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PREFACE 


T he Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of the 
American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision of the 
King James Version, published in 1611. 

The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct translation from the 
original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to be printed, was the work of William 
Tyndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused of willfully perverting the 
meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments were ordered to be burned 
as “untrue translations/’ He was finally betrayed into the hands of his enemies, 
and in October 1536, was publicly executed and burned at the stake. 

Yet Tyndale’s work became the foundation of subseauent English versions, 
notably those of Coverdale, 1535; Thomas Matthew (probably a pseudonym for 
John Rogers), 1537; the Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and the 
Bishops’ Bible, 1568. In 1582 a translation of the New Testament, made from 
tile Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars, was published at Rheims. 

The translators who made the King James Version took into account all of 
these preceding versions; and comparison shows that it owes something to each 
of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever source, 
which had stood the test of public U6age. It owed most, especially in the New 
Testament, to Tyndale, 

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular 
use; but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two and a half centuries no 
other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The King James 
Version became the “Authorized Version” of the English-speaking peoples. 

The King James Version has with good reason been termed “the noblest 
monument of English prose.” Its revisers in 1881 expressed admiration for “its 
simplicity, its dignity, its power, its happy turns of expression , , . the music of 
its cadences, and the felicities of its rhythm.” It entered, as no other book has, 
into the making of the personal character and the public institutions of the English- 
speaking peoples. We owe to it an incalculable debt. 

Yet the King James Version has grave defects. By the middle of the nineteenth 
century, the development of Biblical studies and the discovery of many manu¬ 
scripts more ancient than those upon which the King James Version was based, 
made it manifest that these defects are so many and so serious as to call for revision 
of the English translation. The task was undertaken, by authority of the Church 
of England, in 1870. The English Revised Version of the Bible was published in 
1881-1885; and the American Standard Version, its variant embodying the pref¬ 
erences of the American scholars associated in the work, was published in 1901. 

Because of unhappy experience with unauthorized publications in the two 
decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the text of the English 
Revised Version in the supposed interest of the American public, the American 
Standard Version was copyrighted, to protea the text from unauthorized changes. 
In 1928 this copyright was acquired by the International Council of Religious 
Education, and thus passed into the ownership of the churches of the United 
States and Canada which were associated in this Council through their boards of 
education and publication. 

The Council appointed a committee of scholars to have charge of the text of 
the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether further 
revision was necessary. For more than two years the Committee worked upon 

iii 



PREFACE 

the problem of whether or not revision should be undertaken; and if so, what 
should be its nature and extent. In the end the decision was reached that there 
is need for a thorough revision of the version of 1001 * which will stay as close to 
the Tyndale-Kmg James tradition as it can in the light of our present knowledge 
of the Hebrew and Greek texts and their meaning on the one hand, and our 
present understanding of English on the other. 

In .1937 the revision was authorized by vote of the Council, which directed 
that the resulting version should “embody the best results of modem scholarship 
as to the meaning of the Scriptures, arid express this meaning in English diction 
which is designed for use in public and private worship and preserve those qualities 
which have given to the King James Version a supreme place in English literature. * 

Thirty-two scholars have served as members of the Committee charged with 
making the revision, and they have secured the review' and counsel of an Advisory 
Board of fifty representatives of the co-operating denominations. The Committee 
has worked in two sections, one dealing with the Old Testament and one with the 
New Testament. Each section has submitted its work to the scrutiny of the mem¬ 
bers of the other section; and the charter of the Committee requires that all 
changes be agreed upon by a two-thirds vote of the total membership of the Com¬ 
mittee. The Revised Standard Version of the New Testament was published in 
1946. The publication of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, containing 
the Old and New Testaments, was authorized by vote of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. in 1951, 

The problem of establishing the correct Hebrew and Aramaic text of the Old 
Testament is very different from the corresponding problem in the New Testa¬ 
ment. For the New Testament we have a large number of Greek manuscripts, 
preserving many variant forms of the text. Some of them were made only two or 
three centuries later than the original composition of the books. For the Old 
Testament only late manuscripts survive, all (with the exception of the Dead Sea 
texts of Isaiah and Habakkuk and some fragments of other books) based on a 
standardized form of the text established many centuries after the books were 
written. 

The present revision is based on the consonantal Hebrew and Aramaic text as 
fixed early in the Christian era and revised by Jewish scholars (the “Masorctcs”) 
of the sixth to ninth centuries. The vowel signs, which were added by the Maso- 
retes, are accepted also in the main, but where a more probable and convincing 
reading can be obtained by assuming different vowels, this has been done. No 
notes are given in such cases, because tine vowel points are less ancient and reliable 
than the consonants. 

Departures from the consonantal text of the best manuscripts have been made 
only where it seems clear that errors in copying had been made before the text 
was standardized. Most of the corrections adopted are based on the ancient ver¬ 
sions (translations into Greek, Aramaic, Syriac, and Latin), which were made 
before the time of the Masoretic revision and therefore reflect earlier forms of 
the text. In every such instance a footnote specifies the version or versions from 
which the correction has been derived, and also gives a translation of the Masoretic 
Text. 

Sometimes it is evident that the text has suffered in transmission, but none 
of the versions provides a satisfactory restoration. Here we can only follow the 
best judgment of competent scholars as to the most probable reconstruction of 
the original text. Such corrections are indicated in the footnotes by the abbrevia¬ 
tion Cn t and a translation of the Masoretic Text is added. 

The discovery of the meaning of the text, once the best readings have been 
established, is aided by many new resources for understanding the original 
languages. Much progress has been made in the historical and comparative study 
of these languages. A vast quantity of writings in related Semitic languages, some 
of them only recently discovered, has greatly enlarged our knowledge of the 
vocabulary and grammar of Biblical Hebrew and Aramaic. Sometimes the present 
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translation will be found to render a Hebrew word in a sense quire different from 
that of the traditional interpretation. It has not been idt necessary m such cases 
to attach a footnote* because no change in the text is involved and it may be 
assumed that the new rendering was not adopted without convincing evidence. 
The analysis of religious texts from the ancient Near East has made clearer the 
significance of ideas and practices recorded in the Old Testament. Many difficul¬ 
ties and obscurities, of course, remain. Where the choice between two meanings 
is particularly difficult or doubtful, we have given an alternative rendering m a 
footnote. If in the judgment of the Committee the meaning of a passage is quite 
uncertain or obscure, either because of corruption in the text or because of the 
inadequacy of our present knowledge of the language, that fact is indicated by a. 
note, it should not be assumed, however, that the Committee was entirely sure 
or unanimous concerning every rendering not so indicated To record all minority 
views was obviously out of the question. 

A major departure from the practice of the American Standard Version is the 
rendering of the Divine Name, the “Tetragram.maton.’' The American Standard 
Version used the term “Jehovah”; the King James Version had employed mis m 
four places, but everywhere else, except in three cases where it was employed as 
part of a proper name, used trie English word Lord tor in certain, cases fluid 
printed in capitals. The present revision returns to the procedure of the King 
James Version, which follows the precedent of the ancient Greek and Latin 
translators and the long established practice in. the reading of the Hebrew scrip¬ 
tures in the synagogue. While it is almost if not quite certain that the Name was 
originally pronounced “Yahweh,” this pronunciation was not indicated when die 
Masorctes added vowel signs to the consonantal Hebrew text. To the four conso¬ 
nants YHWH of the Name, which had come to be regarded as too sacred to be 
pronounced, they attached vowel signs indicating that in its place should be 
read the Hebrew word Adonm meaning “Lord” (or Elohim meaning “God”), 
The ancient Greek translators substituted the word Kyrios (Lord) for Kite Name,. 
The Vulgate likewise used the Latin word Dominus. The form "Jehovah” is of 
late medieval origin; it is a combination of the consonants of the Divine Name 
and the vowels attached to it by the Masoretes but belonging to an entirely different 
word. The sound of Y is represented by J and the sound of W by V, as in Latin. 
For two reasons the Committee has returned to the more familiar usage of the 
King James Version: (1) the word “Jehovah” does not accurately represent any 
form of the Name ever used in Hebrew'; and (2) the use of any proper name for 
the one and only God, as though there were other gods from whom He had to, 
be distinguished;, was discontinued in Judaism before the Christian era and is 
entirely inappropriate for the universal faitli of tire Christian Church.. 

The King James Version of the New Testament was based upon a Greek text 
that was marred by mistakes, containing the accumulated errors of fourteen cen¬ 
turies of manuscript copying, it was essentially the Greek text of the New Testa¬ 
ment as edited by Beza, 1589, who closely followed tliat published bv Erasmus, 
1516-1535, which was based upon a few medieval manuscripts. The earliest and 
best of the eight manuscripts which Erasmus consulted was from the tenth century, 
and he made the least use of it because it differed most from tire commonly 
received text; Beza had access to two manuscripts of great value, dating from the 
fifth and sixth centuries, but he made very little use of them because they differed 
from the text published by Erasmus. 

We now possess many more ancient manuscripts of the New Testament, and 
arc far better equipped to seek to recover the original wording of the Greek text. 
T he evidence for the text of the books of the New Testament is better than for 
any other ancient book, both in the number of extant manuscripts and in the 
nearness of the date of some of these manuscripts to the date when tire book was 
originally written. 

The revisers in the 1870’s had most of the evidence that we now have for the 
Greek text, though the most ancient of all extant manuscripts of the Greek New 
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Testament were not discovered until 1931. But they lacked the resources which 
discoveries within the past eighty years have afforded for understanding the 
vocabulary, grammar and idioms of the Greek New Testament. An amazing body 
of Greek papyri has been unearthed in Egypt since the 1870’s—private letters, 
official reports, wills, business accounts, petitions, and other such trivial, everyday 
recordings of the activities of human beings. In 1895 appeared the first of Adolf 
Deissmanrfs studies of these ordinary materials. He proved that many words 
which had hitherto been assumed to belong to what was called “Biblical Greek** 
were current in the spoken vernacular of the first century a.d. The New Testament 
was written in the Koine, the common Greek which was spoken and understood 
practically everywhere throughout the Roman Empire in the early centuries of 
the Christian era. This development in the study of New Testament Greek has 
come since the work on the English Revised Version and the American Standard 
Version was done, and at many points sheds new fight upon the meaning of the 
Greek text,, 

A maior reason for revision oi the King Tames Version, which is valid for both 
the Old Testament and the New Testament, is the change since 1611 in English 
usage. Many forms of expression, have become archaic, while still generally intel¬ 
ligible—the use of thou, thee, thy, thine and the verb endings -est and -cdst, 
the verb endings -eth and -th, it came to pass that, whosoever, whatsoever, inscy* 
much that, because that, for that, unto, howbeit, peradventure, holder)., aforetime, 
must needs, would fain, behooved, to you-ward, etc. Other words are obsolete 
and no longer understood by the common reader. The greatest problem, however, 
is presented by the English words which are still in constant use but now convey a 
different meaning from that which they had in 1611 and in the King James Ver ¬ 
sion. These words were once accurate translations of the Hebrew and Greek 
Scriptures; but now, having changed in meaning, they have become misleading. 
They no longer say what the King James translators meant them to say. 

The King James Version uses the word “let” in the sense of “hinder/’ “prevent' 5 
to mean “precede,” “allow” in the sense of “approve,” “communicate” for 
“share,” “conversation” for “conduct,” “comprehend” for “overcome,” “ghost” 
for “spirit,” “wealth” for “well-being,” “allege” for “prove,” “demand” for 
“ask,” “take no thought” for “be not anxious,” “purchase a good degree” for 
"‘gain a good standing,” etc. The Greek word for “immediately” is translated in 
the King James Version not only by “immediately” and “straightway” but also 
by the terms “anon,” “by and by,” and “presently.” There are more than three 
hundred such English words which are used in the King James Version in a sense 
substantially different from that which they now convey. It not only does the 
King James translator's no honour, but it is quite unfair to them and to the truth 
which they understood and expressed, to retain these Words which now convey 
meanings they did not intend.. 

The Revised Standard Version of the Bible, containing the Old and New 
Testaments, was published on September 30, 1952, and has met with wide accept¬ 
ance. This preface does not undertake to set forth in detail the lines along which 
the revision proceeded. That is done in pamphlets entitled An Introduction to the 
Revised Standard Version of the Old Testament and An Introduction to the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament > written by members of the Committee 
and designed to help the general public to understand the main principles which 
have guided this comprehensive revision of the King James and American Standard 
versions. 

These principles were reaffirmed by the Committee in 1959, in connection with 
a study of criticisms and suggestions from various readers. As a result, a few 
changes have been authorized for the present and subsequent editions. Most of 
these are corrections of punctuation, capitalization, or footnotes. Some changes 
of words or phrases are made in the interest of consistency, clarity or accuracy 
of translation. Examples of such changes are “from,” Job i9.26; “bread,” Mat- 
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thew 7.9 y i Corinthians 10.17; “is he,*’ Matthew 21.9 and parallels: “the SonC 
Matthew 27.54, Mark 15.39; “ask nothing of me,” John 10.23; “for this life 
only,” 1 Corinthians 15.19; “the husband of one wife,” 1 Timothy 3.2,12; 5.9; 
Titus 1.6. 

All the reasons which led to the demand for revision of the King James Version 
in the nineteenth century are still valid, and are even more cogent now than then. 
We have had a freer charter than our predecessors in the 1870’s in that we have 
not been required, as they were, to limit the language of the English Bible to the 
vocabulary of the Elizabethan age. But we hope that we have not taken undue 
advantage of that freedom. The Revised Standard Version is not a new translation 
in the language of today. It is not a paraphrase which aims at striking idioms. It 
is a revision which seeks to preserve all that is best in the English Bible as it has 
been known and used through die years. It is intended for use in public and 
private worship, not merely for reading and instruction. We have resisted the 
temptation to use phrases that are merely current usage, and have sought to put 
the message of the Bible in simple, enduring words that axe worthy to stand in 
the great Tyndale- King lames tradition. We are glad to say, with the King James 
translators: “Truly ‘.good Cliristian Reader) we never thought from the beginning, 
that we should need to make a new Translation, nor yet to make of a bad one a 
good one . , , but to make a good one better.” 

The Bible is more than a historical document to be preserved. And it is more 
than a classic of English literature to be cherished and admired, it is a record of 
God’s dealing with men, of God’s revelation of Himself and His will. It records 
the life and work of Him in whom the Word of God became flesh and dwelt 
among men. The Bible carries its full message, not to those who regard it simply 
as a heritage of the past or praise its literary style, but to those who read it that 
they may discern and understand God’s Word to men. That Word must not be 
disguised in phrases that are no longer clear, or hidden under words that have 
changed or lost their meaning. It must stand forth in language that is direct and 
plain and meaningful to people today. It is our hope and our earnest prayer that 
tliis Revised Standard Version of the Bible may be used bv God to speak to men 
in these momentous times, and to help than to understand arid believe and obey 
Hjs Word. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

In the notes to the books of the Old Testament, the following abbreviations 
are used: Ms for manuscript; Mss for manuscripts, Heb denotes the Hebrew of 
the consonantal Masoretic Text of tire Old Testament; and MT denotes the 
Hebrew of the pointed Masoretic Text of the Old Testament. 

The ancient versions of the Old Testament are indicated by; 

Gk Septuagint, Greek Version of Old Testament 
Sam Samaritan Hebrew' text of Old Testament 
Syr Syriac Version of Old Testament 
Tg Tar gum 

Vg Vulgate, Latin Version of Old Testament 

Cn indicates a correction made where the text has suffered in transmission and 
the versions provide no satisfactory restoration but the Committee agrees with 
the iudgment of competent scholars as to the most probable reconstruction of the 
original text. The reader is referred to the Preface for a statement of policy con¬ 
cerning text and notes. 
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References, to quoted and parallel passages are given following the notes on 
pages where these arc relevant. The above abbreviations arc used for the books 
of the Bible. 
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GENESIS 


t in the beginning: God created* 
the heavens and the earth, 2 The 
earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep; 
and the Spirit* of God was moving over 
the face of the waters. 

3 And God said, ‘‘Lev there be light”; 
and there was light. 4 And God saw that 
the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God 
called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. Ana there was evening 
end there was morning, one day. 

6 And God said. Let there be & 
firmament in the midst of the waters, 
and let it separate the waters from the 
waters. w 7 And God made the firmament 
end separated the waters which were 
under the firmament from the waters 
which were above the firmament. .And 
it was so. 8 And God called the firma¬ 
ment Heaven. And there was evening 
and there was morning, a second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters un¬ 
der the heavens be gathered together 
into one place, and let the dry land ap¬ 
pear.” And it was so. 10 God called the 
dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. 11 And God 
said, “Let the earth put forth vegeta¬ 
tion, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind, upon the earth.” 
And it was so. n The earth brought 
forth vegetation^ plants yielding seed 
according to their own kinds, and trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind. And God saw that 
k was good. l3 And there was evening 
and there was morning, & third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be 
lights in the firmament of the heavens 
to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons 
and for days and years, 15 and let them 
be lights in the firmament of the heavens 
to give light upon the earth.” And it was 

a Or When God began to create * Or wind 
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so. 16 And God made the two great 
lights, the greater light to rule the day, 
and the lessei light to rule the night; he 
made the stars also. 17 And God set them 
in the firmament of the heavens to give 
light upon the earth, to rule over the. 
day and over the night, and. to separate 
the light from the darkness And God 
saw that it was good. lv And there was 
evening and there was morning, a fourth 
day. 

20 And’. God said. “Let the waters 
bring forth swarms of living creatures, 
and iet birds fly above the. earth across 
the firmament of the heavens.” 21 So 
God. created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, with 
which the waters swarm, according to 
their kinds, and every winged bird ac¬ 
cording to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good, 22 And God blessed them, 
8ayang. “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the waters in the seas, and Ie.t birds 
multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was 
evening and there was morning, a fifth 
day. 

24 And God said, "Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures according 
to their kinds: cattle and creeping 
things and beasts of the earth according 
to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And 
God made the beasts of the earth ac¬ 
cording to their kinds and the cattle ac¬ 
cording to their kinds, and everything 
that creeps upon the ground according 
to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 

2b Then God said, “Let us make man 
in our image, after our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God 
created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them. 28 And God 
blessed them, and God said to them, 

3.10; Jas 3.9. 
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“Be .fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
oyer the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 And 
God said, “Behold, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed which is upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have 
them for food. 30 And to every beast of 
the earth, and to every bird of the air, 
and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw 
everything that he had made, and be¬ 
hold, it w as very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a sixth 
day. 

2 Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all the host of 
them. 2 And on the seventh day God 
finished his work which he had done, 
and he rested on the seventh day from 
all his work which he had done. 3 So 
God blessed the seventh day and hal¬ 
lowed it, because on it God rested from 
all his work which he had done in crea¬ 
tion. 

4 These are the generations of the 
heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 

In the day that the Lord God made 
the earth and the heavens, 5 when no 
plant of the field was yet in the earth and 
no herb of the field had yet sprung up— 
for the Lord God had not caused it to 
rain upon the earth, and there was no 
man to till the ground; 6 but a mist r 
went up from the earth and watered the 
whole face of the ground— 7 then the 
Lord God formed man of dust from the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a 
living being. «And the Lord God 
planted a garden in Eden, in the east; 
and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. 9 And out of the ground the 
Lord God made to grow every tree that 
is pleasant to the sight and good for 
food, the tree of life also in the midst of 
the garden, and the tree of the knowl¬ 
edge of good and evil. 

10 A river flowed out of Eden to 
water the garden, and there it divided 
and became four rivers. 11 The name of 


Creation of man 
the first is Pishon; it is the one which 
flows around the whole land of Hav'i- 
lah, where there is gold; n and the gold 
of that land is good; bdellium and onyx 
stone are there. 13 The name of the 
second river is Gihon; it is the one 
which flows around the whole land of 
Cush. J4 And the name of the third river 
is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. 
And the fourth river is the Eu-phra'tes, 
15 The Lord God took the man and 
put him in the garden of Eden to till it 
and keep it. 16 And the Lord God com¬ 
manded the man, saying, “You may 
freely eat of every tree of the garden; 
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for 
in the day that you eat of it you shall 
die.” 

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is 
not good that the man should be alone; 
I will make him a helper fit for him. 

10 So out of the ground the Lord God 
formed every beast of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought them to the 
man to see what he would call them; 
and whatever the man called every liv¬ 
ing creature, that was its name. 20 The 
man gave names to all cattle, and to the 
birds of the air, and to every beast of the 
field; but for the man there was not 
found a helper fit for him. 21 So the 
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fill] 
upon the man, and while he slept took 
one of his ribs and dosed up its place 
with flesh; 22 and the rib which the 
Lord God had taken from the man he 
made into a woman and brought her to 
the man. 23 Then the man said, 

“This at last is bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, d 
because she was taken out of 
Man.”* 

34 Therefore a man leaves his father and 
his mother and deaves to his wife, and 
they become one flesh. 2SAnd the man 
and his wife were both naked, and were 
not ashamed. 

Now the serpent was more sub¬ 
tle than any other wild creature that 
the Lord God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not 
eat of any tree of the garden’?” 2 And 
the woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the 


e Or flood a Heh Uhshah e Heb ish 
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Cain and Abel 

garden; 3 but God said* ‘You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall you 
touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the ser¬ 
pent said to the woman, “You will not 
die. 5 For God knows that when you cat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, 
she took of its fruit and ate; and she 
also gave some to her husband, and he 
ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were 
naked; and they sewed fig leaves to¬ 
gether and made themselves aprons. 

8 And they heard the sound of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence 
of the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to 
the man, and said to him, "Where are 
you?” ^And he said, "I heard the 
sound of thee in the garden, and 1 was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten of the 
tree of which I commanded you nor to 
eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman 
whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 
13 Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, "What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, "The serpent 
beguiled me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord 
God said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this, 
cursed are you above all cattle* 
and above all wild animals; 

Upon your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. 

15 I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, 

and between your seed and her 
seed; 

he shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise his heel.” 

16 To the woman he said, 

“I will greatly multiply your pain in 
childbearing; 

in pain you shall bring forth 
children. 
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yet your desire shall be for your 
husband, 

and he shall rule over you.” 

1 7 And to Adam he said, 

“Because you have listened to the 
voice of your wife, 
and have eaten of the tree 
of which I commanded you, 

‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
in toil you shall eat of it all the 
days of your life; 

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 

to you; 

and you shall eat the plants of the 
field. 

In the sweat of your face 
you shall eat bread 
till you return to the ground, 
for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.” 

20 The man called his wife’s name 
Eve/ because she was the mother of all 
living. 21 And the Lord God made for 
Adam and for his vrife garments of 
skins, and clothed them. 

22 Then the Lord God said, "Be¬ 
hold, the man has become like one of 
us, knowing good and evil; and now, 
lest he put forth his hand and take also 
of the tree of life, and eat, and live for 
ever”— 23 therefore the Lord God sent 
him forth from the garden of Eden, to¬ 
ri 11 the pound from which he was taken. 
24 He drove out the man; and at the 
east of the garden of Eden he placed the 
cherubim, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to guard the way to 
the tree of life. 

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, 
and she conceived and bore Cain, 
saying, "I have gotten* a man with the 
help of the Lord.” 2 And again, she 
bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, and Cain a tiller of the 
pound. 3 In the course of time Cain 
brought to the Lord an offering of the 
fruit of the ground, 4 and Abel brought 
of the firstlings of his flock and of their 
fiat portions. And the Lord had regard 
for Abel and his offering, 5 but for Cain 
and his offering he had no regard. So 
Cain was very angry, and his counte¬ 
nance fell. 6 The Lord said to Cain, 
"Why are you angry, and why has your 


^Thc name in Hebrew resembles the word for living * Heb qanah, get 
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GENESIS 4 4 Descendants of Adam 

countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, you wives of Lamech, hearken to 

will you not be accepted? And if you do what I say: 

not do well, sin is couching at the door; I have slain a man for wounding me, 
its desire is for you, but you must a young man for striking me. 

master it,*' 24 If Cain is avenged sevenfold, 

8 Cain said to Abel his brother, “Let truly Lamech seventy-sevenfold.” 

us go out to the field.”* And when they 25 And Adam knew his wife again, 
were in the field, Cain rose up against and she bore a son and called his name 
his brother Abel, and killed him. y Then Seth, for she said, “God has appointed 
the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel for me another child instead of Abel, 
your brother?” He said, “I do not for Cain slew him.” 26 To Seth also a 
know; am I my brother’s keeper?” son was bom, and he called his name 
lOAnd the Lord said, “What have you Enosh. At that time men began to call 
done? The voice of your brother’s upon the name of the Lord. 
blood is crying to me from the ground. C This is the book of the genera- 
* l And now you are cursed from the ^ tions of Adam. When God created 
ground, which has opened its mouth to man, he made him in the likeness of 
receive your brother’s blood from your God. 2 Male and female he created 
hand. 12 When you till the ground, it them, and he blessed them and named 
shall no longer yield to you its strength; them Man when they were created, 
you shall be a fugitive and a wanderer 3 When Adam had lived a hundred and 
on the earth.” 13 Cain said to the Lord, thirty years, he became the father of a 
“My punishment is greater than I can son in his own likeness, after his image, 
bear. » 4 Behold, thou hast driven me this and named him Seth. 4 The days of 
day away from the ground; and from Adam after he became the father of 
thy face I shall be hidden; and I shall Seth were eight hundred years; and he 
be a fugitive and a wanderer on the had other sons and daughters. 5 Thus 
earth, and whoever finds me will slay all the days that Adam lived were nine 
me.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, hundred and thirty years; and he died. 
“Not so!* If any one slays Cain, venge- 6 When Seth had lived a hundred and 
ance shall be taken on him sevenfold,” five years, he became the father of 
And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest Enosh. 7 Seth lived after the birth of 
any who came upon him should kill Enosh eight hundred and seven years, 
him. 16 Then Cain went away from the and had other sons and daughters, 
presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the 8 Thus all the days of Seth were nine 
land of Nod,* east of Eden. hundred and twelve years; and he died. 

17 Cain knew his wife, and she con- 9 When Enosh had lived ninety 
ceived and bore Enoch; and he built a years, he became the father of Kenan, 
city, and called the name of the city Enosh lived after the birth of Kenan 
after the name of his son, Enoch. 18 To eight hundred and fifteen years, and 
Enoch was bora Irad; and Irad was the had other sons and daughters. 11 Thus 
father of Me-hu'ja-el, and Me-hu'ja-el all the days of Enosh were nine hundred 
the father of Me-thu'sha-el> and Me- and five years; and he died, 
thu'sha-el the father of Lamech. iy And 12 When Kenan had lived seventy 
Lamech took two wives ; the name of the years, he became the father of Ma-hal 
one was Adah, and the name of the alel. 13 Kenan lived after the birth of 
other Zillah. 20 Adah bore jabai; he was Ma-haTalel eight hundred and forty 
the father of those who dwell in tents years, and had other sons and daughters, 
and have cattle. 21 His brother’s name * 4 Thus all the days of Kenan were nine 
was Jubal; he was the father of all those hundred and ten years; and he died, 
who play the lyre and pipe. 22 Zillah 15 When Ma-hal'alel had lived sixty- 
bore Tubal-cain; he was the forger of five years, he became the father of 
all instruments of bronze and iron. The Jared. 16 Ma-hal'alel lived after the 
sister of Tubal-cain was Na'amah. birth of Jared eight hundred and thirty 

23 Lamech said to his wives: years, and had other sons and daughters. 

“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice; Thus all the days of Ma-hal'aid were 

* Sam Gk Syr Compare Vg: Heb lacks Let us go out to the field * Gk Syr Vg: Heb Therefore 
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eight hundred and ninety-five shears; 
and he died. 

18 When Jared had lived a hundred 
and sixty-two years he became the 
father of Enoch. 19 Jared lived afrer the 
birth of Enoch eight hundred years, and 
had other sons and daughters. 20 Thus 
all the days of Jared were nine hundred 
and sixty-two years; and he died. 

21 When Enoch had lived sixty-five 
years, he became the father of Methu'- 
kclah. 22 Enoch walked with God after 
the birth of Methu'selah three hundred 
years, and had other sons and daughters. 

23 Thus all the days of Enoch were three 
hundred and sixty-five years. 24 Enoch 
walked with God; and he was not, for 
God took him. 

25 When Methu'selah had lived a 
hundred and eighty-seven years, he be¬ 
came the father of Lantech. 2b Me* 
tbu'selah lived after the birth of La- 
tncch seven hundred and eighty-two 
years, and had other sons and daugh¬ 
ters. 21 Thus all the days of Methu selah 
were nine hundred and sixty-nine years; 
and he died. 

28 When Lamech had lived a hun¬ 
dred and eighty-two years, he became 
the father of a son, 29 and called his 
name Noah, saying, “Out of the ground 
which the Lord has cursed this one 
shall bring us relief from our work and 
iiom die toil of our hands,” 30 Lamech 
lived after die birth of Noah five hun¬ 
dred and ninety-five years, and had 
other sons and daughters. 31 Thus all 
the days of Lamech were seven hundred 
and seventy-seven years; and he died. 

32 After Noah was five hundred 
years old, Noah became die fadier of 
Sliem, Ham, and Japheth. 

When men began to multiply on 
the face of the ground, and daugh¬ 
ters were born to them, 2 the sons of 
God saw that the daughters of men 
were fair; and they took to wife such of 
them as they chose. 3 Then die Lord 
said, “My spirit shall not abide in man 
for ever, for he is flesh, but his days 
shall be a hundred and twenty years.” 

4 The Nephilim were on the earth in 
those days, and also afterward, when 
the sons of God came in to the daugh¬ 
ters of men, and they bore children to 
them. These were the mighty men that 
were of old, the men of renown. 

* Or window 
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5 The Lord saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imaginadon of die thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. 6 And 
the Lord was sorry that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him to 
his heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will 
blot out man whom I have created from 
the face of the ground, man and beast 
and creeping things and birds of the air, 
for 1 am sorry that I have made diem.” 
8 But Noah found favour in the eyes of 
the Lord. 

9 These are the generations of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless in 
his generation; Noah walked with God. 
lu And Noah had three sons, Shem, 
Ham, and Japheth. 

11 Now the earth was corrupt in 
God’s sight, and the earth was filled 
with violence. l2 And God saw the earth, 
and behold, it was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted their way upon the 
eartii. 13 And God said to Noah, “1 have 
determined to make an end of all 
flesh; for the earth is filled with violence 
through them; behold, 1 will destroy 
diem widi die earth. 14 Make yourself an 
ark of gopher wood; make rooms in the 
ark, and cover it inside and out with 
pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: 
the length of the ark three hundred 
cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its 
height thirty cubits. 1(5 Make a roof* for 
the ark, and finish it to a cubit above; 
and set the door of the ark in its side; 
make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17 For behold, I will bring a flood 
of waters upon the earth, to destroy all 
flesh in which is the breath of life from 
under heaven; everything that is on die 
earth shall die. 18 But 1 will establish my 
covenant with you; and you shall come 
into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, 
and your sons’ wives widi you. ,9 And 
of every living thing of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every sort into the 
ark, to keep them alive with you; they 
shall be mate and female. 20 Of the 
birds according to their kinds, and of 
the animals according to their kinds, of 
every creeping thing of the ground ac¬ 
cording to its kind, two of every sort 
shall come in to you, to keep them alive. 
21 Also take with you every sort of food 
that is eaten, and store it up; and it shall 
serve as food for you and for them.” 
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22 Noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him. 

Then the Lord said to Noah, 
“Go into the ark, you and all your 
household, for I have seen that you are 
righteous before me in this generation. 

2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and his mate; and a 
pair of the animals that are not dean, 
the male and his mate; 3 and seven pairs 
of the birds of the air also, male and 
female, to keep their kind alive upon the 
face of all the earth. 4 For in seven days 
I will send rain upon the earth forty 
days and forty nights; and every living 
thing that I have made I will blot our 
from the face of the ground.” 5 And 
Noah did all that the Lord had com¬ 
manded him. 

6 Noah was six hundred years old 
when the flood of waters came upon the 
earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his 
wile and his sons’ wives with him went 
into the ark, to escape the waters of the 
flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of ani¬ 
mals that are not clean, and of birds, and 
of everything that creeps on the ground, 

9 two and two, male and female, went 
into the ark with Noah, as God had 
commanded Noah. 10 And after seven 
days the waters of the flood came upon 
the earth. 

11 In the six hundredth year of 
Noah’s life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that 
day all the fountains of the great deep 
burst forth, and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell 
upon the earth forty days and forty 
nights. 13 On the very same day Noah 
and his sons, Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three 
wives of his sons with them entered the 
ark, 14 they and every beast according to 
its kind, and all the cattle according to 
their kinds, and every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth according to its 
kind, and every bird according to its 
kind, every bird of every sort. * 5 They 
went into the ark with Noah, two and 
two of all flesh in which there was the 
breath of life. 16 And they that entered, 
male and female of all flesh, went in as 
God had commanded him; and the 
Lord shut him in. 

17 The flood continued forty days 
upon the earth; and the waters in¬ 
creased, and bore up the ark, and it rose 

7.7: Mi 24.38; Lk 17.27. 


The flood 
high above the earth. The waters pre¬ 
vailed and increased greatly upon the 
earth; and the ark floated on the face of 
the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed 
so mightily upon the earth that all the 
high mountains under the whole heaven 
were covered; 20 the waters prevailed 
above the mountains, covering them 
fifteen cubits deep. 2iAnd all flesh died 
that moved upon the earth, birds, cattle, 
beasts, all swarming creatures that 
swarm upon the earth, and every man; 

22 everything on the diy land in whose 
nostrils was the breath of life died. 

23 Fie blotted out every living thing that 
was upon the face of the ground, man 
and animals and creeping things and 
birds of the air; they were blotted out 
from the earth. Only Noah was left, and 
those that were with him in the ark, 
24 And the waters prevailed upon the 
earth a hundred and fifty days. 

But God remembered Noah and 
all the beasts and all the cattle that 
were with him in the ark. And God 
made a wind blow over the earth, and 
flic wafers subsided; 2 the fountains of 
the deep and the windows of the heavens 
were closed, the rain from the heavens 
was restrained, 3 and the waters receded 
from the earth continually. At the end 
of a hundred and fifty days the waters 
had abated; 4 and in the seventh month, 
on the seventeenth day of the month, 
the ark came to rest upon the mountains 
of Ararat. 5 And the waters continued 
to abate until the tenth month; in the 
tenth month, on the first day of the 
month, the tops of the mountains were 
seen. 

6 At the end of forty days Noah 
opened the window of the ark which 
he had made, 7 and sent forth a raven; 
and it went to and fro until the waters 
were dried up from the earth. 8 Then he 
sent forth a dove from him, to see if the 
waters had subsided from the face of the 
ground; 9 but the dove found no place 
to set her foot, and she returned to him 
to the ark, for the waters were still on 
the face of the whole earth. So he put 
forth his hand and took her and brought 
her into the ark with him. 10 He waited 
another seven days, and again he sent 
forth the dove out of the ark; 11 and the 
dove came back to him in the evening, 
and lo, in her mouth a freshly plucked 
olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters 
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had subsided from the earth. i2 Then 
he waited another seven days, and sent 
forth the dove; and she did not return 
to him any more. 

13 In the six hundred and first year, 
in the first month, the first day of the 
month, the waters were dried from off 
the earth; and Noah removed the cover¬ 
ing of the ark, and looked, and behold, 
the face of the ground was dry. 14 In the 
second month, on the twenty-seventh 
day of the month, the earth was dry. 

15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go forth 
from the ark, you and your wife, and 
your sons and your sons’ wives with 
you. 17 Bring forth with you every living 
tiling that is with you of all flesh—birds 
and animals and every creeping tiling 
that creeps on the earth—that they may 
breed abundantly on the earth, and be 
fruitful and multiply upon the earth.” 

18 So Noah went forth, and his sons and 
his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 
ly And every beast, every creeping thing, 
and every bird, everything that moves 
upon the earth, went forth by families 
out of the ark. 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the 
Lord, and took of every clean animal 
and of every clean bird, and offered 
burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when 
the Lord smelled the pleasing odour, 
the Lord said in his heart, ‘I will never 
again curse the ground because of man, 
for the imagination of man’s heart is 
evil from his youth; neither will I ever 
again destroy every living creature as I 
have done. 22 While the earth remains, 
seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, 
shall not cease.” 

And God blessed Noah and his 
sons, and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply, and fill the earth. 2 The 
fear of you and the dread of you shall 
be upon every beast of the earth, and 
upon every bird of the air, upon every¬ 
thing that creeps on the ground and all 
the fish of the sea; into your hand they 
are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that 
lives shall be food for you; and as I gave 
you the green plants, I give you every¬ 
thing. 4 Only you shall not eat flesh with 
its life, that is, its blood. 5 For your 
lifeblood I will surely require a reckon¬ 
ing; of every beast I will require it and 
of man; of every man’s brother I will 

* Gk: Hcb repeats every beast of the earth 
•.4: Lev 7.26-27; 17.16-14; Deut 12.1o. 23. 
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require the life of man. 6 Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall 
his blood be shed; for God made man 
in his own image. “And you, be fruitful 
and multiply, bring forth abundantly on 
the earth and multiply in it.” 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his 
sons with him, y “Behold, I establish 
my covenant with you and your de¬ 
scendants after you, 10 and with every 
living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the cattle, and every beast of the 
earth with you, as many as came out of 
the arkd 11 I establish my covenant with 
you, that never again shall, all flesh be 
cut off by the waters of a flood, and 
never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, 
“This is the sign of the covenant which 
I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for ail 
future generations: 13 I set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 
14 When I bring clouds over the earth 
and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I 
will remember my covenant which is 
between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh; and the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy 
all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will look upon it and remem¬ 
ber the everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature of all 
flesh that is upon the earth.” 17 God 
said to Noah, “This is the sign of the 
covenant which I have established be¬ 
tween me and ail flesh that is upon the 
earth.” 

18 The sons of Noah who went forth 
from the ark were Shem, Ham, and 
Tapheth. Ham was the father of Canaan. 

These three were the sons of Noah; 
and from these the whole earth was 
peopled. 

20 Noah was the first tiller of the soil. 
He planted a vineyard; 21 and he drank 
of the wine, and became drunk, and lay 
uncovered in his tent. 22 And Ham, the 
father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of 
his father, and told his two brothers 
outside. 23 Then Shem and Japheth took 
a garment, laid it upon both their 
shoulders, and walked backward and 
covered the nakedness of their father; 
their faces were turned away, and they 
did not see their father’s nakedness. 
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24 When Noah awoke from his wine and 
knew what his youngest son had done 
to him, 25 he said, 

“Cursed be Canaan; 

a slave of slaves shall he be to his 
brothers.” 

26 He also said, 

“Blessed by the Lord my God be 
Shem;”'* 

and let Canaan be his slave. 

27 God enlarge Japheth, 

and let him dwell in the tents of 
Shem; 

and let Canaan be his slave.” 

28 Afrcr the flood Noah lived three 
hundred and fifty years. 20 All the days 
of Noah were nine hundred and fifty 
years; and he died. 

“I These are the generations of 
A" the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth; sons were born to them 
after the flood. 

2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, 
Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Mcshech, 
and Tints. 3 The sons of Gomer: Ash¬ 
kenaz, Riphath, and Togar’mah. 4 The 
sons of Javan: Eli shah. Tars hi sh, Kir- 
tim, and Do'danim. 5 From these the 
coastland peoples spread. These are the 
sons of Japheth" in their lands, each 
with his own language, by their families, 
in their nations. 

6 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, 
Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons of Cush: 
Seba, Hav'ilah, Sabtah, Ra'amah, and 
Sab'teca. The sons of Ra'amah: Sheba 
and Dedan. 8 Cush became the father 
of Nimrod; he was the first on earth to 
be a mighty man. 9 He was a mighty 
hunter before the Lord; therefore it is 
said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter 
before the Lord.” 10 The beginning of 
his kingdom was Babel, Erech, and 
Accad, all of them in the land of Shinar. 
n From that land he went into Assyria, 
and built Nin'eveh, Reho'both-Ir, Ca- 
lah, and 12 Resen between Nin'eveh and 
Calah; that is the great city. 13 Egypt 
became the father of Ludim, An'amim, 
Leha'bim, Naph-tuliim, 14 Pathru'sim, 
Casluliim (whence came the Philis¬ 
tines), and Caph'torim. 

15 Canaan became the father of Sidon 
his first-born, and Heth, 16 and the 
Jeb'usites, the Amorites, the Gir'- 

t ashites, 17 the Hivites, the Arkites, the 
inites, 18 the Ar'vadites, the Zem'- 


l Tower of Babel 

arites, and the Ha'mathites. Afterward 
the families of the Canaanites spread 
abroad. 19 And the territory of the 
Canaanites extended from Sidon, in the 
direction of Gerar, as far as Gaza, and 
in the direction of Sodom, Gomor'rah, 
Admah, and Zeboi'im, as far as Lasha. 
20 These are the sons of Ham, by their 
familieSj their languages, their lands, 
and their nations. 

21 To Shem also, the father of all the 
children of Eber, the elder brother of 
Japheth, children were bom. 22 The 
sons of Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpach'- 
shad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of 
Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 
^Arpach'shad became the father of 
Shelah; and Shelah became the father 
of Eber. 25 To Eber were bom two sons: 
the name of the one was Peleg,* for in 
his days the earth was divided, and his 
brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan 
became the father of Almo'dad, She- 
leph, Hazarma'vcth, Jerah, 27 Hador'- 
am, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abim'a-el, 
Sheba, 29 Ophir, Hav'ilah, and Jobab; 
all these were the sons of Joktan. 30 The 
territory in which they lived extended 
from Mesha in the direction of Sephar 
to the hill country of the east. 31 These 
are the sons of Shem, by their families, 
their languages, their lands, and their 
nations. 

32 These are the families of the sons 
of Noah, according to their genealogies, 
in their nations; and from these the 
nations spread abroad on the earth after 
the flood. 

U Now the whole earth had one 
language and few words. 2 And 
as men migrated from the east, they 
found a plain in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. 3 And they said to one 
another, “Come, let us make bricks, and 
bum them thoroughly.” And they had 
brick for stone, and: bitumen for mortar. 
4 Then they said, “Come, let us build 
ourselves a dty, and a tower with its top 
in the heavens, and let us make a name 
for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad 
upon the face of the whole earth.” 5 And 
the Lord came down to see the city and 
the tower, wliich the sons of men had 
built. 6 And the Lord said, “Behold, 
they are one people, and they have all 
one language; and this is only the be¬ 
ginning of what they will do; and noth- 


“Or Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem 
Compare verses 20, 31. Ileb lacks These are the sons of Japheth ° That is Division 
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ing that they propose to do will now be 26 When Tcrah had lived seventy 
impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go years, he became the father of Abram, 
down, and there confuse their language, Nahor, and Haran. 
that they may not understand one an- 27 Now these are the descendants of 
other’s speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered Terah. Terah was the father of Abram, 
them abroad from there over the face of Nahor, and Haran; and Haran was the 
all the earth, and they left off building father of Lot. 28 Haran died before his 
the city. 9 Therefore its name was called father Terah in the land of his birth, in 
Babel, because there the Lord con- Ur of the Chalde'ans. 29 And Abram and 
fused** the language of all the earth; and Nahor took wives; the name of Abram’s 
from there the Lord scattered them wife was Sar'ai, and the name of Na- 
abroad over the face of all the earth. hor’s wife, Milcah, the daughter of 
10 These are the descendants of Shem. Haran the father of Milcah and Iscah. 
When Shem was a hundred years old, 30 Now Sar'ai was barren; she had no 
he became the father of Arpach'shad child. 

two years after the flood; 11 and Shem 31 Terah took Abram his son and 
lived after the birth of Arpach'shad five Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, 
hundred years, and had other sons and and Sar'ai his daughter-in-law, his son 
daughters. Abram’s wife, and they went forth to- 

12 When Arpach'shad had lived gather from Ur of the Chalde'ans to 
thirty-five years, he became the father of go into the land of Canaan; but when 
Shelah; 13 and Arpach'shad lived after they came to Haran, they settled there, 
the birth of Shelah four hundred and 32 The days of Terah were two hundred 
three years, and had other sons and and five years; and Terah died in Haran. 
daughrers. 1 Now the Lord said to Abram, 

14 When Shelah had lived thirty “Go from your country and your 

years, he became the father of Fiber; kindred and your father’s house to the 
and Shelah lived after the birth of land that I will show you. 2 And I will 
Eber four hundred and three years, and make of you a great nation, and I will 
had other sons and daughters. bless you, and make your name great, 

16 When Eber had lived thirty-four so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will 
years, he became the father of Peleg; bless those who bless you, and him who 
* 7 and Eber lived after the birth of curses you I will curse; and by you all 
Peleg four hundred and thirty years, the families of the earth shall bless 
and had other sons and daughters. themselves.”# 

18 When Peleg had lived thirty years, 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had 
he became the father of Re'u; 19 and told him; and Lot went with him. 
Peleg lived after the birth of Re'u two Abram was seventy-five years old when 
hundred and nine years, and had other he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram 
sons and daughters. took Sar'ai his wife, and Lot his 

20 When Re'u had lived thirty-two brother's son, and all their possessions 
years, he became the father of Serug; which they had gathered, and the per- 
21 and Re'u lived after the birth of sons that they had gotten in Haran; and 
Serug two hundred and seven years, they set forth to go to the land of 
and had other sons and daughters. Canaan. When they had come to the 
22 When Serug had lived thirty years, land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through 
he became the father of Nahor; 23 and the land to the place at Shechem, to the 
Serug lived after the birth of Nahor two oak r of Moreh. At that time the Canaan- 
hundred years, and had other sons and ites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord 
daughters. appeared to Abram, and said, “To your 

24 When Nahor had lived twenty- descendants I will give this land.” So he 
nine years, he became the father of built there an altar to the Lord, who 
Terah; 25 and Nahor lived after the had appeared to him. 8 Thence he re¬ 
birth of Terah a hundred and nineteen moved to the mountain on the east of 
years, and had other sons and daughters. Bethel, and pitched his tent, with 

f Compare Heb balal, confuse # Or in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed r Or terebinth 
UA: Acts 7.3; Heb 11.8. 12.2: Gen 15.5; 17.4-5; 18.18; 22.17; 28.14; 32.12; 35.11; 46.3. 

12.3; Gen 18.18; 22.17-18. 26.4; 28 M; Gal 3.8. 

12.7; Gen 13.15, 15.18; 17.8; 24.7; 26.5; 28.4, 13; 35.12; 48.4, Acts 7.5; Gal 3.16. 
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Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; 
and there he built an altar to the Lord 
and called on the name of the Lord. 
9 And Abram journeyed on, still going 
toward the Negeb. 

10 Now there was a famine in the 
land. So Abram went down to Egypt 
to sojourn there, for the famine was 
severe in the land. 11 When he was about 
to enter Egypt, he said to Sar'ai his 
wife, “I know that you are a woman 
beautiful to behold; 12 and when the 
Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This 
is his wife’; then they will kill me, but 
they will let you live. 13 Say you are my 
sister, that it may go well with me be¬ 
cause of you, and that my life may be 
spared on your account.” 14 When 
Abram entered Egypt the Egyptians 
saw that the woman was very beautiful. 
IS And when the princes of Pharaoh saw 
her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And 
the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s 
house. 16 And for her sake he dealt well 
with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, 
he-asses, menservants, maidservants, 
she-asses, and camels. 

17 But the Lord afflicted Pharaoh 
and his house with great plagues be¬ 
cause of Sar'ai, Abram’s wife. 18 So 
Pharaoh called Abram, and said, “What 
is this you have done to me? Why did 
you not tell me that she was your wife? 

Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ 
so that 1 took her for my wife? Now 
then, here is your wife, take her, and be 
gone.” 20 And Pharaoh gave men orders 
concerning him; and they set him on the 
way, with his wife and all that he had. 

B So Abram went up from Egypt, 
he and his wife, and all that he 
had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb. 

2 Now Abram was very rich in cattle, 
in silver, and in gold. 3 And he journeyed 
on from the Negeb as far as Bethel, to 
the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to 
the place where he had made an altar at 
the first; and there Abram called on the 
name of the Lord. 5 And Lot, who went 
with Abram, also had flocks and herds 
and tents, 6 so that the land could not 
support both of them dwelling together; 
for their possessions were so great that 
they could not dwell together, 7 and 
there was strife between rhe herdsmen 
of Abram’s cattle and the herdsmen of 

* Or terebinths 
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Lot’s cattle. At that time the Canaanites 
and the Per'izzites dwelt in the land. 

8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let 
there be no strife between you and me, 
and between your herdsmen and my 
herdsmen; for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not 
the whole land before you? Separate 
yourself from me. If you take the left 
hand, then I will go to the right; or if 
you take the right hand, then I will go 
to the left.” J ^And Lot lifted up his 
eyes, and saw that the Jordan valley 
was well watered everywhere like the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of 
Egypt, in the direction of Zo'ar; this 
was before the Lord destroyed Sodom 
and Gomor'rah. 11 So Lot chose for 
himself all the Jordan valley, and Lot 
journeyed east; thus they separated 
from each other. 12 Abram dwelt in the 
land of Canaan, while Lot dwelt among 
the cities of the valley and moved his 
tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men 
of Sodom were wicked, great sinners 
against the Lord. 

14 The Lord said to Abram, after 
Lot had separated from him, “Lift up 
your eyes, and look from the place 
where you are, northward and south¬ 
ward and eastward and westward; 15 for 
all the land which you see I will give to 
you and to your descendants for ever. 

I will make your descendants as the 
dust of the earth; so that if one can 
count the dust of the earth, your 
descendants also can be counted. 
i7 Arise, walk through the length and 
the breadth of the land, for I will give 
it to you.” 18 So Abram moved his tent, 
and came and dwelt by the oaks* of 
Mamre, which are at Hebron; and there 
he built an altar to the Lord. 
i A In the days of Am'raphel king 
IT of Shinar, Ar'i-och king of Ella'- 
sar, Ched-or-lao'mer king of Elam, and 
Tidal king of Goi'im, 2 these kings 
made war with Bera king of Sodom, 
Birsha king of Gomor'rah, Shinab king 
of Admah, Sheme'ber king of Zeboi- 
im, and the king of Bela (that is, Zo'ar). 
3 And all these joined forces in the 
Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 
4 Twelve years they had served Ched- 
or-lao'mer, but in the thirteenth year 
they rebelled. 3 In the fourteenth year 
Ched-or-lao'mer and the kings who 
were with him came and subdued the 

1.16. 
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Rcph'airn in Ash'teroth-kama'im, the 
Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in Sha'veh- 
kiriatha'im, 6 and the Horites in their 
Mount Se'ir as far as Ei-paran on the 
border of the wilderness; 7 then they 
turned back and came to En-mish'pat 
(that is, Kadesh), and subdued all the 
country of the AmaTekites, and also 
the Anionics who dwelt in Haz'azon- 
ta'mar, 8 Then the king of Sodom, the 
king of Gomor'rah, the king of A dm ah, 
the king of Zeboi'im, and the king of 
Bela (that is, Zo'ar) went out, and they 
joined battle in the Valley of Siddim 
w with Ched-or-lao'mer king of Elam, 
Tidal king of Goi'im, Am'raphel king of 
Shinar, and Ar'i-ocn king of EUa'sar, 
four kings against five. 10 Now the 
Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen 
pits; and as the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, 
and the rest fled to the mountain. 11 So 
the enemy took all die goods of Sodom 
and Gomor rah, and all their provisions, 
and went their way; 12 they also took 
Lot, the son of Abram's brother, who 
dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and 
departed. 

13 Then one who had escaped came, 
and told Abram the Hebrew, who was 
living by the oaks* of Mature the 
Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of 
Aner; these were allies of Abram. 
14 When Abram heard that his kinsman 
had been taken captive, he led forth his 
trained men, bom in his house, three 
hundred and eighteen of them, and 
went in pursuit as far as Dan* 15 And he 
divided his forces against them by 
night, he and his servants, and routed 
them and pursued them to Hobah, 
north of Damascus . 16 Then he brought 
back all the goods, and also brought 
back his kinsman Lot with his goods, 
and the women and the people. 

17 After his return from the defeat of 
Ched-or-lao'mer and the kings who 
were with him, the king of Sodom 
went out to meet him at the Valley of 
Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley). 
l8 And Melchiz'edek king of Salem 
brought out bread and wine; he was 
priest of God Most High. 19 And he 
blessed him and said, 

“Blessed be Abram by God Most 
High, 
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maker of heaven and earth; 

20 and blessed be God Most High, 

who has delivered your enemies 
into your hand!” 

And Abram gave him a tenth of every¬ 
thing. 21 And the king of Sodom said to 
Abram, “Give me the persons, but take 
the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram 
said to the king of Sodom, “1 have 
sworn to the Lord God Most High, 
maker of heaven and earth, 23 that I 
would not take a thread or a sandal- 
thong or anything that is yours, lest you 
should say, *1 have made Abram rich/ 
24 I will take nothing but what the young 
men have eaten, and the share of the 
men who went with me; let Aner, Esh¬ 
col, and Mamre take their share.” 

1 £ After these things the word of 
A*/ the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, “Fear not, Abram, I am your 
shield; your reward shall be very great/* 

2 But Abram said, “O Lord God, what 
wilt thou give me, for 1 continue child¬ 
less, and die heir of my house is Eiie'zer 
of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Be¬ 
hold, thou hast given me no offspring; 
and a slave born m my house will be my 
heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the 
Lord came to him, ‘‘This man shall not 
be your heir; your own son shall be 
your heir.” 5 And he brought him out¬ 
side and said, “Look toward heaven, 
and number the stars, if you are able to 
number them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your descendants be.” 6 And 
he believed the Lord; and he reckoned 
it to him as righteousness. 

7 And he said to him, “I am the Lord 
who brought you from Ur of the Chal- 
dc'ans, to give you this land to possess.” 
8 But he said, “O Lord God, how am I 
to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He 
said to him, “Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a she-goat three years old, a 
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him 
all these, cut them in two, and laid each 
half over against the other; but he did 
not cut the birds in two. “And when 
birds of prey came down upon the car¬ 
casses. Abram drove them away. 

12 As the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell on Abram; and Jo, a dread and 
great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then 
the Lord said to Abram* “Know of a 
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surety that your descendants will be 
sojourners in a land that is not theirs, 
and will be slaves there, and they will be 
oppressed for four hundred years; 14 but 
1 will bring judgment on the nation 
which they serve, and afterward they 
shall come out with great possessions. 
15 As for yourself, you shall go to your 
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in 
a good old age. 16 And they shall come 
back here in the fourth generation; for 
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete/ 5 

17 When the sun had gone down and 
it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot 
and a flaming torch passed between 
these pieces. ft On that day the Lord 
made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
“To your descendants I give this land, 
from the river of Egypt to the great 
river, the river Eu-phra'tcs, 19 the land 
of the Ken'ites, the Ken'izzites, the 
Kad'monites, 20 the Hittites, the Per'*- 
izzites, the Reph'aim, 21 the Amorites, 
the Canaanites, the Gir'gashites and the 
.Ubusites.” 

1 l^ ow Sar ai, Abram's wife, bore 
J.O him no children. She had an 
Egyptian maid whose name was llagar; 

2 and Sar'ai said to Abram,- “Behold 
now, the Lord has prevented me from 
bearing children; go in to my maid; it 
may be that 1 shall obtain children by 
her.” And Abram hearkened to the 
voice of Sar'ai. 3 So, after Abram had 
dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, 
Sar'ai, Abram's wife, took Hagar the 
Egyptian, her maid, and gave her to 
Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he 
went in to Hagar, and she conceived; 
and when she saw that she had con¬ 
ceived, she looked with contempt on her 
mistress. 5 And Sar'ai said to Abram, 
“May the wrong done to me be on you! 
I gave my maid to your embrace, and 
when she saw that she had conceived, 
she looked on me with contempt. May 
the Lord judge between you and me!” 
6 But Abram said to Sar'ai, “Behold, 
your maid is in your power; do to her 
as you please.” Then Sar'ai dealt 
harshly with hen and she fled from her. 

7 The angel of the Lord found her by 
a spring of water in the wilderness, the 
spring on the way to Shur. 8 And he 


12 Birth of Ishmael 

said, “Hagar, maid of Sar'ai, where 
have you come from and where are you 
going? 55 She said, “I am fleeing from 
my mistress Sar'ai.” * The angel of the 
Lord said to her, “Return to your 
mistress, and submit to her.” ,0 The 
angel of the Lord also said to her, “I 
will so greatly multiply your descendants 
that they cannot be numbered for 
multitude.** ll And the angel of the Lord 
said to her, “Behold, you are with 
child, and shall bear a son; you shall 
call his name Ish'mael/ because the 
Lord has given heed to your affliction. 
12 He shall be a wild ass of a man, his 
hand against every man and every man’s 
hand against him; and he shall dwell 
over against all his kinsmen.** 13 So she 
called the name of the Lord who spoke 
to her, “Thou art a God of seeing”; for 
she said, “Have I really seen God and 
remained alive after seeing him?” tf 
14 Therefore the well was called Beer- 
la'hai-roi;» it lies between Kadesh and 
Bered. 

15 And Hagar bore Abram a son; and 
Abram called the name of his son, whom 
Hagar bore, Ish'maeL if) Abram was 
eighty-six years old when Hagar bore 
Ish'mael to Abram. 

When Abram was ninety-nine 
1 / years old the Lord appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, “1 am God 
Almighty ; w walk before me, and be 
blameless. 2 And I will make my cove¬ 
nant between me and you, and will 
multiply you exceedingly.” 3 Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to 
him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with 
you, and you shall be the father of a 
multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall 
your name be Abram,* but your name 
shall be Abraham ; v for I have made you 
the father of a multitude of nations. 6 I 
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and 
I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come forth from you. 'And I will 
establish my covenant between me and 
you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you 
and to your descendants after you. 8 And 
I will give to you, and to your descend¬ 
ants after you, the land of your so- 
joumings, all the land of Canaan, for an 


6 That s God hears * Cn : Heb have I even here seen after him who sees me ? 
v "1 hat is the well of one who sees and lives w Heb El Shaddai x That is exalted father 
v Ik-rc taken to mean father of a multitude 
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everlasting possession; and I will be 
their God.” 

9 And God said to Abraham, “As for 
you, you shall keep my covenant, you 
and your descendants after you through¬ 
out their generations. 10 This is my 
covenant, which you shall keep, be¬ 
tween me and you and your descendants 
after you: Every male among you shall 
be circumcised. 11 You shall be cir¬ 
cumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and you. 12 He that is eight 
days old among you shall be circum¬ 
cised; every male throughout your 
generations, whether bom in your 
house, or bought with your money from 
any foreigner who is not of your off¬ 
spring, 13 both he that is bom in your 
house and he that is bought with your 
money, shall be circumcised. So shall 
my covenant be in your flesh an ever¬ 
lasting covenant. 14 Ariy uncircumcised 
male who is not circumcised in the flesh 
of his foreskin shall be cut off .from his 
people; he has broken my covenant.” 

15 And God said to Abraham, “As 
for Sar'ai your wile, you shall not call 
her .name Sar'ai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. 16 ! will bless her, and moreover 
X will give you a son by her; 1 will bless 
her, and she shall be a mother of na¬ 
tions ; kings of peoples shall come from 
her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face 
and laughed, and said to himself, “Shall 
a child be born to a man who is a hun¬ 
dred years old? Shall Sarah, who is 
ninety years old, bear a child?” 18 And 
Abraham said to God, “O that Ish'mael 
might live in thy sight!” 19 God said, 
“No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you 
a son, and you shall call his name 
Isaac.* I will establish my covenant 
with him as an everlasting covenant for 
his descendants after him. 20 As for Jsh'- 
mael, I have heard you; behold, I will 
bless him and make him fruitful and 
multiply him exceedingly; he shall be 
the father of twelve princes, and I will 
make him a great nation. 2 * But I will 
establish my covenant with Isaac, whom 
Sarah shall bear to you at this season 
next year.” 

22 When he had finished talking with 
him, God went up from Abraham. 

23 Then Abraham took Ish'mael his son 
and all the slaves bom in his house or 

* That is he laughs ° Or terebinths b Heb stahs 
17.10s Acts 7.8. 17.11»14t Gen 17.24; 21.4. 
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bought with his money, every male 
among the men of Abraham’s house, 
and he circumcised the flesh of their 
foreskins that very day, as God had said 
to him. 24 Abraham was ninety-nine 
years old when he was circumcised in 
the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ish'mael 
his son was thirteen years old when he 
was circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin, 26 That very day Abraham and 
his son Ish'mael were circumcised; 
27 and all the men of his house, those 
bom in the house and those bought with 
money from a foreigner, were circum¬ 
cised with him. 

1 Q And the Lord appeared to him 
JLO by the oaks° of Mamre, as he sat 
at the door of his tent in the heat of the 
day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, 
and behold, three men stood in front of 
him. When he saw them, he ran from 
the tent door to meet them, and bowed 
himself to the earth, 3 and said, “My 
lord, if I have found favour in your sight, 
do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little 
water be brought, and wash your feet, 
and rest yourselves under the tree, 
5 while I fetch a morsel of bread, that 
you may refresh yourselves, and alter 
that you may pass on—since you have 
come to your servant.” So they said, 
“Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham 
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and 
said, “Make ready quickly three meas¬ 
ures 6 of fine meal, knead it, and make 
cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to die herd, 
and took a calf, tender and good, and 
gave it to the servant, who hastened to 
prepare it. 8 Then he took curds, and 
milk, and the calf which he had pre¬ 
pared, and set it before them; and he 
stood by them under the tree while they 
ate. 

9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah 
your wife?” And he said, “She is in the 
tent.” w The Lord said, “I will surely 
return to you in the spring, and Sarah 
your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah 
was listening at the tent door behind 
him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were 
old, advanced in age; it had ceased to 
be with Sarah after the manner of 
women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, 
saying, “After I have grown old, and 
my husband is old, shall I have pleas¬ 
ure?” 13 The Lord said to Abraham, 
“Why did Sarah laugh, and say, ‘Shall I 

18.12: 1 Pet 3.6. 
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indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 
14 Is anything too hard* for the Lord? 
At the appointed time I will return to 
you, in the spring, and Sarah shall have 
a son.” *5 But Sarah denied, saying, “I 
did not laugh”; for she was afraid. He 
said, “No, but you did laugh.” 

16 Then the men set out from there, 
and they looked toward Sodom; and 
Abraham went with them to set them 
on their way. 17 The Lord said, “Shall 
I hide from Abraham what I am about 
to do, 18 seeing that Abraham shall be¬ 
come a great and mighty nation, and all 
the nations of the earth shall bless them- 
sclvesrby him?* 19 No, for I have chosen* 
him, that he may charge his children 
and his household after him to keep the 
way of the Lord by doing righteousness 
and justice; so that the Lord may bring 
to Abraham what he has promised 
him.” 20 Then the Lord said, “Because 
the ourcry against Sodom and Gomor ¬ 
rah is great and their sin is very grave, 
21 I will go down to see whether they 
have done altogether according to the 
outcry which has come to me; and if 
not, I will know.” 

22 So the men turned from there, and 
went toward Sodom; but Abraham still 
stood before the Lord. 23 Then Abra¬ 
ham drew near, and said, “Wilt thou 
indeed destroy the righteous with the 
wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty 
righteous within the city; wilt thou then 
destroy the place and not spare it for the 
fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it 
from thee to do such a thing, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked, so that the 
righteous fare as the wicked! Far be 
that from thee! Shall not the Judge of 
all the earth do right?” 26 And the Lord 
said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous 
in the city, I will spare the whole place 
for their sake.” 2 'Abraham answered, 
“Behold, I have taken upon myself to 
speak to the Lord, I who am but dust 
and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty 
righteous are lacking? Wilt thou destroy 
the whole city for lack of five?” And he 
said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty- 
five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him, 
and said, “Suppose forty are found 
there.” He answered, “For the sake of 
forty .1 will not do it.” 39 Then he said, 
“Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak. Suppose thirty are found 
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there. He answered, “I will not do it, 
if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Be¬ 
hold, I have taken upon myself to speak 
to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found 
there.” He answered, “For the sake of 
twenty I will not destroy it.” 32 Then 
he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will speak again but this once. 
Suppose ten are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of ten I will 
not destroy it.” ' 3 And the Lord went 
his way, when he had finished speaking 
to Abraham; and Abraham returned to 
his place. 

% Q The two angels came to Sodom 
ly in the evening; and Lot was sit¬ 
ting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw 
them, he rose to meet them, and bowed 
himself with his face to the earth, 2 and 
said, “My lords, turn aside, I pray you, 
to your servant s house and spend the 
night, and wash your feet; then you may 
rise up early and go on your way.” They 
said, “No; we will spend the night in 
the street.” 3 But he urged them 
strongly; so they turned aside to him 
and entered his house; and he made 
them a feast, and baked unleavened 
bread, and they ate. 4 But before they 
lay down, the men of the dty, the men 
of Sodom, both young and old, all the 
people to the last man, surrounded the 
house; 3 and they called to Lot, “Where 
are the men who came to you tonight? 
Bring them out to us, that we may know 
them.” 6 Lot went out of the door to the 
men, shut the door after him, 7 and said, 
“I beg you, my brothers, do not act so 
wickedly. 8 Behold, I have two daugh¬ 
ters who have not known man; let me 
bring them out to you, and do to them 
as you please; only do nothing to these 
men, for they have come under the 
shelter of my roof.” 9 But they said, 
“Stand back!” And they said, “This 
fellow came to sojourn, and he would 
play the judge I Now we will deal worse 
with you than with them.” Then they 
pressed hard against the man Lot, and 
drew near to break the door. 10 But the 
men put forth their hands and brought 
Lot into the house to them, and shut the 
door. 11 And they struck with blindness 
the men who were at the door of the 
house, both small and great, so that they 
wearied themselves groping for the 
door. 


e Or wonderful * Or in him all the nations of the earth shall be blessed e Heb known 
18.14: Mr 19.26; Mk 10.27; Lk 1.37; Rom 9.9. 18.18; Gen 12.3; Acts 3.25; Gal 3.8. 
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12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have 
von any one else here? Sons-in-law. 
sons, daughters, or any one you have in 
the city, bring them out of the place; 

13 for we are about to destroy this place, 
because the outcry against its people 
has become great before the Lord, and 
the Lord has sent us to destroy it.” 

So Lot went out and said to his sons- 
in-law, who were to marry his daugh¬ 
ters “Up, get out of this place; for 
the Lord is about to destroy the city.” 
But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be 
iestsng. 

15 When morning dawned, the angels 
urged Lot, saying, “Arise, take your 
wife and vour two daughters who are 
here, lest you be consumed in the 
punishment of the city.” 16 But he 
lingered; so the men seized him and 
his wife and his two daughters by the 
hand, the Lord being merciful to him, 
and they brought him forth and set liim 
outside the city. 17 And when they had 
brought them forth, they-' said, “Flee 
for your life; do not look back or stop 
anywhere in the valley; flee to the hills, 
lest you be consumed,” 18 And Lot said 
to them, “Oh, no, my lords; iy behold, 
your servant has found favour in your 
sight, and you have shown me great 
kindness in saving my life; but I cannot 
flee to the hills, lest the disaster overtake 
me, and I die. 20 Behold, yonder city is 
near enough to flee to, and it is a little 
one. Let me escape there—is it not a 
little one?—and my life will be saved!” 

21 He said to him, “Behold, I grant you 
this favour also, that I will not overthrow 
the city of which you have spoken. 

22 Make haste, escape there; for I can 
do nothing till you arrive there.” There¬ 
fore the name of the city was called 
Zo'ar. ^ 23 The sun had risen on the 
earth when Lot came to Zo'ar, 

24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom 
and Gomor'rah brimstone and fire from 
the Lord out of heaven; 25 and he over¬ 
threw those cities, and all the valley, and 
all the inhabitants of the cities, and what 
grew on the ground. 2(1 But Lot’s wife 
behind him looked back, and she be¬ 
came a pillar of salt. 27 And Abraham 
went early in the morning to the place 
where he had stood before the Lord; 

28 and he looked down toward Sodom 
and Gomor'rah and toward all the land 

/ Gk Syr Vr : Hcb he * That is Little 
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of the valley, and beheld, and lo, the 
smoke of the land went up like the 
sinokc of a furnace. 

29 So it was that, when God de¬ 
stroyed the cities of the valley, God 
remembered Abraham, and sent Lot 
out of the midst of the overthrow, when 
he overthrew the cities in which Lot 
dwelt. 

30 Now Lot went up out of Zo'ar, and 
dwelt in the hills with his two daugh¬ 
ters, for he was afraid to dwell in Zo'ar; 
so he dwelt in a cave with his two 
daughters. 31 And the first-born said ro 
the younger, “Our father is old, and 
there is not a man on earth to come in 
to us after the manner of all the earth. 
32 Come, let us make our father drink 
wine, and we will lie with him, that we 
may preserve offspring through our 
father.” 33 So they made their father 
drink wine that night; and the first¬ 
born went in, and lay with her father; 
he did not know' when she lay down or 
when she arose. 34 And on the next day, 
the first-born said to the younger, “Be¬ 
hold, I lay last night with my father; let 
us make him drink wine tonight also; 
then you go in and lie with him, that we 
may preserve offspring through our 
father.” So they made their father 
drink wine that night also; and the 
younger arose, and lay with him; and 
he did not know when she lay down or 
when she arose. 36 Thus both the 
daughters of Lot were with child by 
their father. 37 The first-born bore a 
son, and called his name Moab ; he is 
the father of the Moabites to this day. 
38 The younger also bore a son, and 
called his name Ben-ammi; he is the 
father of the Ammonites to this day. 

From there Abraham jour¬ 
neyed toward the territory of the 
Negeb, and dwelt between Kadesh and 
Shur; and he sojourned in Gcrar. 2 And 
Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is 
my sister.” And Abim'elech king of 
Gerar sent and took Sarah. 3 But God 
came to Abim'elech in a dream by 
night, and said to him, “Behold, you are 

dead man, because of the woman 
whom you have taken; for she is a man's 
wife.” 4 Now Abim'elech had not ap¬ 
proached her; so he said, “Lord, wilt 
thou slay an innocent people? 5 Did he 
not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister*? 
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And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.* his old age at the time of which God had 
In the integrity of my heart and the in- spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the 
noeence of my hands 1 have done this/’ name of his son who was born to him, 
o Then God said to him in the dream, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And 
“Yes, I know that you have done this Abraham circumcised his son Isaac 
in the integrity of ypur heart, and it was when he was eight days old, as God had 
I who kept you from sinning against commanded him. 5 Abraham was a huri¬ 
me ; therefore I did not let you touch dred years old when his son Isaac was 
her. 7 Now then restore the man’s wife; bom to him. 6 And Sarah said, “God has 
for he is a prophet, and be will pray for made laughter for me; every one who 
you, and you shall live. But if you do hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she 
not restore her, know that you shall said, “Who would have said to Abraham 
surely die, you, and all that are yours/* that Sarah would suckle children? Yet I 
8 So Abim'elcch rose early in the have borne him a son in his old age.” 
morning, and called all his servants, and 8 And the child grew, and was weaned; 
told them all these tilings; and the men and Abraham made a great feast on the 
were very much afraid. v Then Abim - day that Isaac was weaned. 9 Bur Sarah 
elech called Abraham, and said to him, saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
“What have you done to us? And how whom she had borne to Abraham, play- 
have I sinned against you, that you have mg with her son Isaac.* 10 So she said to- 
brought on me and my kingdom a great Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman 
sin? You have dune to me things that with her son; for the son of this slave 
ought not to be done.” 10 And Abim'- woman shall not be heir with my son 
elech said to Abraham, “What were you Isaac.” 11 And the thing was very dis- 
tiiinking of, that you did this thing?” pleasing to Abraham on account of his 
J1 Abraham saiu, “I did it because 1 son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Be 
thought, There is no feai of God at all in not displeased because of the lad and 
this place, and they will kill me because because of your slave woman; whatever 
of my wife. 12 Besides she is indeed my Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for 
risier, the daughter of my father but not through Isaac shall your descendants be 
the daughter of my mother; and she be- named. 13 And I will make a nation of 
came my wife. 1 *And when God caused the son of the slave woman also, because 
me to wander irom my father’s house, I he is your offspring.” 14 So Abraham 
said to hei, ‘This is the kindness you rose early in the morning, and took 
must do me; at every place to which we bread and a skin of water, and gave it to 
come, say of me, He is my brother/ ” Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along 
14 Then Abim'elcch took sheep and with the child, and sent her away. And 
oxen, and male and female slaves, and she departed, and wandered in the wil- 
gave them to Abraham, and restored demess of Beer-sheba. 

Sarah his wife to him. 15 And Abim'- 15 When the water in the skin was 
elech said, “Behold, my land is before gone, she cast the child under one of 
you; dwell where it pleases you.” 16 To the bushes. 16 Then she went, and sat 
Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given down over against him a good way off, 
your brother a thousand pieces of silver; about the distance of a bowshot; for she 
it is your vindication in the eyes of all said, “Let me not look upon the death 
who are with you; and before every one of the child.” And as she sat over against 
you are rigirted.” 17 Then Abraham him, the child lifted up his voice* and 
prayed to God; and God healed Abim'- wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the 
elech, and also healed his wife and fe~ lad; and the angel of God called to 
male slaves so that they bore children. Hagar from heaven, and said to her, 
Eor the Lord had closed all the “What troubles you, Hagar? Fear nor; 
wombs of the house of Abim'elcch be- for God has heard the voice of the lad 
cause of Sarah, Abraham’s wife. where he is. 18 Arise, lift up the lad, and 

The Lord visited Sarah as he hold him fast with your hand; for I will 
ArX. had said, and the Lord did to make him a great nation/’ 19 Then God 
Sarah as he had promised. 2 And Sarah opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
conceived, and bore Abraham a son in water; and she went, and filled the skin 

A Gk Vg: Heb lacks with her son Isaac 1 Gk: Heb she lifted up her vote* 
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with water, and gave the lad a drink, and he cut the wood for the burnt offer- 
20And God was with the lad, and he ing, and arose and went to the place of 
grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and which God had told him. 4 On the third 
became an expert with the bow. " He day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw 
lived in the wilderness of Paran; and the place afar off. 5 Then Abraham said 
his mother took a wife for him from the to his young men, “Stay here with the 
land of Egypt. ass; I and the lad will go yonder and 

22 At that time Abim'elech and worship, and come again to you.** 6 And 
Phicol the commander of his army said Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
to Abraham, “God is with you in all offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and 
that you do; 23 now therefore swear to he took in his hand the fire and the 
me here by God that you will not deal knife. So they went both of them to- 
falsely with me or with my offspring or gether. 7 And Isaac said to his father 
with my posterity, but as I have dealt Abraham, “My father!” And he said, 
loyally with you, you will deal with me “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Be- 
and with the land where you have so- hold, the fire and the wood; but where 
journed.” 24 And Abraham said, “I will is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abra- 
swear.” ham said, “God will provide himself the 

25 When Abraham complained to lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So 
Abim'elech about a well of water they went both of them together, 
which Abim'elech’s servants had seized, 9 When they came to the place of 
2 <>Abim'elech said, “I do not know who which God had told him, Abraham 
has done this thing; you did not tell me, built an altar there, and laid the wood in 
and I have not heard of it until today.” order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid 
27 So Abraham took sheep and oxen and him on the altar, upon the wood, 
gave them to Abim elech, and the two 10 Then Abraham put forth his hand, 
men made a covenant. 28 Abraham set and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But 
seven ewe lambs of the flock apart, the angel of the Lord called to him 
29And Abim'elech said to Abraham, from heaven, and said, “Abraham, 
“What is the meaning of these seven Abraham!” And he said, “Here am 
ewe lambs which you have set apart?” I.” * 2 He said, “Do not lay your hand on 

30 He said, “These seven ewe lambs you the lad or do anything to him; for now I 
will take from my hand, that you may know that you fear God, seeing you 
be a witness for me that I dug this well.” have not withheld your son, your only 

31 Therefore that place was called Beer- son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted 
sheba ;■* because there both of them up his eyes and looked, and behold, be- 
swore an oath. 32 So they made a cove- hind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 
nant at Beer-sheba. Then Abim'elech by his horns; and Abraham went and 
and Phicol the commander of his army took the ram, and offered it up as a 
rose up and returned to the land of the burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So 
Philistines. 33 Abraham planted a tama- Abraham called the name of that place 
risk tree in Beer-sheba, and called there The Lord will provide;* as it is said to 
on the name of the Lord, the Everlast- this day, “On the mount of the Lord 
ing God. 34 And Abraham sojourned it shall be provided.”* 

many days in the land of the Philistines. 15 And the angel of the Lord called 
After these things God tested to Abraham a second time from heaven, 
^ Abraham, and said to him, 16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, 
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am says the Lord, because you have done 
I.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only this, and have not withheld your son, 
son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, 
land of Mori'ah, and offer him there as and I will multiply your descendants as 
a burnt offering upon one of the moun- the stars of heaven and as the sand 
tains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So which is on the seashore. And your 
Abraham rose early in the morning, descendants shall possess the gate of 
saddled his ass, and took two of his their enemies, 18 and by your descend- 
young men with him, and his son Isaac; ants shall all the nations of the earth 

* That is Well of seven or Well of the oath k Or see 1 Or he will be seen 
21.31: Gen 26.33. 22.1-16: Heb 11.17-19. 22.9-10, 12: Jas 2.21. 

22.16-17: Lk 1.73; Heb 6.13-14; 11.12. 22.18: Acts 3.25; GaL 3.16. 

R.S.V.—B 


3 



GENESIS 22 18 

bless themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham re¬ 
turned to his young men, and they 
arose and went together to Beer-sheba; 
and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 

20 Now after these things it was told 
Abraham, “Behold, Milcah also has 
borne children to your brother Nahor: 

21 Uz the first-bom. Buz his brother, 
Kemu'el the father of Aram, 22 Chesed, 
Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethu'el. 

23 Bethu'el became the father of Re- 
bekah. These eight Milcah bore to 
Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24 More¬ 
over, his concubine, whose name was 
Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, 
and Ma'acah. 

Sarah lived a himdred and 
JuD twenty-seven years; these were 
the years of the life of Sarah. 2 And 
Sarah died at Kir'iath-ar'ba (that is, 
Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and 
Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah 
and to weep for her. 3 And Abraham rose 
up from before his dead, and said to the 
Hittites, 4 “I am a stranger and a 
sojourner among you; give me property 
among you for a burying place, that I 
may bury my dead out of my sight.” 

5 The Hittites answered Abraham, 

6 “Hear us, my lord; you are a mighty 
prince among us. Bury your dead in the 
choicest of our sepulchres; none of us 
will withhold from you his sepulchre, 
or hinder you from burying your dead.” 
7 Abraham rose and bowed to the Hit¬ 
tites, the people of the land. 8And he 
said to them, “If you are willing that I 
should bury my dead out of my sight, 
hear me, and entreat for me Ephron the 
son of Zohar, 9 that he may give me the 
cave of Mach-pe'lah, which he owns; it 
is at the end of his field. For the full 
price let him give it to me in your 
presence as a possession for a burying 
place.” 10 Now Ephron was sitting 
among the Hittites; and Ephron the 
Hittite answered Abraham in the hear¬ 
ing of the Hittites, of all who went in at 
the gate of his city, 11 “No, my lord, 
hear me; I give you the field, and I give 
you the cave that is in it; in the presence 
of the sons of my people I give it to you; 
bury your dead.” 12 Then Abraham 
bowed down before the people of the 
land. 13 And he said to Ephron in the 
hearing of the people of the land, “But 
if you will, hear me; I will give the price 

23.4: Heb 11.9, 13. 23.16-17: Acts 7.16. 


Death of Sarah 
of the field; accept it from me, that 1 
may bury my dead there.” 14 Ephron 
answered Abraham, 15 “My lord, listen 
to me; a piece of land worth four hun¬ 
dred shekels of silver, what is that be¬ 
tween you and me? Bury your dead.” 
16 Abraham agreed with Ephron; and 
Abraham weighed out for Ephron the 
silver which he had named in the hear¬ 
ing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels 
of silver, according to the weights cur¬ 
rent among the merchants. 

17 So the field of Ephron in Mach- 
pe'lah, which was to the east of Mamre, 
the field with the cave which was in it 
and all the trees that were in the field, 
throughout its whole area, was made 
over 18 to Abraham as a possession in 
the presence of the Hittites, before all 
who went in at the gate of his city. 
19 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his 
wife in the cave of the field of Mach- 
pe'lah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) 
in the land of Canaan. 20 The field and 
the cave that is in it were made over to 
Abraham as a possession for a burying 
place by the Hittites, 

Now Abraham was old, well 
advanced in years; and the Lord 
had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And 
Abraham said to his servant, the oldest 
of his house, who had charge of all that 
he had, “Put your hand under my 
thigh, 3 and I will make you swear by 
the Lord, the God of heaven and of the 
earth, that you will not take a wife for 
my son from the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 but 
will go to my country and to my kindred, 
and take a wife for my son Isaac.” 5 The 
servant said to him, “Perhaps the 
woman may not be willing to follow me 
to this land; must I then take your son 
back to the land from which you came?” 
6 Abraham said to him, “See to it that 
you do not take my son back there. 
' The Lord, the God of heaven, who 
took me from my father’s house and 
from the land of my birth, and who 
spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your 
descendants I will give this land,’ he 
will send his angel before you, and you 
shall take a wife for my son from there. 
8 But if the woman is not willing to 
follow you, then you will be free from 
this oath of mine; only you must not 
take my son back there.” 9 So the serv¬ 
ant put his hand under the thigh of 
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Abraham his master, and swore to him 
concerning this matter. 

10 Then the servant took ten of his 
master’s camels and departed, taking 
all sorts of choice gifts from his master; 
and he arose, and went to Mesopota'- 
mia, to the city of Nahor. 11 And he 
made the camels kneel down outside the 
city by the well of water at the time of 
evening, the time when women go out 
to draw water. 12 And he said, “O Lord, 
God of my master Abraham, grant me 
success today, I pray thee, and show 
steadfast love to my master Abraham. 

13 Behold, I am standing by the spring 
of water, and the daughters of the men 
of the city are coming out to draw water. 

14 Let the maiden to whom I shall say, 
Tray let down your jar that I may 
drink,’ and who shall say, ‘Drink, and I 
will water your camels’—let her be the 
one whom thou hast appointed for thy 
servant Isaac. By this I shall know that 
thou hast shown steadfast love to my 
master.” 

15 Before he had done speaking, be¬ 
hold, Rebekah, who was born to 
Bethu'el the son of Milcah, the wife of 
Nahor, Abraham’s brother, came out 
with her water jar upon her shoulder. 
16 The maiden was very fair to look 
upon, a virgin, whom no man had 
known. She went down to the spring, 
and filled her jar, and came up. 17 Then 
the servant ran to meet her, and said, 
“Pray give me a little water to drink 
from your jar.” 18 She said, “Drink, my 
lord”; and she quickly let down her jar 
upon her hand, and gave him a drink. 
19 When she had finished giving him a 
drink, she said, “I will draw for your 
camels also, until they have done drink¬ 
ing.” 2( > So she quickly emptied her jar 
into the trough and ran again to the well 
to draw, and she drew for all his camels. 
21 The man gazed at her in silence to 
learn whether the Lord had prospered 
his journey or not. 

22 When the camels had done drink¬ 
ing, the man took a gold ring weighing a 
half shekel, and two bracelets for her 
anus weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and 
said; “Tell me whose daughter you are. 
Is there room in your father’s house for 
us to lodge in?” 24 She said to him, “I 
am the daughter of Bethu'el the son of 
Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 
25 She added, “We have both straw and 
provender enough, and room to lodge 


in.” 26 The man bowed his head and 
worshipped the Lord, 27 and said, 
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of my 
master Abraham, who has not forsaken 
his steadfast love and his faithfulness 
toward my master. As for me, the Lord 
has led me in the way to the house of 
my master’s kinsmen.” 

28 Then the maiden ran and told her 
mother’s household about these things. 
29 Rebekah had a brother whose name 
was Laban; and Laban ran out to the 
man, to the spring. 30 When he saw the 
ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s 
arms, and when he heard the words of 
Rebekah his sister, “Thus the man 
spoke to me,” he went to the man; and 
behold, he was standing by the camels 
at the spring. 31 He said, “Come in, O 
blessed of the Lord; why do you stand 
outside? For I have prepared the house 
and a place for the camels.” 32 So the 
man came into the house; and Laban 
ungirded the camels, and gave him 
straw and provender for the camels, and 
water to wash his feet and the feet of the 
men who were with him. 33 Then food 
was set before him to eat; but he said, 
“I will not eat until I have told my 
errand.” He said, “Speak on.” 

34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s serv¬ 
ant. 33 The Lord has greatly blessed my 
master, and he has become great; he has 
given him flocks and herds, silver and 
gold, menservants and maidservants, 
camels and asses. 36 And Sarah my 
master’s wife bore a son to my master 
when she was old; and to him he has 
given all that he has. 37 My master made 
me swear, saying, ‘You shall not take a 
wife for my son from the daughters of 
the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; 
38 but you shall go to my father’s house 
and to my kindred, and take a wife for 
my son.’ 39 I said to my master, ‘Per¬ 
haps the woman will not follow me.* 

40 But he said to me, ‘The Lord, before 
whom I walk, will send his angel with 
you and prosper your way; and you 
shall take a wife for my son from my 
kindred and from my father’s house; 

41 then you will be free from my oath, 
when you come to my kindred; and if 
they will not give her to you, you will 
be free from my oath.* 

42 “I came today to the spring, and 
said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master 
Abraham, if now thou wilt prosper the 
way which I go, 43 behold, I am stand- 
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ing by the spring of water; let the young “Will you go with this man?” She said, 
woman who comes out to draw, to “I will go.” 59 So they sent away Re- 
whom I shall say, “Pray give me a little bekah their sister and her nurse, and 
water from your jar to drink,” 44 and Abraham’s servant and his men. °°And 
who will say to me, “Drink, and I will they blessed Rebekah, and said to her, 
draw for your camels also,” let her be “Our sister, be the mother of thousands 
the woman whom the Lord has ap- of ten thousands; and may your de- 
pointed for my master’s son.’ scendants possess the gate of those who 

45 “Before I had done speaking in hate them!” 61 Then Rebekah and her 
my heart, behold, Rebekah came out maids arose, and rode upon the camels 
with her water jar on her shoulder; and and followed the man; thus the servant 
she went down to the spring, and drew, took Rebekah, and went his way. 

I said to her. Tray let me drink.’ 46 She 62 Now Isaac had come from" 
quickly let down her jar from her Beer-la'hai-roi, and was dwelling in the 
shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will Negeb. 63 And Isaac went out to medi- 
give your camels drink also.’ So I drank, tate in the field in the evening; and he 
and she gave the camels drink also, lifted up his eyes and looked, and be- 

47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter hold, there were camels coming. w And 
are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when 
Bethu'el, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah she saw Isaac, she alighted from the 
bore to him.’ So I put the ring on her camel, 6S and said to the servant, “Who 
nose, and the bracelets on her arms, is the man yonder, walking in the field 

48 Then I bowed my head and wor- to meet us?” The servant said, “It is 

shipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord., my master.” So she took her veil and 
the God of my master Abraham, who covered herself. 66 And the servant told 
had led me by the right way to take the Isaac all the things that he had done, 
daughter of my master’s kinsman for his 67 Then Isaac brought her into the 
son. 49 Now then, if you will deal loyally tent, 0 and took Rebekah, and she be- 
and truly with my master, tell me; and came his wife; and he loved her. So 
if not, tell me; that I may turn to the Isaac was comforted after his mother’s 
right hand or to the left.” death. 

50 Then Laban and Bethu'el an- Abraham took another wife, 

swered, “The thing comes from the JLD whose name was Ketu'rah. 2 She 
Lord; we cannot speak to you bad or bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, 
good. 51 Behold, Rebekah is before you, Mid'ian, Ishbak, and Shu'ah. 3 Jokshan 
take her and go, and let her be the wife was the father of Sheba and Dedan. The 
of your master’s son, as the Lord has sons of Dedan were Asshu'rim, Letu'- 
spoken.” shim, and Le-um'mim. 4 The sons of 

52 When Abraham’s servant heard Mid'ian were Ephali, Epher, Hanoch, 
their words, he bowed himself to the Abi'da, and Elda'ah. All these were the 
earth before the Lord. 53 And the serv- children of Ketu'rah. 5 Abraham gave all 
ant brought forth jewelry of silver and he had to Isaac. 6 But to the sons of his 
of gold, and raiment, and gave them to concubines Abraham gave gifts, and 
Rebekah; he also gave to her brother while he was still living he sent them 
and to her mother costly ornaments, away from his son Isaac, eastward to the 
s^And he and the men who were with east country. 

him ate and drank, and they spent the 7 These are the days of the years of 
night there. When they arose in the Abraham’s life, a hundred and seventy- 
morning, he said, “Send me back to my five years. 8 Abraham breathed his last 
master.” 55 Her brother and her mother and died in a good old age, an old man 
said, “Let the maiden remain with us a and full of years, and was gathered to 
while, at least ten days; after that she his people. 9 Isaac and Ish'mael his sons 
may go.” 56 But he said to them, “Do buried him in the cave of Mach-pe'lah, 
not delay me, since the Lord has pros- in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar 
pered my way; let me go that I may go the Hittite, east of Mamre, 10 the field 
to my master. * 57 They said, “We will which Abraham purchased from the 
call the maiden, and ask her.” 58 And Hittites. There Abraham was buried, 
they called Rebekah, and said to her, with Sarah his wife. n After the death of 

n Syr Tg: Hcb from coming to 0 Hcb adds Sarah his mother 
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Abraham God blessed Isaac his son. ate of his game; but Rebekah loved 
And Isaac dwelt at Beer-la hai-roi. Jacob. 

12 These are the descendants of Ish'- 29 Once when Jacob was boiling pot- 
mael, Abraham’s son, whom Hagar the tage, Esau came in from the field, and 
Egyptian, Sarah’s maid, bore to Abra- he was famished. 3t >And Esau said to 
ham. 13 These are the names of the sons Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red 
of Ish'mael, named in the order of their pottage, for I am famished!” (There- 
birth: Neba'ioth, the first-born of Ish'- fore his name was called Edom.') 
mael; and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 31 Jacob said, “First sell me your birth- 
14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, is Hadad, right.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; 
Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Ked'emah. of what use is a birthright to me?” 
16 These are the sons of Ish'mael and 33 Jacob said, “Swear to me first.”* So 


these are their names, by their villages 
and by their encampments, twelve 
princes according to their tribes. 
1" (These arc the years of the life of 
Ish'mael, a hundred and thirty-seven 
years; he breathed his last and died, and 
was gathered to his kindred.) l# They 
dwelt from Hav'i-lah to Shur, which is 
opposite Egypt in the direction of 
Assyria; he settled*' over against all his 
people. 

19 These are the descendants of 
Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was 
the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was 
forty years old when he took to wife 
Rebekah, the daughter of Bethu'el the 
Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of 
Laban the Aramean. 21 And Isaac prayed 
to the Lord for his wife, because she 
was barren; and the Lord granted his 
prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 
22 The children struggled together with¬ 
in her; and she said, “If it is thus, why 
do I live?”® So she went to inquire of 
the Lord. 23 And the Lord said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples, bom of you, 
shall be divided; 

the one shall be stronger than the 
other, 

the elder shall serve the younger.” 
24 When her days to be delivered were 
fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. 25 The first came forth red, all 
his body like a hairy mantle; so they 
called has name Esau. 26 Afterward his 
brother came forth, and his hand had 
taken hold of Esau’s heel; so his name 
was called Jacob. r Isaac was sixty years 
old when she bore them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was 
a skilful hunter, a man of the field, 
while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling 
in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau, because he 

v . Heb fell ® Syr: Hcb obscure r That is He takes by 
* Hcb today 
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he swore to him, and sold his birth¬ 
right to Jacob. 34 Then Jacob gave Esau 
bread and pottage of lentils, and he ate 
and drank, and rose and went his way. 
Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

Now there was a famine in the 
JL\J land, besides the former famine 
that was in the days of Abraham. And 
Isaac went to Gerar, to Abim'elech king 
of the Philistines. 2 And the Lord ap¬ 
peared to him, and said, “Do not go 
down to Egypt; dwell in the land of 
which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this 
land, and I will be with you, and will 
bless you; for to you and to your 
descendants I will give all these lands, 
and I will fulfil the oath which I swore 
to Abraham your father. 4 I will multi¬ 
ply your descendants as the stars of 
heaven, and will give to your descend¬ 
ants all these lands; and by your de¬ 
scendants all the nations of the earth 
shall bless themselves: 5 because Abra¬ 
ham obeyed my voice and kept my 
charge, my commandments, my statutes, 
and my laws.” 

6 So Isaac dwelt in Gerar. 7 When the 
men of the place asked him about his 
wife, he said, “She is my sister”; for he 
feared to say, “My wife,” thinking, 
“lest the men of the place should kill 
me for the sake of Rebekah”; because 
she was. fair to look upon. 8 When he 
had been there a long time, Abim'elech 
king of the Philistines looked out of a 
window and saw Isaac fondling Re¬ 
bekah his wife. 9 So Abim'elech called 
Isaac, and said, “Behold, she is your 
wife; how then could you say, ‘She is 
my sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Because 
I thought, ‘Lest I die because of her.’ ” 
10 Abim'elech said, “What is this you 
have done to us? One of the people 
might easily have lain with your wife> 

the heel or He supplants * That is Red 
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and you would have brought guilt upon said, “We see plainly that the Lord is 
us.” 11 So Abim'elech warned all the with you; so we say, let there be an oath 
people, saying, “Whoever touches this between you and us, and let us make a 
man or his wife shall be put to death.” covenant with you, 29 that you will do 
12 And Isaac sowed in that land, and us no harm, just as we have not touched 
reaped in the same year a hundredfold, you and have done to you nothing but 
The Lord blessed him, 13 and the man good and have sent you away in peace, 
became rich, and gained more and more You are now the blessed of the Lord.” 
until he became very wealthy. 14 He had 30 So he made them a feast, and they ate 
possessions of flocks and herds, and a and drank. 31 In the morning they rose 
great household, so that the Philistines early and took oath with one another; 
envied him. 15 (Now the Philistines had and Isaac set them on their way, and 
stopped and filled with earth all the they departed from him in peace, 
wells which his father’s servants had 32 That same day Isaac’s servants came 
dug in the days of Abraham his father.) and told him about the well which they 
16 And Abim'elech said to Isaac, “Go had dug, and said to him, “We have 
away from us; for you are much found water.” 33 He called it Shibah; 
mightier than we.” therefore the name of the city is Beer- 

17 So Isaac departed from there, and sheba to this day. 
encamped in the valley of Gerar and 34 When Esau was forty years old, he 
dwelt there. * 8 And Isaac dug again the took to wife Judith the daughter of 
wells of water which had been dug in Be-e'ri the Hittite, and Bas'emath the 
the days of Abraham his father; for the daughter of Elon the Hittite; 35 and they 
Philistines had stopped them after the made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah. 
death of Abraham; and he gave them When Isaac was old and his 

the names which his father had given • eyes were dim so that he could 
them. 19 But when Isaac’s servants dug not see, he called Esau his older son, 
in the valley and found there a well of and said to him, “My son”; and he an- 
springing water, 20 the herdsmen of swered, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Be- 
Gerar quarrelled with Isaac’s herdsmen, hold, I am old; I do not know the day 
saying, “The water is ours.” So he of my death. 3 Now then, take your 
called the name of the well Esek,« be- weapons, your quiver and your bow, 
cause they contended with him. 21 Then and go out to the field, and hunt game 
they dug another well, and they quar- for me, 4 and prepare for me savoury 
relied over that also; so he called its food, such as I love, and bring it to me 
name Sitnah.'*’ 22 And he moved from that I may eat; that I may bless you 
there and dug another well, and over before I die.” 

that they did not quarrel; so he called its 5 Now Rebekah was listening when 
name Reho'both,"' saying, “For now Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when 
the Lord has made room for us, and we Esau went to the field to hunt for game 
shall be fruitful in the land.” and bring it, 6 Rebekah said to her son 

23 From there he went up to Beer- Jacob, “I heard your father speak to 
sheba. ^And the Lord appeared to him your brother Esau, 7 ‘Bring me game, 
the same night and said, “lam the God and prepare for me savoury food, that I 
of Abraham your father; fear not, for I may eat it, and bless you before the 
am with you and will bless you and Lord before I die.’ 8 Now therefore, 
multiply your descendants for my serv- my son, obey my word as I command 
ant Abraham’s sake.” 23 So he built an you. 9 Go to the flock, and fetch me two 
altar there and called upon the name of good kids, that I may prepare from 
the Lord, and pitched his tent there, them savoury food for your father, such 
And there Isaac’s servants dug a well. as he loves; 10 and you shall bring it to 
26 Then Abim'elech went to him your father to eat, so that he may bless 
from Gerar with Ahuz'zath his adviser you before he dies.” 11 But Jacob said to 
and Phicol the commander of his army. Rebekah his mother, “Behold, my 
27 Isaac said to them, “Why have you brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a 
come to me, seeing that you hate me and smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will 
have sent me away from you?” 28 They feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking 
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him, and bring a curse upon myself and 
not a blessing.” 13 His mother said to 
him, “Upon me be your curse, my son; 
only obey my word, and go, fetch them 
to me.” 14 So he went and took them 
and brought them to his mother; and 
his mother prepared savoury food, such 
as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah 
took the best garments of Esau her older 
son, which were with her in the house, 
and put them on Jacob her younger 
son; 1(5 and the skins of the kids she put 
upon his hands and upon the smooth 
part of his neck; * 7 and she gave the 
savoury food and the bread, which she 
had prepared, into the hand of her son 
Jacob. 

18 So he went in to his father, and 
said, “My father”; and he said, “Here 
I am; who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob 
said to his father, “I am Esau your 
first-born. I have done as you told me; 
now sit up and eat of my game, that you 
may bless me.” 20 But Isaac said to his 
son, “How is it that you have found it 
so quickly, my son?” He answered, 
“Because the Lord your God granted 
me success.” 21 Then Isaac said to 
Jacob, “Come near, that I may feel you, 
my son, to know whether you are really 
my son Esau or not.” 22 So Jacob went 
near to Isaac his father, who felt him 
and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, 
but the hands are the hands of Esau.” 
23 And he did not recognise him, because 
his hands were hairy like his brother 
Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 24 He 
said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He 
answered, “I am.” 25 Then he said, 
“Bring it to me, that I may eat of my 
son’s game and bless you.” So he 
brought it to him, and he ate; and he 
brought him wine, and he drank. 

26 Then his father Isaac said to him, 
“Come near and kiss me, my son.” 

27 So he came near and kissed him; and 
he smelled the smell of his garments, 
and blessed him, and said, 

“See, the smell of my son 
is as the smell of a field which the 
Lord has blessed! 

28 May God give you of the dew of 

heaven, 

and of the fatness of the earth, 
and plenty of grain and wine. 

29 Let peoples serve you, 

and nations bow down to you. 

Be lord over your brothers, 

*Cn: Heb of all V Ot of 


and may your mother’s sons bow 
down to you. 

Cursed be every one who curses you, 

and blessed be every one who blesses 
you!” 

30 As soon as Isaac had finished bless¬ 
ing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely 
gone out from the presence of Isaac his 
father, Esau his brother came in from 
his hunting. 31 He also prepared savoury 
food, and brought it to his father. And 
he said to his father, “Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son’s game, that you 
may bless me.” 32 His father Isaac said 
to him, “Who are you?” He answered, 
“I am your son, your first-born, Esau.” 

33 Then Isaac trembled violently, and 
said, “Who was it then that hunted 
game and brought it to me, and I ate it 
all 1 before you came, and I have blessed 
him?—yes, and he shall be blessed.” 

34 When Esau heard the words of his 
father, he cried out with an exceedingly 
great and bitter cry, and said to his 
father, “Bless me, even me also, O my 
father!” 35 But he said, “Your brother 
came with guile, and he has taken away 
your blessing.” 36 Esau said, “Is he not 
rightly named Jacob? For he has sup¬ 
planted me these two times. He took 
away my birthright; and behold, now 
he has taken away my blessing.” Then 
he said, “Have you not reserved a 
blessing for me?” 37 Isaac answered 
Esau, “Behold, I have made him your 
lord, and all his brothers I have given to 
him for servants, and with grain and 
wine I have sustained him. What then 
can I do for you, my son?” 38 Esau said 
to his father, “Have you but one bless¬ 
ing, my father? Bless me, even me also, 
O my father.” And Esau lifted up his 
voice and wept. 

39 Then Isaac his father answered 
him: 

“Behold, away from*' the famess of 
the earth shall your dwelling be, 
and away from*' the dew of heaven 
on high. 

40 By your sword you shall live, 

and you shall serve your brother; 

but when you break loose 

you shall break his yoke from your 
neck.” 

41 Now Esau hated Jacob because of 
the blessing with which his father had 
blessed him, and Esau said to himself, 
“The days of mourning for my father 
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are approaching; then I will kill my because the sun had set. Taking one of 
brother Jacob.” 42 But the words of the stones of the place, he put it under 
Esau her older son were told to Re- his head and lay down in that place to 
bekah; so she sent and called Jacob her sleep. 12 And he dreamed that there was 
younger son, and said to him, “Behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top 
your brother Esau comforts himself by of it reached to heaven; and behold, the 
planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, angels of God were ascending and de¬ 
my son, obey my voice; arise, flee to scending on it! 13 And behold, the Lord 
Laban my brother in Haran, 44 and stood above it« and said, “I am the 
stay with him a while, until your Lord, the God of Abraham your father 
brother’s fury turns away; 45 until your and the God of Isaac; the land on which 
brother’s anger turns away, and he for- you lie I will give to you and to your de- 
gets what you have done to him; then I scendants; 14 and your descendants 
will send, and fetch you from there, shall be like the dust of the earth, and 
Why should I be bereft of you both in you shall spread abroad to the west and 
one day?” to the east and to the north and to the 

46 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I south; and by you and your descendants 
am weary of my life because of the shall all the families of the earth bless 
Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of themselves . b 15 Behold, I am with you 
the Hittite women such as these, one and will keep you wherever you go, and 
of the women of the land, what good will bring you back to this land; for I 
will my life be to me?” 1 Then Isaac will not leave you until I have done that 
called Jacob and blessed him, and of which I have spoken to you.” 16 Then 
JLO charged him, “You shall not Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 
marry one of the Canaanite women. “Surely the Lord is in this place; and I 
2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid, 
of Bethu el your mother’s father; and and said, “How awesome is this place! 
take as wife from there one of the Tiiis is none other than the house of 
daughters of Laban your mother’s God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
brother. 3 God Almighty 2 bless you and 18 So Jacob rose early in the morn- 
make you fruitful and multiply you, ing, and he took the stone which he had 
that you may become a company of put under his head and set it up for a 
peoples. 4 May he give the blessing of pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 
Abraham to you and to your descend- 19 He called the name of that place 
ants with you, that you may take pos- Bethel ; c but the name of the city was 
session of the land of your sojournings Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a 
which God gave to Abraham!” 5 Thus vow, saying, “If God will be with me, 
Isaac sent Jacob away; and he went to and will keep me in this way that I go, 
Paddan-aram to Laban, the son of and will give me bread to eat and cloth- 
Bethu'el the Aramean, the brother of ing to wear, 21 so that I come again to 
Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. my father’s house in peace, then the 
6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had Lord shall be my God, *2 and this 
blessed Jacob and sent him away to stone, which I have set up for a pillar, 
Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, shall be God’s house; and of all that 
and that as he blessed him he charged thou givest me I will give the tenth to 
him, “You shall not marry one of the thee.” 

Canaanite women,” 7 and that Jacob Then Jacob went on his journey, 

had obeyed his father and his mother ^7 and came to the land of the people 
and gone to Paddan-aram, 8 So when of the east. 2 As he looked, he saw a well 
Esau saw that the Canaanite women did in the field, and lo, three flocks of sheep 
not please Isaac his father, 9 Esau went lying beside it; for out of that well the 
to Ish'mael and took to wife, besides the flocks were watered. The stone on the 
wives he had, Ma'halath the daughter well’s mouth was large, 3 and when all 
of Ish'mael Abraham’s son, the sister of the flocks were gathered there, the shep- 
Neba'ioth. herds would roll the stone from the 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went mouth of the well, and water the sheep, 
toward Haran. 11 And he came to a cer- and put the stone back in its place upon 
tain place, and stayed there that night, the mouth of the well. 

* Hcb El Shaddai a Or beside him b Or be blessed e That is The house of God 
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4 Jacob said to them, “My brothers, gathered together all the men of the 
where do you come from?” They said, place, and made a feast. 23 But in the 
“We are from Haran.” 5 He said to evening he took his daughter Leah and 
them, “Do you know Laban the son of brought her to Jacob; and he went in to 
Nahor?” They said, “We know him.” her. 24 (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to 
<5 He said to them, “Is it well with him?” his daughter Leah to be her maid.) 
They said, “It is well; and see, Rachel 25 And in the morning, behold, it was 
his daughter is coming with the sheep!” Leah; and Jacob said to Laban, “What 
7 He said, “Behold, it is still high day, is this you have done to me? Did I not 
it is not time for the animals to be gath- serve with you for Rachel? Why then 
ered together; water the sheep, and go, have you deceived me?” 26 Laban said, 
pasture them.” 8 But they said, “We “It is not so done in our country, to give 
cannot until all the flocks are gathered the younger before the first-born, 
together, and the stone is rolled from 27 Complete the week of this one, and 
the mouth of the well; then we water the we will give you the other also in return 
sheep.” for serving me another seven years.” 

9 While he was still speaking with 28 Jacob did so, and completed her 
them, Rachel came with her father’s week; then Laban gave him his daugh- 
sheep; for she kept them. io Now when ter Rachel to wife. 29 (.Laban gave his 
Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban maid Bilhah to his daughter Rachel to 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep of be her maid.) 30 So Jacob went in to 
Laban his mother’s brother, Jacob went Rachel also, and he loved Rachel more 
up and rolled the stone from the well’s than Leah, and served Laban for an- 
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban other seven years, 
his mother’s brother. 11 Then Jacob 31 When die Lord saw that Leah was 
kissed Rachel, and wept aloud. 12 And hated, he opened her womb; but 
Jacob told Rachel that he was her fa- Rachel was barren. 32 And Leah con- 
ther’s kinsman, and that he was Re- ceived and bore a son, and she called his 
bekah’s son; and she ran and told her name Reuben % d for she said, “Because 
father. the Lord has looked upon my affliction; 

13 When Laban heard the tidings of surely now my husband will love me.” 
Jacob his sister’s son, he ran to meet 33 She conceived again and bore a son, 
him, and embraced him and kissed him, and said, “Because the Lord has heard 5 
and brought him to his house. Jacob that I am hated, he has given me this 
told Laban all these things, 14 and Laban son also”; and she called his name 
said to him, “Surely you are my bone Simeon. 34 Again she conceived and bore 
and my flesh!” And he stayed with him a son, and said, “Now this time my 
a month. husband will be joined/ to me, because 

15 Then Laban said to Jacob, “Be- I have borne him three sons”; therefore 
cause you are my kinsman, should you his name was called Levi. 35 And she 
therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, conceived again and bore a son, and 
what shall your wages be?” 16 Now said, “This time I will praise? the 
Laban had two daughters; the name of Lord”; therefore she called his name 
the older was Leah, and the name of the Judah; then she ceased bearing, 
younger was Rachel. 17 Leah’s eyes were 5A When Rachel saw that she bore 
weak, but Rachel was beautiful and 3 vr Jacob no children, she envied her 
lovely. 1* Jacob loved Rachel; and he sister; and she said to Jacob, “Give me 
said, “I will serve you seven years for children, or I shall die!” 2 Jacob’s anger 
your younger daughter Rachel.” 19 La- was kindled against Rachel, and he said, 
ban said, “It is better that I give her to “Am I in the place of God, who has 
you than that I should give her to any withheld from you the fruit of the 
other man; stay with me.” 20 So Jacob womb?” 3 Then she said, “Here is my 
served seven years for Rachel, and they maid Bilhah; go in to her, that she may 
seemed to him but a few days because bear upon my knees, and even I may 
of the love he had for her. have children through her.” 4 So she 

21 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give gave him her maid Bilhah as a wife; and 
me my wife that I may go in to her, for Jacob went in to her. 5 And Bilhah con- 
my time is completed.” 22 So Laban ceived and bore Jacob a son. 6 Then 

4 That is See, a son e Heb shama f Heb latoah 9 Heb hodah 
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Rachel said, “God has judged me, and 
has also heard my voice and given me a 
son”; therefore she called his name 
Dan. A 7 Rachel’s maid Bilhah conceived 
again and bore Jacob a second son. 
8 Then Rachel said, “With mighty 
wrestlings I have wrestled* with my 
sister, and have prevailed”; so she 
called his name Naph 'tali. 

9 When Leah saw that she had ceased 
bearing children, she took her maid 
Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as a wife. 
10 Then Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob 
a son. 11 And Leah said, “Good for¬ 
tune!” so she called his name Gad.-* 
12 Leah’s maid Zilpah bore Jacob a 
second son. 13 And Leah said, “Happy 
am I! For the women will call me 
happy”; so she called his name Asher.* 

14 In the days of wheat harvest 
Reuben went and found mandrakes in 
the field, and brought them to his 
mother Leah. Then Rachel said to 
Leah, “Give me, I pray, some of your 
son’s mandrakes.” 15 But she said to 
her, “Is it a small matter that you have 
taken away my husband? Would you 
take away my son’s mandrakes also?” 
Rachel said, “Then he may lie with you 
tonight for your son’s mandrakes.” 
16 When Jacob came from the field in 
the evening, Leah went out to meet him, 
and said, “You must come in to me; for 
I have hired you with my son’s man¬ 
drakes.” So he lay with her that night. 
,7 And God hearkened to Leah, and she 
conceived and bore Jacob a fifth son. 
18 Leah said, “God has given me my 
hire* because I gave my maid to my hus¬ 
band”; so she called his name Is'sachar. 
l9 And Leah conceived again, and she 
bore Jacob a sixth son. 20 Then Leah 
said, “God has endowed me with a good 
dowry; now my husband will honour" 4 
me, because I have borne him six sons”; 
so she called his name Zeb'ulun. 
^Afterwards she bore a daughter, and 
called her name Dinah. 22 Then God re¬ 
membered Rachel, and God hearkened 
to her and opened her womb. 23 She 
conceived and bore a son, and said, 
“God has taken away my reproach”; 
24 and she called his name Joseph," 
saying, “May the Lord add to me an¬ 
other son!” 

25 When Rachel had borne Joseph, 
Jacob said to Laban, “Send me away, 

* That it He i Heb mphtal ■* That is Fortune 

* That ia He 


that I may go to my own home and 
country. 26 Give me my wives and my 
children for whom I have served you, 
and let me go; for you know the service 
which I have given you.” 27 But Laban 
said to him, “If you will allow me to say 
so, I have learned by divination that the 
Lord has blessed me because of you; 

28 name your wages, and I will give it.” 

29 Jacob said to him, “You yourself 
know how I have served you, and how 
your cattle have fared with me. 30 For 
you had little before I came, and it has 
increased abundantly; and the Lord has 
blessed you wherever I turned. But now 
when shall I provide for my own house¬ 
hold also?” 31 He said, “What shall I 
give you?” Jacob said, “You shall not 
give me anything; if you will do this for 
me, I will again feed your flock and 
keep it: 32 let me pass through all your 
flock today, removing from it every 
speckled and spotted sheep and every 
black lamb, and the spotted and 
speckled among the goats; and such 
shall be my wages. 33 So my honesty will 
answer for me later, when you come to 
look into my wages with you. Every one 
that is not speckled and spotted among 
the goats and black among the lambs, if 
found with me, shall be counted stolen.” 
34 Laban said, “Good! Let it be as you 
have said.” 35 But that day Laban re¬ 
moved the he-goats that were striped 
and spotted, and all the she-goats that 
were speckled and spotted, every one 
that had white on it, and every lamb 
that was black, and put them in charge 
of his sons; 36 and he set a distance of 
three days’ journey between himself and 
Jacob; and Jacob fed the rest of Laban’s 
flock. 

37 Then Jacob took fresh rods of 
poplar and almond and plane, and 
peeled white streaks in them, exposing 
the white of the rods. 38 He set the rods 
which he had peeled in front of the 
flocks in the runnels, that is, the water¬ 
ing troughs, where the flocks came to 
drink. And since they bred when they 
came to drink, 39 the flocks bred in front 
of the rods and so the flocks brought 
forth striped, speckled, and spotted. 
40 And Jacob separated the lambs, and 
set the faces of the flocks toward the 
striped and all the black in the flock of 
Laban; and he put his own droves apart, 

* That i> Happy 1 Heb takar m Heb xabal 



Laban pursues Jacob 
and did not put them with Laban’s 
flock. 41 Whenever the stronger of the 
flock were breeding Jacob laid the rods 
in the runnels before the eyes of the 
flock, that they might breed among the 
rods, 42 but for the feebler of the flock 
he did not lay them there; so the feebler 
were Laban’s, and the stronger Jacob’s. 
43 Thus the man grew exceedingly rich, 
and had large flocks, maidservants and 
menservants, and camels and asses. 

O -fl Now Jacob heard that the sons of 
JA Laban were saying, “Jacob has 
taken all that was our father’s; and from 
what was our father’s he has gained all 
this wealth.” 2 And Jacob saw that Laban 
did not regard him with favour as before. 
3 Then the Lord said to Jacob, “Return 
to the land of your fathers and to your 
kindred, and I will be with you.” 4 So 
Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah 
into the field where his flock was, 5 and 
said to them, “I see that your father 
does not regard me with favour as he did 
before. But the God of my father has 
been with me. 6 You know that I have 
served your father with all my strength; 
7 yet your father has cheated me and 
changed my wages ten times, but God 
did not permit him to harm me. 8 If he 
said, ‘The spotted shall be your wages,’ 
then all the flock bore spotted; and if he 
said, ‘The striped shall be your wages,’ 
then all the flock bore striped. 9 Thus 
God has taken away the cattle of your 
father, and given them to me. 10 In the 
mating season of the flock I lifted up 
my eyes, and saw in a dream that the he- 
goats which leaped upon the flock were 
striped, spotted, and mottled. 11 Then 
the angel of God said to me in the 
dream, ‘Jacob,* and I said, ‘Here I am!’ 
12 And he said, ‘Lift up your eyes and 
see, all the goats that leap upon the 
flock are striped, spotted, and mottled; 
for I have seen all that Laban is doing 
to you. 13 i am the God of Bethel, where 
you anointed a pillar and made a vow to 
me. Now arise, go forth from this 
land, and return to the land of your 
birth.* ” I 4 Then Rachel and Leah 
answered him, “Is there any portion 
or inheritance left to us in our father’s 
house? 15 Are we not regarded by him 
as foreigners? For he has sold us, and 
he has been using up the money 
given for us. 16 A11 the property which 
God has taken away from our father 
belongs to us and to our children; 
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now then, whatever God has said to 
you, do.” 

17 So Jacob arose, and set his sons 
and his wives on camels; 18 and he 
drove away all his cattle, all his live¬ 
stock which he had gained, the cattle in 
his possession which he had acquired in 
Faddan-aram, to go to the land of 
Canaan to his father Isaac. 19 Laban had 
gone to shear his sheep, and Rachel 
stole her father’s household gods. 20 And 
Jacob outwitted Laban the Aramean, in 
that he did not tell him that he intended 
to flee. 21 He fled with all that he had, 
and arose and crossed the Eu-phra'tes, 
and set his face toward the hill country 
of Gilead. 

22 When it was told Laban on the 
third day that Jacob had fled, 23 he took 
his kinsmen with him and pursued him 
for seven days and followed close after 
him into the hill country of Gilead. 
24 But God came to Laban the Aramean 
in a dream by night, and said to him, 
“Take heed that you say not a word to 
Jacob, either good or bad.” 

25 And Laban overtook Jacob. Now 
Jacob had pitched his tent in the hill 
country, and Laban with his kinsmen 
encamped in the hill country of Gilead. 
26 And Laban said to Jacob, “What have 
you done, that you have cheated me, 
and carried away my daughters like 
captives of the sword? 27 Why did you 
flee secretly, and cheat me, and did not 
tell me, so that I might have sent you 
away with mirth and songs, with tam¬ 
bourine and lyre? 28 And why did you 
not permit me to kiss my sons and my 
daughters farewell? Now you have done 
foolishly. 29 It is in my power to do you 
harm; but the God of your father spoke 
to me last night, saying, ‘Take heed that 
you speak to Jacob neither good nor 
bad.’ *QAnd now you have gone away 
because you longed greatly for your 
father’s house, but why did you steal 
my gods?” 31 Jacob answered Laban, 
“Because I was afraid, for I thought 
that you would take your daughters 
from me by force. 52 Any one with whom 
you find your gods shall not live. In the 
resence of our kinsmen point out what 
have that is yours, and take it.” Now 
Jacob did not know that Rachel had 
stolen them. 

33 So Laban went into Jacob’s tent, 
and into Leah’s tent, and into the tent 
of the two maidservants, but he did not 
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find them. And he went out of Leah’s witness between you and me today.” 
tent, and entered Rachel’s. 34 Now Ra- Therefore he named it Galeed, 49 and 
chcl had taken the household gods and the pillar® Mizpah,' for he said, “The 
put them in the camel’s saddle, and sat Lord watch between you and me, when 
upon them. Laban felt all about the we are absent one from the other. 50 If 
tent, but did not find them. 35 And she you ill-treat my daughters, or if you 
said to her father, “Let not my lord be take wives besides my daughters, al- 
angry that I cannot rise before you, for though no man is with us, remember, 
the way of women is upon me.” So he God is witness between you and me." 
searched, but did not find the household 51 Then Laban said to Jacob, “See 
gods. this heap and the pillar, which I have 

36 Then Jacob became angry, and set between you and me. 52 This heap is 
upbraided Laban; Jacob said to Laban, a witness, and the pillar is a witness, 
“What is my offence? What is my sin, that I will not pass over this heap to 
that you have hotly pursued me? 37 A1- you, and you will not pass over this heap 
though you have felt through all my and this pillar to me, for harm. 53 The 
goods, what have you found of all your God of Abraham and the God of Nahor, 
household goods? Set it here before my the God of their father, judge between 
kinsmen and your kinsmen, that they us.” So Jacob swore by the Fear of his 
may decide between us two. 38 These father Isaac, 54 and Jacob offered a 
twenty years I have been with you; your sacrifice on the mountain and called his 
ewes and your she-goats have not mis- kinsmen to eat bread; and they ate 
carried, and I have not eaten the rams bread and tarried all night on the moun- 
of your flocks. 39 That which was torn tain. 

by wild beasts I did not bring to you; I 55* Early in the morning Laban arose, 
bore the loss of it myself; of my hand and kissed his grandchildren and his 
you required it, whether stolen by day daughters and blessed them; then he 
or stolen by night. 40 Thus I was; by departed and returned home, 
day the heat consumed me, and the cold ^ Jacob wenjt on his way and the 
by night, and my sleep fled from my angels of God met him; 2 and 

eyes. 41 These twenty years I have been when Jacob saw them he said, “This is 
in your house; I served you fourteen God’s army!” So he called the name of 
years for your two daughters, and six that place Mahana'im.* 
years for your flock, and you have 3 And Jacob sent messengers before 
changed my wages ten times. 42 If the him to Esau his brother in the land of 
God of my father, the God of Abraham Se'ir, the country of Edom, 4 instructing 
and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on them, “Thus you shall say to my lord 
my side, surely now you would have Esau: Thus says your servant Jacob, ‘I 
sent me away empty-handed. God saw have sojourned with Laban, and stayed 
my affliction and the labour of my hands, until now; 5 and I have oxen, asses, 
and rebuked you last night.” flocks, menservants, and maidservants; 

43 Then Laban answered and said to and I have sent to tell my lord, in order 
Jacob, “The daughters are my daugh- that I may find favour in your sight.’ ” 
ters, the children are my children, the 6 And the messengers returned to 
flocks are my flocks, and all that you see Jacob, saying, “We came to your broth- 
is mine. But what can I do this day to er Esau, and he is coming to meet you, 
these my daughters, or to their children and four hundred men with him.” 
whom they have borne? 44 Come now, 7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and dis- 
let us make a covenant, you and I; and tressed; and he divided the people that 
let it be a witness between you and me.” were with him, and the flocks and herds 
45 So Jacob took a stone, and set it up as and camels, into two companies , 8 think- 
a pillar. 46 And Jacob said to his kins- ing, “If Esau comes to the one company 
men, “Gather stones,” and they took and destroys it, then the company which 
stones, and made a heap; and they ate is left will escape.” 
there by the heap. 47 Laban called it 9 And Jacob said, “O God of my 
Je'gar-sahadu'tha: 0 but Jacob called it father Abraham and God of my father 
Galeed.^ 48 Laban said, “This heap is a Isaac, O Lord who didst say to me, 

0 In Aramaic The heap of witness V In Hebrew The heap of witness Q Compare Sam: Heb lacks the pillar 
r That is Watchpost 4 Ch 32. 1 in Heb 1 Here taken to mean Two armtes 
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‘Return to your country and to your him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for 
kindred, and I will do you good,’ 10 I am the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I 
not worthy of the least of all the will not let you go, unless you bless 
steadfast love and all the faithfulness me.” 27 And he said to him, “What is 
which thou hast shown to thy servant, your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 
for with only my staff I crossed this 28 Then he said, “Your name shall no 
Jordan; and now I have become two more be called Jacob, but Israel, 1 * for 
companies. 11 Deliver me, I pray thee, you have striven with God and with 
from the hand of my brother, from the men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then 
hand of Esau, for I fear him, lest he come Jacob asked him, “Tell me, I pray, your 
and slay us all, the mothers with the name.” But he said, “Why is it that you 
children. 12 But thou didst say, ‘I will ask my name?” And there he blessed 
do you good, and make your descend- him. 30 So Jacob called the name of the 
ants as the sand of the sea, which cannot place Peni'el,® saying, “For I have seen 
be numbered for multitude.’ ” God face to face, and yet my life is pre- 

13 So he lodged there that night, served.” 31 The sun rose upon him as he 
and took from what he had with him a passed Penu'el, limping because of his 
present for his brother Esau, 14 two thigh. 32 Therefore to this day the 
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, Israelites do not eat the sinew of the hip 
two hundred ewes and twenty rams, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, 
15 thirty milch camels and their colts, because he touched the hollow of 
forty cows and ten bulls, twenty she- Jacob’s thigh on the sinew of the hip. 
asses and ten he-asses. 16 These he de- And Jacob lifted up his eyes 

livered into the hand of his servants, D J and looked, and behold, Esau was 
every drove by itself, and said to his coming, and four hundred men with 
servants, “Pass on before me, and put a him. So he divided the children among 
space between drove and drove.” 17 He Leah and Rachel and the two maids, 
instructed the foremost, “When Esau 2 And he put the maids with their chil- 
my brother meets you, and asks you, dren in front, then Leah with her chil- 
*To whom do you belong? Where are dren, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. 
you going? And whose are these before 3 He himself went on before them, bow- 
you?’ 18 then you shall say, ‘They be- ing himself to the ground seven times, 
long to your servant Jacob; they are a until he came near to his brother, 
present sent to my lord Esau; and more- 4 But Esau ran to meet him, and em- 
over he is behind us.’ ” 19 He likewise braced him, and fell on his neck and 
instructed the second and the third and kissed him, and they wept. 5 And when 
all who followed the droves, “You shall Esau raised his eyes and saw the women 
say the same thing to Esau when you and children, he said, “Who are these 
meet him, 20 and you shall say, ‘More- with you?” Jacob said, “The children 
over your servant Jacob is behind us.’ ” whom God has graciously given your 
For he thought, “I may appease him servant.” 6 Then the maids drew near, 
with the present that goes before me, they and their children, and bowed 
and afterwards I shall see his face; per- down; 7 Leah likewise and her children 
haps he will accept me.” 21 So the drew near and bowed down; and last 
present passed on before him; and he Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they 
himself lodged that night in the camp, bowed down. 8 Esau said, “What do you 
22 The same night he arose and took mean by all this company which I met?” 
his two wives, his two maids, and his Jacob answered, “To find favour in the 
eleven children, and crossed the ford of sight of my lord.” 9 But Esau said, “I have 
the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent enough, my brother; keep what you 
them across the stream, and likewise have for yourself.” 10 Jacob said, “No, 
everything that he had. ^And Jacob I pray you, if I have found favour in 
was left alone; and a man wresded with your sight, then accept my present from 
him until the breaking of the day. my hand; for truly to see your face is 
25 When the man saw that he did not like seeing the face of God, with such 
prevail against Jacob, he touched the favour have you received me. 11 Accept, I 
hollow of his thigh; and Jacob’s thigh pray you, my gift that is brought to you, 
was put out of joint as he wresded with because God has dealt graciously with 

* That is He who strives with God or God strives v That is The face of God 
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me, and because I have enough.** Thus ing, “The soul of my son Shechem 
he urged him, and he took it. longs for your daughter; I pray you, 

12 Then Esau said, “Let us journey give her to him in marriage. 9 Make 
on our way, and I will go before you.” marriages with us; give your daughters 
13 But Jacob said to him, “My lord to us, and take our daughters for youi> 
knows that the children are frail, and selves. 10 You shall dwell with us; and 
that the flocks and herds giving suck are the land shall be open to you; dwell and 
a care to me; and if they are over- trade in it, and get property in it.** 
driven for one day, all the flocks will 11 Shechem also said to her father and to 
die. 14 Let my lord pass on before his her brothers, “Let me find favour in your 
servant, and I will lead on slowly, ac- eyes, and whatever you say to me I will 
cording to the pace of the cattle which give. 12 Ask of me ever so much as 
are before me and according to the pace marriage present and gift, and I will 
of the children, until I come to my lord give according as you say to me; only 
in Se'ir.” give me the maiden to be my wife.** 

15 So Esau said, “Let me leave with 13 The sons of Jacob answered 
you some of the men who are with me.” Shechem and his father Hamor de- 
But he said, “What need is there? Let ceitfiilly, because he had defiled their 
me find favour in the sight of my lord.” sister Dinah. 14 They said to them, “We 
So Esau returned that day on his way cannot do this thing, to give our sister 
to Se'ir. 17 But Jacob journeyed to Sue- to one who is uncircumcised, for that 
coth, w and built himself a house, and would be a disgrace to us. » Only on 
made booths for his cattle; therefore the this condition will we consent to you: 
name of the place is called Succoth. that you will become as we are and 
18 And Jacob came safely to the city every male of you be circumcised, 
of Shechem, which is in the land of 16 Then we will give our daughters to 
Canaan, on his way from Paddan- you, and we will take your daughters to 
aram; and he camped before the city, ourselves, and we will dwell with you 
19 And from the sons of Hamor, and become one people. 17 But if you 
Shechem’s father, he bought for a him- will not listen to us and be circumcised, 
dred pieces of money* the piece of land then we will take our daughter, and we 
which he had pitched his tent, will be gone.” 

20 There he erected an altar and called 18 Their words pleased Hamor and 
it El-Elo'he-Israel.w Hamor’s son Shechem. * 9 And the 

/ 2A Now Dinah the daughter of young man did not delay to do the 
d“ Leah, whom she had borne to thing, because he had delight in Jacob’s 
Jacob, went out to visit the women of daughter. Now he was the most hon- 
the land; 2 and when Shechem the son oured of all his family. 20 So Hamor and 
of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the his son Shechem came to the gate of 
land, saw her, he seized her and lay with their city and spoke to the men of their 
her and humbled her. 3 And his soul was city, saying, 21 “These men are friendly 
drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob; with us; let them dwell in the land and 
he loved the maiden and spoke tenderly trade in it, for behold, the land is large 
to her. 4 So Shechem spoke to his enough for them; let us take their daugh- 
father Hamor, saying, “Get me this ters in marriage, and let us give them 
maiden for my wife.” 5 Now Jacob our daughters. 22 Only on this condition 
heard that he had defiled his daughter will the men agree to dwell with us, to 
Dinah; but his sons were with his cattle become one people: that every male 
in the field, so Jacob held his peace until among us be- circumcised as they are 
they came. 6 And Hamor the father of circumcised. 23 Will not their cattle, 
Shechem went out to Jacob to speak their property and all their beasts be 
with him. 7 The sons of Jacob came in ours? Only let us agree with them, and 
from the field when they heard of it; they will dwell with us.” 24 And all who 
and the men were indignant and very went out of the gate of his city heark- 
angry, because he had wrought folly in ened to Hamor and his son Shechem; 
Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter, and every male was circumcised, all who 
for such a thing ought not to be done. went out of the gate of his city. 

8 But Hamor spoke with them, say- 25 On the third day, when they were 

w That is Booths 9 Heb a hundred qesitah V That is God, the God of Israel 
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sore, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed 
and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took their him. 10 And God said to him, “Your 
swords and came upon the city un- name is Jacob; no longer shall your 
awares, and killed all the males. 26 They name be called Jacob, but Israel shall 
slew Hamor and his son Shechem with be your name.” So his name was called 
the sword, and took Dinah out of Israel. n And God said to him, “I am 
Shechem’s house, and went away. 27 And God Almighty : b be fruitful and mul- 
the sons of Jacob came upon the slain, tiply; a nation and a company of nations 
and plundered the city, because their shall come from you, and kings shall 
sister had been defiled; 28 they took spring from you. 12 The land which I 
their flocks and their herds, their asses, gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to 
and whatever was in the city and in the you, and I will give the land to your 
field; 20 all their wealth, all their little descendants after you.” 13 Then God 
ones and their wives, all that was in the went up from him in the place where he 
houses, they captured and made their had spoken with him. 14 And Jacob set 

E rey. 30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and up a pillar in the place where he had 
,evi, “You have brought trouble on me spoken with him, a pillar of stone; and 
by making me odious to the inhabitants he poured out a drink offering on it, and 
of the land, the Canaanites and the poured oil on it. 15 So Jacob called the 
Per'izzites; my numbers are few, and if name of the place where God had 
they gather themselves against me and spoken with him. Bethel, 
attack me, I shall be destroyed, both I 16 Then they journeyed from Bethel; 
and my household.” 31 But they said, and when they were still some distance 
“Should he treat our sister as a harlot?” from Ephrath, Rachel travailed, and she 
OC God said to Jacob, “Arise, go had hard labour. 17 And when she was in 
up to Bethel, and dwell there; and her hard labour, the midwife said to her, 
make there an altar to the God who ap- “Fear not; for now you will have an- 
peared to you when you fled from your other son.” 18 And as her soul was de¬ 
brother Esau.” 2 So Jacob said to his parting (for she died), she called his 
household and to all who were with him, name Ben-o'ni ; c but his father called 
“Put away the foreign gods that are his name Benjamin . d 19 So Rachel died, 
among you, and purify yourselves, and and she was buried on the way to 
change your garments; 3 then let us Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 20 and 
arise and go up to Bethel, that I may Jacob set up a pillar upon her grave; it 
make there an altar to the God who is the - pillar of Rachel’s tomb, which is 
answered me in the day of my distress there to this day. 21 Israel journeyed on, 
and has been with me wherever I have and pitched his tent beyond the tower of 
gone.” 4 So they gave to Jacob all the Eder. 

foreign gods that they had, and the 22 While Israel dwelt in that land 
rings that were in their ears; and Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his 
Jacob hid them under the oak which father’s concubine; and Israel heard of 
was near Shechem. it. 

5 And as they journeyed, a terror Now the sons of Jacob were twelve, 
from God fell upon the cities that were 23 The sons of Leah: Reuben (Jacob’s 
round about them, so that they did not first-born), Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is - 
pursue the sons of Jacob. 6 And Jacob sachar, and Zeb'ulun. 24 The sons of 
came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin. 25 The 
in the land of Canaan, he and all the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s maid: Dan and 
people who were with him, 7 and there Naph'tali. 26 The sons of Zilpah, Leah’s 
he built an altar, and called the place maid: Gad and Asher. These were the 
El-bethel,* because there God had re- sons of Jacob who were bom to him in 
vealed himself to him when he fled Paddan-aram. 

from his brother. 8 And Deb'orah, Re- 27 And Jacob came to his father 
bekah’s nurse, died, and she was buried Isaac at Mamre, or Kir'iath-ar'ba (that 
under an oak below Bethel; so the name is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac 
of it was called Al'lon-bacuth.® had sojourned. 28 Now the days of Isaac 

9 God appeared to Jacob again, when were a hundred and eighty years. 29 And 

* That is God of Bethel ° That is Oak of weeping b Heb El Shaddai c That ia Son of n\y sorrow 
® That is Son of the right hand or Son of the South 



GENESIS 35 

Isaac breathed his last; and he died and 
was gathered to his people, old and full 
of days; and his sons Esau and Jacob 
buried him. 

'l/Z These are the descendants of 
Esau (that is, Edom). 2 Esau took 
his wives from the Canaanites: Adah 
the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 
Oholiba'mah the daughter of Anah the 
son* of Zib'eon the Hivite, 3 and Bas'¬ 
emath, Ish'mael’s daughter, the sister of 
Neba'ioth. 4 And Adah bore to Esau, 
El iphaz; Bas'emath bore Reu'el; 5 and 
Oholiba'mah bore Je'ush, Jalam, and 
Korah. These are the sons of Esau who 
were born to him in the land of Canaan. 

6 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, 
his daughters, and all the members of 
his household, his cattle, all his beasts, 
and all his property which he had ac¬ 
quired in the land of Canaan; and he 
went into a land away from his brother 
Jacob. 7 For their possessions were too 
great for them to dwell together; the 
land of their sojournings could not sup¬ 
port them because of their cattle. 8 So 
Esau dwelt in the hill country of Se'ir; 
Esau is Edom. 

9 These are the descendants of Esau 
the father of the E'domites in the hill 
country of Se'ir. 10 These are the names 
of Esau’s sons: El'iphaz the son of Adah 
the wife of Esau, Reu'el the son of Bas'- 
emath the wife of Esau. 11 The sons of 
El'iphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, 
Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 (Timna was a 
concubine of El'iphaz, Esau’s son; she 
bore Am'alek to El'iphaz.) These are 
the sons of Adah, Esau’s wife. 13 These 
are the sons of Reu'el: Nahath, Zerah, 
Shammah, and Mizzah. These are the 
sons of Bas'emath, Esau’s wife. 14 These 
are the sons of Oholiba'mah the daugh¬ 
ter of Anah the son^ of Zib'eon, Esau’s 
wife: she bore to Esau Je'ush, Jalam, 
and Korah. 

15 These are the chiefs of the sons 
of Esau. The sons of El'iphaz the first¬ 
born of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, 
Zepho, Kenaz, 16 Korah, Gatam, and 
Am'alek; these are the chiefs of El'iphaz 
in the land of Edom; they are the sons 
of Adah. 17 These are the sons of Reu'el, 
Esau’s son: the chiefs Nahath, Zerah, 
Shammah, and Mizzah; these are the 
chiefs of Reu'el in the land of Edom; 
they are the sons of Bas'emath, Esau’s 
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wife. 18 These are the sons of Oholiba'¬ 
mah, Esau’s wife: the chiefs Je'ush, 
Jalam, and Korah; these are the chiefs 
bom of Oholiba'mah the daughter of 
Anah, Esau’s wife. 19 These are the sons 
of Esau (that is, Edom), and these are 
their chiefs. 

20 These are the sons of Se'ir the 
Horite, the inhabitants of the land: 
Lotan, Shobal, Zib'eon, Anah, 21 Di- 
shon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the 
chiefs of the Horites, the sons of Se'ir 
in the land of Edom. 22 The sons of 
Lotan were Hori and Heman; and Lo- 
tan’s sister was Timna. 23 These are the 
sons of Shobal: Alvan, Man'ahath, 
Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 24 These are 
the sons of Zib'eon: Ai'ah and Anah; 
he is the Anah who found the hot 
springs in the wilderness, as he pastured 
the asses of Zib'eon his father. 25 These 
are the children of Anah: Dishon and 
Oholiba'mah the daughter of Anah. 

26 These are the sons of Dishon: Hem- 
dan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran. 

27 These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, 
Za'avan, and Akan. 28 These are the 
sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. 29 These 
are the chiefs of the Horites: the chiefs 
Lotan, Shobal, Zib'eon, Anah, 30 Di¬ 
shon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the 
chiefs of the Horites, according to their 
clans in the land of Se'ir. 

31 These are the kings who reigned 
in the land of Edom, before any king 
reigned over the Israelites. 32 Bela the 
son of Be'or reigned in Edom, the name 
of his city being Din'habah. 33 Bela 
died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of 
Bozrah reigned in his stead. 34 Jobab 
died, and Husham of the land of the 
Te'manites reigned in his stead. 35 Hu¬ 
sham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, 
who defeated Mid'ian in the country of 
Moab, reigned in his stead, the name of 
his dty being Avith. 36 Hadad died, and 
Samlah of Masre'kah reigned in his 
stead. 37 Samlah died, and Sha'ul of 
Reho'both on the Eu-phra'tes reigned 
in his stead. 38 Sha'ul died, and Ba'al- 
ha'nan the son of Achbor reigned in his 
stead. 39 Ba'al-ha'nan the son of Ach¬ 
bor died, and Hadar reigned in his 
stead, the name of his city being Pau; 
his wife’s name was Mehet'abel, the 
daughter of Matred, daughter of Me- 
zahab. 

36.31-43 1 1 Chron 1.43-53. 
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40 These are the names of the chiefs brothers pasturing the flock at She- 


of Esau, according to their families and 
their dwelling places, by their names: 
the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 
41 Oholiba'mah, Elah, Pinon, 42 Kenaz, 
Teman, Mibzar, 43 Mag'diel, and Iram; 
these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, 
Esau, the father of Edom), according to 
their dwelling places in the land of their 
possession. 

Jacob dwelt in the land of his 
J / father’s sojournings, in the land 
of Canaan. 2 This is the history of the 
family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, 
was shepherding the flock with his 
brothers; he was a lad with the sons of 
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; 
and Joseph brought an ill report of them 
to their father. 3 Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than any other of his chil¬ 
dren, because he was the son of his old 
age; and he made him a long robe with 
sleeves. 4 But when his brothers saw 
that their father loved him more than 
all his brothers, they hated him, 
and could not speak peaceably to 
him. 

5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when 
he told it to his brothers they only hated 
him the more. ® He said to them, “Hear 
this dream which I have dreamed: 7 be¬ 
hold, we were binding sheaves in the 
field, and Jo, my sheaf arose and stood 
upright; and behold, your sheaves 
gathered round it, and bowed down to 
my sheaf,” 8 His brothers said to him, 
“Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are 
you indeed to have dominion over us?” 
So they hated him yet more for his 
dreams and for his words. 9 Then he 
dreamed another dream, and told it to 
his brothers, and said, “Behold, I have 
dreamed another dream; and behold, 
the sun, the moon, and eleven stars 
were bowing down to me.” 10 But when 
he told it to his father and to his 
brothers, his father rebuked him, and 
said to him, “What is this dream that 
you have dreamed? Shall I and your 
mother and your brothers indeed come 
to bow ourselves to the ground before 
you?” 11 And his brothers were jealous of 
him, but his father kept the saying in 
mind. 

12 Now his brothers went to pasture 
their father’s flock near Shechem. 13 And 
Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your 

37.11, 28: Acts 7.9. 


chem? Come, I will send you to them. 
And he said to him, “Here I am.” 14 So 
he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well 
with your brothers, and with the flock; 
and bring me word again.” So he sent 
him from the valley of Hebron, and he 
came to Shechem. 15 And a man found 
him wandering in the fields; and the 
man asked him, “What are you seek¬ 
ing?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he 
said, “tell me, I pray you, where they 
are pasturing the flock.” 17 And the man 
said, “They have gone away, for I heard 
them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’ ” So 
Joseph went after his brothers, and 
found them at Dothan. 18 They saw him 
afar off, and before he came near to 
them they conspired against him to kill 
him. 1 9 They said to one another, “Here 
comes this dreamer. 20 Come now, let us 
kill him and throw him into one of the 
its; then we shall say that a wild beast 
as devoured him, and we shall see what 
will become of his dreams.” 21 But when 
Reuben heard it, he delivered him out 
of their hands, saying, “Let us not take 
his life.” 22And Reuben said to them, 
“Shed no blood; cast him into this pit 
here in the wilderness, but lay no hand 
upon him”—that he might rescue him 
out of their hand, to restore him to his 
father. 23 So when Joseph came to his 
brothers, they stripped him of his robe, 
the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 
24 and they took him and cast him into a 
pit. The pit was empty, there was no 
water in it. 

25 Then they sat down to eat; and 
looking up they saw a caravan of Ish'- 
maelites coming from Gilead, with their 
camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, 
on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 
26 Then Judah said to his brothers, 
“What profit is it if we slay our brother 
and conceal his blood? 27 Come, let us 
sell him to the Ish'maelites, and let not 
our hand be upon him, for he is our 
brother, our own flesh.” And his 
brothers heeded him. 28 Then Mid'- 
ianite traders passed by; and they drew 
Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, 
and sold him to the Ish'maelites for 
twenty shekels of silver; and they took 
Joseph to Egypt. 

29 When Reuben returned to the pit 
and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, 
he rent his clothes 30 and returned to his 
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brothers, and said, “The lad is gone; 
and I, where shall I go?” 31 Then they 
took Joseph’s robe, and killed a goat, 
and dipped the robe in the blood; 32 and 
they sent the long robe with sleeves and 
brought it to their father, and said, 
“This we have found; see now whether 
it is your son’s robe or not.” 33 And he 
recognised it, and said, “It is my son’s 
robe; a wild beast has devoured him; 
Joseph is without doubt tom to pieces.” 
34 Then Jacob rent his garments, and 
put sackcloth upon his loins, and 
mourned for his son many days. 35 A1I 
his sons and all his daughters rose up to 
comfort him; but he refused to be com¬ 
forted, and said, “No, I shall go down to 
Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his 
father wept for him. 36 Meanwhile the 
Mid'ianites had sold him in Egypt to 
Pot'i-phar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard. 

QO It happened at that time that 
JO Judah went down from his 
brothers, and turned in to a certain 
Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 
2 There Judah saw the daughter of a 
certain Canaanite whose name was 
Shu'a; he married her and went in to 
her, 3 and she conceived and bore a son, 
and he called his name Er. 4 Again she 
conceived and bore a son, and she called 
his name Onan. 5 Yet again she bore a 
son, and she called his name Shelah. 
She# was in Chezib when she bore him. 
6 And Judah took a wife for Er his 
first-bom, and her name was Tamar. 
7 But Er, Judah’s first-born, was wicked 
in the sight of the Lord ; and the Lord 
slew him. 8 Then Judah said to Onan, 
“Go in to your brother’s wife, and per¬ 
form the duty of a brother-in-law to her, 
and raise up offspring for your brother.” 
9 But Onan knew that the offspring 
would not be his; so when he went in 
to his brother’s wife he spilled the 
semen on the ground, lest he should 
give offspring to his brother. 10 And 
what he did was displeasing in the sight 
of the Lord, and he slew him also. 
11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daugh¬ 
ter-in-law, “Remain a widow in your 
father’s house, till Shelah my son grows 
up”—for he feared that he would die, 
like his brothers. So Tamar went and 
dwelt in her father’s house. 

12 In course of time the wife of Ju¬ 
dah, Shu'a’s daughter, died; and when 

^ Gk: Heb He * Or cult prostitute 


Judah was comforted, he went up to 
Timnah to his sheepshearers, he and his 
friend Hirah the Adullamite. 13 And 
when Tamar was told, “Your father-in- 
law is going up to Timnah to shear his 
sheep,” 14 she put off her widow’s 
garments, and put on a veil, wrapping 
herself up, and sat at the entrance to 
Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah; 
for she saw that Shelah was grown up, 
and she had not been given to him in 
marriage. When Judah saw her, he 
thought her to be a harlot, for she had 
covered her face. 16 He went over to her 
at the road side, and said, “Come, let 
me come in to you,” for he did not know 
that she was his daughter-in-law. She 
said, “What will you give me, that you 
may come in to me?” 17 He answered, 
“I will send you a kid from the flock.” 
And she said, “Will you give me a 
pledge, till you send it?” 18 He said, 
“What pledge shall I give you?” She 
replied, “Your signet and your cord, 
and your staff that is in your hand.” So 
he gave them to her, and went in to her, 
and she conceived by him. 19 Then she 
arose and went away, and taking off her 
veil she put on the garments of her 
widowhood. 

20 When Judah sent the kid by his 
friend the Adullamite, to receive the 
pledge from the woman’s hand, he could 
not find her. 21 And he asked the men of 
the place, “Where is the harlot* who 
was at Enaim by the wayside?” And 
they said, “No harlot* has been here.” 
22 So he returned to Judah, and said, “I 
have not found her; and also the men of 
the place said, ‘No harlot* has been 
here.’ ” 23 And Judah replied, “Let her 
keep the things as her own, lest we be 
laughed at; you see, I sent this kid, and 
you could not find her.” 

24 About three months later Judah 
was told, “Tamar your daughter-in-law 
has played the harlot; and moreover she 
is with child by harlotry.” And Judah 
said, “Bring her out, and let her be 
burned.” 25 As she was being brought 
out, she sent word to her father-in-law, 
“By the man to whom these belong, I 
am with child.” And she said, “Mark, I 
pray you, whose these are, the signet 
and the cord and the staff.” 26 Then 
Judah acknowledged them and said, 
“She is more righteous than I, inas¬ 
much as I did not give her to my son 
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Shelah. * And he did not lie with her 
again. 

27 When the time of her delivery 
came, there were twins in her womb. 
28 And when she was in labour, one put 
out a hand; and the midwife took and 
bound on his hand a scarlet thread, say¬ 
ing, “This came out first.” 29 But as he 
drew back his hand, behold, his brother 
came out; and she said, “What a breach 
you have made for yourself!” Therefore 
his name was called Perez.* 30 Afterward 
his brother came out with the scarlet 
thread upon his hand; and his name was 
called Zerah. 

'IQ Now Joseph was taken down to 
Egypt, and Pot'i-phar, an officer 
of Pharaoh, the captain of the guard, an 
Egyptian, bought him from the Ish'- 
maelites who had brought him down 
there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and 
he became a successful man; and he 
was in the house of his master the 
Egyptian, 3 and his master saw that the 
Lord was with him, and that the Lord 
caused all that he did to prosper in his 
hands. 4 So Joseph found favour in his 
sight and attended him, and he made 
him overseer of his house and put him 
in charge of all that he had. 5 From the 
time that he made him overseer in his 
house and over all that he had the Lord 
blessed the Egyptian’s house for Jo¬ 
seph’s sake: the blessing of the Lord 
was upon all that he had, in house and 
field. 6 So he left all that he had in 
Joseph’s charge; and having him he had 
no concern for anything but the food 
which he ate. 

Now Joseph was handsome and 
good-looking. 7 And after a time his 
master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph, 
and said, “Lie with me.” * But he re¬ 
fused and said to his master’s wife, “Lo, 
having me my master has no concern 
about anything in the house, and he has 
put everything that he has in my hand; 
9 he is not greater in this house than I 
am; nor has he kept back anything from 
me except yourself, because you are his 
wife; how then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God?” 
10 And although she spoke to Joseph day 
after day, he would not listen to her, to 
lie with her or to be with her. 11 But one 
day, when he went into the house to do 
his work and none of the men of the 
house was there in the house, 12 she 

4 That is A breach 39.1-2, 21} Acts 7.9. 


caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie 
with me.” But he left his garment in her 
hand, and fled and got out of the house. 
13 And when she saw that he had left his 
garment in her hand, and had fled out 
of the house, 14 she called to the men of 
her household and said to them, “See, 
he has brought among us a Hebrew to 
insult us; he came in to me to lie with 
me, and I cried out with a loud voice; 

15 and when he heard that I lifted up my 
voice and cried, he left his garment with 
me, and fled and got out of the house.” 

16 Then she laid up his garment by her 
until his master came home, 17 and she 
told him the same story, saying, “The 
Hebrew servant, whom you have 
brought among us, came in to me to 
insult me; 18 but as soon as I lifted up 
my voice and cried, he left his garment 
with me, and fled out of the house.” 

19 When his master heard the words 
which his wife spoke to him, “This is 
the way your servant treated me,” his 
anger was kindled. 20 And Joseph’s 
master took him and put him into the 
prison, the place where the king’s 
prisoners were confined, and he was 
there in prison. 21 But the Lord was 
with Joseph and showed him steadfast 
love, and gave him favour in the sight of 
the keeper of the prison. 22 And the 
keeper of the prison committed to Jo¬ 
seph’s care all the prisoners who were in 
the prison; and whatever was done 
there, he was the doer of it; 23 the keeper 
of the prison paid no heed to anything 
that was in Joseph’s care, because the 
Lord was with him; and whatever he 
did, the Lord made it prosper. 

Af\ Some time after this, the butler 
“1/ of the king of Egypt and his baker 
offended their lord the king of Egypt. 
2 And Pharaoh was angry with his two 
officers, the chief butler and the chief 
baker, 3 and he put them in custody in 
the house of the captain of the guard, in 
the prison where Joseph was confined. 
4 The captain of the guard charged 
Joseph with them, and he waited on 
them; and they continued for some time 
in custody. 5 And one night they both 
dreamed-~-the butler and the baker of 
the king of Egypt, who were confined in 
the prison—each his own dream, and 
each dream with its own meaning. 
6 When Joseph came to them in the 
morning and saw them, they were 
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troubled. 7 So he asked Pharaoh’s offi¬ 
cers who were with him in custody in 
his master’s house, “Why are your faces 
downcast today?” 8 They said to him, 
“We have had dreams, and there is no 
one to interpret them.” And Joseph 
said to them, “Do not interpretations 
belong to God? Tell them to me, I 
pray you.” 

9 So the chief butler told his dream to 
Joseph, and said to him, “In my dream 
there was a vine before me, 10 and on 
the vine there were three branches; as 
soon as it budded, its blossoms shot 
forth, and the clusters ripened into 
grapes. 11 Pharaoh’s cup was in my 
hand; and I took the grapes and pressed 
them into Pharaoh’s cup, and placed the 
cup in Pharaoh’s hand.” 12 Then Joseph 
said to him, “This is its interpretation: 
the three branches are three days; 

13 within three days Pharaoh will lift up 
your head and restore you to your 
office; and you shall place Pharaoh’s cup 
in his hand as formerly, when you were 
his butler. 14 But remember me, when 
it is well with you, and do me the kind¬ 
ness, I pray you, to make mention of me 
to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this 
house. 15 For I was indeed stolen out of 
the land of the Hebrews; and here also 
I have done nothing that they should 
put me into the dungeon.” 

16 When the chief baker saw that the 
interpretation was favourable, he said to 
Joseph, “I also had a dream: there were 
three cake baskets on my head, 17 and 
in the uppermost basket there were all 
sorts of baked food for Pharaoh, but the 
birds were eating it out of the basket on 
my head.” 18 And Joseph answered, 
“This is its interpretation: the three 
baskets are three days; 19 within three 
days Pharaoh will lift up your head— 
from you!—and hang you on a tree; 
and the birds will eat the flesh from 
you.” 

20 On the third day, which was 
Pharaoh's birthday, he made a feast for 
all his servants, and lifted up the head 
of the chief butler and the head of the 
chief baker among his servants. 21 He 
restored the chief butler to his butler- 
ship, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh’s 
hand; 22 but.he hanged the chief baker, 
as Joseph had interpreted to them. 

23 Yet the chief butler did not remember 
Joseph, but forgot him. 

■* Gk: Heb them 


Pharaoh's dream 
After two whole years. Phar¬ 
aoh dreamed that he was standing 
by the Nile, 2 and behold, there came 
up out of the Nile seven cows sleek and 
fat, and they fed in the reed grass. 3 And 
behold, seven other cows, gaunt and 
thin, came up out of the Nile after them, 
and stood by the other cows on the bank 
of the Nile. 4 And the gaunt and thin 
cows ate up the seven sleek and fat cows. 
And Pharaoh awoke. - <5 And he fell asleep 
and dreamed a second time; and behold, 
seven ears of grain, plump and good, 
were growing on one stalk. 6 And be¬ 
hold, after them sprouted seven ears, 
thin and blighted by the east wind. 
7 And the thm ears swallowed up the 
seven plump and full ears. And Pharaoh 
awoke, and behold, it was a dream. 8 So 
in the morning his spirit was troubled; 
and he sent and called for all the magi¬ 
cians of Egypt and all its wise men; and 
Pharaoh told them his dream, but there 
was none who could interpret it* to 
Pharaoh. 

9 Then the chief butler said to Phar¬ 
aoh, “I remember my faults today. 
10 When Pharaoh was angry with his 
servants, and put me and the chief baker 
in custody in the house of the captain of 
the guard, 11 we dreamed on the same 
night, he and I, each having a dream 
with its own meaning. 12 A young He¬ 
brew was there with us, a servant of the 
captain of the guard; and when we told 
him, he interpreted our dreams to us, 
giving an interpretation to each man ac¬ 
cording to his dream. 13 And as he in¬ 
terpreted to us, so it came to pass; I 
was restored to my office, and the baker 
was hanged.” 

14 Then Pharaoh sent and called 
Joseph, and they brought him hastily 
out of the dungeon; and when he had 
shaved himself and changed his clothes, 
he came in before Pharaoh. 15 And 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a 
dream, and there is no one who can 
interpret it; and I have heard it said of 
you that when you hear a dream you can 
interpret it.” 16 Joseph answered Phar¬ 
aoh, “It is not in me; God will give 
Pharaoh a favourable answer.” 17 Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Behold, in my 
dream I was standing on the banks of 
the Nile; 18 and seven cows, fat and 
sleek, came up out of the Nile and fed 
in the reed grass; 19 and .seven other 
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cows came up after them, poor and very Pharaoh and to all his servants. 38 And 
gaunt and thin, such as I had never seen Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we 
in all the land of Egypt. 20 And the thin find such a man as this, in whom is the. 
and gaunt cows ate up the first seven Spirit of God?” 39 So Pharaoh said to 
fat cows, 21 but when they had eaten Joseph, “Since God has shown you all 
them no one would have known that this, there is none so discreet and wise 
they had eaten them, for they Were still as you are; 40 you shall be over my 
__ gaunt as at the beginning. Then I house, and all my people shall order 
awoke. 22 I also saw in my dream seven themselves as you command; only as 
ears growing on one stalk, full and regards the throne will I be greater than 
good; 23 and seven cars, withered, thin, you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
and blighted by the east wind, sprouted “Behold, I have set you over all the land 
after them, 24 and the thin ears swal- of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his 
lowed up the seven good ears. And I signet ring from his hand and put it on 
told it to the magicians, but there was Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in 
no one who could explain it to me.” garments of fine linen, and put a gold 
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, chain about his neck; 43 and he made 
“The dream of Pharaoh is one; God has him to ride in his second chariot; and 
revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to they cried before him, “Bow the knee !”* 
do. 26 The seven good cows are seven Thus he set him over all the land of 
years, and the seven good ears are seven Egypt. 44 Moreover Pharaoh said to 
years; the dream is one. 27 The seven Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without 
lean and gaunt cows that came up after your consent no man shall lift up hand 
them are seven years, and the seven or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45 And 
empty ears blighted by the east wind are Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaph'- 
also seven years of famine. 28 It is as I enath-pane'ah; and he gave him in 
told Pharaoh, God has shown to marriage As'enath, the daughter of 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. 29 There Poti'phera priest of On. So Joseph went 
will come seven years of great plenty out over the land of Egypt, 
throughout all the land of Egypt, 30 but 46 Joseph was thirty years old when 
after them there will arise seven years of he entered tfie service of Pharaoh king 
famine, and all the plenty will be for- of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the 
gotten in the land of Egypt; the famine presence of Pharaoh, and went through 
will consume the land, 31 and the plenty all the land of Egypt. 47 During the 
will be unknown in the land by reason seven plenteous years the earth brought 
of that famine which will follow, for it forth abundantly, 48 and he gathered up 
will be very grievous. 32 And the dou- all the food of the seven years when 
bling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the there was plenty 1 in the land of Egypt, 
thing is fixed by God, and God will and stored up food in the cities; he 
shortly bring it to pass. 33 Now therefore stored up in every city the food from the 
let Pharaoh select a man discreet and fields around it. 49 And Joseph stored up 
wise, and set him over the land of grain in great abundance, like the sand 
Egypt. 34 Let Pharaoh proceed to ap~ of the sea, until he ceased to measure it, 
point overseers over the land, and take for it could not be measured, 
the fifth part of the produce of the land 50 Before the year of famine came, 
of Egypt during the seven plenteous Joseph had two sons, whom As'enath, 
years. 33 And let them gather all the food the daughter of Poti'phera priest of On, 
of these good years that are coming, and bore to him. 51 Joseph called the name 
lay up grain under the authority of of the first-born Manas'seh, TO “For,” 
Pharaoh for food in the dties, and let he said, “God has made me forget all 
them keep it. 36 That food shall be a my hardship and all my father’s house.” 
reserve for the land against the seven 52 The name of the second he called 
years of famine which are to befall the E'phraim,» “For God has made me 
land of Egypt, so that the land may not fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 
perish through the famine.” 53 The seven years of plenty that pre- 

37 This proposal seemed good to vailed in the land of Egypt came to an 

* Abrek, probably on Egyptian word similar in sound to the Hebrew word meaning to kneel 
1 Sam Gk: Heb which were m That is Making to forget * From a Hebrew word meaning to be fruitful 
41.38-45: Acts 7.10. 
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end; 54 and the seven years of famine 
began to come, as Joseph had said. 
There was famine in all lands ; but in 
all the land of Egypt there was bread. 
55 When all the land of Egypt was 
famished, the people cried to Pharaoh 
for bread; and Pharaoh said to all the 
Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; what he says 
to you, do.” 56 So when the famine had 
spread over all the land, Joseph opened 
all the storehouses, 0 and sold to the 
Egyptians, for the famine was severe in 
the land of Egypt. 57 Moreover, all the 
earth came to Egypt to Joseph to buy 
grain, because the famine was severe 
over all the earth. 

When Jacob learned that there 
was grain in Egypt, he said to his 
sons, “Why do you look at one an¬ 
other?” 2 And he said, “Behold, I have 
heard that there is grain in Egypt; go 
down and buy grain for us there, that 
we may live, and not die.” 3 So ten of 
Joseph's brothers went down to buy 
grain in Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send 
Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his 
brothers, for he feared that harm might 
befall him. 5 Thus the sons of Israel 
came to buy among the others who 
came, for the famine was in the land of 
Canaan. 

6 Now Joseph was governor over the 
land; he it was who sold to all the people 
of the land. And Joseph’s brothers 
came, and bowed themselves before him 
with their faces to the ground. 7 Joseph 
saw his brothers, and knew them, but he 
treated them like strangers and spoke 
roughly to them. “Where do you come 
from?” he said. They said, “From the 
land of Canaan, to buy food.” 8 Thus 
Joseph knew his brothers, but they did 
not know him. 9 And Joseph remem¬ 
bered the dreams which he had dreamed 
of them; and he said to them, “You are 
spies, you have come to see the weak¬ 
ness of the land.” 10 They said to him, 
“No, my lord, but to buy food have 
your servants come. 11 We are all sons 
of one man, we are honest men, your 
servants are not spies.” 12 He said to 
them, “No, it is the weakness of the land 
that you have come to see.” 13 And they 
said, “We, your servants, are twelve 
brothers, the sons of one man in the 
land of Canaan; and behold, the 
youngest is this day with our father, and 

° Gk Compare Syr: Heb all that was in them 

41.54: Acts 7.11. 42.2: Acts 7.12. 42.5: Acts 7.11. 


one is no more.” 14 But Joseph said to 
them, “It is as I said to you, you are 
spies. 15 By this you shall be tested: by 
the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go 
from this place unless your youngest 
brother comes here. 16 Send one of you, 
and let him bring your brother, while 
you remain in prison, that your words 
may be tested, whether there is truth in 
you; or else, by tire life of Pharaoh, 
surely you are spies.” 17 And he put 
them all together in prison for three 
days. 

18 On the third day Joseph said to 
them, “Do this and you will live, for I 
fear God: 19 if you are honest men, let 
one of your brothers remain confined in 
your prison, and let the rest go and carry 
grain for the famine of your households, 

20 and bring your youngest brother to 
me; so your words will be verified, and 
you shall not die.” And they did so. 

21 Then they said to one another, “In 
truth we are guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we saw the distress of 
his soul, when he besought us and we 
would not listen; therefore is this dis¬ 
tress come upon us.” 22 And Reuben 
answered them, “Did I not tell you not 
to sin against the lad? But you would not 
listen. So now there comes a reckoning 
for his blood.” 23 They did not know 
that Joseph understood them, for there 
was an interpreter between them. 
24 Then he turned away from them and 
wept; and he returned to them and 
spoke to them. And he took Simeon 
from them and bound him before their 
eyes. 25 And Joseph gave orders to fill 
their bags with grain, and to replace 
every man’s money in his sack, and to 
give them provisions for the journey. 
This was done for them. 

26 Then they loaded their asses with 
their grain, and departed. 27 And as one 
of them opened his sack to give his ass 

S rovender at the lodging place, he saw 
is money in the mouth of his sack; 
28 and he said to his brothers, “My 
money has been put back; here it is in 
the mouth of my sack!” At this their 
hearts failed them, and they turned 
trembling to one another, saying, “What 
is this that God has done to us?” 

29 When they came to Jacob their 
father in the land of Canaan, they told 
him all that had befallen them, saying. 
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30 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke 
roughly to us, and took us to be spies of 
the land. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are 
honest men, we are not spies; 32 we are 
twelve brothers, sons of our father; one 
is no more, and the youngest is this day 
with our father in the land of Canaan.’ 
33 Then the man, the lord of the land, 
said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you 
are honest men: leave one of your 
brothers with me, and take grain for the 
famine of your households, and go your 
way. 34 Bring your youngest brother to 
me; then I shall know that you are not 
spies but honest men, and I will deliver 
to you your brother, and you shall trade 
in the land.* ” 

35 As they emptied their sacks, be¬ 
hold, every man’s bundle of money was 
in his sack; and when they and their 
father saw their bundles of money, they 
were dismayed. 3<s And Jacob their father 
said to them, “You have bereaved me of 
my children: Joseph is no more, and 
Simeon is no more, and now you would 
take Beniamin; all this has come upon 
me.” 37 Then Reuben said to his father, 
“Slay my two sons if I do not bring him 
back to you; put him in my hands, and I 
will bring him back to you.” 38 But he 
said, “My son shall not go down with 
you, for his brother is dead, and he only 
is left. If harm should befall him on the 
journey that you are to make, you would 
bring down my grey hairs with sorrow 
to Sneol.” 

A'J Now the famine was severe in 
*fr 3 the land. 2 And when they had 
eaten the grain which they had brought 
from Egypt, their father said to them, 
“Go again, buy us a little food.” 3 But 
Judah said to him, “The man solemnly 
warned us, saying, *You shall not see 
my face, unless your brother is with 
you.’ 4 If you will send our brother with 
us, we will go down and buy you food; 

5 but if you will not send him, we will 
not go down, for the man said to us, 
*You shall not see my face, unless your 
brother is with you.' ” 6 Israel said, 
“Why did you treat me so ill as to tell 
the man that you had another brother?” 
7 They replied, “The man questioned 
us carefully about ourselves and our 
kindred, saying, ‘Is your father still 
alive? Have you another brother?’ What 
we told him was in answer to these 
questions; could we in any way know 

? Hcb El Shaddai 


that he would say, ‘Bring your brother 
down’?” 8 And Judah said to Israel his 
father, “Send the lad with me, and we 
will arise and go, that we may live and 
not die, both we and you and also our 
little ones. 9 I will be surety for him; of 
my hand you shall require him. If I do 
not bring him back to you and set him 
before you, then let me bear the blame 
for ever; 10 for if we had not delayed, 
we would now have returned twice.” 

11 Then their father Israel said to 
them, “If it must be so, then do this: 
take some of the choice fruits of the land 
in your bags, and carry down to the 
man a present, a little balm and a little 
honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and 
almonds. 12 Take double the money 
with you; carry back with you the 
money that was returned in the mouth 
of your sacks; perhaps it was an over¬ 
sight. 13 Take also your brother, and 
arise, go again to the man; 14 may God 
Almighty? grant you mercy before the 
man, that he may send back your other 
brother and Benjamin. If I am bereaved 
of my children, I am bereaved.” 15 So 
the men took the present, and they took 
double the money with them, and Ben¬ 
jamin; and they arose and went down to 
Egypt, and stood before Joseph. 

16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with 
them, he said to the steward of his 
house, “Bring the men into the house, 
and slaughter an animal and make 
ready, for the men are to dine with me 
at noon.” 17 The man did as Joseph 
bade him, and brought the men to Jo¬ 
seph’s house. 18 And the men were 
afraid because they were brought to 
Joseph’s house, and they said, “It is 
because of the money, which was re¬ 
placed in our sacks the first time, that 
we are brought in, so that he may seek 
occasion against us and fall upon us, to 
make slaves of us and seize our asses.” 
19 So they went up to the steward of 
Joseph’s house, and spoke with him at 
the door of the house, 20 and said, “Oh, 
my lord, we came down the first time 
to buy food; 21 and when we came to the 
lodging place we opened our sacks, and 
there was every man’s money in the 
mouth of his sack, our money in full 
weight; so we have brought it again with 
us, 22 and we have brought other money 
down in our hand to buy food. We do 
not know who put our money in our 
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The missing cup 


sacks.” 23 He replied, “Rest assured, do 
not be afraid; your God and the God of 
your father must have put treasure in 
your sacks for you; I received your 
money.” Then he brought Simeon out 
to them. 24 And when the man had 
brought the men into Joseph’s house, 
and given them water, and they had 
washed their feet, and when he had 
given their asses provender, 25 they 
made ready the present for Joseph’s 
coming at noon, for they heard that they 
should eat bread there. 

26 When Joseph came home, they 
brought into the house to him the 
present which they had with them, and 
bowed down to him to the ground. 

27 And he inquired about their welfare, 
and said, “Is your father well, the old 
man of whom you spoke? Is he still 
alive?” 28 They said, “Your servant our 
father is well, he is still alive.” And they 
bowed their heads and made obeisance. 

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his 
brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, and 
said, “Is this your youngest brother, of 
whom you spoke to me? God be gra¬ 
cious to you, my son!” 30 Then Joseph 
made haste, for his heart yearned for 
his brother, and he sought a place to 
weep. And he entered his chamber 
and wept there. 31 Then he washed 
his face and came out; and controlling 
himself he said, “Let food be served.” 

32 They served him by himself, and 
them by themselves, and the Egyptians 
who ate with him by themselves, be¬ 
cause the Egyptians might not eat 
bread with the Hebrews, for that is an 
abomination to the Egyptians. 33 And 
they sat before him, the first-bom ac¬ 
cording to his birthright and the 
youngest according to his youth; and 
the men looked at one another in 
amazement. 34 Portions were taken to 
them from Joseph’s table, but Ben¬ 
jamin’s portion was five times as much 
as any of theirs. So they drank and 
were merry with him. 

A A Then he commanded the stew- 
Tl ard of his house, “Fill the men’s 
sacks with food, as much as they can 
carry, and put each man’s money in the 
mouth of his sack, 2 and put my cup, the 
silver cup, in the mouth of the sack of 
the youngest, with his money for the 
grain.” And he did as Joseph told him. 

3 As soon as the morning was light, the 

• Gk Compare Vg: Heb lacks Why have you stolen my silver cup ? 


men were sent away with their asses. 

4 When they had gone but a short dis¬ 
tance from the city, Joseph said to his 
steward, “Up, follow after the men; and 
when you overtake them, say to them, 
‘Why have you returned evil for good? 
Why have you stolen my silver cup?« 

5 Is it not from this that my lord drinks, 
and by this that he divines? You have 
done wrong in so doing.’ ” 

6 When he overtook them, he spoke 
to them these words. 7 They said to 
him, “Why does my lord speak such 
words as these? Far be it from your 
servants that they should do such a 
thing! 8 Behold, the money which we 
found in the mouth of our sacks, we 
brought back to you from the land of 
Canaan; how then should we steal silver 
or gold from your lord’s house? 9 With 
whomever of your servants it be found, 
let him die, and we also will be my lord’s 
slaves.” He said, “Let it be as you 
say: he with whom it is found shall be 
my slave, and the rest of you shall be 
blameless.” H Then every man quickly 
lowered his sack to the ground, and 
every man opened his sack. 12 And he 
searched, beginning with the eldest and 
ending with the youngest; and the cup 
was found in Benjamin’s sack. 13 Then 
they rent their clothes, and every man 
loaded his ass, and they returned to the 
city. 

14 When Judah and his brothers 
came to Joseph’s house, he was still 
there; and they fell before him to the 
ground. 15 Joseph said to them, “What 
deed is this that you have done? Do you 
not know that such a man as I can in¬ 
deed divine?” 16 And Judah said, “What 
shall we say to my lord? What shall we 
speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? 
God has found out the guilt of your 
servants; behold, we are my lord’s 
slaves, both we and he also in whose 
hand the cup has been found.” 17 But he 
said, “Far be it from me that I should 
do so! Only the man in whose hand the 
cup was found shall be my slave; but as 
for you, go up in peace to your father.” 

18 Then Judah went up to him and 
said, “O my lord, let your servant, I 
pray you, speak a word in my lord’s 
ears, and let not your anger bum against 
your servant; for you are like Pharaoh 
himself. 19 My lord asked his servants, 
saying, ‘Have you a father, or a broth- 
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er?’ 20 And we said to my lord, ‘We have brothers could not answer him, for they 


a father, an old man, and a young 
brother, the child of his old age ; and his 
brother is dead, and he alone is left of 
his mother’s children; and his father 
loves him.’ 21 Then you said to your 
servants, ‘Bring him down to me, that I 
may set my eyes upon him.’ 22 We said 
to my lord, ‘The lad cannot leave his 
father, for if he should leave his father, 
his father would die.’ 23 Then you said 
to your servants, ‘Unless your youngest 
brother comes down with you, you shall 
see my face no more.’ 24 When we went 
back to your servant my father we told 
him i he words of my lord. 25 And when 
our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little 
food,’ 26 we said, ‘We cannot go down. 
If our youngest brother goes with us, 
then we will go down; for we cannot see 
the man’s face unless our youngest 
brother is with us.’ 27 Then your servant 
my father said to us, ‘You know that my 
wife bore me two sons; 28 one left me, 
and I said. Surely he has been tom to 
pieces; and I have never seen him 
since. 29 If you take this one also from 
me, and harm befalls him, you will 
bring down my grey hairs in sorrow to 
Sheol.* 30 Now therefore, when I come 
to your servant my father, and the lad is 
not with us, then, as his life is bound up 
in the lad’s life, 31 when he sees that the 
lad is not with us, he will die; and your 
servants will bring down the grey hairs 
of your servant our father with sorrow 
to Sheol. 32 For your servant became 
surety for the lad to my father, saying, 
‘If I do not bring him back to you, then 
I shall bear the blame in the sight of my 
father all my life.’ 33 Now therefore, let 
your servant, I pray you, remain instead 
of the lad as a slave to my lord; and let 
the lad go back with his brothers. 34 For 
how can I go back to my father if the lad 
is not with me? I fear to see the evil that 
would come upon my father.” 

4C Then Joseph could not control 
■ himself before all those who stood 
by him; and he cried, “Make every one 
go out from me.” So no one stayed with 
him when Joseph made himself known 
to his brothers. 2 And he wept aloud, so 
that the Egyptians heard it, and the 
household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 And 
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am 
Joseph; is my father still alive?” But his 

r Compare Gk Vg: Hcb you are commanded 
45.li Acte 7.13. 


were dismayed at his presence. 

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, 
“Come near to me, I pray you.” And 
they came near. And he said, “I am 
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold 
into Egypt. $And now do not be dis¬ 
tressed, or angry with yourselves, be¬ 
cause you sold me here; for God sent 
me before you to preserve life. 6 For the 
famine has been in the land these two 
years; and there are yet five years in 
which there will be neither ploughing 
nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before 
you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many 
survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent 
me here, but God; and he has made me 
a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9 Make haste and go up to my 
father and say to him, ‘Thus says your 
son Joseph, God has made me lord of 
all Egypt; come down to me, do not 
tarry; 10 you shall dwell in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 
and your children and your children’s 
children, and your flocks, your herds, 
and all that you have; 11 and there I will 
provide for you, for there are yet five 
years of famine to come; lest you and 
your household, and all that you have, 
come to poverty.’ 12 And now your eyes 
see, and the eyes of my brother Ben¬ 
jamin see, that it is my mouth that 
speaks to you. 13 You must tell my 
father of all my splendour in Egypt, and 
of all that you have seen. Make haste 
and bring my father down here.” 
14 Then he fell upon his brother Ben¬ 
jamin’s neck and wept; and Benjamin 
wept upon his neck. I5 And he kissed all 
his brothers and wept upon them; and 
after that his brothers talked with him. 

16 When the report was heard in 
Pharaoh’s house, “Joseph’s brothers 
have come,” it pleased Pharaoh and his 
servants well. 1' 7 And Pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do 
this: load your beasts and go back to the 
land of Canaan; 18 and take your father 
and your households, and come to me, 
and I will give you the best of the land 
of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the 
land.* Command them r also, ‘Do 
this; take wagons from the land of 
Egypt for your little ones and for your 
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wives, and bring your father, and come. 
20 Give no thought to your goods, for 
the best of all the land of Egypt is 
yours.* ** 

21 The sons of Israel did so; and 
Joseph gave them wagons, according to 
the command of Pharaoh, and gave 
them provisions for the journey. 22 To 
each and all of them he gave festal 
garments; but to Benjamin he gave 
three hundred shekels of silver and five 
festal garments. 23 To his father he sent 
as follows: ten asses loaded with the 
good things of Egypt, and ten she-asses 
loaded with grain, bread, and provision 
for his father on the journey. 24 Then he 
sent his brothers away, and as they de¬ 
parted, he said to them, “Do not quarrel 
on the way.** 25 So they went up out of 
Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan 
to their father Jacob. 26 And they told 
him, “Joseph is still alive, and he is 
ruler over all the land of Egypt.*’ And 
his heart fainted, for he did not believe 
them. 27 But when they told him all the 
words of Joseph, which he had said to 
them, and when he saw the wagons 
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the 
spirit of their father Jacob revived; 
28 and Israel said, “It is enough; Joseph 
my son is still alive; I will go and see 
him before I die.” 

So Israel took his journey with 
all that he had, and came to Beer- 
sheba, and offered sacrifices to the God 
of his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to 
Israel in visions of the night, and said, 
“Jacob, Jacob.** And he said, “Here am 
I.” 3 Then he said, “I am God, the God 
of your father; do not be afraid to go 
down to Egypt; for I will there make of 
you a great nation. 4 I will go down with 
you to Egypt, and I will also bring you 
up again; and Joseph’s hand shall close 
your eyes.” 5 Then Jacob set out from 
Beer-sheba; and the sons of Israel car¬ 
ried Jacob their father, their little ones, 
and their wives, in the wagons which 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6 They 
also took their cattle and their goods, 
which they had gained in the land of 
Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob 
and all his offspring with him, 7 his 
sons, and his sons* sons with him, his 
daughters, and his sons* daughters; all 
his offspring he brought with him into 
Egypt. 

* Sam Syr Compare Gk Vg: Heb to show the 
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8 Now these are the names of the 
descendants of Israel, who came into 
Egypt, Jacob and his sons. Reuben, 
Jacob’s first-born, 9 and the sons of 
Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and 
Carmi. 10 The sons of Simeon: Jemu'- 
el, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and 
Sha'ul, the son of a Canaanitish woman. 
11 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, 
and Merar'i. 12 The sons of Judah: Er, 
Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er 
and Onan died in the land of Canaan); 
and the sons of Perez were Hezron and 
Hamul. 13 The sons of Is'sachar: Tola, 
Puvah, lob, and Shimron. 14 The sons 
of Zeb'ulun: Sered, Elon, and Jah'leel 
15 (these are the sons of Leah, whom she 
bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, together 
with his daughter Dinah; altogether his 
sons and his daughters numbered 
thirty-three). 16 The sons of Gad: 
Ziph'ion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, 
Aro'di, and Areli. 17 The sons of 
Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beri'ah, 
with Serah their sister. And the sons of 
Beri'ah: Heber and Mal'chi-el 18 (these 
are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban 
gave to Leah his daughter; and these 
she bore to Jacob—sixteen persons). 
19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife: 
Joseph and Benjamin. 20 And to Joseph 
in the land of Egypt were bom Manas 
seh and E'phraim, whom As'enath, the 
daughter of Poti'phera the priest of On, 
bore to him. 21 And the sons of Ben¬ 
jamin : Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, 
Na'aman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Hup- 
pim, and Ard 22 (these are the sons of 
Rachel, who were bom to Jacob—four¬ 
teen persons in all). 23 The sons of Dan: 
Hushim. 24 The sons of Naph'tali: 
Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem 
25 (these are the sons of Bilhah, whom 
Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and 
these she bore to Jacob—seven persons 
in all). 26 All the persons belonging to 
Jacob Who came into Egypt, who were 
his own offspring, not including Jacob’s 
sons* wives, were sixty-six persons in 
all; 27 and the sons of Joseph, who were 
bom to him in Egypt, were two; all the 
persons of the house of Jacob, that 
came into Egypt, were seventy. 

28 He sent Judah before hum to Jo¬ 
seph, to appear* before him in Goshen; 
and they came into the land of Goshen. 
29 Then Joseph made ready his chariot 

46.27: Acts 7.14. 
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and went up to meet Israel his father in years of the life of my fathers in the days 
Goshen; and he presented himself to of their sojournmg.” 10 And Jacob 
him, and fell on his neck, and wept on blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the 
his neck a good while. 30 Israel said to presence of Pharaoh. 11 Then Joseph 
Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have settled his father and his brothers, and 
seen your face and know that you are gave them a possession in the land of 
still alive.” 31 Joseph said to his brothers Egypt, in the best of the land, in the 
and to his father’s household, “I will go land of Ram'eses, as Pharaoh had com- 
up and tell Pharaoh, and will say to him, manded. 12 And Joseph provided his 
‘My brothers and my father’s house- father, his brothers, and all his father’s 
hold, who were in the land of Canaan, household with food, according to the 
have come to me ; 32 and the men are number of their dependents, 
shepherds, for they have been keepers of 13 Now there was no food in all the 
cattle; and they have brought their land; for the famine was very severe, so 
flocks, and their herds, and all that they that the land of Hgypt and the land of 
have.’ 33 When Pharaoh calls you, and Canaan languished by reason of the 
says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you famine. 54 And Joseph gathered up all 
shall say, ‘Your servants have been the money that was found in the land of 
keepers of cattle from our youth even Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the 
until now, both we and our fathers,’ in grain which they bought; and Joseph 
order that you may dwell in the land of brought the money into Pharaoh’s 
Goshen; for every shepherd is an house. 15 And when the money was all 
abomination to the Egyptians.” spent in the land of Egypt and in the 

An So Joseph went in and told land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came 
®T/ Pharaoh, “My father and my to Joseph, and said, “Give us food; why 
brothers, with their flocks and herds and should we die before your eyes? For 
all that they possess, have come from our money is gone.” 16 And Joseph an- 
the land of Canaan ; they are now in the swered, “Give your cattle, and I will 
land of Goshen.” 2 And from among his give you food in exchange for your 
brothers he took five men and presented cattle, if your money is gone.” 17 So 
them to Pharaoh. 3 Pharaoh said to his they brought their cattle to Joseph; and 
brothers, “What is your occupation?” Joseph gave them food in exchange for 
And they said to Pharaoh, “Your serv- the horses, the flocks, the herds, and the 
ants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” asses: and he supplied them with food 
4 They said to Pharaoh, “We have come in exchange for all their cattle that year, 
to sojourn in the land; for there is no 18 And when that year was ended, they 
pasture for your servants’ flocks, for the came to him the following year, and said 
famine is severe in the land of Canaan; to him, “We will not hide from my lord 
and now, we pray you, let your servants that our money is all spent; and the 
dwell in the land of Goshen.” 5 Then herds of cattle are my lord’s; there is 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father nothing left in the sight of my lord but 
and your brothers have come to you. our bodies and our lands. 19 Why should 
6 The land of Egypt is before you; settle we die before your eyes, both we and 
your father and your brothers in the our land? Buy us and our land for food, 
best of the land; let them dwell in the and we with our land will be slaves to 
land of Goshen; and if you know any Pharaoh; and give us seed, that we may 
able men among them, put them in live, and not die, and that the land may 
charge of my catde.” not be desolate.” 

7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his 20 So Joseph bought all the land of 
father, and set him before Pharaoh, and Egypt for Pharaoh; for all the Egyptians 
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh sold their fields, because the famine was 
said to Jacob, “How many are the days severe upon them. The land became 
of the years of your lifer’ 9 And Jacob Pharaoh’s; 21 and as for the people, he 
said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years made slaves of them 4 from one end of 
of my sojourning are a hundred and Egypt to the other. 22 Only the land of 
thirty years; few and evil have been the the priests he did not buy; for the 
days of the years of my life, and they priests had a fixed allowance from 
have not attained to the days of the Pharaoh, and lived on the allowance 

4 Sam Gk Compare Vg: Heb he removed them to the ettiet 
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which Pharaoh gave them; therefore 
they did not sell their land. 23 Then 
Joseph said to the people, “Behold, 1 
have this day bought you and your land 
for Pharaoh. Now here is seed for you, 
and you shall sow the land. 24 And at the 
harvests you shall give a fifth to Phar¬ 
aoh, and four fifths shall be your own, as 
seed for the field and as food for your¬ 
selves and your households, and as food 
for your little ones.” ^And they said, 
“You have saved our lives; may it please 
my lord, we will be slaves to Pharaoh.” 
26 So Joseph made it a statute concern¬ 
ing the land of Egypt, and it stands to 
this day, that Pharaoh should have the 
fifth; the land of the priests alone did 
not become Pharaoh’s. 

27 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of 
Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they 
gained possessions in it, and were fruit¬ 
ful and multiplied exceedingly. 28 And 
Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seven¬ 
teen years; so the days of Jacob, the 
years of his life, were a hundred and 
forty-seven years. 

29 And when the time drew near that 
Israel must die, he called his son Joseph 
and said to him, “If now I have found 
favour in your sight, put your hand 
under my thigh, and promise to deal 
loyally and truly with me. Do not bury 
me in Egypt, 30 but let me lie with my 
fathers; carry me out of Egypt and bury 
me in their burying place.” He an¬ 
swered, “I will do as you have said.” 
31 And he said, “Swear to me”; and he 
swore to him. Then Israel bowed him¬ 
self upon the head of his bed. 

AO After this Joseph was told, 
iO “Behold, your father is ill”; so he 
took with him his two sons, Manas'seh 
and E'phraim. 2 And it was told to 
Jacob, “Your son Joseph has come to 
you”; then Israel summoned his 
strength, and sat up in bed. 3 And Jacob 
said to Joseph, “God Almighty** ap¬ 
peared to me at Luz in the land of 
Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to 
me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful, 
and multiply you, and I will make of 
you a company of peoples, and will give 
this land to your descendants after you 
for an everlasting possession.’ 5 And 
now your two sons, who were bom to 
you in the land of Egypt before l came 
to you in Egypt, are mine; E'phraim 
and Manas'seh shall be mine, as Reuben 

“ Heb El Shaddai 


and Simeon are. 6 And the offspring 
born to you after them shall be yours; 
they shall be called by the name of their 
brothers in their inheritance. 7 For 
when I came from Paddan, Rachel to 
my sorrow died in the land of Canaan 
on the way, when there was still some 
distance to go to Ephrath; and I buried 
her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, 
Bethlehem).” 

8 When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he 
said, “Who are these?” 9 Joseph said to 
his father, “They are my sons, whom 
God has given me here.” And he said* 
“Bring them to me, 1 pray you, that I 
may bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of 
Israel were dim with age, so that he 
could not see. So Joseph brought them 
near him; and he kissed them and em¬ 
braced them. 11 And Israel said to Jo¬ 
seph, “I had not thought to see your 
face; and lo, God has let me see your 
children also.” 12 Then Joseph removed 
them from his knees, and he bowed 
himself with his face to the earth. l3 And 
Joseph took them both, E'phraim in his 
right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and 
Manas'seh in his left hand toward 
Israel’s right hand, and brought them 
near him. 14 And Israel stretched out his 
right hand and laid it upon the head of 
E'phraim, who was the younger, and his 
left hand upon the head of Manas'seh, 
crossing his hands, for Manas'seh was 
the first-bom. 15 And he blessed Joseph, 
and said, 

“The God before whom my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac walked, 
the God who has led me all my life 
long to this day, 

16 the angel who has redeemed me from 
all evil, bless the lads; 
and in them let my name be per¬ 
petuated, and the name of my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac; 
and let them grow into a multitude in 
the midst of the earth.” 

17 When Joseph saw that his father 
laid his right hand upon the head of 
E'phraim, it displeased him; and he 
took his father’s hand, to remove it 
from E'phraim’s head to Manas'seh’s 
head. 18 And Joseph said to his father, 
“Not so, my father; for this one is the 
first-bom; put your right hand upon 
his head.” 19 But his father refused, and 
said, “I know, my son, I know; he also 
shall become a people, and he also shall 
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be great; nevertheless his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, and his 
descendants shall become a multitude of 
nations.” 20 So he blessed them that 
day, saying, 

‘‘By you Israel will pronounce bless¬ 
ings, saying, 

‘God make you as E'phraim and as 
Manas'seh* 

and thus he put E'phraim before 
Manas'seh. 21 Then Israel said to Jo¬ 
seph, “Behold, I am about to die, but 
God will be with you, and will bring you 
again to the land of your fathers. 

22 Moreover I have given to you rather 
than to your brothers one mountain 
slope v which I took.from the hand of 
the Amorites with my sword and with 
my bow.” 

Then Jacob called his sons, and 
said, “Gather yourselves to¬ 
gether, that I may tell you what shall 
befall you in days to come. 

2 Assemble and hear, O sons of Ja¬ 

cob, 

and hearken to Israel your father. 

3 Reuben, you are my first-bom, 

my might, and the first fruits of 
my strength, 

pre-eminent in pride and pre¬ 
eminent in power. 

4 Unstable as water, you shall not have 

pre-eminence 

because you went up to your 
father’s bed: 

then you defiled it—you** went 
up to my couch! 

3 Simeon and Lew are brothers; 

weapons of violence are their 
swords. 

6 O my soul, come not into their 

council; 

O my spirit, 1 be not joined to their 
company; 

for in their anger they slay men, 
and in their wantonness they ham¬ 
string oxen. 

7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; 

and their wrath, for it is cruel 1 

I will divide them in Jacob 
and scatter them in Israel. 
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your hand shall be on the neck of 
your enemies; 

your father’s sons shall bow down 
before you. 

9 Judah is a lion’s whelp; 

from the prey, my son, you have 
gone up. 

He stooped down, he couched as a 
lion, 

and as a lioness; who dares rouse 
him up? 

10 The sceptre shall not depart from 

Judah, 

nor the ruler’s staff from between 
his feet, 

until he comes to whom it belongs 
and to him shall be the obedience 
of the peoples. 

11 Binding his foal to the vine 

and his ass’s colt to the choice vine, 
he washes his garments in wine 
and his vesture in the blood of 
grapes; 

12 his eyes shall be red with wine, 

and his teeth white with milk. 

13 Zeb'ulun shall dwell at the shore of 

the sea; 

he shall become a haven for ships, 
and his border shall be at Sidon. 

14 Is'sachar is a strong ass, 

crouching between the sheepfolds; 

15 he saw that a resting place was good, 

and that the land was pleasant; 
so he bowed his shoulder to bear, 
and became a slave at forced labour. 

16 Dan shall judge his people 

as one of the tribes of Israel. 

17 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, 

a viper by the path, 
that bites the horse’s heels 

so that his rider falls backward. 

18 I wait for thy salvation, O Lord. 

19 Raiders 2 shall raid Gad, 

but he shall raid at their heels. 

20 Asher’s food shall be rich, 

and he shall yield royal dainties* 

21 Naph'tali is a hind let loose, 

that bears comely fawns.*• 


8 Judah, your brothers shall praise 

you; 22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, 

* Hcb shekem, ahoulder w Gk Syr Tg: Heb he * Or glory 

V Syr Compare Tg: Heb until Shiloh comes or until he comes to Shiloh *Heb gedud, a raiding troop 
a Or who gives beautiful words 
49.9-10: Num 24.9; Rev 5.5. 
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a fruitful bough by a spring; 
his branches run over the wall. 

23 The archers fiercely attacked him, 
shot at him, and harassed him 
sorely; 

34 yet his bow remained unmoved, 
his arms* were made agile 
by the hands of the Mighty One of 
Jacob 

(by the name of the Shepherd, 
the Rock of Israel), 

25 by the God of your father who will 

help you, 

by God Almighty" who will bless 
you 

with blessings of heaven above, 
blessings of the deep that couches 
beneath, 

blessings of the breasts and of the 
womb. 

26 The blessings of your father 

are mighty beyond the blessings of 
the eternal mountains, 0 
the bounties of the everlasting 
hills; 

may they be on the head of Joseph, 
and on the brow of him who was 
separate from his brothers. 

27 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf, 

in the morning devouring the 
prey, 

and at even dividing the spoil.” 

28 All these are the twelve tribes of 
Israel; and this is what their father said 
to them as he blessed them, blessing 
each with the blessing suitable to him. 
29 Then he charged them, and said to 
them, “I am to be gathered to my 
people; bury me with my fathers in the 
cave that is in the field of Ephron the 
Hittite, 30 in ^ cave that is in the field 
at Mach-pe'lah, to the east of Mamre, 
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham 
bought with the field from Ephron the 
Hittite to possess as a burying place. 
31 There they buried Abraham and 
Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac 
and Rebekah his wife; and there I 
buried Leah— 32 the field and the cave 
that is in it were purchased from the 
Hittites.” 33 When Jacob finished charg¬ 
ing his sons, he drew up his feet into the 
bed, and breathed his last, and was 
gathered to his people. 


Then Joseph fell on his father’s 
face, and wept over him, and 
kissed him. 2 And Joseph commanded 
his servants the physicians to embalm 
his father. So the physicians embalmed 
Israel; 3 forty days were required for it, 
for so many are required for embalming. 
And the Egyptians wept for him seventy 

4 And when the days of weeping for 
him were past, Joseph spoke to the 
household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now 
I have found favour in your eyes, speak, 

I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, 
saying, 3 My father made me swear, 
saying, *1 am about to die: in my tomb 
which I hewed out for myself in the 
land of Canaan, there shall you bury 
me.’ Now therefore let me go up, I pray 
you, and bury my father; then I will 
return.” 6 And Pharaoh answered, “Go 
up, and bury your father, as he made 
you swear.” 7 So Joseph went up to 
bury his father; and with him went up 
all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of 
his household, and all the elders of the 
land of Egypt, 8 as well as all the house¬ 
hold of Joseph, his brothers, and his 
father’s household; only their children, 
their flocks, and their herds were left in 
the land of Goshen. 9 And there went up 
with him both chariots and horsemen; 
it was a very great company. io When 
they came to the threshing floor of Atad, 
which is beyond the Jordan, they la¬ 
mented there with a very great and sor¬ 
rowful lamentation; and he made a 
mourning for his father seven days. 

II When the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, saw the mourning on the 
threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This 
is a grievous mourning to the Egyp¬ 
tians.” Therefore the place was named 
A / bel-mizraim; d it is beyond the Jor¬ 
dan. 12 Thus his sons did for him as he 
had commanded them; 13 for his sons 
carried him to the land of Canaan, and 
buried him in the cave of the field at 
Mach-pe'lah, to the east of Mamre, 
which Abraham bought with the field 
from Ephron the Hittite, to possess as a 
burying place. 14 After he had buried his 
father, Joseph returned to Egypt with 
his brothers and all who had gone up 
with him to bury his father. 

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that 


Hcb the arms of his hands u Heb F.l Shaddai e Compare Gk: Heb of my progenitors 
Thar is meadow (or mourning) of Egypt 50.13: Acts 7.16 
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their father was dead, they said, “It for you and your little ones.” Thus 
may be that Joseph will hate us and pay he reassured them and comforted 
us back for all the evil which we did to them. 

him.” ^ So they sent a message to Jo- 22 So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and 
seph, saying, “Your father gave this his father’s house; and Joseph lived a 
command before he died, 17 ‘Say to hundred and ten years. 23 And Joseph 
Joseph, Forgive, I pray you, the trans- saw E'phraim’s children of the third 
gression of your brothers and their sin, generation; the children also of Macliir 
because they did evil to you.’ And now, the son of Manas'seh were born upon 
we pray you, forgive the transgression Joseph’s knees. 24 And Joseph said to his 
of the servants of the God of your brothers, “I am about to die; but God 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke will visit you, and bring you up out of 
to him. 18 His brothers also came and this land to the land which he swore to 
fell down before him, and said, “Be- Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
hold, we are your servants.” 19 But Jo- 25 Then Joseph took an oath of the sons 
seph said to them, “Fear not, for am I of Israel, saying, “God will visit you, 
in the place of God? 20 As for you, you and you shall carry up my bones from 
meant evil against me; but God meant here.” 26 So Joseph died, being a hun- 
it for good, to bring it about that many dred and ten years old; and they em- 
people should be kept alive, as they are balmed him, and he was put in a coffin 
today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide in Egypt. 


THE SECOND BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

EXODUS 

1 These are the names of the sons the more they spread abroad. And the 
of Israel who came to Egypt with Egyptians were in dread of the people of 

Jacob, each with his household: 1 2 Reu- Israel. 13 So they made the people of 

ben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, 3 * Is'- Israel serve with rigour, 14 and made 

sachar, Zeb'ulun, and Benjamin, 4 Dan their lives bitter with hard service, in 

and Naph'tali, Gad and Asher. 5 * A11 the mortar and brick, and in all kinds of 

offspring of Jacob were seventy persons; work in the field; in all their work they 
Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Then made them serve with rigour. 

Joseph died, and all his brothers, and all 15 Then the king of Egypt said to the 
that generation. 7 8 But the descendants Hebrew midwives, one of whom was 
of Israel were fruitful and increased named Shiph'rah and the other Pu'ah, 
greatly; they multiplied and grew ex- “When you serve as midwife to the 
ceedingly strong; so that the land was Hebrew women, and see them upon the 
filled with them. birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill 

8 Now there arose a new king over him; but if it is a daughter, she shall 
Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 And live.” 17 But the midwives feared God, 

he said to his people, “Behold, the and did not do as the king of Egypt 

people of Israel are too many and too commanded them, but let the male 

mighty for us. 10 Come, let us deal children live. 18 So the king of Egypt 

shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, called the midwives, and said to them, 
and, if war befall us, they join our “Why have you done this, and let the 
enemies and fight against us and escape male children live?” 19 The midwives 
from the land.” 11 Therefore they set said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew 
taskmasters over them to afflict them women are not like the Egyptian wom- 
with heavy burdens; and they built for en; for they are vigorous and are de- 
Pharaoh store-cities, Pithom and Ra- livered before the midwife comes to 
am'ses. 12 But the more they were op- them.” 20 So God dealt well with the 
pressed, the more they multiplied and mid wives; and the people multiplied 
1*1-4: Gen 46.8*27; Num 26.4-50. 1.5-8: Acts 7.14-18. 1.10-11, 22: Acts 7.19. 



EXODUS 1 48 

and grew very strong. 21 And because the 
midwives feared God he gave them 
families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded 
all his people, “Every son that is born 
to the Hebrews® you shall cast into the 
Nile, but you shall let every daughter 
live.” 

Now a man from the house of 
Levi went and took to wife a daugh¬ 
ter of Levi. 2 The woman conceived and 
bore a son; and when she saw that he 
was a goodly child, she hid him three 
months. 3 And when she could hide him 
no longer she took for him a basket 
made of bulrushes, and daubed it with 
bitumen and pitch; and she put the 
child in it and placed it among the reeds 
at the river’s brink. 4 And his sister stood 
at a distance, to know what would be 
done to him. 5 Now the daughter of 
Pharaoh came down to bathe at the 
river, and her maidens walked beside 
the river; she saw the basket among the 
reeds and sent her maid to fetch it. 

6 When she opened it she saw the child; 
and lo, the babe was crying. She took 
pity on him and said, “This is one of 
the Hebrews’ children.” 7 Then his 
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall 
I go and call you a nurse from the 
Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to 
her, “Go.” So the girl went and called 
the child’s mother. 9 And Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, “Take this child 
away, and nurse him for me, and I will 
give you your wages.” So the woman 
took the child and nursed him. 10 And 
the child grew, and she brought him to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her 
son; and she named him Moses/ for 
she said, “Because I drew him out c of 
the water.” 

11 One day, when Moses had grown 
up, he went out to his people and looked 
on their burdens; and he saw an Egyp¬ 
tian beating a Hebrew, one of his 
people. 12 He looked this way and that, 
and seeing no one he killed the Egyptian 
and hid him in the sand. 13 When he 
went out the next day, behold, two 
Hebrews were struggling together; and 
he said to the man that did the wrong, 
“Why do you strike your fellow?” 14 He 
answered, “Who made you a prince and 


The burning bush 
a judge over us? Do you mean to kill me 
as you killed the Egyptian?” Then 
Moses was afraid, and thought, “Surely 
the thing is known.” 15 When Pharaoh 
heard of it, he sought to kill Moses. 

But Moses fled from Pharaoh, and 
stayed in the land of Mid'ian; and he sat 
down by a well. 16 Now the priest of 
Mid'ian had seven daughters; and they 
came and drew water, and filled the 
troughs to water their father’s flock. 
17 The shepherds came and drove them 
away; but Moses stood up and helped 
them, and watered their flock. 18 When 
they came to their father Reu'el, he 
said, “How is it that you have come so 
soon today?” 19 They said, “An Egyp¬ 
tian delivered us out of the hand of the 
shepherds, and even drew water for us 
and watered the flock.” 20 He said to his 
daughters, “And where is he? Why have 
you left the man? Call him, that he may 
eat bread.” 21 And Moses was content to 
dwell with the man, and he gave Moses 
his daughter Zippo'rah. 22 She bore a 
son, and he called his name Gershom; 
for he said, “I have been a sojourner 4 
in a foreign land.” 

23 In the course of those many days 
the king of Egypt died. And the people 
of Israel groaned under their bondage, 
and cried out for help, and their cry 
under bondage came up to God. ^And 
God heard their groaning, and God re¬ 
membered his covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac, and with Jacob. 25 And God 
saw the people of Israel, and God knew 
their condition. 

3 Now Moses was keeping the flock 
of his father-in-law, Jethro, the 
priest of Mid'ian; and he led his flock 
to the west side of the wilderness, and 
came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a flame of fire out of the midst of 
a bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush 
was burning, yet it was not consumed. 
3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside and 
see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt.” 4 When the Lord saw that he 
turned aside to see, God called to him 
out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And 
he said, “Here am I.” 5 Then he said, 
“Do not come near; put off your shoes 
from your feet, for the place on which 


tf Sai a Gk Tg: Heb lacks to the Hebrews b Heb Mosheh c Heb r is hah ® Heb ger 
2.2: Acts 7.20; Heb 11.23. 2.5, 10: Acts 7.21. 2.11: Acts 7.23; Heb 11.24. 2.12: Acts 7.24. 
2.14: Acts 7.27-28. 2.15, 22: Acts 7.29. 2^4: Acts 7.34. 3.1-4, 17: Ex 6.2-13. &2: Acts 7.30. 
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God commissions Moses 49 EXODUS 4 

you are standing is holy ground.” $And Egypt, to the land of the Canaanites, the 
he said, “I am the God of your father, Hittites, the Amorites, the Per'izzites, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the Hivites, and the Jeb'usites, a land 
and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid flowing with milk and honey.” * 18 And 
his face, for he was afraid to look at they will hearken to your voice; and 
God. you and the elders of Israel shall go to 

7 Then the Lord said, “I have seen the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The 
the affliction of my people who are in Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met 
Egypt, and have heard their cry because with us; and now, we pray you, let us go 
of their taskmasters; I know their suf- a three days’ journey into the wilder- 
ferings, 8 and I have come down to ness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord 
deliver them out of the hand of the our God.’ 19 I know that the king of 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of Egypt will not let you go unless com- 
that land to a good and broad land, a pelled by a mighty hand.? 20 So I will 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the stretch out my hand and smite Egypt 
place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the with all the wonders which I will do in 
Amorites, the Per'izzites, the Hivites, it; after that he will let you go. 21 And I 
and the Jeb'usites. 9 And now, behold, will give this people favour in the sight 
the cry of the people of Israel has come of the Egyptians; and when you go, you 
to me, and I have seen the oppression shall not go empty, 22 but each woman 
with which the Egyptians oppress them, shall ask of her neighbour, and of her 
10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh who sojourns in her house, jewelry of 
that you may bring forth my people, the silver and of gold, and clothing, and you 
sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” 11 But shall put them on your sons and on your 
Moses said to God, “Who am I that I daughters; thus you shall despoil the 
should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Egyptians.” 

sons of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 He said, A Then Moses answered, “But be- 
“But I will be with you; and this shall » hold, they will not believe me or 
be the sign for you, that I have sent listen to my voice, for they will say, 
you: when you have brought forth the ‘The Lord did not appear to you.’ ” 
people out of Egypt, you shall serve 2 The Lord said to him, “What is that 
God upon this mountain.” in your hand?” He said, “A rod.” 3 And 

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I he said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he 
come to the people of Israel and say to cast it on the ground, and it became a 
them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 But 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘W'hat is the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your 
his name?’ what shall I say to them?” hand, and take it by the tail”—so he put 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I out his hand and caught it, and it be- 
AM.” e And he said, “Say this to the came a rod in his hand— 5 “that they 
people of Israel, ‘I am has sent me to may believe that the Lord, the God of 
you.’ ” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say their fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
this to the people of Israel, ‘The Lord/ God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has 
the God of your fathers, the God of appeared to you.” 6 Again, the Lord said 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the to him, “Put your hand into your 
God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: this bosom.” And he put his hand into his 
is my name for ever, and thus I am to bosom ; and when he took it out, be- 
be remembered throughout all genera- hold, hiis hand was leprous, as white as 
tions. 16 Go and gather the elders of snow . 7 Then God said, “Put your hand 
Israel together, and say to them, ‘The back into your bosom.” So he put his 
Lord, the God of your fathers, the God hand back into his bosom; and when he 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has took it out, behold, it was restored like 
appeared to me, saying, “I have ob- the rest of his flesh. 8 “If they will not 
served you and what has been done to believe you,” God said, “or heed the 
you in Egypt; 17 and I promise that I first sign, they may believe the latter 
will bring you up out of the affliction of sign. 9 If they will not believe even 

* Or I AM WHAT I AM or 1 WILL BB WHAT I WILL BB 

f The word Lord when spelled with capital letters, stands for the divine name, YHWH, which is here con¬ 
nected with the verb hayah, to be 0 Gk Vg: Heb no, not by a mighty hand 
S.6: Mt 22.32; Mk 12.26; Lk 20.37; Acts 3.13; 7.32. 
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EXODUS 4 

these two signs or heed your voice, you 
shall take some water from the Nile and 
pour it upon the dry ground; and the 
water which you shall take from the 
Nile will become blood upon the dry 
ground.” 

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, 
my Lord, I am not eloquent, either 
heretofore or since thou hast spoken to 
thy servant; but I am slow of speech 
and of tongue.” 11 Then the Lord said 
to him, “Who has made man's mouth? 
Who makes him dumb, or deaf, or see¬ 
ing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 
12 Now therefore go, and I will be with 
your mouth and teach you what you 
shall speak.” 13 But he said, “Oh, my 
Lord, send, I pray, some other person.” 
14 Then the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Moses and he said, “Is 
there not Aaron, your brother, the 
Levite? I know that he can speak well; 
and behold, he is coming out to meet 
you, and when he sees you he will be 
glad in his heart. 15 And you shall speak 
to him and put the words in his mouth; 
and I will be with your mouth and with 
his mouth, and will teach you what you 
shall do. 1* He shall speak for you to the 
people; and he shall be a mouth for you, 
and you shall be to him as God. 17 And 
you shall take in your hand this rod, 
with which you shall do the signs.” 

18 Moses went back to Jethro his 
father-in-law and said to him, “Let me 
go back, I pray, to my kinsmen in 
Egypt and see whether they are still 
alive.” And Jethro said to Moses, “Go 
in peace.” ,g And the Lord said to 
Moses in Mid ian, “Go back to Egypt; 
for all the men who were seeking your 
life are dead.” 20 So Moses took his wife 
and his sons and set them on an ass, and 
went back to the land of Egypt; and in 
his hand Moses took the rod of God. 

21 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“When you go back to Egypt, see that 
you do before Pharaoh all the miracles 
which I have put in your power; but I 
will harden his heart, so that he will not 
let the people go. 22 And you shall say to 
Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, Israel is 
my first-born son, 23 and I say to you, 
“Let my son go that he may serve me”; 
if you refuse to let him go, behold, I will 
slay your first-born son.’ ” 

24 At a lodging place on the way the 
Lord met him and sought to kill him. 

4.19: Acts 7.34. 


50 “Let my people go** 

25 Then Zippo'rah took a flint and cut 
off her son’s foreskin, and touched 
Moses’ feet with it, and said, “Surely 
you are a bridegroom of blood to me!” 

26 So he let him alone. Then it was that 
she said, “You are a bridegroom of 
blood,” because of the circumcision. 

27 The Lord said to Aaron, “Go into 
the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he 
went, and met him at the mountain of 
God and kissed him. 2t >And Moses told 
Aaron all the words of the Lord with 
which he had sent him, and all the 
signs which he had charged him to do. 
29 Then Moses and Aaron went and 
gathered together all the elders of the 
people of Israel. 30 And Aaron spoke all 
the words which the Lord had spoken 
to Moses, and did the signs in the sight 
of the people. 3l And the people be¬ 
lieved; and when they heard that the 
Lord had visited the people of Israel 
and that he had seen their affliction, 
they bowed their heads and worshipped. 

5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went 
to Pharaoh and said, “Thus says 
the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let 
my people go, that they may hold a 
feast to me in the wilderness.’ ” 2 But 
Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that 
I should heed his voice and let Israel 
go? I do not know the Lord, and more¬ 
over I will not let Israel go.” 3 Then 
they said, “The God of the Hebrews 
has met with us; let us go, we pray, a 
three days’ journey into the wilderness, 
and sacrifice to the Lord our God, lest 
he fall upon us with pestilence or with 
the sword.” 4 But the king of Egypt said 
to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do 
you take the people away from their 
work? Get to your burdens.” 5And 
Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of 
the land are now many and you make 
them rest from their burdens!'’ 6 The 
same day Pharaoh commanded the task¬ 
masters of the people and their foremen, 
7 “You shall no longer give the people 
straw to make bricks, as heretofore; let 
them go and gather straw for them¬ 
selves. # But the number of bricks which 
they made heretofore you shall lay upon 
them, you shall by no means lessen it; 
for they are idle; therefore they cry, 
‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our 
God.’ 9 Let heavier work be laid upon 
the men that they may labour at it and 
pay no regard to lying words.” 



Plight of the people 51 

10 So the taskmasters and the fore¬ 
men of the people went out and said to 
the people, “Thus says Pharaoh, ‘I will 
not give you straw. 11 Go yourselves, 
get your straw wherever you can find 
it; but your work will not be lessened in 
the least.’ ” 12 So the people were 
scattered abroad throughout all the land 
of Egypt, to gather stubble for straw. 

13 The taskmasters were urgent, saying, 
“Complete your work, your daily task, 
as when there was straw.” i 4 And the 
foremen of the people of Israel, whom 
Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over 
them, were beaten, and were asked, 
“Why have you not done all your task 
of making bricks today, as hitherto?” 

15 Then the foremen of the people of 
Israel came and cried to Pharaoh, “Why 
do you deal thus with your servants? 

16 No straw is given to your servants, yet 
they say to us, ‘Make bricks!’ And be¬ 
hold, your servants are beaten; but the 
fault is in your own people.” 17 But he 
said, “You are idle, you are idle; there¬ 
fore you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 18 Go now, and work; for no 
straw shall be given you, yet you shall 
deliver the same number of bricks.” 

19 The foremen of the people of Israel 
saw that they were in evil plight, when 
they said, “You shall by no means 
lessen your daily number of bricks.” 

20 They met Moses and Aaron, who 
were waiting for them, as they came 
forth from Pharaoh; 21 and they said to 
them, “The Lord iook upon you and 
judge, because you have made us of¬ 
fensive in the sight of Pharaoh and his 
servants, and have put a sword in their 
hand to kill us.” 

22 Then Moses turned again to the 
Lord and said, “O Lord, why hast thou 
done evil to this people? Why didst thou 
ever send me? *3 For since I came to 
Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he has 
done evil to this people, and thou hast 
not delivered thy people at all.” 

6 1 But the Lord said to Moses, 
“Now you shall see what I will do 
to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he 
will send them out, yea, with a strong 
hand he will drive them out of his 
land.” 

2 And God said to Moses, “I am the 
Lord. 3 j appeared to Abraham, to 

* Heb El Shaddai 


EXODUS 6 

Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty,* 
but by my name the Lord I did not 
make myself known to them. 4 I also 
established my covenant with them, to 
give them the land of Canaan, the land 
in which they dwelt as sojourners. 

5 Moreover I have heard the groaning of 
the people of Israel whom the Egyptians 
hold in bondage and I have remembered 
my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the 
people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I 
will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will 
deliver you from their bondage, and I 
will redeem you with an outstretched 
arm and with great acts of judgment, 
7 and I will take you for my people, and 

I will be your God; and you shall know 
that I am the Lord your God, who has 
brought you out from under the bur¬ 
dens of the Egyptians. 8 And I will bring 
you into the land which I swore to give 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; I 
will give it to you for a possession. 1 am 
the Lord.’ ” 9 Moses spoke thus to the 
people of Israel; but they did not listen 
to Moses, because of their broken spirit 
and their cruel bondage. 

10 And the Lord said to Moses, 

II “Go in, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt 
to let the people of Israel go out of his 
land.” 12 But Moses said to the Lord, 
“Behold, the people of Israel have not 
listened to me; how then shall Pharaoh 
listen to me, who am a man of uncir¬ 
cumcised lips?” 13 But the Lord spoke 
to Moses and Aaron, and gave them a 
charge to the people of Israel and to 
Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring the 
people of Israel out of the land of Egypt. 

14 These are the heads of their fa¬ 
thers’ houses: the sons of Reuben, the 
first-born of Israel; Hanoch, Pallu, 
Hezron, and Carmi; these are the 
families of Reuben. 15 The sons of 
Simeon: Jemu'el, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, 
Zohar, and Sha'ul, the son of a Ca- 
naanite woman; these are the families of 
Simeon. 16 These are the names of the 
sons of Levi according to their genera¬ 
tions: Gershon, Kohath, and Merar'i, 
the years of the life of Levi being a 
hundred and thirty-seven years, j 7 The 
sons of Gershon: Libni and Shim'e-i, 
by their families. 18 The sons of Kohath: 
Am r am, Izhar, Hebron, and Uz'ziel, the 


8.1, 8: Acts 13.17. 8.14-16: Gen 46.8-11; Num 26.5-14 
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years of the life of Kohath being a hun¬ 
dred and thirty-three years. 19 The sons 
of Merar'i: Mahli and Mushi. These 
are the families of the Levites according 
to their generations. 20 Amram took to 
wife Joch ebed his father’s sister and she 
bore him Aaron and Moses, the years 
of the life of Amram being one hundred 
and thirty-seven years. 21 The sons of 
Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. 
22And the sons of Uz'ziel: Mi'sha-el, 
Elza'phan, and Sithri. 23Aaron took to 
wife Elish'eba, the daughter of Ammin'- 
adab and the sister of Nahshon; and she 
bore him Nadab, Abi hu, Elea'zar, and 
Ith'amar. 24 The sons of Korah: Assir, 
Elka'nah, and Abi'asaph; these are the 
families of the Ko'rahites. 25 Elea'zar, 
Aaron’s son, took to wife one of the 
daughters of Pu'ti-el; and she bore him 
Phin'ehas. These are the heads of the 
fathers’ houses of the Levites by their 
families. 

26 These are the Aaron and Moses to 
whom the Lord said: “Bring out the 
eople of Israel from the land of Egypt 
y their hosts.” 27 j t was they who 
spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about 
bringing out the people of Israel from 
Egypt, this Moses and this Aaron. 

28 On the day when the Lord spoke 
to Moses in the land of Egypt, 29 the 
Lord said to Moses, “I am the Lord; 
tell Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I say 
to you.” 30 But Moses said to the Lord, 
“Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips; 
how then shall Pharaoh listen to me?” 
L And the Lord said to Moses, 
“See, I make you as God to Phar¬ 
aoh; and Aaron your brother shall be 

r our prophet. 2 You shall speak all that 
command you; and Aaron your 
brother shall tell Pharaoh to let the 
eople of Israel go out of his land. 3 But 
will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and 
though I multiply my signs and won¬ 
ders in the land of Egypt, 4 Pharaoh will 
not listen to you; then I will lay my 
hand upon Egypt and bring forth my 
hosts, my people the sons of Israel, out 
of the land of Egypt by great acts of 
judgment. 5 And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I 
stretch forth my hand upon Egypt and 
bring out the people of Israel from 
among them.” 6 And Moses and Aaron 
did so; they did as the Lord com¬ 
manded them. 7 Now Moses was eighty 

&20-23S Num 26.58-60. 7 -3-4i Acts 7.36. 


years old, and Aaron eighty-three years 
old, when they spoke to Pharaoh. 

8 And the Lord said to Moses and 
Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh says to you, 
Trove yourselves by working a mir¬ 
acle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, 
‘Take your rod and casr it down before 
Pharaoh, that it may become a ser¬ 
pent.’ ” 10 So Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh and did as the Lord com¬ 
manded: Aaron cast down his rod be¬ 
fore Pharaoh and his servants, and it 
became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh 
summoned the wise men and the sor¬ 
cerers; and they also, the magicians of 
Egypt, did the same by their secret 
arts. 12 For every man cast down his 
rod, and they became serpents. But 
Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods. 
13 Still Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 
and he would not listen to them; as the 
Lord had said. 

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, he refuses 
to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in 
the morning, as he is going out to the 
water; wait for him by the river’s 
brink, and take in your hand the rod 
which was turned into a serpent. 16 And 
you shall say to him, ‘The Lord, the 
God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, 
saying, “Let my people go, that they 
may serve me in the wilderness; and 
behold, you have not yet obeyed.” 
17 Thus says the Lord, “By this you 
shall know that I am the Lord : behold, 
I will strike the water that is in the Nile 
with the rod that is in my hand, and it 
shall be turned to blood, and the fish 
in the Nile shall die, and the Nile shall 
become foul, and the Egyptians will 
loathe to drink water from the Nile.” * ” 
19 And the Lord said to Moses, “Say to 
Aaron, ‘Take your rod and stretch out 
your hand over the waters of Egypt, 
over their rivers, their canals, and their 
ponds, and all their pools of water, that 
they may become blood ; and there shall 
be blood throughout all the land of 
Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in 
vessels of stone.* ” 

20 Moses and Aaron did as the Lord 
commanded; in the sight of Pharaoh 
and in the sight of his servants, he lifted 
up the rod and struck the water that 
was in the Nile, and all the water that 
was in the Nile turned to blood. 2iAnd 
the fish in the Nile died; and the Nile 



Plague of frogs,; of insects 
became foul, so that the Egyptians could 
not drink water from the Nile; and there 
was blood throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt 
did the same by their secret arts; so 
Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, 
and he would not listen to them; as the 
Lord had said. 23 Pharaoh turned and 
went into his house, and he did not lay 
even this to heart. 24 And all the Egyp¬ 
tians dug round about the Nile for 
water to drink, for they could not drink 
the water of the Nile. 

25 Seven days passed after the 
1 Lord had struck the Nile. 1 Then 
the Lord said to Moses, “Go in to 
Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says 
the Lord, “Let my people go, that they 
may serve me. 2 But if you refuse to let 
them go, behold, I will plague all your 
country with frogs; 3 the Nile shall 
swarm with frogs which shall come up 
into your house, and into your bed¬ 
chamber and on your bed, and into the 
houses of your servants and of your 
people/ and into your ovens and your 
kneading bowls; 4 the frogs shall come 
up on you and on your people and on 
all your servants.” ’ ” 5 * And the Lord 
said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch 
out your hand with your rod over the 
rivers, over the canals, and over the 
pools, and cause frogs to come upon the 
land of Egypt!’ ” 6 So Aaron stretched 
out his hand over the waters of Egypt; 
and the frogs came up and covered the 
land of Egypt. 7 But the magicians did 
the same by their secret arts, and 
brought frogs upon the land of Egypt. 

8 Then Pharaoh called Moses and 
Aaron, and said, “Entreat the Lord to 
take away the frogs from me and from 
my people; and I will let the people go 
to sacrifice to the Lord.” 9 Moses said 
to Pharaoh, “Be pleased to command 
me when I am to entreat, for you and for 
your servants and for your people, that 
the frogs be destroyed from you and 
your houses and be left only in the 
Nile.” 10 And he said, “Tomorrow.” 
Moses said, “Be it as you say, that you 
may know that there is no one like the 
Lord our God. 11 The frogs shall depart 
from you and your houses and your 
servants and your people; they shall be 
left only in the Nile.” 12 So Moses and 
Aaron went out from Pharaoh; and 
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Moses cried to the Lord concerning the 
frogs, as he had agreed with Pharaoh/ 
13 And the Lord did according to the 
word of Moses; the frogs died out of the 
houses and courtyards and out of the 
fields. 14 And they gathered them to¬ 
gether in heaps, and the land stank. 
15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was 
a respite, he hardened his heart, and 
would not listen to them; as the Lord 
had said. 

16 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your rod 
and strike the dust of the earth, that it 
may become gnats throughout all the 
land of Egypt/ ” 17 And they did so; 
Aaron stretched out his hand with his 
rod, and struck the dust of the earth, 
and there came gnats on man and beast; 
all the dust of the earth became gnats 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 18 The 
magicians tried by their secret arts to 
bring forth gnats, but they could not. 
So there were gnats on man and beast. 
19 And the magicians said to Pharaoh, 
“This is the finger of God.” But Phar¬ 
aoh’s heart was hardened, and he would 
not listen to them; as the Lord had said. 

20 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Rise up early in the morning and wait 
for Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, 
and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, 
“Let my people go, that they may serve 
me. 21 Else, if you will not let my people 
go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on 
you and your servants and your people, 
and into your houses; and the houses of 
the Egyptians shall be filled with 
swarms of flies, and also the ground on 
which they stand. 22 But on that day I 
will set apart the land of Goshen, where 
my people dwell, so that no swarms of 
flies shall be there; that you may know 
that I am the Lord in the midst of the 
earth. 23 Thus I will put a division w 
between my people and your people. By 
tomorrow shall this sign be.” * ” 24 And 
the Lord did so; there came great 
swarms of flies into the house of Phar¬ 
aoh and into his servants* houses, and 
in all the land of Egypt the land was 
ruined by reason of the flies. 

25 Then Pharaoh called Moses and 
Aaron, and said, “Go, sacrifice to your 
God within the land.” 26 But Moses 
said, “It would not be right to do so; for 
we shall sacrifice to the Lord our God 
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offerings abominable to the Egyptians. 
If we sacrifice offerings abominable to 
the Egyptians before their eyes, will 
they not stone us? 27 We must go three 
days’ journey into the wilderness and 
sacrifice to the Loud our God as he will 
command us.” 28 So Pharaoh said, “I 
will let you go, to sacrifice to the Lord 
your God in the wilderness; only you 
shall not go very far away. Make en¬ 
treaty for me.” - ' Then Moses said, 
“Behold, I am going out from you and I 
will pray to the Low that the swarms of 
flies may depart from Pharaoh, from 
his servants, and from his people, to¬ 
morrow; only let not Pharaoh deal 
falsely again by not letting the people go 
to sacrifice to the Lord.” 30 So Moses 
went out from Pharaoh and prayed to 
the Lord. 31 And the Lord did as Moses 
asked, and removed the swarms of flies 
from Pharaoh, from his servants, and 
from his people; not one remained. 
32 Bur Pharaoh hardened his heart this 
time also, and did not let the people go. 
Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Go in to Pharaoh, and say to him, 
‘Thus says the Lord, the God of the 
Hebrews, “Let it*\ people go, that they 
may serve me. 2 For if you refuse to let 
them go and still hold them, 3 behold, 
the hand of the Lord will fall with a 
very severe plague upon your cattle 
which are in the field, the horses, the 
asses, the camels, the herds, and the 
flocks. 4 But the L'^kd will make a dis¬ 
tinction between t»v' cattle of Israel and 
the cattle of Egypt, so that nothing shall 
die of all that belongs to the people of 
Israel.” ’ ” 5 And c Lord set a time, 

saying, “Tomorrow the Lord will do 
this thing in the iand.” 6 And on the 
morrow die Lord did this thing ; all the 
cattle of the Egyptians died, but of the 
cattle of the peonJ^ of Israel not one 
died. 7 And Pharaoh sent, and behold, 
not one of the caft/c of the Israelites was 
dead. But the he: n of Pharaoh was 
hardened, and he did not let the people 
go. 

8 And the Lord said to Moses and 
Aaron, “Take han-Fuls of ashes from 
the kiln, and let Moses throw them 
toward heaven in the sight of Pharaoh. 
9 And it shall become fine dust over all 
the land of Egypt, and become boils 
breaking out in so'cs on man and beast 
throughout all the land of Egypt.” 19 So 

9.16: Rom 9.17. 


54 Plague on cattle; of boils 

they took ashes from the kiln, and stood 
before Pharaoh, and Moses threw them 
toward heaven, and it became boils 
breaking out in sores on man and beast. 
11 And the magicians could not stand 
before Moses because of the boils, for 
the boils were upon the magicians and 
upon all the Egyptians. 12 But the Lord 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he 
did not listen to them; as the Lord had 
spoken to Moses. 

13 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Rise up early in the morning and stand 
before Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus 
says the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, 
“Let my people go, that they may serve 
me. 14 For this time I will send all my 
plagues upon your heart, and upon your 
servants and your people, that you may 
know that there is none like me in all the 
earth. 15 For by now I could have put 
forth my hand and struck you and your 
people with pestilence, and you would 
have been cut off from the earth; 10 but 
for this purpose have I let you live, to 
show you my power, so that my name 
may be declared throughout all the 
earth. 17 You are still exalting yourself 
against iny people, and will not let them 
go. 18 Behold, tomorrow about this 
time 1 will cause very heavy hail to fall, 
such as never has been in Egypt from 
the day it was founded until now. 
19 Now therefore send, get your cattle 
and all that you have in the field into 
safe shelter; for the hail shall come 
down upon every man and beast that is 
in the field and is not brought home, 
and they shall die.” ’ ” 20 Then he who 
feared the word of the Lord among the 
servants of Pharaoh made his slaves and 
his cattle flee into the houses; 21 but he 
who did not regard the word of the 
Lord left his slaves and his cattle in the 
field. 

22 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Stretch forth your hand toward heav¬ 
en, that there may be hail in all the land 
of Egypt , upon man and beast and every 
plant of the field, throughout the land of 
Egypt.” - 3 Then Moses stretched forth 
his rod toward heaven., and the Lord 
sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down 
to the earth. And the Lord rained hail 
upon the land of Egypt; 24 there was 
hail, and fire flashing continually in the 
midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such 
as had never been in all the land of 
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Egypt since it became a nation. 25 The 
hail struck down everything that was in 
the field throughout all the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and the 
hail struck down every plant of the 
field, and shattered every tree of the 
field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, 
where the people of Israel were, there 
was no hail. 

27 Then Pharaoh sent, and called 
Moses and Aaron, and said to them, 

‘‘I have sinned this time; the Lord is 
in the right, and I and my people are 
in the wrong. 28 Entreat the Lord ; for 
there has been enough of this thunder 
and hail; I will let you go, and you shall 
stay no longer.” 29 Moses said to him, 
“As soon as I have gone out of the city, 

I will stretch out my hands to the Lord ; 
the thunder will cease, and there will be 
no more hail, that you may know that 
the earth is the Lord’s. 30 But as for you 
and your servants, I know that you do 
not yet fear the Lord God.” 31 (The flax 
and the barley were ruined, for the 
barley was in the ear and the flax was in 
bud. 32 But the wheat and the spelt were 
not ruined, for they are late in coming 
up.) 33 So Moses went out of the city 
from Pharaoh, and stretched out his 
hands to the Lord; and the thunder and 
the hail ceased, and the rain no longer 
poured upon the earth. 34 But when 
Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail 
and the thunder had ceased, he sinned 
yet again, and hardened his heart, he 
and his servants. 35 So the heart of Phar¬ 
aoh was hardened, and he did not let 
the people of Israel go; as the Lord had 
spoken through Moses. 

■1A Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Go in to Pharaoh; for I have 
hardened his heart and the heart of his 
servants, that I may show these signs of 
mine among them, 2 and that you may 
tell in the hearing of your son and of 
your son’s son how I have made sport of 
the Egyptians and what signs I have 
done among them; that you may know 
that I am the Lord.” 

3 So Moses and Aaron went in to 
Pharaoh, and said to him, “Thus says 
the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, 
‘How long will you refuse to humble 
yourself before me? Let my people go, 
that they may serve me. 4 For if you 
refuse to let my people go, behold, to¬ 
morrow I will bring locusts into your 

* Heb before your face 


EXODUS 10 

country, 5 and they shall cover the face 
of the land, so that no one can see the 
land; and they shall eat what is left to 
you after the hail, and they shall eat 
every tree of yours which grows in the 
field, 6 and they shall fill your houses, 
and the houses of all your servants and 
of all the Egyptians; as neither your 
fathers nor your grandfathers have seen, 
from the day they came on earth to this 
day.* ” Then he turned and went out 
from Pharaoh. 

7 And Pharaoh’s servants said to him, 
“How long shall this man be a snare to 
us? Let the men go, that they may serve 
the Lord their God; do you not yet 
understand that Egypt is ruined?” 8 So 
Moses and Aaron were brought back to 
Pharaoh; and he said to them, “Go, 
serve the Lord your God; but who are 
to go?” 9 And Moses said, “We will go 
with our young and our old; we will go 
with our sons and daughters and with 
our flocks and herds, for we must hold a 
feast to the Lord.” 10 And he said to 
them, “The Lord be with you, if ever I 
let you and your little ones go! Look, 
you have some evil purpose in mind. n 
11 No! Go, tire men among you, and 
serve the Lord, for that is what you de¬ 
sire.” And they were driven out from 
Pharaoh’s presence. 

12 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand over the land of 
Egypt for the locusts, that they may 
come upon the land of Egypt, and eat 
every plant in the land, all that the hail 
has left.” 13 So Moses stretched forth 
his rod over the land of Egypt, and the 
Lord brought an east wind upon the 
land all that day and all that night; and 
when it was morning the east wind had 
brought the locusts. 14 And the locusts 
came up over all the land of Egypt, and 
settled on the whole country of Egypt, 
such a dense swarm of locusts as had 
never been before, nor ever shall be 
again. 15 For they covered the face of 
the whole land, so that the land was 
darkened, and they ate all the plants in 
the land and all the fruit of the trees 
which the hail had left; not a green 
thing remained, neither tree nor plant 
of the field, through all the land of 
Egypt. 16 Then Pharaoh called Moses 
and Aaron in haste, and said, “I have 
sinned against the Lord your God, and 
against you. 17 Now therefore, forgive 
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my sin, I pray you, only this once, and 
entreat the Lord your God only to 
remove this death from me.” 18 So he 
went out from Pharaoh, and entreated 
the Lord. 19 And the Lord turned a very 
strong west wind, which lifted the 
locusts and drove them into the Red 
Sea; not a single locust was left in all the 
country of Egypt. 20 But the Lord hard¬ 
ened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let 
the children of Israel go. 

21 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand toward heaven 
that there may be darkness over the land 
of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22 So 
Moses stretched out his hand toward 
heaven, and there was thick darkness in 
all the land of Egypt three days; 23 they 
did not see one another, nor did any rise 
from his place for three days; but all the 
people of Israel had light where they 
dwelt. 24 Then Pharaoh called Moses, 
and said, “Go, serve the Lord; your 
children also may go with you; only let 
your flocks and your herds remain be¬ 
hind.” 25 But Moses said, “You must 
also let us have sacrifices and burnt of¬ 
ferings, that we may sacrifice to the 
Lord our God. 26 Our cattle also must 
go with us; not a hoof shall be left be¬ 
hind, for we must take of them to serve 
the Lord our God, and we do nor. know 
with what we must serve the Lord 
until we arrive there.” 27 But the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would 
not let them go. 28 Then Pharaoh said to 
him, “Get away from me; take heed to 
yourself; never see my face again; for 
in the day you see my face you shall 
die.” 29 Moses said, “As you say! I will 
not see your face again.” 

n The Lord said to Moses, “Yet 
one plague more I will bring upon 
Pharaoh and upon Egypt; afterwards he 
will let you go hence; when he lets you 

? 3, he will drive you away completely. 

Speak now in the hearing of the 
people, that they ask, every man of fads 
neighbour and every woman of her 
neighbour, jewelry of silver and of gold.” 
3 And the Lord gave the people favour in 
the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, 
the man Moses was very great in the 
land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s 
servants and in the sight of the people. 

4 And Moses said, “Thus says the 
Lord: About midnight I will go forth 
in the midst of Egypt; 5 and all the 

0 Heb between the two evenings 
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first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, 
from the first-born of Pharaoh who sits 
upon his throne, even to the first-born 
of the maidservant who is behind the 
mill; and all the first-born of the cattle. 
^And there shall be a great cry through¬ 
out all the land of Egypt, such as there 
has never been, nor ever shall be again. 
7 But against any of the people of Israel, 
either man or beast, not a dog shall 
growl; that you may know that the 
Lord makes a distinction between the 
Egyptians and Israel. 8 And all these 
your servants shall come down to me, 
and bow down to me, saying, ‘Get you 
out, and all the people who follow you.* 
And after that I will go out.” And he 
went out from Pharaoh in hot anger. 
9 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Phar¬ 
aoh will not listen to you; that my 
wonders may be multiplied in the land 
of Egypt.” 

10 Moses and Aaron did all these 
wonders before Pharaoh; and the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did 
not let the people of Israel go out of his 
land. 

1 ^ The Lord said to Moses and 
JLjL Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

2 “This month shall be for you the be¬ 
ginning of months; it shall be the first 
month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth 
day of this month they shall take every 
man a lamb according to their fathers’ 
houses, a lamb for a household; 4 and if 
the household is too small for a lamb, 
then a man and his neighbour next to his 
house shall take according to the num¬ 
ber of persons; according to what each 
can eat you shall make your count for 
the lamb. 3 Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male a year old; you shall 
take it from the sheep or from the 
goats; 6 and you shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month, when the 
whole assembly of the congregation of 
Israel shall kill their lambs m the even¬ 
ing. 0 7 Then they shall take some of the 
blood, and put it on the two doorposts 
and the lintel of the houses in which 
they eat them. 8 They shall eat the flesh 
that night, roasted; with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 
9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled with 
water, but roasted, its head with its legs 
and its inner parts. 10 And you shall let 
none of it remain until the mornings 
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anything that remains until the morning 
you shall burn. 11 In this manner you 
shall eat it: your loins girded, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in 
your hand; and you shall eat it in haste. 

It is the Lord’s passover. 12 For I will 
pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will smite all the first-born 
in the land of Egypt, both man and 
beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the Lord. 

13 The blood shall be a sign for you, 
upon the houses where you are; and 
when I see the blood, I will pass over 
you, and no plague shall fall upon you 
to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt. 

14 “This day shall be for you a me¬ 
morial day, and you shall keep it as a 
feast to the Lord; throughout your 
generations you shall observe it as an 
ordinance for ever. 15 Seven days you 
shall eat unleavened bread; on the first 
day you shall put away leaven out of 
your houses, for if any one eats what is 
leavened, from the first day until the 
seventh day, that person shall be cut off 
from Israel. 16 On the first day you shall 
hold a holy assembly, and on the 
seventh day a holy assembly; no work 
shall be done on those days; but what 
every one must eat, that only may be 
prepared by you. 17 And you shall ob¬ 
serve the feast of unleavened bread, for 
on this very day I brought your hosts 
out of the land of Egypt: therefore you 
shall observe this day, throughout your 
generations, as an ordinance for ever. 

* 8 In the first month, on the fourteenth 
day of the month at evening, you shall 
eat unleavened bread, and so until the 
twenty-first day of the month at eve¬ 
ning. iy For seven days no leaven shall 
be found in your houses; for if any one 
eats what is leavened, that person shall 
be cut off from the congregation of 
Israel, whether he is a sojourner or a 
native of the land. 20 You shall eat 
nothing leavened; in all your dwellings 
you shall eat unleavened bread.” 

21 Then Moses called all the elders 
of Israel, and said to them, “Select 
lambs for yourselves according to your 
families, and kill the passover lamb. 
^Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in 
the blood which is in the basin, and 
touch the lintel and the two doorposts 
with the blood which is in the basin; 
12 . 13 : Heb 11.28. 
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and none of you shall go out of the door 
of his house until the morning. 2 *' For 
the Lord will pass through to slay the 
Egyptians; and when he sees the blood 
on the lintel and on the two doorposts, 
the Lord will pass over the door, and 
will not allow the destroyer to enter 
your houses to slay you. 24 You shall ob¬ 
serve this rite as an ordinance for you 
and for your sons for ever. 25 And when 
you come to the land which the Lord 
will give you, as he has promised, you 
shall keep this service. 26 And when your 
children say to you, ‘What do you mean, 
by this service?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is 
the sacrifice of the Lord’s passover, for 
he passed over the houses of the people 
of Israel in Egypt, when he slew the 
Egyptians but spared our houses.’ ” 
And the people bowed their heads and 
worshipped. 

28 Then the people of Israel went and 
did so; as the Lord had commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so they did. 

29 At midnight the Lord smote all 
the first-born in the land of Egypt, from 
the first-born of Pharaoh who sat on his 
throne to the first-born of the captive 
who was in the dungeon, and all the 
first-bom of the cattle. 30And Pharaoh 
rose up in the night, he, and all his 
servants, and all the Egyptians; and 
there was a great cry in Egypt, for there 
was not a house where one was not 
dead. 31 And he summoned Moses and 
Aaron by night, and said, “Rise up, go 
forth from among my people, both you 
and the people of Israel; and go, serve 
the Lord, as you have said. 32 Take your 
flocks and your herds, as you have said, 
and be gone; and bless me also!” 

33 And the Egyptians were urgent 
with the people, to send them out of the 
land in haste; for they said, “We are all 
dead men.” 34 So the people took their 
dough before it was leavened, their 
kneading bowls being bound up in their 
mantles on their shoulders. 35 The 
people of Israel had also done as Moses 
told them, for they had asked of the 
Egyptians jewelry of silver and of gold, 
and clothing; 36 and the Lord had given 
the people favour in the sight of the 
Egyptians, so that they let them have 
what they asked. Thus they despoiled 
the Egyptians. 

37 And the people of Israel journeyed 
from Ram eses to Succoth, about six 
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hundred thousand men on foot, besides 
women and children. 38 A mixed multi¬ 
tude also went up with them, and very 
many cattle, both flocks and herds. 
3y And they baked unleavened cakes of 
the dough which they had brought out 
of Egypt, for it was not leavened, be¬ 
cause they were thrust out of Egypt and 
could not tarry, neither had they pre¬ 
pared for themselves any provisions. 

40 The time that the people of Israel 
dwelt in Egypt was four hundred and 
thirty years. 41 And at the end of four 
hundred and thirty years, on that very 
day, all the hosts of the Lord went out 
from the land of Egypt. 42 It was a night 
of watching by the Lord, to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt; so this same 
night is a night of watching kept to the 
Lord by all the people of Israel 
throughout their generations. 

43 And the Lord said to Moses and 
Aaron, “This is the ordinance of the 
passover: no foreigner shall eat of it; 

44 but every slave that is bought for 
money may eat of it after you have cir¬ 
cumcised him. 45 No sojourner or hired 
servant may eat of it. 46 In one house 
shall it be eaten; you shall not carry 
forth any of the flesh outside the house; 
and you shall not break a bone of it. 
47 A11 the congregation of Israel shall 
keep it. 48 And when a stranger shall 
sojourn with you and would keep the 
passover to the Lord, let all his males 
be circumcised, then he may come near 
and keep it; he shall be as a native of the 
land. But no uncircumcised person 
shall eat of it. 49 There shall be one law 
for the native and for the stranger who 
sojourns among you.” 

50 Thus did all the people of Israel; 
as the Lord commanded Moses and 
Aaron, so they did. 51 And on that very 
day the Lord brought the people of 
Israel out of the land of Egypt by their 
hosts. 

*| *1 The Lord said to Moses, 

A D 2 “Consecrate to me all the first¬ 
born; whatever is the first to open the 
womb among the people of Israel, both 
of man and of beast, is mine.” 

3 And Moses said to the people, 
“Remember this day, in which you 
came out from Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage, for by strength of hand the 
Lord brought you out from this place; 


Israel let out of Egypt 
no leavened bread shall be eaten. 4 This 
day you are to go forth, in the month of 
Abib. 5 And when the Lord brings you 
into the land of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and 
the Jeb'usites, which he swore to your 
fathers to give you, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, you shall keep this 
service in this month. 6 Seven days you 
shall eat unleavened bread, and on the 
seventh day there shall be a feast to the 
Lord. 1 Unleavened bread shall be 
eaten for seven days; no leavened bread 
shall be seen with you, and no leaven 
shall be seen with you in all your 
territory. 8 And you shall tell your son 
on that day, ‘It is because of what the 
Lord did for me when I came out of 
Egypt. 5 9 And it shall be to you as a sign 
on your hand and as a memorial be¬ 
tween your eyes, that the law of the 
Lord may be in your mouth; for with a 
strong hand the Lord has brought you 
out of Egypt. 10 You shall therefore 
keep this ordinance at its appointed 
time from year to year. 

11 “And when the Lord brings you 
into the land of the Canaanites, as he 
swore to you and your fathers, and 
shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart 
to the Lord all that first opens the 
womb. All the firstlings of your cattle 
that are males shall be the Lord’s. 
13 Every firstling of an ass you shall 
redeem with a lamb, or if you will not 
redeem it you shall break its neck. 
Every first-born of man among your 
sons you shall redeem. 14 And when in 
time to come your son asks you, ‘What 
does this mean?’ you shall say to him, 
‘By strength of hand the Lord brought 
us out of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage. 15 For when Pharaoh stub¬ 
bornly refused to let us go, the Lord 
slew all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt, both the first-born of man and 
the first-born of cattle. Therefore I 
sacrifice to the Lord all the males that 
first open the womb; but all the first¬ 
born of my sons I redeem.’ 16 It shall be 
as a mark on your hand or frontlets 
between your eyes; for by a strong hand 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt.” 

17 When Pharaoh let the people go, 
God did not lead them by way of the 
land of the Philistines, although that 
was near; for God said, “Lest the 
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people repent when they see war, and 
return to Egypt/' 18 But God led the 
people round by the way of the wilder¬ 
ness toward the Red Sea. And the 
people of Israel went up out of the land 
of Egypt equipped for battle. 19 And 
Moses took the bones of Joseph with 
him; for Joseph had solemnly sworn the 
people of Israel, saying, “God will visit 
you; then you must carry my bones 
with you from here, ” 20 And they moved 
on from Succoth, and encamped at 
Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 

21 And the Lord went before them by 
day in a pillar of cloud to lead them 
along the way, and by night in a pillar 
of fire to give them light, that they 
might travel by day and by night; 22 the 
pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of 
fire by night did not depart from before 
the people. 

1 A Then the Lord said to Moses, 

2 “Tell the people of Israel to 
turn back and encamp in front of 
Pi-ha-hi'roth, between Migdol and the 
sea, in front of Ba'al-zephon; you shall 
encamp over against it, by the sea. 3 For 
Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, 
‘They are entangled in the land; the 
wilderness has shut them in/ 4 And I 
will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will 
pursue them and I will get glory over 
Pharaoh and all his host; and the 
Egyptians shall know that I am the 
Lord." And they did so. 

5 When the king of Egypt was told 
that the people had fled, the mind of 
Pharaoh and his servants was changed 
toward the people, and they said, 
“What is this we have done, that we 
have let Israel go from serving us?” 6 So 
he made ready his chariot and rook his 
army with him, 7 and took six hundred 
picked chariots and all the other chariots 
of Egypt with officers over all of them. 
8 And the Lord hardened the heart of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt and he pursued 
the people of Israel as they went forth 
defiantly. 9 The Egyptians pursued 
them, all Pharaoh’s horses arid chariots 
and his horsemen and his army, and 
overtook them encamped at the sea, by 
Pi-ha-hi'roth, in front of Ba al-zephon. 

10 When Pharaoh drew near, the 
people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and 
behold, the Egyptians were marching 
after them; and they were in great fear. 
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And the people of Israel cried out to the 
Lord; 11 and they said to Moses, “Is it 
because there are no graves in Egypt 
that you have taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? What have you done to us, 
in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is not 
this what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Let 
us alone and let us serve the Egyptians? 
For it would have been better for us to 
serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness." 13 And Moses said to the 
people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see 
the salvation of the Lord, which he will 
work for you today; for the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall never see 
again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, 
and you have only to be still.” 15 The 
Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry 
to me? Tell the people of Israel to go 
forward . 16 Lift up your rod, and stretch 
out your hand over the sea and divide 
it, that the people of Israel may go on 
dry ground through the sea. 17 And I 
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians 
so that they shall go in after them, and 
I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his 
host, his chariots, and his horsemen, 
is And the Egyptians shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I have gotten glory 
over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 
horsemen.” 

19 Then the angel of God who went 
before the host of Israel moved and 
went behind them; and the pillar of 
cloud moved from before them and 
stood behind them, 20 coming between 
the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. 
And there was the cloud and the dark¬ 
ness ; and the night passed* 1 without one 
coming near the other all night. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea; and the Lord drove 
the sea back by a strong east wind all 
night, and made the sea dry land, and 
the waters were divided. 22 And the 
people of Israel went into the midst of 
the sea on dry ground, the waters being 
a wall to them on their right hand and 
on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, 
and went in after them into the midst of 
the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his 
chariots, and his horsemen. 24 And in the 
morning watch the Lord in the pillar of 
fire and of cloud looked down upon the 
host of the Egyptians, and discomfited 
the host of the Egyptians, 25 clogging 
their chariot wheels so that they drove 


* Gk: Heb and it lit up the night 9 Or binding. Sam Gk Syr; Hcb removing 
13.19; Gen 50.25. 144; Acts 13.17. 14.12:T5x 16.3; 17.3. 



EXODUS 14 

heavily; and the Egyptians said, “Let 
us flee from before Israel; for the Lord 
fights for them against the Egyptians.’* 
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, 
and the sea returned to its wonted flow 
when the morning appeared; and the 
Egyptians fled into it, and the Lord 
routed r the Egyptians in the midst of 
the sea. 28 The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen 
and all the host* of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not so much 
as one of them remained. 29 But the 
people of Israel walked on dry ground 
through the sea, the waters being a wall 
to them on their right hand and on their 
left. 

30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that 
day from the hand of the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon 
the seashore. 31 And Israel saw the great 
work which the Lord did against the 
Egyptians, and the people feared the 
Lord; and they believed in the Lord 
and in his servant Moses. 

1 C Then Moses and the people of 
X J Israel sang this song to the Lord, 
saying, 

“I will sing to the Lord, for he has 
triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider* he has 
thrown into the sea. 

2 The Lord is my strength and my 

song, 

and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise 
him, 

my father’s God, and I will exalt 
him. 

3 The Lord is a man of war; 

the Lord is his name. 

4 “Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he 

cast into the sea; 

and his . picked officers are sunk in 
the Red Sea. 
s The floods cover them; 

they went down into the depths 
like a stone. 

6 Thy right hand, O Lord, glorious in 
power, 

thy right hand, O Lord, shatters 
the enemy. 


60 Song of Moses 

7 In the greatness of thy majesty thou 

overthrowest thy adversaries; 
thou sendest forth thy fury, it 
consumes them like stubble. 

8 At the blast of thy nostrils the 

waters piled up, 
the floods stood up in a heap; 
the deeps congealed in the heart of 
the sea. 

9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will 

overtake, 

I will divide the spoil, my desire 
shall have its fill of them. 

I will draw my sword, my hand 
shall destroy them.’ 

10 Thou didst blow with thy wind, 

the sea covered them; 
they sank as lead in the mighty 
waters. 

“Who is like thee, O Lord, among 
the gods? 

Who is like thee, majestic in 
holiness, 

terrible in glorious deeds, doing 
wonders? 

*2 Thou didst stretch out thy right hand, 
the earth swallowed them. 

13 “Thou hast led in thy steadfast love 

the people whom thou hast 
redeemed, 

thou hast guided them by thy 
strength to thy holy abode. 

14 The peoples have heard, they trem¬ 

ble; 

pangs have seized on the inhabit¬ 
ants of Philistia. 

,15 Now are the chiefs of Edom dis¬ 
mayed ; 

the leaders of Moab, trembling 
seizes them; 

all the inhabitants of Canaan have 
melted away. 

16 Terror and dread fall upon them; 

because of the greatness of thy 
arm, they are as still as a stone, 
till thy people, O Lord, pass by, 
till the people pass by whom thou 
hast purchased. 

17 Thou wilt bring them in, and plant 

them on thy own mountain, 
the place, O Lord, which thou 
hast made for thy abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, which thy 
hands have established. 

18 The Lord will reign for ever and 

pwr ** 


f Heb shock off 1 Gk Syr: Hcb to all the host * Or its chariot 
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19 For when the horses of Pharaoh 
with his chariots and his horsemen 
went into the sea, the Lord brought 
back the waters of the sea upon them; 
but the people of Israel walked on dry 
ground in the midst of the sea. 20 Then 
Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of 
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and 
all the women went out after her with 
timbrels and dancing. 2 >And Miriam 
sang to them: 

“Sing to the Lord, for he has tri¬ 
umphed gloriously; 

the horse and his rider he has thrown 
into the sea.” 

22 Then Moses led Israel onward 
from the Red Sea, and they went into 
the wilderness of Shur; they went three 
days in the wilderness and found no 
water. 23 When they came to Marah, 
they could not drink the water of Marah 
because it was bitter; therefore it was 
named Marah." 24 And the people mur¬ 
mured against Moses, saying, “What 
shall we drink?” 25 And he cried to the 
Lord ; and the Lord showed him a tree, 
and he threw it into the water, and the 
water became sweet. 

There the Lord 1 ' made for them a 
statute and an ordinance and there he 
proved them, 2(1 saying, “If you wil) 
diligently hearken to the voice of the 
Lord your God, and do that which is 
right in his eyes, and give heed to his 
commandments and keep all his statutes, 
I will put none of the diseases upon you 
which I put upon the Egyptians; for I 
am the Lord, your healer.” 

27 Then they came to Elim, where 
there were twelve springs of water and 
seventy palm trees; and they encamped 
there by the water. 

i/T They set out from Elim, and 
1“ all the congregation of the people 
of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, 
which is between Elim and Sinai, on 
the fifteenth day of the second month 
after they had departed from the land 
of Egypt. 2 And the whole congregation 
of the people of Israel murmured 
against Moses and Aaron in the wilder¬ 
ness, 3 and said to them, “Would that 
we had died by the hand of the Lord in 
the land of Egypt, when we sat by the 
fleshpots and ate bread to the full; for 
you have brought us out into this wil- 

" That is Bitterness r Hcb he 

u ' Or "It is manna.” Hcb man hu 
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demess to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
“Behold, l will rain bread from heaven 
for you; and the people shall go out and 
gather a day’s portion every day, that I 
may prove them, whether they will walk 
in my law or not. 5 On the sixth day, 
when they prepare what they bring in, 
it will be twice as much as they gather 
daily.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all 
the people of Israel, “At evening you 
shall know that it was the Lord who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
7 and in the morning you shall see the 
glory of the Lord, because he has heard 
your murmurings against the Lord. For 
what are we, that you murmur against 
us?” 8 And Moses said, “When the 
Lord gives you in the evening flesh to 
eat and in the morning bread to the full, 
because the Lord has heard your mur¬ 
murings which you murmur against 
him—what are we? Your murmurings 
are not against us but against the 
Lord.” 

9 And Moses said to Aaron, “Say to 
the whole congregation of the people of 
Israel, ‘Come near before the Lord, for 
he has heard your murmurings.* ” 
1 °And as Aaron spoke to the whole con¬ 
gregation of the people of Israel, they 
looked toward the wilderness, and be¬ 
hold, the glory of the Lord appeared in 
the cloud. 11 And the Lord said to 
Moses, 12 “I have heard the murmur¬ 
ings of the people of Israel; say to them, 
‘At twilight you shall eat flesh, and in 
the morning you shall be filled with 
bread; then you shall know’ that I am 
the Lord your God.’ ” 

13 In the evening quails came up and 
covered the camp; and in the morning 
dew lay round about the camp. )4 And 
when the dew had gone up, there was on 
the face of the wilderness a fine, flake¬ 
like thing, fine as hoarfrost on the 
ground. 15 When the people of Israel 
saw it, they said to one another, “What 
is it?”"’ For they did not know what it 
was. And Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread which the Lord has given you to 
eat. 16 This is what the Lord has com¬ 
manded: ‘Gather of it, every man of 
you, as much as he can eat ; you shall 
take an omer apiece, according to the 
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number of the persons whom each of 
you has in his tent.’ ” 17 And the people 
of Israel did so; they gathered, some 
more, some less. 18 But when they 
measured it with an omer, he that 
gathered much had nothing over, and 
he that gathered little had no lack; each 
gathered according to what he could 
eat. iy And Moses said to them, “Let no 
man leave any of it till the morning.” 
20 But they did not listen to Moses; 
some left part of it till the morning, and 
it bred worms and became foul; and 
Moses was angry with them. 21 Morning 
by morning they gathered it, each as 
much as he could eat; but when the sun 
grew hot, it melted. 

22 On the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread, two omers apiece; 
and when all the leaders of the congre¬ 
gation came and told Moses, 23 he said 
to them, “This is what the Lord has 
commanded: ‘Tomorrow is a day of 
solemn rest, a holy sabbath to the Lord ; 
bake what you will bake and boil what 
you will boil, and all that is left over lay 
by to be kept till the morning.’ ” 24 So 
they laid it by till the morning, as Moses 
bade them; and it did not become foul, 
and there were no worms in it. 25 Moses 
said, “Eat it today, for today is a sab¬ 
bath to the Lord; today you will not 
find it in the field. 26 Six days you shall 
gather it; but on the seventh day, which 
is a sabbath, there will be none.” 27 On 
the seventh day some of the people 
went out to gather, and they found 
none. 28 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“How long do you refuse to keep my 
commandments and my laws? 29 See! 
The Lord has given you the sabbath, 
therefore on the sixth day he gives you 
bread for two days; remain every man 
of you in his place, let no man go out of 
his place on the seventh day.” 30 So the 
people rested on the seventh day. 

31 Now the house of Israel called its 
name manna; it was like coriander seed, 
white, and the taste of it was like wafers 
made with honey. 32 And Moses said, 
“This is what the Lord has com¬ 
manded: ‘Let an omer of it be kept 
throughout your generations, that they 
may see the bread with which I fed you 
in the wilderness, when I brought you 
out of the land of Egypt.’ ” 33 And 
Moses said to Aaron, “Take a jar, and 

x That is Proof y That is Contention 
16.18: 2 Cor 8.15. 17.3: 14.12; 16.3. 


put an omer of manr.a in it, and place it 
before the Lord, to be kept throughout 
your generations.” 34 As the Lord com¬ 
manded Moses, so Aaron placed it be¬ 
fore the testimony, to be kept. 35 And the 
people of Israel ate the manna forty 
years, till they came to a habitable land; 
they ate the manna, till they came to the 
border of the land of Canaan. 36 (An 
omer is the tenth part of an ephah.) 

17 All the congregation of the 
A • people of Israel moved on from 
the wilderness of Sin by stages, ac¬ 
cording to the commandment of the 
Lord, and camped at Reph'idim; but 
there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2 Therefore the people found 
fault with Moses, and said, “Give us 
water to drink.” And Moses said to 
them, “Why do you find fault with me? 
Why do you put the Lord to the proof?” 
3 But the people thirsted there for 
water, and the people murmured against 
Moses, and said, “Why did you bring us 
up out of Egypt, to kill us and our chil¬ 
dren and our cattle with thirst?” 4 So 
Moses cried to the Lord, “What shall I 
do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me.” 5And the Lord said 
to Moses, “Pass on before the people, 
taking with you some of the elders of 
Israel; and take in your hand the rod 
with which you struck the Nile, and go. 
6 Behold, I will stand before you there 
on the rock at Horeb; and you shall 
strike the rock, and water shall come 
out of it, that the people may drink.” 
And Moses did so, in the sight of the 
elders of Israel. 7 And he called the 
name of the place Massah* and Mer- 
ibah,^ because of the faultfinding of the 
children of Israel, and because they put 
the Lord to the proof by saying, “Is the 
Lord among us or not?” 

8 Then came Am'alek and fought 
with Israel at Reph'idim. 9 And Moses 
said to Joshua, “Choose for us men, 
and go out, fight with Am'alek; to¬ 
morrow I will stand on the top of the 
hill with the rod of God in my hand.” 
10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and 
fought with Am'alek; and Moses, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of 
the hill. 11 Whenever Moses held up his 
hand, Israel prevailed; and whenever he 
lowered his hand, Am'alek prevailed. 
12 But Moses’ hands grew weary; so 
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they took a stone and put it under him., 
and he sat upon it, and Aaron and Hur 
held up his hands, one on one side, and 
the other on the other side; so his hands 
were steady until the going down of the 
sun. 13 And Joshua mowed down Am'- 
alek and his people with the edge of the 
sword. 

14 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Write this as a memorial in a book and 
recite it in the ears of Joshua, that I will 
utterly blot out the remembrance of 
Am'alek from under heaven.” 15 And 
Moses built an altar and called the 
name of it, The Lord is my banner, 

16 saying, “A hand upon the banner of 
the Lord! 2 The Lord will have war 
with Am'alek from generation to 
generation.” 

ID Jethro, the priest of Mid'ian, 
JLO Moses’ father-in-law, heard of all 
that God had done for Moses and for 
Israel his people, how the Lord had 
brought Israel out of Egypt. 2 Now 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, had taken 
Zippo'rah, Moses’ wife, after he had 
sent her away, 3 and her two sons, of 
whom the name of the one was Ger- 
shom (for he said, “I have been a so¬ 
journer® in a foreign land”), 4 and the 
name of the other, Elie'zer b (for he 
said, “The God of my father was my 
help, and delivered me from the sword 
of Pharaoh”). 5 And Jethro, Moses’ 
father-in-law, came with his sons and 
his wife to Moses in the wilderness 
where he was encamped at the mountain 
of God. 6 And when one told Moses, 
“Lo, c your father-in-law Jethro is com¬ 
ing to you with your wife and her two 
sons with her,” 7 Moses went out to 
meet his father-in-law, and did obei¬ 
sance and kissed him; and they asked 
each other of their welfare, and went 
into the tent. 8 Then Moses told his 
father-in-law all that the Lord had done 
to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for 
Israel’s sake, all the hardship that had 
come upon them in the way, and how 
the Lord had delivered them. 9 And 
Jethro rejoiced for all the good which 
the Lord had done to Israel, in that he 
had delivered them out of the hand of 
the Egyptians. 

10 And Jethro said, “Blessed be the 
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Lord, who has delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians and out of the 
hand of Pharaoh. 11 Now I know that 
the Lord is greater than all gods, be¬ 
cause he delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians, 4 * when 
they dealt arrogantly with them.” 12 And 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, offered f 
a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; 
and Aaron came with all the elders of 
Israel to eat bread with Moses’ father- 
in-law before God. 

13 On the morrow Moses sat to judge 
the people, and the people stood about 
Moses from morning till evening. 
14 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all 
that he was doing for the people, he 
said, “What is this that you are doing 
for the people? Why do you sit alone, 
and all the people stand about you from 
morning till evening?” i5 And Moses 
said to his father-in-law, “Because the 
people come to me to inquire of God ; 

16 when they have a dispute, they come 
to me and I decide between a man and 
his neighbour, and I make them know 
the statutes of God and his decisions.’’ 

17 Moses’ father-in-law said to him, 
“What you are doing is not good. 

18 You and the people with you will 
wear yourselves out, for the thing is too 
heavy' for you; you are not able to 
perform it alone. 19 Listen now to my 
voice; I will give you counsel, and God 
be with you! You shall represent the 
people before God, and bring their 
cases to God; 20 and you shall teach 
them the statutes and the decisions, and 
make them know the way in which they 
must walk and what they must do. 
21 Moreover choose able men from all 
the people, such as fear God, men who 
are trustworthy and who hate a bribe; 
and place such men over the people as 
rulers of thousands, of hundreds, of 
fifties, and of tens. 22 And let them judge 
the people at all times; every great 
matter they shall bring to you, but any 
small matter they shall decide them¬ 
selves; so it will be easier for you, and 
they will bear the burden with you. 23 If 
you do this, and God so commands you, 
then you will be able to endure, and all 
this people also will go to their place in 
peace.” 
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24 So Moses gave heed to the voice of heed that you do not go up into the 
his father-in-law and did all that he had mountain or touch the border of it; 
slid. 25 Moses chose able men out of all whoever touches the mountain shall be 
Israel, and made them heads over the put to death; 13 no hand shall touch 
people, rulers of thousands, of hun- him, but he shall be stoned or shot; 
dreds, of fifties, and of tens. 26 And they whether beast or man, he shall not 
judged the people at all times; hard live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long 
cases they brought to Moses, but any blast, they shall come up to the moun- 
small matter they decided themselves, tain.” 14 So Moses went down from the 
27 Then Moses let his father-in-law mountain to the people, and consecrated 
depart, and he went his way to his own the people; and they washed their 
country. garments. 15 And he said to the people, 

IQ On the third new moon after “Be ready by the third day; do not go 
xy the people of Israel had gone near a woman.” 

forth out of the land of Egypt, on that 16 On the morning of the third day 
day they came into the wilderness of there were thunders and lightnings, and 
Sinai. 2 And when they set out from a thick cloud upon the mountain, and a 
Reph'idim and came into the wilderness very loud trumpet blast, so that all the 
of Sinai, they encamped in the wilder- people who were in the camp trembled, 
ness; and there Israel encamped before 17 Then Moses brought the people out 
the mountain. 3 And Moses went up to of the camp to meet God; and they took 
God, and the Lord called to him out of their stand at the foot of the mountain, 
the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall 18 And Mount Sinai was wrapped in 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the smoke, because the Lord descended 
people of Israel : 4 You have seen what I upon it in fire; and the smoke of it went 
did to the Egyptians, and how I bore up like the smoke of a kiln, and the 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to whole mountain quaked greatly. 19 And 
myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will as the sound of the trumpet grew louder 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, and louder, Moses spoke, and God 
you shall be my own possession among answered him in thunder. 20 And the 
all peoples; for all the earth is mine. Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, to 
6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of the top of the mountain; and the Lord 
priests and a holy nation. These are the called Moses to the top of the mountain, 
words which you shall speak to the and Moses went up. 21 And the Lord 
children of Israel.” said to Moses, “Go down and warn the 

7 So Moses came and called the people, lest they break through to the 
elders of the people, and set before them Lord to gaze and many of them perish, 
all these words which the Lord had 22 And also let the priests who come near 
commanded him. 8 And all the people to the Lord consecrate themselves, lest 
answered together and said, “All that the Lord break out upon them.” 23 And 
the Lord has spoken we will do.” And Moses said to the Lord, “The people 
Moses reported the words of the people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for 
to the Lord. 9 And the Lord said to thou thyself didst charge us, saying, 
Moses, “Lo, I am coming to you in a ‘Set bounds about the mountain, and 
thick cloud, that the people may hear consecrate it.* ” 24 And the Lord said to 
when I speak with you, and may also him, “Go down, and come up bringing 
believe you for ever.” Aaron with you; but do not let the 

Then Moses told the words of the priests and the people break through 
people to the Lord. 10 And the Lord to come up to the Lord, lest he break 
said to Moses, “Go to the people and out against them.” 25 So Moses 
consecrate them today and tomorrow, went down to the people and told 
and let them wash their garments, them. 

11 and be ready by the third day; for on OA And God spoke all these words, 
the third day the Lord will come down saying, 

upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the 2 “I am the Lord your God, who 
people. 12 And you shall set bounds for brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
the people round about, saying, ‘Take out of the house of bondage. 

Deut 7.6; 14.2, 21; 26.19; Tit 2.14; 1 Pet 2.9; Rev 1.6; 5.10. 19.12-19: Heb 12.18-20. 

20.2-17: Deut 5.6-21. 
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3 “You shall have no other gods be- us, and we will hear; but let not God 

for e/ me. speak to us, lest we die.” 20 And Moses 

4 “You shall not make for yourself a said to the people, “Do not fear; for 
graven image, or any likeness of any- God has come to prove you, and that the 
thing that is in heaven above, or that fear of him may be before your eyes, 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the that you may not sin.” 

water under the earth; 5 you shall not 21 And the people stood afar off, 
bow down to them or serve them; for I while Moses drew near to the thick 
the Lord your God am a jealous God, darkness where God was. 22 And the 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon Lord said to Moses, “Thus you shall 
the children to the third and the fourth say to the people of Israel: ‘You have 
generation of those who hate me, 6 but seen for yourselves that I have talked 
showing steadfast love to thousands of with you from heaven. 23 You shall not 
those who love me and keep my com- make gods of silver to be with me, nor 

mandments. shall you make for yourselves gods of 

7 “You shall not take the name of the gold. 24 An altar of earth you shall make 

Lord your God in vain; for the Lord for me and sacrifice on it your burnt 
will not hold him guiltless who takes his offerings and your peace offerings, your 
name in vain. sheep and your oxen; in every place 

8 “Remember the sabbath day, to where I cause my name to be remem- 
keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour, bered I will come to you and bless you. 
and do all your work; 10 but the seventh 25 And if you make me an altar of stone, 
day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not build it of hewn stones; 
in it you shall not do any work, you, or for if you wield your tool upon it you 
your son, or your daughter, your man- profane it. 26 And you shall not go up 
servant, or your maidservant, or your by steps to my altar, that your naked- 
cattle, or the sojourner who is within ness be not exposed on it.* 

your gates; 11 for in six days the Lord “Now these are the ordi- 

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all afcrX nances which you shall set before 
that is in them, and rested the seventh them. 2 When you buy a Hebrew slave, 
day; therefore the Lord blessed the he shall serve six years, and in the 

sabbath day and hallowed it. seventh he shall go out free, for noth- 

12 “Honour your father and your ing. 3 If he comes in single, he shall go 

mother, that your days may be long in out single; if he comes in married, then 
the land which the Lord your God his wife shall go out with him. 4 If his 
gives you. master gives him a wife and she bears 

13 “You shall not kill. him sons or daughters, the wife and her 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. children shall be her master’s and he 

15 “You shall not steal. shall go out alone. 5 But if the slave 

16 “You shall not bear false witness plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, 

against your neighbour. and my children; I will not go out 

17 “You shall not covet your neigh- free,’ 6 then his master shall bring him 
hour’s house; you shall not covet your to God, and he shall bring him to the 
neighbour’s wife, or his manservant, or door or the doorpost; and his master 
his maidservant, or his ox, or his ass, or shall bore his ear through with an awl; 
anything that is your neighbour’s.” and he shall serve him for life. 

18 Now when all the people per- 7 “When a man sells his daughter as 
ceived the thunderings and the light- a slave, she shall not go out as the male 
nings and the sound of the trumpet and slaves do. 8 If she does not please her 
the mountain smoking, the people were master, who has designated her? for 
afraid and trembled; and they stood afar himself, then he shall let her be re- 
off, 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to deemed; he shall have no right to sell 

J Or besides 9 Another reading is so that he has not designated her 
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EXODUS 21 

her to a foreign people, since he has 
dealt faithlessly with her. 0 If he desig¬ 
nates her for his son, he shall deal with 
her as with a daughter. 10 If he takes an¬ 
other wife to himself, he shall not 
diminish her food, her clothing, or her 
marital rights. 11 And if he does not do 
these three things for her, she shall go 
out for nothing, without payment of 
money. 

12 “Whoever strikes a man so that he 
dies shall be put to death. 13 But if he 
did not lie in wa»i for him. but God lei 
him fall into his hand, then I will ap¬ 
point for you a place to which he may 
flee. 14 Bui if a man willfully attacks 
another to kill him treacherously, you 
shall take him from my altar, that he 
may die. 

15 “Whoever strikes his father or his 
mother shall be put to death 

16 “Whoever steals a man, whether 
he sells him or is found in possession of 
him, shall be pul to death. 

17 “Whoever curses his father or his 
mother shall be put to death. 

18 “When men quarrel, and one 
strikes the other with a stone or with his 
fist and the man does not die but. keeps 
his bed, 10 then if the man rises again 
and walks abroad with his staff, he tha> 
struck him shall be clear; only he shall 
pay for the loss of his time, and shall 
have him thoroughly healed. 

20 “When a man strikes his slave, 
male or female, with a rod and the slave 
dies under his hand, he shall be pun¬ 
ished. 21 But if the slave survives a day 
or two, he is not to be punished; for the 
slave is his money. 

22 “When men strive together, and 
hurt a woman with child, so that there is 
a miscarriage, and yet no harm follows, 
the one who hurt her shall" be fined, 
according as the woman’s husband shall 
lay upon him, and he shall pay as the 
judges determine. 23 If any harm fol¬ 
lows, then you shall give life for life, 
24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot. 25 bum for bum, 
wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

26 “When a man strikes the eye of his 
slave, male or female, and destroys it, he 
shall let the slave go free for the eye’s 
sake, 27 If he knocks out the tooth of his 


66 Laws concerning violence 

slave, male or female, he shall let the 
slave go free for the tooth’s sake. 

28 “When an ox gores a man or a 
woman to death, the ox shah be stoned, 
and its flesh shall not be caicn; but the 
owner of tire ox shall be dear. 2Q But if 
the ox has been accustomed to gore in 
the past, and its owner has been warned 
but has not kept it in, and kills a man 
or a woman, the ox shall be stoned, and 
its owner also shall be puf to death. 
30 If a ransom is laid on him, then he 
shall give for the redemption of his life 
whatever is laid upon him. 31 If it gores 
a man's son or daughter, he shall be 
dealt with according to ib>s same rule. 
32 If the ox gores a slave, male or fe¬ 
male, the owner shall give to their 
master thirty shekels of silver, and the 
ox shall be stoned. 

33 “When a man leaves a pit open, 
or when a man digs a pit and does not 
cover ii, and an ox or an as: fells into it, 
34 the owner of the pit shall make it 
good; he shall give money f n its owner, 
and the dead beasi shall be his. 

35 “When one man’s o v ; hurts an¬ 
other’s, so that it dies, the’ they shall 
sell the live ox and divide v:*e price of 
it; and the dead beast also liev shall 
divide. 36 Or if it is known t hat the ox 
has been accustomed to gore h? the past, 
and its owner has not kepi l m. he shall 
pay ox for ox, and the dead beast shall 
be his. 

“If a man steals an ox or a 
sheep, and kills it or sells it, he 
shall pay five oxen for an ox, and four 
sheep for a sheep. f He shall make 
restitution; if he has nothin ’, then he 
shall be sold for his theft. 4 If the stolen 
beast is found alive in his possession, 
whether it is an ox or an ass or a sheep, 
he shall pay double. 

2 k “If a thief is found breaking in, 
and is struck so that he dies, there shall 
be no bloodguilt for him; 3 but if the 
sun has risen upon him, there shall be 
bloodguilt for him. 

5 “When a man causes a field or vine¬ 
yard to be grazed over, or lets his beast 
loose and it feeds in another man’s 
field, he shall make restitution from the 
best in his own field and in his own 
vineyard. 


J Heb he shall ^Ch 21.37 in Heb 
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Concerning restitution 67 EXODUS 23 

6 “When fire breaks out and catches 21 “You shall not wrong a stranger 

in thorns so that the stacked grain or the or oppress him, for you were strangers 
standing grain or the field is consumed, in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not 
he that kindled the fire shall make full afflict any widow or orphan. 23 If you 
restitution. do afflict them, and they cry out to me, 

7 “If a man delivers to his neighbour I will surely hear their cry; 24 and my 

money or goods to keep, and it is stolen wrath will burn, and I will kill you with 
out of the man’s house, then, if the the sword, and your wives shall become 
thief is found, he shall pay double. 8 If widows and your children fatherless, 
the thief is not found, the owner of the 25 “If you lend money to any of my 
house shall come near to God, to show people with you who is poor, you shall 
whether or not he has put his hand to not be to him as a creditor, and you shall 
his neighbour’s goods. not exact interest from him. 26 If ever 

9 “For every breach of trust, whether you take your neighbour’s garment in 

it is for ox, for ass, for sheep, for cloth- pledge, you shall restore it to him before 
ing, or for any kind of lost thing, of the sun goes down; 27 for that is his 
which one says, ‘This is it,* the case of only covering, it is his mantle for his. 
both parties shall come before God; he body; in what else shall he sleep? And 
whom God shall condemn shall pay if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am 
double to his neighbour. compassionate. 

10 “If a man delivers to his neighbour 28 “You shall not revile God, nor 
an ass or an ox or a sheep or any beast to curse a ruler of your people. 

keep, and it dies or is hurt or is driven 29 “You shall not delay to offer from 
away, without any one seeing it, 11 an the fullness of your harvest and from the 
oath by the Lord shall be between them outflow of your presses, 
both to see whether he has not put his “The first-born of your sons you shall 
hand to his neighbour’s property; and give to me. 30 You shall do likewise with 
the owner shall accept the oath, and he your oxen and with your sheep: seven 
shall not make restitution. 12 But if it is days it shall be with its dam; on the 
stolen from him, he shall make restitu- eighth day you shall give it to me. 
tion to its owner. 13 If it is tom by 31 “You shall be men consecrated to 
beasts, let him bring it as evidence; he me; therefore you shall not eat any 
shall not make restitution for what has flesh that is torn by beasts in the field; 
been torn. you shall cast it to the dogs. 

14 “If a man borrows anything of his “You shall not utter a false 

neighbour, and it is hurt or dies, the report. You shall not join hands 

owner not being with it, he shall make with a wicked man, to be a malicious 
full restitution. *5 If the owner was with witness. 2 You shall not follow a multi- 
it, he shall not make restitution; if it tude to do evil; nor shall you bear wit- 
was hired, it came for its hire.* ness in a suit, turning aside after a 

16 “If a man seduces a virgin who is multitude, so as to pervert justice; 3 nor 
not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall shall you be partial to a poor man in 
give the marriage present for her, and his suit. 

make her his wife. 17 If her father 4 “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his 
utterly refuses to give her to him, he ass going astray, you shall bring it back 
shall pay money equivalent to the to hum. 3 If you see the ass of one who 
marriage present for virgins. hates you lying under its burden, you 

18 “You shall not permit a sorceress shall refrain from leaving him with it, 

to live. you shall help him to lift it up. m 

19 “Whoever lies with a beast shall be 6 “You shall not pervert the justice 

put to death. due to your poor in his suit. 7 Keep fai 

20 “Whoever sacrifices to any god, from a false charge, and do not slay the 

save to the Loro only, shall be utterly innocent and righteous, for I will not 
destroyed. acquit the wicked. 8 And you shall take 

1 Or it is reckoned m (Heb coma into) its hire m Gk : Heb obscure 
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EXODUS 23 68 God’s covenant with Israel 

no bribe, for a bribe blinds the officials, his voice and do all that I say, then I 
and subverts the cause of those who are will be an enemy to your enemies and 
in the right. an adversary to your adversaries. 

9 “You shall not oppress a stranger; 23 “When my angel goes before you, 
you know the heart of a stranger, for you arid brings you in to the Amorites, and 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. the Hittites, and the Per'izzites, and the 

10 “For six years you shall sow your Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'- 
land and gather in its yield; 11 but the usites, and I blot them out, 24 you shall 
seventh year you shall let it rest and lie not bow down to their gods, nor serve 
fallow, that the poor of your people may them, nor do according to their works, 
eat; and what they leave the wild beasts but you shall utterly overthrow them 
may eat. You shall do likewise with your and break their pillars in pieces. 25 You 
vineyard, and with your olive orchard. shall serve the Lord your God, and I n 

12 “Six days you shall do your work, will bless your bread and your water; 
but on the seventh day you shall rest; and I will take sickness away from the 
that your ox and your ass may have midst of you. 26 None shall cast her 
rest, and the son of your bondmaid, and young or be barren in your land; I will 
the alien, may be refreshed. 13 Take fulfil the number of your days. 27 I will 
heed to all that I have said to you; and send my terror before you, and will 
make no mention of the names of other throw into confusion all the people 
gods, nor let such be heard out of your against whom you shall come, and I 
mouth. will make all your enemies turn their 

14 “Three times in the year you shall backs to you. 2 *And I will send hornets 
keep a feast to me. 15 You shall keep the before you, which shall drive out Hivite, 
feast of unleavened bread; as I com- Canaanite, and Hittite from before you. 
manded you, you shall eat unleavened 29 I w T ill not drive them out from before 
bread for seven days at the appointed you in one year, lest the land become 
time in the month of Abib, for in it you desolate and the wild beasts multiply 
came out of Egypt. None shall appear against you. 30 Little by little I will 
before me empty-handed. 16 You shall drive them out from before you, until 
keep the feast of harvest, of the first you are increased and possess the land, 
fruits of your labour, of what you sow in 31 And I will set your bounds from the 
the field. You shall keep the feast of in- Red Sea to the sea of the Philistines, and 
gathering at the end of the year, when from the wilderness to the Eu-phra'tes; 
you gather in from the field the fruit of for I will deliver the inhabitants of the 
your labour. 17 Three times in the year land into your hand, and you shall drive 
shall all your males appear before the them out before you. 32 You shall make 
Lord God. no covenant with them or with their 

18 “You shall not offer the blood of gods. 33 They shall not dwell in your 

my sacrifice with leavened bread, or let land, lest they make you sin against me; 
the fat of my feast remain until the for if you serve their gods, it will surely 
morning. be a snare to you.” 

19 “The first of the first fruits of your OA And he said to Moses, “Come 

ground you shall bring into the house ■ up to the Lord, you and Aaron, 
of the Lord your God. Nadab, and Abi'hu, and seventy of the 

“You shall not boil a kid in its elders of Israel, and worship afar off. 
mother’s milk. 2 Moses alone shall come near to the 

20 “Behold, I send an angel before Lord; but the others shall not come 
you, to guard you on the way and to near, and the people shall not come up 
bring you to the place which I have with him.” 

prepared. 21 Give heed to him and 3 Moses came and told the people all 
hearken to his voice, do not rebel the words of the Lord and all the 
against him, for he will not pardon your ordinances; and all the people answered 
transgression; for my name is in him. with one voice, and said, “All the words 

22 “But if you hearken attentively to which the Lord has spoken we will do.” 

"GkVg: Hcb he 
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Ark of the testimony 69 EXODUS 25 


4 And Moses wrote all the words of the 
Lord. And he rose early in the morning, 
and built an altar at the foot of the 
mountain, and twelve pillars, according 
to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he 
sent young men of the people of Israel, 
who offered burnt offerings and sacri¬ 
ficed peace offerings of oxen to the 
Lord. 6 And Moses took half of the 
blood and put it in basins, and half of 
the blood he threw against the altar. 
7 Then he took the book of the cove¬ 
nant, and read it in the hearing of the 
people; and they said, “All that the 
Lord has spoken we will do, and we 
will be obedient.” 8 And Moses took the 
blood and threw it upon the people, and 
said, “Behold the blood of the covenant 
which the Lord has made with you in 
accordance with all these words.” 

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, 
and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of 
Israel went up, 10 and they saw the God 
of Israel; and there was under his feet 
as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, 
like the very heaven for clearness. 11 And 
he did not lay his hand on the chief men 
of the people of Israel; they beheld 
God, and ate and drank. 

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come 
up to me on the mountain, and wait 
there; and I will give you the tables of 
stone, with the law and the command¬ 
ment, which I have written for their 
instruction.” 13 So Moses rose with his 
servant Joshua, and Moses went up into 
the mountain of God. 14 And he said to 
the elders, “Tarry here for us, until we 
come to you again; and, behold, Aaron 
and Hur are with you; whoever has a 
cause, let him go to them.” 

15 Then Moses went up on the 
mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16 The glory of the Lord 
settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it six days; and on the seventh 
day he called to Moses out of the midst 
of the cloud. 17 Now the appearance of 
the glory of the Lord was like a devour¬ 
ing fire on the top of the mountain in 
the sight of the people of Israel. 18 And 
Moses entered the cloud, and went up 
on the mountain. And Moses was on the 
mountain forty days and forty nights. 

The Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Speak to the people of Israel, 


that they take for me an offering; from 
every man whose heart makes him will¬ 
ing you shall receive the offering for me. 
3 And this is the offering which you shall 
receive from them: gold, silver, and 
bronze, 4 blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff and fine twined linen, goats’ hair, 
5 tanned rams’ skins, goatskins, acacia 
wood, 6 oil for the lamps, spices for the 
anointing oil and for the fragrant in¬ 
cense, 7 onyx stones, and stones for 
setting, for the ephod and for the breast- 
piece. 8 And let them make me a sanc¬ 
tuary, that I may dwell in their midst. 
^According to all that I show you con¬ 
cerning the pattern of the tabernacle, 
and of all its furniture, so you shall make 
it. 

10 “They shall make an ark of acacia 
wood; two cubits and a half shall be its 
length, a cubit and a half its breadth, 
and a cubit and a half its height. n And 
you shall overlay it with pure gold, 
within and without shall you overlay it, 
and you shall make upon it a moulding 
of gold round about. 12 And you shall cast 
four rings of gold for it and put them on 
its four feet, two rings on the one side 
of it, and two rings on the other side of 
it. 13 You shall make poles of acacia 
wood, and overlay them with gold. 
14 And you shall put the poles into the 
rings on the sides of the ark, to carry the 
ark by them. 15 The poles shall remain 
in the rings of the ark; they shall not be 
taken from it. 16 And you shall put into 
the ark the testimony which I snail give 
you. 17 Then you shall make a mercy 
seat 0 of pure gold; two cubits and a half 
shall be its length, and a cubit and a 
half its breadth. 18 And you shall make 
two cherubim of gold; of hammered 
work shall you make them, on the two 
ends of the mercy seat. Make one 
cherub on the one end, and one cherub 
on the other end; of one piece with the 
mercy seat shall you make the cherubim 
on its two ends. 20 The cherubim shall 
spread out their wings above, over¬ 
shadowing the mercy seat with their 
wings, their faces one to another; 
toward the mercy seat shall the faces of 
the cherubim be. 21 And you shall put 
the mercy seat on the top of the ark; and 
in the ark you shall put the testimony 
that I shall give you. 22 There I will 


24^8: ICl *26.28; Mk 14.24; Lk 22.20; 1 Cor 11.25; Hcb 9.20; 10.29. 24.12s 2 Cor 3.3. 25-3ti Ex 35-40. 
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EXODUS 25 70 Pattern of the tabernacle 


meet with you, and from above the 
mercy seat, from between the two 
cherubim that are upon the ark of the 
testimony, I will speak with you of all 
that I will give you in commandment for 
the people of Israel. 

23 “And you shall make a table of 
acacia wood; two cubits shall be its 
length, a cubit its breadth, and a cubit 
and a half its height. 24 You shall overlay 
it with pure gold, and make a moulding 
of gold around it. 25 And you shall make 
around it a frame a handbreadth wide, 
and a moulding of gold around tire 
frame. 26 And you shall make for it four 
rings of gold, and fasten the rings to the 
four comers at its four legs. 27 Close to 
the frame the rings shall lie, as holders 
for the poles to carry the table. 28 You 
shall make the poles of acacia wood, and 
overlay them with gold, and the table 
shall be carried with these. 20 And you 
shall make its plates and dishes for 
incense, and its flagons and bowls with 
which to pour libations; of pure gold 
you shall make them, 30 And you shall 
set the bread of the Presence on the 
table before me always. 

31 “And you shall make a lampstand 
of pure gold. The base and the shaft of 
the lampstand shall be made of ham¬ 
mered work; its cups, its capitals, and 
its flow r ers shall be of one piece with it; 

32 and there shall be six branches going 
out of its sides, three branches of the 
lampstand out of one side of it and three 
branches of the lampstand out of the 
other side of it; 33 three cups made like 
almonds, each with capital and flower, 
on one branch, and three cups made like 
almonds, each with capital and flower, 
on the other branch—so for the six 
branches going out of the lampstand; 

34 and on the lampstand itself four cups 
made like almonds, with their capitals 
and flowers, 35 and a capital of one piece 
with it under each pair of the six 
branches going out from the lampstand. 

36 Their capitals and their branches 
shall be of one piece with it, the whole of 
it one piece of hammered work of pure 
gold. 37 And you shall make the seven 
lamps for it; and the lamps shall be set 
up so as to give light upon the space in 
front of it. 38 Its snuffers and their trays 
shall be of pure gold. 39 Of a talent of 
pure gold shall it be made, with all these 

25.23-26: Ex 37.10-15. 25.30: Ex 39.36 ; 40.23; Lev 24. 
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utensils. 40 And see that you make them 
after the pattern for them, which is be¬ 
ing shown you on the mountain. 

OH “Moreover you shall make the 
tabernacle with ten curtains of 
fine twined linen and blue and purple 
and scarlet stuff; with cherubim skil¬ 
fully worked shall you make them. 
2 The length of each curtain shall be 
twenty-eight cubits, and the breadth of 
each curtain four cubits; all the curtains 
shall have one measure. 3 Five curtains 
shall be coupled to one another; and the 
other five curtains shall be coupled to 
one another. 4 And you shall make loops 
of blue on the edge of the outmost cur¬ 
tain in the first set; and likewise you 
shall make loops on the edge of the out¬ 
most curtain in the second set. 5 Fifty 
loops you shall make on the one curtain, 
and fifty loops you shall make on the 
edge of the curtain that is in the second 
set; the loops shall be opposite one 
another. 6 And you shall make fifty 
clasps of gold, and couple the curtains 
one to the other with the clasps, that the 
tabernacle may be one whole. 

7 “You shall also make curtains of 
goats’ hair for a tent over the taber¬ 
nacle; eleven curtains shall you make. 
8 The length of each curtain shall be 
thirty cubits, and the breadth of each 
curtain four cubits; the eleven curtains 
shall have the same measure. 9 And you 
shall couple five curtains by themselves, 
and six curtains by themselves, and the 
sixth curtain you shall double over at 
the front of the tent. 10 And you shall 
make fifty loops on the edge of the 
curtain that is outmost in one set, and 
fifty loops on the edge of the curtain 
which is outmost in the second set. 

11 “And you shall make fifty clasps 
of bronze, and put the clasps into the 
loops, and couple the tent together that 
it may be one whole. 12 And the part that 
remains of the curtains of the tent, the 
half curtain that remains, shall hang 
over the back of the tabernacle. 13 And 
the cubit on the one side, and the cubit 
on the other side, of what remains in the 
length of the curtains of the tent shall 
hang over the sides of the tabernacle, 
on this side and that side, to cover it. 
14 And you shall make for the tent a 
covering of tanned rams’ skins and 
goatskins. 

5-9. 25.31-40: Ex 37.17-24. 



The altar 71 EXODUS 27 

15 “And you shall make upright ark of the testimony in the most holy 
frames for the tabernacle of acacia place. 35 And you shall set the table out- 
wood. 16 Ten cubits shall be the length side the veil, and the lampstand on the 
of a frame, and a cubit and a half the south side of the tabernacle opposite the 
breadth of each frame. 17 There shall be table; and you shall put the table on the 
two tenons in each frame, for fitting to- north side. 

gether; so shall you do for all the frames 36 “And you shall make a screen for 
of the tabernacle. 18 You shall make the the door of the tent, of blue and purple 
frames for the tabernacle: twenty and scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, 
frames for the south side; 1Q and forty embroidered with needlework. 37 And 
bases of silver you shall make under the you shall make for the screen five pillars 
twenty frames, two bases under one of acacia, and overlay them with gold; 
frame for its two tenons, and two bases their hooks shall be of gold, and you 
under another frame for its two tenons; shall cast five bases of bronze for them. 

20 and for the second side of the taber- ‘You shall make the altar of 

nade, on the north side twenty frames, ^ / acacia wood, five cubits long and 

21 and their forty bases of silver, two five cubits broad; the altar shall be 

bases under one frame, and two bases square, and its height shall be three 
under another frame; 22 and for the rear cubits. 2 And you shall make horns for 
of the tabernacle westward you shall it on its four comers; its horns shall be 
make six frames. 23 And you shall make of one piece with it, and you shall over- 
two frames for corners of the tabernacle lay it with bronze. 3 You shall make pots 
in the rear; 24 they shall be separate for it to receive its ashes, and shovels 
beneath, but joined at the top, at the and basins and forks and firepans; all its 
first ring; thus shall it be with both of utensils you shall make of bronze. 4 You 
them; they shall form the two corners, shall also make for it a grating, a net- 
25 And there shall be eight frames, with work of bronze; and upon the net you 
their bases of silver, sixteen bases; two shall make four bronze rings at its four 
bases under one frame, and two bases corners. 5 And you shall set it under the 
under another frame. ledge of the altar so that the net shall ex- 

26 “And you shall make bars of tend halfway down the altar. 6 And you 
acacia wood, five for the frames of the shall make poles for the altar, poles of 
one side of the tabernacle, 21 and five acacia wood, and overlay them with 
bars for the frames of the other side of bronze; 7 and the poles shall be put 
the tabernacle, and five bars for the through the rings, so that the poles shall 
frames of the side of the tabernacle at be upon the two sides of the altar, when 
the rear westward. 28 The middle bar, it is carried. 8 You shall make it hollow, 
halfway up the frames, shall pass with boards; as it has been shown you 
through from end to end. 29 You shall on the mountain, so shall it be made, 
overlay the frames with gold, and shall 9 “You shall make the court of the' 
make their rings of gold for holders for tabernacle. On the south side the court 
the bars; and you shall overlay the bars shall have hangings of fine twined linen 
with gold. 30 And you shall erect the a hundred cubits long for one side; 
tabernacle according to the plan for it 10 their pillars shall be twenty and their 
which has been shown you on the bases twenty, of bronze, but the hooks 
mountain. of the pillars and their fillets shall be of 

31 “And you shall make a veil of blue silver. 11 And likewise for its length on 
and purple and scarlet stuff and fine the north side there shall be hangings a 
twined linen; in skilled work shall it be hundred cubits long, their pillars 
made, with cherubim; 32 and you shall twenty and their bases twenty, of 
hang it upon four pillars of acacia over- bronze, but the hooks of the pillars and 
laid with gold, with hooks of gold, upon their fillets shall be of silver. 12 And for 
four bases of silver. 33 And you shall the breadth of the court on the west side 
hang the veil from the clasps, and bring there shall be hangings for fifty cubits, 
the ark of the testimony in thither with- with ten pillars and ten bases. 13 The 
in the veil; and the veil shall separate for breadth of the court on the front to the 
you the holy place from the most holy, east shall be fifty cubits. 14 The hang- 
34 You shall put the mercy seat upon the ings for the one side of the gate shall be 
28.15-29: Ex 36.20-34. 28.31-37; Ex 36.35-38. 27.1-8: Ex 33.1-7. 27.8-18: Ex 38.9-20. 
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fifteen cubits, with three pillars and 
three bases. 15 On the other side the 
hangings shall be fifteen cubits, with 
three pillars and three bases. 16 For the 
gate of the court there shall be a screen 
twenty cubits long, of blue and purple 
and scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, 
embroidered with needlework; it shall 
have four pillars and with them four 
bases. I7 A11 the pillars around the court 
shall be filleted with silver; their hooks 
shall be of silver, and their bases of 
bronze. 18 The length of the court shall 
be a hundred cubits, the breadth fifty, 
and the height five cubits, with hangings 
of fine twined linen and bases of bronze. 
ly All the utensils of the tabernacle for 
every use, and all its pegs and all the 
pegs of the court, shall be of bronze. 

20 “And you shall command the 
people of Israel that they bring to you 
pure beaten olive oil for the light, that a 
lamp may be set up to bum continually. 
21 In the tent of meeting, outside the veil 
which is before the testimony, Aaron 
and his sons shall tend it from evening 
to morning before the Lord. It shall be 
a statute for ever to be observed 
throughout their generations by the 
people of Israel. 

“Then bring near to you Aaron 
XO your brother, and his sons with 
him, from among the people of Israel, 
to serve me as priests—Aaron and 
Aaron's sons, Nadab and Abi'hu, 
Elea'zar and Ith'amar. 2 And you shall 
make holy garments for Aaron your 
brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 And 
you shall speak to all who have ability, 
whom I have endowed with an able 
mind, that they make Aaron’s garments 
to consecrate him for my priesthood. 
4 These are the garments which they 
shall make: a breastpiece, an ephod, a 
robe, a coat of chequer work, a turban, 
and a girdle; they shall make holy 
garments for Aaron your brother and 
his sons to serve me as priests. 

5 “They shall receive gold, blue and 

E utpie and scarlet stuff, and fine twined 
nen. 6 And they shall make the ephod 
of gold, of blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff, and of fine twined linen, skilfully 
worked. 7 It shall have two shoulder- 
pieces attached to its two edges, that it 
may be joined together. 8 And the skil¬ 
fully woven band upon it, to gird it on, 
shall be of the same workmanship and 

27.20-21: Lev 24.1-4. 28.6-12: Ex 39.2-7. 28.15-28: 


materials, of gold, blue and purple and 
scarlet stuff, and fine twined linen. 9 And 
you shall take two onyx stones, and en¬ 
grave on them the names of the sons of 
Israel, 10 six of their names on the one 
stone, and the names of tine remaining 
six on the other stone, in the order of 
their birth. 11 As a jeweller engraves 
signets, so shall you engrave the two 
stones with the names of the sons of 
Israel; you shall enclose them in settings 
of gold filigree. 12 And you shall set the 
two stones upon the shoulder-pieces of 
the ephod, as stones of remembrance for 
the sons of Israel: and Aaron shall bear 
their names before the Lord upon his 
two shoulders for remembrance. 13 And 
you shall make settings of gold filigree, 
14 and two chains of pure gold, twisted 
like cords; and you shall attach the 
corded chains to the settings. 

15 “And you shall make a breast- 
piece of judgment, in skilled work; like 
the work of the ephod you shall make 
it; of gold, blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff, and fine twined linen shall you 
make it. 16 It shall be square and double, 
a span its length and a span its breadth. 
17 And you shall set in it four rows of 
stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and 
carbuncle shall be the first row; 18 and 
the second row an emerald, a sapphire, 
and a diamond; 19 and the third row a 
jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 
20 and the fourth row a beryl, an onyx, 
and a jasper; they shall be set in gold 
filigree. 21 There shall be twelve stones 
with their names according to the names 
of the sons of Israel; they shall be like 
signets, each engraved with its name, 
for the twelve tribes. 22 And you shall 
make for the breastpiece twisted chains 
like cords, of pure gold; 23 and you shall 
make for the breastpiece two rings of 
gold, and put the two rings on the two 
edges of the breastpiece. 24 And you 
shall put the two cords of gold in the 
two rings at the edges of the breast¬ 
piece; 23 the two ends of the two cords 
you shall attach to the two settings of 
filigree, and so attach it in front to the 
shoulder-pieces of the ephod. 26 And you 
shall make two rings of gold, and put 
them at the two ends of the breastpiece, 
on its inside edge next to the ephod. 
27 And you shall make two rings of gold, 
and attach them in front to the lower 
part of the two shoulder-pieces of the 

Ex 39.8-21. 
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ephod, at its joining above the skilfully your brother, and upon his sons with 
woven band of the ephod. 28 And they him, and shall anoint them and ordain 
shall bind the breastpiece by its rings to them and consecrate them, that they 
the rings of the ephod with a lace of may serve me as priests, 42 And you shall 
blue, that it may he upon the skilfully make for them linen breeches to cover 
woven band of the ephod, and that the their naked flesh; from the loins to the 
breastpiece shall not come loose from thighs they shall reach; 43 and they shall 
the ephod. 29 So Aaron shall bear the be upon Aaron, and upon his sons, 
names of the sons of Israel in the breast- when they go into the tent of meeting, 

E iece of judgment upon his heart , when or when they come near the altar to 
e goes into the holy place, to bring minister in the holy place; lest they 
them to continual remembrance before bring guilt upon themselves and die. 
the Lord. 30 And in the breastpiece of This shall be a perpetual statute for him. 
judgment you shall put the Urim and and for his descendants after him. 
the Thummim, and they shall be upon “Now this is what you shah 

Aaron’s heart, when he goes m before jLj/ do to them to consecrate them, 
the Lord; thus Aaron shall bear the that they may serve me as priests. Take 
judgment of the people of Israel upon one young bull and two rams without 
his heart before the Lord continu- blemish, 2 and unleavened bread, un¬ 
ally. leavened cakes mixed with oil, and un- 

31 “And you shall make the robe of leavened wafers spread with oil. You 
the ephod all of blue. 32 It shall have in shall make them of fine wheat flour, 
it an opening for the head, with a woven 3 And you shall put them in one basket 
binding around the opening, like the and bring them in the basket, and bring 
opening in a garment,? 7 that it may not the bull and the two rams. 4 You shall 
be torn. 33 On its skirts you shall make bring Aaron and his sons to the door of 
pomegranates of blue and purple and the tent of meeting, and wash them with 
scailet stuff, around its skirts, with bells water. 5 And you shall take the garments, 
of gold between them. 34 a golden bell and put: on Aaron the coat and the robe 
and a pomegranate, a golden bel) and a of the ephod, and the ephod, and the 
pomegranate, round about on Che skirts breastpiece, and gird him with the skil- 
of the robe. 35 And ir shall be upon fully woven band of the ephod; 6 and 
Aaron when he ministers, and its sound you shall set the turban on his head, and 
shall be heard when he goes into the put the holy crown upon the turban, 
holy place before the Lord, and when '"And you shall take the anointing oil, 
he comes out, lest he die. and pour it on his head and anoint him. 

36 “And you shall make a plate of 8 Then you shall bring his sons, and put 
pure gold, and engrave on iu like the coats on them, 9 and you shall gird them 
engraving of a signet, ‘Holy to the with girdles? and bind caps on them; 
Lord.’ 32 And you shall fasten it on the and the priesthood shall be theirs by a 
turban by a lace of blue; it shall be on perpetual statute. Thus you shall ordain 
the front of the turban. 38 It shall be Aaron and his sons, 
upon Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron shall 10 “Then you shall bring the bull be¬ 
take upon himself any guilt incurred in fore the tent of meeting. Aaron and his 
the holy offering which die people of sons shall lay their hands upon the head 
Israel hallow as rheir holy gifts; a shall of the bull, u and you shall kill the bull 
always be upon his forehead, that they before the Lord, at the door of the tent 
may be accepted before the Lord. of meeting, 12 and shall take part of the 
39 “And you shall weave the coat in blood of the bull and put it upon the 
chequer work of fine Aineu, and you shall horns of the altar with your finger, and 
make a turban of fine linen, and you the rest of' the blood you shall pour out 
shall make a girdle embroidexed with at the base of the altar. 13 And you shall 
needlework. take all the fat that covers the entrails, 

40 “And for Aaron’s sons you shall and the appendage of the liver, and the 
make coats and girdles and caps; you two kidneys with the fat that is on them, 
shall make them for glory and beauty, and bum them upon the altar. 14 But the 
41 And you shall put them upon Aaron flesh of the bull, and its skin, and its 

p The Hebrew word is of uncertain meaning q Gk: Heb girdles, Aaron and his sons r Heb all 
28.31-34; Ex 39.22-26. 28.36-37: Ex 39.30-31. 28.39-40, 42: Ex 39.27-29. 29.1-37: Lev 8.1-34. 
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dung, you shall bum with fire outside 
the camp; it is a sin offering. 

15 “Then you shall take one of the 
rams, and Aaron and his sons shall lay 
their hands upon the head of the ram, 
16 and you shall slaughter the ram, and 
shall take its blood and throw it against 
the altar round about. 17 Then you shall 
cut the ram into pieces, and wash its 
entrails and its legs, and put them with 
its pieces and its head, « and bum the 
whole ram upon the altar; it is a burnt 
offering to the Lord; it is a pleasing 
odour, an offering by fire to the Lord. 

19 “You shall take the other ram; and 
Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands 
upon the head of the ram, 70 and you 
shall kill the ram, and take part of its 
blood and put it upon the tip of the right 
ear of Aaron and upon the tips of the 
right ears of his sons, and upon the 
thumbs of their right hands, and upon 
the great toes of their right feet, and 
throw the rest of the blood against the 
altar round about. 21 Then you shall 
take part of the blood that is on the 
altar, and of the anointing oil, and 
sprinkle it upon Aaron and his gar¬ 
ments, and upon his sons and his sons* 
garments with him; and he and his gar¬ 
ments shall be holy, and his sons and his 
sons’ garments with him. 

22 “You shall also take the fat of the 
ram, and the fat tail, and the fat that 
covers the entrails, and the appendage 
of the liver, and the two kidneys with 
the fat that is on them, and the right 
thigh (for it is a ram of ordination), 
23 and one loaf of bread, and one cake of 
bread with oil, and one wafer, out of the 
basket of unleavened bread that is be¬ 
fore the Lord ; 24 and you shall put all 
these in the hands of Aaron and in the 
hands of his sons, and wave them for a 
wave offering before the Lord. 25 Then 
you shall take them from their hands, 
and bum them on the altar in addition 
to the burnt offering, as a pleasing odour 
before the Lord; it is an offering by fire 
to the Lord. 

26 “And you shall take the breast of 
the ram of Aaron’s ordination and wave 
it for a wave offering before the Lord; 
and it shall be your portion. 27 And you 
shall consecrate the breast of the wave 
offering, and the thigh of the priests’ 
portion, which is waved, and which is 
offered from the ram of ordination, 

29.18: Eph 5 2\ Phil 4.18. 29.38-42: Num 28.3-8. 


since it is for Aaron and for his sons. 
28 It shall be for Aaron and his sons as a 
perpetual due from the people of Israel, 
for it is the priests’ portion to be offered 
by the people of Israel from their peace 
offerings; it is their offering to the 
Lord. 

29 “The holy garments of Aaron shall 
be for his sons after him, to be anointed 
in them and ordained in them. 30 The 
son who is priest in his place shall wear 
them seven days, when he comes into 
the tent of meeting to minister in the 
holy place. 

31 “You shall take the ram of ordina¬ 
tion, and boil its flesh in a holy place; 
32 and Aaron and his sons shall eat the 
flesh of the ram and the bread that is in 
the basket, at the door of the tent of 
meeting. 33 They shall eat those things 
with which atonement was made, to 
ordain and consecrate them, but an out¬ 
sider shall not eat of them, because they 
are holy. 34 And if any of the flesh for the 
ordination, or of the bread, remain until 
the morning, then you shall bum the re¬ 
mainder with fire; it shall not be eaten, 
because it is holy. 

35 “Thus you shall do to Aaron and 
to his sons, according to all that I have 
commanded you; through seven days 
shall you ordain them, 36 and every day 
you shall offer a bull as a sin offering for 
atonement. Also you shall offer a sin 
offering for the altar, when you make 
atonement for it, and shall anoint it, to 
consecrate it. 37 Seven days you shall 
make atonement for the altar, and con¬ 
secrate it, and the altar shall be most 
holy; whatever touches the altar shall 
become holy. 

38 “Now this is what you shall offer 
upon the altar: two lambs a year old day 
by day continually. 39 One Iamb you 
shall offer in the morning, and the other 
lamb you shall offer in the evening; 
40 and with the first lamb a tenth meas¬ 
ure of fine flour mingled with a fourth 
of a hin of beaten oil, and a fourth of a 
hin of wine for a libation. 41 And the 
other lamb you shall offer in the eve¬ 
ning, and shall offer with it a cereal 
offering and its libation, as in the morn¬ 
ing, for a pleasing odour, an offering 
by fire to the Lord. 42 It shall be a con¬ 
tinual burnt offering throughout your 
generations at the door of the tent of 
meeting before the Lord, where I will 
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meet with you, to speak there to you. twenty gerahs), half a shekel as an of- 
43 There I will meet with the people of fering to the Lord. 14 Every one who is 
Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my numbered in the census, from twenty 
glory; 44 I will consecrate the tent of years old and upward, shall give the 
meeting and the altar; Aaron also and Lord’s offering. 15 The rich shall not 
his sons I will consecrate, to serve me give more, and the poor shall not give 
as priests. 4 *And I will dwell among the less, than the half shekel, when you give 
people of Israel, and will be their God. the Lord’s offering to make atonement 
46 And they shall know that I am the for yourselves. 16 Ajnd you shall take the 
Lord their God, who brought them atonement money from the people of 
forth out of the land of Egypt that 1 Israel, and shall appoint it for the 
might dwell among them; I am the service of the tent of meeting; that it 
Lord their God. may bring the people of Israel to re- 

O “You shall make an altar to membrance before the Lord, so as to 
burn incense upon; of acacia make atonement for yourselves.” 
wood shall you make it. 2 A cubit shall 17 The Lord said to Moses, 18 “You 
be its length, and a cubit its breadth; it shall also make a laver of bronze, with 
shall be square, and two cubits shall be its base of bronze, for washing. And you 
its height; its horns shall be of one shall put it between the tent of meeting 
piece with it. 3 And you shall overlay it and the altar, and you shall put water 
with pure gold, its top and its sides in it, ly with which Aaron and his sons 
round about and its horns; and you shall shall wash their hands and their feet, 
make for it a moulding of gold round 20 When they go into the tent of meet- 
about. 4 And two golden rings shah you ing, or when they come near the altar to 
make for it; under its moulding on two minister, to bum an offering by fire to 
opposite sides of it shall you make them, the Lord, they shall wash with water, 
and they shall be holders for poles with lest they die. 21 They shall wash their 
which to carry it. 5 You shall make the hands and their feet, lest they die: it 
poles of acacia wood, and overlay them shall be a statute for ever to them, even 
with gold. 6 And you shall put it before to him and to his descendants through- 
the veil that is by the ark of the testi- out their generations.” 
mony, before the mercy seat that is over 22 Moreover, the Lord said to 
the testimony, where I will meet with Moses, 23 “Take the finest spices: of 
you. 7 And Aaron shall burn fragrant liquid myrrh five hundred shekels, and 
incense on it; every morning when he of sweet-smelling cinnamon half as 
dresses the lamps he shall burn it, 8 and much, that is, two hundred and fifty, 
when Aaron sets up the lamps in the and of aromatic cane two hundred and 
evening, he shall bum it, a perpetual in- fifty, 24 and of cassia five hundred, ac- 
cense before the Lord throughout your cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, 
generations. 9 You shall offer no unholy and of olive oil a bin; 25 and you shall 
incense thereon, nor burnt offering, nor make of these a sacred anointing oil 
cereal offering; and you shall pour no blended as by the perfumer; a holy 
libation thereon. l0 Aaron shall make anointing oil it shall be. 26 And you shall 
atonement upon its horns once a year; anoint with it the tent of meeting and 
with the blood of the sin offering of the ark of the testimony, 27 and the table 
atonement he shall make atonement for and all its utensils, and the lampstand 
it once in the year throughout your and its utensils, and the altar of incense, 
generations; it is most holy to the 28 and the altar of burnt offering with all 
Lord.” its utensils and the laver and its base; 

11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “When 29 you shall consecrate them, that they 
you take the census of the people of may be most holy; whatever touches 
Israel, then each shall give a ransom for them will become holy. 30 And you shall 
himself to the Lord when you number anoint Aaron and his sons, and con- 
them, that there be no plague among secrate them, that they may serve me as 
them when you number them. 13 Each priests. 31 And you shall say to the 
who is numbered in the census shall people of Israel, ‘This shall be my holy 
give this: half a shekel according to the anointing oil throughout your genera- 
shekel of the sanctuary (the shekel is tions. 32 It shall not be poured upon the 

80.1-5: Ex 37.25-28. 30.11-10: Ex 38.25-26. 30.18: Ex 38.8. 30.22-33: Ex 37.29. 
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bodies of ordinary men, and you shall generations, that you may know that I, 
make no other like it in composition; it the Lord, sanctify you. 14 You shall 


is holy, and it shall be holy to you. 

33 Whoever compounds any like it or 
whoever puts any of it on an outsider 
shall be cut off from his people/ ” 

34 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Take sweet spices, stacte, and onycha, 
and galbanum, sweet spices with pure 
frankincense (of each shall there be an 
equal part), 35 and make an incense 
blended as by the perfumer, seasoned 
with salt, pure and holy; 36 and you 
shall beat some of it very small, and put 
part of it before the testimony in the 
tent of meeting where I shall meet with 
you; it shall be for you most holy. 37 And 
the incense which you shall make ac¬ 
cording to its composition, you shall not 
make for yourselves; it shall be for you 
holy to the Lord. 38 Whoever makes any 
like it to use as perfume shall be cut off 
from his people.” 

The Lord said to Moses, 
3 A 2 “See, I have called by name 
Bez'alel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah: 3 and I have filled 
him with the Spirit of God, with ability 
and intelligence, with knowledge and all 
craftsmanship, 4 to devise artistic de¬ 
signs, to work in gold, silver, and 
bronze, 5 in cutting stones for setting, 
and in carving wood, for work in every 
craft. 6 And behold, I have appointed 
with him Oho'liab, the son of Ahis'- 
amach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have 
given to all able men ability, that they 
may make all that I have commanded 
you: 7 the tent of meeting, and the ark 
of the testimony, and the mercy seat 
that is thereon, and all the furnishings of 
the tent, 8 the table and its utensils, and 
the pure lampstand with all its utensils, 
and the altar of incense, 9 and the altar 
of burnt offering with all its utensils, 
and the laver and its base, 10 and the 
finely worked garments, the holy gar¬ 
ments for Aaron the priest and the gar¬ 
ments of his sons, for their service as 
priests, 11 and the anointing oil and the 
fragrant incense for the holy place. Ac¬ 
cording to all that I have commanded 
you they shall do.” 

12 And the Lord said to Moses, 
13 “Say to the people of Israel, ‘You 
shall keep my sabbaths, for this is a sign 
between me and you throughout your 

81.1-81 Ex 35.30-36.1. 31.12-17* Ex 20.8; 23.12; 35.2] 
32.8s 1 Cor 10.7. 


keep the sabbath, because it is holy for 
you; every one who profanes it shall be 
put to death; whoever does any work 
on it, that soul shall be cut off from 
among his people. 15 Six days shall work 
be done, but the seventh day is a sab¬ 
bath of solemn rest, holy to the Lord; 
whoever does any work on the sabbath 
day shall be put to death. 16 Therefore 
the people of Israel shall keep the sab¬ 
bath, observing the sabbath throughout 
their generations, as a perpetual cove¬ 
nant. 37 It is a sign for ever between me 
and the people of Israel that in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, and 
on the seventh day he rested, and was 
refreshed.’ ” 

18 And he gave to Moses, when he 
had made an end of speaking with him 
upon Mount Sinai, the two tables of the 
testimony, tables of stone, written with 
the finger of God. 

T'l When the people saw that 
Moses delayed to come down 
from the mountain, the people gathered 
themselves together to Aaron, and said 
to him, “Up, make us gods, who shall 
go before us; as for this Moses, the man 
who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has be¬ 
come of him.” 2 And Aaron said to them, 
“Take off the rings of gold which are in 
the ears of your wives, your sons, and 
your daughters, and bring them to me.” 
3 So all the people took off the rings of 
gold which were in their ears, and 
brought them to Aaron. 4 And he re¬ 
ceived the gold at their hand, and 
fashioned it with a graving tool, and 
made a molten calf; and they said, 
“These are your gods, O Israel, who 
brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” 3 When Aaron saw this, he 
built an altar before it; and Aaron made 
proclamation and said, “Tomorrow 
shall be a feast to the Lord.” 6 And they 
rose up early on the morrow, and of¬ 
fered burnt offerings and brought peace 
offerings; and the people sat down to 
eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

7 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go 
down; for your people, whom you 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, 
have corrupted themselves; 8 they have 
turned aside quickly out of the way 

Deut 5.12-15. 82.1-6* Act* 7.40-41.- 
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which I commanded them; they have 
made for themselves a molten calf, and 
have worshipped it and sacrificed to it, 
and said, ‘These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!’ ” y And the Lord said 
to Moses, “I have seen this people, and 
behold, it is a stiff-necked people; 
w now therefore let me alone, that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I 
may consume them; but of you I will 
make a great nation.” 

11 But Moses besought the Lord his 
God, and said, “O Lord, why does thy 
wrath burn hot against thy people, 
whom thou hast brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt with great power and 
with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the 
Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he 
bring them forth, to slay them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from 
the face of the earth'? Turn from thy 
fierce wrath, and repent of this evil 
against thy people. 13 Remember Abra¬ 
ham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to 
whom thou didst swear by thine own 
self, and didst say to them, ‘I will 
multiply your descendants as the stars 
of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descend¬ 
ants, and they shall inherit it for ever.’ ” 
• 4 And the Lord repented of the evil 
which he thought to do to his people. 

15 And Moses turned, and went 
down from the mountain with the two 
tables of the testimony in his hands, 
tables that were written on both sides; 
on the one side and on the other were 
they written. l6 And the tables were the 
work of God, and the writing was the 
writing of God, graven upon the tables. 
17 When Joshua heard the noise of the 
people as they shouted, he said to 
Moses, “There is a noise of war in the 
camp.” 18 But he said, “It is not the 
sound of shouting for victory, or the 
sound of the cry of defeat, but the 
sound of singing that I hear.” iy And as 
soon as he came near the camp and saw 
the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger 
burned hot, and he threw the tables out 
of his hands and broke them at the foot 
of the mountain. 20 And he took the calf 
which they had made, and burnt it with 
fire, and ground it to powder, and scat¬ 
tered it upon the water, and made the 
people of Israel drink it. 

* Gk Vg See Tg: Heb ordain vourselves 
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21 And Moses said to Aaron, “What 
did this people do to you that you have 
brought a great sin upon them?” 22 And 
Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my 
lord burn hot; you know the people, 
that they are set on evil. 23 For they said 
to me, ‘Make us gods, who shall go be¬ 
fore us; as for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we do not know what has become of 
him.’ 24 And 1 said to them. ‘Let any 
who have gold take it off’; so they gave 
it to me, and 1 threw it into the fire, and 
there came out this calf.” 

25 And when Moses saw that the 
people had broken loose (for Aaron had 
let them break loose, to their shame 
among their enemies). 2( ' then Moses 
stood in the gate of the camp, and said, 
“Who is on the Lord’s side? Come to 
me.” And all the sons of Levi gathered 
themselves together to him. 27 And be 
said to them, “Thus says the Lord God 
of Israel, ‘Put every man his sword on 
his side, and go to and fro from gate to 
gate throughout the camp, and slay 
every man his brother, and every man 
his companion, and every man his 
neighbour.’ ” 2* And the sons of Levi did 
according to the word of Moses; and 
there fell of the people that day about 
three thousand men. 2y And Moses said, 
“Today you have ordained yourselves* 
for the service of the Lord, each one at 
the cost of his son and of his brother, 
that he may bestow a blessing upon you 
this day.” 

30 On the morrow Moses said to the 
people, “You have sinned a great sin. 
And now I will go up to the Lord ; per¬ 
haps I can make atonement for your 
** i " ” 3i So Moses returned to the Lord 
and said, “Alas, this people have sinned 
a great sin; they have made for them¬ 
selves gods of gold. 32 But now, if thou 
wilt forgive their sin—and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thv book which 
thou hast written.” 33 But the Lord said 
to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against 
me, him will I blot out of my book. 
34 But now go, lead the people to the 
place of which I have spoken to you; 
behold, my angel shall go before 
you. Nevertheless, in the day when 
I visit, I will visit their sin upon 
them.” 

35 And the Lord sent a plague upon 

). 32.32-33: Rev 3.5. 
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the people, because they made the calf 
which Aaron made. 

The Lord said to Moses, “De- 

3 part, go up hence, you and the 
people whom you have brought up out 
of the land of Egypt, to the land of 
which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, saying, ‘To your descendants 1 
will give it.* 2 And I will send an angel 
before you, and I will drive out the 
Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, 
the Per'izzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jeb'usites. 3 Go up to a land flowing 
with milk and honey; but I will not go 
up among you, lest I consume you in the 
way, for you are a stiff-necked people.” 

4 When the people heard these evil 
tidings, they mourned; and no man put 
on his ornaments. 5 For the Lord had 
said to Moses, “Say to the people of 
Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; 
if for a single moment I should go up 
among you, I would consume you. So 
now put off your ornaments from you, 
that I may know what to do with you/ ” 

6 Therefore the people of Israel stripped 
themselves of their ornaments, from 
Mount Horeb onward. 

7 Now Moses used to take the tent 
and pitch it outside the camp, far off 
from the camp; and he called it the tent 
of meeting. And every one who sought 
the Lord would go out to the tent of 
meeting, which was outside the camp. 

8 Whenever Moses went out to the tent, 
all the people rose up, and every man 
stood at his tent door, and looked after 
Moses, until he had gone into the tent. 

9 When Moses entered the tent, the 
pillar of cloud would descend and stand 
at the door of the tent, and the Lord 
would speak with Moses. i0 And when 
all the people saw the pillar of cloud 
standing at the door of the tent, all the 
people would rise up and worship, every 
man at his tent door. 11 Thus the Lord 
used to speak to Moses face to face, as a 
man speaks to his friend. When Moses 
turned again into the camp, his servant 
Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, 
did not depart from the tent. 

12 Moses said to the Lord, “See, 
thou sayest to me, ‘Bring up this peo¬ 
ple’; but thou hast not let me know 
whom thou wilt send with me. Yet thou 
hast said, ‘I know you by name, and you 
have also found favour in my sight.’ 


The tent of meeting 
13 Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have 
found favour in thy sight, show me now 
thy ways, that I may know thee and find 
favour in thy sight. Consider too that 
this nation is thy people.” 14 And he said, 
“My presence will go with you, and I 
will give you rest.” 15 And he said to 
him, “If thy presence will not go with 
me, do not carry us up from here. 16 For 
how shall it be known that I have found 
favour in thy sight, 1 and thy people? Is 
it not in thy going with us, so that we are 
distinct, I and thy people, from all other 
people that are upon the face of the 
earth?” 

17 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“This very thing that you have spoken 
I will do; for you have found favour in 
my sight, and I know you by name.” 
18 Moses said, “I pray thee, show me 
thy glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make 
all my goodness pass before you, and 
will proclaim before you my name ‘The 
Lord’ ; and I will be gracious to whom I 
will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he 
said, “you cannot see my face; for man 
shall not see me and live.” 21 And the 
Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by 
me where you shall stand upon the rock; 
22 and while my glory passes by I will 
put you in a deft of the rock, and I will 
cover you with my hand until I have 
passed by; 23 then I will take away my 
hand, and you shall see my back; but 
my face shall not be seen.” 

*2 A The Lord said to Moses, “Cut 
JT two tables of stone like the first; 
and I will write upon the tables the 
words that were on the first tables, which 
you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, 
and come up in the morning to Mount 
Sinai, and present yourself there to me 
on the top of the mountain. 3 No man 
shall come up with you, and let no man 
be seen throughout all the mountain; let 
no flocks or herds feed before that moun¬ 
tain.” 4 So Moses cut two tables of 
stone like the first; and he rose early in 
the morning and went up on Mount 
Sinai, as the Lord had commanded 
him, and took in his hand two tables of 
stone. 5 And the Lord descended in the 
cloud and stood with him there, and 
proclaimed the name of the Lord. 9 The 
Lord passed before him, and pro¬ 
claimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God 



The covenant renewed 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans¬ 
gression and sin, but who will by no 
means clear the guilty, visiting the in¬ 
iquity of the fathers upon the children 
and the children’s children, to the third 
and the fourth generation.” 8 And 
Moses made haste to bow his head 
toward the earth, and worshipped. 9 And 
he said, “If now I have found favour in 
thy sight, O Lord, let the Lord, I pray 
thee, go in the midst of us, although it is 
a stiff-necked people; and pardon our 
iniquity and our sin, and take us for thy 
inheritance.” 

10 And he said, “Behold, I make a 
covenant. Before all your people I will 
do marvels, such as have not been 
wrought in all the earth or in any na¬ 
tion; and all the people among whom 
you are shall see the work of the Lord ; 
for it is a terrible thing that I will do 
with you. 

11 “Observe what I command you 
this day. Behold, 1 will drive out before 
you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Per'izzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jeb'usites. 12 Take heed to yourself, 
lest you make a covenant with the in¬ 
habitants of the land whither you go, 
lest it become a snare in the midst of 
you. 13 You shall tear down their altars, 
and break their pillars, and cut down 
their Ashe'rim 14 (for you shall worship 
no other god, for the Lord, whose name 
is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest you 
make a covenant with the inhabitants of 
the land, and when they play the harlot 
after their gods and sacrifice to their 
gods and one invites you, you eat of his 
sacrifice, 16 and you take of their daugh¬ 
ters for your sons, and their daughters 
play the harlot after their gods and make 
your sons play the harlot after their 
gods. 

17 “You shall make for yourself no 
molten gods. 

18 “The feast of unleavened bread 
you shall keep. Seven days you shall eat 
unleavened bread, as I commanded you, 
at the time appointed in the month 
Abib; for in the month Abib you came 
out from Egypt. 19 All that opens the 

x Gk Thcodouon Vg Tg: Heb uncertain 1 Hcb words 
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womb is mine, all your male r cattle, 
the firstlings of cow and sheep. 20 The 
firstling of an ass you shall redeem with 
a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you 
shall break its neck. All the first-born of 
your sons you shall redeem And none 
shall appear before me empty. 

21 “Six days you shall work, but on 
the seventh day you shall rest; in plough¬ 
ing time and in harvest you shall rest. 
22 And you shall observe the feast of 
weeks, the first fruits of wheat harvest, 
and the feast of ingathering at the year’s 
end. 23 Three times in the year shall all. 
your males appear before the Lord 
God, the God of Israel. 24 For I will cast 
out nations before you. and enlarge your 
borders; neither shall any man desire 
your land, when you go up to appear 
before the Lord your God three times 
in the year. 

25 “You shall not offer the blood of 
my sacrifice with leaven; neither shall 
the sacrifice of the feast of the passover 
be left until the morning. 26 The first of 
the first fruits of your ground you shall 
bring to the house of the Lord your 
God. You shall not boil a kid in its 
mother’s milk.” 

27 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Write these words; in accordance with 
these words I have made a covenant 
with you and with Israel.” 28 And he was 
there with the Lord forty days and forty 
nights; he neither ate bread nor drank 
water. And he wrote upon the tables the 
words of the covenant, the ten com¬ 
mandments. 1 

29 When Moses came down from 
Mount Sinai, with the two tables of the 
testimony in his hand as he came down 
from the mountain, Moses did not know 
that the skin of his face shone because 
he had been talking with God. 30 And 
when Aaron and all the people of Israel 
saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face 
shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him. 31 But Moses called to them; 
and Aaron and all the leaders of the con¬ 
gregation returned to him, and Moses 
talked with them. 32 And afterward all 
the people of Israel came near, and he 
gave them in commandment all that 
the Lord had spoken with him in 
Mount Sinai. 33 And when Moses had 

34.18: Ex 12.15-20. 34.19-20: Ex 13.2, 11-16. 
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finished speaking with them, he put a ministering in the holy place, the holy 
veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses garments for Aaron the priest, and the 
went in before the Lord to speak with garments of his sons, for their service as 
him, he took the veil off, until he came priests.’* 

out; and when he came out, and told the 20 Then all the congregation of the 
people of Israel what he was com- people of Israel departed from the 
manded, 35 the people of Israel saw the presence of Moses. 21 And they came, 
face of Moses, that the skin of Moses* every one whose heart stirred him, and 
face shone; and Moses would put the every one whose spirit moved him, and 
veil upon his face again, until he went brought the Lord’s offering to be used 
in to speak with him. for the tent of meeting, and for all its 

Moses assembled all the con- service, and for the holy garments. 22 So 
gregation of the people of Israel, they came, both men and women; all 
and said to them, “These are the things who were of a willing heart brought 
which the Lord has commanded you to brooches and earrings and signet rings 
do, 2 Six days shall work be done, but on and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, 
the seventh day you shall have a holy every man dedicating an offering of gold 
sabbath of solemn rest to the Lord; to the Lord. 23 And every man with 
whoever does any work on it shall be put whom was found blue or purple or 
to death; 3 you shall kindle no fire in all scarlet stuff or fine linen or goats’ hair 
your habitations on the sabbath day.” or tanned rams* skins or goatskins, 
4 Moses said to all the congregation brought them. 24 Every one who could 
of the people of Israel, “This is the make an offering of silver or bronze 
thing which the Lord has commanded, brought it as the Lord’s offering; and 
3 Take from among you an offering to every man with whom was found acacia 
the Lord; whoever is of a generous wood of any use in the work, brought 
heart, let him bring the Lord's offering: it. 25 And all women who had ability 
gold, silver, and bronze; 6 blue and spun with their hands, and brought 
purple and scarlet stuff and fine twined what they had spun in blue and purple 
linen; goats’ hair, 7 tanned rams* skins, and scarlet stuff and fine twined linen; 
and goatskins; acacia wood, 8 oil for the 26 all the women whose hearts were 
light, spices for the anointing oil and for moved with ability spun the goats* hair, 
the fragrant incense, 9 and onyx stones 27 And the leaders brought onyx stones 
and stones for setting, for the ephod and and stones to be set, for the ephod and 
for the breastpiece. for the breastpiece, 28 and spices and oil 

10 “And let every able man among for the light, and for the anointing oil, 
you come and make all that the Lord and for the fragrant incense. 29 All the 
has commanded: the tabernacle, 11 its men and women, the people of Israel, 
tent and its covering, its hooks and its whose heart moved them to bring any- 
frames, its bars, its pillars, and its thing for the work which the Lord had 
bases; 12 the ark with its poles, the commanded by Moses to be done, 
mercy seat, and the veil of the screen; brought it as their freewill offering to 
13 the table with its poles and all its the Lord. 

utensils, and the bread of the Presence; 30 And Moses said to the people of 
34 the lampstand also for the light, with Israel, “See, the Lord has called by 
its utensils and its lamps, and the oil name Bez'alel the son of Uri, son of 
for the light; 15 and the altar of incense, Hur, of the tribe of Judah; 31 and he has 
with its poles, and the anointing oil and filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
the fragrant incense, and the screen for ability, with intelligence, with knowl- 
the door, at the door of the tabernacle; edge, and with all craftsmanship, 32 to 
16 the altar of burnt offering, with its devise artistic designs, to work in gold 
grating of bronze, its poles, and all its and silver and bronze, 33 in cutting 
utensils, the laver and its base; 17 the stones for setting, and in carving wood, 
hangings of the court, its pillars and its for work in every skilled craft. 34 And he 
bases, and the screen for the gate of the has inspired him to teach, both him and 
court; 18 the pegs of the tabernacle and Oholiab the son of Ahis'amach of the 
the pegs of the court, and their cords; tribe of Dan. 35 He has filled them with 
39 the finely wrought garments for ability to do every sort of work done by 

S5.2-3: Ex 23.12; 31.12-17; 34.21; Deut 5.12-15. 3&4-01 Ex 25.1-9. 35.30-36.lx Ex 31.1-6. 
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a craftsman or by a designer or by an 
embroiderer in blue and purple and 
scarlet stuff and fine twined linen, or by 
a weaver—by any sort of workman or 
skilled designer. 1 Bez'alel and 
Oho'liab and every able man in 
whom the Lord has put ability and in¬ 
telligence to know how to do any work 
in the construction of the sanctuary 
shall work in accordance with all that 
the Lord has commanded.’* 

2 And Moses called Bez'alel and 
Oho'liab and every able man in whose 
mind the Lord had put ability, every 
one whose heart stirred him up to come 
to do the work; 3 and they received from 
Moses all the freewill offering which the 
people of Israel had brought for doing 
the work on the sanctuary. They still 
kept bringing him freewill offerings 
every morning, 4 so that all the able men 
who were doing every sort of task on the 
sanctuary came, each from the task that 
he was doing, 5 and said to Moses, “The 
people bring much more than enough 
for doing the work which the Lord has 
commanded us to do.’* 6 So Moses gave 
command, and word was proclaimed 
throughout the camp, “Let neither man 
nor woman do anything more for the 
offering for the sanctuary.** So the peo¬ 
ple were restrained from bringing; • for 
the stuff they had was sufficient to do 
all the work, and more. 

8 And all the able men among the 
workmen made the tabernacle with ten 
curtains; they were made of fine twined 
linen and blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff, with cherubim skilfully worked. 

9 The length of each curtain was twenty- 
eight cubits, and the breadth of each 
curtain four cubits; all the curtains had 
the same measure. 

10 And he coupled five curtains to 
one another, and the other five curtains 
he coupled to one another. 11 And he 
made loops of blue on the edge of the 
outmost curtain of the first set; like¬ 
wise he made them on the edge of the 
outmost curtain of the second set; 12 he 
made fifty loops on the one curtain, and 
he made fifty loops on the edge of the 
curtain that was in the second set; the 
loops were opposite one another. 13 And 
he made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled 
the curtains one to the other with 
clasps; so the tabernacle was one whole. 

14 He also made curtains of goats* 

36.8-19: Ex 26.1-14. 36.20-34: Ex 26.15-29. 


hair for a tent over ^ 

made eleven curtains. 15 Theic^-ati of 
each curtain was thirty cubits, ana the 
breadth of each curtain four cubits; the 
eleven curtains had the same measure. 
16 He coupled five curtains by them¬ 
selves, and six curtains by themselves. 
17 And he made fifty loops on the edge of 
the outmost curtain of the one set, and 
fifty loops on the edge of the other con¬ 
necting curtain. 18 And he made fifty 
clasps of bronze to couple the tent to¬ 
gether that it might be one whole. I9 And 
he made for the tent a covering of 
tanned rams* skins and goatskins. 

20 Then he made the upright frames 
for the tabernacle of acacia wood. 
21 Ten cubits was the length of a frame, 
and a cubit and a half the breadth of 
each frame. 22 Each frame .had two 
tenons, for fitting together; he did this 
for all the frames of the tabernacle. 
25 The frames for the tabernacle he 
made thus: twenty frames for the south 
side; 24 and he made forty bases of silver 
under the twenty frames, two bases 
under one frame for its two tenons, and 
two bases under another frame for its 
two tenons. 25 And for the second side of 
the tabernacle, on the north side, he 
made twenty frames 26 and their forty 
bases of silver, two bases under one 
frame and two bases under another 
frame. 27 And for the rear of the taber¬ 
nacle westward he made six frames. 
28 And he made two frames for comers 
of the tabernacle in the rear. 29 And they 
were separate beneath, but Joined at the 
top, at the first ring; he made two of 
them thus, for the two comers. 30 There 
were eight frames with their bases of 
silver: sixteen bases, under every frame 
two bases. 

31 And he made bars of acacia wood, 
five for the frames of the one side of the 
tabernacle, 32 and five bars for the 
frames of the other side of the taber¬ 
nacle, and five bars for the frames of the 
tabernacle at the rear westward. 33 And 
he made the middle bar to pass through 
from end to end halfway up the frames. 
34 And he overlaid the frames with gold, 
and made their rings of gold for holders 
for the bars, and overlaid the bars with 
gold. 

35 And he made the veil of blue and 
purple and scarlet stuff and fine twined 
linen; with cherubim skilfully worked 


36.35-38: Ex 26.31-37. 
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he made if -' nd for h he made fou , r 
pillars and overlaid them with 

goia*;‘their hooks were of gold, and he 
cast for them four bases of silver. 37 He 
also made a screen for the door of the 
tent, of blue and purple and scarlet 
stuff and fine twined linen, embroidered 
with needlework; 38 and its five pillars 
with their hooks. He overlaid their 
capitals, and their fillets were of gold, 
but their five bases were of bronze. 

2*7 Bez'alel made the ark of acacia 
D / wood; two cubits and a half was 
its length, a cubit and a half its breadth, 
and a cubit and a half its height. 2 And 
he overlaid it with pure gold within and 
without, and made a moulding of gold 
around it. 3 And he cast for it four rings 
of gold for its four corners, two rings on 
its one side and two rings on its other 
side. 4 And he made poles of acacia 
wood, and overlaid them with gold, 
5 and put the poles into the rings on the 
sides of the ark, to carry the ark. 6 And 
he made a mercy seat of pure gold; two 
cubits and a half was its length, and a 
cubit and a half its breadth. 7 And he 
made two cherubim of hammered gold; 
on the two ends of the mercy seat he 
made them, 8 one cherub on the one 
end, and one cherub on the other end; 
of one piece with the mercy seat he 
made the cherubim on its two ends. 
9 The cherubim spread out their wings 
above, overshadowing the mercy seat 
with their wings, with their faces one to 
another; toward the mercy seat were the 
faces of the cherubim. 

10 He also made the table of acacia 
wood; two cubits was its length, a cubit 
its breadth, and a cubit and a half its 
height; 11 and he overlaid it with pure 
gold, and made a moulding of gold 
around it. 12 And he made around it a 
frame a handbreadth wide, and made a 
moulding of gold around the frame. 
13 He cast for it four rings of gold, and 
fastened the rings to the four comers at 
its four legs. 14 Close to the frame were 
the rings, as holders for the poles to carry 
the table. 15 He made the poles of acacia 
wood to carry the table, and overlaid 
them with gold. 16 And he made the 
vessels of pure gold which were to be 
upon the table, its plates and dishes for 
incense, and its bowls and flagons with 
which to pour libations. 


82 Altars of the tabernacle 

17 He also made the lampstand of 
pure gold. The base and the shaft of the 
lampstand were made of hammered 
work; its cups, its capitals, and its 
flowers were of one piece with it. 18 And 
there were six branches going out of its 
sides, three branches of the lampstand 
out of one side of it and three branches 
of the lampstand out of the other side of 
it; 19 three cups made like almonds, 
each with capital and flower, on one 
branch, and three cups made like 
almonds, each with capital and flower, 
on the other branch—so for the six 
branches going out of the lampstand. 
20 And on the lampstand itself were four 
cups made like almonds, with their 
capitals and flowers, 21 and a capital of 
one piece with it under each pair of the 
six branches going out of it. 22 Their 
capitals and their branches were of one 
piece with it; the whole of it was one 
piece of hammered work of pure gold. 
^And he made its seven lamps and its 
snuffers and its trays of pure gold. 
24 He made it and all its utensils of a 
talent of pure gold. , 

25 He made the altar of incense of 
acacia wood; its length was a cubit, and 
its breadth was a cubit; it was square, 
and two cubits was its height; its horns 
were of one piece with it. 26 He overlaid 
it with pure gold, its top, and its sides 
round about, and its horns; and he 
made a moulding of gold round about it, 
27 and made two rings of gold on it 
under its moulding, on two opposite 
sides of it, as holders for the poles with 
which to carry it. 28 And he made the 
poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them 
with gold. 

29 He made the holy anointing oil 
also, and the pure fragrant incense, 
blended as by the perfumer. 

20 He made the altar of burnt 
DO offering also of acacia wood; five 
cubits was its length, and five cubits its 
breadth; it was square, and three cubits 
was its height. 2 He made horns for it on 
its four corners; its horns were of one 

E iece with it, and he overlaid it with 
ronze. 3 And he made all the utensils of 
the altar, the pots, the shovels, the 
basins, the forks, and the firepans: all 
its utensils he made of bronze. 4 And he 
made for the altar a grating, a network 
of bronze, under its ledge, extending 
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halfway down. 5 He cast four rings on 
the four comers of the bronze grating as 
holders for the poles; 6 he made the 
poles of acacia wood, and overlaid them 
with bronze. TAnd he put the poles 
through the rings on the sides of the 
altar, to carry it with them; he made it 
hollow, with boards. 

8 And he made the laver of bronze 
and its base of bronze, from the mirrors 
of the ministering women who minis¬ 
tered at the door of the tent of meet¬ 
ing. 

9 And he made the court; for the 
south side the hangings of the court 
were of fine twined linen, a hundred 
cubits; 10 their pillars were twenty and 
their bases twenty, of bronze, but the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets were 
of silver. n And for the north side a 
hundred cubits, their pillars twenty, 
their bases twenty, of bronze, but the 
hooks of the pillars and their fillets were 
of silver. 12 And for the west side were 
hangings of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, 
and their sockets ten; the hooks of the 

J nllars and their fillets were of silver. 
3 And for the front to the east, fifty 
cubits. 14 The hangings for one side of 
the gate were fifteen cubits, with three 
pillars and three bases. 15 And so for the 
other side; on this hand and that hand 
by the gate of the court were hangings of 
fifteen cubits, with three pillars and 
three bases. 16 A11 the hangings round 
about the court were of fine twined 
linen. 17 And the bases for the pillars 
were of bronze, but the hooks of the 
pillars and their fillets were of silver; the 
overlaying of their capitals was also of 
silver, and all the pillars of the court 
were filleted with silver. 18 And the 
screen for the gate of the court was em¬ 
broidered with needlework in blue and 
purple and scarlet stuff and fine twined 
linen; it was twenty cubits long and five 
cubits high in its breadth, corresponding 
to the hangings of the court. 19 And their 
pillars were four; their four bases were 
of bronze, their hooks of silver, and the 
overlaying of their capitals and their 
fillets of silver. 20 And all the pegs for the 
tabernacle and for the court round 
about were of bronze. 

21 This is the sum of the things for 
the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the 
testimony, as they were counted at the 
commandment of Moses, for the work 
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of the Levites under the direction of 
Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest. 
22 Bez'alel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of 
the tribe of Judah, made all that the 
Lord commanded Moses; 23 and with 
him was Oholiab the son of Ahis'- 
axnach, of the tribe of Dan, a craftsman 
and designer and embroiderer in blue 
and purple and scarlet stuff and fine 
twined linen. 

24 All the gold that was used for the 
work, in all the construction of the 
sanctuary, the gold from the offering, 
was twenty-nine talents and seven hun¬ 
dred and thirty shekels, by the shekel of 
the sanctuary. 25 And the silver from 
those of the congregation who were 
numbered was a hundred talents and a 
thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
five shekels, by the shekel of the sanc¬ 
tuary; 26 a beka a head (that is, half a 
shekel, by the shekel of the sanctuary), 
for every one who was numbered in the 
census, from twenty years old and up¬ 
ward, for six hundred and three thou¬ 
sand, five hundred and fifty men. 27 The 
hundred talents of silver were for cast¬ 
ing the bases of the sanctuary, and the 
bases of the veil; a hundred bases for the 
hundred talents, a talent for a base. 
28 And of the thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-five shekels he made hooks 
for the pillars, and overlaid their capitals 
and made fillets for them. 29 And the 
bronze that was contributed was seventy 
talents, and two thousand and four hun¬ 
dred shekels; 30 with it he made the 
bases for the door of the tent of meeting, 
the bronze altar and the bronze grating 
for it and all the utensils of the altar, 
31 the bases round about the court, and 
the bases of the gate of the court, all the 
pegs of the tabernacle, and all the pegs 
round about the court. 

2Q And of the blue and purple and 
Jy scarlet stuff they made finely 
wrought garments, for ministering in 
the holy place; they made the holy gar¬ 
ments for Aaron; as the Lord had com¬ 
manded Moses. 

2 And he made the ephod of gold, 
blue and purple and scarlet stuff, and 
fine twined linen. 3 And gold leaf was 
hammered out and cut into threads to 
work into the blue and purple and the 
scarlet stuff, and into the fine twined 
linen, in skilled design. 4 They made for 
the ephod shoulder-pieces, joined to it 

11-16. 39.2-7: Ex 28.6-12. 
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at its two edges. 5 And the skilfully come loose from the ephod; as the Lord 
woven band upon it, to gird it on, was had commanded Moses, 
of the same materials and workmanship, 22 He also made the robe of the ephod 

of gold, blue and purple and scarlet woven all of blue; 23 and the opening of 
stuff, and fine twined linen; as the Lord the robe in it was like the opening m a 
had commanded Moses. garment, with a binding around the 

6 The onyx stones were prepared, opening, that it might not be torn. 24 On 
enclosed in settings of gold filigree and the skirts of the robe they made pome- 
engraved like the engravings of a signet, granates of blue and purple and scarlet 
according to the names of the sons of stuff and fine twined linen. 25 They also 
Israel. 7 And he set them on the shoul- made bells of pure gold, and put the 
der-pieces of the ephod, to be stones of bells between the pomegranates upon 
remembrance for die sons of Israel; as the skirts of the robe round about, be- 
the Lord had commanded Moses. tween the pomegranates; 26 a bell and a 

8 He made the breastpiece, in skilled pomegranate, a bell and a pomegranate 
work, like the work of the ephod, of round about upon the skirts of the robe 
gold, blue and purple and scarlet stuff, for ministering; as the Lord had com- 
and fine twined linen. 9 It was square; manded Moses. 

the breastpiece was made double, a span 27 They also made the coats, woven 
its length and a span its breadth when of fine linen, for Aaron and his sons, 
doubled. 10 And they set in it four rows 28 and the turban of fine linen, and the 
of stones. A row of sardius, topaz, and caps of fine linen, and the linen breeches 
carbuncle was the first row; 11 and the of fine twined linen, 29 and the girdle of 
second row, an emerald, a sapphire, and fine twined linen and of blue and purple 
a diamond; 12 and the third row, a ja- and scarlet stuff, embroidered with 
cinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 13 and needlework; as the Lord had com- 
the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a manded Moses. 

jasper; they were enclosed in settings of 30 And they made the plate of the 
gold filigree. 14 There were twelve holy crown of pure gold, and wrote 
stones with their names according to the upon it an inscription, like the engrav- 
names of the sons of Israel; they were ing of a signet. “Holy to the Lord.” 
like signets, each engraved with its 31 And they tied to it a lace of blue, to 
name, for the twelve tribes. 15 And they fasten it on the. turban above; as the 
made on the breastpiece twisted chains Lord had commanded Moses, 
like cords, of pure gold; 16 and they 32 Thus all the work of the taber- 
made two settings of gold filigree and nacle of the tent of meeting was fin- 
two gold rings, and put the two rings on ished; and the people of Israel had done 
the two edges of the breastpiece; 17 and according to all that the Lord had com- 
they put the two cords of gold in the manded Moses; so had they done, 
two rings at the edges of the breast- 33 And they brought the tabernacle to 
piece. 18 Two ends of the two cords Moses, the tent and all its utensils, its 
they had attached to the two settings of hooks, its frames, its bars, its pillars, and 
filigree; thus they attached it in front to its bases; 34 the covering of tanned 
the shoulder-pieces of the ephod. rams* skins and goatskins, and the veil 
19 Then they made two rings of gold, of the screen; 35 the ark of the testi- 
and put them at the two ends of the mony with its poles and the mercy seat; 
breastpiece, on its inside edge next to 36 the table with all its utensils, and the 
the ephod. 20 And they made two rings bread of the Presence; 37 the lampstand 
of gold, and attached them in front to of pure gold and its lamps with the 
the lower part of the two shoulder- lamps set and all its utensils, and the oil 
pieces of the ephod, at its joining above for the light; 38 the golden altar, the 
the skilfully woven band of the ephod. anointing oil and the fragrant incense, 
21 And they bound the breastpiece by its and the screen for the door of the tent; 
rings to the rings of the ephod with a 39 the bronze altar, and its grating of 
lace of blue, so that it should lie upon bronze, its poles, and all its utensils; the 
the skilfully woven band of the ephod, laver and its base; 49 the hangings of the 
and that the breastpiece should not court, its pillars, and its bases, ?n d the 
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Erection of the tabernacle 
screen for the gate of the court, its 
cords, and its pegs; and all the utensils 
for the service of the tabernacle, for the 
tent of meeting; 41 the finely worked 
garments for ministering in the holy 
place, the holy garments for Aaron the 
priest, and the garments of his sons to 
serve as priests. 42 According to all that 
the Lord had commanded Moses, so 
the people of Israel had done all the 
work. 43 And Moses saw all the work, 
and behold, they had done it; as the 
Lord had commanded, so had they 
done it. And Moses blessed them. 

The Lord said to Moses, 
2 “On the first day of the first 
month you shall erect the tabernacle of 
the tent of meeting. 3 And you shall put 
in it the ark of the testimony, and you 
shall screen the ark with the veil. 4 And 
you shall bring in the table, and set its 
arrangements in order; and you shall 
bring in the lampstand, and set up its 
lamps. 5 And you shall put the golden 
altar for incense before the ark of the 
testimony, and set up the screen for the 
door of the tabernacle. 6 You shall set 
the altar of burnt offering before the 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of 
meeting, 7 and place the laver between 
the tent of meeting and the altar, and 
put water in it. 8 And you shall set up the 
court round about, and hang up the 
screen for the gate of the court. 9 Then 
you shall take the anointing oil, and 
anoint the tabernacle and all that is in 
it, and consecrate it and all its furniture; 
and it shall become holy. 10 You shall 
also anoint the altar of burnt offering 
and all its utensils, and consecrate the 
altar; and the altar shall be most holy. 
11 You shall also anoint the laver and its 
base, and consecrate it. 12 Then you 
shall bring Aaron and his sons to the 
door of the tent of meeting, and shall 
wash them with water, 13 and put upon 
Aaron the holy garments, and you shall 
anoint him and consecrate him, that he 
may serve me as priest. 14 You shall 
bring his sons also and put coats on 
them, 15 and anoint them, as you 
anointed their father, that they may 
serve me as priests: and their anointing 
shall admit them to a perpetual priest¬ 
hood throughout their generations.” 

16 Thus did Moses; according to all 
that the Lord commanded him, so he 
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did. I7 And in the first month in the 
second year, on the first day of the 
month, the tabernacle was erected. 

18 Moses erected the tabernacle; he laid 
its bases, and set up its frames, and put 
in its poles, and raised up its pillars; 

19 and he spread the tent over the taber¬ 
nacle, and put the covering of the tent 
over it, as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 20 And he took the testimony and 
put it into the ark, and put the poles on 
the ark, and set the mercy seat above on 
the ark; 21 and he brought the ark into 
the tabernacle, and set up the veil of the 
screen, and screened the ark of the 
testimony; as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 22 And he put the table in the 
tent of meeting, on the north side of the 
tabernacle, outside the veil, 23 and set 
the bread in order on it before the 
Lord; as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 24 And he put the lampstand in 
the tent of meeting, opposite the table 
on the south side of the tabernacle, 
25 and set up the lamps before the 
Lord; as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 26 And he put the golden altar in 
the tent of meeting before the veil, 
27 and burnt fragrant incense upon it; 
as the Lord had commanded Moses. 
28 And he put in place the screen for the 
door of the tabernacle. 29 And he set the 
altar of burnt offering at the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and 
offered upon it the burnt offering and 
the cereal offering; as the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 30 And he set the 
laver between the tent of meeting and 
the altar, and put water in it for wash¬ 
ing, 31 with which Moses and Aaron and 
his sons washed their hands and their 
feet; 32 when they went into the tent of 
meeting, and when they approached the 
altar, they washed; as the Lord com¬ 
manded Moses. 33 And he erected the 
court round the tabernacle and the 
altar, and set up the screen of the gate of 
the court. So Moses finished the 
work. 

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of 
meeting, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was 
not able to enter the tent of meeting, 
because the cloud abode upon it, and 
the glory of the Lord filled the taber¬ 
nacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, 
whenever the cloud was taken up from 
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over the tabernacle, the people of Israel 38 For throughout all their journeys the 
would go onward; 37 but if the cloud cloud of the Lord was upon the taber- 
was not taken up, then they did not go nacle by day, and fire was in it by night, 
onward till the day that it was taken up. in the sight of all the house of Israel. 

THE THIRD BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

LEVITICUS 


I The Lord called Moses, and 
spoke to him from the tent of 
meeting, saying, 2 “Speak to the people 
of Israel, and say to them, When any 
man of you brings an offering to the 
Lord, you shall bring your offering of 
cattle from the herd or from the flock. 

3 “If his offering is a burnt offering 
from the herd, he shall offer a male 
without blemish; he shall offer it at the 
door of the tent of meeting, that he may 
be accepted before the Lord; 4 he shall 
lay his hand upon the head of the burnt 
offering, and it shall be accepted for him 
to make atonement for him. 5 Then he 
shall kill the bull before the Lord; and 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall present 
the bloody and throw the blood round 
about against the altar that is at the door 
of the tent of meeting. 6 And he shall 
flay the burnt offering and cut it into 
pieces; 7 and the sons of Aaron the 
priest shall put fire on the altar, and lay 
wood in order upon the fire; 8 and 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall lay the 
pieces, the head, and the fat, in order 
upon the wood that is on the fire upon 
the altar; 9 but its entrails and its legs 
he shall wash with water. And the priest 
shall bum the whole on the altar, as a 
burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odour to the Lord. 

10 “If his gift for a burnt offering is 
from the flock, from the sheep or goats, 
he shall offer a male without blemish; 
11 and he shall kill it on the north side 
of the altar before the Lord, and 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw its 
blood against the altar round about. 
12 And he shall cut it into pieces, with its 
head and its fat, and the priest shall lay 
them in order upon the wood that is on 
the fire upon the altar; 13 but the en¬ 
trails and the legs he shall wash with 
water. And the priest shall offer the 
whole, and bum it on the altar; it is a 


burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odour to the Lord. 

14 “If his offering to the Lord is a 
burnt offering of birds, then he shall 
bring his offering of turtledoves or of 
l pigeons. ^And the priest shall 
it to the altar and wring off its 

_and bum it on the altar; and its 

blood shall be drained out on the side 
of the altar; 1(5 and he shall take away its 
crop with the feathers, and cast it beside 
the altar on the east side, in the place 
for ashes; 17 he shall tear it by its wings, 
but shall not divide it asunder. And the 
priest shall bum it on the altar, upon the 
wood that is on the fire; it is a burnt 
offering, an offering by fire, a pleasing 
odour to the Lord. 

“When any one brings a cereal 
offering as an offering to the Lord, 
his offering shall be of fine flour; he 
shall pour oil upon it, and put frankin¬ 
cense on it, 2 and bring it to Aaron’s 
sons the priests. And he shall take from 
it a handful of the fine flour and oil, 
with all of its frankincense; and the 
priest shall bum this as its memorial 
portion upon the altar, an offering by 
fire, a pleasing odour to the Lord. 3 And 
what is left of the cereal offering shall be 
for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy 
part of the offerings by fire to the Lord. 

4 “When you bring a cereal offering 
baked in the oven as an offering, it shall 
be unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed 
with oil, or unleavened wafers spread 
with oil. 5 And if your offering is a cereal 
offering baked on a griddle, it shall be 
of fine flour unleavened, mixed with 
oil; 6 you shall break it in pieces, and 
pour oil on it; it is a cereal offering. 
‘And if your offering is a cereal offering 
cooked in a pan, it shall be made of fine 
flour with oil. 8 And you shall bring the 
cereal offering that is made of these 
things to the Lord ; and when it is pre- 
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sented to the priest, he shall bring It to 
the altar. 9 And the priest shall take from 
the cereal offering its memorial portion 
and bum this on die altar, an offering by 
fire, a pleasing odour to the Lord. 10 And 
what is left of the cereal offering shall be 
for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy 
part of the offerings by fire to the Lord. 

11 “No cereal offering which you 
bring to the Lord shall be made with 
leaven; for you shall bum no leaven 
nor any honey as an offering by fire to 
the Lord. 12 As an offering of first fruits 
you may bring them to the Lord, but 
they shall not be offered on the altar for 
a pleasing odour. 13 You shall season all 
your cereal offerings with salt; you shall 
not let the salt of the covenant with your 
God be lacking from your cereal offer¬ 
ing; with all your offerings you shall 
offer salt. 

14 “If you offer a cereal offering of 
first fruits to the Lord, you shall offer 
for the cereal offering of your first fruits 
crushed new grain from fresh ears, 
parched with fire. 15 And you shall put 
oil upon it, and lay frankincense on it; 
it is a cereal offering. 16 And the priest 
shall burn as its memorial portion part 
of the crushed grain and of the oil with 
all of its frankincense; it is an offering 
by fire to the Lord. 

3 “If a man's offering is a sacrifice 
of peace offering, if he offers an 
animal from the herd, male or female, 
he shall offer it without blemish before 
the Lord. 2 And he shall lay his hand 
upon the head of his offering and kill it 
at the door of the tent of meeting; and 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall throw the 
blood against the altar round about. 
3 And from the sacrifice of the peace of¬ 
fering, as an offering by fire to the Lord, 
he shall offer the fat covering the en¬ 
trails and all the fat that is on the en¬ 
trails, 4 and the two kidneys with the fat 
that is on them at the loins, and the ap¬ 
pendage of the liver which he shall take 
away with the kidneys. 5 Then Aaron’s 
sons shall bum it on the altar upon the 
burnt offering, which is upon the wood 
on the fire; it is an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odour to the Lord. 

6 “If his offering for a sacrifice of 
peace offering to the Lord is an animal 
from the flock, male or female, he shall 
offer it without blemish. 7 If he offers a 

3.1-17: Lev 7.11-18. 
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lamb for his offering, then he shall offer 
it before the Lord, 8 laying his hand 
upon the head of his offering and killing 
it before the tent of meeting; and 
Aaron’s sons shall throw its blood 
against the altar round about. 9 Then 
from the sacrifice of the peace offering 
as an offering by fire to the Lord he 
shall offer its fat, the fat tail entire, tak¬ 
ing it away close by the backbone, and 
the fat that covers the entrails, and all 
the fat that is on the entrails, 10 and the 
two kidneys with the fat that is on them 
at the loins, and the appendage of the 
liver which he shall take away with the 
kidneys. 11 And the priest shall bum it 
on the altar as food offered by fire to the 
Lord. 

12 “If his offering is a goat, then he 
shall offer it before the Lord, 13 and 
lay his hand upon its head, and kill it 
before the tent of meeting; and the sons 
of Aaron shall throw its blood against 
the altar round about. 14 Then he shall 
offer from it, as his offering for an offer¬ 
ing by fire to the Lord, the fat covering 
the entrails, and all the fat that is on the 
entrails, 15 and the two kidneys with the 
fat that is on them at the loins, and the 
appendage of the liver which he shall 
take away with the kidneys. 16 And the 
priest shall bum them on the altar as 
food offered by fire for a pleasing odour. 
All fat is the Lord’s. 17 It shall be a per¬ 
petual statute throughout your genera¬ 
tions, in all your dwelling places, that 
you eat neither fat nor blood.” 

And the Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Say to the people of Israel, If 
any one sins unwittingly in any of the 
things which the LORD has c omman ded 
not to be done, and does any one of 
them, 3 if it is the anointed priest who 
sins, thus bringing guilt on die people, 
then let him offer for the sin which he 
has committed a young bull without 
blemish to the Lord for a sin offering. 
4 He shall bring the bull to the door of 
the tent of meeting before the Lord, 
and lay his hand on the head of the bull, 
and kill the bull before the Lord. 5 And 
the anointed priest shall take some of 
the blood of the bull and bring it to the 
tent of meeting; 6 and the priest shall 
dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle 
part of the blood seven times before the 
Lord in front of the veil of the sane- 
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tuary. 7 And the priest shall put some of 
the blood on the horns of the altar of 
fragrant incense before the Lord which 
is in the tent of meeting, and the rest of 
the blood of the bull he shall pour out at 
the base of the altar of burnt offering 
which is at the door of the tent of 
meeting. 8 And all the fat of the bull of 
the sin offering he shall take from it, the 
hit that covers the entrails and all the 
fat that is on the entrails, f and the two 
kidneys with the fat that is on them at 
the loins, and the appendage of the liver 
which he shall take away with the kid¬ 
neys 10 (just as these are taken from the 
ox of the sacrifice of the peace offer¬ 
ings), and the priest shall bum them 
upon the altar of burnt offering. 11 But 
the skin of the bull and all its flesh, with 
its head, its legs, its entrails, and its 
dung, 12 the whole bull he shall carry 
forth outside the camp to a clean place, 
where the ashes are poured out, and 
shall bum it on a fire of wood; where 
the ashes are poured out it shall be 
burned. 

13 “If the whole congregation of 
Israel commits a sin unwittingly and the 
thing is hidden from the eyes of the 
assembly, and they do any one of the 
things which the Lord has commanded 
not to be done and are guilty; 14 when 
the sin which they have committed be¬ 
comes known, the assembly shall offer 
a young bull for a sin offering and bring 
it before the tent of meeting; 15 and the 
elders of the congregation shall lay their 
hands upon the head of the bull before 
the Lord, and the bull shall be killed 
before the Lord. 16 Then the anointed 
priest shall bring some of the blood of 
the bull to the tent of meeting, * 7 and 
the priest shall dip his finger in the 
blood and sprinkle it seven times before 
the Lord in front of the veil. 18 And he 
shall put some of the blood on the horns 
of the altar which is in the tent of 
meeting before the Lord; and the rest 
of the blood he shall pour out at the 
base of the altar of burnt offering which 
is at the door of the tent of meeting. 

19 And all its fat he shall take from it 
and bum upon the altar. 20 Thus shall 
he do with the bull; as he did with the 
bull of the sin offering, so shall he do 
with this; and the priest shall make 
atonement for them, and they shall be 
forgiven. 21 And he shall carry forth the 
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bull outside the camp, and bum it as he 
burned the first bull; it is the sin offer¬ 
ing for the assembly. 

22 “When a ruler sins, doing un¬ 
wittingly any one of all the things which 
the Lord his God has commanded not 
to be done, and is guilty, 23 if the sin 
which he has committed is made known 
to him, he shall bring as his offering a 
goat, a male without blemish, 24 and 
shall lay his hand upon the head of the 
goat, and kill it in the place where they 
kill the burnt offering before the Lord ; 
it is a sin offering. 25 Then the priest 
shall take some of the blood of the sin 
offering with his finger and put it on the 
horns of the altar of burnt offering, and 
pour out the rest of its blood at the 
base of the altar of burnt offering. 
26 And all its fat he shall bum on the 
altar, like the fat of the sacrifice of 
peace offerings; so the priest shall make 
atonement for him for his sin, and he 
shall be forgiven. 

27 “If any one of the common people 
sins unwittingly in doing any one of the 
things which the Lord has commanded 
not to be done, and is guilty, 28 when 
the sin which he has committed is made 
known to him he shall bring for his 
offering a goat, a female without blem¬ 
ish, for his sin which he has committed. 
29 And he shall lay his hand on the head 
of the sin offering, and kill the sin offer¬ 
ing in the place of burnt offering. 30 And 
the priest shall take some of its blood 
with his finger and put it on the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering, and pour 
out the rest of its blood at the base of 
the altar 31 And all its fat he shall re¬ 
move, as the fat is removed from the 
peace offerings, and the priest shall burn 
it upon the altar for a pleasing odour to 
the Lord; and the priest shall make 
atonement for him, and he shall be 
forgiven. 

32 “If he brings a lamb as his offering 
for a sin offering, he shall bring a female 
without blemish, 33 and lay his hand 
upon the head of the sin offering, and 
kill it for a sin offering in the place 
where they kill the burnt offering. 
34 Then the priest shall take some of the 
blood of the sin offering with his finger 
and put it on the horns of the altar of 
burnt offering, and pour out the rest of 
its blood at the base of the altar. 35 And 
all its fat he shall remove as the fat of the 
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lamb is removed from the sacrifice of 
peace offerings, and the priest shall bum 
it on the altar, upon the offerings by fire 
to the Lord; and the priest shall make 
atonement for him for the sin which he 
has committed, and he shall be forgiven. 

5 “If any one sins in that he hears a 
public adjuration to testify and 
though he is a witness, whether he has 
seen or come to know the matter, yet 
does not speak, he shall bear his in¬ 
iquity. 2 Or if any one touches an un¬ 
clean thing, whether the carcass of an 
unclean beast or a carcass of unclean 
cattle or a carcass of unclean swarm¬ 
ing things, and it is hidden from him, 
and he has become unclean, he shall 
be guilty. 3 Or if he touches human un¬ 
cleanness, of whatever sort the un¬ 
cleanness may be with which one be¬ 
comes unclean, and it is hidden from 
him, when he comes to know it he shall 
be guilty. 4 Or if any one utters with his 
lips a rash oath to do evil or to do good, 
any sort of rash oath that men swear, 
and it is hidden from him, when he 
comes to know it he shall in any of these 
be guilty. 5 When a man is guilty in 
any of these, he shall confess the sin he 
has committed, 6 and he shall bring his 
guilt offering to the Lord for the sin 
which he has committed, a female from 
the flock, a lamb or a goat, for a sin 
offering; and the priest shall make 
atonement for him for his sin. 

7 “But if he cannot afford a lamb, 
then he shall bring, as his guilt offering 
to the Lord for the sin which he has 
committed, two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons, one for a sin offering 
and the other for a burnt offering. 8 He 
shall bring them to the priest, who shall 
offer first the one for the sin offering; he 
shall wring its head from its neck, but 
shall not sever it, 9 and he shall sprinkle 
some of the blood of the sin offering on 
the side of the altar, while the rest of 
the blood shall be drained out at the 
base of the altar; it is a sin offering. 
10 Then he shall offer the second for a 
burnt offering according to the ordi¬ 
nance; and the priest shall make atone¬ 
ment for him for the sin which he has 
committed, and he shall be forgiven. 

11 “But if he cannot afford two turtle¬ 
doves or two young pigeons, then he 
shall bring, as his offering for the sin 
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which he has committed, a tenth of an 
ephah of fine flour for a sin offering; he 
shall put no oil upon it, and shall put no 
frankincense on it, for it is a sin offering. 
12 And he shall bring it to the priest, and 
the priest shall take a handful of it as its 
memorial portion and bum this on the 
altar, upon the offerings by fire to the 
Lord; it is a sin offering. 13 Thus the 
priest shall make atonement for him for 
the sin which he has committed in any 
one of these things, and he shall be 
forgiven. And the remainder shall be for 
the priest, as in the cereal offering.” 

14 The Lord said to Moses, 15 “If 
any one commits a breach of faith and 
sins unwittingly in any of the holy 
things of the Lord, he shall bring, as 
his guilt offering to the Lord, a ram 
without blemish out of the flock, valued 
by you in shekels of silver, according to 
the shekel of the sanctuary; it is a guilt 
offering. 16 He shall also make restitu¬ 
tion for what he has done amiss in the 
holy thing, and shall add a fifth to it and 
give it to the priest; and the priest shall 
make atonement for him with the ram 
of the guilt offering, and he shall be 
forgiven. 

17 “If any one sins, doing any of the 
things which the Lord has com¬ 
manded not to be done, though he does 
not know it, yet he is guilty and shall 
bear his iniquity. 18 He shall bring to 
the priest a ram without blemish out of 
the flock, valued by you at the price for 
a guilt offering, and the priest shall 
make atonement for him for the error 
which he committed unwittingly, and 
he shall be forgiven. 19 It is a guilt 
offering; he is guilty before the Lord.” 

6 a The Lord said to Moses, 2 “If any 
one sins and commits a breach of 
faith against the Lord by deceiving his 
neighbour in a matter of deposit or 
security, or through robbery, or if he 
has oppressed his neighbour 3 or has 
found what was lost and lied about it, 
swearing falsely—in any of all the things 
which men do and sin therein, 4 when 
one has sinned and become guilty, he 
shall restore what he took by robbery, 
or what he got by oppression, or the 
deposit which was committed to him, 
or the lost thing which he found, 5 or 
anything about which he has sworn 
falsely; he shall restore it in full, and 
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shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him 
to whom it belongs, on the day of his 
guilt offering. 6 And he shall bring to 
the priest his guilt offering to the Lord, 
a ram without blemish out of the flock, 
valued by you at the price for a guilt 
offering; 7 and the priest shall make 
atonement for him before the Lord, 
and he shall be forgiven for any of the 
things which one may do and thereby 
become guilty.” 

8 b The Lord said to Moses, 9 “Com¬ 
mand Aaron and his sons, saying. This 
is the law of the burnt offering. The 
burnt offering shall be on the hearth 
upon the altar all night until the morn¬ 
ing, and the fire of the altar shall be 
kept burning on it. 10 And the priest 
shall put on his linen garment, and put 
his linen breeches upon his body, and he 
shall take up the ashes to which the fire 
has consumed the burnt offering on the 
altar, and put them beside the altar. 
11 Then he shall put off his garments, 
and put on other garments, and carry 
forth the ashes outside the camp to a 
clean place. 12 The fire on the altar shall 
be kept burning on it, it shall not go 
out; the priest shall bum wood on it 
every morning, and he shall lay the 
burnt offering in order upon it, and shall 
bum on it the fat of the peace offer¬ 
ings. 13 Fire shall be kept burning upon 
the altar continually; it shall not go out. 

14 “And this is the law of the cereal 
offering. The sons of Aaron shall offer 
it before the Lord, in front of the altar. 
15 And one shall take from it a handful of 
the fine flour of the cereal offering with 
its oil and all the frankincense which is 
on the cereal offering, and bum this as 
its memorial portion on the altar, a 
pleasing odour to the Lord. I6 And the 
rest of it Aaron and his sons shall eat; it 
shall be eaten unleavened in a holy 
place; in the court of the tent of meeting 
they shall eat it. 17 It shall not be baked 
with leaven. I have given it as their por¬ 
tion of my offerings by fire; it is a thing 
most holxj like the sin offering and the 
guilt offering. 18 Every male among the 
children of Aaron may eat of it, as 
decreed for ever throughout your gener¬ 
ations, from the Lord’s offerings by 
fire; whoever touches them shall be¬ 
come holy.” 

19 The Lord said to Moses, 20 “This 
is the offering which Aaron and his sons, 
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shall offer to the Lord on the day when 
he is anointed: a tenth of an ephah of 
fine flour as a regular cereal offering, 
half of it in the morning and half in the 
evening. 21 It shall be made with oil on a 
griddle; you shall bring it well mixed, 
m baked 6 pieces like a cereal offering, 
and offer it for a pleasing odour to the 
Lord. 22 The priest from among Aaron’s 
sons, who is anointed to succeed him, 
shall offer it to the Lord as decreed for 
ever; the whole of it shall be burned. 
23 Every cereal offering of a priest shall 
be wholly burned; it shall not be eaten.” 

24 The Lord said to Moses, 25 “Say 
to Aaron and his sons. This is the law 
of the sin offering. In the place where 
the burnt offering is killed shall the sin 
offering be killed before the Lord; it is 
most holy. 26 The priest who offers it 
for sin shall eat it; in a holy place it shall 
be eaten, in the court of the tent of 
meeting. 27 Whatever 1 * touches its flesh 
shall be holy; and when any of its blood 
is sprinkled on a garment, you shall 
wash that on which it was sprinkled in 
a holy place. 28 And the earthen vessel 
in which it is boiled shall be broken; but 
if it is boiled in a bronze vessel, that 
shall be scoured, and rinsed in water, 
29 Every male among the priests may 
eat of it; it is most holy. 39 But no sin 
offering shall be eaten from which any 
blood is brought into the tent of meeting 
to make atonement in the holy place; it 
shall be burned with fire. 

“This is the law of the guilt of¬ 
fering. It is most holy; 2 in the place 
where they kill the burnt offering they 
shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood 
shall be thrown on the altar round 
about. 3 And all its fat shall be offered, 
the fat tail, the fat that covers the en¬ 
trails, 4 the two kidneys with the fat that 
is on them at the loins, and the ap¬ 
pendage of the liver which he shall take 
away with the kidneys; 5 the priest shall 
burn them on the altar as an offering by 
fire to the Lord; it is a guilt offering. 

6 Every male among the priests may 
eat of it; it shall be eaten in a holy place; 
it is most holy. 7 The guilt offering is 
like the sin offering, there is one law for 
them; the priest who makes atonement 
with it shall have it. 8 And the priest 
who offers any man’s burnt offering 
shall have for himself the skin of the 
burnt offering which he has offered. 

Who i 
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9 And every cereal offering baked in the 
oven and all that is prepared on a pan or 
a griddle shall belong to the priest who 
offers it. 10 And every cereal offering, 
mixed with oil or dry, shall be for all the 
sons of Aaron, one as well as another. 

11 “And this is the law of the sacrifice 
of peace offerings which one may offer 
to the Lord. 12 if he offers it for a 
thanksgiving, then he shall offer with 
the thank offering unleavened cakes 
mixed with oil, unleavened wafers 
spread with oil, and cakes of fine flour 
well mixed with oil. 13 With the sacrifice 
of his peace offerings for thanksgiving 
he shall bring his offering with cakes of 
leavened bread. 14 And of such he shall 
offer one cake from each offering, as an 
offering to the Lord; it shall belong to 
the priest who throws the blood of the 
peace offerings. 15 And the flesh of the 
sacrifice of his peace offerings for 
thanksgiving shall be eaten on the day 
of his offering; he shall not leave any of 
it until the morning. 16 But if the sacri¬ 
fice of his offering is a votive offering or 
a freewill offering, it shall be eaten on 
the day that he offers his sacrifice, and 
on the morrow what remains of it shall 
be eaten, 17 but what remains of the 
flesh of the sacrifice on the third day 
shall be burned with fire. 18 If any of the 
flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offering 
is eaten on the third day, he who offers 
it shall not be accepted, neither shall it 
be credited to him; it shall be an abomi¬ 
nation, and he who eats of it shall bear 
his iniquity. 

19 “Flesh that touches any unclean 
thing shall not be eaten; it shall be 
burned with fire. All who are clean may 
eat flesh, 2( > but the person who eats of 
the flesh of the sacrifice of the Lord's 
peace offerings while an uncleanness is 
on him, that person shall be cut off from 
his people. 2f And if any one touches an 
unclean thing, whether the uncleanness 
of man or an unclean beast or any un¬ 
clean abomination, and then eats of the 
flesh of the sacrifice of the Lord’s peace 
offerings, that person shall be cut off 
from his people.” 

22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Say 
to the people of Israel, You shall eat no 
fat, of ox, or sheep, or goat. 24 The 
fat of an animal that dies of itself, and 
the fat of one that is tom by beasts, may 
be put to any other use, but on no ac- 
8.1-36: Ex 29.1-37. 


count shall you eat it. 25 For every per¬ 
son who cats of the fat of an animal of 
which an offering by fire is made to the 
Lord shall be cut off from his people. 
26 Moreover you shall eat no blood 
whatever, whether of fowl or of animal, 
in any of your dwellings. 27 Whoever 
eats any blood, that person shall be cut 
off from his people.” 

28 The Lord said to Moses, 29 “Say 
to the people of Israel, He that offers 
the sacrifice of his peace offerings to 
the Lord shall bring his offering to the 
Lord; from the sacrifice of his peace 
offerings 30 he shall bring with his own 
hands the offerings by fire to the Lord; 
he shall bring the fat with the breast, 
that the breast may be waved as a wave 
offering before the Lord. 31 The priest 
shall bum the fat on the altar, but the 
breast shall be for Aaron and his sons. 
32 And the right thigh you shall give to 
the priest as an offering from the sacri¬ 
fice of your peace offerings; 33 he among 
the sons of Aaron who offers the blood 
of the peace offerings and the fat shall 
have the right thigh for a portion. 34 For 
the breast that is waved and the thigh 
that is offered I have taken from the 
people of Israel, out of the sacrifices of 
their peace offerings, and have given 
them to Aaron the priest and to his 
sons, as a perpetual due from the people 
of Israel. 35 This is the portion of 
Aaron and of his sons from the offerings 
made by fire to the Lord, consecrated 
to them on the day they were presented 
to serve as priests of the Lord; 3 <>the 
Lord commanded this to be given them 
by the people of Israel, on the day that 
they were anointed; it is a perpetual due 
throughout their generations. * 

37 This is the law of the burnt offer¬ 
ing, of the cereal offering, of the sin 
offering, of the guilt offering, of the 
consecration, and of the peace offerings, 
38 which the Lord commanded Moses 
on Mount Sinai, on the day that he 
commanded the people of Israel to 
bring their offerings to the Lord, in 
the wilderness of Sinai. 

8 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Take 
Aaron and his sons with him, and 
the garments, and the anointing oil, and 
the bull of the sin offering, and the two 
rams, and the basket of unleavened 
bread; 3 and assemble all the congrega¬ 
tion at the door of the tent of meeting.” 
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4 And Moses did as the Lord com¬ 
manded him; and the congregation was 
assembled at the door of the tent of 
meeting. 

5 And Moses said to the congrega¬ 
tion, “This is the thing which the Lord 
has commanded to be done.” 6 And 
Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and 
washed them with water. 7 And he put 
on him the coat, and girded him with 
the girdle, and clothed him with the 
robe, and put the ephod upon him, and 
girded him with the skilfully woven 
band of the ephod, binding it to him 
therewith. 8 And he placed the breast- 
piece on him, and in the breastpiece he 
put the Urim and the Thummim. 9 And 
he set the turban upon his head, and on 
the turban, in front, he set the golden 
plate, the holy crown, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 

10 Then Moses took the anointing 
oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all 
that was in it, and consecrated them. 
n And he sprinkled some of it on the 
altar seven times, and anointed the 
altar and all its utensils, and the laver 
and its base, to consecrate them. 12 And 
he poured some of the anointing oil on 
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to 
consecrate him. 13 And Moses brought 
Aaron’s sons, and clothed them with 
coats, and girded them with girdles, and 
bound caps on them, as the Lord com¬ 
manded Moses. 

14 Then he brought the bull of the 
sin offering; and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands upon the head of the 
bull of the sin offering. 15 And Moses 
killed it, and took the blood, and with 
his finger put it on the horns of the 
altar round about, and purified the 
altar, and poured out the blood at the 
base of the altar, and consecrated it, to 
make atonement for it. 16 And he took 
all the fat that was on the entrails, and 
the appendage of the liver, and the two 
kidneys with their fat, and Moses 
burned them on the altar. 17 But the 
bull, and its skin, and its flesh, and its 
dung, he burned with fire outside the 
camp, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

18 Then he presented the ram of the 
burnt offering; and Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands on the head of the ram. 
19 And Moses killed it, and threw the 
blood upon the altar round about. 20 And 
when the ram was cut into pieces, 
Moses burned the head and the pieces 


and the fat. 21 And when the entrails and 
the legs were washed with water, Moses 
burned the whole ram on the altar, as a 
burnt offering, a pleasing odour, an of¬ 
fering by fire to the Lord, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 

22 Then he presented the other ram, 
the ram of ordination; and Aaron and 
his sons laid their hands on the head of 
the ram. 23 And Moses killed it, and took 
some of its blood and put it on the tip 
of Aaron’s right ear and on the thumb 
of his right hand and on the great toe of 
his right foot. 24 And Aaron’s sons were 
brought, and Moses put some of the 
blood on the tips of their right ears and 
on the thumbs of their right hands and 
on the great toes of their right feet; and 
Moses threw the blood upon the altar 
round about. 25 Then he took the fat, 
and the fat tail, and all the fat that was 
on the entrails, and the appendage of 
the liver, and the two kidneys with their 
fat, and the right thigh; 26 and out of the 
basket of unleavened bread which was 
before the Lord he took one unleavened 
cake, and one cake of bread with oil, and 
one wafer, and placed them on the fat 
and on the right thigh; 27 and he put 
all these in the hands of Aaron and in 
the hands of his sons, and waved them 
as a wave offering before the Lord. 
28 Then Moses took them from their 
hands, and burned them on the altar 
with the burnt offering, as an ordination 
offering, a pleasing odour, an offering by 
fire to the Lord. 29 And Moses took the 
breast, and waved it for a wave offering 
before the Lord; it was Moses* portion 
of the ram of ordination, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 

30 Then Moses took some of the 
anointing oil and of the blood which 
was on the altar, and sprinkled it upon 
Aaron and his garments, and also upon 
his sons and his sons’ garments; so he 
consecrated Aaron and his garments, 
and his sons and his sons’ garments 
with him. 

31 And Moses said to Aaron and his 
sons, “Boil the flesh at the door of the 
tent of meeting, and there eat it and the 
bread that is in the basket of ordination 
offerings, as I commanded, saying, 
‘Aaron and his sons shall eat it'; 32 and 
what remains of the flesh and the bread 
you shall bum with fire. 33 And you shall 
not go out from the door of the tent of 
meeting for seven days, until the days of 
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your ordination are completed, for it 
will take seven days to ordain you. 34 As 
has been done today, the Lord has com¬ 
manded to be done to make atonement 
for you. 35 At the door of the tent of 
meeting you shall remain day and night 
for seven days, performing what the 
Lord has charged, lest you die; for so I 
am commanded.” 3(> And Aaron and his 
sons did all the things which the Lord 
commanded by Moses. 

On the eighth day Moses called 
Aaron and his sons and the elders of 
Israel ; 2 and he said to Aaron, “Take 
a bull calf for a sin offering, and a ram 
for a burnt offering, both without 
blemish, and offer them before the 
Lord. 3 And say to the people of Israel, 
‘Take a male goat for a sin offering, and 
a calf and a lamb, both a year old with¬ 
out blemish, for a burnt offering, 4 and 
an ox and a ram for peace offerings, to 
sacrifice before the Lord, and a cereal 
offering mixed with oil; for today the 
Lord will appear to you.* ” 5 And they 
brought what Moses commanded be¬ 
fore the tent of meeting; and all the 
congregation drew near and stood be¬ 
fore the Lord. 6 And Moses said, “This 
is the thing which the Lord com¬ 
manded you to do; and the glory of the 
Lord will appear to you.” 7 Then 
Moses said to Aaron, “Draw near to the 
altar, and offer your sin offering and 
your burnt offering, and make atone¬ 
ment for yourself and for the people; 
and bring the offering of the people, and 
make atonement for them; as the Lord 
has commanded.” 

8 So Aaron drew near to the altar, and 
killed the calf of the sin offering, which 
was for himself. 9 And the sons of Aaron 
presented the blood to him, and he 
dipped his finger in the blood and put 
it on the horns of the altar, and poured 
out the blood at the base of the altar; 
10 but the fat and the kidneys and the 
appendage of the liver from the sin 
offering he burned upon the altar, as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 11 The flesh 
and the skin he burned with fire outside 
the camp. 

12 And he killed the burnt offering; 
and Aaron’s sons delivered to him the 
blood, and he threw it on the altar round 
about. 13 And they delivered the burnt 
offering to him, piece by piece, and the 
head; and he burned them upon the 
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altar. ,4 And he washed the entrails and 
the legs, and burned them with the 
burnt offering on the altar. 

15 Then he presented the people’s 
offering, and took the goat of the sin 
offering which was for the people, and 
killed it, and offered it for sin, like the 
first sin offering. 16 And he presented the 
burnt offering, and offered it according 
to the ordinance. 17 And he presented 
the cereal offering, and filled his hand 
from it, and burned it upon the altar, 
besides the burnt offering of the 
morning. 

18 He killed the ox also and the ram, 
the sacrifice of peace offerings for the 
people; and Aaron's sons delivered to 
him the blood, which he threw upon the 
altar round about, 19 and the fat of the 
ox and of the ram, the fat tail, and that 
which covers the entrails, and the kid¬ 
neys, and the appendage of the liver; 

20 and they put the fat upon the breasts, 
and he burned the fat upon the altar, 

21 but the breasts and the right thigh 
Aaron waved for a wave offering before 
the Lord; as Moses commanded. 

22 Then Aaron lifted up his hands 
toward the people and blessed them; 
and he came down from offering the 
sin offering and the burnt offering and 
the peace offerings. 23 And Moses and 
Aaron went into the tent of meeting; 
and when they came out they blessed 
the people, and the glory of the Lord 
appeared to all the people. ^And fire 
came forth from before the Lord and 
consumed the burnt offering and the fat 
upon the altar; and when all the people 
saw it, they shouted, and fell on their 
faces. 

1A Now Nadab and Abiliu, the 
XI/ sons of Aaron, each took his 
censer, and put fire in it, and laid in¬ 
cense on it, and offered unholy fire be¬ 
fore the Lord, such as he had not com¬ 
manded them. 2 And fire came forth 
from the presence of the Lord and de¬ 
voured them, and they died before the 
Lord. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron, 
“This is what the Lord has said, ‘I will 
show myself holy among those who are 
near me, and before all the people I will 
be glorified,’ ” And Aaron held his 
peace. 

4 And Moses called Mish'a-el and 
Elza'phan, the sons of Uz'ziel the uncle 
of Aaron, and said to them, “Draw near. 
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carry your brethren from before the offering in the place of the sanctuary, 
sanctuary out of the camp.” 5 So they since it is a thing most holy and has been 
drew near, and carried them in their given to you that you may bear the 
coats out of the camp, as Moses had iniquity of the congregation, to make 
said. 6 And Moses said to Aaron and to atonement for them before the Lord? 
Elea'zar and Ith'amar, his sons, “Do *8 Behold, its blood was not brought in- 
not let the hair of your heads hang loose, to the inner part of the sanctuary. You 
and do not rend your clothes, lest you certainly ought to have eaten it in the 
die, and lest wrath come upon all the sanctuary., as I commanded.” 19 And 
congregation; but your brethren, the Aaron said to Moses, “Behold^ today 
whole house of Israel, may bewail the they have offered their sin offering and 
burning which die Lord has kindled, their burnt offering before the Lord; 
7 And do not go out from the door of the and yet such things as these have be- 
tent of meeting, lest you die; for the fallen me! If I had eaten the sin offer- 
anointing oil of die Lord is upon you.” ing today, would it have been acceptable 
And they did according to the word of in the sight of the l.ORD?” 20 And when 
Moses. Moses heard that, he was content. 

8 And the Lord spoke to Aaron, say- *g *f And the Lord said to Moses 
ing, 9 “Drink no wine nor strong drink, XX and Aaron, 2 “Say to the people 
you nor your sons with you, when you of Israel, These are the living things 
go into the tent of meeting, lest you die; which you may eat among all the beasts 
it shall be a statute for ever throughout that are on the earth. 3 Whatever parts 
your generations. 10 You are to dis- the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews 
tinguish between the holy and the the cud, among the animals, you may 
common, and between the unclean and eat. 4 Nevertheless among those that 
the clean; 11 and you are to teach the chew the cud or part the hoof, you shall 
people of Israel all the statutes which not cat these: The camel, because it 
the Lord has spoken to them by chews the cud but does not part the 
Moses.” hoof, is unclean to you. 5 And the rock 

12 And Moses said to Aaron and to badger, because it chews the cud but 
Elea'zar and Ith'amar, his sons who does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 
were left, “Take the cereal offering that 6 And the hare, because it chews the 
remains of the offerings by fire to the cud but does not part the hoof, is un- 
Lord, and eat it unleavened beside the clean to you. 7 And the swine, because 
altar, for it is most holy; 13 you shall eat it parts the hoof and is cloven-footed 
it in a holy place, because it is your due but does not chew the cud, is unclean 
and your sons* due, from the offerings to you. 8 Of their flesh you shall not 
by fire to the Lord; for so I am com- eat, and their carcasses you shall not 
manded. 14 But the breast that is waved touchjthey are unclean to you. 
and the thigh that is offered you shall eat 9 “These you may eat, of all that are 

in any dean place, you and your sons in the waters. Everything in the waters 
and your daughters with you; for they that has fins and scales, whether in the 
are given as your due and your sons’ seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10 But 
due, from the sacrifices of the peace anything in the seas or the rivers that 
offerings of the people of Israel. » The has not fins and scales, of the swarming 
thigh that is offered and the breast that creatures in the waters and of the living 
is waved they shall bring with the of- creatures that are in the waters, is an 
ferings by fixe of the fat, to wave for a abomination to you. 11 They snail re¬ 
wave offering before the Lord, and it main an abomination to you; of their 
shall be yours, and your sons* with you, flesh you shall not eat* and their car- 
as a due for ever; as the Lord has com- casses you shall have m abomination, 
manded.” 12 Everything in the waters that has not 

16 Now Moses diligently inquired fins and scales is an abomination to you. 
about the goat of the sin offering, and 13 “And these you shall have in 
behold, it was burned! And he was abomination among the birds, they 
angry with Elea'zar and Ith'amar, the shall not be eaten, they are an abomina- 
sons of Aaron who were left, saying, tion: the eagle, the vulture, the osprey, 
17 “Why have you not eaten the sin 14 the kite, the falcon according to its 

10.9: Bzek 44.21. 10.12-13: Lev 6.14-18. 10.14-15: Lev 7.30-34. 11.2-47: Deut 14.3-21. 
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kind, 15 every raven according to Its come, shall be unclean; and all drink 


kind, the ostrich, the nighthawk, the 
sea gull, the hawk according to its kind, 
1 7 the owl, the cormorant, the ibis, 18 the 
water hen, the pelican, the carrion 
vulture, 19 the stork, the heron accord¬ 
ing to its kind, the hoopoe, and the bat. 

20 “All winged insects that go upon 
all fours are an abomination to you. 
21 Yet among the winged insects that go 
on all fours you may eat those which 
have legs above their feet, with which to 
leap on the earth. 22 Of them you may 
eat: the locust according to its kind, the 
bald locust according to its kind, the 
cricket according to its kind, and the 
grasshopper according to its kind. 
23 But all other winged insects which 
have four feet are an abomination to 
you. 

24 “And by these you shall become 
unclean; whoever touches their carcass 
shall be unclean until the evening, 
25 and whoever carries any part of their 
carcass shall wash his clothes and be 
unclean until the evening. 26 Every 
animal which parts the hoof but is not 
cloven-footed or does not chew the cud 
is unclean to you; every one who 
touches them shall be unclean. 27 And 
all that go on their paws, among the 
animals that go on all fours, are unclean 
to you; whoever touches their carcass 
shall be unclean until the evening, 
28 and he who carries their carcass shall 
wash his clothes and be unclean until 
the evening; they are unclean to you. 

29 “And these are unclean to you 
among the swarming things that swarm 
upon the earth: the weasel, the mouse, 
the great lizard according to its kind, 
30 the gecko, the land crocodile, the 
lizard, the sand lizard, and the cha¬ 
meleon. 31 These are unclean to you 
among all that swarm; whoever touches 
them when they are dead shall be un¬ 
clean until the evening. 32 And anything 
upon which any of them falls when they 
are dead shall be unclean, whether it is 
an article of wood or a garment or a skin 
or a sack, any vessel that is used for any 
purpose; it must be put into water, and 
it shall be undean until the evening; 
then it shall be dean. 33 And if any of 
them falls into any earthen vessel, all 
that is in it shall be undean, and you 
shall break it. 34 Any food in it which 
may be eaten, upon which water may 
1L44-45: Lev 19.2; 20.7,26; 1 Pet 1.16. 12.1-8: Lk J 


which may be drunk from every such 
vessel shall be unclean. 35 And every¬ 
thing upon which any part of their 
carcass falls shall be unclean; whether 
oven or stove, it shall be broken in 
pieces; they are unclean, and shall be 
unclean to you. 36 Nevertheless a spring 
or a cistern holding water shall be dean; 
but whatever touches their carcass shall 
be unclean. 37 And if any part of their 
carcass falls upon any seed for sowing 
that is to be sown, it is dean; 38 but if 
water is put on the seed and any part of 
their carcass falls on it, it is unclean to 
you. 

39 “And if any animal of which you 
may eat dies, he who touches its carcass 
shall be unclean until the evening, 
40 and he who eats of its carcass shall 
wash his clothes and be unclean until 
the evening; he also who carries the 
carcass shall wash his clothes and be 
unclean until the evening. 

41 “Every swarming thing that 
swarms upon the earth is an abomina¬ 
tion ; it shall not be eaten. 42 Whatever 
goes on its belly, and whatever goes on 
all fours, or whatever has many feet, 
all the swarming things that swarm 
upon the earth, you shall not eat; for 
they are an abomination. 43 You shall 
not make yourselves abominable with 
any swarming thing that swarms; and 
you shall not defile yourselves with 
them, lest you become unclean. 44 For I 
am the Lord your God; consecrate 
yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I 
am holy. You shall not defile yoursdves 
with any swarming thing that crawls 
upon the earth. 45 For I am the Lord 
who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt, to be your God; you shall there¬ 
fore be holy, for I am holy.” 

46 This is the law pertaining to beast 
and bird and every living creature that 
moves through the waters and every 
creature that swarms upon the earth, 
47 to make a distinction between the 
unclean and the dean and between the 
living creature that may be eaten and 
the living creature that may not be 
eaten. 

The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Say 
to the people of Israd, If a wom¬ 
an conceives, and bears a male child, 
then she shall be unclean seven days; 
as at the time of her menstruation, she 

.22-24. 
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shall be unclean. 3 And on the eighth day 
the flesh of his foreskin shall be cir¬ 
cumcised. 4 Then she shall continue for 
thirty-three days in the blood of her 
purifying; she shall not touch any 
hallowed thing, nor come into the 
sanctuary, until the days of her purify¬ 
ing are completed. 5 But if she bears a 
female child, then she shall be unclean 
two weeks, as in her menstruation; and 
she shall continue in the blood of her 
purifying for sixty-six days. 

6 “And when the days of her purify¬ 
ing are completed, whether for a son or 
for a daughter, she shall bring to the 
priest at the door of the tent of meeting 
a lamb a year old for a burnt offering, 
and a young pigeon or a turtledove for a 
sin offering, 7 and he shall offer it before 
the Lord, and make atonement for her; 
then she shall be clean from the flow of 
her blood. This is the law for her who 
bears a child, either male or female. 
8 And if she cannot afford a lamb, then 
she shall take two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons, one for a burnt offering 
and the other for a sin offering; and the 
priest shall make atonement for her, and 
she shall be clean.” 

B The Lord said to Moses and 
Aaron, 2 “When a man has on 
the skin of his body a swelling or an 
eruption or a spot, and it turns into a 
leprous disease on the skin of his body, 
then he shall be brought to Aaron the 

F riest or to one of his sons the priests, 
and the priest shall examine the dis¬ 
eased spot on the skin of his body; and 
if the hair in the diseased spot has 
turned white and the disease appears to 
be deeper than the skin of his body, it is 
a leprous disease; when the priest has 
examined him he shall pronounce him 
unclean. 4 But if the spot is white in the 
skin of his body, and appears no deeper 
than the skin, and the hair in it has not 
turned white, the priest shall shut up 
the diseased person for seven days; 

5 and the priest shall examine him on 
the seventh day, and if in his eyes the 
disease is checked and the disease has 
not spread in the skin, then the priest 
shall shut him up seven days more; 

6 and the priest shall examine him again 
on the seventh day, and if the diseased 
spot is dim and the disease has not 
spread in the skin, then the priest shall 
pronounce him clean; it is only an 
eruption; and he shall wash his clothes, 
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and be dean. 7 But if the eruption 
spreads in the skin, after he has shown 
himself to the priest for his deansing, he 
shall appear again before the priest; 
8 and the priest shall make an examina¬ 
tion, and if the eruption has spread in 
the skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is leprosy. 

9 “When a man is afflicted with 
leprosy, he shall be brought to the 
priest; 10 and the priest shall make an 
examination, and if there is a white 
swelling in the skin, which has turned 
the hair white, and there is quick raw 
flesh in the swelling, 11 it is a chronic 
leprosy in the skin of his body, and the 
priest shall pronounce him unclean; he 
shall not shut him up, for he is unclean. 
12 And if the leprosy breaks out in the 
skin, so that the leprosy covers all the 
skin of the diseased person from head 
to foot, so far as the priest can see, 
13 then the priest shall make an exami¬ 
nation, and if the leprosy has covered 
all his body, he shall pronounce him 
clean of the disease; it has all turned 
white, and he is clean. 14 But when raw 
flesh appears on him, he shall be un¬ 
clean. 15 And the priest shall examine the 
raw flesh, and pronounce him unclean; 
raw flesh is unclean, for it is leprosy. 
16 But if the raw flesh turns again and is 
changed to white, then he shall come 
to the priest, 17 and the priest shall 
examine him, and if the disease has 
turned white, then the priest shall pro¬ 
nounce the diseased person dean; he is 
dean. 

18 “And when there is in the skin of 
one’s body a boil that has healed, 19 and 
in the place of the boil there comes a 
white swelling or a reddish-white spot, 
then it shall be shown to the priest; 
20 and the priest shall make an exami¬ 
nation, and if it appears deeper than the 
skin and its hair has turned white, then 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean; 
it is the disease of leprosy, it has broken 
out in the boil. 21 But if the priest ex¬ 
amines it, and the hair on it is not white 
and it is not deeper than the skin, but 
is dim, then the priest shall shut him 
up seven days; 22 and if it spreads in the 
skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is diseased. 23 But if the 
spot remains in one place and does not 
spread, it is the scar of the boil; and 
the priest shall pronounce him dean. 

24 “Or, when the body has a bum on 
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its skin and the raw flesh of the burn 
becomes a spot, reddish-white or white, 

25 the priest shall examine it, and if the 
hair in the spot has turned white and it 
appears deeper than the skin, then it is 
leprosy; it has broken out in the bum, 
and the priest shall pronounce him un¬ 
clean; it is a leprous disease . 26 But if the 
priest examines it, and the hair in the 
spot is not white and it is no deeper 
than the skin, but is dim, the priest shall 
shut him up seven days, 27 and the 
priest shall examine him the seventh 
day; if it is spreading in the skin, then 
the priest shall pronounce him unclean; 
it is a leprous disease. 28 But if the spot 
remains in one place and does not 
spread in the skin, but is dim, it is a 
swelling from the bum, and the priest 
shall pronounce him clean; for it is the 
scar of the burn. 

29 “When a man or woman has a 
disease on the head or the beard, 30 the 
priest shall examine the disease; and if 
it appears deeper than the skin, and the 
hair in it is yellow and thin, then the 
priest shall pronounce him unclean; it 
is an itch, a leprosy of the head or the 
beard. 31 And if the priest examines the 
itching disease, and it appears no deeper 
than the skin and there is no black hair 
in it, then the priest shall shut up the 
person with the itching disease for seven 
days, 32 and on the seventh day the 
priest shall examine the disease; and 
if the itch has not spread, and there 
is in it no yellow hair, and the itch 
appears to be no deeper than the skin, 
"then he shall shave himself, but the 
itch he shall not shave; and the priest 
shall shut up the person with the itching 
disease for seven days more; 34 and on 
the seventh day the priest shall examine 
the itch, and if the itch has not spread 
in the skin and it appears to be no 
deeper than the skin, then the priest 
shall pronounce him clean; and he shall 
wash his clothes, and be clean. 35 But if 
the itch spreads in the skin after his 
cleansing, 36 then the priest shall ex¬ 
amine him, and if the itch has spread 
in the skin, the priest need not seek for 
the yellow hair; he is unclean. 37 But if 
in his eyes the itch is checked, and 
black hair has grown in it, the itch is 
healed, he is clean; and the priest shall 
pronounce him clean. 

38 “When a man dr a woman has 
spots on the skin of the body, white 
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spots, 39 the priest shall make an ex¬ 
amination, and if the spots on the skin 
of the body are of a dull white, it is 
tetter that has broken out in the skin; 
he is clean. 

40 “If a man’s hair has fallen from his 
head, he is bald but he is clean. 41 And 
if a man’s hair has fallen from his fore¬ 
head and temples, he has baldness of the 
forehead but he is clean. 42 But if there 
is on the bald head or the bald forehead 
a reddish-white diseased spot, it is 
leprosy breaking out on his bald head 
or his bald forehead. 43 Then the priest 
shall examine him, and if the diseased 
swelling is reddish-white on his bald 
head or on his bald forehead, like the 
appearance of leprosy in the skin of the 
body, 44 he is a leprous man, he is un¬ 
clean; the priest must pronounce him 
unclean; his disease is on his head. 

45 “The leper who has the disease 
shall wear torn clothes and let the hair 
of his head hang loose, and he shall 
cover his upper lip and cry, ‘Unclean, 
unclean.* 4 °He shall remain unclean 
as long as he has the disease; he is un¬ 
clean; he shall dwell alone in a habita¬ 
tion outside the camp. 

47 “When there is a leprous disease 
in a garment, whether a woollen or a 
linen garment, 48 in warp or woof of 
linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything 
made of skin, 49 if the disease shows 
greenish or reddish in the garment, 
whether in warp or woof or in skin or 
in anything made of skin, it is a leprous 
disease and shall be shown to the priest. 
50 And the priest shall examine the dis¬ 
ease, and shut up that which has the 
disease for seven days; 51 then he shall 
examine the disease on the seventh day. 
If the disease has spread in the garment, 
in warp or woof, or in the skin, whatever 
be the use of the skin, the disease is a 
malignant leprosy; it is unclean. 52 And 
he shall bum die garment, whether 
diseased in waip or woof, woollen or 
linen, or anything of skin, for it is a 
malignant leprosy; it shall be burned in 
the fire. 

53 “And if the priest examines, and 
the disease has not spread in the gar¬ 
ment in warp or woof or in anything of 
skin, 54 then the priest shall command 
that they wash the thing in which is the 
disease, and he shall shut it up seven 
days more; 55 and the priest shall ex¬ 
amine the diseased thing after it has 
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been washed. And if the diseased spot 
has not changed colour, though the 
disease has not spread, it is unclean; you 
shall bum it in the lire, whether the 
leprous spot is on the back or on the 
front. 

56 “But if the priest examines, and 
the disease is dim after it is washed, he 
shall tear the spot out of the garment or 
the skin or the warp or woof; 57 then if 
it appears again in the garment, in 
warp or woof, or in anything of skin, it 
is spreading; you shall bum with fire 
that in which is the disease. 58 But the 
garment, warp or woof, or anything of 
skin from which the disease departs 
when you have washed it, shall then be 
washed a second time, and be clean.” 

59 This is the law for a leprous dis¬ 
ease in a garment of wool or linen, 
either in warp or woof, or in anything 
of skin, to decide whether it is clean 
or unclean. 

i A The Lord said to Moses, 
AT* 2 “This shall be the law of the 
leper for the day of his cleansing. He 
shall be brought to the priest; 3 and the 
priest shall go out of the camp, and the 
priest shall make an examination. Then, 
if the leprous disease is healed in the 
leper, 4 the priest shall command them 
to take for him who is to be cleansed 
two living clean birds and cedarwood 
and scarlet stuff and hyssop; 5 and the 
priest shall command them to kill one 
of the birds in an earthen vessel over 
running water. He shall take the living 
bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet 
stuff and the hyssop, and dip them and 
the living bird in the blood of the bird 
that was killed over the running water; 
7 and he shall sprinkle it seven times 
upon him who is to be cleansed of 
leprosy; then he shall pronounce him 
clean, and shall let the living bird go 
into the open field. 8 And he who is to 
be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and 
shave off all his hair, and bathe himself 
in water, and he shall be clean; and after 
that he shall come into the camp, but 
shall dwell outside his tent seven days. 
9 And on the seventh day he shall shave 
all his hair off his head; he shall shave 
off his beard and his eyebrows, all his 
hair. Then he shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe his body in water, and he 
shall be clean. 

10 “And on the eighth day he shall 

14J2-321 Mt 8.4; Mk 1.44; Lk 5.14; 17.14. 


take two male lambs without blemish, 
and one ewe lamb a year old without 
blemish, and a cereal offering of three 
tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil, and one log of oil. ll And the 
priest who cleanses him shall set the 
man who is to be cleansed and these 
things before the Lord, at the door of 
the tent of meeting. 12 And the priest 
shall take one of the male lambs, and 
offer it for a guilt offering, along with 
the log of oil, and wave them for a wave 
offering before the Lord; 13 and he shall 
kill the lamb in the place where they kill 
the sin offering and the burnt offering, 
the holy place; for the guilt offering, 
like the sin offering, belongs to the 
priest; it is most holy. 14 The priest shall 
take some of the blood of the guilt offer¬ 
ing, and the priest shall put it on the 
tip of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the great toe of his right 
foot. 15 Then the priest shall take some 
of the log of oil, and pour it into the 
palm of his own left hand, 16 and dip his 
right finger in the oil that is in his left 
hand, and sprinkle some oil with his 
finger seven times before the Lord. 
17 And some of the oil that remains in 
his hand the priest shall put on the tip 
of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the great toe of his right 
foot, upon the blood of the guilt offer¬ 
ing; 18 and the rest of the off that is in 
the priest’s hand he shall put on the 
head of him who is to be cleansed. Then 
the priest shall make atonement for him 
before the Lord. 19 The priest shall 
offer the sin offering, to make atone¬ 
ment for him who is to be cleansed 
from his uncleanness. And afterward he 
shall kill the burnt offering; 20 and the 
priest shall offer the burnt offering and 
the cereal offering on the altar. Thus the 
priest shall make atonement for him, 
and he shall be clean. 

21 “But if he is poor and cannot 
afford so much, then he shall take one 
male lamb for a guilt offering to be 
waved, to make atonement for him, and 
a tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil for a cereal offering, and a log 
of oil; 22 also two turtledoves or two 
young pigeons, such as he can afford; 
the one shall be a sin offering and the 
other a burnt offering. 23 And on the 
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eighth day he shall bring them for his 
cleansing to the priest, to the door of 
the tent of meeting, before the Lord; 

34 and the priest shall take the lamb of 
the guilt offering, and the log of oil, and 
the priest shall wave them for a wave 
offering before the Lord. 25 And he shall 
kill the lamb of the guilt offering; and 
the priest shall take some of the blood of 
the guilt offering, and put it on the tip 
of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, and on the thumb of his right 
hand, and on the great toe of his right 
foot. 26 And the priest shall pour some 
of the oil into the palm of his own left 
hand; 27 and shall sprinkle with his 
right finger some of the oil that is in his 
left hand seven times before the Lord; 

28 and the priest shall put some of the 
oil that is in his hand on the tip of the 
right ear of him who is to be cleansed, 
and on the thumb of his right hand, and 
the great toe of his right foot, in the 
place where the blood of the guilt 
offering was put; 29 and the rest of the 
oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall 
put on the head of him who is to be 
cleansed, to make atonement for him 
before the Lord. 30 And he shall offer, 
of the turtledoves or young pigeons such 
as he can afford, 31 one* for a sin offer¬ 
ing and the other for a burnt offering, 
along with a cereal offering; and the 
priest shall make atonement before the 
Lord for him who is being cleansed. 

32 This is the law for him in whom is a 
leprous disease, who cannot afford the 
offerings for his cleansing.” 

33 The Lord said to Moses and 
Aaron, 34 “When you come into the 
land of Canaan, which I give you for a 
possession, and I put a leprous disease 
in a house in the land of your posses¬ 
sion, 35 then he who owns the house 
shall come and tell the priest, ‘There 
seems to me to be some sort of disease 
in my house.’ 36 Then the priest shall 
command that they empty the house 
before the priest goes to examine the 
disease, lest all that is in the house be 
declared unclean; and afterward the 

J )riest shall go in to see the house. 
7 And he shall examine the disease; and 
if the disease is in the walls of the 
house with greenish or reddish spots, 
and if it appears to be deeper than the 
surface, 38 then the priest shall go out 
of the house to the door of the house, 

* Gk Syr: Heb afford,&mch as he can afford, one 


LEVITICUS 14 

and shut up the house seven days. 39 And 
the priest shall come again on the sev¬ 
enth day, and look; and if the disease 
has spread in the walls of the house, 
40 then the priest shall command that 
they take out the stones in which is the 
disease and throw them into an unclean 
place outside the city; 41 and he shall 
cause the inside of die house to be 
scraped round about, and the plaster 
that they scrape off they shall pour into 
an unclean place outside the city; 
42 then they shall take other stones and 
put them in the place of those stones, 
and he shall take other plaster and. 
plaster the house. 

43 “If the disease breaks out again 
in the house, after he has taken out the 
stones and scraped the house and plas¬ 
tered it, 44 then the priest shall go and 
look; and if the disease has spread in the 
house, it is a malignant leprosy in the 
house; it is unclean. 45 And he shall 
break down the house, its stones and 
timber and all the plaster of the house; 
and he shall carry them forth out of the 
city to an unclean place. 46 Moreover he 
who enters the house while it is shut up 
shall be unclean until the evening; 
47 and he who lies down in the house 
shall wash his clothes; and he who eats 
in the house shall wash his clothes. 

48 “But if the priest comes and makes 
an examination, and the disease has not 
spread in the house after the house was 
plastered, then the priest shall pro¬ 
nounce the house clean, for the disease 
is healed. 49 And for the cleansing of the 
house he shall take two small birds, with 
cedarwood and scarlet stuff and hyssop, 
so and shall kill one of the birds in an 
earthen vessel over running water, 
51 and shall take the cedarwood and the 
hyssop and the scarlet stuff, along with 
the living bird, and dip them in the 
blood of the bird that was killed and in 
the running water, and sprinkle the 
house seven times. 52 Thus he shall 
cleanse the house with the blood of the 
bird, and with the running water, and 
with the living bird, and with the cedar¬ 
wood and hyssop and scarlet stuff; 
53 and he shall let the living bird go out 
of the city into the open field; so he 
shall make atonement for the house, and 
it shall be clean.” 

54 This is the law for any leprous 
disease: for an itch, 55 for leprosy in a 
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garment or in a house, 56 and for a 
swelling or an eruption or a spot, 57 to 
show when it is unclean and when it is 
clean. This is the law for leprosy. 

*1 ff The Lord said to Moses and 
1J Aaron, 2 “Say to the people of Is¬ 
rael, When any man has a discharge from 
his body, his discharge is unclean. 3 And 
this is the law of his unclcanness for a 
discharge: whether his body runs with 
his discharge, or his body is stopped 
from discharge, it is uncleanness in him. 
4 Every bed on which he who has the 
discharge lies shall be unclean ; and 
everything on which he sits shall be 
unclean. 5 And any one who touches his 
bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and be unclean until 
the evening. 6 And whoever sits on 
anything on which he who has the dis¬ 
charge has sat shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe himself in water, and be un¬ 
clean until the evening. 7 And whoever 
touches the body of him who has the 
discharge shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the evening. 8 And if he who has 
the discharge spits on one who is clean, 
then he shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and be unclean until 
the evening. 9 And any saddle on which 
he who has the discharge rides shall be 
unclean. 10 And whoever touches any¬ 
thing that was under him shall be un¬ 
clean until the evening; and he who 
carries such a thing shall wash his 
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and 
be unclean until the evening. ^Any 
one whom he that has the discharge 
touches without having rinsed his hands 
in water shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the evening. 12 And the earthen 
vessel which he who has the discharge 
touches shall be broken; and every 
vessel of wood shall be rinsed in water. 

13 “And when he who has a dis¬ 
charge is cleansed of his discharge, 
then he shall count for himself seven 
days for his cleansing, and wash his 
clothes; and he shall bathe his body in 
tunning water, and shall be dean. 
l4 And on the eighth day he shall take 
two turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
and come before the Lord to the door 
of the tent of meeting, and give them 
to the priest; *5 and the priest shall 
offer them, one for a sin offering and the 

1&24i Lev 18.19; 20.18. 


other for a burnt offering; and the 
priest shall make atonement for him 
before the Lord for his discharge. 

16 “And if a man has an emission of 
semen, he shall bathe his whole body 
in water, and be unclean until the 
evening. 17 And every garment and 
every skin on which the semen comes 
shall be washed with water, and be un¬ 
clean until the evening. 18 If a man lies 
with a woman and has an emission of 
semen, both of them shall bathe them¬ 
selves in water, and be unclean until 
the evening. 

19 “When a woman has a discharge 
of blood which is her regular discharge 
from her body, she shall be in her 
impurity for seven days, and whoever 
touches her shall be unclean until the 
evening. 20 And everything upon which 
she lies during her impurity shall be 
unclean; everything also upon which 
she sits shall be unclean. 21 And whoever 
touches her bed shall wash his clothes, 
and bathe himself in water, and be un¬ 
clean until the evening. 22 And whoever 
touches anything upon which she sits 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself 
in water, and be unclean until the eve¬ 
ning; 23 whether it is the bed or any¬ 
thing upon which she sits, when he 
touches it he shall be unclean until the 
evening. 24 And if any man lies with 
her, and her impurity is on him, he shall 
be unclean seven days; and every bed 
on which he lies shall be unclean. 

25 “If a woman has a discharge of 
blood for many days, not at the time of 
her impurity, or if she has a discharge 
beyond the time of her impurity, all the 
days of the discharge she shall continue 
in uncleanness; as in the days of her 
impurity, she shall be unclean. 26 Every 
bed on which she lies, all the days of her 
discharge, shall be to her as the bed of 
her impurity; and everything on which 
she sits shall be unclean, as in the un¬ 
cleanness of her impurity. 27 And who¬ 
ever touches these things shall be un¬ 
clean, and shall wash ms clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the evening. 2 » But if she is 
cleansed of her disdiarge, she shall 
count for herself seven days, and after 
that she shall be clean. 29 And on the 
eighth day she shall take two turtledoves 
or two y 9 ung pigeons, and bring them 
to the pnest, to the door of the tent of 
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meeting. 30 And the priest shall offer one 
for a sin offering and the other for a 
burnt offering; and the priest shall make 
atonement for her before the Lord for 
her unclean discharge. 

31 “Thus you shall keep the people 
of Israel separate from their unclean¬ 
ness, lest they die in their uncleanness 
by defiling my tabernacle that is. in 
their midst.” 

32 This is the law for him who has a 
discharge and for him who has an emis¬ 
sion of semen, becoming unclean there¬ 
by; 33 also for her who is sick with her 
impurity; that is, for any one, male or 
female, who has a discharge, and for the 
man who lies with a woman who is 
unclean. 

*| /T The Lord spoke to Moses, after 
XU the death of the two sons of 
Aaron, when they drew near before the 
Lord and died; 2 and the Lord said to 
Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to 
come at all times into the holy place 
within the veil, before the mercy seat 
which is upon the ark, lest he die; for I 
will appear in the cloud upon the mercy 
seat. 3 But thus shall Aaron come into 
the holy place: with a young bull for a 
sin offering and a ram for a burnt 
offering. 4 He shall put on the holy 
linen coat, and shall have the linen 
breeches on his body, be girded with 
the linen girdle, and wear the linen 
turban; these are the holy garments. He 
shall bathe his body in water, and then 
put them on. 5 And he shall take from 
the congregation of the people of Israel 
two male goats for a sin offering, and 
one ram for a burnt offering. 

6 “And Aaron shall offer the bull as a 
sin offering for himself, and shall make 
atonement for himself and for his house. 

7 Then he shall take the two goats, and 
set them before the Lord at the door of 
the tent of meeting; 8 and Aaron shall 
cast lots upon the two goats, one lot for 
the Lord and the other lot for Aza'zel. 

9 And Aaron shall present the goat on 
which the lot fell for the Lord, and 
offer it as a sin offering; 10 but the goat 
on which the lot fell for Aza'zel shall be 
presented alive before the Lord to make 
atonement over it, that it may be sent 
away into the wilderness to Aza'zel. 

11 “Aaron shall present the bull as 
a sin offering for himself, and shall make 
atonement for himself and for his 

1&2,12: Heb 6.19; 9.7, 25. 


house; he shall kill the bull as a sin of¬ 
fering for himself. 12 And he shall take a 
censer full of coals of fire from the altar 
before the Lord, and two handfuls of 
sweet incense beaten small; and he shall 
bring it within the veil 13 and put the 
incense on the fire before the Lord, 
that the cloud of the incense may cover 
the mercy seat which is upon the testi¬ 
mony, lest he die; 14 and he shall take 
some of the blood of the bull, and 
sprinkle it with his finger on the front of 
the mercy seat, and before the mercy 
seat he shall sprinkle the blood with his 
finger seven times. 

15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the 
sin offering which is for the people, and 
bring its blood within the veil, and do 
with its blood as he did with the blood of 
the bull, sprinkling it upon the mercy 
seat and before the mercy seat; 16 thus he 
shall make atonement for the holy place, 
because of the uncleannesses of the 
people of Israel, and because of their 
transgressions, all their sins; and so he 
shall do for the tent of meeting, which 
abides with them in the midst of their 
uncleannesses. 17 There shall be no man 
in the tent of meeting when he enters to 
make atonement in the holy place until 
he comes out and has made atonement 
for himself and for his house and for all 
the assembly of Israel. 18 Then he shall 
go out to the 3ltar which is before the 
Lord and make atonement for it, and 
shall take some of the blood of the bull 
and of the blood of the goat, and put it 
on the horns of the altar round about. 
19 And he shall sprinkle some of the 
blood upon it with his finger seven 
times, and cleanse it and hallow it from 
the uncleannesses of the people of 
Israel. 

20 “And when he has made an end 
of atoning for the holy place and the 
tent of meeting and the altar, he shall 
present the live goat; 21 and Aaron shall 
lay both his hands upon the head of the 
live goat, and confess over him all the 
iniquities of the people of Israel, and 
all their transgressions, all their sins; 
and he shall put them upon the head of 
the goat, and send him away into the 
wilderness by the hand of a man who is 
in readiness. 22 The goat shall bear all 
their iniquities upon him to a solitary 
land; and he shall let the goat go in the 
wilderness. 
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23 “Then Aaron shall come into the not bring it to the door of the tent of 
tent of meeting, and shall put off the meeting, to offer it as a gift to the Lord 
linen garments which he put on when before the tabernacle .of the Lord, 
he went into the holy place, and shall bloodguilt shall be imputed to that 
leave them there; 24 and he shall bathe man; he has shed blood; and that man 
his body in water in a holy place, and shall be cut off from among his people, 
put on his garments, and come forth, 5 This is to the end that the people of 
and offer his burnt offering and the Israel may bring their sacrifices which 
burnt offering of the people, and make they slay in the open field, that they may 
atonement for himself and for the bring them to the Lord, to the priest at 
people. 25 And the fat of the sin offering the door of the tent of meeting, and slay 
he shall burn upon the altar. 26 And he them as sacrifices of peace offerings to 
who lets the goat go to Aza'zel shall the Lord; 6 and the priest shall sprinkle 
wash his clothes and bathe his body in the blood on the altar of the Lord 
water, and afterward he may come into at the door of the tent of meeting, and 
the camp. 27 And the bull for the sin bum the fat for a pleasing odour to the 
offering and the goat for the sin offer- Lord. 7 So they shall no more slay their 
ing, whose blood was brought in to sacrifices for satyrs, after whom they 
make atonement in the holy place, shall play the harlot. This shall be a statute 
be carried forth outside the camp; their for ever to them throughout their gen- 
skin and their flesh and their dung shall erations. 

be burned with fire. 28 And he who 8 “And you shall say to them. Any 
bums them shall wash his clothes and man of the house of Israel, or of the 
bathe his body in water, and afterward strangers that sojourn among them, 
he may come into the camp. who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice, 

29 “And it shall be a statute to you 9 and does not bring it to the door of the 
for ever that in the seventh month, on tent of meeting, to sacrifice it to the 
the tenth day of the month, you shall Lord; that man shall be cut off from 
afflict yourselves, and shall do no work, his people. 

either the native or the stranger who 10 “If any man of the house of Israel 
sojourns among you; 30 for on this day or of the strangers that sojourn among 
shall atonement be made for you, to them eats any blood, I will set my face 
cleanse you; from all your sins you shall against that person who eats blood, and 
be dean before the Lord. 31 It is a sab- will cut him off from among his people, 
bath of solemn rest to you, and you shall 11 For the life of the flesh is in the 
afflict yourselves; it is a statute for ever, blood; and I have given it for you upon 
32 And the priest who is anointed and the altar to make atonement for your 
consecrated as priest in his father’s souls; for it is the blood that makes 
place shall make atonement, wearing the atonement, by reason of the life, 
holy linen garments; 33 he shall make 12 Therefore I have said to the people of 
atonement for the sanctuary, and he Israel, No person among you shall eat 
shall make atonement for the tent of blood, neither shall any stranger who 
meeting and for the altar, and he shall sojourns among you eat blood. 13 Any 
make atonement for the priests and for man also of the people of Israel, or of 
all the people of the assembly. 34 And the strangers that sojourn among them, 
this shall be an everlasting statute for who takes in hunting any beast or bird 
you, that atonement may be made for that may be eaten shall pour out its 
the people of Israel once in the year blood and cover it with dust, 
because of all their sins.” And Moses 14 “For the life of every creature is 
did as the Lord commanded him. the blood of it;* therefore I have said to 

IT 1 And the Lord said to Moses, the people of Israel, You shall not eat 
A / 2 “Say to Aaron and his sons, and the blood of any creature, for the life of 

to all the people of Israel, This is the every creature is its blood; whoever eats 
thing which the Lord has commanded, it shall be cut off. 15 And every person 
3 If any man of the house of Israel kills that eats what dies of itself or what is 
an ox or a lamb or a goat in the camp, tom by beasts, whether he is a native or 
or kills it outside the camp, 4 and does a sojourner, shall wash his clothes, and 

* Gk Syr Compare Vg: Heb for the life of all flesh, its blood is in its life 
16.27t Heb 13.11. 17.10-16: Lev 3.17; 7.26-27; 19.26; Deut 12.16, 23-25. 
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bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the evening; then he shall be 
clean, w But if he does not wash them 
or bathe his flesh, he shall bear his 
iniquity.** 

IQ And the Lord said to Moses, 
JLO 2 “Say to the people of Israel, 
I am the Lord your God. 3 You shall 
not do as they do in the land of Egypt, 
where you dwelt, and you shall not do 
as they do in the land of Canaan, to 
which I am bringing you. You shall not 
walk in their statutes. 4 You shall do 
my ordinances and keep my statutes and 
walk in them. I am the Lord your God. 
5 You shall therefore keep my statutes 
and my ordinances, by doing which a 
man shall live: I am the Lord. 

6 “None of you shall approach any 
one near of kin to him to uncover 
nakedness. I am the Lord. 7 You shall 
not uncover the nakedness of your fa¬ 
ther, which is the nakedness of your 
mother; she is your mother, you shall 
not uncover her nakedness. 8 You shall 
not uncover the nakedness of your fa¬ 
ther’s wife; it is your father’s nakedness. 

9 You shall not uncover the nakedness 
of your sister, the daughter of your fa¬ 
ther or the daughter of your mother, 
whether bom at home or born abroad. 

10 You shall not uncover the nakedness 
of your son’s daughter or of your daugh¬ 
ter’s daughter, for their nakedness is 
your own nakedness. 11 You shall not un¬ 
cover the nakedness of your father’s 
wife’s daughter, begotten by your fa¬ 
ther, since she is your sister. 12 You 
shall not uncover the nakedness of your 
father’s sister; she is your father’s near 
kinswoman. 13 You shall not uncover 
the nakedness of your mother’s sister, 
for she is your mother’s near kins¬ 
woman. 14 You shall not uncover the 
nakedness of your father’s brother, that 
is, you shall not approach his wife; she 
is your aunt. 15 You shall not uncover 
the nakedness of your daughter-in-law; 
she is your son’s wife, you shall not un¬ 
cover her nakedness. 16 You shall not 
uncover the nakedness of your brother’s 
wife; she is your brother’s nakedness. 
17 You shall not uncover the nakedness 
of a woman and of her daughter, and 
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you shall not take her son’s daughter or 
her daughter’s daughter to uncover her 
nakedness; they are your/ near kins¬ 
women; it is wickedness. 18 And you 
shall not take a woman as a rival wife 
to her sister, uncovering her nakedness 
while her sister is yet alive. 

19 “You shall not approach a woman 
to uncover her nakedness while she is in 
her menstrual uncleanness. 20 And you 
shall not lie carnally with your neigh¬ 
bour’s wife, and defile yourself with her. 
21 You shall not give any of your chil¬ 
dren to devote them by fire to Molech, 
and so profane the name of your God: 
I am the Lord. 22 You shall not lie with 
a male as with a woman; it is an abomi¬ 
nation. 23 And you shall not lie with any 
beast and defile yourself with it, neither 
shall any woman give herself to a beast 
to lie with it: it is perversion. 

24 “Do not defile yourselves by any 
of these things, for by all these the 
nations I am casting out before you de¬ 
filed themselves; 25 and the land became 
defiled, so that I punished its iniquity, 
and the land vomited out its inhabitants. 

26 But you shall keep my statutes and 
my ordinances and do none of these 
abominations, either the native or the 
stranger who sojourns among you 

27 (for all of these abominations the men 
of the land did, who were before you, so 
that the land became defiled); 28 lest the 
land vomit you out, when you defile it, 
as it vomited out the nation that was 
before you. 29 For whoever shall do any 
of these abominations, the persons that 
do them shall be cut off from among 
their people. 30 So keep my charge 
never to practise any of these abomi¬ 
nable customs which were practised be¬ 
fore you, and never to defile yourselves 
by them: I am the Lord your God.” 

1Q And the Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Say to all the congregation of 
the people of Israel, You shall be holy; 
for I the Lord your God am holy. 
3 Every one of you shall revere his 
mother and his father, and you shall 
keep my sabbaths: I am the Lord your 
God. 4 Do not turn to idols or make for 
yourselves molten gods: I am the Lord 
your God. 


/ Gk: Heb lacks your 

18.S: Lk 10.28; Rom 10.5; Gal 3.12. 18.7s Lev 20.11. 18.*, lit Lev 20.17; Deut 27.22. 

18.12: Lev 20.19. 18.14: Lev 20.20. 18.15: Lev 20.12. 18.16: Lev 20.21. 18.17: Lev 20.14. 
18.19: Lev 15.24; 20.18. 18£1: Lev 20.2-5. 18.22: Lev 20.13; Deut 23.18. 

18.23: Ex 22.19; Lev 20.15-16; Deut 27.21. 19.2: Lev 11.44-45; 20.7, 26; 1 Pet 1.16. 

10.3, 30: Ex 20.8, 12; 23.12; 34.21; Deut 5.12-16. 16.4: Ex 20.4; Lev 26.1; Deut 4.15-19; 27.15. 
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5 “When you offer a sacrifice of peace 
offerings to the Lord, you shall offer 
it so that you may be accepted. 6 It shall 
be eaten the same day you offer it, or on 
the morrow; and anything left over until 
the third day shall be burned with fire. 
7 If it is eaten at all on the third day, it 
is an abomination; it will not be ac¬ 
cepted, 8 and every one who eats it 
shall bear his iniquity, because he has 
profaned a holy thing of the Lord; and 
that person shall be cut off from his 
people. 

9 “When you reap the harvest of your 
land, you shall not reap your field to its 
very border, neither shall you gather the 
gleanings after your harvest. 10 And you 
shall not strip your vineyard bare, 
neither shall you gather the fallen 
grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave 
them for the poor and for the sojourner: 
I am the Lord your God. 

11 “You shall not steal, nor deal 
falsely, nor lie to one another. 12 And you 
shall not swear by my name falsely, and 
so profane the name of your God: I am 
the Lord. 

13 “You shall not oppress your 
neighbour or rob him. The wages of a 
hired servant shall not remain with you 
all night until the morning. 14 You shall 
not curse the deaf or put a stumbling 
block before the blind, but you shall 
fear your God: I am the Lord. 

15 “You shall do no injustice in 
judgment; you shall not be partial to 
the poor or defer to the great, but in 
righteousness shall you judge your 
neighbour. 16 You shall not go up and 
down as a slanderer among your people, 
and you shall not stand forth against the 
life* of your neighbour: I am the Lord. 

17 “You shall not hate your brother 
in your heart, but you shall reason with 
your neighbour, lest you bear sin be¬ 
cause or him. 18 You shall not take 
vengeance or bear any grudge against 
the sons of your own people, but you 
shall love your neighbour as yourself: 
I am the Lord. 

19 “You shall keep my statutes. You 
shall not let your cattle breed with a 
different kind; you shall not sow your 


field with two kinds of seed; nor shall 
there come upon you a garment of cloth 
made of two kinds of stuff. 

20 “If a man lies carnally with a 
woman who is a slave, betrothed to an¬ 
other man and not yet ransomed or 

g iven her freedom, an inquiry shall be 
eld. They shall not be put to death, 
because she was not free;« but he shall 
bring a guilt offering for himself to the 
Lord, to the door of the tent of meet¬ 
ing, a ram for a guilt offering. 22 And the 
priest shall make atonement for him 
with the ram of the guilt offering before 
the Lord for his sin which he has com¬ 
mitted ; and the sin which he has corn- 
mined shall be forgiven him. 

23 “When you come into the land and 
plant all kinds of trees for food, then you 
shall count their fruit as forbidden;* 
three years it shall be forbidden to you, 
it must not be eaten. 24 And in the fourth 
year all their fruit shall be holy, an 
offering of praise to the Lord. 25 But in 
the fifth year you may eat of their fruit, 
that they may yield more richly for you: 
I am the Lord your God. 

26 “You shall not eat any flesh with 
the blood in it. You shall not practise 
augury or witchcraft. 27 You shall not 
round off the hair on your temples or 
mar the edges of your beard. 28 You 
shall not make any cuttings in your 
flesh on account of the dead or tattoo 
any marks upon you: I am the Lord. 

29 “Do not profane your daughter by 
making her a harlot, lest the land fall 
into harlotry and the land become full 
of wickedness. 30 You shall keep my 
sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I 
am the Lord. 

31 “Do not turn to mediums or 
wizards; do not seek them out, to be 
defiled by them: I am the Lord your 
God. 

32 “You shall rise up before the 
hoary head, and honour die face of an 
old man, and you shall fear your God: 
I am the Lord. 

33 “When a stranger sojourns with 
you in your land, you shall not do him 
wrong. 34 The stranger who sojourns 
with you shall be to you as the native 


* Heb blood * Heb their uncircumcision 
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among you, and you shall love him as 
yourself; for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God. 

35 “You shall do no wrong in judg¬ 
ment, in measures of length or weight 
or quantity. 36 You shall have just 
balances, just weights, a just ephah, and 
a just hin: I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt. 37 And you shall observe all my 
statutes and all my ordinances, and do 
them: I am.the Lord.” 

The Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Say to the people of Israel, 
Any man of the people of Israel, or of 
the strangers that sojourn in Israel, who 
gives any of his children to Molech shall 
be put to death; the people of the land 
shall stone him with stones. 3 I myself 
will set my face against that man, and 
will cut him off from among his people, 
because he has given one of his children 
to Molech, defiling my sanctuary and 
profaning my holy name. 4 And if the 
people of the land do at all hide their 
eyes from that man, when he gives one 
of his children to Molech, and do not 
put him to death, 5 then I will set my 
face against that man and against his 
family, and will cut them off from 
among their people, him and all who 
follow him in playing the harlot after 
Molech. 

6 “If a person turns to mediums and 
wizards, playing the harlot after them, 
I will set my face against that person, 
and will cut him off from among his 
people. 7 Consecrate yourselves there¬ 
fore, and be holy; for I am the Lord 
your God. 8 Keep my statutes, and do 
them; I am the Lord who sanctify you. 
9 For every one who curses his father or 
his mother shall be put to death; he has 
cursed his father or his mother, his 
blood is upon him. 

10 “If a man commits adultery with 
the wife of* his neighbour, both the 
adulterer and the adulteress shall be 
put to death. 11 The man who lies with 
his father’s wife has uncovered his fa¬ 
ther’s nakedness; both of them shall be 
put to death, their blood is upon them. 
12 If a man lies with his daughter-in- 
law, both of them shall be put to death; 
they have committed incest, their blood 


is upon them. 13 If a man lies with a 
male as with a woman, both of them 
have committed an abomination; they 
shall be put to death, their blood is upon 
them. 14 If a man takes a wife and her 
mother also, it is wickedness; they shall 
be burned with fire, both he and they, 
that there may be no wickedness among 
you. 15 If a man lies with a beast, he 
shall be put to death; and you shall kill 
the beast. 16 If a woman approaches any 
beast and lies with it, you shall kill the 
woman and the beast; they shall be put 
to death, their blood is upon them. 

17 “If a man takes his sister, a daugh¬ 
ter of his father or a daughter of his 
mother, and sees her nakedness, and she 
sees his nakedness, it is a shameful 
thing, and they shall be cut off in the 
sight of the children of their people; he 
has uncovered his sister’s nakedness, he 
shall bear his iniquity. * 8 If a man lies 
with a woman having her sickness, and 
uncovers her nakedness, he has made 
naked her fountain, and she has un¬ 
covered the fountain of her blood; both 
of them shall be cut off from among 
their people. 19 You shall not uncover 
the nakedness of your mother’s sister or 
of your father’s sister, for that is to 
make naked one’s near kin; they shall 
bear their iniquity. 20 If a man lies with 
his uncle’s wife, he has uncovered his 
uncle’s nakedness; they shall bear their 
sin, they shall die childless. 21 If a man 
takes his brother’s wife, it is impurity; 
he has uncovered his brother’s naked¬ 
ness, they shall be childless. 

22 “You shall therefore keep all my 
statutes and all my ordinances, and do 
them; that the land where I am bringing 
you to dwell may not vomit you out 
23 And you shall not walk in the custom 
of the nation which I am casting out be¬ 
fore you; for they did all these things, 
and therefore I abhorred them. 24 But I 
have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their 
land, and I will give it to you to possess, 
a land flowing with milk and honey.' I 
am the Lord your God, who have sepa¬ 
rated you from the peoples. 25 You shall 
therefore make a distinction between 
the clean beast and the unclean, and be¬ 
tween the unclean bird and the clean; 
you shall not make yourselves abomi- 


LEVITICUS 20 106 Priests holy to God 

nable by beast or by bird or by any- shall take to wife a virgin of his own 
thing with which tne ground teems, people, 15 that he may not profane his 
which I have set apart for you to hold children among his people; for I am the 
unclean. 26 You shall be holy to me; for Lord who sanctify him.”. 

1 the Lord am holy, and have separated 16 And the Lord said to Moses, 
you from the peoples, that you should 17 “Say to Aaron, None of your de- 
be mine. scendants throughout their generations 

27 “A man or a woman who is a who has a blemish may approach to 
medium or a wizard shall be put to offer the bread of his God. 18 For no one 
death: they shall be stoned with stones, who has a blemish shall draw near, a 
heir blood shall be upon them.” man blind or lame, or one who has a 

And the Lord said to Moses, mutilated face or a limb too long, 19 or 
“Speak to the priests, the sons of a man who has an injured foot or an 
Aaron, and say to mem mat none of injured hand, 20 or a hunchback, or a 
them shall defile himself for the dead dwarf, or a man with a defect in his sight 
among his people, 2 except for his or an itching disease or scabs or crushed 
nearest of kin, his mother, his father, his testicles; 21 no man of the descendants 
son, his daughter, his brother, 3 or his of Aaron the priest who has a blemish 
virgin sister (who is near to him because shall come near to offer the Lord’s of- 
ihe has had no husband; for her he may ferings by fire; since he has a blemish, 
defile himself). 4 He shall not defile he shall not come near to offer the 
limself as a husband among his people bread of his God. 22 He may eat the 
ind so profane himself. 5 They shall not bread of his God, both of the most holy 
make tonsures upon their heads, nor and of the holy things, 23 but he shall 
shave off the edges of their beards, nor not come near the veil or approach the 
make any cuttings in their flesh. 6 They altar, because he has a blemish, that he 
hall be holy to their God, and not pro- may not profane my sanctuaries; for I 
fane the name of their God; for they am the Lord who sanctify them.” 24 So 
nffer the offerings by fire to the Lord, Moses spoke to Aaron and to his sons 
the bread of their God; therefore they and to all the people of Israel, 
shall be holy. 7 They shall not marry a 'J'J And the Lord said to Moses, 
harlot or a woman who has been de- **** 2 “Tell Aaron and his sons to 
filed; neither shall they marry a woman keep away from the holy things of the 
divorced from her husband; for the people of Israel, which they dedicate to 
priest is holy to his God. 8 You shall me, so that they may not profane my 
consecrate him, for he offers the bread holy name: I am the Lord. 3 Say to 
cf your God; he shall be holy to you; for them, Tf any one of all your descend- 
t the Lord, who sanctify you, am ants throughout your generations ap- 
holy. 9 And the daughter of any priest, if proaches the holy things, which the 
she profanes herself by playing the people of Israel dedicate to the Lord, 
harlot, profanes her father; she shall be while he has an uncleanness, that person 
burned with fire. shall be cut off from my presence: I am 

10 “The priest who is chief among his the Lord. 4 None of the line of Aaron 
brethren, upon whose head the anoint- who is a leper or suffers a discharge may 
ing oil is poured, and who has been eat of the holy things until he is H^an 
consecrated to wear the garments, shall Whoever touches anything thar is un- 
not let the hair of his head hang loose, clean through contact with the dead or a 
nor rend his clothes; n he shall not go in man who has had an emission of semen, 
to any dead body, nor defile himself, 5 and whoever touches a creeping thing 
even for his father or for his mother; by which he may be made unclean or a 
12 neither shall he go out of the sane- man from whom he may take unclean- 
tuary, nor profane the. sanctuary of his ness, whatever his uncleanness may 
God; for the consecration of the anoint- be— 6 the person who touches any such 
ing oil of his God is upon him: I am the shall be unclean until the evening and 
Lord. 13 And he shall take a wife in her shall not eat of the holy things unless he 
virginity. i*A widow, or one divorced, has bathed his body m water. 7 When 
or a woman who has been defiled, or a the sun is down he shall be clean* and 
harlot, these he shall not marry; but he afterward he may eat of the holy thincs. 

20.26; Lev 20.7. 20.27* Lev 19.31} 20.6. 21.1-3* Ezek 44.25. 21Ji Lev 19.27} Deut 14.1. 



Priests and the holy things 
because such are his food. 8 That which 
dies of itself or is tom by beasts he shall 
not eat, defiling himself by it: I am the 
Lord.* 9 They shall therefore keep my 
charge, lest they bear sin for it and die 
thereby when they profane it: I am the 
Lord who sanctify them. 

10 “An outsider shall not eat of a holy 
thing. A sojourner of the priest’s or a 
hired servant shall not eat of a holy 
thing; 11 but if a priest buys a slave as 
his property for money, the slave may 
eat of it; and those that are bom in his 
house may eat of his food. 12 If a priest’s 
daughter is married to an outsider she 
shall not eat of the offering of the holy 
things. 13 But if a priest’s daughter is a 
widow or divorced, and has no child, 
and returns to her father’s house, as in 
her youth, she may eat of her father’s 
food; yet no outsider shall eat of it. 
14 And if a man eats of a holy thing un¬ 
wittingly, he shall add the fifth of its 
value to it, and give the holy thing to 
the priest. 15 The priests shall not pro¬ 
fane the holy things of the people of 
Israel, which they offer to the Lord, 
16 and so cause them to bear iniquity 
and guilt, by eating their holy things: 
for I am the Lord who sanctify them.” 

17 And the Lord said to Moses, 
18 “Say to Aaron and his sons and all 
the people of Israel, When any one of 
the house of Israel or of the sojourners 
in Israel presents his offering, whether 
in payment of a vow or as a freewill 
offering which is offered to the Lord as 
a burnt offering, 19 to be accepted you 
shall offer a male without blemish, of 
the bulls or the sheep or the goats. 
20 You shall not offer anything that has 
a blemish, for it will not be acceptable 
for you. 21 And when any one offers a 
sacrifice of peace offerings to the Lord, 
to fulfil a vow or as a freewill offering, 
from the herd or from the flock, to be 
accepted it must be perfect; there shall 
be no blemish in it. ^Animals blind or 
disabled or mutilated or having a dis¬ 
charge or an itch or scabs, you shall not 
offer to the Lord or make of them an 
offering by fire upon the altar to the 
Lord. "A bull or a lamb which has a 
part too long or too short you may 
present for a freewill offering; but for a 
votive offering it cannot be accepted. 
24 Any animal which has its testicles 
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bruised or crushed or tom or cut, you 
shall not offer to the Lord or sacrifice 
within your land; ^neither shall you 
offer as the bread of your God any such 
animals gotten from a foreigner. Since 
there is a blemish in them, because of 
their mutilation, they will not be ac¬ 
cepted for you.” 

26 And the Lord said to Moses, 
27 “When a bull or sheep or goat is bom, 
it shall remain seven days with its 
mother; and from the eighth day on it 
shall be acceptable as an offering by 
fire to the Lord. 28 And whether the 
mother is a cow or a ewe, you shall not 
kill both her and her young in one day. 
29 And when you sacrifice a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving to the Lord, you shall 
sacrifice it so that you may be accepted. 
30 It shall be eaten on the same day, you 
shall leave none of it until morning: I 
am the Lord. 

31 “So you shall keep my command¬ 
ments and do them: I am the Lord. 
32 And you shall not profane my holy 
name, but I will be hallowed among the 
people of Israel; I am the Lord who 
sanctify you, 33 who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt to be your God: I am 
the Lord.” 

sj 'J The Lord said to Moses, 
A/D 2 “Say to the people of Israel, 
The appointed feasts of the Lord 
which you shall proclaim as holy con¬ 
vocations, my appointed feasts, are 
these. 3 Six days shall work be done; but 
on the seventh day is a sabbath of 
solemn rest, a holy convocation; you 
shall do no work; it is a sabbath to the 
Lord in all your dwellings. 

4 “These are the appointed feasts of 
the Lord, the holy convocations, which 
you shall proclaim at the time appointed 
for them. 5 In the first month, on the 
fourteenth day of the month in the eve¬ 
ning^ is the Lord’s passover. 6 And on 
the fifteenth day of the same month is 
the feast of unleavened bread to the 
Lord; seven days you shall eat un¬ 
leavened bread. ' On the first day you 
shall have a holy convocation; you shall 
do no laborious work. 8 But you shall 
present an offering by fire to the Lord 
seven days; on the seventh day is a holy 
convocation; you shall do no laborious 
work.” 

9 And the Lord said to Moses, 


* Heb between the two evenings 
22.12: Lev 7.31-36. 23.1-44; Ex 23.14-17; 34.22-24; Deut 16.1-17. 
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10 “Say to the people of Israel, When 
you come into the land which I give you 
and reap its harvest ? you shall bring the 
sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to 
the priest; 11 and he shall wave the 
sheaf before the Lord, that you may 
find acceptance; on the morrow after 
the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
12 And on the day when you wave the 
sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year 
old without blemish as a burnt offering 
to the Lord. 13 And the cereal offering 
with it shall be two tenths of an ephah 
of fine flour mixed with oil, to be of¬ 
fered by fire to the Lord, a pleasing 
odour; and the drink offering with it 
shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin. 14 And 
you shall eat neither bread nor grain 
parched or fresh until this same day, 
until you have brought the offering of 
your God: it is a statute for ever through¬ 
out your generations in all your dwellings. 

15 “And you shall count from the 
morrow after the sabbath, from the day 
that you brought the sheaf of the wave 
offering; seven full weeks shall they 
be, 16 counting fifty days to the morrow 
after the seventh sabbath; then you shall 
present a cereal offering of new grain to 
the Lord. 17 You shall bring from your 
dwellings two loaves of bread to be 
waved, made of two tenths of an ephah; 
they shall be of fine flour, they shall be 
baked with leaven, as first fruits to the 
Lord. 18 And you shall present with the 
bread seven lambs a year old without 
blemish, and one young bull, and two 
rams; they shall be a burnt offering to 
the Lord, with their cereal offering and 
their drink offerings, an offering by 
fire, a pleasing odour to the Lord. 19 And 
you shall offer one male goat for a sin 
offering, and two male lambs a year old 
as a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 And 
the priest shall wave them with the 
bread of the first fruits as a wave of¬ 
fering before the Lord, with the two 
lambs; they shall be holy to the Lord 
for the pnest. 21 And you shall make 
proclamation on the same day; you shall 
hold a holy convocation; you shall do no 
laborious work: it is a statute for ever in 
all your dwellings throughout your 
generations. 

22 “And when you reap the harvest of 
your land, you shall not reap your field 
to its very border, nor shall you gather 

*’ Or tabtmaclet 

23.22i Lev 19.9-10; Deut 24.20-21. 


the gleanings after your harvest; you 
shall leave them for the poor and for the 
stranger: I am the Lord your God.” 

23 And the Lord said to Moses, 
24 “Say to the people of Israel, In the 
seventh month, on the first day of the 
month, you shall observe a day of 
solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed 
with blast of trumpets, a holy convoca¬ 
tion. 25 You shall do no laborious work; 
and you shall present an offering by fire 
to the Lord.” 

26 And the Lord said to Moses, 
27 “On the tenth day of this seventh 
month is the day of atonement; it shall 
be for you a time of holy convocation, and 
you shall afflict yourselves and present 
an offering by fire to the Lord. 28 And 
you shall do no work on this same day; 
for it is a day of atonement, to make 
atonement for you before the Lord your 
God. 29 For whoever is not afflicted on 
this same day shall be cut off from his 
people. 30 And whoever does any work 
on this same day, that person I will 
destroy from among his people. 31 You 
shall do no work: it is a statute for ever 
throughout your generations in all your 
dwellings. 32 It shall be to you a sabbath 
of solemn rest, and you shall afflict 
yourselves; on the ninth day of the 
month beginning at evening, from eve¬ 
ning to ^evening shall you keep your 

33 And the Lord said to Moses, 
34 “Say to the people of Israel, On the 
fifteenth day of this seventh month and 
for seven days is the feast of booths* to 
the Lord. ® On the first day shall be a 
holy convocation; you shall do no 
laborious work. 36 Seven days you shall 
present offerings by fire to the Lord; 
on the eighth day you shall hold a holy 
convocation and present an offering by 
fire to the Lord; it is a solemn as¬ 
sembly :you shall do no laborious work. 

37 “These are the appointed feasts 
of the Lord, which you shall proclaim 
as times of holy convocation, for pre¬ 
senting to the Lord offerings by fire, 
burnt offerings and cereal offerings, 
sacrifices and drink offerings, each on 
its proper day; 38 besides the sabbaths 
of the Lord, and besides your gifts, and 
besides all your votive offerings, and 
besides all your freewill offerings, which 
you give to the Lord. 
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39 “On the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month, when you have gathered 
in the produce of the land, you shall 
keep the feast of the Lord seven days; 
on the first day shall be a solemn rest, 
and on the eighth day shall be a solemn 
rest. 40 And you shall take on the first 
day the fruit of goodly trees, branches 
of palm trees, and boughs of leafy trees, 
and willows of the brook; and you shall 
rejoice before the Lord your God seven 
days. 41 You shall keep it as a feast to 
the Lord seven days in the year; it is a 
statute for ever throughout your genera¬ 
tions; you shall keep it in the seventh 
month. 42 You shall dwell in booths for 
seven days; all that are native in Israel 
shall dwell in booths, 43 that your 
generations may know that I made the 
people of Israel dwell in booths when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: 
I am the Lord your God.” 

44 Thus Moses declared to the people 
of Israel the appointed feasts of the 
Lord. 

The Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Command the people of Israel 
to bring you pure oil from beaten olives 
for the lamp, that a light may be kept 
burning continually. 3 Outside the veil 
of the testimony, in the tent of meeting, 
Aaron shall keep it in order from eve¬ 
ning to morning before the Lord con¬ 
tinually; it shall be a statute for ever 
throughout your generations. 4 He shall 
keep die lamps in order upon the lamp- 
stand of pure gold before the Lord con¬ 
tinually. 

5 “And you shall take fine flour, and 
bake twelve cakes of it; two tenths of an 
ephah shall be in each cake. 6 And you 
shall set them in two rows, six in a row, 
upon the table of pure gold. 7 And you 
shall put pure frankincense with each 
row, that it may go with the bread as a 
memorial portion to be offered by fire 
to the Lord. 8 Every sabbath day Aaron 
shall set it in order before the Lord 
continually on behalf of the people of 
Israel as a covenant for ever. 9 And it 
shall be for Aaron and his sons, and they 
shall eat it in a holy place, since it is for 
him a most holy portion out of the 
offerings by fire to the Lord, a per¬ 
petual due.” 

10 Now an Israelite woman’s son. 


whose father was an Egyptian, went out 
among the people of Israel; and the 
Israelite woman’s son and a man of 
Israel quarrelled in the camp, 11 and 
the Israelite woman’s son blasphemed 
the Name, and cursed. And they 
brought him to Moses. His mother’s 
name was Shelo'mith, the daughter of 
Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. 12 And they 
put him in custody, till the will of the 
Lord should be declared to them. 

13 And the Lord said to Moses, 
14 “Bring out of the camp him who 
cursed; and let all who heard him lay 
their hands upon his head, and let all 
the congregation stone him. 15 And say 
to the people of Israel, Whoever curses 
his God shall bear his sin. 16 He who 
blasphemes the name of the Lord shall 
be put to death; all the congregation 
shall stone him; the sojourner as well as 
the native, when he blasphemes the 
Name, shall be put to death. 17 He who 
kills a man shall be put to death. 18 He 
who kills a beast shall make it good, life 
for life. 19 When a man causes a dis¬ 
figurement in his neighbour, as he has 
done it shall be done to him, 20 fracture 
for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth; as he has disfigured a man, he 
shall be disfigured. 21 He who kills a 
beast shall make it good; and he who 
kills a man shall be put to death. 22 You 
shall have one law for the sojourner and 
for the native; for I am the Lord your 
God.” 23 So Moses spoke to the people 
of Israel; and they brought him who 
had cursed out of the camp, and stoned 
him with stones. Thus the people of 
Israel did as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

^ r The Lord said to Moses on 
XJ Mount Sinai, 2 “Say to the people 
of Israel, When you come into the land 
which I give you, the land shall keep a 
sabbath to the Lord. 3 Six years you 
shall sow your field, and six years you 
shall prune your vineyard, and gather in 
its fruits; 4 but in the seventh year there 
shall be a sabbath of solemn rest for the 
land, a sabbath to the Lord; you shall 
not sow your field or prune your vine¬ 
yard. 5 What grows of itself in your 
harvest you shall not reap, and the 
grapes of your undressed vine you shall 
not gather; it shall be a year of solemn 


24.1- 4: Ex 27.20-21. 24.S-9: Ex 25.30; 39.36; 40.23; Mt 12.4; Mk 2.26; Lk 6.4. 
24.19-20: Ex 21.23-25; Deut 19.21; Mt 5.38. 24J2: Ex 12.49; Num 9.14; 15.15-16, 29. 

25.2- 7: Ex 23.10-11. 
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rest for the land. 6 The sabbath of the 
land shall provide food for you, for 
yourself and for your male and female 
slaves and for your hired servant and the 
sojourner who lives with you; 7 for your 
cattle also and for the beasts that are in 
your land all its yield shall be for food. 

8 “And you shall count seven weeks* 
of years, seven times seven years, so that 
the time of the seven weeks of years 
shall be to you forty-nine years. 9 Then 
you shall send abroad the loud trumpet 
on the tenth day of the seventh month; 
on the day of atonement you shall send 
abroad the trumpet throughout all your 
land. 10 And you shall hallow the fiftieth 
year, and proclaim liberty throughout 
the land to all its inhabitants; it shall 
be a jubilee for you, when each of you 
shall return to his property and each of 
you shall return to his family. 11 A 
jubilee shall that fiftieth year be to you; 
in it you shall neither sow, nor reap 
what grows of itself, nor gather the 
grapes from the undressed vines. 12 For 
it is a jubilee; it shall be holy to you; you 
shall eat what it yields out of the field. 

13 “In this year of jubilee each of you 
shall return to his property. 14 And if you 
sell to your neighbour or buy from your 
neighbour, you shall not wrong one an¬ 
other. I5 According to the number of 
years after the jubilee, you shall buy 
from your neighbour, and according to 
the number of years for crops he shall 
sell to you. 16 If the years are many you 
shall increase the price, and if the years 
are few you shall diminish the price, for 
it is the number of the crops that he is 
selling to you. 17 You shall not wrong 
one another, but you shall fear your 
God; for I am the Lord your God. 

18 “Therefore you shall do my 
statutes, and keep my ordinances and 
perform them; so you will dwell in the 
land securely. 19 The land will yield its 
fruit, and you will eat your fill, and 
dwell in it securely. 20 And if you say, 
‘What shall we eat in the seventh year, if 
we may not sow or gather in our crop?* 
21 1 will command my blessing upon 
you in the sixth year, so that it will 
bring forth fruit for three years. 22 When 
you sow in the eighth year, you will be 
eating old produce; until the ninth year, 
when its produce comes in, you shall 
eat the old. 23 The land shall not be sold 

* Or sabbaths m Compare Vg: Heb exercises 
25.35: Deut 15.7-11. 25.36: Ex 22.25; Deut 23.19-20. 


in perpetuity, for the land is mine; for 
you are strangers and sojourners with 
me. 24 And in all the country you pos¬ 
sess, you shall grant a redemption of the 
land. 

25 “If your brother becomes poor, 
and sells part of his property, then his 
next of kin shall come and redeem what 
his brother has sold. & If a man has no 
one to redeem it, and then himself be¬ 
comes prosperous and finds sufficient 
means to redeem it, 27 let him reckon 
the years since he sold it and pay back 
the overpayment to the man to whom 
he sold it; and he shall return to his 
property. 28 But if he has not sufficient 
means to get it back for himself, then 
what he sold shall remain in the hand 
of him who bought it until the year of 
jubilee; in the jubilee it shall be re¬ 
leased, and he shall return to his 
property. 

29 “If a man sells a dwelling house in 
a walled city, he may redeem it within a 
whole year after its sale; for a full year 
he shall have the right of redemption. 
39 If it is not redeemed within a full 
year, then the house that is in the walled 
city shall be made sure in perpetuity to 
him who bought it, throughout his 
generations; it shall not be released in 
the jubilee. 31 But the houses of the 
villages which have no wall around them 
shall be reckoned with the fields of the 
country; they may be redeemed, and 
they shall be released in the jubilee. 
32 Nevertheless the cities of the Levites, 
the houses in the cities of their posses¬ 
sion, the Levites may redeem at any 
time. 33 And if one of the Levites does 
not exercise m his right of redemption, 
then the house that was sold in a city of 
their possession shall be released in the 
jubilee; for the houses in the cities of 
the Levites are their possession among 
the people of Israel. 34 But the fields of 
common land belonging to their cities 
may not be sold; for that is their per¬ 
petual possession. 

35 “And if your brother becomes 
poor, and cannot maintain himself with 
you, you shall maintain him; as a 
stranger and a sojourner he shall live 
with you. 36 Take no interest from him 
or increase, but fear your Goft; that 
your brother may live beside you. 
37 You shall not lend him your money at 
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Interest, nor give him your food for there remain but a few years until the 
profit. 38 i am the Lord your God, who year of jubilee, he shall make a reckon- 
brought you forth out of the land of mg with him; according to the years of 
Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, service due from him he shall refund 
and to be your God. the money for his redemption. 53 As a 

39 “And if your brother becomes servant hired year by year shall he be 
poor beside you, and sells himself to with him; he shall not rule with harsh- 
you, you shall not make him serve as a ness over him in your sight. 54 And if he 
slave: 40 he shall be with you as a hired is not redeemed by these means, then 
servant and as a sojourner. He shall he shall be released in the year of jubi- 
serve with you until the year of the lee, he and his children with him.» For 
jubilee; 41 then he shall go out from to me the people of Israel are servants, 
you, he and his children with him, and they are my servants whom I brought 
go back to his own family, and return to forth out of the land of Egypt: I am the 
the possession of his fathers. 42 For they Lord your God. 

are my servants, whom I brought forth OZT “You shall make for yourselves 
out of the land of Egypt; they shall not no idols and erect no graven 

be sold as slaves. 43 You shall not rule image or pillar, and you shall not set up 
over him with harshness, but shall fear a figured stone in your land, to bow 
your God. 44 As for your male and down to them; for I am the Lord your 
female slaves whom you may have: you God. 2 You shall keep my sabbaths and 
may buy male and female slaves from reverence my sanctuary: I am the 
among the nations that are round about Lord. 

you. 43 You may also buy from among 3 “If you walk in my statutes and 
the strangers who sojourn with you and observe my commandments and do 
their families that are with you, who them, 4 then I will give you your rains 
have been bom in your land; and they in their season, and the land shall yield 
may be your property. 46 You may be- its increase, and the trees of the field 
queath them to your sons after you, to shall yield their fruit. 5 And your thresh- 
inherit as a possession for ever; you ing shall last to the time of vintage, and 
may make slaves of them, but over your the vintage shall last to the time for 
brethren the people of Israel you shall sowing; and you shall eat your bread to 
not rule, one over another, with harsh- the full, and dwell in your land securely, 
ness. 6 And I will give peace in the land, and 

47 “If a stranger or sojourner with you shall lie down, and none shall make 
you becomes rich, and your brother be- you afraid; and I will remove evil 
side him becomes poor and sells himself beasts from the land, and the sword 
to the stranger or sojourner with you, shall not go through your land. 7 And 
or to a member of the stranger’s family, you shall chase your enemies, and they 
48 then after he is sold he may be re- shall fall before you by the sword. 8 Five 
deemed; one of his brothers may re- of you shall chase a hundred, and a 
deem him, 49 or his uncle, or his cousin hundred of you shall chase ten thou- 
may redeem him, or a near kinsman be- sand; and your enemies shall fall before 
longing to his family may redeem him; you by the sword. 9 And I will have re- 
or if he grows rich he may redeem him- gard for you and make you fruitful and 
self. 50 He s h all reckon with him who multiply you, and will confirm my 
bought him from the year when he sold covenant with you. 10 And you shall eat 
himself to him until the year of jubilee, old store long kept, and you shall clear 
and the price of his release shall be ac- out the old to make way for the new. 
cording to the number of years; the time 11 And I will make my abode among you, 
he was with his owner shall be rated as and my soul shall not abhor you. 
the time of a hired servant. 51 If there 12 And I will walk among you, and will 
are still many years, according to them be your God, and you shall be my 
he shall refund out of the price paid for people. 13 I am the Lord your God, who 
him the price for his redemption. 52 if brought you forth out of the land of 

Ex 21.2-6; Deut 15.12-18. 26.lt Lev 19.4; Ex 20.4, 23; Deux 4.15-18; 27.13. 

26.2t Ex 20.8; 23.12; 34.21; 35.2-3; Lev 193, 30; Deut 5.12-15. 

26.3-13: Deut 7.12-26; 28.1-14. 
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Egypt, that you should not be their 
slaves; and I have broken the bars of 
your yoke and made you walk erect. 

14 “But if you will not hearken to 
me, and will not do all these command¬ 
ments, 15 if you spurn my statutes, and 
if your soul abhors my ordinances, so 
that you will not do aU my command¬ 
ments, but break my covenant, 16 I will 
do this to you: I will appoint over you 
sudden terror, consumption, and fever 
that waste the eyes and cause life to 
pine away. And you shall sow your seed 
in vain, for your enemies shall eat it; 
17 I will set my face against you, and you 
shall be smitten before your enemies; 
those who hate you shall rule over you, 
and you shall flee when none pursues 
you. 18 And if in spite of this you will not 
hearken to me, then I will chastise you 
again sevenfold for your sins, 19 and I 
will break the pride of your power, and 
I will make your heavens like iron and 
your earth like brass; 20 and your 
strength shall be spent in vain, for your 
land shall not yield its increase, and the 
trees of the land shall not yield their 
fruit. 

21 “Then if you walk contrary to 
me, and will not hearken to me, I will 
bring more plagues upon you, seven¬ 
fold as many as your sms. 22 And I will 
let loose the wild beasts among you, 
which shall rob you of your children, 
and destroy your cattle, and make you 
few in number, so that your ways shall 
become desolate. 

23 “And if by this discipline you are 
not turned to me, but walk contrary to 
me, 24 then I also will walk contrary to 
you, and I myself will smite you seven¬ 
fold for your sins. 25 And I will bring a 
sword upon you, that shall execute 
vengeance for the covenant; and if you 
gather within your cities I will send 
pestilence among you, and you shall be 
delivered into the hand of the enemy. 
26 When I break your staff of bread, ten 
women shall bake your bread in one 
oven, and shall deliver your bread again 
by weight; and you shall eat, and not 
be satisfied. 

27 “And if in spite of this you will not 
hearken to me, but walk contrary to me, 
28 then I will walk contrary to you in 
fury, and chastise you myself sevenfold 
for your sins. 29 You shall eat the flesh 

* Or pay for 
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of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh 
of your daughters. 30 And I will destroy 
your high places, and cut down your 
mcense altars, and cast your dead bodies 
upon the dead bodies of your idols; and 
my soul will abhor you. 3I And I will 
lay your cities waste, and will make your 
sanctuaries desolate, and I will not 
smell your pleasing odours. 32 And I will 
devastate the land, so that your enemies 
who settle in it shall be astonished at it. 
33 And I will scatter you among the na¬ 
tions, and I will unsheathe the sword 
after you; and your land shall be a 
desolation, and your cities shall be a 
waste. 

34 “Then the land shall enjoy” its 
sabbaths as long as it lies desolate, while 
you are in your enemies* land; then the 
land shall rest, and enjoy" its sabbaths. 
33 As long as it lies desolate it shall have 
rest, the rest which it had not in your 
sabbaths when you dwelt upon it. 
36 And as for those of you that are left, I 
will send faintness into their hearts in 
the lands of their enemies; the sound of 
a driven leaf shall put them to flight, and 
they shall flee as one flees from the 
sword, and they shall fall when none 
pursues. 37 They shall stumble over one 
another, as if to escape a sword, though 
none pursues; and you shall have no 
power to stand before your enemies. 
38 And you shall perish among the na¬ 
tions, and the land of your enemies 
shall eat you up. 39 And those of you that 
are left shall pine away in your enemies’ 
lands because of their iniquity; and also 
because of the iniquities of their fathers 
they shall pine away like them. 

40 “But if they confess their iniquity 
and the iniquity of their fathers in their 
treachery which they committed against 
me, and also in walking contrary to me, 
41 so that I walked contrary to them and 
brought them into the land of their 
enemies; if then their uncircumcised 
heart is humbled and they make amends 
for their iniquity; 42 then I will remem¬ 
ber my covenant with Jacob, and I will 
remember my covenant with Isaac and 
my covenant with Abraham, and I will 
remember the land. 43 But the land shall 
be left by them, and enjoy” its sabbaths 
while it lies desolate without them; and 
they shall make amends for their in- 
quity, because they spumed my ordi- 
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nances, and their soul abhorred my it, he shall add a fifth to the valua- 


statutes. 44 Yet for all that, when they 
are in the land of their enemies, I will 
not spurn them, neither will I abhor 
them so as to destroy them utterly and 
break my covenant with them; for 1 am 
the Lord their God; 45 but I will for 
their sake remember the covenant with 
their forefathers, whom I brought forth 
out of the land of Egypt in the sight of 
the nations, that 1 might be their God; 
J am the Lord.” 

46 These are the statutes and ordi¬ 
nances and laws which the Lord made 
between him and the people of Israel 
on Mount Sinai by Moses. 

The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Say 
to the people of Israel, When a 
man makes a special vow of persons to 
the Lord at your valuation, 3 then your 
valuation of a male from twenty years 
old up to sixty years old shall be fifty 
shekels of silver, according to the shekd 
of the sanctuary. 4 If the person is a 
female, your valuation shall be thirty 
shekels. * If the person is from five years 
old up to twenty years old, your valua¬ 
tion shall be for a male twenty shekels, 
and for a female ten shekels. 6 If the 
person is from a month old up to five 
years old, your valuation shall be for a 
male five shekels of silver, and for a 
female your valuation shall be three 
shekels of silver. 7 And if the person is 
sixty years old and upward, then your 
valuation for a male shall be fifteen 
shekels, and for a female ten shekels. 
8 And if a man is too poor to pay your 
valuation, then he shall bring the person 
before the priest, and the priest shall 
value him; according to the ability of 
him who vowed the priest shall value 
him. 

9 “If it is an animal such as men offer 
as an offering to the Lord, all of such 
that any man gives to the Lord is 
holy, to He shall not substitute anything 
for it or exchange it, a good for a bad, or 
a bad for a good; and if he makes any 
exchange of beast for beast, then both it 
and that for which it is exchanged shall 
be holy. ^And if it is an unclean anim al 
such as is not offered as an offering to 
the Lord, then the man shall bring the 
animal before the priest, 12 and the 
riest shall value it as either good or 
ad; as you, the priest, value it, so it 
shall be. 13 But if he wishes to redeem 
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tion. 

14 “When a man dedicates his house 
to be holy to the Lord, the priest shall 
value it as either good or bad; as the 
priest values it, so it Shall stand. 15 And 
if he who dedicates it wishes to redeem 
his house, he shall add a fifth of the 
valuation in money to it, and it shall be 
his. 

16 “If a man dedicates to the Lord 
part of the land which is his by inherit¬ 
ance, then your valuation shall be ac¬ 
cording to the seed for it; a sowing of a 
homer of barley shall be valued at fifty 
shekels of silver. 17 If he dedicates his 
field from the year of jubilee, it shall 
stand at your full valuation j 18 but if he 
dedicates his field after the jubilee, then 
the priest shall compute the money- 
value for it according to the years that 
remain until the year of jubilee, and a 
deduction shall be made from your 
valuation. 19 And if he who dedicates the 
field wishes to redeem it, then he shall 
add a fifth of the valuation in money to 
it, and it shall remain his. 20 But if he 
does not wish to redeem the field, or if 
he has sold the field to another man, it 
shall not be redeemed any more; 21 but 
the field, when it is released in the 
jubilee, shall be holy to the Lord, as a 
field that has been devoted; the priest 
shall be in possession of it. 22 If he dedi¬ 
cates to the Lord a field which he has 
bought, which is not a part of his pos¬ 
session by inheritance, 23 then the priest 
shall compute the valuation for it up to 
the year of jubilee, and the man shall 
give the amount of the valuation on that 
day as a holy thing to the Lord. 24 In the 
year of jubilee the field shall return to 
him from whom it was bought, to whom 
the land belongs as a possession by in¬ 
heritance. 25 Every valuation shall 
be according to the shekel of the sanc¬ 
tuary; twenty gerahs shall make a 
shekel. 

26 “But a firstling of animals, which 
as a firstling belongs to the Lord, no 
man may dedicate; whether ox or sheep, 
it is the Lord’s. 27 And if it is an unclean 
animal, then he shall buy it back at your 
valuation, and add a fifth to it; or, if it 
is not redeemed, it shall be sold at your 
valuation. 

28 “But no devoted thing that a man 
devotes to the Lord, of anything that he 
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has, whether of man or beast, or of his 32 And all the tithe of herds and flocks, 
inherited field, shall be sold or re- every tenth animal of all that pass under 
deemed; every devoted thing is most the herdsman’s staff, shall be holy to the 
holy to the Lord. 29 No one devoted. Lord. 33 A man shall not inquire 
who is to be utterly destroyed from whether it is good or bad, neither shall 
among men, shall be ransomed; he shall he exchange it; and if he exchanges it, 
be put to death. then both it and that for which it is ex- 

30 “All the tithe of the land, whether changed shall be holy; it shall not be 
of the seed of the land or of the fruit of redeemed.” 

the trees, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the 34 These are the commandments 
Lord. 31 If a man wishes to redeem any which the Lord commanded Moses for 
of his tithe, he shall add a fifth to it. the people of Israel on Mount Sinai. 


THE FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

NUMBERS 

I The Lord spoke to Moses in the who have been named, 18 and on the 
wilderness of Sinai, in the tent of first day of the second month, they 
meeting, on the first day of the second assembled the whole congregation to- 
month, in the second year after they had gether, who registered themselves by 
come out of the land of Egypt, saying, families, by fathers’ houses, according 
2 “Take a census of all the congregation to the number of names from twenty 
of the people of Israel, by families, by years old and upward, head by head, 
fathers* houses, according to the num- W as the Lord commanded Moses. So 
ber of names, every male, head by head; he numbered them in the wilderness of 
3 from twenty years old and upward, all Sinai. 

in Israel who are able to go forth to war, 20 The people of Reuben, Israel’s 
you and Aaron shall nuifiber them, first-born, their generations, by their 
company by company. 4 And there shall families, by their fathers’ houses, ac- 
be with you a man from each tribe, each cording to the number of names, head 
man being the head of the house of his by head, every male from twenty years 
fathers. 5 And these are the names of the old and upward, all who were able to go 
men who shall attend you. From forth to war: 21 the number of the tribe 
Reuben, Eli'zur the son of Shed'eur; of Reuben was forty-six thousand five 
6 from Simeon, Shelu'mi-el the son of hundred. 

Zurishad'dai; ' from Judah. Nahshon 22 Of the people of Simeon, their 
the son of Ammin'adab; 8 from Is'- generations, by their families, by their 
sachar, Neman el the son of Zu'ar; Fathers’houses, those of them that were 
from Zeb ulun. Eh ab the son of numbered, according to the number of 
Helon;. from th e s0 ns G f Joseph, from names, head by head, every male from 
E phraim, Ehsh ama the son of Ammi'- twenty years old and upward, all who 
hud, and from Manas seh, Gamaliel the were able to go forth to war: 23 the num- 
«?“ o f Pedah'zur; from Benjamin, ber of the tribe of Simeon was fifty-nine 
Abi dan the son of Gideo ni; * 2 from thousand three hundred 
Dan, Ahie'zer the son of Ammishad'- 24 Of the people of Gad, their genera- 
drn; 13 from Asher, Pa'giel the son of tions, by their families, by their fathers’ 
Ochran; 14 from Gad, Eh asaph the son houses, according to the number of the 
of Deu d ; 15 from Naph tah, Ahi ra the names, from twenty years old and ud- 
son of Enan. ^ These were the ones ward, all who were able to go forth to 
chosen from the congregation, the war: 23 the number of the tnbe of Gad 
leaders of their ancestral tribes, the was forty-five thousand six hundred and 
heads of the clans of Israel. fifty. 

17 Moses and Aaron took these men 26 Of the people of Judah, their 
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generations, by their families, by their to war: 41 the number of the tribe of 
fathers* houses, according to the num- Asher was forty-one thousand five 
ber of names, from twenty years old and hundred. 

upward, every man able to go forth to 42 Of the people of Naph'tali, their 
war: 27 the number of the tribe of Judah generations, by their families, by their 
was seventy-four thousand six hundred, fathers’ houses, according to the num- 
28 Of the people of Is'sachar, their ber of names, from twenty years old and 
generations, by their families, by their upward, every man able to go forth to 
fathers* houses, according to the num- war: 43 the number of the tribe of 
ber of names, from twenty years old and Naph'tali was fifty-three thousand four 
upward, every man able to go forth to hundred. 

war: 29 the number of the tribe of Is - 44 These are those who were num- 

sachar was fifty-four thousand four bered, whom Moses and Aaron num- 
hundred. bered with the help of the leaders of 

30 Of the people of Zeb'ulun, their Israel, twelve men, each representing 
generations, by their families, by their his fathers* house. 4 5 So the whole num- 
fathers’ houses, according to the num- ber of the people of Israel, by their 
ber of names, from twenty years old and fathers’ houses, from twenty years old 
upward, every man able to go forth to and upward, every man able to go forth 
war: 3 * the number of the tribe of Zeb'- to war in Israel— 46 their whole number 
ulun was fifty-seven thousand four was six hundred and three thousand five 
hundred. hundred and fifty. 

32 Of the people of Joseph, namely, 47 But the Levites were not num- 
of the people of E'phraim, their genera- bered by their ancestral tribe along with 
dons, by their families, by their fathers* them. 4 » For the Lord said to Moses, 
houses, according to the number of 49 “Only the tribe of Levi you shall not 
names, from twenty years old and up- number, and you shall not take a census 
ward, every man able to go forth to war: of them among the people of Israel; 
■33 the number of the tribe of E'phraim 50 but appoint the Levites over the 
was forty thousand five hundred. tabernacle of the testimony, and over all 

34 Of the people of Manas'seh, their its furnishings, and over all that be- 
generations, by their families, by their longs to it; they are to carry the taber- 
fathers’ houses, according to the num- nacle and all its furnishings, and they 
ber of names, from twenty years old and shall tend it, and shall encamp around 
upward, every man able to go forth to the tabernacle. 51 When the tabernacle 
war: 3S the number of the tribe of is to set out, the Levites shall take it 
Manas'seh was thirty-two thousand two down; and when the tabernacle is to be 
hundred. pitched, the Levites shall set it up. And 

36 Of the people of Benjamin, their if any one else comes near, he shall be 
generations, by their families, by their put to death. 52 The people of Israel 
fathers* houses, according to the num- shall pitch their tents by their com¬ 
ber of names, from twenty years old and parties, every man by his own camp and 
upward, every man able to go forth to every man by his own standard; 53 but 
war: 37 the number of the tribe of the Levites shall encamp around the 
Benjamin was thirty-five thousand four tabernacle of the testimony, that there 
hundred. may be no wrath upon the congregation 

38 Of the people of Dan, their genera- of the people of Israel; and the Levites 
tions, by their families, by their fathers* shall keep charge of the tabernacle of 
houses, according to the number of the testimony.*’ 54 Thus did the people 
names, from twenty years old and up- of Israel; they did according to all that 
ward, every man able to go forth to war: the Lord commanded Moses. 

39 the number of the tribe of Dan was The Lord said to Moses and 
sixty-two thousand seven hundred. <£ Aaron, 2 “The people of Israel shall 
40 Of the people of Asher, their encamp each by his own standard, with 
generations, by their families, by their the ensigns of their fathers* houses; they 
fathers’ houses, according to the num- shall encamp facing the tent of meeting 
ber of names, from twenty years old on every side. 3 Those to encamp on the 
and upward, every man able to go forth east side toward the sunrise shall be of 
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the standard of the camp of Judah by 
their companies, the leader of the people 
of Judah being Nahshon the son of Am- 
min'adab, 4 his host as numbered being 
seventy-four thousand six hundred. 

5 Those to encamp next to him shall be 
the tribe of Is'sachar, the leader of the 
people of Is'sachar being Nethan'el the 
son of Zu'ar, 6 his host as numbered 
being fifty-four thousand four hundred. 

^ Then the tribe of Zeb'ulun, the leader 
of the people of Zeb'ulun being Eli'ab 
the son of Helon, 8 his host as num¬ 
bered being fifty-seven thousand four 
hundred. 9 The whole number of the 
camp of Judah, by their companies, is a 
hundred and eignty-six thousand four 
hundred; They shall set out first on 
the march. 

10 “On the south side shall be the 
standard of the camp of Reuben by 
their companies, the leader of the people 
of Reuben being Eli'zur the son of 
Shed'eur, 11 his host as numbered being 
forty-six thousand five hundred. ,2 And 
those to encamp next to him shall be 
the tribe of Simeon, the leader of the 
people of Simeon being Shelu'mi-el the 
son of Zurishad'dai, 13 his host as num¬ 
bered being fifty-nine thousand three 
hundred. 14 Then the tribe of Gad, the 
leader of the people of Gad being Eli'- 
asaph the son of Reu'el, 15 his host as 
numbered being forty-five thousand six 
hundred and fifty. 16 The whole num¬ 
ber of the camp of Reuben, by their 
companies, is a hundred and fifty-one 
thousand four hundred and fifty. They 
shall set out second. 

17 “Then the tent of meeting shall set 
out, with the camp of the Levites in the 
midst of the camps; as they encamp; so 
shall they set out, each in position, 
standard by standard. 

18 “On the west side shall be the 
standard of the camp of E'phraim by 
their companies, the leader of the people 
of E'phraim being Elish'ama the son of 
Ammi'hud, 19 his host as numbered 
being forty thousand five hundred. 
20 And next to him shall be the tribe of 
Manas'seh, the leader of the people of 
Manas'seh being Gama'liel the son of 
Pedah'zur, 21 his host as numbered be- 
ingthirty-two thousand two hundred. 
22 Then the tribe of Benjamin, the 
leader of the people of Beniamin being 
Abi'dan the son of Gideo'm, 23 his host 
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as numbered being thirty-five thousand 
four hundred. 24 The whole number of 
the camp of E'phraim, by their com¬ 
panies, is a hundred and eight thousand 
one hundred. They shall set out third 
on the march. 

25 “On the north side shall be the 
standard of the camp of Dan by their 
companies, the leader of the people of 
Dan being Ahie'zer the son of Am- 
mishad'dai, 26 his host as numbered 
being sixty-two thousand seven hun¬ 
dred. 27 And those to encamp next to 
him shall be the tribe of Asher, the 
leader of the people of Asher being 
Pa'giel the son of Ochran, 28 his host as 
numbered being forty-one thousand five 
hundred. 29 Then the tribe of Naph'tali, 
the leader of the people of Naph'tali be¬ 
ing Ahi'ra the son of Enan, 30 his host as 
numbered being fifty-three thousand 
four hundred. 31 The whole number of 
the camp of Dan is a hundred and 
fifty-seven thousand six hundred. They 
shall set out last, standard by standard.** 

32 These are the people of Israel as 
numbered by their fathers* houses; all 
in the camps who were numbered by 
their companies were six hundred and 
three thousand five hundred and fifty. 
33 But the Levites were not numbered 
among the people of Israel, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 

34 Thus did the people of Israel. 
According to all that the Lord com¬ 
manded Moses, so they encamped by 
their standards, and so they set out, 
every one in his family, according to 
his fathers* house. 

These are the generations of Aaron 
and Moses at the time when the 
Lord spoke with Moses on Mount 
Sinai. 2 These are the names of the sons 
of Aaron: Nadab the first-bom, and 
Abihu, Elea'zar, and Ith'amar; 3 these 
are the names of the sons of Aaron, the 
anointed priests, whom he ordained to 
minister in the priest's office. 4 But 
Nadab and Abi'hu died before the Lord 
when they offered unholy fire before the 
Lord in the wilderness of Sinai; and 
they had no children. So Elea'zar and 
Ith'amar served as priests in the lifetime 
of Aaron their father. 

.5 And the Lord said to Moses, 
• Bring the tnbe of Levi near, and set 
them before Aaron the priest, that they 
may minister to him. 7 They shall per- 
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Duties of the Levites 117 NUMBERS 3 

form duties for him and for the whole the tent with its covering, the screen for 
congregation before the tent of meeting, the door of the tent of meeting, 26 the 
as they minister at the tabernacle; 8 they hangings of the court, the screen for the 
shall have charge of all the furnishings door of the court which is around the 
of the tent of meeting, and attend to the tabernacle and the altar, and its cords; 
duties for the people of Israel as they all the service pertaining to these, 
minister at the tabernacle. 9 And you 27 Of Kohath were the family of the 
shall give the Levites to Aaron and his Amramites, and the family of the 
sons; they are wholly given to him from Iz'harites, and the family of the He- 
among the people of Israel. 10 And you bronites, and the family of the UzzT- 
shall appoint Aaron and his sons, and elites; these are the families of the 
they shall attend to their priesthood; Ko'hathites. 28 According to the number 
but if any one else comes near, he shall of all the males, from a month old and 
be put to death.” upward, there were eight thousand six 

11 And the Lord said to Moses, hundred, attending to the duties of the 
12 “Behold, I have taken the Levites sanctuary . 29 The families of the sons of 
from among the people of Israel in- Kohath were to encamp on the south 
stead of every first-bom that opens the side of the tabernacle, 30 with Eliza- 
womb among the people of Israel. The phan the son of Uz'ziel as head of the 
Levites shall be mine, 13 for all the fathers’ house of the families of the Ko- 
first-bom are mine; on the day that I hathites. 31 And their charge was to be 
slew all the first-bom in the land of the ark, the table, the lampstand, the 
Egypt, I consecrated for my own all the altars, the vessels of the sanctuary with 
first-bom in Israel, both of man and of which the priests minister, and the 
beast; they shall be mine: I am the screen; all the service pertaining to 
Lord.” these. 32 And Elea'zar the son of Aaron 

14 And the Lord said to Moses in the priest was to be chief over the 
the wilderness of Sinai, 15 “Number the leaders of the Levites, and to have over- 
sons of Levi, by fathers’ houses and by sight of those who had charge of the 
families; every male from a month old sanctuary. 

and upward you shall number.” 16 So 33 Of Merar’i were the family of the 
Moses numbered them according to the Mahlites and the family of the Mushites: 
word of the Lord, as he was com- these are the families of Merar'i. 34 Their 
manded. 17 And these were the sons of number according to the number of all 
Levi by their names: Gershon and the males from a month old and upward 
Kohath and Merar'i. 18 And these are was six thousand two hundred. "And 
the names of the sons of Gershon by the head of the fathers* house of the 
their families: Libni and Shim'e-L 19 And families of Merar'i was Zu'riel the son of 
the sons of Kohath by their families: Ab'ihail; they were to encamp on the 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uz’ziel. north side of the tabernacle. 35 And the 
20 And the sons of Merarl by their appointed charge of the sons of Merarl 
families: Mahli and Mushi. These are was to be the frames of the tabernacle, 
the families of the Levites, by their the bars, the pillars, the bases, and all 
fathers’ houses. their accessories; all the service pen- 

21 Of Gershon were the family of the taining to these; & also the pillars of the 
Libnites and the family of die Shim'e- court round about, with their bases and 
ites; these were the families of the pegs and cords. 

Gershonites. 22 Their number according 38 And those to encamp before the 
to the number of all the males from a tabernacle on the east, before the tent of 
month old and upward was® seven meeting toward the sunrise, were Moses 
thousand five hundred, 23 The families and Aaron and his sons, having charge 
of the Gershonites were to encamp be- of the rites within the sanctuary, what- 
hind the tabernacle on the west, # with ever had to be done for the people of 
Eli'asaph, the son ofLa'el as head of the Israel; and any one else who came near 
fathers* house of the Gershonites. ^And was to be put to death. 39 A11 who were 
the charge of the sons of Gershon in the numbered of the Levites, whom Moses 
tent of meeting was to be the tabernacle, and Aaron numbered at the command- 
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menc of the Lord, by families, all the and cover the ark of the testimony with 
males from a month old and upward, it; 6 then they shall put on it a covering 
were twenty-two thousand. of goatskin, and spread over that a cloth 

40 And the Lord said to Moses, all of blue, and shall put in its poles. 
“Number all the first-born males of the 7 And over the table of the bread of the 
people of Israel, from a month old and Presence they shall spread a cloth of 
upward, taking their number by names, blue, and put upon it the plates, the 
4, And you shall take the Levites for dishes for incense, the bowls, and the 
me—I am the Lord —instead of all the flagons for the drink offering; the con- 
first-born among the people of Israel, tinual bread also shall be on it; 8 then 
and the cattle of the Levites instead of they shall spread over them a cloth of 
all the firstlings among the cattle of the scarlet, and cover the same with a 
people of Israel.” 42 So Moses num- covering of goatskin, and shall put in its 
bered all the first-born among the peo- poles. *And they shall take a cloth of 
pie of Israel, as the Lord commanded blue, and cover the lampstand for the 
him. 43 And all the first-born males, light, with its lamps, its snuffers, its 
according to the number of names, from trays, and all the vessels for oil with 
a month old and upward as numbered which it is supplied: 10 and they shall 
were twenty-two thousand two hundred put it with all its utensils in a covering of 
and seventy-three. goatskin and put it upon the carrying 

44 And the Lord said to Moses, frame. n And over the golden altar they 
45 “Take the Levites instead of all the shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it 
first-born among the people of Israel, with a covering of goatskin, and shall 
and the cattle of the Levites instead of put in its poles; 12 and they shall take 
their cattle; and the Levites shall be all the vessels of the service which are 
mine: I am the Lord. 46 And for the used in the sanctuary, and put them in a 
redemption of the two hundred and cloth of blue, and cover them with a 
seventy-three of the first-born of the covering of goatskin, and put them on 
people of Israel, over and above the the carrying frame. 13 And they shall 
number of the male Levites, 47 you shall take away the ashes from the altar, and 
take five shekels apiece; reckoning by spread a purple cloth over it; 14 and 
the shekel of the sanctuary, the shekel of they shall put on it all the utensils of the 
twenty gerahs, you shall take them, altar, which are used for the service 
48 and give the money by which the ex- there, the firepans, the forks, the 
cess number of them is redeemed to shovels, and the basins, all the utensils 
Aaron and his sons.” 49 So Moses took of the altar; and they shall spread upon 
the redemption money from those who it a covering of goatskin, and shall put in 
were over and above those redeemed by its poles. «And when Aaron and his 
the Levites; 50 from the first-bom of the sons have finished covering the sanc- 
people of Israel he took the money, one tuary and all the furnishings of the sanc- 
thousand three hundred and sixty-five tuary, as the camp sets out, after that 
shekels, reckoned by the shekel of the the sons of Kohath shall come to carry 
sanctuary; 51 and Moses gave the re- these, but they must not touch the holy 
demption money to Aaron and his sons, things, lest they die. These are the 
according to the word of the Lord, as things of the tent of meeting which the 
the Lord commanded Moses. sons of Kohath are to carry. 

4 The Lord said to Moses and 16 “And Elea'zar the son of Aaron 
Aaron, 2 “Take a census of the sons the priest shall have charge of the oil for 
of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, the light, the fragrant incense, the con- 
by their families and their fathers tinual cereal offering, and the anointing 
houses, 2 from thirty years old up to oil, with the oversight of all the taber- 
fifty years old, all who can enter the nacle and all that is in it, of the sanc- 
service, to do the work in the tent of tuary and its vessels.” 
meeting. 4 This is the service of the sons 17 The Lord said to Moses and 
of Kohath in the tent of meeting: the Aaron, 38 “Let not the tribe of the 
most holy things. 5 When the camp is to families of the Ko'hathites be destroyed 
set out, Aaron and his sons shall go in from among the Levites; 19 but deal 
and take down the veil of the screen, thus with them, that they may live and 

3.451 Num 3.11-13; 8.18. 4.1-33! Num 1.50-53; 3.5-8,21-37; 8.19; 18.3-4, 23. 
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not die when they come near to the 
most holy things: Aaron and his sons 
shall go in and appoint them each to his 
task and to his burden, 20 but they shall 
not go in to look upon the holy things 
even for a moment, lest they die.” 

21 The Lord said to Moses, 22 “Take 
a census of the sons of Gershon also, by 
their families and their fathers* houses; 
23 from thirty years old up to fifty years 
old, you shall number them, all who can 
enter for service, to do the work in the 
tent of meeting . 24 This is the service of 
the families of the Gershonites, in serv¬ 
ing and bearing burdens: 25 they shall 
carry the curtains of the tabernacle, and 
the tent of meeting with its covering, 
and the covering of goatskin that is on 
top of it, and the screen for the door of 
the tent of meeting , 26 and the hangings 
of the court, and the screen for the en¬ 
trance of the gate of the court which is 
around the tabernacle and the altar, and 
their cords, and all the equipment for 
their service; and they shall do all that 
needs to be done with regard to them. 
27 Ail the service of the sons of the 
Gershonites shall be at the command of 
Aaron and his sons, in all that they are 
to carry, and in all that they have to do; 
and you shall assign to their charge all 
that they, are to carry. 28 This is the 
service of the families of the sons of the 
Gershonites in the tent of meeting, and 
their work is to be under the oversight 
of Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest. 

29 “As for the sons of Merar'i, you 
shall number them by their families and 
their fathers* houses; 3° from thirty 
years old up to fifty years old, you shall 
number them, every one that can enter 
the service, to do me work of the tent 
of meeting. 31 And this is what they are 
charged to carry, as the whole of their 
service in the tent of meeting: the 
frames of the tabernacle, with its bars, 
pillars, and bases, 32 and the pillars of 
the court round about with their bases, 
pegs, and cords, with all their equip¬ 
ment and all their accessories; and you 
shall assign by name the objects which 
they are required to carry. 33 This is the 
service of the families of the sons of 
Merar'i, the whole of their service in 
the tent of meeting, under the hand of 
Ith'amar the son of Aaron the priest.** 

34 And Moses and Aaron and the 
leaders of the congregation numbered 

»* Num 3.15-34. W-3: Num 12.14-15. 


the sons of the Koliathitcs, by their 
families and their fathers* houses, 

35 from thirty years old up to fifty years 
old, every one that could enter the 
service, for work in the tent of meeting; 

36 and their number by families was two 
thousand seven hundred and fifty. 

37 This was the number of the families 
of the Koliathites, all who served in the 
tent of meeting, whom Moses and 
Aaron numbered according to the com¬ 
mandment of the Lord by Moses. 

38 The number of the sons of 
Gershon, by their families and their 
fathers* houses, 39 from thirty years old 
up to fifty years old, every one that 
could enter the service for work in the 
tent of meeting— 40 their number by 
their families and their fathers* houses 
was two thousand six hundred and 
thirty. 41 This was the number of the 
families of the sons of Gershon, all who 
served in the tent of meeting, whom 
Moses and Aaron numbered according 
to the commandment of the Lord. 

42 The number of the families of the 
sons of Merar'i, by their families and 
their fathers’ houses, 43 from thirty 
years old up to fifty years old, every one 
that could enter the service, for work in 
the tent of meeting— 44 their number 
by families was three thousand two 
hundred. 45 These are those who were 
numbered of the families of the sons of 
Merar'i, whom Moses and Aaron num¬ 
bered according to the commandment 
of the Lord by Moses. 

46 All those who were numbered of 
the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron 
and the leaders of Israel numbered, by 
their families and their fathers* houses, 
47 from thirty years old up to fifty years 
old, every one that could enter to do the 
work of service and the work of bearing 
burdens in the tent of meeting, 48 those 
who were numbered of them were eight 
thousand five hundred and eighty. 
49 According to the commandment of 
the Lord through Moses they were ap¬ 
pointed, each to his task of serving or 
carrying; thus they were numbered by 
him, as the Lord commanded Moses. 
The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Com¬ 
mand the people of Israel that they 
put out of the camp every leper, and . 
every one having a discharge, and every 
one that is unclean through contact with 
the dead; 3 you shall put out both male 
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and female, putting them outside the 
camp, that they may not defile their 
camp, in the midst of which I dwell.** 
4 And the people of Israel did so, and 
drove them outside the camp; as the 
Lord said to Moses, so the people of 
Israel did. 

5 And the Lord said to Moses, 6 “Say 
to the people of Israel, When a man or 
woman commits any of the sins that 
men commit by breaking faith with the 
Lord, and that person is guilty, 7 he 
shall confess his sin which he has com¬ 
mitted; and he shall make full restitu¬ 
tion for his wrong, adding a fifth to it, 
and giving it to him to whom he did the 
wrong. 8 But if the man has no kinsman 
to whom restitution may be made for 
the wrong, the restitution for wrong 
shall go to the Lord for the priest, in 
addition to the ram of atonement with 
which atonement is made for him. 9 And 
every offering, all the holy things of the 
people of Israel, which they bring to the 

E riest, shall be his; 10 and every man’s 
oly things shall be his; whatever any 
man gives to the priest shall be his.** 

11 And the Lord said to Moses, 
12 “Say to the people of Israel, If any 
man’s wife goes astray and acts unfaith¬ 
fully against him, 13 if a man lies with 
her carnally, and it is hidden from the 
eyes of her husband, and she is un¬ 
detected though she has defiled herself, 
and there is no witness against her, 
since she was not taken in the act; 
14 and if the spirit of jealousy comes 
upon him, and he is jealous of his wife 
who has defiled herself; or if the spirit 
of jealousy comes upon him, and he is 
jealous of his wife, though she has not 
defiled herself; 15 then the man shall 
bring his wife to the priest, and bring 
the offering required of her, a tenth of 
an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour 
no oil upon it and put no frankincense 
on it, for it is a cereal offering of jealousy, 
a cereal offering of remembrance, bring¬ 
ing iniquity to remembrance. 

16 “And the priest shall bring her 
near, and set her before the Lord; 
17 and the priest shall take holy water 
In an earthen vessel, and take some of 
the dust that is on the floor of the taber¬ 
nacle and put it into the water. 18 And 
the priest shall set the woman before the 
Lord, and unbind the hair of the 
woman’s head, and place in her hands 

&B-8: Ex 22.7-15; Lev 6.1-7. 


the cereal offering of remembrance, 
which is the cereal offering of jealousy. 
And in his hand the priest shall have the 
water of bitterness that brings the 
curse. 19 Then the priest shall make her 
take an oath, saying, ‘If no man has lain 
with you, and if you have not turned 
aside to uncleanness, while you were 
under your husband’s authority, be free 
from this water of bitterness that brings 
the curse. 20 But if you have gone astray, 
though you are under your husband’s 
authority, and if you have defiled your¬ 
self, and some man other than your hus¬ 
band has lain with you, 21 then* Get the 
priest make the woman take the oath of 
the curse, and say to the woman) ‘the 
Lord make you an execration and an 
oath among your people, when the 
Lord makes your thigh fall away and 
your body swell; 22 may this water that 
brings the curse pass into your bowels 
and make your body swell and your 
thigh fall away.* And the woman shall 
say, ‘Amen, Amen.’ 

23 “Then the priest shall write these 
curses in a book, and wash them off into 
the water of bitterness; 24 and he shall 
make the woman drink the water of 
bitterness that brings the curse, and the 
water that brings the curse shall enter 
into her and cause bitter pain. 25 And 
the priest shall take the cereal offering 
of jealousy out of the woman’s hand, 
and shall wave the cereal offering before 
the Lord and bring it to the altar; 
26 and the priest shall take a handful of 
the cereal offering, as its memorial por¬ 
tion, and bum it upon the altar, and 
afterward shall make the woman drink 
the water. 27 And when he has made her 
drink the water, then, if she has defiled 
herself and has acted unfaithfully 
against her husband, the water that 
brings the curse shall enter into her and 
cause bitter pain, and her body shall 
swell, and her thigh shall fall away, and 
the woman shall become an execration 
among her people. 28 But if the woman 
has not defiled herself and is clean, then 
she shall be free and shall conceive 
children. 

29 “This is the law in cases of jeal¬ 
ousy, when a wife, though under her 
husband’s authority, goes astray and 
defiles herself, 80 or when the spirit of 
jealousy comes upon a man and he is 
jealous of his wife; then he shall set the 
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woman before the Lord, and the priest a year old without blemish as a sin offcr- 
shall execute upon her all this law. ing, and one ram without blemish as a 
31 The man shall be free from iniquity, peace offering, 15 and a basket of un- 
but the woman shall bear her iniquity.” leavened bread, cakes of fine flour mixed 

6 And the Lord said to Moses, with oil, and unleavened wafers spread 
2 “Say to the people of Israel, with oil, and their cereal offering and 
When either a man or a woman makes their drink offerings. 16 And the priest 
a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, 6 shall present them before the Lord and 
to separate himself to the Lord, 3 he offer his sin offering and his burnt offer- 
shall separate himself from wine and ing, 17 and he shall offer the ram as a 
strong drink; he shall drink no vinegar sacrifice of peace offering to the Lord, 
made from wine or strong drink, and with the basket of unleavened bread; 
shall not drink any juice of grapes or the priest shall offer also its cereal offer- 
eat grapes, fresh or dried. 4 A11 the days ing and its drink offering. 18 And the 
of his separation** he shall eat nothing Nazirite shall shave his consecrated 
that is produced by the grapevine, not head at the door of the tent of meeting, 
even the seeds or the skins. and shall take the hair from his con- 

5 “All the days of his vow of separa- secrated head and put it on the fire 
tion no razor shall come upon his head; which is under the sacrifice of the peace 
until the time is completed for which offering. lv 'And the priest shall take the 
he separates himself to the Lord, he shoulder of the ram, when it is boiled, 
shall be holy; he shall let the locks of and one unleavened cake out of the 
hair of his head grow long. basket, and one unleavened wafer, and 

6 “All the days that he separates him- shall put them upon the hands of the 
self to the Lord he shall not go near a Nazirite, after he has shaven the hair of 
dead body. 7 Neither for his father nor his consecration, 20 and the priest shall 
for his mother, nor for brother or sister, wave them for a wave offering before 
if they die, shall he make himself un- the Lord; they are a holy portion for 
clean; because his separation to God is the priest, together with the breast that 
upon his head. 8 A11 the days of his is waved and the thigh that is offered; 
separation he is holy to the Lord. and after that the Nazirite may drink 

9 “And if any man dies very suddenly wine, 
beside him, and he defiles his con- 21 “This is the law for the Nazirite 
secrated head, then he shall shave his who takes a vow. His offering to the 
head on the day of his cleansing; on the Lord shall be according to his vow as a 
seventh day he shall shave it. 10 On the Nazirite, apart from what else he can 
eighth day he shall bring two turtle- afford; iu accordance with the vow 
doves or two young pigeons to the priest which he takes, so shall he do according 
to the door of the tent of meeting, to the law for his separation as a 
to and the priest shall offer one for a sin Nazirite.” 

offering and the other for a burnt offer- 22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Say 
ing, and make atonement for him, be- to Aaron and his sons, Thus you shall 
cause he sinned by reason of the dead bless the people of Israel: you shall say 
body. And he shall consecrate his head to them, 

that same day, 12 and separate himself 24 The Lord bless you and keep you: 
to the Lord for the days of his separa- 25 The Lord make his face to shine 
tion, and bring a male lamb a year old upon you, and be gracious to you: 
for a guilt offering; but the former time 26 The Lord lift up his countenance 
shall be void, because his separation was upon you, and give you peace, 
defiled. 27 “So shall they put my name upon 

13 “And this is the law for the Nazi- the people of Israel, and I will bless 
rite, when the time of his separation has them.” 

been completed: he shall be brought to Hf On the day when Moses had 
the door of the tent of meeting, 1 4 and / finished setting up the tabernacle, 
he shall offer his gift to the Lord, one and had anointed and consecrated it 
male lamb a year old without blemish with all its furnishings, and had 
for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb anointed and consecrated the altar with 

6 That is one separated or one consecrated e Or Naxiriteskip 
•A Lk 1.15. 6.13-21} Act* 21.24, 26. 
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all its utensils, 2 the leaders of Israel, 
heads of their fathers* houses, the 
leaders of the tribes, who were over 
those who were numbered, 3 offered and 
brought their offerings before the Lord, 
six covered wagons and twelve oxen, a 
wagon for every two of the leaders, and 
for each one an ox; they offered them 
before the tabernacle. 4 Then the Lord 
said to Moses, 5 “Accept these from 
them, that they may be used in doing 
the service of the tent of meeting, and 
give them to the Levites, to each man 
according to his service.” 6 So Moses 
took the wagons and the oxen, and gave 
diem to the Levites. 7 Two wagons and 
four oxen he gave to the sons of Ger- 
shon, according to their service; 8 and 
four wagons and eight oxen he gave to 
the sons of Merar'i, according to their 
service, under the direction of Ith'amar 
the son of Aaron the priest. 9 But to the 
sons of Kohath he gave none, because 
they were charged with the care of the 
holy things which had to be carried on 
the shoulder. 10 And the leaders offered 
offerings for the dedication of the altar 
on the day it was anointed; and the 
leaders offered their offering before 
the altar. n And the Lord said to Moses, 
“They shall offer their offerings, one 
leader each day, for the dedication of 
the altar.** 

12 He who offered his offering the 
first day was Nahshon the son of 
Ammin'adab, of the tribe of Judah; 

13 and his offering was one silver plate 
whose weight was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver basin of seventy 
shekels, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour 
mixed with oil for a cereal offering; 

14 one golden dish of ten shekels, full of 
incense; 15 one young bull, one ram, 
one male lamb a year old, for a burnt 
offering; 16 one male goat for a sin offer¬ 
ing; 17 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male 
goats, and five male lambs a year old. 
This was the offering of Nahshon the 
son of Ammin'adab. 

18 On the second day Nethan'el the 
son of Zu'ar, the leader of Is'sachar, 
made an offering; 19 he offered for his 
offering one silver plate, whose weight 
was a hundred and thirty shekels, one 
silver basin of seventy shekels, accord¬ 
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary, both 
of them full of fine flour mixed with oil 


for a cereal offering; 20 one golden dish 
of ten shekels, full of incense; 21 one 
young bull, one ram, one male lamb a 
year old, for a burnt offering; 22 one 
male goat for a sin offering; 23 and for 
the sacrifice of peace offerings, two 
oxen, five rams, five male goats, and 
five male lambs a year old. This was the 
offering of Nethan'el the son of Zu'¬ 
ar. 

24 On the third day Eli'ab the son of 
Helon, the leader of the men of Zeb- 
ulun: 25 his offering was one silver plate, 
whose weight was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver basin of seventy 
shekels, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour 
mixed with oil for a cereal offering; 
2^ one golden dish of ten shekels, full of 
incense; 27 one young bull, one ram, one 
male lamb a year old, for a burnt offer¬ 
ing; 28 one male goat for a sin offering; 
29 and for the sacrifice of peace offer¬ 
ings, two oxen, five rams, five male 
goats, and five male lambs a year old. 
This was the offering of Eli'ab the son 
of Helon. 

30 On the fourth day Eli'zur the son 
of Shed'eur, the leader of the men of 
Reuben: 31 his offering was one silver 
plate whose weight was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver basin of 
seventy shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 
offering; 32 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 33 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 34 one male goat 
for a sin offering; » and for the sacri¬ 
fice of peace offerings, two oxen, five 
rams, five male goats, and five male 
lambs a year old. This was the offering 
of Eli'zur the son of Shed'eur. 

36 On the fifth day Shelu'mi-el the 
son of Zurishad'dai, the leader of the 
men of Simeon: 37 his offering was one 
silver plate, whose weight was a hun¬ 
dred and thirty shekels, one silver basin 
of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
cereal offering; 38 one golden dish of 
ten shekels, full of incense; 39 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 40 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 41 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 



Dedication of the altar 123 NUMBERS 7 

year old. This was the offering of of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
Shelu'mi-el the son of Zurishad'dai. fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 


42 On the sixth day Eli'asaph the son 
of Deu el, the leader of the men of Gad: 
43 his offering was one silver plate, 
whose weight was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver basin of seventy 
shekels, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, both of them full of fine 
flour mixed with oil for a cereal offer¬ 
ing; 44 one golden dish of ten shekels, 
full of incense; 45 one young bull, one 
ram, one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 46 one male goat for a 
sin offering; 47 and for the sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of Eli'¬ 
asaph the son of Deu el. 

48 On the seventh day Elish'ama the 
son of Ammi'hud, the leader of the men 
of Ephraim: 4Q his offering was one 
silver plate, whose weight was a hun¬ 
dred and thirty shekels, one silver basin 
of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
cereal offering; 50 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 51 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 52 one male goat for 
a sin offering; 53 and for the sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five* male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Elish'ama the son of Ammi'hud. 

54 On the eighth day Gamaliel the 
son of Pedah'zur, the leader of the men 
of Manas'seh: 55his offering was one 
silver plate, whose weight was a hun¬ 
dred and thirty shekels, one silver basin 
of seventy shekels, according to the 
shekel of the sanctuary, both of them 
full of fine flour mixed with oil for a 
cereal offering; 56 one golden dish of 
ten shekels, full of incense; 57 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 58 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 59 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Gamaliel the son of Pedah'zur. 

60 On the ninth day Abi'dan the son 
of Gideo'ni, the leader of the men of 
Benjamin: 61 his offering was one silver 
plate, whose weight was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver basin of 
seventy shekels, according to the shekel 


offering; 62 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense ; 63 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 64 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 65 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Abi'dan the son of Gideo'ni. 

66 On the tenth day Ahie'zer the son 
of Ammishad'dai, the leader of the men 
of Dan: 67 his offering was one silver 
plate, whose weight was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver basin of 
seventy shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 
offering; 68 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 69 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 70 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 71 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 
year old. This was the offering of 
Ahie'zer the son of Ammishad'dai. 

72 On the eleventh day Pa'giel the 
son of Ochran, the leader of the men of 
Asher: 73 his offering was one silver 
plate, whose weight was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver basin of 
seventy shekels, according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, both of them full of 
fine flour mixed with oil for a cereal 
offering; 74 one golden dish of ten 
shekels, full of incense; 75 one young 
bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old, 
for a burnt offering; 76 one male goat 
for a sin offering; 77 and for the sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five male goats, and five male lambs a 

? ear old. This was the offering of 
a'giel the son of Ochran. 

78 On the twelfth day Ahi'ra the son 
of Enan, the leader of the men of Naph'- 
tali: 79 his offering was one silver plate, 
whose weight was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver basin of seventy 
shekels, according to the shekel of the 
sanctuary, both of them full of fine 
flour mixed with oil for a cereal offer¬ 
ing; 80 one golden dish of ten shekels, 
full of incense; 81 one young bull, one 
ram, one male lamb a year old, for a 
burnt offering; 82 one male goat for a sin 
offering; 83 and for the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male 
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goats, and five male lambs a year old. 
This was the offering of Ahi'ra the son 
of Enan. 

84 This was the dedication offering 
for the altar, on the day when it was 
anointed, from the leaders of Israel: 
twelve silver plates, twelve silver basins, 
twelve golden dishes, 85 each silver 
plate weighing a hundred and thirty 
shekels and each basin seventy, all the 
silver of the vessels two thousand four 
hundred shekels according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary) 86 the twelve golden 
dishes, full of incense, weighing ten 
shekels apiece according to the shekel 
of the sanctuary, all the gold of the 
dishes being a hundred and twenty 
shekels; 87 all the cattle for the burnt 
offering twelve bulls, twelve rams, 
twelve male lambs a year old, with their 
cereal offering; and twelve male goats 
for a sin offering; 88 and all the cattle 
for the sacrifice of peace offerings 
twenty-four bulls, the rams sixty, the 
male goats sixty, the male lambs a year 
old sixty. This was the dedication offer¬ 
ing for the altar, after it was anointed. 

89 And when Moses went into the 
tent of meeting to speak with the Lord, 
he heard the voice speaking to him from 
above the mercy seat that was upon the 
ark of the testimony ? from between the 
two cherubim; and it spoke to him. 

8 Now the Lord said to Moses, 

2 “Say to Aaron, When you set up 
the lamps, the seven lamps shall give 
light in front of the lamp stand.” 3And 
Aaron did so; he set up its lamps to give 
light in front of the lampstand, as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 4 And this 
was the workmanship of the lampstand, 
hammered work of gold; from its base 
to its flowers, it was hammered work; 
according to the pattern which the 
Lord had shown Moses, so he made the 
lampstand. 

5 And the Lord said to Moses, 

6 “Take the Levites from among the 
people of Israel, and cleanse them. 
'And thus you shall do to them, to 
cleanse them: sprinkle the water of ex¬ 
piation upon them, and let them go with 
a razor over all their body, and wash 
their clothes and cleanse themselves. 

8 Then let them take a young bull and 
its cereal offering of fine flour mixed 
with oil, and you shall take another 
young bull for a sin offering. 9 And you 

8.6-26* Num 3.5-13. 8.18* Num 3.11-13, 45. 


Purification of the Levites 
shall present the Levites before the tent 
of meeting, and assemble the whole con¬ 
gregation of the people of Israel. 
f° When you present the Levites before 
the Lord, the people of Israel shall lay 
their hands upon the Levites, 11 and 
Aaron shall offer the Levites before the 
Lord as a wave offering from the people 
of Israel, that it may be theirs to do the 
service of the Lord. 12 Then the Levites 
shall lay their hands upon the heads of 
the bulls; and you shall offer the one for 
a sin offering and the other for a burnt 
offering to the Lord, to make atonement 
for the Levites. 13 And you shall cause 
the Levites to attend Aaron and his 
sons, and shall offer them as a wave 
offering to the Lord. 

14 “Thus you shall separate the 
Levites from among the people of Israel* 
and the Levites shall be mine. 15 And 
after that the Levites shall go in to do 
service at the tent of meeting, when you 
have cleansed them and offered them 
as a wave offering. For they are 
wholly given to me from among the 
people of Israel; instead of all that open 
the womb, the first-born of all the 
people of Israel, I have taken them for 
myself. 17 For all the first-bom among 
the people of Israel are mine, both of 
man and of beast; on the day that I slew 
all the first-born in the land of Egypt I 
consecrated them for myself, 18 and I 
have taken the Levites instead of all the 
first-born among the people of Israel. 
19 And I have given the Levites as a gift 
to Aaron and his sons from among the 
people of Israel, to do the service for 
the people of Israel at the tent of meet¬ 
ing, and to make atonement for the 
people of Israel, that there may be no 
plague among the people of Israel in 
case the people of Israel should come 
near the sanctuary.” 

20 Thus did Moses and Aaron and all 
the congregation of the people of Israel 
to the Levites; according to all that the 
Lord commanded Moses concerning 
the Levites, the people of Israel did to 
them. 21 And the Levites purified them¬ 
selves from sin, and washed their 
clothes; and Aaron offered them as a 
wave offering before the Lord, and 
Aaron made atonement for them to 
cleanse them. 22And after that the 
Levites went in to do their service in 
the tent of meeting in attendance upon 
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Aaron and his sons; as the Lord had 
commanded Moses concerning the 
Levites, so they did to them. 

23 And the Lord said to Moses, 
24 “This is what pertains to the Levites: 
from twenty-five years old and upward 
they shall go in to perform the work in 
the service of the tent of meeting; 25 and 
from the age of fifty years they shall 
withdraw from the work of the service 
and serve no more, 26 but minister to 
their brethren in the tent of meeting, to 
keep the charge, and they shall do no 
service. Thus shall you do to the 
Levites in assigning their duties.” 

And the Lord spoke to Moses in 
the wilderness of Sinai, in the first 
month of the second year after they had 
come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 

2 “Let the people of Israel keep the 
passover at its appointed time. 3 On the 
fourteenth day of this month, in 
the evening, you shall keep it at its ap¬ 
pointed time; according to all its stat¬ 
utes and all its ordinances you shall 
keep it.” 4 So Moses told the people of 
Israel that they should keep the pass- 
over. 5 And they kept the passover in the 
first month, on the fourteenth day of 
the month, in the evening, in the wilder¬ 
ness of Sinai; according to all that the 
Lord commanded Moses, so the people 
of Israel did. 6 And there were certain 
men who were unclean through touch¬ 
ing the dead body of a man, so that they 
could not keep the passover on that 
day; and they came before Moses and 
Aaron on that day; 7 and those men 
said to him, “We are unclean through 
touching the dead body of a man; why 
are we kept from offering the Lord’s 
offering at its appointed time among the 
people of Israel?” «And Moses said to 
them, “Wait, that I may hear what the 
Lord will command concerning you.” 

9 The Lord said to Moses, 10 “Say 
to the people of Israel, If any man of 
you or of your descendants is unclean 
through touching a dead body, or is 
afar off on a journey, he shall still keep 
the passover to the Lord, h In the 
second month on the fourteenth day in 
the evening they shall keep it; they shall 
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. 12 They shall leave none of it 
until the morning, nor break a bone of 
it; according to all the statute for the 
passover they shall keep it. 13 But the 
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man who is clean and is not on a jour¬ 
ney, yet refrains from keeping the pass- 
over, that person shall be cut off from 
his people, because he did not offer the 
Lord’s offering at its appointed time; 
that man shall bear his sin. 14 And if a 
stranger sojourns among you, and will 
keep the passover to the Lord, accord¬ 
ing to the statute of the passover and 
according to its ordinance, so shall he 
do; you shall have one statute, both for 
the sojourner and for the native.” 

15 On the day that the tabernacle was 
set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle, 
the tent of the testimony; and at eve¬ 
ning it was over the tabernacle like the 
appearance of fire until morning. 16 So 
it was continually; the cloud covered it 
by day, d and the appearance of fire by 
night. * 7 And whenever the cloud was 
taken up from over the tent, after that 
the people of Israel set our ; and in the 
place where the cloud settled down, 
there the people of Israel encamped. 
ls At the command of the LORD the 
people of Israel set out, and at the com¬ 
mand of the Lord they encamped; as 
long as the cloud rested over the taber¬ 
nacle, they remained in camp. 19 Even 
when the cloud continued over the 
tabernacle many days, the people of 
Israel kept the charge of the Lord, and 
did not set out. 20 Sometimes the cloud 
was a few days over the tabernacle, and 
according to the command of the Lord 
they remained in camp; then according 
to the command of the Lord they set 
out. 21 And sometimes the cloud re¬ 
mained from evening until morning; 
and when the cloud was taken up in the 
morning, they set out, or if it continued 
for a day and a night, when the cloud 
was taken up they set out. 22 Whether it 
was two days, or a month, or a longer 
time, that the cloud continued over die 
tabernacle, abiding there, the people of 
Israel remained in camp and did not set 
out; but when it was taken up they set 
out. 23 At the command of the Lord 
they encamped, and at the command of 
the Lord they set out; they kept the 
charge of the Lord, at the command of 
the Lord by Moses. 

1A The Lord said to Moses, 
J»vf 2 “Make two silver trumpets; of 
hammered work you shall make them; 
and you shall use them for summoning 
the congregation, and for breaking 

-28. 9.12: Ex 12.4b; Jn 19.36. 9.15-23: Ex 40.36-38. 
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camp. 3 And when both are blown, all 
the congregation shall gather them¬ 
selves to you at the entrance of the tent 
of meeting . 4 But if they blow only one, 
then the leaders, the heads of the tribes 
of Israel, shall gather themselves to 
you. 5 When you blow an alarm, the 
camps that are on the east side shall set 
out. 6 And when you blow an alarm the 
second time, the camps that are on the 
south side shall set out. An alarm is to 
be blown whenever they are to set out. 
7 But when the assembly is to be 
gathered together, you shall blow, but 
you shall not sound an alarm. 8 And the 
sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow 
the trumpets. The trumpets shall be to 
you for a perpetual statute throughout 
your generations. 9 And when you go to 
war in your land against the adversary 
who oppresses you, then you shall 
sound an alarm with the trumpets, that 
you may be remembered before the 
Lord your God, and you shall be saved 
from your enemies, to On the day of 
your gladness also, and at your ap¬ 
pointed feasts, and at the beginnings of 
your months, you shall blow the trum¬ 
pets over your burnt offerings and over 
the sacrifices of your peace offerings; 
they shall uerve you for remembrance 



11 In the second year, in the second 
month, on the twentieth day of the 
month, the cloud was taken up from 
over the tabernacle of the testimony, 
12 and the people of Israel set out by 
stages from the wilderness of Sinai; 
and the cloud settled down in the wil¬ 
derness of Paran. 13 They set out for the 
first time at the command of the Lord 
by Moses. 14 The standard of the camp 
of the men of Judah set out first by 
their companies; and over their host 
was Nahshon the son of Ammin'adab. 
15 And over the host of the tribe of the 
men of Is'sachar was Nethan'el the son 
of Zu'ar. 16 And over the host of the 
tribe of the men of Zeb'ulun was 
Eli'ab the son of Helon. 

17 And when the tabernacle was 
taken down, the sons of Gershon and 
the sons of Merar'i, who carried the 
tabernacle, set out. 18 And the standard 
of the camp of Reuben set out by their 
companies; and over their host was 
Eli'zur the son of Shed'eur. 19 And over 

10.35t Ps 68.1-2. 


the host of the tribe of the men of 
Simeon was Shelu'mi-el the son of 
Zurishad'dai. 20 And over the host of the 
tribe of the men of Gad was Eli'asaph 
the son of Deu'el. 

21 Then the Ko'hathites set out, 
carrying the holy things, and the taber¬ 
nacle was set up before their arrival. 
22And the standard of the camp of the 
men of E'phraim set out by their com¬ 
panies ; and over their host was Elish- 
ama the son of Ammi'hud. 23And over 
the host of the tribe of the men of 
Manas'seh was Gamaliel the son of 
Pedah'zur. 24And over the host of the 
tribe of the men of Beniamin was 
Abi'dan the son of Gideo'ni. 

25 Then the standard of the camp of 
the men of Dan, acting as the rear guard 
of all the camps, set out by their com¬ 
panies ; and over their host was Ahie'zer 
the son of Ammishad'dai. 26 And over 
the host of the tribe of the men of Asher 
was Pa'giel the son of Ochran. 27And 
over the host of the tribe of the men of 
Naph'tali was Ahi'ra the son of Enan. 
28 This was the order of march of the 
people of Israel according to their 
hosts, when they set out. 

29 And Moses said to Hobab the son 
of Reu'el the Mid'ianite, Moses 1 father- 
in-law, “We are setting out for the place 
of which the Lord said, ‘I will give it to 
you 1 ; come with us, and we will do you 
good; for the Lord has promised good 
to Israel. 11 30 But he said to him, “I will 
not go; I will depart to my own land 
and to my kindred. 11 31 And he said, “Do 
not leave us, I pray you, for you know 
how we are to encamp in the wilderness, 
and you will serve as eyes for us. 32 And 
if you go with us, whatever good the 
Lord will do to us, the same mil we do 
to you. 11 

33 So they set out from the mount of 
the Lord three days 1 journey; and the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord went 
before them three days 1 journey, to 
seek out a resting place for them. 34 And 
the cloud of the Lord was over them 
by day, whenever they set out from the 
camp. 

35 And whenever the ark set out, 
Moses said, “Arise, O Lord, and let thy 
enemies be scattered; and let them that 
hate thee flee before thee. 1136 And when 
it rested, he said, “Return, O Lord, to 
the ten thousand thousands of Israel.** 
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And the people complained in 
AJL the hearing of the I^ord about 
their misfortunes; and when the Lord 
heard it, his anger was kindled, and the 
fire of the Lord burned among them, 
and consumed some outlying parts of 
the camp. 2 Then the people cried to 
Moses; and Moses prayed to the Lord, 
and the fire abated. 3 So the name of 
that place was called Tab'erah/ be¬ 
cause the fire of the Lord burned 
among them. 

4 Now the rabble that was among 
them had a strong craving; and the 
people of Israel also wept again, and 
said, “O that we had meat to eat! 5 We 
remember the fish we ate in Egypt for 
nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, 
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 
6 but now our strength is dried up, and 
there is nothing at all but this manna 
to look at.” 

7 Now the manna was like coriander 
seed, and its appearance like that of 
bdellium. 8 The people went about and 
gathered it, and ground it in mills or 
beat it in mortars, and boiled it in pots, 
and made cakes of it; and the taste of it 
was like the taste of cakes baked with 
oil. 9 When the dew fell upon the camp 
in the night, the manna fell with it. 

10 Moses heard the people weeping 
throughout their families, every man at 
the door of his tent; and the anger of the 
Lord blazed hotly, and Moses was dis¬ 
pleased. u Moses said to the Lord, 
“Why hast thou dealt ill with thy 
servant? And why have I not found 
favour in thy sight, that thou dost lay the 
burden of all this people upon me? 
12 Did I conceive all this people? Did 
I bring them forth, that thou shouldst 
say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, 
as a nurse carries the sucking child, to 
the land which thou didst swear to give 
their fathers?* 13 Where am I to get 
meat to give to all this people? For they 
weep before me and say, ‘Give us meat, 
that we may eat.* 14 1 am not able to 
carry all this people alone, the burden 
is too heavy for me. 15 If thou wilt deal 
thus with me, kill me at once, if I find 
favour in thy sight, that I may not see 
my wretchedness.** 

M 16 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Gather for me seventy men of the 
elders of Israel, whom you know to be 


the elders of the people and officers over 
them; and bring them to the tent of 
meeting, and let them take their stand 
there with you. 17 And I will come down 
and talk with you there; and I will take 
some of the spirit which is upon you 
and put it upon them; and they shall 
bear the burden of the people with you, 
that you may not bear it yourself alone. 
,li And say to the people, ‘Consecrate 
yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall 
eat meat; for you have wept in the hear¬ 
ing of the Lord, saying, “Who will give 
us meat to eat? For it was well with us 
in Egypt.” Therefore the Lord will give 
you meat, and you shall eat. 19 You shall 
not eat one day, or two days, or five 
days, or ten days, or twenty days, 20 but 
a whole month, until it comes out at 
your nostrils and becomes loathsome to 
you, because you have rejected the 
Lord who is among you, and have wept 
before him, saying, “Why did we come 
forth out of Egypt?*’ * ** 21 But Moses 
said, “The people among whom I am 
number six hundred thousand on foot; 
and thou hast said, T will give them 
meat, that they may eat a whole 
month!’ 22 Shall flocks and herds be 
slaughtered for them, to suffice them? 
Or shall all the fish of the sea be 
gathered together for them, to suffice 
them?” 23 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Is the Lord’s hand shortened?. Now 
you shall see whether my word will 
come true for you or not.” 

24 So Moses went out and told the 
people the words of the Lord; and he 
gathered seventy men of the elders of 
the people, and placed them round 
about the tent. 25 Then the Lord came 
down in the cloud and spoke to him, 
and took some of the spirit that was 
upon him and put it upon the seventy 
elders; and when the spirit rested upon 
them, they prophesied. But they did 
so no more. 

26 Now two men remained in the 
camp, one named Eldad, and the other 
named Medad, and the spirit rested 
upon them; they were among those 
registered, but they had not gone out to 
the tent, and so they prophesied in the 
camp. 27 And a young man ran and told 
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are proph¬ 
esying in the camp.” 28 And Joshua the 
son of Nun, the minister of Moses, one 
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of his chosen men, said, “My lord 
Moses, forbid them.” 29 But Moses 
said to him. “Are you jealous for my 
sake? Would that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets, that the Lord would 
put ms spirit upon theml” 30 And 
Moses and the elders of Israel re¬ 
turned to the camp. 

31 And there went forth a wind from 
the Lord, and it brought quails from 
the sea, and let them fall beside the 
camp, about a day’s journey on this 
side and a day’s journey on the other 
side, round about the camp, and about 
two cubits above the face of the earth. 
32 And the people rose all that day, and 
all night, and all the next day, and 
gathered the quails; he who gathered 
least gathered ten homers; and they 
spread them out for themselves all 
around the camp. 33 While the meat was 
yet between their teeth, before it was 
consumed, the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against the people, and the 
Lord smote the people with a very 
great plague. 34 Therefore the name of 
that place was called Kib'roth-hatta- 
avah/ because there they buried the 
people who had the craving. 35 From 
Kib'roth-hatta'avah the people jour¬ 
neyed to Haze'roth; and they remained 
at Haze'roth. 

ij ^ Miriam and Aaron spoke against 
MJu Moses because of the Cushite 
woman whom he had married, for he 
had married a Cushite woman; 2 and 
they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken 
only through Moses? Has he not 
spoken through us also?” And the 
Lord heard it. 3 Now the man Moses 
was very meek, more than all men that 
were on the face of the earth. 4 And sud¬ 
denly the Lord said to Moses and to 
Aaron and Miriam, “Come out, you 
three, to the tent of meeting.” And the 
three of them came out. 5 And the Lord 
came down in a pillar of cloud, and 
stood at the door of the tent, and called 
Aaron and Miriam; and they both came 
forward. 6 And he said, “Hear my 
words: If there is a prophet among you, 

I the Lord make myself known to him 
in a vision, I speak with him in a dream. 

7 Not so with my servant Moses; he is 
entrusted with all my house. 8 With 
him I speak mouth to mouth, dearly, 
and not in dark speech; and he beholds 
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the form of the Lord. Why then were 
you not afraid to speak against my 
servant Moses?” 

9 And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against them, and he departed; 
10 and when the cloud removed from 
over the tent ? behold, Miriam was 
leprous, as white as snow. And Aaron 
turned towards Miriam, and behold, she 
was leprous. 15 And Aaron said to Moses, 
“Oh, my lord, do not» punish us be¬ 
cause we have done foolishly and have 
sinned. 12 Let her not be as one dead, 
of whom the flesh is half consumed 
when he comes out of his mother’s 
womb.” !3 And Moses cried to the 
Lord, “Heal her, O God, I beseech 
thee.’ 5 14 But the Lord said to Moses, 
“If her father had but spit in her face, 
should she not be shamed seven days? 
Let her be shut up outside the camp 
seven days, and after that she may be 
brought in again.” 15 So Miriam was 
shut up outside the camp seven days; 
and the people did not set out on the 
march till Miriam was brought in 
again. 16 After that the people set out 
from Haze'roth, and encamped in the 
wilderness of Paran. 



of Canaan, which I give to the people of 
Israel; from each tribe of their fathers 
shall you send a man, every one a 
leader among them.” 3 So Moses sent 
them from the wilderness of Paran, ac¬ 
cording to the command of the Lord, 
all of them men who were heads of the 
people of Israel. 4 And these were their 
names: From the tribe of Reuben, 
Sham'mu-a the son of Zaccur; 5 from 
the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of 
Hori; 6 from the tribe of Judah, Caleb 
the son of Jephun'neh; 7 from the tribe 
of Is'sachar, Igal the son of Joseph; 
8 from the tribe of E'phraim, Hoshe'a 
the son of Nun ; 9 from the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin, Paid the son of Raphu: 10 from 
the tribe of Zeb'ulun, Gad'diel the son 
of Sodi; 11 from the tribe of Joseph 
(that is from the tribe of Manas'seh), 
Gaddi the son of Susi; 12 from the tribe 
of Dan, Am'miel the son of Gemal'li; 
13 from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the 
son of Michael; 14 from the tribe of 
Naph'tali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; 
15 from the tribe of Gad, Geu'el the 
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son of Machi. 16 These were the names 
of the men whom Moses sent to spy 
out the land. And Moses called Hoshe'a 
the son of Nun Joshua. 

17 Moses sent them to spy out the 
land of Canaan, and said to them, “Go 
up into the Negeb yonder, and go up 
into the hill country, ,8 and see what the 
land is, and whether the people who 
dwell in it are strong or weak, whether 
they are few or many, * 9 and whether 
the land that they dwell in is good or 
had, and whether the cities that they 
dwell in are camps or strongholds, 
20 and whether the land is rich or poor, 
and whether there is wood in it or not. 
Be of good courage, and bring some of 
the fruit of the land.” Now the time 
was the season of the first ripe grapes. 

21 So they went up and spied out the 
land from the wilderness of Zin to 
Rehob, near the entrance of Hamath. 
22 They went up into the Negeb, and 
came to Hebron; and Ahi'man, Sheshai, 
and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, 
were there. (Hebron was built seven 
years before Zo'an in Egypt.) 23 And 
they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and 
cut down from there a branch with a 
single duster of grapes, and they car¬ 
ried it on a pole between two of them; 
they brought also some pomegranates 
and figs. 24 That place was called the 
Valley of Eshcol/* because of the clus¬ 
ter which the men of Israel cut down 
from there, 

25 At the end of forty days they re¬ 
turned from spying out the land. 2 °And 
they came to Moses and Aaron and to 
all the congregation of the people of 
Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at 
Kadesh; they brought back word to 
them and to all the congregation, and 
showed them the fruit of the land. 
27 And they told him, “We came to the 
land to which you sent us; it flows with 
milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 
28 Yet the people who dwell in the land 
are strong, and the cities are fortified 
and very large; and besides, we saw the 
descendants of Anak there. 29 The 
Amal'ekites dwell in the land of the 
Negeb; the Hitrites, the Jeb'usites, and 
the Amorites dwell in the hill country; 
and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, 
and along the Jordan.” 

30 But Caleb quieted the people be¬ 
fore Moses, and said, “Let us go up at 
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once, and occupy it; for we are well able 
to overcome it.” 31 Then the men who 
had gone up with him said, “We are not 
able to go up against the people; for 
they are stronger than we.” 32 So they 
brought to the people of Israel an evil 
report of the land which they had spied 
out, saying, “The land, through which 
we have gone, to spy it out, is a land 
that devours its inhabitants; and all the 
people that we saw in it are men of great 
stature. 33 And there we saw the Nephi- 
lim (the sons of Anak, who come from 
the Nephilim); and we seemed to our¬ 
selves like grasshoppers, and so we 
seemed to them.” 

1 A. Then all the congregation raised 
IT a loud cry; and the people wept 
that night. 2 And all the people of Israel 
murmured against Moses and Aaron; 
the whole congregation said to them, 
“Would that we had died in the land of 
Egypt! Or would that we had died in 
this wilderness! 3 Why does the Lord 
bring us into this land, to fall by the 
sword? Our wives and our little ones 
will become a prey; would it not be 
better for us to go back to Egypt?” 

4 And they said to one another, “Let 
us choose a captain, and go back to 
Egypt.” 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell 
on their faces before all the assembly of 
the congregation of the people of 
Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun 
and Caleb the son of Jephun'neh, who 
were among those who had spied out 
the land, rent their clothes, 7 and said to 
all the congregation of die people of 
Israel, “The land, which we passed 
through to spy it out, is an exceedingly 
good land. 8 If the Lord delights in us, 
he will bring us into this land and give 
it to us, a land which flows with milk 
and honey. 9 Only, do not rebel against 
the Lord; and do not fear the people of 
the landi for they are bread for us; their 
protection is removed from them, and 
the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 
io But all the congregation said to stone 
them with stones. 

Then the glory of the Lord appeared 
at the tent of meeting to all the people 
of Israel, n And the Lord said to Moses, 
“How long will this people despise me? 
And how long will they not believe in 
me, in spite of all the signs which I 
have wrought among them? 12 1 will 
strike them with the pestilence and dis- 
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inherit them, and I will make of you the people of Israel, which they mur- 
a nation greater and mightier than mur against me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I 
they.” live,’ says the Lord, ‘what you have 

13 But Moses said to the Lord, said in my hearing I will do to you: 
“Then the Egyptians will hear of it, for 29 your dead bodies shall fall in this 
thou didst bring up this people in thy wilderness; and of all your number, 
might from among them, 14 and they numbered from twenty years old and 
will tell the inhabitants of this land, upward, who have murmured against 
They have heard that thou, O Lord, me, 30 not one shall come into the land 
art in the midst of this people; for thou, where I swore that I would make you 
O Lord, art seen face to face, and thy dwell, except Caleb the son of Jephun'- 
cloud stands over them and thou goest neh and Joshua the son of Nun. 31 But 
before them, in a pillar of cloud by day your little ones, who you said would 
and in a pillar of fire by night. 15 Now become a prey, I will bring in, and they 
if thou dost kill this people as one man, shall know the land which you have 
then the nations who have heard thy despised. 32 But as for you, your dead 
fame will say, 16 ‘Because the Lord was bodies shall fall in this wilderness, 
not able to bring this people into the 33 And your children shall be shepherds 
land which he swore to give to them, in the wilderness forty years, and shall 
therefore he has slain them in the wil- suffer for your faithlessness, until the 
demess.’ |7 And now, I pray thee, let the last of your dead bodies lies in the wil- 
power of the Lord be great as thou hast demess. 34 According to the number of 
promised, saying, 18 ‘The Lord is slow the days in which you spied out the 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast land, forty days, for every day a year, 
love, forgiving iniquity and transgres- you shall bear your iniquity, forty years, 
sion, but he will by no means clear the and you shall know my displeasure, 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of fathers 35 I, the Lord, have spoken; surely this 
upon children, upon the third and upon will I do to all this wicked congregation 
the fourth generation.’ 19 Pardon the that are gathered together against me: 
iniquity of this people, I pray thee, ac- in this wilderness they shall come to a 
cording to the greatness of thy steadfast full end, and there they shall die.” 
love, and according as thou hast for- 36 And the men whom Moses sent to 
given this people, from Egypt even spy out the land, and who returned and 
until now.” made all the congregation to murmur 

20 Then the Lord said, “I have par- against him by bringing up an evil 
doned, according to your word; 21 but report against the land, 37 the men who 
truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall brought up an evil report of the land, 
be filled with the glory of the Lord, died by plague before the Lord. 38 But 

22 none of the men who have seen my Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the 
glory and my signs which I wrought in son of Jephun'neh remained alive, of 
Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet those men who went to spy out the 
have put me to the proof these ten times land. 

and have not hearkened to my voice, 39 And Moses told these words to all 

23 shall see the land which I swore to the people of Israel, and the people 

give to their fathers; and none of those mourned greatly. 40 And they rose early 
who despised me shall see it. 24 But my in the morning, and went up to the 
servant Caleb, because he has a different heights of the hiU country, saying, “See, 
spirit and has followed me fully, I will we are here, we will go up to the place 
bring into the land into which he went, which the Lord has promised; for we 
and his descendants shall possess it. have sinned.” 41 But Moses said, “Why 
25 Now, since the AmaTekites and the now are you transgressing the command 
Canaanites dwell in the valleys, turn of the Lord, for that wul not succeed? 
tomorrow and set out for the wilderness 42 Do not go up lest you be struck 
by the way to the Red Sea.” down before your enemies, for the 

26 And the Lord said to Moses and Lord is not among you. 43 For there the 
to Aaron, 27 “How long shall this AmaTekites and tne Canaanites are be- 
wicked congregation murmur against fore you, and you shall fall by the 
me? I have heard the murmurings of sword; because you have turned back 

14.22-23: Heb 3.18. 14.29: Heb 3.17. 14.33: Acts 7.36. 
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from following the Lord, the Lord will stranger who soioums with you, a per- 
not be with you.” 44 But they presumed petual statute throughout your genera- 
to go up to the heights of the hill tions; as you are, so shall the sojourner 
country, although neither the ark of the be before the Lord. 16 One law and one 
covenant of the Lord, nor Moses, de- ordinance shall be for you and for the 
parted out of the camp. 45 Then the stranger who sojourns with you.” 
AmaTekites and the Canaanites who 17 The Lord said to Moses, 18 “Say 
dwelt in that hill country came down, to the people of Israel, When you come 
and defeated them and pursued them, into the land to which I bring you 
even to Hormah. 19 and when you eat of the food of the 

-|i C The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Say land, you shall present an offering to 
.w to the people of Israel, When the Lord. 20 Of the first of your coarse 
you come into the land you are to in- meal you shall present a cake as an 
habit, which I give you, 3 and you offer offering; as an offering from the thresh- 
ro the Lord from the herd or from the ing floor, so shall you present it. 21 Of 
flock an offering by fire or a burnt offer- the first of your coarse meal you shall 
ing or a sacrifice, to fulfil a vow or as a give to the Lord an offering throughout 
freewill offering or at your appointed your generations, 
feasts, to make a pleasing odour to the 22 “But if you err, and do not observe 
Lord, 4 then he who brings his offering- all these commandments which the 
shall offer to the Lord a cereal offering Lord has spoken to Moses, 23 all that 
of a tenth of an ephah of fine four, the' Lord has commanded you by 
mixed with a fourth of a hin of oil; Moses, from the day that the Lord 
5 and wine for the drink offering; a gave commandment, and onward 
fourth of a hin, you shall prepare with throughout your generations, 24 then if 
the burnt offering, or for the sacrifice, at was done unwittingly without the 
for each lamb. 6 Or for a ram, you shall knowledge of the congregation, all the 
prepare for a cereal offering two tenths congregation shall offer one young bull 
of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a dor a burnt offering, a pleasing odour to 
third of a hin of oil; 7 and for the drink the Lord, with its cereal offering and 
offering you shall offer a third of a hin its drink offering, according to the 
of wine, a pleasing odour to the Lord, ordinance, and one male goat for a sin 
3 And when you prepare a bull for a offering. 25 And the priest shall make 
biunt offering, or tor a sacrifice, to fulfil atonement for all the congregation of 
a vow, or for peace offerings to the the people of Israel, and they shall be 
Lord, 9 then one shall offer with the forgiven; because it was an error, and 
bull a cereal offering of three tenths of they have brought their offering, an 
an ephah of fine flour, mixed with half offering by fire to the Lord, and their 
a hin of oil, 1® and you shall offer for the sin offering before the Lord, for their 
drink offering half a hin of wine, as an error. 26 And all the congregation of the 
offering by fire^ a pleasing odour to the people of Israel shall be forgiven, and 
Lord. b the stranger who sojourns among them, 

11 “Thus it shall be done for each because the whole population was 
bull or ram, or for each of the male involved in the error, 
lambs or the kids. ^According to the 27 “If one person sins unwittingly, 
number that you prepare, so shall you he shall offer a female goat a year old 
do with every one according to their for a sin offering. 28 And the priest shall 
number. 13 AU who are native shall do make atonement before the Lord for 
these t hings in this way, in offering an the person who commits an error, when 
offering by fire, a pleasing odour to the he sins unwittingly, to make atonement 
Lord. 14 And if a stranger is sojourning for him; and he shall be forgiven. 29 You 
with you, or any one is among you shall have one law for him who does 
throughout your generations* and he anything unwittingly, for Him who is 
wishes to offer an offering by fire, a native among the people of Israel, and 
pleasing odour to die Lord, he shall do for the stranger who sojourns among 
as -you do. 38 For the assembly, there them. 30 But the person who does any- 
shall be one statute for you and for the thing with a high hand, whether he is 

Jf-Mt l2M * ^ 24 * 22 » Num 15.15-16, 29. 15.17-21} Ex 34.26; Lev 23.14. 15.22-26< Lev 4.13-2L 
15.27-29} Lev 4.2-12. 
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native or a sojourner, reviles the Lord, 
and that person shall be cut off from 
among his people. 31 Because he has 
despised the word of the Lord, and has 
broken his commandment, that person 
shall be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall 
be upon him.** 

32 While the people of Israel were in 
the wilderness, they found a man 
gathering sticks on the sabbath day. 
33And those who found him gathering 
sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, 
and to all the congregation. 34 They put 
him in custody, because it had not been 
made plain what should be done to 
him. 3 *And the Lord said to Moses, 
“The man shall be put to death; all the 
congregation shall stone him with stones 
outside the camp/’ 36 And all the con¬ 
gregation brought him outside the camp, 
and stoned him to death with stones, 
as the Lord commanded Moses. 

37 The Lord said to Moses, 38 “Speak 
to the people of Israel, and bid them to 
make tassels on the comers of their gar¬ 
ments throughout their generations, 
and to put upon the tassel of each cor¬ 
ner a cord of blue; 39 and it shall be to 
you a tassel to look upon and remember 
all the commandments of the Lord, to 
do them, not to follow after your own 
heart and your own eyes, which you are 
inclined to go after wantonly. 40 So you 
shall remember and do all my com¬ 
mandments, and be holy to your God. 
4 U am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
to be your God: I am the Lord your 
God.” 

i ZT Now Korah the son of Izhar, 
XU son of Kohath, son of Levi, and 
Dathan and Abi'ram the sons of Eli'ab, 
and On the son of Peleth, sons of 
Reuben, 2 took men; and they rose up 
before Moses, with a number of the 
people of Israel, two hundred and fifty 
leaders of the congregation, chosen 
from the assembly, well-known men; 
3 and they assembled themselves to¬ 
gether against Moses and against Aaron, 
and said to them, “You have gone too 
far! For all the congregation are holy, 
every one of them, and the Lord is 
among them; why then do you exalt 
yourselves above the assembly of the 
Lord?” 4 When Moses heard it, he fell 
on his face; 5 and he said to Korah and 
all his company, “In the morning the 
15.38-40; Deuc 22.12. 10.5: 2 Tim 2.19. 


Lord will show who is his, and who is 
holy, and will cause him to come near 
to him; him whom he will choose he 
will cause to come near to him. 6 Do 
this: take censers, Korah and all his 
company; 7 put fire in them and put 
incense upon them before the Lord 
tomorrow, and the man whom the 
Lord chooses shall be the holy one. 
You have gone too far, sons of Levi!” 
8 And Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, 
you sons of Levi: 9 is it too small a thing 
for you that the God of Israel has 
separated you from the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near to himself, to 
do service in the tabernacle of the Lord, 
and to stand before the congregation to 
minister to them; 10 and that he has 
brought you near him, and all your 
brethren the sons of Levi with you? 
And would you seek the priesthood 
also? n Therefore it is against the Lord 
that you and all your company have 
gathered together; what is Aaron that 
you murmur against him?” 

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan 
and Abi'ram the sons of Eli'ab; and they 
said, “We will not come up. 13 Is it a 
small thing that you have brought us up 
out of a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that 
you must also make yourself a prince 
over us? 14 Moreover you have not 
brought us into a land flowing with 
milk and honey, nor given us inherit¬ 
ance of fields and vineyards. Will you 
put out the eyes of these men? We will 
not come up.” 

15 And Moses was very angry, and 
said to the Lord, “Do not respect their 
offering. I have not taken one ass from 
them, and I have not harmed one of 
them.” 16 And Moses said to Korah, 
“Be present, you and all your company, 
before the Lord, you and they, and 
Aaron, tomorrow; I 7 and let every one 
of you take his censer, and put incense 
upon it, and every one of you bring 
before the Lord his censer, two hun¬ 
dred and fifty censers; you also, and 
Aaron, each his censer.” 18 So every 
man took his censer, and they put fire 
in them and laid incense upon them, 
and they stood at the entrance of the 
tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 
19 Then Korah assembled all the con¬ 
gregation against them at the entrance 
of the tent of meeting. And the glory of 
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the Lord appeared to all the con¬ 
gregation. 

20 And the Lord said to Moses and 
to Aaron, 21 “Separate yourselves from 
among this congregation, that I may 
consume them in a moment.” 22 And 
they fell on their faces, and said,“0 
God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
shall one man sin, and wilt thou be 
angry with all the congregation?” 23 And 
the Lord said to Moses, 24 “Say to the 
congregation. Get away from about the 
dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abi'- 
ram.” 

25 Then Moses rose and went to 
Dathan and Abi'ram; and the elders of 
Israel followed him. 26 And he said to 
the congregation, “Depart, I pray you, 
from the tents of these wicked men, and 
touch nothing of theirs, lest you be 
swept away with all their sins.” 27 So 
they got away from about the dwelling 
of Korah, Dathan, and Abi'ram; and 
Dathan and Abi'ram came out and 
stood at the door of their tents, together 
with their wives, their sons, and their 
little ones. 28 And Moses said, “Hereby 
you shall know that the Lord has sent 
me to do all these works, and that it has 
not been of my own accord. 29 If these 
men die the common death of all men, 
or if they are visited by the fate of all 
men, then the Lord has not sent me. 
30 But if the Lord creates something 
new, and the ground opens its mouth, 
and swallows them up, with all that be¬ 
longs to them, and they go down alive 
into Sheol, then you shall know that 
these men have despised the Lord.” 

31 And as he finished speaking all 
these words, the ground under diem 
split asunder; 32 and the earth opened 
its mouth and swallowed them up, with 
their households and all the men that 
belonged to Korah and all their goods. 
33 So they and all that belonged to them 
went down alive into Sheol; and the 
earth closed over them, and they 
perished from the midst of the as¬ 
sembly. 34 And all Israel that were 
round about them fled at their cry; for 
they said, “Lest the earth swallow us 
up!” 35 And fire came forth from the 
Lord, and consumed the two hundred 
and fifty men offering the incense. 

36 < Then the Lord said to Moses, 
37 “Tell Elea'zar the son of Aaron the 
priest to take up the censers out of the 

<Ch 17.1 in Heb *Ch 17.16 in Heb 


blaze; then scatter the fire far and wide. 
For they are holy, 38 the censers of 
these men who have sinned at the cost 
of their lives; so let them be made into 
hammered plates as a covering for the 
altar, for they offered them before the 
Lord; therefore they are holy. Thus 
they shall be a sign to the people of 
Israel.” 39 So Elea'zar the priest took 
the bronze censers^ which those who 
were burned had offered; and they were 
hammered out as a covering for the 
altar, 40 to be a reminder to the people 
of Israel, so that no one who is not a 
priest, who is not of the descendants of 
Aaron, should draw near to bum in¬ 
cense before the Lord, lest he become 
as Korah and as his company—as the 
Lord said to Elea'zar through Moses. 

41 But on the morrow all the con¬ 
gregation of the people of Israel mur¬ 
mured against Moses and against 
Aaron, saying, “You have killed the 
people of the Lord.” 42 And when the 
congregation had assembled against 
Moses and against Aaron, they turned 
toward the tent of meeting; and be¬ 
hold, the cloud covered it, and the glory 
of the Lord appeared. 43 And Moses and 
Aaron came to the front of the tent of 
meeting, 44 and the Lord said to Moses, 
45 “Get away from the midst of this 
congregation, that I may consume them 
in a moment.” And they fell on their 
faces. 46 And Moses said to Aaron, 
“Take your censer, and put fire therein 
from off the altar, and lay incense on it, 
and carry it quickly to the congregation, 
and make atonement for them; for 
wrath has gone forth from the Lord, 
the plague has begun.” 47 So Aaron 
took it as Moses said, and ran into the 
midst of the assembly; and behold, 
the plague had already begun among the 
people; and he put on the incense, and 
made atonement for the people. 48 And 
he stood between the dead and the 
living; and the plague was stopped. 
49 Now those who died by the plague 
were fourteen thousand seven hundred, 
besides those who died in the affair of 
Korah. 50 And Aaron returned to Moses 
at the entrance of the tent of meeting, 
when the plague was stopped. 

l The Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Speak to the people of Israel, 
and get from them rods, one for each 
fathers’ house, from all their leaders ac- 
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cording to their fathers* houses, twelve 
rods. Write each man’s name upon his 
rod, 3 and write Aaron’s name upon the 
rod of Levi. For there shall be one rod 
for the head of each fathers* house. 
4 Then you shall deposit them in the 
tent of meeting before the testimony, 
where I meet with you. 5 And the rod of 
the man whom I choose shall sprout; 
thus I will make to cease from me the 
murmurings of the people of Israel, 
which they murmur against you.” 
0Moses spoke to the people of Israel; 
and all their leaders gave him rods, one 
for each leader, according to their 
fathers’ houses, twelve rods; and the 
rod of Aaron was among their rods. 
7 And Moses deposited the rods before 
the Lord in the tent of the testimony. 

8 And on the morrow Moses went 
into the tent of the testimony; and be¬ 
hold, the rod of Aaron for the house of 
Levi had sprouted and put forth buds, 
and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe 
almonds. 9 Then Moses brought out all 
the rods from before the Lord to all the 
people of Israel; and they looked, and 
each man took his rod. 10 And the Lord 
said to Moses, “Fut back the rod of 
Aaron before the testimony, to be kept 
as a sign for the rebels, that you may 
make an end of their murmurings 
against me, lest they die.” 11 Thus did 
Moses; as the Lord commanded him, 
so he did. 

12 And the people of Israel said to 
Moses, “Behold, we perish, we are un¬ 
done, we are all undone. 13 Every one 
who comes near, who comes near to the 
tabernacle of the Lord, shall die. Are 
we all to perish?” 

lO So the Lord said to Aaron, 
J.O “You and your sons and your 
fathers* house with you shall bear in¬ 
iquity in connection with the sanctuary; 
and you and your sons with you shall 
bear iniquity in connection with your 
priesthood. 2 And with you bring your 
brethren also, the tribe of Levi, the 
tribe of your father, that they may join 
you, and minister to you while you and 
your sons with you are before the tent 
of the testimony. 3 They shall attend 
you and attend to all duties of the tent; 
but shall not come near to the vessels of 
the sanctuary or to the altar, lest they, 
and you, die. 4 They shall join you, and 

* Heb service of gift 
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attend to the tent of meeting, for all the 
service of the tent; and no one else shall 
come near you. 5 And you shall attend 
to the duties of the sanctuary and the 
duties of the altar, that there be wrath 
no more upon the people of Israel. 6 And 
behold, I have taken your brethren the 
Levites from among the people of 
Israel; they are a gift to you, given to 
the Lord, to do the service of the tent 
of meeting. 7 And you and your sons 
with you shall attend to your priesthood 
for all that concerns the altar and that is 
within the veil; and you shall serve. I 
give your priesthood as a gift,* and any 
one else who comes near shall be put to 
death.” 

8 Then the Lord said to Aaron, “And 
behold, I have given you whatever is 
kept of the offerings made to me, all the 
consecrated things of the people of 
Israel; I have given them to you as a 
portion, and to your sons as a perpetual 
due. 9 This shall be yours of the most 
holy things, reserved from the fire; 
every offering of theirs, every cereal 
offering of theirs and every sin offering 
of theirs and every guilt offering of 
theirs, which they render to me, shall 
be most holy to you and to your sons. 
10 In a most holy place shall you eat of 
it; every male may eat of it; it is holy to 
you. 11 This also is yours, the offering of 
their gift, all the wave offerings of the 
people of Israel; I have given them to 
you, and to your sons and daughters 
with you, as a perpetual due; every one 
who is clean in your house may eat of it. 
12A11 the best of the oil, and all the best 
of the wine and of the grain, the first 
fruits of what they give to the Lord, I 
give to you. * 3 The first ripe fruits of all 
that is in their land, which they bring 
to the Lord, shall be yours; every one 
who is clean in your house may eat of 
it. 14 Every devoted thing in Israel shall 
be yours. 15 Everything that opens the 
womb of all flesh, whether man or 
beast, which they offer to the Lord, 
shall be yours; nevertheless the first¬ 
born of man you shall redeem, and the 
firstling of unclean beasts you shall 
redeem. 16 And their redemption price 
(at a month old you shall redeem them) 
you shall fix at five shekels in silver, ac¬ 
cording to the shekel of the sanctuary, 
which is twenty gerahs. 17 But the first- 

18.14: Lev 27.28. 
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ling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, 
or the firstling of a goat, you shall not 
redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle 
their blood upon the altar, and shall 
bum their fat as an offering by lire, a 
pleasing odour to the Lord; 18 but their 
flesh shall be yours, as the breast that is 
waved and as the right thigh are yours. 
19 All the holy offerings which the 
people of Israel present to the Lord I 
give to you, and to your sons and 
daughters with you, as a perpetual due; 
it is a covenant of salt for ever before 
the Lord for you and for your offspring 
with you.” 20 And the Lord said to 
Aaron, “You shall have no inheritance 
in their land, neither shall you have any 
portion among them; I am your portion 
and your inheritance among the people 
of Israel. 

21 “To the Levites I have given every 
tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in re¬ 
turn for their service which they serve, 
their service in the tent of meeting. 
22 And henceforth the people of Israel 
shall not come near the tent of meeting, 
lest they bear sin and die. 23 But the 
Levites shall do the service of the tent 
of meeting, and they shall bear their 
iniquity; it shall be a perpetual statute 
throughout your generations; and 
among the people of Israel they shall 
have no inheritance. 24 For the tithe of 
the people of Israel, which they present 
as an offering to the Lord, I have given 
to the Levites for an inheritance; there¬ 
fore I have said of them that they shall 
have no inheritance among the people 
of Israel.” 

25 And the Lord said to Moses, 
26 “Moreover you shall say to the Le¬ 
vites, ‘When you take from the people 
of Israel the tithe which I have given 
you from them for your inheritance, 
then you shall present an offering from 
it to the Lord, a tithe of the tithe. 27 And 
your offering shall be reckoned to you 
as though it were the grain of the 
threshing floor, and as the fullness of 
the wine press. 28 So shall you also 
present an offering to the Lord from all 
your tithes, which you receive from the 
people of Israel; and from it you shall 
give the Lord’s offering to Aaron the 
priest. 29 Out of all the gifts to you, you 
shall present every offering due to the 
Lord, from all the best of them, giving 
the hallowed part from them.* 30 There- 
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fore you shall say to them, ‘When you 
have offered from it the best of it, then 
the rest shall be reckoned to the Levites 
as produce of the threshing floor, and as 
produce of the wine press; 31 and you 
may eat it in any place, you and your 
households; for it is your reward in 
return for your service in the tent of 
meeting. 32 And you shall bear no sin by 
reason of it, when you have offered the 
best of it. And you shall not profane the 
holy things of the people of Israel, lest 
you die.* ” 

*|Q Now the Lord said to Moses 
3^7 and to Aaron, 2 “This is the 
statute of the law which the Lord has 
commanded: Tell the people of Israel 
to bring you a red heifer without defect, 
in which there is no blemish, and upon 
which a yoke has never come. 3 And you 
shall give her to Elea'zar the priest, and 
she shall be taken outside the camp and 
slaughtered before him; 4 and Elea'zar 
the priest shall take some of her blood 
with his finger, and sprinkle some of her 
blood toward the front of the tent of 
meeting seven times. 5 And the heifer 
shall be burned in his sight; her skin, 
her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, 
shall be burned; 6 and the priest shall 
take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet 
stuff, and cast them into the midst of 
the burning of the heifer. 7 Then the 
priest shall wash his clothes and bathe 
his body in water, and afterwards he 
shall come into the camp; and the priest 
shall be unclean until evening. 8 He 
who bums the heifer shall wash his 
clothes in water and bathe his body in 
water, and shall be unclean until eve¬ 
ning. °And a man who is clean shall 
gather up the ashes of the heifer, and 
deposit them outside the camp in a 
clean place; and they shall be kept for 
the congregation of die people of Israel 
for the water for impurity, for the re¬ 
moval of sin. I0 And he who gathers the 
ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, 
and be unclean until evening. And this 
shall be to the people of Israel, and to 
the stranger who sojourns among them, 
a perpetual statute. 

11 “He who touches the dead body 
of any person shall be unclean seven 
days; 12 he shall cleanse himself with the 
water on the third day and on the 
seventh day, and so be clean; but if he 
does not cleanse himself on the third 
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day and on the seventh day, he will not 
become clean. 13 Whoever touches 
dead person, the body of any man who 
has died, and does not cleanse himself, 
defiles the tabernacle of the Lord, and 
that person shall be cut off from Israel; 
because the water for impurity was not 
thrown upon him, he shall be unclean; 
his uncleanness is still on him. 

14 “This is the law when a man dies 
in a tent: every one who comes into the 
tent, and every one who is in the tent, 
shall be unclean seven days. 15 And every 
open vessel, which has no cover fas¬ 
tened upon it, is unclean. Whoever 
in the open field touches one who is 
slain with a sword, or a dead body, or a 
bone of a man, or a grave, shall be un¬ 
clean seven days. * ' For the unclean 
they shall take some ashes of the burnt 
sin offering, and running water shall be 
added in a vessel; 18 then a clean person 
shall take hyssop, and dip it in the 
water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and 
upon all the furnishings, and upon the 
persons who were there, and upon him 
who touched the bone, or the slain, or 
the dead, or the grave; 19 and the dean 
person shall sprinkle upon the unclean 
on the third day and on the seventh day; 
thus on the seventh day he shall cleanse 
him, and ne shall wash his clothes and 
bathe himself in water, and at evening 
he shall be dean. 

20 “But the man who is unclean and 
does not cleanse himself, that person 
shall be cut off from the midst of the 
assembly, since he has defiled, the 
sanctuary of the Lord; because the 
water for impurity has not been thrown 
upon him, he is unclean. 21 And it shall 
be a perpetual statute for them. He who 
sprinkles the water for impurity shall 
wash his clothes; and he who touches 
the water for impurity shall be unclean 
until evening. 22 And whatever the un¬ 
clean person touches shall be unclean; 
and any one who touches it shall be 
unclean until evening.” 

*3f| And the people of Israel, the 
"" whole congregation, came into 
the wilderness of Zin in the first month, 
and the people stayed in Kadesh; and 
Miriam died there, and was buried 
there. 

2 Now there was no water for the 
congregation; and they assembled them- 

* That is Contention 
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selves together against Moses and 
against Aaron. 3 And the people con¬ 
tended with Moses, and said, “Would 
that we had died when our brethren 
died before the Lord! 4 Why have you 
brought the assembly of the Lord into 
this wilderness, that we should die here, 
both we and our cattle? 5 And why have 
you made us come up out of Egypt, to 
bring us to this evil place? It is no place 
for grain, or figs, or vines, or pomegran¬ 
ates; and there is no water to drink.” 
6 Then Moses and Aaron went from the 
presence of the assembly to the door of 
the tent of meeting, and fell on their 
faces. And the glory of the Lord ap¬ 
peared to them, 7 and the Lord said to 
Moses, 8 “Take the rod, and assemble 
the congregation, you and Aaron your 
brother, and tell die rock before their 
eyes to yield its water; so you shall bring 
water out of the rock for them; so you 
shall give drink to the congregation and 
their cattle.” 9 And Moses took the rod 
from before the Lord, as he com¬ 
manded him. 

10 And Moses and Aaron gathered 
the assembly together before the rock, 
and he said to them, “Hear now, you 
rebels; shall we bring forth water for 
you out of this rock?” 11 And Moses 
lifted up his hand and struck the rock 
with his rod twice; and water came 
forth abundantly, and the congregation 
drank, and their cattle. 12 And the Lord 
said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you 
did not believe in me, to sanctify me in 
the eyes of the people of Israel, there¬ 
fore you shall not bring this assembly 
into the land which I have given them.” 
13 These are the waters of Mer'ibah,* 
where the people of Israel contended 
with the Lord, and he showed himself 
holy among them. 

14 Moses sent messengers from 
Kadesh to the king of Edom, “Thus 
says your brother Israel: You know all 
the adversity that has befallen us: 
15 how our fathers went down to Egypt, 
and we dwelt in Egypt a long time; and 
the Egyptians dealt harshly with us and 
our fathers; 16 and when we cried to the 
Lord, he heard our voice, and sent an 
angel and brought us forth out of Egypt; 
and here we are in Kadesh, a city on the 
edge of your territory. * 7 Now let ui 
pass through your land. We will not 
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pass through field or vineyard, neither 
will we drink water from a well; wc will 
go along the King’s Highway, we will 
not turn aside to the right hand or to the 
left, until we have passed through your 
territory.” 18 But Edom said to him, 
“You shall not pass through, lest I come 
out with the sword against you.” 50 And 
the people of Israel said to him, “We 
will go up by the highway; and if we 
drink of your water, 1 and my cattle, 
then I will pay for it; let me only pass 
through on foot, nothing more,” 20 But 
he said, “You shall not pass through.” 
And Edom came out against them with 
many men, and with a strong force. 
2X Thus Edom refused to give Israel 
passage through his territory; so Israel 
turned away from him. 

22 And they journeyed from Kadesh, 
and the people of Israel, the whole con¬ 
gregation, came to Mount Hor. 21 And 
the Lord said to Moses and Aaron at 
Mount Hor, on the border of the land 
of Edom, 24 “Aaron shall be gathered 
to his people; for he shall not enter the 
land which I have given to the people 
of Israel, because you rebelled against 
my command at the waters of Mer'ibah. 
25 Take Aaron and Elea'zar his son, and 
bring them up to Mount Hor; 2fi and 
strip Aaron of his garments, and put 
them upon Elea'zar his son; and Aaron 
shall be gathered to his people, and 
shall die there.” 22 Moses did as the 
Lord commanded; and they went up 
Mount Hor in the sight of all the con¬ 
gregation. 28 And Moses stripped Aaron 
of his garments, and put them upon 
Elea'zar his son; and Aaron died there 
on the top of the mountain. Then 
Moses and Elea'zar came down from 
the mountain. 20 And when all the con¬ 
gregation saw that Aaron was dead, all 
the house of Israel wept for Aaron 
thirty days. 

When the Canaanite, the king 
of Arad, who dwelt in the Negeb, 
heard that Israel was coming by the 
way of Atharim, he fought against 
Israel, and took some of them captive. 
2 And Israel vowed a vow to the Lord, 
and said, “If thou wilt indeed give this 
people into my hand, then I will utterly 
destroy their cities.” 3 And the Lord 
hearkened to the voice of Israel, and 
gave over the Canaanites; and they 
utterly destroyed them and their cities; 

m Hcb Destruction " That is Well 20.25-29: Num 


so the name of the place was called 
Hormah. 771 

4 From Mount Hor they set out by 
the way to the Red Sea, to go around 
the land of Edom; and the people be¬ 
came impatient on the way. 5 Arid the 
people spoke against God and against 
Moses, “Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 
For there is no food and no water, and 
we loathe this worthless food.” 6 Then 
the Lord sent fiery serpents among the 
people, and they bit the people, so that 
many people of Israel died. 7 And the 
people came to Moses, and said, “We 
have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the Lord and against you; pray to the 
Lord, that he take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the 
people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a 
pole; and every one who is bitten, when 
he sees it, shall live. 1 ” 9 So Moses made 
a bronze serpent, and set it on a pole; 
and if a serpent bit any man, he would 
look at the bronze serpent and live. 

10 And the people of Israel set out, 
and encamped in Oboth, "And they set 
out from Oboth, and encamped at 
I'ye-ab'arim, in the wilderness which is 
opposite Moab, toward the sunrise. 
12 From there they set out, and en¬ 
camped in the Valley of Zered. 13 From 
there they set out, and encamped on the 
other side of the Arnon, which is in the 
wilderness, that extends from the boun¬ 
dary of the Amorites; for the Arnon is 
the boundary of Moab, between Moab 
and the Amorites. 14 Wherefore it is 
said in the Book of the Wars of the 
Lord, 

“Waheb in Suphah, 
and the valleys of the Arnon, 

15 and the slope of the valleys 
that extends to the seat of Ar, 
and leans to the border of Moab.” 

16 And from there they continued to 
Beer;” that is the well of which the 
Lord said to Moses, “Gather the people 
together, and I will give them water.” 

17 Then Israel sang this song: 

“Spring up, O well!—Sing to it!— 

18 the well which the princes dug, 
which the nobles of the people 

delved, 

with the sceptre and with their 
staves.” 

And from the wilderness they went on 

3 38-39. 21.1: Num 33.40. 
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to Mat'tanah,and from Mat'tanah to 
Nahal'iel, and from Nahal'iel to Ba- 
moth, 20 and from Bamoth to the valley 
lying in the region of Moab by the top 
of Pisgah which looks down upon the 
desert. 0 

21 Then Israel sent messengers to 
Sihon king of the Amorites, saying., 

22 “Let me pass through your land; we 
will not turn aside into field or vineyard; 
we will not drink the water of a well; we 
will go by the King’s Highway, until we 
have passed through your territory.” 

23 But Sihon would not allow Israel to 
pass through his territory. He gathered 
all his men together, and went out 
against Israel to the wilderness, and 
came to Jahaz, and fought against 
Israel. 24 And Israel slew him with the 
edge of the sword, and took possession 
of his land from the Amon to the Jab- 
bok, as far as to the Ammonites; for 
Jazer was the boundary of the Am¬ 
monites.? 25And Israel took all these 
cities, and Israel settled in all the cities 
of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all 
its villages. 26 For Heshbon was the city 
of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who 
had fought against the former king of 
Moab and taken all his land out of his 
hand, as far as the Amon. 27 Therefore 
the ballad singers say, 

“Come to Heshbon, let it be built, 
let the city of Sihon be established. 

28 For fire went forth from Heshbon, 

flame from the city of Sihon. 

It devoured Ar of Moab, 
the lords of the heights of the 
Amon. 

29 Woe to you, O Moab! 

You are undone, O people of 
Chemosh! 

He has made his sons fugitives, 
and his daughters captives, 
to an Amonte king, Sihon. 

30 So their posterity perished from 

Heshbon,® as far as Dibon, 
and we laid waste until fire spread 
to Med'eba.” r 

31 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of 
the Amorites. 32 And Moses sent to spy 
out Jazer; and they took its villages, and 
dispossessed the Amorites that were 
there. 33 Then they turned and went up 
by the way to Bashan; and Og the king 


Sihon and Og conquered 
of Bashan came out against them, he 
and all his people, to battle at Ed're-i. 
34 But the Lord said to Moses, “Do not 
fear him; for I have given him into your 
hand, and all his people, and his land; 
and you shall do to him as you did to 
Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt 
at Heshbon.” 35 So they slew him, and 
his sons, and all his people, until there 
was not one survivor left to him; and 
they possessed his land. 

Then-the people of Israel set 
out, and encamped in the plains 
of Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho. 
2 And Balak the son of Zippor saw all 
that Israel had done to the Amorites. 
3 And Moab was in great dread of the 
people, because they were many; Moab 
was overcome with fear of the people of 
Israel. 4 And Moab said to the elders of 
Mid'ian, “This horde will now lick up 
all that is round about us, as the ox licks 
up the grass of the field.” So Balak the 
son of Zippor, who was king of Moab 
at that time, 5 sent messengers to 
Balaam the son of Be'or at Pethor, 
which is near the River, in the land of 
Amaw to call him, saying, “Behold, a 
people has come out of Egypt; they 
cover the face of the earth, and they are 
dwelling opposite me. 6 Come now, 
curse this people for me, since they are 
too mighty for me; perhaps I shall be 
able to defeat them and drive them from 
the land; for I know that he whom you 
bless is blessed, and he whom you curse 
is cursed.” 

7 So the elders of Moab and the elders 
of Mid'ian departed with the fees for 
divination in their hand; and they came 
to Balaam, and gave him Balak’s mes¬ 
sage. 8 And he said to them, “Lodge 
here this night, and I will bring back 
word to you, as the Lord speaks to 
me”; so the princes of Moab stayed 
with Balaam. 9 And God came to Balaam 
and said, “Who are these men with 
you?” 10 And Balaam said to God, “Ba¬ 
lak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has 
sent to me, saying, 11 ‘Behold, a people 
has come out of Egypt, and it covers the 
face of the earth; now come, curse them 
for me; perhaps I shall be able to fight 
against them and drive them out.* ” 
12 God said to Balaam, “You shall not 
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Balaam 1 s ass speaks 
go with them; you shall not curse the 
people, for they are blessed.” 13 So 
Balaam rose in the morning, and said to 
the princes of Balak, “Go to your own 
land; for the Lord has refused to let me 
go with you.” 14 So the princes of Moab 
rose and went to Balak, and said, 
“Balaam refuses to come with us.” 

15 Once again Balak sent princes, 
more in number and more honourable 
than they. 16 And they came to Balaam 
and said to him, “Thus says Balak the 
son of Zippor: ‘Let nothing hinder you 
from coming to me; 17 for I will surely 
do you great honour, and whatever you 
say to me I will do; come, curse this 
people for me.’ ” 18 But Balaam an¬ 
swered and said to the servants of 
Balak, “Though Balak were to give me 
his house full of silver and gold, I could 
not go beyond the command of the 
Lord my God, to do less or more. 
19 Pray, now, tarry here this night also, 
that I may know what more the Lord 
will say to me.” 20 And God came to 
Balaam at night and said to him, “If the 
men have come to call you, rise, go with 
them; but only what I bid you, that 
shall you do.” 

21 So Balaam rose in the morning, 
and saddled his ass, and went with the 
princes of Moab. 22 But God’s anger 
was kindled because he went; and the 
angel of the Lord took his stand in the 
way as his adversary. Now he was riding 
on the ass, and his two servants were 
with him. 23 And the ass saw the angel 
of the Lord standing in the road, with a 
drawn sword in his hand; and the ass 
turned aside out of the road, and went 
into the field; and Balaam struck the 
ass, to turn her into the road. 24 Then 
the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow 
path between the vineyards, with a wall 
on either side. ^And when the ass saw 
the angel of the Lord, she pushed 
against the wall, and pressed Balaam’s 
foot against the wall; so he struck her 
again. 26 Then the angel of the Lord 
went ahead, and stood in a narrow place, 
where there was no way to turn either 
to the right or to the left. 27 When the 
ass saw the angel of the Lord, she lay 
down under Balaam; and Balaam’s 
anger was kindled, and he struck the ass 
with his staff. 28 Then the Lord opened 
gie mouth of the ass, and she said to 
Balaam, “What have I done to you, 
that you have struck me these three 
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times?” 29 And Balaam said to the ass, 
“Because you have made sport of me. 1 
wish I had a sword in my hand, for then 
I would kill you.” 30 And the ass said to 
Balaam, “Am I not your ass, upon 
which you have ridden all your life long 
to this day? Was I ever accustomed to 
do so to you?” And he said, “No.” 

31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of 
Balaam, and he saw the angel of the 
Lord standing in the way, with his 
drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed 
his head, and fell on his face. 32 And the 
angel of the Lord said to him, "Why 
have you struck your ass these three 
times? Behold, I have come forth to 
withstand you, because your way is 
perverse before me; 33 and the ass saw 
me, and turned aside before me these 
three times. If she had not turned aside 
from me, surely just now I would have 
slain you and let her live.” 34 Then 
Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, 
“I have sinned, for I did not know that 
thou didst stand in the road against me. 
Now therefore, if it is evil in thy sight, I 
will go back again.” 35 And the angel of 
the Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the 
men; but only the word which I bid 
you, that shall you speak.” So Balaam 
went on with the princes of Balak. 

36 When Balak heard that Balaam 
had come, he went out to meet him at 
the city of Moab, on the boundary 
formed by the Amon, at the extremity 
of the boundary. 37 And Balak said to 
Balaam, “Did I not send to you to call 
you? Why did you not come to me? Am 

1 not able to honour you?” 38 Balaam 
said to Balak, “Lo, I have come to you! 
Have I now any power at all to speak 
anything? The word that God puts in 
my mouth, that must I speak.” 39 Then 
Balaam went with Balak, and they came 
to Kir'iath-hu'zoth. 40 And Balak sacri¬ 
ficed oxen and sheep, and sent to Ba¬ 
laam and to the princes who were with 
him. 

41 And on the morrow Balak took 
Balaam and brought him up to Ba- 
moth-ba'al; and from there he saw the 
•^'3 nearest of the people. *And Ba- 
laam said to Balak, “Build for me 
here seven altars, and provide for me 
here seven bulls and seven rams.” 

2 Balak did as Balaam had said; and 
Balak and Balaam offered on each altar 
a bull and a ram. 3 And Balaam said to 
Balak, “Stand beside your burnt offer- 
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ing, and I will go; perhaps the Lord And Balak said to him, “What has the 
will come ro meet me; and whatever he Lord spoken?” 18 And Balaam took up 


shows me I will tell you.” And he went 
to a bare height. 4 And God met Balaam; 
and Balaam said to him, “I have pre¬ 
pared the seven altars, and I have of¬ 
fered upon each altar a bull and a ram.” 
5 And the Lord put a word in Balaam’s 
mouth, and said, “Return to Balak, and 
thus you shall speak.” 6 And he re¬ 
turned to him, and lo, he and all the 
princes of Moab were standing beside 
his burnt offering. 7 And Balaam took up 
his discourse, and said, 

“From Aram Balak has brought me, 
the king of Moab from the eastern 
mountains; 

*Come, curse Jacob for me, 
and come, denounce Israel!* 

8 How can I curse whom God has not 
cursed? 

How can I denounce whom the 
Lord has not denounced? 

^ For from the top of the mountains 
I see him, 

from the hills I behold him; 
lo, a people dwelling alone, 

and not reckoning itself among the 
nations! 

i0 Who can count the dust of Jacob, 
or number the fourth part* of 
Israel? 

Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my end be like his 1” 

11 And Balak said to Balaam, “What 
have you done to me? I took you to 
curse my enemies, and behold, you have 
done nothing but bless them.” i2 And 
he answered, “Must I not take heed to 
speak what the Lord puts in my 
mouth?” 

13 And Balak said to him, “Come 
with me to another place, from which 
you may see them; you shall see only the 
nearest of them, and shall not see them 
all; then curse them for me from there.” 
14 And he took him to the field of 
Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built 
seven altars, and offered a bull and a 
ram on each altar. 15 Balaam said to 
Balak, “Stand here beside your burnt 
offering, while I meet the Lord yon¬ 
der/* J °And the Lord met Balaam, and 
put a word in his mouth, and said, 
“Return to Balak, and thus shall you 
speak/* l7 And he came to him, and, lo, 
he was standing beside his burnt offer¬ 
ing, and the princes of Moab with him. 

* Or dust clouds * Or Jeshimon 


his discourse, and said, 

“Rise, Balak, and hear; 

hearken to me, O son of Zippor: 
God is not man, that he should lie, 
or a son of man, that he should 
repent. 

Has he said, and will he not do it? 
Or has he spoken, and will he not 
fulfil it? 

20 Behold, I received a command to 

bless: 

he has blessed, and I cannot revoke 
it. 

21 Kc has not beheld misfortune in 

Jacob; 

nor has he seen trouble in Israel. 
The Lord their God is with them, 
and the shout of a king is among 
tli cm. 

22 God brings them out of Egypt; 

they have as it were the horns of 
the wild ox. 

23 For there is no enchantment against 

Jacob, 

no divination against Israel; 
now it shall be said of Jacob and 
Israel, 

‘What has God wrought!’ 

24 Behold, a people! As a lioness it rises 

up 

and as a lion it lifts itself; 
it does not lie down till it devours the 
prey, 

and drinks the blood of the slain/* 
25 And Balak said to Balaam, 
“Neither curse them at all, nor bless 
them at all.” 26 But Balaam answered 
Balak, “Did I not tell you, ‘All that the 
Lord says, that I must do’?” 27 And 
Balak said to Balaam, “Come now, 1 
will take you to another place; perhaps’ 
it will please God that you may curse 
them for me from there.” 28 So Balak 
took Balaam to the top of Pe'or, that 
overlooks the desert/ 29 And Balaam 
said to Balak, “Build for me here seven 
altars, and provide for me here seven 
bulls and seven rams.” 30 And Balak did 
as Balaam had said, and offered a bull 
and a ram on each altar. 

When Balaam saw that it pleased 
the Lord to bless Israel, he did 
not go, as at other times, to look for 
omens, but set his face toward the 
wilderness. 2 And Balaam lifted up his 
eyes, and saw Israel encamping tribe by 
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tribe. And the Spirit of God came upon this people will do to your people in the 
him, 3 and he took up his discourse, and latter days.” 15 And he took up his dis- 
sa id course, and said, 

“The oracle of Balaam the son of “The oracle of Balaam the son of 
Be'or, , Be'or, 

the oracle of the man whose eye is the oracle of the man whose eye is 
opened," opened, r .... , 

4 the oracle of him who hears the words 16 the oracle of him who hears the 

of God, words of God, 

who sees the vision of the Al- and knows the knowledge of the 
mighty. Most Hig\ 

falling down, but having his eyes who sees the vision of the Almighty, 
uncovered: falling down, but having his eyes 

5 how fair are your tents, O Jacob, uncovered: 

your encampments, O Israel! 17 I see him, but not now; 

4 Like valleys that stretch afar, I behold him, but not nigh: 

like gardens beside a river, a star shall come forth out of Jacob, 

like aloes that the Lord has planted, and a sceptre shall rise out of Israel; 

like cedar trees beside the waters. it shall crush the forehead*" of Moab, 
’Water shall flow from his buckets, and break down all the sons of 
and his seed shall be in many Sheth. 

waters, 18 Edom shall be dispossessed, 

his king shall be higher than Agag, Se'ir also, his enemies, shall be 
and his kingdom shall be exalted. dispossessed, 

8 God brings him out of Egypt; while Israel does valiantly. 

he has as it were the horns of the 19 By Jacob shall dominion be exercised, 
wild ox, and the survivors of cities be de- 

he shall eat up the nations his ad- stroyed!” 

versaries, 20 Then he looked on Am'alek, and 

and shall break their bones in took up his discourse, and said, 

pieces, “Am'alek was the first of the nations, 

and pierce them through with his but in the end he shall come to 
arrows. destruction.” 

9 He couched, he lay down like a lion, 21 And he looked on the Ken'it e, and 

and like a lioness; who will rouse took up his discourse, and said, 

him up? “Enduring is your dwelling place, 

Blessed be every one who blesses you, and your nest is set in the rock; 
and cursed be every one who 22 nevertheless Kain shall be wasted, 

curses you.” How long shall Asshur take you 

10 And Balak’s anger was kindled away captive?” 

against Balaam, and he struck his 23 And he took up his discourse, and 
hands together; and Balak said to Ba- said, 

laam, “I called you to curse my enemies, “Alas, who shall live when God does 
and behold, you have blessed them this? 

these three times. 11 Therefore now flee 24 But ships shall come from Kittim 
to your place; I said, T will certainly and shall afflict Asshur and Eber; 
honour you,* but the Lord has held you and he also shall come to destruc- 
back from honour.” 12 And Balaam said tion.” 

to Balak, “Did I not tell your mes- 25 Then Balaam rose, and went back 
sengers whom you sent to me, u ‘If to his place; and Balak also went his 
Balak should give me his house full of 

silver and gold, I would not be able to While Israel dwelt in Shittim 

go beyond the word of the Lord, to do the people began to play the har- 

either good or bad of my own will; what lot with the daughters of Moab. 2 These 
the Lord speaks, that will I speak’? invited the people to the sacrifices of 
1 And now, behold, I am going to my their gods, and the people ate, and 
people; come, I will let you know what bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel 

c !° s *d or pc 1 !#* 9 Or closed or perfect w Heb comers (of the head) 

*4.9: Gen 49.9. 
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yoked himself to Ba'a! of Pe'or. And the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel; 4 and the Lord said to Moses, 
“Take all the chiefs of the people, and 
hang them in the sun before the Lord, 
that the fierce anger of the Lord may 
turn away from Israel.” 5 And Moses 
%aid to the judges of Israel, “Every one 
of you slay his men who have yoked 
themselves to Ba'al of Pe'or.” 

6 And behold, one of the people of 
Israel came and brought a Mid'ianite 
woman to his family, in the sight of 
Moses and in the sight of the whole 
congregation of the people of Israel, 
viiile they were weeping at the door of 
.he tent of meeting. 7 When Phin'ehas 
he son of Elea'zar, son of Aaron the 
priest, saw it, he rose and left the con¬ 
gregation, and took a spear in his hand 
^ and went after the man of Israel into 
the inner room, and pierced both of 
them, the man of Israel and the woman, 
Through her body. Thus the plague was 
stayed from the people of Israel. 

Nevertheless those that died by the 
plague were twenty-four thousand. 

.10 And the Lord said to Moses, 

“Phin'ehas the son of Elea'zar, son 
of Aaron the priest, has turned back 
my wrath from the people of Israel, in 
diat he was jealous with my jealousy 
among them, so that I did not consume 
the people of Israel in my jealousy, 
12 Therefore sav, ‘Behold, X give to him 
my covenant of peace; 15 and it shall be 
to him, and to his descendants after 
him, the covenant of a perpetual priest¬ 
hood, because he was jealous for his 
God, and made atonement for the 
people of Israel.* ** 

14 The name of the slain man of 
Israel, who was slain with the Mid'¬ 
ianite woman, was Zimri the son of 
Salu, head of a fathers’ house belonging 
to the Simeonites. l5 And the name of 
the Mid'ianite woman who was slain 
was Cozbi the daughter of Zur, who was 
the head of the people of a fathers* 
house in Mid'ian. 

16 And the Lord said to Moses, 
17 “Harass the Mid'ianites, and smite 
them; 18 for they have harassed you 
with their, wiles, with which they be¬ 
guiled you in the matter of Pe'or, and 
m the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of 
the prince of Mid'ian, their sister, who 

* Supplying take a census of the people Compare verse 2 
26.5-51: Num 1.20-46. 


was slain on the day of the plague on 
account of Pe'or.** 

After the plague the Lord said 
to Moses and to Elea'zar the son 
of Aaron, the priest , 2 “Take a census of 
all the congregation of the people of 
Israel, from twenty years old and up¬ 
ward, by their fathers 9 houses, all in 
Israel who are able to go forth to war.** 

5 And Moses and Elea'zar the priest 
spoke with them in the plains of Moab 
by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 4 “Take 
a census of the people,* from twenty 
years old and upward, as the Lord 
commanded Moses. The people of 
Israel, who came forth out of the land of 
Egypt, were: 

5 Reuben, the first-born of Israel; 
the sons of Reuben: of Hanoch, the 
family of the Ha'nochites; of Pallu, the 
family of the Pal'luites; 6 of Hezron, the 
family of the Hez'ronites; of Carmi, the 
family of the Carmites. 7 These are the 
families of the Reubenites; and their 
number was forty-three thousand seven 
hundred and thirty. 8 And the sons of 
Pallu: Eli'ab, 9 The sons of Eli'ab: 
Nem'u-el, Dathan, and Abi'ram. These 
are the Dathan and Abi'ram, chosen 
from the congregation, who contended 
against Moses and Aaron in the com¬ 
pany of Korah, when they contended 
against the Lord, 10 and the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed them 
up together with Korah, when that 
company died, when the fire devoured 
two hundred and fifty men; and they 
became a warning. 11 Notwithstanding, 
the sons of Korah did not die. 

12 The sons of Simeon according to 
their families: of Nem'u-el, the family of 
the Nem'uelites; of Jamin, the family of 
the Ja'minites; of Jachin, the family of 
the Ja'chinites; 13 of Zerah, the family of 
the Zer ’ahites; of Sha'ul, the family of 
the Sha'ulites. 14 These are the families 
of the Simeonites, twenty-two thousand 
two hundred. 

15 The sons of Gad according to their 
families: of Zephon, the family of the 
Ze'phonites; of Haggi, the family of the 
Haggites; of Shunt, the family of the 
Shunites; 16 of Ozni, the family of the 
Oznites; of Eri, the family of the Erites; 

17 of Ar'od, the family of the Ar'odites; 
of Areli, the family of the Are'lites. 

18 These are the families of the sons of 
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Gad according to their number, forty 
thousand five hundred. 

19 The sons of Judah were Er and 
Onan; and Er and Onan died in the 
land of Canaan. 20 And the sons of Judah 
according to their families were: of 
Shelah, the family of the Shela'nites; of 
Perez, the family of the Per'ezites; of 
Zerah, the family of the Zer'ahitcs. 

21 And the sons of Perez were: of Hez- 
ron, the family of the Hez'ronites; of 
Hamul, the family of the Hamu'lites. 

22 These are the families of Judah ac¬ 
cording to their number, seventy-six 
thousand five hundred. 

23 The sons of Is'sachar according to 
their families: of Tola, the family of the 
To'laites; of Puvah, the family of the 
Punites; 24 of Jashub, the family of the 
Jash'ubites; of Shimron, the family of 
the Shim'ronites. 25 These are the 
families of Is'sachar according to their 
number, sixty-four thousand three 
hundred. 

26 The sons of Zeb'ulun, according to 
their families: of Sered, the family of 
the Ser'edites; of Elon, the family of the 
E'lonites; of Jahleel, the family of the 
Jah'leelites. 27 These are the families of 
the Zebu'1 unites according to their 
number, sixty thousand five hundred. 

28 The sons of Joseph according to 
their families: Manas'seh and E'phraim. 

29 The sons of Manas'seh: of Machir, 
the family of the Machirites; and 
Machir was the father of Gilead; of 
Gilead, the family of the Gileadites. 

30 These are the sons of Gilead: of 
Ie'zer, the family of the Ie'zerites; of 
Helek, the family of the He'lekites; 

31 and of As'ri-el, the family of the As'- 
rielites; and of Shechem, the family of 
the She'chemites; 32 and c f Shemi'da, 
the family of the Shemi'daites; and of 
Hepher, the family of the He'pherites. 
33 Now Zelo'phehad the son of Hepher 
had no sons, but daughters: and the 
names of the daughters of Zelo'phehad 
were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, 
and Tirzah. 34 These are the families of 
Manas'seh; and their number was 
fifty-two thousand seven hundred. 

35 These are the sons of E'phraim 
according to their families: of Shuthe'- 
lah, the family of the Shuthe'lahites; of 
Becher, the family of the Be'cherites; 
of Tahan, the family of the Ta'hanites. 
36And these are the sons of Shuthe'lah: 
of Eran, the family of the E'ranites. 
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37 These are the families of the sons of 
E'phraim according to their number, 
thirty-two thousand five hundred. These 
are the sons of Joseph according to their 
families. 

38 The sons of Benjamin according 
to their families: of Bela, the family of 
the Be'la-ites; of Ashbel, the family of 
the Ash'belites; of Ahi'ram, the family 
of the Ahi'ramites; 39 of Shephu'pham, 
the family of the Shu'phamites; of 
Hupham, the family of the Hu'- 
phamites. 40 And the sons of Bela were 
Ard and Na'aman: of Ard, the family of 
the Ard'ites; of Na'aman, the family of 
the Na'amites. 41 These are the sons of 
Benjamin according to their families; 
and their number was forty-five thou¬ 
sand six hundred. 

42 These are the sons of Dan ac¬ 
cording to their families: of Shuham, 
the family of the Shu'hamites. These 
are the families of Dan according to 
their families. 43 All the families of the 
Shu'hamites, according to their num¬ 
ber, were sixty-four thousand four 
hundred. 

44 The sons of Asher according to 
their families: of Imnah, the family of 
the Imnites; of Ishvi, the family of the 
Ishvites; of Beri'ah, the family of the 
Beri'ites. 45 Of the sons of Beri'ah: of 
Heber, the family of the He'berites; of 
Mal'chi-el, the family of the Mal'chi- 
elites. 46 And the name of the daughter 
of Asher was Serah. 47 These are the 
families of the sons of Asher according 
to their number, fifty-three thousand 
four hundred. 

48 The sons of Naph'tali according to 
their families: of Jahzeel, the family of 
the Jah'zeelites; of Guni, the family of 
the Gunites; 49 of Jezer, the family of 
the Je'zerites; of Shillem, the family of 
the Shiriemites. 50 These are the 
families of Naph'tali according to their 
families; and their number was forty- 
five thousand four hundred. 

51 This was the number of the people 
of Israel, six hundred and one thousand 
seven hundred and thirty. 

52 The Lord said to Moses; 53 “To 
these the land shall be divided for in¬ 
heritance according to the number of 
names. 54 To a large tribe you shall give 
a large inheritance, and to a small tribe 
you shall give a small inheritance; every 
tribe shall be given its inheritance ac¬ 
cording to its numbers. 55 But the land 
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shall be divided by lot; according to the company of Korah, but died for his own 
names of the tribes of their fathers they sin; and he had no sons. 4 Why should 
shall inherit. 56 Their inheritance shall the name of our father be taken away 
be divided according to lot between the from his family, because he had no son? 
larger and the smaller.’* Give to us a possession among our 

57 These are the Levites as numbered father’s brethren.” 
according to their families: of Gershon, 5 Moses brought their case before the 
the family of the Gershonites; of Lord. 6 And the Lord said to Moses, 
Kohath, the family of the Kohathites; 7 “The daughters of Zelo'phehad are 
of Merar'i, the family of the Merar ites. right; you shall give them possession of 
58 These are the families of Levi: the an inheritance among their father’s 
family of the Libnites, the family of the brethren and cause the inheritance of 
He'bronites, the family of the Mahlites, their father to pass to them. 8 And you 
the family of the Mushites, the family shall say to the people of Israel, Tf a 
of the Ko'rahites. And Kohath was the man dies, and has no son, then you shall 
father of Amram. 59 The name of Am- cause his inheritance to pass to his 
ram’s wife was Joch'ebed the daughter daughter. °And if he has no daughter, 
of Levi, who was bom to Levi in Egypt ; then you shall give his inheritance to his 
and she bore to Amram Aaron and brothers. 10 And if he has no brothers, 
Moses and Miriam their sister. 60 And to then you shall give his inheritance to his 
Aaron were bom Nadab, Abi'hu, Elea'- father’s brothers. 11 And if his father has 
zar and Ith'amar. 61 But Nadab and no brothers, then you shall give his in- 
Abiliu died when they offered unholy heritance to his kinsman that is next to 
fire before the Lord. 62 And those num- him of his family, and he shall possess 
bered of them were twenty-three thou- it. And it shall be to the people of Israel 
sand, every male from a .month old and a statute and ordinance, as the Lord 
upward; for they were not numbered commanded Moses.’ ” 
among the people of Israel, because 12 The Lord said to Moses, “Go up 
there was no inheritance given to them into this mountain of Ab'arim, and see 
among the people of Israel. the land which I have given to the 

63 These were those numbered by people of Israel. 13 And when you have 
Moses and Elea'zar the priest, who seen it, you also shall be gathered to 
numbered the people of Israel in the your people, as your brother Aaron was 
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, gathered, 14 because you rebelled against 
w But among these there was not a man my word in the wilderness of Zin during 
of those numbered by Moses and Aaron the strife of the congregation, to sanctify 
the priest, who had numbered the me at the waters before their eyes.” 
people of Israel in the wilderness of (These are the waters of Mer'ibah of 
Sinai. 65 For the Lord had said of them, Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 
“They shall die in the wilderness.” Moses said to the Lord, 16 “Let the 
There was not left a man of them, ex- Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
cept Caleb the son of jephun'neh and appoint a man over the congregation, 
Joshua the son of Nun. 17 who shall go out before them and 

Then drew near the daughters come in before them, who shall lead 
iw / of Zelo'phehad the son of Hcpher, them out and bring them in; that the 
son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of congregation of the Lord may not be as 
Manas'seh, from the families of Manas'- sheep which have no shepherd.” 18 And 
seh the son of Joseph. The names of his the Lord said to Moses, “Take Joshua 
daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, Hog- the son of Nun, a man in whom is the 
lah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And they spirit, and lay your hand upon him; 
stood before Moses, and before Elea'zar *9 cause him to stand before Elea'zar the 
the priest, and before the leaders and all priest and all the congregation, and you 
the congregation, at the door of the tent shall commission him m their sight, 
of meeting, saying, 3 “Our father died in 20 You shall invest him with some of 
the wilderness; he was not among the your authority, that all the congregation 
company of those who gathered them- of the people of Israel may obey. 21 And 
selves together against the Lord in the he shall stand before Elea'zar the priest* 

26.57-02: Num 1.47-49. 26.64-65: Num 14.26-35. 27.1-11: Num 36.1-12. 
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who shall inquire for him by the judg- fering for every lamb; for a burnt of- 
ment of the U rim before the Lord; at fering of pleasing odour, an offering by 
his word they shall go out, and at his fire to the Lord. 14 Their drink of- 
word they shall come in, both he and all ferings shall be half a hin of wine for a 
the people of Israel with him, the whole bull, a third of a hin for a ram, and a 
congregation.' 1 ’ 22 And Moses did as the fourth of a hin for a lamb; this is the 
Lord commanded him; he took Joshua burnt offering of each month through- 
and caused him to stand before Elea'zar out the months of the year. 15 Also one 
the priest and the whole congregation, male goat for a sin offering to the 
23 and he laid his hands upon him, and Lord; it shall be offered besides the 
commissioned him as the Lord directed continual burnt offering and its drink 
through Moses. offering. 

OO The Lord said to Moses, 16 “On the fourteenth day of the 
2 “Command the people of Israel, first month is the Lord’s passover. 
and say to them, ‘My offering, my food i7 And on the fifteenth day of this month 
for my offerings by fire, my pleasing is a feast; seven days shall unleavened 
odour, you shail take heed to offer to me bread be eaten. 1H On the first day there 
in its due season.* 3 And you shall say to shall be a holy convocation: you shall 
them. This is the offering by fire which do no laborious work, 19 but offer an 

you shall offer to the Lord: two male offering by fire, a burnt offering to the 

iambs a year old without blemish, day Lord: two young bulls, one ram, and 
by day, as a continual offering. 4 The seven male lambs a year old; see that 
one lamb you shall offer in the morning, they are without blemish; 20 also their 
and the other lamb you shall offer in the cereal offering of fine flour mixed with 
evening; 5 also a tenth of an ephah of oil; three tenths of an ephah shall you 
fine flour for a cereal offering, mixed offer for a bull, and two tenths for a 
with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil. 6 It ram; 2i a tenth shall you offer for each 
is a continual burnt offering, which was of the seven lambs; 22 also one male goat 
ordained at Mount Sinai for a pleasing for a sin offering, to make atonement for 
odour, an offering by fire to the Lord. you. 23 You shall offer these besides the 
7 Its drink offering shall be a fourth of a burnt offering of the morning, which is 
hin for each lamb; in the holy place you for a continual burnt offering. 24 In the 
shall pour out a drink offering of strong same way you shall offer daily, for seven 
drink to the Lord. 8 The other lamb days, the food of an offering by fire, a 
you shall offer in the evening; like the pleasing odour to the Lord; it shall be 
cereal offering of the morning, and like offered besides the continual burnt of- 
its drink offering, you shall offer it as an fering and its drink offering. 25 And on 
offering by fire, a pleasing odour to the the seventh day you shall have a holy 
Lord. convocation; you shall do no laborious 

9 “On the sabbath day two male work, 
lambs a year old without blemish, and 26 “On the day of the first fruits, 
two tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a when you off er a cereal offering of new 
cereal offering, mixed with oil, and its grain to the Lord at your feast of weeks, 
drink offering: 10 this is the burnt of- you shall have a holy convocation; you 
fering of every sabbath, besides the con- shall do no laborious work, 27 but offer 
tinual burnt offering and its drink a burnt offering, a pleasing odour to the 
offering. Lord : two young bulls, one ram, seven 

11 “At the beginnings of your months male lambs a year old; 28 also their 
you shall offer a burnt offering to the cereal offering of fine flour mixed with 
Lord: two young bulls, one ram, seven oil, three tenths of an ephah for each 
male lambs a year old without blemish; bull, two tenths for one ram, 2y a tenth 
12 also three tenths of an ephah of fine for each of the seven lambs; 30 with one 
flour for a cereal offering, mixed with male goat, to make atonement for you. 
oil, for each bull; and two tenths of fine 3 i Besides the continual burnt offering 
flour for a cereal offering, mixed with and its cereal offering, you shall offer 
oil, for the one ram; 13 and a tenth of them and their drink offering. See that 
fine flour mixed with oil as a cereal of- they are without blemish. 

28.3-8: Ex 29.38-42. 28.18: Ex 12.1-14, 21-27; Lev 23.5; Deut 16.1-2, 5-7. 

28.17-25: Ex 12.15-20; Lev 23.6-8; Deut 16.3-4, 8. 28.26-31: Ex 23.16; 34.22; Lev 23.15-21; Deut 16.9-12. 
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“On the first day of the seventh 
month you shall have a holy con¬ 
vocation; you shall do no laborious 
work. It is a day for you to blow the 
trumpets, 2 and you shall offer a burnt 
offering, a pleasing odour to the Lord : 
one young bull, one ram, seven male 
lambs a year old without blemish; 3 also 
their cereal offering of fine flour mixed 
with oil, three tenths of an ephah for 
the bull, two tenths for the ram, 4 and 
one tenth for each of the seven lambs; 
5 with one male goat for a sin offering, 
to make atonement for you; o besides 
the burnt offering of the new moon, and 
its cereal offering, and the continual 
burnt offering and its cereal offering, 
and their drink offering, according to 
the ordinance for them, a pleasing 
odour, an offering by fire to the Lord. 

7 “On the tenth day of this seventh 
month you shall have a holy convoca¬ 
tion, and afflict yourselves; you shall do 
no work, 8 but you shall offer a burnt 
offering to the Lord, a pleasing odour: 
one young bull, one ram, seven male 
lambs a year old; they shall be to you 
without blemish; 9 and their cereal 
offering of fine flour mixed with oil, 
three tenths of an ephah for the bull, 
two tenths for the one rant, 10 a tenth 
for each of the seven lambs: 11 also one 
male goat for a sin offering, besides the 
sin offering of atonement, and the con¬ 
tinual burnt offering and its cereal of¬ 
fering, and their drink offerings. 

12 “On the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month you shall have a holy 
convocation; you shall do no laborious 
work, and you shall keep a feast to the 
Lord seven days; 13 and you shall offer 
a burnt offering, an offering by fire, a 
pleasing odour to the Lord, thirteen 
young bulls, two rams, fourteen male 
lambs a year old; they shall be without 
blemish; 14 and their cereal offering of 
fine flour mixed with oil, three tenths of 
an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, 
two tenths for each of the two rams, 
15 and a tenth for each of the fourteen 
lambs; 16 also one male goat for a sin 
offering, besides the continual burnt 
offering, its cereal offering and its drink 
offering. 

17 “On the second day twelve young 
bulls, two rams, fourteen male lambs a 
year old without blemish, 18 with the 

29.1-6: Ex 23.10; 34.22; Lev 23.23-25. 29.7-11: Lev 
29.35-38: Lev 23.36. 


cereal offering and the drink offerings 
for the bulls, for the rams, and for the 
lambs, by number, according to the 
ordinance; 19 also one male goat for a sin 
offering, besides the continual burnt 
offering and its cereal offering, and their 
drink offerings. 

20 “On the third day eleven bulls, 
two rams, fourteen male lambs a year 
old without blemish, 21 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
22 also one male goat for a sin offering, 
besides the continual burnt offering and 
its cereal offering and its drink offering. 

23 “On the fourth day ten bulls, two 
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old 
without blemish, 24 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
25 also one male goat for a sin offering, 
besides the continual burnt offering, its 
cereal offering and its drink offering. 

26 “On the fifth day nine bulls, two 
rams, fourteen male iambs a year old 
without blemish, 27 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
28 also one male g:oat for a sin offering; 
besides the continual burnt offerings 
and its cereal offering and its drink 
offering. 

29 “On the sixth day eight bulls, two 
rams, fourteen male lambs a year old 
without blemish, 30 with the cereal of¬ 
fering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
31 also one male goat for a sin offering; 
besides the continual burnt offering, its 
cereal offering, and its drink offerings. 

32 “On the seventh day seven bulls, 
two rams, fourteen male lambs a year 
old without blemish, 33 with the cereal 
offering and the drink offerings for the 
bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
by number, according to the ordinance; 
34 also one male goat for a sin offering; 
besides the continual burnt offering, its 
cereal offering, and its drink offering. 

35 “On the eighth day you shall have 
a solemn assembly: you shall do no 
laborious work, 36 but you shall offer a 
burnt offering, an offering by fire# a 

16.29-34; 23.26-32. 29.12-34: Lev 23.33-35. 
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pleasing odour to the Lord: one bull, 
one ram, seven male lambs a year old 
without blemish, 37 and the cereal offer¬ 
ing and the drink offerings for the bull, 
for the ram, and for the lambs, by num¬ 
ber, according to the ordinance; 38 a i so 
one male goat for a sin offering; besides 
the continual burnt offering and its 
cereal offering and its drink offering. 

39 “These you shall offer to the Lord 
at your appointed feasts, in addition to 
your votive offerings and your freewill 
offerings, for your burnt offerings, and 
for your cereal offerings, and for your 
drink offerings, and for your peace of¬ 
ferings.” 

40v And Moses told the people of 
Israel everything just as the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 

A Moses said to the heads of the 
•Jv* tribes of the people of Israel, 
“This is what the Lord has com¬ 
manded. 2 When a man vows a vow to 
the Lord, or swears an oath to bind 
himself by a pledge, he shall not break 
his word; he shall do according to all 
that proceeds out of his mouth. 3 Or 
when a woman vows a vow to the Lord, 
and binds herself by a pledge, while 
within her father's house, in her youth, 
4 and her father hears of her vow and of 
her pledge by which she has bound her¬ 
self, and says nothing to her; then all 
her vows shall stand, and every pledge 
by which she has bound herself shall 
stand. 5 But if her father expresses dis¬ 
approval to her on the day that he hears 
of it, no vow of hers, no pledge by which 
she has bound herself, shall stand; and 
the Lord will forgive her, because her 
father opposed her. 6 And if she is 
married to a husband, while under her 
vows or any thoughtless utterance of her 
lips by which she has bound herself, 
7 and her husband hears of it, and says 
nothing to her on the day that he hears; 
then her vows shall stand, and her 
pledges by which she has bound herself 
shall stand. 8 But if, on the day that her 
husband comes to hear of it, he ex¬ 
presses disapproval, then he shall make 
void her vow which was on her, and the 
thoughtless utterance of her lips, by 
which she bound herself; and the Lord 
will forgive her. 9 But any vow of a 
widow or of a divorced woman, any¬ 
thing by which she has bound herself, 
v Ch 30.1 in Heb 
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shall stand against her. 10 And if she 
vowed in her husband’s house, or 
bound herself by a pledge with an oath, 
11 and her husband heard of it, and said 
nothing to her, and did not oppose her; 
then all her vows shall stand, and every 
pledge by which she bound herself shall 
stand. 12 But if her husband makes them 
null and void on the day that he hears 
them, then whatever proceeds out of her 
lips concerning her vows, or concerning 
her pledge of herself, shall not stand: 
her husband has made them void, and 
the Lord will forgive her. 13 Any vow 
and any binding oath to afflict herself, 
her husband may establish, or her hus¬ 
band may make void. 14 But if her hus¬ 
band says nothing to her from day to 
day, then he establishes all her vows, or 
all her pledges, that are upon her; he 
has established them, because he said 
nothing to her on the day that he heard 
of them. 15 But if he makes them null 
and void after he has heard of them, 
then he shall bear her iniquity.” 

16 These are the statutes which the 
Lord commanded Moses, as between a 
man and his wife, and between a father 
and his daughter, while in her youth, 
within her father’s house. 

31 The Lord said to Moses, 

A 2 “Avenge the people of Israel on 
the Mid'ianites; afterward you shall be 
gathered to your people.” 3 And Moses 
said to the people, “Arm men from 
among you for the war, that they may go 
against Mid'ian, to execute the Lord’s 
vengeance on Mid'ian.. 4 You shall send 
a thousand from each of the tribes of 
Israel to the war.” 5 So there were pro¬ 
vided, out of the thousands of Israel, a 
thousand from each tribe, twelve thou¬ 
sand armed for war. 6 And Moses sent 
them to the war, a thousand from each 
tribe, together with Phin'ehas the son of 
Elea'zar the priest, with the vessels of 
the sanctuary and the trumpets for the 
alarm in his hand. 7 They warred 
against Mid'ian, as the Lord com¬ 
manded Moses, and slew every male. 
8 They slew the kings of Mid'ian with 
the rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem, Zur, 
Hut, and Reba, the live kings of Mid'¬ 
ian; and they also slew Balaam the son 
of Be'or with the sword. 9 And the peo¬ 
ple of Israel took captive the women of 
Mid'ian and their little ones; and they 
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took as booty all their cattle, their flocks, 
and all their goods. 10 All their cities in 
the places where they dwelt, and all 
their encampments, they burned with 
fire, 11 and took all the spoil and all the 
booty, both of man and of beast. 12 Then 
they brought the captives and the booty 
and the spoil to Moses, and to Elea'zar 
the priest, and to the congregation of the 
people of Israel, at the camp on the 
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 

13 Moses, and Elea'zar the priest, and 
all the leaders of the congregation, went 
forth to meet them outside the camp. 
14 And Moses was angry with the officers 
of the army, the commanders of thou¬ 
sands and the commanders of hundreds, 
who had come from service in the war. 
* 5 Moses said to them, “Have you let 
all the women live? 16 Behold, these 
caused the people of Israel, by the 
counsel of Balaam, to act treacherously 
against the Lord in the matter of 
Pe'or, and so the plague came among 
the congregation of the Lord. 17 Now 
therefore, kill every male among the 
little ones, and kill every woman who has 
known man by lying with him. 18 But all 
the young girls who have not known 
man by lying with him, keep alive for 
yourselves. 19 Encamp outside the camp 
seven days; whoever of you has killed 
any person, and whoever has touched 
any slain, purify yourselves and your 
captives on the third day and on the 
seventh day. 20 You shall purify every 
garment, every article of skin, all work 
of goats* hair, and every article of 
wood.” 

21 And Elea'zar the priest said to the 
men of war who had gone to battle: 
“This is the statute of the law which the 
Lord has commanded Moses: 22 only 
the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, 
the tin, and the lead, 23 everything that 
can stand the fire, you shall pass 
through the fire, and it shall be clean. 
Nevertheless it shall also be purified 
with the water of impurity; and what¬ 
ever cannot stand the fire, you shall pass 
through the water. 24 You must wash 
your clothes on the seventh day, and 
you shall be clean; and afterward you 
shall come into the camp.” 

25 The Lord said to Moses, 26 “Take 
the count of the booty that was taken, 
both of man and of beast, you and 
Elea'zar the priest and the heads of the 
ll.»t Rev 2.14. 


fathers’ houses of the congregation; 
27 and divide the booty into two parts, 
between the warriors who went out to 
battle and all the congregation. 28 And 
levy for the Lord a tribute from the 
men of war who went out to battle, one 
out of five hundred, of the persons and 
of the oxen and of the asses and of the 
flocks; 29 take it from their half, and 
give it to Elea'zar the priest as an of¬ 
fering to the Lord. 39 And from the 
people of Israel’s half you shall take one 
drawn out of every fifty, of the persons, 
of the oxen, of the asses, and of the 
flocks, of all the cattle, and give them to 
the Levites who have charge of the 
tabernacle of the Lord.” 31 And Moses 
and Elea'zar the priest did as the Lord 
commanded Moses. 

32 Now the booty remaining of the 
spoil that the men of war took was: six 
hundred and seventy-five thousand 
sheep, 33 seventy-two thousand cattle, 
34 sixty-one thousand asses, 35 and thirty- 
two thousand persons in all, women 
who had not known man by lying with 
him, 36 And the half, the portion of those 
who had gone out to war, was in number 
three hundred and thirty-seven thou¬ 
sand five hundred sheep, 37 and the 
Lord’s tribute of sheep was six hundred 
and seventy-five. 38 The cattle were 
thirty-six thousand, of which the 
Lord’s tribute was seventy-two. 39 The 
asses were thirty thousand five hundred, 
of which the Lord’s tribute was sixty- 
one. 40 The persons were sixteen thou¬ 
sand, of which the Lord’s tribute was 
thirty-two persons. 41 And Moses gave 
the tribute, which was the offering for 
the Lord, to Elea'zar the priest, as the 
Lord commanded Moses. 

42 From the people of Israel’s half, 
which Moses separated from that of the 
men who had gone to war— 43 now the 
congregation’s half was three hundred 
and thirty-seven thousand five hundred 
sheep, 44 thirty-six thousand cattle, 
45 and thirty thousand five hundred 
asses, 46 and sixteen thousand persons— 
47 from the people of Israel’s half Moses 
took one of every fifty, both of persons 
and of beasts, and gave them to the 
Levites who had charge of the taber¬ 
nacle of the Lord; as the Lord com¬ 
manded Moses. 

48 Then the officers who were over 
the thousands of the army, the captains 
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of thousands and the captains of hun¬ 
dreds, came near to Moses, 49 and said 
to Moses, “Your servants have counted 
the men of war who are under our com¬ 
mand, and there is not a man missing 
from us. 50 And we have brought the 
Lord’s offering, what each man found, 
articles of gold, armlets and bracelets, 
signet rings, earrings, and beads, to 
make atonement for ourselves before the 
Lord.” 51 And Moses and F.lea'zar die 
priest received from them the gold, all 
wrought articles. 52 And all the gold of 
the offering that they offered to the 
Lord, from the commanders of thou¬ 
sands and the commanders of hundreds, 
was sixteen thousand seven hundred 
and fifty shekels. 53 (The men of war 
had taken booty, every man for himself.) 
* M And Moses and Elea'zar the priest 
received the gold from the commanders 
of thousands and of hundreds, and 
brought it into the tent of meeting, as a 
memorial for the people of Israel before 
the Lord. 

2 Now the sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad had a very great 
multitude of cattle; and they saw the 
land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, and 
behold, the place was a place for cattle. 
2 So the sons of Gad and the sons of 
Reuben came and said to Moses and to 
Elea'zar the priest and to the leaders of 
the congregation, 3 “At'aroth, Dibon, 
Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elea leli, 
Sebam, Nebo, and Be'on, 4 the land 
which the Lord smote before the con¬ 
gregation of Israel, is a land for cattle; 
and your servants have cattle.” - s And 
they said, “If we have found favour in 
your sight, let this land be given to your 
servants for a possession; do not take 
us across the Jordan.” 

6 But Moses said to the sons of Gad 
and to the sons of Reuben, “Shall your 
brethren go to the war while you sit 
here? 7 Why will you discourage the 
heart of the people of Israel from going 
oyer into the land which the Lord has 
given them? 8 Thus did your fathers, 
when I sent them from Ka'desh-bar'nea 
to see the land. 9 For when they went up 
to the Valley of Eshcol, and saw the 
land, they discouraged the heart of the 
people of Israel from going into the land 
which the Lord had given them. 10 And 
the Lord’s anger was kindled on that 
day, and he swore, saying, 11 ‘Surely 
none of the men who came up out of 


Egypt, from twenty years old and up¬ 
ward, shall see the land which I swore 
to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, because they have not wholly 
followed me; 12 none except Caleb the 
son of Jephun'neh the Ken'izzite and 
Joshua the son of Nun, for they have 
wholly followed the Lord.’ * 3 And the 
Lord’s anger was kindled against 
Israel, and he made them wander in the 
wilderness forty years, until all the 
generation that had done evil in the 
sight of the Lord was consumed. 14 And 
behold, you have risen in your fathers’ 
stead, a brood of sinful men, to increase 
still more the fierce anger of the Lord 
against Israel! 15 For if you turn away 
from following him, he will again 
abandon them .in the wilderness; and 
you will destroy all this people.” 

16 Then they came near to him, and 
said, “We will build sheepfolds here for 
our flocks, and cities for our little ones, 
17 but we will take up arms, ready to go 
before the people of Israel, until we 
have brought them to their place; and 
our little ones shall live in the fortified 
cities because of the inhabitants of the 
land. 18 We will not return to our homes 
until the people of Israel have inherited 
each his inheritance. 19 For we will not 
inherit with them on the other side of 
the Jordan and beyond; because our 
inheritance has come to us on this side 
of the Jordan to the east.” 20 So Moses 
said to them, “If you will do this, if you 
will take up arms to go before the Lord 
for the war, 21 and every armed man of 
you will pass over the Jordan before the 
Lord, until he has driven out his 
enemies from before him 22 and the 
land is subdued before the Lord; then 
after that you shall return and be free of 
obligation to the Lord and to Israel; 
and this land shall be your possession 
before the Lord. 23 But if you will not 
do so, behold, you have sinned against 
the Lord; and be sure your sin will find 
you out. 24 Build cities for your little 
ones, and folds for your sheep; and do 
what you have promised.” 25 And the 
sons of Gad and die sons of Reuben said 
to Moses, “Your servants will do as my 
lord commands. 26 Our little ores, our 
wives, our flocks, and all our cattle, 
shall remain there in the cities of Gil¬ 
ead ; 27 but your servants will pass over, 
every man who is armed for war, before 
the Lord to battle, as my lord orders.” 
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28 So Moses gave command con¬ 
cerning them to Elea'zar the priest, and 
to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the 
heads of the fathers* houses of the 
tribes of the people of Israel, 29 And 
Moses said to diem, “If the sons of Gad 
and the sons of Reuben, every man who 
is armed to battle before the Lord, will 
pass with you over the Jordan and the 
land shall be subdued before you, then 
you shall give them the land of Gilead 
for a possession; 30 but if they will not 
pass over with you armed, they shall 
nave possessions among you in the land 
of Canaan.** 3l And the sons of Gad and 
the sons of Reuben answered, “As the 
Lord has said to your servants, so we 
will do. 32 We will pass over armed be¬ 
fore the Lord into the land of Canaan, 
and the possession of our inheritance 
shall remain with us beyond the Jor¬ 
dan.’* 

33 And Moses gave to them, to the 
sons of Gad and to the sons of Reuben 
and to the half-tribe of Manas'seh the 
son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon 
king of the Amorites and the kingdom of 
Og king of Bashan, the land and its 
cities with their territories, the cities of 
the land throughout the country. 34 And 
the sons of Gad built Dibon, At'aroth, 
Aro'er, ^At'roth-sho'phan, Jazer, Jog'- 
behah, 36 Beth-nim'rah and Beth-ha'- 
ran, fortified cities, and folds for sheep. 
37 And the sons of Reuben built Hesh- 
bon, Elea'leh, Kiriatha'im, 38 Nebo, and 
Ba'al-me'on (their names to be changed), 
and Sibmah; and they gave other names 
to the cities which they built. 39 And the 
sons of Machir the son of Manas's eh 
went to Gilead and took it, and dis¬ 
possessed the Amorites who were in it. 

40 And Moses gave Gilead to Machir the 
son of Manas'seh, and he settled in it. 

41 And Ja'ir the son of Manas'seh went 
and took their villages, and called them 
Hav'voth-ja'ir . z 42 And Nobah went and 
took Kenath and its villages, and called 
it Nobah, after his own name. 

These are the stages of the 
33 people of Israel, when they went 
forth out of the land of Egypt by their 
hosts under the leadership of Moses and 
Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down their start¬ 
ing places, stage by stage, by command 
of the Lord; and these are their stages 
according to their starting places. 

3 They set out from Ram'eses in the 

1 That is the villages of fair 


Stages of Israel 3 s journey 
first month, on the fifteenth day of the 
first month; on the day after the pass- 
over the people of Israel went out 
triumphantly in the sight of all the 
Egyptians, 4 while the Egyptians were 
burying all their first-born, whom the 
Lord had struck down among them; 
upon their gods also the Lord executed 
judgments. 

5 So the people of Israel set out from 
Ram'eses, and encamped at Succoth. 
6 And they set out from Succoth, and 
encamped at Etham, which is on the 
edge of the wilderness. 7 And they set 
out from Etham, and turned back to 
Pi-ha-hi'roth, which is east of Ba'al- 
ze'phon; and they encamped before 
Migdol. s And they set out from before 
Hahi'roth, and passed through the 
midst of the sea into the wilderness, and 
they went a three days* journey in the 
wilderness of Etham, and encamped at 
Marah. 9 And they set out from Marah, 
and came to Elim; at Elim there were 
twelve springs of water and seventy 
palm trees, and they encamped there. 
10 And they set out from Elim, and en¬ 
camped by the Red Sea. J1 And they set 
out from die Red Sea, and encamped in 
the wilderness of Sin. 12 And they set out 
from the wilderness of Sin, and en¬ 
camped at Dophkah. * 3 And they set out 
from Dophkah, and encamped at Alush. 
14 And they set out from Alush, and en¬ 
camped at Reph'idim, where there was 
no water for the people to drink. 15 And 
they set out from Reph'idim, and en¬ 
camped in the wilderness of Sinai. 
16 And they set out from the wilderness 
of Sinai, and encamped at Kib'roth- 
hatta'avah. 17 And they set out from 
Kib'roth-hatta'avah, and encamped at 
Haze'roth. 18 And they set out from 
Haze'roth, and encamped at Rithmah. 
19 And they set out from Rithmah, and 
encamped at Rim'mon-per'ez. 20 And 
th<. j set out from Rim'mon-per'ez, and 
encamped at Libnah. 21 And they set out 
from Libnah, and encamped at Rissah. 
22 And they set out from Rissah, and en¬ 
camped at Kehela'thah. 23 And they set 
out from Kehela'thah, and encamped at 
Mount Shepher. ^And they set out 
from Mount Shepher, and encamped at 
Hara'dah. 25 And they set out from 
Hara'dah, and encamped at Makhe'- 
loth. 26 And they set out from Makhe'- 
loth, and encamped at Tahath. 27 And 
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they set out from. Tahath, and en¬ 
camped at Terah. 2S And they set out 
from Terah, and encamped at Mithkah. 
2y And they set out from Mithkah, and 
encamped at Hashmo'nah. 30 And they 
set out from Hashmo'nah, and en¬ 
camped at Moseroth. 31 And they set 
out from Mose roth, and encamped at 
Bcne-ja'akan. 32 And they set out from 
Bene-ja akan, and encamped at Hor- 
haggid'gad. 33 And they set out from 
Hor-haggid'gad, and encamped at Jot'- 
bathah. &And they set out from Jot - 
bathah, and encamped at Abro'nah. 

*5 And they set out from Abro'nah, and 
encamped at E'zion-ge'bcr. 36 And they 
set out from E'zion-ge her, and en¬ 
camped in the wilderness of Zin (that is, 
Kadesh). 37 And they set out from Ka- 
desh, and encamped at Mount Hor, on 
the edge of the land of Edom. 

38 And Aaron the priest went up 
Mount Hor at the command of the 
Lord, and died there, in the fortieth 
year after the people of Israel had come 
out of the land of Egypt, on the first day 
of the fifth month. 3 -’And Aaron was a 
hundred and twenty-three years old 
when he died on Mount Hor. 

40 And the Canaanite, the king of 
Arad, who dwelt in the Negeb in the 
land of Canaan, heard of the coming of 
the people of Israel. 

41 And they set out from Mount Hor, 
and encamped at Zalmo'nah. 42 And they 
set out from Zalmo'nah, and encamped 
at Punon. 43 And they set out from 
Punon, and encamped at Oboth. 44 And 
they set out from Oboth, and encamped 
at I'ye-ab'arim, in the territory of 
Moab. 45 And they set out from I yim, 
and encamped at Dibon-gad. 46 And 
they set out from Dibon-gad, and en¬ 
camped at Armon-diblatha'im. 47 And 
they set out from ATmon-diblatha'im, 
and encamped in the mountains of Ab'- 
arim, before Nebo. 48 And they set out 
from the mountains of Ab arim, and en¬ 
camped in the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan at Jericho; 49 they encamped by 
the Jordan from Beth-jesh'imoth as far 
as Abel-shittim in the plains of Moab. 

50 And the Lord said to Moses in the 
plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, 
51 “Say to the people of Israel, When 
you pass over the Jordan into the land of 
Canaan, 52 then you shall drive out all 
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the inhabitants of the land from before 
you, and destroy all their figured stones, 
and destroy all their molten images, and 
demolish all their high places; 53 and 
you shall take possession of the land and 
settle in it, for 1 have given the land to 
you to possess it. 54 You shall inherit the 
land by lot according to your families; 
to a large tribe you shall give a large in¬ 
heritance, and to a small tribe you shall 
give a small inheritance; wherever the 
lot falls to any man, that shall be his; 
according to the tribes of your fathers 
you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not 
drive out the inhabitants of the land 
from before you, then those of them 
whom you let remain shall be as pricks 
in your eyes and thorns in your sides, 
and they shall trouble you in the land 
where you dwell. 56 And I will do to you 
as I thought to do to them.” 

The Lord said to Moses, 
2 “Command the people of Is¬ 
rael, and say to them, When you enter 
the land of Canaan (this is the land that 
shall fall to you for an inheritance, the 
land of Canaan in its full extent), 3 your 
south side shall be from the wilderness 
of Zin along the side of Edom, and your 
southern boundary shall be from the 
end of the Salt Sea on the east; 4 and 
your boundary shall turn south of the 
ascent of Akrab'bim, and cross to Zin, 
and its end shall be south of Ka'desh- 
bar 'nea; then it shall go on to Ha'zar- 
ad'aar, and pass along to Azmon; 5 and 
the boundary shall turn from Azmon to 
the Brook of Egypt, and its termination 
shall be at the sea. 

6 “For the western boundary, you 
shall have the Great Sea and its<* coast; 
this shall be your western boundary. 

7 “This shall be your northern 
boundary: from the Great Sea you shall 
mark out your line to Mount Hor; 

8 from Mount Hor you shall mark it out 
to the entrance of Hamath, and the end 
of the boundary shall be at Zedad; 

9 then the boundary shall extend to 
Ziphron, and its end shall be at Hazar- 
enan; this shall be your northern 
boundary. 

10 “You shall mark out your eastern 
boundary from Hazar-enan to She- 
pham; 11 and the boundary shall go 
down from Shepham to Riblah on the 
east side of A'in; and the boundary shall 

Dcut 7.5; 12.3. 34.3-5: Josh 15.1-4. 
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go down, and reach to the shoulder of 
the sea of Chin'ncreth on the east; 
12 and the boundary shall go down to 
the Jordan, and its end shall be at the 
Salt Sea. This shall be your land with 
its boundaries all round.” 

13 Moses commanded the people of 
Israel, saying, “This is the land which 
you shall inherit by lot, which the Lord 
has commanded to give to the nine 
tribes and to the ha If-tribe; 14 for tine 
tribe of the sons of Reuben by fathers’ 
houses and the tribe of the sons of Gad 
by their fathers’ houses have received 
their inheritance, and also the half-tribe 
of Manas'seh; 15 the two tribes and the 
half-tribe have received their inherit¬ 
ance beyond the Jordan at Jericho east¬ 
ward, toward the sunrise,” 

16 The Lord said to Moses, 17 “These 
are the names of the men who shall 
divide the land to you for inheritance: 
Elea'zar the priest and Joshua the son 
of Nun. 18 You shall take one leader of 
every tribe, to divide the land for in¬ 
heritance. 19 These are the names of the 
men: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the 
son of Jcphun'neh. 20 Of the tribe of the 
sons of Simeon, Shcmu'el the son of 
Ammi'hud. 21 Of the tribe of Beniamin, 
Eli'dad the son of Chislon. 22 Of the 
tribe of the sons of Dan a leader, Bukki 
die son of Jogli. 25 Of the sons of 
Joseph: of the tribe of the sons of 
Manas'seh a leader, Han'niel the son of 
Ephod, 24 And of the tribe of the sons of 
E'phraim a leader, Kemu'el the son of 
Shiphtan. 25 Of the tribe of the sons of 
Zeb'ulun a leader, Eliza'phan the son 
of Pamach. 26 Of the tribe of the sons of 
Is'sachar a leader, Pal'tiel the son of 
Azzan. 27 And of the tribe of the sons of 
Asher a leader, Ahi'hud the son of 
Shelo'mi. 28 Of the tribe of the sons of 
Naph'tali a leader, Pedah'cl the son of 
Ammi'hud. 29 These are the men whom 
the Lord commanded to divide the in¬ 
heritance for the people of Israel in the 
land of Canaan.” 

The Lord said to Moses in the 
plains of Moab by the Jordan at 
Jericho, 2 “Command the people of 
Israel, that they give to the Levites, 
from the inheritance of their possession, 
cities to dwell in; and you shall give to 
the Levites pasture lands round about 
the cities, 3 The cities shall be theirs to 
dwell in, and their pasture lands shall be 


Cities of refuge 
for their cattle and for their livestock 
and for all their beasts. 4 The pasture 
lands of the cities, which you shall give 
to the Levites, shall reach from the wall 
of the city outward a thousand cubits all 
round. 5And you shall measure, outside 
the city, for the east side two thousand 
cubits, and for the south side two thou¬ 
sand cubits, and for the west side two 
thousand cubits, and for the north side 
two thousand cubits, the city being in 
the middle; this shall belong to them as 
pasture land for their cities. 6 The cities 
which you give to the Levites shall be 
the six cities of refuge, where you shall 
permit the manslayer to flee, and 
addition to them you shall give forty- 
two cities. 7 A11 the cities which you give 
to the Levites shall be forty-eight, with 
their pasture lands. 8 And as for the 
cities which you shall give from the 
possession of the people of Israel, from 
the larger tribes you shall take many, 
and from the smaller tribes you shall 
take few; each, in proportion to the in¬ 
heritance which it inherits, shall give of 
its cities to the Levites.” 

9 And the Lord said to Moses, 

“Say to the people of Israel, When 
you cross the Jordan into the land of 
Canaan, 11 then you shall select cities 
to be cities of refuge for you, that the 
manslayer who kills any person without 
intent may flee there. 12 The cities shall 
be for you a refuge from the avenger, 
that the manslayer may not die until he 
stands before the congregation for 
judgment. 13 And the cities which you 
give shall be your six cities of refuge, 
14 You shall give three cities beyond the 
Jordan, and three cities in the land of 
Canaan, to be cities of refuge. 15 These 
six cities shall be for refuge for the 
people of Israel, and for the stranger 
and for the sojourner among them, that 
any one who kills any person without 
intent may flee there. 

16 “But if he struck him down with 
an instrument of iron, so that he died, 
he is a murderer; the murderer shall be 
put to death. DAnd if he struck him 
down with a stone in the hand, by which 
a man may die, and he died, he is a 
murderer; the murderer shall be put to 
death. 18 Or if he struck him down with 
a weapon of wood in the hand, by which 
a man may die, and he died, he is a mur¬ 
derer; the murderer shall be put to 
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death. 10 The avenger of blood shall 
himself put the murderer to death; 
when he meets him, he shall put him 
to death. 20 And if he stabbed him from 
hatred, or hurled at him, lying in wait, 
so that he died, 21 or in enmity struck 
him down with his hand, so that he 
died, then he who struck the blow shall 
be put to death; he is a murderer; the 
avenger of blood shall put the murderer 
to death, when he meets him. 

22 “But if he stabbed him suddenly 
without enmity, or hurled anything on 
him without lying in wait, 23 or used a 
stone, by which a man may die, and 
without seeing him cast it upon him, so 
that he died, though he was not his 
enemy, and did not seek his harm; 
24 then the congregation shall judge 
between the manslayer and the avenger 
of blood, in accordance with these 
ordinances; 25 and the congregation 
shall rescue the manslayer from the 
hand of the avenger of blood, and the 
congregation shall restore him to his 
city of refuge, to which he had fled, and 
he shall live in it until the death of the 
high priest who was anointed with the 
holy oil. 26 But if the manslayer shall at 
any time go beyond the bounds of his 
city of refuge to which he fled, 27 and 
the avenger of blood finds him outside 
the bounds of his city of refuge, and the 
avenger of blood slays the manslayer, he 
shall not be guilty of blood. 28 For the 
man must remain in his city of refuge 
until the death of the high priest; but 
after the death of the high priest the 
manslayer may return to the land of his 
possession. 

29 “And these things shall be for a 
statute and ordinance to you throughout 
your generations in all your dwellings. 
30 If any one kills a person, the mur¬ 
derer shall be put to death on the evi¬ 
dence of witnesses; but no person shall 
be put to death on the testimony of one 
witness. 31 Moreover you shall accept 
no ransom for the life of a murderer, 
who is guilty of death; but he shall be 
put to death. 32 And you shall accept no 
ransom for him who has fled to his city 
of refuge, that he may return to dwell in 
the land before the death of the high 
priest. 33 You shall not thus pollute the 
land in which you live; for blood pol¬ 
lutes the land, and no expiation can be 
made for the land, for the blood that is 
shed in it, except by the blood of him 


who shed it. 34 You shall not defile the 
land in which you live, in the midst of 
which I dwell; for I the Lord dwell in 
the midst of the people of Israel.” 

The heads of the fathers’ houses 
of the families of the sons of Gil¬ 
ead the son of Machir, son of Manas'- 
seh, of the fathers’ houses of the sons of 
Joseph, came near and spoke before 
Moses and before the leaders, the heads 
of the fathers* houses of the people of 
Israel; 2 they said, “The Lord com¬ 
manded my lord to give the land for in¬ 
heritance by lot to the people of Israel; 
and my lord was commanded by the 
Lord to give the inheritance of Zelo'¬ 
phehad our brother to his daughters. 
3 But if they are married to any of the 
sons of the other tribes of the people of 
Israel then their inheritance will be 
taken from the inheritance of our fa¬ 
thers, and added to the inheritance of 
the tribe to which they belong; so it will 
be taken away from the lot of our in¬ 
heritance. 4 And when the jubilee of the 
people of Israel comes, then their in¬ 
heritance will be added to the inherit¬ 
ance of the tribe to which they belong; 
and their inheritance will be taken from 
the inheritance of the tribe of our 
fathers.” 

5 And Moses commanded the people 
of Israel according to the word of the 
Lord, saying, “The tribe of the sons of 
Joseph is right. $ This is what the Lord 
commands concerning the daughters of 
Zelo'phehad, ‘Let them marry whom 
they think best; only, they shall marry 
within the family of the tribe of their 
father. 7 The inheritance of the people 
of Israel shall not be transferred from 
one tribe to another; for every one of 
the people of Israel shall cleave to the 
inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 
8 And every daughter who possesses an 
inheritance in any tribe of the people of 
Israel shall be wife to one of the family 
of the tribe of her father, so that every 
one of the people of Israel may possess 
the inheritance of his fathers. 9 So no 
inheritance shall be transferred from 
one tribe to another; for each of the 
tribes of the people of Israel shall cleave 
to its own inheritance.* ” 

10 The daughters of Zelo'phehad did 
as the Lord commanded Moses; 11 for 
Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and 
Noah, the daughters of Zelo'phehad, 
were married to sons of their father’s 
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brothers. 12 They were married into the 
families of the sons of Manas'seh the 
son of Joseph, and their inheritance re¬ 
mained in the tribe of the family of their 
father. 


13 These are the commandments and 
the ordinances which the Lord com¬ 
manded by Moses to the people of 
Israel in the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan at Jericho. 


THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES 

COMMONLY CALLED 

DEUTERONOMY 


tj These are the words that Moses 
JL spoke to all Israel beyond the Jor¬ 
dan in tiie wilderness, in the Arabah 
over against Suph, between Paran and 
Tophel, Laban, Haze'roth, and Diz- 
ahab. 2 It is eleven days’ journey from 
Horeb by the way of Mount Se'ir to 
Ka desh-bar'nea. *And in the fortieth 
year, on the first day of the eleventh 
month, Moses spoke to the people of 
Israel according to all that the Lord had 
given him in commandment to them, 
4 after he had defeated Sihon the king of 
the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, 
and Og the king of Bashan, who lived in 
Ash'taroth and in Ed're-i. 5 Beyond the 
Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses un¬ 
dertook to explain this law, saying, 
6 “The Lord out God said to us in 
Horeb, ‘You have stayed long enough 
at this mountain; 7 turn and take your 
journey, and go to the hill country of 
the Amorites, and to all their neighbours 
in the Arabah, in the hill country and 
in the lowland, and in the Negeb, and 
by the seacoast, the land of the C.a- 
naanites, and Lebanon, as far as the 
great river, the river Eu-phra tes. 8 Be¬ 
hold, I have set the land before you; go 
in and take possession of the land which 
the Lord swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 
to them and to their descendants after 
them.’ 

9 “At that time I said to you, ‘I am 
not able alone to bear you; 10 the Lord 
your God has multiplied you, and be¬ 
hold, you are this day as the stars of 
heaven for multitude. 11 May the Lord, 
the God of your fathers, make you a 
thousand times as many as you are, and 


bless you, as he has promised you? 
12 How can I bear alone the weight and 
burden of you and your strife? 13 Choose 
wise, understanding, and experienced 
men, according to your tribes, and I will 
appoint them as your heads.’ 14 And you 
answered me, ‘The thing that you have 
spoken is good for us to do. 15 So I 
took the heads of your tribes, wise and 
experienced men, and set them as heads 
over you, commanders of thousands, 
commanders of hundreds, commanders 
of fifties, commanders of tens, and 
officers, throughout your tribes. 16 And 
I charged your judges at that time, 
‘Hear the cases between your brethren, 
and judge, righteously between a man 
and his brother or the alien that is with 
him. 1 7 You shall not be partial in judg¬ 
ment ; you shall hear the small and the 
great alike; you shall not be afraid of the 
face of man, for the judgment is God’s; 
and the case that is too hard for you, you 
shall bring to me, and I will hear it.* 
18 And I commanded you at that time all 
tlie things that you should do. 

19 “And we set out from Horeb, and 
went through all that great and terrible 
wilderness which you saw, on the way 
to the hill country of the Amorites, as 
the Lord our God commanded us; and 
we came to Ka'desh-bar'nea. 20 And I 
said to you, ‘You have come to the hill 
country of the Amorites, which the 
Lord our God gives us. 21 Behold, the 
Lord your God has set the land before 
you; go up, take possession, as the 
Lord, the God of your fathers, has told 
you; do not fear or be dismayed.* 
22 Then all of you came near me, and 
said, ‘Let us send men before us, that 
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they may explore the land for us, and 
bring us word again of the way by which 
we must go up and the cities into which 
we shall come/ 23 The tiling seemed 
good to me, and I took twelve men 
of you, one man for each tribe; 24 and 
they turned and went up into the hill 
country, and came to the Valley of 
Eshcol and spied it out. 25 And they took 
in their hands some of the fruit of the 
land and brought it down to us, and 
brought us word again, and said, ‘It is a 
good land which the Lord our God 
gives us/ 

26 “Yet you would not go up, but 
rebelled against the command of the 
Lord your God; 27 and you mur¬ 
mured in your tents, and said, ‘Because 
the Lord hated us he has brought us 
forth out of the land of Egypt, to give 
us into the hand of the Amorites, to 
destroy us. 28 Whither are we going up? 
Our brethren have made our hearts 
melt, saying, “The people are greater 
and taller than we; the cities are great 
and fortified up to heaven; and more¬ 
over we have seen the sons of the Ana- 
kim there/’ ’ 29 Then I said to you, ‘Do 
not be in dread or afraid of them. 

30 The Lord your God who goes before 
you will himself fight for you, just as he 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 

31 and in the wilderness, where you have 
seen how the Lord your God bore you, 
as a man bears his son, in all the way 
that you went until you came to this 
place/ 32 Yet in spite of this word you 
did not believe the Lord your God, 
33 who went before you in the way to 
seek you out a place to pitch your tents, 
in fire by night, to show you by what 
way you should go, and in the cloud by 
day. 

34 “And the Lord heard your words, 
and was angered, and he swore, 35 ‘Not 
one of these men of this evil generation 
shall see the good land which I swore to 
give to your fathers, 36 except Caleb the 
son of Jephun'neh; he shall see it, and 
to him and to his children I will give the 
land upon which he has trodden, be¬ 
cause he has wholly followed the 
Lord!* 37 The Lord was angry with me 
also on your account, and said, ‘You 
also shall not go in there; 38 Joshua the 
son of Nun, who stands before you, he 
shall enter; encourage him, for he shall 
cause Israel to inherit it. 39 Moreover 

i41i Acts 13.18. 2.1-Ss Num 21.4-20. 


your little ones, who you said would be¬ 
come a prey, and your children, who 
this day have no knowledge of good or 
evil, shall go in there, and to them I will 
give it, and they shall possess it. 40 But 
as for you, turn, and journey into the 
wilderness in the direction of the 
Red Sea/ 

41 “Then you answered me, ‘We 
have sinned against the Lord; we will 
go up and fight, just as the Lord our 
God commanded us/ And every man of 
you girded on his weapons of war, and 
thought it easy to go up into the hill 
country. 42 And the Lord said to me, 
‘Say to them, Do not go up or fight, for 
I am not in the midst of you; lest you 
be defeated before your enemies/ 43 So 
I spoke to you, and you would not 
hearken; but you rebelled against the 
command of the Lord, and were pre¬ 
sumptuous and went up into the hill 
country. 44 Then the Amorites who 
lived in that hill country came out 
against you and chased you as bees do 
and beat you down in Se'ir as far as 
Hormah. 45 And you returned and wept 
before the Lord; but the Lord did not 
hearken to your voice or give ear to you. 
46 So you remained at Kadesh many 
days, the days that you remained there. 

2 “Then we turned, and journeyed 
into the wilderness in the direction 
of the Red Sea, as the Lord told me; 
and for many days we went about 
Mount Se'ir. 2 Then the Lord said to 
me, 3 ‘You have been going about this 
mountain country long enough; turn 
northward. 4 And command the people. 
You are about to pass through the 
territory of your brethren the sons of 
Esau, who live in Se'ir; and they will be 
afraid of you. So take good heed; 5 do 
not contend with them; for I will not 
give you any of their land, no, not so 
much as for the sole of the foot to tread 
on, because I have given Mount Se'ir to 
Esau as a possession. 6 You shall pur¬ 
chase food from them for money, that 
you may eat; and you shall also buy 
water of them for money, that you may 
drink. 7 For the Lord your God has 
blessed you in all the work of your 
hands; he knows your going through 
this great wilderness; these forty years 
the Lord your God has been with you; 
you have lacked nothing/ 8 So we went 
on, away from our brethren the sons of 
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Esau who live in Se'ir, away from the 
Arabah road from Elath and E'zion- 
ge'ber. 

“And we turned and went in the 
direction of the wilderness of Moab. 
iJ And the Lord said to me, ‘Do not 
harass Moab or contend with them in 
battle, for I will not give you any of 
their land for a possession, because I 
have given Ar to the sons of Lot for a 
possession/ 10 (The Emim formerly 
lived there, a people great and many, 
and tall as the Anakim; 11 like the 
Anakim they are also known as Reph'¬ 
aim, but die Moabites call them Emim. 
12 The Horites also lived in Se'ir for¬ 
merly, but the sons of Esau dispossessed 
them, and destroyed them from before 
them, and settled in their stead; as 
Israel did to the land of their possession, 
which the Lord gave to them.) 13 ‘Now 
rise up, and go over the brook Zered/ 
So we went over the brook Zered. ,4 And 
the time from our leaving Ka'desh- 
bur'nea until we crossed the brook 
Zered was thirty-eight years, until the 
entire generation, that is, the men of 
war, had perished from the camp, as the 
Lord had sworn to them. j5 For indeed 
the hand of the Lord was against them, 
to destroy them from the camp, until 
they had perished. 

16 “So when all the men of war had 
perished and were dead from among 
the people, 37 the Lord said to me, 
18 ‘This day you are to pass over the 
boundary of Moab at Ar; 10 and when 
you approach the frontier of the sons of 
Ammon, do not harass them or contend 
with them, for I will not give you any of 
the land of the sons of Ammon as a 
possession, because I have given it to 
the sons of Lot for a possession/ 
20 (That also is known as a land of 
Reph'aim; Reph'aim formerly lived 
there, but the Ammonites call them 
Zamzum'mim, 21 a people great and 
many, and tall as the Anakim; but the 
Lord destroyed them before them; and 
they dispossessed them, and settled in 
their stead; 22 as he did for the sons of 
Esau, who live in Se'ir, when he de¬ 
stroyed the Horites before them, and 
they dispossessed them, and settled in 
their stead even to this day. 23 As for the 
Avvim, who lived in villages as far as 
Gaza, the Caph'torim, who came from 
Caphtor, destroyed them and settled in 
2.20-37: Num 21.21-32. 3.1-11: Num 21.33-35. 


their stead.) 24 ‘Rise up, take your 
journey, and go over the valley of the 
Arnon; behold, I have given into your 
hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Hesh- 
bon, and his land; begin to take posses¬ 
sion, and contend with him in battle. 
25 This day 1 will begin to put the 
dread and fear of you upon the peoples 
that are under the whole heaven, who 
shall hear the report of you and shall 
tremble and be in anguish because of 
you/ 

26 “So I sent messengers from the 
wilderness of Ked'emoth to Sihon the 
king of Heshbon, with words of peace, 
saying, 27 ‘Let me pass through your 
land; I will go only by the road, I will 
turn aside neither to the right nor to 
the left. 28 You shall sell me food for 
money, that I may eat, and give me 
water for money, that I may drink ; only 
let me pass through on foot, 20 as the 
sons of Esau who live in Se'ir and the 
Moabites who live in Ar did for me, 
until I go over the Jordan into the land 
which the Lord our God gives to us/ 
30 But Sihon the king of Heshbon would 
not let us pass by him; for the Lord 
your God hardened his spirit and made 
his heart obstinate, that he might give 
him into your hand, as at this day. 3 iAnd 
the Lord said to me, ‘Behold, I have be¬ 
gun to give Sihon and his land over to 
you; begin to take possession, that you 
may occupy his land/ 32 Then Sihon 
came out against us, he and all his 
people, to battle at Jahaz. 33 And the 
Lord out God gave him over to us; and 
we defeated him and his sons and all his 
people. 34 And we captured all his cities 
at that time and utterly destroyed every 
city, men, women, and children; we 
left none remaining; 35 only the cattle 
we took as spoil for ourselves, with the 
booty of the cities which we captured. 

36 From Aro'er, which is on the edge of 
the valley of the Arnon, and from the 
city that is in the valley, as far as Gilead, 
there was not a city too high for us; the 
Lord our God gave all into our hands. 

37 Only to the land of the sons of Am¬ 
mon you did not draw near, that is, to all 
the banks of the river Jabbok and the 
cities of the hill country, and wherever 
the Lord our God forbade us. 

3 “Then we turned and went up the 
way to Bashan; and Og the king of 
Bashan came out against us, he and all 
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his people, to battle at Ed're-i. 2 But the 
Lord said to me, ‘Do not fear him; for 
I have given him and all his people and 
his land into your hand; and you shall 
do to him as you did to Sihon the king of 
the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon.* 

3 So the Lord our God gave into our 
hand Og also, the king of Bashan, and 
all his people; and we smote him until 
no survivor was left to him. 4 And we 
took all his cities at that time—there was 
not a city which we did not take from 
them—sixty cities, the whole region of 
Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 
5A11 these were cities fortified with high 
walls, gates, and bars, besides very 
many unwalled villages. 6 And we utterly 
destroyed them, as we did to Sihon the 
king of Heshbon, destroying every city, 
men, women, and children. 7 But all 
the cattle and the spoil of the cities we 
took as our booty. 8 So we took the land 
at that time out of the hand of the two 
kings of the Amorites who were beyond 
the Jordan, from the valley of the Arnon 
to Mount Hermon 9 (the Sido'nians 
call Hermon Sirion, while the Amorites 
call it Senir), 10 all the cities of the 
tableland and all Gilead and all Bashan, 
as far as Sal'ecah and Ed're-i, cities of 
the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 (For 
only Og the king of Bashan was left of 
the remnant of the Reph'aim; behold, 
his bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is 
it not in Rabbah of the Ammonites? 
Nine cubits was its length, and four 
cubits its breadth, according to the 
common cubit. 0 ) 

12 “When we took possession of this 
land at that time, I gave to the Reu- 
benites and the Gadites the territory 
beginning at Aro'er, which is on the 
edge of the valley of the Arnon, and half 
the hill country of Gilead with its 
cities; 13 the rest of Gilead, and all 
Bashan, the kingdom of Og, that is, all 
the region of Argob, I gave to the half- 
tribe of Manas'seh. (The whole of that. 
Bashan is called the land of Reph'aim. 
14 Ja'ir the Manas'site took all the region 
of Argob, that is, Bashan, as far as the 
border of the Gesh'urites and the Ma- 
ac'athites, and called the villages after 
his own name, Hav'voth-ja'ir, as it is to 
this day.) 15 To Machir I gave Gilead, 
16 and to the Reubcnites and the 
Gadites I gave the territory from Gilead 

° Heb cubit of a man 
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as far as the valley of the Arnon, with 
the middle of the valley as a boundary, as 
far over as the river Jabbok, the boundary 
of the Ammonites; 17 the Arabah also, 
with the Jordan as the boundary, from 
Chin'nereth as far as the sea of the 
Arabah, the Salt Sea, under the slopes 
of Pisgah on the east. 

18 “And I commanded you at that 
time, saying, ‘The Lord your God has 
given you this land to possess; all your 
men of valour shall pass over armed 
before your brethren the people of 
Israel. 19 But your wives, your little 
ones, and your cattle (I know that you 
have many cattle) shall remain in the 
cities which I have given you, 20 until 
the Lord gives rest to your brethren, as 
to you, and they also occupy the land 
which the Lord your God gives them 
beyond the Jordan; then you shall re¬ 
turn every man to his possession which 
I have given you.* 21 And I commanded 
Joshua at that time, ‘Your eyes have 
seen all that the Lord your God has 
done to these two kings; so will the 
Lord do to all the kingdoms into which 
you are going over. 22 You shall not fear 
them; for it is the Lord your God who 
fights for you.* 

23 “And I besought the Lord at that 
time, saying, 24 ‘O Lord God, thou hast 
only begun to show thy servant thy 
greatness and thy mighty hand; for 
what god is there in heaven or on earth 
who can do such works and mighty acts 
as thine? 25 Let me go over, I pray, and 
see the good land beyond the Jordan, 
that goodly hill country, and Lebanon.* 
26 But the Lord was angry with me on 
your account, and would not hearken to 
me; and the Lord said to me, ‘Let it 
suffice you; speak no more to me of this 
matter. 27 Go up to the top of Pisgah, 
and lift up your eyes westward and 
northward and southward and eastward, 
and behold it with your eyes; for you 
shall not go over this Jordan. 28 But 
charge Joshua, and encourage and 
strengthen him; for he shall go over at 
the head of this people, and he shall put 
them in possession of the land which 
you shall see.* 29 So we remained in the 
valley opposite Beth-pe'or. 

“And now, O Israel, give heed tp 
the statutes and the ordinances 
which I teach you, and do them; that 

t-52. 
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you may live, and go in and take posses- you might do them in the land which 
sion of the land which the Lord, the you are going over to possess. 

God of your fathers, gives you. 2 You 15 ‘‘Therefore take good heed to 
shall not add to the word which I com- yourselves. Since you saw no form on 
mand you, nor take from it; that you the day that the Lord spoke to you at 
may keep the commandment s of the Horeb out of the midst of the fire, be- 
Lord your God which I command you. ware lest you act corruptly by making a 
•'Your eyes have seen what the Lord graven image for yourselves, in the form 
did at Ba’al-peor; for the Lord your of any figure, the likeness of male or fe- 
God destroyed from among you all the male, ' 7 the likeness of any beast that 
men who followed the Ba'al of .Pe'or; is on the earth, the likeness of any 
4 but you who held fast to the Lord winged bird that flies in the air, 18 the 
your God are all alive this day. 5 Behold, likeness of anything that creeps on the 
l have taught you statutes and ordi- ground, the likeness of any fish that is 
nances, as the Lord my God com- in the water under the earth. 19 And 
manded me, that you should do them in beware lest you lift up your eyes to 
the land which you are entering to take heaven, and when you see the sun and 
possession of it. 6 Keep them and do the moon and the stars, all the host of 
them; for that will be your wisdom and heaven, you be drawn away and worship 
your understanding in the sight of the them and serve them, things which the 
peoples, who, when they hear all these Lord your God has allotted to all the 
statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great na- peoples under the whole heaven. 20 But 
tion is a wise and understanding peo- the Lord has taken you, and brought 
pled 7 For what great nation is there you forth out of the iron furnace, out of 
that has a god so near to it as the Lord Egypt, to be a people of his own posses- 
our God is to us, whenever we call upon sion, as at this day. 21 Furthermore the 
him? 8 And what great nation is there. Lord was angry with me on your ac- 
that has statutes and ordinances so count, and he swore that I should not 
righteous as all this law which I set cross the Jordan, and that I should not 
before you this day? enter the good land which the Lord 

9 “Only take heed, and keep your your God gives you for an inheritance, 
soul diligently, lest you forget the 22 For I must die in this land, I must 
things which your eyes have seen, and not go over the Jordan; but you shall go 
lest they depart from your heart all the over and take possession of that good 
days of your life; make them known to land. 23 Take heed to yourselves, lest 
your children and your children’s you forget the covenant of the Lord 
children— 10 how on the day that you your God, which he made with you, and 
stood before the Lord your God at make a graven image in the form of 
Horeb, the Lord said to me, ‘Gather the anything which the Lord your God has 
people to me, that I may let them hear forbidden you. 24 For the Lord your 
my words, so that they may learn to God is a devouring fire, a jealous God. 
fear me all the days that they live upon 25 “When you beget children and 
the earth, and that they may teach their children’s children, and have grown old 
children so.’ 11 And you came near and in the land, if you act corruptly by 
stood at the foot of the mountain, while making a graven image in the form of 
the mountain burned with fire to the anything, and by doing what is evil in 
heart of heaven, wrapped in darkness, the sight of the Lord your God, so as 
cloud, and gloom. 12 Then the Lord to provoke him to anger, 26 1 call heaven 
spoke to you out of the midst of the fire; and earth to witness against you this 
you heard the sound of words, but saw day, that you will soon utterly perish 
no form; there was only a voice. 13 And from the land which you are going over 
he declared to you his covenant, which the Jordan to possess; you will not live 
he commanded you to perform, that is, long upon it, but will be utterly de- 
the ten commandments ; b and he wrote stroyed. 27 And the Lord will scatter you 
them upon two tables of stone. 14 And among the peoples, and you will be left 
the Lord commanded me at that time to few in number among the nations where 
teach you statutes and ordinances, that the Lord will drive you. 28 And there 
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you will serve gods of wood and stone, 
the work of men’s hands, that neither 
see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 2y But 
from there you will seek the Lord your 
God, and you will find him, if you 
search after him with all your heart and 
with all your soul. 30 When you are in 
tribulation, and all these things come 
upon you in the latter days, you will 
return to the Lord your God and obey 
his voice, 31 for the Lord your God is a 
merciful God; he will not fail you or 
destroy you or forget the covenant with 
your fathers which he swore to them. 

32 “For ask now of the days that are 
past, which were before you, since the 
day that God created man upon the 
earth, and ask from one end of heaven 
to the other, whether such a great thing 
as this has ever happened or was ever 
heard of. 33 Did any people ever hear 
the voice of a god speaking out of the 
midst of the fire, as you have heard, and 
still live? 34 Or has any god ever at¬ 
tempted to go and take a nation for 
himself from the midst of another na¬ 
tion, by trials, by signs, by wonders, and 
by war, by a mighty' hand and an out¬ 
stretched arm, and by great terrors, ac¬ 
cording to all that the Lord your God 
did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 
3 5 To you it was shown, that you might 
know that the Lord is God; there is no 
other besides him. 36 Out of heaven he 
let you hear his voice, that he might 
discipline you; and on earth he let you 
see his great fire, and you heard his 
words out of the midst of the fire. 
37 And because he loved your lathers 
and chose their descendants after them, 
and brought you out of Egypt with his 
own presence, by his great power, 
38 driving out before you nations greater 
and mightier than yourselves, to bring 
you in, to give you their land for an in¬ 
heritance, as at this day; 39 know there¬ 
fore this day, and lay it to your heart, 
that the Lord is God in heaven above 
and on the earth beneath; there is 
no other. 40 Therefore you shall keep 
his statutes and his commandments, 
which I command you this day, that it 
may go well with you, and with your 
children after you, and that you 
may prolong your days in the land 
which the Lord your God gives you for 
ever.” 

f Syr: Hcb Sion a Or besides 
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41 Then Moses set apart three cities 
in the east beyond the Jordan, 42 that 
the manslayer might flee there, who 
kills his neighbour unintentionally, with¬ 
out being at enmity with him in time 
past, and that by fleeing to one of these 
cities he might save his life: 43 Bezer in 
the wilderness on the tableland for the 
Reubenites, and Ramoth in Gilead for 
the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan for 
the Manas'sites. 

44 This is the law which Moses set 
before the children of Israel; 45 these 
are the testimonies, the statutes, and the 
ordinances, which Moses spoke to 
the children of Israel when they came 
out of Egypt, 46 beyond the Jordan in 
the valley opposite Beth-pe'or, in the 
land of Sihon the king of the Amorites, 
who lived at Heshbon, whom Moses 
and the children of Israel defeated when 
they came out of Egypt. 47 And they 
took possession of his land and the land 
of Og the king of Bashan, the two lungs 
of the Amorites, who lived to the east 
beyond the Jordan; 48 from Aro'er, 
which is on the edge of the valley of the 
Arnon, as far as Moimt Sirion r (that is, 
Hermon), 49 together with all the 
Arabah on the east side of the Jordan 
as far as the Sea of the Arabah, under 
the slopes of Pisgah. 

And Moses summoned all Israel, 
and said to them, “Hear, O Israel, 
the statutes and the ordinances which I 
speak in your hearing this day, and you 
shall learn them and be careful to do 
them. 2 The Lord our God made a 
covenant with us in Horeb. 3 Not with 
our fathers did the Lord make this 
covenant, but with us, who are all of 
us here alive this day. 4 The Lord spoke 
with you face to face at the mountain, 
out of the midst of the fire, 5 while I 
stood between the Lord and you at that 
time, to declare to you the word of the 
Lord; for you were afraid because of 
the fire, and you did not go up into the 
mountain. He said: 

6 “ ‘I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage. 

7 “ ‘You shall have no other gods 
before* me. 

8 “ ‘You shall not make for yourself 
a graven image, or any likeness of any¬ 
thing that is in heaven above, or that is 

13; Josh 20.7-9. 5.6-21: Ex 20.2-17. 
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on the earth beneath, or that is In the them upon two tables of stone, and 
water under the earth; y you shall not gave them to me. 23 And when you 
bow down to them or serve them; for I heard the voice out of the midst of the 
the Lord your God am a jealous God, darkness, whiie the mountain was burn- 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon ing with fire, you came near to me, all 
the children to the third and fourth the heads of your tribes, and your 
generation of those who hate me, 1(1 bur elders; 24 and you said, ‘Behold, the 
showing steadfast love to thousands of Lord our God has shown us his glory 
those who love me and keep my com- and greatness, and we have heard his 
mandments. voice out of the midst of the fire; we 

11 “ ‘You shall not take the name of have this day seen God speak with man 

the Lord your God in vain: for the and man still live. 25 Now therefore why 
Lord wiii not hold him guiltless who should we die? For this great fire will 
takes his name in vain. consume us; if we hear the voice of the 

12 “ ‘Observe the sabbath day, to Lord our God any more, we shall die. 
keep it holy, as the Lord your God 20 For who is there of all flesh, that has 
commanded you. 13 Six days you shall heard the voice of the living God speak- 
labour, and do all your work; 14 but the ing out of the midst of fire, as we have, 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord and has still lived? 27 Go near, and hear 
your God; in it you shall not do any all that the Lord our God will say; and 
work, you, or your son, or your daugh- speak to us all that the Lord our God 
ter, or your manservant, or your maid- wall speak to you; and we will hear and 
servant, or your ox, or your ass, or any do it." 

of your cattle, or the sojourner who is 28 “And the Lord heard your words, 
within your gates, that your man- when you spoke to me; and the Lord 
servant and your maidservant may rest said to me, ‘1 have heard the words of 
as well as you. 15 You shall icmember this people, which they have spoken to 
that you were a servant in the land of you; they have rightly said all that they 
Egypt, and the Lord your God brought have spoken. 29 Oh that they had such a 
you out thence with a mighty hand and mind as this always, to fear me and to 
an outstretched arm; therefore the keep all my commandments, that it 
Lord your God commanded you to might go well with them and w T ith their 
keep the sabbath day. children for ever! 30 Go and say to 

16 “ ‘Honour your father and your them, “Return to your tents.” 31 But 

mother, as the Lord your God com- you, stand here by me, and I will tell 
manded you; that your days may be you all the commandment and the 
prolonged, and that it may go well with statutes and the ordinances which you 
you, in the land which the Lord your shall teach them, that they may do them 
God gives you. in the land which I give them to pos- 

17 “ ‘You shall not kill. sess.’ 32 You shall be careful to do there- 

18 “ ‘Neither shall you commit fore as the Lord your God has com- 

adultery. manded you; you shall not turn aside to 

19 “ 'Neither shall you steal. the right hand or to the left. 33 You shall 

20 “ ‘Neither shall you bear false walk in all the way which the Lord your 

witness against your neighbour. God has commanded you, that you may 

21 “ ‘Neither shall you covet your live, and that it may go well with you, 
neighbour’s wife; and you shall not de- and that you may live long in the land 
sire your neighbour’s house, his field, which you shall possess. 

or his manservant, or his maidservant, /T “Now this is the commandment, 
his ox, or his ass, or anything that is w the statutes and the ordinances 
your neighbour’s.’ which the Lord your God commanded 

22 “These words the Lord spoke to me to teach you, that you may do them 
all your assembly at the mountain out in the land to which you are going over, 
of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and to possess it; 2 that you may fear the 
the thick darkness, with a loud voice; Lord your God, you and your son and 
and he added no more. And he wrote your son’s son, by keeping all his 

5.14: Ex 20.8-11; 23.12. 5.16: Mt 15.4; Mk 7.10; Eph 6.2-3. 5.16-20: Mt 19.18-19; Mk 10.19; Lk 18.20. 
5.17-18: las 2.11. 5.17-21: Rom 13.9. 5.18: Mt 5.27; Rom 7.2. 5.21: Rom 7.7. 

5.22-27: Ex 20.18-21. 



The great commandment 
statutes and his commandments, which 
1 command you, all the days of your 
life; and that your days may be pro¬ 
longed. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and 
be careful to do them; that it may 
go well with you, and that you may 
multiply greatly, as the Lord, the 
God of your fathers, has promised 
you, in a land flowing with milk and 
honey. 

A ‘Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 
God is one Lord; c 5 and you shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all 
your might. 6 And these words which I 
command you this day shall be upon 
your heart; 7 and you shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall 
talk of them when you sit in vour house, 
and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. 
3And you shall bind them as a sign upon 
your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. 9 And you shall 
write them on the doorposts of your 
house and on ^our gates. 

10 “And when the Lord your God 
brings you into the land which he swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give you, with great 
and goodly cities, which you did not 
build, ii and houses full of all good 
things, which you did not fill, and cis¬ 
terns hewn out, which you did not hew, 
and vineyards and olive trees, which 
you did not plant, and when you eat 
and are full, 12 then take heed lest you 
forget the Lord, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. 13 You shall fear the Lord 
your God; you shall serve him, and 
swear by his name. 34 You shall not go 
after other gods, of the gods of the 
peoples who are round about you; 15 for 
the Lord your God in the midst of you 
is a jealous God; lest the anger of the 
Lord your God be kindled against you, 
and he destroy you from off the face of 
the earth. 

16 “You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test, as you tested him at 
Massah. 17 You shall diligently keep 
the commandments of the Lord your 
God, and his testimonies, and his 
statutes, which he has commanded you. 

* Or the Lord our God , the Lord is one Or the Lord 
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i8 And you shall do what is right and 
good in the sight of the Lord, that it 
may go well with you, and that you may 
go in and take possession of the good 
land which the Lord swore to give to 
your fathers 19 by thrusting out all your 
enemies from before you, as the Lord 
has promised. 

20 “When your son asks you in time 
to come, ‘What is the meaning of the 
testimonies and the statutes and the 
ordinances which the Lord our God 
has commanded you?’ 21 then you shall 
say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s 
slaves in Egypt; and the Lord brought 
us out of Egypt with a mighty hand; 
“ and the Lord showed signs and 
wonders, great and grievous, against 
Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his 
household, before our eyes; 23 and he 
brought us out from there, that he 
might bring us in and give us the land 
which he swore to give to our fathers. 
- 4 And the Lord commanded us to do 
all these statutes, to fear the Lord our 
God, for our good always, that he 
might preserve us alive, as at this day. 
25 And it will be righteousness for us, if 
we are careful to do all this command¬ 
ment before the Lord our God, as he 
has commanded us/ 

“When the Lord your God brings 
you into the land which you are 
entering to take possession of it, and 
clears away many nations before you, 
the Hittites, the Gir'gashites, the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Per'- 
izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'usites, 
seven nations greater and mightier than 
yourselves, 2 and when the Lord your 
God gives them over to you, and you 
defeat them; then you must utterly 
destroy them; you shall make no 
covenant with them, and show no mercy 
to them. 3 You shall not make mar¬ 
riages with them, giving your daughters 
to their sons or taking their daughters 
for your sons. 4 For they would turn 
away your sons from following me, to 
serve other gods; then the anger of the 
Lord would be kindled against you, 
and he would destroy you quickly . 5 But 
thus shall you deal with them: you shall 
break down their altars, and dash in 
pieces their pillars, and hew down their 

i our God, the Lord is one Or the Lord is our God, 
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Ashe'rim, and burn their graven images 
with fire. 

6 “For you are a people holy to the 
Lord your God; the Lord your God 
has chosen you to be a people for his 
own possession, out of all the peoples 
that are on the face of the earth. 7 It was 
not because you were more in number 
than any other people that the Lord set 
his love upon you and chose you, for 
you were the fewest of all peoples; 8 but 
it is because the Lord loves you, and is 
keeping the oath which he swore to 
your fathers, that the Lord has brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and re¬ 
deemed you from the house of bondage, 
from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord 
your God is God, the faithful God who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with 
those who love him and keep his com¬ 
mandments, to a thousand generations, 
10 and requites to their face those who 
hate him, by destroying them; he will 
not be slack with him who hates him, 
he will requite him to his face. 11 You 
shall therefore be careful to do the 
commandment, and the statutes, and 
the ordinances, which I command you 
this day. 

12 “And because you hearken to these 
ordinances, and keep and do them, the 
Lord your God will keep with you the 
covenant and the steadfast love which 
he swore to your fathers to keep ; 13 he 
■will love you, bless you, and multiply 
you; he will also bless the fruit of your 
body and the fruit of your ground, 
your grain and your wine and your oil, 
the increase of your cattle and the 
young of your flock, in the land which 
he swore to your fathers to give you. 
14 You shall be blessed above all peo- 
les; there shall not be male or female 
arren among you, or among your 
cattle. 15 And the Lord will take away 
from you all sickness; and none of the 
evil diseases of Egypt, which you knew, 
will he inflict upon you, but he will lay 
them upon all who hate you. 16 And you 
shall destroy all the peoples that the 
Lord your God will give over to you, 
your eye shall not pity them; neither 
shall you serve their gods, for that 
would be a snare to you. 


“A people holy to the Lord 39 
17 “If you say in your heart, ‘These 
nations are greater than I; how can I 
dispossess them?" 18 you shall not be 
afraid of them, but you shall remember 
what the Lord your God did to 
Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19 the great 
trials which your eyes saw, the signs, 
the wonders, the mighty hand, and the 
outstretched arm, by which the Lord 
your God brought you out; so will the 
Lord your God do to all the peoples of 
whom you are afraid. 20 Moreover the 
Lord your God will send hornets 
among them, until those who are left 
and hide themselves from you are 
destroyed. 21 You shall not be in dread 
of them; for the Lord your God is in 
the midst of you, a great and terrible 
God. 22 The Lord your God will clear 
away these nations before you little by 
little; you may not make an end of 
them at once/ lest the wild beasts grow 
too numerous for you. 23 But the Lord 
your God will give them over to you, 
and throw them into great confusion, 
until they are destroyed. 24 And he will 
give their kings into your hand, and 
you shall make their name perish from 
under heaven; not a man shall be able 
to stand against you, until you have de¬ 
stroyed them. 25 The graven images of 
their gods you shall bum with fire; you 
shall not covet the silver or the gold 
that is on them, or take it for yourselves, 
lest you be ensnared by it; for it is an 
abomination to the Lord your God. 
26 And you shall not bring an abominable 
tiling into your house, and become ac¬ 
cursed like it; you shall utterly detest 
and abhor it; for it is an accursed thing. 

8 “All the commandment which I 
command you this day you shall be 
careful to do, that you may live and 
multiply, and go in and possess the land 
which the Lord swore to give to your 
fathers. 2 And you shall remember all 
the way which the Lord your God has 
led you these forty years in the wilder¬ 
ness, that he might humble you, testing 
you to know what was in your heart, 
whether you would keep his command¬ 
ments, or not. 3 And he humbled you 
and let you hunger and fed you with 
manna, which you did not know, nor 
did your fathers know; that he might 
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make you know that man does not live 
by bread alone, but that man lives by 
everything that proceeds out of the 
mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothing did 
not wear out upon you, and your foot 
did not swell, these forty years. 5 Know 
then in your heart that, as a man dis¬ 
ciplines his son, the Lord your God 
disciplines you. 6 So you shall keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God, 
by walking in his ways and by fearing 
him. 7 For the Lord your God is bring¬ 
ing you into a good land, a land of 
brooks of water, of fountains and 
springs, flowing forth in valleys and 
hills, 8 a land of wheat and barley, of 
vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a 
land of olive trees and honey, 9 a land 
in which you will eat bread without 
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, 
a land whose stones are iron, and out of 
whose hills you can dig copper. 10 And 
you shall eat and be full, and you shall 
bless the Lord your God for the good 
land he has given you. 

11 “Take heed lest you forget the 
Lord your God, by not keeping his 
commandments and his ordinances and 
his statutes, which I command you 
this day: 12 lest, when you have eaten 
and are full, and have built goodly 
houses and live in them, 13 and when 
your herds and flocks multiply, and 
your silver and gold is multiplied, and 
all that you have is multiplied, 14 then 
your heart be lifted up, and you forget 
the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage, * 5 who led you 
through the great and terrible wilder¬ 
ness, with its fiery serpents and scor¬ 
pions and thirsty ground where there 
was no water, who brought you water 
out of the flinty rock, 16 who fed you in 
the wilderness with manna which your 
fathers did not know, that he might 
humble you and test you, to do you 
£ood in the end. 1 7 Beware lest you say 
in your heart, ‘My power and the might 
of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 
18 You shall remember the Lord your 
God, for it is he who gives you power to 
get wealth; that he may confirm his 
covenant which he swore to your 
fathers, as at this day. 19 And if you 
forget the Lord your God and go after 
other gods and serve them and worship 

6.3: Hcb 12.29. 

0.8-21: Ex 32.7-20. 


them, I solemnly warn you this day 
that you shall surely perish. 20 Like the 
nations that the Lord makes to perish 
before you, so shall you perish, because 
you would not obey the voice of the 
Lord your God. 

“Hear, O Israel; you are to pass 
over the Jordan this day, to go in 
to dispossess nations greater and might¬ 
ier than yourselves, cities great and for¬ 
tified up to heaven, 2 a people great and 
tall, the sons of the Anakim, whom you 
know, and of whom you have heard it 
said, ‘Who can stand before the sons of 
Anak?* 3 Know therefore this day that 
he who goes over before you as a de¬ 
vouring fire is the Lord your God ; he 
will destroy them and subdue them 
before you ; so you shall drive them out, 
and make them perish quickly, as the 
Lord has promised you. 

4 “Do not say in your heart, after the 
Lord your God has thrust them out 
before you, ‘It is because of my right* 
eousness that the Lord has brought me 
in to possess this land*; whereas it is 
because of the wickedness of these 
nations that the Lord is driving them 
out before you. 5 Not because of your 
righteousness or the uprightness of 
your heart are you going in to possess 
their land; but because of the wicked¬ 
ness of these nations the Lord your 
God is driving them out from before 
you, and that he may confirm the word 
which the Lord swore to your fathers, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

6 “Know therefore, that the Lord 
your God is not giving you this good 
land to possess because of your right¬ 
eousness; for you are a stubborn people. 
7 Remember and do not forget how you 
provoked the Lord your God to wrath 
m the wilderness; from the day you 
came out of the land of Egypt, until 
you came to this place, you have been 
rebellious against the Lord. 8 Even at 
Horeb you provoked the Lord to wrath, 
and the Lord was so angry with you 
that he was ready to destroy you. 
9 When I went up the mountain to re¬ 
ceive the tables of stone, the tables of 
the covenant which the Lord made with 
you, I remained on the mountain forty 
days and forty nights; I neither ate 
bread nor drank water. i°And the Lord 
gave me the two tables of stone written 
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with the finger of God; and on them 
were all the words which the Lord had 
spoken with you on the mountain out 
of the midst of the fire on the day of the 
assembly. 11 And at the end of forty days 
and forty nights the Lord gave me the 
two tables of stone, the tables of the 
covenant. 12 Then the Lord said to me, 
‘Arise, go down quickly from here; for 
your people whom you have brought 
from Egypt have acted corruptly; they 
have turned aside quickly out of the 
way which I commanded them; they 
have made themselves a molten image.* 

13 “.Furthermore the Lord said to 
me, ‘I have seen this people, and be¬ 
hold, it is a stubborn people; 14 let me 
alone, that I may destroy them and blot 
out their name from under heaven; and 
I will make of you a nation mightier and 
greater than they.* 15 So I turned and 
came down from the mountain, and the 
mountain was burning with fire; and 
the two tables of the covenant were in 
my two hands. 16 And I looked, and be¬ 
hold, you had sinned against the Lord 
your God; you had made yourselves a 
molten calf; you had turned aside 
quickly from the way which the Lord 
had commanded you. 17 So l took hold 
Of the two tables, and cast them out of 
my two hands, and broke them before 
your eyes. 18 Then I lay prostrate before 
the Lord as before, forty days and forty 
nights; I neither ate bread nor drank 
water, because of all the sin which you 
had committed, in doing what was evil 
in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him 
to anger. 19 For I was afraid of the anger 
and hot displeasure which the Lord 
bore against you, so that he was ready to 
destroy you. But the Lord hearkened to 
me that time also. 20 And the Lord was 
so angry with Aaron that he was ready 
to destroy him; and I prayed for Aaron 
also at the same time. 21 Then I took 
the sinful thing, the calf which you had 
made, and burned it with fire and 
crushed it, grinding it very small, until 
it was as fine as dust; and I threw the 
dust of it into the brook that descended 
out of the mountain. 

22 “At Tab'erah also, and at Massah, 
and at Kib'roth-hatta'avah, you pro¬ 
voked the Lord to wrath. 23 And when 
the Lord sent you from Ka'desh- 
bar'nea, saying, ‘Go up and take pos- 

8 Hcb words h Or the wells of the Bcne-jaakan 
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session of the land which J have given 
you,* then you rebelled against the com¬ 
mandment of the Lord your God, and 
did not believe him or obey his voice. 
24 You have been rebellious against the 
Lord from the day that I knew you. 

25 “So I lay prostrate before the 
Lord for these forty days and forty 
nights, because the Lord had said he 
would destroy you. 26 And I prayed to 
the Lord, ‘O Lord God, destroy not thy 
people and thy heritage, whom thou 
hast redeemed through thy greatness, 
whom thou hast brought out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand. 27 Remember thy 
servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; 
do not regard the stubbornness of this 
people, or their wickedness, or their sin, 
28 lest the land from which thou didst 
bring us say, “Because the Lord was 
not able to bring them into the land 
which he promised them, and because 
he hated them, he has brought them out 
to slay them in the wilderness.*’ 29 For 
they are thy people and thy heritage, 
whom thou didst bring out by thy great 
power and by thy outstretched arm.’ 

1A “At that time the Lord said to 
JlVt me, ‘Hew two tables of stone like 
the first, and come up to me on the 
mountain, and make an ark of wood. 
2 And I will write on the tables the words 
that were on the first tables which you 
broke, and you shall put them in the 
ark.* 3 So I made an ark of acacia wood, 
and hewed two tables of stone like the 
first, and went up the mountain with 
the two tables in my hand. 4 And he 
wrote on the tables, as at the first writ¬ 
ing, the ten commandments*? which the 
Lord had spoken to you on the moun¬ 
tain out of the midst of the fire on the 
day of the assembly; and the Lord gave 
them to me. 5 Then I turned and came 
down from the mountain, and put the 
tables in the ark which I had made; and 
there they are, as the Lord commanded 
me. 

6 (The people of Israel journeyed 
from Be-er'oth Bene-ja'akan A to Mo- 
se'rah. There Aaron died, and there he 
was buried; and his son Elea'zar min¬ 
istered as priest in his stead. 7 From 
there they journeyed to Gud'godah, and 
from Gud'godah to Jot'bathah, a land 
with brooks of water. 8 At that time the 
Lord set apart the tribe of Levi to carry 
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the ark of the covenant of the Lord, to 
stand before the Lord to minister to 
him and to bless in his name* to this 
day. 9 Therefore Levi has no portion or 
inheritance with his brothers; the Lord 
is his inheritance, as the Lord your God 
said to him.) 

10 “I stayed on the mountain, as at 
the first time, forty days and forty 
nights, and the Lord hearkened to me 
that time also; tire Lord was unwilling 
to destroy you. 11 And the Lord said to 
me, ‘Arise, go on your journey at the 
head of the people, that they may go in 
and possess the land, which I swore to 
their fathers to give them.’ 

12 “And now, Israel, what does the 
Lord your God require of you, but to 
fear the Lord your God, to walk in all 
his ways, to love him, to serve die Lord 
your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul, and to keep the com¬ 
mandments and statutes of the Lord, 
which I command you this day for your 
good? J4 Behold, to the Lord your God 
belong heaven and the heaven of 
heavens, the earth with all that is in it; 
15 yet the Lord set his heart in love 
upon your fathers and chose their 
descendants after them, you above all 
peoples, as at this day. 16 Circumcise 
therefore the foreskin of your heart, and 
be no longer stubborn, * 7 For the Lord 
your God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great, the mighty, and the 
terrible God, who is not partial and 
takes no bribe. 18 He executes justice 
for the fatherless and the widow, and 
loves the sojourner, giving him food and 
clothing. 19 Love the sojourner there¬ 
fore; for you were sojourners in the land 
of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the Lord 
your God; you shall serve him and 
cleave to him, and by his name you 
shall swear. 21 He is your praise; he is 
your God, who has done for you these 
great and terrible things which your 
eyes have seen. 22 Your fathers went 
down to Egypt seventy persons; and 
now the Lord your God has made you 
as the stars of heaven for multitude. 

n “You shall therefore love the 
Lord your God, and keep his 
charge, his statutes, his ordinances, and 
his commandments always. 2 And con¬ 
sider this day (since I am not speaking 
to your children who have not known 

4 Or instruction J Sam Gk Vg: Hcb / 
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or seen it), consider the discipline 4 of 
the Lord your God, his greatness, hia 
mighty hand and his outstretched arm, 
3 his signs and his deeds which he did 
in Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt 
and to all his land; 4 and what he did to 
the army of Egypt, to their horses and 
to their chariots; how he made the water 
of the Red Sea overflow them as they 
pursued after you, and how the Lord 
has destroyed them to this day; 5 and 
what he did to you in the wilderness, 
until you came to this place; 6 and 
what he did to Dathan and Abi’ram the 
sons of Eli'ab, son of Reuben; how the 
earth opened its mouth and swallowed 
them up, with their households, their 
tents, and every living tiring that fol¬ 
lowed them, in tire midst of all Israel; 
7 for your eyes have seen all the great 
work of the Lord which he did. 

8 “You shall therefore keep all the 
commandment which I command you 
this day, that you may be strong, and go 
in and take possession of the land which 
you are going over to possess, 9 and that 
you may live long in the land which the 
Lord swore to your fathers to give to 
them and to their descendants, a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 10 For the 
land which you are entering to take 
possession of it is not like the land of 
Egypt, from which you have come, 
where you sowed your seed and watered 
it with your feet, like a garden of vege¬ 
tables; 11 but the land which you are 
going over to possess is a land of hills 
and valleys, which drinks water by the 
rain from heaven, 12 a land which the 
Lord your God cares for; the eyes of 
the Lord your God are always upon it, 
from the beginning of the year to the 
end of the year. 

13 “And if you will obey my com¬ 
mandments which I command you this 
day, to love the Lord your God, and to 
serve him with all your heart and with 
all your soul, 14 he* will give the rain for 
your land in its season, the early rain 
and the later rain, that you may gather 
in your grain and your wine and your 
oil. 15 And he 7 will give grass in your 
fields for your cattle, and you shall eat 
and be full. 16 Take heed lest your heart 
be deceived, and you turn aside and 
serve other gods and worship them; 
17 and the anger of the Lord be kindled 

c 22.21; 23.9; Li - 19.34. 10.22: Acts 7.14. 
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against you, and he shut up the heavens, 
so that there be no rain, and the land 
yield no fruit, and you perish quickly off 
the good land which the Lord gives 
you. 

18 “You shall therefore lay up these 
words of mine in your heart and in your 
soul; and you shall bind them as a sign 
upon your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes. 10 And you 
shall teach them to your children, talk¬ 
ing of them when you are sitting in your 
house, and when you are walking by the 
way, and when you lie down, and when 
you rise, 20 And you shall write them 
upon the doorposts of your house and 
upon your gates, 21 that your days and 
the days of your children may be multi¬ 
plied in the land which the Lord swore 
to your fathers to give them, as long as 
the heavens are above the earth, 22 For 
if you will be careful to do all this com¬ 
mandment which I command you to do, 
loving the Lord your God, walking in 
all his ways, and cleaving to him, 23 then 
the Lord will drive out all these na¬ 
tions before you, and you will dispossess 
nations greater and mightier than your¬ 
selves, 24 Every place on which the sole 
of your foot treads shall be yours; your 
territory shall be from the wilderness 
and Lebanon and from the River, the 
river Eu-phra'tes, to the western sea. 
25 No man shall be able to stand against 
you; the Lord your God will lay the 
fear of you and the dread of you upon 
all the land that you shall tread, as he 
promised you, 

26 “Behold, I set before you this day 
a blessing and a curse: 27 die blessing, 
if you obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God, which I command you 
this day, 28 and the curse, if you do not 
obey the commandments of the Lord 
your God, but turn aside from the way 
which I command you this day, to go 
after other gods which you have not 
known. 29 And when the Lord your God 
brings you into the land which you are 
entering to take possession of it, you 
shall set the blessing on Mount Ger- 
izim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 
30 Arc they not beyond the Jordan, west 
of the road, toward the going down of 
the sun, in the land of the Canaanites 
who live in the Arabah, over against 
Gilgal, beside the oak* of Moreh? 31 For 
you are to pass over the Jordan to go in 


166 A blessing and a curse 

to take possession of the land which the 
Lord your God gives you; and when 
you possess it and live in it, 32 you shall 
be careful to do all the statutes and the 
ordinances which I set before you this 
day. 

1 “These are the statutes and 
X*t ordinances which you shall be 
careful to do in the land which the 
Lord, the God of your fathers, has 
given you to possess, all the days that 
you live upon the earth. 2 You shall 
surely destroy all the places where the 
nations whom you shall dispossess 
served their gods, upon the high moun¬ 
tains and upon the hills and under every 
green tree; 3 you shall tear down their 
altars, and dash in pieces their pillars, 
and burn their Ashe'rim with fire; you 
shall hew down the graven images of 
their gods, and destroy their name out 
of that place. 4 You shall not do so to 
the Lord your God. 5 But you shall 
seek the place which the Lord your God 
will choose out of all your tribes to put 
his name and make his habitation there; 
thither you shall go, 6 and thither you 
shall bring your burnt offerings and 
your sacrifices, your tithes and the 
offering that you present, your votive 
offerings, your freewill offerings, and 
the firstlings of your herd and of your 
flock; 7 and there you shall eat before 
the Lord your God, and you shall re¬ 
joice, you and your households, in all 
that you undertake, in which the Lord 
your God has blessed you. 8 You shall 
not do according to all that we are doing 
here this day, every man doing what¬ 
ever is right in his own eyes; 9 for you 
have not as yet come to the rest and to 
the inheritance which the Lord your 
God gives you. 10 But when you go over 
the Jordan, and live in the land which 
the Lord your God gives you to inherit, 
and when he gives you rest from all your 
enemies round about, so that you live in 
safety, 11 then to the place which the 
Lord your God will choose, to make his 
name dwell there, thither you shall 
bring all that I command you: your 
burnt offerings and your sacrifices, 
your tithes and the offering that you 
present, and all your votive offerings 
which you vow to the Lord. 12 And you 
shall rejoice before the Lord your God, 
you and your sons and your daughters, 
your menservants and your maid- 


* Gk Syr: Sec Gen 12.6. Heb oaks or terebinths 12.1-28: Ex 20.24. 
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servants, and the Levite that is within which are due from you, and your votive 
your towns, since he has no portion or offerings, you shall take, and you shall 
inheritance with you. 13 Take heed that go to the place which the Lord will 
you do not offer your burnt offerings at choose, 27 and offer your burnt offer- 
every place that you see; 14 but at the mgs, the flesh and the blood, on the 
place which the Lord will choose in one altar of the Lord your God; the blood 
of your tribes, there you shall offer your of your sacrifices shall be poured out on 
burnt offerings, and there you shall do the altar of the Lord your God, but the 
all that I am commanding you. flesh you may eat. 28 Be careful to heed 

15 “However, you may slaughter and all these words which I command you, 
eat flesh within any of your towns, as that it may go well with you and with 
much as you desire, according to the your children after you for ever, when 
blessing of the Lord your God which you do what is good and right in the 
he has given you; the unclean and the sight of the Lord your God. 
clean may eat of it, as of the gazelle and 29 “When the Lord your God cuts 
as of the hart. 16 Only you shall not eat off before you the nations whom you go 
the blood; you shall pour it out upon in to dispossess, and you dispossess 
the earth like water. 17 You may not ear than ana dwell in their land, 30 take 
within your towns the tithe of your heed that you be not ensnared to follow 
grain or of your wine or of your oil, or them, after they have been destroyed 
the firstlings of your herd or of your before you, and that you do not inquire 
flock, or any of your votive offerings about their gods, saying, ‘How did 
which you vow, or your freewill offer- these nations serve their gods?—that I 
ings, or the offering that you present; also may do likewise/ 31 You shall not 
18 but you shall eat them before the do so to the Lord your God; for every 1 ' 
Lord your God in the place which the abominable thing which the Lord hates 
Lord your God will choose, you and they have done for their gods; for they 
your son and your daughter, your man- even bum their sons and their daugh- 
servant and your maidservant, and the ters in the fire to their gods. 

Levite who is within your towns; and 32 1 “Everything that I command 
you shall rejoice before the Lord your you you shall be careful to do; you shall 
God in all that you undertake. 19 Take not add to it or take from it. 
heed that you do not forsake the Levite i 'l “If a prophet arises among you, 
as long as you live in your land. T or a dreamer of dreams, and gives 

20 “When the Lord your God en- you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or 
larges your territory, as he has promised wonder which he tells you comes to 
you, and you say, T will eat flesh,’ be- pass, and if he says, ‘Let us go after 
cause you crave flesh, you may eat as other gods,’ which you have not known, 
much flesh as you desire. 21 If the place ‘and let us serve them/ 3 you shall not 
which the Lord your God will choose listen to the words of that prophet or to 
to put his name there is too far from that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord 
you, then you may kill any of your herd your God is testing you, to know wheth- 
or your flock, which the Lord has given er you love the Lord your God with all 
you, as I have commanded you; and you your heart and with all your soul, 
may eat within your towns as much as 4 You shall walk after the Lord your 
you desire. 22 Just as the gazelle or the God and fear him, and keep his com- 
hart is eaten, so you may eat of it; the mandments and obey his voice, and you 
unclean and the clean alike may eat of shall serve him and cleave to him. 5 But 
it. 23 Only be sure that you do not eat that prophet or that dreamer of dreams 
the blood; for the blood is the life, and shall be put to death, because he has 
you shall not eat the life with the flesh, taught rebellion against the Lord your 
54 You shall not eat it; you shall pour it God, who brought you out of the land 
out upon the earth like water. 25 You of Egypt and redeemed you out of the 
shall not eat it; that all may go well with house of bondage, to make you leave the 
you and with your children after you, way in which the Lord your God com- 
when you do what is right in the sight manded you to walk. So you shall purge 
of the Lord. 26 But the holy things the evil from the midst of you. 

*Ch 13.1 inHeb 

12.16,23t Lev 17.1(M4j 19.26. 12JS9-32t Ex 23.24; 34.12-14; Num 33.52. 
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6 “If your brother, the son of your 
mother, or your son, or your daughter, 
or the wife of your bosom, or your 
friend who is as your own soul, entices 
you secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and 
serve other gods,* which neither you nor 
your fathers have known, 7 some of the 
gods of the peoples that are round about 
you, whether near you or far off from 
you, from the one end of the earth to the 
Other, 8 you shall not yield to him or 
listen to him, nor shall your eye pity 
him, nor shall you spare him, nor shall 
you conceal him; °but you shall kill 
him; your hand shall be first against 
him to put him to death, and afterwards 
the hand of all the people. 10 You shall 
stone him to death with stones, because 
he sought to draw you away from the 
Loro your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. u And all Israel shall hear, and 
fear, and never again do any such 
wickedness as this among you. 

12 “If you hear in one of your cities, 
which the Lord your God gives you to 
dwell there, 13 that certain base fellows 
have gone out among you and have 
drawn away the inhabitants of the city, 
saying, ‘Let us go and serve other 
gods,* which you have not known, 
* 4 then yon shall inquire and make 
search and ask diligently; and behold, 
if it be true and certain that such an 
abominable thing has been done among 
you, is you shall surely put the in¬ 
habitants of that city to the sword, 
destroying it utterly, all who are in it 
and its cattle, with the edge of the 
sword. 16 You shall gather all its spoil 
into the midst of its open square, and 
bum the city and all its spoil with fire, 
as a whole burnt offering to the Lord 
your God; it shall be a heap for ever, 
it shall not be built again. 17 None of the 
devoted things shall cleave to your 
hand; that the Lord may turn from the 
fierceness of his anger, and show you 
mercy, and have compassion on you, 
and multiply you, as he swore to your 
fathers, 18 if you obey the voice of the 
Lord your God, keeping all his com¬ 
mandments which I command you this 
day, and doing what is right in the sight 
of the Lord your God. 
i A “You are the sons of the Lord 
XT' your God; you shall not cut your¬ 


selves or make any baldness on your 
foreheads for the dead. 2 For you are a 
people holy to the Lord your God, and 
the Lord has chosen you to be a people 
for his own possession, out of all the 
peoples that are on the face of the earth. 

3 “You shall not eat any abominable 
thing. 4 These are the animals you may 
eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat, 5 the 
hart, the gazelle, the roebuck, the wild 
goat, the ibex, the antelope, and the 
mountain-sheep. 6 Every animal that 
parts the hoof and has the hoof cloven 
in two, and chews the cud, among the 
animals, you may eat. 7 Yet of those 
that chew the cud or have the hoof 
cloven you shall not eat these: the 
camel, the hare, and the rock badger, 
because they chew the cud but do not 
part the hoof, are unclean for you. 8 And 
the swine, because it parts the hoof but 
does not chew the cud, is unclean for 
you. Their flesh you shall not eat, and 
their carcasses you shall not touch. 

9 “Of all that are in the waters you 
may eat these: whatever has fins and 
scales you may eat. l0 And whatever 
does not have fins and scales you shall 
not eat; it is unclean for you. 

11 “You may eat all clean birds. 
12 But these are the ones which you 
shall not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the 
osprey, 13 the buzzard, the kite, after 
their kinds; 14 every raven after its 
kind; 15 the ostrich, the nighthawk, the 
sea gull, the hawk, after their kinds; 
16 the little owl and the great owl, the 
water hen 17 and the pelican, the carrion 
vulture and the cormorant, 18 the stork, 
the heron, after their kinds; the hoopoe 
and the bat. 19 And all winged insects 
are unclean for you; they shall not be 
eaten. 20 All dean winged things you 
may eat. 

21 “You shall not eat anything that 
dies of itself; you may give it to the 
alien who is within your towns, that 
he may eat it, or you may sell it to a 
foreigner; for you are a people holy to 
the Lord your God. 

“You shall not boil a kid in its 
mother’s milk. 

22 “You shall tithe all the yield of 
your seed, which comes forth from the 
field year by year. 23 And before the 
Lord your God, in the place which he 
will choose, to make his name dwell 


14.1: Lev 19.28. 14.2: Ex 19.5-6; Deut 26.19; Tit 2.14; 1 Pet 2.9; Rev 1.6; 5.10. 143-SOs Lev 11.2-23. 
IL21* Ex 23.19; 34.26; Lev 1U9-40; 17.15, 14.22-29: Lev 27.30-33; Nurn 18.21-32. 
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there, you shall eat the tithe of your 
grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and 
the firstlings of your herd and flock; 
that you may learn to fear the Lord 
your God always. 34 And if the way is too 
long for you, so that you are not able to 
bring the tithe, when the Lord your 
God blesses you, because the place is 
too far from you, which the Lord your 
God chooses, to set his name there, 
25 then you shall turn it into money, and 
bind up the money in your hand, and go 
to the place which the Lord your God 
chooses, 26 and spend the money for 
whatever you desire, oxen, or sheep, or 
wine or strong drink, whatever your 
appetite craves; and you shall eat there 
before the Lord your God and rejoice, 
you and your household. 27 And you 
shall not forsake the Levite who is 
within your towns, for he has no portion 
or inheritance with you. 

28 “At the end of every three years 
you shall bring forth all the tithe of your 
produce in the same year, and lay it up 
within your towns; and the Levite, 
because he has no portion or inheritance 
with you, and the sojourner, the father¬ 
less, and the widow, who are within 
your towns, shall come and eat and be 
filled; that the Lord your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hands 
that you do. 

*| E “At the end of every seven years 
you shall grant a release. 2 And 
this is the manner of the release: every 
creditor shall release what he has lent to 
his neighbour; he shall not exact it of his 
neighbour, his brother, because the 
Lord's release has been proclaimed. 

3 Of a foreigner -you may exact it ; but 
whatever of yours is with your brother 
your hand shall release. 4 But there will 
be no poor among you (for the Lord 
will bless you in the land which the 
Lord your God gives you for an in¬ 
heritance to possess), 5 if only you will 
obey the voice of the Lord your God, 
being careful to do all this command¬ 
ment which I command you this day. 

6 For the Lord your God will bless you, 
as he promised you, and you shall lend 
to many nations, but you shall not 
borrow; and you shall rule over many 
nations, but they shall not rule over you. 

7 “If there is among you a poor man, 
one of your brethren, in any of your 
towns within your land which the Lord 

15.12-18: Ex 21.2-11; Lev 25.39-46. 15.19-23: Ex 13. 


your God gives you, you shall not 
harden your heart or shut your hand 
against your poor brother, 8 but you 
shall open your hand to him, and lend 
him sufficient for his need, whatever it 
may be. 9 Take heed lest there be a base 
thought in your heart, and you say, 
‘The seventh year, the year of release is 
near,' and your eye be hostile to your 
poor brother, and you give him nothing, 
and he cry to the Lord against you, and 
it be sin in you. 10 You shall give to him 
freely, and your heart shall not be 
grudging when you give to him; be¬ 
cause for this the Lord your God will 
bless you in all your work and in all 
that you undertake. 11 For the poor will 
never cease out of the land; therefore I 
command you. You shall open wide 
your hand to your brother, to the needy 
and to the poor, in the land. 

12 “If your brother, a Hebrew man, 
or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you, he 
shall serve you six years, and in the 
seventh year you shall let him go free 
from you. 13 And when you let him go 
free from you, you shall not let him go 
empty-handed; 14 you shall furnish him 
liberally out of your flock, out of your 
threshing floor, and out of your wine 
press; as the Lord your God has blessed 
you, you shaLl give to him. 15 You shall 
remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt, and the Lord your God 
redeemed you; therefore I command 
you this today. 16 But if he says to you, 
‘I will not go out from you,’ because he 
loves you and your household, since he 
fares well with you, 17 then you shall 
take an awl, and thrust it through his 
ear into the door, and he shall be your 
bondman for ever. And to your bond- 
woman you shall do likewise. 18 It shall 
not seem har d to you, when you let him 
go free from you; for at half the cost of a 
hired servant he has served you six 
years. So the Lord your God will bless 
3 >ou in all that you do. 

19 “All the firstling males that are 
born of your herd and flock you shall 
consecrate to the Lord your God; you 
shall do no work with the firstling of 
your herd, nor shear the firstling of your 
flock. 2 o You shall eat it, you and your 
household, before the Lord your God 
year by year at the place which the 
Lord will choose. 21 But if it has any 
blemish, if it is lame or blind, or has any 

1-12; 22.30; 34.19; Num 18.17-18. 
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serious blemish whatever, you shall not 
sacrifice it to the Lord your God. 22 You 
shall eat it within your towns; the un¬ 
clean and the clean alike may eat it, as 
though it were a gazelle or a hart. 
23 Only you shall not eat its blood; you 
shall pour it out on the ground like 
water. 

(L “Observe the month of Abib, 
lv and keep the passover to the 
Lord your God; for in the month of 
Abib the Lord your God brought you 
out of Egypt by night. 2 And you shall 
offer the passover sacrifice to the Lord 
your God, from the flock or the herd, 
at the place which the Lord will choose, 
to make his name dwell there. 3 You 
shall eat no leavened bread with it; 
seven days you shall tat it with un¬ 
leavened bread, the bread of affliction— 
for you came out of the land of Egypt in 
hurried flight—that all the days of your 
life you may remember the day when 
you came out of the land of Egypt. 4 No 
leaven shall be seen with you in all your 
territory for seven days; nor shall any of 
die flesh which you sacrifice on the eve¬ 
ning of the first day remain all night 
until morning. 5 You may not offer the 
passover sacrifice within any of your 
towns which the Lord your God gives 
you; 6 but at the place which the Lord 
your God will choose, to make his name 
dwell in it, there you shall offer the 
passover sacrifice, in the evening at the 
going down of the sun, at the time you 
came out of Egypt. 7 And you shall boil 
it and eat it at the place which die Lord 
your God will choose; and in the morn¬ 
ing you shall turn and go to your tents. 

8 For six days you shall eat unleavened 
bread; and on die seventh day diere 
shall be a solemn assembly to the Loip 
your God; you shall do no work on it. 

9 “You shall count seven weeks; be¬ 
gin to count the seven weeks from the 
time you first put the sickle to the stand¬ 
ing grain. 10 Then you shall keep the 
least of weeks to the Lord your God 
with the tribute of a freewill offering 
from your hand, which you shall give as 
the Lord your God blesses you; 11 and 
you shall rejoice before the Lord your 
God, you and your son and your daugh¬ 
ter, your manservant and your maid¬ 
servant, the Levite who is within your 
towns, the sojourner, the fatherless, and 

16.1-17: Ex 23.14-17; Lev 23; Nura 28-29. 16.19: Ex 

17.1s Lev 22.17-24. 17.2-7: Ex 22.20. 


the widow who are among you, at the 
place which the Lord your God will 
choose, to make his name dwell there. 
i2 You shall remember that you were a 
slave in Egypt; and you shall be careful 
to observe these statutes. 

13 “You shall keep the feast of booths 
seven days, when you make your in¬ 
gathering from your threshing floor and 
your wine press; 14 you shall rejoice in 
your feast, you and your son and your 
daughter, your manservant and your 
maidservant, the Levite, the sojourner, 
the fatherless, and the widow who are 
within your towns. For seven days 
you shall keep the feast to the Lord 
your God at the place which the Lord 
will choose ; because the Lord your God 
will bless you in all your produce and in 
all the work of your hands, so that you 
will be altogether ioyfuL 

lo “Three times a year all your males 
shall appear before the Lord your God 
at the place which he will choose: at the 
feast of unleavened bread, at the feast of 
weeks, and at the feast of booths. They 
shall not appear before the Lord empty- 
handed; 17 every man shall give as he is 
able, according to the blessing of the 
Lord your God which he has given you. 

18 “You shall appoint judges and 
officers in all your towns which the 
Lord your God gives you, according to 
your tribes; and they shall judge the 
people with righteous judgment. 19 You 
shall not pervert justice; you shall not 
show partiality; and you shall not take a 
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the 
wise and subverts the cause of the 
righteous. 20 Justice, and only justice, 
you shall follow, that you may live * and 
inherit the land which die Lord your 
God gives you. 

21 “You shall not plant any tree as 
an Ashe'rah beside the altar of the 
Lord your God which you shall make. 
22 And you shall not set up a pillar, 
which the Lord your God hates. 

n “You shall not sacrifice to the 
Lord your God an ox or a sheep 
in which is a blemish, any defect what¬ 
ever; for that is an abomination to the 
Lord your God. 

2 “If there is found among you, with¬ 
in any of your towns which the Lord 
your God gives you, a man or woman 
who does what is evil in the sight of the 

23.6-9; Lev 19.15. 16.21-22: Lev 26.1. 



Administration of justice 171 DHUTHRONOMY 1© 


Lord your God, in transgressing his 
covenant, 3 and has gone and served 
other gods and worshipped them, or the 
sun or the moon or any of the host of 
heaven, which I have forbidden, 4 and 
it is told you and you hear of it; then 
you shall inquire diligently, and if it is 
true and certain that such an abomi¬ 
nable thing has been done in Israel, 

5 then you shall bring forth to your 
gates that man or woman who has done 
this evil thing, and you shall stone that 
man or woman to death with stones. 

<> On the evidence of two witnesses or of 
three witnesses he that is to die shall be 
put to death; a person shall not be put 
to death on the evidence of one witness, 

7 The hand of the witnesses shall be 
first against him to put him to death, 
and afterward the hand of all the people. 
So you shall purge the evil from the 
midst of you. 

8 “If any case arises requiring deci¬ 
sion between one kind of homicide and 
another, one kind of legal right and an¬ 
other, or one kind of assault and an¬ 
other, any case within your towns which 
is too difficult for you, then you shall 
arise and go up to the place which the 
Lord your God will choose, 9 and 
coming to the Levitical priests, and to 
the judge who is in office in those days, 
you shall consult them, and they shall 
declare to you the decision. 10 Then 
you shall do according to what they 
declare to you from that place which the 
Lord will choose; and you shall be. 
careful to do according to all that they 
direct you; 11 according to the instruc¬ 
tions which they give you, and accord¬ 
ing to the decision which they pro¬ 
nounce to you, you shall do ; you shall 
not turn aside from the verdict which 
they declare to you, either to the right 
hand or to the left. 12 The man who acts 
presumptuously, by not obeying the 
priest who stands to minister there be¬ 
fore the Lord your God, or the judge, 
that man shall die; so you shall purge 
the evil from Israel. 13 And all the 
people shall hear, and fear, and not act 
presumptuously again. 

14 “When you come to the land 
which the Lord your God gives you, 
and you possess it and dwell in it, and 
then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like 
all the nations that are round about me’; 

17.«: Nun> 35.30; Dcm 19.15; Mt 18.16; 2 Cor 13.1; 1 
17.7: Deut 19.19; 1 Cor 5.13. 18.1-8: Num 18.20-24. 


15 you may indeed set as king over you 
him whom the Lord your God will 
choose. One from among your brethren 
you shall set as king over you; you may 
not put a foreigner over you, who is not 
your brother. 16 Only he must not 
multiply horses for himself, or cause the 
people to return to Egypt in order to 
multiply horses, since the Lord has 
said to you, ‘You shall never return that 
way again.’ 17 And he shall not multiply 
wives for himself, lest his heart, turn 
away; nor shall he greatly multiply for 
himself silver and gold. 

18 “And when he sits on the throne 
of his kingdom, he shall write for him¬ 
self in a book a copy of this law, from 
that which is in charge of the Levitical 
priests; 19 and it shall be with him, and 
he shall read in it all the days of his life, 
that he may learn to fear the Lord his 
God, by keeping all the words of this 
law and these statutes, and doing them; 
20 that his heart may not be lifted up 
above his brethren, and that he may not 
turn aside from the commandment, 
either to the right hand or to the left; so 
that he may continue long in his king¬ 
dom, he and his children, in Israel, 
i © “The Levitical priests, that is, 
.ftO all die tribe of Levi, shall have no 
portion or inheritance with Israel; they 
shall eat tine offerings by fire to the 
Lord, and his rightful dues. 2 They 
shall have no inheritance among their 
brethren; the Lord is their inheritance, 
as he promised them. 3 And this shall be 
the priests’ due from the people, from 
those offering a sacrifice, whether it be 
ox or sheep: they shall give to the priest 
the shoulder and the two cheeks and 
the stomach. 4 The first fruits of your 
grain, of your wine and of your oil* and 
the first of the fleece of your sheep, you 
shall give him. 5 For the Lord your God 
lias chosen him out of all your tribes, to 
stand and minister in the name of the 
Lord, him and his sons for ever. 

6 “And if a Levite comes from any 
of your towns out of all Israel, where he 
lives—and he may come when he de¬ 
sires—to the place which the Lord will 
choose, 7 then he may minister in the 
name of the Lord his God, like all his 
fellow-Levites who stand to minister 
there before the Lord. 8 They shall 
have equal portions to eat, besides what 

Tim 5.19; Hcb 10.28. 
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he receives from the sale of his patri¬ 
mony. 1,1 

9 ‘‘When you come into the land 
which the Lord your God gives you, 
you shall not learn to follow the abomi¬ 
nable practices of those nations . 10 There 
shall not be found among you any one 
who burns bis son or his daughter as an 
offering,” any one who practises divina¬ 
tion, a soothsayer, or an augur, or a 
sorcerer, 11 or a charmer, or a medium, 
or a wizard, or a necromancer. 12 For 
whoever does; these things is an abomi¬ 
nation to the Lord; and because of 
these abominable practices the Lord 
your God is driving them out before 
you. 13 You shall be blameless before 
the Lord your God. 14 For these na¬ 
tions, which you are about to dispossess, 
give heed to soothsayers and to diviners; 
but as for you, the Lord your God has 
not allowed you so to do. 

15 “The Lord your God will raise 
up for you a prophet like me from 
among you, from your brethren—him 
you shall heed— 10 just as you desired 
of the Lord your God at Horeb on the 
day of the assembly, when you said, 
‘Let me not hear again the voice of the 
Lord my God, or see this great Are any 
more, lest I die/ 17 And the Lord said 
to me, ‘They have rightly said all that 
they have spoken. 18 1 will raise up for 
them a prophet like you from among 
their brethren; and I will put my words 
in liis mouth, and he shall speak to them 
all that I command him. 19 And whoever 
will not give heed to my words which 
he shall speak in my name, I myself will 
require it of him. 20 But the prophet 
who presumes to speak a word in my 
name which I have not commanded 
him to speak, or who speaks in the 
name of other gods, that same prophet 
shall die/ 21 And if you say in your 
heart, ‘How may we know the word 
which the Lord has not spoken?'— 
22 when a prophet speaks. in the name 
of the Lord, if the word does not come 
to pass or come true, that is a word 
which the Lord has not spoken; the 
prophet has spoken it presumptuously, 
you need not be afraid of him. 

1Q “When the Lord your God cuts 
ly off the nations whose land the 


2 Cities of refuge 
Lord your God gives you, and you dis¬ 
possess them and dwell in their cities 
and in their houses, 2 you shall set apart 
th?ee cities for you in the land which the 
Lord your God gives you to possess. 

3 You shall prepare the roads, and 
divide into three parts the area of the 
land which the Lord your God gives 
you as a possession, so that any man- 
slayer can flee to them. 

4 “This is the provision for the man- 
slayer, who by fleeing there may save 
his life. If any one kills his neighbour 
unintentionally without having been at 
enmity with him in time past— 5 as 
when a man goes into the forest with his 
neighbour to cut wood, and his hand 
swings the axe to cut down a tree, and 
the head slips from the handle and 
strikes his neighbour so that he dies—he 
may lice to one of these cities and save 
his life; f ' lest the avenger of blood in 
hot anger pursue the manslayer and 
overtake him, because the way is long, 
and wound him mortally, though the 
man did not deserve to die, since he was 
not at enmity with his neighbour in time 
past. 7 Therefore I command you. You 
shall set apart three cities. 8 And if the 
Lord your God enlarges your border, 
as lie has sworn to your fathers, and 
gives you all the land which he prom¬ 
ised to give to your fathers— 9 pro¬ 
vided you are careful to keep all this 
commandment, which I command you 
this day, by loving the LORD your God 
and by walking ever in his ways—then 
you shall add three other cities to these 
three, 10 lest innocent blood be shed in 
your land which the Lord your God 
gives you for an inheritance, and so the 
guilt of bloodshed be upon you. 

11 “But if any man hates his neigh¬ 
bour, and lies in wait for him, and at¬ 
tacks him, and wounds him mortally so 
that he dies, and the man flees into one 
of these dries, 12 then the ciders of his 
rity shall send and fetch him from there, 
and hand him over to the avenger of 
blood, so that he may die. 13 Your eye 
shall not pity him, but you shall purge 
the guilt of innocent blood” from Israel, 
so that it may be well with you. 

14 “In the inheritance which you will 
hold in the land that the Lord your 


m Hcb obscure n Heb makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire 
0 Or the blood of the innocent 

18.10-11: Ex 22.18; Lev 19.26,31; 20.6,27. 18.13s Mt 5.48. 18.15-18: Acts 3.22-23; 7.37. 
19.1-13: Ex 21.12-14; Num 35. 
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God gives you to possess, you shall not her.* 8 And the officers shall speak fur- 
remove your neighbour’s landmark, ther to the people, and say, ‘What man 
which the men of old have set. is there that is fearful and fainthearted? 

15 “A single witness shall not prevail Let him go back to his house, lest the 
against a man for any crime or for any heart of his fellows melt as his heart.’ 
wrong in connection with any offence 9 And when the officers have made an 
that he has committed; only on the end of speaking to the people, then 
evidence of two witnesses, or of three commanders shall be appointed at the 
witnesses, shall a charge be sustained, head of the people. 

16 If a malicious witness rises against 10 “When you draw near to a city to 
any man to accuse him of wrongdoing, fight against it, offer terms of peace to 
* 7 then both parties to the dispute shall it. 11 And if its answer to you is peace 
appear before the Lord, before the and it opens to you, then all the people 
priests and the judges who are in office who are found in it shall do forced labour 
in those days; 18 the judges shall inquire for you and shall serve you. 12 But if it 
diligently, and if the witness is a false makes no peace with you, but makes 
witness and has accused his brother war against you, then you shall besiege 
falsely, 19 then you shall do to him as he it; 13 and when the Lord your God 
had meant to do to his brother; so you gives it into your hand you shall put all 
shall purge the evil from the midst of its males to the sword, 14 but the women 
you. 20 And the rest shall hear, and fear, and the little ones, the cattle, and every- 
and shall never again commit any such thing else in the city, all its spoil, you 
evil among you. 21 Your eye shall not shall take as booty for yourselves; and 
pity ; it shall be life for life, eye for eye, you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for wliich the Lord your God has given 
foot. you. 15 Thus you shall do to all the cities 

'Jfh “When you go forth to war which are very far from you, which are 
aA/ against your enemies, and see not cities of the nations here. 16 But in 
horses and chariots and an army larger the cities of these peoples that the Lord 
than your own, you shall not be afraid your God gives you for an inheritance, 
of them; for the Lord your God is with you shall save alive nothing that 
you, who brought you up out of the breathes, 17 but you shall utterly destroy 
land of Egypt. 2 And when you draw them, the Hittites and the Amorites, the 
near to the battle, the priest shall come Canaanites and the Per'izzites, the 
forward and speak to the people, 3 and Hivites and the Jeb'usites, as the Lord 
shall say to them, ‘Hear, O Israel, you your God has commanded; 18 that they 
draw near this day to battle against your may not teach you to do according to ail 
enemies; let not your heart faint; do their abominable practices which they 
not fear, or tremble, or be in dread of have done in the service of their gods, 
them; 4 for the Lord your God is he and so to sin against the Lord your 
that goes with you, to fight for you God. 

against your enemies, to give you the 19 “When you besiege a city for a 
victory.* 5 Then the officers shall speak long time, making war against it in 
to the people, saying, ‘What man is order to take it, you shall not destroy its 
there that has built a new house and has trees by wielding an axe against them; 
not dedicated it? Let him go back to his for you may eat of them, but you shall 
house, lest he die in the battle and an- not cut them down. Are the trees in the 
other man dedicate it. 6 And what man held men that they should be besieged 
is there that has planted a vineyard and by you? 20 Only the trees which you 
has not enjoyed its fruit? Let him go know are not trees for food you may 
back to his house, lest he die in the destroy and cut down that you may 
battle and another man enjoy its fruit, build siegeworks against the city that 
7 And what man is there that has be- makes war with you, until it falls, 
trothed a wife and has not taken her? “If in the land wliich the Lord 

Let him go back to his house, lest he your God gives you to possess,, 

die in the battle and another man take any one is found slain, lying in the open 

19.15: Num 35.30; Deut 17.6; Mt 18.16; 2 Cor 13.1; 1 Tim 5.16; Hcb 10.28. 

19.16-20: Ex 20.16; 23.1; Lev 19.16; Dcut 5.20. 19.19: 1 Cor 5.13. 

19.21: Ex 21.23-25; Lev 24.20; Mt 5.38. 
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country, and it is not known who killed son is hers that is disliked, 16 then on 
him, 2 then your elders and your judges the day when he assigns his possessions 
shall come forth, and they shall measure as an inheritance to his sons, he may not 
the distance to the cities which arc treat the son of the loved as the first- 
around him that is slain; 3 and the bom in preference to the son of the dis- 
elders of the city which is nearest to the liked, who is the first-born, 17 but he 
slain man shall take a heifer which has shall acknowledge the first-born, the son 
never been worked and which has not of the disliked, by giving him a double 
pulled in the yoke. 4 And the elders of portion of all that he has, for he is the 
that city shall bring the heifer down to first issue of his strength; the right of 
a valley with running water, which is the first-born is his. 
neither ploughed nor sown, and shall 18 “If a man has a stubborn and 
break the heifer’s neck there in the rebellious son, who will not obey the 
valley. 5 And the priests the sons of voice of his father or the voice of his 
Levi shall come forward, for the Lord mother, and, though they chastise him, 
your God has chosen them to minister will not give heed to them, 19 then his 
to him and to bless in the name of the father and his mother shall take hold of 
.Lord, and by their word every dispute him and bring him out to the elders of 
and every assault shall be settled. 6 And his city at the gate of the place where 
all the elders of that city nearest to the he lives, 20 and they shall say to the 
slam man shall wash their hands over elders of his city, ‘This our son is stub- 
the heifer whose neck was broken in the born and rebellious, he will not obey 
valley; 7 and they shall testify, ‘Our our voice; he is a glutton and a drunk- 
hands did not shed this blood, neither ard.’ 21 Then all the men of the city shall 
did our eyes see it shed. 8 Forgive, O stone him to death with stones; so you 
Lord, thy people Israel, whom thou shall purge the evil from your midst; 
hast redeemed, and set not the guilt of and all Israel shall hear, and fear, 
innocent blood in the midst of thy 22 “And if a man has committed a 
people Israel; but let the guilt of blood crime punishable bv death and he is 
be forgiven them.’ 9 So you shall purge put to death, and you hang him on a 
the guilt of innocent blood from your tree, 23 his body shall not remain all 
midst, when you do what is right in the night upon the tree, but you shall bury 
Slg j£ Lord. him the same day, for a hanged man is 

10 When you go forth to war against accursed by God; you shall not defile 
your enemies, and the Lord your God your land which the Lord your God 
gives them into your hands, and you gives you for an inheritance, 
take them captive, 11 and see among the 'J'J “You shall not see your brother’s 
captives a beautiful woman, and you dbJ* ox or his sheep go astray, and 
have desire for her and would take her withhold your help? from them; you 
for yourself as wife, 12 then you shall shall take them back to your brother, 
bring her home to your house, and she 2 And if he is not near you, or if you do 
shall shave her head and pare her nails, not know him, you shall bring it home 
13 And she shall put off her captive’s to your house, and it shall be with you 
garb, and shall remain in your house until your brother seeks it; then you 
and bewail her father and her mother a shall restore it to him. 3 And so you shall 
full month; after that you may go in to do with his ass; so you shall do with his 
her, and be her husband, and she shall garment; so you shall do with any lost 
be your wife. 14 Then, if you have no thing of your brother’s, which he loses 
delight m her, you shall let her go and you find; you may not withhold your 
where she will; but you shall not sell her help. 4 You shall not see your brother’s 
for money, you shall not treat her as a ass or his ox fallen down by the way, and 
slave, since you have humiliated her. withhold your help p from them; you 
15 ‘If a man has two wives, the one shall help him to lift them up again.* 
loved and the other disliked, and they 5 “A woman shall not wear anything 
have borne him children, both the loved that pertains to a man, nor shall a man 
and the disliked, and if the first-born put on a woman’s gar m ent; for whoever 

P Heb hide yourself 

«.»«!» kx 20.12; 21.15,17; Lev 20.9; Deut 5.16; 27.16. 21.22: Acts 5.30} 10.39. 21.23t Gal 3.13. 

22.1-4: bx 23.4-5. 



Lazvs concerning chastity 
does these things is an abomination to 
the Lord your God. 

6 “If you chance to come upon a 
bird’s nest, in any tree or on the ground, 
with young ones or eggs and the mother 
sitting upon the young or upon the 
eggs, you shall not take the mother with 
the young; 7 you shall Jet the mother go, 
but the young you may take to yourself; 
that it may go well with you, and that 
you may live long. 

8 “When you build a new house, you 
shall make a parapet for your roof, that 
you may not bring the guilt of blood 
upon your house, if any one fall from it. 

9 “You shall not sow your vineyard 
with two kinds of seed, lest the whole 
yield be forfeited to the sanctuary,« the 
crop which you have sown and the 
yield of the vineyard. 10 You shall not 
plough with an ox and an ass together. 
11 You shall not wear a mingled stuff, 
wool and linen together. 

12 “You shall make yourself tassels 
on the four corners of your cloak with 
which you cover yourself. 

13 “If any man takes a wife, and goes 
in to her, and then spurns her, 14 and 
charges her with shameful conduct, and 
brings an evil name upon her, saying, 
*1 took this woman, and when I came 
near her, I did not find in her the tokens 
of virginity,’ 15 then the father of the 
young woman and her mother shall take 
and bring out the tokens of her virginity 
to the elders of the city in the gate; 
16 and the father of the young woman 
shall say to the elders, ‘1 gave my 
daughter to this man to wife, and he 
spurns her; 17 and lo, he has made 
shameful charges against her, saying, 
“I did not find in your daughter the 
tokens of virginity.” And yet these are 
the tokens of my daughter’s virginity.’ 
And they shall spread the garment be¬ 
fore the elders of the city. 18 Then the 
elders of that city shall take the man and 
whip him; 19 and they shall fine him a 
hundred shekels of silver, and give them 
to the father of the young woman, be¬ 
cause he has brought an evil name upon 
a virgin of Israel; and she shall be his 
wife; he may not put her away all his 
days. 20 But if the thing is true, that the 
tokens of virginity were not found in the 
young woman, 21 then they shall bring 


DEUTERONOMY 23 
out the young woman to the door of her 
father’s house, and the men of her city 
shall stone her to death with stones, be¬ 
cause she has wrought folly in Israel by 
playing the harlot in her father’s house; 
so you shall purge the evil from the 
midst of you. 

22 “If a man is found lying with the 
wife of another man, both of them shall 
die, the man who lay with the woman, 
and the woman; so you shall purge the 
evil from Israel. 

23 “If there is a betrothed virgin, and 
a man meets her in the city and lies with 
her, 24 then you shall bring them both 
out to the gate of that city, and you shall 
stone them to death with stones, the 
young woman because she did not cry 
for help though she was in the city, and 
the man because he violated his neigh¬ 
bour’s wife; so you shall purge the evil 
from the midst of you. 

25 “But if in the open country a man 
meets a young woman who is betrothed, 
and the man seizes her and lies with her, 
then only the man who lay wirh her 
shall die. 26 But to the young woman 
you shall do nothing; in the young 
woman there is no offence punishable 
by death, for this case is like that of a 
man attacking and murdering his 
neighbour; 27 because he came upon her 
in the open country, and though the 
betrothed young woman cried for help 
there was no one to rescue her. 

28 “If a man meets a virgin who is 
not betrothed, and seizes her and lies 
with her, and they are found, 2Q then the 
man who lay with her shall give to the 
father of the young woman fifty shekels 
of silver, and she shall be his wife, be¬ 
cause he has violated her; he may not 
put her away all his days. 

30’ “A man shall not take his fHther’3 
wife, nor shall he uncover her who is 
his father’s.* 

1 “He whose testicles are crushed 
or whose male member is cut off 

shall not enter the assembly of the 
Lord. 

2 “No bastard shall enter the as¬ 
sembly of the Lord; even to the tenth 
generation none of his descendants shall 
enter the assembly of the Lord. 

3 “No Ammonite or Moabite shall 
enter the assembly of the Lord; even to 


9 Heb become holy r Ch 23.1 in Heb * Heb uncover his father's skirt 
22.0-11: Lev 19.19. 22.12: Nun) 15.37-41. 22.21: 1 Cor 5.13. 

22.22-27: Ex 20.14; Lev 18.20; 20.10; Deut 5.18. 22^4: 1 Cor 5.13. 22.28-29: Ex 22.16-17. 
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the tenth generation none belonging 
to them shall enter the assembly of the 
Lord for ever; 4 because they did not 
meet you with bread and with water on 
the way, when you came forth out of 
Egypt, and because they hired against 
you Balaam the son of Be'or from 
Fethor of Mesopota mia, to curse you. 

5 Nevertheless the Lord your God 
would not hearken to Balaam; but the 
Lord your God turned the curse into a 
blessing for you, because the Lord your 
God loved you. ° You shall not seek 
their peace or their prosperity all your 
days for ever. 

7 “You shall not abhor an E'domite, 
for he is your brother; you shall not 
abhor an Egyptian, because you were a 
sojourner in Ins land. 8 The children of 
the third generation that are born to 
diem may enter the assembly of the 
Lord. 

9 “When you go forth against your 
enemies and are in camp, then you shall 
keep yourself from every evil thing. 

10 “If there is among you any man 
who is not clean by reason of what 
chances to him by night, then he shall 
go outside the camp, he shall not come 
within the camp; 11 but when evening 
comes on, he shall bathe himself in 
water, and when the sun is down, he 
may come within the camp. 

12 “You shall have a place outside 
the camp and you shall go out to it; 

13 and you shall have a stick with your 
weapons; and when you sit down out¬ 
side, you shall dig a hole with it, and 
turn back and cover up your excrement. 

14 Because the Lord your God walks in 
the midst of your camp, to save you and 
to give up your enemies before you, 
therefore your camp must be holy, that 
he may not see anything indecent 
among you, and turn away from you. 

15 “You shall not give up to his 
master a slave who has escaped from 
his master to you; 16 he shall dwell with 
you, in your midst, in the place which 
he shall choose within one of your 
towns, where it pleases him best; you 
shall not oppress him. 

17 “There shall be no cult prostitute 
of the daughters of Israel, neither shall 
there be a cult prostitute of the sons of 
Israel. 18 You shall not bring the hire of 
a harlot, or the wages of a dog, f into the 

* Or sodomite 

23.18: Ex 22.26; Lev 25.35-37. 23.21-23: Num 30.2-1 
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house of the Lord your God in payment 
for any vow; for both of these arc an 
abomination to the Lord your God. 

19 “You shall not lend upon interest 
to your brother, interest on money, 
interest on victuals, interest on any¬ 
thing that is lent for interest. 20 To a 
foreigner you may lend upon interest, 
but to your brother you shall not lend 
upon mterest; that the Lord vour God 
may bless you in all that you undertake 
in the land which you are entering to 
take possession of it. 

21 “When you make a vow to the 
Lord your God, you shall not be slack 
to pay it; for the Lord your God will 
surely require it of you, and it would 
be sin in you. 22 But if you refrain from 
vowing, ii shall be no sin in you. 25 You 
shall be careful to perform what has 
passed your lips, for you have volun¬ 
tarily vowed to the Lord your God 
what you have promised with your 
mouth. 

24 “When you go into your neigh¬ 
bour’s vineyard, you may eat your fill of 
grapes, as many as you wish, but you 
shall not put any in your vessel. 25 When 
you go into your neighbour’s standing 
grain, you may pluck the ears with your 
hand, but you shall not put a sickle to 
your neighbour’s standing grain. 

“When a man takes a wife and 
marries her, if then she finds no 
favour in his eyes because he has found 
some indecency in her, and he writes 
her a bill of divorce and puts it in her 
hand and sends her out of his house, 
and she departs out of his house, 2 and 
if she goes and becomes another man’s 
wife, 3 and the latter husband dislikes 
her and writes her a bill of divorce and 
puts it in her hand and sends her out of 
liis house, or if the latter husband dies, 
who took her to be his wife, 4 then her 
former husband, who sent her away, 
may not take her again to be his wife, 
after she has been defiled; for that is an 
abomination before the Lord, and you 
shall not bring guilt upon the land 
which the Lord your God gives you 
for an inheritance. 

5 “When a man is newly married, he 
shall not go out with the army or be 
charged with any business; he shall be 
free at home one year, to be happy with 
his wife whom he has taken. 

>. 24.1: Mt 5.31; 19.7; Mk 10.4. 
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6 “No man shall take a mill or an trees, you shall not go over the boughs 

upper millstone in pledge; for he would again; it shall be for the sojourner, the 
be taking a life in pledge. fatherless, and the widow. 21 When you 

7 “if a man is found stealing one of gather the grapes of your vineyard, you 
his brethren, the people of .Israel, and shall not glean it afterward; it shall be 
if he treats him as a slave or sells him, for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the 
then that thief shall die; so you shall widow. 22 You shall remember that you 
purge the evil from the midst of you. were a slave in the land of Egypt; there- 

8 “Take heed, in an attack of leprosy, fore I command you to do this. 

to be very careful to do according to all “If there is a dispute between 

that the Levitical priests shall direct men, and they come into court, 

you; as I commanded them, so you shall and the judges decide between them, 
be careful to do. 9 Remember what the acquitting the innocent and condemn- 
Lord your God did to Miriam on the ing the guilty, 2 then if the guilry man 
way as you came forth out of Egypt. deserves to be beaten, the judge shall 

10 “When you make your neighbour a cause him to lie down and be beaten in 
loan of any sort, you shall not go into his his presence with a number of stripes in 
house to fetch Inis pledge. 11 You shall proportion to his offence. 3 Forty stripes 
stand outside, and the man to whom may be given him, but not more; lest, if 
you make the loan shall bring the pledge one should go on to beat him with more 
out to you. 12 And if he is a poor man, stripes than these, your brother be de- 
you shall not sleep in his pledge; graded in your sight. 
i3 when the sun goes down, you shall 4 “You shall not muzzle an ox when 
restore to him the pledge that he may it treads out the grain, 
sleep in his cloak and bless you; and it 5 “If brothers dwell together, and one 
shall be righteousness to you before the of them dies and has no son, the wife of 
Lord your God. the dead shall not be married outside 

14 “You shall not oppress a hired the family to a stranger; her husband’s 
servant who is poor and needy, whether brother shall go in to her, and rake her 
he is one of your brethren or one of the as his wife, and perform the duty of a 
sojourners who arc in your land within husband’s brother to her. 6 And the first 
your towns; 15 you shall give him his son whom she bears shall succeed to the 
hire on the day he earns it, before the name of his brother who is dead, that 
sun goes down (for he is poor, and sets his name may not be blotted out of 
his heart upon it); lest he cry against Israel. 7 And if the man does not wish to 
you to the Lord, and it be sin in you. take his brother’s wife, then his brother’s 

16 “The fathers shall not be put to wife shall go up to the gate to the elders, 

death for the children, nor shall the and say, ‘My husband’s brother refuses 
children be put to death for the fathers; to perpetuate his brother’s naxne in 
every man shall be put to death for his Israel; he will not perform the duty of a 
own sin. husband’s brother to me.’ 8 Then the 

17 “You shall not pervert the justice elders of his city shall call him, and 
due to the sojourner or to the father- speak to him: and if he persists, saying, 
less, or take a widow’s garment in ‘1 do not wish to take her,’ 9 then his 
pledge; 18 but you shall remember that brother’s wife shall go up to him in the 
you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord presence of the elders, and pull his 
your God redeemed you from there; sandal off his foot, and spit in his face; 
therefore I command you to do this. and she shall answer and say, ‘So shall 

19 “When you reap your harvest in it be done to the man who does not 
your field, and have forgotten a sheaf in build up his brother’s house.’ 10 And the 
the field, you shall not go back to get it; name of his house" shall be called in 
it shall be for the sojourner, the father- Israel, The house of him that had his 
less, and the widow; that the Lord your sandal pulled off. 

God may bless you in all the work of 11 “When men fight with one an- 
your hands. 20 When you beat your olive other, and the wife of the one draws 


24.6, 10-13: Ex 22.26-27. 24.7: Ex 21.16; 1 Cor 5.13. 24.8-9: Lev 13-14. 24.14-15: I.ev 19.13; Jas 5.4. 

24.17-18: Ex 22.21-24; 23.9; Lev 19.33-34. 24.19-22: Lev 19.9-10; 23.22. 25.4: 1 Cor 9.9; 1 Tim 5.18. 
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near to rescue her husband from the 
hand of him who is beating him, and 
puts out her hand and seizes him by the 
private parts, 12 then you shall cut off 
her hand; your eye shall have no pity. 

13 “You shall not have in your bag 
two kinds of weights, a large and a 
small. 14 You shall not have in your 
house two kinds of measures, a large 
and a small. i5 A full and just weight you 
shall have, a full and just measure you 
shall have; that your days may be pro¬ 
longed in the land which the Lord your 
God gives you. 16 For all who do such 
things, all who act dishonestly, are an 
abomination to the Lord your God. 

17 “Remember what Am'alek did to 
you on the way as you came out of 
Egypt, 18 how he attacked you on die 
way, when you were faint and weary, 
and cut off at your rear ail who lagged 
behind you; and he did not fear God. 

19 Therefore when the Lord your God 
has given you rest from all your enemies 
round about, in the land which the 
Lord your God gives you for an in¬ 
heritance to possess, you shall blot out 
die remembrance of Am'alek from un¬ 
der heaven; you shall not forget. 

“When you come into the land 
which the Lord your God gives 
you for an inheritance, and have taken 
possession of it, and live in it, 2 you shall 
take some of the first of all the fruit of 
die ground, which you harvest from 
your land that the Lord your God gives 
you, and you shall put it in a basket, and 
you shall go to the place which the Lord 
your God will choose, to make his name 
to dwell there. 3 And you shaLl go to the 
priest who is in office at that time, and 
say to hint, ‘I declare this day to the 
Lord your God diat I have come into 
the land which the Lord swore to our 
fathers to give us.’ 4 Then the priest 
shall take the basket from your hand, 
and set it down before the altar of the 
Lord your God. 

5 “And you shall make response be¬ 
fore the Lord your God, ‘A wandering 
Aramean was my father; and he went 
down into Egypt and sojourned there, 
few in number ; and there he became a 
nation, great, mighty, and populous. 
6 And the Egyptians treated us harshly, 
and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard 
bondage. 7 Then we cried to the Lord 
the God of our fathers, and the Lord 

25.13-16: Lev 19.35-36. 25.17-19: Ex 17.14; 1 Sam 15. 


Offering the first fruits 
heard our voice, and saw our affliction, 
our toil, and our oppression; 8 and the 
Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 
with great terror, with signs and won¬ 
ders ; 9 and he brought us into this 
place and gave us this land, a land flow¬ 
ing with milk and honey. *®And behold, 
now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground, which thou, O Lord, hast given 
me.’ And you shall set it down before 
the Lord your God, and worship before 
the Lord your God; 11 and you shall re¬ 
joice in all the good which the Lord 
your God has given to you and to your 
house, you, and the Levite, and the 
sojourner who is among you. 

12 “When you have finished paying 
all the tithe of your produce in the third 
year, which is the year of tithing, giving 
it to the Levite, the sojourner, the fa¬ 
therless, and the widow, that they may 
cat within your towns and be filled, 

13 then you shall say before the Lord 
your God, f I have removed the sacred 
portion out of my house, and moreover 
I have given it to the Levite, the so¬ 
journer, the fatherless, and the widow, 
according to all thy commandment 
which thou hast commanded me; I have 
not transgressed any of thy command¬ 
ments, neither have I forgotten them; 

14 I have not eaten of the tithe while 1 
was mourning, or removed any of it 
while I was unclean, or offered any of it 
to the dead; 1 have obeyed the voice of 
the Lord my God, I have done accord¬ 
ing to all that thou hast commanded 
me. 15 Look down from thy holy 
habitation, from heaven, and bless thy 
people Israel and the ground which 
thou hast given us, as thou didst swear 
to our fathers, a land flowing with milk 
and honey.’ 

16 “This day the Lord your God 
commands you to do these statutes and 
ordinances; you shall therefore be care¬ 
ful to do them with all your heart and 
with all your soul. 17 You have declared 
this day concerning the Lord that he is 
your God, and that you will walk in his 
ways, and keep his statutes and his com¬ 
mandments and his ordinances, and will 
obey his voice; 18 and the Lord has 
declared this day concerning you that 
you are a people for his own possession, 
as he has promised you, and that you are 
to keep all his commandments, 19 that 

26.1-11: Ex 22.29; 23.19; 34.26; Num 18.12-13. 
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he will set you high above all nations 15 “ ‘Cursed be the man who makes a 
that he has made, in praise and in fame graven or molten image, an abomination 
and in honour, and that you shall be a to the Lord, a thing made by the hands 
people holy to the Lord your God, as of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’ 
he has spoken.” And all the people shall answer and say. 

Now Moses and the elders of ‘Amen.’ 

Israel commanded the people, 16 “‘Cursed be he who dishonours 
saying, “Keep all the commandment his father or his mother.’ And all the 
which I command you this day. 2 And people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
on the day you pass over the Jordan to 17 “ ‘Cursed be he who removes his 
the land which the Lord your God neighbour’s landmark.* And all the pco- 
gives you, you shall set up large stones, pie shall say, ‘Amen.* 
and plaster them with plaster; 3 and you 18 “‘Cursed he he who misleads a 
shall write upon them all the words of blind man on the road.’ And all the 
this law, when you pass over to enter the people shall say, ‘Amen.* 
land which the Lord your God gives 19 “ ‘Cursed be he who perverts the 
you, a land flowing with milk and iusticc due to the sojourner, the father- 
honey, as the Lord, the God of vour less, and the widow.* And all the people 
fathers, has promised you. 4 And when shall say, ‘.Amen.* 
vou have passed over the Jordan, you 20 “ ‘Cursed be he who lies with his 
shall set up these stones, concerning father’s wife, because he has uncovered 
which I command you this day, on her who is his father’s.* w ' And all the 
Mount Ebal, and you shall plaster them people shall say, ‘Amen.* 
with plaster. •‘'And there you shall build 21 “ ‘Cursed be he who lies with any 
an altar to the Lord your God, an altar kind of beast.’ And all the people shall 
of stones; you shall lift up no iron tool say, ‘Amen.’ 

upon them. 6 You shall build an altar to 22 “ ‘Cursed be he who lies with his 
the Lord your God of unhewn v stones; sister, whether the daughter of his 
and you shall offer burnt offerings on it father or the daughter of his mother.* 
to the Lord your God; 7 and you shall And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
sacrifice peace offerings, and shall eat 23 “ ‘Cursed be he who lies with his 
there; and you shall rejoice before the mother-in-law.’ And all the people 
Lord your God. 8 And you shall write shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
upon the stones all the words of this law 24 “ ‘Cursed be he who slays his 
very plainly.” neighbour in secret.’And all the people 

9 And Moses and the Levitical priests shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
said to all Israel, “Keep silence and 25 “ ‘Cursed be he who takes a bribe 
hear, O Israel: this day you have be- to slay an innocent person.’ And all the 
come the people of the Lord your God. people shall say, ‘Amen.* 

10 You shall therefore obey the voice of 26 “ ‘Cursed be he who does not con- 
the Lord your God, keeping his com- firm the words of this law by doing 
mandments and his statutes, which I them.’ And all the people shall say, 
command you this day.” ‘Amen.’ 

11 And Moses charged the people the lO “And if you obey the voice of 
same day, saying, 12 “When you have the Lord your God, being careful 

passed over the Jordan, these shall stand to do all his commandments which I 
upon Mount Gerlvim to bless the command you this day, the Lord your 
people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is'sachar, God will set you high above all the na- 
joseph, and Benjamin. 13 And these shall tions of the earth. -And all these bless- 
stand upon Mount Ebal for the curse: ings shall come upon you and overtake 
Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zeb'ulun, Dan, you, if you obey the voice of the Lord 
and Naph'tali. 14 And the Levites shall your God. 3 Blessed shall you be in the 
declare to all the men of Israel with a city, and blessed shall you be in the 
loud voice : field. 4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your 

r Heb whole w Heb unentered his father's skirt 

27.15: Ex 20.4, 23; 34.17; Lev 19.4; 26.1; Dcut 4.16, 23, 25; 5.8; 7.25. 
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bodv, and the fruit of your ground, and 
the fruit of your beasts, the increase of 
your cattle, and the young of your 
flock. 5 Blessed shall be your basket 
and your kneading-trough. 6 Blessed 
shall you be when you come in, and 
blessed shall you be when you go 
out. 

7 “The Lord will cause your enemies 
who rise against you to be defeated be¬ 
fore you; they shall come out against 
you one way, and flee before you seven 
ways. 8 The Lord will command the 
blessing upon you in your bams, and 
in all that you undertake; and he will 
bless you in the land which the Lord 
your God gives you. 9 The Lord will 
establish you as a people holy to himself, 
as he has sworn to you, if you keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God, 
and walk in his ways. l0 And all the 
peoples of the earth shall see that you 
are called by the name of the Lord; and 
they shall be afraid of you. 11 And the 
Lord will make you abound in pros¬ 
perity, in the fruit of your body, and in 
the fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit 
of your ground, within the land which 
the Lord swore to your fathers to give 
you. 12 The Lord will open to you his 
good treasury the heavens, to give the 
rain of your land in its season and to 
bless all the work of your hands; and 
you shall lend to many nations, but you 
shall not borrow. i3 And the Lord will 
make you the head, and not the tail; and 
you shall tend upward only, and not 
downward; if you obey the command¬ 
ments of the Lord your God, which I 
command you this day, being careful 
to do them, 14 and if you do not turn 
aside from any of the words w hich I 
command you this day, to the right 
hand or to the left, to go after other gods 
to serve them. 

15 “But if you will not obey the voice 
of the Lord your God or be careful to 
do all his commandments and his 
statutes which I command you this day, 
then all these curses shall come upon 
you and overtake you. 16 Cursed shall 
you be in the city, and cursed shall you 
be in the field. 17 Cursed shall be 
your basket and your kneading-trough. 
18 Cursed shall be the fruit of your 
jx>dy, and the fruit of your ground, the 
increase of your cattle, and the young of 
your flock. 19 Cursed shall you be when 

* Another reading is sword 


you come in, and cursed shall you be 
when you go out. 

20 “The Lord will send upon you 
curses, confusion, and frustration, in all 
that you undertake to do, until you are 
destroyed and perish quickly, on ac¬ 
count of the evil of your doings, because 
you have forsaken me. 21 The Lord will 
make the pestilence cleave to you until 
he has consumed you off the land which 
>ou are entering to take possession of it. 
22 The Lord will smite you with con¬ 
sumption, and with fever, inflammation, 
and fiery heat, and with drought/ and 
with blasting, and with mildew; they 
shall pursue you until you perish. 23 And 
the heavens over your head shall be 
brass, and the earth under you shall be 
iron. 24 The Lord will make the rain of 
your land powder and dust; from 
heaven it shall come down upon you 
unt'l you are destroyed. 

25 “The Lord will cause you to be 
defeated before your enemies; you shall 
go out one way against them, and flee 
seven ways before them; and you shall 
be a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth. 26 And your dead body shall be 
food for all birds of the air, and for the 
beasts of the earth; and there shall be 
no one to frighten them away. 27 The 
Lord will smite you with the boils of 
Egypt, and with the ulcers and the 
scurvy and the itch, of which you can¬ 
not be healed. 28 The Lord will smite 
you with madness and blindness and 
confusion of mind; 29 and you shall 
grope at noonday, as the blind grope in 
darkness, and you shall not prosper in 
your ways; and you shall be only op¬ 
pressed and robbed continually, and 
there shall be no one to help you. 30 You 
shall betroth a wife, and another man 
shall lie with her: you shall build a 
house, and you shall not dwell in it; you 
shall plant a vineyard, and you shall not 
use the fruit of it. 31 Your ox shall be 
slain before your eyes, and you shall not 
eat of it; your ass shall be violently taken 
away before your face, and shall not be 
restored to you; your sheep shall be 
given to your enemies, and there shall 
be no.one to help you. 32 Your sons and 
your daughters shall be given to another 
people, while your eyes look on and fail 
with longing for than all the day; and 
it shall not be in the power of your hand 
to prevent it. 33 A nation which you have 
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not known shall eat up the fruit of your 
ground and of all your labours; and you 
shall be only oppressed and crushed 
continually; 34 so that you shall be 
driven mad by the sight which your eyes 
shall see. 35 The Lord will smite you on 
the knees and on the legs with grievous 
boils of which you cannot be healed, 
from the sole of your foot to the crown 
of your head. 

36 “The Lord will bring you, and 
your king whom you set over you, to a 
nation that neither you nor your fa¬ 
thers have known; and there you shall 
serve other gods, of wood and stone. 
37 And you shall become a horror, a 
proverb, and a byword, among alt the 
peoples where the Lord will lead you 
away. 38 You shall carry much seed into 
the field, and shall gather little in; for 
the locust shall consume it. 39 You shall 
plant vineyards and dress them, but you 
shall neither drink of the wine nor 
gather the grapes; for the worm shall 
eat them. 4(3 You shall have olive treer 
throughout all your territory, but you 
shall not anoint yourself with the oil; 
for your olives shall drop off. 41 You 
shall beget sons and daughters, but they 
shall not be yours; for they shall go into 
captivity. 42 All your trees and the fruit 
of your ground the locust shall possess. 
43 The sojourner who is among you shall 
mount above you higher and higher ; 
and you shall come down lower and 
lower. 44 He shall lend to you, and you 
shall not lend to him; he shall be the 
head, and you shall be the tail. 45 All 
these curses shall come upon you and 
pursue you and overtake you, till you 
arc destroyed, because you did not obey 
the voice of the Lord your God, to keep 
his commandments and his statutes 
which he commanded you. 46 They shall 
be upon you as a sign and a wonder, and 
upon your descendants for ever. 

47 “Because you did not serve the 
Lord your God with joyfulness and 
gladness of heart, by reason of the 
abundance of all things, 48 therefore you 
shall serve your enemies whom the 
Lord will send against you, in hunger 
and thirst, in nakedness, and in want of 
all things; and he will put a yoke of iron 
upon your neck, until he has destroyed 
you. 49 The Lord will bring a nation 
against you from afar, from the end of 
the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a 

2«.4S)t 1 Cor 14.21. 


nation whose language you do not un¬ 
derstand, 50 a nation of stern counte¬ 
nance, who shall not regard the person 
of the old or show favour to the young, 

51 and shall eat the offspring of your 
cattle and the fruit of your ground, until 
you are destroyed; who also shall not 
leave you grain, wine, or oil, the increase 
of your cattle or the young of your hock, 
until they have caused you to perish. 

52 They shall besiege you in all your 
towns, until your high and fortified 
walls, in which you trusted, come down 
throughout all your land; and they shall 
besiege you in all your towns through¬ 
out all your land, which the Lord your 
God has given you. 53 And you shall eat 
the offspring of your own body, the 
flesh of your sons and daughters, whom 
the Lord your God has given you, in 
the siege and in the distress with which 
your enemies shall distress you. 54 The 
man who is the most tender and deli¬ 
cately bred among you will grudge food 
to his brother, to the wife of his bosom, 
and to the last of the children who re¬ 
main to him; 55 so that he will not give 
to any of them any of the flesh of his 
children whom he is eating, because he 
has nothing left him, in the siege and in 
the distress with which your enemy 
shall distress you in all your towns. 
56 The most tender and delicately bred 
woman among you, who would not ven¬ 
ture to set the sole of her foot upon the 
ground because she is so delicate and 
tender, will grudge to the husband of 
her bosom, to her son and to her daugh¬ 
ter, 57 her afterbirth that comes out 
from between her feet and her children 
whom she bears, because she will cat 
them secretly, for want of all tilings, in 
the siege and in the distress with which 
your enemy shall distress you in your 
towns. 

58 “If you are not careful to do all the 
words of this law which are written in 
this book, that you may fear this 
glorious and awful name, the Lord 
your God, 59 then the Lord will bring 
on you and your offspring extraordinary 
afflictions, afflictions severe and lasting, 
and sicknesses grievous and lasting. 
60 And he will bring upon you again all 
the diseases of Egypt, which you were 
afraid of; and they shall cleave to you. 
61 Every sickness also, and every afflic¬ 
tion which is not recorded in the book 
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of this law, the Lord will bring upon 
you, until you are destroyed. 532 Whereas 
you were as the stars of heaven for 
multitude, you shall be left few in num¬ 
ber; because you did not obey the voice 
of the Lord your God. 63 And as the 
Lord took delight in doing you good 
and multiplying you, so the Lord will 
take delight in bringing ruin upon you 
and destroying you; and you shall be 
plucked off the land which you are 
entering to take possession of it, M And 
the Lord will scatter you among all 
peoples, from one end of the earth to 
the other; and there you shall serve 
other gods, of wood and stone, which 
neither you nor your fathers have 
known. 63 And among these nations you 
shall find no ease, and there shall be no 
rest for the sole of your foot; but the 
Lord will give you there a trembling 
heart, and failing eyes, and a languish¬ 
ing soul; 66 your life shall hang in doubt 
before you; night and day you shall be 
in dread, and have no assurance of your 
life. 67 In the morning you shall say, 
‘Would it were evening!’ and at evening 
you shall say, ‘Would it were morning!’ 
because of the dread which* your heart 
shall fear, and the sights which your 
eyes shall see. 68 And the Lord will 
bring you back in ships to Egypt, a 
journey which I promised that you 
should never make again; and there you 
shall offer yourselves for sale to your 
enemies as male and female slaves, but 
no man will buy you.” 

v These are the words of the 
covenant which the Lord com¬ 
manded Moses to make with the people 
of Israel in the land of Moab, besides 
the covenant which he had made with 
them at Horeb. 

2 Z And Moses summoned all Israel 
and said to them: “You have seen all 
that the L.ord did before your eyes in 
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all 
his servants and to all his land, 3 the 
great trials which your eyes saw, the 
signs, and those great wonders; 4 but to 
this day the Lord has not given you a 
mind to understand, or eyes to see, or 
ears to hear. 5 I have led you forty years 
in the wilderness; your clothes have not 
worn out upon you, and your sandals 
have not worn off your feet; 6 you have 
not eaten bread, and you have not 

u C.h 28.69 in Heb * Ch 29.1 in Heb 0 Or deal wisely 
29 . 4 : Rom 11.8. 29 . 18 : Acts 8.23; Heb 12.15. 


drunk wine or strong drink; that you 
may know that I am the Lord your 
God. 7 And when you came to this place, 
Sihon the king of Heshbon and Og the 
king of Bashan came out against us to 
battle, but we defeated them; 8 we took 
their land, and gave it for an inheritance 
to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
half-tribe of the Manas "sites, 9 There¬ 
fore be careful to do the words of this 
covenant, that you may prosper" in all 
that you do. 

10 “You stand this day all of you be¬ 
fore the Lord your God; the heads of 
your tribes,* your elders, and your 
officers, all the men of Israel, 11 your 
little ones, your wives, and the so¬ 
journer who is in your camp, both he 
who hews your wood and he who draws 
your water, 12 that you may enter into 
the sworn covenant of the Lord your 
God, which the Lord your God makes 
with you this day; 13 that he may estab¬ 
lish you tli is day as his people, and that 
he may be your God, as he promised 
you, and as he swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 14 Nor 
is it with you only that I make this 
sworn covenant, 15 but. with him who is 
not here w ith us this day as well as with 
him who stands here with us this day 
before the Lord our God. 

16 “You know how we dwelt in the 
land of Egypt, and how we came 
through the midst of the nations through 
which you passed; 17 and you have seen 
their detestable things, their idols of 
wood and stone, of silver and gold, 
which w r ere among them. 18 Beware lest 
there be among you a man or woman or 
family or tribe, whose heart turns away 
this day from the Lord our God to go 
and serve the gods of those nations; lest 
there be among you a root bearing 
poisonous and bitter fruit, 19 one who, 
when he hears the w ords of this sworn 
covenant, blesses himself in his heart, 
saying, ‘I shall be safe, though I walk in 
the stubbornness of my heart.’ This 
would lead to the sweeping away of 
moist and dry alike. 20 The Lord would 
not pardon him, but rather the anger of 
the Lord and his jealousy would smoke 
against that man, and the curses written 
in this book would settle upon him, and 
the Lord would blot out has name from 
under heaven. 21 And the Lord would 

* Gk Syr: Heb your heads, your tribes 
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single him out from all the tribes of Is¬ 
rael for calamity, in accordance with all 
the curses of the covenant written in this 
book of the law. 22 And the generation to 
come, your children who rise up after 
you, and the foreigner who comes from 
a far land, would say, when they see the 
afflictions of that land and the sicknesses 
with which the Lord has made it sick— 
23 the whole land brimstone and salt, 
and a burnt-out waste, uusown, and 
growing nothing, where no grass can 
sprout, an overthrow like that of Sodom 
and Gomor'rah, Admah and Zeboi'ini, 
which the Lord overthrew in his anger 
and wrath— 24 yea, all the nations would 
say, "Why has the Lord done thus to 
this land? What means the heat of this 
great anger?' 25 Then men would say, 
‘Xt is because they forsook the covenant 
of the Lord, the God of their fathers, 
which he made with them when he 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
26 and went and served other gods and 
worshipped them, gods whom they had 
not known and whom he had not 
allotted to them; 27 therefore the anger 
of the Lord was kindled against this 
land, bringing upon it all the curses 
written in this book; 28 and the Lord 
uprooted them from their land in anger 
and fury and great wrath, and cast them 
into another land, as at this day/ 

29 “The secret things belong to the 
Lord our God; but the things that are 
revealed belong to us and to our chil¬ 
dren for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law. 

2A “And when all these things 
come upon you, the blessing and 
the curse, which I have set before you; 
and you call them to mind among all the 
nations where the Lord your God has 
driven you, 2 and return to the Lord 
your God, you and your children, and 
obey his voice in all that I command you 
this day, with all your heart and with all 
your soul; 3 then the Lord your God 
will restore your fortunes, and have 
compassion upon you, and he will gath¬ 
er you again from all the peoples 
where the Lord your God has scattered 
you. 4 If your outcasts are in the utter¬ 
most parts of heaven, from there the 
Lord your God will gather you, and 
from there he will fetch you; * and the 
Lord your God will bring you into the 
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land which your fathers possessed, that 
you may possess it; and he will make 
you more prosperous and numerous 
than your fathers. 6 And the Lord your 
God will circumcise your heart and the 
heart of your offspring, so that you will 
love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, that you 
may live. 7 And the Lord your God will 
put all these curses upon your foes and 
enemies who persecuted you. 8 And you 
shall again obey the voice of the Lord, 
and keep all his commandments which I 
command you this day. 9 The Lord 
your God will make you abundantly 
prosperous in all the work of your hand, 
in the fruit of your body, and in the 
fruit of your cattle, and in the fruit of 
your ground; for the Lord will again 
take delight in prospering you, as he 
took delight in your fathers, if you 
obey the voice of the Lord your God, 
to keep his commandments and his 
statutes winch are written in this book 
of the law, if you turn to the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul. 

X1 “For this commandment which I 
command you this day is not too hard 
for you, neither is it far off. 12 It is not 
in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who 
will go up for us to heaven, and bring it 
to us, that we may hear it and do it?* 
13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you 
should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for 
us, and bring t to us, that we may hear 
it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very 
near you; it is in your mouth and in 
your heart, so that you can do it. 

15 “See, I have set before you this 
day life and good, death and evil. 16 If 
you obey the commandments of the 
Lord your God c which I command 
you this day, by loving the Lord your 
God, by walking in his ways, and by 
keeping his commandments and his 
statutes and his ordinances, then you 
shall live and multiply, and the Lord 
your God will bless you in the land 
which you are entering to take posses¬ 
sion of it. But if your heart turns 
away, and you will not hear, but are 
drawn away to worship other gods and 
serve them, 18 I declare to you this day, 
that you shall perish; you shall not live 
long in the land which you are going 
over the Jordan to enter and possess 


f Gk: Heb lacks If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God 
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19 1 call heaven and earth to witness 
against you this day, that I have set 
before you life and death, blessing and 
curse; therefore choose life, that you 
and your descendants may live , 20 loving 
the Lord your God, obeying his voice, 
and cleaving to him; for that means life 
to you and length of days, that you may 
dwell in the land which the Lord swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob, to give them.” 

(li So Moses continued to speak 
3 JL these words to all Israel. 2 And he 
said to them, “I am a hundred and 
twenty years old this day; I am no 
longer able to go out and come in. The 
Lord has said to me, ‘You shall not go 
over this Jordan.’ 3 The Lord your God 
himself will go over before you; he will 
destroy these nations before you, so that 
you shall dispossess them; and Joshua 
will go over at your head, as the Lord 
has spoken. 4 And the Lord will do to 
them as he did to Sihon and Og, the 
kings of the Amorims, and to their land, 
when ho destroyed them. •‘’And the 
Lord will give them over to you, and 
you shall do to them according to all the 
commandment which I have com¬ 
manded you. 6 Be strong and of good 
courage, do not fear or be in dread of 
them: for it is the Lord your God who 
goes with you; he will not fail you or 
forsake you.” 

7 Then Moses summoned Joshua, 
and said to him in the sight of all 
Israel, “Be strong and of good courage; 
for you shall go with this people into the 
land which the Lord has sworn to their 
fathers to give them; and you shall put 
them in possession of it. 8 It is the Lord 
who goes before you; he will be with 
you, he will not fail you or forsake you; 
do not fear or be dismayed.” 

9 And Moses wrote this law, and gave 
it to the priests the sons of Levi, who 
carried the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, and to all the elders of Israel. 
I0 And Moses commanded them, “At 
the end of every seven years, at the set 
time of the year of release, at the feast of 
booths, 11 when all Israel comes to ap¬ 
pear before the Lord your God at the 
place which he will choose, you shall 
read this law before all Israel in their 
hearing. 12 Assemble the people, men, 
women, and little ones, and the so¬ 
journer within your towns, that they 
31 . 9 , 8: Heb 13.5. 


may hear and learn to fear the Lord 
your God, and be careful to do all the 
words of this law, 13 and that their chil¬ 
dren, who have not known it, may hear 
and learn to fear the Lord your God, as 
long as you live in the land which you 
are going over the Jordan to possess.” 

14 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Behold, the days approach when you 
must die; call Joshua, and present your¬ 
selves in the tent of meeting, that I may 
commission him.” And Moses and 
Joshua went and presented themselves 
in the tent of meeting. ,5 And the Lord 
appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud; 
and the pillar of cloud stood by the door 
of the tent. 

16 And the Lord said to Moses, 
“Behold, you are about to sleep with 
your fathers; then this people will rise 
and play the harlot after the strange 
gods of the land, where they go to be 
among them, and they will forsake me 
and break my covenant which I have 
made with them. 17 Then my anger will 
be kindled against them in that day, and 
I will forsake them and hide my lace 
from them, and they will be devoured; 
and many evils and troubles will come 
upon them, so that they will say in that 
day, ‘Have not these evils come upon us 
because our God is not among us?* 
18 And I will surely hide my face in that 
day on account of all the evil which they 
have done, because they have turned to 
other gods. 19 Now therefore write this 
song, and teach it to the people of 
Israel; put it in their mouths, that this 
song may be a witness for me against the 
people of Israel. 20 For when I have 
brought them into the land flowing with 
milk and honey, which I swore to give 
to their fathers, and they have eaten and 
are full and grown fat, they will turn to 
other gods and serve them, and despise 
me and break my covenant. 21 And when 
many evils and troubles have come upon 
them, this song shall confront them as 
a witness (for it will live unforgotten in 
the mouths of their descendants); for I 
know the purposes which they are al¬ 
ready forming, before I have brought 
them into the land that I swore to give.” 
22 So Moses wrote this song the same 
day, and taught it to the people of Israel. 

23 And the Lord commissioned 
Joshua the son of Nun and said, “Be 
strong and of good courage; for you 
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shall bring the children of Israel into 
the land which I swore to give them: 

I will be with you.” 

24 When Moses had finished writing 
the words of this law in a book, to the 
very end, 25 Moses commanded the 
Levites who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, 26 “Take this 
book of the law, and put it by the side 
of the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
your God, that it may be there for a 
witness against you. 27 For I know how 
rebellious and stubborn you arc; be¬ 
hold, while I am yet. alive with you, to¬ 
day you have been rebellious against the 
Lord; how much more after my death! 

Assemble to me all the elders of your 
tribes, and your officers, that I may 
speak these words in their ears and call 
heaven and earth to witness against 
them. For I know that after my death 
you will surely act corruptly, and turn 
aside from the way which I have com¬ 
manded you; and in the days to come 
evil will befall you, because you will do 
what is evil in the sight of the Lord, 
provoking him to anger through die 
work of your hands.” 

30 Then Moses spoke the words of 
this song until they were finished, in 
the ears of ail the assembly of Israel: 

“Give ecu-, O heavens, and I 
will speak; 

and let the earth hear the words 
of my mouth. 

2 May my teaching drop as the rain, 

my speech distil as the dew, 
as die gentle rain upon the tender 
grass, 

and as the showers upon the herb. 

3 For I will proclaim the. name of the 

Lord. 

Ascribe greatness to our God I 


4 “The Rock, his work is perfect; 
for all his ways are justice. 

A God of faithfulness and without 
iniquity, 

just and right is he. 

3 They have dealt corruptly with 
him, 

they are no longer his children 
because of their blemish; 
they are a perverse and crooked 
generation. 

6 Do you thus requite the Lord, 

you foolish and senseless people? 

Compare Gk: Heb Israel 

32.5: Phil 2.15. 


Is not he your father, who created 
you, 

who made you and established 
yon? 

7 Remember the days of old, 

consider the years of many genera¬ 
tions; 

ask your father, and he will show 
you; 

your elders, and they will tell you. 

8 When the Most High gave to the 

nations their inheritance, 
when he separated the sons of men, 
he fixed the bounds of the peoples 
according to the number of the 
sons of Gog.'* 

9 For the Lord’s portion is his people, 

Jacob his allotted heritage. 

10 “He found him in a desert land, 

and in the howling waste of the 
wilderness; 

he encircled him, he cared for him, 
he kept him as the apple of his eye. 

11 Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 

that flutters over its young, 
spreading out its wings, catching 
them, 

bearing them on its pinions, 

12 the Lord alone did lead him, 

and there was no foreign god with 
him. 

13 He made him ride on the high places 

of the earth, 

and he ate the produce of the held; 
and he made him suck honey out of 
the rock, 

and oil out of the flinty rock. 

14 Curds from the herd, and milk from 

the flock, 

with fat of lambs and rams, 
herds of Bashan and goats, 
with the finest of the wheat— 

and of the blood of the grape you 
drank wine. 

15 “But Jesh'urun waxed fat, and 

kicked; 

you waxed fat, you grew thick, 
you became sleek; 

then he forsook God who made him, 
and scoffed at the Rock of his sal¬ 
vation. 

16 They stirred him to jealousy with 

strange gods; 

with abominable practices they 
provoked him to anger. 
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17 They sacrificed to demons which 
were no gods, 

to gods they had never known, 
to new gods that had come in of late, 
whom your fathers had never 
dreaded. 

You were unmindful of the Rock 
that begot'* you, 

and you forgot the God who gave 
you birth. 

19 “The Lord saw it, and spumed 

them, 

because of the provocation of his 
sons and his daughters. 

20 And he said, ‘1 will hide my face 

from them, 

I will see what their end will be, 
for they are a perverse generation, 
children in whom is no faithful¬ 
ness. 

21 They have stirred me to jealousy 

with what is no god; 
they have provoked me with their 
idols. 

So 1 will stir them to jealousy with 
those who are no people; 

I will provoke them with a foolish 
nation. 

22 For a fire is kindled by my anger, 

and v burns to the depths of Sheol, 
devours the earth and its increase, 
and sets on lire the foundations of 
the mountains. 

23 “ ‘And I will heap evils upon them; 

I will spend my arrows upon 
them; 

24 they shall be wasted with hunger, 

and devoured with burning heat 
and poisonous pestilence; 
and I will send the teeth of beasts 
against them, 

with venom of crawling tilings of 
the dust. 

25 In the open the sword shall bereave, 

and in the chambers shall be terror, 
destroying both young man and vir¬ 
gin, 

the sucking child with the man of 
grey hairs. 

261 would have said, “I will scatter 
them afar. 

I will make the remembrance of 
them cease from among men,” 

27 had I not feared provocation by the 
enemy, 

0 Or bore 

32.17* 1 Cor 10.20. 32.21: Rom 10.19; 11.11; 1 Cor 


lest their adversaries should judge 
amiss, 

lest they should say, “Our hand is 
triumphant, 

die Lord has not wrought all 
this.” * 

28 “For they are a nation void of coun¬ 

sel, 

and there is no understanding in 
them. 

29 If they were wise, they would under¬ 

stand this, 

they would discern their latter 
end! 

30 How should one chase a thousand, 

and two put ten thousand to flight, 
unless their Rock had sold them, 
and the Lord had given them up? 

31 For their rock is not as our Rock, 

even our enemies themselves being 
judges. 

32 For their vine comes from the vine 

of Sodom, 

and from the fields of Gomorrah; 
their grapes are grapes of poison, 
their clusters are bitter; 

33 their wine is the poison of serpents, 

and the cruel venom of asps. 

34 “Is not this laid up in store with me, 

sealed up in my treasuries? 

35 Vengeance is mine, and recompense, 

for the time when their foot shall 
slip; 

for the day of their calamity is at 
hand, 

and their doom comes swiftly. 

36 For the Lord will vindicate his people 

and have compassion on his serv¬ 
ants, 

when he sees that their power is gone, 
and there is none remaining, bond 
or free. 

37 Then he will say, ‘Where are their 

gods, 

the rock in which they took 
refuge, 

38 who ate the fat of their sacrifices, 

and drank the wine of their drink 
offering? 

Let them rise up and help you, 
let them be your protection! 

39 “ ‘See now that I, even I, am he, 

and there is no god beside me; 

I kill and I make alive; 

.22. 32.35: Rom 12.19; Hcb 10.30. 
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Moses 9 blessing for Israel 
I wound and ,1 heal; 
and there is none that can deliver 
out of my hand. 

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven, 

and swear. As I live for ever, 

41 if I whet my glittering sword/ 

and my hand takes hold on judg¬ 
ment, 

1 will take vengeance on my adver¬ 
saries, 

and will requite those who hate me. 

42 I will make my arrow's drunk with 

blood, 

and my sword shall devour flesh— 
with the blood of the slain and the 
captives, 

from the long-haired heads of the 
enemy, 5 

43 “Praise his people, O you nations; 

for he avenges the blood of his 
servants, 

and takes vengeance on his adversaries, 
and makes expiation for the land 
of his people. 5 V 

44. Moses came and recited all the 
words of th is song in the hearing of the 
people, he and Joshua* the son of Nun. 
45 And when Moses had finished speak¬ 
ing all these words to all Israel, 4c> he 
said tv> them, “Lay to heart all the 
words which I enjoin upon you this 
day, that you may command them to 
your children, that they may be careful 
to do all the words of this law. 47 For 
it is no triile for you, but it is your life, 
and thereby you shall live long in the 
land which you are going over the 
Jordan to possess. 55 

48 And the Lord said to Moses that 
very day, 49 “Ascend this mountain of 
the Ab'arim, Mount Nebo, which is in 
the land of Moab, opposite Jericho; and 
view the land of Canaan, which I give 
to the people of Israel for a possession; 

50 and die on the mountain which you 
ascend, and be gathered to your people, 
as Aaron your brother died in Mount 
Hor and was gathered to his people; 

51 because you broke faith with me in 
the midst of the people of Israel at the 
waters of Meribath-ka'desh, in the 
wilderness of Zin; because you did not 
revere me as holy in the midst of the 
people of Israel. 52 For you shall see the 


land before you; but you shall not go 
there, into the land which I give to the 
people of Israel.” 

*3'2 This is the blessing with which 
Moses the man of God blessed 
the children of Israel before his death. 
2 He said, 

“The Lord came from Sinai, 
and dawned from Se'ir upon us/ 
he shone forth, from Mount Paran, 
he came from the ten thousands oi 
holy ones, 

with flaming fire* at his right hand. 

3 Yea, he loved his people;/' 

all those consecrated to him were 
in his* hand; 

so they followed* in thy steps, 
receiving direction from thee, 

4 when Moses commanded us a law, 

as a possession for the assembly of 
Jacob. 

5 Thus the Lord became king in 

Jesh'urun, 

when the heads of the people were 
gathered, 

all the tribes of Israel together. 

6 “Let Reuben live, and not die, 

nor let his men be few. 55 

7 And this be said of Judah: 

“Hear, O Lord, the voice of Judah, 

and bring him in to his people. 
With thy hands contend* for him, 
and be a help against his adver¬ 
saries. 55 

8 And of Levi he said, 

“Give to Levi™ thy Thummim, 
and thy LTrim to thy godly one, 
whom thou didst test at Massah, 
with whom thou didst strive at 
the waters of Mer'ibah; 

9 who said of his father and mother, 

‘I regard them not’; 
he disowned his brothers, 
and ignored his children. 

For they observed thy word, 
and kept thy covenant. 

10 They shall teach Jacob thy ordi¬ 
nances, 

and Israel thy law; 
they shall put incense before thee, 
and whole burnt offering upon thy 
altar. 


I °[ K ° Gk V g: Hcb hts Ian(i Ms people * Gk Syr Ve: Hcb Hoi 
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32.43: Rom 15.10; Hcb 1.6 (Septuagim); Rev 6.10; 19.2. 
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11 Bless, O Lord, his substance, 

and accept the work of his hands; 
crush the loins of his adversaries, 
of those ihrl hate him, that they 
rise not again.” 

12 Of Beniamin he said, 

“7'he beloved of the Lord, 

he dwells in safety by him; 
he encompasses him all the day long, 
and makes his dwelling between 
his shoulders.'* 

i-^And of Joseph he said, 

“Bies^ed by the Lord be his land, 
wirh the choicest, gifts of heaven 
alxn e," 

and of the deep that couches be¬ 
neath, 

14 with the choicest fruits of rue sun, 

and the rub yield of the months, 

15 with Lite finest produce of the ancient 

mountains, 

and the abundance of the ever¬ 
lasting hills, 

16 with the best, gifts of the earth and its 

fullness, 

and the favour of him that dwelt in 
the bush. 

Let these come upon the head of 
Joseph, 

and upon the crown of the head of 
him that is prince among his 
brothers. 

* 7 His firstling bull has majesty, 

and his horns aie the horns of a 
wild ox; 

with them he shall push the peoples, 
all of them, to the ends of the earth; 
such arc the ten thousands of 
L'phraim, 

and such are the thousands of 
Manas'seh.” 

* 8 And of Zeb'ulun he said, 

‘"Rejoice, Zeb'ulun, in your going 
out; 

and Is'sachar, in your tents. 

19 They shall call peoples to their 

mountain; 

there they offer right sacrifices; 
for they suck the affluence of the 
seas 

and the hidden treasures of the 
sand.” 

20 And of Gad he said, 

“Blessed be he who enlarges Gad I 

a Two Hob Mss and Tg: Hcb with the dew 


Gad couches like a lion, 
he tears the arm, and the crown of 
the head. 

2J lie chose the best of the land for 
himself, 

for there a commander’s portion 
was reserved; 

and he came to the heads of the 
people, 

with Israel he executed the com¬ 
mands 

and just decrees of the Lord.” 

22 And of Dan he said, 

“Dan is a lion's whelp, 

that leaps forth from Basham** 

2i And of Naphiali he said, 

“O Naphiali, satisfied with favour, 
and full of the blessing of the 
Lord, 

possess the lake and the south.” 

24 And of Asher he said, 

“Blessed above sons be Asher; 

Icr him be the favourite of his 
brothers, 

and let him dip his foot in oil. 

25 Your bars shall be iron and bronze; 

and as your days, so shall your 
strength be. 

26 “There is none like God, O Jesh'- 

urun, 

who rides through the heavens to 
your help, 

and in his majesty through the 
skies. 

27 The eternal God is your dwelling 

place, 

and underneath are the everlasting 
arms. 

And he thrust out the enemy before 
you, 

and said. Destroy. 

28 So Israel dwelt in safety, 

the fountain of Jacob alone, 
in a land of grain and wine; 

yea, his heavens drop down dew. 

2Q Happy are you, O Israel 1 Who is 
like you, 

a people saved by the Lord, 
the shield of your help, 

and the sword of your triumph! 
Your enemies shall come fawning to 
you; 

and you shall tread upon their high 
places,” 



Death of Moses 

And Moses went tip from the 
plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, 
to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite 
Jericho. And the Lord showed him all 
the land, Gilead as far as Dan, 2 all 
Naph'tali, the land of E'phraim and 
Manas'seh, all the land of Judah as far 
as the Western Sea, 3 the Negeb, and 
the Plain, that is, the valley of Jericho 
the city of pakn trees, as far as Zo'ar. 
4 And the Lord said to him, “This is the 
land of which I swore to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, T will give it to your 
descendants.* i have let you see it with 
your eyes, but you shall not go over 
there.** 5 So Moses the servant of the 
Lord died there in the land of Moab, 
according to the word of the Lord, 
6 and he buried him in the valley in the 
land of Moab opposite Beth-pe'or; but 
no man knows the place of his burial to 
this day. 7 Moses was a hundred and 


JOSHUA 

twenty years old when he died; his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural force 
abated. 8 And the people of Israel wept 
for Moses in the plains of Moab 
thirty days; then tire days of weep¬ 
ing and mourning for Moses were 
ended. 

9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full 
of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had 
laid his hands upon him; so the people 
of Israel obeyed him, and did as the 
Lord had commanded Moses. 10 And 
there has not arisen a prophet since in 
Israel like Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to face, 11 none like him for all 
the signs and the wonders which the 
Lord sent him to do in the land oi 
Bgypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants 
and to all his land, 12 and for all the 
mighty power and all the great and 
terrible deeds which Moses wrought in 
the sight of all Israel. 
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THE BOOK OF 
11 


1 After the death of Moses the 
servant of the Lord, the Lord said 
to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ min¬ 
ister, 2 “Moses my servant is dead; now 
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you 
and all this people, into the land which 
I am giving to them, to the people of 
Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your 
foot will tread upon 3 have given to you, 
as I promised to Moses. 4 From the 
wilderness and this Lebanon as far as 
the great river, the river Eu-phra'tes, all 
the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea 
toward the going down of the sun shall 
be your territory. 5 No man shall be able 
to stand before you all the days of your 
life; as I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you; I will not fail you or forsake 
you. 6 Be strong and of good courage; 
for you shall cause this people to inherit 
the land which I swore to their fathers 
to give them. 7 Only be strong and very 
courageous, being careful to do accord¬ 
ing to all the law which Moses my 


servant commanded you; turn not from 
it to the right hand or to the left, that 
you may have good success wherever 
you go. 8 This book of the law shall not 
depart out of your mouth, but you shall 
meditate on it day and night, that you 
may be careful to do according to all 
that is written in it; for then you shall 
make your way prosperous, and then 
you shall have good success. 9 Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong cu.d of 
good courage; be not frightened, neither 
be dismayed; for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.** 

10 Then Joshua commanded the 
officers of the people, 11 “Pass through 
the camp, and command the people, 
‘Prepare your provisions; for within 
three days you are to pass over this 
Jordan, to go in to take possession of 
the land which the Lord your God 
gives you to possess.* ” 

12 And to the Reubcnites, the Gad- 
ites, and the half-tribe of Manas'seh 


34.10: Num 12.0-8. 1.5: Hcb 13.5. 1.12-18: Num 32 20-22; Josh 22.1-34. 
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Joshua said, 13 “Remember the word 
which Moses the servant of the Lord 
commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord 
your God is providing you a place of 
rest, and will give you this land.’ 14 Your 
wives, your little ones, and your cattle 
shall remain in the land which Moses 
gave you beyond the Jordan ; but all the 
men of valour among you shall pass over 
armed before your brethren and shall 
help them, 15 until the Lord gives rest 
to your brethren as well as to you, and 
they also take possession of the land 
which the Lord your God is giving 
them; then you shall return to the land 
of your possession, and shall possess it, 
the land which Moses the servant of the 
1 , 01 ® gave you beyond the Jordan 
toward the sunrise.” 16 And they an¬ 
swered Joshua, “All that you have com¬ 
manded us we will do, and wherever 
you send us we will go. r? Just as we 
obeyed Moses in all things, so we will 
obey you; only may the Lord your God 
be with you, as he was with Moses! 
18 Whoever rebels against your com¬ 
mandment and disobeys your words, 
whatever you command him, shall be 
put to death. Only be strong and of good 
courage.” 

And Joshua the son of Nun sent 
two men secretly from Shittim as 
spies, saying, “Go, view the land, 
especially Jericho.” And they went, and 
came into the house of a harlot whose 
name was Rahab, and lodged there. 
-And it was told the king of Jericho, 
“Behold, certain men of Israel have 
come here tonight to search (nit the 
land.” 3 Then the king of Jericho sent 
to Rahab, saying, “Bring forth the men 
that have come to you, who entered 
your house; for they have come to 
search out all the land.” 4 But the wom¬ 
an had taken the two men and hidden 
them; and she said, “True, men came 
to me, but I did not know where they 
came from; 5 and when the gate was to 
be closed, at dark, the men went out; 
where the men went I do not know; 
pursue them quickly, for you wall over¬ 
take them.” 6 But she had brought them 
up to the roof, and hid them with the 
stalks of flax which she had laid in order 
on the roof. 7 So the men pursued after 
them on the way to the Jordan as far as 
the fords; and as soon as the pursuers 
had gone out, the gate was shut. 

8 Before they lay down, she came lip 


to them on the roof, l> and said to the 
men, “I know that the Lord has given 
you the land, and that the fear of you 
has fallen upon us, and that all the in¬ 
habitants of the land melt away before 
you. 10 For we have heard how the 
Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea 
before you when you came out of 
Egypt, and what you did to the two 
kings of the Amorites that were beyond 
the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you 
utterly destroyed. 11 And as soon as we 
heard it, our hearts melted, and there 
was no courage left in any man, because 
of you; for the Lord your God is he 
who is God in heaven above and on 
earth beneath. 12 Now then, swear to 
me by the Lord that as I have dealt 
kindly with you, you also will deal 
kindly with mv father’s house, and give 
me a sure sign, 13 and save alive my 
father and mother, my brothers and 
sisters, and all who belong to them, and 
deliver our lives from death.” 14 And the 
men said to her, “Our life for yours! 
If you do not tell this business of ours, 
then we will deal kindly and faithfully 
with you when the Lord gives us the 
land.” 

15 Then she let them down by a rope 
through the window, for her house was 
built into the city wall, so that she 
dwelt in the wall. 16 And she said to 
them, “Go into the hills, lest the pur¬ 
suers meet you; and hide yourselves 
there three days, until the pursuers have 
returned; then afterward you may go 
your way.” 17 The men said to her, 
“We will be guiltless with respect to this 
oath of yours which you have made us 
swear. 18 Behold, when we come into 
the land, you shall bind this scarlet cord 
in the window through which you let us 
down; and you shall gather into your 
house your father and mother, your 
brothers, and all your father’s house¬ 
hold. ly If any one goes out of the doors 
of your house into the street, his blood 
shall be upon his head, and we shall be 
guiltless; but if a hand is laid upon any 
one who is with you in the house, his 
blood shall be on our head. 20 But if you 
tell this business of ours, then we shall 
be guiltless with respect to your oath 
which you have made us swear.” 21 And 
she said, “According to your words, so 
be it.” Then she sent them away, and 
they departed; and she bound the 
scarlet cord in the window. 
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22 They departed, and went into the 
hills, and remained there three days, 
until the pursuers returned; for the 
pursuers had made search all along the 
way and found nothing. 23 Then the 
two men came down again from the 
hills, and passed over and came to 
Joshua the son of Nun; and they told 
him aii that had befallen them. 24 And 
they said to Joshua, “Truly the Lord 
has given all the land into our hands; 
and moreover all the inhabitants of the 
land are fainthearted because of us.” 

3 Early in the morning Joshua rose 
.and set out from Shittim, with all 
the people of Israel; and they came to 
the Jordan, and lodged there before 
they passed over. 2 At the end of three 
days the officers went through the 
camp 3 and commanded the people, 
“When you see the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord your God being carried by 
the Levitical priests, then you shall set 
our. from your place and follow it, 4 that 
you may know the way you shall go, for 
you have not passed this way before. 
Yet there shall be a space between you 
and it, a distance of about two thousand 
cubits; do not come near it.” 5 And 
Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify 
yourselves; for tomorrow the Lord will 
do wonders among you.” 6 And Joshua 
said to the priests, “Take up the ark of 
the covenant, and pass on before the 
people.” And they took up the ark of 
the covenant, and went before the 
people. 

7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “This 
day I will begin to exalt you in the sight 
of all Israel, that they may know that, 
as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you. 8 And you shall command the 
priests who bear the ark of the cove¬ 
nant, ‘When you come to the brink of 
the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand 
still in the Jordan.* ** 9 And Joshua said 
to the people of Israel, “Come hither, 
and hear the words of the Lord your 
God.** 10 And Joshua said, “Hereby you 
shall know that the living God is among 
you, and that he will without fail drive 
out from before you the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Hivites, the Per'izzites, the 
Gir'gashites, the Amorites, and the 
Jeb'usites. 11 Behold, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is 
to pass over before you into the Jordan. 
12 Now therefore take twelve men from 
the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a 


man. 13 And when the soles of the feet of 
the priests who bear the ark of the 
Lord, the Lord of all the earth, shall 
rest in the waters of the Jordan, the 
waters of the Jordan shall be stopped 
from flowing, and the waters coming 
down from above shall stand in one 
heap.’* 

14 So. when the people set out from 
their tents, to pass over the Jordan with 
the priests bearing the ark of the cove¬ 
nant before the people, 15 and when 
those who bore the ark had come to the 
Jordan, and the feet of the priests bear ¬ 
ing the ark were dipped in the brink of 
the water (the Jordan overflows all its 
banks throughout the time of harvest ) , 
10 the waters coming down from above 
stood and rose up in a heap far off, at 
Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, 
and those flowing down toward the: sea 
of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were wholly 
cut off; and the people passed over op¬ 
posite Jericho. 17 And while all Israel 
were passing over on thy ground, the 
priests who bore the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord stood on dry ground in the 
midst of the Jordan, until all the nation 
finished passing over the Jordan. 

When all the nation had finished 
passing over the Jordan, the Lord 
said to Joshua, 2 “Take twelve men 
from the people, from each tribe a man, 

3 and command them, ‘Take twelve 
stones from here out of the midst of the 
Jordan, from the very place where the 
priests’ feet stood, and carry them over 
with you, and lay them down in the 
place where you lodge tonight.’ ” 

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men 
from the people of Israel, whom he had 
appointed, a man from each tribe; 5 and 
Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the 
ark of the Lord your God into the 
midst of the Jordan, and take up each of 
you a stone upon his shoulder, accord¬ 
ing to the number of the tribes of the 
people of Israel , 6 that this may be a sign 
among you, when your children ask in 
time to come, ‘What do those stones 
mean to you?* 7 Then you shall tell 
them that the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord; when it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off. So these stones shall be to the 
people of Israel a memorial for ever.” 

8 And the men of Israel did as Joshua 
commanded, and took up twelve stones 




JOSHUA 4 

out of the midst of the Jordan, accord¬ 
ing to the number of the tribes of the 
people of Israel, as the Lord told 
Joshua; and they carried them over 
with them to the place where they 
lodged, and laid them down there. °And 
Joshua set: up twelve stones in the midst 
of the Jordan, in the place where the 
feet of the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant had stood; and they are there 
to this day. 3<) For the priests who bore 
the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan, 
until everything was rinished that the 
Lord commanded Joshua to tell the 
people, according to all that Moses had 
commanded Joshua. 

The people passed over in haste; 
31 and when all the people had finished 
passing over, the ark of the Lord and 
the priests passed over before the 
people. 12 The sons of Reuben and the 
sons of Gad and the half-tribe of 
Manas'sen passed over armed before the 
people of Israel, as Moses had bidden 
them; 13 about forty thousand ready 
armed for war passed over before the 
Lord for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 
34 On that day the Lord exalted Joshua 
in the sight of all Israel; and they stood 
in awe of him, as they had stood in awe 
of Moses, .J1 the days of his life. 

15 And the Lord said to Joshua, 
16 ‘‘Command the priests who bear the 
ark of the testimony to come up out of 
the Jordan. 1 ” 17 Joshua therefore com¬ 
manded the priests, “Come up out of 
the Jordan.” 18 And when the priests 
bearing the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord came up from the midst of the 
Jordan, and the soles of the priests* 
feet were lifted up on dry ground, the 
waters of the Jordan returned to their 
place and overflowed all its banks, as 
before. 

19 The people came up out of the 
Jordan on the tenth day of the first 
month, and they encamped in Gilgal 
on the east border of Jericho. 20 And 
those twelve stones, which they took out 
of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal. 
21 And he said to the people of Israel, 
“When your children ask their fathers 
in time to come, ‘What do these stones 
mean?’ 22 then you shall let your chil¬ 
dren know, ‘Israel passed over this 
Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the Lord 
your God dried up the waters of the 
Jordan for you until you passed over, as 
a That is the hill of the foreskins 6 From Hcb galal to 


Twelve stones 
the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, 
which he dried up for us until we 
passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of 
the earth may know that the hand of 
the Lord is mighty; that you may fear 
the Lord your God for ever.” 

5 When all the kings of the Amorites 
that were beyond the Jordan to the 
west, and all the kings of the Ga- 
naanites that were by the sea, heard 
that the Lord had dried up the waters 
of the Jordan for the people of Israel 
until they had crossed over, their heart 
melted, and there was no longer any 
spirit in them, because of the people of 
Israel. 

2 At that time the Lord said to 
Joshua, “Make flint knives and circum¬ 
cise the people of Israel again the second 
time.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives, 
and circumcised the people of Israel at 
Gibeath-haaraloth." 4 And this is the 
reason why Joshua circumcised them: 
all the males of the people who came out 
of Egypt, all the men of war, had died 
on the way in the wilderness after they 
had come out of Egypt. 5 Though all the 
people who came out had been circum¬ 
cised, yet all the people that were born 
on the way in the wilderness after they 
had come out of Egypt had not been 
circumcised. 6 For the people of Israel 
walked forty years in the wilderness, 
till all the nation, the men of war that 
came forth out of Egypt, perished, be¬ 
cause they did not hearken to the voice 
of the Lord; to them the Lord swore 
that he would not let them see the land 
which the Lord had sworn to their 
fathers to give us, a land flowing with 
milk and honey. 7 So it was their chil¬ 
dren, whom he raised up in their stead, 
that Joshua circumcised; for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had not 
been circumcised on the way. 

8 When the circumcising of all the 
nation was done, they remained in their 
places in the camp till they were healed. 
Jj And the Lord said to Joshua, “This 
day I have rolled away the reproach of 
Egypt from you.” And so the name of 
that place is called Gilgal 6 to this day. 

10 While the people of Israel were 
encamped in Gilgal they kept the 
passover on the fourteenth day of the 
month at evening in the plains of 
Jericho. 13 And on the morrow after the 
passover, on that very day, they ate of 
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the produce of the land, unleavened 
cakes and parched grain. ,2 And the 
manna ceased on the morrow, when 
they ate of the produce of the land; and 
the people of Israel had manna no more, 
but ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan 
that year. 

13 When Joshua was by Jericho, he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and be¬ 
hold, a man stood before him with his 
drawn sword in his hand; and Joshua 
went to him and said to him, “Are you 
for us, or for our adversaries?** 14 And he 
said, “No; but as commander of the 
army of the Lord I have now come.” 
And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, 
and worshipped, and said to him, “What 
does my lord bid his servant?” l - s And 
the commander of the I .cud's army said 
to Joshua, “Put off your shoes from 
your feet; for the place where you stand 
is holy.” And Joshua did so. 

6 Now Jericho was shut up from 
within and from without because of 
the people of Israel; none went out, and 
none came in. ‘And the Lord said to 
Joshua, “See, I have given into your 
hand Jericho, with its king and mighty 
men of valour. 3 You shall march around 
the city, all the men of war going around 
the city once. Thus shall you do for six 
days. 4 And seven priests shall bear seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the 
ark; and on the seventh day you shall 
march around the city seven times, the 
priests blowing the trumpets. Wnd 
when they make a long blast with the 
ram’s horn, as soon as you hear the 
sound of the trumpet, then all the 
people shall shout with a great shout; 
and the wall of the city will fall down 
flat, and the people shall go up every 
man straight before him.” So Joshua 
the son of Nun called the priests and 
said to them, “Take up the ark of the 
covenant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before 
the ark of the Lord.” 7 And he said to 
the people, “Go forward; march around 
the city, and let the armed men pass on 
before the ark of the .Lord.” 

8 And as Joshua had commanded the 
people, the seven priests bearing the 
seven trumpets of rams’ horns before 
the Lord went forward, blowing the 
trumpets, with the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord following them. °And the 
armed men went before the priests who 
blew the trumpets, and the rear guard 


came after the ark, while the trumpets 
blew continually. 10 But Joshua com¬ 
manded the people, “You shall not 
shout or let your voice be heard, neither 
shall any word go out of your mouth, 
until the day I bid you shout; then you 
shall shout.” 11 So he caused the ark of 
the Lord to compass the city, going 
about it once; and they came into the 
camp, and spent the night in the camp. 

12 Then Joshua rose early in the 
morning, and the priests took up the 
ark of the Lord. 13 And the seven priests 
bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the ark of the Lord passed 
on, blowing the trumpets continually; 
and the armed men went before them, 
and the rear guard came after the ark of 
the Lord, while the trumpets blew 
continually. 14 And the second day they 
marched around the city once, and re¬ 
turned into the camp. So they did for 
six days. 

15 On the seventh day they rose early 
at the dawn of day, anti marched around 
the city in the same manner seven 
times: it was only on that day that they 
marched around the city seven times. 
1(, And at the seventh time, when the 
priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua 
said to the people, “Shout; for the 
Lord has given you the city. 17 And the 
city and all that is within it shall be 
devoted to the Lord ior destruction; 
only Ruhab the harlot and all who am 
with her in her house shall live, because 
she hid the messengers that we sent. 
18 But you, keep yourselves from the 
things devoted to destruction, lest when 
you have devoted them vou take any of 
the devoted things and make the camp 
of Israel a thing for destruction, and 
bring trouble upon it. 19 But all silver 
and gold, and vessels of bronze and 
iron, are sacred to the Lord ; they shall 
go into the treasury of the Lord.” 20 So 
the people shouted, and flic trumpets 
were blown. As soon as the people heard 
the sound of the trumpet, the people 
raised a great shout, and the wall fell 
down flat, so that the people went up 
into the city, every man straight before 
him, and they took the city. 21 Then 
they utterly destroyed all in the city, 
both men and women, young and old, 
oxen, sheep, and asses, with the edge of 
the sword. 

22 And Joshua said to the two men 
who had spied out the land, “Go into 
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the harlot’s house, and bring out from 
it the woman, and all who belong to her, 
as you swore to her.*’ 23 So the young 
men who had been spies went in, and 
brought out Rahab, and her father and 
mother and brothers and all who be¬ 
longed to her; and they brought all her 
kindred, and set them outside the 
camp of Israel. 24 And they burned the 
city with fire, and all within it; only the 
silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze 
and of iron, they put into the treasury of 
the house of the Lord. 25 But Rahab the 
harlot, and her father’s household, and 
all who belonged to her, Joshua saved 
alive; and she dwelt in Israel to this 
day, because she hid the messengers 
whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

26 Joshua laid an oath upon them at 
that time, saying, “Cursed before the 
Lord be the man that rises up and re¬ 
builds tills city, Jericho. 

At the cost of his first-born shall he 
lay its foundation, 

and at the cost of his youngest son 
shall he set up its gates.” 

27 So the Lord was with Joshua; 
and his fame was in all the land. 

But the people of Israel broke 
faith in regard to the devoted things; 
for AchiJi the son of Carmi, son of 
Zabdi, son of Zerah y of the tribe of 
Judah, took some of the devoted things; 
and the anger of the Lord burned 
against the people of Israel. 

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to 
Ai, which is near Beth-a'vcn, east of 
Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and 
spy out the land.” And the men went 
up and spied out Ai. 3 And they re¬ 
turned to Joshua, and said to him, “Let 
not all the people go up, but let about 
two or three thousand men go up and 
attack Ai; do not make the whole people 
toil up there, for they are but few.” 4 So 
about three thousand went up there 
from the people; and they fled before 
the men of Ai, 5 and the men of Ai 
killed about thirty-six men of them, and 
chased them before the gate as far as 
Sheb'arim, and slew them at the 
descent. And the hearts of the people 
melted, and became as water. 

6 Then Joshua rent his clothes, and 
fell to the earth upon his face before the 
ark of the Lord until the evening, he 
and the elders of Israel; and they put 
dust upon their heads. 7 And Joshua 

6.26: 1 Kings 16.34. 


said, “Alas, O Lord God, why hast 
thou brought this people over the 
Jordan at aU, to give us into the hands 
of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would 
that we had been content to dwell be¬ 
yond the Jordan 1 8 O Lord, what can X 
say, when Israel has turned their backs 
before their enemies 1 v For the Ca~ 
naanites and all the inhabitants of the 
land will hear of it, and will surround 
us, and cut off our name from the 
earth; and what wilt thou do for thy 
great name?” 

10 The Lord said to Joshua, “Arise, 
why have you thus fallen upon your 
face? u Israel has sinned; they have 
transgressed my covenant which I com¬ 
manded them; they have taken some of 
the devoted things; they have stolen, 
and lied, and put them among their 
own stuff. i2 Therefore the people of 
Israel cannot stand before their ene¬ 
mies; they turn their backs before their 
enemies, because they have become a 
tiling for destruction. I will be with you 
no more, unless you destroy the devoted 
tilings from among you. 13 Up, sanctify 
the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves 
for tomorrow; for thus says the Lord, 
God of Israel, “There are devoted 
things in the midst of you, O Israel; you 
cannot stand before your enemies, until 
you take away the devoted things from 
among you.” * 4 In the morning there¬ 
fore you shall be brought near by your 
tribes; and the tribe which the Lord 
takes shall come near by families; and 
the family which the Lord takes shall 
come near by households; and the 
household which the Lord takes shall 
come near man by man. ^And he who 
is taken with the devoted things shall be 
burned with fire, he and all that he has, 
because he has transgressed the cove¬ 
nant of the Lord, and because he has 
done a shameful thing in Israel.’ ” 

16 So Joshua rose early in the morn¬ 
ing, and brought Israel near tribe by 
tribe, and the tribe of Judah was taken; 
17 and he brought near the families of 
Judah, and the family of the Zer'ahites 
was taken; and he brought near the 
family of the Zer'ahites man by man, 
and Zabdi was taken; 18 and he brought 
near his household man by man, and 
Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdi, 
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was 
taken, w Then Joshua said to Achan, 
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“My son, give glory to the Lord God approach the city. And when they come 


of Israel, and render praise to him; and 
tell me now what you have done; do not 
hide it from me.” 2() And Achan an¬ 
swered Joshua, “Of a truth 1 have 
sinned against the Lord God of Israel, 
and this is what I did: 21 when I saw 
among the spoil a beautiful mantle from 
Shinar, and two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a bar of gold weighing fifty 
shekels, then 1 coveted them, and took 
them; and behold, they are hidden in 
the earth inside my tent, with the silver 
underneath.” 

22 So Joshua sent messengers, and 
they ran to the tent; and behold, it was 
hidden in his tent with the silver under¬ 
neath. ~\And they took them out of the 
tent and brought them to Joshua and 
all the people of Israel; and they laid 
them down before the Lord. 24 And 
Joshua and all Israel with him took 
Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver 
and the mantle and the bar of gold, and 
his sons and daughters, and his oxen 
and asses and sheep, and his tent, and 
all that he had : and they brought them 
up to the Valley of Achor. -'’And 
Joshua said, “Why did you bring 
trouble on us? The Lord brings 
trouble on you today.” And all Israel 
stoned him with stones; they burned 
them with fire, and stoned them with 
stones. 26 And they raised over him a 
great heap of stones that remains to this 
day; then the Lord turned from his 
burning anger. ‘Therefore to this day the 
name of that place is called the Valley 
of Achor. c 

8 And the Lord said to Joshua, 
“Do not fear or be dismayed; take 
all the fighting men with you, and arise, 
go up to Ai; see, I have given into your 
hand the king of Ai, and his people, his 
city, and his land; 2 and you shall do to 
Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and 
its king; only its spoil and its cattle you 
shall take as booty for yourselves; lay an 
ambush against die city, behind it.” 

3 So Joshua arose, and all the fighting 
men, to go up to Ai; and Joshua chose 
thirty thousand mighty men of valour, 
and sent them forth by night. 4 And he 
commanded them, “Behold, you shall 
lie in ambush against the city, behind 
it; do not go very far from the city, but 
Hold yourselves all in readiness; 5 and I, 
and all the people who are with me, will 

e That is Trouble a On: Heb appointed time 


out against us, as before, we shall flee 
before them; 6 and they will come out 
after us, till we have drawn them away 
from the city; for they will say, "They 
are fleeing from us, as before.’ So we 
will flee from them; 7 then you shall 
rise up from the ambush, and seize the 
city; for the Lord your God wall give it 
into your hand. 8 And when you have 
taken the city, you shall set the city on 
fire, doing as the Lord has bidden; see, 
I have commanded you.” 9 So Joshua 
sent them forth; and they went to the 
place of ambush, and lay between 
Bethel and Ai., to the west of Ai; but 
Joshua spent that night among the 
people. 

10 And Joshua arose early in the 
morning and mustered the people, and 
went up, with the elders of Israel, be¬ 
fore the people to Ai. n And all the 
fighting men who were with him went 
up, and drew near before the city, and 
encamped on the north side of Ai, with 
a ravine between them and Ai. 12 And he 
took about five thousand men, and set 
them in ambush between Bethel and 
Ai, to the west of the city. 13 So they 
stationed the forces, the main encamp¬ 
ment which was north of the city and its 
rear guard west of the city. But Joshua 
spent that night in the valley. I4 And 
when the king of Ai saw this he and all 
his people, the men of the city, made 
haste and went out early to the descent^ 
toward the Arabah to meet Israel is 
battle; but he did not know that there 
was an ambush against him behind the 
city. i5 And Joshua and all Israel made a 
pretence of being beaten before them 9 
and fled in the direction of the wilder¬ 
ness. 36 So all the people who were in 
the city were called together to pursue 
them, and as they pursued Joshua they 
were drawn away from the city. 17 There 
was not a man left in Ai or Bethel, who 
did not go out after Israel; they left the 
city open, and pursued Israel, 

18 Then the Lord said to Joshua^ 
“Stretch out the javelin that is in youff 
hand toward Ai; for I will give it into 
your hand.” And Joshua stretched oufc 
the javelin that was in his hand toward 
the city. 39 And the ambush rose quickly 
out of their place, aild as soon as he had 
stretched out his hand, they ran and 
entered the city and took it; and they 
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made haste to set the city on fire. 2 <> So 
when the men of Ai looked back, be¬ 
hold, the smoke of the city went up to 
heaven; and they had no power to flee 
this way or that, for the people that fled 
to the wilderness turned back upon the 
pursuers. 21 And when Joshua and all 
Israel saw that the ambush had taken 
the city, and that the smoke of the etty 
went up, then they turned back and 
smote the men of Ai. 22 And the others 
came forth from the city against them; 
so thev were in the midst of Israel, some 
on this side, and some on that side; and 
Israel smote them, until there was left 
none that survived or escaped. 23 But 
the king of Ai they took alive, and 
brought him to Joshua. 

24 When Israel had finished slaugh¬ 
tering all the inhabitants of Ai in the 
open wilderness where they pursued 
them and all of them to the very last had 
fallen by the edge of the sword, all 
Israel returned to Ai, and smote it with 
the edge of the sword. 25 And ail who 
fell that day, both men and women, 
were twelve thousand, all the people of 
Ai. 2t > For Joshua did not draw back his 
hand, w'.ith which he stretched out the 
javelin, until he had utterly destroyed 
all the inhabitants of Ai. 27 Only the 
cattle and the spoil of that city Israel 
took as their booty, according to the 
word of the Lord which he commanded 
Joshua. 28 So Joshua burned Ai, and 
made it for ever a heap of ruins, as it is 
to tins day. 29 And he hanged the king of 
Ai on a tree until evening; and at the 
going down of the sun Joshua com¬ 
manded, and they took lus body down 
from the tree, and cast it at the entrance 
of the gate of the city, and raised over it 
a great heap of stones, wliich stands 
there to this day. 

30 Then Joshua built an altar in 
Mount Ebal to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, 31 as Moses the servant of the 
Lord had commanded the people of 
Israel, as it is written in the book of the 
law of Moses, “an altar of unhewn 
stones, upon which no man has lifted 
an iron 100 !”; and they offered on it 
burnt offerings to the Lord, and sacri¬ 
ficed peace offerings. 32 And there, in the 
presence of the people of Israel, he 
wrote upon the stones a copy of the law 
of Moses, which he had written. 33 And 
all Israel, sojourner as well as home- 

&30-35: Deut 27.2-8. 


born, with their elders and officers and 
their judges, stood on opposite sides of 
the ark before the Levitical priests who 
carried the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, half of them in front of Mount 
Ger'izim and half of them in front of 
Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the 
Lord had commanded at the first, that 
they should bless the people of Israel. 
34 And afterward he read all the words 
of the law, the blessing and the curse, 
according to all that is written in the 
book of the law. 35 There was not a 
word of all that Moses commanded 
which Joshua did not read before all the 
assembly of Israel, and the women, and 
the little ones, and the sojourners who 
lived among them. 

When ail the kings who were be¬ 
yond the Jordan in the hill country 
and in the lowland all along the coast of 
the Great Sea toward Lebanon, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, 
the Per mites, the Hivites, and the 
jeb'usites, heard of this, 2 they gath¬ 
ered together with one accord to tight 
Joshua and Israel, 

3 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon 
heard what Joshua had done to Jericho 
and to Ai, 4 they on their part acted with 
cunning, and went and made ready 
provisions, and took worn-out sacks 
upon their asses, and wineskins, worn- 
out and torn and mended, 3 w ith worn- 
out, patched sandals on their feet, and 
worn-out clothes; and all their pro¬ 
visions were dry and mouldy. 6 And they 
went to Joshua in the camp at Gilgai, 
and said to him and to the men of Israel, 
“We have come from a far country; so 
now make a covenant with us.” 2 But 
the men of Israel said to the Hivites, 
“Perhaps you live among us; then how 
can we make a covenant with you?” 
8 They said to Joshua, “We are your 
servants.” And Joshua said to them, 
“Who are you? And where do you come 
from?” 9 They said to him, “From a 
very far country your servants have 
come, because of the name of the Lord 
your God; for we have heard a report 
of him, and all that he did in Egypt, 
10 and all that he did to the two kings of 
the Amorites who were beyond the Jor¬ 
dan, Sihon the king of Heshbon, and 
Og king of Bashan, who dwelt in Ash'- 
taroth. 11 And our elders and all the in¬ 
habitants of our country said to us. 
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"Take provisions in your hand for the 
journey, and go to meet them, and say 
to them, “We are your servants; come 
now, make a covenant with us.” ” 
i2 Here is our bread; it was still warm 
when we took it from our houses as our 
food for the journey, on the day wc set 
forth to come to you, but now, behold, 
it is dry and mouldy; 13 these wineskins 
were new when we filled them, and be¬ 
hold, they are burst; and these garments 
and shoes of ours are worn out from the 
very long journey.” 14 So the men par¬ 
took of their provisions, and did not ask 
direction from the Lord.. i5 And Joshua 
made peace with them, and made a 
covenant with them, to let them live; 
and the leaders of the congregation 
swore to them. 

16 At the end of three days after they 
had made a covenant with them, they 
heard that they were their neighbours, 
and that they dwelt among them. 17 And 
the people of Israel set out and reached 
their cities on the third day. Now their 
cities were Gibeon, Cbephi'rah, Be- 
er'oth, and Kir'iath-ie'arim. 18 But the 
people of Israel did not kill them, be¬ 
cause the leaders of the congregation 
had sworn to them by the Lord, the 
God of Israel. Then all the congregation 
murmured against the leaders. 19 But 
all the leaders said to all the congrega¬ 
tion, “We have sworn to them by the 
Lord, the God of Israel, and now we 
may not touch them. 20 This wc will do 
to them, and let them live, lest wrath 
be upon us, because of the oath which 
we swore to them.” 21 And the leaders 
said to them, “Let them live.” So they 
became hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for all the congregation, as the 
leaders had said of them. 

22 Joshua summoned them, and he 
said to them, “Why did you deceive us, 
saying, ‘We are very far from you,* 
when you dwell among us? 23 Now 
therefore you are cursed, and some of 
you shall always be slaves, hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the house 
of my God.” 24 They answered Joshua, 
“Because it was told to your servants for 
a certainty that the Lord your God had 
commanded his servant Moses to give 
you all the land, and to destroy all the 
inhabitants of the land from before you; 
so we feared greatly for our lives be¬ 
cause of you, and did this thing. 25 And 
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now, behold, we are in your hand: do as 
it seems good and right in your sight to 
do to us.” 2(3 So he did to them, and de¬ 
livered them out of the hand of the 
people of Israel; and they did not kill 
them. 27 But Joshua made them that day 
hewers of wood and drawers of water 
for the congregation and for the altar of 
the Lord, to continue to this day, in the 
place which he should choose. 

"g A When Aclo’ni-ze'dek king of 
JLv Jerusalem heard how Joshua had 
taken Ai, and had utterly destroyed it, 
doing to Ai and its king as he had done 
to Jericho and its king, and how the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace 
with Israel and were among them, 2 he* 
feared greatly, because Gibeon was a 
great city, like one of the royal cities, 
and because it was greater than Ai, and 
all its men were mighty. 3 So Ado’ni- 
re'dek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham 
king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jar- 
muth, to Japhi'a king of Lachish, and to 
Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come 
up to me, and help me, and let us smite 
Gibeon; for it has made peace with 
Joshua and with the people of Israel.” 
5 Then the five kings of the Amorites, 
the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king 
of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, 
gathered their forces, and went up with 
all their armies and encamped against 
Gibeon, and made war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent to 
Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, 
“Do not relax your hand from your 
servants; come up to us quickly, and 
save us, and help us; for all the kings of 
the Amorites that dwell in the hill 
country are gathered against us.” 7 So 
Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all 
the people of war with him, and all the 
mighty men of valour. 8 And the Lord 
said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I 
have given them into your hands; there 
shall not a man of them stand before 
you.” 9 So Joshua came upon them 
suddenly, having marched up all night 
from Gilgal. 10 And the Lord threw 
them into a panic before Israel, who 
slew them with a great slaughter at 
Gibeon, and chased them by the way of 
the ascent of Beth-horon, and smote 
them as far as Aze'kah and Makke'dah. 
11 And as they fled before Israel, while 
they were going down the ascent of 
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Beth-horon, the Lord threw down great 
stones from heaven upon them as far as 
Azc'kah, and they died; there were 
more who died because of the hailstones 
than the men of Israel killed with the 
sword. 

12 Then spoke Joshua to the Lord 
in the day when the Lord gave the 
Amorites over to the men of Israel; 
and he said in the sight of Israel, 

‘"Sunj stand thou still at Gibeon, 

and thou Moon in the valley of 
Ai'jalon.” 

*3 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, 

until the nation took vengeance on. 
their enemies. 

Is this not written in the Book of 
Jashar? The sun stayed in the midst of 
heaven, and did not hasten to go down 
for about a w r hole day. 14 There has been 
no day like it before or since, when the 
Lord hearkened to the voice of a man; 
for the I .OKI? fought for Israel. 

15 Then Joshua returned, and all 
Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal. 

16 These five kings fled, and hid 
themselves in the cave at Makke'dah. 
17 And it was told Joshua, “The five 
kings have been found, hidden in the 
cave at Makke'dah.” 1 8 Arid Joshua said, 
“Roll great stones against the mouth of 
the cave, and set men by it to guard 
them; iy but do not stay there your¬ 
selves, pursue your enemies, fall upon 
their rear, do not let them enter their 
cities; for the Lord your God has 
given them into your hand,” 20 When 
Joshua and the men of Israel had fin¬ 
ished slaying them with a very great 
slaughter, until they were wiped out, 
and when the remnant which remained 
of them had entered into the fortified 
cities, 21 all the people returned safe to 
Joshua in the camp at Makke'dah; not 
a man moved his tongue against any of 
the people of Israel. 

22 Then Joshua said, “Open the 
mouth of the cave, and bring those five 
kings out to me from the cave.” 23 And 
they did so, and brought those five kings 
out to him from the cave, the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king 
of Tarmuth, the king of Lachish, and 
the king of Eglon. ^And when they 
brought those kings out to Joshua, 
Joshua summoned all the men of Israel, 
and said to the chiefs of the men of war 
who had gone with him, “Come near. 


put your feet upon the necks of these 
kings.” Then they came near, and put 
their feet on their necks. 25 And Joshua 
said to them, “Do not be afraid or dis¬ 
mayed ; be strong and of good courage; 
for thus the Lord will do to all your 
enemies against whom you fight.” 
26 And afterward Joshua smote them and 
put them to death, and he hung them on 
five trees. And they hung upon the trees 
until evening; 27 but at the time of the 
going down of the sun, Joshua com¬ 
manded, and they took them down from 
the trees, and threw them into the cave 
where they had hidden themselves, and 
they set great stones against the mouth 
of the cave, which remain to this very 
day. 

28 And Joshua took Makke'dah on 
that day, and smote it and its king with 
the edge of the sword; he utterly de¬ 
stroyed every person in it, he left none 
remaining; and he did to the king of 
Makke'dah as he had done to the king 
of Jericho. 

2d Then Joshua passed on from 
Makke'dah, and all Israel with him, to 
Libnah, and fought against Libnah; 
30 and the Lord gave it also and its king 
into the hand of Israel; and he smote it 
with the edge of the sword, and every 
person in it; he left none remaining in 
it; and he did to its king as he had done 
to the king of Jericho. 

31 And Joshua passed on from Lib¬ 
nah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish, 
and laid siege to it, and assaulted it: 
32 and the .Lord gave Lachish into the 
hand of Israel, and he took it on the 
second day, and smote it with the edge 
of the sword, and every person in it, as 
he- had done to Libnah. 

33 Then Horam king of Gezer came 
up to help Lachish; and Joshua smote 
him and his people, until he left none 
remaining. 

34 And Joshua passed on with all 
Israel from Lachish to Eglon; and they 
laid siege to it, and assaulted it; & an d 
they took it on that day, and smote it 
with the edge of the sword; and every 
person in it he utterly destroyed that 
day, as he had done to Lachish. 

36 Then Joshua went up with all 
Israel from Eglon to Hebron; and they 
assaulted it, 37 and took it, and smote it 
with the edge of the sword, and its king 
and its towns, and every person in it; 
he left none remaining, as he had done 
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to Eglon, and utterly destroyed it with 
every person in it. 

38 Then Joshua, with all Israel, 
turned back to Pebir and assaulted it, 
39 and he took it with its king and all its 
towns; and they smote them with the 
edge of the sword, and utterly de¬ 
stroyed every person in it; he left none 
remaining; as he had done to Hebron 
and to Libnah and its king, so he did to 
Debir and to its king. 

40 So Joshua defeated the whole 
land, the hill country and the Negeb 
and the lowland and the slopes, and all 
their kings ; he left none remaining, but 
utterly destroyed all that breathed, as 
the Lord God of Israel commanded. 
41 And Joshua defeated them from Ka'~ 
desh-bar'nea to Gaza, and all the coun¬ 
try of Goshen, as far as Gibeon. 42 And 
Joshua took all these kings and their 
land at one time, because the Lord God 
of Israel fought for Israel. 43 Then 
Joshua returned, and all Israel with 
him, to the camp at Gilgal. 

n When Jabin king of Hazor 
heard of this, he sent to Jobab 
king of Madon, and to the king of Shim- 
ron, and to the king of Ach'shaph, 2 and 
to the kings who were in the northern 
hill country, and in the Arabah south of 
Chin'neroth, and in the lowland, and in 
Naphoth-dor on the west, 3 to the Ca- 
naanites in the east and the west, the 
Amorites, the Hittites, the Per'izzitcs, 
and the Jeb'usites in the hill country, 
and the Hivites under Hermon in the 
land of Mizpah. 4 And they came out, 
with all their troops, a great host, in 
number like the sand that is upon the 
seashore, with very many horses and 
chariots. 5 And all these kings joined 
their forces, and came and encamped 
together at the waters of Merom, to 
fight with Israel. 

6 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do 
not be afraid of them, for tomorrow at 
this time I will give over all of them, 
slain, to Israel; you shall hamstring 
their horses, and bum their chariots 
with fire.” 7 So Joshua came suddenly 
upon them with all his people of war, by 
the waters of Merom, and fell upon 
them. 8 And the Lord gave them into 
the hand of Israel, who smote them and 
chased them as far as Great Sidon and 
MisTephoth-ma'im, and eastward as far 
as the valley of Mizpeh; and they smote 
them, until they left none remaining. 


y And Joshua did to them as the Lord 
bade him; he hamstrung their horses, 
and burned their chariots with fire. 

10 And Joshua turned back at that 
time, and took Razor, and smote its 
king with the sword; for Hazor for¬ 
merly was the head of all those king¬ 
doms. 11 And they put to the sword all 
who were in it, utterly destroying them; 
there was none left that breathed, and 
he burned Hazor with tire. 12 And all the 
cities of those kings, and all their kings, 
Joshua took, and smote them with the 
edge of the sword, utterly destroying 
them, as Moses the servant of the Loud 
had commanded. 13 But none of the 
cities that stood on mounds did Israel 
burn, except Hazor only; that Joshua 
burned. 14 And all the spoil of these 
cities and the cattle, the people of 
Israel took for their booty; but every 
man they smote with the edge of the 
sword, until they had destroyed them, 
and they did not leave any that breathed. 
k\As the Lord had commanded Moses 
his servant, so Moses commanded 
Joshua, and so Joshua did; he left noth¬ 
ing undone of all that the Lord had 
commanded Moses. 

16 So Joshua took all that land, the 
hill country and ail the Negeb and all 
the land of Goshen and the lowland and 
the Arabah and the hill country of Israel 
and its lowland 17 from Mount Halak, 
that rises toward Se'ir, as far as Ba'al- 
gad in the valley of Lebanon below 
Mount Hermon. And he took all their 
kings, and smote them, and put them to 
death. 18 Joshua made war a long time 
with all those kings. 19 There was not a 
city that made peace with the people of 
Israel, except the Hivites, the inhabit¬ 
ants of Gibeon; they took all in battle. 
20 For it was the Lord’s doing to harden 
their hearts that they should come 
against Israel in battle, in order that 
they should be utterly destroyed, and 
should receive no mercy but be exter¬ 
minated, as the Lord commanded 
Moses. 

21 And Joshua came at that time, and 
wiped out the Anakim from the hill 
country, from Hebron, from Debir, 
from Anab, and from all the hill country 
of Judah, and from all the hill country 
of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them 
with their cities. 22 There was none of 
the Anakim left in the land of the people 
of Israel; only in Gaza, in Gath, and in 
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Ashdod, did some remain. 23 So Joshua one; the king of Arad, one; 15 the king 
took the whole land, according to all of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, 
that the Lord had spoken to Moses; and one ; 16 the king of Makke'dah, one ; the 
Joshua gave it for an inheritance to king of Bethel, one; 17 the king of Tap'- 
Israel according to their tribal allot- pu-ah, one; the king of Hepher, one; 
ments. And the land had rest from war. 18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of 
i" - ! Now these are the kings of the Lashar'on, one; 19 the king of Madon, 
LZt land, whom the people of Israel one; the king of Razor, one*, 20 the king 
defeated, and took possession of their of Shim ron-me'ron, one; the king of 
land beyond tire Jordan toward the sun- Ach'shaph, one; 21 the king of Ta'- 
rising, from the valley of the Arnon to anach, one; the king of Megid'do, one; 
Mount Hermon, with all the Arabah 22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of 
eastward: 2 Sihon king of the Amorites Jok'ne-am in Carmel, one; 23 the king of 
who dwelt at Heshbon, and ruled from Dor in Naphath-dor, one; the king of 
Aro'cr, which is oil the edge of the Goi'im in Galilee/ one ; 24 the king of 
valley of the Arnon, and Itotn the Tirzah, one: in all, thirty-one kings, 
middle of the valley as far as the river i 'J Now Joshua was old and ad- 
Jabbok, the boundary of the Ant- vanced in years; and the Lord 

monites, that is, hall of Gilead, and the said to him, “You are old and advanced 
Arabah to the Sea of Chm'neroth east- in years, and there remains yet very 
ward, and in the direction of Beth- much land to be possessed. 2 This is the 
jcsh'imoth, to the sea of the Arabah, the land that yet remains: all the regions of 
Salt Sea, southward to the foot of the the Philistines, and all those of the 
slopes of Fisgah; 4 and Og f king of Gesh'unites 3 (from the Shihor, which 
Bashan, one of the remnant of the is east of Egypt, northward to the 
Reph'aim, who dwelt at Ash'taroth and boundary of Ekron, it is reckoned as 
at Ed’rc-i 3 and ruled over Mount Her- Canaanite; there are live rulers of the 
mon and Sal'ccah and all Bashan to tlie Philistines, those of Gaza, Ashdod, 
boundary of the Gcsh'urites and the Ash'kelon, Gath, and Ekron), and those 
Ma-ac'athices, and over half of Gilead of the Avvim, 4 in tlie south, all the land 
to the boundary of Sihon king of Hesh- of the Canaanit.es, and Me-ar ah which 
bon. 6 Moses, the servant of the Lord, belongs to the Sido'nians, to Aphek, to 
and the people of Israel def eated them; the boundary of the Amorites, 5 and the 
and Moses the servant of the Lord gave land of the Geb'alites, and all Lebanon, 
their land for a possession to the Reu- toward the sunrising, from Ba'al-gad 
benites and the Gaditcs and tlie half- below Mount. Herman to the entrance 
tribe of Manas's eh. of Hamath, 6 all the inhabitants of tlie 

7 And these are the kings of the land hill country from Lebanon to Mis - 
whom Joshua and the people of Israel rephoth-ma im, even all the Sido'nians. 
defeated on the west side of the Jordan, X will myself drive them out from before 
from Ba'al-gad in the valley of Lebanon the people of Israel; only allot the land 
to Mount Halak, that rises toward Se'ir to Israel for an inheritance, as I have 
(and Joshua gave their land to the tribes commanded you. 7 Now therefore di~ 
of Israel as a possession according to vide this land for an inheritance to tlie 
their allotments, 8 in the hill country, in nine tribes and half the tribe of Manas'- 
the lowland, in the Arabah, in the seh.” 

slopes, in the wilderness, and in the 8 With the other half of the tribe of 
Negeb, the land of the Hittites, tlie Manas'seh* the Reubenites and the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Per'- Gadites received their inheritance, 
izzites, the Hivites, and the Jcb'usites): which Moses gave them, beyond the 
9 the king of Jericho, one; the king of Jordan eastward, as Moses the servant 
Ai, which is beside Bethel, one; 10 the of the Lord gave them: 9 from Aro'er, 
king of Jerusalem, one; the king of which is on the edge of the valley of the 
Hebron, one; 11 the king of Jarmuth, Arnon, and the city that is in the middle 
one; the king of Lachish, one; 32 the of the valley, and all the tableland of 
king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, Med'eba as far as Dibon; 10 and all the 
one: 13 the king of Debir, one; the king cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
of Geder, one; 14 the king of Hormali, who reigned in Heshbon, as far as the 

e Gk: Heb the boundary of Og f Gk: Hcb Gitgal 8 Cn: Heb With it 
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boundary of the Ammonites; 11 and 
Gilead, and the region of the Gesh'- 
urites and Ma-ae'athites., and all Mount 
Hermon, and all Bashan to Sal'ecah; 
12 all the kingdom of Og in Bashan, who 
reigned in Ash taroth and in Ed're-i (he 
alone was left of the remnant of the 
Keph'aim) *, these Moses had defeated 
and driven out. 15 Yet the people of 
Israel did not drive out the Gesh'urites 
or the Ma-ac'athites; but Geshur and 
Ma'acath dwell in the midst of Israel to 
this day. 

14 To the tribe of Levi alone Moses 
gave no inheritance; the offerings by 
fire to the Lord God of Israel are their 
inheritance, as he said to Ihm. 

15 And Moses gave an inheritance to 
the tribe of the Reubcnitcs according to 
their families. 16 So their territory was 
from Aro'cr, which is on the edge of the 
valley of the Arnon, and the city that is 
in the middle of the valley, arid all the 
tableland by Med'eba; 17 with Heslv* 
bon, and all its cities that are in the 
tableland; Dibon, and Ba'moih-ba'al, 
and Beth-ba'al-me'on, 58 and Jahaz, and 
Ked'emoth, and Meph'a-ath, and 
Kiriatha'im, and Sibmah, and Zer'cth- 
sha'har on the hill of the valley, 20 and 
Beth-pe'or, and the slopes of Pisgah, 
and Beth-jesh'imoth, 21 that is, all the 
cities of the tableland, and all die king¬ 
dom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who 
reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses de¬ 
feated with the leaders of Mid'ian, Evi 
and Rekcm and Zur and Hur and Reba, 
the princes of Sihon, who dwelt in the 
land. 22 Balaam also, the son of Bc'or, 
the soothsayer, the people of Israel 
killed with the sword among the rest of 
their slain. 23 And the border of the 
people of Reuben was the Jordan as a 
boundary''- This was the inheritance of 
the Reubenites, according to their fami¬ 
lies with their cities and villages. 

24 And Moses gave an inheritance 
also to the tribe of the Gadites, accord¬ 
ing to their families. 25 Their territory 
was Jazer, and all the cities of Gilead, 
and half the land of the Ammonites, to 
Aro'er, which is east of Rabbah, 26 and 
from Heshbon to Ra'math-miz'peh and 
Bet'onim, and from Mahana'im to the 
territory of Debir,* 27 and in the valley 
Bcth-ha'ram, Beth-nim'rah, Succoth, 
and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of 

* CJk Syr Vg: Hcb Lidcbir 
14.6-15: Num 13.6, 30; 14.6, 24, 30. 


Sihon king of Heshbon, having the 
Jordan as a boundary, to tire lower end 
of the Sea of Chm'nereth, eastward be¬ 
yond the Jordan. 28 This is the inherit¬ 
ance of the Gadites according to their 
families, with their cities and villages. 

29 And Moses gave an inheritance to 
the half-tribe of Manas'seh; it 
allotted to the half-tribe of the Manas'- 
sites according to their families. Their 
region extended from .Mahana'im, 
through all Bashan, the whole kingdom 
of Og king of Bashan, and all the towns 
of Ja'ir, which are in Bashan, sixty 
cities, and half Gilead, and Ash'- 
taroih, and Ed're-i, the cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bashan; these were 
allotted to the people of Machir the son 
of Manas'seh for the half of the Maehir- 
ites according to their families. 

32 These arc the inheritances which 
Moses distributed in the plains of 
Moab, beyond the Jordan east of Jeri¬ 
cho. 33 But to the tribe of Levi Moses 
gave no inheritance; tine Loro God of 
Israel is their inheritance, as lie said to 
them. 

'ti yfi And these are the inheritances 
A ■ which the people of Israel re¬ 
ceived in the land of Canaan, which 
Elea'zar the priest, and Joshua the son 
of Nun, and the heads of the fathers’ 
houses of the tribes of the people of 
Israel distributed to them. 2 Their in¬ 
heritance was by lot, as die Lord had 
commanded Moses for the nine and 
one-half tribes. 3 For Moses had given 
an inheritance to the two and one- 
half tribes beyond the Jordan; but to 
the Levites he gave no inheritance 
among them. 4 .For the people of. 
Joseph were two tribes, Manas'seh 
and E'phraim; and no portion was 
given to the Levites in the land, but 
only cities to dwell in, with their pas¬ 
ture lands for their cattle and their sub¬ 
stance. 5 The people of Israel did as the 
Lord commanded Moses, they allotted 
the land. 

6 Then the people of Judah came to 
Joshua at Gilgal; and Caleb the son of 
Jephun'neh the Ken'izrite said to him, 
“You know what the Lord said to 
Moses the man of God in Ka'dcsh- 
bar'nca concerning you and me. 7 1 
was forty years old when Moses the 
servant of the Lord sent me from Ka- 
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desh-bar'nea to spy out the land; and I 
brought him word again as it was in my 
heart. 8 But my brethren who went up 
with me made the heart of the people 
melt; yet I wholly followed the Lord 
my God. y And Moses swore on that 
day , saying, * Surely the land on which 
your foot has trodden shall be an in¬ 
heritance for you and your children for 
ever, because you have wholly followed 
the Lord my God.’ !0 And now, behold, 
the Lord has kept me alive, as he said, 
these forty-five years since the time that 
the Lord spoke this word to Moses, 
while Israel walked in the wilderness; 
and now, lo, I am this day eighty-five 
years old. 11 1 am still as strong to this day 
as I was in the day that Moses sent 
me; my strength now is as my strength 
was then, for war, and for going and 
coming. 12 So now give me this hill 
country of which the Lord spoke on 
that day; for you heard on that day 
how the Anakim were there, with great 
fortified cities: it may be that the Lord 
will be with me, and I shall drive them 
out as the Lord said.” 

13 Then Joshua blessfed him; and he 
gave Hebron to Caleb the son of 
jcphun'neh for an inheritance. 14 So 
Hebron became the inheritance of 
Caleb the son of .lephun'neh the Ken'- 
izzite to this day, because he wholly fol¬ 
lowed the Lord, the God of Israel. 
15 Nov,’ the name of Hebron formerly 
was Kir'iath-ar'ba;' this Arba was the 
greatest man among the Anakim. And 
the land had rest from war. 

C The lot for the tribe of the peo- 
pie of Judah according to their 
families reached southward to the 
boundary of Edom, to the wilderness of 
Zin at the farthest south. 2 And their 
south boundary ran from the end of the 
Salt Sea, from the bay that faces south¬ 
ward; * it goes out southward of the 
ascent of Akrabbim, passes along to 
Zin, and goes up south of Ka'desh-bar'¬ 
nea, along by Hezron, up to Adclar, 
turns about to Karka, 4 passes along to 
Azmon, goes out by the Brook of 
Egypt, and comes to its end at the sea. 
This shall be your south boundary. 
5 Ajnd the east boundary is the Salt Sea, 
to the mouth of the Jordan. And the 
boundary on the north side runs from 
the bay of the sea at the mouth of the 

1 That is The city of Arba 
15.14-10: JudR 1.10-15, 20. 


Jordan; * and the boundary goes up to 
Beth-hoglah, and passes along north of 
Beth-arabah; and the boundary goes up 
to the stone of Bohan the son of Reu¬ 
ben; 1 and the boundary goes up to 
Debit' from the Valley of Achor, and so 
northward, turning toward Gilgal, 
which is opposite the ascent of Adum- 
mim, which is on the south side of the 
valley; and the boundary passes along 
to the waters of En-she'mesh, and ends 
at En-ro gel; 8 then the boundary goes 
up by the valley of the son of Hirmom 
at the southern shoulder of the Jeb 'usite 
(that is- Jerusalem^; and the boundary 
goes up to the top of the mountain that 
lies over against the valley of Hinnom, 
on the west, at the northern end of the 
valley of Reph'aim; 9 then the boundary 
extends from the top of the mountain to 
the spring of the Waters of Nephto'ah, 
and from there to the cities of Mount 
Ephron; then the boundary bends 
round f.o Ba'alah (that is, Kir'.iath-jc'- 
ariml; 10 and the boundary circles west 
of Ba'alah to Mount Se'ir, passes along 
to the northern shoulder of Mount 
Je'arim (that is, Ches'aJon), and goes 
down to Bcth-she'mcsh, and passes 
along by Timnah; ,! the boundary goes 
out to the shoulder of the hill north of 
Ekron, then the boundary bends round 
to Shik'keron, and passes along to 
Mount Ba'alah, and goes out to Jabneel; 
then the boundary' comes to an end at 
the sea. !2 And the west boundary was 
the Great Sea with its coast-line. This 
is the boundary round about the people 
of Judah according to their families. 

13 According to the commandment 
of the Lord to Joshua, he gave to Caleb 
the son of Jcphun'neh a portion among 
the people of Judah, Kir'iath-ar'ba, that 
is, Hebron (Arba was the father of 
Anak). l4 And Caleb drove out from 
there the three sons of Anak, Sheshai 
and Ahi'man and Talmai, the de¬ 
scendants of Anak., !5 And he went up 
from there against the inhabitants of 
Debit; now the name of Debir formerly 
was Kir'iath-se pher. ,6 And Caleb said, 
“Whoever smites Kir'iath-se'pher, and 
takes it, to him will I give Achsah my 
daughter as wife.” 17 And Oth'ni-el the 
son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, 
took it; and he gave him Achsah his 
daughter as wife. 18 When she came to 
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him, she urged him to ask her father for 
a field; and she alighted from her ass, 
and Caleb said to her, “What do you 
wish?” 19 She said to him, “Give me a 
present; since you have set me in the 
land of the Negeb, give me also springs 
of water. 1 "' And Caleb gave her the 
upper springs and the lower springs. 

20 This is the inheritance of the tribe 
of the people of Judah according to their 
families. 21 The cities belonging to the 
tribe of the people of Judah in the ex¬ 
treme South, toward the boundary of 
Edom, were Kabzecl, Eder, Jagur, 
22 Kinah, Dimo'nah, Ada'dali, 23 Kc- 
desh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24 Ziph, Telem, 
Bealoth, 25 Ha'zor-hadat'tah, Ker'i- 
oth-hezron (that is, Hazor), 26 Amam, 
Shcma, Mola'dah, 27 Ha'zar-gad'dah, 
Heshmon, Beth-pelet, 26 Hazar-shu'al, 
Beer-sheba, Bizioriii'ah, 20 Ba'alah, I'- 
im, Ezem, 30 Elto'lad, Chesil, Horimh, 

31 Ziklag, Madman'nab, Sansan'nah, 

32 Leba'orh, Shilhim, A'in, and Rim- 
znon: in all, twenty-nine cities, with 
their villages. 

33 And in the lowland, Esh'ta-ol, 
Zorah, Ashnah, 34 Zano'ah, En-gan'- 
nim, Tap'pu-ah, Enam, 35 Jarmuth, 
Adullam, Socoh, Aze'kah, 36 Sha-ara'- 
im, Aditha'im, Gede'rah, Gedcrotha'- 
im: fourteen cities with their villages. 

37 Zenan, Hadash'ah, Mig'dal-gad, 
38 Di'lean, Mizpeh, Jok'theel, 30 JLa- 
chish, Bozkath, Eglon, 40 Cabbon, Lah- 
mam, Cliitlish, 41 Gede'roth, Beth-da'- 
gon, Na'amah, and Makke'dah: sixteen 
cities with their villages. 

42 Libnah, Ether, Ashan, 43 Iphtah, 
Ashnah, Nezib, 44 Kei 'lah, Achzib, and 
Mare'shah: nine cities with their 
villages. 

45 Ekron, with its towns and its 
villages; 46 from Ekron to the sea, all 
that were by the side of Ashdod, with 
their villages. 

47 Ashdod, its towns and its villages; 
Gaza, its towns and its villages; to the 
Brook of Egypt, and the Great Sea with 
its coast-line. 

48 And in the hill country, Shamir, 
Jattir, Socoh, 49 Dannah, Kir'iath-san- 
nah (that is, Debir), 50 Anab, Esh- 
temoh, Anim, 51 Goshen, Hclon, and 
Giloh: eleven cities with their vil¬ 
lages. 

52 Arab, Dumah, Eshan, 53 Janim, 
Beth-tap'pu-ah, Aphe'kah, 54 Humtah, 
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Kir'iath-ar'b* (that is, Hebron), and 
Zi'or: nine cities with their villages. 

55 Ma'on, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah, 
56 Jczrcel, Jok'de-am, Zano'ah, 57 Kain, 
Gib'e-ah, and Timnah: ten cities with 
their villages. 

58 Halhul, Beth-zur, Gedor, 59 Ma'- 
arath, Beth-anoth, and Ei'tekon: six 
cities with their villages. 

60 Kir'ialh-ba'al (that is, Kir'iath-je'- 
arim), and Rabbah: two cities with their 
villages. 

61 In the wilderness, Beth-arabah, 
Middin, Seca'cah, 1,2 Nibshan, the City 
of Salt, and En-gc'di: six cities with 
their villages. 

63 But the Jcb'usites, the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the people of Judah could 
not drive out; so the Jcb'usites dwell 
with the people of Judah at Jerusalem 
to this day. 

i ZT The allotment of the desccnd- 
JHU ants of Joseph went from the Jor¬ 
dan by Jericho, easr o.f the waters of 
Jericho, into the wilderness, going up 
from Jericho into the hill country to 
Bethel; 2 then going from Bethel to 
Luz, it passes along to At'aroth, the 
territory of the Archites; 3 then it goes 
down westward to the territory of the 
Japh'Ietites, as far as the territory of 
Lower Beth-horon, then to Gezer, and 
it ends at the sea. 

4 The people of Joseph, Manas'sth 
and E'phraim, received their inherit¬ 
ance. 

5 The territory of the E'phraimites by 
their families was as follows: the bound¬ 
ary of their inheritance on the east was 
At'aroth-ad'dar as far as Upper Bcth- 
horon, 6 and the boundary goes thence 
to the sea; on the north is Michme'- 
thath; then on the east the boundary 
turns round toward Ta'anath-shi'loh, 
and passes along beyond it on the east 
to Ja.no'ah, 7 then it goes down from 
Jano'ah to At'aroth and to Na'arah, and 
touches Jericho, ending at the Jordan. 
8 From Tap'pu-ah the boundary goes 
westward to the brook Kanah, and ends 
at the sea. Such is the inheritance of 
the tribe of the E'phraimites by their 
families, 9 together with the towns 
which were set apart for the E'phraim¬ 
ites within the inheritance of the 
Manas'sites, all those towns with their 
villages. 10 However they did not drive 
out the Canaamtes that dwelt in Gezer; 
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so the Canaanitcs have dwelt in the 
midst of E'phraim to this day but have 
become slaves to do forced labour. 

Then allotment was made to the 
A / tribe of Manas'seh* for he was the 
first-born of Joseph. To Machir the 
first-born of Manas'seh, the father of 
Gilead, were allotted Gilead and 
Rashan. because he was a man of war. 
‘And allotments were made to the rest 
of the tribe of Manas'seh, by their 
families, Abi-e'zer, Helek, As'ri-el, 
Shcchcm, Hepber, and Shcmi'da; these 
were the male descendants of Manas'sell 
the son of Joseph, by their families. 

3 Now Zclo'phe-had the son of 
Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, 
son of Manas'seh, had no sons, but only 
daughters; and these are the names of 
his daughters: Mahiah, Noah, lioglab, 
Milcah, and Tirzah. 4 They came before 
Eiea'zar the priest and Joshua the son 
of Nuii and the leaders, and said, “The 
Lord commanded Moses to give us an 
inheritance along with our brethren.” 
So according to the commandment of 
r.hc Lord he gave them an inheritance 
among the brethren of their father. 

5 Thus there fell to Manas'seh ten por¬ 
tions, besides the land of Gilead and 
Rushan, wnich is on the other side of the 
Jordan; 6 because the daughters of 
Manas'seh received an inheritance along 
with his sons. The land of Gilead was 
allotted to the rest of the Manas'sites. 

7 The territory of Manas'seh reached 
from Asher to Michme'thath, which is 
east of Shechem; then the boundary 
goes along southward to the inhabitants 
of En-tap'pu-ah. 8 The land of Tap'pu- 
ah belonged to Manas'seh, but the town 
Tap'pu-ah on the boundary of Ma¬ 
nas'seh belonged to the sons of E'¬ 
phraim. 9 Then the boundary went 
down to the brook Kanah. The cities 
here, to the south of the brook, among 
the cities of Manas'seh, belong to E'¬ 
phraim. Then the boundary of Manas' ¬ 
seh goes on the north side of the brook 
and ends at the sea; 10 the land to the 
south being E phraim’s and that to the 
north being Manas'seh’s, with the sea 
forming its boundary; on the north 
Asher is reached, and on the cast Is'- 
sachar. n AJso in Is'sachar and in Asher 
Manas'seh had Beth-she'an and its 
villages, and Ib'le-am and its villages, 
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and the inhabitants of Dor and its 
villages, and the inhabitants of En-dor 
and its villages, and the inhabitants of 
Ta'amch and ns villages, and the in¬ 
habitants of Mcgid'do and its villages; 
the third is Naphathd *2 Yet the sons of 
Manas'seh could not take possession of 
those cities; but the Canaaniles per¬ 
sisted in dwelling in that land. 13 Rut 
when the people of Israel grew strong, 
they put the Canaanitcs to forced labour, 
and did not utterly drive them out. 

14 And the tribe of Joseph spoke to 
Joshua, saying, “Why have you given 
me but one lot and one portion as an 
inheritance, although I am a numerous 
people, since hitherto the Lord has 
blessed me?” 15 And Joshua said to 
them, “Tf you are a numerous people, 
go up to the forest, and there dear 
ground for yourselves in the land of the 
Per'iz?ites and the Reph'aim, since the 
hill country of E'phraim is too narrow 
for you.” 16 The tribe of Joseph said, 
“The hill country is not enough for us; 
yet ail the Canaanitcs who dwell in the. 
plain have chariots of iron, both those in 
Beth-she'an and its villages and those 
in the Valley of Jezreel.” 11 Then Joshua 
said to the house of Joseph, to E'¬ 
phraim and Manas'seh, “You are a 
numerous people, and have great power; 
you shall not have one lot only, 18 but 
the hill country shall be yours, for 
though it as a forest, yon shall clear it 
and possess it to its farthest borders; for 
you shah drive out the Ganaanites, 
though they have chariots of iron, and 
though they are strong.” 
i © Then the whole congregation of 
AO the people of Israel assembled at 
Shiloh, and set up the tent of meeting 
there; the land lay subdued before 
them. 

2 There remained among the people 
of Israel seven tribes whose inheritance 
had not yet been apportioned. 3 So 
Joshua said to the people of Israel, 
“How long will you be slack to go in and 
take possession of the land, which the 
Lord, the God of your fathers, has 
given you? 4 Provide three men from 
each tribe, and I will send them out that 
they may set out and go' up and down 
the land, writing a description of it with 
a view to their inheritances, and then 
come to me. 5 They shall divide it into 
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seven portions, Judah continuing in his tain that overlooks the valley of the son 
territory on the south, and the house of of Hitmom, which is at the north end of 
Joseph in their territory on the north, the valley of Reph'aim; and it then goes 
,J And you shall describe the land in down the valley of Kinnom, south of the 
seven divisions and bring the descrip- shoulder of the Jehu sites, and down¬ 
turn here to me; and I will cast lots for ward to En-ro'gd: 17 then it bends in a 
you here before the Lori? our God. northerly direction going on to En- 
7 The Levites have no portion among she'mesh, and thence goes to Geliloth, 
you, for the priesthood of the Lord is which is opposite the ascent of Ad urn'- 
their heritage; and Gad and Reuben mim; then it goes down to the Stone of 
and half the tribe of Manas'seh have re- Bohan the son of Reuben; 18 and pass- 
ceived their inheritance beyond the ing on to the north of the shoulder of 
Jordan eastward, which Moses the Beth-arabah' it goes down to the Ara- 
servant of the Loro gave them.'’ bah; ^ then the boundary passes on to 

8 So the men started on their way; the north of the shoulder of Beth-hog- 
and Joshua charged those who went to lah; and the boundary ends at the 
write the description ot ihe land, saying, northern bay of tile Salt Sea, at the 
“Go up and down and write a descrip- south end of the Jordan: this is Ac 
tion of the land, and come again to southern border. 20 The Jordan forms 
me; and I will cast lors for you here be- its boundary on the eastern side. This is 
fore the Loro in Shiloh.” 0 So the men the inheritance of the tribe of Ben- 
went and passed up and down in the jamin, according to its families, bound- 
land and set down in a hook a descrip- ary by boundary round about, 
tion of it by towns in seven divisions; 21 Now the cities of the tribe of 
then they came to Joshua in the camp Benjamin according to their families 
at Shiloh, 10 and Joshua cast lots f *r were Jericho, BeA-hoglah, Emek-ke'- 
them in Shiloh before the I ori? ; and ziz, 22 Bcth-arabah, Zemara'im, Bethel, 
Acre Joshua apportioned the land to the 23 Avvim, Farah, Ophrah, 24 Chephar- 
people of Israel, to each his portion. am 'moo t, Oplmi, Geb.i—twelve cities 

11 The lot of the tribe of Beniamin with their villages: 25 Gibeon, Ramah, 
according to its families came up, and Be-er'oth, 26 Alizpch, Chephi'rah, Mo¬ 
tile territory allotted to it fell between zah, 27 Rekem, Itpeel, Tar'alah, 28 Zela, 
the tribe of Judah and the tribe of Ha-eleph, Jebus™ (that is, Jerusalem), 
Joseph. 12 On the north side Aeir Gib'e-ah* and Kir'iath-ie'arim 0 —four- 
boundary began at the Jordan; then Ac teen cities with their villages. This is the 
boundary goes up to Ae shoulder north inheritance of the tribe of Beniamin 
of Jericho, then up through the hill according to its families, 
country westward; and it ends at the -iQ The second lot came out for 
wilderness of Beth-a'ven. 13 From there JL-^ Simeon, for the tribe of Simeon, 
the boundary passes along southward in according to its families; and its in- 
the direction of Luz, to the shoulder of heritance was in the midst of the in- 
Luz (the same is Bethel), then the heritance of the tribe of Judah. 'And it 
boundary goes down to At aroA-ad'dar, had for its inheritance iV rr-sheba, 
upon Ae mountain that lies south of Sheba, Mola'dah, 3 Hazar-shu'ai, Balah, 
Lower Beth-horon. 14 Then the bound- Ezcm, 4 Elto'lad, Bet.hub Kormah, 
ary goes in another direction, turning on 5 Ziklag, Beth-mar'caboih, f Ja'zar-su'- 
the western side southward from Ae sah, 6 Beth-leba'oth, and Sham'hen— 
mountain that lies to the south, opposite thirteen cities wiA their villages; 7 En- 
Beth-horon, and it ends at Kir'iath-ba'al rim'mon. Ether, and Ashan—four cities 
(that is, Kir'iath-je'arim), a city belong- wiA their villages; 8 together wiA all 
ing to the tribe of Judah. This forms the Ae villages round about Aese cities as 
western side. 15 And the southern side far as Ba'alath-becr, Ramah of the 
begins at the outskirts of Kir iath-je'- Negeb. This was the inheritance of Ae 
arim; and Ae boundary goes from Aere tribe of Simeon according to its fami- 
to Ephron,* to the spring of the Waters lies. 9 The inheritance of the tribe of 
of Nephto'ah; 16 then the boundary Simeon formed part of the territory of 
goes down to the border of the moun- Judah; because the portion of Ae tribe 

1 Cn See 15.9. Heb westward 1 Crk: Heb to the shoulder over ag, the Arob»h 
m Gk Syr Vg: Heb the Jebusite n Hcb Uibeath 0 Gk: Heb Kir 
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of Judah was too large for them, the 
tribe of Simeon obtained an inheritance 
.in the midst of their inheritance. 

10 The third lot came up for the tribe 
of Zeb'ulun, according to its families. 
And the territory of its inheritance 
reached as far as Sarid; 11 then its 
boundary goes up westward, and on to 
Mar'cal, and touches Dabbesheth, then 
the brook which is east of Jok'ne-am; 

from Sand it goes in the other direc¬ 
tion eastward toward the unrise to the 
boundary of Chis'loth-ra'bor; thence it 
goes to Dab’eratb, then up to Janhi'a; 
13 from there it passes along on the cast 
toward the sunrise, to Gath-hepber, to 
Bth-kazin, and going on to Rimmon it 
bends toward Ne ah; 14 then on the 
north the boundary turns about to 
Han'nathon, and it ends at the valley of 
inh’tahel; 15 and Katfatb, Na'halal, 
Shimron, T'daiah, and Bethlehem— 
twelve cities with their villages. 16 This 
is the inheritance of the tribe of Zeb'¬ 
ulun, according to its families—these 
cities with their villages. 

17 The fourth lot came cut for Is'- 
sachar, for the tribe of Is’sachar, accord¬ 
ing to its families. Its territory in¬ 
cluded Jcored, Chesul'loth, Shunem, 

Haph'ara-im, Shion, Anaharath, 
20 Robbith, Kish .ion, F.bcz, 21 Remeth, 
En-gan'nim, En-had'dah, Bcth-paz'- 
zcz; 22 the boundary also touches Tabor, 
Shahazu'mah, and Bcth-shc mesh, and 
its boundary ends at the Jordan—six¬ 
teen cities with their villages. 23 This is 
the inheritance of the tribe of Is'sachar, 
according to its families—the cities with 
their villages. 

24 The fifth Jot came out for the tribe 
of Asher according to its families. 25 Its 
territory included Vlelkath, Mali, Beten, 
Ach'shaph, 26 Allam'melech, Amad, and 
Mishal; on the west it touches Carmel 
and Shihor-lib'nath, 27 then it turns 
eastward, it goes to Rcth-da'gon, and 
touches Zeb'ulun and the valley of 
Iph'tah-el northward to Beth-emek and 
Nei'el; then it continues in the north to 
Cabul, Ebron, Rehob, Ham'mon, 
Kanah, as far as Si don the Great; 
2y then the boundary turns to Ramah, 
reaching to the fortified city of Tyre; 
then the boundary turns to Hosah, and 
it ends at the sea; Mahalab,? Achzib, 
30 Ummah, Aphek and Rehob—twenty- 

p Cn Compare Gk: Heb Mchcbel 
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two cities with their villages. 31 This is 
the inheritance of the tribe of Asher ac¬ 
cording to its families—these cities with 
their villages. 

32 The sixth lot came out for the 
tribe of Naph'tali, for the tribe of 
Naph'tali, according to its families. 
33 And its boundary ran from Heleph, 
from the oak in Za-ananhim, and Ad'- 
ami-nekeb, and Jabneel, as far as Lak- 
kum; and it ended at the Jordan; 34 then 
the boundary turns westward to Az'- 
ooLh-tabor, and goes from there to 
Hukkok, touching Zeb'ulun at the 
south, and Asher on the west, and Ju¬ 
dah on the east at the Jordan. 35 The 
fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Ham- 
math, Rakkath, Chin nereth, 3t, Ad'- 
amah, Ramah, Razor, 37 Kedesh, Ed'- 
re-i, En-hahor, 38 Y iron, Mig 'dal-el, 
Horcm, Beth-anath, and Reth-she'- 
mesh—nineteen cities with their vil¬ 
lages. 3y This is the inheritance of the 
tribe of Naph'tali according to its 
families—the cities with their villages. 

40 The seventh lot came out for the 
tribe of Dan, according to its families. 

41 And the territory of its inheritance in¬ 
cluded Zorah, Esh'ta-ol, Ir-she'mesh, 

42 Sha-alab'bin, Ai'ialon, Ithlah, 43 Hion, 
Tinmah, Ekron, 44 El'tekeh, Gib'- 
bethen, Ba'alath, 45 Jehud, Bene-be'- 
rak, Gath-rim'mon, 46 and Me-iar'kon 
and Rakkon with the territory over 
against Joppa. 47 When the territory of 
the Danites was lost to them, the 
Danites went up and fought against 
Leshem, and after capturing it and put¬ 
ting it to the sword they took possession 
of it and settled in it, calling Leshem, 
Dan, after the name of Dan their 
ancestor. 48 This is the inheritance of 
the tribe of Dan, according to their 
families—these cities with their villages. 

49 When they had finished distrib¬ 
uting the several territories of the land 
as inheritances, the people of Israel gave 
an inheritance among them to Joshua 
the son of Nun. 50 By command of the 
Lord they gave him the city which he 
asked, Tim'nath-se'rah in the hill coun¬ 
try of E'phraim; and he rebuilt the city, 
and settled in it. 

51 These are the inheritances which 
Elca'zar the priest and Joshua the son 
of Nun and the heads of the fathers* 
houses of the tribes of the people of 
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the Lord, at the door of the tent of 
meeting. So they finished dividing the 
land. 

Then the Lord said to Joshua, 

2 “Say to the people of Israel, 
‘Appoint the cities of refuge, of which I 
spoke to you through Moses, 3 that the 
manslayer who kills any person without, 
intent or unwittingly may flee there; 
they shall be for you a refuge from the 
avenger of blood. 4 He shall flee to one. 
of these cities and shall stand at the 
entrance of the gate of the city, and ex¬ 
plain his case to the elders of that city; 
then they shall take him into the city, 
and give him a place, and he shall re¬ 
main with them. 5 And if the avenger of 
blood pursues him, they shall not give 
up the slayer into his hand; because he 
killed his neighbour unwittingly, having 
had no enmity against him in times 
past. ft And he shall remain in that city 
until he has stood before the congrega¬ 
tion for judgment, until the death of 
him who is high priest at the time: then 
the slayer may go again to his own town 
and his own home, to the town from 
which he fled.’ ” 

7 So they set apart Kcdesh in Galilee 
in the hill country of Naph'tali, and 
Shechem in the hill country of E'- 
phraim, and Kir'iath-ar'ba (that is, 
Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 
8 And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, 
they appointed Bezer in the wilderness 
on the tableland, from the tribe of 
Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead, from 
the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan, 
from the tribe of Manas'seh. Q These 
were the cities designated for all the 
people of Israel, and for the stranger so¬ 
journing among them, tliat any one who 
killed a person without intent could 
flee there, so that he might not die by 
the hand of the avenger of blood, till he 
stood before the congregation. 

Then the heads of the fathers’ 
houses of the Levites came to 
Elea'zar the priest and to Joshua the son 
of Nun and to the heads of the fathers’ 
houses of the tribes of the people of 
Israel; 2 and they said to them at Shiloh 
in the land of Canaan, “The Lord com¬ 
manded through Moses that we be 
given cities to dwell in, along with their 
pasture lands for our cattle.” 3 So by 
command of the Lord the people of 

20.2-0: Nuin 35.6-34; Deut 4.41-43; 19.1-13. 21.1-42: 


cities and pasture lands out of their in¬ 
heritance. 

4 The lor came out for the families of 
the Ko'liathites. So those Levites who 
were descendants of Aaron the priest 
.received by lot from the tribes of Ju¬ 
dah, Simeon, anu Beniamin, thirteen 
cities. 

5 And the rest of the Ko'hathites re¬ 
ceived by lot from the families of the 
tribe of E phraim, from the tribe of Dan 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh, ten 
cities. 

6 The Oershonites received by lot 
from the families of the tribe of Is'- 
sachar, from the tribe of Asher, from 
the tribe of Naph'tali, and from the 
half-tribe of Manas'seh in Bashan, thir¬ 
teen cities. 

7 The Mcrar'ites according to their 
families received from the tribe of 
Reuben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe 
of Zeb'uUin, twelve cities. 

8 These cities and their pasture lands 
the people of Israel gave bv lot to the 
Levites, as the Lord had commanded 
through Moses. 

9 Out of the tribe of Judah and the 
tribe of Simeon they gave the following 
cities mentioned by name, 10 which 
went to the descendants of Aaron, one 
of the families of the Ko'hathites who 
belonged to the Levites; since the lot 
fell to them first. 11 They gave them 
Kir'iath-ar'ba (Arba being the father of 
Anak), that is Hebron, in the hill coun¬ 
try of Judah, along with the pasture 
lands round about it . 12 But the fields of 
the city and its villages had been given 
to Caleb the son of Jephun'neh as his 
possession. 

13 And to the descendants of Aaron 
the priest they gave Hebron, the city of 
refuge for the slayer, with its pasture 
lands, Libnah with its pasture lands, 
14 Jattir with its pasture lands, Esh- 
temo'a with its pasture lands, 15 Holon 
with its pasture lands, Debir with its 
pasture lands, 16 A'in with its pasture 
lands, Juttah with its pasture lands, 
Beth-she'mesh with its pasture lands— 
nine cities out of these two tribes; 
17 then out of the tribe of Benjamin, 
Gibeon with its pasture lands, Geba 
with its pasture lands, 18 An'athoth with 
its pasture lands, and Almon with its 
pasture lands—four cities. 19 The cities 
Nura 35.1-8; 1 Chron 6.54-81. 
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of the descendants of Aaron, the priests, 
were in ail thirteen dries with their 
pasture lands. 

2d As to the rest of the Ko'hathites 
belonging to the Ko'hathite families of 
the Levites, the dries allotted to them 
were out of the tribe of B'phraim. - 1 To 
them were given Shechem, the city of 
refuse lor the slayer, with its pasture 
lands in the hill country of Ephraim, 
Gezer with its pasture lands, Kib'za- 
im with its pasture lands, Beth-horon 
with its pasture lands—four cities; 
23 and out of the tribe of Dan, El'rcke 
with its pasture lands, Gib bethon with 
its pasture lands, 24 Ai'jalon with its pas¬ 
ture lands, Gath-rim’mon with its pas¬ 
ture laruL—four dries; ~ s and out of the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, Ta'anach with 
ns pasture lands, and Gath-rim'mon 
with its pasture lands—two cities. 
26 The cities of the families of the rest of 
the Ko'hatbiles were ten in all with 
their pasture lands, 

27 And to the Gershonites, one of the 
families of the I evires, were given out 
of the hair-tribe of Manas seh, Golan in 
Bashan with its pasture lands, the city of 
refuge for the slayer, and Be-esh terah 
with its pasture lands—two cities; :h and 
out of me tribe of Ts'suchar, Kish'-- 
ion with its pasture lands, Dab'erath 
with its pasture lands, 29 Jarmuth with 
its pasture lands, En-gan'nim with its 
pasture lands—four cities; 30 and out of 
the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its pas¬ 
ture lands, Abdon with its pasture 
lands, 35 Hclkath with its pasture lands, 
and Rehob with its pasture lands—four 
cities; 22 and out of the tribe of Naph'- 
tali, Kedcsh in Galilee with its pasture 
lands, the city of refuge for the slayer, 
Ham'moth-dor with its pasrure lands, 
and Kartan with its pasture lands— 
three cities. 33 The cities of the several 
families of the Gershonitcs were in 
all thirteen cities with their pasture 
lands. 

34 And to the rest of the Levites, the 
Merar'ite families, were given out of the 
tribe of Zcb'ulun, Jok'ne-am with its 
pasture lands, Kartah with its pasture 
lands, 35 Dimnah with its pasrure lands, 
Na'halal with its pasture lands—four 
cities; 36 and out of t’ tribe of Reuben, 
Bezer with its pasture lands, Jahaz with 
its pasture lands, 37 Ked'emoth with its 
pasture lands, and Meph'a-ath with its 
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pasture lands—four cities; 38 and out of 
the tribe of Gad, Rarnoth in Gilead with 
its pasture iands, tlie city of refuge for 
the slayer, Mnhana'im with its pasture 
lands, 39 Heshbon with its pasture 
lands, Jazer with irs pasture lands—-four 
cities in all. 40 As for the cities of the 
several Merar'ite families, that is, the 
remainder of the families of the Levites, 
those allotted to them were in all twelve 
cities. 

41 The cities of the Levites in the 
midst of the. possession of the people of 
Israel were in all forty-eight cities with 
their pastuic lands. 42 These cities had 
each iis pasture lands round about it; 
so it was with all these cities. 

43 Thus the Lord gave to Israel all 
the land which he swore to give to their 
fathers; and having taken possession of 
it, they settled there. 44 And the Loud 
gave them rest on every side just as he 
had sworn to their fathers; not one of 
all their enemies had withstood them, 
for the Lord had given all their enemies 
into their hands. 43 Not one of all the 
good promises which the Lord had 
made to the house of Israel had failed; 
all came to pass. 

•TO Then Joshua summoned the 
.4(A) Rcubenkes, and the Gaditcs, and 
the half-tribe of Manas'seh, 2 and said 
to them, “You have kept all that Moses 
the servant of the Lord commanded 
you, and have obeyed my voice in all 
that 1 have commanded you; 3 you 
have not forsaken your brethren these 
many days, down to this day, but have 
been careful to keep the charge of the 
Lord your God. 4 And now the Lord 
your God has given rest to your breth¬ 
ren, as he promised them; therefore 
turn and go to your home in the land 
where your possession lies, which 
Moses the servant of the Lord gave you 
on the other side of the Jordan. 5 Take 
good care to observe the commandment 
and the law which Moses the servant of 
the Lord commanded you, to love the 
Lord your God, and to walk in all his 
ways, and to keep his commandments, 
and to cleave to him, and to serve him 
with all your heart and with all your 
soul.” 6 So Joshua blessed them, and 
sent them away; and they went to their 
homes. 

7 Now to the one half of the tribe of 
Manas'seh Moses had given a posses- 
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sion in Bash an; but to the other half 
Joshua had given a possession beside 
their brethren in the land west of the 
Jordan. And when Joshua sent them 
away 10 their homes and blessed them, 
he said to them, “Go back to your 
homes with much wealth, and with very 
many cattle, with silver, gold, bronze, 
and iron, and with much clothing; 
divide the spoil of your enemies with 
your brethren.” 9 So the Reubenites 
and the Gadites and die half-tribe of 
Manas 'seh returned home, parting from 
the people of Israel at Shiloh, which is 
in the land of Canaan, to go to the land 
m 1* Gilead, their own land of which they 
had possessed themselves by command 
of the Lord through Moses. 

10 And when they came to the region 
about the Jordan, that lies in the land of 
Canaan, the Reubenites and the Gadites 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh built 
there an altar by the Jordan, ati altar of 
great size. 11 And the people of Israel 
heard say, “Behold, the Reubenites and 
the Gadites and the half-tribe of 
Manas'seh have built an altar at the 
frontier of the land of Canaan, in the 
legion about the Jordan, on the side 
that belongs to the people of Israel.” 
!: And when the people of Israel heard 
of ir, the whole assembly of the people 
oi Israel gathered at Shiloh, to make 
war against them. 

13 Then the people of Israel sent to 
the Reubenites and the Gadites and the 
half-tribe of Manas seh, in the land of 
Gilead, Phin'ehas the son of Elca'zar the 
priest, 14 and with him ten chiefs, one 
from each of the tribal families of Israel, 
every one of them the head of a family 
among the clans of Israel. 15 And they 
came to the Reubenites, the Gadites, 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh, in the 
land of Gilead, and they said to them, 
!< * “Thus says the whole congregation 
of the Lord, ‘What is this treachery 
which you have committed against the 
God of Israel in turning away this day 
from following the Lord, by building 
yourselves an altar this day in rebellion 
against the Lord? 17 Have we not had 
enough of the sin at Pe'or from which 
even yet we have not cleansed ourselves, 
and for which there came a plague upon 
the congregation of the Lord, 18 that 
you must turn away this day from fol¬ 
lowing the Lord? And if you rebel 
against the Lord today he will be angry 
R.S.V.- H 


with the whole congregation of Israel 
tomorrow. 10 But now, if your land is 
unclean, pass over into the Lord’s land 
where the Lord’s tabernacle stands, and 
lake for yourselves a possession among 
us; only do not rebel against the Lord, 
or make us as rebels by building your¬ 
selves an altar other than the altar of the 
Lord our God. 20 Did not Achan the 
son of Zerah break faith in the matter of 
the devoted things, and wrath fell upon 
all the congregation of Israel? And he 
did not perish alone for his iniquity.’ ” 

21 Then the Reubenites, the Gadites, 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh said 
in answer to the heads of the families 
of Israel, — “The Mighty One. God, 
the Lord! The Mighty One, God, the 
Lord! He. knows; and let Israel itself 
know! If it was in rebellion or in breach 
of faith toward tire Lord, spare us not 
today 23 for building an altar to turn 
away from following the 1 ord; or if we 
did so to offer burnt offerings or cereal 
offerings or peace offerings on it, may 
the Lord himself take vengeance. 
24 Nay, but we did it from fear that in 
time to come your children might say to 
our children, ‘What have you to do with 
the Lord, the God of Israel? 25 For the 
Lord has made the Jordan a boundary 
between us and you, you Reubenites 
and Gadites; you have no portion in the 
Lord.’ So your children might make 
our children cease to worship the Lord. 
26 Therefore we said, ‘Let us now build 
an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for 
sacrifice, 27 but to be a witness between 
us and you, and between the generations 
after us, that we do perform the service 
of the Lord in his presence with our 
burnt offerings and sacrifices and peace 
offerings; lest your children say ro our 
children in time to come, “You have no 
portion in the Lord.” * - 8 And we 
thought, If this should be said to us or 
to our descendants in time to come, we 
should say, ‘Behold the copy of the 
altar of the Lord, which our fathers 
made, not for burnt offerings, nor for 
sacrifice, but to be a witness between us 
and you.’ 29 Far be it from us that we 
should rebel against the Lord, and turn 
away this day from following the Lord 
by building an altar for burnt offering, 
cereal offering, or sacrifice, other than 
the altar of the Lord our God that 
stands before his tabernacle!” 

30 When Phin ehas the priest and the 



JOSHUA 22 210 Joshuas charge to Israel 


chiefs of the congregation, the heads of 
the families of Israel who were with 
him, heard the words that the Reu- 
betiites and the Gadites and the Manas 
sites spoke, it pleased them well. 31 And 
Phin'ehas the son of Elea'zar die priest 
said to the Reubenites and the Gadites 
and the Manas'sites, ‘‘Today we know 
that the Lord is in the midst of us, be¬ 
cause you have not committed this 
treachery against the Lord; now you 
ha^e saved the people of Israel from the 
hand of the Lord.” 

32 Then Phin'ehas the son of Flea'zar 
the priest, and the chiefs, returned from 
the Reubenites and the Gadites in the 
land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to 
the people of Israel, and brought back 
word to them. 33 And the report pleased 
the people of Israel; and the people of 
Israel blessed God and spoke no more 
of making war against them, to destroy 
the land where the Reubenites and the 
Gadites were settled. 34 The Reubenites 
and the Gadites called the altar Wit¬ 
ness; “For,’* said they, “it is a witness 
between us that the Lord is God.” 

A long time afterward, when the 
Lord had given rest to Israel 
from all their enemies round about, and 
Joshua was old and well advanced in 
years, 2 Joshua summoned all Israel, 
their elders and heads, their iudges and 
officers, and said to them, “I am now 
old and well advanced in years; 3 and 
you have seen all that the Lord your 
God has done to all these nations for 
your sake, for it is the Lord your God 
who has fought for you. 4 Behold, I have 
allotted to you as an inheritance for your 
tribes those nations that remain, along 
with all the nations that I have already 
cut off, from the Jordan to the Great 
Sea in the west. 5 The Lord your God 
will push them back before you, and 
drive them out of your sight; and you 
shall possess their land, as the Lord 
your God promised you. 6 Therefore be 
very steadfast to keep and do all that is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, 
turning aside from it neither to the right 
hand nor to the left, 7 that you may not 
be mixed with these nations left here 
among you, or make mention of the 
names of their gods, or swear by them, 
or serve them, or bow down yourselves 
to them, 8 but cleave to the Lord your 
God as you have done to this day. 9 For 
the Lord has driven out before you 


great and strong nations; and as for you, 
no man has been able to withstand you 
to this day. Iu One man of you puts to 
flight a thousand, since it is the Lord 
your God who fights for you, as he 
promised you. 11 Take good heed to 
yourselves, therefore, to love the Lord 
your God. 12 For if you Turn back, and 
join the remnant of these nations left 
here among you, and make marriages 
with tlicm, so that you marry their 
women and they yours, 13 know as¬ 
suredly that the Lord your God will 
not continue to drive out these nations 
before you; but they shall be a snare and 
a trap for you, a scourge on your sides, 
and thorns in your eyes, till you perish 
from off this good land which the Lord 
your God has given you. 

14 “And now I am about to go the 
way of all the earth, and you know in 
your hearts and souls, all of you, that 
not one tiling has failed of all the 
good things which the Lord your God 
promised concerning you; all have come 
to pass for you, not one of them has 
failed. 15 But just as all the good things 
which the Lord your God promised 
concerning you have been fulfilled for 
you, so the Lord w ill bring upon you all 
the evil things, until he have destroyed 
you from off this good land which the 
Lord your God has given you, 16 if you 
transgress the covenant of the Lord your 
God, which he commanded you, and go 
and serve other gods and bow down to 
them. Then the anger of the Lord will 
be kindled against you, and you shall 
perish quickly from off the good land 
which he has given to you.” 

Then Joshua gathered all the 
tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 
summoned the elders, the heads, the 
judges, and the officers of Israel; and 
they presented themselves before God. 
2 And Joshua said to all the people, 
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
‘Your fathers lived of old beyond the 
Eu-phra'tes, Terah, the father of Abra¬ 
ham and of Nahor; and they served 
other gods. 3 Then I took your father 
Abraham from beyond the River and 
led him through all the land of Canaan, 
and made his offspring many. I gave 
him Isaac; 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob 
and Esau. And I gave Esau the hill 
country of Se'ir to possess, but Jacob 
and his children went down to Egypt. 
5 And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I 
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plagued Egypt with what I did in the 
midst of it; and afterwards I brought 
you out. 6 Then I brought your fathers 
our of Egypt, and you came to the sea; 
and the Egyptians pursued your fathers 
with chariors and horsemen to the Red 
Sea. 7 And when they cried to the Lord, 
he put darkness between you and the 
Egyptians, and made the sea come upon 
them and cover them; and your eyes 
saw what 1 did to Egypt; and you lived 
in the wilderness a long time. 8 Then 1 
brought you to the land of the Amorites, 
who lived on the other side of the Ior¬ 
dan; they fought with you, and I gave 
them into your hand, and you took 
possession of their land, and I destroyed 
them before you. 9 Then Balak the son 
of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and 
fought against Israel; and he sent and 
invited Balaam the son of Be'or to curse 
you, 10 but I would not listen to Balaam; 
therefore he blessed you; so I delivered 
you out of his hand. 11 And you went 
over the Jordan and came to Jericho, 
and the men of Jericho fought against 
you, and also the Amorites, the Per'iz- 
zites, the Canaanites, the Hittitcs, the 
Gir'gashites, the Hivites, and the jeb'- 
usites; and I gave them into your hand. 
l2 And I sent the hornet before you, 
which drove them out before you, the 
two kings of the Amorites; it was not by 
your sword or by your bow. 13 I gave 
you a land on which you had not 
laboured, and cities which you had not 
built, and you dwell therein; you eat the 
fruit of vineyards and oliveyards which 
you did not plant.* 

14 “Now therefore fear the Lord, and 
serve him in sincerity and in faithful¬ 
ness ; put away the gods which your fa¬ 
thers served beyond die River, and in 
Egypt, and serve the Lord. I5 And if you 
be unwilling to serve the Lord, choose 
this day whom you will serve, whether 
the gods your fathers served in the re¬ 
gion beyond the River, or the gods of 
the Amorites in whose land you dwell; 
but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.** 

16 Then the people answered, “Far 
be it from us that we should forsake the 
Lord, to serve other gods; 17 for it is die 
Lord our God who brought us and our 
fathers up from the land of Egypt, out 
of the house of bondage, and who did 
those great signs in our sight, and pre- 
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served us in all the way that we went, 
and among all the peoples through 
whom we passed; 18 and the Lord drove 
out before us all the peoples, the 
Amorites who lived in the land; there¬ 
fore we also will serve the Lord, for he 
is our God.** 

19 But Joshua said to the people, 
“You cannot serve the Lord; for he is 
a holy God; he is a jealous God; he will 
not forgive your transgressions or your 
sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and 
serve foreign gods, then he will turn and 
do you harm, and consume you, after 
having done you good.** 2 iAnd the 
people said to Joshua, “Nay; but we will 
serve the Lord.'* 22 Then Joshua said to 
the people, “You are witnesses against 
yourselves that you have chosen the 
Lord, to serve him.” And they said, 
“We are witnesses.” 23 He said, “Then 
put away the foreign gods which are 
among you, and incline your heart to the 
Lord, the God of Israel/* 24 And the 
people said to Joshua, “The Lord our 
God we will serve, and his voice we will 
obey/* 25 So Joshua made a covenant 
with the people that day, and made 
statutes and ordinances for them at 
Shechem. 2(1 And Joshua wrote these 
words in the book of the law of God; 
and he took a great stone, and set it up 
there under the oak in the sanctuary of 
the Lord. 27 And Joshua said to all the 
people, “Behold, this stone shall be a 
witness against us; for it has heard all 
the words of the Lord which he spoke 
to us; therefore it shall be a witness 
against you, lest you deal falsely with 
your God.” 28 So Joshua sent the people 
away, every man to his inheritance. 

29 After these things Joshua the son 
of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, 
being a hundred and ten years old. 
30 And they buried him in his own in¬ 
heritance at Tim'nath-se'rah, which is 
in the hill country of E'phruim, north of 
the mountain of Ga ash. 

31 And Israel served the Lord all 
the days of Joshua, and all the days of 
the elders who outlived Joshua and had 
known all the work which the Lord did 
for Israel. 

32 The bones of Joseph which the 
people of Israel brought up from Egypt 
were buried at Shechem, in the portion 
of ground which Jacob bought from the 
sons of Hamor the father of Shechem 
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for a hundred pieces of moneys it 
became an inheritance of the descend¬ 
ants of Joseph. 

33 And Llea'zar the son of Aaron 


died; and they buried him at Gib'e-ah, 
the town of Phin'ehas his son, which 
had been given him in the hill country 
of E'phraim. 


THE BOOK OF 



1 After the death of Joshua the peo¬ 
ple of Israel inquired of the Lord, 
“Who shall go up first for us against the 
Canaanites, to fight against them? 1 ’ 

2 The Lord said, “Judah shall go up; 
behold, I have given the land into his 
hand.” 3And Judah said to Simeon his 
brother, “Conic up with me into the 
territory allotted to me, that we may 
fight against the Canaanites; and I like¬ 
wise will go with you into the territory 
allotted to you.” So Simeon went with 
him. 4 Then Judah went up and the 
Lord gave the Canaanites and the Pcr'- 
izzites into their hand; and they de¬ 
feated ter* thousand of them at Bezek. 
5 They came upon Ado'ni-be'zek at 
Bezek, and fought against him, and de¬ 
feated the Canaanites and the Per'iz- 
zites. ^Ado'ni-be'zek fled; but they 
pursued him, and caught him, and cut 
off bis thumbs and his great toes. TAnd 
Ado'ni-be'zek said, “Seventy kings 
with their thumbs and their great toes 
cut off used to pick up scraps under my 
table; as I have done, so God has re¬ 
quited me.” And they brought him to 
Jerusalem, and he died there. 

8 And the men of Judah fought 
against Jerusalem, and took it, and 
smote it with the edge of the sword, and 
set the city on fire. 9 And afterward the 
men of Judah went down to fight against 
the Canaanites who dwelt in the hill 
country, in the Negeb, and in the low¬ 
land. 10 And Judah went against the 
Canaanites who dwelt in Hebron (now 
the name of Hebron was formerly Kir'- 
iath-ar'ba); and they defeated Sheshai 
and Ahi'man and Taknai. 


11 From there they went against the 
inhabitants of Dcbir. The name of 
Oebir was formerly Kir'iath-sc'phcr. 
i2 And Caleb said, “He who attacks 
Kir'iath-se'pher and takes it, I will give 
him Achsah my daughter as wife.” 
1? And Oih'm-ei the son of Keuaz, 
Caleb’s younger brother, took it; and 
he gave him Achsah his daughter as 
wife. 14 When she came to him, she 
urged him to ask her father for a field; 
and she alighted from her ass, and Caleb 
said to her, “What do you wish?” 15 She 
said to him, “Give me a present; since 
you have set me in the land of the 
Negeb, give me also springs of water.” 
And Caleb gave her the upper springs 
and the lower springs. 

16 And the descendants of the Ken'- 
ite, Moses’ father-in-law, went up with 
the people of Judah from the city of 
palms into the wilderness of Judah, 
which lies in the Negeb near Arad ; and 
they went and settled with the people. 
17 And Judah went with Simeon his 
brother, and they defeated tire Canaan¬ 
ites who inhabited Zephath, and utterly 
destroyed it. So the name of the city was 
called Hormah. 18 Judah also took Gaza 
with its territory, and Ash'kelon with its 
territory, and Ekron with its territory. 
lv And the Lord was with Judah, and he 
took possession of the hill country, but 
he could not drive out the inhabitants of 
the plain, because they had chariots of 
iron. 20 And Hebron was given to Caleb, 
as Moses had said; and he drove out 
from it the three sons of Anak. 21 But 
the people of Benjamin did not drive 
out the Jeb'usites who dwelt in Jeru- 
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Ganaanitcs in slavery 
salcm; so the Jeb'usites have ‘welt with 
the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem to 
this day. 

22 The house of Joseph also went up 
against Bethel; and the Lord was with 
them. 23 And the house of Joseph sent to 
spy out Bethel. (Now the name of the 
city was formerly Luz.) 34 And the spies 
saw a man coming out of the city, and 
they said to him, “Pray, show us the 
way into the city, and we will deal kind¬ 
ly with you/' 25 And he showed them the 
way into the city; and they smote the 
city with the edge of the sword, but they 
let the man and all his family go. 26 And 
the man went to die land of the Hittites 
and built a city, and called its name 
Luz; that is its name to this day. 

27 Manas'sch did not drive out the 
inhabitants of Beth-she'an and its vil¬ 
lages, or Ta'anach and its villages, or 
the inhabitants of Dor and its villages, 
or the inhabitants of Ible-am and its 
villages, or the inhabitants of Megid'do 
and its villages; but the Ganaanitcs per¬ 
sisted in dwelling in that land. 2 * When 
Israel grew strong, they put the Ca- 
naanites to forced labour, but did not 
utterly drive them out. 

29 And E phraim did not drive out 
the Ganaanitcs who dwelt in Gezer; but 
the Ganaanitcs dwelt in Gezer among 
them. 

30 Zcb'ulun did not drive out the 
inhabitants of Kitron, or the inhabitants 
of Na'halol; but the Ganaanitcs dwelt 
among them, and became subject to 
forced labour. 

31 Asher did not drive out the in¬ 
habitants of Acco, or the inhabitants of 
Sidon, or of Ahlab, or of Achzib, or of 
Hdbah, or of Apliik, or of Rehob; 
32 but the Asherit.es dwelt among the 
Ganaanitcs, the inhabitants of the land; 
tor they did not drive them out. 

33 Naph'tali did not drive out the 
inhabitants of Beth-she'mesh, or the 
inhabitants of Beth-anath, but dwelt 
among the Canaanites, the inhabitants 
of the land; nevertheless the inhabitants 
of Beth-she'mesh and of Beth-anath be¬ 
came subject to forced labour for them. 

34 The Amorites pressed the Danitcs 
back into the hill country, for they did 
not allow them to come down to the 
plain; 35 the Amorites persisted in 
dwelling in Har-heres, in Ai'jalon, and 


JUDGES 2 

in Sha-aTbim, but the hand of the houst 
of Joseph rested heavily upon them, and 
they became subject to forced labour. 
36 And the border of the Amorites ran 
from die ascent of Akrab'bim, from 
Sela and upward. 

Now the angel of the Lord went 
up from Gilgal to Bochina. And he 
said, “I brought you up from Egypt, 
and brought you into die land which I 
swore to give to your fathers. I said, 1 
will never break my covenant with you. 
2 and you shall make no covenant with 
the inhabitants of this land; you shall 
break down then altars/ But you have 
not obeyed my command. What is this 
you have done? 3 So now I say, I will 
not drive diem out before you; but they 
shall become adversaries'* to you, and 
their gods shall be a snare to you.” 
4 When die angel of the Lord spoke 
these words to all the people of Israel, 
the people lifted up inch* voices and 
wept. 5 And they called the name of that 
place Bochim; & and they sacrificed 
there to the Lord. 

6 When Joshua dismissed the people, 
the people of Israel went each to his 
inheritance to take possession of die 
land. 7 And the people served the Lord 
all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders who outlived Joshua, who 
had seen all the great work which the 
Lord had done for Israel. 8 And Joshua 
the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord. 
died at the age of one hundred and ten 
years. 9 And they buried him within the 
bounds of his inheritance in Tim'nrth- 
he'res, in the lull country of E'pkrsim, 
north of the mountain of Ga'ash. ,!, And 
all that generation also were gathered to 
their fathers; and there arose .mother 
generation after their, who did not 
know the Lord or the work which he 
had done for Israel. 

11 And the people of Israel did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord and 
served the Ba'als; 12 and they forsook 
the LoRd, the God of their fathers, who 
had brought them out of the land of 
Egypt; they went after other gods, from 
among the gods of the peoples who were 
round about them, and bowed down to 
them; and they provoked the Lord to 
anger. 13 They forsook the Lord, and 
served the Ba'als and the Ash'taroth. 
14 So the anger of die Lord was kindled 
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1.117-28: josh 17.11-13. J.29: Josh 16.10. Josh 24.28-31. 
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against Israel, and he gave them over to 
plunderers, who plundered them; and 
he sold them into the power of their 
enemies round about, so that they could 
no longer withstand their enemies. 
55 Whenever they marched out, the 
hand of the Lord was against them lor 
evil, as the Lord had warned, and as the 
Lord had sworn to them; and they were 
in sore straits. 

16 Then the Lord raised up judges, 
who saved them out of the power of 
those who plundered them. 17 And yet 
they did not listen to their judges; for 
they played the harlot after other gods 
and bowed down to them; they soon 
turned aside from the way in which 
their fathers had walked, who had 
obeyed the commandments of the 
Lord, and they did not do so. ,8 When¬ 
ever the Lord raised up judges for 
them, the Lord was with the judge, and 
be saved them from the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge; for the 
Lord was moved to pity by their groan¬ 
ing because of those who afflicted and 
oppressed them. 14 But whenever the 
judge died, they turned back and be¬ 
haved worse than their fathers, going 
alter other gods, serving them and bow¬ 
ing down to them; they did not drop 
any of their practices or their stubborn 
ways. 20 So the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel; and he said, “Be¬ 
cause this people have transgressed my 
covenant which I commanded their 
fathers, and have not obeyed my voice, 
21 I will not henceforth drive out before 
them any of the nations that Joshua left 
when he died, 22 that by them I may 
test Israel, whether they will take care 
to walk in the way of the Lord as their 
fathers did, or not.” 25 So the Lord left 
those nations, not driving them out at 
once, and he did not give them into the 
power of Joshua. 

3 Now f these are the nations which 
the Lord left, to test Israel by 
them, that is, all in Israel who had no 
experience of any war in Canaan; 2 it 
was only that the generations of the 
people of Israel might know war, that he 
might teach war to such at least as had 
not known it before. 3 These are the 
nations: the five lords of the Philistines, 
and all the Canaanites, and the Sido'- 
nians, and the Hivites who dwelt on 
Mount Lebanon, from Mount Ba'al- 
hermon as far as the entrance of 


Israel forsakes the Lord 
Hamath. 4 They were for the testing of 
Israel, to know whether Israel would 
obey the commandments of the Lord, 
which he coxnmanded their fathers by 
Moses. 5 So the people of Israel dwelt 
among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amoritcs, the Per'izzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jeb'usites; 6 and they took their 
daughters to themselves for wives, and 
their own daughters they gave to their 
sons; and they served their gods. 

7 And the people of Israel did what 
was evil in tire sight of the Lord, for¬ 
getting the Lord their God, and serving 
the Ba'als and the Ashe'roth. 8 There¬ 
fore the anger of the Lord w r as kindled 
against Israel, and he sold them into the 
hand of Cu'shan-rishatha'im king of 
Mesopotamia; and the people of Israel 
served Cu'shan-rishatha'im eight years. 
9 But vrhen the people of Israel cried to 
the Lord, the Lord raised up a de¬ 
liverer lor the people of Israel, who de¬ 
livered them, Oth'ni-el the son of 
Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. 10 The 
Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and 
he judged Israel; he went out to war, 
and the Lord gave Cu'shan-rishatha'¬ 
im king of Mesopota'mia into his hand; 
and his hand prevailed over Cu'shan- 
rishatha'im. 11 So the land had rest 
forty years. Then Oth'ni-el the son of 
Kenaz died. 

12 And the people of Israel again did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord ; 
and the Lord strengthened Eglon the 
king of Moab against Israel, because 
they had done what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord. 13 He gathered to himself 
the Ammonites and the Amal'ekites, 
and went and defeated Israel; and they 
took possession of the city of palms. 
14 And the people of Israel served Eglon 
the king of Moab eighteen years. 

15 But when the people of Israel 
cried to the Lord, the Lord raised up 
for them a deliverer, Ehud, the son of 
Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed 
man. The people of Israel sent tribute 
by him to Eglon the king of Moab. 
16 And Ehud made for himself a sword 
with two edges, a cubit in length; and 
he girded it on his right thigh under 
his clothes. 17 And he presented the 
tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now 
Eglon was a very fat man. 18 And 
when Ehud had finished presenting 
the tribute, he sent away the people 
that carried the tribute. 19 But he 
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himself turned back at the sculptured 
stones near Gilgal, and said, i have a 
secret message for you, O king.” And he 
commanded, “Silence.” .And all his at¬ 
tendants went out from his presence. 
- : 'ATid Ehud came to him, as he was 
sitting alone in his cool roof chamber. 
And Ehud said, “I have a message from 
God for you.” And he arose from his 
seat. 21 And Ehud reached with his left 
hand, took the sword from his right 
thigh, and thrust it into his belly; 22 and 
the liilt also went in after the blade, and 
the fat closed oyer the blade, for he did 
not draw the sword out of his belly; and 
the dirt came out. 23 Then Ehud went 
out into the vestibule/ and dosed the 
doors of the roof chamber upon him, 
and locked them. 

24 When he had gone, the servants 
came; and when they saw that the doors 
of the roof chamber were locked, they 
thought, “He is only relieving himself 
in the closet of the cool chamber.” 
25 And they waited till they were utterly 
at a loss; but when he still did not open 
the doors of the roof chamber, they took 
the key and opened them; and there lay 
their lord dead on the floor. 

26 Ehud escaped while they delayed, 
and passed beyond the sculptured 
stones, and escaped to Se-i'rah. 27 When 
he arrived, he sounded the trumpet in 
the hill country of E'phraim; and the 
people of Israel went down with him 
from the hill country, having him at 
their head. 28 And he said to them, 
“Follow after me; for the Lord has 
given your enemies the Moabites into 
your hand.” So they went down after 
him, and seized the fords of the Jordan 
against the Moabites, and allowed not a 
man to pass over. 29 And they killed at 
that time about ten thousand of the 
Moabites, all strong, able-bodied men; 
not a man escaped. 30 So Moab was 
subdued that day under the hand of 
Israel. And the land had rest for eighty 
years. 

31 After him was Shamgar the son of 
Anath, who killed six hundred of the 
Philistines with an oxgoad; and he too 
delivered Israel. 

And the people of Israel again did 
what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, after Ehud died. 2 And the Lord 
sold them into the hand of Jabin king 
of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 

c The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown 


commander of his army was Sis'era, 
who dwelt in Haro'sheth-ha-goiim. 

3 Then the people of Israel cried to the 
Lord for help; for he had nine hundred 
chariots of iron, and oppressed the 
people of Israel cruelly for twenty 
years. 

4 Now Deb'orah, a prophetess, the 
wife of Lap'pidoth, was judging Israel 
at that time. 5 She used to sit under the 
palm of Deb'orah between Ramah and 
Bethel in the hill country of E'phraim; 
and the people of Israel came up to her 
for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned 
Barak the son of Abin'o-am from 
Kedesh in Naph'tali, and said to him, 
“The Lord, the God of Israel, com¬ 
mands you, ‘Go, gather your men at 
Alount Tabor, taking ten thousand 
from the tribe of Naph'tali and the tribe 
of Zcb'ulun. 7 And 1 will draw out 
Sis'era, the general of Jabin’s army, to 
meet you by the river Kishon with his 
chariots and his troops; and 1 will give 
him into your hand. 1 ” 8 Barak said to 
her, “If you will go with me, I will go; 
but if you will not go with me, I will not 
go.” 9 And she said, “I will surely go 
with you; nevertheless, the road on 
which you are going will not lead to 
your glory, for the Lord will sell Sis'era 
into the hand of a woman.” Then Deb'- 
orah arose, and went with Barak to 
Kedesh. i0 And Barak summoned Zeb'~ 
ulun and Naph'tali to Kedesh; and ten 
thousand men went up at has heels; 
and Deb'orah went up with him. 

11 Now Heber the Ken'ite had sep¬ 
arated from the Ken'ites, the descend¬ 
ants of Hobab the father-in-law of 
Moses, and had pitched his tent as far 
away as the oak in Za-anan'nim, which 
is near Kedesh. 

12 When Sis'era was told that Barak 
the son of Abin'o-am had gone up to 
Mount Tabor, 13 Sis'era called out all 
his chariots, nine hundred chariots of 
iron, and all the men who were with 
him, from Haro'sheth-ha-goiim to the 
river Kishon. 14 And Deb'orah said to 
Barak, “Up! For this is the day in 
which the Lord has given Sis'era into 
your hand. Does not the Lord go out 
before you?” So Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor with ten thousand men 
following him. 15 And the Lord routed 
Sis'era and all his chariots and all his 
army before Barak at the edge of the 
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sword; and Sis'era alighted from his when thou didst march from the 

chariot and fled away on foot. lo And region of Edom, 

Barak pursued the chariots and the the earth trembled, 
army to Haro'sheth-ha-goiim, and all and the heavens dropped, 

the army of Sis "era fell by the edge of yea, the clouds dropped water, 

the sword; not a man was left. 5 The mountains quaked before the 

17 But Sis'era f-cd away on foot to Lord, 

the tent of Ja'el, the wife of Hebcr the yon Sinai before the Lord, the 

Ken'ite; for there was peace between God of Israel. 

Jabm the king of I la?.or and the house 

of llcber the Ken'ite. 18 And ja'el came 6 “In the days of Sham gar, son of 

out to meet Sis'era, and said to him, Anath, 

“Turn aside, my lord, turn aside to me; in the days of Ja'el, caravans ceased 

have no fear/’ So he turned aside to her and travellers kept to the byways, 

into the tent, and she covered him with 7 The peasantry ceased in Israel, they 
a rug. l9 And he said to her, “Pray, give ceased 

me a little water to drink; for I am until you arose, Deb'orah, 

thirsty.” So she opened a skin of milk arose as a mother in Israel,, 

and gave him a drink and covered him. 8 When new gods were chosen, 

20 And he said to her, “Stand at the door then war was in the gates, 

of the tent, and if any .man conies and Was shield or spear to be seen 
asks you, ‘Is any one here?’ say. No.” among forty thousand in Israel? 

21 But Ja el the wife of Hebcr took a tent 9 My heart goes out to the commanders 

peg, and took a hammer in her hand, of Israel 

and went softly to him and drove the who offered themselves willingly 

peg into his temple, till it went down among the people, 

into the ground, as he was lying fast Bless the Lord. 

asleep from weariness.. So he died. 

22 And behold, as Barak pursued Sis'era, 10 “Teh of it, you who ride on tawny 

Ja'el went out to meet him, and said to asses, 

him, “Come, and I will show you the you who sit on rich carpets® 

man w*hom you are seeking.” So he and you who walk by the way. 

went in to her tent; and there lay Sis'era 11 To the sound of musicians® at the 
dead, with the tent peg in his temple. watering places, 

23 So on that day God subdued there they repeat the triumphs of 

Jabin the king of Canaan before the the Lord, 

people of Israel. 24 And the hand of the the triumphs of his peasantry in 
people of Israel bore harder and harder Israel, 

on Jabin the king of Canaan, until they 

destroyed Jabin king of Canaan. “Then down to the gates marched 

5 Then sang Deb'orah and Barak the the people of the Lord. 

son of Abin'o-am on that day: 

2 “That the leaders took the lead in 12 “Awake, awake, Deb'orah! 

Israel, Awake, awake, utter a song! 

that the people offered themselves Arise, Barak, lead away your captives, 
willingly, O son of Abin'o-am. 

bless* the Lord! 13 Then down marched the remnant of 

the noble; 

3 “Hear, O kings; give ear, O princes; the people of the Lord marched 
to the Lord I will sing, down for him/ against the 

I will make melody to the Lord, mighty, 

the God of Israel. 14 From E phraim they set out thither* 

into the valley/ 

4 “Lord, when thou didst go forth following you, Benjamin, with your 
from Se'ir, kinsmen; 

* Or You who offered yourselves willingly among the people , blest 
* The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
3 Gk: Heb me x Cn: Heb From Ephraim their root 
9 Gk: Heb in Amalek 
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from Machir marched down the 
commanders, 

and from Zeb'ulun those who bear 
the marshal's staff; 

£5. the princes of Is'sachar came with 
Deb'orah, 

and Is'sachar faithful to Barak; 
into the valley they rushed forth at 
his heels. 

Among the clans of Reuben 

there were great searchings of 
heart. 

*6 Why did you tarry among the sheep- 
folds, 

to hear the piping for the flocks? 
Among the clans of Reuben 

there were great searchings of 
heart. 

*7 Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan; 
and Dan, why did he abide with 
the ships? 

Asher sat still at the coast of the sea, 
settling down by his landings. 

is Zeb'ulun is a people that jeoparded 
their lives to die death; 

Naph'tali too, on the heights of 
the field. 

W “The kings came, they fought; 

then fought the kings of Canaan, 
at Ta'anach, by the waters of 
Megiddo; 

they got no spoils of silver. 

20 From heaven fought, the stars, 

from their courses they fought 
against Sis'era. 

2X The torrent Kishon swept them 
away, 

the onrushing torrent, the torrent 
Kishon. 

March on, my soul, with might! 

22 ‘“Then loud beat the horses’ hoofs 

with the galloping, galloping of his 
steeds. 

23 “Curse Meroz, says the angel of the 

Lord, 

curse bitterly its inhabitants, 
because they came not to the help 
of the Lord, 

to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 

24 “Most blessed of women be Ja'el, 

the wife of Hebcr the Ken'ite, 
of tent-dwelling women most 
blessed. 

^ Ok Compare Tg: Hcb exclaimed 5.31: Rev 1.16. 


25 He asked water and she gave him 

milk, 

she brought him curds in a lordly 
bowl. 

26 She put her hand to the tent peg 

and her right hand to the work¬ 
men’s mallet; 
she struck Sis'era a blow, 
she crushed his head, 
she shattered and pierced his 
temple. 

27 He sank, he fell, 

he lay still at her feet; 
at her feet he sank, he fell ; 

where he sank, there he fell dead. 

28 “Out of the window she peered, 

the mother of Sis'era gazed* 
through the lattice: 

*Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
Why tarry the hoolbeats of his 
chariots?’ 

20 Her wisest ladies make answer, 
nay, she gives answer to herself, 
30*Are they not hading and dividing 
the spoil?— 

A maiden or two for every man; 
spoil of dyed stuffs for Sis'era, 

spoil of dyed stuffs embroidered, 
two pieces of dyed work em¬ 
broidered for my neck as spoil?’ 

31 “So perish all thine enemies, 

O Lord ! 

But thy friends be like the sun as 
he rises in his might.” 

And the land had rest for forty years. 
The people of Israel did wh’i was 
evil in the sight of the Lord; and 
the Lord gave them into the hand of 
Mid'ian seven years. 2 And the hand of 
Mid'ian prevailed over Israel; and be¬ 
cause of Mid'ian the people 02 Israel 
made for themselves the den? which are 
in the mountains, and the eaves and the 
strongholds. 3 For whenev er the Israel¬ 
ites put in seed the Mid i mites and the 
Amal'ekites and the people of the East 
would come up and attack them; 4 they 
would encamp against them and destroy 
the produce of the land, as far as the 
neighbourhood of Gaza, and leave no 
sustenance in Israel, and no sheep or ox 
or ass. 5 For they would come up with 
their cattle and their tents, coming like 
locusts for number; both they and their 
camels could not be counted; so that 
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they wasted the land as they came in. 

6 And Israel was brought very low be¬ 
cause of Mid'ian; and the people of 
Israel cried for help to the Lord. 

7 When the people of Israel cried to 
the Lord on account of the Mid'- 
ianites, R the Lord sent a prophet to the 
people of Israel; and he said to them, 
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 
I led you up from Egypt, and brought 
you out of the house of bondage; 9 and I 
delivered you from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and from the hand of all who 
oppressed you, and drove them out be¬ 
fore you, and gave you their land; 10 and 
I said to you, ‘I am the Lord your God; 
you shall not pay reverence to the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you 
dwell.’ But you have not given heed to 
my voice.” 

11 Now the angel of the Lord came 
and sat under the oak at Ophrah, which 
belonged to Jo'ash the Abiez'rite, as his 
son Gideon was beating out wheat in 
the wine press, to hide it from the 
Mid'ianites. 12 And the angel of the 
Lord appeared to him and said to him, 
“The Lord is with you, you mighty 
man of valour.” 13 And Gideon said to 
him, “Pray, sir, if the Lord is with us, 
why then has all this befallen us? And 
where are all his wonderful deeds which 
our fathers recounted to us, saying, 
‘Did not the Lord bring us up from 
Egypt?’ But now the Lord has cast us 
off, and given us into the hand of Mid'- 
ian.” ,4 And the Lord turned to him and 
said, “Go in this might of yours and 
deliver Israel from the hand of Mid'ian; 
do not I send you?” 15 And he said to 
him, “Pray, Lord, how can I deliver 
Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in 
Manas'seh, and I am the least in my 
family.” l6 And the Lord said to him, 
“But I will be with you, and you shall 
smite the Mid'ianites as one man.” 
17 And he said to him, “If now I have 
found favour with thee, then show me a 
sign that it is thou who speakest with 
me. 1S Do not depart from here, I pray 
thee, until I come to thee, and bring out 
my present, and set it before thee.” And 
he said, “I will stay till you return.” 

19 So Gideon went into his house and 
prepared a kid, and unleavened cakes 
from an ephah of flour; the meat he put 
in a basket, and the broth he put in a 
pot, and brought them to him under the 
oak and presented them. 2( ?And the 


angel of God said to him, “Take the 
meat and the unleavened cakes, and put 
them on this rock, and pour the broth 
over them.” And he did so. 21 Then the 
angel of the Lord reached out the tip of 
the staff that was in his hand, and 
touched the meat and the unleavened 
cakes; and there sprang up fire from the 
rock and consumed the flesh and the 
unleavened cakes; and the angel of the 
Lord vanished from his sight. 22 Then 
Gideon perceived that he was the angel 
of the Lord; and Gideon said, “Alas, O 
Lord God! For now I have seen the 
angel of the Lord face to face.” 23 But 
the Lord said to him, “Peace be to you; 
do not fear, you shall not die.” 24 Then 
Gideon built an altar there to the Lord, 
and called it, The Lord is peace. To 
this day it still stands at Ophrah, which 
belongs to the Abiez'rites. 

25 That night the Lord said to him, 
“Take your father’s bull, the second 
bull seven years old, and pull down the 
altar of Ba'al which your father has, and 
cut down the Ashe'rah that is beside it; 
26 and build an altar to the Lord your 
God on the top of the stronghold here, 
with stones laid in due order; then take 
the second bull, and offer it as a burnt 
offering with the wood of the Ashe'rah 
which you shall cut down.” 27 So 
Gideon took ten men of his servants, 
and did as the Lord had told him; but 
because he was too afraid of his family 
and the men of the town to do it by day, 
he did it by night. 

28 When the men of the town rose 
early in the morning, behold, the altar 
of Ba'al was broken down, and the 
Ashe'rah beside it was cut down, and 
the second bull was offered upon the 
altar which had been built. 29 And they 
said to one another, “Who has done 
this thing?” And after they had made 
search and inquired, they said, “Gideon 
the son of Jo'ash has done this thing.” 
30 Then the men of the town said to 
Jo'ash, “Bring out your son, that he 
may die, for he has pulled down the 
altar of Ba'al and cut down the Ashe'rah 
beside it.” 31 But Jo'ash said to all who 
were arrayed against him, “Will you 
contend for Ba'al? Or will you defend 
his cause? Whoever contends for him 
shall be put to death by morning. If he 
is a god, let him contend for himself, 
because his altar has been pulled 
down.” 32 Therefore on that day he was 
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called Jerubba'al, that is to say, “Let 
Ba'al contend against him,*’ because he 
pulled down his altar. 

33 Then all the Mid3unites and the 
Anial ekxtes and the people of the East 
came together, and crossing the Jordan 
they encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. 
j* But the Spirit of the Lord look pos¬ 
session of Gideon; and he sounded the 
trumpet, and the Abies rites were called 
out to follow him, 35 And he sent mes¬ 
sengers throughout all Manas''seh; and 
they too were called out to follow him. 
And he sent messengers to Asher, 
Zeb'ulun, and Naph'tali; and they went 
up to meet them. 

36 Then Gideon said to God, “If 
thou wilt deliver Israel by my hand, as 
thou hast said, 37 behold, I am laying a 
fleece of wool on the threshing floor ; if 
there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is 
dry on all the ground, then 1 shall know 
that thou wilt deliver Israel by my hand, 
as thou hast said, 7 ’ 3S And it was so. 
When he rose early next morning and 
squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough 
dew from the fleece to till a bowl with 
water. 30 Then Gideon said to God, 
“Let not thy anger burn against me, let 
me speak but this once; pray, let me 
make trial only this once with the fleece; 
pray, let it be dry only on the fleece, and 
on all the ground let there be dew. 77 
40 And God did so that night; for it was 
dry on the fleece only, and on all the 
fround there was dew. 

Then Jerubba'al (that is, Gideon) 
arid all the people who were with 
him rose early and encamped beside the 
spi*ing of Harod; and the camp of Mid'- 
ian was north of them, by the lull of 
Moreh, in the valley. 

2 The Lord said to Gideon, ‘'The 
people with you are too many for me to 
give the Mid'ianites into their hand, lest 
Israel vaunt themselves against me, say¬ 
ing, ‘My own hand has delivered me.* 
3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of 
the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful 
and trembling, let him return home/ 77 
And Gideon tested them; 1 twenty-two 
thousand returned, and ten thousand 
remained. 

4 And the Lord said to Gideon, 
“The people are still too many; take 
them down to the water and I will test 
them for you there; and he of whom I 
say to you, ‘This man shall go with 

* Cn: Heb and depart from Mount Gilead 2 Cn: Hcb 


you,* shall go with you; and any of 
whom I say to you, ‘This man shall not 
go with you/ shall not go. 77 5 So he 
brought the people down to the water; 
and the Lord said to Gideon, “Every 
one that laps the water with his tongue, 
as a dog laps, you shall set by himself; 
likewise every one that kneels down to 
drink/ 7 6 And the number of those that 
lapped, putting their hands to their 
mouths, was three hundred men; but 
all tiie rest of the people knelt down to 
drink water. 7 And tire Lord said to 
Gideon, “With the three hundred men 
that lapped I will deliver you, aud give 
the Mid'ianites into your hand; and let 
all the others go every man to his 
home/ 7 8 So he took the jars of the 
people from their hands/ and their 
trumpets; and he sent all the rest of 
Israel every man to his tent, but re¬ 
tained the three hundred men; and the 
camp of Mid Ian was below him in the 
valley. 

9 That same night the Lord said to 
him, “Arise, go down against the camp; 
for I have given it into your hand. 

But if you fear to go down, go down 
to the camp with Purah your servant; 
11 and you shall hear what they say, and 
afterward your hands shall be strength¬ 
ened to go down against the camp/ 7 
Then he went down with Purah his 
servant to the outposts of the armed 
men that were in the camp. 12 And me 
Mid'ianites and the Amal'ekites and 
the people of the East lay along ifte 
valley like locusts for multitude; :rid 
their camels were without number, as 
the sand which is upon the seashom (or 
multitude. 13 When Gideon came, be¬ 
hold, a man was telling a dreun to his 
comrade; and he said, “flehoid, I 
dreamed a dream; and le a cake of 
barley bread tumbled into die camp of 
Mid Jan, and came to ne tent, and 
struck it so that it fell and turned it 
upside down, so that tin rent lay flat/ 7 
14 And his comrade answered, “This is 
no other than the sword of Gideon the 
son of Jo'ash, a man of Israel; into his 
hand God has given Mid'ian and all the 
host.” 

15 When Gideon heard the telling of 
the dream and its interpretation, he wor¬ 
shipped; and he returned to the camp 
of Israel, and said, “Arise; for the 
Lord has given the host of Mid'ian into 

■ people took provisions m their hands 



JUDGES 7 220 Defeat of Midi an 


your hand.” ^And he divided the three 
hundred men into three companies, and 
put trumpets into the hands of all of 
them and empty jars, with torches in¬ 
side the jars. 17 And he said to them, 
“Look at me, and do likewise; when 1 
come to rbe outskirts of the camp, do as 
I do. 18 When 1 blow the trumpet, 1 and 
all who arc with me, then Mow the 
trumpets also on every side of alt the 
camp, and shout, ‘For the Lord and for 
Gideon. 5 ” 

19 So Gideon and the hundred men 
who were with him came to the out¬ 
skirts of the camp at the beginning of 
the middle watch, when they had just 
set the watch; and they blew the 
trumpets and smashed the jars that 
were in their hands. 20 And the three 
companies blew the trumpets and broke 
the jars, holding in their left hands the 
torches, and in their right hands the 
trumpets to blow; and they cried, “A 
sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” 
21 They stood every man in his place 
round about the camp, and all the army 
ran; they cried out and fled. 22 When 
they blew the three hundred trumpets, 
the Lord set every man’s sword against 
his fellow and against all the army; and 
the army fled as far as Beth-shit'tah to¬ 
ward Zcr'erah,* as far as the border of 
A bcl-meho'iah, by Tabbath. 23 And the 
men of Israel were called out from 
Naph'tali and from Asher and from all 
Manas'seh, and they pursued after 
Mid'iun. 

24 And Gideon sent messengers 
throughout all the hill country of E'ph- 
raim, saving, “Come down against 
the Mid'ianites and seize the waters 
against them, as far as Beth-bar'ah, and 
also the Jordan.” So all the men of 
E'phraim were called out, and they 
seized the waters as far as Beth-bar'ah, 
and also the Jordan. 25 And they took the 
two princes of Mid'ian, Orcb and 
Zeeb; they killed Orcb at the rock of 
Orcb, and Zeeb they killed at the wine 
press of Zeeb, as they pursued Mid'ian; 
and they brought the heads of Orcb and 
Zeeb to Gideon beyond the Jordan. 

8 And the men of E'phraim said to 
him, “What is this that you have 
done to us, not to call us when you 
went to fight with Mid'ian?” And they 
upbraided him violently. 2 And he said 
to them, “What have I done now in 

* Another reading is Zcredah 


comparison with you? Is not the glean¬ 
ing of the grapes of E'phraim better 
than the vintage of Abi-e'zer? 3 God has 
given into your hands the princes of 
Mid'ian, Orcb and Zeeb; what have I 
been able to do in comparison with 
you?” Then their anger against him was 
abated, when he had said this. 

4 And Gideon came to the Jordan 
and passed over, he and the three 
hundred men who were with him, faint 
yet pursuing. 5 So he said to the men of 
Succoth, “Pray, give loaves of bread to 
the people who follow me; for they are 
faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah 
and Zalmun'na, the kings of Mid'ian.” 
6 And the officials of Succoth said, “Are 
Zebah and Zalmun'na already in your 
hand, that we should give bread to your 
army?” 7 And Gideon said, “Well then, 
when the Lord has given Zebah and 
Zalmun'na into my hand, 1 will flail 
your flesh with the thorns of the wilder¬ 
ness and with briers.” 8 And from there 
he went up to Penu'el, and spoke to 
them in the same way; and the men of 
Penu'el answered him as the men of 
Succoth had answered. y And he said to 
the men of Penu'el, “When l come 
again in peace, I will break down this 
tower.’* 

10 Now Zebah and Zalmun'na were 
in Kaikor with their army, about fifteen 
thousand men, all who were left of all 
the army of the people of the East; for 
there had fallen a hundred and twenty 
thousand men who drew the sword. 
11 And Gideon went up by the caravan 
route east of Nobah and Jog'behah, and 
attacked the army; for the army was off 
its guard. i2 And Zebah and Zalmun'na 
fled; and he pursued them and took the 
two kings of Mid'ian, Zebah and Zal¬ 
mun'na, and he threw all the army into 
a panic. 

13 Then Gideon the son of Jo'ash 
returned from the battle by the ascent 
of Heres. 14 And he caught a young man 
of Succoth, and questioned him; and he 
wrote down for him the officials and 
elders of Succoth, seventy-seven men. 
15 And he came to the men of Succoth, 
and said, “Behold Zebah and Zalmun'¬ 
na, about whom you taunted me, say¬ 
ing, ‘Are Zebah and Zalmun'na already 
in your hand, that wc should give bread 
to your men who are faint?’ ” 16 And he 
took the elders of the city and he took 
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thorns of the wilderness and briers and 
with them taught the men of Suceoth. 

1 7 And he broke down the tower of 
Penu'cl, and slew the men of the city. 

18 Then he said to Ze'oah and Zal- 
mun'na, “Where are the men whom you 
slew at Tabor?’ 31 They answered, “As 
you arc, so were they, every one of 
them; they resembled the sons of a 
king.” ly And he said, “They were my 
brothers, the sons of my mother; as the 
Loro lives, if you had saved them alive, 
I would not slay you.” 20 And he said to 
Jether his first-born, “Rise, and slay 
them.” But the youth did not draw his 
sword; for he was afraid, because he 
was still a youth. 21 Then Zebah and 
Zalmun'na said, “Rise yourself, and fall 
upon us; for as the man is, so is his 
strength.” And Gideon arose and slew 
Zebah and Zalmun'na; and he took the 
crescents that were on the necks of their 
camels. 

22 Then the men of Israel said to 
Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your 
son and your grandson also; for you 
have delivered us out of the hand of 
M Id dan.” 23 Gideon said to them, “I 
will not rule over you, and my son will 
not rule over you; the Lord will rule 
over you.” 24 And Gjdcon said to them, 
“Let me make a request of you; give me 
every man of you the earrings of his 
spoil.” (For they had golden earrings, 
because they were Ish'mnelitcs.) 25 And 
they answered, “We will willingly give 
them.” And they spread a garment, and 
every man cast in it the earrings of his 
spoil. 2t >And the weight of the golden 
earrings that he requested was one 
thousand seven hundred shekels of 
gold; besides the crescents and the 
pendants and the purple garments worn 
by the kings of Mid'ian, anti besides the 
collars that were about the necks of their 
camels. 27 And Gideon made an ephod 
of it and pm it in his city, in Ophrah; 
and all Israel played the harlot after it 
there, and it became a snare to Gideon 
anti to his family. 28 So Mid 'ian was 
subdued before the people of Israel, and 
they lifted up their heads no more. And 
the land had rest forty years in the days 
of Gideon. 

29 Jerubba'al the son of Jo'ash went 
and dwelt in his own house. 30 Now 
Gideon had seventy sons, his own off¬ 
spring, for he had many wives. 3) And 
his concubine who was in Shecbem also 


bore him a son, and he called his name 
Abim'elcch. 32 And Gideon the son of 
Jo'ash died in a good old age, and was 
buried in the tomb of Jo'ash iris father, 
at Ophrah of the Abiez'rites. 

33 As soon as Gideon died, the people 
of Israel turned again and played the 
harlot after the Ba'als, and made Ba ai- 
be'rith their god. HAnd the people of 
Israel did not remember the Lord their 
God, who had rescued them from the 
hand of ail their enemies on every side; 
3* and they did not show kindness to the 
family of Jerubba'al (that is, Gideon) in. 
return for ail the good that he had done 
to Israel. 

9 Now Abim'elcch the son of Jerub¬ 
ba'al went to Shcchcm to his moth¬ 
er’s kinsmen and said to them and to 
the whole clan of his mother’s family, 
2 “Say in the ears of all the citizens of 
Shcchcm, ‘Which is better for you, that 
all seventy of the sons of Jerubba'al rule 
over you, or that one rule over you?’ 
Remember also that I am your bone and 
your flesh.” 3 And his mother’s kinsmen 
spoke all these words on his behalf in 
the ears of all the men of Shcchcm; and 
their hearts inclined to follow AbinV- 
ekeh, for they said, “He is our brother.” 
4 And they gave him seventy pieces of 
silver out of the house of Ba'al-bc'rith 
with which Abim elcch hired worthless 
and reckless fellows, who followed him. 
5 And he went to his father’s house at 
Ophrah, and slew his brothers the sens 
of jerubba'al, seventy men, upon one 
stone; but Jot ham the youngest S'«n of 
jerubba'al was left, for he hid hin^eJf. 
°And all the citizens of Sheehan came 
together, and all Beth-millo, and they 
went and made AbinTelech kin;:;, by the 
oak of the pillar at Shechem. 

7 When it was told to jot ham, he 
went and stood on the top »*f Mount 
Ger izim, and cried aloud and said to 
them, “Listen to me, you men of 
Shechem, that God mav listen to you. 

8 The trees once went forth to anoint a 
king over them; and fliey said to the 
olive tree, ‘Reign over us.’ i} But the 
olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my 
fatness, by which gods and men are 
honoured, and go m sway over the trees?’ 
10 And the trees said to the fig tree, 
‘Come you, and reign over us.’ But 
the fig tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave 
my sweetness and my good fruit, and go 
to sway over the frees?’ J2 And the trees 
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said to the vine, ‘Come you, and reign 
over us/ 13 But the vine, said to them, 
‘Shall I leave my wine which cheers 
gods and men, and go to sway over the 
trees?’ 14 Then all the trees said to the 
bramble, ‘Come you, and reign over us/ 
ls And the bramble said to the trees, ‘If 
in good faith you are anointing me king 
over you, then come and take refuge in 
my shade; but if not, let fire come out of 
the bramble and devour the cedars of 
Lebanon/ 

16 “Now therefore, if you acted in 
good faith and honour when you made 
Abim'elech king, and if you have dealt 
well with Jerubba'al and his house, and 
have done to him as his deeds de¬ 
served— 17 for my father fought for 
you, and risked his life, and rescued you 
from the hand of Mid'ian; * 8 and you 
have risen up against my father’s house 
this day, and have slain his sons, seventy 
men on one stone, and have made 
Abim'elech, the son of his maidservant, 
king over the citizens of Shechem, be¬ 
cause he is your kinsman— 39 if you 
then have acted in good faith and honour 
with Jerubba'al and with his house this 
day, then rejoice in Abim’elech, and let 
him also rejoice in you; 20 but if not, let 
fire come out from Abim'elech, and 
devour tac citizens of Shechem, and 
Bcth-millo; and let fire come out from 
the citizens of Shechem, and from 
Beth-milio, and devour Abim'elech.” 
21 And Jotham ran away and fled, and 
went to Beer and dwelt there, for fear of 
Abim'elech his brother. 

22 Abim'elech ruled over Israel three 
years. 23 And God sent an evil spirit be¬ 
tween Abim'elech and the men of 
Shechem; and the men of Shechem 
dealt treacherously with Abim'elech; 
24 that the violence done to the seventy 
sons of Jerubba'al might come and their 
blood be laid upon Abim'elech their 
brother, who slew them, and upon the 
men of Shechem, who strengthened his 
hands to slay his brothers. 25 And the 
men of Shechem put men in ambush 
against him on the mountain tops, and 
they robbed all who passed by them 
along that way; and it was told Abim'¬ 
elech. 

26 And Ga'al the son of Ebed moved 
into Shechem with his kinsmen; and 
the men of Shechem put confidence in 
him. 27 And they went out into the field, 

* Gk: Hcb and he said m Cn Sec 9.41. Ileb Tormah 


and gathered the grapes from their 
vineyards and trod them, and held 
festival, and went into the house of their 
god, and ate and drank and reviled 
Abim'elech. 28 And Ga'al the son of 
Ebed said, “Who is Abim'elech, and 
who are we of Shechem, that we should 
serve him? Did not the son of Jerubba'al 
and Zebul his officer serve the men of 
Hamor the father of Shechem? Why 
then should we serve him? 2s) Would 
that this people were under my hand! 
then 1 would remove Abim'elech, I 
would say* to Abim'elech, ‘Increase 
your army, and come out/ ” 

30 When Zebul the ruler of the city 
heard the words of Ga'al the son of 
Ebed, his anger was kindled. 31 And he 
sent messengers to Abim'elech at Aru'- 
mah, n * saying, “Behold, Ga'al the son of 
Ebed and his kinsmen have come to 
Shechem, and they are stirring up” the 
city against you. 32 Now therefore, go 
by night, you and the men that are with 
you, and lie in wait in the fields. 33 Then 
in the morning, as soon as the sun is up, 
rise early and rush upon the ciry; and 
when he and the men that are with him 
come out against you, you may do to 
them as occasion offers.” 

34 And Abim'elech and all the men 
that were with him rose up by night, 
and laid wait against Shechem in four 
companies. 3 $And Ga'al the son of Ebed 
went out and stood in the entrance of 
the gate of the city; and Abim'elech and 
the men that were with him rose from 
the ambush. 36 And when Ga'al saw the 
men, he said to Zebul, “Look, men are 
coming down from the mountain tops!” 
And Zebul said to him, “You see the 
shadow of the mountains as if they were 
men.” 37 Ga’al spoke again and said, 
“Look, men are coming down from the 
centre of the land, and one company is 
coming from the direction of the Di¬ 
viners’ Oak.” 38 Then Zebul said to 
him, “Where is your mouth now, you 
who said, ‘Who is Abim'elech, that we 
should serve him?’ Are not these the 
men whom you despised? Go out now 
and fight with them.” 30 And Ga'al went 
out at the head of the men of Shechem, 
and fought with Abim'elech. 40 And 
Abim'elech chased him, and he fled 
before him; and many fell wounded, up 
to the entrance of the gate. 41 And 
Abim'elech dwelt at Aru'mah; and 

Cn: Hcb besieging 



Death of Abimclech 
Zetrul drove out Ga'ai and his kinsmen, 
fo that they could not live on at 
Shechem. 

42 On the following day the men 
went out into the fields. And Abim'¬ 
elech was told. He took his men and 
divided them into three companies, and 
laid wait in the fields; and he looked and 
saw the men coming out of the city, and 
he rose against them and slew them. 
^Abim'elech and the company 1 ' that 
was with him rushed forward and stood 
at the entrance of the gate of the city, 
while the two companies rushed upon 
all who were in the fields and slew them. 
45 And Abim'elech fought against the 
city all that day; he took the city, and 
killed the people that were in it; and he 
razed the city and sowed it with salt. 

46 When all the people of the Tower 
of Shechem heard of it, they entered the 
stronghold of the house of El-be'rith. 
4 'Abim'elech was told that all the people 
or the Tower of Shechem were gathered 
together. 48 And Abim'elech went up to 
Mount Zalmon, he and all the men that 
were with him; and Abim'elech took an 
axe in his hand, and cut down a bundle 
of brushwood, and took it up and laid it 
on his shoulder. And he said to the men 
that were with him, “What you have 
seen me do, make haste to do, as I have 
done.” 49 So every one of the people cut 
down his bundle and following Abim'- 
elech put it against the stronghold, and 
they set the stronghold on fire over 
them, so that all the people of the 
Tower of Shechem also died, about a 
thousand men and women. 

50 Then Abim'elech went to Thebez, 
and encamped against Thebez, and took 
it. 51 But there was a strong tower within 
the city, and all the people of the city 
fled to it, all the men and women, and 
shut themselves in; and they went to the 
roof of the tower. 52 And Abim'elech 
came to the tower, and fought against 
it, and drew near to the door of the 
tower to bum it with fire. 53 And a cer¬ 
tain woman threw an upper millstone 
upon Abim'elech^ head, and crushed 
his skull. 54 Then he called hastily to the 
young man his armour-bearer, and said 
to him, “Draw your sword and kill me, 
lest men say of me, ‘A woman killed 
him.* ** And his young man thrust him 
through, and he died. 55 And when the 
men of Israel saw that Abim'elech was 
° Vg and some Mss of Gk: Heb companies 
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dead, they departed every man to his 
home. 56 Thus God requited the crime 
of Abim'elech, which he committed 
against his father in killing his seventy 
brothers; 57 and God also made all the 
wickedness of the men of Shechem fall 
back upon their heads, and upon them 
came the curse of Jotham the son of 
Jcmbba'al. 

i A After Abim'elech there arose to 
iv deliver Israel Tola the son of 
Pu'ah, son of Dodo, a man of Is'sachar; 
and he lived at Shamir in the hill coun¬ 
try of E'phraim. "And he judged Israel 
twenty-three years. Then he died, and 
was buried ar Shamir. 

3 After him arose Ja'ir the Gileadite, 
who judged Israel twenty-two years. 
4 And lie had tliirty sons who rode on 
thirty asses; and they had thirty cities, 
called Havvoth-ia'ir to this day, which 
arc in the land of Gilead. 5 And Ja'ir 
died, and was buried in Kamon. 

6 And the people of Israel again did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and served the Ba'als and the Ash'- 
taroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of 
Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the 
Ammonites, and the gods of the 
Philistines; and they forsook the Lord, 
and did not serve him. 7 And the anger 
of the Lord was kindled against Israel, 
and he sold them into the hand of the 
Philistines and into the hand of the 
Ammonites, 8 and they crushed and 
oppressed the children of Israel that 
year. For eighteen years they oppressed 
all the people of Israel that were beyond 
the Jordan in the land of the Anionics, 
which is in Gilead. 9 And the Am¬ 
monites crossed the Jordan to fight also 
against Judah and against Beniamin and 
against the house of E'phraim; so that 
Israel was sorely distressed. 

10 And the people of Israel cried to 
the Lord, saying, “We have sinned 
against thee, because we have forsaken 
our God and have served the Ba'als.” 

11 And the Lord said to the people of 
Israel, “Did I not deliver you from the 
Egyptians and from die Amorites, from 
the Ammonites and from the Philistines? 

12 The Sido'nians also, and the Amal- 
ckites, and the Ma'onites, oppressed 
you; and you cried to me, and I de¬ 
livered you out of their hand. 13 Yet you 
have forsaken me and served other 
gods; therefore I will deliver you no 
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more. 14 Go and cry to the pods whom 
you have chosen; let them deliver you 
in the time of your distress.” 15 And the 
people of Israel said to the Lord, “We 
have sinned; do to ur whatever seems 
good to thee; only deliver us, we pray 
thee, this day.” l() So they put away the 
foreign gods from among them and 
served the Lord; and he became .in¬ 
dignant over the misery of Israel. 

17 Then the Ammonites were called 
to arms, and they encamped in Gilead; 
and the people of Israel came together, 
and they encamped at Mizpah. ‘ <s And 
the people, the leaders of Gilead, said 
one to another, “Who is the man that 
will begin to fight against the Am¬ 
monites? Fie shall be head over ail the 
inhabitants of Gilead.” 

n Now Jcphthah the Gileadite 
was a mighty warrior, but he was 
the son of a harlot. Gilead was the fa¬ 
ther of Jcphthah. 2 And Gilead’s wife 
also bore him sons; and when his wife’s 
sons grew up, they thrust jcphthah out, 
and said to him, “You shall not inherit 
in our father’s house; for you are the 
son of another woman.” 3 Then Jeph- 
tVuh fled from his brothers, and dwelt 
in tlie land of Tob; and worthless fel¬ 
lows collected round Jcphthah, and 
went raiding with him. 

•I After a time the Ammonites made 
war against Israel. 5 And when the Am¬ 
monites made war against Israel, the 
elders of Gilead went to bring Jcph¬ 
thah from the land of Tob; 6 and they 
said to Jcphthah, “Come and be our 
leader, that we may fight with the Am¬ 
monites.” 7 But Jephthah said to the 
elders of Gilead, “Did you not hate me, 
and drive me out of my father’s house? 
Why have you come to me now when 
you are in trouble?” 8 And the ciders of 
Gilead said to Jephthah, “That is why 
we have turned to you now, that you 
may go with us and fight with the Am¬ 
monites, and be our head over all the in¬ 
habitants of Gilead.” 9 Jephthah said to 
the elders of Gilead, “If you bring me 
home again to fight with The Ammon¬ 
ites, and the Lord gives them over to 
me, I will be your head.” 10 And the 
ciders of Gilead said to Jephthah, 
“The Lord will be witness between us; 
we will surely do as you say.” 11 So 
Jephthah went with the elders of Gil¬ 
ead, and the people made him head and 
leader over them; and Jephthah spoke 


all his words before the Lord at Miz- 
pah. 

12 Then Jcphthah sent messengers to 
the king of the Ammonites and said, 
“What have you against me, that you 
have come to me to fight against my 
land?” 13 And the king of the Ammon¬ 
ites answered the messengers of jeph¬ 
thah, “Because Israel on coming from 
Egypt took away my land, from the 
Arnon to the ] abb ok and to the Iordan; 
now therefore restore it peaceably.” 
14 And Jephthah sent messengers again 
to the king of the Anmorufes LS and 
said to him, “Thus says jephthah: Is¬ 
rael did not take away the land oi Moab 
or the land of the Ammonites, lu but 
when they came up from Egypt, Israel 
went through the wilderness to the Red 
Sea and came to Kadesh. 17 Israel then 
sent messengers to the king of Edom, 
saying, ‘Let us pass, we pray, through 
your land'; but the king of Edom would 
not listen. And they sent also to the king 
oi Moab, but he would not consent. So 
Israel remained at Kadesh. 18 Then 
they journeyed through the wilderness, 
and went around the land of Edom and 
the land of Moab, and arrived on the 
east side of the land of Moab, and 
camped on the other side of the Arnon; 
but they did not enter the territory of 
Moab, for the Arnon was the boundary 
of Aloab. 19 Israel then sent messengers 
to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of 
Heshbon; and Israel said to him, ‘Let us 
pass, we pray, through your land to our 
country.’ 20 But Sihon did not trust 
Israel to pass through his territory; so 
Sihon gathered all his people together, 
and encamped at Jahaz, and fought with 
Israel. 21 And the Lord, the God of 
Israel, gave Sihon and all his people into 
the hand of Israel, and they defeated 
them; so Israel took possession of all the 
land of the Amorites, who inhabited 
that country. 2: And they took possession 
of all the territory of the Amorites from 
the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the 
wilderness to the Jordan. 23 So then the 
Lord, the God of Israel, dispossessed 
the Amorites from before his people 
Israel; and are you to take possession of 
them? 24 Will you not possess what 
Chemosh your god gives you to possess? 
And all that the Lord our God has dis¬ 
possessed before us, we will possess. 
25 Now are you any better than Balak 
the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he 
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ever strive against Israel, or did he ever 
go to war with them? 20 While Israel 
dwelt in Heshbon and its villages, and 
in Aro'er and its villages, and m ail the 
cities that are on the banks of the 
Atnon, three hundred years, why did 
you not recover them within that time? 

27 I therefore have not sinned against 
you, and you do me wrong by making- 
war on me; the L.OR3\ the Judge, decide 
this day between the people of Israel 
and the people of Ammon.” 2i$ But the 
king of the Ammonites did not heed the 
message of Jephthah which he sent to 
him. 

29 Then the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon Jephthah, and he passed through 
Gilead and Manas seh, and passed on to 
Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of 
Gilead he passed on to the Ammonites. 
3(1 And Jephthah made a vow to the 
Lord, and said, “If thou wilt give the 
Ammonites into my hand, 3i then who¬ 
ever comes forth from the doors of my 
house to meet me, when I retum vic¬ 
torious from the Ammonites, shall be 
the Lord’s, and I will offer him up for a 
burnt offering.” 32 So Jephthah crossed 
over to the Ammonites to fight against 
them; and the Lord gave them into his 
hand. 33 And he smote them from Aro'er 
to the neighbourhood of Minnith, 
twenty cities, and as far as Abel-kera- 
mim, with a very great slaughter. So 
the Ammonites were subdued before 
the people of Israel, 

34 Then Jephthah came to his home 
at Mizpah; and behold, his daughter 
came out to meet him with timbrels and 
with dances; she was his only child; 
beside her he had neither son nor 
daughter. 35 And when he saw her, he 
rent his clothes, and said, “Alas, my 
daughter! you have brought me very 
low, and you have become the cause of 
great trouble to me; for I have opened 
my mouth to the Lord, and I cannot 
take back my vow.” 36 And she said to 
him, “My father, if you have opened 
your mouth to the Lord, do to me ac¬ 
cording to what has gone forth from 
your mouth, now that the Lord has 
avenged you on your enemies, on the 
Ammonites.” 37 And she said to her 
father, “Let this thing be done for me; 
let me alone two months, that I may go 
and wander** on the mountains, and be¬ 
wail my virginity, I and my compan- 

** Cn: Htb go down 9 Gk: Heb in the cities rf Gilead 


ions.” 3R And he said, “Go.” And he 
sent her away for two months; and she 
departed, she and her companions, and 
bewailed her virginity upon the moun¬ 
tains. 3y And at the end of two months, 
she returned to her father, who did with 
her according to his vow which he had 
made. She had never known a man. 
And it became a custom in Israel 40 that 
the daughters of Israel 'vent year by 
year to lament the daughter of Jephthah 
the Gileadite four days in the year. 

“g ^ The men of E'phraim were 
XJmf called to arms, and they crossed 
to Zaphon and said to Jephthah, “Why 
did you cross over Vo fight against the 
Ammonites, and did not call us to go 
with you? We will burn your house over 
you with fire.” 2 And Jephthah said to 
them, “I and my people had a great feud 
with the Ammonites; and when I called 
you, you did not deliver me from their 
hand. 3 And when 1 saw that you would 
not deliver me, I took my life in my 
hand, and crossed over against the Am¬ 
monites, and the Lord gave them into 
my hand; why then have you come up 
to me this day, to fight against me?” 

4 Then Jephthah gathered all the men 
of Gilead and fought with E'phraim; 
and the men of Gilead smote E'phraim, 
because they said, “You arc fugitives of 
E'phraim, you Gileadites, in the midst 
of E'phraim and Manas'seh.” 5 And the 
Gileadites took the fords of the Jordan 
against the E'phraimites. And when any 
of the fugitives of E'phraim said, “Let 
me go over,” the men of Gilead said to 
him, “Are you an F. phraimite?” When 
he said, “No,” 6 they said to him, 
“Then say Shibboleth,” and he said, 
“Sibboicth,” for he could not pro¬ 
nounce it right; then they seized him 
and slew him at the fords of the Jordan. 
And there fell at that time forty-two 
thousand of the E'phraimites. 

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. 
Then jephthah the Gileadite died, and 
was buried in his city in Gilead.'/ 

8 After him Ibzan of Bethlehem 
judged Israel. 0 He had thirty sons; and 
thirty daughters he gave in marriage 
outside his clan, and thirty daughters he 
brought in from outside for his sons. 
And he judged Israel seven years. 
10 Then Ibzan died, and was buried at 
Bethlehem. 

11 After him Elon the Zeb'ulunite 
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judged Israel; and he judged Israel ten appeared to me.” 11 And Mano'ah arose 
years. 12 Then Elon the Zeb'ulunite and went after his wife, and came to the 
died, and was buried at Ai'jalon in the man and said to him, “Are you the man 
land of Zeb'uiun, who spoke to this woman?” And he said, 

n After him Abdon the son of Hillel “1 am.” 12 And Mano'ah said, “Now' 
the Pir'athonite judged Israel. 14 He had when your words come true, what is to 
forty sons and thirty grandsons, who be the boy’s manner of life, and what is 
rode on seventy asses; and he judged he to do?” I3 And the angel of the Lord 
Israel eight years. 15 Then Abdon the said to Mano'ah, “Of all that I said to 
son of Hillel the Pir'athonite died, and the woman let her beware. 14 She may 
was buried at Pir'athon in the land of not cat of anything that comes from the 
E'phraim, in the hill country of the vine, neither let her drink wine or strong 
Amal'ekites. drink, or eat any unclean thing; all that 

B And the people of Israel again I commanded her let her observe.” 

did what was evil in the sight of 15 Mano'ah said to the angel of the 
the Lord; and the Lord gave them into Lord, “Pray, let us detain you, and pre- 
the hand of the Philistines for forty pare a kid for you.” i6 And the angel of 
years. the Lord said to Mano'ah, “If you de- 

2 And there was a certain man of tain me, I will not eat of your food; but 
Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose if you make ready a burnt offering, then 
name was Mano'ah; and his wife was offer it to the Lord.” (For Mano'ah did 
barren and had no children. 3 And the not know that he was the angel of the 
angel of the Lord appeared to the Lord.) 17 And Mano'ah said to the angel 
woman and said to her, “Behold, you of the Lord, “What is your name, so 
are barren and have no children; but that, when your words come true, we 
you shall conceive and bear a son. may honour you?” 18 And the angel of 
4 Therefore beware, and drink no wine the Lord said to him, “Why do you ask 
or strong drink, and eat nothing un* my name, seeing it is wonderful?” 10 So 
dean, 5 for lo, you shall conceive and Mano'ah took the kid with the cereal 
bear a son. No razor shall come upon offering, and offered it upon the rock to 
his head, for the boy shall be a Naziritc the Lord, to him who works r wonders,," 
to God from birth; and he shall begin 20 And when the flame went up toward 
to deliver Israel from the hand of the heaven from the altar, the angel of the 
Philistines.” 6 Then the woman came Lord ascended in the flame of the altar 
and told her husband, “A man of God while Mano'ah and his wife looked on; 
came to me, and his countenance was and they fell on their faces to the 
like the countenance of the angel of ground. 

God, very terrible; J did not ask him 21 The angel of the Lord appeared 
whence he was, and he did not tell me no more to Mano'ah and to has wife, 
his name; 1 but he said to me, ‘Behold, Then Mano'ah knew that he was the 
you shall conceive and bear a son; so angel of the Lord. 22 And Mano'ah said 
then drink no wine or strong drink, and to his wife, “We shall surely die, for we 
eat nothing unclean, for the boy shall be have seen God.” 23 But his wife said to 
a Nazirite to God from birth to the day him, “If the Lord had meant to kill us, 
of his death.* ” he would not have accepted a burnt 

8 Then Mano'ah entreated the Lord, offering and a cereal offering at our 
and said, “Q, Lord, I pray thee, let the hands, or shown us all these things, or 
man of God whom thou didst send now announced to us such things as 
come again to us, and teach us what we these.” 24 And the woman bore a son, 
are to do with the boy that will be and called his name Samson; and the 
born.” Q And God listened To the voice boy grew, and the Lord blessed him. 
of Mano'ah, and the angel of God came 25 And the Spirit of the Lord began to 
again to the woman as she sat in the stir him in Ma'haneh-dan, between 
field; but Mano'ah her husband was not Zorah and Esh'ta-ol. 
with her. 10 And the woman ran in haste i A Samson went down to Timnah, 
and told her husband, “Behold, the X^T and at Timnah he saw one of the 
man who came to me the other day has daughters of the Philistines. 2 Then he 

r (tk Vg: Heb and working * Heb wonders, while Manoah and his wife looked on 
13.4-5: I.k 1.15. 13.24: Lk 2.40. 
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came up, and told his father and mother, 
“I saw one of the daughters of the 
Philistines at Timnah; now get her for 
me as my wife.” 3 But his father and 
mother said to him, “Is there not a 
woman among the daughters of your 
kinsmen, or among ail our people, that 
you must go to take a wife from the 
uncircumciscd Philistines?” But Sam¬ 
son said to his father, “Get her for me; 
for she pleases me well.” 

4 His father and mother did not know 
that it was from the Lord; for he was 
seeking an occasion against the Philis¬ 
tines. At that time the Philistines had 
dominion over Israel. 

5 Then Samson went down with his 
lather and mother to Timnah, and he 
came to the vineyards of Timnah. And 
behold, a young lion roared against 
him; 6 and the Spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon him, and he tore the lion 
asunder as one tears a kid; and he had 
nothing in his hand. But he did not tell 
his father or his mother what he had 
done. 7 Then he went down and talked 
with the woman; and she pleased Sam¬ 
son well. 8 And after a while he returned 
to take her; and he turned aside to see 
the carcass of the Lion, and behold, there 
was a swarm of bees in the body of the 
lion, and honey. 9 He scraped it out into 
his hands, and went on, eating as he 
went; and he came to his father and 
mother, and gave some to them, and 
they ate. But he did not tell them that he 
had taken the honey from the carcass of 
the lion. 

10 And his father went down to the 
woman, and Samson made a feast there; 
for so the young men used to do. 11 And 
when the people saw him, they brought 
thirty companions to be with him. 12 And 
Samson said to them, “Let me now put 
a riddle to you; if you can.tell me what 
it is, within the seven days of the feast, 
and find it out, then I will give you 
thirty linen garments and thirty festal 
garments; 13 but if you cannot tell me 
what it is, then you shall give me thirty 
linen garments and thirty festal gar¬ 
ments/’ And they said to him, “Put 
your riddle, that we may hear it.” 
14 And he said to them, 

“Out of the eater came something to 
eat. 

Out of the strong came something 
sweet.” 

r Gk Syr: Hcb seventh 


And they could not in three days tell 
what the riddle was. 

15 On the fourth 4 day they said to 
Samson’s wife, “Entice your husband 
to tell us what the riddle is, lest we bum 
you and your father’s house with fire. 
Have you invited us here to im¬ 
poverish us?” 16 And Samson’s wife 
wept before him, and said, “You only 
hate me, you do not love me; you have 
put a riddle to my countrymen, and you 
have not told me what it is.” And he 
said to her, “Behold, I have not told my 
father nor my mother, and shall I tell 
you?” 17 She wept before him the seven 
days that their feast tested; and on the 
seventh day he told her, because she 
pressed him hard. Then she told the 
riddle to her countrymen. 18 And the 
men of the city said to him on the 
seventh day before the sun went down, 
“What is sweeter than honey? 

What is stronger than a lion?” 

And he said to them, 

“If you had not ploughed with my 
heifer, 

you would not have found out my 
riddle.” 

39 And the Spirit of the Lord came 
mightily upon him, and he went down 
to Ash'kelon and killed tliirty men of 
the town, and took their spoil and gave 
the festal garments to those who had 
told the riddle. In hot anger he went 
back to his father’s house. -°And Sam¬ 
son’s wife was given to his companion, 
who had been his best man. 
i e After a while, at the time of 
AJ1 wheat harvest, Samson went to 
visit his wife with a kid; and he said, 
“I will go in to my wife in the cham¬ 
ber.” But her father would not allow 
him to go in. 2 And her father said, “I 
really thought that you utterly hated 
her; so I gave her to your companion. 
Is not her younger sister fairer than she? 
Pray take her instead.” 3 And Samson 
said to them, “This time I shall be 
blameless in regard to the Philistines, 
when I do them mischief.” 4 So Samson 
went and caught three hundred foxes, 
and took torches; and he turned them 
tail to tail, and put a torch between each 
pair of tails. 5 And when he had set fire 
to the torches, he let the foxes go into 
the standing grain of the Philistines, and 
burned up the shocks and the standing 
grain, as well as the olive orchards. 
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6 Then the Philistines said, “Who has 
done this?” And they said, “Samson, 
the son-in-law of the Timnitc, because 
he has taken his wife and given her to 
his companion.” And the Philistines 
came up, and burned her and her father 
with tire. 7 And Samson said to them, 
“If this is what you do, I swear I will be 
avenged upon you, and after that I will 
quit.” 8 And he smote them hip and 
thigh with great slaughter; and he went 
down and stayed in the cleft of the rock 
of Etam, 

9 Then the Philistines came up and 
encamped in Judah, and made a raid on 
Lehi. 10 And the men of Judah said, 
“Why have you come up against us?” 
They said, “We have come up to bind 
Samson, to do to him as he did to us.” 
11 Then three thousand men of Judah 
went down to the cleft of the rock of 
Etam, and said to Samson, “Do you not 
know that the Philistines are rulers over 
us? What then is this that you have 
done to us?” And he said to them, “As 
they did to me, so have I clone to them.” 
12 And they said to him, “We have come 
down to bind you, that wc may give you 
into the hands of the Philistines.” And 
Samson said to them, “Swear to me 
that you will not fall upon me your¬ 
selves.” 13 They said to him, “No; we 
will only bind you and give you into 
their hands; we will not kill you.” 
So they bound him with two new 
ropes, and brought him up front the 
rock. 

14 When he came to Lehi, the Philis¬ 
tines came shouting to meet him ; and 
the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon him, and the ropes which were on 
his arms became as flax that has caught 
fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. 
I5 And he found a fresh jawbone of ait 
ass, and put out his hand and seized it, 
and with it he slew a thousand men. 
* 6 And Samson said, 

“With the jawbone of an ass, 
heaps upon heaps, 
with the jawbone of an ass 

have I slain a thousand men.” 
PWhen he had finished speaking, he 
threw away the jawbone out of his 
hand; and that place was called Ra'- 
math-le'hi." 

18 And he was very thirsty, and he 
called on the Lord and said, “Thou 
hast granted this great deliverance by 

u That is The kill of the jawbone v That is 7'ke spring 
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the hand of thy servant; and shall I now 
die of thirst, and fall into the hands of 
the uncircumcised?” Jg And God split 
open the hollow place that is at Lehi, 
and there came water from it; and when 
he drank, his spirit returned, and he 
revived. Therefore the name of it was 
called En-hak'kore ; r it is at Lehi to this 
day. 20 And he judged Israel in the days 
of the Philistines twenty years. 

| /T Samson went to Gaza, and there 
JLO he saw a harlot, and he went in to 
her. 2 The Gazites were told, “Samson 
has come here,” and they surrounded 
the place and lay in wait for him all 
night at the gate of the city. They kept 
quiet all night, saying, “Let us wait till 
the light of the morning; then wc will 
kill him.” 3 But Samson lay till mid¬ 
night, and at midnight he arose and took 
hold of the doors of the gate of the city 
and the two posts, and pulled them up, 
bar and all, and put them on his shoul¬ 
ders and carried them to the top of the 
hill that is before Hebron. 

4 After tiiis he love d a woman in the 
valley of Sorek, whose name was Deli¬ 
lah. 5 And the lords of the Philistines 
came to her and said to her, “Entice 
him, and see wherein his great strength 
lies, and by what means we may over¬ 
power him, thar we may bind him to 
subdue hint; and we will each give you 
eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 6 And 
Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me 
wherein your great strength lies, and 
how you might be bound, that one 
could subdue you.” 7 And Samson said 
to her, “If they bind me with seven 
fresh bowstrings which have not been 
dried, then I shall become weak, and be 
like any other man.” 8 Then the lords of 
the Philistines brought her seven fresh 
bowstrings which had not been dried, 
and she bound him with them. v Now 
she had men lying in wait in an inner 
chamber. And she said to him, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But 
he snapped the bowstrings, as a string 
of tow snaps when it touches the fire. 
So the secret of his strength was not 
known. 

10 And Delilah said to Samson, 
“Behold, you have mocked me, and told 
me lies; please tell me how you might be 
bound.” iiAnd he said to her, “If they 
bind me with new ropes that have not 
been used, then I shall become weak. 
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and be like any other man.” 12 So 
Deli'lah took new ropes and bound him 
with them, arid said to him, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And 
the men lying in wait were in an inner 
chamber. But he snapped the ropes off 
his arms like a thread. 

\3 And Delilah said to Samson., 
“Until now you have mocked me, and 
told me lies; tell me how vou might be 
bound.” And he said to her, “if you 
weave the seven locks of my head with 
the web and make it tight with the pin, 
then I shall become weak, and be like 
any other man.” 14 So while he slept, 
Delilah took the seven locks of his head 
and wove them into the web. M1 And she 
made them tight with the pin, and said 
to him, “The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep, 
and pulled away the pin, the loom, and 
the web. 

15 And she said to him, “How can 
you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart 
is not with me? You have mocked me 
these three times, and you have not told 
me wherein your great strength lies.” 
10 And when she pressed him hard with 
her words day after day, and urged him, 
his soul was vexed to death. 17 And he 
told her all his mind, and said to her, 
“A razor has never come upon my head; 
for 1 have been a Nazirite to God from 
my mother’s womb. If 1 be shaved, then 
my strength will leave me, and I shall 
become weak, and be like any other 
man.” 

18 When Delilah saw that he had 
told her all his mind, she sent and called 
the lords of the Philistines, saying, 
“Come up this once, for he has told me 
all his mind.” Then the lords of the 
Philistines came up to her, and brought 
the money in their hands. 19 She made 
him sleep upon her knees; and she 
called a man, and had him shave off the 
seven locks of his head. Then she be¬ 
gan to torment him, and his strength 
left him. 20 And she said, “The Philis¬ 
tines are upon you, Samson!” And he 
awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will 
go out as at other times, and shake my¬ 
self free.” And he did not know that the 
Lord had left him. 21 And the Philis¬ 
tines seized him and gouged oujt his 
eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, 
and bound him with bronze fetters; and 
he ground at the mill in the prison. 

w Compare Gk: Hcb lacks and make it tight . . . into r. 


22 But the hair of his head began to grow 
again after it had been shaved. 

23 Now the lords of the Philistines 
gathered to offer a great sacrifice to 
Dagon their god, and to rejoice; for 
they said, “Our god has given Samson 
our enemy into our hand.” 24 And when 
the. people saw him, they praised their 
god; for they said, “Our god has given 
our enemy into our hand, the ravager of 
our country, who has slain many of us.” 
25 And when their hearts were merry, 
they said, “Call Samson, that he may 
make spoil for us.” So they called Sam¬ 
son out of the prison, and he made sport 
before them. They made him stand be¬ 
tween the pillars; 26 and Samson said to 
the lad who held him by the hand, “Let 
me feel the pillars on which the house 
rests, that i may lean against them.” 
27 Now the house was full of men and 
women; all the lords of the Philistines 
were there, and on the roof there were 
about three thousand men and women, 
who looked on while Samson made 
sport. 

28 Then Samson called to the Lord 
and said, “Q Lord God, remember me, 
I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray 
thee, only this once, O God, that I may 
be avenged upon the Philistines for one 
of my two eyes.” 29 And Samson grasped 
the two middle pillars upon which the 
house rested, and he leaned his weight 
upon them, his right hand on the one 
and his left hand on the other. 30 And 
Samson said, “Let me die with the 
Philistines.” Then he bowed with ail 
his might; and the house fell upon the 
lords and upon all the people that were 
in it. So the dead whom he slew at his 
death were more than those whom he 
had slain during his life. 31 Then his 
brothers and all his family came down 
and took him and brought him up and 
buried him between Zorah and Esh'ta- 
ol in the tomb of Mano'ah his father. 
He had judged Israel twenty years. 

n There was a man of the hill 
country of E'phraim, whose name 
was Micah. 2 And he said to his mother, 
“The eleven hundred pieces of silver 
which were taken from you, about 
which you uttered a curse, and also 
spoke it in my ears, behold, the silver is 
with me; I took it.” And his mother 
said, “Blessed be my son by the Lord.” 
3 And he restored the eleven hundred 

web 
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pieces of silver to his mother; and his house of Micah, they recognised the 


mother said, “I consecrate the silver to 
the Lord from my hand for my son, to 
make a graven image and a molten 
image; now therefore I will restore it to 
you.” 4 So when he restored the money 
to his mother, his mother took two 
hundred pieces of silver, and gave it to 
the silversmith, who made it into a 
graven image and a molten image; and 
it was in the house of Micah, 5 And the 
man Micah had a shrine, and he made 
an ephod and teraphim, and installed 
one of his sons, who became his priest. 

6 In those days there was no king in 
Israel; every man did what was right in 
his own eyes. 

7 Now there was a young man of 
Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of 
Judah, who was a Levite; and he so¬ 
journed there. 8 And the man departed 
from the town of Bethlehem in Judah, 
to live where he could find a place; and 
as he journeyed, he came to the hili 
country of E'phraim to the house of 
Micah. 9 And Micah said to him. “From 
where do you come?” Ana he said to 
him, “I am a Levite of Bethlehem in 
Judah, and I am going to sojourn where 
I may find a place.” l°And Micah said 
to him, “Stay with me, and be to me a 
father and a priest, and I will give you 
ten pieces of silver a year, and a suit of 
apparel, and your Living. ^And the 
X>evite was content to dwell with the 
man; and the young man became to him 
like one of his sons. i ? Aod Micah in¬ 
stalled the Levite, and the young man 
became his priest, and was in the house 
of Micah. 15 Then Micah said, “Mow l 
know that the Lord will prosper me, 
because I have a Levite as priest.” 
i Q In those days there was no king 
AO in Israel. And in those days the 
tribe of the Danites was seeking for it¬ 
self an inheritance to dwell in; for until 
then no inheritance among the tribes of 
Israel had fallen to them.. 2 So the 
Danites sent five able men from the 
whole number of their tribe, from 
Zorah and from Esh'ta-ol, to spy out the 
land and to explore it; and they said to 
them, “Go and explore the land.” And 
they came to the hill country of E'ph¬ 
raim, to the house of Micah, and 
lodged there. 3 When they were by the 

« and the Levite went x Cn Compare 18.10. 
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voice of the young Levite; and they 
turned aside and said to him, “Who 
brought you here? What are you doing 
in this place? What is your business 
here?” 4 And he said to them, “Thus and 
thus has Micah dealt with me: he has 
hired me, and I have become his 
priest.” sAnd they said to him, “In¬ 
quire of God, we pray thee, that we may 
know whether the journey on which we 
are setting out will succeed.”' 6 And the 
priest said to them, “Go in peace. The 
journey on which you go is under the 
eye of the Lord.” 

7 Then the five men departed, and 
came to La'ish, and saw the people who 
were there, how they dwelt in security, 
after the manner of the Sido'nians, quiet 
and unsuspecting, lacking* nothing that 
is in the earth, and possessing wealth, 
and how they were far from the Side'- 
mans and had no dealings with any one. 
8 And when they came to their brethren 
at Zorah and Esh'ta-ol, their brethren 
said to them, “What do you report?” 

9 They said, “Arise, and let us go up 
against them; for we have seen the land, 
and behold, it is very fertile. And will 
you do nothing? Do not be slow to go, 
and enter in and possess the land. 

10 When you go, you will come to an 
unsuspecting people. The land is broad; 
yea, God has given it into your hands, a 
place where there is no lack of anything 
that is in the earth.” 

11 And six hundred men of the tribe 
of Dan, armed with weapons of war, set 
forth from Zorah and Esh'ta-ol, * 2 and 
went up and encamped at Kir'iath-je'- 
arim in Judah. On. this account that place 
is called Ma'haneh-dan*’ to this day; be¬ 
hold, it .is west of Kir'iath-je'arim. 13 And 
they passed on from there to the hill 
country of E'phraim, and came to the 
house of Micah. 

14 Then the five men who had gone 
to spy out the country of La'ish said to 
their brethren, “Do you know that in 
these houses there are an ephod, ter¬ 
aphim, a graven image, and a molten 
image? Now therefore consider what 
you will do.” 15 And they turned aside 
thither, and came to the house of the 
young Levite, at the home of Micah, 
and asked him of his welfare. 16 Now 

The Hebrew text is uncer tain 



Micah and the Danites 
the six hundred men of the Danites, 
armed with their weapons of war, stood 
by the entrance of the gate; 17 and the 
five men who had gone to spy out the 
land went up, and entered and took the 
graven image, the ephod, the teraphim, 
and tiie molten image, while the priest 
stood by the entrance of the gate with 
the six hundred men armed with 
weapons of war. 18 And when these went 
into Micah’s house and took the graven 
image, the ephod, the teraphim, and the 
molten image, the priest said to them, 
“What are you doing?” 19 And they said 
to him, “Keep quiet, put your hand 
upon your mouth, and come with us, 
and be to us a father and a priest. Is it 
better for you to be priest to the house 
of one man, or to be priest to a tribe and 
family in Israel?” 20 And the priest’s 
heart was glad; he took the ephod, and 
the teraphim, and the graven image, and 
went in the midst of the people. 

21 So they turned and departed, 
putting the little ones and the cattle and 
the goods in front of them. 22 When 
they were a good way from the home of 
Micah, the men who were in the houses 
near Micah’s house were called out, and 
they overtook the Danites. 23 And they 
shouted to the Danites, who turned 
round and said to Micah, “What ails 
you that you come with such a com¬ 
pany?” 24 And he said, “You take my 
gods which I made, and the priest, and 
go away, and what have I left? How then 
do you ask me, ‘What ails you?’ ” 25 And 
the Danites said to him, “Do not let 
your voice be heard among us, lest 
angry fellows fall upon you, and you 
lose your life with the lives of your 
household.” 26 Then the Danites went 
their way; and when Micah saw that 
they were too strong for him, he turned 
and went back to his home. 

27 And taking what Micah had made, 
and the priest who belonged to him, the 
Danites came to La'ish, to a people 
quiet and unsuspecting, and smote them 
with the edge of the sword, and burned 
the city with fire. 28 And there was no 
deliverer because it was far from Sidon, 
and they had no dealings with any one. 
It was in the valley which belongs to 
Beth-re'hob. And they rebuilt the city, 
and dwelt in it. 29 And they named the 
city Dan, after the name of Dan their 
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ancestor, who was bom to Israel; but 
the name of the city was La'ish at the 
first. 30 And the Danites set up the 
graven image for themselves; and 
Jonathan the son of Gershom, son of 
Moses, 2 and his sons were priests to 
the tribe of the Danites until the day of 
the captivity of the land. 31 So they set 
up Micah’s graven image which he 
made, as long as the house of God was 
at Shiloh. 

-jQ In those days, when there was 
xy no king in Israel, a certain Levite 
was sojourning in the remote parts of 
the hill country of E'phraim, who took 
to himself a concubine from Bethlehem 
in Judah. 2 And his concubine became 
angry with a him, and she went away 
from him to her father’s house at 
Bethlehem in Judah, and was there 
some four months. 3 Then her husband 
arose and went after her, to speak 
kindly to her and bring her back. He 
had with him his servant and a couple 
of asses. And he came' 1 to her father’s 
house; and when the girl’s father saw 
him, he came with joy to meet him. 
4 And his father-in-law, the girl’s father, 
made him stay, and he remained with 
him three days; so they ate and drank, 
and lodged there. 5 And on the fourth 
day they arose early in the morning, and 
he prepared to go; but the girl’s father 
said to his son-in-law, “Strengthen your 
heart with a morsel of bread, and after 
that you may go.” 6 So the two men sat 
and ate and drank together; and the 
girl’s father said to the man, “Be 
pleased to spend the night, and let your 
heart be merry.” 7 And when the man 
rose up to go, his father-in-law urged 
him, till he lodged there again. 8 And on 
the fifth day he arose early in the morn¬ 
ing to depart; and the girl’s father said, 
“Strengthen your heart, and tarry until 
the day declines.” So they ate, both of 
them. 9 And when the man and his con¬ 
cubine and his servant rose up to de¬ 
part, his father-in-law, the girl’s father, 
said to him, “Behold, now the day has 
waned toward evening; pray tarry all 
night. Behold, the day draws to its 
close; lodge here and let your heart be 
merry; and tomorrow you shall arise 
early in the morning for your journey, 
and go home.” 

10 But the man would not spend the 


2 Another reading is Manasseh ° Gk Old Latin: Heb played the harlot against 
0 Gk: Heb she brought him 
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night; he rose up and departed, and ar¬ 
rived opposite Jebus (that is, Jeru¬ 
salem). He had with him a couple of 
saddled asses, and his concubine was 
with him. 11 When they were near 
Jebus, the day was far spent, and the 
servant said to his master, “Come now, 
let us turn aside to this city of the Jeb'- 
usites, and spend the night in it. 5 ' 12 And 
his master said to him, “We will not 
turn aside into the city of foreigners, 
who do not belong to the pet)pie of 
Israel; but we will pass on to Gib'e-ah.” 
l-\And he said to his servant, “Come and 
let us draw near to one of these places, 
and spend the night at Gib'e-ah or at 
Raman.” 14 So they passed on and went 
their way; and the sun went down on 
them near Gib'e-ah, which belongs to 
Benjamin, 15 and they turned aside 
there, to go in and spend the night at 
Gib'e-ah. And he went in and sat down 
in the open square of the city; for no 
man took them into his house to spend 
the night. 

16 And behold, an old man was 
coming from his work in the field at 
evening; the man was from the hill 
country of E'phraim, and he was so¬ 
journing in Gib'e-ah; the men of the 
place were Benjaminites, 17 And he Lifted 
up his eyes, and saw the wayfarer in the 
open square of the city; and the old man 
said, “Where are you going? and 
whence do you come?” * 8 And he said 
to him, “We are passing from Bethle¬ 
hem in Judah to the remote parts of the 
hill country of E'phraim, from which I 
come. I went to Bethlehem in Judah; 
and I am going to my home; c and no¬ 
body takes me into his house. 19 We 
have straw and provender for our asses, 
with bread and wine for me and your 
maidservant and the young man with 
your servants; there is no lack of any¬ 
thing.” 20 And the old man said, “Peace 
be to you; I will care for all your wants; 
only, do not spend the night in the 
square.” 21 So he brought him into his 
house, and gave the asses provender; 
and they washed their feet, and ate and 
drank. 

22 As they were making their hearts 
merry, behold, the men of the city, base 
fellows, beset the house round about, 
beating on the door; and they said to the 
old man, the master of the house, 
“Bring out the man who came into your 

* Gk Compare 19.29. Hcb to the house of the Lord 


house, that we may know him.” 23 And 
the man, the master of the house, went 
out to them and said to them, “No, my 
brethren, do not act so wickedly; seeing 
that this man has come into my house, 
do not do this vile thing. 24 Behold, here 
are my virgin daughter and his concu¬ 
bine; let me bring them out now. 
Ravish them and do with them what 
seems good to you; but against this man 
do not do so vile a thing.” 25 But the 
men would not listen to him. So the 
man seized his concubine, and put her 
out to them; and they knew her, and 
abused her all night until the morning. 
And as the dawn began to break, they 
let her go. 26 And as morning appeared, 
the woman came and fell down at tlic 
door of the man’s house where her 
master was, till it was light. 

27 And her master rose up in the 
morning, and when he opened the doors 
of the house and went out to go on his 
way, behold, there was his concubine 
lying at the door of the house, with her 
hands on the threshold. 28 He said to 
her, “Get up, let us be going.” But there 
was no answer. Then he put her upon 
the ass; and the man rose up and went 
away to his home. 2 °And when he en¬ 
tered his house, he took a knife, and 
laying hold of his concubine he divided 
her, limb by limb, into twelve pieces, 
and senr her throughout all the territory 
of Israel. 30 And all who saw it said, 
“Such a thing has never happened or 
been seen from the day that the people 
of Israel came up out of the land of 
Egypt until this day; consider it, take 
counsel, and speak.” 

Then all the people of Israel 
came out, from Dan to Beer- 
sheba, including the land of Gilead, and 
the congregation assembled as one man 
to the Lord at Mizpah. 2 And the chiefs 
of all the people, of all the tribes of 
Israel, presented themselves in the 
assembly of the people of God, four 
hundred thousand men on foot that 
drew the sword. 3 (Now the Benja- 
minites heard that the people of Israel 
had gone up to Mizpah.) And the people 
of Israel said, “Tell us, how was this 
wickedness brought to pass?” 4 And the 
Levite, the husband of the woman who 
was murdered, answered and said, “I 
came to Gib'e-ah that belongs to Ben¬ 
jamin, 1 and my concubine, to spend the 
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night. -'And the men of Gib'e-ah rose 
against me, and beset the house round 
about me by night; they meant to kill 
me, and they ravished my concubine, 
and she is dead. f >And I n>ok my con- 
cuhine and cut her in pieces, and sent 
her throughout all the country of the 
inheritance of Israel; for they have com¬ 
mitted abomination and wantonness in 
Israel. 1 Behold, you people of Israel, ail 
of you, give your advice and counsel 
here.” 

8 And all the people arose as one 
man, saying, “We will not any of us go 
to his tent, and none of us will return to 
his house. 9 But now this is what we 
will do to Gib'e-ali: we will go up 
against it by lot, 10 and we will take ten 
men of a hundred throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, and a hundred of a 
thousand, and a thousand of ten thou¬ 
sand, to bring provisions lor the people, 
that when they come they may requite 
Gib e-ah of Beniamin, for all the wan¬ 
ton crime which they have committed 
in Israel/ 1 11 So ail the men of Israel 
gathered against the city, united as one 
man. 

12 And the tribes of Israel sent men 
through all the tribe of Benjamin, say¬ 
ing, “What ’wickedness is this that has 
taken place among you? 13 Now there¬ 
fore give up the men, the base fellows in 
Gib'c-ah, that we may put them to 
death, and put away evil from Israel.” 
But the Beniaminites would not listen 
to the voice of their brethren, the people 
of Israel. ,4 And the Beniaminites came 
together out of the cities to Gib'c-ah, to 
go out to battle against the people of 
Israel. 15 And the Beniaminites mustered 
out of their cities on that day twenty-six 
thousand men that drew the sword, be¬ 
sides the inhabitants of Gib'e-ah, who 
mustered seven hundred picked men. 
I6 Among all these were seven hundred 
picked men who were left-handed; 
every one could sling a stone at a hair, 
and not miss. ,7 And the men of Israel, 
apart from Benjamin, mustered four 
hundred thousand men that drew 
sword; all these were men of war. 

18 The people of Israel arose and 
went up to Bethel, and inquired of God, 
“Which of us shall go up first to bat¬ 
tle against the Beniaminites?” And 
the Lord said, “Judah shall go up 
first.*’ 

19 Then the people of Israel rose in 
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the morning, and encamped against 
Gib'e-ah. 20 And the men ot Israel went 
out to battle against Benjamin; and the 
men of Israel drew up the battle line 
against them at Gib'e-ah. 21 The Ben¬ 
jaminites came out of Gib'e-ah, and 
felled to the ground on that day twenty- 
two thousand men of the Israelites. 
22 But the people, the men of Israel, 
took courage, and again formed the 
battle line in the same place where they 
had formed it on the first day. 23 And the 
people of Israel went up and wept be¬ 
fore the Lord until the evening; and 
they inquired of the Lord, “Shall we 
again draw near to battle against our 
brethren the Beniaminites?” And die 
Lord said, “Go up against them.” 

24 So the people of Israel came near 
against the Beniaminites the second 
day. 25 And Benjamin went against them 
out of Gib'e-ah the second day, and 
felled to die ground eighteen thousand 
men of the people of Israel; all these 
were men who drew the sword. 26 Then 
all the people of Israel, the whole army, 
went up and came to Bethel and wept; 
they sat there before the Lord, and 
fasted that day until evening, and of¬ 
fered burnt offerings and peace offerings 
before the Lord. 2 7 And the people of 
Israel inquired of the Lord (lor the ark 
of the covenant of God was there in 
those days, 28 and Phin'ehas the son of 
Elca'zar, son of Aaron, ministered be¬ 
fore it in those days), saying, “Shall we 
yet again go out to battle against our 
brethren the Benjaminites, or shall we 
cease?” And die Lord said, “Go up; for 
tomorrow I will give them into your 
hand.” 

20 So Israel set men in ambush round 
about Gib'e-ah. 30 And the people of 
Israel went up against the Benjaminites 
on the third day, and set diemselvcs in 
array against Gib'e-ah, as at other times. 
31 And the Benjaminites went out against 
the people, and were drawn away from 
the city; and as at other times they be¬ 
gan to smite and kill some of the people, 
in the highways, one of which goes up 
to Bethel and the other to Gib'e-ah, and 
in the open country, about thirty men of 
Israel. 32 And the Benjaminites said, 
“They are routed before us, as at the 
first.” But the men of Israel said, “Let 
us flee, and draw them away from the 
city to the highways.” 33 And all the men 
of Israel rose up out of their place, and 
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set themselves in array at Ba'al-ta'mar; 
and the men of Israel who were 
ambush rushed out of their place west* 4 
of Geba. w And there came against 
Gib'e-ah ten thousand picked men out 
of all Israel, and the battle was hard; 
but the Benjaminites did not know that 
disaster was close upon them. 311 And the 
Lord defeated Benjamin before Israel; 
and the men of Israel destroyed twenty- 
five thousand one hundred men of Ben¬ 
jamin that day; ail these were men who 
drew the sword. 36 So the Benjaminites 
saw that they were defeated. 

The men of Israel gave ground to 
Benjamin, because they trusted to the 
men in ambush whom they had set 
against Gib'e-ah. 37 And the men in 
ambush made haste and rushed upon 
Gib'e-ah; the men in ambush moved 
out and smote ail the city with the edge 
of the sword. 38 Now the appointed 
signal between the men of Israel and the 
men in ambush was that when they 
made a great cloud of smoke rise up out 
of the city 39 the men of Israel should 
turn in battle. Now Benjamin had be¬ 
gun to smite and kill about thirty men 
of Israel; they said, “Surely they are 
smitten down before us, as in the first 
battle.” 40 But when the signal began to 
rise out of the city in a column of smoke, 
the Benjaminites looked behind them; 
and behold, the whole of the city went 
up in smoke to heaven. 4 * Then the men 
of Israel turned, and the men of Ben¬ 
jamin were dismayed, for they saw that 
disaster was close upon them. 42 There¬ 
fore they turned their backs before the 
men of Israel in the direction of the 
wilderness; but the battle overtook 
them, and those who came out of the 
cities destroyed them in the midst of 
them. 43 Cutting down* the Benjamin¬ 
ites, they pursued them and trod them 
down from Nohah/ as far as opposite 
Gib'e-ah on the east. 44 Eighteen thou¬ 
sand men of Benjamin fell, all of them 
men of valour. 45 And they turned and 
fled toward the wilderness to the rock of 
Rimmon; five thousand men of them 
were cut down in the highways, and 
they were pursued hard to Gidom, and 
two thousand men of them were slain. 
46 So all who fell that day of Benjamin 
were twenty-five thousand men that 
drew the sword, all of them men of 
valour. 47 But six hundred men turned 

4 Gk Vg: Heb in the plain e Gk: Heb s 


Wives for the Benjaminites 
and fled toward the wilderness to the 
rock of Rimmon, and abode at the rock 
of Rimmon four months. 48 And the men 
of Israel turned back against the Ben¬ 
jaminites, and smote them with the edge 
of the sword, men and beasts and all 
that they found. And all the towns 
which they found they set on fire. 

Now the men of Israel had 

JL sworn at Mizpah, “No one of us 
shall give his daughter in marriage to 
Beniamin.” 2 And the people came to 
Bethel, and sat there till evening before 
God, and they lifted up their voices and 
wept bitterly.. 3 And they said, “O 
Lord, the God of Israel, why has this 
come to pass in Israel, rhat there should 
be today one tribe lacking in Israel?” 
4 And on the morrow the people rose 
early, and built there an altar, and of¬ 
fered burnt offerings and peace of¬ 
ferings. 5 And the people of Israel said, 
“Which of all the tribes of Israel did not 
come up in the assembly to the Lord?” 
For they had taken a great oath concern¬ 
ing him who did not come up to the 
Lord to Mizpah, saying, “He shall, be 
put to death.” °And the people of Israel 
had compassion for Beniamin their 
brother, and said, “One tribe is cut off 
from Israel this day. 7 What shall we do 
for wives for those who ate left, since 
we have sworn by the Lord that we wall 
not give them any of our daughters for 
wives?” 

8 And they said, “What one is there 
of the tribes of Israel that did not come 
up to the Lord to Mizpah?” And be¬ 
hold, no one had come to the camp from 
ja'besh-gil'ead, to the assembly. 9 For 
when the people were mustered, behold, 
not one of the inhabitants of Ja'besh- 
gil'ead was there. 10 So the congregation 
sent thither twelve thousand of their 
bravest men, and commanded them, 
“Go and smite the inhabitants of Ja'- 
besh-gil'ead with the edge of the sword; 
also the women and the little ones. 
11 This is what you shall do; every male 
and every woman that has lain with a 
male you shall utterly destroy.” 12 And 
they found among the inhabitants of 
Ja'besh-gil'ead four hundred young vir¬ 
gins who had not known man by lying 
with him; and they brought them to the 
camp at Shiloh, which is in the land of 
Canaan. 

13 Then the whole congregation sent 
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word to the Beniaminites who were at 
the rock of Rimmon, anti proclaimed 
peace to them. 14 And Beniamin re¬ 
turned at that time; and they gave them 
the women whom they had saved alive 
of the women of Ja'besh-gil'ead; but 
they did not suffice for them. r> And the 
people had compassion on Beniamin 
because the Lord had made a breach in 
the tribes of Israel. 

16 Then the ciders of the congrega¬ 
tion said, “What shall we do for waves 
for those who arc left, since the women 
are destroyed out of Beniamin?” 17 And 
they said, “There must be an inherit¬ 
ance for the survivors of Benjamin, that 
a tribe be not blotted out from Israel. 
18 Yet we cannot give them wives of our 
daughters. ” Lor die people of Israel had 
sworn, “Cursed be he who gives a wife 
to Beniamin.” 19 So they said, “Behold, 
thcie is the yearly feast of the Lord at 
Shiloh, which is north of Bethel, on the 
east of the highway that goes up from 
Bethel to Sheehan, and south ol Leho'- 
nah.” 20 And they commanded the Ben- 


jaminites, saying, “Go and lie in wait in 
the vineyards, 21 and watch; if the 
daughters of Shiloh come out to dance 
in the dances, then come out of the vine¬ 
yards and seize each man his wife from 
the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the 
land of Benjamin. 22 And when their 
fathers or their brothers come to com¬ 
plain to us, we will say to them, ‘Grant 
them graciously to us; because we did 
not take for each man of them his wife 
in battle, neither did you give them to 
them, else you would now be guilty.’ ” 
23 And the Beniaminites did so, and took 
their wives, according to their number, 
from the dancers whom they carried 
off; then they went and returned to their 
inheritance, and rebuilt the towns, and 
dwelt in them. 24 And the people of 
Israel departed from there at that time, 
every man to his tribe and family, and 
they went out from there every man to 
his inheritance. 

25 In those days there was no king in 
Israel; every man did what was right in 
his own eyes. 


THE BOOK OF 

RUTH 


I ln the days when the judges ruled 
there was a famine in the land, and 
a certain man of Bethlehem in Judah 
went to sojourn in the country of Moab, 
he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The 
name of the man was Elim'elech and the 
name of his wife Na'omi, and the names 
of his two sons were Mahlon and Chil- 
ion; they were Eph'rathites from Beth¬ 
lehem in Judah. They went into the 
country of Moab and remained there. 
3 But Elim'elech, the husband of Na'- 
omi, died, and she was left with her two 
sons. 4 These took Moabite wives; the 
name of one was Orpah and the name of 
the other Ruth. They lived there about 
ten years; 5 and both Mahlon and Chil- 
ion died, so that the woman was bereft 
of her two sons and her husband. 

6 Then she started with her daugh¬ 
ters-in-law to return from the country 


of Moab, for she had heard in the coun¬ 
try of Moab that the Lord had visited 
his people and given them food. 7 So she 
set out from the place where she was, 
with her two daughters-in-law, and they 
went on the way to return to the land of 
Judah. 8 But Na'omi said to her two 
daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of 
you to her mother’s house. May the 
Lord deal kindly with you, as you have 
dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The 
Lord grant that you may find a home, 
each of you in the house of her hus¬ 
band!” Then she kissed them, and they 
lifted up their voices and wept. 10 And 
they said to her, “No, we will return 
with you to your people.” 11 But Na'- 
omi said, “Turn back, my daughters; 
why will you go with me? Have I yet 
sons in my womb that they may become 
your husbands? 12 Turn back, my 
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daughters, go your way, for I am too old family of Elim'elech. 4 And behold, 
to have a husband. If I should say I have Bo'az came from Bethlehem; and he 
hope, even if I should have a husband said to the reapers, “The Lord be with 
this night and should bear sons, vou!” And they answered, “The Lord 
13 would you therefore wair till they bless you.” 3 Then Bo'az said to his 
were grown? Would you therefore re- servant who was in charge of the 
1 rain from marrying-’ No, my daughters, reapers, “Whose maiden is this?” l \And 
for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your the servant who was in charge of the 
sake that the hand of the Lord has gone reapers answered, “It is the Moabite 
forth against me.” Then they lifted maiden, who came back with Na'omi 
up their voices and wept again: and from the country of Aloab. 7 She said, 
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but ‘Pray, let me glean and gather among 
Ruth dung to her. the sheaves after the reapers. 1 So she 

15 And she said, “See, your sister-in- came, and she has continued from early 
law has gone back to her people and to morning until now, without resting 
her gods; return alter your sister-in- even for a moment.”® 
law.” But Ruth said, “Entreat me not 8 Then Bo'az said to Ruth, “Now, 
to leave you or ro return from following listen, my daughter, do not go to glean 
you; for where you go I will go, and in another field or leave this one, but 
where you lodge I will lodge; yourpeo- keep close to my maidens. y Let your 
pic shall be my people, and your God eyes be upon the field which they are 
my God; 17 where you die \ will die, reaping, and go after them. Have \ not 
and there will I be buried. May the charged the young men not to molest 
Lord do so to me and more also if even you? And when you are thirsty, go to 
death parts me from you.” J8 And when the vessels and drink what the young 
Nu'onii saw that she was determined to men have drawn.” 10 Then she fell on 
go with her, she said no more. her face, bowing to the ground, and said 

19 So the two of them went on until to him, “Why have I found favour in 
they came to Bethlehem. And when they your eyes, that you should take notice of 
came to Bethlehem, the whole town me, when 1 am a foreigner?” 11 But 
was stirred because of them; and Bo'az answered her, “All that you have 
the women said, “Is this Na'omi?” done for your mother-in-law since the 

20 She said to them, “Do not call me death of your husband has been fully 
Na'omi,® call roe Mara,* for the A!- told me, and how you left your father 
mighty has dealt very bitterly with me. and mother arid your native land and 

21 1 went away full, and the Lord has came to a people that you did not know 

brought me back empty. Why call me before. 12 The Lord recompense you for 
Na'omi, when the Lord has afflicted 0 what you have done, and a full reward 
me and the Almighty has brought be given you by the Lord, the God of 
calamity upon me?” Israel, under whose wings you have 

22 So Na'omi returned, and Ruth the come to take refuge!” 13 Then she said, 
Moabitess her daughter-in-law with “You are most gracious to me, my lord, 
her, who returned from the country of for you have comforted me and spo- 
Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at ken kindly to your maidservant, 
the beginning of barley harvest. though I am not one of your maid- 

2 Now Na'omi had a kinsman of her servants.” 

husband’s, a man of wealth, of the 14 And at mealtime Bo'az said to her, 
family of Eiim'elech, whose name was “Come here, and eat some bread, and 
Bo'az. 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to dip your morsel in the wine.” So she sat 
Na'omi, “Let me go to the field, and beside the reapers, and he passed to her 
glean among the ears of grain after him parched grain; and she ate until she was 
in whose sight I shall find favour.” And satisfied, and she had some left over, 
she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” ^ When she rose to glean, Bo'az in- 
3 So she set forth and went and gleaned structed his young men, saying, “Let 
in the field after the reapers; and she her glean even among the sheaves, and 
happened to come to the part of the do not reproach her. h>And also pull out 
field belonging to Bo'az, who was of the some from the bundles for her, and 

“ Thai is Pleasant tj Thai is Bitter c Gk Syr Vg: Heb testified against 
® Compare Gk Vg: the meaning of the Hebrew text is uncertain 
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leave it for her to glean, and do not re¬ 
buke her.” 

17 So she gleaned in the field until 
evening; then she beat out what she had 
gleaned, and it was about an ephah of 
barley. 18 And she took it up and went 
into the city; she showed her mother- 
in-law what site had gleaned, and she 
also brought out and gave her what 
food she had left over after being satis¬ 
fied. 19 And her mother-in-law said to 
her, “Where did you glean today? And 
where have you worked? Blessed be the 
man who took notice of you.” So she 
told her mother-in-law with whom she 
had worked, and said, “The man's 
name with whom I worked today is 
Bo'az.” 2»And Na'omi said to her 
daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he by the 
Lord, whose kindness has not forsaken 
the living or the dead!” Na'omi also said 
to her, “The man is a relative of ours, 
one of our nearest kin.” 21 And Ruth the 
Moabitess said, “Besides, he said to 
me, ‘You shall keep close by my serv¬ 
ants, till they have finished all my 
harvest.’ ” 22 And Na'omi said to Ruth, 
her daughter-in-law, “It is well, ray 
daughter, that you go out with his 
maidens, lest in another field you be 
molested.” 23 So she kept close to the 
maidens of Bo'az, gleaning until the end 
of the barley and wheat harvests; and 
she lived with her mother-in-law. 

3 Then Na'omi her mother-in-law 
said to her, “My daughter, should 
I not seek a home for you, that it may 
be well with you? 2 Now is not Bo'az 
our kinsman, with whose maidens you 
were? See, he is winnowing barley to¬ 
night at the threshing floor. 3 Wash 
therefore and anoint yourself, and put 
on your best clothes and go down to the 
threshing floor ; but do not make your¬ 
self known to the man until he has 
finished eating and drinking. 4 But 
when he lies down, observe the place 
where he lies; then, go and uncover his 
feet and lie down; and he will tell you 
what to do.” 5 And she replied, “All that 
you say I will do.” 

6 So she went down to the threshing 
floor and did just as her mother-in-law 
had told her. 7 And when Bo'az had 
eaten and drunk, and his heart was 
merry, he went to lie down at the end of 
the heap of grain. Then she came softly, 
and uncovered his feet, and lay down. 
x At midnight the man was startled, and 


turned over, and behold, a woman lay at 
his feet! 9 He said, “Who are you?” And 
she answered, “1 am Ruth, your maid¬ 
servant; spread your skirt over your 
maidservant, for you are next of kin.” 
10 And he said, “May you be blessed by 
the Lord, my daughter; you have made 
this last kindness greater than the first, 
in that you have not gone after young 
men, whether poor or rich. iJ And now, 
my daughter, do nor fear, I will do for 
you all that you ask, for all my fellow 
townsmen know that you are a woman 
of worth. 12 And now it is true that I am 
a near kinsman, yet there is a kinsman 
nearer than I. 13 Remain this night, and 
in the morning, if he will do the pan of 
the next of km lot you, well; let him do 
it; but if he is not willing to do the 
part of the next of kin for vou, then, as 
the Lord livevs, I will c<o the part of the 
next of kin for you. Lie down until the 
morning.” 

14 So she lay at his feet until the 
morning, but arose before one could 
recognise another; and he said, “Let it 
not be known that the woman came to 
the threshing floor.” J5 And he said, 
“Bring the mantle you are wearing and 
hold it out.” So she held it, and he 
measured out six measures of barley, 
and laid it upon her; then she went into 
the city. 16 And when she came to her 
mother-in-law, she said, “How did you 
fare, my daughter?” Then she told her 
all that the man had done for her, 17 say¬ 
ing, “These six measures of barley he 
gave to me, for he said, ‘You must not 
go back empty-handed to your mother- 
in-law.’ ” She replied, “Wait, my 
daughter, until you learn how the 
matter turns out, for the man will not 
rest, but will settle the matter today.” 

4 And Bo'az went up to the gate and 
sat down there; and behold, the 
next of kin, of whom Bo 'az had spoken, 
came by. So Bo'az said, “Turn aside, 
friend; sit down here”; and he turned 
aside and sat down. 2 And he took ten 
men of the elders of the city, and said, 
“Sit down here”; so they sat down. 
3 Then he said to the next of kin, “Na'¬ 
omi, who has come back from the coun¬ 
try of Moab, is selling the parcel of land 
which belonged to our kinsman Elim'- 
elech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of 
it, and say. Buy it in the presence of 
those sitting here, and in the presence of 
the ciders of my people. If you will 
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redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, 
tell me, that I may know, for there is no 
one besides you to redeem it, and I 
come after you." And he said, “I will 
redeem it.” 5 Then Bo'as said, “The 
day you buy the field from the hand of 
Na omi, you are also buying Ruth* the 
Moabitess, the widow of the dead, in 
order to restore the name of the dead to 
his inheritance.” 0 Then the next of kin 
said, “1 cannot redeem it for myself, 
lest I impair my own inheritance. Take 
my right of redemption yourself, for I 
cannot redeem it.” 

7 Now this was the custom in former 
times in Israel concerning redeeming 
and exchanging: to confirm a trans¬ 
action, the one drew off liis sandal and 
gave it to the other, and this was the 
manner of attesting in Israel. 8 So 
when the next of kin said to Bo'az, 
“Buy it for yourself,” he drew off his 
sandal. 9 7'hen Bo'az said to the elders 
and all the people, “You are witnesses 
this day that I have bought from the 
hand of Na'omi all that belonged to 
Ehm'elech and all that belonged to 
Chil'ion and to Mahlon. 10 Also Ruth 
the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, 1 
have bought to be my wife, to per¬ 
petuate the name of the dead in his 
inheritance, that the name of the dead 
may not be cut off from among his 
brethren and from the gate of his native 
place; you are witnesses this day.” 
u Then all the people who were at the 
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gate, and the elders, said, “We are 
witnesses. May the Lord make the 
woman, who is coming into your house, 
like Rachel and Leah, who together 
built up the house of Israel. May you 
prosper in Epb'rathah and be renowned 
in Bethlehem; 12 and may your house be 
like the house of Perez, whom Tamar 
bore to Judah, because of the children 
that the Lord will give you by this 
young woman.” 

13 So Bo'az took Ruth and she be¬ 
came his wife; and he went in to her, 
and the Lord gave her conception, and 
she bore a son. 14 Then the women said 
to Na'omi, “Blessed be the Lord, who 
has not left you this day without next of 
kin; and may his name be renowned in 
Israel! 15 He shall be to you a restorer of 
life and a nourisher of your old age; for 
your daughter-in-law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has 
borne him.” Ul Then Na'omi took the 
child and laid him in her bosom, and 
became his nurse. 17 And the women of 
the neighbourhood gave him a name, 
saying, “A son has been born to Na'¬ 
omi.” They named him Ohed; he was 
the father of Jesse, the father of David. 

13 Now these are the descendants of 
Perez: Perez was the father of Hezron, 
ly Hezron of Ram, Ram of Ammin'- 
adab, 20 Ammin'adab of Nahshon, Nah- 
shon of Salmon, 21 Salmon of Bo'az, 
Bo'az of Obed, 22 Obed of Jesse, and 
Jesse of David. 


THE FIRST BOOK OF 

SAMUEL 


1 There was a certain man of 
Ramatha'im-zo'phim of the hill 
country of E'phraim, whose name was 
Elka'nah the son of Jero'ham, son of 
Eli'hu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, an 
E'phraimite. 2 He had two wives; the 
name of the one was Hannah, and the 
name of the other Penin'nah. And 

r Old Latin Vg: Hcb of Ncu and from Ruth 
<L7: Deut 25.8-10. 


Penin'nah had children, but Hannah 
had no children. 

3 Now this man used to go up year by 
year from his city to worship and to 
sacrifice to the Lord of hosts at Shiloh, 
where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and 
Phin'ehas, were priests of the Lord. 
4 On the day when Elka'nah sacrificed. 
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he would give portions to Penin'nah his 
wife and to all her sons and daughters; 

5 and, although'* he loved Hannah, he 
would give Hannah only one portion, 
because the Lord had closed her womb. 

6 And lxer rival used to provoke her 
sorely, to irritate her, because the Lord 
had closed her womb. 7 So it went on 
year by year; as often as she went up to 
the house of the Lord, she used to pro¬ 
voke her. Therefore Hannah wept and 
would not eat. #And Elka'nah, her 
husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do 
you weep? .And why do you not eat? 
And why is your heart sad? Am I not 
more to you than ten sons?” 

9 After they had eaten and drunk in 
Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest 
was silting on the seat beside the door¬ 
post of the temple of the Lord. 10 She 
was deeply distressed and prayed to the 
Lord, arid wept bitterly. 11 And she 
vowed a vow and said, “O Lord of 
hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the 
affliction of thy maidservant, and re¬ 
member me, and not forget thy maid¬ 
servant, but wilt give to thy maid¬ 
servant a son, then 1 will give him to the 
Lord all the days of his life, and no 
razor shall touch his head.” 

12 As she continued praying before 
the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 
13 Hannah was speaking in her heart; 
only her lips moved, and her voice was 
nor heard; therefore Eli took her to be 
a drunken woman. 14 And Eli said to her, 
“How long will you be drunken? Put 
away your wine from you.” 15 But 
Hannah answered, “No, my lord, 3 am 
a woman sorely troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I 
have been pouring out my soul before 
the Lord. 16 Do not regard your maid¬ 
servant as a base woman, for all along 
I have been speaking out of my great 
anxiety and vexation.” * 7 Then Eli 
answered, “Go in peace, and the God 
of Israel grant your petition which you 
have made to him.” i«And she said, 
“Let your maidservant find favour in 
your eyes.” Then the woman went her 
way and ate, and her countenance was 
no longer sad. 

19 They rose early in the morning 
and worshipped before the Lord ; then 
they went back to their house at Ram ah. 
And Elka'nah knew Hannah his wife, 

* Gk: Heb obscure ? Gk Syr: Heb three bulls x Hcb 
2 . 1 - 10 : Lk 1.46-55. 


and the Lord remembered her; 20 and 
in due rime Hannah conceived and bore 
a son, and she called his name Samuel, 
for she said, “I have asked him of the 
Lord.” 

21 And the man Elka'nah and all his 
house went up to offer to the Lord the 
yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. 

22 But Hannah did not go up, for she 
said to her husband, “As soon as the 
child is weaned, .1 will bring him, th.it 
he may appear in the presence of the 
Lord, and abide there for ever.” 

23 Elka'nah her husband said to her, 
“Do what seems best to you, wail until 
you have weaned him; only, .may the 
Lord establish his word.” So the 
woman remained and nursed her son. 
until she weaned him. 24 And when she 
had weaned him, she took him up with 
her, along with a three-year-old bull/' 
an ephah of flour, and 3 skin of wine; 
and she brought him to the house of the 
Lord at Shiloh;, and the child was 
young. 25 Then they slew the bull, and 
they brought the child to Eli. 2 <And she 
said, “Oh, my lord l As you live, my 
lord, J am the woman who was standing 
here in your presence, praying to the 
Lord. 27 For this child 3 prayed, and 
the Lord has granted me my petition 
which I made to him. 2 * Therefore I 
.have lent him to the Lord ; as long as he 
lives, he is lent to the Lord.” 

And they 31 worshipped the Lord 
there. 

2 Hannah also prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the Lord; 
my strength is exalted in the Lord. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 
because I rejoice in thy salvation. 

2 “There is none holy like the Lord, 
there is none besides thee; 
there is no rock like our God. 

3 Talk no more so very proudly, 

let not arrogance come from your 
mouth; 

for the Lord is a God of knowledge, 
and by him actions are weighed! 

4 The bows of the mighty are broken, 
but the feeble gird on strength. 

5 Those who were full have hired 
themselves out for bread, 
but those who were hungry have 
ceased to hunger. 

The barren has borne seven. 
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but she who has many children is not, I will take it by force.” 11 Thus the 
forlorn. sin of the young men was very great 

6 The Lord kills and brings to life; in the sight of the Lord; for the men 

he. brings down to oheol and treated the offering of the Lord with 
raises up. contempt. 

7 The Lord makes poor and makes 18 Samuel was ministering before 

rich; the Lord, a boy girded with a linen 

he brings low, he also exahs. ephod. 1 ^ And his mother used to make 

8 He raises up the poor from the dust; for him a little robe and take it to him 

he lii'ts the needy from the ash each year, when she went up uiih her 
heap, husband to oiler the yearly sacrifice, 

to make them sit with princes and 20 Then Eli would bless ElkTnuh and 
inherit a seat of honour. his wife, and say, ‘'The l ord give you 

For the pillars ol' the earth arc the children by this woman for tire loan 
Lord’s, which she lent to ,? the Lord”; so then 

and on them he has set the woild. they would u turn to their home. 

21 And the 1 ,oro visited Hannah, 

9 “He will guard the feet of his faithful and she conceived and bore three sons 

ones; and two daughters. And the boy 

bui the wicked shall be cut old in Samuel grew in the presence of tire 
darkness; Lord. 

for riot by might shall a man pro- 22 Now Eli was very old, and he 
vail. heard all that his sons were doing to all 

10 The adversaries of the Lord shall be Israel, and how they lay with the women 

broken to pieces; who served ar the entrance to the tent 

against them he will thunder in of meeting. 2 V>nd he said to them, 
heaven. _ “Why do you do such things.'* For I 

The Lord will judge the ends of the hear of your evil dealings from all the 
earth; people. 24 No, my sons; it is no good 

he will give strength to his king, report that 1 hear the people of the 
anci exalt the power of his Lord spreading abroad. 2s If a man sins 
anointed.” against a man, God will mediate for 

11 Then Lika Tab went home to him; but if a man sins against the Lord, 
Ramah. And the boy ministered to the who can intercede for him?” But they 
Lord, in the presence of Eli the priest, would not listen to the voice of their 

12 Now the sons of Eli were worth- father: for it was the will of the Lord 
less men; they had no regard for the to slay them. 

Lord. The custom of the priests with 26 Now the boy Samuel continued to 
the people was that when any man grow both in stature and in favour with 
offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant the Lord and with men. 
would come, while the meat was boiling, 27 And there came a man of God to 
wirli a three-pronged fork in his hand, Eli, and said to him, “Thus the Lord 
14 and he would thrust it into the pan, has said, T revealed 1 ' myself to the 
or kettle, or cauldron, or pot; all that the house of your father when they were in 
fork brought up the priest would take Egypt subject to the house of Pharaoh, 
lor himself . c So they did at Shiloh to 2H And I chose him out of all the tribes 
all the Israelites who came there, of Israel to be my priest, to go up to my 
Moreover, before rhe fat was burned, altar, to bum incense, to wear an ephod 
the priest’s servant would come and say before me; and I gave to the house of 
to the man who was sacrificing, “Give your father all my offerings by fire from 
meat for the priest to roast; for he will the people of Israel. 29 Why then look 
not accept boiled meat from you, but with greedy eye at/ my sacrifices and 
raw.” l0 And if the man said to him, my offerings which I commanded, and 
“Let them burn the fat first, and then honour your sons above me by fattening 
take as much as you wish,” he would yourselves upon the choicest parts of 
say, “No, you must give it now; and if every offering of my people Israel?* 

*Tjk Syr Vg: Heb with it d Or for the petition which she asked oj e Gk Tg: Hcb Did I reveal 
f Or treat with scorn Gk: Heb kick at 
2.26: L.k 2.52. 
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30 Therefore the Lord the God of Israel word of the Lord had not yet been re¬ 


declares: ‘I promised that your house 
and the house of your father should go 
in and out before me for ever’; but now 
the Lord declares: ‘Far be it from me; 
for those who honour me I will honour, 
and those who despise me shall be 
jightiy esteemed. 31 Behold, the days 
are coming, when I will ait off your 
strength and the strength of your 
father’s house, so that there will not 
he an old man in your house. 32 Then 
in distress you will look with envious 
eye on all the prosperity which shall be 
bestowed upon Israel; and there shall 
nor. be an old man in your house for 
ever. 33 The man of you whom I shall 
not cut off from my altar shall be spared 
to weep out his** eyes and grieve his^ 
heart; and all the increase of your house 
shall die by the sword of men.* 34 And 
this which shall befall your two sons, 
riophni and Phin' ehas, shall be the sign 
io you: both of them shall die on the 
same day. 35 And I will raise up for my¬ 
self a faithful priest, who shall do ac¬ 
cording to what is in my heart and in 
my mind; and 1 will build him a sure 
house, and he shall go in and out before 
my anointed for ever. 36 And every one 
who is left in your house shall come to 
implore him for a piece of silver or a 
loaf of bread, and shall say, “Put me, I 
pray you, in one of the priest’s places, 
that I may eat a morsel of bread.” ’ ” 

3 Now the boy Samuel was minis¬ 
tering to the Lord under Eli. And 
the word of the Lord was rare in those 
days; there was no frequent vision. 

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight 
had begujj to grow dim, so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his 
own place; 3 the lamp of God had not 
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down within the temple of the Lord, 
where the ark of God was. 4 Then the 
Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” * and 
he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 
down again.” So he went and lay 
down. 6 And the Lord called again, 
“Samuel!” And Samuel arose and went 
to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” But he said, “I did not call, 
my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel 
did not yet know the Lord, and the 


vealed to him. 8 And the Lord called 
Samuel again the third time. And he 
arose and went to Eli, and said, “Here 
I am, for you called me.” Then Eli per¬ 
ceived that the Lord was calling the 
boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you 
shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for thy servant 
hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 

10 And the Lord came and stood 
forth, calling as at other times, “Sam¬ 
uel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for thy servant hears.” 11 Then 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, I 
am about to do a thing in Israel, at 
which the two ears of every one that 
hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will 
fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken 
concerning his house, from beginning 
to end. 13 And I tell him that I am about 
to punish his house for ever, for the 
iniquity which he knew, because his 
sons were blaspheming God, 7 and he 
did not restrain them. 34 Therefore I 
swear to the house of Eli that the 
iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be ex¬ 
piated by sacrifice or offering for ever.” 

15 Samuel lay until morning; then 
he opened the doors of the house of the 
Lord. And Samuel was afraid to tell the 
vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel 
and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he 
said, “Here I am.” ,7 And Eli said, 
“What was it that he told you? Do not 
hide it from me. May God do so to you 
and more also, if you hide anything 
from me of all that he told you.” 18 So 
Samuel told him everything and hid 
nothing from him. And he said, “It is 
the Lord ; let him do what seems good 
to him.” 

19 And Samuel grew, and the Lord 
was with him and let none of his words 
fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from 
Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel 
was established as a prophet of the 
Lord. 21 And the Lord appeared again 
at Shiloh, for the Lord revealed him¬ 
self to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of 
the Lord. J And the word of Samuel 
came to all Israel. 

Now Israel went out to battle against 
the Philistines; they encamped at 
Ebene'zer, and the Philistines en¬ 
camped at Aphek. 2 The Philistines 


0 Gk: Hcb your A Gk: Hcb die as men 1 Gk See 3.10: Hcb the Lord called Samuel 
* Another reading is for themselves 


R.S.V.—I 



1 SAMUEL 4 242 Ark of God captured 


drew up in line against Israel, and when 
the battle spread, Israel was defeated by 
the Philistines, who slew about four 
thousand men on the field of battle. 3 And 
when the troops came to the camp, the 
eldei-s of Israel said, “Why has the 
Lord put us to rout today before 
the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord here from 
Shiloh, that he may come among us 
and save us from the power of our 
enemies.” 4 So the people sent to Shiloh, 
and brought from there the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of hosts, who is 
enthroned on the cherubim; and the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Fhin chas, were 
there with the ark of the covenant of 
God. 

5 When the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord came into the camp, all Israel 
gave a mighty shout, so that the earth 
resounded. $And when the Philistines 
heard the noise of the shouting, they 
said, “What does this great shouting in 
tire camp of the Hebrews mean?” And 
when they learned that tire ark of the 
Lord had come to the camp, 7 die 
Philistines were afraid; for they said, 
“A god has come into the camp.” And 
they said, “Woe to us! For nothing like 
this has happened before, 8 Woe to us 1 
Who can deliver us from the power of 
these mighty gods? These are the gods 
who smote the Egyptians with every 
sort of plague in the wilderness. 9 Take 
courage, and acquit yourselves like men, 
O Philistines, lest you become slaves to 
the Hebrews as they have been to you; 
acquit yourselves like men and fight.” 

10 So the Philistines fought, and 
Israel was defeated, and they fled, every 
man to his home; and there was a very 
great slaughter, for there fell of Israel 
thirty thousand foot soldiers. n And the 
ark of God was captured; and the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phin'ehas, 
were slain. 

12 A man of Beniamin ran from the 
battle line, and came to Shiloh the same 
day, with his clothes rent and with earth 
upon his head. 13 When he arrived, Eli 
was sitting upon his seat by the road 
watching, for his heart trembled for the 
ark of God. And when the man came 
into the city and told the news, all the 
city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the 
sound of the outcry, he said, “What is 
this uproar?” Then the man hastened 
and came and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was 


ninety-eight years old and his eyes were 
set, so that he could not see. i6 And the 
man said to Eli, “I am he who has 
come from the battle; I fled from the 
battle today.” And he said, “How did 
it go, my son?” 17 He who brought the 
tidings answered and said, “Israel has 
fled before the Philistines, and there 
has also been a great slaughter among 
the people; your two sons also, Hophni 
and Phin'ehas, are dead, and the ark of 
God has been captured.” 18 When he 
mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over 
backward from his seat by the side of 
the gate; and his neck was broken and 
he died, for he was an old man, and 
heavy. He had judged Israel forty years. 

19 Now his daughter-in-law, the wife 
of Phin'ehas, was with child, about to 
give birth. And when she heard the 
tidings that the ark of God was cap¬ 
tured, and that her father-in-law and 
her husband were dead, she bowed and 
gave birth; for her pains came upon 
her. 20 And about the time of her death 
the women attending her said to her, 
“Fear not, for you have borne a son.” 
But she did not answer or give heed. 
21 And she named the child Ich'abod, 
saying, “The glory has departed from 
Israel!” because the ark of God had 
been captured and because of her 
father-in-law arid her husband. ^And 
she said, “The glory has departed from 
Israel, for the ark of God has been 
captured.” 

When the Philistines captured the 
ark of God, they carried it from 
Ebene'zer to Ashdod; 2 then the Philis¬ 
tines took the ark of God and brought it 
into the house of Dagon and set it up 
beside Dagon. 3 And when the people of 
Ashdod rose early the next day, behold, 
Dagon had fallen face downward on 
the ground before the ark of the Lord. 
So they took Dagon and put him back 
in his place. 4 But when they rose early 
on the next morning, behold, Dagon 
had fallen face downward on the ground 
before the ark of the Lord, and the head 
of Dagon and both his hands were lying 
cut off upon the threshold; only the 
trunk of Dagon was left to him. 5 This 
is why the priests of Dagon and all who 
enter the house of Dagon do not tread 
on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod 
to this day. 

6 The hand of the Lord was heavy 
upon the people of Ashdod, and he ter- 
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rilied and afflicted them with tumours, 
both Ashdod and its territory. 7 And 
when the men of Ashdod saw how 
things were, they said, “The ark of the 
God of Israel must not remain with us; 
lor his hand is heavy upon us and upon 
Dagon our god.” 8 So they sent and 
gathered together all the lords of the 
Philistines, and said, “What shall we 
do with the ark of the God of Israel?” 
They answered, “Let the ark of the 
God of Israel be brought around to 
Gath.” So they brought the ark of the 
God of Israel there. L> But after they 
had brought it around, the hand of the 
Lord was against the city, causing a 
very great panic, and he afflicted the 
men of the city, both young and old, so 
that tumours broke out upon them. 10 So 
they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But 
when the ark of God came to Ekron, 
ihe people of Ekron cried out, “They 
have brought around to us the ark of the 
God of Israel to slay us and our people.” 

1 They sent thei cfore and gathered to* 
get her all the lords of the Philistines, 
■ind said, “Send away the ark of the 
God of Israel, and let it return to its 
own place, that it may not slay us and 
our people.” For there was a deathly 
panic throughout the whole city. The 
hand of God was very heavy there; 
h - the men who did not die were stricken 
with tumours, and the cry of the city 
went up to heaven. 

iT The ark of the Lord was in the 
country of the Philistines seven 
months. 2 And the Philistines called for 
die priests and the diviners and said, 
“What shall we do with the ark of the 
Lord? Tell us with what we shall send 
it to its place.” 3 They said, “If you 
send away the ark of the God of Israel, 
do not send it empty, but by all means 
return him a guilt offering. Then you 
will be healed, and it will be known to 
you why his hand does not turn away 
from you.” 4 And they said, “What is the 
guilt offering that we shall return to 
him?” They answered, “Five golden 
tumours and five golden mice, according 
to the number of the lords of the Philis¬ 
tines; for the same plague was upon all 
of you and upon your lords. 5 So you 
must make images of your tumours and 
images of your mice that ravage the 
land, and give glory to the God of 
Israel; perhaps he will lighten his hand 
from off you and your gods and your 


land. 6 Why should you harden your 
hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh 
hardened their hearts? After he had 
made sport of them, did not they let the 
people go, and they departed? 7 Now 
then, take and prepare a new cart and 
two milch cows upon which there has 
never come a yoke, and yoke the cows to 
the cart, but take their calves home, 
away from them. s And take the ark of 
the Lord and place it on the cart, and 
put in a box at its side the figures of 
gold, which you are returning to him as 
a guilt offering. Then send it off, and let 
it go its way. i; And watch; if it goes up 
on the way to its own land, to Beih-she'- 
mesh, then it is he who has done us this 
great harm; but if noi, then we shall 
know that it is not his hand that struck 
us, it happened to us by chance.” 

10 The men did so, and took two 
milch cows and yoked them to the cart, 
and shut up their calves at home. ''And 
they put the ark of the Lord on the cart, 
and the box with the golden mice and 
the images of their tumours. i? And the 
cows went straight in the direction of 
Beth-shc’mesh along one highway, low¬ 
ing as they went; they turned neither to 
the right nor to the left, and the lords of 
the Philistines went after them as far as 
the border of Beth-she'mesh. 13 Now 
the people of Beth-she mesh were reap¬ 
ing their wheat harvest in the valley ; and 
when they lifted up their eyes and saw 
the ark, they rejoiced to see it. 14 The 
cart came into the field of Joshua of 
Beth-she’mesh, and stopped there. A 
great stone was there; and they split up 
the wood of the cart and offered the 
cows as a burnt offering to the Lord. 
15 And the l.evites took down tire ark of 
the Lord and the box that was beside 
it, in which were the golden figures, and 
set them upon the great stone; and the 
men of Beth-she'mesh offered burnt 
offerings and sacrificed sacrifices on that 
day to the Lord. 16 And when the five 
lords of the Philistines saw it, they re¬ 
turned that day to Ekron. 

17 These are the golden tumours, 
which the Philistines returned as a guilt 
offering to the Lord: one for Ashdod, 
one for Gaza, one for Ash'kelon, one for 
Gath, one for Ekron; 18 also the golden 
mice, according to the number of all the 
cities of the Philistines belonging to the 
five lords, both fortified cities and un¬ 
walled villages. The great stone, beside 
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which they set down the ark of the 
Lord, is a witness to this day in the held 
of Joshua of Beth-she'mesh, 

19 And he slew some of the men of 
Beth-she'mesh, because they looked into 
the ivk of the Lord; he slew seventy 
men of them, 4 and the people mourned 
because ihe Lord had made a great 
slaughter among the people. 20 Then 
the men of Beth-she'mesh said, “Who 
is able to stand before the Lord, this 
holy God? And to whom shall he go up 
away from us?” 21 So they sent mes¬ 
sengers to the inhabitants of Kir'iath- 
jc'arim, saying, “The Philistines have 
returned the ark of the Lord. Come 

7 down and take it up to you.” *And 
the men of Kir'iath-je'arim came 
and took up the ark of the Lord, and 
brought it to the house of Abin'adab on 
the lull; and they consecrated his son, 
Hlea’zar, to have charge of the ark of 
the Lord. 2 From the day that the ark 
was lodged at Kir'iath-je'arim, a long 
time passed, some twenty years, and all 
the house of Israel lamented after the 
Lord. 

3 Then Samuel said to al! the house 
of Israel, “If you are returning to the 
Lord with all your heart, then pur away 
the foreign gods and the Ash'taroth 
from among you, and direct your heart 
to the Lord, and serve him only, and he 
will deliver you out of live hand of the 
Philistines.” 4 So Israel put away the 
Ba als and the Ash'taroth, and they 
served the Lord only. 

5 Then Samuel said, “Gather ail 
Israel at Mizpah, and I wall pray to the 
Lord for you.” 6 So they gathered at 
Mizpah, and drew water and poured it 
out before the Lord, and fasted on that 
day, and said there, “Wc have sinned 
against the Lord.” And Samuel judged 
the people of Israel at Mizpah. 7 Now 
when the Philistines heard that the 
people of Israel had gathered at Mizpah, 
the lords of the Philistines went up 
against Israel. And when the people of 
Israel heard of it they were afraid of the 
Philistines. 8 And the people of Israel 
said to Samuel, “Do not cease to cry to 
the Lord our God for us, that he may 
save us from the hand of the Philis¬ 
tines.” 9 So Samuel took a sucking lamb 
and offered it as a whole burnt offering 
to the Lord; and Samuel cried to the 

* Cn: Hcb of the people seventy men * fifty thousand men 
m That is Stone of help 


Lord for Israel, and the Lord answered 
him. 10 As Samuel was offering up the 
burnt offering, the Philistines drew near 
to attack Israel; but the Lord thun¬ 
dered with a mighty voice that day 
against the Philistines and threw them 
into confusion; and they were routed 
before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel 
went out of Mizpah and pursued the 
Philistines, and smote them, as far as 
below Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone and set 
it up between Mizpah and Jesh'anah,* 
and called its name Ebcne'zcr ; m for he 
said, “Hitherto the Lord has helped 
tu;.” ** So the Philistines were subdued 
and did not again entei the territory of 
Israel. And the hand of the Lord was 
against the Philistines all the days of 
Samuel. !4 The cities which the Philis¬ 
tines had taken from Israel were re¬ 
stored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; 
and Israel rescued their territory from 
the hand of the Philistines. There was 
peace also between Israel and the 
Amorites. 

15 Samuel judged Israel all the days 
of his life. ,6 And he went on a circuit 
year by year to Bethel, Gilgal, and 
Mizpah; and he judged Israel in all 
these places. 17 Then he would come 
back to Ramah, for his home was there, 
and there also he administered justice 
to Israel. And he built there an altar to 
the Lord. 

8 When Samuel became old, he 
made his sons judges over Israel. 
2 The name of his first-born son was 
Jo'el, and the name of his second, Abi'- 
jah; they were judges in Beer-sheba. 
3 Yet his sons did not walk in his ways, 
but turned aside after gain; they took 
bribes and perverted justice. 

4 Then all the elders of Israel gath¬ 
ered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah, 5 and said to him, “Behold, you 
are old and your sons do not walk in 
your ways; now appoint for us a king to 
govern us like all the nations.” 6 But the 
thing displeased Samuel when they 
said, “Give us a king to govern us.” 
And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Hearken to 
the voice of the people in all that they 
say to you; for they have not rejected 
you, but they have rejected me from 
being king over them. 8 According to all 

1 Gk Syr: Heb Shen 
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the deeds which they have done to me," of Israel more handsome than he; from 
from die day I brought them up out of his shoulders upward he was taller dian 
Egypt even to this day, forsaking me any of the people, 
and serving other gods, so they are also 3 Now the asses of Kish, Saul's 
doing to you. 9 Now then, hearken to father, were lost. So Kish said to Saul 
their voice; only, you shall solemnly his son,‘'Take one of the servants with 

warn them, and show diem the ways you, and arise, go and look for the 

of the king who shall reign over asses.” 4 Ana they? 5 passed through thc 
them.” hill country of E'phraim and passed 

10 So Samuel told all the words of the through the land of Shal ishah, but they 
Lord to the people who were asking a did not find them. And they passed 
king from him. 11 He said, “These will through the land of Sha'alim, but they 
be the ways of the king who will reign were not there. Then they passed 

over you: he will take your sons and through the land of Benjamin, but did 

appoint them to his chariots and to be not find them. 

his horsemen, and to tun before his 5 When they came to the land of 
chariots; 32 and he will appoint for him- Zuph, Saul said to his servant who was 
self commanders of thousands and com- with him, “Come, let us go back, lest 
manders of fifties, and some to plough my father cease to care about the asses 
his ground and to reap his harvest, and and become anxious about us.” 6 But 
to make his implements of war and the he said to him, “Behold, there is a man 
equipment of his chariots. 33 He will of God in this city, and he is a man that 
take your daughters to be perfumers is held in honour; all that he says comes 
and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take true. Let us go there; perhaps he can 
the best of your fields and vineyards and tell us about the journey on which we 
olive orchards and give them to his have set out.” 7 Then Saul said to his 
servants. 15 He will take the tenth of servant, “But if we go, what can 
vour grain and of your vineyards and bring the man? For the bread in our 
give it to liis officers and to his servants, sacks is gone, and there is no present to 
’ Tie will take your menservants and bring to the man of God. What have 
maidservants, and the best of your we?” s The servant answered Saul 
cattle 0 and your asses, and put them to again, “Here, 1 have with me the fourth 
his work. 17 He will take the tenth of part of a shekel of silver, and I will give 
your flocks, and you shall be his slaves, it to the man of God, to tell us our 
j x And in that day you will cry out be- way.” 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a 
cause of your king, whom you have man went to inquire of God, he said, 
chosen for yourselves; but the Lord “Come, let us go to the seer”; for he 
will not answer you in that day.” who is now called a prophet was former- 

19 But the people refused to listen to ly called a seer.) 10 And Saul said to his 
the voice of Samuel; and they said, servant, “Well said; come, let us go.” 
“No! but we will have a king over us. So they went to the city where the man 
20 that we also may be like all the na- of God was. 

tions, and that our king may govern us 11 As they went up the hill to the 
and go out before us and fight our city, they met young maidens coming 
battles.” 21 And when Samuel had heard out to draw water, and said to them, “Is 
all the words of the people, he repeated the seer here?” 32 They answered, “He 
them in the cars of the Lord. 22 And the is; behold, he is just ahead of you. Make 
Lord said to Samuel, “Hearken to their haste; he has come just now to the city, 
voice, and make them a king.” Samuel because the people have a sacrifice today 
then said to the men of Israel, “Go on the high place. 13 As soon as you enter 
every man to his city.” the city, you will find him, before he 

9 There was a man of Benjamin goes up to the high place to eat; for the 
whose name was Kish, the son of people will not eat till he comes, since 
Abi'el, son of Zeror, son of Beco'rath, he must bless the sacrifice; afterward 
son of Aphi'ah, a Benjaminite, a man of those eat who are invited. Now go up. 
wealth; 2 and he had a son whose name for you will meet him immediately.’" 
was Saul, a handsome young man. 14 So they went up to the city. As they 
There was not a man among the people were entering the city, they saw Samuel 

' Gk: Heb lacks to 0 Gk: Heb young r * Gk Vg: Heb Ac 
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coming out toward them on his way up 27 As they were going down to the 


to the high place. 

1 5 Now the day before Saul came, the 
Lord had revealed to Samuel: 16 ‘‘To¬ 
morrow about this time I will send to 
you a man from the. land of Beniamin, 
and you shall anoint him to be prince 
over my people Israel. He shall save my 
people from the hand of the Philistines; 
for I have seen the affliction ofv my 
people, because their cry has come to 
me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, the 
Lord told him, “Here is the man of 
whom I spoke to you! He it is who shall 
rule over my people.” lii Then Saul ap- 
pcoached Samuel m the gate, and said, 
“Tell me where is the house of the 
seer?” lv Samuel answered Saul, “I am 
the seer; go up before me to the high 
place, for today you shall eat with me, 
and in the morning I wall let you go and 
will tell vou all that is on your mind. 
2l 'As for your asses that were lost three 
days ago, do not set your mind on them, 
for they have been found. And for 
whom is all that is desirable in Israel? 
Is it not for you and for alt your father’s 
house?” 21 Saul answered, “Am i not a 
Beniaminice, from the least of the tribes 
of Israel? And is not mv family the 
humblest of ail the families of the tribe 
of Beniamin? Why then have you 
spoken to me in this way?” 

22 Then Samuel took Saul and his 
servant and brought them into the hall 
and gave them a place at the head of 
those who had been invited, who were 
about thirty persons. 23 And Samuel said 
to the cook, “Bring the portion I gave 
you, of which I said to you. Tut it 
aside.’ ” 24 So the cook took up the leg 
and the upper portion r and set them 
before Saul; and Samuel said, “See, 
what was kept is set before you. Eat ; 
because it was kept for you until the 
hour appointed, that you might eat with 
the guests.”* 

So Saul ate with Samuel that day. 
2$And when they came down from the 
high place into the city, a bed was 
spread for Saul upon the roof, and he 
lay down to sleep. 26 Then at the break 
of dawn" Samuel called to Saul upon 
the roof, “Up, that I may send you on 
your way.” So Saul arose, and both he 
and Samuel went out into the street. 

® Gk: Hcb lacks the affliction of 1 Heb obscure s Cn: 
* Gk: Heb and he spoke with Saul u Gk: Hcb and they 
* c Gk: Heb lacks over his people 1st a el ? And you shall . . 


outskirts of the city, Samuel said to 
Saul, “Tell the servant to pass on before 
us, and when he has passed on stop here 
yourself for a while, that I may make 
known to you the word of God.” 
i A Then Samuel took a vial of oil 
JLU and poured it on his head, and 
kissed him and said, “Has not the Lord 
anointed you to be prince over his peo¬ 
ple Israel? And you shall reign over the 
people of the Lord and you will save 
them fiom the hand of their enemies 
round about. And this shall be the sign 
to you that the Lord has anointed you 
to be prince w over his heritage. 2 When 
you depart from me today you will 
meet two men by Rachel’s tomb in the 
territory of Benjamin at Zelzah, arid 
they will say to you, ‘The asses which 
you went to seek are found, and now 
your father has ceased to care about the 
asses and is anxious about you, saying, 
“What shall I do about my son?” ’ 
3 Then you shall go on from there fur¬ 
ther and come to the oak of Tabor; 
three men going up to God at Bethel 
will meet you there, one carrying three 
kids, another carrying three loaves of 
bread, and another carrying a skin of 
wine. 4 And they will greet you and give 
you two loaves of bread, which you shall 
accept from their hand. 5 After that you 
shall come to Gib'eathelchim,* where 
there is a garrison of the Philistines; and 
there, as you come to the city, you will 
meet a band of prophets coming down 
from the high place with harp, tam¬ 
bourine, flute, and lyre before them, 
prophesying. 6 Then the spirit of the 
Lord will come mightily upon you, and 
you shall prophesy with them and be 
turned into another man. 7 Now when 
these signs meet you, do whatever your 
hand finds to do, for God is with you. 
8 And you shall go down before me to 
Gilgal; and behold, I am coming to you 
to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice 
peace offerings. Seven days you shall 
wait, until I come to you and show you 
what you shall do.” 

9 When he turned his back to leave 
Samuel, God gave him another heart; 
and all these signs came to pass that 
day. 10 When they came to Gib'e-ah,* 
behold, a band of prophets met him; 

Hcb saying, I have invited the people 

arose early and at break of dawn 

, to be prince x Or the hill of God 1 Or the hilt 
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and the spirit of God came mightily the people, “Do you see him whom the 
upon him, and he prophesied among Lord has chosen? There is none like 
them. n And when all who knew him him among all the people. 1 ’ And all 
before saw how he prophesied with the the people shouted, “Long live the 
prophets, the people said to one an- king!” 

other, “What has come over the son of 25 Then Samuel told the people the 
Kish? Is Saul also among the proph- rights and duties of the kingship; and he 
ets?” 12 And a man of the place an- wrote them in a book and laid it up be- 
swered, “And who is their father?” fore the Lord. Then Samuel sent all the 
Therefore it became a proverb, “Is Saul people away, each one to his home, 
also among the prophets?” *3 When he 26 Saul also went to his home at Gib'- 
had finished prophesying, he came to e-ah, and with him went men of valour 
the high place. whose hearts God had touched. 27 But 

14 Saul’s unde said to him and to his some worthless fellows said, “How can 
servant, “Where did you go?” And lie this man save us?” And they despised 
said, “To seek the asses; and when we him, and brought him no present. But 
saw they were not to be found, we went he held his peace, 
to Samuel.” 15 And Saul’s uncle said, -j i Then Nahash the Ammonite 
“Pray, tell me what Samuel said to JLJL went up and besieged Ja'besh- 
you.” 16 And Saul said to his uncle, “He gil'ead; and all the men of Jabesh said 
told us plainly that the asses had been to Nahash, “Make a treaty with us, and 
found.” But about the matter of the we will serve you.” 2 But Nahash the 
kingdom, of which Samuel had spoken, Ammonite said to them, “On this con- 
he did not tell him anything. dition I will make a treaty with you, 

17 Now Samuel called the people to- that I gouge out all your right eyes, and 
gether to the Lord at Mizpah; 18 and thus put disgrace upon all Israel.” 
he said to the people of Israel, “Thus 3 The elders of jabesh said to him, 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I “Give us seven days respite that we may 
brought up Israel out of Egypt, and I send messengers through all the ter- 
oelivered you from the hand of the ritory of Israel. Then, if there is no one 
Egyptians and from the hand of all the to save us, we will give ourselves up to 
kingdoms that were oppressing you.’ you.” 4 When the messengers came to 
10 But you have this day rejected your Gib'e-ah of Saul, they reported the 
God, who saves you from all your matter in the ears of the people; and all 
calamities and your distresses; and you the people wept aloud, 
have said, ‘No! but set a king over us.* 5 Now Saul was coming from the 
Now therefore present yourselves be- field behind the oxen; and Saul said, 
fore the Lord by your tribes and by “What ails the people, that they are 
your thousands.” weeping?” So they told him the tidings 

20 Then Samuel brought all the of the men of Jabesh. D And the spirit of 
tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of God came mightily upon Saul when he 
Benjamin was taken by lot. 21 He heard these words, and his anger was 
brought the tribe of Benjamin near by greatly kindled. 7 He took a yoke of 
its families, and the family of the oxen, and cut them in pieces and sent 
Matrites was taken by lot ; finally he them throughout all the territory of 
brought the family of the Matrites near Israel by the hand of messengers, say- 
man by man,® and Saul the son of Kish ing, “Whoever does not come out after 
was taken by lot. But when they sought Saul and Samuel, so shall it be done to 
him, he could not be found. 22 So they his oxen!” Then the dread of the Lord 
inquired again of the Lord, “Did the fell upon the people, and they came out 
man come hither?” b and the Lord said, as one man. 8 When he mustered them 
“Behold, he has hidden himself among at Bezek, the men of Israel were three 
the baggage.” 23 Then they ran and hundred thousand, and the men of 
fetched him from there; and when he Judah thirty thousand. 9 And they said 
stood among the people, he was taller to the messengers who had come, 
than any of the people from his shoul- “Thus shall you say to the men of Ja'- 
ders upward. 24 And Samuel said to all besh-gil'ead: ‘Tomorrow, by the time 

“ Gk: Hcb lacks finally . . . man by man b Gk: Hcb Is there yet a man to come hither f 
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the sun is hot, you shall have deliver¬ 
ance.’ ” When the messengers came and 
told the men of Jabesh, they were glad. 

Therefore the men of Jabesh said, 
“Tomorrow we will give ourselves up 
to you, and you may do to us whatever 
seems good to you.” 11 And on the 
morrow Saul put the people in three 
companies; and they came into the 
midst of the camp in the morning 
watch, and cut down the Ammonites 
until the heat of the day; and those who 
survived were scattered, so that no two 
of them were left together. 

12 Then the people said to Samuel, 
“Who is it that said, ‘Shall Saul reign 
over us?’ Bring the men, that we may 
put them to death.” 13 But Saul said, 
“Not a man shall be put to death this 
day, for today the Lord has wrought 
deliverance in Israel.” 14 Then Samuel 
said to the people, “Come, let us go to 
Gilgal and there renew the kingdom.” 
35 So all the people went to Gilgal, and 
there they made Saul king before the 
Lord in Gilgal. There they sacrificed 
peace offerings before the Lord, and 
there Saul and ail the men of Israel re¬ 
joiced greatly. 

And Samuel said to all Israel, 
AjL “Behold, I have hearkened to 
your voice in all that you have said to 
me, and have made a king over you. 
2 And now, behold, the king walks be¬ 
fore you; and I am old and grey, and 
behold, my sons are with you; and I 
have walked before you from my youth 
until this day. 3 Here I am; testify 
against me before the Lord and before 
his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? 
Or whose ass have I taken? Or whom 
have I defrauded? Whom have I op¬ 
pressed? Or from whose hand have I 
taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? 
Testify against me c and I will restore 
it to you.” 4 They said, “You have not 
defrauded us or oppressed us or taken 
anything from any man’s hand.” 5 And 
he said to them, “The Lord is witness 
against you, and his anointed is witness 
this day, that you liave not found any- 
thing in my hand.” And they said, 
“He is witness.” 

6 And Samuel said to the people, 
“The Lord is witness,** who appointed 
Moses and Aaron and brought your 


fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 

7 Now therefore stand still, that I may 
plead with you before the Lord con¬ 
cerning all the saving deeds of the 
Lord which he performed for you and 
for your fathers. 8 When Jacob went 
into Egypt and the Egyptians oppressed 
them/' then your fathers cried to the 
Lord and tire Lord sent Moses and 
Aaron, who brought forth your fathers 
out of Egypt, and made them dwell in 
this place. 9 But they forgot the Lord 
their God; and he sold them into the 
hand of Sis 'era, commander of the army 
of Jabin king of' Hazor, and into the 
hand of the Philistines, and into the 
hand of the king of Moab; and they 
fought against them. 10 And they cried to 
the Lord, and said, *We have sinned, 
because we have forsaken the Lord, and 
have served the Ba'als and the Ash'- 
taroth; but now deliver us out of the 
hand of our enemies, and we will serve 
thee.* 31 And the Lord sent Jerubba'al 
and Barak/' and Jephthah, and Samuel, 
and delivered you out of the hand of 
your enemies on every side; and you 
dwelt in safety. 12 And when you saw 
that Wahash the king of the Am¬ 
monites came against you, you said to 
me, ‘No, but a kmg shall reign over us,’ 
when the Lord your God was your 
king. 13 And now behold the king whom 
you have chosen, for whom you have 
asked; behold, the Lord has set a king 
over you. 14 If you will fear the Lord 
and serve him and hearken to his voice 
and not rebel against the command¬ 
ment of the Lord, and if both you and 
the king who reigns over you will follow 
the Lord your God, it will be well; 
35 but if you will not hearken to the 
voice of the Lord, but rebel against the 
commandment of the Lord, then the 
hand of the Lord will be against you 
and your king. 7 * 16 Now therefore stand 
still and see this great tiling, which the 
Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it 
not wheat harvest today? I will call 
upon the Lord, that he may send 
thunder and rain; and you shall know 
and see that your wickedness is great, 
which you have done in the sight of the 
Lord, in asking for yourselves a king.” 
18 So Samuel called upon the Lord, and 
the Lord sent thunder and rain that 
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day; and all the people greatly feared terns, ? or crossed the fords of the 
the Lord and Samuel. Jordan* to the land of Gad and Gilead, 

19 And all the people said to Samuel, Saul was still at Gilgal, and all the 
“Pray for your servants to the Lord people followed him trembling, 
your God, that we may not die; for we 8 He waited seven days, the time ap- 
have added to all our sins this evil, to pointed by Samuel; but Samuel did 
ask for ourselves a king.” 20 And Samuel not come to Gilgal, and the people were 
said to the people, “Fear not; you have scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, 
done all this evil, yet do not turn aside “Bring the burnt offering here to me, 
from following the Lord, but serve the and the peace offerings/’ And he 
Lord with all your heart; 21 and do not offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as 
turn aside after* vain things which can- he had finished offering the burnt offer- 
nor profit or save, for they are vain, ing, behold, Samuel came; and Saul 
22 For the Lord will not cast away his went, out to meet him and salute him. 
people, for .his great name’s sake, be- 11 Samuel said, “What have you done?” 
cause it has pleased the Lord to make And Saul said, “When I saw that the 
you a people for himself. 23 Moreover people were scattering from me, and 
as for me, far be it from me that I that you did not come within the days 
should sin against the Lord by ceasing appointed, and that the Philistines had 
to pray for you; and I will instruct vou mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, ‘Now 
in the good and the right way. 24 Only the Philistines will come down upon me 
fear the Lord, and serve him faithfully at Gilgal, and i have nor entreated the 
with all your heart; for consider what favour of the Lord’; so I forced myself, 
great things he has done for you. 25 But and offered the burnt offering.” i3 And 
if you still do wickedly, you shall be Samuel said to Saul, “You have done 
swept away, both you and your king.” foolishly; you have not kept the com- 

B Saul was . . J years old when he mandment of the Lord your God, 
began to reign; and he reigned which he commanded you; for now the 
, . . and two* years over Israel, Lord would have established your king- 

2 Saul chose three thousand men of dom over Israel for ever. 14 But now 
Israel", two thousand were with Saui in your kingdom shall not continue; the 
Michmash and the hill country of Lord has sought out a man after his 
Bethel, and a thousand were with Jon- own heart ; and the Lord has appointed 
athan in Gib'e-ah of Beniamin ; the rest him to be prince over his people, be¬ 
ef the people he sent home, every man cause you have not kept what the Lord 
co his tent. 3 Jonathan defeated the garri- commanded you.” 15 And Samuel arose, 
son of the Philistines which was at Geba; and went up from Gilgal to Gib 'e-ah 
and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul of Beniamin. 

blew the trumpet throughout all the And Saul numbered the people who 
land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear/* were present with him, about six hun- 
4 And all Israel heard it said that Saul dred men. 16 And Saul, and Jonathan 
had defeated the garrison of the Philis- his son, and the people who were 
tines, and also that Israel had become present with them, stayed in Geba of 
odious to the Philistines. And the people Beniamin; but the Philistines encamped 
were called out to join Saul at Gilgal. in Michmash, 17 And raiders came out of 
5 And the Philistines mustered to the camp of the Philistines in three 
fight with Israel, thirty thousand companies; one company turned to- 
chariots, and six thousand horsemen, ward Ophrah, to the land of Shu'al, 
and troops like the sand on the seashore 18 another company turned toward 
in multitude; they came up and en- Beth-horon, and another company 
camped in Michmash, to the east of turned toward the border that looks 
Beth-a'ven. 6 When the men of Israel down upon the valley of Zebo'im 
saw that they were in straits (for the toward the wilderness, 
people were hard pressed), the people 19 Now there was no smith to be 
hid themselves in caves and in holes found throughout all the land of Israel; 
and in rocks and in tombs and in cis- for the Philistines said, “Lest the 

* Gk Syr Tg Vg: Heb because after 3 The number is lacking in Heb 

Two is not the entire number. Something has dropped out. * Cn: Heb Hebrews crossed the Jordan 
83.14s Acts n.22. 
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Hebrews make themselves swords or 
spears’*; 20 but every one of the Is¬ 
raelites went down to the Philistines to 
sharpen his ploughshare, his'mattock, 
his axe, or his sickle ; m 21 and the charge 
was a pirn for the ploughshares and for 
the mattocks, and a third of a shekel for 
sharpening the axes and for setting tire 
goads.” 22 So on the day of the battle 
there was neither sword nor spear found 
in the hand of any of the people with 
Saul and Jonathan; but Saul and Jona¬ 
than his son had them. 23 And the gar¬ 
rison of the Philistines went out to the 
pass of Michmash. 

M One day Jonathan the son of 
Saul said to the young man who 
bore his armour, ‘'Come, let us go over 
to the Philistine garrison on yonder 
side.’* But he did not tell his father. 
2 Saul was staying in the outskirts of 
Gib'e-ah under the pomegranate tree 
which is at Migron; the people who 
were with him were about six hundred 
men, 3 and Ahi'iah the son of Ahi'tub, 
Ich'abod’s brother, son of Phin'ehas, 
son of Eli, the priest of the Lord in 
Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the 
people did not know that Jonathan had 
gone. 4 In the pass/ by which Jonathan 
sought to go over to the Philistine 
garrison, there was a rocky crag on the 
one side and a rocky crag on the other 
side; the name of the one was Bo.zez, 
and the name of the other Seneh. 3 The 
one crag rose on the north in front of 
Michmash, and the other on the south 
in front of Geba. 

6 And Jonathan said to the young 
man who bore his armour, “Come, let 
us go over to the garrison of these un¬ 
circumcised; it may be that the Lord 
will work for us; for nothing can 
hinder the Lord from saving by many 
or by few.** 7 And his armour-bearer said 
to him, “Do all that your mind inclines 
to/ behold, 1 am with you, as is your 
mind so is mine.”? 8 Then said Jona¬ 
than, “Behold, we will cross over to the 
men, and we will show ourselves to 
them. 9 If they say to us, ‘Wait until we 
come to you,* then we will stand still in 
our place, and we will not go up to 
them. 10 But if they say, ‘Come up to 
us,’ then we will go up; for the Lord has 
given them into our hand. And this 


Victory at Michmash 
shall be the sign to us.** 11 So both of 
them showed themselves to the garrison 
of the Philistines; and the Philistines 
said, “Look, Hebrews are coming out of 
the holes where they have hid them¬ 
selves.” 12 And the men of the garrison 
hailed Jonathan and his armour-bearer, 
and said, “Come up to us, and we will 
show you a thing.” And Jonathan said 
to his armour-bearer, “Come up after 
me; for the Lord has given them into 
the hand of Israel.” 13 Then Jonathan 
climbed up on his hands and feet, and 
his armour-bearer after him. And they 
fell before Jonathan, and his armour- 
bearer killed them after him; 14 and that 
first slaughter, which Jonathan and his 
armour-bearer made, was of about 
twenty men within as it were half a 
furrow’s length in an acre 1 ' of land. 
'■ 5 And there was a panic in the camp, 
in the field, and among all the people; 
the garrison and even the raiders 
trembled; the earth quaked; and it 
became a very great panic. 

16 And the watchmen of Saul in 
Gib'e-ah of Beniamin looked; and be¬ 
hold, the multitude was surging hither 
and thither.* 17 Then Saul said to the 
people who were with him, “Number 
and see who has gone from us.” And 
when they had numbered, behold, Jona¬ 
than and his armour-bearer were not 
there. 18 And Saul said to Ahi'jah, 
“Bring hither the ark of God.” For the 
ark of God went at that time with the 
people of Israel. 19 And while Saul was 
talking to the priest, the tumult in the 
camp of the Philistines increased more 
and more; and Saul said to the priest, 
“Withdraw your hand.” 20 Then Saul 
and all the people who were with him 
rallied and went into the battle; and be¬ 
hold, every man’s sword was against 
his fellow’, and there was very great con¬ 
fusion. 21 Now the Hebrews who had 
been with the Philistines before that 
time and w'ho had gone up with them 
into the camp, even they also turned to 
be with 1 the Israelites who were with 
Saul and Jonathan. 22 Likewise, when 
all the men of Israel who had hid them¬ 
selves in the hill country of E'phraim 
heard that the Philistines were fleeing, 
they too followed hard after them in the 
battle. 23 So the Lord delivered Israel 
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that day; and the battle passed beyond 
Beth-a'ven. 

24 And the men of Israel were dis¬ 
tressed that day; for Saul laid an oath 
on the people, saying, ‘'Cursed be the 
man who eats food until it is evening 
and I am avenged on my enemies.” So 
none of the people tasted food. 25 And 
all the people" came into the forest; and 
there was honey on the ground. 26 And 
when the people entered the forest, be¬ 
hold, the honey was dropping, bat no 
man put his hand to his mouth; for the 
people feared the oath. 27 But Jonathan 
had not heard his father charge the peo¬ 
ple with the oath; so he put forth the 
tip of the staff that was in his hand, and 
dipped it in the honeycomb, and put his 
hand to his mouth; and his eyes became 
bright. 28 Then one of the people said, 
“Your father strictly charged the people 
with an oath, saying, ‘Cursed be the 
man who eats food this day.* ’* And the 
people were faint. 29 Then Jonathan 
said, “My father has troubled tine land; 
see how my eyes have become bright, 
because I tasted a little of this honey. 

How much better if the people had 
eaten freely today of the spoil of their 
enemies which they found; for now the 
slaughter among the Philistines has not 
been great.** 

31 They struck down the Philistines 
that day from Michmash to Ai'jalon. 
And the people were very faint; 32 the 
people flew upon the spoil, and took 
sheep and oxen and calves, and slew 
them on the ground; and the people ate 
them with the blood. 33 Then they told 
Saul, “Behold, the people are sinning 
against the Lord, by eating with the 
blood.** And he said, “You have dealt 
treacherously; roll a great stone to me 
here.”" 34And Saul said, “Disperse 
yourselves among the people, and say to 
them, ‘Let every man bring his ox or 
his sheep, and sky them here, and eat; 
and do not sin against the Lord by 
eating with the blood.* ’* So every one 
of the people brought his ox with him 
that night, and slew them there, 35And 
Saul built an altar to the Lord; it was 
the first altar that he built to the Lord. 

36 Then Saul said, “Let us go down 
after the Philistines by night and despoil 
them until the morning light; let us not 
leave a man of them.** And they said, 

* Hcb land *' Gk: Heb this day w Vg Compare Gk: 
24.49: 1 Sam 31.2; 1 Chron 10.2. 


“Do whatever seems good to you. 
But the priest said, “Let us draw near 
hither to God.** 37And Saul inquired of 
God, “Shall I go down after the Philis¬ 
tines? Wilt thou give them into the hand 
of Israel?** But he did not answer him 
that day. 38 And Saul said, “Come 
hither, all you leaders of the people; and 
know and see how this sin has arisen 
today. 3g For as the Lord lives who 
saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan 
my son, he shall surely die.” But there 
was not a man among all the people that 
answered him. 40 Then he said to alt 
Israel, “You shall be on one side, and I 
and Jonathan my son will be on the 
other side.” And the people said to 
Saul, “Do what seems good to you.” 
41 Therefore Saul said, “O Lord God of 
Israel, why hast thou nor answered thy 
servant this day? If this guilt is in me 
or in Jonathan my son, O Lord, God of 
Israel, give Urim; but if this guilt is in 
thy people Israel, 1 " give Thummim.*’ 
And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but 
the people escaped. 42 Then Saul said, 
“Cast the lot between me and my son 
Jonathan.” And Jonathan was taken. 

43 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell 
me what you have done.” And Jonathan 
told him, “I tasted a little honey with 
the tip of the staff that was in my hand; 
here I ant, I will die.” 44 And Saul said, 
“God do so to me and more also; you 
shall surely die, Jonathan.” 43 Then the 
people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan 
die, who has wrought this great victory 
in Israel? Far from it! As the Lord lives, 
there shall not one hair of his head fall 
to the ground; for he has wrought with 
God this day.** So the people ransomed 
Jonathan, that he did not die. 46 Then 
Saul went up from pursuing the Philis¬ 
tines; and the Philistines went to their 
own place. 

47 When Saul had taken the kingship 
over Israel, he fought against ail his 
enemies on every side, against Moab, 
against the Ammonites, against Edom, 
against the kings of Zobah, and against 
the Philistines; wherever he turned he 
put them to the worse. 48 And he did 
valiantly, and smote the AmaTekites, 
and delivered Israel out of the hands of 
those who plundered them. 

49 Now the sons of Saul were Jona¬ 
than, Ishvi, and MaTchishu'a; and the 

Heb Saul said to the Lord, the God of Israel 
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names of his two daughters were these: 
the name of the first-Dorn was Merab, 
and the name of the younger Michal; 
50 and the name of Saul’s wife was 
Ahin'o-am the daughter of Ahim'a-az. 
And the name of the commander of his 
army was Abner the son of Ner, Saul’s 
uncie; 51 Kish was the father of Saul, 
and Ner the father of Abner was the son 
of Abi'el. 

52 There was hard fighting against 
the Philistines all the days of Saul; and 
when Saul saw any strong man. or any 
valiant man, he attached him to himself. 
’% EL And Samuel said to Saul, “The 
Lord sent me to anoint you king 
over his people Israel; now therefore 
hearken to the words of the Lord. 2 Thus 
says the Lord of hosts, M will punish 
what Am'alek did to Israel in opposing 
them on the way, when they came up out 
of Egypt. 3 Now go and smite Am'alck, 
and utterly destroy all that they have; 
do not spare them, but kill both man 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and 
sheep, camel and ass.’ ” 

4 So Saul summoned the people, and 
numbered them in Tela’im, two hun¬ 
dred thousand men on foot, and ten 
thousand men of Judah. •‘And Saul 
came to the city of Am'alek, and lay in 
wait in the valley. ft And Saul said to the 
Ken ites, “Go, depart, go down horn 
among the Amal'ekites, lest I destroy 
you with them; for you showed kind¬ 
ness to all the people of Israel when 
they came up out of Egypt.” So the 
Ken'ites departed from among the 
Amal'ekites. 7 And Saul defeated the 
Amal'ekites, from Hav'ilah as far as 
Shur, which is east of Egypt. 8 And he 
took Agag the king of the Amal'ekites 
alive, and utterly destroyed all the peo¬ 
ple with the edge of the sword. 9 But 
Saul and the people spared Agag, and 
the best of the sheep and of the oxen and 
of the fadings, and the lambs, and all 
that was good, and would not utterly 
destroy them; all that was despised and 
worthless they utterly destroyed. 

10 The word of the Lord came to 
Samuel: 11 “I repent that I have made 
Saul king; for he has turned back from 
following me, arid has not performed 
my commandments.” And Samuel was 
angry; and he cried to the Lord all 
night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet 
Saul in the morning; and it was told 

B5.22: Mk 12.33. 


Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and 
behold, he set up a monument for him¬ 
self and turned, and passed on, and 
went down to Gilgal.” ,3 And Samuel 
came to Saul, and Saul said to him, 
“Blessed be you to the Lord; I have 
performed the commandment of the 
Lord.” ’ 4 And Samuel said, “What then 
is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, 
and the lowing of the oxen which I 
hear?” 15 Saul said, “They have brought 
them from the Amal'ekites; for the 
people spared the best of the sheep and 
of the oxen, to sacrifice to the Lord your 
God; and the rest we have utterly de¬ 
stroyed.” 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, 
“Stop! I will tell you what the Lord 
said to me this night.” And he said to 
him, “Say on.” 

17 And Samuel said, “Though you 
are little in your own eyes, are you not 
the head of the tribes of Israel? The 
Lord anointed you lung over Israel. 
18 And the Lord sent you on a mission, 
and said, ‘Go, utterly destroy the 
sinners, the Amal'ekites., and fight 
against them until they are consumed.’ 
19 Why then did you not obey the voice 
of the Lord? Why did you swoop on the 
spoil, and do what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord?” 20 And Saul said to Sam¬ 
uel, “I have obeyed the voice of the 
Lord, I have gone on the mission on 
which the Lord sent me, I have brought 
Agag the king of Am'alek, and I have 
utterly destroyed the Amal'ekites. 21 But 
the people took of the spoil, sheep and 
oxen, the best of the things devoted to 
destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord 
your God in Gilgal.” 22 And Samuel 
said, 

“Has the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

as in obeying the voice of the 
Lord? 

Behold, to obey is better than sacri¬ 
fice, 

and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion is as the sin of divina- 
tion, 

and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word 
of the Lord, 

he has also rejected you from being 
king.” 

24 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have 
sinned; for 1 have transgressed the 
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commandment of the Lord and your 
words, because I feared the people and 
obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, I 
prav, pardon my sin, and return with 
me, that I may worship the Lord.” 
-<*And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not 
return with you; for you have rejected 
the word of the Lord, and the Lord has 
rejected you from being king over 
Israel.” 27 As Samuel turned to go away, 
Saul laid hold upon the skirt of his robe, 
and it tore. 28 And Samuel said to him, 
“The Lord has torn the kingdom of 
Israel from you this day, and has given 
it to a neighbour of yours, who is better 
than you. 2 °And also the Glory of Israel 
will not lie or repent; for he is not a 
man, that he should repent.” 30 Then he 
said, “I have sinned; yet honour me 
now before tire elders of my people and 
before Israel, and return with me, that 

I may worship the Lord your God.” 
31 So Samuel turned back after Saul; 
and Saul worshipped the Lord. 

32 Then Samuel said . “Bring here to 
me Agag the king of the Amafekires.” 
And Agag came to him cheerfully. Agag 
said, “Surely the bitterness of death is 
past.” -3And Samuel said, “As your 
s .void has made women childless, so 
shall your mother be childless among 
women.” And Samuel hewed Agag in 
pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and 
Saul went up to his house in Gib'e-ah of 
Saul. 35 And Samuel did not see Saul 
again until the day of his death, but 
Samuel grieved over Saul. And the 
Lord repented that he had made Saul 
king over Israel. 

II /Z The Lord said to Samuel, 

“How long will you grieve over 
Saul, seeing I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel? Fill your horn 
with oil, and go; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have pro¬ 
vided for myself a king among his sons.” 
2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If 
Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the 
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and 
say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord.* 3 And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me liim whom 
I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the 
Lord commanded, and came to Bethle¬ 
hem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you 
come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peace¬ 


ably; I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord; consecrate yourselves, and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” And he con¬ 
secrated Jesse and his sons, and invited 
them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they came, he looked on 
Eli'ab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is before him.” 7 But the Lord 
said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the Lord sees not as man sees; .man 
looks on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.” s Then 
Jesse called Abin'adab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. And he said, 
“Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” * Then Jesse made Shammuh 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the 
Lord chosen this one.” l0 And Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen these.” 
11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all 
your sons here?” And he said, “There 
remains yet the youngest, but behold, 
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel 
said to Jesse, “Send and fetch him; for 
we will not sit down nil he comes here.” 
!2 And he sent, and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, 
and was handsome. .And the Lord said, 
“Arise, anoint him; for this is he.” 
13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord 
came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. And Samuel rose up, and 
went to Ramah. 

14 Now the Spirit of the Lord de¬ 
parted from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from the Lord tormented him. 15 And 
Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold 
now, an evil spirit from God is tor¬ 
menting you. Let our lord now com¬ 
mand your servants, who are before 
you, to seek out a man who is skilful in 
playing the lyre; and when the evil 
spirit from God is upon you, he will 
play it, and you will be well.” 17 So Saul 
said to his servants, “Provide for me a 
man who can play well, and bring him 
to me.” 18 One of the young men an¬ 
swered, “Behold, I have seen a son of 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skilful in 
playing, a man of valour, a man of war, 
prudent in speech, and a man of good 
presence; and the Lord is with him.” 
19 Therefore Saul sent messengers to 
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Jesse, and said, “Send me David your 
son, who is with the sheep.” 20 And 
Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and 
a skin of wine and a kid, and sent them 
by David his son to Saul. 21 And David 
came to Saul, and entered his service. 
And Saul loved him greatly, and he 
became his armour-bearer. 22 And Saul 
sent to Jesse, saying, “L et David remain 
in my service, for he has found favour 
in my sight.” 23 And whenever the 
evil spirit from God was upon Saul, 
David took the lyre and played it with 
his hand; so Saul was refreshed, and 
was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him. 

1 Hf Now the Philistines gathered 
A / their armies for battle; and they 
were gathered at Socoh, which belongs 
to Judah, and encamped between So¬ 
coh and Aze'kah, in E'phes-dam'mim. 
2 And Saul and the men of Israel were 
gathered, and encamped in the valley of 
Eiah, and drew up in line of battle 
against the Philistines. 3 And the Philis¬ 
tines stood on the mountain on the one 
side, and Israel stood on the mountain 
on the other side, with a valley between 
them. 4 And there came out from the 
camp of the Philistines a champion 
named Goliath, of Gath, whose height 
was six cubits and a span. 5 He had a 
helmet of bronze on his head, and he 
was aimed with a coat of mail, and the 
weight of the coat was five thousand 
shekels of bronze. ft And he had greaves 
of bronze upon his legs, and a javelin of 
bronze slung between his shoulders. 
7 And the shaft of his spear was like a 
weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head 
weighed six hundred shekels of iron; 
and his shield-bearer went before him. 
s He stood and shouted to the ranks of 
Israel, “Why have you come out to 
draw up for battle? Am I not a Philis¬ 
tine, and are you not servants of Saul? 
Choose a man for yourselves, and let 
him come down to me. 9 If he is able to 
light with me and kill me, then we will 
be your servants; but if I prevail against 
him and kill him, then you shall be our 
servants and serve us.” 10 And the 
Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of 
Israel this day; give me a man, that we 
may fight together.” 11 When Saul and 
all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and 
greatly afraid. 

x Gk Syr: Hcb among men 


12 Now David was the son of an 
Eph'rathite of Bethlehem in Judah, 
named Jesse, who had eight sons. In the 
days of Saul the man was already old 
and advanced in years. x 53 The three 
eldest sons of Jesse had followed Saul 
to the battle; and the names of his three 
sons who went to the battle were Eli'ab 
the first-born, and next to him Abin - 
adab, and the third Shammah. 14 David 
was the youngest; the three eldest fol¬ 
lowed Saul, 15 but David went back and 
forth from Saul to feed his father’s 
sheep at Bethlehem. 16 For forty days 
the Philistine came forward and took his 
stand, morning and evening. 

17 .And Jesse said to David his son, 
“Take for your brothers an ephah of 
this parched grain, and these ten 
loaves, and carry them quickly to the 
camp to your brothers; 18 also take 
these ten cheeses to the commander of 
their thousand. See how your broth¬ 
ers fare, and bring some token from 
them.” 

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the 
men of Israel, were in the valley of 
Elah, fighting with the Philistines. 
2u And David rose early in the morning, 
and left the sheep with a keeper, and 
took the provisions, and went, as Jesse 
had commanded him; and he came to 
the encampment as the host was going 
forth to the battle line, shouting the 
war cry. 21 And Israel and the Philistines 
drew up for battle, army against army. 
^And David left the things in charge of 
the keeper of the baggage, and ran to 
the ranks, and went and greeted his 
brothers. 23 As he talked with them, be¬ 
hold, the champion, the Philistine of 
Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of 
die ranks of die Philistines, and spoke 
the same words as before. And David 
heard him. 

24 All the men of Israel, when they 
saw the man, fled from him, and were 
much afraid. 25 And the men of Israel 
said, “Have you seen this man who has 
come up? Surely he has come up to defy 
Israel; and the man who kills him, die 
king will enrich with great riches, and 
will give him his daughter, and make his 
fadier’s house free in Israel.” 26 And 
David said to the men who stood by 
him, “What shall be done for the man 
who kills this Philistine, and takes away 
the reproach from Israel? For who is 
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this uncircumcised Philistine, that he 
should defy the armies of the living 
God?” 27 And the people answered him 
in the same way, “So shall it be done to 
the man who kills him.” 

28 Now Eli'ab his eldest brother 
heard when he spoke to the men; and 
Eli'ab’s anger was kindled against 
David, and he said, “Why have you 
come down? And with whom have you 
left those few sheep in the wilderness? I 
know your presumption, and the evil of 
your heart’, for you have come down to 
see the battle.” 29 And David said, 
“What have I done now? Was it not but 
p. word?” 30 And he turned away from 
him toward another, and spoke in the 
same way; and the people answered him 
again as before. 

31 When the words which David 
spoke were heard, they repeated them 
before Saul; and he sent for him. 32 And 
David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart 
fail because of him .; your servant will go 
and fight with this Philistine.” 33 And 
Saul said to David, “You are not able to 
go against this Philistine to fight with 
him ; for you are but a youth, and he has 
been a man of war from his youth.” 

But David said to Saul, “Your servant 
used to keep sheep for his father; and 
when there came a lion, or a bear, and 
took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went 
after him and smote him and delivered 
it out of his mouth; and if he arose 
against me, I caught him by his beard, 
and smote him and killed him. 36 Your 
servant has killed both lions and bears; 
and this uncircumcised Philistine shall 
be like one of them, seeing he has defied 
the arniies of the living God.” 37 And 
David said, “The Lord who delivered 
me from the paw of the lion and from 
the paw of the bear, will deliver me from 
the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul 
said to David, “Go, and the Lord be 
with you!” 38 Then Saul clothed David 
with his armour; he put a helmet of 
bronze on his head, and clothed him 
with a coat of mail. 39 And David girded 
his sword over his armour, and he tried 
in vain to go, for he was not used to 
them. Then David said to Saul, “I 
cannot go with these; for I am not used 
to them.” And David put them off. 
40 Then he took his staff in his hand, 
and chose five smooth stones from the 
brook, and put them in his shepherd’s 
v Gk: Heb Gai 


bag or wallet; his sling was in his hand, 
and he drew near to the Philistine, 

41 And the Philistine came on and 
drew near to David, with his shield- 
bearer in front of him. 42 And when the 
Philistine looked, and saw David, he 
disdained him; for he was but a youth, 
ruddy and comely in appearance. 43 And 
rhe Philistine said to David, “Am I a 
dog, that you come to me with sticks?” 
And the Philistine cursed David by his 
gods. 44 The Philistine said to David, 
“Come to me, and I will give your flesh 
to the birds of the air and to the beasts 
of the field.” 45 Then David said to the 
Philistine, “You come to me with a 
sword and with a spear and with a 
javelin; but I come to you in the name 
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
4& This day the Lord will deliver you 
into my hand, and I will strike you 
down, and cut off your head; and I will 
give the dead bodies of the host of the 
Philistines this day to the birds of the 
air and to the wild beasts of the earth; 
that all the earth may know that there is 
a God in Israel, 47 and that all this as¬ 
sembly may know that the Lord saves 
not with sword and spear; for the battle 
is the Lord’s and he will give you into 
our hand.” 

48 When the Philistine arose and 
came and drew near to meet David, 
David ran quickly toward the battle 
line to meet the Philistine. 49 And David 
put his hand in his bag and took out a 
stone, and slung it, and struck the 
Philistine on his forehead; the stone 
sank into his forehead, and he fell on his 
face to the ground. 

50 So David prevailed over the 
Philistine with a sling and with a stone, 
and struck the Philistine, and killed 
him; there was no sword in the hand of 
David. 51 Then David ran and stood 
over the Philistine, and took his sword 
and drew it out of its sheath, and killed 
him, and cut off' his head with it. When 
the Philistines saw that their champion 
was dead, they fled. 52 And the men of 
Israel and Judah rose with a shout and 
pursued the Philistines as far as Gath*' 
and the gates of Ekron, so that the 
wounded Philistines fell on the way 
from Sha-ara'im as far as Gath and 
Ekron. 53 And the Israelites came back 
from chasing the Philistines, and they 
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Sundered their camp. 54 And David day. Saul had his spear in his hand; 
rook the head of the Philistine and 11 and Saul cast the spear, for he 
brought it to Jerusalem; but he put his thought, “I will pin David to the wall.'’ 
armour in ids tent. But David evaded him twice. 

55 When Saul saw David go forth 12 Saul was afraid of David, because 
against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the Lord was with him but had de~ 
the commander of the army, “Abner, parted Irom Saul. * 3 So Saul removed 
whose son is this youth?” And Abner him from his presence, and made him a 
said, “As your soul lives, O king, I can- commander of a thousand; and he went 
not tell.” S6 And the king said, “Inquire out and came in before the people, 
whose son the stripling .is.” - S7 And as I4 And David had success in ail his un- 
David returned from the slaughter of dertakings; for the Lord was with him. 
the Philistine, Abner took him, and 15 And when Saul saw that he had great 
brought him before Saul with the head success, he stood in awe of him. U) But 
of the Philistine m his hand. 5s And Saul all Israel and Judah loved David; for he 
said to him, “Whose son are you, young went out and came in before them, 
man?” And David answered, “I am the 17 Then Saul said to David, “Here 
son of your servant Jesse die Bethlc- is my elder daughter Merab; 1 will give 
hemite.” her to you for a wife; only be valiant for 

•j O When he had finished speaking me and right the Lord’s battles.” For 
JLO to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was Saul thought, “Let not my hand be 
knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan upon him, but let the hand of the 
loved him as his own soul. 2 And Saul Philistines be upon him.” 18 And David 
took him that day, and would not let said to Saul, “Who am I, and who are 
him ret uni to his father’s house. 3 Then my kinsfolk, my father’s family in 
Jonathan made a covenant with David, Israel, that .1 should be son-in-law to 
because be loved him as his own soul, the king?” 10 But at the time when 
4 And Jonathan stripped himself of the Merab, Saul’s daughter, should have 
robe that was upon him, and gave it to been given to David, she was given to 
David, and Ms armour, and even his A'dri-el the Meho lathite for a wife., 
sword and bis bow and his girdle. 5 And 20 Now Saul’s daughter Michai loved 
David went out and was successful David; and they told Saul, and the 
wherever Saul sent him; so that Saul tiling pleased him. 21 Saul thought, 
set him over the men of war. And this “Let me give her to him, that she may 
was good in the sight of all the people be a snare for him, and that the hand of 
and also in the sight of Saul’s servants, the Philistines may be against him.” 

6 As they were coming home, when Therefore Saul said to David a second 
David returned from slaying the Philis- time, a “You shall now be my son-in¬ 
tine, the women came out of all the law.” 22 And Saul commanded his serv- 
cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to ants, “Speak to David in private and 
meet King Saul, with timbrels, with say, ‘Behold, the king has delight in you, 
songs of ioy, and with instruments 1 of and all his servants love you; now then 
music. 7 And the women sang to one become the king’s son-in-law.’ ” 23 And 
another as they made merry, Saul’s servants spoke those words in the 

“Saul has slain his thousands, ears of David. And David said, “Does 

and David his ten thousands.” it seem to you a little thing to become 
8 And Saul was very angry, and this say- the king’s son-in-law, seeing that I am 
ing displeased him; he said, “They have a poor man and of no repute?” 24 And 
ascribed to David ten thousands, and to the servants of Saul told him, “Thus 
me they have ascribed thousands; and and so did David speak.” 25 Then Saul 
what more can he have but the king- said, “Thus shall you say to David, 
dom?” 9 And Saul eyed David from that ‘The king desires no marriage present 
day on. except a hundred foreskins of the 

10 And on the morrow an evil spirit Philistines, that he may be avenged of 
from God rushed upon Saul, and he the king’s enemies.’ ” Now Saul thought 
raved within his house, while David to make David fall by the hand of the 
was playing the lyre, as he did day by Philistines. 26 And when his servants 

z Or triangles, or three-stringed instruments a Hcb by two 
18.7: 1 Sam 21.11; 29.5. 



Saul gives Michal to David 
told David these words, it pleased David 
well to be the king’s son-in-law. Before 
the time had expired, 27 David arose 
and went, along with his men, and 
killed two hundred of the Philistines: 
and David brought their foreskins, 
which were given in full number to the 
king, that he might become the king’s 
son-in-law. And Saul gave him his 
daughter Michal for a wile. 28 But when 
Saul saw and knew that the Lord was 
with David, and that all Israel b loved 
him, Saul was still more afraid of 
David. So Saul was David’s enemy 
continually. 

30 Then the princes of the Philistines 
came out to battle, and as often as they 
came out David had more success than 
all the servants of Saul; so that his name 
was highly esteemed. 

“I Q And Saul spoke to Jonathan his 
a y son and to ail his servants, that 
they should kill David. But Jonathan, 
Saul’s son, delighted much in David. 
2 And Jonathan told David, ‘‘Saul my 
father seeks to kill you; therefore take 
heed to yourself in the morning, stay in 
a secret place and hide yourself; * and I 
will go out and stand beside my father 
in the field where you arc, and I will 
speak to my father about you; and if I 
learn anything I will tell you.” 4 And 
Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul 
his father, and said to him, “Let not the 
king sin against his servant David; be¬ 
cause he has not sinned against you, and 
because his deeds have been of good 
service to you; 5 for he took his life in 
his hand and he slew the Philistine, and 
the Lord wrought a great victory for all 
Israel. You saw it, and rejoiced; why 
then will you sin against innocent blood 
by killing David without cause?” 6 And 
Saul hearkened to the voice of Jona¬ 
than; Saul swore, “As the Lord lives, 
he shall not be put to death.” 7 And 
Jonathan called David, and Jonathan 
showed him all these things. And Jona¬ 
than brought David to Saul, and he was 
in his presence as before. 

8 And there was war again; and 
David went out and fought with the 
Philistines, and made a great slaughter 
among them, so that they fled before 
him. 9 Then an evil spirit from the 
Lord came upon Saul, as he sat in his 
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house with his spear in his hand; and 
David was playing the lyre. 10 And Saul 
sought to pin David to the wall with the 
spear; but he eluded Saul, so that he 
struck the spear into the wall. And 
David fled, and escaped. 

11 That night Saul* sent messengers 
to David’s house to watch him, that he 
might kill him in the morning. But 
Michal, David’s wife, told him, “If you 
do not save your life tonight, tomorrow 
you will be killed.” 12 So Michal let 
David down through the window; and 
he fled away and escaped. u Michal 
took an image r and laid it on the bed 
and put a pillow* of goats’ hair at its 
head, and covered it with the clothes. 
14 And when Saul sent messengers to 
take David, she said, “He is sick.” 
15 Then Saul sent the messengers to see 
David, saying, “Bring him up to me in 
the bed, that I may kill him.” 16 And 
when the messengers came in, behold, 
the image c was in the bed, with the 
pillow* of goats’ hair at its head. 17 Saul 
said to Michal, “Why have you de¬ 
ceived me thus, and let my enemy go, 
so that he has escaped?” And Michal 
answered Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me 
go; why should I kill you?* ” 

18 Now David fled and escaped, and 
he came to Samuel at Ramah, and told 
him all that Saul had done to him. And 
he and Samuel went and dwelt at 
Nai'oth. iy And it was told Saul, “Be¬ 
hold, David is at Nai'oth in Ramah.” 
20 Then Saul sent messengers to take 
David; and when they saw the company 
of the prophets prophesying, and 
Samuel standing as head over them, the 
Spirit of God came upon the mes¬ 
sengers of Saul, and they also prophe¬ 
sied. 21 When it was told Saul, he sent 
other messengers, and they also prophe¬ 
sied. Ana Saul sent messengers again 
the third time, and they also prophe¬ 
sied. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah, 
and came to the great well that is in 
Secu; and he asked, “Where are Samuel 
and David?” And one said, “Behold, 
they are at Nai'oth in Ramah.” 25 And he 
went from/ - there to Nai'oth in Ramah; 
and the Spirit of God came upon him 
also, and as he went he prophesied, 
until he came to Nai'oth in Ramah. 
24 And he too stripped off his clothes, 

" Hcb teraphim 


% Ck: Hcb Michal , SauFs daughter s Gk Old Latin: Heb escaped that nigh:. H And Saul 
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and he too prophesied before Samuel, 
and lay naked all that day and all that 
night. Hence it is said, “Is Saul also 
among the prophets?” 

A Then David fled from Nai'oth 

V in Ramah, and came and said 
before Jonathan, “What have I done? 
What is my guilt? And what is my sin 
before your father, that he seeks my 
life?” 2 And he said to him, “Far from 
it l You shall not die. Behold, my father 
does nothing either great or small with¬ 
out disclosing it to me; and why should 
mv father htde this from me? It is not 
so,” 3 But David replied,? “Your father 
knows well that I have found favour in 
your eyes; and he thinks, ‘Let not 
Jonathan know this, lest he be grieved.* 
But truly, as the Lord lives and as your 
soul lives, there is but a step between 
me and death.” 4 Then said Jonathan to 
David, “Whatever you say, I will do 
for you.*’ 5 David said to Jonathan, 
“Behold, tomorrow is the new moon, 
and I should not fail to sit at table with 
the king; but let rue go, that I may hide 
myself in the held till the third day at 
evening. 6 If your father misses me at 
all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked 
leave of me to run to Bethlehem his city; 
for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all 
the family/ 7 If he says, ‘Good V it will 
be well with your servant; but if he is 
angry, then know that evil is determined 
by him. 8 Therefore deal kindly with 
your servant, for you have brought your 
servant into a sacred covenant* with 
you. But if there is guilt in me, slay me 
yourself; for why should you bring me 
to your father?” 9 And Jonathan said, 
“Far be it from you! If I knew that it 
was determined by my father that evil 
should come upon you, would I not 
tell you?” 10 Then said David to Jona¬ 
than, “Who will tell me if your father 
answers you roughly?” n And Jonathan 
said to David, “Come, let us go out into 
the field.” So they both went out into 
the held, 

12 And Jonathan said to David, “The 
Lord, the God of Israel, be wit¬ 
ness !* When I have sounded my father, 
about this time tomorrow, or the third 
day, behold, if he is well disposed 
toward David, shall I not then send and 
disclose it to you? 13 But should it please 


Jonathan befriends David 
my father to do you harm, the Lord do 
so to Jonathan, and more also, if I do 
not disclose it to you, and send you 
away, that you may go in safety. May 
the Lord be with you, as he has been 
with my father. 14 If I am still alive, 
show me the loyal love of the Lord, 
that I may not die / 15 and do not cut off 
your loyalty from my house for ever. 
When the .Lord cuts off every one of the 
enemies of David from the face of the 
earth, 16 let not the name of Jonathan 
be cut off from the house of David.* 
And may the Lord take vengeance on 
David's enemies.” i7 And Jonathan 
made David swear again by his love for 
him; for he loved him as he loved his 
own soul. 

18 Then Jonathan said to him, 
“Tomorrow is the new moon; and you 
will be missed, because your seat will 
be evnpry. * 9 And on the third day you 
will be greatly missed; 1 then go to the 
place where you hid yourself when the 
matter was in hand, and remain beside 
yonder stone heap. 57 * 20 And I will shoot 
three arrows to the side of it, as though 
I shot at a mark. 21 And behold, I will 
send the lad, saying, ‘Go, find the 
arrows/ If I say to the lad, ‘Look, the 
arrows are on this side of you, take 
them/ then you are to come, for, as 
the Lord lives, it is safe for you and 
there is no danger. 22 But if 1 say to 
the youth, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond 
you/ then go; for the Lord has sent you 
away. 23 And as for the matter of which 
you and I have spoken, behold, the 
Lord is between you and me for ever.” 

24 So David hid himself in the field; 
and when the new moon came, the king 
sat down to eat food. 25 The king sat 
upon his seat, as at other times, upon 
the seat by the wall; Jonathan sat op¬ 
posite," and Abner sat by Saul’s side, 
but David’s place w r as empty. 

26 Yet Saul did not say anything that 
day; for he thought, “Something has 
befallen him; he is not clean, surely he 
is not clean.” 27 But on the second day, 
the morrow after the new moon, 
David's place was empty. And Saul said 
to Jonathan his son, “Why has not the 
son of Jesse come to the meal, either 
yesterday or today?” 28 Jonathan an¬ 
swered Saul, “David earnestly asked 
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leave of me to go to Bethlehem; 29 he between me and you, and between my 
said, ‘Let me go; for our family holds a descendants and your descendants, for 
sacrifice in the city, and my brother has ever.’ ” And he rose and departed; and 
commanded me to be there. So now, if Jonathan went into the city.? 

I have found favour in your eyes, let me i ' Then came David to Nob to 
get away, and see my brothers.’ For this dLJL Ahim'elech the priest; and Ahim'- 
rcason he has not come to the king’s elech came to meet David trembling, 
table.” and said to him, ‘‘Why are you alone., 

30 Then Saul’s anger was kindled and no one with, you?” 2 And David said 
against Jonathan, and he said to him, to Ahim'elech the priest, “The king has 
“You son of a perverse, rebellious charged me with a matter, and said to 
woman, do I not know that you have me, ‘Let no one know anything of the 
chosen the son of Jesse to your own matter about which I send you, and 
shame, and to the shame of your with which I have charged you.’ I have 
mother’s nakedness? 31 For as long as made an appointment with the young 
the son of Jesse lives upon the earth, men for such and such a place. 3 Now 
neither you nor your kingdom shall be then, what have you at hand? Give me. 
established. Therefore send and fetch five loaves of bread, or whatever is 
him to me, for he shall surely die.” here.” 4 And the priest answered David, 
32 Then Jonathan answered Saul his “I have no common bread at hand, but 
father, “Why should he be put to there is holy bread; if only the young 
death? What has he done?” 33 But Saul men have kept themselves from worn- 
cast his spear at him to smite him; so en.” 5 And David answered the priest, 
Jonathan knew that his lather was de- “Of a truth women have been kept from, 
te mimed to put David to death. 34 And us as always when I go on an expedi- 
jfonuthan rose from the table in fierce tion; the vessels of the young men are 
anger and ate no food the second day of holy, even when it is a common jour- 
the month, for he was grieved for ney; how much more today will their 
David, because his father had disgraced vessels be holy?” 6 So the priest gave 
him. him the holy bread; for there was no 

35 In the morning Jonathan went out bread there but the bread of the 
into the field to the appointment with Presence, which is removed from before 
.David, and with him a little lad. 36 And the Lord, to be replaced by hot bread 
he said to his lad, “Run and find the on the day it is taken away, 
arrows which I shoot.” As the lad ran, 7 Now a certain man of the servants 
he shot an arrow beyond him. 37 And of Saul was there that day, detained be* 
when the lad came to the place of the fore the Lord; his name was Do'eg the 
arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jona- E'domite, the chief of Saul's herdsmen, 
than called after the lad and said, “Is 8 And David said to Ahim'elech, 
not the arrow beyond you?” 38 And “And have you not here a spear or a 
Jonathan called after the lad, “Hurry, sword at hand? For I have brought 
make haste, stay not.” So Jonathan’s neither my sword nor my weapons with 
lad gathered up the arrows, and came to me, because the king’s business re- 
his master. 30 But the lad knew nothing; quired haste.” 9 And the priest said, 
only Jonathan and David knew the “The sword of Goliath the Philistine 
matter. 40 And Jonathan gave his weap- whom you killed in the valley of Blah, 
ons to his lad, and said to him, “Go and behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth 
carry them to the city.” 41 And as soon behind the ephod; if you will take that ? 
as the lad had gone, David rose from take it, for there is none but that here/' 
beside the stone heap" and fell on his And David said, “There is none like 
face to the ground, and bowed three that; give it to me.” 
times; and they kissed one another, and 10 And David rose and fled that day 
wept with one another, until David re- from Saul, and went to A'chish the king 
covered himself.® 42 Then Jonathan said of Gath. 11 And the servants of A'chish 
to David, “Go in peace, forasmuch as said to him, “Is not this David the king 
we have sworn both of us in the name of of the land? Did they not sing to one 
the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord shall be another of him in dances, 

0 GkHeb from beside the south Or exceeded * This sentence is Ch 21.1 is Heb r Ch 21.2 in Heb 
21.11: l Sam 18.7; 29.5. 
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‘Sau\ Yvas slam Yds thousands, the son of Jesse coming to Nob, to 

and David his ten thousands’?” Ahim'elech the son of Ahi'tub, 10 and 

12And David took these words to heart, he inquired of the Lord for him, and 
and was much afraid of A'chish the gave him provisions, and gave him tile 
king of Gath. 13 So he changed his be- sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 
haviour before them, and feigned himself 11 Then the king sent to summon 

mad in their hands, and made marks on Ahim'elech the priest, the son of Ahi'- 
the doors of the gate, and let his spittle tub, and all his father’s house, the 
run down his beard. 14 Then said priests who were at Nob; and all of 
A'chish to his servants, “Lo, you sec the them came to the king. i2 And Saul 
man is mad; why then have you brought said, “Hear now, son of Ahi'tub.” And 
him to me? l - Do I lack madmen, that he answered, “Here I am, my lord.” 
you have brought tins fellow to play the I3 And Saul said to him, “Why have you 
madman in my presence? Shall this Cel- conspired against me, you and the son 
low come into my house?” of Jesse, in that you have given him 

David departed from there and bread and a sword, and have inquired 
JLJL escaped to the cave of Adullam, of God foi him, so that he has risen 
and when his brothers and all his fa- against me, to lie in wait, as at this 
ther’s house heard ir, they went down day?” 14 Then Ahim'elech answered the 
there to him. -And every one who was in king, “And who among ail your servants 
distress, and every one who was in is so faithful as David, who is the king’s 
debt, and every one who was discon- son-in-law, and captain over 1f your body- 
tented , gathered to him; and he became guard, and honoured in your house? 
captain over them. And there were with 15 Is today the first time that I have in- 
.him about tout hundred men. quired of God for him? No! Let not the 

3 And David went from there to king impute anything to his servant or 
Mizpeh of Moab; and he said to the to aU the house of my father; for your 
king of Moab, “Pray let my father and servant has known nothing of all this, 
my mother stay* with you, till I know much or little.” 16 And the king said, 
what God will do for me.” 4 And he left “You shall surely die, Ahim'elech, you 
them with the king of Moab, and they and all your father’s house.” 17 And the 
stayed with him all the time that David king said to the guard who stood about 
was in the stronghold. $ Then the him, “Turn and kill the priests of the 
prophet Gad said to David, “Do not Lord*, because their hand also is with 
remain in the stronghold: deparr, and David, and they knew that he fled, and 
go into the land of Judah.” So David did not disclose it to me.” But the serv- 
departed, and went into the forest of ants of the king would not put forth 
Hereth, their hand to fail upon the priests of the 

6 Now Saul heard that David was Lord. 18 Then the king said to Do'eg, 
discovered, and the men who were with “You turn and fall upon the priests.” 
him. Saul was sitting at Gib'e-ah, under And Do'eg the E'domite turned and fell 
the tamarisk tree on the height, with his upon the priests, and he killed on that 
spear in his hand, and all his servants day eighty-five persons who wore the 
were standing about him. 7 And Saul linen ephod. iy And Nob, the city of the 
said to his servants who stood about priests, he put to the sword; both men 
him, “Hear now, you Benjaminites; will and women, children and sucklings, 
the son of Jesse give every one of you oxen, asses and sheep, he put to the 
fields and vineyards, will he make you sword. 

all commanders of thousands and com- 20 But one of the sons of Ahim'elech 
manders of hundreds, 8 that all of you the son of Ahi'tub, named Abi'athar, es- 
have conspired against me? No one caped and fled after David. 21 And Abi'- 
discloses to me when my son makes a athar told David that Saul had killed the 
league with the son of Jesse, none of you priests of the Lord. 22 And David said to 
is sorry for me or discloses to me that Abi'athar, “I knew on that day, when 
my son has stirred up my servant against Do'eg the E'domite was there, that he 
me, to lie in wait, as at this day.” 9 Then would surely tell Saul. I have occa- 
answered Do'eg the E'domite, who stoned the death of all the persons of 
stood by the servants of Saul, “I saw your father’s house. 23 Stay with me, 

•Syr Vg: Heb come out 4 Gfc Tg: Heb and has turned aside to 
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fear not; for he that seeks my life seeks 
your life; with me you shall be in safe¬ 
keeping.” 

B Now they told David, ‘"‘Behold, 
the Philistines are fighting against 
Kei'iah, and are robbing the threshing 
floors.” 2 Therefore David inquired of 
the Lord, “Shall I go and attack these 
Philistines?” And the Lord said to 
David, “Go and attack the Philistines 
and save Kei'iah.” 3 But David’s men 
said to him, “Behold, we are afraid here 
in Judah; how much more then if we go 
to Kei'iah against the armies of the 
Pliilistincs?” 4 Then David inquired of 
the Lord again. And the Lord an¬ 
swered him, “Arise, go down to Kei'¬ 
iah.; for I will give the Philistines into 
your hand.” 5 And David and his men 
went to Kei lah, and fought with the 
Pliilistincs, and brought away their 
cattle, and made a great slaughter 
among them. So David delivered the 
inhabitants of Kei'iah. 

6 When Abi'athar the son of Ahim'- 
dech fled to David to Kei'iah, he came 
down with an ephod in his hand. 7 Now 
it was told Saul that David had come to 
Kei'iah. And Saul said, “God has given 
him into my hand; for he has shut him¬ 
self in by entering a town that has gates 
and bars.” 8 And Saul summoned all the 
people to war, to go down to Kei'iah, to 
besiege David and his men. 9 David 
knew that Saul was plotting evil against 
him; and he said to Abi'athar the priest, 
“Bring the ephod here.” 10 Then said 
David, “O Lord, the God of Israel, thy 
servant has surely heard that Saul seeks 
to come to Kei'iah, to destroy the city 
on my account. 11 Will the men of Kei'¬ 
iah surrender me into his hand? Will 
Saul come down, as thy servant has 
heard? O Lord, the God of Israel, I 
beseech thee, tell thy servant.” And the 
Lord said, “He will come down.” 
12 Then said David, “Will the men of 
Kei'iah surrender me and my men into 
the hand of Saul?” And the Lord said, 
“They will surrender you.” 13 Then 
David and his men, who were about six 
hundred, arose and departed from 
Kei'iah, and they went wherever they 
could go. When Saul was told that 
David had escaped from Kei lah, he 
gave up the expedition. 14 And David 
remained in the strongholds in the 
wilderness, in the hill country of the 
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Wilderness of Ziph. And Saul sought 
him every day, but God did not give 
him into his hand. 

15 And David was afraid because 9 
Saul had come out to seek his life. 
David was in the Wilderness of Ziph at 
.Horesh. 16 And Jonathan, Saul’s son, 
rose, and went to David at Horesh, and 
strengthened his hand in God. ,7 And he 
said to him, “Fear not; for the hand of 
Saul my father shall not find you; you 
shall be king over Israel, and I shall be 
next to you; Saul my father also knows 
this.” 18 And the two of them made a 
covenant before the Lord; David re¬ 
mained at Horesh, and Jonathan went 
home. 

19 Then the Ziphites went up to Saul 
at Gib'e-ah, saying, “Does not David 
hide among us in the strongholds at 
Horesh, on the hill of Hachi lah, which 
is south of Jeshi'mon? 20 Now. come 
down, O king, according to all your 
heart's desire to come down; and our 
part shall be to surrender him into the 
king’s hand.” 21 And Saul said, “May 
you be blessed by the Lord; for you 
have had compassion on me. 21 Go, 
make yet more sure; know and see the 
place where his haunt is, and who has 
seen him there; for it is told me that he 
is very cunning. 23 See therefore, and 
take note of all the lurking places where 
he hides, and come back to me with sure 
information. Then I will go with you; 
and if he is in the land, I will search him 
out among all the thousands of Judah.” 
24 And they arose, and went to Ziph 
ahead of Saul. 

Now David and his men were in the 
wilderness of Ma'on, in the ATabah to 
the south of Jeshi'mon. 25 And Saul and 
his men went to seek him. And David 
was told; therefore he went down to the 
rock which is 1 ' in the wilderness of 
Ma'on. And when Saul heard that, he 
pursued after David in the wilderness of 
Ma'on. 20 Saul went on one side of the 
mountain, and David and his men on 
the other side of the mountain; and 
David was making haste to get away 
from Saul, as Saul and his men were 
closing in upon David and his men to 
capture them, 27 when a messenger 
came to Saul, saying, “Make haste and 
come; for the Philistines have made a 
raid upon the land.” 28 So Saul returned 
from pursuing after David, and went 
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against the Philistines; therefore that 

f ilace was called the Rock of Escape. 
l>w And David went up from there, and 
dwelt in the strongholds of En-ge'di. 

When Sam returned from fol¬ 
lowing the Philistines, he was 
told, “Behold, David is in the wilder¬ 
ness of En-ge'di.” 2 Then Saul took 
three thousand chosen men out of all 
Israel, and went to seek David and his 
men in front of the Wildgoats’ Rocks. 

3And he came to the sheepfolds by the 
way, where there was a cave; and Saul 
went in to relieve himself. Now David 
and his men were sitting in the inner¬ 
most parts of the cave. 4 And the men of 
David said to him, “Here is the day of 
which the Lord said to you, ‘Behold, I 
will give your enemy into your hand, 
and you shall do to him as it shall seem 
good to you.* ** Then David arose and 
stealthily cut off the skirt of Saul’s robe. 
5 And afterward David’s heart smote 
him, because he had cut oft Saul’s skirt. 
6 He said to his men, “The Lord forbid 
that I should do this thing to my lord, 
the Lord’s anointed, to put forth my 
hand against him, seeing he is the 
Lord's anointed.” 7 So David per¬ 
suaded his men with these words, and 
did not permit them to attack Saul. And 
Saul rose up and left the cave, and went 
upon his way. 

8 Afterward David also arose, and 
went out of the cave, and called after 
Saul, “My lord the king!” And when 
Saul looked behind him, David bowed 
with his face to the earth, and did 
obeisance. ^And David said to Saul, 
“Why do you listen to the words of men 
who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your 
hurt*? 10 Lo, this day your eyes have 
seen how the Lord gave you today into 
my hand in the cave; and some bade me 
kill you, but I* spared you. I said, ‘I 
will not put forth my hand against my 
lord; for he is the Lord’s anointed.* 
11 See, my father, see the skirt of your 
robe in my hand; for by the fact that I 
cut off the skirt of your robe, and did 
not kill you, you may know and see that 
there is no wrong or treason in my 
hands. I have not sinned against you, 
though you hunt my life to take it. 
12 May the Lord judge between me and 
you, may the Lord avenge me upon 
you; but my hand shall not be against 
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you. 13 As the proverb of the ancients 
says, ‘Out of the wicked comes forth 
wickedness’; but my hand shall not be 
against you,. 14 After whom has the king 
of Israel come out? After whom do you 
pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! 
15 May the Lord therefore be judge, and 
give sentence between me and you, and 
see to it, and plead my cause, and deliver 
me from your hand.” 

16 When David had finished speaking 
these words to Saul, Saul said, “Is this 
your voice, my son David?” And Saul 
lifted up his voice and wept. 17 He said 
to David, “You are more righteous than 
I; for you have repaid me good, whereas 
I have repaid you evil. 18 And you have 
declared this day how you have dealt 
well with me, in that you did not kill me 
when the Lord put me into your hands. 
19 For if a man finds his enemy, will he 
let him go away safe? So may the Lord 
reward you with good for what you have 
done to me this day, 20 And now, be¬ 
hold, I know that you shall surely be 
king, and that the kingdom of Israel 
shall be established in your hand. 
21 Swear to me therefore by the Lord 
that you will not cut off my descendants 
after me, and that you will not destroy 
my name out of my father’s house.” 
22 And David swore this to Saul. Then 
Saul went home; but David and his 
men went up to the stronghold. 

Of ff Now Samuel died; and all Israel 
assembled and mourned for him, 
and they buried him in his house at 
Ramah. 

Then David rose and went down to 
the wilderness of Paran. 2 And there was 
a man in Ma'on, whose business was in 
Carmel. The man was very rich; he had 
three thousand sheep and a thousand 
goats. He was shearing his sheep in 
Carmel. 3 Now the name of the man 
was Nabal, and the name of his wife 
Ab'igail. The woman was of good un¬ 
derstanding and beautiful, but the man 
was churlish and ill-behaved; he was a 
Calebite. 4 David heard in the wilder¬ 
ness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. 
5 So David sent ten young men; and 
David said to the young men, “Go up 
to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and greet 
him in my name. 6 And thus you shall 
salute him: ‘Peace be to you, and peace 
be to your house, and peace be to all 
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that you have. 7 1 hear that you have 
shearers; now your shepherds have been 
with us, and we did them no harm, and 
they missed nothing, ah the time they 
were in Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, 
and they will tell you. Therefore let my 
young men find favour in your eyes; for 
we come on a feast day. Pray, give 
whatever you have at hand to your 
servants and to your son David.’ ” 

9 When David’s young men came, 
they S3id all this to Nabal in the name 
of David; and then they waited. 10 And 
Nabal answered David’s servants, “Who 
is David? Who is the son of Jesse? There 
are many servants nowadays who are 
breaking away from their masters. 
11 Shah I take my bread and my water 
and my meat that 1 have killed for my 
shearers, and give it to men who come 
from I do not know where?” 12 So 
David’s young men turned away, and 
came back and told him all this. i3 And 
David said to his men, “Every man 
gird on his sword l” And every man of 
them girded on his sword; David also 
girded on his sword; and about four 
hundred men went up after David, 
while two hundred remained with the 
baggage. 

14 But one of the young men told 
Abigail, Nabai’s wife, “Behold, David 
sent messengers out of the wilderness 
to salute our master; and he railed at 
them. 15 Yet the men were very good to 
us, and we suffered no harm, and we did 
not miss anything when we w r ere in the 
fields, as long as we went with them; 
16 they were a wall to us both by night 
and by day, all the while we were with 
them keeping the sheep. 17 Now there¬ 
fore know this and consider what you 
should do; for evil is determined against 
our master and against all his house, and 
he is so ill-natured that one cannot 
speak to him.” 

18 Then Abigail made haste, and 
took two hundred loaves, and two skins 
of wine, and five sheep ready dressed, 
and five measures of parched grain, and 
a hundred clusters of raisins, and two 
hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on 
asses. 19 And she said to her young men, 
“Go on before me; behold, I come after 
you.” But she did not tell her husband 
Nabal. 29 And as she rode on the ass, 
and came down under cover of the 
mountain, behold, David and his men 
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came down toward her; and she met 
them. 21 Now David had said, “Surely 
in vain have I guarded all that this 
fellow has in the wilderness, so that 
nothing was missed of all that belonged 
to him; and he has returned me evil for 
good. 22 God do so to Davidw and more 
also, if by morning I leave so much as 
one male of all who belong to him.” 

23 When Ab igail saw David, she 
made haste, and alighted from the ass, 
and fell before David on her face, and 
bowed to the ground. 24 She fell at his 
feet and said, “Upon me alone, my 
lord, be the guilt; pray let your hand¬ 
maid speak iri your ears, and hear the 
words of your handmaid. 25 Let not my 
lord regard this ill-natured fellow, 
Nabal; for as his name is, so is he; 
Nabal 1 is his name, and folly is with 
him; but I your handmaid did not see 
the young men of my lord, whom you 
sent. 26 Now then, my lord, as the 
Lord lives, and as your soul lives, seeing 
the Lord has restrained you from 
bloodguilt, and from taking vengeance 
with your own bund, now then let your 
enemies and those who seek to do evil 
to my lord be as Nabal. 27 And now let 
this present which your servant has 
brought to my lord be given to the 
young men who follow my lord. 28 Pray 
forgive the trespass of your handmaid; 
for the Lord will certainly make my 
lord a sure house, because my lord is 
fighting the battles of the Lord; and 
evil shall not be found in you so long as 
you live. 29 If men rise up to pursue you 
and to seek your life, the life of my lord 
shall be bound in the bundle of the 
living in the care of the Lord your God; 
and the lives of your enemies he shall 
sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 
30 And when the Lord has done to my 
lord according to all the good that he 
has spoken concerning you, and has 
appointed you prince over Israel, 31 my 
lord shall have no cause of grief, or 
pangs of conscience, for having shed 
blood without cause or for my lord 
taking vengeance himself. And when 
the Lord has dealt well with my lord, 
then remember your handmaid.” 

32 And David said to Ab'igail, 
“Blessed be the Lord, the God of 
Israel, who sent you this day to meet 
me! 33 Blessed be your discretion, and 
blessed be you, who have kept me this 
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day from blood guilt and from avenging 
myself with my own hand! 34 For as 
surely as the Lord the God of Israel 
lives, who has restrained me from 
hurting you, unless you had made haste 
and come to meet me, truly by morning 
there had not been left to Nabal so 
much as one male.” 35 Then David re¬ 
ceived from her hand what she had 
brought him; and he said to her, “Go 
up in peace to your house; see, I have 
hearkened to your voice, and I have 
granted your petition.” 

36 And Abigail came to Nabal; and, 
lo, he wits holding a feast in his house, 
like tire feast of a king. And Nabal’s 
heart was merry within him, for he was 
very drunk; so she told him nothing at 
all until the morning light. 37 And in the 
morning, when the wine had gone out 
of Nabal, his wife told him these tilings, 
and his heart died within him, and he 
became as a stone. 38 And about ten days 
later the Lord smote Nabal; and he 
died. 

39 When David heard that Nabal was 
dead, he said, “Blessed be the Lord 
who has avenged the insult I received at 
the hand of Nabal, and has kept back 
his servant from evil; the Lord has re¬ 
turned the evil-doing of Nabal upon his 
own head.” Then David sent and wooed 
Ab igail, to make her .his wife. 40 And 
when the servants of David came to 
Abigail at Carmel, they said to her, 
“David has sent us to you to take you to 
him as his wife.” 4i And she rose and 
bowed with her face to the ground, and 
said, “Behold, your handmaid is a serv¬ 
ant to wash the feet of the servants of 
my lord.” 42 And Ab'igail made haste 
and rose and mounted on an ass, and 
her five maidens attended her; she 
went after the messengers of David, and 
became his wife. 

43 David also took Ahin'o-am of 
Jexreel; and both of them became his 
wives. 44 Saul had given Michal his 
daughter, David’s wife, to Palti the son 
of La'ish, who was of Gallim, 

Then the Ziphites came to Saul 
at Gib'e-ah, saying, “Is not 
David hiding himself on the hill of 
Ha chi Tail, which is on the east of 
Jeshi'mon?” 2 So Saul arose and went 
down to the wilderness of Ziph, with 
three thousand chosen men of Israel, 
to seek David in the wilderness of Ziph. 
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3 And Saul encamped on the hill of 
Hachi'lah, which is beside the road on 
the east of Jeshi'mon. But David re¬ 
mained in the wilderness; and when he 
saw that Saul came after him into the 
wilderness, 4 David sent out spies, and 
learned of a certainty that Saul had 
come. 5 Then David rose and came to 
the place where. Saul had encamped; 
and David saw the place where Saul lay, 
with Abner the son of Ner, the com¬ 
mander of his army; Saul was lying 
within the encampment, while the 
army was encamped around him. 

6 Then David said to Ahim'elech the 
Hittite, and to Joab’s brother Abi'shai 
the son of Zcru'iah, “Who will go down 
with me into the camp to Saul?” And 
Abi'shai said, “I will go down with 
you.” 7 So David and Abi'shai went to 
the army by night; and there lay Saul 
sleeping within the encampment, with 
his spear stuck in the ground at his 
head; and Abner and the army lay 
around him. 8 Then said Abi'shai to 
David, “God has given your enemy into 
your hand this day; now therefore let 
me pin him to the earth with one stroke 
of the spear, and I will not strike him 
twice/* 9 But David said to Abi'shai, 
“Do not destroy him; for who can put 
forth his hand against the Lord's 
anointed, and be guiltless?” 10 And 
David said, “As the Lord lives, the 
Lord will smite him; or his day shall 
come to die; or he shall go down into 
battle and perish. 11 The Lord forbid 
that I should put forth my hand against 
the Lord’s anointed; but take now the 
spear that is at his head, and the jar of 
water, and let us go.” 12 So David took 
the spear and the jar of water from 
Saul’s head; and they went away. No 
man saw it, or knew it, nor did any 
awake; for they were all asleep, because 
a deep sleep from the Lord had fallen 
upon them. 

13 Then David went over to the 
other side, and stood afar off on the top 
of the mountain, with a great space be¬ 
tween them; 14 and David called to the 
army, and to Abner the son of Ner, 
saying, “Will you not answer, Abner?’* 
Then Abner answered, “Who are you 
that calls to the king?” 15 And David said 
to Abner, “Are you not a man? Who is 
like you in Israel? Why then have you 
not kept watch over your lord the 
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king? For one of the people came in to 
destroy the king your lord. lb 'This thing 
that you have done is not good. As the 
Lord lives, you deserve to die, because 
you have not kept watch over your lord, 
the Lord’s anointed. And now see 
where the king’s spear is, and the jar of 
water that was at his head.” 

11 Saul recognised David’s voice, and 
said, “Is this your voice, my son 
David?” And David said, “It i$ my 
voice, my lord, O king.” 18 And he said, 
“Why does my lord pursue after his 
servant? For what have I done? What 
guilt is on my hands? ,Q Now therefore 
let my lord the king hear the words of 
his servant. If it is the Lord who has 
stirred you up against me, may he 
accept an offering; but if it is men, may 
they be cursed before the Lord, for 
they have driven me out this day that 1 
should have no share in the heritage of 
the Lord, saying, ‘Go, serve other 
gods.* 20 Now therefore, let not my 
blood fall to the earth away from the 
presence of the Lord; for the king of 
Israel has come out to seek my life," 
like one who hunts a partridge in the 
mountains.” 

21 Then Saul said, “I have done 
wrong; return, my son David, for I will 
no more do you harm, because my life 
was precious in your eyes tins day; be¬ 
hold, I have played the fool, and have 
erred exceedingly.” ^And David made 
answer, “Here is the spear, O king! Let 
one of the young men come over and 
fetch it. 23 The Lord rewards every 
man for his righteousness and his faith¬ 
fulness; for the Lord gave you into my 
hand today, and I would not put forth 
mv hand against the Lord’s anointed. 

24 Behold, as your life was precious this 
day in my sight, so may my life be 
precious in the sight of the Lord, and 
may he deliver me out of all tribula¬ 
tion.” 25 Then Saul said to David, 
“Blessed be you, my son David! You 
will do many things and will succeed in 
them.” So David went his way, and 
Saul returned to his place. 

And David said in his heart, “I 
** • shall now perish one day by the 
hand of Saul; there is nothing better for 
me than that I should escape to the land 
of the Philistines ; then Saul will despair 
of seeking me any longer within the 
borders of Israel, and I shall escape out 
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of his hand.” 2 So David arose and 
went over, he and the six hundred men 
who were with him, to A'chish the son 
of Ma'och, king of Gath. 3 And David 
dwelt with A'chish at Gath, he and his 
men, every man with his household, and 
David with his two wives, Ahin'o-am of 
Jezreel, and Ab'igaii of Carmel, Nabal ’s 
widow. 4 And when it was told Saul that 
David had fled to Gath, he sought for 
him no more. 

5 Then David said to A'chish, “If I 
have found favour in your eyes, let a 
place be given me in one of the country 
towns, that I may dwell there; for why 
should your servant dwell in the royal 
city with you?” 6 So that day A'chish 
gave him Ziklag; therefore Ziklag has 
belonged to the kings of Judah to this 
day. 7 And the number of the days 
that David dwelt in the country of the 
Philistines was a year and four 
months. 

8 Now David and his men went up, 
and made raids upon the Gesh'urites, 
the Gir'zites, and the Amal'ekitcs; for 
these were the inhabitants of the land 
from of old, as far as Shur, to the land 
of Egypt. y And X?avid smote the land, 
and left neither man nor woman alive, 
but took a wav the sheep, the oxen, the 
asses, the camels, and the garments, and 
came back to A'chish. 10 When A'chish 
asked, “Against whom 1 ’ have you made 
a raid today?” David would say, 
“Against the Negeb of Judah,” or 
“Against the Negeb of the Jerah'- 
meclites,” or, “Against the Negeb of 
the Ken'ites.” 31 And David saved 
neither man nor woman alive, to bring 
tidings to Gath, thinking, “Lest they 
should tell about us, and say, ‘So David 
has done.’ ” Such was his custom all the 
while he dwelt in the country of the 
Philistines. 12 And A'chish trusted David, 
thinking, “He has made himself utterly 
abhorred by his people Israel; therefore 
he shall be my servant always.” 

In those days the Philistines 
gathered their forces for war, to 
fight against Israel. And A'chish said to 
David, “Understand that you and your 
men arc to go out with me in the army.” 
2 David said to A'chish, “Very well, you 
shall know what your servant can do.” 
And A'chish said to David, “Very well, 
I will make you my bodyguard for 
life.” 



ii SAMUEL 28 266 Saul and the medium 

3 Now Samuel had died, and all Lord has turned from you and become 


Israel had mourned for him and buried 
him in Ramah, his own city. And Saul 
had put the mediums and the wizards 
out of the land. 4 The Philistines as¬ 
sembled, and came and encamped at 
Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israels 
and they encamped at Gilbo a. 5 When 
Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he 
was afraid, and his heart trembled 
greatly. 6 And when Saul inquired of the 
Lord, the Lord did not answer him, 
either by dreams, or by Urim, or by 
prophets. 7 Then Saul said to his serv¬ 
ants, ‘‘Seek out for me a woman who is 
a medium, that 1 may go to her and in¬ 
quire of her.” And his servants said to 
him, “Behold, there is a medium at En- 
dor.” 

S So Saul disguised himself and put 
on other garments, and went, he and 
two men with him; and they came to 
the woman by night. And he said, 
“Divine for me by a spirit, and bring up 
for me whomever I shall name to you.” 
9 The woman said to him, “Surely you 
know what Saul has done, how he has 
cut off the mediums and the wizards 
from the land. Why then are you laying 
a snare for my life to bring about my 
death?” 10 But Saul swore to her by the 
Lord, “As the Lord lives, no punish¬ 
ment shall come upon you for this 
thing.” 11 Then the woman said, 
“Whom shall 1 bring up for you?’' He 
said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 
12 When the woman saw Samuel, she 
cried out with a loud voice; and the 
woman said to Saul, “Why have you 
deceived me? You are Saul.” 13 The 
king said to her, “Have no fear; what do 
you see?” And the woman said to Saul, 
“I see a god coming up out of the 
earth.” 14 He said to her, “What is his 
appearance?” And she said, “An old 
man is coming up; and he is wrapped 
in a robe.” And Saul knew that it was 
Samuel, and he bowed with his face to 
the ground, and did obeisance. 

15 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why 
have you disturbed me by bringing me 
up?” Saul answered, “I am in great 
distress; for the Philistines are warring 
against me, and God has turned away 
from me and answers me no more, 
either by prophets or by dreams; there¬ 
fore I have summoned you to tell me 
what I shall do.” 16 And Samuel said, 
“Why then do you ask me, since the 


your enemy? 17 The Lord has done to 
you as he spoke by me; for the Lord has 
tom the kingdom out of your hand, and 
given it to your neighbour, David. 58 Be¬ 
cause you did not obey the voice of the 
Lord, and did not carry out his fierce 
wrath against Am'alek, therefore the 
Lord has done this thing to you this 
day. 19 Moreover the Lord will give 
Israel also with you into the hand of the 
Philistines; and tomorrow you and your 
sons shall be with me; the Lord will 
give the army of Israel also into the 
hand of the Philistines.” 

20 Then Saul fell at once full length 
upon, the ground, tilled with fear be¬ 
cause of the words of Samuel; and 
there was no strength in him, for he had 
eaten nothing all day and all night. 
21 And the woman came to Saul, and 
when she saw that he was terrified, she 
said to him, “Behold, your handmaid 
has hearkened to you ; I have taken my 
life in my hand, and have hearkened to 
what you have said to me. 22 Now there¬ 
fore, you also hearken to your hand¬ 
maid ; let me set a morsel of bread be¬ 
fore you; and eat. that you may have 
strength when you go on your way.” 
23 He refused, and said, “I will not eat.” 
But his servants, together with the 
woman, urged him; and he hearkened 
to their words. So he arose from the 
earth, and sat upon the bed. 24 Now' the 
woman had a fatted calf in the house, 
and she quickly killed it, and she took 
flour, and kneaded it and baked un¬ 
leavened bread of it, 25 and she put it 
before Saul and his servants; and they 
ate. Then they rose and went away that 
night. 

Now the Philistines gathered all 
***? their forces at Aphek; and the 
Israelites were encamped by the foun¬ 
tain which is in Jezreel. 2 As the lords of 
the Philistines were passing on by hun¬ 
dreds and by thousands, and David and 
his men were passing on in the rear with 
A'chish, 3 the commanders of the Philis¬ 
tines said, “What are these Hebrews do¬ 
ing here?” And A'chish said to the com¬ 
manders of the Philistines, “Is not this 
David, the servant of Saul, king of 
Israel, who has been with me now for 
days and years, and since he deserted to 
me I have found no fault in him to this 
day.” 4 But the commanders of the 
Pliilistines were angry with him; and 
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the commanders of the Philistines said 
to him, “Send the man back, that he 
may return to the place to which you 
have assigned him; he shall not go down 
with us to battle, lest in the battle he 
become an adversary to us. For how 
could this fellow reconcile himself to his 
lord? Would it not be with the heads of 
the men here? 5 Is not this David, of 
whom they sing to one another in 
dances, 

‘Saul has slain his thousands, 

and David his ten thousands’?” 

6 Then A'chish called David and said 
to him, “As the Lord lives, you have 
been honest, and to me it seems right 
that you should march out and in with 
me in the campaign; for I have found 
nothing wrong in you from the day of 
your coming to me to this day. Never* 
theless the lords do not approve of you. 
7 So go back nows and go peaceably, 
that you may not displease the lords of 
the Philistines.” 8 And David said to 
A chish, “But what have I done? What 
have you found in your servant from 
the day I entered your service until now, 
that I may not go and fight against the 
enemies of my lord the king?” 9 And 
A'chish made answer to David, “I know 
that you are as blameless in my sight as 
an angel of God; nevertheless the com¬ 
manders of the Philistines have said, 
‘He shall not go up with us to the 
battle.* 10 Now then rise early in the 
morning with the servants of your lord 
who came with you; and start early in 
the morning, and depart as soon as you 
have light.” 11 So David set out with 
his men early in the morning, to return 
to the land of the Philistines. But the 
Philistines went up to Jezreel. 

2 A Now when David and his men 
came to Ziklag on the third day, 
the Amal'ekites had made a raid upon 
the Negeb and upon Ziklag. They had 
overcome Ziklag, and burned it with 
fire , 2 and taken captive the women and 
all c who were in it, both small and 
great; they killed no one, but carried 
them off, and went their way. 3 And 
when David and his men came to the 
city, they found it burned with fire, and 
their wives and sons and daughters 
taken captive. 4 Then David and the 
people who were with him raised their 
voices and wept, until they had no more 


strength to weep. s David’s two waves 
also had been taken captive, Ahin'o-am 
of Jezreel, and Abigail the widow of 
Naba! of Carmel. 6 And David was 
greatly distressed; for the people spoke 
of stoning him, because all the people 
were bitter in soul, each for his sons and 
daughters. But David strengthened 
himself in the Lord his God. 

7 And David said to Abi'athar the 
priest, the son of Ahira'elech, “Bring 
me the ephod.” So Abi'athar brought 
the ephod to David. 8 And David in¬ 
quired of the Lord, “Shall I pursue 
after this band? Shall I overtake them?” 
He answered him, “Pursue; for you 
shall surely overtake and shall surely 
rescue.” 9 So David set out, and the six 
hundred men who were with him, and 
they came to the brook Besot, where 
those stayed who were left behind. 
10 But David went on with the pursuit, 
he and four hundred men; two hundred 
stayed behind, who were too exhausted 
to cross the brook Besor. 

11 They found an Egyptian in the 
open country, and brought hint to 
David; and they gave him bread and 
he ate, they gave him water to drink, 
12 and they gave him a piece of a cake 
of figs and two clusters of raisins. And 
when he had eaten, his spirit revived; 
for he had not eaten bread or drunk 
water for three days and three nights. 
13 And David said to him, “To whom 
do you belong? And where are you 
from?” He said, “I am a young man of 
Egypt, servant to an Amal'elute; and 
my master left me behind because I fell 
sick three days ago. 14 We had made a 
raid upon the Negeb of the Cher'ethites 
and upon that which belongs to Judah 
and upon the Negeb of Caleb; and we 
burned Ziklag with fire.” 15 And David 
said to him, “Will you take me down to 
this band?” And he said, “Swear to me 
by God, that you will not kill me, or 
deliver me into the hands of my mas¬ 
ter, and I will take you down to this 
band.” 

16 And when he had taken him down, 
behold, they were spread abroad over all 
the land, eating and drinking and 
dancing, because of all the great spoil 
they had taken from the land of the 
Philistines and from the land of Judah. 
17 And David smote them from twilight 
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until the evening of the next day; and 
not a man of them escaped, except four 
hundred young men, who mounted 
camels and fled. 13 David recovered all 
that the Amal'ekites had taken; and 
David rescued his two wives. 19 Nothing 
was missing, whether small or great, 
sons or daughters, spoil or anything 
that had been taken; David brought 
back all. 20 David also captured all the 
hocks and herds; and the people drove 
those cattle before him, rf and said, 
“This is David’s spoil.” 

21 Then David came to the two 
hundred men, who had been too ex¬ 
hausted to follow David, and who had 
been left at the brook Besor; and they 
went out to meet David and to meet the 
people who were with him; and when 
David drew near to the people he 
saluted them. 22 Then all the wicked and 
base fellows among the men who had 
gone with David said, “Because they 
did not go with us, we will not give them 
any of the spoil which we have re¬ 
covered, except that each man may lead 
away his wife and children, and de¬ 
part.” 23 But David .said, “You shall not 
do so, my brothers, with what the Lord 
has given us; he has preserved us and 
given into our hand the band that came 
against us. 24 Who would listen to you 
in this matter? For as his share is who 
goes down into the battle, so shall his 
share be who stays by the baggage; they 
shall share alike.” 25 And from that day 
forward he made it a statute and an 
ordinance for Israel to this day. 

26 When David came to Ziklag, he 
sent part of the spoil to his friends, the 
elders of Judah, saying, “Here is a 
present for you from the spoil of the 
enemies of the Lord”; 27 it was for 
those in Bethel, in Ramoth of the 
Negeb, in Jattir, 23 in Aro'er, in Siph- 
moth, in Eshtemo'a, 29 in Racal, in the 
cities of the Jerah'meelites, in the 
cities of the Ken 'ites, 3® in Hormah, in 
Bo rash'an, in A'thach, 31 in Hebron, 
for all the places where David and his 
men had roamed. 


Now the Philistines fought 
31. against Israel; and the men of 
Israel fled before the Philistines, and 
fell slain on Amount Gilbo'a. 2 And the 
Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; 
and the Philistines slew Jonathan and 
Abin'adab and MaTchishu'a, the sons 
of Saul. 3 The battle pressed hard upon 
Saul, and the archers found him; and he 
was badly wounded by the archers. 

4 Then Saul said to his armour-bearer, 
“Draw your sword, and thrust me 
through with it, lest these uncircum¬ 
cised come and thrust me through, and 
make sport of me.” But his armour- 
bearer would not; for he feared greatly. 
Therefore Saul took his own sword, and 
fell upon it. 5 And when his armour- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also 
fell upon his sword, and died with 
him. 6 Thus Sard died, and his three 
sons, and his armour-bearer, and ah. his 
men, on the same day together. 7 And 
when the men of Israel who were on the 
other side of the valley and those be¬ 
yond the Jordan saw that the men of 
Israel had fled and that Saul and his 
sons were dead, they forsook their cities 
and fled; and the Philistines came and 
dwelt in them. 

8 On the morrow, when the Philis¬ 
tines came to strip the slain, they found 
Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount 
Gilbo' a. 9 And they cut off his head, and 
stripped off his armour, and sent mes¬ 
sengers throughout the land of the 
Philistines, to carry the good news to 
their idols« and to the people, 10 They 
put his armour in the temple of Ash'- 
taroth; and they fastened his body to the 
wall of Beth-shan. 11 But when the in¬ 
habitants of Ja'besh-giPead heard what 
the Philistines had done to Saul, 12 all 
the valiant men arose, and went all 
night, and took the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons from the wall of 
Beth-shan ; and they came to Jabesh and 
burnt them there. 13 And they took their 
bones and buried them under the 
tamarisk tree in Jabesh, and fasted seven 
days. 


a Cn: Heb they drove before those cattle e Gk Compare I Chron 10.9: Heb to the home of their idols 
31.1-13: 2 Sam 1.6-10; 1 Chron 10.1-12. 
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t After the death of Saul, when 
David had returned from the 
slaughter of the Amal ckites, David re¬ 
mained two days in Ziklag; 2 and on the 
third day, behold, a man came from 
Saul’s camp, with his clothes rent and 
earth upon his head. And when he came 
to David, he fell to the ground and did 
obeisance. 3 David said to him, “Where 
do you come from?” And he said to 
him, “I have escaped from the camp of 
Israel.” 4 And David said to him, “How 
did it go? Tell me,’' And he answered, 
“‘The people have fled from the battle, 
and many of the people also have fallen 
and are dead; and Saul and his son 
Jonathan are also dead.” 5 Then David 
said to the young man who told him, 
‘“How do you know that Saul and his 
son Jonathan are dead?’’ 6 And the 
young man who told him said, “By 
chance I happened to be on Mount 
Gilbo'a; and there was Saul leaning 
upon his spear ; and lo, the chariots and 
the horsemen were close upon him. 
7 And when he looked behind him, he 
saw me, and called to me. And I an¬ 
swered, ‘Here I am.’ 8 And he said to 
me, ‘Who are you?’ I answered him, ‘I 
am an Amahekke.’ 9 And he said to me, 
‘Stand beside me and slay me; for an¬ 
guish has seized me, and yet my life still 
lingers.’ 10 So I stood beside him, and 
slew him, because I was sure that he 
could not live after he had fallen; and I 
took the crown which was on his head 
and the armlet which was on his arm, 
and I have brought them here to my 
lord.” 

11 Then David took hold of his 
clothes, and rent them; and so did all 
the men who were with him; 12 and 
they mourned and wept and fasted until 
evening for Saul and for Jonathan his 
son and for the people of the Lord and 
for the house of Israel, because they 
had fallen by the sword. 13 And David 
said to the young man who told him, 
“Where do you come from?” And he 


answered, “I am the son of a sojourner? 
an AmaTekite.” 14 David said to him, 
“How is it you were not afraid to put 
forth your hand to destroy the Lord’s 
anointed?” 15 Then David called one of 
the young men and said, “Go, fall upon 
him.” And he smote him so that he 
died. 3 6 And David said to him, “Your 
blood be upon your head; for your own 
mouth has testified against you, saying, 
‘I have slain the Lord’s anointed.’ ” 

17 And David lamented with this 
lamentation over Saul and Jonathan his 
son, 18 and he said it" should be taught 
to the people of Judah; behold, it is 
written in the Book of Jashar. 6 He said: 

19 ‘‘Thy glory, O Israel, is slain upon 

thy high places! 

How are the mighty fallen! 

20 Tell it not in Gath, 

publish it not in the streets of 
Ash'kelon; 

lest the daughters of the Philistines 
rejoice, 

lest the daughters of the uncir- 
cumcised exult. 

21 “Ye mountains of Gilbo'a, 

let there be no dew or rain upon 
you, 

nor upsurging of the deep! 6 
For there the shield of the mighty 
was defiled, 

the shield of Saul, not anointed 
with oil. 

22 “From the blood of the slain, 

from the fat of the mighty, 
the bow of Jonathan turned not 
back, 

and the sword of Saul returned not 
empty. 

23 “Saul and Jonathan, beloved and 

lovely! 

In life and in death they were not 
divided; 

they were swifter than eagles, 
they were stronger than lions. 


u Gk: Heb The Bow b Or The upright c Cn: Hcb fields of offerings 
S.6-1Q: 1 Sam 31.1-13; 1 Chron 10.1-12. 



2 SAMUEL £ 270 Abner kills Asahel 


24 “Ye daughters of Israeli weep over 

Saul s 

who clothed you daintily in scarlet, 
who put ornaments of gold upon 
your apparel. 

25 “How are the mighty fallen 

in die midst of the battle? 

“‘Jonathan lies slain upon thy high 
places. 

26 I am distressed for you, my 

brother Jonathan; 

very pleasant have you been to me; 
your love to me was wonderful, 
passing the love of women. 

2^ “How are die mighty fallen, 

and the weapons of war perished l w 
**)) After this David inquired of the 
Lord, “Shall I go up into any of the 
cities of Judah?*' And the Lord said to 
him, “Go up."* David said, “To which 
shall I go up?'* And he said, “To 
Hebron. 2 So David went up there, 
and his two wives also, Ahin'o-am of 
lezreel, and Ab igail the widow of 
Nabai of CarmeL -'Aid David brought 
up his men who were with him, every 
one with his household; and they dwelt 
in the towns of Hebron. 4 And the men 
of Judah came, and there they anointed 
David king over the house of Judah. 

When they told David, “It was the 
men of Ja'besh-giTcad who buried 
Saul/* 5 David sent messengers to the 
men of Ja'hfsh-gil'ead, and said to 
them, “May you be blessed by the 
Lord, because you showed this loyalty 
to Saul your lord, and buried him? 
h Now may the Lord show steadfast 
!ove and faithfulness to you! And I will 
do good to you because you have done 
this thing. 7 Now therefore let your 
hands be strong, and be valiant; for Saul 
vour lord is dead, and the house of 
Judah has anointed me king over 
them.’* 

8 Now Abner the son of Ner, com¬ 
mander of Saul’s army, had taken Ish- 
bo'sheth the son of Saul, and brought 
him over to Mahana'im; 9 and he made 
him king over Gilead and the Ash urites 
and Jezreel and E'phraim and Benjamin 
and all Israel. 10 Ish-bo'sheth, Saul’s 
son, was forty years old when he began 
to reign over Israel, and he reigned two 
years. But the house of Judah followed 

a That is the field of sword-edges 


David. !1 And the time that David wai 
king in Hebron over the house of Judah 
was seven years and six months. 

12 Abner the son of Ner, and the 
servants of Ish-bo'sheth the son of 
Saul, went out from Mahana'im to 
Gibeon. 13 And jo'ab the son of 7cru'- 
iah, and the servants of David, went out 
and met them at the pool of Gibeon; 
and they sat down, the one on the one 
side of the pool, and the other on the 
other side of the pool. HAid Abner said 
to Jo'ab, “l et the young men arise and 
play before us.” And Jo'ab said, “Let 
them arise.” 15 Then they arose and 
passed over by number, twelve for 
Benjamin arid Ish-bo'sheth the son of 
Saul, and twelve of the servants of 
David. 16 And each caught his opponent 
by the head, and thrust his sword m his 
opponent's side; so they fell down to¬ 
gether. Therefore that place was called 
Hel'kath-hazzu"rim/ which is at Gib¬ 
eon. 17 And die battle was very fierce 
that day; and Abner and the men of 
Israel were beaten before die servants 
of David. 

18 And the three sons of Zeru'iah 
were there, Jo'ab, Abishai, and Asahel. 
Now As'ahel was as swift of foot as a 
wild gazelle; 19 and As 'ahel pursued 
Abner, and as he went he turned 
neither to the right hand nor to the left 
from following Abner. 20 Then Abner 
looked behind him and said, “Is it you, 
As'ahel?” Aid he answered, “It is I.” 

Abner said to him, “Turn aside to 
your right hand or to your left, and 
seize one of the young men, and take his 
spoil” But As'ahel would not turn 
aside from following him, 22 And Abner 
said again to As 'ahel, “Turn aside from 
following me; why should 1 smite you to 
the ground? How then could I lift up 
my face to your brother jo'ab?” 23 But 
he refused to turn aside; therefore 
Abner smote him in the belly with the 
butt of his spear, so that the spear came 
out at his back; and he fell there, and 
died where he was. Aid all who came 
to the place where As'ahel had fallen 
and died, stood still. 

24 But Jo'ab and Abi'shai pursued 
Abner; and as the sun was going down 
they came to the hill of Ammah, which 
lies before Gi ah on the way to the 
wilderness of Gibeon. 25 And the Ben- 
jaminites gathered themselves together 
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behind Abner, and became one band, 
and took their stand on the top of a hill. 
2<i Then Abner called to Jo'ab, “Shall 
the sword devour for ever? Do you not 
know that the end will be bitter? How 
long will it be before you bid your peo¬ 
ple turn from the pursuit of their 
brethren?’ 9 27 And Jo'ab said, “As God 
lives, if you had not spoken, surely the 
men would have given up the pursuit of 
their brethren in the morning.” 28 So 
Jo'ab blew the trumpet; and all the men 
stopped, and pursued Israel no more, 
nor did they fight any more. 

2^ And Abner and his men went all 
that might through the Arabah; they 
crossed the Jordan, and marching the 
whole forenoon they came to Mahana'- 
im. 30 Jo'ab returned from the pursuit of 
Abner; and when he had gathered all 
the people together, there were missing 
of David’s servants nineteen men be¬ 
sides As'ahel. 31 But the servants of 
David had slain of Benjamin three hun¬ 
dred and sixty of Abner’s men. 32 And 
they took up As'ahel, and buried him in 
the tomb of his father, which was at 
Bethlehem. And Jo'ab and his men 
marched all night, and the day broke 
upon them at Hebron. 

3 There was a long war between the 
house of Saul and the house of 
David; and David grew stronger and 
stronger, while the house of Saul be¬ 
came weaker and weaker. 

2 And sons were bom to David at 
Hebron: his first-bom was Amnon, of 
Ahiu'o-am of Jezreel ; 3 and his second, 
Chil'e-ab, of Abigail the widow of 
Nabal of Carmel; and the third, Ab'- 
salom the son of Ma'acah the daughter 
of TaJmai king of Geshur; 4 and the 
fourth, Adoni'jah the son of Haggith; 
and the fifth, Shephati'ah the son of 
Abi'tal; 5 and the sixth, Ith're-am, of 
Eglah, David’s wife. These were bom 
to David in Hebron. 

6 While there was war between the 
house of Saul and the house of David, 
Abner was making himself strong in the 
house of Saul. 7 Now Saul had a con¬ 
cubine, whose name was Rizpah, the 
daughter of Ai'ah; and Ish-bo'sheth 
said to Abner, “Why have you gone in 
to my father’s concubine?” 8 Then 
Abner was very angry over the words 
of Ish-bo'sheth, and said, “Am I a 

* Gk: Heb where he was 
3.2-5; 1 Chron 3.1-4. 
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dog’s head of Judah? This day I keep 
showing loyalty to the house of Saul 
your father, to his brothers, and to his 
friends, and have not given you into the 
hand of David; and yet you charge me 
today with a fault concerning a woman. 
9 God do so to Abner, and more also, if 
I do not accomplish for David what the 
Lord has sworn to him, 10 to transfer 
the kingdom from the house of Saul, 
and set up the throne of David over 
Israel and over Judah, from Dan to 
Beer-sheba.” ^And Ish-bo'sheth could 
not answer Abner another word, be¬ 
cause he feared him. 

12 And Abner sent messengers to 
David at Hebron,® saying, “To whom 
does the land belong? Make your cove¬ 
nant with me, and behold, my hand 
shall be with you to bring over all Israel 
to you.” 13 And he said, “Good; I will 
make a covenant with you; but one 
thing I require of you; that is, you shall 
not see my face, unless you first bring 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, when you 
come to see my face.” H Then David 
sent messengers to Ish-bo'sheth Saul’s 
son, saying, “Give me my wife Michal, 
whom I betrothed at the price of a hun¬ 
dred foreskins of the Philistines.” 15 And 
Ish-bo'sheth sent, and took her from 
her husband Pal'tiel the son of La'ish. 
16 But her husband went with her, 
weeping after her all the way to Bahu'- 
rim. Then Abner said to him, “Go, 
return”; and he returned. 

17 And Abner conferred with the 
elders of Israel, saying, “For some time 
past you have been seeking David as 
king over you. 18 Now then bring it 
about; for the Lord has promised 
David, saying, ‘By the hand of my 
servant David I will save my people 
Israel from the hand of the Philistines, 
and from the hand of all their ene¬ 
mies.’ ” 15> Abner also spoke to Ben¬ 
jamin; and then Abner went to tell 
David at Hebron all that Israel and the 
whole house of Benjamin thought good 
to do. 

20 When Abner came with twenty 
men to David at Hebron, David made 
a feast for Abner and the men who were 
with him. 21 And Abner said to David, 
“I will arise and go, and will gather all 
Israel to my lord the king, that they may 
make a covenant with you, and that you 
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may reign over all that your heart de- as one falls before the wicked 
sires.” So David sent Abner away; and you have fallen.” 

he went in peace. And all the people wept again over him. 

22 Just then the servants of David 35 Then all the people came to persuade 
arrived with jo'ab from a raid, bringing David to eat bread while it was yet day; 
much spoil with them. But Abner was but David swore, saying, “God do so to 
not with David at Hebron, for he had me and more also, if I taste bread or 
sent him away, and he had gone in anything else till the sun goes down!” 
peace. 23 When Jo ab and all the army 3ft And all the people took notice of it, 
mat was with him came, it was told and it pleased them; as everything that 
Jo'ab, “Abner the son of Ner came to the king did pleased all the people, 
the king, and he has let him go, and he 37 So all the people and all Israel under- 
has gone in peace.” 24 Then Jo'ab went stood that day that it had not been the 
to the king and said, “What have you king's will to slay Abner the son of Ner. 
done? Behold, Abner came to you; why 3S xAnd the king said to his servants, “Do 
is it that you have sent him away, so that you not know that a prince and a great 
he is gone? 25 You know that Abner the man has fallen this day in Israel? 39 And 
son ot Ner came to deceive you, and to 1 am this day weak, though anointed 
know your going out and your coming king; these men the sons of Zeru iah are 
m, and to know all that you are do- too hard for me. The Lord requite the 

evildoer according to 'his wickedness]” 
26 When Jo'ab came out from A When Ish-bo'sheth, Saul's son, 
David’s presence, he sent messengers a heard that Abner had died at 
after Abner, and they brought him back Hebron, Ids courage failed, and all 
crom the cistern of Sirah; but David did Israel was dismayed. 2 Now Saul’s son 
not know about it. 27 And when Abner had two men who were capiains of 
returned to Hebron, Jo'ab took him raiding bands; the name of the one was 
aside into the midst of the gate to speak Ba'anah, and the name of the other 
with him privately, and there he smote Rechab, sons of Rimmon a man of 
him in the belly, so that he died, for the Benjamin from Be-er'oth (for Be-er'oth 
blood of As'ahel his brother. 28 After- also is reckoned to Beniamin; 3 the 

ward, when David heard of it, he said, Be-erothites fled to Gitta'im, and have 
“I and my kingdom are for ever guilt- been sojourners there to this day), 
less before the Lord for the blood of 4 Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son 
Abner the son of Ner. 29 May it fall who was crippled in his feet. He was 
upon the head of Jo ab, and upon all his five years old when the news about Saul 
lather’s house; and may the house of and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and 
jo'ab never be without one who has a his nurse took him up, and lied; and, as 
discharge, or who is leprous, or who she fled in her haste, he fell, and became 
holds a spindle, or who is slain by the lame. And his name was Mephib'- 
sword, or who lacks bread 1” 30 So osheth. 

jo'ab and Abi'shai his brother slew 5 Now the sons of Rimmon the 
Abner, because he had killed their Be-er'othite, Rechab and Ba'anah, set 
brother As'ahel in the battle at Gibeon. out, and about the heat of the day they 
31 Then David said to Jo'ab and to came to the house of Ish-fco'sheth, as he 
all the people who were with him, was taking his noonday rest. 6 And be- 
“Rend your clothes, and gird on sack- hold, the doorkeeper of the house had 
cloth, and mourn before Abner.” And been cleaning wheat, but she grew 
King David followed the bier. 32They drowsy and slept; so Rechab and Ba- 
buried Abner at Hebron; and the king anah his brother slipped in/ 7 When 
lifted up his voice and wept at the grave they came into the house, as he lay on 
of Abner; and all the people wept, his bed in his bedchamber, they smote 
33 And the king lamented for Abner, him, and slew him, and beheaded him. 
saying, . ^ They took his head, and went by the 

Should Abner die as a fool dies? way of the Arabah all night, 8 and 
34 Your hands were not bound, brought the head of Ish-bo'sheth to 

your feet were not fettered; David at Hebron. And they said to the 

: , H ? b 6A , n . d hither came int0 the mida °f d* house fetching wheat; and th , him in the bcllv; and 

Rechab and Baanah hu brother escaped 
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David captures Zion 
king, “VIere if, the head of Ish-boLheth, 
the son of Saul, your enemy, who 
fought your hie: the Lord has avenged 
>-n y l- *vd the king this day on Saul and cm 
}-<»:, ousprirg.' 4 s ’ But David answered 
F.ecbab and Fa'anah his bi other, the 
tr of Rimmon the Be-er'othite, “As 
thy Lord lives, who has redeemed my 
r*e out of every adversity, 10 when one 
<eV< me, ‘Behold, Saul is dead/ and 
;nought: be -.vls brmging good news, I 
Sflzt a* him and slew him at Liklag, 
which war; the reword I gave him for his 
news. 51 How much more, when wided 
men have slain a righteous man in his 
own house upon his bed, shall I not 
rvnv require bis blood at your hand, and 
lU-'fcrw vcvn -from ib* e.nvih^*” * 2 A di 
David commanded his young men, and 
they killed them, and cut off their hands 
:r.d Ter, and hanged tluvn beside the 
pool at Hebron. But they took the head 
of 1 sb-bo'sheth, and buried it in the 
tomb of Abner at Hebron, 
v Then all the tribes of Israel came 
D to David at Hebron, and said, “be- 
f o«d, we arc your bone and flesh. 2 In 
times past, when Saul war- king over us, 
■: was you that led out ar.c* brought in 
Load; and the Lord said u> you, ‘You 
shrill be shepherd of my people Israel, 
and you shall be prince over Israel.* '* 
■' So all the elders of Israel came to the 
king at Hebron; and King David made 
,i covenant with them at Hebron before 
the Lord, and they anointed DavicI king 
over Israel. 4 David was ihiuy years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
forty years. 5 At Hebron he reigned over 
Judah seven years and six months; 
and at Jerusalem he reigned over all 
Israel and Judah thirty-three years. 

6 And the king and his men went to 
Jerusalem against the Jeb'usites, the 
inhabitants of the land, who said to 
David, “You will not come in here, but 
the blind and the lame will ward you 
off* —thinking, “David cannot come in 
here.** 7 Nevertheless David took the 
stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of 
David. 8 And David said on that day, 
“Whoever would smite the Jeb'usites, 
let him get up the water shaft to attack 
the lame and the blind, who arc hated 
by David's soul.” Therefore it is said, 
“The blind and the lame shall not come 
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into the house.” ^And David dwelt in 
the stronghold, and called it the city of 
David. And David built the city round 
about from the Mtillo inward. !0 And 
David became erer.ier and creator, for 
the Lord, the God of hosts, was with 
him. 

H And Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar trees, 
also eavoenien-. and. masons who hitdt 
David a house. ‘-And Daw id perceived 
that the Lord had established him king- 
over Israel, and that he had exalted his 
kingdom for the sase. of his people 
Israel 

13 And David took more concubines 
and wives from Jerusalem, after he came 
from Hebron; and more sons and 
daughters were bmm re David. 54 And 
these are the names of those who were 
bom to him in Jerusalem: Sham'ipn-a, 
Shobab.. Nathan. -Solomon, 15 Ibhar, 
Eli'shv-Vi, Nepbeg. jophi'a, 16 Elish- 
araa, Eli'ada, and Eiiph'eLt, 

17 When the Philistines heard that 
David bad been anointed king over 
Israel, nil The Philistine:: went up in 
search of David; but David heard of it 
and went down to the stronghold. 
*** Now the Philistines had come and 
spread out in the valley of Rcph'aim. 
lv And David .inquired of the Lord, 
“Shall I go up against the Philistines? 
Wilt thou give them into my hand?’* 
And the Lord said to David, “Go up; 
for I will certainly give the Philistines 
into your hand.” 20 And David came to 
Ba'al-pcra'zim, and David defeated 
them there; and he said, “The Lord 
has broken through?' my enemies before 
me, like a bursting flood.” Therefore 
the name of that place is called Ba'al- 
pera'ximA 2f And the Philistines left 
their idols there, and David and his men 
carried them away. 

22 And the Philistines came up yet 
again, and spread out in the valley of 
Rcph'aim. 23 And when David inquired 
of the Lord, he said, “You shall not go 
up; go around to their rear, and come 
upon them opposite the balsam trees. 
24 And when you hear the sound of 
marching in the tops of the balsam 
trees, then bestir yourself; for then the 
Lord has gone out before you to smite 
the army of the Philistines.** 25 And 
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David did as the Lord commanded David was girded with a linen ephod. 
him, and smote the Philistines from 15 So David and all the house of Israel 
Geba to Gezer. brought up the ark of the Lord with 

6 David again gathered all the shouting, and with the sound of the 
chosen men of Israel, thirty thou- horn, 
sand. 2 And David arose and went with 16 As the ark of the Lord came into 
all the people who were with him from the city of David, Michal the daughter 
Ba'ale-judah, to bring up from there the of Saul looked out of the window', and 
ark of God, which is called by the saw King David leaping and dancing 
name of the .Lord of hosts who sits en- before the Lord; and she despised hmi 
throned on the cherubim. 3 And they in her heart. 17 And they brought hi the 
carried the ark of God upon a new cart, ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, 
and brought it out of the house of inside the tent which David had pitched 
Abin'adab which was on the bill; and for is ; and David offered burnt offerings 
Uzzah and Ahi'od the sons of Abiri'- and peace offerings before the Lord. 
adab, were driving the new cart 7 4 with 18 And when David had finished offering 
the ark of God; and Alii V went before the burnt offerings and the peace of- 
the ark. 5 And David and all the house of fetings, he blessed the people in the 
Israel were making merry before the name of die Lord of hosts, D and dis- 
Lord with all their might, with songs* tributed among all the people, the whole 
and lyres and harps and tambourines multitude of Israel, both men and 
and castanets and cymbals. women, to each a cake of bread, a poc- 

6 And when they came to the thresh- tion of meat,” and a cake of raisins, 
ing floor of Macon, Uzzah put out his Then all the people departed, each to 
hand to the ark of God and took hold of his house. 

it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 And the 20 And David returned to bless his 
anger of the Lord was kindled against household. .But Michal the daughter of 
Uzzah; and God smote him there be- Saul came out to meet David, and said, 
cause he put forth his hand to the ark ; l “How the king of Israel honoured him- 
and he died there beside the ark of self today, uncovering himself today 
God. *>And David was angry because before the eyes of his servants* maids, 
the Lord had broken forth upon Uzzah; as one of the vulgar fellows shamelessly 
and that place is called Pe'rez-uz'zah,™ uncovers himself!” 21 And David said 
to this day. 9 And David was afraid of to Michal, “It was before the Lord, 
the Lord that day ; and he said, “How who chose me above your father, and 
can the ark of the Lord come to me?” above all his house, to appoint me as 
10 So David was not willing to take the prince over Israel, the people of the 
ark of the Lord into the city of David; Lord —and I will make merry before 
but David took it aside to the house of the Lord. 22 I will make myself yet 
O'bed-e'dom the Gittite. 11 And the ark more contemptible than this, and l will 
of the Lord remained in the house of be abased in your 0 eyes; but by the 
O'bed-e'dom the Gittite three months; maids of whom you have spoken, by 
and the Lord blessed O'bed-e'dom and them I shall be held in honour.” 23 And 
all his household, Michal the daughter of Saul had no 

12 And it was told King David, “The child to the day of her death. 

Lord has blessed the household of '”T Now when the king dwelt in his 
O'bed-e'dom and all that belongs to / house, and the Lord had given him 
him, because of the ark of God.” So rest from all his enemies round about, 
David went and brought up the ark of 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, 
God from the house of O'bed-e'dom to “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, 
the city of David with rejoicing; 13 and but the ark of God dwells in a tent.*' 
when those who bore the ark of the 3 And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do 
Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed all that is in your heart; for the Lord 
an ox and a fatling. 14 And David danced is with you.” 

before the Lord with all his might; and 4 But that same night the word of 

* Or and his brocher 

^Compare Gk: Heb the new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab which was on the hill 
k Gk 1 Chron 13.8: Heb fir trees ‘ 1 Chron 13.10: Heb uncertain 
m That is The breaking forth upon Uzzah " Vg: Heb uncertain 0 Gk: Heb my 
6.1-11: 1 Chron 13.1-14. 6.12-19: 1 Chron 15.1-16.3. 7.1-29: 1 Chron 17.1-27. 
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the 1,okd came to Nathan, 5 “Go and am I, O Lord God, and what is my 
tell my servant David, 1 Thus says the house, that thou hast brought me thus 
Lord: Would you build me a house to far? lv And yet this was a small thing in 
dwell in? 0 1 have not dwelt in a house thy eyes, O Lord God; thou hast spoken 
since the day i brought up the people also of thy servant’s house for a great 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I while to come, and hast shown me 
have been moving about in a tent for fuiuie generations/ O Lord God l 
my dwelling. 7 In all places where i 21 ‘And what more can David say to 
have moved with all the- people of thee? For thou knowest thy servant, O 
Israel, did I sneak a word with any of Lord God! 21 Because of thv promise, 
the nidges*’ of Israel, whom 1 com- and according to thy own heart, thou 
manded to shepherd my people Israel, hast wrought all this greatness, to make 
saying, “Why have you not built rne a thy servant know it. 22 Therefore thou 
house of cedar?” ’ 8 Now therefore thus art great, O Lord God; for there is none 
vou shall say to my servant David, like thee, and. there is no Gc/d besides 
'Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you thee, according to ail that we have heard 
from the pasture, from following the with our cars. 23 What other" nation on 
sheep, that you should be prince over earth is like thy people Israel, whom 
my people Israel; 9 and I have been God went to redeem to be his people, 
with you wherever you went, and have making himself a name, and doing for 
cut oil all your enemies from before them 4 great and terrible things, by dtiv- 
you; and I will make for you a great ing out w before his people a nation end 
name, like the name of the great ones of its gods?» 24 And thou didst establish 
the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for thyself thy people Israel to be thy 
for my people Israel, and will plant people for ever; and thou, O Lord, 
them, that they may dwell in their own didst become their God. 25 And now, O 
place, and be disturbed no more; and Lord God, confirm for ever the word 
violent men shall afflict them no more, which thou hast spoken concerning thy 
as formerly, 11 from the time that I servant and concerning his house, and 
appointed fudges over my people do as thou hast spoken; 26 and thy name 
I si ad; and I will give you rest from all will be magnified for ever, saying, "The 
your enemies. Moreover the Lord tie- Lord of hosts is God over Israel,’ and 
dates to you that che Lord will make, the house of thy servant David wall be 
you a house. 12 When your days are established before thee. 27 For thou, O 
fulfilled and you lie clown with your Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, hast 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring made tins revelation to thy servant, 
after you, who shall come forth from saying, T will build you a hov.se*; thcre- 
vour body, and I will establish his fore thy servant has found courage to 
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for pray this prayer to thee. 28 And now, O 
my name, and I will establish the throne Lord God, thou art God, and thy 
of his kingdom for ever. 14 I wall be his words are true, and thou hast promised 
father, and he shall be my son. When he this good thing to thy servant; 29 now 
commits iniquity, I will chasten him therefore may it please thee to bless the 
with the rod of men, with the stripes of house of thy servant, that it may con- 
the sons of men; 15 but I will not take? tinue for ever before thee; for thou, O 
rny steadfast love from him, as I took it Lord God, hast spoken, and with thy 
from Saul, whom I put away from be- blessing shall the house of thy servant 
lore you. 16 And your house and your be blessed for ever.” 
kingdom shall be made sure for ever Q After this David defeated the 
before me; your throne shall be estab- 0 Philistines and subdued them, and 
lished for ever.’ ” 17 In accordance with David took Mctheg-am'mah out of the 
all these words, and in accordance with hand of the Philistines, 
all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 2 And he defeated Moab, and 
18 Then King David went in and sat measured them with a line, making 
before the Lord, and said, “Who them lie down on the ground; two lines 

* \^ron 17.6: Heb tribes ? Gk SyT Vg 1 C-hron 17.13: Heb shall not dcpa\ 

Or : Heb this is the law j or man * Gk: Heb one 4 Heb you 11 Gk 1 Chroi 17.21: Heb for your land 
Iitb before thy people, whom thou didst redeem tor thyself from Egypt, nations and its gods 
7.14: Heb 1.5. 6.1-14: 1 Chum 18.1-13. 
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be measured to be put to death, and one recorder; 17 and Zadok the son of Ahi'- 
full line to be spared. And the Moabites tub and Ahim'elech the son of Abi- 
became servants to David and brought athar were priests; and Serai ah was 
tribute. secretary; 18 and Renal'ah the son of 

3 David also defeated Hadadc'zer the jehoi'ada was over^ the Cher'ethites 
son of Rehob, king of Zobah, ?a he went and the Pel'ethites; and David’s sons 
to restore his newer at the river Eu- ... : priests. 

phra'tes. 4 And David took from him a A And David said, “Is there still any 
thousand and seven hundred horse- one left of the house of Saul, thnr I 
men, and twenty thousand foot soldiers; may show him kindness for Jonathan’s 
and David hamstrung all the chariot sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of the 
horses, but left enough for a hundred bouse of Saul whose name was Ziba, 
chariots. 5 And when the Syrians of and they called him to David; and the 
Damascus came to help H v.iade'zer king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And 
king of Zobah, David slew twenty-two he said, “Your servant is he.” - And the 
thousand .men oi :he Syrians. o 'Then kinc said, “Is there not still some one of 
David run garrisons in Aram of Damns- the .house of Saul, that I may show' the 
cus; and the Syrians became servants kindness of God to him?” Ziba said to 
to David and brought ’rihutr. And the the king, ‘‘There is still a son of Jona- 
Torp gave victory to DaMd wherever than; he is crippled in his feel.” 4 The 
he went. 7 Arui David tv'ok the shields kinc: said to him, ‘AYhere is be?” And 
of gold which were carried by the Z«ba said to the king, “Ue is in the 
servants of Hadsde'ziT, and brought house of Machir the son of Am'miel, at 
them to Jerusalem. 8 And from Betah 1,0-debar.” 5 Then Ring David sent 
and from Bero'thni, cities of Rrtdade'- and brought bum from the house of 
zer, King David lot »k very much bronze. /Machir the son of Am‘mid, at Do- 
9 When To i king of H-minth heard debar. AArsd Mephib osheth the son of 
that David had defeated the whole army Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David, 
of Hadade'Ter, ,0 Tr*'i sent his son and fell on his face and did obeisance, 
lomu to Kinc David, to greet him, and And David said, “Mephib'osheth!” 
to congratulate him because he had And he answered, “Behold, your serv- 
foughr against H.adade'zer and defeated ant.” 7 And David said to him, “Do not 
him; for Hadade'zer had often been at fear; for I will show you kindness for 
war with To'i. And Toram brought with the sake of your father Jonathan, and 1 
him articles of silver, of gold, and of will restore to yon all the land of Saul 
bronze; R these also King David your father; and you shall eat nr my 
dedicated to the Lord, together with table always.” 8 And he did obeisance, 
the silver and gold which he dedicated and said, “What is your servant, that 
from all the nations he subdued, ^ from you should look upon a dead dog such 
Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the as 1?” 

Philistines, Am'alek, and from the spoil 9 Then the king called Ziba, Saul’s 
of Hadade'zer the sop of Rehob, king of servant, and said to him, “All that be- 
Zobah. longed to Saul and to all his house X 

13 And David won a name for him- have given to your master’s son. ll) And 
self. When he returned, he slew you and your sons and your servants 
eighteen thousand Edomites ' w in the shall till the land for him, and shall 
Valley of Salt. I4 And he put garrisons in bring in the produce, that your master’s 
Edom; throughout all Edom he put son may have bread to eat; but Me- 
garrisons, and all the Edomites became phib'osheth your master’s son shall 
David’s servants. And the Lord gave always eat at my table.” Now Ziba had 
victory to David wherever he went. fifteen sons and twenty servants. 

15 So David reigned over all Israel; li Then Ziba said to the king, “Accord- 
and David administered justice and mg to all that my lord the king corn- 
equity to all his people. 16 And Jo'ab the mands his servant, so will your servant 
son of Zeru'iah was over the army; and do,” So Mephib'osheth ate at David’s v 
Jehosh'aphat the son of Ahi'lud was table, like one of the king’s sons. ^And 

u> Gk: Heb returned from smiting eighteen thousand Syrians 
x Syr 'l g V« 20.21; 1 Chton 18.17: Heb lacks was over V Gk: Heb my 
8.15-18. 2 Sam 20.23-26; 1 Chron 18.14-17. 
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Mcphib'osheth had a young; son, whose 
name was Mica. And all who dwelt in 
71 ha’s house became Aienhib'oshethds 
servant's. ^ So Mephib'osbcih dwelt 'm 
lerusaScin * /or he ate always :>$ die 

• v.nG,’s table. Now he was lane in both 
h’.s leer. 

tfl After this the king; of the Am- 
Iv? monitor, died, and iktnun his son 
w'vned in his stead. 2 And David said, 
'•‘I will deal loyally with Hamm the son 
of Nr,hash, as his father dealt loyally 
with me.” So David sent by his serv¬ 
ants to console him concerning his 
father. And David’s servants came into 
the land of the Ammonites, *>Vul t^e 
princes of the Ammonites said ro 1 ’Gram 
their lord, “Do you think because David 
br.s sent comforters to you, that he is 
honouring your father? Has not David 
scot his servants to von vo scare 1 * the 
city, and to spy it out, and to overthrow 
it: "* 4 So Hamm cook David’s servants, 
and shaved oil half the beard of each, 
and cut off their garments in the middle, 
■7i their hips, and sent them away, 
s When it was told David, he sent to 
meet them, for the men were greatly 
a. hamed. And the king said, “Remain 
st Jericho until your beards have grown, 
and then return.” 

6 When the Ammonites saw thi t they 
had become odious to David, the Am¬ 
monites sent and hired the Syrians of 
Beth-re'hob, and the Syrians of Zobah, 
twenty thousand foot soldiers, and the 
king of Ma'acah with a thousand men, 
and the men of Tob, twelve thousand 
men. 7 And when David heard of it, he 
sent Jo'ab and all the host of the mighty 
men. 8 And the Ammonites came out 
and drew up in battle array at the en¬ 
trance of the gate; and the Syrians of 
Zobah and of Rehob, and the men of 
Tob and Ma'acah, were by themselves 
in the open country. 

9 When Jo'ab saw that the battle was 
set against him both in front and in the 
rear, he chose some of the picked men 
of Israel, and arrayed them against the 
Syrians; 10 the rest of his men he put in 
5 he charge of Abi'shai his brother, and 
he arrayed them against the Ammonites. 
n And he said, “If the Syrians are too 
strong for me, then you shall help me; 
but if the Ammonites are too strong for 
you, then I will come and help you. 

* Heb river 

30.1-lSs 1 Chron 19.1-19. 11 . 1 : 1 Chrcm 20.1. 


12 Be of good cotirnge, and let us play 
the man for our people, and for the 
chi or. of our God; and may the Loro do 
what seems good to him.” u So jo'ab 
and the people who were with him 
drew near to bat be against the Syrians j 
and they tied before him. 14 And when 
the Ammonites taw that the Syrians 
lied, they likewise fled before Abi'shai, 
and entered the city. Then jo'ab re¬ 
turned from fighting against: the Am¬ 
monites, and came to Jerusalem. 

15 But when the Syrians saw that 
they had beers defeated, by Israel, they 
gathered themselves together. TAnd 
VkuAsclcAer sen?, uxvA brought out the 
Syrians who we beyond the Hu- 
phra'tts;* and they came to Helam, 
wim Shobach the commander of the 
rir.v of Kadadc'ner at. their head . 11 And 
when it was told David, he gathered all 
Israel together, and crossed the Jordan, 
and came to Relam. And the Syrians 
arrayed themselves against David, and 
fought with him. 18 And the Syrians /led 
before Israel; and David slew of the 
Syrians the men of seven hundred 
chariots, and forty thousand horsemen, 
and wounded Shobach the commander 
of their army, so that: he died there. 
14 And when all the kings who were 
servants of Hadade'rer saw that they 
had been defeated by Israel, they made 
peace with Israel, and became subject 
to them. So the Syrians feared to help 
the Ammonites any more. 

U ln the spring of the year, the 
time when lungs go forth to 
battle, David sent Jo'ab, and his serv¬ 
ants with him, and all Israel; and they 
ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged 
Rabbah. But David remained at Jeru¬ 
salem. 

2 It happened, late one afternoon, 
when David arose from his couch and 
was walking upon the roof of the king’s 
house, that he saw from the roof a 
woman bathing; and the woman was 
very beautiful. hAnd David sent and in¬ 
quired about the woman. And one said, 
“Is not this Bathshe'ba, the daughter of 
Eli'am, the wife of Uri'ah the Hittitc?” 
4 So David sent messengers, and took 
her; and she came to hfm, and he lay 
with her. (Now she was purifying her¬ 
self from her uncleanness.) Then she 
returned to her house.- 5 And the woman 
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concrived; and --he sem and fold David, 
“I am with child.” 

6 So .1 »avid scar ward to Jo'ab, 
“Send r.tc Uri US flic Hulk;;.” And 
jo'ab sen; Uriah to Da\id. 7 ’When 
Uri'ah cune to him, .David; asked how 
Jo Lb was doinc;, and how the people 
hired, and ivw/ the wav prospered, 
b Then David said to Uriah, ' 3o down 
to sour house, and wish your Iced” 
And ‘uri ah went out ol tin- king’s 
House, and facie Dliowed him a \n escoi 
ivom the king. !) Tut Dri ah. a'cot at die 
door oi' the k : ng s house v\r, a ail the 
servants of his hud, ana vii;i not go 
down to his house. 'vVivn they told 
David. ‘'Uri Ah dr A not go down to hi* 
house/' Da\ id said to Uri An, ‘‘Dave 
you not come thoui a. journey? Vhy did 
\ou not go Jo'vn to your house?” 
i 1 Du nit said :u David, “ The rrk and 
Israel and jiuiaa dwell in bo.,,’island 
my lord jo an and rue servants of my 
.lord ore camping in the open field; shall 
l rh.cn go to my house, io cat and to 
th'tnk, .vud to he w-'h ,ny wife 2 As you 
live, and as your soul lives, i will not do 
mis thing.” r - Then David said to 
Uriah. “Remain here today jLu, and 
tomorrow 1 u hi Jet you depart,” So 
Uri'ah remained in Jerusalem that day, 
and the next. ! vend David inutd hem, 
and he ate in his presence and di -oik, so 
that he made him thunk; and in the 
evening he went out to lie on his couch 
wuh toe scrams of hri lord, but he did 
not go down to bio house. 

,U In the morning David wrote ft 
letter to Jo‘ah, and sent it by the ha no 
of Uri ah. 15 In the letter he wrote, 
“Set Uri ah in the forefront of the 
hurdcji righting, and then draw hack 
from him, that he rrm he struck down, 
and die.’ 1 Ja And as jo ah was besieging 
the city, he assigned uri'ah to the place 
where he knew there were valiant men. 
J 7 And the men of the city came out and 
fought with jo'ab; and some of the serv¬ 
ants of David among the people fell. 
Uri ah the Hittite was slain also. 18 Then 
jo'ab sent and toid David all the news 
about the fighting; and he instructed 
tiie messenger, “When you have fin¬ 
ished telling all the news about the 
fighting to the king, 20 then, if the king’s 
anger rises, and if he says to you, ‘Why 
did you go so near the city to fight? Did 
you not know that they would shoot 
from the wall? 21 Who killed Abim'dech 


the son of jerub besheth? Did not a 
woman cast an upper millstone upon 
him from the wall, so that he died at 
ThebeD? Why did you go so near the 
wall?’ then yon shall say, ‘Your servant 
Uri'ah the liittite is dead also." ” 

22 So the messenger went, and came 
and told Davidjail that jo'ab had sent 
him tv' tell. 2S i he messenger said to 
David, “The men gained an advantage 
over us, and came out against us in the 
livid; but wo drove them back to the 
entrance of the gate. 24 Then the archers 
slio". at yuuv servants from the wall; 
some of the king's servants are dead; 
and your servant Uri'ah the Hittite is 
dead also.” 2: " David said to the mes¬ 
senger, “Thus shall you say u> jo'ab., 
‘Do not let this matter trouble you, for 
the sword devours now one and now 
smother; strengthen your attack upon 
the city, and overthrow it/ And ea~ 
Cou-iau: him,” 

2o When the wife of Uriah heard 
that Uriah her husband was dead, she 
made lamentation for her husband. 
27 And when the mourning was over, 
David sent and brought her to his 
house, and she became his wife, and 
bore him a son. But the thing that 
Da'i id had done displeased the Lord. 
ti And tne Lord sent Nathan to 
-1.4’ D -vld. He came to him, aud said 
to him, “There were two men in a cer¬ 
tain city, the one rich and the other 
poor. 2 The rich man had very many 
'docks and herds; 2 but the poor man 
had nothing but one little ewe iamb, 
which he had bought, And he brought 
it up, and It grew up with him and with 
his children; it used to cat of his morsel, 
and dunk from his cup, and lie in his 
bosom, and it was like a daughter to 
him. 4 Now there came a traveller to the 
rich man, and he was unwilling to take 
one of his own flock or herd to prepare 
for the wayfarer who had come to him, 
but he took the poor man’s iamb, and 
prepared it for the man who had come 
to him.” 5 Then David’s anger was 
greatly kindled against the man; and 
he said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, 
the man w r ho has done this deserves to 
die; & and he shall restore the lamb 
fourfold, because he did this thing, and 
because he had no pity.” 

7 Nathan said to David, “You arc the 
man. Thus says the Lord, the God of 
.Israel, T anointed you king over Israel, 



Binh of .Solomon 219 2 SAMUEL 13 


sad I delivered you out of the hand of 
Saul; 8 and I gave you your master’s 
house, and your master’s wives into 
your bosom, and gave you the house of 
Israel and of Judah; and if this were too 
little, 1 would add to you as much 
more. 9 Why have you despised the 
word of the Lord, to do what is evil in 
his sight? You have smitten Uri'ah the 
lliuite with, the sword, and have taken 
his wife to be your wife, and have 
slain him with the swoid of the Am¬ 
monites. 10 Now therefore the sword 
shall never depart from your house, be- 
t a use you have despised me, and have 
taken the wife of Uri ah the Hittite to 
he your wife.’ 11 Thus says the Lord, 
Behold, 1 will raise up evil against you 
out of your own house; and X will take 
your wives before your eyes, and give 
them to your neighbour, and he shall lie 
with your wives in the sight of this sun. 
12 For you clid it. secretly; but 1 will do 
this thing before all Israel, and before 
the sun.’ ” 13 David said to Nathan, 
“X have sinned against the Lord.” And 
Nathan said to David, “The Lord also 
has put away your sin; you shall not 
oe. Nevertheless, because by this 
deed 3'ou have utterly scorned the 
Lord," the child that is born to you 
shall die.” 15 Then Nathan went to his 
house. 

And the Lord struck the child that 
Uri'ah’s wife bore to David, and it be¬ 
came sick. David therefore besought 
God for the child; and David fasted, 
and went in and lay all night upon the 
ground. l7 And the elders of his house 
stood beside him, to raise him from the 
ground; but he would not, nor did he 
eat food with them. 18 On the seventh 
day the child died. And the servants of 
David feared to tell him that the child 
was dead; for they said, “Behold, while 
the child was yet alive, we spoke to him, 
and he did not listen to us; how then 
can we say to him the child is dead? He 
may do himself some harm.” 19 But 
when David saw that his servants were 
whispering together, David perceived 
that the child was dead; and David said 
to his servants, “Is the child dead?” 
They said, “He is dead.” 20 Then 
David arose from the earth, and washed, 
and anointed himself, and changed his 


clothes; and he went into the house of 
the Lord, and worshipped; he then went 
to his own house; and when he asked, 
they set food before him, and he ate. 
21 Then his servants said to him, “What 
is this thing that you have done? You 
fasted and wept for the child while it 
was alive; but when the child died, vou 
arose and ate food.” 22 He said, “While 
the child was still alive, I fasted and 
wept; ior ’( said, ‘Who knows whether 
the Lord will be gracious to me, that 
the child may live?’ 23 But now he is 
dead; why should I fast? Can I bring 
him back again? .1 shall go to him, but 
he will not return to me.” 

24 Then David comforted his wife, 
Bathshc'ba, and went in to her, and lay 
with her; and she bore a son, and he 
called his name Solomon. And the 
Lord loved him, 23 and sent a message 
by Nathan the prophet; so he called his 
name ]edidi'ah, ?; because of the Lord. 

26 Now Jo'ab fought against Rabbah 
of the Ammonites, and took the royal 
city. 27 And Jo'ab sent messengers to 
David, and said, “I have fought against 
Rabbah; moreover, 1 have taken the 
city of waters. 28 Now, then, gather the 
rest of the people together, and encamp 
against the city, and take it; lest I take 
the city, and it be called by my name.” 
29 So David gathered all the people to¬ 
gether and went to Rabbah, and fought 
against it and took it, 30 And he took the 
crown of their king 5 from his head; the 
weight of it was a talent of gold, and in 
it was a precious stone; and it was 
placed on David’s head. And he brought 
forth the spoil of the city, a very great 
amount. 31 And he brought forth the 
people who were in it, and set them to 
labour with saws and iron picks and iron 
axes, and made them toil at d the brick¬ 
kilns; and thus he did to all the cities of 
the Ammonites. Then David and all the 
people returned to Jerusalem. 

B Now Ab'salom, David’s son, 
had a beautiful sister, whose 
name was Tamar; and after, a time 
Amnon, David’s son, loved her. 2 And 
Amnon was so tormented that he made 
himself ill because of his sister Tamar; 
for she was a virgin, and it seemed im¬ 
possible to Amnon to do anything to 
her. 3 But Amnon had a friend, whose 
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name was Jon'adah, the son of Sh.im'e- 
ah, David's brother;, and joo'vuhb was 
a verv crafty man. 4 And be said to him, 
’‘O son of the kmc., why are you so 
hazard moraine; alter moraine,? Will 
you nor tell me:''’ t\mca»ct said to him, 
“( love Tamar, rr.v brother Ab'salom's 
sister.” 5 Jon'adab said to him, ‘’Lie 
down on. your bed, and pretend to he 
ill; and when your father comes to see 
you, say to him, T et my sister Tamar 
come and give me bread to eat, and 
prepare tire food in my sight, that l may 
see it, and eat it Train her hand ’ ” '■> bo 
Amu on lay down, and pretended to 
be iil, and when the king came to see 
him, Arm ion said to the kuuu "Pray let 
my sister Tamar come and make a 
couple of cakes in my su;ht, l muy 
eat hom her hand/' 

7 Then David sent home to Tamar, 
saying, 'Go to your brut he; Amnon’s 
house, and prepare food for him.” do 
Tamar went to her brother Amaor/s 
house, wnere he v/us lying down. And 
she took dough, and kneaded it, and 
made cakes in ius sight., and baked the 
cakes. -And she took the pan and emp¬ 
tied it out before him, but he refused to 
eat. And Amnon said, “Send our every 
one from, me/’ So every one went out 
from him. 14 Then Amnon said to 
Tamar, ‘'Bring the food into the 
chamber, that i may eat from your 
hand.” And Tamar took the cakes she 
had made, and brought them into the 
chamber to Amnon her brother. 11 But 
when she brought them near him to cat, 
he took hold of her, and said to her, 
“Come, he with me, my sister.” u She 
answered him, "No, my brother, do 
not force me; for such a thing is not 
done in Israel; do not do this wanton 
folly. 13 As for me, where could I carry 
my shame? And as for you, you would 
be as one of the wanton fools in Israel. 
Now therefore, I pray you, speak to the 
king; for he will not withhold me from 
you,” 14 But he would not listen to her; 
and being stronger titan she, he forced 
her, and lay with her. 

15 Then Amnon hated her widi very 
great hatred; so that the hatred with 
which he hated her was greater than the 
love with which he had loved her. And 
Amnon said to her, ‘Arise, be gone.” 
16 But she said to him, “No, my brother; 


greater than the other winch you did to 
me.”' But he would not listen to her. 
- 1 He called the voung man who serve/: 
him and said, “Put ibis woman our of wu 
presence, and bo it the: door after her/' 
is Now she was wearing a long robe 
with sleeves; for thus were the virgin 
daughters of the king clad of old / Sn his 
servant put her on!-, and boiled the 
door aver her, i0 And Tamar out a dies 
on h: v e head, and rent the lone; rob:, 
which she wot;; and she InM her hand 
on her head, and went awnv, ervin 
aloud as she went 

20 Ane: her brother Ah Til rm aaid U 
her, “Has Amnon your hroihe»" been, 
with you? Now hold your oevee, nw 
sister; he is your brother; do not take 
this to heart.” Bo Tamar dwelt, a deso¬ 
late wo,nan, in her broxhiv AbT.lcvuN 
house. When 'Ivns- David heard ol u'A 
these things, lie was very ar v t..ry. *■■■ b\K 
Ab saloon sooUe to Amnon neither good 
nor bud; for Ab'salom .hiled Anr-ion, 
because he had forced his sister Tamar. 

23 Alter two fuii years Ab stdorn had 
sheepshcnrcTS at xv.-iTJ -ha'zor, which is 
near B'phiaim, and Ab salom invited 
all the king’s sons. J4 Aod. Ab'salom 
came to the king, and said, “Behold, 
your servant has sheeps hearers; pray 
let the king and his servants go with 
your servant.” 25 But the king said to 
Ab'salom, “No, my son, let us not all 
go, lest we be burdensome to you.” He 
pressed him, but he would not go but 
gave him his blessing. 2o Then Ab'¬ 
salom said, “If not, pray let my brother 
Amnon go with us.” And die king said 
to him, “Why should he go with you?” 
27 But Ab'salom pressed him until he 
let Amnon and ah the king's sons go 
with him. 28 Then Ab'salom com¬ 
manded his servants, “Mark when 
Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and 
when I say to you, ‘Strike Amnon,' 
then kill him. Fear not; have I not com¬ 
manded you? Be courageous and be 
valiant.” 29 So the servants of Ab'¬ 
salom did to Amnon as Ab'salom had 
commanded. Then all the king’s sons 
arose, and each mounted his mule and 
fled. 

30 While they were on the way, 
tidings came to David, “Ab'salom has 


slam all the king’s sons, and not one 

e Cn Corn pare Gk Vg: Hot* No, Jot this great wrong in sending me away is (worse) than the other which you did to 
me ^ Cm: Heb clad in robes 
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of them is kit.*' 31 Then The king arose, 
and rent his garments, and lay oq the 
earth; and all bis set varus who were 
standing bv rent their gwmeats. 32 But 
jon'nd,-»b the son ot Slum e-.ah, David’s 
broxha . said, “I.ct not my lord suppose 
that they have killed ah 'he young men 
the king’s sons, for Arnnou Gone is 
deed, tor bv the comtuau.! ol AhValom 
this has heoM deform:-vd :'•«.• .lay 

he Greed hi-» swmr Lamar. 34 Now 
th crNnot let <i-»r m y lord die* s i re so 
take u. to heart a: io suppose rhat ail the 
’one's sons are dead; h>r Amtvm Tone 
*.S 'if*’ , d.’ > 

Vj. ijOft AbVunm fled. And the young 
man who kew the WK’h lilted u;* his 
eyes- and looked, and beboui, tinny 
o.-or.fe were evening from the Hon na'-- 
vm re.eh 7 Pv the r.i> le oi die nnmnrdn. 

3 ■ A;ui h>n adar> said to the king, !"L> 
ho;.h the king s son., leave come; as lour 
;.er*. evit said-, ,; o it h?" mmo dmut.” 
b'Atid as sono ns He, H..d hms!u;d -.re.’.k- 
i'lT, HohoiJ, the king's sons o'nv, and 
khvi up their voice and wept; end the 
Ktn.; also and an his so o,»iiS wet* very 
Nrcrlv. 

37 nut AbHalnm ;led. and went to 
'Teb'vai the son of Arnrm "hud, kuw T 
Geshnr. Arid David mourned for his 
sou duv after .lay. 3S So A..b baton, hud, 
and went m Gesh.ur, an - i intis P a:re thiec 
years. 30 And die spkdG of the king 
longed to 3 o forth to Ah'salon); for he 
was oomfoued about Am non, seeing he 
W;>*; deed. 

M Now jo'&b the son of Zuru'inh 
J perceived that the king’s heart 
went out to Ab salom. 2 And To'ab sent 
to Tcko'a, and fetched F*om there a wise 
woman, and said to her, “Pretend to be 
a mounter, and put on mourning gar¬ 
ments; do not anoint yourself wkh oil, 
but behave like a woman who has been 
mourning many days for the dead; 3 and 
go to the king, and speak thus to him.” 
So jfo'ab put the words in her mouth. 

4 When the woman of Teko'a came 
to the king, she fell on her face to the 
ground, and did obeisance, and said, 
"‘Help, O king.” 5 And the king said to 
her, “What is your trouble?” She an¬ 
swered, “Alas, I am a widow; my hus¬ 
band is dead. 6 And your handmaid had 
two sons, and they quarrelled with one 
another in the field; there was no one ro 
part them, and one struck the other and 

*' Cn Compare CJk: lleb the road behind him h Gk: Hi 


killed him. 1 And ivnv the whole family 
has risen against your handmaid, and 
they say, ‘Give up the mao who sirurk 
hvs"brother, that we may kill him for the 
life of his brother whom he slew 7 ; and so 
jhey would JesTrov the heir also. ' bus 
they would quench mv coal which is 
left* and leave To ro v husband neither 
n'»me nor icmivjrv upon the lace ■* Hue 
ciinu. ” 

8 Then the Gnr» said ro the woman, 
to y >ur bouse, and i wiH give 
ord-Ti concerning you. 7 ' 'And ^ ike 
won'.in of h eke a stud ”o the king, “On. 
me be the g Tit. v'v love? die kirn:, and 
on mv fuller’s h"usc; let the king am! 
his throne be guiitle^ j/* The Vang 
said, “Tf anv on.-? >;o s anything to you, 
bring Him to me, and be shall ne-*' j r 
touch you :r T 'dr» ” (i Then sue v.uj, 
"i 'rv\ let the J * ing ■. evoke The Loan v^ur 
God, that the :m tiger of blood slug v\o 
move, -nut mv van be nm destroyT»,” 
He said, “As the Logo h'.'-s, not ane 
bail of your sun :• Had full to the vr-oead.’ 1 

i;' Then flic wo*ivua yud, ‘Try’ Hu 
your handmaid apev.s a wowi to mv Gvd 
the I' mg.” lie sc irk TSp.-wk. 17 TA^G Ge 
woman saui, '"AVhy tb^n have von 
j'Uioned such a thing agariM- th : * people 
*.f kAud,:* For in givuu,’ k i> decision The 
king '■■f'nvkf hivuueh, io'eavuieb ?«s the 
king does n v »; V-viug Lis banished one 
home again. i4 We must all die, we are 
jik<; water sniit ; v a the ground, which 
ran not be gathered uo again; but God 
v-ih not take ravav the Ike of ’em who 
devises' meins nor ro Loco his ban wheel 
one an outcast 15 Now T have come to 
say this to my lord the Li eg because the 
people have made me afraid; and your 
handmaid TioogVn, ‘1 will speak to me 
king; it may be that the king will per¬ 
form the request of his servant. 1(1 For 
the king will hear, and deliver his serv¬ 
ant from the hand of the man who 
would destroy me and my son together 
from the heritage of God.’ 17 And your 
handmaid thought, ‘The word of my 
lord the king will set me at rest’; for my 
lord the king is like the angel of God to 
discern good and evil. The Lord your 
God be with you!” 

18 Then the king answered the 
woman, “Do not hide from me any¬ 
thing I ask you.” And the woman said, 
“Let my lord the king speak.” JQ The 
king said, “Is the hand of Jo'ab with you 

•h David 1 Cn: lleb and he dn-hes 
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in ail this?” The woman answered and 
said, “As surely as you live, my lord the 
king, one cannot turn to the right hand 
or to the left from anything that my lord 
the king has said. It was your servant 
jo'ab who bade me; it was he who put 
ail these words in the mouth of your 
handmaid. 20 In order to change the 
c ourse of affairs your servant jo'ab did 
this. But my lord has wisdom like the 
wisdom of the angel of God to know all 
tilings that are on the earth. 51 

21 Then the king said to Jo ab, “Be¬ 
hold now, X grant this; go, bring back 
ihe young man Ab'salom.” 22 And Jo'ab 
fell on his face to the ground, and did 
obeisance, and blessed the king; and 
jo'ab said, “Today your servant knows 
that I have found favour in your sight, 
my lord the king, in that the king has 
granted the request of his servant.” 
23 So Jo'ab arose and went to Geshur, 
and brought Ab'salom to Jerusalem. 
- 4 And the king said, “Let him dwell 
apart in his own house; he is not to 
come into my presence.” So Ab'salom 
dwelt apart in his own house, and did 
not come into the king’s presence. 

25 Now in all Israel there was no one 
so much to be praised for his beauty as 
Ab'salom; from the sole of his foot to 
the crown of his head there was no 
blemish in him. 26 And when he cut the 
hair of his head (for at the end of every 
year he used to cut it; when it was heavy 
on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair 
of his head, two hundred shekels by the 
king’s weight. 27 There were bom to 
Ab'salom three sons, and one daughter 
whose name was Tamar; she was a 
beautiful woman. 

28 So Ab'salom dwelt two full years 
in Jerusalem, without coming into the 
king’s presence. 29 Then Ab'salom sent 
for Jo'ab, to send him to the king; but 
Jo'ab would not come to him. And he 
sent a second time, but Jo'ab would not 
come. 30 Then he said to his servants, 
“See, Jo'ab’s field is next to mine, and 
he has barley there; go and set it on 
tire.” So Ab'salom’s servants set the 
field on fire. 31 Then Jo'ab arose and 
went to Ab'salom at his house, and said 
to him, “Why have your servants set 
my field on fire?” 32 Ab'salom answered 
Jo'ab, “Behold, I sent word to you, 
Come here, that I may send you to the 
king, to ask, “Why have I come from 

J Gk Syr: Heb forty k Or sent 


Geshur? It would be better for me to be 
there still.” Now therefore let me go 
into the presence of the king; and if 
there is guilt in me, let him kill me.* ” 
33 Then Jo'ab went to the king, and told 
him; and he summoned Ab'salom. So 
he came to the king, and bowed himself 
on his face to the ground before the 
king; and the king kissed Ab'salom. 

\ St After this Ab salom got himself 
a chariot and horses, and fifty 
men to ran before him.. -And Ab'salom 
'used to rise early and stand beside the 
way of the gate; and when any man had 
a suit to come before the king for judg¬ 
ment, Ab salom would call to him, and 
say, “From what city are you?” And 
when he said, **Your servant is of such 
and such a tribe in Israel,” 3 Ab'salom 
would say to him, “See, your claims are 
good and right; but there is no man 
deputed by the .king to hear you.” 4 Ab'~ 
salom said moreover, “Oh that I were 
judge in the land 1 Then every man with 
a suit or cause might come to me, and I 
would give him justice.” 5 And whenever 
a man came near to do obeisance to him* 
he would put out his hand, and take 
hold of him, and kiss him. 6 Thus Ab¬ 
salom did to all of Israel who came to 
the king for judgment; so Ab'salom 
stole the hearts of the men of Israel. 

7 And at the end of four 7 years Ab'¬ 
salom said to the king, “Pray let me go 
and pay my vow, which X have vowed 
to the Lord, in Hebron. 8 For your 
servant vowed a vow while I dwelt at 
Geshur in Aram, saying, "If the Lord 
will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, 
then I will offer worship to the Lord.* ” 

9 The king said to him, “Go in peace.” 
So he arose, and went to Hebron. 

10 But Ab’salom sent secret messengers 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, say¬ 
ing, “As soon as you hear the sound of 
the trumpet, then say, * Ab'salom is king 
at Hebron!’” H With Ab'salom went 
two hundred men from Jerusalem who 
were invited guests, and they went in 
their simplicity, and knew nothing. 
12 And while Ab'salom was offering the 
sacrifices, he sent for* Ahith’ophel the 
Gi'Ionite, David’s counsellor, from his 
city Giloh. And the conspiracy grew 
strong, and the people with Ab'salom 
kept increasing. 

13 And a messenger came to David, 
saying, “The hearts of the men of 
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Israel h:we s;'Mie after Ab'saJom.” 
,4 Then David said to al: bis servants 
who were V’Uh him at Jerusalem, 
'•"An:. 1 ;, arjrl let us 'tee:; or Lse r.;ve r e will 
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,e priest, “LoG:,'' go back to the city 
peace, you a ad Abiiuhav," with your 
i’o sous, Ahim'a-az your son, and 
inatJeui 1 h< soo of Abi’athar. 28 Set, I 


ip }y-,te, lest he overtake us QuicUl v, and 
bring down evil upon ns, and smite the 
cite with the edge of the sword. 1 ' i? And 
ihc kbit’s servants said *o the kin..;, 
’"'8e0;vki, your servant:-, are ready to tlo 
wpa'.e-’cr mv lead the ban;-, deciles.” 

' 1 S., the long went s, and all his 
b uisckoic! after mm. And the king led 
ten concubines to keep ;ne house. ' 'And 
orth, 

alt- 

Jhis hr' 

him; and aJl the Chcv'chums, an ft aM 
t’nc b'eld’thite.s, and all Pie six hundred 
Gi:bm:> who hau -followed him from 
■■J-vdu passed na before du: kins. 

]\i Then the kmc said to it'rui the 
Girdie, “Why do you also go with us? 
Go bn ck, and stay with the king; fir y^u 
u»v a i'-.’iei*Tuer, and a-so an exile ;rom‘ 
your home. /0 Von came only yesterday, 
•in,l shall i today make you wander 


non! word comes Irom yc>u to mlorm 
me.*' do Zadok and Abi’athar carried 
the ark of God back to Jerusalem; and 
:iiv«' re.munt-d there. 

CP out David went up the ascent of 
Ave {Wurnt of Obves, weeping as he 
wo.i’., bateioot and wc.fi Ins head 
cohered; and n’i ,he people who were 
\v\fh him covered their heads, and they 
went no, weeping as They went. 31 And 
it was told David, “Ahich'ophel is 
ao ions’: the conspirators with Ab’- 
salom," .And David said, 41 0 Lord, I 
pray thee, turn the counsel of Abcth'- 
ophei into foolishness.” 

3d When 1 'avid came ro the siur-mt, 
whire Cod was worshipped, behold, 
Hushai lire Archite came to meet iurn 
V'.lih his coat ~ent r.tiu earth upon his 
head, "David said to hart. “Tt von ec- 
o.v with me, you w-U be o burden t- - me, 
-*■* hut if you r-.-raru to the cirv, and say 


about with us, seeing \ go 1 know not to Absalom, T will be your servant, O 
where:' Go back, and take your brethren king; as A have been your father’s serv- 
witb you; and may the Lord si\ow m ant in time past, so now \ will be your 
steadfast love and faithfulness to you A servant,' then vow will defeat for me the 
21 But. It'tai answered the kirn.;, "‘As the c._-ui\sd of Ahh’h'ophel, 3:, Are not: 
Loro lives, and as my lord the king Znbok and Abl'athar the priests with 
lives, wherever my lord the king shah' you there? So whatever you hear from 
be, whether for death or for life, there the king’s house, tell it to Zadok and 
also will your servant be.” ^And David Abi'athar the priests, 36 Behold, their 
said to Xc'fai, "‘Go Then, pass on. 5 " So two sons arc With thorn there, Ahim- 
It ?ai the Gitrite passed on, with ul! 1)1'-- a-r.z. Zadok’s son, and Jonathan, Abi'~ 
men and all the little ones who were a chav's son; and by them you shall send 
with him, 2 3 And ail the country wept to me everything you hear.™ 37 So 
aloud as .all the people passed by, and J-lushai, David's friend, came into The 
the king crossed the brook Kidron, and city, lust as Ab'salom was entering: 
all the people passed on toward the Jerusalem. 

wilderness, £L When David had passed a little 

24 And Abi'athar came up, and lo, AU beyond the summit, Ziba the 
Zadok came also, with all the Levites. servant of Mephib'osheth met him, 
bearing the ark of the covenant of God ; with a couple of asses saddled, bearing 
and they set down the ark of God, until two hundred loaves of bread, a hundred 
the people had all passed out of the city, bunches of raisins, a hundred of sum- 
25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry mer fruits, and a skin of wine. 2 And the 
the ark of God back into the city. If I king said to Ziba, “Why have you 
find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he brought these?” Ziba answered, “The 
will bring me back and let me see both asses are for the king’s household to 
it and his habitation ; 26 but if he says, ‘I ride on, the bread and summer fruit for 
have no pleasure in you, 5 behold, here X the young men to eat, and the wine for 
am, let him do to me what seems good those who faint in the wilderness to 
to him.” 27 The king also said to Zadok drink.” 3 And the king said, “And where 

* Gk Syr Vr: Hcb to m Gk: Hcb lacks may the Lord show n Gk; Heb Are you a seer or Do you see? 

° Cn: Heb lacks and Abiathar 
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is your master’s son?” Ziba said to the saiorn, “Long live the king! Long live 
king, “Behold, he remains in Jerusalem; the king!” 17 And Ab'salom said to 
for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel Rushan “Is this your loyalty to your 
will give me back the kingdom of my friend? Why did you not; go with your 
lather. 9 ” 4 Then the king said to Ziba, friend?” IH And Hushai said to Ab - 
“Behold, all that belonged to Mephib'- salom, “No; for whom the Lord and 
osheth is now yours.” And Ziba scud, “i this people and ail the men of Israel 
do obeisance; let me ever find favour m have chosen, his i will be, and with hint 
your sight, my lord the king.” I will remain. 10 And again, whom 

5 When King David came io Bahu - should X serve? Should it not. be his son? 
rim, there came out a .man of the family As X have served your father, so X will 
of the house of Saul, whose name was serve you.” 

Shim'e-i, the son of Gera; and as he 20 Then Absalom said to Ahith'- 
came he cursed continually. *Aud he ophel, “Give your counsel: whnr shall 
threw stones at David, and at all the we do?” 21 Ahith ophei said to Ab kalorn, 
servants of King David; and all the “Go in to your father’s concubmcs, 
people and all the mighty men were on whom he has left ft> keep the house; and 
his right hand and on his left. 7 And all Israel will hear that you have made 
Shim'e-i said as he cursed, “Begone, yourself odious to your father, and the 
begone, you man of blood, you worth- hands of all who are with you will be 
less fellow! 3 The Lord has avenged strengthened." 22 So they pitched a tent 
upon you all the blood of the house of for Ab'salom upon the roof; and Ah'*. 
Saul, in whose place you have reigned; salom went in to his fathers concubines 
and tire Lord has given the kingdom in the sight of all Israel. : -LNow in those 
into the hand of your son Ab'salom. days the counsel which Ahith oohri. 
See, your ruin is on you; for you are a gave was as if one consulted the oracle" 
man of blood." of God: so was ail the counsel of Ahith'- 

9 Then Abi'shai the son of Zeru'iah ophel esteemed, both by David and by 
said to the king, “Why should this dead Ab salom. 

dog curse my lord the king? Let me go *$ Moreover AhftVophet said to 
over and lake off his head.” 10 But the X / Ab'salom, “Let me choose twelve 
king said, “'What have X to do with you, thousand men, and I wjii set out and 
you sons of Zeru'iah? If he is cursing pursue David tonight. 2 I wall come 
because the Lord has said to him, upon him while he is weary and dis¬ 
burse David,’ who then shall say, couraged, and throw him into a panic; 
‘Why have you done so? 5 ” 1 l And David and all the people who are with him will 
said to Abi'shai and to all his servants. Dee, I will strike down the king only, 
“Behold, my own son seeks my lile; 3 and 1 will bring all the people back to 
how much more now may this Ben- you as a bride comes home to her hus- 
jaminite! Let him alone, and let him band. You seek lhe life of only one 
curse; for the Lord has bidden him. man/ and all the people will be at 
12 It may be that the Lord will look peace.” 4 And the advice pleased Ab'- 
upon my affliction,and that the Lord salom and all the elders of Israel, 
will repay me with good for this cursing 5 Then Ab'salom said, “Cali Hushai 
of me today.” 13 So David and his men the Archite also, and let us hear what he 
went on the road, while Shim'e-i went has to say.” kAnd when Hushai came 
along on the hillside opposite him and to Ab'salom, Ab'salom said to him, 
cursed as he went, and threw stones at “Thus has Ahith'ophel spoken; shall 
him and flung dust. 14 And the king, and we do as he advises? If not, you speak.” 
all the people who were with him, ar- 7 Then Hushai said to Ab'salom, “This 
rived weary at the Jordan;® and there time the counsel which Ahith'ophel has 
he refreshed himself. given is not good.” 3 Hushai said 

15 Now Ab'salom and all the people, moreover, “You know that your father 
the men of Israel, came to Jerusalem, and his men are mighty men, and that 
and Ahith'ophel with him. 16 And when they are enraged, like a bear robbed of 
Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, her cubs in the field. Besides, your 
came to Ab'salom, Hushai said to Ab'- father is expert in war; he will not spend 

P Gk Vg: Heb iniquity V Gk: Hcb lacks at the Jordan r Heb word 
9 Gk: Heb like the return of the whole (is) the man when, you seek 
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the night with the people. l; Behold, and Jonathan?'” And the woman said to 
even ru>w he has hidden Imii.scif in one them, “They have pone over the 
fA the pits, or in some other place. And brook" of water.” And when they had 
when some of flic people fr.b f ai the sought and could nor find them, they 
first attack, whoever hears it whs say, returned to Jerusalem. 

*'l here has been a slaughter am.oas; die 21 Alter they had pone, die men came 
people who follow Absalom/ IC Yuen up out of the well, and went and told 
ci an the valiant man, whose heart is King David. They said to David, 
uK.r me heart of a iiovt, u .It utterly mGr “Arise, and go quickly over the water; 
we;'- fear; tor ail Israel knows char vou.c for thus and so has Ahithbphel emm- 
f ris a mighty .man, and licit ihosc scLVvl against you.” 22 Then Dm id 
woo are wuh him a'\: valiant men. aro. e, raid all the people who were with 
b But my counsel *s tu.n all Israel be him, and they crossed the Jordan; by 
pain-red to you, fio«u Dan to Beer- d::\ break not one was left who had not 
sii-. b.,., as die ;;:uid by the son for Hiulii- crossed the Jordan. 

Pale, and that you go to battle hi per- 2d When Au’nh'ophci saw that his 
S’.-n, — So vc shall coine upon him in counsel was not followed, he. saddled 
vwne pi:tce where he to be found, end his aand went off home to his own 
s-v .dull light upon him as the dew falls city. And he set his house in order, and 
O’i tin. ground; and of ham and ail the hanged himself: and Lc died, and was 

n. wi with him not otic will be left, ‘ ■' .1 f bn lied in the tomb of his father. 

he w Mhdinvvr into city, then ail Israel 21 Then David came to Mahana'im. 
v in bring u pcs to that city, and vve siedl And Ab'saioni crossed the Jordan v. ;th 
.bac ,<r htro the valley, ccJic not e.cn a oh the men of Israel. 23 Mow Ab'scJum 

o. ’Piuc is to be Isfimu there.” HAud had sd Are aba mvr the army instead 
Ah '-a I on*, and all die men of Israel of JwV.b. Amr.Vi was the soa of a -i;t 

i, "The counsel of KiimCi the ru,mini Ukot the TshWiav-ie/' who had 
Tclhre l.i better £h.u» the counsel of married Ab ige.I the daughter of Na- 
Aidinbpiiui.” Dor the T.okp h.d or- hash, sister of Zerir'iah, Jo rr-arher. 
d:.*n :d dcivat the. cool compel of - f '-\ud Israel ami Abb afar a eocempce in 
A ! i.h'pphJ, so th.it the Lwo> m.ght Lb- la.id of Gilead, 
brim: evu upon Ab hakim. 27 Then David came to Malvina'bra, 

I‘* Then Husiitii *.ud to Z.sdok and >;v>bi the son of Nahash from Kabbah 
Abinthar die pticsts, "‘Thus e.nd so of the Ammonites, r.rui Atachir the 
did AhoVophcl counsel Ab salom and son o f Am’m«d from Lo debar, and 
due ciders of Israel; and thus and so Bar/.il'lai the Gileadite from Ro'gc-lim, 
have 17 coup:, dloh ^Nu’.v dve-'cforeac'.ul 2 * brought bods, basins, and earthen 
oyoekly and tell David, ‘Do not ledgo vessels, wheat, barley, meal, parched 
ton.Git at the fords of the wilderness, groin, beans and lentils,' 1 ' 2q honey and 
bur hy all means pass over; lest the king curds and sheep and cheese from the 
and all the people who are with him be heui, for David and -he people with 
swallowed up/ ” 1 [Now Jonathan and him To cat; for they said, “The people 
A'lLv/a-ac wove waiting at lln-ro'gei; a are hungry and weary and thirsty in the 
maidservant used to go and tell them, wilderness.’* 

raid they would go and tell King David; 12 O Then David mustered the men 
lot they must not be seen entering the JLO who were with him, and set 
cuy. is But a lad saw them, and told over them commanders of thousands 
Ab salom; so both of them went away and commanders of hundreds. 2 And 
quickly, and came to the house of a man David sent forth the army, one thud 
at Ba.hu'rim, who had a well in his under the command of Jo'ab, one third 
courtyard; and they went down into it, under flic command of Abi'shai the son 
lsl And the woman took and spread a of Zeru'iah, Jo'ab’s brother, and one 
covering over the well’s mouth, and third under the command of U'tai the 
scattered grain upon it; and nothing Ginire. And the king said to the men, 
was known of it. ^ When Ab'salom’s “I myself will also go out with you.” 
servants came to the woman at the 3 But the men said, “You shall not go 
house, they said, “Where are Ahim'a-az out. For if we flee, they will not care 

* Or when he fails upon them " Tlio meaning of iln- Hebrew word is uncertain 
’ 1 Clnivn 2 17: Hcb Israelite t{ Hob l.nnh ami part fud gram 
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about us. If half of us die, they will not 16 Then Jo'ab blew the trumpet, and 
care about us. But you are worth ten the troops came back from pursuing 
thousand of us;- r therefore it is better Israel; for Jo'ab restrained them. ' 7 And 
that you send us help from the city. 5 * they took Ab'salom, and threw him into 
4 The king said to them, “Whatever a great pit in the forest, and raised over 
seems best to you I will do."* So the king him a very great heap of stones; and all 
stood at the side of the gate, while all Israel fled every one to his own home, 
the army marched out by hundreds and 18 Now Ab'salom in his lifetime had 
by thousands. 5 And the king ordered taken and set up for himself the pillar 
Jo'ab and Abi'shai and It'tai, “Deal which is in the King's Valley, for he 
gently for my sake with the young man said, “I have no son to keep my name in 
Ab'salom.'’* And all the people heard remembrance'*; he called the pillar 
when the king gave orders to all the after his own name, and it is called Ab'- 
commanders about Ab'salom. salom’s monument to this day. 

6 So the army went out into the held 19 Then said Ahim'a-az the son of 
against Israel; and the battle was fought Zadok, “'Let me run, and carry tidings 
in the forest of E'phraim. 7 And the men. to the king that the Lord has delivered 
of Israel were defeated there by the him from the power of his enemies.’* 
servants of David, and the slaughter 20 And. Jo'ab said to him, “You are not 
there was great on that day, twenty to carry tidings today; you may carry 
thousand men. 8 The battle .spread over tidings another day, but today you, shall 
the face of all the country: and the forest carry no tidings, because the king’s son 
devoured more people that day than the is dead.** 21 Then Jo'ab said to the 
sword. Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you 

9 And Ab'salom chanced to meet the have seen.” The Cushite bowed before 
servants of David. Ab'salom was riding Jo'ab, and ran. 22 Then Ahim'a-az the 
upon his mule, and the mule went under son of Zadok said again to Jo'ab, 
the thick branches of a great oak, and “Come what may, let me also run after 
his head caught fast in the oak, and he the Cushite.” And jo'ab said, “Why 
was left hangings between heaven and will you run, my son, seeing that you 
earth, while the mule that was under will have no reward for the tidings?* 1 
him went on. 10 And a certain man saw 23 “Come what may,” he said, "I will 
it, and told Jo'ab, “Behold, I saw Ab'- run.” So he said to him, “Run/* Then 
salom hanging in an oak/* 11 Jo'ab said Ahim’a-az ran by the way of the plain, 
to the man who told him, “What, you and outran the Cushite, 
saw him l Why then did you not strike 24 Now David was sitting between 
him there to the ground? I would have the two grates; and the watchman went 
been glad to give you ten pieces of silver up to the roof of the gate by the wall, 
and a girdle/’ 12 But the man said to and when he lifted up his eyes and 
Jo'ab, r ‘Even if I felt in my hand the looked, he saw a man running alone, 
weight of a thousand pieces of silver, I 25 And the watchman called out and told 
would not put forth my hand against the the king. And the king said, “If he is 
king*s son; for in our hearing the king alone, there are tidings in his mouth/’ 
commanded you and Abi'shai and It'tai, And he came apace, and drew near. 
‘.For my sake protect the young man 26 And the watchman saw another man 
Ab'salom/ 13 On the other hand, if I running; and the watchman called to 
had dealt treacherously against his life z the gate and said, “See, another man 
(and there is nothing hidden from the running alone!” The king said, “He 
king), then you yourself would have also brings tidings/’ 27 And the watch- 
stood aloof.” 14 Jo'ab said, “I will not man said, “I think the running of the 
waste time like this with you.” And he foremost is like the running of Ahim'- 
took three darts in his hand, and thrust a-az the son of Zadok.” And the king 
them into the heart of Ab'salom, while said, “He is a good man, and comes with 
he was still alive in the oak. 15 And ten good tidings.*’ 

young men, Jo'ab’s armour-bearers, 28 Then Ahim'a-az cried out to the 
surrounded Ab'salom and struck him, king, “All is well.” And he bowed be- 
and killed him. fore the king with his face to the earth, 

* Ci!< Vg Symmachus: Heb for now there are ten thousand such as v Gk Syr Tg: Heb was put 

1 Another reading is at the riik of my life 



Dart's return 287 2 SAMUEL W 


and sand, “blessed be the Lour- you-- 
Guo, who bus delivered no ih>- ?in; 
who roTsed thew hand -igainsi' my lord 
the king.” ~ v And die kun; said, ‘ T s u 
web with :':»r y uauz moo Ato'suUa'M' 
A hi ro .i-ac a ,, .sv»t j,, e.'. "\’d hen JTan sou 
your servwmT 'i sow -? rre:?: umuih. tv;* 

7 i.ic- not know what it was.” - V, Y\. >■ ; rhe 
king .-.a.’.!, t ‘ aside, avid si on ! o wed’ 

iSo he 'uroe.i •.vide, and stood stilt. 

d i And behold, trv Cushite . 

and the Cusfute said, “Good tvjrvg:; to» 
tjt. iotJ the king! For the X-Oso hay 
<■>.•! u .--red you this div troiu the ~ovvi' i*: 

v ho rose no 'VT-.unst vou." To. 
ki:<•-■ said to *ho Gushke, “is it wT wiT 
the w»nng rnin Absalom?” And the 
Cushite answered, “■May rhe enewnes c■' 
my U-nrl the king. and ai! who d.-w ur 
awoi-u von f ov eviL b-e like That voon,., 
.men.” -dt'Apd me idr-y was do. p*\ 
moved, and went op i:> the cumber 
*.>ver t'( e gate, and went ■, and no he \* ,:nt, 
h: said, “O rev son Ah'saiom, m u sou, 
mv sou. Ab's-.dom1 Yv ould i had dwd 
imie-u:. oV y-.,.,u V> AbV.dom, nvy son, 
nr sesa! 7 ' 


the evil rhe.’ has come upon you from 
your yo’i.h ;ir<d- w >wT " i'heu t»te hint 
a«‘ . ;;nu : nk n sea. in the y;t'e. And 

ds. p-*opL were a 1 ! nlci, “ behoh.k, the 
kve.;>; is v.od-n-:* in doe ■ and ail the. 

pe.'-e? name b 'lore the kino 

M-,v (srie: nod hen evvpv man to bis 
o\v" hoc:;-?. v Av*ci a;i the people w-ve or 
sir :o »hopt ai- the tribes o» cm eh 

savio.tn '"The kr«g debvei• •-.! us from. *he 
hai.'d. v‘ our e- wooes, and saved us inven 
1b.' v n* - ; -M ibe *:’uihsfincs: and rv-w he 
has vied. mu of the 'ana trorn AbY.dum, 
J,! Gut AhTd.mv whom we anointed 
ovt i us. h; bat dr. No* .'hzret-M 

wii 1 / do you s?y nothi’iy sbeut hniudiye 
the kino bach** 

1 s And .iviny Da' f id sen; this message 
to 7,aduk td Adhathas The rrie;.t>. 
‘ d.»v rhe ciders of Judah, “F 'v>' 
sboidci >ou be me last ro oring the kmy 
hack ’O his house, when l\ v word o: :.d 1 
T.-vei ha< come To die kung?-*' li Y^v, 
?rv my kinsmen, you are my bone a ml 
m> hesh; why then shooul you be •‘be 
leu-' - t*'' brine, back the Lk\A’ L Vvnd s.o, 
to Am a'sc, "Arc wm nor rny bon; and 


•ii ?Q\ It was void Jo'ab, “PehoUh the 

A.M king is anering and mourn rig foe 
Ab'salom.' - ' 2 So the victory that d.:w wave- 
tutnevi into mourmtu tor rdl tin- neonic , 
fo: the peonk heard that clay, “'’•‘bn 
king is grievinc for his son.'*’ -'And the 
people stoic into the city that day us 
people steal in who are ashamed when, 
they flee in battle, 4 The long covered 
bis bice, and the king cried with a loud 
voice, “O mv son Ab salom, O Ab'- 
sulonp my son, my son!" 5 Then jo lb 
came into the house to the king, and 
said, '"You have today covered with 
shame the faces of all your servants, 
who have this day saved your lde 3 and 
the lives of your sons and your daugh¬ 
ters, and the lives of your wives and 
your concubines, (1 because vou love 
those who hate you and hate those who 
love you. For you have made it clear to¬ 
day that commanders and sen/ants arc 
nothing to you; for today I perceive 
that if Ah'salom were ahve and all of us 
were dead today, then you wouid be 
pleased. 7 Now therefore arise, go out. 
and speak kindly to your servants; for l 
swear by the Lord, if you do not go, 
not a man will stay with you this night; 
and this will be worse for you than all 

J fbb the king’s servants your servant c Cb 19.1 ill Ileb 
Cn: Heb the forJ crossed 


nv tier-v.' do so to ru.;’. and more, 
aU'O, d vot! arc not commanucr o r on 
a may hence k> rib in place of Jo'.-.b ‘ 7 
l ’Aud ho swayed the heart of all the men 
of Judah as one man; so dvjf tb.ev sent 
w-w-.l To the king, ^Return, both you 
and all your servants." So The kirig 
cap, k: back the .Jordan; and Judah 
came to GiTT to nurtr; -he king and to 
bring tb.c Vuig over the joruan. 

IP .And Sum'e-i the son of Gera, the 
Beniajniu.lte, from Fahu'rim, made 
hnsie to come down with the men of 
Judah to meet King If avid 17 y,nd with 
him were a thousand men from Ben¬ 
jamin, And Zina the servant of the 
house of Saul, with, his fifteen sons and 
his twenty servants, rushed down to the 
Jordan before the king, 18 and they 
crossed the ford® to bring over the 
king's household, and to do his pleasure. 
And Shim'e-i the son of Gera fell down 
before the king, as he was about to 
cross the Jordan, 19 and said to the 
king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty 
or remember how your servant did 
wrong on the day my lord the king left 
Jerusalem; let not the king bear it in 
mind. 20 For your servant knows that I 
have sinned; therefore, behold, I have 

ri Gk: Heb to the king , to his house 




2 ;£ Sfiwiei is i\:rjont'd 

Jerusalem? 55 I am this day eighty years 
old; can 1 discern what is pleasant and 
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come this day, the fast of all the bouse 
oi Josepn to come down to meet my 
lord the king.” - 1 Aofihri the son of 
Zeru'iah answered, “idutil not M\im'e~i 
be put fo death for this, because he 
cursed the Loki-V. anoimco:' 3 22 But 
A'"avid said, “What have 1 to do with 
von, you sons of Zero rah, that you 
should this day be as an adversary to 
.me? Shall any one be pur to ocath in 
Israel this day? For do J. Pol know that 

3 arn this day fcrti.a over h;rue>?” -'And 
the king said to sbim'e-s, “You shuU 
not die. 1 * And the king gave him his 
oath. 

24 And Mephib'osheth the son of 
Saul came down to meet the king; ht 
had neither dressed his feev, nor 
trimmed his beard, nor washed his 
clothes, from the day the king.departed 
until the day he came^ back in sal cry. 
-And when he came from 1 " Jerusalem 
to meet die king, the king said to him, 
"‘Why did you not go with me, Mephib'- 
osheth?” 20 He answered, “My lord, O 
king, my servant deceived me; for your 
servant said to him, 'Saddle an ass for 
me,s' that 1 may ride upon it and go 
with the king. 5 For your servant is 
lame. 27 He has slandered your servant 
to my lord the king, but my lord the 
king is like the angel of God; do there¬ 
fore what seems good to you. 2X For ail 
my father’s house were but men 
doomed to death before my lord the 
king; but you set your servant :*mong 
those who eat at your table. What fur¬ 
ther right have I, then, to cry to the 
king?” 29 And the king said to him, 
“Why speak any more of your affairs? 1 
have decided: you and Ziba shall divide 
the land.” 30 And Mcphib'oshelh said 
to the king, “Oh, let him take it all, 
since my lord the king has come safely 
home.” 

31 Now Barzil'lai the Gileadite had 
come down from Ro'gelim; and he 
went on with the king to the Jordan, to 
escort him over the Jordan. 32 Barai lai 
was a very aged man, eighty years old; 
and he had provided the king with food 
while he stayed at Mahana'im; for he 
was a very wealthy man, 33 And the king 
said to Barziriai, “Come over with me, 
and I will provide for you with me in 
Jerusalem.’* 34 But Barzil'lai said to the 
king, “How many years have I still to 
live, that I should go up with the king to 

f Hub to 


what is not? Can your servant taste what: 
he ecus or what he drinks? Can .« still 
fisien to the voice of singing men and 
singing women? Why then should your 
servant be an added burden to my lord 
the king? 3n 'four servant will go a little 
way over the Jordan with the long. Why 
should the king recompense me with 
such a reward? 37 jfrav let vour servant 
return, that J may die in my own city, 
near the grave of my father and mv 
mother. Bui here is your servant Cbim- 
bam; let him go over with my lord the 
king: and do for !um whatever seems 
good to you.” 3K And the king answered, 
“CMmhara shall go over with me, and I 
will do for him whatever seems good to 
you; and all that you desire of me 1 will 
do for you.” 39 1 hen all the people went 
over the Jordan, and the king went 
over; arid the king kissed Barzii'J&i and 
blessed him, and he re Turned to his own 
home. 40 The king '.vent on fo Gilgnl, 
and Chimham went on with him; all the 
people ef Judah, and also half the people 
of Israel, brought the king on his way. 

41 Then all the men of Israel came 
to the king, and said to the king, 4 ‘Why 
have our brethren the men of Judah 
stolen you away, and brought the king 
and his household over the Jordan, and 
all David’s men with him?” 42 A11 the 
men of Judah answered the men of 
Israel, “Because the king is near of kin 
to us. Why then are you angry over this 
matter? Have we eaten at all at the 
king 's expense? Or has he given us any 
gift?” 43 And the men of Israel answered 
the men of Judah, “We have ten shares 
in the king, and in David also we have 
more than you. Why then did you 
despise us? Were we not the first to 
speak of bringing back our king?” But 
the words of the men of Judah were 
fiercer than the words of the men of 
Israel. 

Now there happened to be there 
a worthless fellow, whose name 
was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Ben- 
jaminite; and he blew the trumpet, and 
said, 

“We have no portion in David, 

and we have no inheritance in the 

son of Jesse; 

every man to his tents, O Israel!” 
2 So all the men of Israel withdrew 


9 Gk Syr Vg: Hcb said } I will saddle an ass ft r myself 
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Avrn I kyku srol followed Sheba the 
son of Kichri: but tin men oi JivA.h 
1 ; lowed their kg ste,. „il \st iy iron* the 
Jouiun to ,)r.rr.r/..’t-vu 

3 And David came fo hi?) bouse ;:t 
Jcnirdem; and ;he kin?; took the ;cn 
concubines whom be had Vie to cove, 
o-r die bouse, ana pur them in a Louse 
under ffuavo, and piwjacd Tor d.cit.. 
bov did not gc? in to them. So they wore 
sunt up wnl! *i,e bey of their death, 
living as if in wiriowhr.od. 

•! Thru tnc king said to Am are- 
'k?,; U the rnen oi Judr.h Vo deliver to me 
<*, him three vryr, :e»' ; l:e here vour- 
:■ h’." r ' So An.., :‘.a wer.i u* summon 
'.nnu-.: but be . -mayed beyond the :•-« 
time which had been appointed him. 

• -aid Devki said to r. b-'shai. “Now 
S:~i ! ■.: the sot: of ' febr' veiU do- us mure 
harm than Ab <alouii; Kike >our kru’s 
: i -vj-ots and r.r:-n_ him, lest ho i,a. 

I _ i ascii’ iorfihed cibt .v, ,jiu cause ur. 

L oi-.Me.” ft 7 And chore vt.ni out after 
.*•.!■», shed, VoA.b'’ and the Cher Cihitc;; 
and the FtTediiTcs, and aU the mighty 
rmn; they w t -in out Lvm J or use's cm to 
cm sue Sheba the son oi Uichri .A When 
\Ny were at the great some which w. in 
Cil.com Amn'sa came to meet them. 
Now Jo ah was: wearing; a M-lbicr':; 
panricut, arid over it was a girdle with 
a ‘'Word in its sheath fastened upon iiis 
loins, and as he went forward it fell 
out. l! And Jo'ab said to Arafpc^ “Is it 
well with vou, my brother r“ And Jo'ab 
took Ama'sa by ii\c beard with his rip hi. 
h: iid to kiss him, h) Bur Ama'sa did not 
observe the sword whibh was in Jo'ab's 
hand; so Jo'ab struck him with it in the 
body, and shed hir. bowels to the 
ground, without striking a second blow; 
and he died. 

Then Jo'ab and Abi'shai Iris brother 
pursued Sheba the son of Eicliri. 11 And 
one of Jo'ab’s men took his stand by 
Ama'sa, and said, “Whoever favours 
Jo'ab, and whoever is for David, let 
him follow Jo'ab.” 12 And Ama'sa lay 
wallowing in his blood in the high¬ 
way. And any one who came by, seeing 
him, stopped and when the man saw 
that all the people stopped, he carried 
Ama'sa out of the highway into the 
field, and threw a garment over him. 
13 When he was taken out of the 

j r J 8 - tlcb snatch away ow eyes ' Cn Compare Gk: I 
3 T Ills clause is transposed from the end of the verse 
20.23.a6; 2 Sam 8.15-1H; 1 Chron 18.14-17. 


highway, all the. pcon'ie nont on af¬ 
ter Jo'ab to puisne ohtfca rhe son of 
Bichr j. 

PI And She b;- pursed i Dough all the 
tribes of 1: -.‘.is .\ u> Abv> of Uvili-tm'- 
ucahand n-i d>, ; Tuchr'u-P assembled, 
and Jobowcd him. in, K - -md all the men 
who were with jo r-.b came rate’ besieged 
hitu in Abel of }k-.tVu*rj rcc.h; they cast 
Vi pa mound a»y.unM »'hc city, and it stood 
against the va'i-iXivi: ;;r;< d-cy were 
haueriog the wd-. <o to.-on* A down. 

^ Then a wine " r u:v;:n e.Ttd from the 
city, “Hear! he: I ‘Vcls Jo'ab. 'Come 
Vic rc vnat J vr:w ‘.ptuk you. 17 And 
he cr-u-.c per 1 ' h( U'e V'-man said, 

“Arc wo Jo'ab-' ; : tv r.rs>vMf 3, "A c/n.” 
T ticii site a:cd tj h'tr, '".l-isceil to trie 
vouids ofyoi-.j iv-O'dscrv'.r.nr. ‘ And he r-n- 
i-sure'. ‘b s>■:.'«c.ninf.” ^ "t hen slie; 
said, “'ihty 'ui: g-‘ul .a scy m old 
tiiue, A.er thc*r» bu> courrcl at 

Ai.be”: und so mt; scuAd j ntetter. 19 I 
art *-ne of ifoss who cue ncaccabie and 
f.ihliUil ui you sv.e’' destroy a 

city which a •ru.ubcv in A;;ib; why 
vvul you swidk .v up the V-t-.-tag.' of the 
LoitP:” jo cb ..v-tiwucv. "Pur be it 
bo n. me, ihr be :v, mat 1 should swallow 
up or destroy 1 Thai is not -roe. but a 
man iif the i?ui fountr. of li'phraim, 
called >'hcb". I’.-e :a>n of ><icb.vi, has 
lifted up his liana against King David; 
give up him dent, and i wiii withdraw 
irora the city ” r.'.ui the v.-o.nan said to 
jo'ab, “behold, Vis head shall be thrown 
to >ou over the walk” "i hen the 
womari went -.u all the people in her 
\v-shorn. And vlit-v cut off the head of 
Sheba the son of Aicirri, and threw it 
out to Jo'ab. So he bhw the trumpet, 
and they dispersed from the dry, every 
man to his borne. And jo'ab returned to 
Jerusalem to the king. 

23 Now Jo'ab was in command of all 
the army of Israel; and Bend ah the son 
of jehoi'ada was in command of the 
Cher'el hires and the Pel'ei bites; 24 and 
Ado ram was in charge of the forced 
labour; and Jehosh'aphat the son of 
Ahi'luo. was the recorder; 25 and Sheva 
was secretary ; and Zadok and Abi'athar 
were priests; 20 and Irs the Ja'irite was 
also David’s priest. 

Now there was a famine in the 
days of David for three years, 

icb afi ,. him loab's men 

k Wiih 20.15: Heb and Rcth-maacah * Reb Rentes 
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year after year; and David sought the 
face of the Lord. And the Lord said, 
“'{'here is Moouiy,;« Ir «-n Sml and on bis 
house, because ire out the GibAvoit 
to death,''’ 2 So the lor.c celled the 
Gib'eonites.™ No‘v the GihVonites 
were not of the people of Lrav!, but 01 
the remnant of the /Vnoritvs, although 
the oeople of lsr?e« had sworn to span- 
them, Saul had sought to stay them in 
his zeal for the people of Israel and 
Judah. BAnri David said to the Gib'- 
eonites, “What shall ) do for yon.? And 
how shall I make cMiiation/that you 
may bless the henttge of due Lord?” 
4 The Gib'conites said to hin, “u is 
not a matter of silver or gold between 
us and Saul or lus house; neither is it for 
us to out any man ro death, in Israel.” 
And he said. “Whr.t do vou ivy that t 
shall do for you.:”" ^ They suk! to the 
king, “The man who consumed us and 
planned to destroy u... so that we should 
have no place in ah rhe territory of 
Israel, 6 let seven *»f his s^ns he given 
to vs, so that we may banc them up 
before the Loko at Gibton tin roc 
mountain of the Lord.”" And the king 
■said, “I will give them.’’ 

7 But the king snared Mephii t'osheth, 
the son of Saul’s son Jonathan, because 
of the oath of the i .old which was be¬ 
tween them, between David and Jona¬ 
than the son of Saul. y The king took the 
two sons of Rizpah the daughter of 
Ai'ah, whom she bore to Saul, Armo'r.i 
and Mephib'oshcth; and the five son. 1 
of Merab" the daughter of Saul, whom 
she bore to A'dri-ei the son of Bardl'ku 
the Mcho'lathite; ‘Livid he gave Them 
into the hands of the Gib'eonites, and 
they hanged them on the mountain be¬ 
fore the Lord, and the seven of them 
perished together. Thev were put to 
death in the first days of harvest, at the 
beginning of barley harvest. 

10 Then Rizpah the daughter of 
Ai’ah took sackcloth, and spread it for 
herself on the rock, from the beginning 
of harvest until rain fell upon them 
from the heavens; and she did not allow 
the birds of the air to come upon them 
by day, or the beasts of the field by 
night. 11 When David was told what 
Rizpah the daughter of Ai'ah, the con¬ 
cubine of Saul, had done, David 


went and to. T die bones of Saul and the 
bones of nis son Jonathan from the men. 
of Ja'besh- gil'e.id, who had stolen them 
from ;he public actuate of Leth-shciv 
where the Philistines had hanged them, 
on the day thu Philistines killed Said nn 
Gilbo'a; ^ and he brought up in 
There the bones of Saul and the hones ox 
h'S sou Jonathan; and they gadacred the 
bones of those who were hanged. ! TV.k; 
they hunevl the bones of Said and bis 
son Jonathan in the land of Beniamin in 
7,da, in the' tomb of Kir. h. his father; and 
they did. all That the king commanded. 
And a her Tar God heeded supplica¬ 
tions tor the land, 

3 5 The Ph Jiybrtes had war ag; in. 
with Israel, and David went down' to¬ 
gether with hir- servants, and thev 
fought against the DlilIBed; anu 
David mte’-v v/nacy 1f, And DhTt-hT-- 
nob.. one of the descendants v f the 
fjao.ts, wVsc speav weighed three hen- 
dyed shekels of bronze, and who vv,.-n 
:gitd>d wit!., a rrt sword, thought to 
kill David. 17 Tut AbiVnui die sun oi 
Geru'iah came to hie aid, and attacked 
the Philistine and killed him. Then 
David’s men. ad hired him, “You shall 
o.o more go out with, u:; to horde, lest 
you quench the lamp ot Israel.” 

18 After this there was again war with 
the Philistines at Gob; then Sib'beoai 
the Hu'shathite slew $aph, who was one 
of the descendants of the giants. * iJ And 
there was again war with the Philistines 
at Gv.:b; and filha'nan the son of ja'~ 
areor'egim, the BcthlcUemite, slew 
Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose 
spear was like a weaver’s beam. : " ) And 
there was again war at Gath, where 
there was a man of grut stature, who 
had six lingers on each hand, and si>: 
toes on each foot, twenty-four in num¬ 
ber; and he also was descended from the 
giants. 21 And when he taunted Israel, 
Jonathan the son of Shim'e-i, David’s 
brother, slew him. 22 These four were 
descended from the giants in Garb; and 
they fell by the hand of David and by 
the hand of his servants. 

And David spoke to the Lord 
the words of this song on the 
day when the Lord delivered him from 
the hand of all his enemies, and from 
the hand of Saul. 2 He said 9 


J” lli’twAc Gibeoniie t and said tn them 

„ G 1 Compare Ok and 21.‘u Heb at Gibeah of Saul, the chnum of the Lord 
I wo Hebrew Mss Gk: Heb Mtchal 21.18-22: 1 Ohron 20.4-8. 



David's song of deliverance 291 2 SAMUEL 22 

“The Lord is my rock, and my for- at the blast of the breath of his 
tress, and my deliverer, nostrils. 

$ myP God, my rock, in whom I take 


refuge, 

sny shield and the horn of my salva¬ 
tion, 

my stronghold and my refuge, 
my saviour.; thou savest me from 
violence. 

4 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy 
to be praised, 

and I am saved from my enemies. 

3 “For the waves of death encom¬ 
passed me, 

die torrents of perdition assailed 
me; 

the cords of Sheol entangled me, 
the snares of death confronted me. 

*“ln my distress 1 called upon the 
Lord ; 

to my God I called. 

From his temple he heard my voice, 
and my cry came to Iris cars. 

& “Then the earth reeled and rocked.; 
the foundations of the heavens 
trembled 

and quaked, because he was 

angry. 

® Smoke went up from his nostrils, 
and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from 
him. 

10 He bowed the heavens, and came 
down: 

thick darkness was under his feet. 

n He rode on a cherub, and flew; 

he was seen upon the wings of the 
wind. 

32 He made darkness around him 

his canopy, thick clouds, a gather¬ 
ing of water. 

13 Out of the brightness before him 
coals of fire flamed forth. 

M The Lord thundered from heaven, 
and the Most High uttered his 
voice. 

35 And he sent out arrows, and scat¬ 
tered them; 

lightning, and routed them. 

16 Then the channels of the sea were 
seen, 

the foundations of the world were 
laid bare, 

at the rebuke of the Lord, 


17 “He reached from on high, he took 
me, 

he drew me out of many waters. 

38 He delivered me from my strong 

enemy, 

from those who hated me; 
for they were too mighty for me. 

39 They came upon me in live day of my 

calamity; 

but the Lord was my stay. 

He brought me forth into a broad 
place; 

he delivered me, because he de¬ 
lighted in me. 

Si “The Lord rewarded me according 
to my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my 
hands he recompensed me. 

22 For X have kept the ways of the 

Lord, 

and have not wickedly departed 
from my God. 

23 For all his ordinances were before 

me, 

and from his statutes I did not 
turn aside. 

24 I was blameless before him, 

and I kept myself from guilt. 

25 Therefore the Lord has recompensed 

me according to my righteous¬ 
ness. 

according to my cleanness in his 
sight. 

2<5 “With the loyal thou dost show 
thyself loyal; 

with the blameless man thou dost 
show thyself blameless; 

27 with the pure thou dost show thyself’ 

pure, 

and with the crooked thou dost 
show thyself perverse. 

28 Thou dost deliver a humble people, 

but thy eyes are upon the haughty 
to bring them down. 

29 Yea, thou art my lamp, O Lord, 

and my God lightens my darkness. 

30 Yea, by thee 1 can crush a troop, 

and by my God I can leap over a 
wall. 

31 This God—his way is perfect; 

tire promise of the Lord proves 
true; 


r Ok Ps 18.2: Heb lacks n 


22.2-51: Ps 18.2-50. 



2 SAMUEL 22 292 David's sow of deliverance 


he is a shield for i'll those who take 
refuge in bin*. 

32 u jp k >r who is God, but the Lord? 

And who is a rook, except out 
God? 

33 This God is my strong refuge, 

and has maJe r my* way safe. 

34 3 Ic made my 1, feet like hinds 5 

feet, 

and set me secure on the heights. 

35 He trains my hards for war, 

so that my arms can bend a bow oT 
bronze. 

36 Thou lust given nu the shield of diy 

salvation, 

and thy help* made me great. 

3? Thou didst give a wide piae». for my 
steps under me, 
anil my feet" did not slip; 

3 pursued my enemies and destroyed 
them, 

and did not turn back i;tuU they 
were consumed, 

l consumed them; 1 thrust them 
tluough, so that they cud nut 
rise; 

they fell under my fee*. 

40 For thou didst gird me with strength 

for the batdo; 

thou didst make my assailants sink 
under me. 

41 Thou didst make my enemies turn 

their backs to me, 
those who hated me, and I de¬ 
stroyed them. 

42 They looked, but there was none to 

save; 

they cried to the Lord, but he did 
not answer them. 

43 I bear them fine as the dust of trie 

earth, 

I crushed them and stamped them 
down like the mire of the streets. 

44 “Thou didst deliver me from strife 

with the peoples ; v 
thou didst keep me as the head of 
the nations; 

people whom I had not known 
served me. 

4 ' ; Foreigners came cringing to me; 

as soon as they heard of me, they 
obeyed me. 

46 Foreigners lost heart. 


and c.mve trembling"* out of their 
fastnesses. 

47 “Xbv l or;.' lives: end blessed be my 

and ced be my God, the rock 
of my salvation, 

48 the God who gave me vengeance 

and brouglv - ‘.eve peoples unde«- 
me, 

40 wive l :iought ran out from m> cue- 
rives; 

\vcsa;*ies, 

thou didst d'. ever ntv from men 
of violence. 

"j?ot this a will extol thee, O Lord., 
among the u uiLos, 
imd. :,i'.H; prek..^ dev it..:w\ 

Great triumphs ho gives '* in his king, 
and v..\ love no |u. 

'ntvd. 

To I-’avid, and iris descendants for 
ever.*' 

B Kow these ave the last words of 
f). vid: 

The •••cade of Lav id, the son of 
Jc >se, 

the oracle of the men who we-" 
raised Oil hi eh, 

the anointed of the God of Jacob, 
the sweet psalmist of Israel :* v 

2 “The Spirit of the Lord s peaks by 

his word is tnxm my tongue. 

3 The God of Israel has spoken, 

the Rock of Israel has said to me: 
When one rules justly over men, 
ruling in the fear of God, 

4 he dawns on them like the morning 
light, 

like the sun shining forth upon a 
cloudless morning, 
like rain 2 that makes grass to 
sprout from the earth. 
s Yea, does not my house stand so wis h 
God? 

For he has made with me an ever¬ 
lasting covenant, 
ordered in ali things and secure. 
For will he not cause to prosper 
all my help and my desire? 


r Ps IB.12: Hcb set free * Another reading h his 1 Or gentleness * Hcb ankles 
11 Cik: Hcb from strife with my people u ’ Rs, Heb %trJeu themselves 

s Another reading in He is a tower of salvation v Or the favourite of the songs of Israel * Hcb from rain 
22.50: Rom. 15.9. 



Pavia's mighty men 
* Hut godless men* are* al! like thorns 
that arc thrown away; 
for they cannot be token with the 
hand: 

*( bi'i the nteu who touches them 

arms jvnisdf with non and the 
she'jt r>i a spesr, 

rmd they ; rc utterly consumed 
v.’hh tuc." h 

8 These ere 'he name?: of the mighty 
v-gv. wh >m David had: .I'oKheb-bassPe'- 
btih a Tah-the rnonitc; he was chief of 
*.V- :.hvee ne wielded his spe?.r rf 
eic.ii 1 : hundred whom he slew at 
ore time. 

And neve 10 him among the three 
miekty .men was Blearier the son of 
Dodo, son of Abo'hi. He was with 
D.Td when T-y defied the Philistines 
were r£;r»->c:rcd there, for battle, and 
; h.r men of Lrru’ witbehew. n) He rose 
nud struck down the Philistines utuil his 
h.,r.d was weary, and his hand cleaved 
m the sword: and the Lord wrought a 
*-.v:,r victory that day; and the men re¬ 
maned alter him only to strip the 

1L And next to him was Shammah, 
.he son of Agee the Harririte. The 
“"‘••ilTtmc-s gathered together at Lchi, 
where there was a plot of ground full of 
Untiis; and the men fled from the 
Philistine... 12 But be took his stand in 
the midst of the plot, and defended it, 
and slew the Philistines; and the Lord 
wrought a great victory. 

13 And three of the thirty chief men. 
went down, and came about harvest 
time to David at the cave of Adullam, 
when a band of Philistines was en¬ 
camped in the valley of Rephriim. 
1,1 David was then in the stronghold; 
and the garrison of the Philistines was 
then at Bethlehem. i5 And David said 
longingly, “O that some one would give 
me water to drink from the well of 
Bethlehem which is by the gate!” 
16 Then the three mighty men broke 
through the camp of the Philistines, and 
drew water out of the well of Bethlehem 
which was by the gate, and took and 
brought it to David. But he would not 
drink of it; he poured it out to tire 
Lord, 17 and said, “Far be it from me, 
O Lord, that I should do this. Shall 1 
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drink the blood of the men who went 
at the risk of then lives?” Therefore he 
would no? drink it. These things did the 
three mighty men. 

18 Now Abi'sbai, the brother of )o'~ 
ah, the son of Leru 'rib., was chief of the 
thirty.*' And be 'ridded Ins spear against 
three hundred roc-i and slew them, and 
won 2 name beside me three. He was 
the most renowned of the thirty/ and 
became thrit rcamnaudci” but he did 
not attain to me three. 

20 And Berri'ufi the sou of Jehoirida - 
was a Viliam roarm of Kabr.-xel, a doer 
of great cAecri:, hi smote two aricls* of 
Moab. Vic also went down and slew a 
Hon In a pit m. a day when snow had 
fallen. ‘'‘And he slow an Egyptian, a 
handsome men. The Egyptian had a 
sptM in his but Ecnairih wc.it 

down vo him wirh a staff, and snatched 
the spear out of the Egyptian's hands 
and slew him with his own spear. 

These things did Ptnairih the son of 
Jeboi’acb, and won a name beside the 
three mighty men. :j lie was renowned 
among the thirty, but he did not attain 
to the three. Anti David set him over his 
bodyguard. 

?A Asalvel the brother of jo rib was 
one of the thirty; Elba'nan the son of 
Dodo of Bethlehem, Shammah of 
Ha rod, Hli’ks of Hared, 2t Helez the 
Poltite, Ira the son of ikkesh of Teko'a, 
^Abi-erier, of AnrithoiAi, Mebun'nai 
the Bu'shaihitc, 2a Zahron the Aho'- 
hite, Ma'harai of Netonhrih, 29 Hcleb 
the son of Barinah of Netoi\hrih» T trial 
the son of Ri'bai of Gib'e-ah of the 
Beniaramit.es, 30 Benai'ab of Pirrithon, 
Hid'dai of the brooks of Garish, 31 Abi- 
al'bon the Av'bathite, Az'maveth of 
Bahu'rim, 32 Eli'ahba of Sha-al'bon, the 
sons of ,]ashen, Jonathan, 33 Shammah 
the Harririte, Ahi'sm the son of Sharar 
the Harririte, 34 Eliph'elct the son of 
Abas 'bai of Maricah, Eli'am the son of 
Ahith'ophel of Gilo, 35 Hezro* of Car¬ 
mel, Farirai tire Arbite, 36 Igal the son 
of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 
37 Zelek the Ammonite, Naliarai of 
Be-er'oth, the armour-bearer of Jo'ab 
the son of Zeru'iah, 38 Ira the Ithrite, 
Gareb the Ithrite, 39 Uririh the Hittitc; 
thirty-seven in all. 


" Hob worthlessness b Hcb fire in the sitting r Or captains a l Chron 11.11: Hcb obscure 
f Two Hebrew Mss Syr: MT three J 1 Chron 11.25: Hcb W'as he the most renowned of the three? 
9 Another reading is the son of Ish-hai h The meaning of the word arid is unknown 
* Another reading is Hezrai 
23.B-3&; 1 Chron 11.10-41. 
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2 SAMUEL 24 294 Census of Israel and Judah 

*JA Again the sneer of the Lord was months before your foes while they 
<*w*T kindled against Israel, and he in- pursue you? Or shall there be three 
cited David against them, saving, “Go, days* pestilence in your land? Novc 
number Israel and Judah.” 2 So the consider, and ded.ee what answer I shall 
king said to Jo'ab and the commanders routru to him who sent me.” ™ Then 
of the army j who were with him, “Go David said u> Gad, “t am in great dis- 
through aU the tribes of Israel, from tress; let us fall into ihe hand of ;hr: 

Dan to Bcer-sheba, and number the Lord, for his mercy is great; but let me 

people, that I may know the number of not fall into the or.nd of man.” 
the people.” 3 But jo'ab said to the kins, 15 So the Lord sent a pestilence up vj 
“May the Lord your God add. to the Israel from the morning until the ap- 
people a hundred times as many as they pointed time; and there died of the 
are, while the eyes of my lord the king people from Dan to Bcer-sheba seventy 
still see it: but why does my lord the thousand men. 1 ; vvnd when die angel 

king delight in this thing?” 4 Bur the s'.retched forth. Ids hand toward je» li¬ 

king's word prevailed against jo'ab and sat cm to destroy it, the Lord repemed. 
the commanders of the army. So jo'ab of the evil, and said to the an yd who 
and the commanders of the army went was working destruction among the 
out from trie presence of the king to people, “It ts enough; now stay your 
number the people of Israel. 5 They hand.” And the angel of the Loro was 
crossed the Jordan, and began from by the threshing floor of Arau'nah the 
Aro'er,* and from the city that is in die Jeb'usite. 17 Then David spoke to the 
middle of the valley, toward Gad and on Lord when he saw the angel who was 
to Jazer. 6 Then they came to Gilead, smiting the people, and said, “Lo> i 
and to Kadesh in the land of the have sinned, and 1 have done wickedly; 
Kit.tites y l and they came to Dan, and but these sheep, what have Ukv done? 
from Dan™ they went around, to Sidon, Let thy hand, 3 pray thee, be against me 
7 and came to the fortress of Tyre and and against my father’s house.” 
to all the dries of the Hi vires and Ca- 18 And Gad came that day to David, 
matures; and they went out to the and said to him, “Go up, rear an altar 
Negeb of Judah at Beer-sheba. 8 So to the Lord on the threshing floor of 
when they had gone through all the Arsu'nah the Jeb'usite.” ly So David 
land, they came to Jerusalem at the end went up at Gad’s word, as the Lord 
of nine months and twenty days. 9 And commanded. 20 And when Arau'nah 
Jo'ab gave the sum of the numbering of looked down, he saw the king and his 
the people to the king; in Israel there servants coming on toward him; and 
were eight hundred thousand valiant Arau'nah went forth, and did obeisance 
men who drew the sword, and the men to the king with his face to the ground, 
of Judah were five hundred thousand. 2 *And Aran hah said, “Why has my lord 
10 But David’s heart smote him after the king come to his servant?” David 
he had numbered the people. And said, “To buy the threshing floor of you, 
David said to the Lord, “I have sinned in order to build an altar to die Lord, 

E -eatly in what I have done. But now, O that the plague may be averted from the 
ORD, I pray thee, take away the people.” 22 Then Arau'nah said to 
iniquity of thy servant; for I have done David, “Let my lord the king take and 
very foolishly.” **And when David offer up what seems good to him; here 
arose in the morning, the word of the are the oxen for the burnt offering, and 
Lord came to the prophet Gad, David’s the threshing sledges and the yokes of 
seer, saying, 12 “Go and say to David, the oxen for the wood. 23 Ail this, G 
‘Thus says the Lord, Three things I king, Arau'nah gives to the king.” And 
offer" you; choose one of them, that I Arau'nah said to the king, “The Lord 
may do it to you.* ” 13 So Gad came to your God accept you.” 24 But the king 
David and told him, and said to him, said to Arau'nah, “No, but I will buy it 
“Shall three 0 years of famine come to of you for a price; I will not offer burnt 
you in your land? Or will you flee three offerings to the Lord my God which 

jI Chron 21.2 Gk: Heb tojoab the commander of the army * Gk: Hcb encamped in Aroer 
* Gk: Hob to the land of Tahtim-hodshi m Cn Compare Gk; Heb they came to Dan-jaan and 
n Or hold over 0 I Chron 21.12 Gk: Hcb seven 
24.1-25; 1 Chron 21.1-27. 
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cost me nothing.” So David bought the burnt offerings and peace offerings. So 
threshing Ooor and the oxen for fifty the Lord heeded supplications for the 
shekels of silver. 2 ''And David built land, and the plague was averted from 
lucre an altar to the Lord, and offered .Israel. 


THE FIRST BOOK OF THE 

KINGS 


•i' Now King David war, old and ad- 
)L vapeed in vears; and although they 
covered him with clothes, he could not 
get warm. 2 Therefore his servants said 
to him, “Let a young maiden be sought 
ior my lord the king, and let her wait 
upon the king, and be his nurse; let her 
he in your bosom, that my loid the king 
may be warm.” 3 So they sought for a 
beautiful maiden throughout all the 
territory of Israel, and found Ab'ishag 
the Shu'nammite, and brought her to 
the king, 4 The maiden war. very 
beautiful; and she became the king’s 
nurse and ministered to him; but the 
king knew her not. 

5 Mow Adoni'jah the son of Haggith 
exalted himself, saying, “I will be 
king”; and he prepared for himself 
chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to 
run before him, 6 His father had never 
at any time displeased, him by asking, 
“Why have you done thus and so?” He 
was also a very handsome man; and he 
was bom next after Ab'salom. 7 He 
conferred with .To ah the son of Zeru- 
iah and with Abi'athar the priest; and 
they followed Adoni iah and helped 
him. 8 But Zadok the priest, and Benai'- 
ah the son of Jehoi'ada, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Shim'e-i, and Rc'i, and 
David’s mighty .men were not with 
Adoni'jah. 

9 Adoni'jah sacrificed sheep, oxen, 
and failings by the Serpent’s Stone, 
which is beside En-ro'gel, and he in¬ 
vited all his brothers, the king’s sons, 
and all the royal officials of Judah, 10 but 
he did not invite Nathan the prophet or 
Benai'ah or the mighty men or Solomon 
his brother. 

11 Then Nathan said to Bathshe'ba 
the mother of Solomon, “Have you not 
heard that Adoni'jah the son of Haggith 
has become king and David our lord 
does not know it? 12 Now therefore 


come, let me give you counsel, that you 
may save your own life and the life of 
your son Solomon. 13 Go in at once to 
King David, and say to him, ‘Did you 
not, my lord the king, swear to your 
maidservant, saying, “Solomon vour 
son shall reign after me, and he shall sit 
upon my throne”? Why then is Adoni'- 
i.ah king?’ 14 Then while you are still 
speaking with the king, I also will come 
in after you and confirm your woids. 5 * 

15 So Bathshe'ba went to the lung 
into liis chamber (now the king was very 
old, and Ab'ishag the Shu nammite was 
ministering to the king). Badrshe'ba 
bowed and did obeisance to the king, 
and the. king said, “What do you de¬ 
sire?” - 7 She said to him, “My lord, you 
swore to your maidservant by the Lord 
your God, saying, ‘Solomon your son 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit 
upon my throned 18 And now, behold, 
Adoni'jah is king, although you, my 
lord the king, do not know it. 19 He has 
sacrificed oxen, fadings, and sheep in 
abundance, and has invited all the sons 
of the king, Abi'athar the priest, and 
Jo'ab the commander of die army ; but 
Solomon your servant he has not in¬ 
vited. 20 And now, my lord the king, the 
eyes of all Israel are upon you, to tell 
them who shall sit on the throne of my 
lord the king after him. 21 Otherwise it 
will come to pass, when my lord the 
king sleeps with his fathers, that I and 
my son Solomon will be counted of¬ 
fenders.” 

22 While she was still speaking with 
the king, Nathan the prophet came in. 
23 And they told the king, “Here is 
Nathan the prophet.” And when he 
came in before the king, he bowed be¬ 
fore the king, with his face to the 
ground. 24 And Nathan said, “My lord 
the king, have you said, ‘Adoni 'jah shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
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throne’? 25 For he has gone down this 
day, and has sacrificed oxen, ladings, 
and sheep in abundance, and has invited 
all the king’s sons, JoVo jhe com¬ 
mander" of the army, and A hi T har rh; 
priest; and behold, ihcv^aie ea-mg arui 
drinkinz before lum, and savur,, Lave: 
Jive King Adorn i:.h!’ 20 But me, vour 
servant, and Zadok the priest, and 
Benai'ah the son of lehi.a'ada, aid your 
servant Solomon, he ba^ rri invi*e.1 
27 Has this thing been brought about by 
my lord the king and you have not to>d 
your servants who should s:l on the 
throne of my lord the king a.ier h’*n? 

28 Then King David answered, 
"Call Bathshc'ba to me,’’ So she came 
into the king’s presence, and ‘.rood be¬ 
fore the king. 2 "And the king swore, 
saying, “As the Lord lives, who has re¬ 
deemed ray soul out o‘ every adversity. 
30 a?> i swore to you by the Loki>, the 
God of Israel, saying, ’Solomon your 
son shall reign alter ms, and he shall sit 
upon my throne in my stead’; even s'-, 
will I do this day.” 31 Then Bathshc'ba 
bowed with her face to the ground, and 
did obeisance to the king, and said, 
“May my lord King David live for 
ever!” 

32 King David said, Cad to me 
Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, 
and Benai'ah the son of jehoi'ada.” So 
they came before the king. 33 And the 
king said to them, “Take with you the 
servants of your lord, and cause Solo¬ 
mon my son to ride on rny own mule, 
and bring him down to Gihon; 34 and 
let Zadok the priest and Nathan the 
prophet there anoint him king over 
Israel; then blow the trumpet, and say, 
‘Long live King Solomon!’ 35 You shall 
then come up after him, and he shall 
come and sit upon my throne; for he 
shall be king in my stead; and I have 
appointed him to be ruler over Israel 
and over Judah.” 36 And Benai'ah the 
son of Jehoi'ada answered the king, 
“Amen! May the Lord, tine God of my 
lord the king, say so. 37 As the LORD has 
been with my lord the king, even so may 
he be with Solomon, and make his 
throne greater than the throne of my 
lord King David.” 

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the 
prophet, and Benai'ah the son of 
Jehoi'ada, and the Cher'ethites and the 
Pel'ethites, went down and caused 

• Gk: Hcb commandm b Gk: Heb one 


!6 Solomon made king 

Solomon to ride on King David's rmiie. 
and brought him to Gihon. 3y There 
Zadok the priest took the horn of oil 
bom the tent, and anointed Solomon. 
Then they New the irurnpei; and ell the 
people said, “Long live King Solo¬ 
mon!'* J! Wui all ike people wept up 
after him, playing on pine?, and re¬ 
joicing with great gov, so that the e:u?h 
wy,>> sp!r b, diet' noise. 

: 1 A.\«ui i:»b and rdt the gueskN v, ho 
were wkh him bvjtd ii as Toy Dusked 
feasting And when Jo Lb Lcac.i dvr 
sound of th.e trumpet, he said, “'y’vhat 
does this uproar in the city mean?” 

v./j-dle ho was still speaking, behold, 
Jonathan the son of Abi'athar the priest 
ceiue; and Adoni'iaU said, “Come in, 
tor you are a worthy man and bring 
good news.” 43 Jonathan ar.swcnrri 
Adoni'jah, “No, for oua lord King 
.David has made Solomon king; 44 anu 
die king has sent with him Zadok the 
priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benai'¬ 
ah the son of Jehoi'ada, and the Chtr'- 
ethiifs and the M'eth.iles; and they 
have caused him to ride on the king’s 
mule; 43 and Zadok the priest and Na¬ 
than the oropher have anointed him 
.king at Gihon; and they have gone op 
from th<ve rejoicing, so that the city is 
in an uproar. This is the noise that you 
have heard. 40 Solomon sits upon the 
royal throne. 47 Moreover the king's 
servants came to congratulate our lord 
King David, saying, ‘Your God make 
the name of Solomon more famous than 
yours, and make his throne greater than 
your throne.’ And the king bowed him¬ 
self upon the bed. 48 And the king also 
said, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of 
Israel, who has granted one of my off¬ 
spring* to sit on my throne this day, 
my own eyes seeing it* ” 

49 Then all the guests of Adoni'jah 
trembled, and rose, and each went his 
own way. 50 And Adoni'jah feared Solo¬ 
mon; and he arose, and went, and 
caught hold of the horns of the altar. 
5l And it was told Solomon, “Behold, 
Adoni'jah fears King Solomon; for, lo, 
he has laid hold of the horns of the 
altar, saying, ‘Let King Solomon swear 
to me first that he will not slay his 
servant with the sword.’ ” 52 And Solo¬ 
mon said, “If he prove to be a worthy 
man, not one of his hairs shall fall to the 
earth; but if wickedness is found in 
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Israel was forty years; 'he reigned seven 


Death of David 
him, he shah die.” 52 So King Solomon 
sent, and they brought him down from 
the altar. And he came and did obei¬ 
sance to K*-ng Solovavn, and Solomon 
said to him, “Go to sour house.” 

AD When .David's time to die drew 
.& near, he charged Solomon his son-, 
saying, 2 “I cm about to go the way of all 
the earth. Be strong, and show yourself 
a man, 2 and keep the charge of the 
I.oxv-j yon? God, waiting in his ways 
a ml keeping his statutes, his command¬ 
ments, his ordinances, and his testi¬ 
monies, as it is written in the law of 
Moses. That you may prosper in a’*l that 
you do and wherever you turn; 4 that 
die LoivP may establish his word which 
he rpoke concerning me, saying, ! Ti 
your sons take heed to thdr wav, to 
walk, before me in faithfulness with all 
their heart and with ail their soul, there 
shall not fail yon a man on the duo 0 c 
of Israel* 

5 *‘Moreover you know also what 
JoYb the son of Ztru'iah did ro me, 
how he dealt With the two commanders 
of the i*iTaics of 'Israel, Abner the son of 
fae::, and Ama'sa the son of Jether, 
whom he murdered, avenging* m time 
o( peace blood which had been shed in 
war, and putting innocent blood* upon 
the girdle about my* loins, and upon the 
sandals on my* feet, * Act therefore ac¬ 
cording to your wisdom, but do not let 
his grey head go down to Sheol in 
peace, [ But deal loyally with the sons 
of Barzil’bi the Gileadite, and lei them 
be among those who eat at your table; 
for with such loyalty they met me when 
J fled from Ab'salom your brother. 8 And 
there is also with you Shim'e-i the son 
of Gera, the Benjaminite from Bahu'- 
rim, who cursed me with a grievous 
curse on the day when I went to 
Mnhana'im; but when he came down to 
meet me at the Jordan, I swore to him 
by the Lord, saying, ‘T will not put you 
to death with the sword.’ 9 Now there¬ 
fore hold him not guiltless, for you are a 
wise man; you will know what you 
ought to do to him, and you shall bring 
his grey head down with blood to 
Shed.” 

10 Then David slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in the city of David. 
11 And the time that David reigned over 


years in Hebron, and thirty-three years 
in Jerusalem. * 2 So Solomon sat croon 
the throne of David his father;nod his 
kingdom was firmly established, 

13 ' l hen Adoni'jah the son of "Hag- 
pith came to Bathshc'ba the mother of 
Solomon. And she said, “Do you c^mtr 
peaceably?” .He said, “Peaceably.” 

* 4 '! hen be said, :: I_ have something to 
say to you.” She said, “Say on.” *- vie 
said, ‘‘You know that the Kingdom was 
mine, and that ail Israel fully expected 
me to reign; however die kingdom has 
turned about and become my brother’s, 
for it was his from the Lour;, “'And 
now I have one request to make of yon; 
dv» not refuse me." She said to him, 
“Say on.” i 7 Aud he said, “Pray ask 
King Solomon—he will not refuse you 
—to give me Ab'ishag the Shu'narn- 
mhe a j my wife.” ts Bathshe'bu said, 
“Very w«U; X will speak for you to the 
king.” 

19 So Ppihsbe'ba went to Kino, 
Solomon, ro speak to him on behau of 
Aufoumh. A;rJ the king rose to meet 
Ivor, and bowed down to her; then he 
sar on his throne, and had a seat brought 
for the king’s mother; and she sa? on his 
right. 20 Then she said, “1 have one 
small request to make of you; do nor. 
refuse me.” And the king said to her, 
“Av.tke your request, my mother; for I 
will not refuse you.” 25 She said, “Let 
Ab'ishag the Shu'nammife be given to 
Adorn 'iaii your brother as his wife.'” 
72 King Solomon answered his mother, 
“And why do you ask Ab'ishag the 
Shu'nammiee for Acfon.ilah? Ask for 
him the kingdom also; for he is my elder 
brother, and on lus side are Afoi'athar/ 
the priest and Jo'ab the son of Zeru'i- 
ah.” 24 Then King Solomon swore by 
the Lord, saying, “God do so to me and 
more also if this word does not cost 
Adoni'jah his life! 24 Now therefore as 
the Lord lives, who has established me, 
and placed me on the throne of David 
my father, and who has made me a 
house, as he promised, Adoni'jah shall 
be put to death this day.” 25 So King 
Solomon sent Benai'ah the son of 
jehoi'ada; and he struck him down, and 
he died. 

26 And to Abi'athar the priest the 
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king said, "Go to An'athoth, to your 
estate; for you deserve death. But I will 
not at this time put you to death, be¬ 
cause you bore the ark of the Lord God 
before David my father, and because 
you shared in ai! the affliction of my 
father/* 27 So Solomon expelled Abi- 
athar from being priest to die Lord, 
thus fulfilling the word of the Lord 
which he had spoken concerning the 
house of Eli in Shiloh. 

28 When the news came to Jo'ab— 
for Jo ’ab had supported Adoni'jah al¬ 
though he had not supported Ab'salom 
—Jo'ab fled to the tent of the Lord and 
caught hold of the horns of the altar. 
2 ‘'And when it was told King Solomon, 
“Jo'ab has fled to the tent of the Lord, 
and behold, he is beside the altar,’* 
Solomon sent Benai'ah the son of 
Jehoi'ada, saying, “Go, strike him 
down.” 30 So Benai'ah came to the tent 
of the Lord, and said to him, “The king 
commands, ‘Come forth.* ” But he said, 
“No, I will die here.*’ Then Benai'ah 
brought the king word again, saying, 
“Thus said Jo'ab, and thus he an¬ 
swered me.” 31 The king replied to him, 
“Do as he has said, strike him down and 
bury him; and thus take away from me 
and from my father’s house the guilt for 
the blood which Jo'ab shed without 
cause. 32 The Lord will bring back his 
bloody deeds upon his own head, be¬ 
cause, without the knowledge of my 
father David, he attacked and slew with 
the sword two men more righteous and 
better than himself, Abner the son of 
Ncr, commander of the army of Israel, 
and Ama'sa the son of Jether, com¬ 
mander of the army of Judah. 33 So shall 
their blood come back upon the head of 
Jo'ab and upon the head of his descend¬ 
ants for ever; but to David, and to his 
descendants, and to his house, and to his 
throne, there shall be peace from the 
Lord for evermore.” 34 Then Benai'ah 
the son of Jehoi'ada went up, and struck 
him down and killed him; and he was 
buried in his own house in the wilder¬ 
ness. 35 The king put Benai'ah the son 
of Jehoi'ada over the army in place of 
Jo'ab, and the king put Zadok the priest 
in the place of Abi'athar, 

36 Then the king sent and sum¬ 
moned Shim'e-i, and said to him, 
“Build yourself a house in Jerusalem, 
and dwell there, and do not go forth 

3.4-15: 2 Chron 1.3-13. 


from there to any place whatever. 
37 For on the day you go forth, and 
cross the brook Kidron, know for cer¬ 
tain that you shall die; your blood 
shall be upon your own head.” 38 And 
Shim’e-i said to the king, “What you 
say is good; as my lord the king has said, 
so will your servant do.” So Shim'e-i 
dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 

39 But it happened at the end of three 
years that two of Shim'e-i’s slaves ran 
away to A'chish, son of Ma'acah, king of 
Gath. And when it was told Shim'e-i, 
“Behold, your slaves are in Gath,” 
40 Shim'e-i arose and saddled an ass, 
and went to Gath to A'chish, to seek his 
slaves; Shim'e-i went and brought his 
slaves from Gath. 41 And when Solomon 
was told that Shim'e-i had gone from 
Jerusalem to Gath and returned, 42 the 
king sent and summoned Shim'e-i, and 
said to him, “Did J not make you swear 
by the Lord, and solemnly admonish 
you, saying, ‘Know for certain that on 
the day you go forth and go to any 
place whale rev, you shall die.*? And you 
said to me, ‘What you say is good; I 
obey.* 43 Why then have you not kept 
your oath to the Lord and the com¬ 
mandment w*th which I charged you?” 
44 The king also said to Shim'e-i, “You 
know in your own heart all the evil that 
you did to David my father; so trie 
Lord will bring back your evil upon 
your own head. But King Solomon 
shall be blessed, and the throne of 
David shall be established before the 
Lord for ever.” Then the king com¬ 
manded Benai'ah the son of jehoi'ada; 
and he went out and struck him down, 
and he died. 

So the kingdom was established in 
the hand of Solomon. 

3 Solomon made a marriage alliance 
with Pharaoh king of Egypt; he 
took Fharaoh’s daughter, and brought 
her into the city of David, until he had 
finished building his own house and the 
house of the Lord and the wall around 
Jerusalem. 2 The people were sacrificing 
at the high places, however, because no 
house had yet been built for the name 
of the Lord. 

3 Solomon loved the Lord, walking 
in the statutes of David his father; only, 
he sacrificed and burnt incense at the 
high places. 4 And the king went to 
Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was 
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the great high place; Solomon used to 
oiler a thousand burnt offerings noon 
that altar, At Gibeon the -Lord ap¬ 
peared to Salomon in a dream by 
nlglu; and God said, “Ask what l shall 
ivc you,’' And Solomon said, “Thou 
ast shown great and stoat.hast love to 
toy servanr k >avsd my tather, b scans?: he 
walked before thee in fat.;i>fulness, in 
richveiuisncss, and in upright oe of 
heart toward thee; aud than hast pt 
for hurt this great and sfea.V.ast love, and 
hast given him a son to sit on ho. throne 
this day. 7 And now, O Lord mv God, 
thou Li.si made thy servant king in olp.ee 
os l 5 :<vid my father, aiuu>ugh I a-.n but a 
little child; A do not know how to go out 
or come in. 8 And thy sen ant l\ in the 
mids«_ of thy people whom thou hast 
chosen, c great people, that cannot be 
numbered or counted fur multitude. 

Go/.: thy set v,mi ih.a’eforc an undor- 
s tunning mind to govern thy p mole, 
that X may discern between good and 
evil; for who is able to govern this thy 
greet people?" 

Id It pleased the Lord that Solomon 
had askeu this, J *And God said to him, 
‘".because you have askea this, and have 
not asked for yoursdt iotig life os niches 
or the life of your enemies, but have 
ask-.d for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, i2 behold, A now 
do according to your word, Behold, I 
give you & wise and discerning mind, so 
that none like you has been before you 
ami none like you shall arise after you. 
*■* I give you also what you have not 
asked, both riches and honour, so that 
no other king shall compare with you, 
all your days, 14 And if you will walk, in 
my ways, keeping my statutes aud my 
commandments, os your father l ’avid 
walked-, then I will lengthen your days/* 

15 And Solomon awoke, and be¬ 
hold, it was a dream. Then he came to 
Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord, and offered 
up burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
and made a feast for all his servants. 

16 Then two harlots came to the 
king, and stood before him. 17 The one 
woman said, “Oh, my lord, this woman 
and I dwell in the same house; and I 
gave birth to a child while she was in 
the house. 18 Then on the third day alter 
I was delivered, this woman also gave 
birth; and we were alone; there was no 
one else with us in the house, only we 


two were in the house. ls, And this 
woman’s son died in the rught, because 
she lav on it. 2u And she arose, at mid¬ 
night, ac.d took my son from beside me, 
wtuie your maidservant slept, and laid 
it in her bosom, and laid her dead son in 
my bosom. Zi When I rose in the morn¬ 
ing to nurse my child, behold, it was 
dead; but when l looked ax it closely :n 
die morning, behold, it. was not the 
chiki Thai i had borne.” 12 But the other 
woman said, “No, the living child is 
nme, and the dead child is yours.” The 
first said, “No, the dead child is yours, 
and me living child is mine.” Thus they 
spoke before the king. 

23 Then tne king said, “The one says, 
‘This is rav sou dial is alive, and your 
S3«i is deaa'; and the other says, “'No; 
but your son i:; dead, and my son is the 
living one.’ ” 24 Ana the king said, 
“Bring ra.* a sword.” So u sword was 
b: ought be lore the king. 2i And the king 
said, “Divide the living child m two, 
and give half to the one, and half to the 
other/’' 20 .Hien the woman whose son 
was alive said io the king, because her 
heart yearned foi her son, “Oh, ray lord, 
give her; die living chiid, and by no 
means stay v:. v But the other said, “It 
shaii be neither mine nor yours; divide 
it.” 2 ' Then the king answered and 
said, “Give the living child to the first 
woman, and bv no means slay it; she is 
its mother.” -And all Israel heard os 
the judgment which the king had ren¬ 
dered; and they stood in awe of the 
king, because they perceived that the 
wisdom of God was in him, to render 
justice. 

A King Solomon was king over all 
‘ t Israel, 2 and these were his high 
officials: Azari'afc the son of Zadok was 
the priest; 3 Eliho'reph and Ahi'iah the 
sons of Shisha were secretaries; Jchosh'- 
aphat the son of Ahi'lud was recorder; 
4 Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada was in 
command of the army; Zadok and Abi'- 
athar were priests; Azats'ah the son of 
Nathan was over the officers; Zabud the 
son of Nathan was priest and king’s 
friend; 6 Ahi shar was in charge of the 
palace; and Adorn'ram the son of Abda 
was in charge of the forced labour. 

7 Solomon had twelve officers over all 
Israel, who provided food for the king 
and his household; each man had to 
snake provision for one month in the 
year. 8 These were their names: Ben- 
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hur, in the hill country of Ephraim; 
9 Bcn-dcker, in Makaz, Sha-al'bim, 
Beih-she mesh, and H’lon-beth-ha'nan; 
311 Ben-hesed, in Arub'both (to him be¬ 
longed Socc-h and all the land of 
irfipher); n Beti-abin'adab, in all Na- 
phath-tior ihe had Taphath the daugh¬ 
ter of Solomon as his wife); 12 Ba ana 
die son of Ahi'lud, in Tu'nnach, 
Megid'uo, and all Beth-she an which is 
beside Zavethan below jez'eeU and 
from Beth-shc'an to A'bel-incho'iah, as 
.far as the other side of Jok'rueam; 

Bcn-gcbcr, in Ramoth-gilead (he 
nad the villages of Ja'ir the son of 
Manas'seh, which are in Gilead, and he 
had the region of Argob, which is in 
Hashan, sixty great cities with walls and 
bronze bars); ^Ahin'adab tlie son of 
Ad do, in iViahanaim; 15 Ahim'a-az> in 
Naphtaii (ue had taken Bas'ematb the 
daughter of Solomon as his wife); 

Bi/anu the son of Hushai, in Asher 
ana Bealoth; 17 Jchosh'uphat the son of 
Paru'ah, in Is'sachar; 38 Shim'c-i the 
son of Bla, in Benjamin; 39 Gebcr the 
son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, the 
country of Sihon king of the Amorites 
and of Og king of Bashan. And there 
was one officer in the land of Judah. 

20 Judah and Israel were as many as 
the sand by the sea; they ate and drank 
and were happy. 21 o Solomon ruled over 
all the kingdoms from the Eu-phra'tes 
to the land of the Philistines and to the 
border of Egypt; they brought tribute 
and served Solomon all the days of his 
life. 

22 Solomon’s provision for one day 
was thirty cors of line flour, and sixty 
cors of meal, 23 ten fat oxen, and twenty 
pasture-fed cattle, a hundred sheep, be¬ 
sides harts, gazelles, roebucks, and 
fatted fowl. 24 For he had dominion over 
all the region west of the Eu-phra'tes 
from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings 
west of the Eu-phra'tes; and he had 
peace on all sides round about him. 
25 And Judah and Israel dwelt in safety, 
from Dan even to Beer-sheba, every 
man under his vine and under his fig 
tree, all the days of Solomon. 26 Solo¬ 
mon also had forty thousand stalls of 
horses for his chariots, and twelve thou¬ 
sand horsemen, 27 And those officers 
supplied provisions for King Solomon, 
and for all who came to King Solomon’s 

0 Ch 5.1 in Heb A Ch 5.15 in Heb 
5.2-11: 2 Chron 2.3-16. £.5: 2 Chron 2.1. 


table, each one in his month; they let 
nothing be lacking. 2S Barley also and 
straw for the horses and swift steeds 
they brought to the place where it was 
jequired, each according to his charge. 

29 And God gave Solomon wisdom 
and understanding beyond measure, 
and largeness of mind like the sand on 
the seashore, 30 so that Solomon’s wis¬ 
dom surpassed the wisdom of ail the 
people of the east, and all the wisdom of 
Egypt, 31 For he was wiser than all other 
men, wiser than Ethan the Bz'rahite, 
and Reman, Calcoi, and Datda, the sons 
of Mahol; and his fame was in all die 
nations round about. 32 He also uttered 
three thousand proverbs; and his songs 
were a thousand and five. 33 He spoke of 
trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon 
to the hyssop that grows out of the wall; 
he spoke airo of beasts, and of birds, and 
cf reptiles, and of fish. 34 And men came 
horn all peoples to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, and from all the kings of the 
earth, who had heard of his wisdom. 

C Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his 
servants to Solomon, when he heard 
that diey had anointed him king in 
place of his father; for Hiram always 
loved David. -And Solomon sent word 
to Hiram, 3 “You know that David my 
father could not build a house for the 
name of the Lord his God because of 
tire warfare with which his enemies sur¬ 
rounded him, until the Lord put them 
under the soles of his feet . 4 But now the 
Lord my God has given me rest on 
every side; there is neither adversary 
nor misfortune. 5 And so I purpose to 
build a house for the name of the Lord 
my God, as the Lord said to David my 
father, ‘Your son, whom I will set upon 
your throne in your place, shall build 
the house for my name.’ 6 Now there¬ 
fore command that cedars of Lebanon 
be cut for me; and my servants will join 
your servants, and I will pay you for 
your servants such wages as you set; for 
you know that there is no one among us 
who knows how to cut timber like the 
Sido'nians.” 

7 When Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, he rejoiced greatly, and said, 
“Blessed be the Lord this day, who has 
given to David a wise son to be over this 
great people.” 8 And Hiram sent to 
Solomon, saying, *T have heard the 
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message which you have sent to me; 1 house windows with recessed frames, 
am ready to do all you desire in the 5 He also built a structure against the 
matter of cedar and cypress timber, wall of the house, running round the 
9 My servants shall bring it down to the walls of the house, both the nave and 
sea from .Lebanon; and i will make it the inner sanctuary; and he made side 
into rafts to go by sea to the place you chambers all around. 6 The lowest 
direct, and I will have them broken up story- 1 was five cubits broad, the middle 
there, and you shall receive it; and you one was six cubits broadband the third 
shall meet my washes by -providing food was seven cubits broad; for around the 
tor mv household/ 7 10 So Hiram sun- outside of the bouse he made offsets on 
plied Solomon with ali ihe timber of the wail in order that the supporting 
cedar and cypress that he desired, beams should not be inserted into the 
• ll while Solomon gave Hiram twenty walls of the house, 
thousand covs of wheat as food for his ? When the house was built, it was 
household, and twenty thousand 1 cors with stone prepared at the quarry; so 
of beaten ml. Solomon gave this to that neither hammer nor axe nor any 
Hiram year by year. ' 2 And the Lord tool of iron was heard in the temple, 
gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised while it was being built, 
him; and there was peace between 8 The entrance for the lowest* story 
Hiram and Solomon; and the two of was on the south side of the house; and 

shorn made a treaty. one went up by stairs to the middle 

1 ?i King Solomon raised a levy of story, >md front the middle story to the 

forced labour out of ali Israel: sod the third. 9 So he built the house, and 

levy numbered thirty thousand men. finished it; and he made the ceiling of 
And he sent them to Lebanon, ten the house of beams and planks of cedar, 
thousand a month in relays; they would 10 He built the structure against the 
be a month in Lebanon and two months whole house, each story* five cubits 
at home ; Adoni'ram was in charge of high, and it was joined to ihe house with 
the levy. 55 Solomon also had seventy timbers of cedar, 

thousand burden-bearers and eighty \\ How the word of the Lord came 
thousand hewers of stone in the bill to Solomon. 12 “Concerning this house 
country, besides Solomon’s three which you are building, if you will wa 
thousand throe hundred chief officers in my statutes and obey my ordinances 
who were over the work, who had and keep all my commandments and 
charge of the people who carried on the walk in them, then 1 win establish my 
work. * 7 At the king’s command, they woul with you, which I spoke to David 
quarried out great, costly stones in yout father. 13 And I will dwell among 
order to lay the foundation of the house the children of Israel, at id will not for- 
wi/ti dressed stones. 18 So Solomon’s sake my people Israel/’ 
builders and Hiram’s builders and the 14 So Solomon built the house, and 
men of Gebal did the hewing and pre- finished it. 15 He lined the walls of the 
pared the timber and the stone to build house on the inside with boards of 
the house. cedar; from the floor of the house to the 

6 In the four hundred and eightieth rafters m of the ceiling, he covered them 
year after the people of Israel came on the inside with wood; and he covered 
out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth the floor of the house with boards of 
year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in cypress. 16 He built twenty cubits of the 
the month of Ziv, which is the second rear of the house with boards of cedar 
month, he began to build the house of from the floor to the rafters,”* and he 
the Lord. 2 The house which King built this within as an inner sanctuary, 
Solomon built for the Lord was sixry as the most holy place. 17 The house, 
cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and that is, the nave in front of the inner 
thirty cubits high. 3 The vestibule in sanctuary, was forty cubits long. 18 The 
front of the nave of the house was cedar within the house was carved in the 
twenty cubits long, equal to the width of form of gourds and open flowers ; all 
the house, and ten cubits deep in front was cedar, no stone was seen. 1S> The 
of the house. 4 And he made for the inner sanctuary he prepared in the 

1 Gk: H«b twenty 7 Gk; Heh structure * Gk Tg: Kcb middle 1 Hcb lacks each story m Gk: Heb walls 
5.15-16; 2 Chron 2.2, IS. S.1-2S; 2 Chron 3.1-13; Acts 7.47. 



S KINGS © 302 Solomon’s house 

innermost part of the house, to set there 35 On them he carved cherubim and 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, palm trees and open flowers; and he 
20 The inner sanctuary 7 ' was twenty overlaid them with gold evenly applied 
cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and upon the carved work. He built the 
twenty cubits high; and he overlaid it inner court with three courses of hewn 
with pure gold. He also made 0 an altar stone and one course of cedar beams, 
of cedar. 21 And Solomon overlaid the 37 In the fourth year the foundation 
inside of the house with pure gold, and of the house of the Lord was laid, in the 
he drew chains of gold across, in front month of 33 And in the eleventh 

of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it year, in the month of Bui, which is the 
with gold. 22 And he overlaid the whole eighth month, the house was finished in 
house with gold, trntil all the house was all its parts, and according to all its 
finished. Also the whole altar that be- specifications. He was seven years in 
longed to the inner sanctuary he over- building it. 

laid with gold. Solomon was building his own 

23 In the inner sanctuary he made / house thirteen years, and he finished 
two cherubim of olivewood, each ten his entire house., 

cubits high. 24 Five cubits was the 2 He built the House of the Forest of 
length of one wing of the cherub, and Lebanon; its length was a hundred 
five cubits Che length of the other wing cubits, and its breadth fifty cubits, and 
of the cherub; it was ten cubits from, its height thirty cubits, and it was built 
the tip of one wing to the tip of the upon three** rows of cedar pillars, with 
ether. 25 The other cherub also metis- cedar beams upon the pillars. 3 And it 
tired ten cubits; both cherubim had the was covered with cedar above the 
same measure and the same form, chambers that were upon the forty-five 
26 The height of one cherub was ten pillars, fifteen in each row. 4 There 
cubits, and so was that of the other were window frames in three, rows, and 
cherub. 27 He put the cherubim in the window opposite window in three tiers, 
innermost part of the house; and the 5 A11 the doorways and windows'" had 
wings of the cherubim were spread out square frames, and window was op- 
so that a wing of one touched the one posite window in three tiers, 
wall, and a wing of the other cherub 6 Aid he made the Hall of Pillars; its 
touched the other wall; their other length was fifty cubits, and its breadth 
wings touched each other in the middle thirty cubits; there was a porch in front 
of the house. 23 And he overlaid tire with pillars, and a canopy before them, 
cherubim with gold. 7 And he made the Hall of tire 

29 He carved all the walls of the house Throne where he was to pronounce 
round about with carved figures of judgment, even the Hall of Judgment; 
cherubim and palm trees and open it was finished with cedar from floor to 
flowers, in the inner and outer rooms, rafters.* 

30 The floor of the house he overlaid 8 His own house where he was to 
with gold in the inner and outer rooms, dwell, in the other court back of the 
31 For the entrance to the inner hall, was of like workmanship. Solomon 
sanctuary he made doors of olivewood; also made a house like this hall for 
the lintel and the doorposts formed a Pharaoh’s daughter whom he had taken 
pentagon.* 7 32 Fie covered the two doors in marriage. 

of olivewood with carvings of cherubim, 9 All these were made of costly 

palm trees, and open flowers; he over- stones, hewn according to measure, 
laid them with gold, and spread gold sawed with saws, back and front, even 
upon the cherubim and upon the palm from the foundation to the coping, and 
trees. from the court of the house of the 

33 So also he made for the entrance Lord 4 to the great court. 10 The founda- 
to the nave doorposts of olivewood, in tion was of costly stones, huge stones, 
the form of a square, 34 and two doors stones of eight and ten cubits. 11 And 
of cypress wood; the two leaves of the above were costly stones, hewn ac- 
one door were folding, and the two cording to measurement, and cedar, 
leaves of the other door were folding. 12 The great court had three courses of 

n Vg: Hcb and before the inner sanctuary ° Gk: Heb covered P Hcb obscure ® Gk: Hcb four 
r Gk: Hcb posts * Syr Vg: Hcb floor * With 7.12: Hcb from the outside 



Work of Hiram of Tyre 
hewn stone round about, and a course 
or cedar beams; so had the inner court 
of the house of the Lord* and the 
ves-Tuk of the house. 

\3 And K»ng Solomon sent and 
broil';'it Hiram from Tyre. 14 He was 
the s'\n of a widow of the tribe of 
NapiVtali, and his father was a man of 

yre, a worker in bronze; and he was 
foil of wisdom, under:’umorng, and skTi- 
fur making any work in bron/.j. lie 
cione to King. Solomon, and did all his 
work. 

? S He cast two pillars of bronze. 
F’ld'.i^cn ciibits was the height of one 
rider, and a line of twelve cubits 
'•os - .svred its circumietev.cc; it was 
hell; and its thickness was four 
.Trc-ds; the second pillar was the same." 
hi' Hr also made two capitals of rrohetx 
bve.n/C. to set upon the tops of rhe 
pT.-rs. the height of the one capital was 
live cubits, and the height of the ocher 
cop;’id was live cubits. 5 7 Then he made 
to .o’ nets cf chequer work with wreaths 
of chain work for the capitals upon the 
tops of the pillars; a net™ for the one 
capital, and a net™ for the other capital. 
ls Likewise he made pomegranates;* 
in two rows round about upon the one 
nc'.vork, to cover the capital that was 
upon the top of the pillar; and he did 
the same with the other capital. Now 
the capitals that were upon the tops of 
die pillars in the vestibule were of lily- 
woik, four cubits. 20 The capitals were 
upon the two pillars and also above the 
rounded projection which was beside 
the network; there were two hundred 
pomegranates, in two rows round 
about; and so with the other capital. 
21 He set up the pillars at the vestibule 
of the temple; he set up the pillar on the 
south and called its name Jachin; and 
he set up the pillar on the north and 
called its name Bo'az. 22 And upon the 
tops of the pillars was lily- work. Thus 
the work of the pillars was finished. 

23 Then he made the molten sea; it 
was round, ten cubits from brim to 
brim, and five cubits high, and a line of 
thirty cubits measured its circum¬ 
ference, 24 Under its brim were gourds, 
for thirty*/ cubits, compassing the sea 
round about; the gourds were in two 
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rows, cast with it when it was cast. 
2S It stood upon twelve oxen, three 
facing north, three facing west, three 
facing south, and three facing east; the 
sea was set upon them, and all their 
hinder parts we r e Inward. 26 Its thick¬ 
ness was a handbreadth; and its brim 
was made like the brim of a cup, like the 
flower of a .lily; it held two thousand 
baths. 

27 He also made the ten stands of 
bronze; each stand was four cubits 
long, four cubits wide, and three cubits 
high. 2H This was the construction of the 
stands: they had panels, and the panels 
were set in the frames 29 and on the 
panels that were set in the frames were 
lions, oxen, and cherubim. Upon the 
frames, both above and below the lions 
and oxen, there were wreaths of bevelled 
work. 30 Moreover each stand had four 
bronze wheels and axles of bronze; and 
a* the four corners were supports for a 
iaver. The supports were cast, with 
wreaths at the side of each. 31 Its or.< ly¬ 
ing was within a crown which projected 
upward one cubit; its opening was 
round, as a pedestal is made, a cubit and 
a half deep. At its opening there were 
carvings; and its panels were square, 
not round. 32 And the four wheels wens 
underneath the panels; the axles ol the 
wheels were of one piece with the 
stands; and the height of a wheel was a 
cubit and a half. 33 The wheels were 
made like a chariot wheel; their axles, 
their rims, their spokes, and their hubs, 
were all cast. 34 There were four sup-; 
ports at the four corners of each stand; 
the supports were of one piece with the 
stands. 35 And on the top of the stand 
there was a round band half a cubit 
high; and on the top of the stand its 
stays and its panels were of one piece 
with it. 36 And on the surfaces of its stays 
and on its panels, he carved cherubim, 
lions, and palm trees, according to the 
space of each, with wreaths round 
about. 37 After this manner he made the 
ten stands; all of them were cast alike, 
of the same measure and the same form. 

38 And he made ten lavers of bronze; 
each laver held forty baths, each Iaver 
measured four cubits, and there was a 
laver for each of the ten stands. 3y And 
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he set the stands, five on the south side Loro out of rlu. city of David, whLh is 


of the house, and five on the north side 
of the house; and ,he set the sea on the 
southeast corner of the house. 

410 Hiram also made the pois, the 
shovels, and the basins. So I brain fin¬ 
ished all the work that he did for King 
Solomon on the house of the Lord: 

the two pillars, the two bowls of the 
capitals that were on ;be raps of the 
pillars, and the two networks to cover 
the two bowls of the capitals dial were 
on the tops of the pillars; 42 arid the four 
hundred pomegranates for the two net¬ 
works, two rows of pomrgr.ire.rrs for 
each network. *'o cover the two hi. vhs of 
• he capitals dint were upon the pihars; 
42 die ten stands, and the ten layers 
upon die stands; 44 and the one sea, and 
the twelve oxen underneath the 
'15 Now the pots, the shovels, and die 
basins, all these vessels in the hou.w of 
the Lord, which Hiram made lor King, 
Solomon, were of burnt shed bronze. 
46 In the plain of the Jordan the king 
cast them, in ^ the clay ground between 
Succoih and Zarethan. 47 And Solomon 
left all the vessels unweighed, because 
there were so many of them; the weight 
of the bronze was not found out. 

48 So Solomon made all the vessels 
that were in the house of the Lord : the 
golden altar, the golden table for the 
bread of die Presence, 40 the lamp- 
stands of pure gold, five on the south 
side and five on the north, before the 
inner sanctuary; the flowers, the lamps, 
and the tongs, of gold; the cups, 
snuffers, basins, dishes ibr incense, and 
firepans, of pure gold; and the sockets 
of gold, for the doors of the innermost 
part of the house, the most holy place, 
and for the doors of the nave of the 
temple. 

51 Thus all the work that King Solo¬ 
mon did on the house of the Lord was 
finished. And Solomon brought in the 
things which David his father had 
dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the 
vessels, and stored them in the treasuries 
of the house of the Lord. 

S Then Solomon assembled the 
elders of Israel and all the heads of 
the tribes, the leaders of the fathers* 
houses of the people of Israel, before 
King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring 
up the ark of the covenant of the 

2 Gk: Heb lacks has set the sun in the heavens , but 
8.1-6: Rev 11.19. 6.10-11:2 Chron 5.13-14; Rev 15.8. 


Zion. 2 And all the men os Israel as¬ 
sembled to King Solomon at the feast in 
the mow b Lthaiurn, which is the 
seventh month. -Vino all the elders of 
Israel came, and the priests took un the 
ark. 4 Arid they brought up The ark of she 
Lord, the tent of meeting, and all the. 
holv vessels iha.i were in the tc.nl; ■ he 
priests and the Levitcs brought them 
up. YiO.d Kim Solomon and all die 
congregation of LsVuch v ho Lad as¬ 
sembled be : 'ove him, were with him be¬ 
fore the aw<, sacrificing so many sheep 
and oycn that Dry could not be counted 
or r.umbered. Then the priests 
brought the ark of the covenant rf the 
Lord to its place, in the inner sanctuary 
of the house, in the me sc holy place., 
underneath the wings of the cherubim. 
7 For the Cherubini spread out their 
wings over the place tn the ;u k, so that 
the cherubim made a cayenne; above the 
ark and its poles. : 'Aad the poles were so 
long that the ends of the roles were seen 
from the holy place before the inner 
sanctuary; but they could not be seen 
from outside; and they arc there to this 
day. 9 There war. nothing in the ark ex¬ 
cept the two tables of stone which 
Moses put there at Horeb. where the 
Lord made a covenant with the people 
of Israel, when they came out of the 
land of Egypt. 10 And when the priests 
came out of the holy place, a cloud 
filled the house of the Lord, 11 so that 
the priests could not stand to minister 
because of the cloud; for the glory of 
the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 

12 Then Solomon said, 

“The Lord has set the sun in the 
heavens, 

but* 1 has said that he would dwell 
in thick darkness. 

13 I have built thee an exalted house, 

a place for thee to dwell in for 
ever.** 

14 Then the king faced about, and 
blessed all the assembly of Israel, while 
all the assembly of Israel stood. i5 And 
he said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God 
of Israel, who with his hand has ful¬ 
filled what he promised with his mouth 
to David my father, saying, M ‘Since the 
day that I brought my people Israel out 
of Egypt, I chose no city in all the tribes 
of Israel in which to build a house, that 

8*12-50: 2 Chron. 6.1-39. 
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my name might be there; but I chose 
David to be over my people Israel.* 
17 Now it was in the heart of David my 
father to build a house for the name of 
the Lord., the God of Israel. 18 But 
the Lord said to David my father, 
“Whereas it was in your heart to build a 
house for my name, you did well that it 
was in your heart, 19 nevertheless you 
shall not build the house, but your son 
who shall be bom to you shall build the 
house for nay name/ 20 Now the Lord 
has fulfilled his promise which he made; 
for 1 have risen in the place of David 
toy father, and sit on the throne of 
Israel, as the Lord promised, and I 
have built the house for the mime of the 
Lord, the God of Israel. 21 And thes e 1 
have provided a place for the ark, in 
which is the covenant of die Lord 
which he made with our fathers, when 
he brought them out of the land of 
Egypt/* 

22 Then Solomon stood before the 
altar of the Lord in the presence of all 
die assembly of Israel, and spread forth 
hts hands toward heaven; 23 and said, 
‘Q Lord, God of Israel, there is no 
God like thee, in heaven above or on 
earth beneath, keeping covenant and 
showing steadfast love to thy servants 
who walk before thee with all their 
heart; 24 who hast kept with thy servant 
David my father what thou didst de¬ 
clare to him; yea, thou didst speak with 
thy mouth, and with thy hand hast ful¬ 
filled it this day. 25 Now therefore, O 
Lord, God of Israel, keep with thy 
servant David my father what thou hast 
promised him, saying, 'There shall 
never fail you a man before me to sit 
upon the throne of Israel, if only your 
sons take heed to their way, to walk 
before me as you have walked before 
me/ 26 Now therefore, O God of Israel, 
let thy word be confirmed, which thou 
hast spoken to thy servant David my 
father. 

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the 
earth? Behold, heaven and the highest 
heaven cannot contain thee; how much 
less this house which I have built! 
28 Yet have regard to the prayer of thy 
servant and to his supplication, O 
Lord my God, hearkening to the cry 
and to the prayer which thy servant 
prays before thee this day; 29 that thy 
eyes may be open night and day toward 

a Gk Syr: Heb the land 
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this house, the place of which thou hast 
said, ‘My name shall be there,* that thou 
mayest hearken to the prayer which thy 
servant offers toward this place. 30 And 
hearken thou to the supplication of thy 
servant and of thy people Israel, when 
they pray toward this place; yea, hear 
thou in heaven thy dwelling place; and 
when thou hcarest, forgive. 

31 “If a man sins against his neigh¬ 
bour and is made to take an oath, and 
comes and swears his oath before thine 
altar m this house, 32 then hear thou in 
heaven, and act, and judge thy servants, 
condemning the guilty by bringing his 
conduct upon his own head, and vin¬ 
dicating the righteous by rewarding 
him according to his righteousness. 

33 “When thy people Israel are de¬ 
feated before the enemy because they 
have sinned against thee, if they turn 
again to thee, and acknowledge thy 
name, and pray and make supplication 
to thee in this house ; 34 then hear thou 
in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 
people Israel, and bring them again to 
the land which thou gavest to their 
fathers. 

35 “When heaven is shut up and 
there is no rain because they* have 
sinned against thee, if they pray toward 
this place, and acknowledge thy name, 
and turn from their sin, when thou dost 
afflict them, 36 then hear thou in 
heaven, and forgive the sin of thy serv¬ 
ants, thy people Israel, when thou dost 
teach them the good way in which they 
should walk; and grant rain upon thy 
land, which thou hast given to thy 
people as an inheritance. 

37 “If there is famine in the land, if 
there is pestilence or blight or mildew 
or locust or caterpillar; if their enemy 
besieges them in any a of their cities; 
whatever plague, whatever sickness 
there is; 38 whatever prayer, whatever 
supplication is made by any man or by 
all thy people Israel, each knowing the 
affliction of his own heart and stretching 
out his hands toward this house; 39 then 
hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, 
and forgive, and act, and render to each 
whose heart thou knowest, according to 
all his ways (for thou, thou only, know¬ 
est the hearts of all the children of men); 
40 that they may fear thee all the days 
that they live in the land which thou 
gavest to our fathers. 
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41 “Likewise when a foreigner, who 
is not of thy people Israel, comes from a 
far country for thy name’s sake 42 (for 
they shall hear of thy great name, and 
thy mighty hand, and of thy out¬ 
stretched arm), when he comes and 
prays toward this house, 43 hear thou in 
heaven thy dwelling place, and do ac¬ 
cording to all for which the foreigner 
calls to thee; in order that all the peo¬ 
ples of the earth may know thy name 
and fear thee, as do thy people Israel, 
and that they may know that this house 
which I have built is called by thy 
name. 

44 “If thy people go out to battle 
against their enemy, by whatever way 
thou shalt send them, and they pray to 
the Lord toward the city which thou 
hast chosen and the house which I have 
built for thy name, 45 then hear thou in 
heaven their prayer and their supplica¬ 
tion, and maintain their cause. 

46 “If they sin against thee—for there 
is no man who does not sin—and thou 
art angry with them, and dost give them 
to an enemy, so that they are carried 
away captive to the land of the enemy, 
far off or near; 47 yet if they lay it to 
heart in the land to which they have 
been carried captive, and repent, and 
make supplication to thee in the land of 
their captors, saying, ‘We have sinned, 
and have acted perversely and wicked¬ 
ly’ ; 48 if they repent with all their mind 
and with all their heart in the land of 
their enemies, who carried them cap¬ 
tive, and pray to thee toward their land, 
which thou gavest to their fathers, the 
city which thou hast chosen, and the 
house which I have built for thy name; 
49 then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling 
place their prayer and their supplica¬ 
tion, and maintain their cause 50 and 
forgive thy people who have sinned 
against thee, and all their transgressions 
which they have committed against 
thee; and grant them compassion in the 
sight of those who carried them captive, 
that they may have compassion on them 
51 (for they are thy people, and thy 
heritage, which thou didst bring out of 
Egypt, from the midst of the iron 
furnace). 52 Let thy eyes be open to the 
supplication of thy servant, and to the 
supplication of thy people Israel, giving 
ear to them whenever they call to thee. 
53 For thou didst separate them from 

* Gk: Heb seven days and seven days, fourteen dayi 


among all the peoples of the earth, to 
be thy heritage, as thou didst declare 
through Moses, thy servant, when thou 
didst bring our fathers out of Egypt, O 
Lord God.” 

54 Now as Solomon finished offering 
all this prayer and supplication to the 
Lord, he arose from before the altar of 
the Lord, where he had knelt with 
hands outstretched toward heaven; 
55 and he stood, and blessed all the 
assembly of Israel with a loud voice, 
saying, 56 “Blessed be the Lord who has 
given rest to his people Israel, according 
to all that he promised; not one word 
has failed of all his good promise, which 
he uttered by Moses his servant. 57 The 
Lord our God be with us, as he was 
with our fathers; may he not leave us or 
forsake us; 5 » that he may incline our 
hearts to him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, his 
statutes, and his ordinances, which he 
commanded our fathers. 5< > Let these 
words of mine, wherewith I have made 
supplication before the Lord, be near 
to the Lord our God day and night, and 
may he maintain the cause of his serv¬ 
ant, and the cause of his people Israel, 
as each day requires; that all the 
peoples of the earth may know that the 
Lord is God; there is no other. 61 Let 
your heart therefore be wholly true to 
the Lord our God, walking in his 
statutes and keeping his command¬ 
ments, as at this day.” 

62 Then the king, and all Israel with 
him, offered sacrifice before the Lord. 

63 Solomon offered as peace offerings to 
the Lord twenty-two thousand oxen 
and a hundred and twenty thousand 
sheep. So the king and all the people of 
Israel dedicated the house of the Lord. 

64 The same day the king consecrated 
the middle of the court that was before 
the house of the Lord; for there he 
offered the burnt offering and the cereal 
offering and the fat pieces of the peace 
offerings, because the bronze altar that 
was before the Lord was too small to 
receive the burnt offering and the cereal 
offering and the fat pieces of the peace 
offerings. 

65 So Solomon held the feast at that 
time, and all Israel with him, a great 
assembly, from the entrance of Hamath 
to the Brook of Egypt, before the Lord 
our God, seven days.* 66 On the eighth 

(.62-66: 2 Chron 7.4-10. 
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day he sent the people away; and they 
blessed the king, and went to their 
homes joyful and glad of heart for all 
the goodness that the Lord had shown 
to David his servant and to Israel his 
people. 

When Solomon had finished build¬ 
ing the house of the Lord and the 
king's house and all that Solomon de¬ 
sired to build, 2 the Lord appeared to 
Solomon a second time, as he had ap¬ 
peared to him at Gibeon. 3 And the 
Lord said to him, “I have heard your 
prayer and your supplication, which you 
have made before me; I have con¬ 
secrated this house which you have 
built, and put my name there for ever; 
my eyes and my heart will be there for 
all time. 4 And as for you, if you will 
walk before me, as David your father 
walked, with integrity of heart and up¬ 
rightness, doing according to all that l 
have commanded you, and keeping my 
statutes and my ordinances, 5 then I 
will establish your royal throne over 
Israel for ever, as I promised David 
your father, saying, ‘There shall not 
fail you a man upon the throne of 
Israel.' 6 But if you turn aside from 
following me, you or your children, and 
do not keep my commandments and my 
statutes which I have set before you, but 
go and serve other gods and worship 
them, 7 then I will cut off Israel from 
the land which I have given them; and 
the house which I have consecrated for 
my name I will cast out of my sight; and 
Israel will become a proverb and a by¬ 
word among all peoples. 8 And this 
house will become a heap of ruins;* 
everyone passing by it will be aston¬ 
ished, and will hiss; and they will say, 
‘Why has the Lord done thus to this 
land and to this house? 9 9 Then they 
will say, ‘Because they forsook the 
Lord their God who brought their 
fathers out of the land of Egypt, and 
laid hold on other gods, and worshipped 
them and served them; therefore the 
Lord has brought all this evil upon 
them. 9 99 

10 At the end of twenty years, in 
which Solomon had built the two 
houses, the house of the Lord and the 
king’s house, 11 and Hiram king of 
Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar 
and cypress timber and gold, as much 
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as he desired. King Solomon gave to 
Hiram twenty cities in the land of 
Galilee. 12 But when Hiram came from 
Tyre to see the cities which Solomon 
had given him, they did not please him. 
13 Therefore he said, “What kind of 
cities are these which you have given 
me, my brother?" So they are called the 
land of Cabul to this day. 14 Hiram had 
sent to die king one hundred and twenty 
talents of gold. 

15 And this is the account of the 
forced labour which King Solomon 
levied to build the house of the Lord 
and his own house and the Mitlo and 
the wall of Jerusalem and Hazor and 
Megid'do and Gezer 16 (Pharaoh king 
of Egypt had gone up and captured 
Gezer and burnt it with fire, and had 
slain the Canaanites who dwelt in the 
city, and had given it as dowry to his 
daughter, Solomon's wife; 17 so Solo¬ 
mon rebuilt Gezer) and Lower Beth- 
horon 1S and Ba'alath and Tamar in the 
wilderness, in the land of Judah, rf 19 and 
all the store-cities that Solomon had, 
and the cities for his chariots, and the 
cities for his horsemen, and whatever 
Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, 
in Lebanon, and in ail the land of his 
dominion. 20 A11 the people who were 
left of the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Per'izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb'u- 
sites, who were not of the people of 
Israel— 21 their descendants who were 
left after them in the land, whom the 
people of Israel were unable to destroy 
utterly—these Solomon made a forced 
levy of slaves, and so they are to this 
day. 22 But of the people of Israel Solo¬ 
mon made no slaves; they were the 
soldiers, they were his officials, his 
commanders, his captains, his chariot 
commanders and his horsemen. 

23 These were the chief officers who 
were over Solomon’s work: five hun¬ 
dred and fifty, who had charge of the 
people who carried on the work. 

24 But Pharaoh’s daughter went up 
from the city of David to her own house 
which Solomon had built for her; then 
he built the Millo. 

25 Three times a year Solomon used 
to offer up burnt offerings and peace 
offerings upon the altar which he built 
to the Lord, burning incense* before 
the Lord. So he finished the house. 


f Syr Old Latin: Heb high d Heb lacks of Judah f Gk: Heb bunting incense tnth it which 
9 . 1 - 9 : 2 Chron 7.11-22. 9.10-28: 2 Chron 8.1-18. 
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26 King Solomon built a fleet of ships 
at E'zion-ge'ber, which is near Eloth on 
the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of 
Edom. 27 And Hiram sent with the fleet 
his servants, seamen who were familiar 
with the sea, together with the servants 
of Solomon; 28 and they went to Ophir, 
and brought from there gold, to the 
amount of four hundred and twenty 
talents; and they brought it to King 
Solomon. 

1A Now when the queen of Sheba 
Iv heard of the fame of Solomon 
concerning the name of the Lord, she 
came to test him with hard questions. 
2 She came to Jerusalem with a very 
great retinue, with camels bearing 
spices, and very much gold, and 
precious stones; and when she came to 
Solomon, she told him all that was on 
her mind. 3 And Solomon answered all 
her questions; there was nothing hidden 
from the king which he could no? ex¬ 
plain to her. 4 And when the queen of 
Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solo¬ 
mon, the house that he had built, 5 the 
food of his table, the seating of his 
officials, and the attendance of his 
servants, their clothing, his cupbearers, 
and his burnt offerings which he offered 
at the house of the Lord, there was no 
more spirit in her. 

6 And she said to the king, <s The 
report was true which I heard in my 
own land of your affairs and of your 
wisdom, 7 but I did not believe the re¬ 
ports until I came and my own eyes had 
seen it; and, behold, the half was not 
told me; your wisdom and prosperity 
surpass the report which I heard. 
8 Happy are your wives V Happy are 
these your servants, who continually 
stand before you and hear your wis¬ 
dom! 9 Blessed be the Lord your God, 
who has delighted in you and set you 
on the throne of Israeli Because the 
Lord loved Israel for ever, he has 
made you king, that you may execute 
justice and righteousness.*’ 10 Then she 
gave the king a hundred and twenty 
talents of gold, and a very great quantity 
of spices, and precious stones; never 
again came such an abundance of spices 
as these which the queen of Sheba gave 
to King Solomon. 

II Moreover the fleet of Hiram, 
which brought gold from Ophir, 

f Gk Syr: Heb men ? Or baboons 
10.1-29* 2 Chron 9.1-28. 


brought from Ophir a very great amount 
of ahnug wood and precious stones. 
l? And the king made of the aimug wood 
supports for the house of the Lord, and 
for the king’s house, lyres also and 
harps for the singers; no such aimug 
wood has come or been seen, to this day- 

13 And King Solomon gave to the 
queen of Sheba all that she desired, 
whatever she asked besides what was 
given her by the bounty of King Solo¬ 
mon. So she turned and went back to 
her own land, with her servants. 

14 Now the weight of gold that came 
to Solomon in one year was six hundred 
and sixty-six talents of gold, 15 besides 
that which came from the traders and 
from the traffic of the merchants, and 
from all the kings of Arabia and from 
the governors of the land. l & King Solo¬ 
mon made two hundred large shields of 
beaten gold; six.hundred shekels of gold 
went into each shield. * 7 And he made 
three hundred shields of beaten gold; 
three minas of gold went into each 
shield; and the king put them in the 
House of the Forest of Lebanon. 1S The 
king also made a great ivory throne, and 
overlaid it with the finest gold. 19 The 
throne had six steps, and at tire back of 
the throne was a calf s head, and on 
each side of the seat were arm rests and 
two lions standing beside the arm rests, 
20 while twelve lions stood there, one on 
each end of a step on the six steps. The 
like of it was never made in any king¬ 
dom. 21 All King Solomon’s drinking 
vessels were of gold, and all the vessels 
of the House of the Forest of Lebanon 
were of pure gold; none were of silver, 
it was nor. considered as anything in the 
days of Solomon. 22 For the king had a 
fleet of ships of Tarshish at sea with 
the fleet of Hiram. Once every three 
years the fleet of ships of Tarshish used 
to come bringing gold, silver, ivory, 
apes, and peacocks.? 

23 Thus King Solomon excelled all 
the kings of the earth in riches and in 
wisdom. 24 And the whole earth sought 
the presence of Solomon to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put into his 
mind. 25 Every one of them brought his 
present, articles of silver and gold, 
garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and 
mules, so much year by year. 

26 And Solomon gathered together 
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chariots and horsemen; he had fourteen 
hundred chariots and twelve thousand 
horsemen, whom he stationed in the 
chariot cities and with the king in Jeru¬ 
salem. 27 And the king made silver as 
common in Jerusalem as stone, and he 
made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore 
of the Shephe'lah, - 28 And Solomon’s 
import of horses was from Egypt and 
Ku'e, and the king’s traders received 
them from Ku'e at a price. 2y A chariot 
could be imported from Egypt for six 
hundred shekels of silver, and a horse 
for a hundred and fifty; and so through 
the king’s traders they were exported to 
all the kings of the Hittites and the 
kings of Syria. 

U Now King Solomon loved many 
foreign women: the daughter of 
Pharaoh, and Moabite, Ammonite, 
E'domite, Sido'nian, and Hittite women, 
2 from the nations concerning which the 
Lord had said to die people of Israel, 
“You shall not enter into marriage with 
them, neither shall they with you, for 
surely they will turn away your heart 
after their gods”; Solomon clung to 
these in love. 3 He had seven hundred 
wives, princesses, and three hundred 
concubines; and his wives turned away 
his heart. 4 For when Solomon was old 
his wives turned away his heart after 
other gods; and his heart was not wholly 
true to the Lord his God, as was the 
heart of David his father. 5 For Solo¬ 
mon went after Ash'toreth the goddess 
of the Sido'nians, and after Milcom the 
.abomination of the Ammonites. 6 So 
Solomon did what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, and did not wholly follow 
the Lord, as David his father had done. 
1 Then Solomon built a high place for 
Chemosh the abomination of Moab, 
and for Molech the abomination of the 
Ammonites, on the mountain east of 
Jerusalem. 8 And so he did for all his 
foreign wives, who burned .incense and 
sacrificed to their, gods. 

9 And the Lord was angry with Solo¬ 
mon, because his heart had turned away 
from the Lord, the God of Israel, who 
had appeared to him twice, 10 and had 
commanded him concerning this tiling, 
that he should not go after other gods; 
but he did. not keep what the Lord 
commanded. 11 Therefore the Lord said 
to Solomon, “Since this has been your 
mind and. you have not kept my cove¬ 
nant and my statutes which I have com¬ 


manded you, I will surely tear the king¬ 
dom from you and will give it to your 
servant. 12 Yet for the sake of David 
your father I will not do it in your d^ys* 
but I will tear it out of the hand of your 
son. 13 However I will not tear away all 
the kingdom; but I will give one tribe 
to your son, for the sake of David my 
servant and for the sake of Jerusalem 
which I have chosen.” 

14 And the Lord raised up an ad¬ 
versary against Solomon, Hadad the 
E'domite; he was of the royal house in. 
Edom. 15 For when David was in 
Edom, and Jo'ab the commander of the 
army went up to bury the slain,* he slew 
every male in Edom 16 (for Jo'ab and all 
Israel remained there six months, until 
he had cut off every male in Edom); 
* 7 but Hadad fled to Egypt, together 
with certain Edomites of his father’s 
servants, Hadad being yet a little child.. 
118 They set out from Mud ian and came 
to Paran, and took men with them from 
Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh 
king of Egypt, who gave him a house, 
and assigned him an allowance of food, 
and gave him land. 19 And Hadad found 
great favour in the sight of Pharaoh, so 
that he gave him in marriage the sister 
of his own wife, the sister of Tah'renes 
the queen. 20 And the sister of Tah penes 
bore him Genu "bath his son, whom 
Tali'penes weaned in Pharaoh’s house; 
and Genubath was in Pharaoh*? house 
among the sons of Pharaoh. 21 But 
when Hadad heard in Egypt that David 
slept with his fathers and that Jo'ab the 
commander of the army was dead,. 
Hadad said to Pharaoh s “Let me de-. 
part, that I may go to my own country.” 
22 But Pharaoh said to him, “What have 
you lacked with me that you arc now 
seeking to go to your own country?” 
.And he said to him, “Only let xno go.” 

23 God also raised up as an adversary 
to him, Rezon the son of Eli'ada, who 
had fled from his master Hadade'zer 
king of Zobah. 24 And he gathered, men 
about him - and became leader of a 
marauding band, after the slaughter by 
David; and they went to Damascus, and 
dwelt there, and made him king in 
Damascus. *5 He-was an adversary of 
Israel all the days of Solomon, doing 
mischief as Hadad did; and he abhorred 
Israel, and reigned over Syria. 

26 Jcrobo'am the son of Nebat, an 
E'phraimite of Zer'cdah, a servant of 
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Solomon, whose mother’s name was I built for David, and I will give Israel 
Zeru'ah, a widow, also lifted up his to you. 39 And I will for this afflict the 
hand against the king. 21 And this was descendants of David, but not for 
the reason why he lifted up his hand ever.’ ” 40 Solomon sought therefore to 
against the king. Solomon built the kill jerobo'am; but Jerobo'am arose, 
Millo, and closed up the breach of the and fled into Egypt, to Shishak king of 
city of David his father. 28 The man Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death 
Jerobo'am was very able, and when of Solomon. 

Solomon saw that the young man was 41 Now the rest of the acts of Solo- 
industrious he gave him charge over all mon, and all that he did, and his wis- 
the forced labour of the house of Joseph, dom, are they not written in the book 
29 And at that time, when Jerobo'am of the acts of Solomon? 42 And the time 
went out of Jerusalem, the prophet that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over 
Ahi'jah the Shi'lonite found him on the all Israel was forty years. 43 And Solo- 
road. Now Ahi'jah had dad himself mon slept with his fathers, and was 
with a new garment; and the two of buried in the city of David his father; 
them were alone in the open country, and Rehobo'am his son reigned in Iris 
30 Then Ahi'jah laid hold of the new stead. 

garment that was on him, and tore it i Rehobo'am went to Shechem, 
into twelve pieces. 31 And he said to JL-Arf for all Israel had come to She- 
Jerobo'am, “Take for yourself ten chem to make him king. 2 And when 
pieces; for thus says the Lord, the God Jerobo'am the son of Nebat heard of it 
of Israel, ‘Behold, 1 am about to tear the (for he was still in Egypt, whither he 
kingdom from the hand of Solomon, had fled from King Solomon), then 
and will give you ten tribes 32 (but he jerobo'am returned from 1 Egypt. 3 And 
shall have one tribe, for the sake of my they sent and called him ; and jerobo'am 
servant David and for the sake of and all the assembly of Israel came and 
Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen said to Rehobo'am, 4 “Your father made 
out of all the tribes of Israel), 33 because our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten 
he has* forsaken me, and worshipped the hard service of your father and his 
Ash'toreth the goddess of the Sido'- heavy yoke upon us, and we will serve 
nians, Chemosh the god of Moab, and you.” 5 He said to them, “Depart for 
Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and three days, then come again to me.” So 
has* not walked in my ways, doing what the people went away, 
is right in my sight and keeping my 6 Then King Rehobo'am took coun¬ 
statutes and my ordinances, as David sel with the old men, who had stood 
his father did. 34 Nevertheless I will not before Solomon his hither while he was 
take the whole kingdom out of his hand; yet alive, saying, “How do you advise 
but I will make him Tuler all the days of me to answer this people?” 7 And they 
his life, for the sake of David my servant said to him, “If you will be a servant to 
whom I chose, who kept my command- this people today and serve them, and 
ments and my statutes; 35 but I will speak good words to them when you 
take the kingdom out of his son’s hand, answer them, then they will be your 
and will give it to you, ten tribes. 36 Yet servants for ever.” 8 But he forsook the 
to his son I will give one tribe, that counsel which the old men gave him, 
David my servant may always have a and took counsel with the young men 
lamp before me in Jerusalem, the city who had grown up with him and stood 
where I have chosen to put my name, before him. 9 And he said to them, 
37 And I will take you, and you shall “What do you advise that we answer 
reign over all that your soul desires, and this people who have said to me, 
you shall be king over Israel. 38 And if ‘Lighten the yoke that your father put 
you will hearken to all that I command upon us*?” 10 And the young men who 
you, and will walk in my ways, and do had grown up with him said to him, 
what is right in my eyes by keeping my “Thus shall you speak to this people 
statutes and my commandments, as who said to you, ‘Your father made our 
David my servant did, I will be with yoke heavy, but do you lighten it for 
you, and will build you a sure house, as us’; thus shall you say to them, ‘My 

* Gk Syr Vg: Heb they have 1 Gk Vg Compare 2 Chron 10.2: Heb dwelt 
11.42-43: 2 Chron 9.10-31. 12.1-19: 2 Chron 10.1-19. 
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little finger is thicker than my father’s 
loins. il And now, whereas my father 
laid upon you a heavy yoke, I will add 
to your yoke. My father chastised you 
with whips, hut 1 will chastise you with 
scorpions.’ ” 

12 So Jeroboam and all the people 
came to Rehobo'am the third day, as 
the king said, “Come to me again the 
third day.” 13 And the king answered the 
people harshly, and forsaking the coun¬ 
sel which the old men had given him, 
14 he spoke to them according to the 
counsel of the young men, saying, “My 
father made your yoke heavy , but I will 
add to your yoke; my father chastised 
you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions.” So the king did not 
hearken to the people; for it was a turn 
of affairs brought about by the Lord 
that he might fulfil his word, which the 
Lord spoke by Ahi iah the Shi'lonite to 
Jerobo am the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the 
king did not hearken to them, the people 
answered the king, 

“What portion have we in David? 

Wc have no inheritance in the son 
of Jesse. 

To your tents, O Israel 5 
.Look now to your own house, 
David.” 

So Israel departed to their tents. 17 But 
Rehobo am reigned over the people of 
Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah. 
18 Then King Rehobo "am sent Ado - 
ram, who was taskmaster over the 
forced labour, and all Israel stoned him 
to death with stones. And King Re¬ 
hobo'am made haste to mount his 
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So Israel 
has been in rebellion against the house 
of David to this day. 20 And when all 
Israel heard that Jerobo'am had re¬ 
turned, they sent and called him to the 
assembly and made him king over all 
Israel. There was none that followed 
the house of David, but the tribe of 
Judah only. 

21 When Rehobo'am came to Jeru¬ 
salem, he assembled all the house of 
Judah, and the tribe of Benjamin, a 
hundred and eighty thousand chosen 
warriors, to fight against the house of 
Israel, to restore the kingdom to Re- 
hobo'am the son of Solomon. 22 But the 
word of God came to Shemai'ah the 

J Gk: Heb went to the one as far as Dost 
12.22-24: 2 Chron 11.1-4. 


man of God: 23 “Say to Rehobo'am 
the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and 
to all the house of Judah and Benjamin, 
and to the rest of the people, 24 ‘Thus 
says the Lord, You shall not go up or 
fight against your kinsmen the people of 
Israel. Return every man to his home, 
for this thing is from me.’ ” So they 
hearkened to the word of the Lord, and 
went home again, according to the word 
of the Lord. 

25 Then Jerobo'am built Shechc-m 
in the hill country of E 'phi-aim, and 
dwelt there; and he went out from there 
ana built Fenu'el. 26 And Jerobo'am said 
in his heart, “Now the kingdom will 
turn back to the house of David; 27 if 
this people go up to offer sacrifices in 
the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, 
then the heart of this people will turn 
again to their lord, to Rehobo'am king 
of Judah, and they will kill me and re¬ 
turn to Rehobo'am king of Judah.” 
28 So the king took counsel, and made 
two calves of gold. And he said to the 
people, “You have gone up to Jerusalem 
long enough. Behold your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt.” 29 And he set one in 
Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 
30 And this thing became a sin, for the 
people went to the one at Bethel and to 
the other as far as Dan. ' 31 He also made 
houses on high places, and appointed 
priests from among all the people, who 
were not of the Levites. 32 And Jerobo'¬ 
am appointed a feast on the fifteenth day 
of the eighth month like the feast that 
was in Judah, and he offered sacrifices 
upon the altar; so he did in Bethel, 
sacrificing to the calves that he had 
made. And he placed in Bethel the 
priests of the high places that he had 
made. 33 He went up to the altar which 
he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth 
day in the eighth month, in the month 
which he had devised of his own heart; 
and he ordained a feast for the people of 
Israel, and went up to the altar to bum 
incense. 

B And behold, a man of God 
came out of Judah by the word of 
the Lord to Bethel. Jerobo'am was 
standing by the altar to bum incense. 
2 And the man cried against the altar by 
the word of the Lord, and said, “O 
altar, altar, thus says the Lord; ‘Behold, 
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a son shall be bom to the house of 
David, josi'ah by name; and he shall 
sacrifice upon you the priests of the high 
places who burn incense upon you, and 
men’s bones shall be burned upon 
you/ ” 3 And he gave a sign the same 
day, saying, “This is the sign that the 
Lord has spoken: ‘Behold, the altar 
shall be tom down, and the ashes that 
are upon it shall be poured out/ ” 4 And 
when the king heard the saying of the 
man of God, which he cried against the 
altar at Bethel, Jerobo'am stretched out 
his hand from the altar, saying, “Lay 
hold of him/’ And his hand, which he 
stretched out against him, dried up, so 
that he could not draw it back to him¬ 
self. 5 The altar also was tom down, and 
the ashes poured out from the altar, 
according to the sign which the man of 
God had given by the word of the 
Lord, 6 And the king said to the man of 
God, “Entreat now the favour of the 
Lord your God, and pray for me, that 
my hand may be restored to me/ 1 And 
the man of God entreated the Lord; 
and the king’s hand was restored to him, 
and became as it was before. 7 And the 
king said to the man of God, “Come 
home with me, and refresh yourself, and 
I will give you a reward.” 8 And the man 
of God said to the king, “If you give me 
half your house, I will not go in with 
you. And I will not eat bread or drink 
water in this place; 9 for so was it com¬ 
manded me by the word of the Lord, 
saying, ‘You shall neither eat bread, nor 
drink water, nor return by the way that 
you came/ ” 10 So he went another way, 
and did not return by the way that he 
canie to Bethel. 

11 Now there dwelt an old prophet 
in Bethel. And his sons* came and told 
him all that the man of God had done 
that .day in Bethel; the words also which 
he had spoken to the king, they told to 
their father. 12 And their father said to 
them, “Which way did he go?” And 
his sons showed him the way which the 
man of God who came from Judah had 
gone. 13 And he said to his sons, “Saddle 
the ass for me.” So they saddled the ass 
for him and he mounted it. 14 And he 
went after the man of God, and found 
him sitting under an oak; and he said to 
him, “Are you the man of God who 
came from Judah?” And he said, “I 


Jeroboam warned 
home with me and eat bread.” 16 And he 
said, “1 may not return with you, or 
go in with you; neither will I eat bread 
nor drink water with you in this place; 
17 for it was said to me by the word of 
the Lord, ‘You shall neither eat bread 
nor drink water there, nor return by the 
way that you came/ ” 18 And he said to 
him, “I also am a prophet as you are, 
and an angel spoke to me by the word of 
the Lord, saying, ‘Bring him back with 
you into your house that he may cat 
bread and drink water/ ” But he lied to 
him, 19 So he went back with him, and 
ate bread in his house, and drank water. 

20 And as they sat at the table, the 
word of the Lord came to the prophet 
who had brought him back; 2J and he 
cried to the man of God who came from 
Judah, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Because 
you have disobeyed the word of the 
Lord, and have not kept the command¬ 
ment which the Lord your God com¬ 
manded you, 22 but have come back, 
and have eaten bread and drunk water 
in the place of which he said to you, 
“Eat no bread, and drink no water”; 
your body shall not come to the tomb 
of your fathers/ ” 23 And after he had 
eaten bread and drunk, he saddled the 
ass for the prophet whom he had 
brought back. 24 And as he went away a 
lion met him on the road and killed 
him. And his body was thrown in the 
road, and the ass stood beside it; the 
lion also stood beside the body. 25 And 
behold, men passed by, and saw the 
body thrown in the road, and the lion 
standing by the body. And they came 
and told it in the city where the old 
prophet dwelt. 

26 And when the prophet who had 
brought him back from the way heard 
of it, he said, “It is the man of God, 
who disobeyed the word of the Lord; 
therefore the Lord has given him to the 
lion, which has tom him and slain him, 
according to the word which the Lord 
spoke to him.” 27 And he said to his 
sons, “Saddle the ass for me.” And they 
saddled it. 28 And he went and found his 
body thrown in the road, and the ass 
and the lion standing beside the body. 
The lion had not eaten the body or torn 
the ass. 29 And the prophet took up the 
body of the man of Goa and laid it upon 
the ass, and brought it back to the city, 1 
to mourn and to bury him. 30 And he 
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am.” 15 Then he said to him, “Come 

* Gk Syr Vg: Heb son * Gk: Heb he came so the city of the old prophet 



Jeroboam condemned 313 t KINGS 14 

laid the body in his own grave; and they have gone and made for yourself other 


mourned over him, saying, “Alas, my 
brother!” 31 And after he had buried 
him, he said to his sons, “When I die, 
bury me in the grave in which the man 
of God is buried; lay my bones beside 
his bones, 32 For the saying which he 
cried by the word of the Lord against 
the altar in Bethel, and against all the 
houses of the high places which are in 
the dries of Samar'ia, shall surely come 
to pass.” 

33 After this thing Jerobo'am did not 
turn from his evil way, but made priests 
for the high places again from among 
all the people; any who would, he con¬ 
secrated to be priests of the high places. 
34 And this thing became sin to the house 
of Jerobo'am, so as to cut it off and to 
destroy it from the face of the earth. 

M At that time Abi'jah the son of 
Jerobo am fell sick. 2 And Jerobo ¬ 
am said to his wife, “Arise, and disguise 
yourself, that it be not known that you 
are the wife of Jerobo'am, and go to 
Shiloh; behold, Ahi jah the prophet is 
there, who said of me that I should be 
king over this people. 3 Take with you 
ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of 
honey, and go to him; he will tell you 
what shall happen to the child.” 

4 Jerobo'am' , s wife did so; she arose, 
and went to Shiloh, and came to the 
house of Ahi'jah. Now Ahi3ah could 
not see, for his eyes were dim because 
of his age. 5 And the Lord said to Ahi'- 
jah, “Behold, the wife of Jerobo'am is 
coming to inquire of you concerning her 
son; for he is sick. Thus and thus shall 
you say to her.” 

When she came, she pretended to 
be another woman. 6 But when Ahi'jah 
heard the sound of her feet, as she came 
in at the door, he said, “Come in, wife 
of Jerobo'am ; why do you pretend to be 
another? For I am charged with heavy 
tidings for you. 7 Go, tell Jerobo'am, 
‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 
“Because I exalted you from among the 
people, and made you leader over my 
people Israel, 8 and tore the kingdom 
away from the house of David and gave 
it to you; and yet you have not been like 
my servant David, who kept my com¬ 
mandments, and followed me with all 
his heart, doing only that which was 
right in my eyes, 9 but you have done 
evil above all that were before you and 

m Heb obscure 


gods, and molten images, provoking 
me to anger, and have cast me behind 
your back; 10 therefore behold, I will 
bring evil upon the house of Jerobo'am, 
and will cut oh from Jerobo'am every 
male, both bond and free in Israel, and 
will utterly consume the house of 
Jerobo'am, as a man burns up dung 
until it is all gone. 11 Any one belonging 
to jerobo'am who dies in the city the 
dogs shall eat.; and any one who dies in 
the open country the birds of the air 
shall eat; for the Lord has spoken it.” * 
12 Arise therefore, go to your house. 
When your feet enter the city, the child 
shall die. 13 And all Israel shall mourn 
lor him, and bury him; for he only of 
Jerobo'am shall come to the grave, be¬ 
cause in him there is found something 
pleasing to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
in the house of jerobo'am. 14 Moreover 
the Lord will raise up for himself a king 
over Israel, who shall cut off the house 
of jerobo'am today. And henceforth"* 
15 the Lord will smite Israel, as a reed 
is shaken in the water, and root up 
Israel out of this good land which he 
gave to their fathers, and scatter them 
beyond the Eu-phra'tes, because they 
have made their Ashe'rim, provoking 
the Lord to anger. K 'And he will give 
Israel up because of the sins of jerobo'¬ 
am, which he sinned and which he made 
Israel to sin.” 

17 Then Jerobo'am’s wife arose, and 
departed, and came to Tirzah. And as 
she came to the threshold of the house, 
the child died. 18 And all Israel buried 
him and mourned for him, according to 
the word of the Lord, which he spoke 
by his servant Ahi'jah the prophet. 
19 Now the rest of the acts of Jerobo'am, 
how he warred and how he reigned, be¬ 
hold, they arc written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 20 And 
the time that Jerobo'am reigned was 
twenty-two years; and he slept with his 
fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in 
his stead. 

21 Now Rehobo'am the son of Solo¬ 
mon reigned in Judah. Rehobo'am was 
forty-one years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned seventeen years in 
Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to 
put his name there. His mother’s name 
was N a'amah the Ammonitess. 22 And 
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Judah did what was evil in the sight of war between Rehobo'am and Jerobo'am 
the Lord, and they provoked him to all the days of his life. 7 The rest of the 


jealousy with their sins which they com¬ 
mitted, more than all that their fathers 
had done. 23 For they also built for 
themselves high places, and pillars, and 
Ashe'rim on every high hill and under 
every green tree; 24 and there were also 
male cult prostitutes in the land. They 
did according to all the abominations of 
the nations which the Lord drove out 
before the people of Israel. 

25 In the fifth year of King Rehobo - 
am, Shishak king of Egypt came up 
against Jerusalem; 26 he took away the 
treasures of the house of the Lord and 
the treasures of the king’s house; he 
took away everything. He also took away 
all the shields of gold which Solomon 
had made; 27 and King Rehobo am 
made in their stead shields of bronze, 
and committed them to the hands of the 
officers of the guard, who kept the door 
of the king’s house,, 28 And as often as 
the king went into the house of the 
Lord, the guard bore them and brought 
them back to the guardroom. 

29 Now the rest of the acts of Re¬ 
hobo'am, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron¬ 
icles of the Kings of Judah? 30 And there 
was war between Rehobo "am and Jero¬ 
bo'am continually. 31 And Rehobo'am 
slept with his fathers and was buried 
with his fathers in the city of David. 
His mother’s name was Na'amah the 
Ammonitess. And Abi'jam his son 
reigned in his stead. 

£ Now in the eighteenth year of 
J.J* King Jerobo'am the son of 
Nebat, Abi'jam began to reign over 
Judah. 2 He reigned for three years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Ma'acah the daughter of Abish'alom. 

3 And he walked in all the sins which his 
father did before him; and his heart 
was not wholly true to the Lord his 
God, as the heart of David his father. 

4 Nevertheless for David’s sake the 
Lord his God gave him a lamp in 
Jerusalem, setting up his son after him, 
and establishing Jerusalem; 5 because 
David did what was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, and did not turn aside from 
anything that he commanded him all 
the days of his life, except in the matter 
of Uri'ah the Hittite. 6 Now there was 
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acts of Abi'jam, and all that he did, are 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? And 
there was war between Abi'jam and 
Jerobo'am. 8 And Abi 'jam slept with his 
fathers ; and they buried him in the city 
of David. And Asa his son reigned in 
his stead. 

9 In the twentieth year of Jerobo'am 
king of Israel Asa began to reign over 
Judah, 10 and he reigned forty-one 
years in Jerusalem, His mother’s name 
was Ma'acah the daughter of Abish'¬ 
alom. 11 And Asa did what was right in 
the eyes of the Lord, as David his 
father had done, ^ He put away the 
male cult prostitutes out of the land, 
and removed ail the idols that his fathers 
had made. 13 He also removed Ma acah 
his mother from being queen mother 
because she had an abominable image 
made for Ashe'rah; and Asa cut down 
her image and burned it at the brook 
Kidron. i4 But the high places were not 
taken away. Nevertheless the heart of 
Asa was wholly true to the Lord all his 
days. 15 And he brought into the house 
of the Lord the votive gifts of his father 
and his own votive gifts, silver, and 
gold, and vessels. 

16 And there was war between Asa 
and Ba'asha king of Israel all their days. 
17 Ba'asha king of Israel went up against 
Judah, and built Ramah, that he might 
permit no one to go out or come in to 
Asa king of Judah. 18 Then Asa took all 
the silver and the gold that were left in 
the treasures of the house of the Lord 
and the treasures of the king’s house, 
and gave them into the hands of his 
servants; and King Asa sent them to 
Ben-ha dad the son of Tabrim'mon, the 
son of He'zi-on, king of Syria, who 
dwelt in Damascus, saying, 19 “Let 
there be a league between me and you, 
as between my father and your father: 
behold, I am sending to you a present 
of silver and gold; go, break your league 
with Ba'asha king of Israel, that he may 
withdraw from me.” 20 And Ben-ha'dad 
hearkened to King Asa, and sent the 
commanders of his armies against the 
cities of Israel, and conquered I'jon, 
Dan, A'bel-beth-ma'acah, and all Chin'- 
neroth, with all the land of Naph'tali. 

15.8-12: 2 Chron 14.1-5. 
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21 And when Ba'asha heard of it, he 
stopped building Ramah, and he dwelt 
in Tirzah. 22 Then King Asa made a 
proclamation to all judah, none was 
exempt, and they carried away the 
stones of Ramah and its timber, with 
which Ba'asha had been building; and 
with them King Asa built Geba of 
Beniamin and Mizpah. 23 Now the rest 
of ail the acts of Asa, all his might, and 
all that he did, and the cities which he 
built,, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
But in his old age he was diseased in his 
feet, 24 And Asa slept with his fathers, 
and was buried with his fathers in the 
city of David his father; and Jehosh'- 
aphat his son reigned in his stead- 

25 Nadab the son of Jerobo'am began 
to reign over Israel in. the second year 
of Asa king of judah; and he reigned 
over Israel two years. 20 He did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in the way of his father, and in 
his sin which he made Israel to sin. 

2? Ba'asha the son of Ahi'iah, of the 
house of Is'sachar, conspired against 
him; and Ba'asha struck him down at 
Gih'bcthon, which belonged to the 
Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel 
were laying siege to Gib'bethon. 28 So 
Ba'asha killed him in the third year of 
Asa king of judah, and reigned in his 
stead. 29 And as soon as he was king, he 
killed all the house of jerobo'am; he 
left to the house of Jerobo'am not one 
that breathed, until he had destroyed it, 
according to the word of the Lord 
which he spoke by his servant Ahi'jah 
the Shi'Ionite; 30 it was for the sins of 
Jerobo'am which he sinned and which 
he made Israel to sin, and because of the 
anger to which he provoked the Lord, 
the God of Israel. 

31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, 
and all that he did, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Israel? 32 And there was war 
between Asa and Ba'asha king of Israel 
all their days. 

33 In the third year of Asa king of 
Judah, Ba'asha the son of Ahi 'iah began 
to reign over all Israel at Tirzah, and 
reigned twenty-four years. 34 He did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and walked in the way of Jerobo'am and 
in his sin which he made Israel to 
sin. 

115.23-24: 2 Chron 16.12-14. 15.24: 2 Chron 17.1. 


-j And the word of the Lord came 
1,0 to Jehu the son of Hana'ni against 
Ba'asha, saying, 2 “Since I exalted you 
out of the dust and made you leader 
over my people Israel, and you have 
walked in the way of Jerobo'am, and 
have made my people Israel to sin, 
provoking me to anger with their sins, 

3 behold, I will utterly sweep away 
Ba asha and his house, and I will make 
your house like the house of Jerobo'am 
the son of Nebat. 4 Any one belonging 
to Ba'asha who dies in the city the dogs 
shall ear; and any one of his who dies in 
the field the birds of the air shall 
eat/* 

5 Now the rest of the acts of Ba'asha, 
and what he did, and his might, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron¬ 
icles of the Kings of Israel? <>And Ba'¬ 
asha slept with his fathers, and was 
buried at Tirzah; and Blah his son 
reigned in his stead. 7 Moreover the 
word of the Lord came by the prophet 
Jehu the son of Hana'ni against Ba'asha 
and his house, both because of all the 
evil mat he did in the sight of the 
Lord, provoking him to anger with the 
work of his hands, in being like the 
house of Jerobo'am, and also because be 
destroyed it. 

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa 
king of Judah, Elah the son of Ba'asha 
began to reign over Israel in Tirzah, and 
reigned two years. 9 But his servant 
Zimrij commander of half his chariots, 
conspired against him. When he was at 
Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the 
house of Arza, who was over the house¬ 
hold in Tirzah, 10 Zimri came in and 
struck him down and killed him, in the 
twenty-seventh year of Asa king of 
Judah, and reigned in his stead. 

11 When he began to reign, as soon as 
he had seated himself on his throne, he 
killed all the house of Ba'asha; he did 
not leave him a single male of his kins¬ 
men or his friends. 12 Thus Zimri 
destroyed all the house of Ba'asha, 
according to the word of the Lord, 
which he spoke against Ba'asha by 
Jehu the prophet, 13 for all the sins of 
Ba'asha and the sins of Elah his son 
which they sinned, and which they made 
Israel to sin, provoking the Lord God of 
Israel to anger with their idols. 14 Now 
the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the Book 
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of tlie Chronicles of the Kings of ia; and Ahab his son reigned in his 
Israel? stead. 

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa 29 3n the thirty-eighth year of Asa 
king of Judah, Zimri reigned seven days king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri 
in Tirzah. Now the troops were en- began to reign over Israel, and Ahab the 
camped against Gibhethon, which be- son of Omri reigned over Israel in 
longed to the Philistines, 16 and the Samar'ia twenty-two years. ?0 And Ahab 
troops who were encamped heard it the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 
said, “Zimri has conspired, and he has the Lord more than all that were before 
killed the king"; therefore all Israel him. 3v And as if it had been a light thing 
made Omri, the commander of the for him to walk in the sins of Jerobo am 
army, king over Israel that day in the the son of Nebat, he took for\vife Jez'~ 
camp. 17 So Omri went up from Gib'- ebel the daughter of Ethba'al king of the 
bethon, and all Israel with him, and Siao mans, and went and served Ba al, 
they besieged Tirzah. 13 And when and worshipped him. 32 He erected an 
Zimri saw that the city was taken, he altar for Ba al in the house of Ba al, 
went into the citadel of the king’s house, which he built in Samar'ia. 33 And Ahab 
and burned the king’s house over him made an Ashe'rah. Ahab did more to 
with fire, and died, 19 because of his sins provoke the Lord, the God of Israel, 
which he committed, doing evil in the to anger titan all the kings of Israel who 
sight of the Lord, walking in the way of were before him. 34 his days Hi cl of 
Jerobo'am, and for his sin which he Bethel buik Jericho; he laid its founda- 
committed, making Israel to sin. 20 Now tion at the cost of Abi'ram his first- 
the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the bom, and set up its gates at the cost of 
conspiracy which he made, are they not his youngest son Segub, according to 
written in the Book ol the Chronicles of the word of the Lord, which he spoke 
the Kings of Israel? by Joshua the son of Nun. 

21 Then the people of Israel were i *7 Now Eli jah the Tishbite, of 
divided into two parts; half of the peo- JL / Tishbe n in Gilead, said to Ahab, 
pie followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to “As the Lord the God of Israel lives, 
make him king, and half followed Omri. before whom 1 stand, there shall be 
22 But the people who followed Omri neither dew nor rain these years, except 
overcame the people who foUowed by my word." 2 And the word of the 
Tibni the son of Ginath ; so Tibni died, Lord came to him, 3 “Depart from here 
and Omri became king. 23 In the thirty- and turn eastward, and hide yourself by 
first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri the brook Cherith, that is east of the 
began to reign over Israel, and reigned Jordan. 4 You shall drink from the 
for twelve years; six years he reigned in brook, and I have commanded the 
Tirzah. 34 He bought the hill of Sa- ravens to feed you there." 5 So he went 
mariia from Shemer for two talents of and did according to the word of the 
silver; and he fortified the hill, and Lord; he went and dwelt by the brook 
called the name of the city which he Cherith that is east of the Jordan. 6 And 
built, Samar'ia, after the name of the ravens brought him bread and meat 
Shemer, the owner of the hill. ^ _ in the morning, and bread and meat in 

. 25 Omri did what was evil in the the evening; and he drank from the 
sight of the Lord, and did more evil brook. 7 And after a while the brook 
than all who were before him. 2 ^ For he dried up, because there was no rain in 
walked in all the way of Jerobo'am the the land. 

son of Nebat, and in the sins which he 8 Then the word of the Lord came 
made Israel to sin, provoking the to him, 9 “Arise, go to Zar'ephath, 
L°rd ? the God of Israel, to anger by which belongs to Sidon, and dwell 
their idols. j - 7 Now the rest of the acts of there. Behold, I have commanded a 
Omn which he did, and the might that widow there to feed you.” 10 So he 
he showed, are they not written in the arose and went to Zar'ephath; and when 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of he came to the gate of the city, behold, 
Israel? 2 «And Omri slept with his a widow was there gathering sticks; and 
fathers, and was buried in Samar'- he called to her and said, “Bring me a 

" Gk: Heb of the settlers 
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little water in a vessel, that 1 may 
drink.” i5 And as she was going to bring 
it, he called to her and said, “Bring me 
a morsel of bread in your hand.’' 12 And 
she said, “As the Lord your God lives, 
I have nothing baked, only a handful of 
meal in a jar, and a little ^il in a cruse; 
and now, 1 am gathering a couple of 
sticks, that I may go in and prepare it 
for myself and my son. That we may eat 
it, and died’ J-VAnd Eli'jab said to her, 
“.bear not, go and do as you have said; 
but first make me a Little take of it and 
brmg it to me, anti afterward make for 
yourself and your son. 14 For thus says 
the Loro the God of Israel, ‘The iar of 
meal shall not be spent, and the cru»e of 
oil .shall not fail, until the day that the 
I.,orp sends rain upon the earth.' ” 
»-Ar»d she worn and did as lilihab said; 
.and she. and he, and her household ate 
tor many days. 11 The of meal was 
not spent-, nekhcr did the erase of oil 
fail. a*.cording to the word of the Lord 
which he spoke bv Eii'iah. 

37 After this the son of the woman, 
the mistress of the house, became ill; 
and his illness was so severe that there 
was no breath left in him. * s And she 
said t«> Eli inL<, “What have you against 
itit, O man of God? You have come to 
me to bring mv sin to remembrance, 
and to cause the death of my son!” 
19 And he said to her, “Give me your 
son." And he took him from her bosom, 
and carried him up into the upper 
chamber, where he lodged, and laid him 
upon his own bed. 20 And he cried to the 
Loro, “O Lorp my God, hast thou 
brought calamity even upon the widow 
with whom I sojourn, by slaying her 
son?” 21 Then he stretched himself 
upon the chiid three times, and cried 
to the Lorp, “O Lord ray God, let this 
child’s soul come into him again.” 
22And the Lorp hearkened to the voice 
of Eli'jah; and the soul of the child came 
into him again, and he revived. 2: *And 
Eii'iah took the child, and brought him 
down from the upper chamber into the 
house, and delivered him to his mother; 
and Eli'jah said, “See, your son lives.” 
24 And the woman said to Elijah, “Now 
I know that you are a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in your 
mouth is truth.” 

“t Q After many days the word of the 
AO Lord came to Eli'jah, in the 

17.18i Mt 8.29; Mk 1.24; Jn 2.4. 


third year, saying, “Go, show yourself 
to Ahab; and I will send rain upon the 
earth.” 2 So Eli'jah went to show him¬ 
self ro Ahab. Now the famine was severe 
in Samar ia. Mnd Ahab called Obadi'¬ 
ah, who was over the household. (Now 
Obadi'ah revered the Lord greatly; 
4 and when jez'ebel cut off the prophets 
of the Lord, Obadi'ah took a hundred 
prophets and hid them by fifties in a 
cave, and fed them with bread and 
water.) 5 And Ahab said to Obadi'ah, 
’ Go through the land to all the springs 
of water and to all the valleys ; perhaps 
we may had grass and save the horses 
and mules alive, and not lose some of 
the animals.” 0 So they divided The land 
between them to pass through it; Ahab 
went in one direction by himself, and 
Obadi'ah went in another direction by 
himself. 

7 And as Obadi'ah was on the way, 
behold, Eli jah met him, and Obadi'ah 
recognised him, and fell on his face, and 
said, ‘Is it you, my lord Eli'jah?” '--And 
he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your 
lord. ‘Behold, Eii'iah is here.’ ” y And he 
said, ‘ Wherein have 1 sinned, that you 
would give your servant into the hand of 
Aliah, to kill me? * l, As the Lord your 
God lives, there is no nation or kingdom 
whither my lord has not sent to seek 
you; and when they would say, £ He 
is not here,’ he would take an oath of the 
kingdom or nation, that they had not 
found you. 11 And now you say, ‘Go, 
tell your lord, “Behold, Eli'jah is 
here.” ’ 12 And as soon as I have gone 
from you, the Spirit of the Lord will 
carry you whither I know not; and so, 
when 1 come and tell Ahab and he can¬ 
not rind you, he will kill me, although I 
your servant have revered the Lord 
from my youth. 13 Has it not been told 
my lord what I did when Jez'ebel killed 
the prophets of thfc Lord, how I hid a 
hundred men of the Lord’s prophets by 
attics in a cave, and fed them with 
bread and water? 14 And now you say, 
‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Eli'jah is 
here” and he will kill me.” 15 And 
Eli jah said, “As the Lord of hosts 
lives, before whom I stand, I will surely 
show myself to him today.” 16 So 
Obadi'ah went to meet Ahab, and told 
him; and Ahab went to meet Eli'jah. 

17 When Ahab saw Eli'jah, Ahab said 
to him, “Is it you, you troubler of 
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Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have not 
troubled Israel; but you have, and your 
father’s house, because you have for¬ 
saken the commandments of the Lord 
and followed the Ba'als. 39 Now there¬ 
fore send and gather all Israel to me at 
Mount Carmel, and the four hundred 
and fifty prophets of Ba'ai and the four 
hundred prophets of Ashe rah, who eat 
at Jcz'ebers table.” 

20 So Ahab sent to all the people of 
Israel, and gathered the prophets to¬ 
gether at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah 
came near to all the people, and said, 
“How long will you go limping with 
two different opinions? If the Lord is 
God, follow him; but if Ba'ai, then, 
follow him.” And the people did not 
answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said 
to the people, “I, even I only, am left a 
prophet of the Lord; But Baal’s 
prophets are four hundred and fifty 
men.. 23 Let two bulls be given to us; 
and let them choose one bull for.them¬ 
selves, and cut it in pieces and lay it on 
the wood, but put no fire to it; and I 
will prepare the other bull and lay it on 
the wood, and put no fire to it. 24 And 
you call on the name of your god and I 
will call on the name of the Lord; and 
the God who answers by fire, he is 
God.” And all the people answered. 
“It is well spoken.” 25 Then Elijah said 
to the prophets of Ba'ai, “Choose for 
yourselves one bull and prepare it first, 
for you are many; and call on the name 
of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And 
they took the bull which was given 
them, and they prepared it, and called 
on the name of Ba'ai from morning until 
noon, saying, “O Ba'ai, answer us!” 
But there was no voice, and no one 
answered. And they limped about the 
altar which they had made. 27 And at 
noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry 
aloud, for he is a god; either he is mus¬ 
ing, or he has gone aside, or he is on a 
journey, or perhaps he is asleep and 
must be awakened.” 28 And they cried 
aloud, and cut themselves after their 
custom with swords and lances, until 
the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And 
as midday passed, they raved on until 
the time of the offering of the oblation, 
but there was no voice; no one an¬ 
swered, no one heeded, 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, 
“Come near to me”; and all the people 
came near to him. And he repaired the 


altar of the Lord that had been thrown 
down; 31 Eli'iah took twelve stones, 
according to the number of the tribes of 
the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of 
the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be 
your name”; 32 and with the stones he 
built an altar in the name of the Lord. 
And he made a trench about the altar, as 
great as would contain two measures of 
seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, 
and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on 
the wood. And he said, “Bill four iars 
with water, and pour it on the burnt 
offering, and on the wood.” 34 And he 
said, “Do it a second time”; and they 
did it 3 second time. And he said, “Do 
it a third time”; and they did it a third 
time. 3 ?And the water ran round about 
the altar, and filled the trench also with 
water. 

36 And at the time of the offering of 
the oblation, Elijah the prophet came 
near and said, “O .Lord, God of Abra¬ 
ham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known 
this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, and that I have 
done all these tilings at thy word, 
37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that 
this people may know that thou, G 
Lord, art God, and that thou hast 
turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the 
fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the 
burnt offering, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench. 39 And 
when all the people saw it, they fell on 
their faces; and they said, “The Lord, 
he is God; the Lord, he is God.” 40 And 
Eli'jah said to them, “Seize the proph¬ 
ets of Ba'ai; let not one of them escape.” 
And they seized them; and Eli'iah 
brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and killed them there. 

41 And Eli j ah said to Ahab, “Go up, 
eat and drink; for there is a sound of the 
rushing of rain.” 42 So Ahab went up to 
cat and to drink. And Eli'jah went up to 
the top of Carmel; and he bowed him¬ 
self down upon the earth, and put his 
face between his knees. 43 And he said to 
his servant, “Go up now, look toward 
the sea.” And he went up and looked, 
and said, “There is nothing.” And he 
said, “Go again seven times.” 44 And at 
the seventh time he said, “Behold, a 
little cloud like a man’s hand is rising 
out of the sea.” And he said, “Go up, 
say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and 
go down, lest the rain stop you.* ” 45 And 
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in a little while the heavens grew black 
with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. And Ahab rode and went to 
Jezreel. 46 And the hand of the Lord was 
on Elijah; and he girded up his loins 
and ran before Ahab to the entrance of 
JezreeL 

“IQ Ahab told Jez ebel all that Eli'- 
lah had done, and how he had 
slain ail the prophets with the sword, 
2 Then Jez'ebel sent a messenger to 
Elijah, saying, "So may the gods cio to 
me, and snore also, if 3 do not make your 
life as the life of one of them by this 
time tomorrow/' 3 Then he was afraid, 
and he arose and went for his life, and 
came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to 
Judah, and left his servant there, 

4 But he himself went a day's journey 
into the wilderness, and came and sat 
down under a broom tree; and he asked 
that he might die, saying* "It is enough; 
now, O Lorjx take away my life; for l 
am no better than my fathers.” 5 And nc 
lay down and slept under a bi (xrat tree 
and behold, an angel touched him, arid 
said to him, "Arise and eai/' a And he 
looked, and behold, there was at his 
head a cake baked on hot stones and a 
jar of water. And he au and drank, and 
lay down again. 7 And the angel of the 
Lord came again a second rime, and 
touched him, and said, "Arise and eat, 
else the journey will be too great for 
you.” 8 And he arose, and ate and drank, 
and went in the strength of that food 
forty days and forty nights to Koreb tire 
mount of God. 

9 And there he came to a cave, and 
lodged there; and behold, the word of 
the Lord came to him, and he said to 
him, "What are you doing here, Eli ¬ 
jah?” 10 He said, "I have been very 
jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; 
for the people of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thy altars, 
and slain thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left; and they 
seek my life, to take it away,” 11 And 
he said, "Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the Lord.” And behold, 
the Lord passed by, and a great and 
strong wind rent the mountains, and 
broke in pieces die rocks before the 
Lord, but the Lord was not in the 
wind; and after the wind air earthquake, 
but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 
12 and after the earthquake a fire, but 
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the Lord was not in the fire ; and after 
the fire a still small voice. 13 And when 
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in 
fiis mantle and went out and stood at the 
entrance of the cave. And behold, there 
came a voice to him, and said, "What 
are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He said, 
"I have been very jealous for the Lord, 
the God of hosts; for the people of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
thrown down thy altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword; and I, even I 
only, am left; and they seek my life, to 
take it away.” 15 And the Lord said to 
him, "Go, return on your way to the 
wilderness of Damascus; and when you 
arrive, you shall anoint Haz'ael to be 
king over Syria; and Jehu the son of 
Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over 
Israel ; and Eli sha the son of Shaphat of 
A'bel-meho'lah you shall anoint to be 
prophet in your place. 17 And him who 
escapes from the sword of Haza'el shall 
Jehu slay; and him. who escapes from 
the sword of Jehu shad Eli sha slay. 

Yet I will leave seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees that have not bowed 
to Ba al, and every mouth that has not 
kissed him.” 

19 So he departed from there, and 
found Eli sha the son of Shaphat, who 
was ploughing, with twelve yoke of oxen 
before him, and he was with the twelfth. 
Elijah passed by him and cast his 
mantle upon him. 20 And he left the 
oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, 
"Let me kiss my father and my mother, 
and then I w ill follow you.” And he said 
to him, "Go back again; for what have 1 
done to you?” 21 And he returned from 
following him, and touk the yoke of 
oxen, and slew them, and boiled their 
flesh with the yokes of the oxen, and 
gave it to the people, and they ate. Then 
he arose and went after Elijah, and 
ministered to him. 

Ben-ha dad the king of Syria 
gathered all his army together; 
thirty-two kings were with him, and 
horses and chariots; and he went up and 
besieged Samar ia, and fought against it. 
2 And he sent messengers into the city to 
Ahab king of Israel, and said to him, 
“Thus says Ben-ha'dad: 3 ‘Your silver 
and your gold are mine; your fairest 
wives and children also are mine.’ ” 
4 And the king of Israel answered, "As 
you say, my lord, O king, I am yours. 
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and all that I have.” 5 The messengers 
came again, and said, “Thus says Ben- 
ha dad: *1 sent to you, saying, “Deliver 
to me your silver and your gold, your 
wives and your children”; 6 neverthe¬ 
less I will send my servants to you to¬ 
morrow about this time, and they shall 
search your house and the houses of 
your servants, and lay hands on what¬ 
ever pleases them, 0 and take it away/ ” 

7 Then the king of Israel called all 
the elders of the land, and said, “Aiark, 
now, and see how this man is seeking 
trouble; for he sent to me for my wives 
and my children, and for my silver and 
my gold, and I did not refuse him.” 
8 And all the elders and all the people 
said to him, “Do not heed or consent.” 
9 So he said to the messengers of Ben- 
ha'dad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that 
you first demanded of your servant I 
will do; but this thing 1 cannot do/ ” 
And the messengers departed and 
brought him word again. 10 Ben-ha'dad 
sent to him and said, “The gods do so to 
me, and more also, if the dust of Sa- 
mar'ia shall suffice for handfuls lor all 
the people who follow me.” 11 And the 
king of Israel answere.d, “Tell him, ‘Let 
not him that girds on his armour boast 
himself as he that puts it off/ ” 12 When 
Ben-ha'dad heard this message as he 
was drinking with the kings in the 
booths, he said to his men, “Take your 
positions.” And they took their posi¬ 
tions against the city. 

13 And behold, a prophet came near 
to Ahab king of Israel and said, “Thus 
says the Lord, Have you seen all this 
great multitude? Behold, I will give it 
into your hand this day; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” * 4 And Ahab 
said, “By whom?” He said, “Thus says 
the Lord, By the servants of the govern¬ 
ors of the districts/* Then he said, 
“Who shall begin the battle?** He an¬ 
swered, “You/* is Then he mustered 
the servants of the governors of the dis¬ 
tricts, and they were two hundred and 
thirty-two; and after them he mustered 
all the people of Israel, seven thousand. 

16 And they went out at noon, while 
Ben-ha'dad was drinking himself drunk 
in the booths, he and the thirty-two 
kings who helped him. 17 The servants 
of the governors of the districts went 
out first. And Ben-ha'dad sent out 
scouts, and they reported to him, “Men 
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are coming out from Samaria.” 18 He 
said, “If they have come out for peace, 
take them alive; or if they have come 
out for war, take them alive/* 

19 So these went out of the city, the 
servants of the governors of the dis¬ 
tricts, and the army which followed 
them, 20 And each killed his man; the 
Syrians fled and Israel pursued them, 
but Ben-ha’dad king of Syria escaped 
on a horse with horsemen. 21 And me 
king of Israel went out, and captured-® 
the horses and chariots, and killed the 
Syrians with a great slaughter, 

22 Then the prophet came near to the 
king of Israel, and said to him, “Come, 
strengthen yourself, and consider well 
what you have to do; for in the spring 
the king of Syria will come up against 
you.” 

23 And the servants of the king of 
Syria said to him, “Their gods are gods 
of the hills, and so they were stronger 
than we; but let us fight against them in 
the plain, and surely we shall be 
stronger than they. 24 And do this: re¬ 
move the kings, each from Iris post, and 
put commanders in their places; 25 and 
muster an army like the army that you 
have lost, horse for horse, and chariot 
for chariot; then we will fight against 
them in the plain, and surely we shall be 
stronger than they/* And he hearkened 
to their voice, and did so. 

26 In the spring Ben-ha'dad mus¬ 
tered the Syrians, and went up to 
Aphek, to fight against Israel. 27 And the 
people of Israel were mustered, and 
were provisioned, and went against 
them; the people of Israel encamped 
before them like two little flocks of 
goats, but the Syrians filled the country. 
28 And a man of God came near and said 
to the king of Israel, “Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Because the Syrians have said, 
“The Lord is a god of the hills but he is 
not a god of the valleys,” therefore I will 
give all this great multitude into your 
hand, and you shall know that I am the 
Lord/ ** 29 And they encamped op¬ 
posite one another seven days. Then on 
the seventh day the battle was joined; 
and the people of Israel smote of the 
Syrians a hundred thousand foot 
soldiers in one day. 30 And the rest fled 
into the city of Aphek; and the wall fell 
upon twenty-seven thousand men that 
were left 
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Ren.-ha ciad also fled, and entered an 
inner chamber in the city. 31 And his 
servants said to him, “Behold now, we 
have heard that the kings of the house 
of Israel are merciful kings; let us put 
sackcloth on our loins and ropes upon 
our heads, and go out to the king of 
Israel; perhaps he will spare your life.’ 1 ' 
32 So they girded sackcloth on their 
loins, and put ropes on their heads, and 
went to the king of Israel and said, 
“Your servant Ben-ha'dad says, ‘Pray, 
let me live.’ ” And he said, “Does he 
still live? He is my brother.” 33 Now the 
men were watching for an omen, and 
they quickly took il up from him and 
said, “Yes, your brother Bcn-ha'dad.” 
Then he said, “Go and bring him.” 
Then Ben-ha'dad came forth to him; 
and he caused him to come up into the 
chariot. 34 And Ben-ha'dad said ro him, 
“The cities which my father took from 
your father 1 will restore; and you may 
establish bazaars for yourself in Damas¬ 
cus, as my farher did in Samar ia.” And 
Ahab said, “X will let you go on these 
terms.” So he made a covenant with 
him and let him go. 

35 And a certain man of the sons of 
the prophets said to his fellow at the 
command of the Lord, “Strike me, l 
pray.” Rut the man refused to strike 
him. 36 Then he said to him, “Because 
you have not obeyed the voice of the 
Lord, behold, as soon as you have gone 
from me, a lion shall kill you.” Anti as 
soon as he had departed from him, a lion 
met him and killed him. 37 Then he 
found another man, and said, “Strike 
me, I pray.” And tire man struck him, 
smiting and wounding him. 38 So the 
prophet departed, and waited for the 
king by the way, disguising himself with 
a bandage over his eyes. 39 And as the 
king passed, he cried to the king and 
said, “Your servant went out into the 
midst of the battle; and behold, a 
soldier turned and brought a man to me, 
and said, ‘Keep this man; if by any 
means he be missing, your life shall be 
for his life, or else you shall pay a talent 
of silver.’ 40 And as your servant was 
busy here and there, he was gone.” 
The king of Israel said to him, “So 
shall your judgment be; you yourself 
have decided it.” 41 Then he made haste 
to take the bandage away from his eyes; 
and the king of Israel recognised him as 
one of the prophets. 42 And he said to 


him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Because 
you have let go out of your hand the 
man whom I had devoted to destruc¬ 
tion, therefore your life shall go for his 
life, and your people for his people.’ ” 
43 And the king of Israel went to his 
house resentful and sullen, and came 
to Samar'ia. 

2 -3 Now Naboth the Jez'reelite had 

JL a vineyard in Jezrcei, beside the 
palace of Ahab king of Samar'ia. 2 And 
after this Ahab said to Naboth, “Give 
me your vineyard, that I may have it for 
a vegetable garden, because it is near my 
house; and 1 will give you a better 
vineyard for it; or, if it seems good to 
you, I will give you its value in money.” 

3 But Naboth said to Ahab, “The Lord 
forbid that I should give you the in¬ 
heritance of my fathers,” 4 And Ahab 
went into his house vexed and sullen 
because of what Naboth the Jez'reelite 
had said to him; for he had said, “I will 
not give you the inheritance of my fa¬ 
thers.” And he lay down on liis bed, and 
turned away his lace, and would eat no 
food. 

5 But Jez'ebel his wife came to him, 
and said to him, “Why is your spirit so 
vexed that you eat no food?” 6 And he 
said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth 
die Jez'reelite, and said to him, ‘Give 
me your vineyard for money; or else, if 
it please you, 1 will give you another 
vineyard for it’; and he answered, ‘I 
will not give you my vineyard.’ ” 7 And 
Jez'ebel his wife said to him, “Do you 
now govern Israel? Arise, and eat bread, 
and let your heart be cheerful; I will 
give you the vineyard of Naboth the 
jez'reelite.” 

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name 
and sealed them with his seal, and she 
sent the letters to the elders and the 
nobles who dwelt with Naboth in his 
city. 9 And she wrote in the letters, 
“Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on 
high among the people; 10 and set two 
base fellows opposite him, and let them 
bring a charge against him, saying, ‘You 
have cursed God and the king.’ Then 
take him out, and stone him to death.” 
11 And the men of his city, the elders and 
the nobles who dwelt in his city, did as 
Jez'ebel had sent word to them. As it 
was written in the letters which she had 
sent to them, 12 they proclaimed a fast, 
and set Naboth on high among the 
people. 13 And the two base fellows came 
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in and sat opposite him; and the base 
fellows brought a charge against Na¬ 
both, in the presence of the people, 
saying, “Naboth cursed God and the 
king.” So they took him outside the city, 
and stoned him to death with stones. 

14 Then they sent to Jez ebel, saying, 
“Naboth has been stoned; he is dead.” 

1.5 As soon as Jez'ebel heard that 
Naboth had been stoned and was dead, 
Jez'ebel said to Ahab, “Arise, take pos¬ 
session of the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jez'reelite, which he refused to give you 
for money; for Naboth is not ahve, but 
dead.” 10 And as soon as Ahab heard 
that Naboth was dead, Ahab arose to go 
down to the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jez'reelite, to take possession of it. 

17 Then the word of the Lord 
came to Eli'jah the Tishbiie. saying, 
18 “Arise, go down to meet Ahab king 
of Israel, who is in Samar5a.; behold, 
he is in the vineyard of Naboth, where 
he has gone to take possession. ,Q And 
you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the 
Lord, “Have you killed, and also taken 
possession?” * And you shall say to 
him, ‘Thus says the Lord: “in the 
place where dogs licked up the blood of 
Naboth shall dogs lick your own 
blood.” * ” 

20 Ahab said to Eli'jab, “Have you 
found me, O my enemy?” He answered, 
“I have found you, because you have 
sold yourself to do what is evil in the 
sight of the Lord. 21 Behold, I will 
bring evil upon you; I will utterly sweep 
you away, and will cut off from Ahab 
every male, bond or free, in Israel; 
22 and I will make your house like the 
house of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, 
and like the house of Ba'asha the son of 
Ahi'jah, for the anger to which you have 
provoked me, and because you have 
made Israel to sin. 2? And of Jez'ebel the 
Lord also said, ‘The dogs shall eat 
Jez'ebel within the bounds of Jezreel.* 
24 Any one belonging to Ahab who dies 
in the city the dogs shall eat; and any 
one of his who dies in the open country 
the birds of the air shall eat.” 

25 (There was none who sold himself 
to do what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord like Ahab, whom Jez'ebel his 
wife incited. 26 He did very abominably 
in going after idols, as the Amorites had 
done, whom the Lord cast out before 
the people of Israel.) 
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27 And when Ahab heard those 
words, he rent his clothes, and put sack¬ 
cloth upon his flesh, and fasted and lay 
in sackcloth, and went about dejectedly. 

28 And the word of the Lord came to 
Eli'jah the Tishbite, saying, 29 “Have 
you seen how Ahab has humbled him¬ 
self before me? Because he has humbled 
himself before me, I will not bring the 
evil in his days; but in his son’s days I 
will bring the evil upon his house.” 

For three years Syria and Israel 
continued without war. 2 But in 
the third year Jehosh'aphat. the king of 
Judah came down to the king of Israel. 
-'And the king of Israel said to his serv¬ 
ants, “Do you know' that Ramoth-gilcau 
belongs to us, and we keep quiet and do 
not take it out of the hand of the king of 
Syria?” 4 And he sa*d to Jehosh'aphat, 
“Will vou go wuh me to battle at Ra¬ 
moth-gilead?” And Jehosh'aphat said to 
the king of Israel, “I am as you are, my 
people as your people, my horses as 
your horses.” 

5 And Jehosh'aphat said to the king 
of Israel, “Inquire first for the word of 
the Lord.” *Then the king of Israel 
gathered the prophets together, about 
four hundred men, and said to them, 
“Shall I go to battle against Ramoth- 
gilead, or shall I forbear?” And they 
said, “Go up; for the Lord will give it 
into the hand of the king.” ■' But 
Jehosh'aphat said, “Is there not here 
another prophet of the Lord of whom 
we may inquire?” 8 And the king of 
Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, “There is 
yet one man by whom we may inquire 
of the Lord, Micai'ah the son of 
Imlah; but I hate him, for he never 
prophesies good concerning me, but 
evil.” And Jehosh'aphat said, “Let not 
the king say so.” ^Then the king of 
Israel summoned an officer and said, 
“Bring quickly Micai'ah the son of 
Imlah.” 10 Now the king of Israel and 
Jehosh'aphat the king of Judah were 
sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their 
robes, at the threshing floor at the en¬ 
trance of the gate of Samar'ia; and all 
the prophets were prophesying before 
them. “And Zedeki'ah the son of 
Chena'anah made for himself horns of 
iron, and said, “Thus says the Lord, 
‘With these you shall push the Syrians 
until they are destroyed.* ” 12 And all the 
prophets prophesied so, and said, “Go 
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up to Ramoth-gilead and triumph; the 
Lord will give it into the hand of the 
king/’ 

13 And the messenger who went to 
summon Micai'ah said to him, ‘‘Be¬ 
hold, the words of the prophets with 
one accord are favourable to the king; 
let your word be like the word of one of 
them, and speak favourably.” 14 But 
Micai'ah said, “As the Lord lives, what 
ibe Lord says to me, that I will speak.” 
15 And when he had come to the king, 
the king said to him, “Micai'ah, shall 
we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or 
shall we forbear?” And he answered 
him, “Go up and triumph; the Lord 
will give it into the hand of the king.” 
16 But the king said to him, “How 
many times shall I adjure you that you 
speak to me nothing but the truth in the 
name of the Lord?” I7 And he said, “I 
saw all Israel scattered upon the moun¬ 
tains, as sheep that have no shepherd; 
and the Lord said, “These have no 
master; let each return to h»s home in 
peace.* ’* 18 And the king of Israel said 
to Jehosh'aphat. “‘Did I not tell you 
that he would not prophesy good con¬ 
cerning me, but evil?’* 10 And Micai'ah 
said, “Therefore hear the word of the 
Lord; I saw the Lord sitting on his 
throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing beside him on his right hand 
and on his left; 20 and the Lord said* 
“Who will entice Ahab, that he may go 
up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one 
said one thing, and another said an¬ 
other. 21 Then a spirit came forward and 
stood before the Lord, saving, ‘I will 
entice him.’ 22 And the Lord said to 
him, ‘By what means?’ And he said, T 
will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in 
the mouth of all his prophets.* And he 
said, ‘You are to entice him, and you 
shall succeed; go forth and do so.* 
23 Now therefore behold, the Lord has 
put a lying spirit in the mouth of all 
these your prophets; the Lord has 
spoken evil concerning you.” 

24 Then Zedeki'ah the son of Chena'- 
anah came near and struck Micai'ah on 
the cheek, and said, “How did the Spirit 
of the Lord go from me to speak to 
you?** 25 And Micai'ah said, “Behold, 
you shall see on that day when you go 
into an inner chamber to hide your¬ 
self.” 26 And the king of Israel said, 
“Seize Micai'ah, and take him back to 
22.17: Mt 9.36. Z2.41-43: 2 Chran 20.31-33. 


Amon the governor of the city and to 
Jo'ash the Icing’s son; 27 and say, ‘Thus 
says the king, “Put this fellow in prison, 
and feed him with scant fare of bread 
and water, until I come in peace.” ’ ” 
28 And Micai'ah said, “If you return in 
peace, the Lord has not spoken by 
me.” And he said, “Hear, all you 
peoples !** 

29 So the king of Israel and Jchosh'- 
aphat the king of Judah went up to 
Ramoth-gilead. 30 And the king of 
Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, “I will dis¬ 
guise myself and go into battle, but you 
wear your robes.” And the king of 
Israel disguised himself and went into 
battle. 31 Now the king of Syria had 
commanded the thirty-two captains of 
his chariots, “Fight with neither small 
nor great, but only with the king of 
Israel.” 32 And when the captains of the 
chariots saw jehosh'aphat, they said, 
“It is surely the Icing of Israel.” So they 
turned to fight against him; and Je¬ 
hosh'aphat cried out. 33 And when the 
captains of the chariots saw that it was 
not the king of Israel, they turned back 
from pursuing him. - u But a certain 
man drew his bow at a venture, and 
struck the king of Israel between the 
scale armour and the breastplate; there¬ 
fore he said to the driver of his chariot, 
“Turn about, and carry me out of the 
battle, for I am wounded.” 35 And the 
battle grew hot that day, and the king 
was propped up in Ills chariot facing the 
Syrians, until at evening he died; and 
the blood of the wound flowed into rhe 
bottom of the chariot. 36 And about sun¬ 
set a cry went through the army, “Every 
man to his city, and every man to his 
country!” 

37 So the king died, and was brought 
to Samar'ia; and they buried the king in 
Samar'ia. 38 And they washed the chariot 
by the pool of Samar'ia, and the dogs 
licked up his blood, and the harlots 
washed themselves in it, according to 
the word of the Lord which he had 
spoken. 39 Now the rest of the acts of 
Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory 
house which he built, and all the cities 
that he built, are they not written in t he 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel? 40 So Ahab slept with his fathers; 
and Ahazi'ah Ills son reigned in his 
stead. 

41 Jehosh'aphat the son of Asa began 
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to reign over Judah in the fourth year 
of Ahab king of Israel. 42 Jehosh'aphat 
was thirty-five years old when he began 
to reign* and he reigned twenty-five 
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name 
was Azu'bah the daughter of Shiihi. 
43 He walked in all the way of Asa his 
father;; he did not turn aside from it, 
doing what was right in the sight of the 
Lord; yet the high places were not 
taken away, and the people still sacri¬ 
ficed and burned incense on the high 
places. 44 Jehosh'aphat also made peace 
with the king of Israel. 

45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehosh'¬ 
aphat, and his might that he showed, 
and how he warred, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judah? 46 And the remnant of 
the male cult prostitutes who remained 
in the days of his father Asa, he ex¬ 
terminated from the land. 

47 There was no king in Edom; a 
deputy was king. 48 Jehosh'aphat made 


ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for 
gold; but they did not go, for the ships 
were wrecked at E 'zion -ge'ber. 4y Then 
Ahazi'ah the son of Ahab said to Je¬ 
hosh'aphat, “Let my servants go with 
your servants in the ships/’ but Jehosh'¬ 
aphat was not willing. 50 And Jehosh'¬ 
aphat slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of 
David his father; and Jeho'ram his son 
reigned in Yds stead. 

51 Ahazi ah the son of Ahab began 
to reign over Israel in Samar'ia in the 
seventeenth year of Jehosh'aphat king 
of Judah, and he reigned two years over 
Israel. 52 He did what was evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and walked in the 
way of his father, and in the way of his 
mother, and in the way of Jerobo am 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to 
sin. 53 He served Ba'al and worshipped 
him. and provoked the Lord, the God 
of Israel, to anger in every way that his 
father had done. 


THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 

KINGS 


1 After the death of Ahab, Moab 
rebelled against Israel. 

2 Now Ahazi ah fell through the 
lattice in his upper chamber in Samar'¬ 
ia, and lay sick; so he sent messengers, 
telling them, “Go, inquire of Ba'al-ze'- 
bub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall 
recover from this sickness.” 1 2 3 But the 

angel of the Lord said to Eli'jah the 
Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the 

messengers of the king of Samar'ia, and 
say to them, Ts it because there is no 
God in Israel that you are going to in¬ 
quire of Ba'al-ze'bub, the god of 
Ekron?’ 4 5 Now therefore thus says the 
Lord, *You shall not come down from 
the bed to which you have gone, but you 
shall surely die/ ” So Eli'jah went. 

5 The messengers returned to the 
king, and he said to them, “Why have 
you returned?” 6 And they said to him, 

“There came a man to meet us, and said 
to us, "Go back to the king who sent 
you, and say to him. Thus says the 
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Lord, Is it because there is no God in 
Israel that you are sending to inquire of 
Ba'al-ze'bub, the god of Ekron? There¬ 
fore you shall not come down from the 
bed to which you have gone, but shall 
surely die/ ” 7 He said to them, “What 
kind of man was he who came to meet 
you and told you these things?” 8 They 
answered him, “He wore a garment of 
haircloth, with a girdle of leather about 
his loins.” And he said, “It is Eli jah the 
Tishbite.” 

9 Then the king sent to him a captain 
of fifty men with his fifty. He went up 
to Eli jah, who was sitting on the top of 
a hill, and said to him, “O man of God, 
the king says, ‘Come down/ ” io But 
Eli'jah answered the captain of fifty, 
“If I am a man of God, Jet fire come 
down from heaven and consume you 
and your fifty.” Then fire came down 
from heaven, and consumed him and 
his fifty. 

II Again the king sent to him another 
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captain of fifty men with his fifty. And 
he went up rt and said to him, “O man 
of God, this is the king’s order, ‘Come 
down quickly!’” 12 But Elijah an¬ 
swered them, “If I am a man of God, 
Jet fire come down from heaven and 
consume you and your fifty.'’ Then the 
fire of God came down from heaven and 
consumed him and his fifty. 

13 Again the king sent the captain of 
a third fifty with his fifty. And the 
third captain of fifty went up, and came 
and fell on his knees before Eli'jah, and 
entreated him, *‘0 man of God, l pray 
you, let my life, and the life of these 
fifty servants of yours, be precious in 
your sight. 14 Lo, fire came down from 
heaven, and consumed the two former 
captains of fifty men with their fifties; 
but now let my life be precious in your 
sight.” 15 Then the angel of the Lord 
said to Elijah, “Go down with him; do 
not be afraid of him.” So he arose and 
went down with him to the king, 16 and 
said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Be¬ 
cause you have sent messengers to in¬ 
quire of Ba al-ze bub, the god of Ekron, 
—is it because there is no God in Israel 
to inquire of his word?—therefore you 
shall not come down from the bed to 
which you have gone, but you shall 
surely die. 1 ” 

17 So he died according to the word 
of the Lord which Eli'iah had spoken. 
Jeho'ram, his brother,* became king in 
his stead in the second year of Jeho'ram 
the son of Jehosh'aphat, king of Judah, 
because Ahaziah had no son. 18 Now 
the rest of the acts of Ahazi'ah which he 
did, arc they not written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 

2 Now when the Lord was about to 
take Eli'jah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Eli'jah and Eli'sha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2 And Eli'jah said 
to Eli sha, “Tarry here, I pray you; for 
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” 
But Eli'sha said, “As the Lord lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they went down to Bethel. 
^And the sons of the prophets who were 
in Bethel came out to Eli'sha, and said 
to him, “Do you know that today the 
Lord will take away your master from 
over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know 
it; hold your peace.” 

4 Eli'jah said to him, “Eli'sha, tarry 

a Gk Compare verses 9, 13: Heb answered * Gk Syr: 
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here, I pray you; for the Lord has 
sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, 
I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who 
were at Jericho drew near to Eli'sha, 
and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the Lord will take away your 
master from over you?” And he an¬ 
swered, “Yes, I know it; hold your 
.peace.” 

6 Then Eli'iah said to him, “Tarry 
here, I pray you; for the Lord has sent 
me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 
Lord lives, and as you yourself five, I 
will not leave you."* So the two of them 
went c-n. 7 Fifty men of the sons of the 
prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were 
standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Eli'jah 
took his mantle, and rolled it up, and 
struck the water, and the water was 
parted to the one side and to the other, 
till the two of them could go over on dry 
ground. 

9 When they had crossed, Eli ?ah said 
to Eli’sha, “Ask what I shall do for you, 
before I am taken from you.” And Eli'¬ 
sha said, “I pray you, let me inherit a 
double share of your spirit.” 10 And he 
said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, 
if you see me as I am being taken from 
you, it shall be so for you; but if you 
do not see me, it shall not be so.” UAnd 
as they still went on and talked, behold, 
a chariot of fire and horses of fire sep¬ 
arated the two of them. And Eli'jah 
went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
l2 And Eli'sha saw it and he cried, “My 
father, my father! the chariots of Israel 
and its horsemen!” And he saw him no 
more. 

Then he took hold of his own clothes 
and rent them in two pieces. 13 And he 
took up the mantle of Eli'jah that had 
fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14 Then 
he took the mantle of Eli'jah that had 
fallen from him, and struck the water, 
saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of 
Eli'jah?” And when he had struck the 
water, the water was parted to the one 
side and to the other; and Eli'sha went 
over. 

15 Now when the sons of the proph¬ 
ets who were at Jericho saw him over 
against them, they said, “The spirit of 

Heb lacks his brother 
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Eli'jah rests on Eli'sha/* And they came 
to meet him, and bowed to the ground 
before him. 16 And they said to him, 
“Behold now, there are with your 
servants fifty strong men; pray, let 
them go, and seek your master; it may 
be that the Spirit of the Lord has 
caught him up and cast him upon some 
mountain or into some valley/* And he 
said, “You shall not send.” 17 But when 
they urged him till he was ashamed, he 
said, “Send/* They sent therefore fifty 
men; and for three days they sought 
him but did not find him. ^And they 
came back to him, while he tarried at 
Jericho, and he said to them, “Did I not 
say to you. Do not go?” 

19 Now the men of the city said to 
Eli'sha, “Behold, the situation of this 
city is pleasant, as my lord sees; but 
the water is bad, and the land is un¬ 
fruitful/’ 20 He said, “Bring me a new 
bowl, and put salt in it.” So they 
brought it to him. 21 Then he went to 
the spring of water and threw salt in 
it, and said, “Thus says the Lord, l 
have made this water wholesome; 
henceforth neither death nor miscar¬ 
riage shall come from it.” 22 So the 
water has been wholesome to this day, 
according to the word which Eli'sha 
spoke. 

23 He went up from there to Bethel; 
and while he was going up on the way, 
some small boys came our of the city 
and jeered at him, saying, “Go up, you 
baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!” 24 And 
he turned around, and when he saw 
them, he cursed them in the name of the 
Lord. And two she-bears came out of 
the woods and tore forty-two of the 
boys. 25 From there he went on to 
Mount Carmel, and thence he returned 
to Samar'ia. 

3 In the eighteenth year of Jehosh'¬ 
aphat king of Judah, Jeho'ram the 
son of Ahab became king over Israel in 
Samar'ia, and he reigned twelve years. 
2 He did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, though not like his father and 
mother, for he put away the pillar of 
Ba'al which his father had made. 
3 Nevertheless he clung to the sin of 
Jeroboam the son of Ncbat, which he 
made Israel to sin; he did not depart 
from it. 

4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a 
sheep breeder; and he had to deliver 
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annually r to the king of Israel a hundred 
thousand lambs, and the wool of a 
hundred thousand rams. 5 But when 
Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled 
against the king of Israel. 6 So King 
Jeho'ram marched out of Samar'ia at 
that time and mustered all Israel. 7 And 
he went and sent word to Jehosh'aphat 
king of Judah, “The king of Moab has 
rebelled against me; will you go with 
me to battle against Moab?” And he 
said, “I will go; I am as you are, my 
people as your people, my horses as 
your horses/* 8 Then he said, “By 
which way shall we march?” Jeho'ram 
answered, “By the way of the wilder¬ 
ness of Edom.” 

9 So the king of Israel went with the 
king of Judah and the king of Edom. 
And when they had made a circuitous 
march of seven days, there was no water 
for the army or lor the beasts which 
followed them. 10 Then the king of 
Israel said, “Alas! The Lorjl> ha.s called 
these three kings to give them into the 
hand of Moab.” 11 And Jcftosh aphat 
said, “Is there no prophet of the Lord 
here, through whom we may inquire of 
the Lord?” Then one of the king of 
Israel’s servants answered, “Eli sha the 
son of Shaphat is here, who poured 
water on the hands of Eli'jah/’ 12 And 
Jehosh'aphat said, “The word of the 
Lord is with him.” So the king of Israel 
and Jehosh'aphat and the king of Edom 
went down to him. 

13 And Eli'sha said to the king of 
Israel, “What have I to do with you? 
Go to the prophets of your father and 
the prophets of your mother.” But the 
king of Israel said to him, “No; it is the 
Lord who has called these three kings 
to give them into the hand of Moab.” 
14 And Eli'sha said, “As the Lord of 
hosts lives, whom I serve, were it not 
that I have regard for Jehosh'aphat the 
king of Judah, I would neither look at 
you, nor see you. 15 But now bring me a 
minstrel.” And when the minstrel 
played, the power of the Lord came 
upon him. H> And he said, “Thus says 
the Lord, ‘I will make this dry stream- 
bed full of pools/ 17 For thus says the 
Lord, ‘You shall not see wind or rain, 
but that stream-bed shall be filled with 
water, so that you shall drink, you, your 
cattle, and your beasts/ 18 This is a 
light thing in the sight of the Lord; he 
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wiii also give the Moabites into your 
hand. 19 and you shall conquer every 
fortified city, and every choice city, and 
shall fell every good tree, and stop up all 
springs of water, and ruin every good 
piece of land with stones.” 20 The next 
morning, about the time of offering the 
sacrifice, behold, water came from the 
direction of Edom, till the country was 
filled with water. 

21 When all the Moabites heard that 
the kings had come up to fight against 
them, all who were able to put on ar¬ 
mour, from the youngest to the oldest, 
were called out, and were drawn up at 
the frontier. 22 And when they rose early 
in the morning, and the sim shone upon 
the water, the Moabites saw the water 
opposite them as red as blood. r, And 
they said, “This is blood; the kings 
have surely fought together, and slain 
one another. Now then, Moab, to the 
spoil!” 24 But when they came to the 
camp of Israel, the Israelites rose and 
attacked the Moabites, till they fled 
before them; and they went forward, 
slaughtering the Moabites as they 
went/* 25 And they overthrew the cities, 
and on every good piece of land every 
man threw a stone, until it was covered; 
they stopped every spring of water, and 
felled all the good trees; till only its 
stones were left in Kir-har'eseth, and 
the siingers surrounded and conquered 
it. 26 When the king of Mcab saw that 
the battle was going against him, he 
took with him seven hundred swords¬ 
men to break through, opposite the king 
of Edom; but they could not. 27 Then 
he took his eldest son who was to reign 
in his stead, and offered him for a burnt 
offering upon the wall. And there came 
great wrath upon Israel; and they with¬ 
drew from him and returned to their 
own land. 

Now the wife of one of the sons 
of the prophets cried to Eli'sha, 
“Your servant my husband is dead; and 
you know that your servant feared the 
Lord, but the creditor has come to take 
my two children to be his slaves.” 2 And 
Eli'sha said to her, <( What shall I do for 
you? Tell me; what have you in the 
house?” And she said, “Your maid¬ 
servant has nothing in the house, except 
a jar of oil.” 3 Then he said, “Go out¬ 
side, borrow vessels of all your neigh¬ 
bours, empty vessels and not too few. 
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4 Then go in, and shut the door upon 
yourself and your sons, and pour into all 
these vessels; and when one is full, set 
it aside.” 5 So she went from him and 
shut the door upon herself and her sons; 
and as she poured they brought the 
vessels to her, 6 When the vessels were 
full, she said to her son, “Bring me 
another vessel.” And he said to her, 
“There is not another.” Then the oil 
stopped flowing. 7 She came and told 
the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell 
the oil and pay your debts, and you and 
your sons can live on the rest.” 

8 One day Eli'sha went on to Shu- 
nem, where a wealthy woman, lived, 
who urged him to eat some food. So 
whenever he passed that way, he would 
rum in there to eat food. 9 And she said 
ro her husband, “Behold now, I per¬ 
ceive that this is a holy man of God, 
who is continually passing our way. 
i0 Let us make a small roof chamber 
with walls, and put there for him a bed, 
a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that 
whenever he comes to us, he can go in 
there.” 

11 One day he came there, and he 
turned into the chamber and rested 
there. 12 And he said to Geha'zi his 
servant, “Call this Shu nammite.” 
When he had called her, she stood be¬ 
fore him. i2 And he said to him, “Say 
now to her. See, you have taken all this 
trouble for us; what is to be done for 
you? Would you have a word spoken on 
your behalf to the king or to the com¬ 
mander of the army?” She answered, “I 
dwell among my own people.” u And he 
3aid, “What then is to be done for her?” 
Geha'zi answered, “Weil, she has no 
son, and her husband is old.” 15 He 
said, “Call her.” And when he had 
called her, she stood in the doorway. 

And he said, “At this season, when 
the time comes round, you shall em¬ 
brace a son.” And she said, “No, my 
lord, O man of God; do not lie to your 
maidservant.” 17 But the woman con¬ 
ceived, and she bore a son about that 
time the following spring, as Eli'sha had 
said to her. 

18 When the child had grown, he 
went out one day to his father among 
the reapers. 19 And he said to his father, 
“Oh, my head, my head!” The father 
said to his servant, “Carry him to his 
mother.” 20 And when he had lifted himj 
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and brought him to his mother, the 
child sat on her lap till noon, and then 
he died. 21 And she went up and laid him 
on the bed of the man of God, and shut 
the door upon him, and went out. 

22 Then she called to her husband, and 
said, “Send me one of the servants and 
one of the asses, that I may quickly go to 
the man of God, and come back again.” 

23 And he said, “Why will you go to 
him today? It is neither new moon nor 
sabbath.” She said, “It will be well.” 

24 Then she saddled the ass, and she 
said to her servant, “Urge the beast on; 
do not slacken the pace for me unless I 
tell you.” 25 So she set out, and came to 
the man of God at Mount Carmel. 

When the man of God saw her com¬ 
ing, he said to Geha'zi his servant, 
“Look, yonder is the Shu'nammite; 

2<s run at once to meet her, and say to 
her, Is it well with you? Is it well with 
your husband? Is it well with the 
child?” And she answered, “It is well.” 
27 And when she came to the mountain 
to the man of God, she caught hold of 
his feet. And Geha'zi came to thrust her 
away. But the man of God said, “Let 
her alone, for she is in bitter distress; 
and the Lord has hidden it from me, 
and has not told me.” 28 Then she said, 
“Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not 
say. Do not deceive me?” 29 He said to 
Geha'zi, “Gird up your loins, and take 
my staff in your hand, and go. If you 
meet any one, do not salute him; and 
if any one salutes you, do not reply; and 
lay my staff upon the face of the child.” 

30 Then the mother of the child said, 
“As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So he arose 
and followed her. 31 Geha'zi went on 
ahead and laid the staff upon the face of 
the child, but there was no sound or 
sign of life. Therefore he returned to 
meet him, and told him, “The child has 
not awaked.” 

32 When Eli'sha came into the house, 
he saw the child lying dead on his bed. 

33 So he went in and shut the door upon 
the two of them, and prayed to the 
Lord. 34 Then be went up and lay upon 
the child, putting his mouth upon his 
mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his 
hands upon his hands; and as he 
stretched himself upon him, the flesh of 
the child became warm. 35 Then he got 
up again, and walked once to and fro in 
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Son of The Shunammite 
the house, and went up, and stretched 
himself upon him; the child sneezed 
seven times, and the child opened his 
eyes. 3t) Then he summoned Geha'zi 
and said, “Call this Shu'nammite.” So 
he called her. And when she came to 
him, he said, “Take up your son.” 
37 She came and fell at his feet, bowing 
to the ground; then she took up her son 
and went out. 

38 And Eli'sha came again to Gilgal 
when there was a famine in the land. 
And as the sons of the prophets were 
sitting before him, he said to his serv¬ 
ant, “Set on the great pot, and boil pot¬ 
tage for the sons of the prophets.” 
39 One of them went out into the field to 
gather herbs, and found a wild vine and 
gathered from it his lap full of wild 
gourds, and came and cut them up into 
the pot of pottage, not knowing what 
they were. 40 And they poured out for 
the men to eat. But while they were 
eating of the pottage, they cried out, “O 
man of God, there is death in the pot!” 
And they could not eat it. 41 He said, 
“Then bring meal.” And he threw it 
into the pot, and said, “Pour out for the 
men, that they may eat.” And there was 
no harm in the pot. 

42 A man came from Ba'al-shal'ishah, 
bringing the man of God bread of the 
first fruits, twenty loaves of barley, and 
fresh ears of grain in his sack. And 
Eli'sha said, “Give to the men, that they 
may eat.” 43 But his servant said, “How 
am I to set this before a hundred men?” 
So he repeated, “Give them to the 
men, that they may eat, for thus says the 
Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some 
left/ ” 44 So he set it before them. And 
they ate, and had some left, according 
to the word of the Lord. 

Na'aman, commander of the army 
of the king of Syria, was a great 
man with his master and in high favour, 
because by him the Lord had given 
victory to Syria. He was a mighty man 
of valour, but he was a leper. 2 Now the 
Syrians on one of their raids had carried 
off a little maid from the land of Israel, 
and she waited on Na'aman’s wife. 
3 She said to her mistress, “Would that 
my lord were with the prophet who is in 
Samar ia! He would cure him of his 
leprosy.” 4 So Na'aman went in and 
told his lord, “Thus and so spoke the 
maiden from the land of Israel.” 5And 
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the king of Syria said, “Go now, and 1 
will send a letter to the king of Israel.” 

So be went, taking with him ten 
talents of silver, six thousand shekels of 
gold, and ten festal garments. 6 And he 
brought the letter to the king of Israel, 
which read, “When this letter reaches 
you, know that I have sent to you Na'- 
aman my servant, that you may cure 
him of his leprosy.” 7 Aod when the king 
of Israel read die letter, he rent his 
clothes and said, “.Am l God, to kill and 
to make, alive, that this man. sends word 
to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only 
consider, and see how he is seeking a 
quarrel with me.” 

8 But when Eli'sha tine man of God 
heard that the king of Israel had rent 
his clothes, he sent to the king, saving, 
“Why have you rent your clothes? Let 
him come now to me, that he may know 
that there is a prophet in Israel.” & So 
Na'aman came with his horses and 
chariots, and halted at the door of Eii'- 
sha'*s house. 10 And Eli'sha sent a mes¬ 
senger to him, saying, “Go and wash in 
the Jordan seven times, and your flesh 
shall be restored, and you shall be 
dean.” 11 But Na'aman was angry, and 
went away, saying, “Behold, I thought 
that he would surely come out to me, 
and stand, and call on the name of the 
Lord his God, and wave his hand over 
the place, and cure the leper. 12 Are not 
Aba'na* and Fharpar, the rivers of 
Damascus, better than all the waters of 
Israel? Could 3 not wash in them, and 
be clean?” So he turned and went away 
in a rage, 13 But his servants came near 
and said to him, “My father, if the 
prophet had commanded you to do 
some great thing, would you not have 
done it? How much rather, then, when 
he says to you, ‘Wash, and be clean?” 
14 So he went down and dipped himself 
seven times in the Jordan, according to 
the word of the man of God; and his 
flesh was restored like the flesh of a little 
child, and he was clean. 

15 Then he returned to the man of 
God, he and all his company, and he 
came and stood before him; and he 
said, “Behold, I know that there is no 
God in all the earth but in Israel; so 
accept now a present from your serv¬ 
ant.” 16 But he said, “As the Lord lives, 
whom I serve, I will receive none.” And 
he urged him to take it, but he refused. 

* Another reading is Amatta 


* 7 Then Na'aman said, ‘if not, I pray 
you, let. there be given to your servant 
two mules' burden of earth; for hence¬ 
forth your servant will not offer burnt 
offering or sacrifice to any god but the 
Lord. 18 In this matter may the Lord 
pardon your servant: when my master 
goes into the house of Rimmon to 
worship there, leaning on my arm, and 
I bow myself in the house of Rim- 
raon, when l bow myself in the house 
of Rimmon, the Lord pardon your 
servant in this matter.” He said to 
him, “Go in peace.” 

But when Na'aman had gone from 
him a short distance, 20 Geha'zi, the 
servant of Eli'sha the man of God, said, 
“See, my master has spared this Na'¬ 
aman the Syrian, in not accepting from 
his hand what he brought. As the 
Lord lives, I will ran after him, and get 
something from him.” 2 ' So Geha'zi 
followed Na'aman. And when Na'aman 
saw some one running after him, he 
alighted from the chariot to meet him, 
and said, “Is all well?” ^And he said, 
“All is well. My master has sent me to 
say, 'There have just now come to me 
from the hill country of E phraim two 
young men of the sons of the prophets; 
pray, give them a talent of silver and 
two festal garments.’ ” 23 And Na'aman 
said, “Be pleased to accept two talents.” 
And he urged him, and tied up two 
talents of silver in two bags, with two 
festal garments, and laid them upon 
two of his servants; and they carried 
them before Geha'zi. 24 And when he 
came to the hill, he took them from 
their hand, and put them in the house; 
and he sent the men away, and they 
departed. 25 He went in, and stood be¬ 
fore his master, and Eli'sha said to him, 
“Where have you been, Geha'zi?” And 
he said, “Your servant went nowhere.” 

26 But he said to him, “Did I not go 
with you in spirit when the man turned 
from his chariot to meet you? Was it a 
time to accept money and garments, 
olive orchards and vineyards, sheep and 
oxen, menservants and maidservants? 

27 Therefore the leprosy of Na'aman 
shall cleave to you, and to your descend¬ 
ants for ever.” So he went out from his 
presence a leper, as white as snow. 

Now the sons of the prophets said 
to Eli'sha, “See, the place where we 
dwell under your charge is too small for 
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us. 2 Let us go to the Jordan and each 
of us get there a log, and let us make a 
place lor us to dwell there.” And he an¬ 
swered, “Go.” 3 Then one of them said, 
“Be pleased to go with your servants.” 
And he answered, “I will go.” 4 So he 
went with them. And when they came 
to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 

5 But as one was felling a log, his axe 
head fell into the water; and he cried 
out, “Alas, my master! It was bor¬ 
rowed.” * Then the man of God said, 
“Where did it fall?” When he showed 
him the place, he cut off a stick, and 
threw it in there, and made the iron 
float. 7 And he said, “Take it up.” So he 
reached out his hand and took it. 

8 Once when the king of Syria was 
warring against Israel, he took counsel 
with his servants, saying, “At such and 
such a place shall be my camp.” 9 But 
the man of God sent word to the king of 
Israel, “Beware that you do not pass 
this place, for the Syrians are going 
down there.” !0 And the king of Israel 
sent to the place of which the man of 
God told him. Thus he used to warn 
him, so that he saved himself there more 
than once or twice. 

11 And the mind of the king of Syria 
was greatly troubled because of this 
thing; and he called his servants and 
said to them, “Will you not show me 
who of us is for the king of Israel?” 
12 And one of his servants said, “None, 
my lord, O king ; but Eli'sha, the proph¬ 
et who is in Israel, tells the king of 
Israel the words that you speak in your 
bedchamber.” 13 And he said, “Go and 
see where he is, that I may send and 
seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he 
is in Dothan.” 14 So he sent there horses 
and chariots and a great army; and they 
came by night, and surrounded the city. 

15 When the servant of the man of 
God rose early in the morning and 
went out, behold, an army with horses 
and chariots was round about the city. 
And the servant said, “Alas, my master! 
What shall we do?” 16 He said, “Fear 
not, for those who are with us are more 
than those who are with them.” 17 Then 
Eli'sha prayed, and said, “O Lord, I 
pray thee, open his eyes that he may 
see.” So the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man, and he saw; and be¬ 
hold, the mountain was full of horses 
and chariots of fire round about Eli'sha. 
iSAnH when the Syrians came down 


against him, Eli'sha prayed to the 
Lord, and said, “Strike this people, I 
pray thee, with blindness.” So he 
struck them with blindness in accord¬ 
ance with the prayer of Eli'sha. 19 And 
Eli'sha said to them, “This is not the 
way, and this is not the city; follow me, 
and 1 will bring you to the man whom 
you seek.” And he led them to Samar'ia. 

20 As soon as they entered Samar'ia, 
Eli sha said, c O Lord, open the eves of 
these men. that they may see.” So the 
Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; 
and !o, they were in the midst of 
Samar ia. 21 When the long of Israel 
saw them he said to Eli sha, “My fa¬ 
ther, shall 1 slay them? Shall I slay 
them?” 22 He answered, “You shall not 
slay them. Would you slay those whom 
you have taken captive with your sword 
and with your bow? Set bread and water 
before them, that they may eat and 
drink and go to their master.” 73 So he 
prepared for them a great feast; and 
when they had eaten and drunk, he sent 
them away, and they went to their 
master. And the Syrians came no more 
on raids into the land of Israel. 

24 Afterward Ben-ha'dad king of 
Syria mustered his entire army, and 
went up, and besieged Samar ia. 25 And 
there was a great famine in Samar ia, as 
they besieged it, until an ass’s head was 
sold for eighty shekels of silver, and the 
fourth part of a kab of dove’s dung for 
five shekels of silver. 26 Now as the king 
of Israel was passing by upon the wall, a 
woman cried out to him, saying, “Help, 
my lord, O king!” 27 And he said, “If the 
Lord will not help you, whence shall I 
help you? From the threshing floor, or 
from the wine press?” 28 And the king 
asked her, “What is your trouble?” She 
answered. “This woman said to me, 
‘Give your son, that we may eat him 
today, and we will eat my son tomor¬ 
row.’ 29 So we boiled my $on ? and ate 
him. And on the next day I said to her, 
‘Give your son, that we may eat him’; 
but she has hidden her son.” 30 When 
the king heard the words of the woman 
he rent his clothes—now he was passing 
by upon the wall—and the people 
looked, and behold, he had sackcloth 
beneath upon his body— 3 * and he said, 
“May God do so to me, and more also, 
if the head of Eli'sha the son of Shaphat 
remains on his shoulders today.” 

32 Eli'sha was sitting in his house. 
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and the elders were sitting with him. 
Now the king had despatched a man 
from his presence; but before the mes¬ 
senger arrived Eli'sha said to the eiders* 
“Do you see how this murderer has sent 
ro tike off my head? Look, when the 
messenger comes, shut the door, and 
hold the door fast against him. Is not 
the sound of his master’s feet behind 
him?” 35 And while he was still speaking 
with them, the king/ came down to him 
and said, “This trouble is from the 
Lord ! Why should I wait for the 
Lord any longer?” 1 But Eii'sha said, 

7 “Hear the word of the Lord: thus 
says the Lord, Tomorrow about 
thus time a measure of fine meal shall be 
sold for a shekel, and two measures of 
barley for a shekel, at the gate of Sa¬ 
mar ia.” 2 Then the captain on whose 
hand the king leaned said to the man of 
God, “If the Lord himself should make 
windows in heaven, could this thing 
be?” But he said, “You shall see it with 
your own eyes, but you shall not eat 
of it” 

3 Now there were four men who 
were lepers at the entrance to the gate; 
and they said to one another, “Why do 
we sit here till we die? 4 If we say, 'Lei 
us enter the city,’ the famine is in the 
city, and we shall die there; and if we 
sit here, we die also. So now come, let 
us go over to the camp of the Syrians; 
if they spare our lives we shall live, and 
if they kill us we shall but die.” 5 So 
they arose at twilight to go to the camp 
of the Syrians; but when they came to 
the edge of the camp of the Syrians, be¬ 
hold, there was no one there. 6 For the 
Lord had made the army of the Syrians 
hear the sound of chariots, and of 
horses, the sound of a great army, so 
that they said to one another, “Behold, 
the king of Israel has hired against us 
the kings of the Hittites and the kings of 
Egypt to come upon us.” 7 So they fled 
away in the twilight and forsook their 
tents, their horses, and their asses, 
leaving the camp as it was, and fled for 
their lives. 8 And when these lepers 
came to the edge of the camp, they went 
into a tent, and ate and drank, and they 
carried off silver and gold and clothing, 
and went and hid them; then they came 
back, and entered another tent, and 
carried off things from it, and went and 
hid them. 

$ See 7.2: Heb messenger 
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9 Then they said to one another, 
“W ? e are not doing right. This day is a 
day of good news; if we are silent and 
wait until the morning light, punish¬ 
ment will overtake us; now therefore 
come, let us go and tell the king’s 
household.” 10 So they came and called 
to the gatekeepers of the city, and told 
them, “We came to the camp of the 
Syrians, and behold, there was no one 
to be seen or heard there, nothing but 
the horses tied, and the asses tied, and 
the tents as they were.” 11 Then the 
gatekeepers called out, and it was told 
within the king’s household. I2 And the 
king rose in the night, and said to his 
servants, “I will tell you what the 
Syrians have prepared against us. They 
know that we are hungry; therefore they 
have gone out of the camp to hide them¬ 
selves in the open country, thinking, 
‘When they come out of the city, we 
shall take them alive and get into the 
dty.’ ” 13 And one of his servants said, 
“Let some men take five of the remain¬ 
ing horses, seeing that those who are left 
here will fare like the whole multitude 
of Israel that have already perished; let 
us send and see,” 14 So they took two 
mounted men, and the king sent them 
after die army of the Syrians, saying, 
and see,” 15 So they went after 
them as far as the Iordan; and, lo, all 
the way was littered with garments and 
equipment which the Syrians had 
thrown away in their haste. And the 
messengers returned, and told the 
king. 

16 Then the people went out, and 
plundered the camp of the Syrians. So a 
measure of fine meal was sold for a 
shekel, and two measures of barley for a 
shekel, according to the word of the 
Lord. 17 Now the king had appointed 
the captain on whose hand he leaned to 
have charge of the gate; and the people 
trod upon him in the gate, so that he 
died, as the man of God had said when 
the king came down to him. 18 For 
when the man of God had said to the 
king, “Two measures of barley shall be 
sold for a shekel, and a measure of fine 
meal for a shekel, about this time to¬ 
morrow in the gate of Samar'ia,” 19 the 
captain had answered the man of God, 
“If the Lord himself should make 
windows in heaven, could such a thing 
be?” And he had said, “You shall see it 
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with your own eyes, but you shall not 
eat of it.” 20 And so it happened to him, 
for the people trod upon him in the 
gate and he died. 

Now Eli'sha had said to the woman 
whose son he had restored to life, 
“Arise, and depart with your household, 
and sojourn wherever you can; for the 
Lord has called for a famine, and it will 
come upon the land for seven years.” 

2 So the woman arose, and did accord¬ 
ing to the word of the man of God; she 
went with her household and sojourned 
in the land of the Philistines seven years. 
3 And at the end of the seven years, when 
the woman returned from the land of 
the Philistines, she went forth to appeal 
to the king for her house and her land. 

A Now the king was talking with Geha'- 
zi the servant of the man of God, saying, 
“Tell me all the great things that Eli'sha 
has done.” 5 And while he was telling the 
king how Eli'sha had restored the dead 
to life, behold, the woman whose son he 
had restored to life appealed to the king 
for her house and her land. And Gcha'zi 
said, “My lord, O king, here is the 
woman, and here is her son whom Eli'¬ 
sha restored to life.” 6 And when the 
king asked the woman, she told him. So 
the king appointed an official for her, 
saying, “Restore all that was hers, to¬ 
gether with all the produce of the fields 
from the day that she left the land until 
now.” 

7 Now Eli'sha came to Damascus. 
Ben-ha'dad the king of Syria was sick; 
and when it was told him, “The man of 
God has come here,” 8 the king said to 
Haz'ael, “Take a present with you and 
go to meet the man of God, and inquire 
of the Lord through him, saying, ‘Shall 
I recover from this sickness?* ” 9 So 
Haz'ael went to meet him, and took a 
present with him, all kinds of goods of 
Damascus, forty camel loads. When he 
came and stood before him, he said. 
Your son Ben-ha'dad king of Syria has 
sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover 
from this sickness?’ ” I°And Eli'sha said 
to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You shall cer¬ 
tainly recover*; but the Lord has shown 
me that he shall certainly die.” ^And 
he fixed his gaze and stared at him, 
until he was ashamed. And the man of 
God wept. l2 And Haz'ael said, “Why 
does my lord weep?” He answered, 

9 Gk Syr: Heb Israel, Jehoshaphat being king of Judah 
8.17-23: 2 Chron 21.5-10, 20. 8.24-20: 2 Chron 22 l-< 


“Because 1 know the evil that you will 
do to the people of Israel; you will set 
on fire their fortresses, and you will 
slay their young men with the sword, 
and dash in pieces their little ones, and 
rip up their women with child.” «And 
Haz'ael said, “What is your servant, 
who is but a dog, that he should do this 
great thing?” Eli'sha answered. “The 
Lord has shown me that you are to be 
king over Syria,” J4 Then he departed 
from Eli'sha, and came to his master, 
who said to him, “What did Eli'sha say 
to you?” And he answered, “He told me 
that you would certainly recover.” 
15 But on the morrow he took the 
coverlet and dipped it in water and 
spread it over his face, till he died. And 
Haz'ael became king in his stead. 

16 In the fifth year of Joram the son 
of Ahab, king of Israel,? Jeho'ram the 
son of Jehosh'aphat, king of Judah, be¬ 
gan to reign. * 7 He was thirty-two 
years old when he became king, and he 
reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 18 And 
he walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, as the house of Ahab had done, 
for the daughter of Ahab was hts wife. 
And he did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord. 19 Yet the Lord would not 
destroy Judah, for the sake of David his 
servant, since he promised to give a 
lamp to him and to his sons for ever. 

20 In his days Edom revolted from 
the rule of Judah, and set up a king of 
their own. 21 Then Joram passed over 
to Za'ir with all his chariots, and rose by 
night, and he and his chariot com¬ 
manders smote the Edomites who had 
surrounded him; but his army fled 
home. 22 So Edom revolted from the 
rule of Judah to this day. Then Libnah 
revolted at the same time. 23 Now the 
rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he 
did, are they not written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
24 So Joram slept with his fathers, and 
was buried with his fathers in the city of 
David; and Ahazi'ah his son reigned in 
his stead. 

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the 
son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahazi'ah 
the son of Jeho'ram, king of Judah, 
began to reign. 26 Ahazi'ah was twenty- 
two years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. 
His mother’s name was Athali'ah; she 
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was a granddaughter of Qrriri king of 
Israel. 27 He also walked in the way of 
the house of Ahab, and did what was 
evil in the sight of the Lord, as the 
house of Ahab had done, for he was 
son-in-law to the house of Ahab. 

28 He went with Joram the son of 
Ahab to make war against Haz'ael king 
of Syria at Ramoth-gilead, where the 
Syrians wounded Joram. ^ 9 A.nd King 
Joram returned to be- healed in Jezreel 
of the wounds which, the Syrians had 
given him at Ramah, when he fought 
against Haz'ael king of Syria. And 
Ahazi'ah the son of Jeho'ram king of 
Judah went down to see Joram the son 
of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 
Then Hli'sha the prophet called 
one of the sons of the prophets and 
said to him, “Gird up your loins, and 
take this flask of oil in your hand, and 
go to Ramoth-gilead. -Arid when you 
arrive, look there for Jehu the son of 
Jehosh'aphat, son of Nimshi; and go in 
and bid him rise from among his 
fellows, and lead him to an inner cham¬ 
ber. 3 Then take the flask of oil, and 
pour it on bis head, and say, ‘Thus says 
the Lord, I anoint you king over 
Israel.’ Then open the door and flee; 
do not tarry.” 

4 So the young man, the prophet/' 
went to Ramoth-gilead, 5 And when 
he came, behold, the commanders of 
the army were in council; and he said, 
“I have an errand to you, O com¬ 
mander.” And Jehu said, “To which 
of us all?” And he said, “To you, O 
commander.” 6 So he arose, and went 
into the house; and the young man 
poured the oil on his head, saying to 
him, “Thus says the Lord the God of 
Israel, I anoint you king over the people 
of the Lord, over Israel. 7 And you shall 
strike down the house of Ahab your 
master, that I may avenge on Jez'ebel 
the blood of my servants the prophets, 
and the blood of all the servants of the 
Lord. 8 For the whole house of Ahab 
shall perish; and I will cut off from 
Ahab every male, bond or free, in 
Israel. 9 And I will make the house of 
Ahab like the house of Jerobo am the 
son of Nebat, and like the house of Ba'- 
asha the son of Ahi'jah. 10 And the dogs 
shall eat Jez'ebel in the territory of 


jezreel, and none shall bury her.” Then 
he opened the door, and fled. 

11 When Jehu came out to the serv¬ 
ants of his master, they said to him, 
“Is all well? Why did this mad feUow 
come to you?” And he said to them, 
“You know the fellow and his talk.” 
12 And they said, “That is not true; tell 
us now.” And he said, “Thus and so he 
spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the 
Lord, I anoint you king over Israel.’ ” 
13 Then in haste every man of them took 
his garment, and put it under him on 
the bare* steps, and they blew tire 
trumpet, and proclaimed, “Jehu is 
king.” 

14 Thus Jehu the son of Jehosh'aphat 
the son of Nimshi conspired against 
Joram. (Now Joram with all Israel had 
been on guard at Ramoth-gilead against 
Haz'ael king of Syria; 15 but King 
Joram had returned to be healed in 
Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians 
had given him, when he fought with 
Haz'ael king of Syria.) So Jehu said, 
“H this is your mind, then let no one 
slip out of the city to go and tell tire 
news in jezreel.” 16 Then Jehu mounted 
his chariot, and went to Jezreel, for Jo- 
ram lay there. And Ahazi'ah king of 
Judah had come down to visit Joram. 

17 Now the watchman was standing 
on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied 
the company of Jehu as he came, and 
said, “I see a company.” And joram 
said, “Take a horseman, and send to 
meet them, and let him say, ‘Is it 
peace?’ ” «So a man on horseback 
went to meet him, and said, “Thus says 
the king, ‘Is it peace?’ ” And Jehu said, 
“What have you to do with peace? Turn 
round and ride behind me.” And the 
watchman reported, saying, “The mes¬ 
senger reached them, but he is not com¬ 
ing back.” 19 Then he sent out a second 
horseman, who came to them, and said, 
“Thus the king has said, ‘Is it peace?’ ” 
And Jehu answered, “What have you to 
do with peace? Turn round and ride 
behind me.” 20 Again the watchman 
reported, “He reached them, but he is 
not coming back. And the driving is like 
the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; 
for he drives furiously.” 

21 Joram said, “Make ready.” And 
they made ready his chariot. Then 


* Gk Syr: Heb the young man, the young man, the prophet 
f Thc meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
0.1-10.36: 2 Chron 22.7-9. 



2 KINGS 9 334 

joram king of Israel and Ahazi'ah king 
of Judah set out, each in his chariot, and 
went to meet Jehu, And met him at the 
property of Naboth the Jez'reelite. 
■^And when Joram saw Jehu, he said, 
“Is it peace, Jehu?” He answered, 
“What peace can there be, so long as the 
harlotries and the sorceries of your 
mother Jez ebel are so many?” 25 Then 
Joram reined about and fled, saying to 
Ahazi'ah, “Treachery, O Ahazi'ah!” 

24 And Jehu drew his bow with his full 
strength, and shot Joram between the 
shoulders, so that the arrow pierced his 
heart, and he sank in his chariot. 25 Jehu 
said to Bidkar his aide, '‘Take him up? 
and cast him on the plot of ground be¬ 
longing to Naboth the Jez'reelite; for 
remember, when you and I rode side by 
side behind Ahab his father, how the 
Lord uttered this oracle against him: 

26 ‘As surely as I saw yesterday the 
blood of Naboth and the blood of his 
sons—says the Lord —I will requite 
you on this plot of ground.’ Now there¬ 
fore take him up and cast him on the 
plot of ground, in accordance with the 
word of the Lord.” 

27 When Ahazi'ah the king of Judah 
saw this, he fled in the direction of 
Beth-haggan. And Jehu pursued him, 
and said, “Shoot him also”; and they 
shot him* in the chariot at the ascent of 
Gur, which is by Ible-am. And he fled 
to Megid'do, and died there. 28 His 
servants carried him in a chariot to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb 
with his fathers in the city of David. 

29 In the eleventh year of Joram the 
son of Ahab, Ahazi'ah began to reign 
over Judah. 

30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jez ¬ 
ebel heard of it; and she painted her 
eyes, and adorned her head, and looked 
out of the window. 31 And as Jehu en¬ 
tered the gate, she said, “Is it peace, you 
Zimri, murderer of your master?” 

32 And he lifted up his face to the win¬ 
dow, and said, “Who is on my side? 
Who?” Two or three eunuchs looked 
out at him. 33 He said, “Throw her 
down.” So they threw her down; and 
some of her blood spattered on the wall 
and on the horses, and they trampled on 
her. 34 Then he went in and ate and 
drank; and he said, “See now to this 
cursed woman, and bury her; for she 

* Syr Vg Compare Gk: Heb lacks and they shot him 
&26x IKings 21.19. 9.36: 1 Kings 21.23. 
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is a king’s daughter.” 35 But when they 
went to bury her, they found no more 
of her than the skull and the feet and the 
palms of her hands. 36 When they came 
back and told him, he said, “This is the 
word of the Lord, which he spoke by 
his servant Elijah the Tishbite, ‘In the 
territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the 
flesh of Jez'ebel; 37 and the corpse of 
Jez'ebel shall be as dung upon the face, 
of the field in the territory of Jezreel, so 
that no one can say, This is Jez'ebel.’ ” 
1A Now Ahab had seventy sons in 
JLvf Samar'ia. So Jehu wrote letters, 
and sent them to Samar'ia, to the rulers 
of the city,* to the elders, and to the 
guardians of the sons of Ahab, saying, 
- “Now then, as soon as this letter 
comes to you, seeing your master’s sons 
are with you, and there are with you 
chariots and horses, fortified cities also, 
and weapons, 3 select the best and 
fittest of your master’s sons and set him 
on his father’s throne, and fight for your 
master’s house.” 4 But they were ex¬ 
ceedingly afraid, and said, “Behold, the 
rwo kings could not stand before him; 
how then can we stand?” 5 So he who 
was over the palace, and he who was 
over the city, together with the elders 
and the guardians, sent to Jehu, saying, 
“We are your servants, and we will do 
all that you bid us. We will not make 
any one king; do whatever is good in 
your eyes.” $ Then he wrote to them a 
second letter, saying, “If you are on my 
side, and if you are ready to obey me, 
take the heads of your master’s sons, 
and come to me at Jezreel tomorrow at 
this time.” Now the king’s sons, seventy 
persons, were with the great men of the 
city, who were bringing them up. 7 And 
when the letter came to them, they took 
the king’s sons, and slew them, seventy 
persons, and put their heads in baskets, 
and sent them to him at Jezreel. 8 W'hcn 
the messenger came and told him, 
“They have brought the heads of the 
king’s sons,” he said, “Lay them in two 
heaps at the entrance of the gate until 
the morning.” 9 Then in the morning, 
when he went out, he stood, and said 
to all the people, “You are innocent. It 
was I who conspired against my master, 
and slew him; but who struck down all 
these? 10 Know then that there shall fall 
to the earth nothing of the word of the 

Gk Vg: Hcb Jezreel 



Jehu wipes out Baal worship 
Lord, which the Lord spoke concern¬ 
ing the house of Ahab; for the Lord 
has done what he said by his servant 
Eii'jah.” H So Jehu slew all that re¬ 
mained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, 
all his great men, and his familiar 
friends, and his priests, until he left him 
none remaining. 

12 Then he set out and went to 
Samar'ia. On the way, when he was at 
Beth-eked of the Shepherds, 13 Jehu 
met the kinsmen of Ahazi'ah king of 
Judah, and he said, “Who are you?” 
And they answered, “We are the kins¬ 
men of Ahazi'ah, and we came down to 
visit die royal princes and the sons of 
the queen mother.” 14 He said, “l ake 
diem alive.” And they took them alive, 
and slew them at the pit of Beth-eked, 
forty-two persons, and he spared none 
of them. 

35 And when he departed from there, 
he met Jehon'adab the son of Rechab 
coming to meet him; and he greeted 
him, and said to him, “Is your heart 
true to my heart as mine is to yours?”' 
And jehon'adab answered, “It is.” 
Jehu said, m “If it is, give me your 
hand.” So he gave him his hand. And 
Jehu took him up with him into the 
chariot. 16 And he said, “Come with me, 
and see my zeal for the Lord.” So he" 
had him ride in his chariot. i7 And when 
he came to Samar'ia, he slew all that 
remained to Ahab in Samar'ia, till he 
had wiped them out, according to the 
word of the Lord which he spoke to 
Eii'jah. 

18 Then Jehu assembled all the 
people, and said to them, “Ahab served 
Ba'al a little; but Jehu will serve him 
much. Now therefore call to me all 
the prophets of Ba'al, all his worshippers 
and all his priests; let none be missing, 
for I have a great sacrifice to offer to 
Ba'al; whoever is missing shall not 
live.” But Jehu did it with cunning in 
order to destroy the worshippers of 
Ba'al. 20 And Jehu ordered, “Sanctify a 
solemn assembly for Ba'al.” So they 
proclaimed it. 21 And Jehu sent through¬ 
out all Israel; and all the worshippers of 
Ba'al came, so that there was not a man 
left who did not come. And they entered 
the house of Ba'al, and the house of 
Ba'al was filled from one end to the 
other, 22 He said to him who was in 
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charge of the wardrobe, “Bring out the 
vestments for all the worshippers of 
Ba'al.” So he brought out the vestments 
for them. 23 Then Jehu went into the 
house of Ba'al with jehon'adab the son 
of Rechab; and he said to the wor¬ 
shippers of Ba'al, “Search, and see that 
there is no servant of the Lord here 
among you, but only the worshippers 
of Ba'al.” 24 Then he 0 went in to offer 
sacrifices and burnt offerings. 

Now Jehu had stationed eighty men 
outside, and said, “The man who allows 
any of those whom I give into your 
hands to escape shall forfeit his life.” 
25 So as soon as he had made an end of 
offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to 
the guard and to the officers, “Go in 
and slay them; let not a man escape.” 
So when they put them to the sword, 
the guard and the officers cast them out 
and went into the inner roomP of the 
house of Ba'al 2t> and they brought out 
the pillar that was m the house of Ba'al, 
and burned it. 27 And they demolished 
the pillar of Ba'al, and demolished the 
house of Ba'al, and made it a latrine to 
this day. 

28 Thus Jehu wiped out Ba'al from 
Israel. 20 But Jehu did not turn aside 
from the sins of Jerobo'am the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel to sin, the 
golden calves that were in Bethel, and 
in Dan. 3 °And the Lord said to Jehu, 
“Because you have done well in carrying 
out what is right in my eyes, and have 
done to the house of Ahab according to 
all that was in my heart, your sons of 
the fourth generation shall sit on the 
throne of Israel.” 31 But Jehu was not 
careful to walk in the law of the Lord 
the God of Israel with all his heart; he 
did not turn from the sins of Jerobo'am, 
which he made Israel to sin. 

32 In those days the Lord began to 
cut off parts of Israel. Haz'ael defeated 
them throughout the territory of Israel: 
33 from the Jordan eastward, all the land 
of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reu- 
benites, and the Manas'sites, from Aro'- 
er, which is by the valley of the Amon, 
that is, Gilead and Bashan. 34 Now the 
rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he 
did, and all his might, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Israel? 35 $ 0 jeh u s j ept 
with ids fathers, and they buried him 
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in Samaria. And Jeho'ahaz his son testimony; and they proclaimed him 
reigned in his stead. 56 The time that king, and anointed him; and they 
Jehu reigned over Israel in Samar'ia was clapped their hands, and said, “Long 
twenty-eight years. live the king!” 

n Now when Athali'ah the mother 13 When Athali'ah heard the noise of 
of Ahazi ah saw that her son was the guard and of the people, she went 
dead, she arose and destroyed all the into the house of the Lord to the 
royal family. 2 But Jehosh'eba, the people; 54 and when she looked, there 
daughter of King Joram, sister of was the king standing by the pillar, 
Ahazi ah, took Jo'ash the son of Ahazi'- according to the custom, and the cap- 
ah, and stole him away from among the tains and the trumpeters beside the 
king’s sons who were about to be slain, king, and all the people of the land re- 
and she put« him and his nurse in a ioicing and blowing trumpets. And 
bedchamber. Thus she r hid him from Athali'ah rent her clothes, and cried, 
Athali'ah, so that he was not slain; 3 and “Treason! Treason 1” 15 Then Jehoi'ada 
he remained with her six years, hid in the priest commanded the captains who 
the house of the Lord, while Athali'ah were set over the army, “Bring her out 
reigned over the land. between the ranks; and slay with the 

4 But in the seventh year Jehoi'ada sword any one who follows her.” For 
sent and brought the captains of the the priest said. “Let her not be slain 
Carites and of the guards, and had them in the house of the Lord.” 16 So they 
come to him in the house of the Lord; laid hands on her; and she went through 
and he made a covenant with them and the horses 5 entrance to the king's house, 
put them under oath in the house of the and there she was slain. 

Lord, and he showed them the king’s 17 And Jehoi'ada made a covenant 
son. 5 And he commanded them, “This between the Lord and the king and 
is the thing that you shall do: one third people, that they should be the Lord’s 
of you, those who come off duty on the people; and also between the king and 
sabbath and guard the king’s house the people Then all the people of the 
6 (another third being at the gate Sur land went, to the house of Ba'al, and 
and a third at the gate behind the tore it down: his altars and his images 
guards), shall guard the palace; 7 and they broke in pieces, and they slew 
the two divisions of you, which come Mattan the priest of Ba'al before the 
on duty in force on the sabbath and altars. And the priest posted watchmen 
guard the house of the Lord/ 8 shall over the house of the Lord. i y And he 
surround the king, each with his took the captains, the Carites, the 
weapons in his hand; and whoever guards, and all the people of the land; 
approaches the ranks is to be slain. Be and they brought the king down from 
with the king when he goes out and the house of the Lord, marching 
when he comes in.” through the gate of the guards to the 

9 The captains did according to all king’s house. And he took his seat on the 
that Jehoi'ada the priest commanded, throne of the kings. 20 So all the people 
and each brought his men who were to of the land rejoiced ; and the city was 
go off duty on the sabbath, with those quiet after Athali'ah had been slain with 
who were to come on duty on the sab- the sword at the king’s house, 
bath, and came to Jehoi'ada the priest. 21" Jeho'ash was seven years old 
10 And the priest delivered to the cap- when he began to reign, 
tains the spears and shields that had 4*% In 5ie seventh year of Jehu 
been King David’s, which were in the Jeho'ash began to reign, and he 

house of the Lord; 11 and the guards reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His 
stood, every man with his weapons in mother’s name was Zib'iah of Beer- 
his hand, from the south side of the sheba. 2 And Jeho'ash did what was 
house to the north side of the house, right in the eyes of the Lord all his 
around the altar and the house/ * 2 Then days, because Jehoi'ada the priest in- 
he brought out the king’s son, and put structed him. 3 Nevertheless the high 
the crown upon him, and gave him the places were not taken away; the people 

9 With 2 Chron 22.11: Heb lacks and she put r Gk Syr Vg Compare 2 Chron 22.11: Hcb they 
* Heb the Lord to the king ‘Heb the house to the king u Ch 12.1 in Heb 
11.1-20*2 Chron 22.10-23.21. 11.21-12.14: 2 Chron 24.1-14. 



House of the Lord repaired 
continued to sacrifice and bum incense 
on the high places. 

4 Jeho'ash said to the priests, “Ah the 
money of the holy things which is 
brought into the house of the Lord, the 
money for which each man is assessed— 
the money from the assessment of per¬ 
sons—and the money which a man’s 
heart prompts him to bring into the 
house of the Lord, 5 let the priests 
take, each from his acquaintance; and 
let them repair the house wherever any 
need of repairs is discovered.” 0 But by 
the twenty-third year of King Jeho'ash 
the priests had made no repairs on the 
house. 7 Therefore King Jeho'ash sum¬ 
moned Jehoi'ada the priest and the 
other priests and said to them, “Why 
are you not repairing the house? Now 
therefore take no more money from 
your acquaintances, but hand it over for 
the repair of the house.” # So the priests 
agreed that they should take no more 
money from the people, and that they 
should not repair the house. 

9 Then Jehoi'ada the priest t<\ok a 
chest, and bored a hole in the lid of it, 
and set it beside the altar on the right 
side as one entered The house of the 
1.0kj> ; and the priests who guarded the 
threshold rut in it all the money that 
was brought into the house of the 
Lord. 10 And whenever they saw that 
there was much money in the chest, the 
king’s secretary and the high priest 
came up and they counted and tied up 
in bags the money that was found in the 
house of the Lord. 11 Then they would 
give the money that was weighed out 
into the hands of the workmen who had 
the oversight of the house of the Lord ; 
and they paid it out to the carpenters 
and the builders who worked upon the 
house of the Lord, 12 and to the masons 
and the stonecutters, as well as to buy 
timber and quarried stone for making 
repairs on the house of the Lord, and 
for any outlay upon the repairs of the 
house. 13 But there were not made for 
the house of the Lord basins of silver, 
snuffers, bowls, trumpets, or any vessels 
of gold, or of silver, from die money 
that was brought into the house of the 
Lord, 14 for that was giver to the 
workmen who were repairing the house 
of the Lord with it. 15 And they did not 
ask an accounting from the men into 
whose hand they delivered the money to 
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pay out to the workmen, for they dealt 
honestly. The money from the guilt 
offerings and the money from the sin 
offerings was not brought into the house 
of the Lord; it belonged to the priests. 

17 At that time Haz'ael king of Syria 
went up and fought against Gath, and 
took it. But when Haz'ael set his face to 
go up against Jerusalem, u< - Jeho'ash 
king of Judah took all the votive gifts 
that Jehosh'aphat and jeho'ram and 
Ahazi'ah, his fathers, the kings of 
Judah, had dedicated, and his own 
votive gifts, and all the gold that was 
found in the treasuries of the house of 
the Lord and of tine king’s house, and 
sent these to Haz'ael king of Syria. 
Then Haz'ael went away from Jeru¬ 
salem. 

19 Now the rest of the acts of Jo'ash, 
and ail that he did, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judah? 20 His servants arose 
and made a conspiracy, and slew Jo'ash 
in the house of Millo, on the way that 
goes down to Silla. 21 It was Jo'zacar the 
son of Shim'eath and jeho'zabad the 
son of Shorn or, his servants, who struck 
him down, so that he died. And they 
buried him with his fathers in the city 
of David, and Axnazi'ah his son reigned 
in his stead. 

B ln the twenty-third year of 
Jo'ash the son of Ahazi'ah, king of 
Judah, Jeho'ahaz the son of Jehu began 
to reign over Israel in Samar 'ia, and he 
reigned seventeen years. - He did what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
followed the sins of Jerobo'am the son 
of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin; 
he did not depart from them, -'And the 
anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel, and he gave them continually 
into the hand of Haz'ael king of Syria 
and into the hand of Ben-lia'dad the son 
of Haz'ael. 4 Then Jeho'ahaz besought 
the Lord, and the Lord hearkened to 
him; for he saw' the oppression of Israel, 
how the king of Syria oppressed them. 
5 (Therefore the Lord gave Israel a 
saviour, so that they escaped from the 
hand of die Syrians; and the people of 
Israel dwelt in their homes as formerly. 
6 Nevertheless they did not depart from 
the sins of the house of Jerobo'am, 
which he made Israel to sin, but 
walked v in them; and the Ashe'rah also 
remained in Samar'ia.) 7 For there was 
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not left to Jeho'ahaz an aimy of more 
than fifty horsemen and ten chariots and 
ten thousand footmen; for the king of 
Syria had destroyed them and made 
them like the dust at threshing. 
the rest of the acts of Jeho'ahaz and ail 
that he did, and his might, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the ICings of Israel? 9 So Jeho'ahaz slept 
with his fathers, and they buried him in 
Samar'ia; and Jo'ash his son reigned in 
his stead. 

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Jo'ash 
king of Judah Jeho ash the son of Jeho - 
ahaz began to reign over Israel in 
Samar'ia, and he reigned sixteen years, 
n He also did what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord; he did not depart from all 
the sins of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, 
which he made Israel to sin, but he 
walked in them. 12 Now the rest of the 
acts of Jo'ash, and all that he did, and 
the might with which he fought against 
Amazi'ah king of Judah, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Israel? 13 So Jo'ash slept 
with his fathers, and Jerobo'am sat upon 
his throne; and Jo'ash was-buried in 
Samar'ia with the kings of Israel. 

14 Now when Eli'sha had fallen sick 
with the illness of which he was to die, 
Jo'ash king of Israel went down to him, 
and wept before him, crying, “My 
father, my father 1 The chariots of 
Israel and its horsemen!” 15 And Eli'sha 
said to him, “Take a bow and arrows”; 
so he took a bow and arrows. 16 Then he 
said to the king of Israel, “Draw the 
bow**; and he drew it. And Eli'sha laid 
his hands upon the king’s hands. 17 And 
he said, “Open the window eastward”; 
and he opened it. Then Eli'sha said, 
“Shoot”; and he shot. And he said, 
“The Lord’s arrow of victory, the 
arrow of victory over Syria! For you 
shall fight the Syrians in Aphek until 
you have made an end of them.” 18 And 
he said, “Take the arrows”; and he took 
them. And he said to the king of Israel, 
“Strike the ground with them”; and he 
struck three times, and stopped. 
19 Then the man of God was angry with 
him, and said, “You should have struck 
five or six times; then you would have 
struck down Syria until you had made 
an end of it, but now you will strike 
down Syria only three times.” 

20 So Eli'sha died, and they buried 

14.2-6: 2 Chron 25.1 


Death of Elisha 
him. Now bands of Moabites used to 
invade the land in the spring of the 
year. 21 And as a man was being buried, 
lo, a marauding band was seen and the 
man was cast into the grave of Eli'sha; 
and as soon as the man touched the 
bones of Eli'sha, he revived, and stood 
on his feet. 

22 Now Haz'ael king of Syria op¬ 
pressed Israel all the days of Jeho'ahaz. 
23 But the Lord was gracious to them 
and had compassion on them, and he 
turned toward them, because of his 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and would not destroy them; nor 
has he cast them from his presence until 
now. 

24 When Haz'ael king of Syria died. 
Ben-ha'dad his son became king in his 
stead. 25 Then Jeho'ash the son of 
Jeho'ahaz took again from Ben-ha'dad 
the son of Haz'ael the dries which he 
had taken from Jeho'ahaz his father in 
war. Three rimes Jo'ash defeated him 
and recovered the dries of Israel. 

M in the second year of Jo'ash the 
son of Jo'ahaz, king of Israel, 
Amazi'ah the son of Jo'ash, king of 
Judah, began to reign. 2 He was twenty- 
five years old when he began to reign, 
and he reigned twenty-nine years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was 
Jeho-ad'din of Jerusalem. 3 And he did 
what was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
yet not like David his father; he did in 
all things as Jo'ash his father had done. 
4 But the high places were not removed; 
the people still sacrificed and burned in¬ 
cense on the high places. 5 And as 
soon as the royal power was firmly in 
his hand he killed his servants who 
had slain the king his father. 6 But he 
did not put to death the children of 
the murderers; according to what is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, 
where the Lord commanded, “The 
fathers shall not be put to death for the 
children, or the children be put to 
death for the fathers; but every man 
shall die for his own sin.” 

7 He killed ten thousand Edomites in 
the Valley of Salt and took Sela by 
storm, and called it Jok'theel, which is 
its name to this day. 

8 Then Amazi'ah sent messengers to 
Jeho'ash the son of Jeho'ahaz,* son of 
Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, 
let us look one another in the face.” 
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9 And Jeho'ash king of Israel sent word 
to Amazi'ah king of Judah, “A thistle on 
Lebanon sent to a cedar on Lebanon, 
saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son 
for a wife’; and a wild beast of Lebanon 
•passed by and trampled down the 
thistle. u ' You have indeed smitten 
Edom, and your heart has lifted you up. 
Be content with your glory, and stay at 
home; for why should you provoke 
trouble so that you fall, you and Judah 
with you?” 

] 1 But Amazi'ah would not listen. So 
Jeho'ash king of Israel went up, and he 
and Amazi'ah king of Judah faced one 
another in battle at Beth-she mesh, 
which belongs to Judah. 32 And Judah 
was defeated by Israel, and every man 
fled to his home. 13 And Jeho'ash king of 
Israel captured Amazi'ah king of Judah, 
the son of jeho'ash, son of Ahazi'ah, at 
Beth-she'mesh, and came to Jerusalem, 
and broke down the wall of Jerusalem 
for four hundred cubits, from the 
E phraim Gate to the Comer Gate. 
u And he seized all the gold and silver, 
and all the vessels that were found in the 
house of the Lord and in the treasuries 
of the king's house, also hostages, and 
he returned to Samar'ia. 

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jeho'¬ 
ash which he did, and his might, and 
how he fought with Amazi'ah king of 
Judah, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 
16 And Jeho'ash slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in Samar'ia with the 
kings of Israel; and Jerobo'am his son 
reigned in his stead, 

17 Amazi'ah the son of Jo'ash, king 
of Judah, lived fifteen year's after the 
death of jeho'ash son of Jcho'ahaz, king 
of Israel. 18 Now the rest of the deeds of 
Amazi'ah, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah? ly And they made a conspiracy 
against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to 
Lachish. But they sent after him to 
Lachish, and slew him there. 20 And 
they brought him upon horses; and he 
was buried in Jerusalem with his fathers 
in the city of David. 21 And all the people 
of Judah took Azari'ah, who was sixteen 
years old, and made him king instead of 
his father Amazi'ah. 22 He built Elath 
and restored it to Judah, after the king 
slept with his fathers. 


23 In the fifteenth year of Amazi'ah 
the son of Jo'ash, king of Judah, Jero¬ 
bo'am the son of Jo'ash, king of Israel, 
began to reign in Samar'ia, and he 
reigned forty-one years. 24 And he did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord*, 
he did not depart from all the sins of 
Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, which he 
made Israel to sin. 25 He restored rite 
border of Israel from the entrance of 
Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, 
according to the word of the Lord, the 
God of Israel, which he. spoke by his 
servant Jonah the son of Amit'tai, the 
prophet, who was from Gath-hcpher. 
26 For the Lord saw that the. affliction 
of Israel was very bitter, for there was 
none left, bond or free, and there was 
none to help Israel. 27 But the Lord had 
not said that he would blot out the name 
of Israel from under heaven, so he 
saved them by the hand of Jerobo'am 
the son of jo'ash. 

28 Now the rest of the acts of jero¬ 
bo'am, and all that he did, and his 
might, how he fought, and how he re¬ 
covered for Israel Damascus and Ha¬ 
math, which had belonged to Judah, are 
they not written in rite Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 29 And 
Jerobo'am slept with his fathers, the 
kings of Israel, and Zechari'ak his son 
reigned in his stead. 

■jj C In the twenty-seventh year of 
U Jerobo'am king of Israel Azari'ah 
the son of Amazi'ah, king of Judah, 
began to reign. 2 Ke was sixteen years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. 
His mother’s name was Jecoli'ah of 
Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right 
in the eyes of the Lord, according to all 
that his father Amazi'ah had done. 
4 Nevertheless the high places were not 
taken away; the people still sacrificed 
and burned incense on the high places. 
5 And the Lord smote the king, so that 
he was a leper to the day of his death, 
and he dwelt in a separate house. And 
Jotham the king’s son was over the 
household, governing the people of the 
land. 6 Now the rest of the acts of 
Azari'ah, and all that he did, are they 
not written in the Book of the Chron¬ 
icles of the Kings of Judah? 7 Amd 
Azari'ah slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him with his fathers in the city 
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of David, and jotham his son reigned 
in his stead. 

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azari'ah 
king of Judah Zechari'ah the son of 
Jerobo'am reigned over Israel in Sa¬ 
mar ia six months. 9 And he did what 
was evil in the sight of die Lord, as his 
fathers had done. He did not depart 
from the sins of Jerobo'am the son of 
Ncbat, which he made Israel to sin. 
10 Shailum the son of Jabesh conspired 
against him, and struck him down at 
Ib'le-anV i- and killed him, and reigned 
in his stead. 11 Now the rest of the 
deeds of Zechari'ah, behold, they are 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Israel. 12 (This was the 
promise of the Lord which he gave to 
Jehu, “Your sons shail sit upon the 
throne of Israel to the fourth genera¬ 
tion.” And so it came to pass.) 

13 Shailum the son of Jabesh began 
to reign in the thirty-ninth year of 
Uzzi'ah king of Judah, and he reigned 
one month in Samar'ia. 14 Then Men'* 
ahem the son of Gadi came up from 
Tirzah and came to Samar ia, and he 
struck down Shailum the son of Jabesh 
in Samar'ia and slew him, and reigned 
in his stead. 15 Now the rest of the deeds 
of Shailum, and the conspiracy which 
he made, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Israel. 16 At that time Men'ahem sacked 
Tap'pu-ah a and all who were in it and 
its territory from Tirzah on; because 
they did not open it to him, therefore he 
sacked it, and he ripped up all the 
women in it who were with child. 

17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azari'ah 
king of Judah Men'ahem the son of 
Gadi began to reign over Israel, and he 
reigned ten years in Samar'ia. ls And he 
did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord; he did not depart all his days 
from all the sins of Jerobo'am the son of 
Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. 
19 Pul the king of Assyria came against 
the land; and Men'ahem gave Pul a 
thousand talents of silver, that he might 
help him to confirm his hold of the royal 
power. 20 Men'ahem exacted the money 
from Israel, that is, from all the wealthy 
men, fifty shekels of silver from every 
man, to give to the king of Assyria. So 
the king of Assyria turned back, and did 


Succession of evil kings 
not stay there in the land. 21 Now' the 
rest of the deeds of Men'ahem, and ail 
that he did, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings oi 
Israel? -And Men'ahem slept with his 
fathers, and Pckahi'ah his son reigned 
in his stead. 

23 In the fiftieth year of Azari 'ah king 
of Judah Pckahi'ah the son of Men'¬ 
ahem began to reign over Israel in 
Samar'ia, and he reigned two years, 
24 And he did what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord he did not turn away from 
the sins of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, 
which he made Israel to sin. 2 -Aod 
Fekah the son of Remaii'ah, his cap¬ 
tain, conspired against him with fifty 
men of the Gileadites, and slew him in 
Samar'ia, in the citadel of the king’s 
house ;v he slew him, and reigned in his 
stead. 26 Now the rest of the deeds of 
Pckahi'ah, and all that he did, behold, 
they are written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 

__ 27 In die fifty-second year of Azari 'ah 
king of Judah Pekah the son of Rema¬ 
il'ah began to reign over Israel in 
Samar'ia, and reigned twenty years. 
255 And he did what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord; he did not depart from the 
sins of Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, 
which he made Israel to sin, 

29 In die days of Pckah king of Israel 
Tig'lath-pile'ser king of Assyria came 
and captured I jon, A'bcl-bcth-ma"- 
acah, Jane'ah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, 
and Galilee, all the land of Naph'tali; 
and he carried tire people captive to 
Assyria. 30 Then Hoshe'a the son of 
Blah made a conspiracy against Pckah 
the son of Remaii'ah, and struck him 
down, and slew' him, and reigned in his 
stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham 
the son of Uzzi'ah. 31 Now the rest of 
the acts of Pekah, and all that he did , 
behold, they are written in the Book of 
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 

32 In the second year of Pekah the 
son of Remaii'ah, king of Israel, Jotham 
the son of Uzzi'ah, king of Judah, began 
to reign. 33 He was twenty-five years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
name was Jeru'sha the daughter of 
Zadok. 34 And he did what was right in 
the eyes of the Lord, according to all 
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Ahaz a vassal of Assyria 
that his father IJzzi'ah had done. 
35 Nevertheless the high places were not 
removed; the people still sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places. He 
built the upper gate of the house of the 
.Lord. 30 Now the rest of the acts of 
Jotham, and all that he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Ciironicies of 
the Kings of Judah? 37 In those days the 
Lord began to send Reziri the king of 
Syria and Pekah the son of Rernaii'ah 
against Judah. - ;y Jotham slept with ids 
lathers, and was buried with his lathers 
m the city of David his father; and Ahaz 
his son .reigned in his stead. 

In the seventeenth year of Pekah 
iO the son of Remab'ah, Ahaz the 
fon of Jotham, king of Judah, began to 
reign. 2 Ahaz was twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned six¬ 
teen years in Jerusalem. And lie did not 
do what was right in the eyes of the 
Lord his God, as his father David had 
done, 3 but he walked in the way of the 
kings of Lrael. He even burned his son 
ns an offering, r according to the abomi¬ 
nable practices of the nations whom the 
Lord drove out before the people of 
Israel. 4 And he sacrificed and burned 
incense on the high places, and on the 
hills, and under every green tree. 

5 Then Rczin king of Syria and Pekah 
the son of Remali'ah, king of Israel, 
came up to wage war on Jerusalem, and 
they besieged Ahaz but could not con¬ 
quer him. °At that time" the king of 
Edonff recovered Elath for Edom,'’' and 
drove die men of Judah from Elath; and 
die Edomites came to Elath, where diey 
dwell to this day. 7 So Ahaz sent mes¬ 
sengers to Tig'lath-pi le'ser king of 
Assyria, saying, “I ain your servant and 
your son. Come up, and rescue me from 
the hand of the king of Syria and from 
the hand of the king of Israel, who are 
attacking me.” s Ahaz also took the 
silver and gold that was found in the 
house of the Lord and in the treasures 
of the king’s house, and sent a present 
to the king of Assyria. 9 And the king of 
Assyria hearkened to him; the king of 
Assyria marched up against Damascus, 
and took it, carrying its people captive 
to Kir, and he killed Rezin. 

10 When King Ahaz went to Da¬ 
mascus to meet Tig lath-pile'ser king of 
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Assyria, he saw the altar that was at 
Damascus. And King Ahaz sent to 
Uri ah the priest a model of the altar, 
and its pattern, exact in all its details. 
11 And Uri'ah the priest built the altar; 
in accordance with all that King Ahaz 
had sent from Damascus, so Uri'ah the 
priest made it, before King Ahaz 
arrived from Damascus. i2 And when 
the king came from Damascus, the king 
viewed the altar. Then the king drew 
near to the altar, and went up on it, 
13 and burned his burnt offering and his 
cereal offering, and poured his drink 
offering, and threw the Wood of his 
peace offerings upon the altar. 14 And the 
bronze altar which was before the Lord 
he removed from the front of the house, 
from the place between his altar and the 
house of the Lord, and put it on the 
north side of his altar. i-And King Ahaz 
commanded Uri'ah the priest, saying, 
“Upon the great altar bum the morning 
burnt offering, and the evening cereal 
offering, and the king’s burnt offering, 
and his cereal offering, with the burnt 
offering of all the people of the land, and 
their cereal offering, and their drink 
offering; and throw upon it all the blood 
of the burnt offering, and &U the blood 
of the sacrifice; but the bronze altar 
shall be for me to inquire by.” 16 Uri'ah 
the priest did all this, as King Ahaz 
commanded. 

17 And King Ahaz cut off the frames 
of the stands, and removed the \aver 
from them, and he took down the sea 
from off the bronze oxen that were un¬ 
der it, and put it upon a pediment of 
stone. i8 And the covered way for the 
sabbath which had been built inside the 
palace, and the outer entrance for the 
king he removed from <; the house of the 
Lord, because of the king of Assyria. 
19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz 
which he did, are they not written in the 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of 
Judah? 20 And Ahaz slept with his fa¬ 
thers., and was buried with his fathers in 
the city of David; and Hezeki'ah his son 
reigned in his stead. 

n ln the twelfth year of Ahaz king 
of Judah Hoshe'a the son of Elah 
began to reign in Samar'ia over Israel, 
and he reigned nine years. 2 And he did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 

^ Heb Aram (Syria) 
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yet not as the kings of Trrael who were tions that were round about them, con- 
before him. -'Against him came up cerning whom the Lord had conv 
Shalmane'ser king of Assyria; and manded them that they should not do 
Hoshe'a became his vassal, and paid like them, 1(> And they forsook all the 
him tribute. 4 But the king of Assyria commandments of the Lord their God, 
found treachery in Hoshe'a; for he had and made for themselves molten images 
sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, of two calves; and they made an Ashe- 
and offered no tribute to the king of rah, and worshipped all the host of 
Assyria, as he had done year by year; heaven, and served Ba'al. 17 And they 
therefore the king of Assyria shut him burned their sons and their daughters ns 
up, and bound him in prison. 5 Then offerings/ and used divination and 
the king of Assyria invaded all the land sorcery, and sold themselves to do evil 
and came to Samar'ia, and for three in the sight of the Lord, provoking him 
years he besieged it, 6 In the ninth year to anger. 18 Therefore the Lord was 
of Hoshe'a the king of Assyria captured very angry with Israel, and removed 
Samaria, and he carried the Israelites them out of his sighr; none was left but 
away to Assyria, and placed them in the tribe of Judah only. 

Halah, and on the Habor, the river of 19 Judah also did not keep the enm- 
Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. mandments of the Lord their God, but 
7 And this was so, because the people walked in the customs which Israel hud 
of Israel had sinned against the Lord introduced. 20 And the Lord rejected all 
their God, who had brought them up the descendants of Israel, and afflicted 
out of the land of Egypt from under the them, and gave them into the hand of 
hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had spoilers, until he had cast them out ol 
feared other gods 8 and walked in the his sight. 

customs of the nations whom the Lord 21 When he had tom Israel from the 
drove out before the people of Israel, house of David they made Jerobo am 
and in the customs which the kings of the son of Nebat king. And Jcrobo'am 
Israel had introduced. 4 9 And the people drove Israel from following the Lord 
of Israel did secretly against the Lord and made them commit great sin. 22 The 
their God tilings that were not. right, people of Israel walked in all the sins 
They built for themselves high places at which Jerobo am did; they did not de¬ 
al! their towns, from watchtower to part from them, 23 until the Lord re- 
fortified city; 10 they set up for them- moved Israel out of his sight, as he had 
selves pillars and Ashe'rim on every spoken by all his servants the prophets, 
high hill and under every green tree; So Israel was exiled from their own land 
11 and there they burned incense on all to Assyria until this day. 
the high places, as the nations did whom 24 And the king of Assyria brought 
the Lord carried away before them, people from Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, 
And they did wicked things, provoking Hamath, and Sepharva'im, and placed 
the Lord to anger, 12 and they served them in the cities of Samar'ia instead of 
idols, of which the Lord had said to the people of Israel; and they took 
them, “You shall not do this.” 13 Yet the possession of Samar'ia, and dwelt in its 
Lord warned Israel and Judah by every cities. 25 And at the beginning of their 
prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn dwelling there, they did not fear the 
from your evil ways and keep my com- Lord; therefore the Lord sent lions 
mandments and my statutes, in ac- among them, which killed some of 
cordance with all the law which I com- them. 26 So the king of Assyria was told, 
manded your fathers, and which I sent “The nations which you have carried 
to you by my servants the prophets.” away and placed in the cities of Samar'ia 
14 But they would not listen, but were do not know the law of the god of the 
stubborn, as their fathers had been, land; therefore he has sent lions among 
who did not believe in the Lord their them, and behold, they are killing them, 
God. 15 They despised his statutes, and because they do not know the law of the 
his covenant that he made with their god of the land.” 27 Then the king of 
fathers, and the warnings which he gave Assyria commanded, “Send there one 
them. They went after false idols, and of the priests whom you carried away 
became false, and they followed the na- thence; and let him/ go and dwell there, 

4 Heb obscure e Or made thei md their daughters pass through the fire * Syr Vg: Heb them 



Mixed worship in Samaria 
and teach than the law of the god of the 
land.” 28 So one of the priests whom 
they had carried away from Samaria 
came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught 
them how they should fear the Lord. 

29 But every nation still made gods 
ol its own, and put them in the shrines 
of the high places which the Samaritans 
had made, every nation in the cities in 
which they dwelt; 30 the men of Baby- 
ion made Suc'coth-be'noth, the men of 
Curb made NcrgaJ, the men of Hamath 
made Ashi'ma, 31 and the Av'vites made 
Ffibhaz and Tartak; and the Sephar'- 
viies burned their children in the fire to 
Acram'mclcch and Anam'melech, the 
gods of Sepharvalm. 32 They also 
teared the Lord, and appointed from 
among themselves all sorts of people as 
priests of the high places, who sacrificed 
Inr them in the shrines of the high 
places. 33 So they feared the Lord but 
also served their own gods, after the 
manner of the nations from among 
wham they had been carried away. 
M lb this day they do according to the 
former manner. 

They do not fear the Lord, and they 
do not follow the statutes or the ordi¬ 
nances or the law or the commandment 
which the Lord commanded the chil¬ 
dren of Jacob, whom he named Israel. 
& The Lord made a covenant with 
them, and commanded them, "You 
shall not fear other gods or bow your¬ 
selves to them or serve them or sacrifice 
to them; 36 but you shall fear the Lord, 
who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt with great power and with an 
outstretched arm; you shall bow your¬ 
selves to him, and to him you shall 
sacrifice. 37 And the statutes and the 
ordinances and the law and the com¬ 
mandment which he wrote for you, you 
shall always be careful to do. You shall 
not fear other gods, 38 and you shall not 
forget the covenant that I have made 
with you. You shall not fear other gods, 
y) but you shall fear the Lord your 
God, and he will deliver you out of the 
hand of all your enemies.” 40 However 
they would not listen, but they did ac¬ 
cording to their former manner. 

41 So these nations feared the Lord, 
and also served their graven images; 
their children likewise, and their chil¬ 
dren’s children—as their fathers did, so 
they do to this day. 

18.1-3t 2 Chron 29.1-2. 
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In the third year of Hoshe'a son 
of Elah, king of Israel, Hezeki'ah 
the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to 
reign. 2 He was twenty-five years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Abi the daughter of 
Zechari'ah. 3 And he did what was right 
in the eyes of the Lord, according to ail 
that David his father had done. 4 He re¬ 
moved the high places, and broke the 
pillars, and cut down the Ashe'rah. And 
he broke in pieces the bronze serpent 
that Moses had made, for until those 
days the people of Israel had burned 
incense to it; it was called Nehush'tan. 

5 He trusted in the Lord the God of 
Israel; so that there was none like him 
among all the kings of Judah after him, 
nor among those who were before him. 

6 For he held fast to the Lord; he did 
not depart from following him, but kept 
die commandments which the Lord 
commanded Moses. 7 And the Lord was 
with him; wherever he went forth, he 
prospered. He rebelled against the king 
of Assyria, and would not serve him. 
s He smote the Philistines as far as Gaza 
and its territory, from watchtower to 
fortified city. 

9 In the fourth year of King Hezeki'¬ 
ah, which was the seventh year of 
Hoshe'a son of Elah, king of Israel, 
Siialmane'ser king of Assyria came up 
against Samar ia and besieged it 10 and 
at the end of three years he took it. In 
the sixth year of Hezeki'ah, which was 
the ninth year of Hoshe'a king of Israel, 
Samaria was taken. 11 The king of 
Assyria carried the Israelites away to 
Assyria, and put them in Kalah, and on 
the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in 
the dries of the Medes, 12 because they 
did not obey the voice of the Lord their 
God but transgressed his covenant, even 
all that Moses the servant of the Lord 
commanded; they neither listened nor 
obeyed. 

13 In the fourteenth year of King 
Hezeki'ah Sennach'erib king of Assyria 
came up against all the fortified cities of 
Judah and took them. 14 And Hezeki'ah 
king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria 
at Lachish, saying, “I have done wrong; 
withdraw from me; whatever you im¬ 
pose on me I will bear.” And the king of 
Assyria required of Hezeki'ah king of 
Judah three hundred talents of silver 
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and thirty talents of gold 15 And Heze- master sent me to speak these words to 


ki'ah gave him all the silver that was 
found in the house of the Lord, and 
in the treasuries of the king’s house. 
16 At that time Hezeki'ah stripped the 
gold from the doors of the temple of the 
Lord, and from die doorposts which 
Hezeki'ah king of Judah had overlaid 
and gave it to the king of Assyria. t7 And 
the king of Assyria sent the Tartan, the 
Rab'saris, and the Rab'shakeh with a 
great army from Lachish to King 
Hezeki'ah at Jerusalem. And they went 
up and came to Jerusalem. When they 
arrived, they came and stood by the 
conduit of the upper pool, which is on 
the highway to the Fuller’s Field, is An d 
when they called for the king, there 
came out to them Eli'akim the son of 
Hilki'aJh, who was over the household, 
and Shebnah the secretary, and jo'ah 
the son of Asaph, the recorder.. 

19 And the Rab'shakeh said to them, 
“Say to Hezeki'ah, ‘Thus says the great 
king, the king of Assyria: On what do 
you rest this confidence of yours? 20 Do 
you think that mere words are strategy 
and power for war? On whom do you 
now rely, that you have rebelled against 
me? 21 Behold, you are relying now on 
Egypt, that broken reed of a staff, which 
will pierce the hand of any man who 
leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of 
Egypt to all who rely on him. 22 But if 
you say to me, “We rely on the Lord 
our God,” is it not he whose high places 
and altars Hezeki'ah has removed, say¬ 
ing to Judah and to Jerusalem, “You 
shall worship before this altar in Jeru¬ 
salem”? 23 Come now, make. a wager 
with my master the king of Assyria: I 
will give you two thousand horses, if 
you are able on your part to set riders 
upon them. 24 How then can you repulse 
a single captain among the least of my 
master’s servants, when you rely on 
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 
25 Moreover, is it without the Lord that 
I have come up against this place to 
destroy it? The Lord said to me. Go up 
against this land, and destroy it.* ” 

26 Then Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, 
and Shebnah, and Jo'ah, said to the 
Rab'shakeh, “Pray, speak to your serv¬ 
ants in the Aramaic language, for we 
understand it; do not speak to us in the 
language of Judah within the hearing of 
the people who are on the wall.” 27 But 
the Rab'shakeh said to them, “Has my 


your master and to you, and not to the 
men sitting on the wall, who are 
doomed with you to cai their own dung 
and to drink their own urine?' 1 

28 Then the Rab'shakeh stood and 
called out in a loud voice in the lan¬ 
guage of Judah: “Hear the word of the 
great king, the king of Assyria! 24 Thus 
says the king: ‘Do not let Hezeki'ah de¬ 
ceive you, for he will not be able ro 
deliver you out of my hand. 3i/ Do not 
let Hezeki'ah make you to rely on the 
Lord by saying. The Lord will surely 
deliver us, and this city will not be given 
into the hand of the king ol Assyria.' 
31 Do not listen to Hezeki'ah; fo; thus 
says the king of Assyria: ‘Make your 
peace with me and come out to me; then 
every one of you will eat of his own vine, 
and every one of his own fig tree, and 
every one of you will drink the wuiet 
of his own cistern; 32 until I come and 
take you away to a land like your own 
land, a land of grain and wine, a lane, 
of bread and vineyards, a land of oh\v 
trees and honey, thar you may live, and 
not die. And do not listen to Hczeki ah 
when he misleads you by saying. The 
Lord will deliver us. 33 Has am of the 
gods of die nations ever delivered his 
land out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria? 34 Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods 
of Sepharva'im, Hena, and Ivvah? Have 
they delivered Samar'ia out of iny hand? 
35 Who among all the gods of the coun¬ 
tries have delivered their countries oui. 
of my hand, that the Lord should de¬ 
liver Jerusalem out of my hand?’ ” 

36 But the people were silent and 
answered him not a word, for the king’s 
command was, “Do not answer him.” 
37 Then Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, 
who was over the household, and Sheb- 
na the secretary, and Jo'ah the son of 
Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezeki'ah 
with their clothes rent, and told him the 
words of the Rab'shakeh. 

1Q , ^ len King Hezeki'ah heard it, 
he rent his clothes, and covered 
himself with sackcloth, and went into 
the house of the Lord. 2 And he sent 
Eli'akim, who was over the household, 
and Shebna the secretary, and the senior 
priests, covered with sackcloth, to the 
prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz. 3 They 
said to him, “Thus says Hezeki'ah, This 
day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of 
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disgrace; children have come to the 
birth, and there is no strength to bring 
them forth. 4 It may be that the Lord 
your God heard all the words of the 
Rab'shakeh, whom his master the king 
of Assyria has senr to mock the living 
God, and will rebuke the words which 
the Lord vour God has heard; therefore 
lift up vour prayer for the remnant that 
is left.” * When the servants of King 
Hezcki'ah came to Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said 
to them, “Say to your master, ‘Thus 
says the Lord: Do not be afraid because 
of the words that you have heard, with 
which the servants of the king of As¬ 
syria have reviled me. 7 Behold, I will 
put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear 
a rumour and return to his own land; 
and I will cause him to fall by the sword 
in his own land.* ” 

8 3’he Rab'shakeh returned, and 
found the king of Assyria fighting 
against Libnah; for he heard that the 
king had left Lachish. °And when the 
king heard concerning TirhVkah king 
of I Ethiopia, “Behold, lie has set out to 
figlu against you,” he sent messengers 
again to Hezcki'ah, saying, “Thus 
shall you speak to Hezcki'ah king of 
Judah: ‘Do not let your God on whom 
you rely deceive you by promising that 
Jerusalem will not be given into the 
hand of the king of Assyria. 11 Behold, 
you have heard what the kings of 
Assyria have done to all lands, destroy¬ 
ing them utterly. And shall you be de¬ 
livered? i: Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them, the nations which my 
fathers destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Re- 
zeph, and the people of Eden who were 
in Tdas'sar? J3 Where is the king of 
Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of 
the city of Scpharva'im, the king of 
Hena, or the king of I wait?’ ” 

M Hezcki'ah received the letter from 
the hand of the messengers, and read it; 
and Hezcki'ah went up to the house of 
the Lord, and spread it before the 
Lord. i^And Hezcki'ah prayed before 
the Lord, and said: “O Lord the God 
of Israel, who art enthroned above the 
cherubim, thou art the God, thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou 
hast made heaven and earth. J6 Incline 
thy ear, O Lord, and hear; open thy 
eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear the 
words of Sennach'erib, which he has 
sent to mock the living God. * 7 Of a 
truth, O Lord, the kings of Assyria 


have laid waste the nations and their 
lands, and have cast their gods into 
the fire; for they were no gods, but the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone; 
therefore they were destroyed. Jly So 
now, O Lord our God, save us, I be¬ 
seech thee, from his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that 
thou, O Lord, art God alone.” 

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
to Hezcki'ah, saying, “Thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel: Your prayer to 
me about Sennach'erib king of Assyria 
J have heard. 2i This is the word that 
the Lord has spoken concerning him: 
“She despises you, she scorns you— 
the virgin daughter of Zion; 
she wags her head behind you— 
the daughter o.l Jerusalem. 

22 “Whom have you mocked and 
reviled? 

Against whom have you raised your 
voice 

and naught:-!v lifted your eyes? 
Against the Holy One of Israel! 

2} By your messengers you have mocked 
the Lord, 

and you have said. ‘With my many 
chariots 

X have gone up the heights of the 
mountains, 

to chr far recesses of Lebanon; 

X felled its tallest cedars, 
its choicest cypresses; 

T entered its farthest retreat, 
its densest forest. 

24 I dug wells 

and drank foreign waters, 
and I dried up with the sole of my 
foot 

all the streams of Egypt.’ 

25 “Have you not heard 

that I determined it long ago? 

I planned from days of old 
what now’ 1 bring to pass, 
that you should turn fortified cities 
into heaps of ruins, 

26 while their inhabitants, shorn of 

strength, 

are dismayed and confounded, 
and have become like plants of the 
field, 

and like tender grass, 
like grass on the housetops; 
blighted before it is grown? 

27 “But I know' your sitting down 
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and your going out and coming in, 
and your raging against me. 

28 Because you have raged against me 
and your arrogance has come into 
my ears, 

I will put my hook in your nose 
and my bit in your mouth, 

and I will turn you back on the way 
by which you came. 

29 “And this shall be the sign for you: 
this year you shall eat what grows of 
itself, and in the second year what 
springs of the same; then in the third 
year sow, and reap, and plant vine¬ 
yards, and eat their fruit. 30 And the 
surviving remnant of the house of Judah, 
shall again take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward; 31 for out of Jeru¬ 
salem shall go forth a remnant, and out 
of Mount Zion a band of survivors. The 
zeal of die Lord will do this. 

32 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
concerning the king of Assyria, He shall 
not come into this city or shoot an 
arrow there, or come before it with a 
shield or cast up a siege mound against 
it. 33 By die way that he came, by the 
same he shall return, and he shah not 
come into this city, says the Lord. 
34 For I will defend this city to save it, 
for my own sake and for the sake of my 
servant David.” 

35 And that night the angel of the 
Lord went forth, and slew a hundred 
and eighty-five thousand in the camp 
of the Assyrians; and when men arose 
early in the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies. 30 Then Sennach¬ 
erib king of Assyria departed, and went 
home, and dwelt at Nin'eveh. 37 And as 
he was worshipping in the house of 
Nisroch his god, Adram'melech and 
Share 1 'zer, his sons, slew him with the 
sword, and escaped into the land of 
Ararat. And E'sar-had'don his son 
reigned in his stead. 

In those days Hezeki'ah became 
sick and was at the point of 
death. And Isaiah the prophet the 
son of Amoz came to him, and said to 
him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Set your 
house in order; for you shall die, you 
shall not recover.’ '* 2 Then Hezeki'ah 
turned his face to the wall, and prayed 
to the Lord, saying, 3 “Remember 
now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how I 

" Svr See Is 38.8 and Tg: Heb lacks the sun 
l?<t. 1-21: 2 Citron 32.24-33; Is 1-39.8. 
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have walked before ihce in faithfulness 
and with a whole heart, and have done 
what is good in thy sight.” And 
Hezeki'ah wept bitterly. 4 And before 
Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, 
the word of tire I .OKI) came to him: 
5 “Turn back, and say to Hezeki'ah the 
prince of my people. Thus says the 
Lord, the God of David your father: I 
have heard your prayer, I have seen 
your tears; behold, 1 will heal you; on 
die third day you shall go up to the 
house of the Lord. ©And I will add 
fifteen years to your life. I will deliver 
you and this city out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria, and I will defend this 
city for my own sake and for my servant 
David’s sake.” 7 And Isaiah said, “Bring 
a cake of figs. And let them take and lay 
it on the boil, that he may recover.” 

8 And Hezeki'ah said to Isaiah, 
“What shall be the sign that the Lord 
will heal me, and that I shall go up to 
the house of the Lord on the third 
d3y?” “And Isaiah said, “This is the 
sign to you from the Lord, that the 
Lord will clo the thing that he has 
promised: shall the shadow go forward 
ten steps, or go back ten steps?” u> And 
Hezeki'ah answered, “It is an easy 
thing for the shadow to lengthen ten 
steps; rather let the shadow go back ten 
steps.” u And Isaiah the prophet cried 
to the Lord; and he brought the 
shadow back ten steps, by which 
the sun^ had declined on the dial of 
Ahaz. 

12 At that time Mero'dach-bal'adan 
the son of Sal 'adan, king of Babylon, 
sent envoys with letters and a present 
to Hezeki'ah; for he heard that Hezeki'¬ 
ah had been sick. 13 And Hezeki'ah 
welcomed them, and he showed them 
all his treasure house, the silver, the 
gold, the spices, the precious oil, his 
armoury, all that was found in his store¬ 
houses; there was nothing in his house 
or in all his realm that Hezeki'ah did not 
show them. 14 Then Isaiah the prophet 
came to King Hezeki'ah, and said to 
him, “What did these men say? And 
whence did they come to you?” And 
Hezeki'ah said, “They have come from 
a far country, from Babylon.” 15 He 
said, “What have they seen in your 
house?” And Hezeki'ah answered, 
“They have seen ail that is in my house; 
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there is nothing in my storehouses that only they will be careful to do according 
I did not show them.” to all that I have commanded them, and 

16 Then Isaiah said to Hezcki'ah, according to all the law that my servant 
“Hear the word of the Lord: 17 Behold, Moses commanded them.” 9 But they 
the davs are coming, when all that is in did not listen, and Manas'seh seduced 
your house, and that which your fathers them to do more evil than the nations 
have stored up till tins day, shall be had done whom the Lord destroyed 
carried to Babylon; nothing shall be before the people of Israel, 
left, says the Lord. l8 And some of your 10 And the Lord said by his servants 
own sons, who are born to you, shall be the prophets, 1J “Because Manas'seh 
taken away; and they shall be eunuchs king of Judah has committed these 
in the palace of the king of Babylon,” abominations, and has done tilings more 
19 Then said Hezeki'ah to Isaiah, “The wicked titan all that the Amorites did, 
word of the Lord which you have who were before him, and has made 
spoken is good.” For he thought, “Why Judah also to sin with his idols; 12 there- 
noi, if there will be peace and security fore thus says the Lord, the God of 
in my days?” Xsiaci, Behold, I am bringing upon 

20 The rest of the deeds of Hezcki'ah, Jerusalem and Judah such evil that the 
and ail his might, and how he made the ears of every one who hears of it will 
pool and the conduit and brought water tingle. 13 And 5 will stretch over Jeru- 
mto the city, are they not written in the saletn the measuring line of Samar ia, 
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of and the plummet of the house of Ahab; 
Judah? 21 And Hezeki'ah slept with his and l will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes 
fathers; and Manas'seh his son reigned a dish, wiping it and turning it upside 
in ros stead. down. l;i And i will cast oil the remnant 

n Manas'seh was twelve years old of my heritage, arid give them into the 
when he began to reign, and he hand of their enemies, and they shall 
reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem, become a prey and a spoil to all their 
His mother’s name was Heph'zibah. enemies, « because they have done 
2 And he did what was evil in the sight of what is evil in my sight and have pro- 
the Lord, according to the abominable voked me to anger, since the day their 
practices of the nations W'hom the Lord fathers came out of Egypt, even to this 
drove out before die people ol Israel, day.” 

3 For he rebuilt the high places which 15 Moreover Manas'seh shed very 
Hezekx'ah his father had destroyed; and much innocent blood, till he had filled 
he erected altars for Ba'ai, and made an Jerusalem from one end to another, 
Ashe rah, as Ahab king of Israel had besides the sin which he made Judah to 
done, and worshipped all the host of sin so that they did what was evil in the 
heaven, and served them. 4 And he sight of the Lord. 
built altars in the house of the Lord, of 17 Now the rest of the acts of Manas'- 
which the Lord had said, “In Jeru- seh, and all that he did, and the sin that 
salem will 1 put my name.” 5 And he he committed, are they not written in 
built altars for all the host of heaven in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
the two courts of the house of the Lord, of Judah? ls And Manas'seh slept with 
6 And he burned his son as an offering, his lathers, and was buried in the garden 
and practised soothsaying and augury, of his house, in the garden of Uzza; and 
and dealt with mediums and with Araon his son reigned in his stead, 
wizards. He did much evil in the sight 19 Amon was twenty-two years old 
of the Lord, provoking him to anger, when he began to reign, and he reigned 
7 And the graven image of Ashe'rah that two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s 
he had made he set in the house of name was Meshul'lemeth the daughter 
which the Lord said to David and to of Haruz of Jotbah. 20 And he did what 
Solomon his son, “In this house, and in was evil in the sight of the Lord, as 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of Manas'seh his father had done. 21 He 
all the tribes of Israel, I will put my walked in all the way in which his father 
name for ever; 8 and I will not cause the walked, and served the idols that his 
feet of Israel to wander any more out of father serv ed, and worshipped them; 
the land which I gave to their fathers, if 22 he forsook the Lord, the God of his 

*1.1-9: 2 Chron 33.1-9. 21.18: 2 Chron 33.20. 21.19-24! 2 Chron 33.21-25. 
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fathers, and did not walk in the way of 
the Lord. 23 And the servants of Anion 
conspired against him, and killed the 
king in his house. 24 But the people of 
die land slew all those who had con¬ 
spired against King Anion, and the 
people of the land made Josi'ah his son 
king in his stead. 25 Now the .rest of the 
acts of Amon which he did, are they not 
written in the Book of the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Judah? 20 And he was 
buried in his tomb in the garden of 
Uzza; and Josi'ah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Josi'ah was eight years old. when 
he began to reign, and he reigned 
thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Jedi'dah the daugh¬ 
ter of Adai'ah of Bozkath. 2 And he did 
what -was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
and walked in all the way of David his 
father, and he aid not turn aside to the 
right hand or to the left. 

3 In the eighteenth year of King 
Josi'ah, the king sent Shaphan die son 
of Azali'ah, son of Meshul'lam, the 
secretary, to the house of the Lord, say¬ 
ing, 4 “Go up to Hilki'ah the high 
priest, that he may reckon the amount 
of the money which has been brought 
into the house of the Lofjd, which the 
keepers of the threshold have collected 
from the people; 5 and let it be given 
into the hand of the workmen who have 
the oversight of the house of the Lord; 
and let them give it to the workmen 
who are at the house of the Lord, re¬ 
pairing the house, 6 that is, to the 
carpenters, and to the builders, and to 
the masons, as well as for buying timber 
and quarried stone to repair the house. 
7 But no accounting shall be asked from 
them for the money which is delivered 
into their hand, for they deal honest¬ 
ly.” 

8 And Hilki'ah the high priest said to 
Shaphan the secretary, “I have found 
the book of the law in the house of the 
Lord.” And Hilki'ah gave the book to 
Shaphan, and he read it. 9 And Shaphan 
the secretary came to the king, and re¬ 
ported to the king, “Your servants have 
emptied out the money that was found 
in the house, and have delivered it into 
the hand of the workmen who have the 
oversight of the house of the Lord.” 
10 Then Shaphan the secretary told the 
king, “Hilki'ah the priest has given me 

22.1-2: 2 Chron 34.1-2. 22.3-7: 2 Chron 34.8-12. 


a book.” And Shaphan read it before the 
king. 

11 And when the king heard the 
words of the book of the law, he rent his 
clothes. 12 And the king commanded 
Hilki'ah the priest, and Ahi'kam the son 
of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of 
Micai'ah, and Shaphan die secretary, 
and Asa'iah the king’s servant, saying, 
13 “Go, inquire of the Lord lot me, and 
for the people, and for all Judah, con¬ 
cerning the words of this book that has 
been found; for great is the wrath of the 
Lord that is kindled against us, because 
our fathers have not obeyed die words 
of this book, to do according to all that is 
written concerning us.” 

14 So Hilki'ah the priest, and Ahi- 
kam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and 
Asa'iah went to Huklah the prophetess- 
die wife of Shallum the son of Tikvati, 
son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe 
(now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the 
Second Quarter); and they talked with 
her. i^And she said to them, “Thus says 
the Lord, the God of Israel: *TtU the 
man who sent you to me, 16 Thus says 
the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon 
this place and upon its inhabitants, all 
the words of the book which the king of 
Judah has read. 17 Because they have 
forsaken me and have bunted incense 
to other gods, that they might provoke 
me to anger with all the work of their 
hands, therefore my wrath will be 
kindled against this place, and it will not 
be quenched. 18 But as to the king of 
Judah, who sent you to inquire of the 
Lord, thus shall you say to him. Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel: Re¬ 
garding the words which you have 
heard, 19 because your heart was peni¬ 
tent, and you humbled yourself before 
the Lord, when you heard how I spoke 
against this place, and against its in¬ 
habitants, that they should become a 
desolation and a curse, and you have 
rent your clothes and wept before me, 
I also have heard you, says the Lord. 
20 Therefore, behold, I will gather you 
to your fathers, and you shall be gath¬ 
ered to your grave in peace, and your 
eyes shall not see all die evil which I 
will bring upon this place.’ ” And they 
brought back word to the king. 

Then the king sent, and all the 
Jmtfj elders of Judah and Jerusalem 
were gathered to him. 2 And the king 
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went up to the house of the Lord, and might bum his son or his daughter as an 
with him all the men of Judah and ail offering to Molech. 11 And he removed 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the the horses that the kings of Judah had 
priests and the prophets, all the people, dedicated to the sun, at the entrance to 
both small and great; and he read in the house of the Lord, by the cham- 
their hearing all the words of the book ber of Nathan-melech tne chamberlain, 
of the covenant which had been found which was in the precincts ; h and he 
in the house of the Lord. 3 And the king burned the chariots of the sun with 
stood by the pillar and made a covenant Hire. 12 And the altars on the roof of the 
before the Lord, to walk after the Lord upper chamber of Ahaz, which the 
and to keep his commandments and his kings of Judah had made, and the altars 
testimonies and his statutes, with all his which Manas'seh had made in the two 
heart and all his soul, to perform the courts of the house of the Lord, he 
words of this covenant that were written puLled down and broke in pieces/ and 
in this book ; and ait the people joined in cast the dust of them into the brook 
the covenant. Kidron. 13 And the king defiled the high 

4 And the king commanded Hilki'ah, places that were east of Jerusalem, to 
the high priest, and the priests of the the south of the mount of corruption, 
second order, and the keepers of the winch Solomon the king of Israel had 
threshold, to bring out of the temple of built for Ash'toreth the abomination of 
the Lord ail the vessels made for Ba'al., the Sido'nians, and for Chemosh the 
for Ashe'rah, and for all the host of abomination of Moab, and for MAicom 
heaven; he burned them outside Jeru- the abomination of the Ammonites, 
salem in the fields of the Kidron, and 14 And he broke in pieces the pillars, and 
carried their ashes to Bethel. ^And he. cut down the Ashe rim, and filled their 
deposed the idolatrous priests whom the places with the bones of men. 

Icings of Judah had ordained to burn 15 Moreover the altar at Bethel, the 
incense in the high places at the cities of high place erected by jerobo'am the son 
Judah and round about Jerusalem; of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, that 
those also who burned incense to Ba'al, altar with the high place he pulled down 
to t he sun, and the moon, and the con- and he broke in pieces its stones/ 
stellations, and all the host of the crushing them to dust; also he burned 
heavens. 6 And he brought out the the Ashe'rah. I6 And as Josi'ah turned, 
Ashe'rah from the house of the Lord, he saw the tombs there on the mount; 
outside Jerusalem, to the brook Kidron, and he sent and took the bones out of 
and burned it at the brook Kidron, and the tombs, and burned them upon the 
beat it to dust and cast the dust of it altar, and defiled it, according to the 
upon the graves of the common people, word of the Lord which the man of God 
7 And he broke down the houses of the proclaimed, who had predicted these 
male cult prostitutes which were in the tilings. 17 Then he said, “What is yon- 
house of the Lord, where the women der monument that I see?” And the men 
wove hangings for the Ashe'rah. 8 And of the city told him, “It is the tomb of 
he brought all the priests out of the the man of God who came from Judah 
cities of Judah, and defiled the high and predicted these things which you 
places where^the priests had burned in- have done against the altar at Bethel.” 
cense, from Geba to Beer-sheba; and he 18 And he said, “Let him be; let no man 
broke down the high places of the gates move his bones.” So they let his bones 
that were at the entrance of the gate of alone, with the bones of the prophet 
Joshua the governor of the city, which who came out of Samar'ia. 19 And all the 
were on one T s left at the gate of the city, shrines also of the high places that were 
9 However, the priests of the high places in the cities of Samar'ia, which kings of 
did not come up to the altar of the Lord Israel had made, provoking the Lord 
in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened to anger, Josi'ah removed; he did to 
bread among their brethren. 10 And he them according to all that he had done 
defiled Tophcth, which is in the valley at Bethel. 20 And he slew all the priests of 
of the sons of Hinnom, that no one the high places who were there, upon 

* Tbt meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain * Heb pieces frem there 

* Gk: Heb he burned the htgh place 
23.4~20t 2 Chron 34.3-7. 
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the altars, and burned the bones of men 
upon .them. Then he returned to Jeru¬ 
salem. 

21 And the king commanded all the 
people, “Keep the passover to the 
Lord your God, as it is written in this 
book of the covenant.” 22 For no such 
passover had been kept since the days 
of the judges who judged Israel, or 
during all the days of the kings of Israel 
or of the kings of Judah; 23 but in the 
eighteenth year of King Josi'ah this 
passover was kept to the Lord in 
Jerusalem. 

24 Moreover Josi'ah put away the 
mediums and the wizards and the ter- 
aphim and the idols and all the abom¬ 
inations that were seen in the land of 
Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might 
establish the words of the law which 
were written in the book that Hilki'ah 
the priest found in the house of the 
Lord. 25 Before him there was no king 
like him, who turned to the Lord with 
all his heart and with all his soul and 
with all his might, according to all the 
law of Moses; nor did any like him 
arise after him. 

26 Still the Lord did not turn from 
the fierceness of his great wrath, by 
which his anger was kindled against 
Judah, because of all the provocations 
with which Manas'seh had provoked 
him. 27 And the Lord said, “I will re¬ 
move Judah also out of my sight, as I 
have removed Israel, and I will cast off 
this city which I have chosen, Jeru¬ 
salem, and the house of which I said, 
My name shall be there.” 

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josi'ah, 
and all that he did, are they not written 
in the Book of the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judah? 29 In his days Pharaoh 
Neco king of Egypt went up to the king 
of Assyria to the river Eu-phra’tes. 
King Josi'ah went to meet him; and 
Pharaoh Neco slew him at Megid'do, 
when he saw him. 30 And his servants 
carried him dead in a chariot from 
Megid'do, and brought him to Jeru¬ 
salem, and buried him in his own 
tomb. And the people of the land took 
Jeho'ahaz the son of Josi'ah, and 
anointed him, and made him king in his 
father’s stead. 

31 Jeho'ahaz was twenty-three years 
old when he began to reign, and he 

23.21-23: 2 Chron 35.1-19. 23.30-34: 2 Chron 36.1-4. 
23.36-24.6: 2 Chron 36.5-8. 


reigned three months in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Hamu'tal the 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 32 And 
he did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that his fathers 
had done. 33 And Pharaoh Neco put him 
in bonds at Riblah in the land of 
Hamath, that he might not reign in 
Jerusalem, and laid upon the land a 
tribute of a hundred talents of silver and 
a talent of gold. 34 And Pharaoh Neco 
made Eli'akim the son of Josi'ah king in 
the place of Josi'ah his father, and 
changed his name to Jehoi'akim. But he 
took Jeho'ahaz away; and he came to 
Egypt, and died there. :>s And Jehoi'akim 
gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh, 
but he taxed the land to give the money 
according to the command of Pharaoh. 
He exacted the silver and the gold of the 
people of the land, from every one ac¬ 
cording to his assessment, to give it to 
Pharaoh Neco. 

36 Jehoi'akim was twenty-five years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Zebi'dah the daugh¬ 
ter of Peda iah of Rurnah. 37 And he did 
what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
according to all that his fathers had 
done. 

In his days Nebuchadnez zar 
king of Babylon came up, and 
Jehoi'akim became his servant three 
years; then he turned and rebelled 
against him. 2 And the Lord sent against 
him bands of the Chalde'ans, and bands 
of the Syrians, and bands of the Moab¬ 
ites, and bands of the Ammonites, and 
sent them against Judah to destroy it, 
according to the word of the Lord 
which he spoke by his servants the 
prophets. 3 Surely this came upon Ju¬ 
dah at the command of the Lord, to 
remove them out of his sight, for the 
sins of Manas'seh, according to all that 
he had done, 4 and also for the innocent 
blood that he had shed; for he filled 
Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the 
Lord would not pardon. 5 Now the rest 
of the deeds of Jehoi'akim, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the Book 
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 
6 So Jehoi'akim slept with his fathers, 
and Jehoi'achin his son reigned in his 
stead. 7 And the king of Egypt did not 
come again out of his land, for the king 
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of Babylon had taken all that belonged 
to the king of Egypt from the Brook of 
Egypt to the river JEu-phra'tes. 

S jehoi aciun was eighteen years old 
when he became king, and he reigned 
three months in Jerusalem. His moth¬ 
er’s name was Nehush'ta the daughter 
of Elna'than of Jerusalem. 9 And he did 
what was evil in the sight of the Loud, 
according to all that his lather had done. 

10 At that tune the servants of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 
up to Jerusalem, and the city was be¬ 
sieged. u And Nebuehadnez’zav king of 
Babylon came to The city, while his 
seivants were besieging it; 12 and 
Jehoi aclim the king of Judah gave him¬ 
self up to the king of Babylon, himself, 
ana his mother, and lus servants, arid 
bis princes, and his palace officials. Hie 
king of Babylon ok him prisoner in the 
eighth year of reign, 1: ’ and carried 
oil all the treasures ‘ the house of the 
Lori?, and the treasures of the lung's 
house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of 
gold in the temple of the Lord, which 
Solomon king of Israel had made, as the 
Lord had foretold. 14 He carried away 
all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all 
the mighty men of valour, ten thousand 
captives, and ail the craftsmen and the 
smiths; none remained, except the 
poorest people of the land. 15 And he 
carried away jehovachin to Babylon; 
the king’s mother, tire king's wives, his 
officials, and the chief men of the land, 


king of Babylon. J And in the ninth 
year of his reign, in the tenth 
month, on the tenth day of the 
onth, Nebuchadnez'zai king of Baby¬ 
lon came with all his army against Jeru¬ 
salem, and laid siege to it; and they 
built siegeworks against it round about. 

2 So tire city was besieged till the 
eleventh year ot King Zedeki'ah. 3 On 
the ninth day of the fourth month the 
famine was so severe ia the city that 
there was no food tor the people of the 
land. 4 Then a breach was made in the 
city ; the king with ail the men of war 
fled* by night by the way of the gate 
between the two walls, by the king’s 
garden, though the Chalde'ans were 
around the city. And they went in the 
direction of the Arabah. 5 But the army 
of the Chalde'ans pursued the king, and 
overtook him in the plains of Jericho; 
and all his army was scattered from him. 
6 Then they captured the king, and 
brought him up to the king of Babylon 
at Ribbh, who passed sentence upon 
him. 7 They slew the sons of Zcdcki'ah 
before his eyes, and put out the eves ot 
Zedeki'ah. and bound him in fetters, 
and took him to Babylon. 

8 In the fifth month, on the seventh 
day of the month—which was the nine¬ 
teenth year of King Nebuchadnez'zar, 
king of Babylon—Nebu'zarad'an, the 
captain of the bodyguard, a servant of 
the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 
°And he burned the house of the Lord, 


he took into captivity from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. ^And the king of Babylon 
brought captive to Babylon Ml the men 
of valour, seven thousand, and the crafts¬ 
men and the smiths, one thousand, all of 
them strong and fk for war. 17 And the 
king of Babylon made Mattani'ah, 
Jehoi'achin’s uncle, king in his stead, 
and changed his name to Zedeki'ah. 

18 Zedeki'ah was twenty-one years 
old when he became king, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His 
mother’s name was Hamu'ta! the 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 19 And 
he did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that Jehoi'akim 
had done . 20 For because of the anger of 
the Lord it came to the point in Jeru¬ 
salem and Judah that he cast them out 
from his presence. 

And Zedeki'ah rebelled against the 

* G fl k , C *°^P“ rc J« 394 i 52.7: Hcb lacks the king and t 
24-8-17J 2 Chron 36.9-10. 24.18-26.2*: 2 Chron 36.1 


and the king’s house and all the houses 
of Jerusalem; every great house he 
burned down. 10 And all the army of the 
Chalde'ans, who were with the captain 
of the guard, broke down the walls 
around Jerusalem. 11 And the rest of the 
people who were left in the city and the 
deserters who had deserted to the king 
of Babylon, together with the rest 
of the multitude, Nebu'zarad'an the 
captain of foe guard carried into exile. 
12 But the captain of the guard left some 
of the poorest of the land to be vine¬ 
dressers and ploughmen. 

13 And the pillars of bronze that were 
in the house of the Lord, and the stands 
and the bronze sea that were in the 
house of the Lord, the Chalde'ans 
broke in pieces, and carried the bronze 
to Babylon. 14 And they took away the 
pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, 

ed 

-21; Jcr *52.1-27. 
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and the dishes for incense and all the 
vessels of bronze used in the tempie 
service, 15 the firepans also, and the 
bowls. What was of gold the captain of 
the guard took away as gold, and what 
was of silver, as silver. lt As for the two 
pillars, the one sea, and the stands, 
which Solomon had made for the house 
of the Lord, the bronze of all these 
vessels was beyond weight. 17 The 
height of the one pillar was eighteen 
cubits, and upon it was a capital of 
bronze; the height of the capital was 
three cubits; a network and pome¬ 
granates, all of bronze, were upon the 
capital round about. And the second 
pillar had the like, with the network. 

18 And the captain of the guard took 
Serai'ah the chief priest, and Zepbani'- 
ah the second priest, and the three 
keepers of the threshold; 19 and from 
the city he took an officer who had been 
in command of the men of war, ana five 
men of the king’s council who were 
found in the city ; and the secretary of 
the commander of the army who mus¬ 
tered the people of the land; and sixty 
men of the people of the land who were 
found in the city. 20 And Nebu'zarad'an 
the captain of the guard took them, and 
brought them to tile king of Babylon at 
Riblah. 21 And the king of Babylon 
smote them, and put them to death at 
Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah 
was taken into exile out of its land. 

22 And over the people who remained 
in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar king of Babylon had left, he 
appointed Gedali'ah the son of Alii- 
kam, son of Shaphan, governor. 23 Now 


when all the captains of the forces in the 
open country* and their men heard that 
the king of Babylon had appointed 
Gedali'ah governor, they came with 
their men to Gedali'ah at Mizpah, 
namely, Ish'mact the son of Nethani'ah, 
and Joha’nan the son of Rare'ah, and 
Serai'ah the son of Tanhu'metb the 
Netoph'athitc, and Ja-azani'ah the son 
of the Mn-ac'athite. 24 And Gedali'ah 
swore to them and their men, saying, 
“Do not be afraid because of the 
Chalde'an officials; dwell in the land, 
and serve the king of Babylon, and it 
shall be well with you.” 25 But in the 
seventh month, Ish'mael the son of 
Netham'ah, soil of Elish'ama. of the 
royal family, came with ten men, and 
attacked and killed Gedali'ah and the 
Jews and the Chalde ans who were with 
him at Mizpah. 20 Then all the people, 
both small and great, and trie captains 
of the forces arose, and went to Egypt; 
for they were afraid of the Chalde ans. 

2? And in the thirty-seventh vear of 
the exile of Jehoi'aclhn king of Judah, 
in the twelfth month, on the twenty- 
seventh day of the month. Evil-mcvo'- 
dach king of Babylon, in the year that he 
began to reign, graciously freed Tehoi'- 
achin king of Judah from prison; and 
he spoke kindly to him, and gave him a 
scat above the seats of the kings who 
were with him in Babylon. 2<i So Jehoi- 
achin put off Iris prison garments. And 
every day of his life he dined regularly 
at the king’s table; 30 and for his al¬ 
lowance, a regular allowance was given 
him by the king, every day a portion, as 
long as he lived. 


THE FIRST BOOK OF THE 

CHRONICLES 


I Adam, Seth, Enosh; 2 Kenan, Ma¬ 
hal'al el, Jared; 3 Enoch, Methu¬ 
selah, Lantech; 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth. 

5 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Ma¬ 
gog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, 
and Tiras. 6 The sons of Gomer: Ash¬ 


kenaz, Diphath, and Togar'mah. 7 The 
sons of Javan: Eli'shah, Tarshish, Kit- 
tim, and Ro'danim. 

8 The sons of Ham: Cush, Egypt, 
Put, and Canaan. 9 The sons of Cush: 
Seba, Hav'i-lah, Sabta, Ra'ama, and 
Sab'teca. The sons of Ra'amah: Sheba 


* With Jer 40.7: Heb lack* the open country 

25.22-26: Jer 40.7-43.7. 25.27-30: Jer 52.31-34. 1.1-54: Gea 5; 10; 11; 25; 36. 
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and Dcdan. 50 Cush was the father of ahath, Ebal, Shephi, and On am, The 
Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one in sons of Zib'eon : Ai'ah and An ah. 41 The 
the earth. sons of Anah: Dishon. The sons of Di¬ 

ll Egypt was the father of Ludim, shon: Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, and 
An'ammi, Leha'bim, Naph-ru'him, Chcran. 42 The sons of Ezer: Bilhan, 

32 Pathru'sim, Caslu him (v/hence came Za'avan, and Ja'akan. The sons of Oi- 

the Philistines), and Caph'torim. shan: Uz and Aran. 

13 Canaan was the father of Sidon his 43 These are the kings who reigned 
first-bom, and Heth, 14 and the Jeb'- in the land of Edom before any king 
usires, the Amorites, the Gir'gashites, reigned over the Israelites: Bela the son 
1* the Ilivitcs, the Ar kites, the Smites, of Be'or, the name of whose city was 
U’ the Ar'vadites, the Zcm'antes, and Din'habah. 44 When Tela died, Jobab 
die Ha 'mathites. the son of Zerah of Hozrah reigned in 

17 The sons of Shem: Liam, Asshur, his stead. 4? When jobab died, Husham 
Arpach'shad, Lud, Aram, Uz, Huh of the land of the Te'rnaniles reigned in 
Gether, and Meshcch. lh Arpach'shad his stead. 4f> When Husham died, H:;<?nd 
was the father of She lab; and Shelah the son of Bedad, who defeated Mid 'km 
was the father of Ebcr. 19 To Kber were in the country of Moab, reigned in his 
born two sons: the name of the one was stead; and the name of his city was 
Pdeg (for in his days the earth was Avith. 47 When Hadad died, Samlah of 
divided), and the name of his brother Masrc'kah reigned in his stead. 48 When 
Joktan. 20 joktan was the father of Sanik.h died, Sha'ul of Relio'both on 
Almo'dad, Sheleph, H a'vcth, the Eu-phra'tes reigned in his stead. 
Jerah, 21 Kador'ast. U: ai, Diklah, 4,1 When Sha’ul died, Ba'al-ha nan, the 
•heba, 23 Onhir, son of Achbor, reigned in his stead. 

1- Tav'i-Iah, and Jobat ill these were the When Ba'al-ha'nan died. Via dad 

sons of Joktan. reigned in his stead; and the name of his 

24 Shem, Arpach'shad, Shelah; city was Pa'i, and his wife’s name 

2 - Eber, Pc leg, Re'u; 2(1 Senig. Nahor, Aiehet'abel the daughter of Matred, the 

Terah; 27 Abram, that is, Abraham. daughter of Aic’zahab. ^And Hadad 

1\S The sons of Abraham: .Isaac and died. 

Ish'mad. 29 These arc their genealogies: The chiefs of Edom were: chiefs 

tlie first-born of Ish'maek Nebaioth; Timna, Al'iah, Jelhcth, ?2 Oholiba'mah, 
and Kedar, Adbeel, Aiihsam, 30 Mish- Elah, Pinon, 53 Kenaz, Teman, Mjbzar, 
ma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tcma, - S4 Aiag'diel, and Irani; these are the 
31 jetur, Naphish, and Ked'emah. duels of Edom. 

These are the sons of Ishmacl. 32 The ^ These are the sons of Israel: 
sons of Ketu'rah, Abraham’s concu- ■** Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Is'- 
bine: she bore Zimran, Jokshan, sachar, Zeb'uiun, 2 Dan, Joseph, Ben- 
A'icdan, Mid ian, Ishbak. and Shuah. jamin, Naph'tali, Gad, and *\sher. 3 The 
The sons of jokshan: Sheba and Dedan. sons of Judah: Er, Onan, and Shelah; 

33 The sons of Mid'ian: Ephah, Epher, these three Bath-shu'a the Canaamtess 

Hanoch, Abi'da, and Elda'ah. All these bore to him. Now Er, Judah’s nrst- 
were the descendants of Ketu'rah. born, was wicked in the sight of the 

34 Abraham was the father of Isaac. Lord, and he slew him. 4 Elis daughter- 
The sons of Isaac: Esau and Israel, in-law 7 Tamar als'o bore him Perez and 
35 The sons of Esau: El iphaz, Reu'el, Zerah. Judah had five sons in all. 
Jc'ush, Jalam, and Korah. 30 The sons 5 The sons of Perez: Hezron and 
of El'iphaz: Teman, Omar, Zephi, Hamul. 6 The sons of Zerali: Zimri, 
Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and Am'ulek. Ethan, Heman, Calcol, and Dara, five 
37 The sons of Reu'el: Nahath, Zerah, in all. 7 The sons of Carmi: Achar, the 
Shammuh, and Mizzah. troubler of Israel, who transgressed in 

38 The sons of Se'ir: Lotan, Shobal, the matter of the devoted thing; 8 and 
Zib'eon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Di- Ethan’s son was Azari'ah. 
shan. 39 The sons of Lotan; Hori and 9 The sons of Hezron, that were bom 
Homam; and Lotan’s sister was Timna. to him: Jerah'meel, Ram, and Chelu- 
40 The sons of Shobal: Al'ian, Man'- bai. 10 Ram was the father of Ammin'- 
2.1-2: Gen 35.23-26. 2.3-4: Gen 38.3-7, 29-30; Nuro 26.19-20. 2.5: Gen 46.12; Num 26.21. 

2.6-8: Josh 7.1; 1 Kings 4.31. 
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adab, and Ammin'adab was the father sons, only daughters; but Shcshan had 


of Nahshon, prince of the sons of Judah. 
11 Nahshon was the father of Salma, 
Salma of Bo'az, * 2 Bo'az of Obed, Obed 
of Jesse , 13 Jesse was the father of Eli'ab 
his first-bom, Abin'adab the second, 
Shirn'e-a tlie third, 14 Nethan'el the 
fourth, Raddai the fifth, 15 Ozem the 
sixth, David the seventh; 16 and their 
sisters were Zeru'iah and Ab'igail. The 
sons of Zeru'iah: Ahi'shai, Jo ab, and 
As'ahel, three. 17 Abigail bore Ama'sa, 
and the father of Arna’sa was Jether tiie 
Ish'maelite. 

18 Caleb the son of Hezron had 
children by his wife Azu'bah, and by 
Jer'ioth; and these were her sons: 
Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 19 When 
Azu'bah died, Caleb married Ephrath, 
who bore him Hur. 20 Hur was the fa¬ 
ther of Uri, and Ori was the father of 
Bez'alel. 

21 Afterward Hezron went injo the 
daughter of Machir the father of Gilead, 
whom he married when he was sixty 
years old; and she bore him Segub; 
22 and Segub was the father of Ja'ir, 
who had twenty-three cities in the land 
of Gilead. 23 But Geshur and Aram took 
from them Hawothja'ir, Keinath and its 
villages, sixty towns. All these were 
descendants of Machir, the father of 
Gilead. 24 After the death of Hezron, 
Caleb went in to Eph'rathah, c the wife 
of Hezron his father, and she bore him 
Ashhur, the father of Teko'a. 

25 The sons of Jerah'meel, the first¬ 
born of Hezron: Ram, his first-bom, 
Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahi'jah. 
26 Jerah'meel also had another wife, 
whose name was At'arah; she was the 
mother of Onam, 27 The sons of Ram, 
the first-bom of Jerah'meel: Ma'az, 
Jamin, and Eker. 28 The sons of Onam: 
Sham'mai and Jada. The sons of Sharri- 
mai: Nadab and Abi'shur. 29 The name 
of Abi'shur’s wife was Ab'ihail, and she 
bore him Ahban and Molid. 30 The sons 
of Nadab: Seled and Ap'pa-im; and 
Seled died childless. 31 The sons of Ap'¬ 
pa-im: Ishi. The sons of Ishi: Shcshan. 
The sons of Sheshan: Ahlai. 32 The sons 
of Jada, Sham'mai’s brother: Jether and 
Jonathan; and Jether died childless. 
33 The sons of Jonathan: Peleth and 
Zaza. These were the descendants of 
Jerah'meel. 34 Now Sheshan had no 

° Gk Vg: Heb At Caleb Ephrathah b Gk: Heb Mesha 
M-»t 2 Sam 3.2-5; 5.14-16; 1 Chron 14.3-7. 


an Egyptian slave, whose name was 
Jarha. ^ So Sheshan gave his daughter 
in marriage to Jarha his slave; and she 
bore him Attai. 30 Attni was the father of 
Nathan and Nathan of Zabad. 37 Zabud 
was the father of Ephial, and Ephlal of 
Obed. 38 Obed was the father of Jehu, 
and Jehu of Azari'ah. 39 Azari'ah was the 
father of Helcz, and Helez of Ele-a'sah. 
4 *> Ele-a'sah was the father of Sismai, 
and Sismai of Shalium 41 Shallum was 
the father of Jekami'ah, and Jekami'ah 
of Elish'&ma. 

42 The sons of Caleb the brother of 
Jerah'meel: Mare'shah* his first-born, 
who was the father of Zirh. The sons of 
Mare'shah: Hebron. c 43 The sons of 
Hebron: Korah, Tap'pu-ah, Rekem, 
and Shema. 44 Shcma was the father of 
Raham, the father of jor'ke-am; and 
Rekem was the father of Sham'mai. 
45 The son of Sham'mai: Ma'on; and 
Ma'on was the father of Bcth-zur. 

Ephah also, Caleb’s concubine, bore 
Haran, Mo::a, and Gazez; and Ha ran 
was the father of Gaze.-:. 4 7 The sons of 
Jah'dai: Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, 
Ephah, and Sha'aph, 48 Ma'acah,^ Ca¬ 
leb’s concubine, bore Sheber and Tir'- 
hanah. 49 She also bore Sha'aph the 
father of Madman'nah, Sheva the 
father of Machbe'nah and the father of 
Gib'e-a; and the daughter of Caleb was 
Achsah. 50 These were rite descendants 
of Caleb. 

The sons'* of Hur the first-born of 
Eph'rathah: Shobal the father of Kir'- 
iath-je'arim, 51 Salma, the father of 
Bethlehem, and Hareph the father of 
Beth-gader. 52 Shobal the father of 
Kir'iath-je'arim had other sons: Hnro'- 
eh, half' of the Menu both. 33 And the 
families of Kir'iath-je'arim: the Ithrites, 
rite Puthites, the Shu ma-thites, and the 
Mish'ra-ites; from these came the Zo'- 
rathites and the Esh'taohtes. 54 The sons 
of Salma: Bethlehem, the Netoph'- 
athites, At'roth-beth-jo'ab, and halt of 
the Man'aha'thites, the Zorites. 55 The 
families also of the scribes that dwelt at 
Jabez the Ti'rathites, the Shim'e- 
athites, and the Su'cathites. These are 
the Ken'ites who came from Hammath, 
the father of the house of Rechab. 

3 These are the sons of David that 
were bom to him in Hebron: the 

c Heb the father of Hebron a Gk Vg: Heb son 
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first-born Amnon, by Ahin'o-am the 
Jez'reelitess; the second Daniel, by 
Ab'igail the Car'melitess, 1 the third 
Ab'salom, whose mother was Ma'acah, 
the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur; 
the fourth Adoni'jah, whose mother was 
Haggith; 3 the fifth Shcphati'ah, by 
Abi'tai; the sixth Ith're-am, by his 
wife Eglah; 4 six were bom to him 
in Hebron, where he reigned for 
seven years and six months. And he 
reigned thirry-three years in Jerusalem. 
- 'These were bom to him in Jerusalem: 
Shirn'e-a, Shobab, Nathan, and Solo¬ 
mon, four by Batb-shu'a, the daughter 
of Am'miel; 6 then Ibhar, Elish'ama, 
Eiiph'elet, 7 Nogah, Ncpheg, japhia, 
8 Elish 'ama, Eli'ada, and Eiiph'elet, 
nine. 9 Ail these were David’s sons, be¬ 
sides the sons of the concubines ; and 
Tamar was their sister. 

10 The descendants of Solomon: 
Rehobo'am, Abi'jah his son, Asa his 
son, Jehosh'aohat his son, 11 Joram his 
son, Ahazi'ah his son, jo'ash his son, 
' 2 Amazi'ah his son, Azari'ah his son. 
Jot ham his son, !3 Ahaz his son, HczckF- 
ah his son, Manas'seh his son, 14 Anion 
b ; s son, Josi'ah his son. 15 The sons of 
josi'ah: Joha'nan the first-born, the 
second Jehoi'akim, the third Zedeki'ah, 
the fourth Shallum. 16 The descendants 
of jehoi'akim: jeconi'ah his son, 
Zedeki 'ah his son ; 17 and the sons of 
jeconi'ah, the captive: She-al'ti-el his 
son, 18 Malchi'ram, .Feda'iah, Shenaz'- 
zar, Jekami'ah, Hosh'ama, and Nedab’i'- 
ah; I 9 and the sons of Peda'iah: 
Zerub'babel and Shim'e-i; and the sons 
of ZerubIsabel: Meshul'lam and Han- 
ani'ah, and Shelo'mith was their sister; 

20 and Hashu'bah, Ohel, Berechi'ah, 
Hasadi'ah, and Ju'shab-he'sed, five. 

21 The sons of Hanani'ah: Pelati'ah and 
Jeshai'ah, his son* Repha'iah, his son* 
Aman, his son* Obadi'ah, his son* 
Shecani'ah. 22 The sons of Shecani'ah: 
Shemai'ah. And the sons of Shemai'ah: 
Hattush, Igal, Bari'ah, Neari'ah, and 
Shaphat, six. 23 The sons of Neari'ah: 
Eli-o-e'nai, Hizki'ah, and Azri'kam, 
three. 24 The sons of Eli-o-e'nai: 
Hodavi'ah, Eli'ashib, Pelai'ah, Ak- 
kub, Joha'nan, Dela'iah, and Ana'ni, 
seven. 


4 The sons of Judah: Perez, Hezron, 
Carmi, Hur, and Shobal. 2 Re-a'iah 
the son of Shobal was the father of 
Jahath, and Jahath was the father of 
AhiTmai and Lahad. These were the 
families of the Zo'rathites. 3 These 
were the sons^ of Etam: Jezreel, f shma 3 
and Idbash; and the name of their sister 
was Hazzelelpo'ni, 4 and Penu'el was 
the father of Gedor, and Ezer the father 
of Hushah. These were the sons of 
Hur, the first-born of Eph'rathah, the 
father of Bethlehem. s Ashhur, the fa¬ 
ther of Teko'a, had two wives, Helah 
and Na'arah; b Na'arah bore him 
Ahuz'zam, Hepher, Te'meni, and Ka- 
ahash'tari. These were the sons of 
Na'arah. 7 The sons of Helah: Zereth, 
Izhar, and Ethnan. 8 Koz was the father 
of Anub, Zobe'bah, and the families of 
Ahar'hel the son of Harum. 9 Jabez was 
more honourable than his brothers; and 
Inis mother called his name Jabez, say¬ 
ing, “Because I bore him in pain.** 
10 Jabez called on the God of Israels, 
saying, “Oh that thou wouldst bless me 
and enlarge my border, and that thy 
hand might be with me, and that thou 
wouldst keep me from harm so that it 
might not hurt me!” And God granted 
what he asked. 11 Chelub, the brother of 
Shuhah, was the father of Mehir, who 
was the father of Eshton. 12 Eshton was 
the father of Beth-ra'pha, Fas e/ah, and 
Tehin'nah the father of I mr/hash. 
These are the men of Recah. 13 The 
sons of Kenaz: Oth'ni-el and Serai'ah; 
and the sons of Oth'ni-el: Kathath and 
Meo'nothai.0 14 Meo'nothai was the 
father of Ophrah; and Serai'ah was the 
father of Jo'ab the father of Ge-har- 
ashim,* so-called because they were 
craftsmen, 15 The sons of Caleb the son 
of Jephun'neh: Iru, Elah, and Na'am; 
and the sons of Elah: Kenaz. 16 The 
sons of Jehallelel: Ziph, Ziphah, 
Tir'i-a, and As'arel. 17 The sons of 
Ezrah: Jether, Mered, Epher, and 
Jalon. These are the sons of Bith'i-ah, 
the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Merea 
married; 1 and she conceived and bore* 
Miriam, Sham'mai, and Ishbah, the 
father of Eshtemo'a. 18 And his Jewish 
wife bore Tered the father of Gedor, 
Heber the father of Soco, and Jeku'thiei 


* Gk Compare Syr Vg: Hcb sops of f Gk Compare Vg: Hcb father * Gk Vg: Heb lacks Meonoshai 

* That is Valiev of craftsmen * The clause; These are ... married is transposed from verse 18 
3 Heb lacks and bore 
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the father of Zano'all. 19 The sons of the the days of Hezeki'ah, king of Judah, 
wife of Hodi'ah, t,he sister of Naham, and destroyed their tents and the 
were the fathers of Kei'lah the Garmite Me-u'nira who were found there, and 
and Eshtcmo'a the Ma-ac'arhire. 20 The exrernfinated them to this day, and 
sons of Shimon: Amnon, Rinnali, Ben- settled in their place, because there was 
ha'nan, and Tilon. The sons of Ishi: pasture there for their flocks. 42 And 
Zoheth and Ben-zo'heth. 21 the sons of some of them, five hundred men of the 
Shelah the son of Judah: Fr the father Sinteonites, went to Mount Se'ir, hav- 
of Lecah, La'adah the father of Mare'- ing as their leaders Pelati'ah, Ncan'ah, 
shah, and the families of the house of Rephaiah, and Uz'ziei, the sons of 
linen workers at Beth-ashbe'a; 22 and Ishi; and they destroyed the remnant 
Jokim, and the men of Coze ba, and of the Amal'ekitcs that had escaped, and 
Jo'ash, arid Saraph, who ruled in Moab they have dwelt there to this day. 
and returned to Led end' (.now the % The sons of Reuben the first-born 
records' are ancient). 23 These were the <s> of Israel Tor he was the first-born; 
potters and inhabitants of Net aim and but because he polluted his father's 
Cede'rah; they dwelt there with the couch, Vos birthright was given to the 
king for his work. sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so that 

24 The sons of Simeon: Nem'u-cl. he is not enrolled in the genealogy ac- 
Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Sha'ul; Shallum cording to the birthiight; 2 though 
was his son, Mibsam his son, Mishina Judah, became strong among his broth- 
his son. 26 The sons of Mishina: Ham - ers and a prince was from him, yet the 
mu-el his son, Zaecur his son, Shim'e-i birthright belonged to Joseph), 3 the 
his son. 27 Shim'e-i had sixteen sons and sons of Reuben, the first-born of Israel; 
six daughters; but his brothers had not Hanoch, Fallu, Hcz.von, and Car mi. 
many children, nor did ail their family A The sons of Jo'cl: Shemai'ab his son, 
multiply like the men of Judah. 2S They Gog his son, Shim'e-i his son, 5 Micah 
dwelt in Beer-sheba, Mola'dah, Ka'zai- Jus son, Re-a'iah his son, Ba'al his son, 
shu'al, 29 Bilhali, Ezein, TolaJ, 30 Be- 6 Be-c rab liis son, whom Til'gath- 
thu'el, Hormah, Ziklag, 31 Rcth-mar'- pilnc'scr king of Assyria carried away 
caboth, Hazar-su'sim, Beth-biri, and into exile; he was a chieftain of the 
Sha-ara'im. These were their cities until Rcubenites. 7 And his kinsmen by their 
David reigned. 32 And their villages were families, when the genealogy of their 
Etam, A'in, Riimnon, Tochen, and generations was reckoned: the chief, 
Ashan, five cities, 33 along with all their je-i'el, and Zechari ah, « and Beia the 
villages which were round about these sun of Az.az, son of Shema, son of Jo'el, 
cities as far as Ba'al. These were their who dwelt in Aro er, as far as Nebo and 
settlements, and they kept a genealogi- Ba al-me'on. 9 He also dwelt to the east 
cal record. as far as the entrance of the desert this 

34 Mesho'bab, Jamlech, Joshah the side of the Eu-phra'tes, because their 
son of Amazi'ah, 35 Jo'el, Jehu the son of cattle had multiplied in the land of 
Joshibi'ah, son of Serai'ah, son of Gilead. K‘And in the days of Saul they 
As'i-ei, 36 Eli-o-e'nai, Ja-ako'bah, Jesh- made war on the Hagrites, who fell by 
ohai'ah, Asa'iah, Ad'i-el, Jesim'i-el, their hand; and they dwelt in their tents 
Benai'ah, 37 Ziza the son of Shiphi, son throughout all the region east of Gilead, 
of Allon, son of Jedai'ah, son of 11 The sons of Gad dwelt over 
Shimri, son of Shemai'ah— 38 these against them in the land of Bashan as 
mentioned by name were princes in far as Sal ecah: 12 Jo'el the chief, 
their families, and their fathers’ houses Shapham the second, Ja'nai, and 
increased greatly. 39 They journeyed to Shaphat in Bashan. l3 And their kinsmen 
the entrance of Gedor, to the east side according to their fathers’ houses: 
of the valley, to seek pasture for their Michael, Meshul'lam, Sheba, Jo'rai, 
flocks, 40 where they found rich, good Jacan, Zi'a, and Ebcr, seven. 14 These 
pasture, and the land was very broad, were the sons of Ab'ihail die son of 
quiet, and peaceful; for the former in- Huri, son of Jaro'ah, son of Gilead, son 
habitants there belonged to Ham. of Michael, son of Jeshish'ai, son of 
41 These, registered by name, came in Jahdo, son of Buz; 12 Ahi the son of 

* Vg Compare Gk: Heb and Jashubx-lahcm 1 Or matters 

424 : Gen 46.10; Ex 6.15; Num 26.12-13. 428-33: Josh 19.2-8. 6.1-26: Gen 46.9; Num 26.5-6. 



Genealogy of Levi 
Ab'di-cl, son of Guni, was chief in their 
fathers’ houses; 16 nnd they dwelt in 
Gilead, in Rashan and in its towns, and 
in all the pasture lands of Sharon to 
their limits. 1 'All of these were enrolled 
by genealogies in the days of Joiham 
kins, of Judah, and in the days of Jero- 
bo am king of Israel. 

It* The Reubenhes, the Gadites, and 
the half-tribe of Manas 'seh had valiant 
men, who carried shield and sword, and 
drew the bow, expert in war, forty-four 
thousand seven hundred and sixvy, 
ready for service. They made war 
upon the Hag rites, jetur, Naphish, and 
Nodab; 20 and when they received help 
against them, die Hagrites and all who 
weie with them were given into their 
hands, ior thev cried to God in the 
battle, and he granted their entreaty be¬ 
cause' they trusted in him. 21 They car- 
ru d off their livestock; rifry thousand of 
their camels, two hundred and fifty 
thousand sheep, two thousand asses, 
ami a hundred thousand men alive. 
— for .many fell slain, because the war 
w.\; of God. And they dwelt in their 
place until the exile. 

23 Vhc members of the half-tribe of 
Manas'sch dwelt in the land; they were 
very numerous from Bashan to Ba'al- 
berfnon, Semr, and Mount Hcrmon. 
24 These were the heads of their fathers* 
houses: Epher, ,n Islii, iili'el, Az'ri-ei, 
Jetemiah, Kodavi'ah, and Jah'di-el, 
mighty warriors, famous men, heads of 
ilu ii lathers’ houses. Rut they trans¬ 
gressed against the God of their fathers, 
and played the harlot after the gods of 
the peoples of the land, whom God had 
destroyed before them. 2(1 So the God 
of Israel stirred up the spirit of Pul king 
of Assyria, the spirit of Til'gath-pilnc- 
sci king of Assyria, and he carried them 
away, namely, the Reubenites, the 
Gaditcs, and the half-tribe of Manas- 
seh, and brought them to Kalah, Habor, 
Ilara, and the river Gozan, to this 
clay. 

5 n The sons of Levi: Gershom, 
Kohath, and Merar'i. 2 The sons of 
Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and 
Uzziel. 3 The children of Amram: 
Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. The sons of 
Aaron: Nadab, Abi'hu, Elea'zar, and 
Ith'amar. 4 Elea'zar was the father of 
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Phin'ehas, Phin'ehas of Abishu'a, 
-Abishu'a of Bukki, Bukki of Uzzi, 
6 Uzzi of Zcrahi'ah, Zerahi'ah of 
Mera'ioth, 7 Meradoth of Amari'ah, 
Amari'ah of Ahi'tub, 8 Ahi'tub of Zadok, 
Zadok of Ahim'a-az, “Ahim'a-az of 
Azari'ah, Azari'ah of Joha'nan, u) and 
Joha'nan of Azari'ah (it was he who 
served as priest in the house that Solo¬ 
mon built in Jerusalem'), uAzari'ah was 
the father of Amari'ah, Amari'ah of 
Ahi'tub, 32 Ahi'tub of Zadok, Zadok of 
Shallum, 13 ShaDum of Hilki'ah, Hilki'- 
ah of Azari'ah. i4 Azari'ah of Serai'ah, 
Sera'iah of Jehoz'adak; 15 and Jehoz'- 
adak went into exile when the Lord 
sent Judah and Jerusalem into exile by 
the hand of Nebuchadnez zar. 

.16° The sons of Levi: Gershom, 
Kohath, and Merar'i. 17 And these are 
the names of the sons of Gershom: 
Libni and Shim'e-i. The sons of 
Kohath: Amram, Izhav, Hebron, and 
Uz'ziel. The sons of Merar'i: Mahli 
and Mushi. These are the families of the 
Levites according to their fathers. 20 Of 
Gershom: Libra his son, Jahath his son, 
Zimmah his son, 23 Jo ah Ills son, Iddo 
his son, Zerah his son, Je-ath'erai his 
son. 22 The sons of Kohath: Annum'- 
adab his son, Korah his son, Assir his 
son, 23 Elka'nah his son, Ebi'asaph his 
son, Assir his son, 24 Tahath his son, 
Uri'el his son, Uzzi'ah his son, and 
Sha'ui his son. 25 The sons of Elka'nah: 
Ama'sai and Alii moth, 2< > .Elka'nah his 
son, Zopliai his son, Nahath his son, 
27 Eli’ab his son, jcro'ham his son, 
Elka'nah his son. 28 The sons of Sam¬ 
uel: Jo'eR* his first-born, the second 
Abi'jah.o 29 The sons of Merar'i: Mahli, 
Libni his son, Shim'e-i his son, Uzzah 
his son, 30 Shim'e-a his son, Haggi'ah 
his son, and Asa'iah his son. 

31 These are the men whom David 
put in charge of the service of song in 
the house of tire Lord, after the ark 
rested there. 32 They ministered with 
song before the tabernacle of the tent 
of meeting, until Solomon had built the 
house of the Lord in Jerusalem; and 
they performed their service in due 
order. 33 These are the men who served 
and their sons. Of the sons of the Ko'- 
hathites: Homan the singer the son of 
Jo'el, son of Samuel, 34 son of Elka'nah, 
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m Gk Vg: Heb and Epher n Ch 5.27 in Heb 0 Ch 6.1 in Heh 
P Gk S}'r Compare verse 33 and l Sam 8.2: Heb lacks Joel ® Heb and Abijah 
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son of Tero'ham, son of Hi'el, son of All their cities throughout their families 


To'ah, 35 S on of Zuph, son of Elka'nah, 
son of Mahath, son of Ama'sai, 36 son of 
Elka'nah, son of To'el, son of Azari'ah, 
son of Zephani'ah, 37 son of Tahath, son 
of Assir, son of Ebi'asaph, son of 
Korah, 38 son of Izhar, son of Kohath, 
son of Levi, son of Israel; 39 and his 
brother Asaph, who stood on his right 
hand, namely, Asaph the son of 
Berechi'ah, son of Shim'e-a, 40 son 
of Michael, son of Ba-ase'iah, son of 
Malchi'jah, 41 son of Ethni, son of 
Zerah, son of Adai'ah, 42 son of Ethan, 
son of Zimmah; son of Shim'e-i, 43 son 
of Jahath, son of Gershom, son of Levi. 

44 On the left hand were their brethren 
she sons of Merar'i: Ethan the son of 
Kishi, son of Abdi; son of Mailuch, 

45 son of Hashabi'ah, son of Amazi'ah, 
son of Hilki'ah, 46 son of Amzi, son of 
Bani, son of Shemer, 47 son of Mahli, 
son of Mushi, son of Merar'i, son of 
Levi; 48 and their brethren the Levites 
were appointed for all the service of the 
tabernacle of the house of God. 

49 But Aaron and his sons made of¬ 
ferings upon the altar of burnt offering 
and upon the altar of incense for all the 
work of the most holy place, and to 
make atonement for Israel, according to 
all that Moses the servant of God had 
commanded. 5 0 These are the sons of 
Aaron: Elea'zar his son, Phin'ehas 
his son, Abishu'a his son, 51 Bukki his 
son, Uzzi his son, Zerahi'ah his son, 
32 Mera'ioth his son, Amari'ah his 
son, Ahi'tub his son, 53 Zadok his son, 
Ahim'a-az his son. 

54 These are their dwelling places 
according to their settlements within 
their borders: to the sons of Aaron 
of the families of Ko'hathites, for theirs 
was the lot, 5 * to them they gave Hebron 
in the land of Judah and its surround¬ 
ing pasture lands, 56 but the fields of the 
city and its villages they gave to Caleb 
the son of Jephun'neh. 57 To the sons 
of Aaron they gave the cities of refuge: 
Hebron, Libnah with its pasture lands, 
attir, Eshtcmo'a with its pasture lands, 
8 Hilen with its pasture lands, Debir 
with its pasture lands, 59 Ashan with its 
pasture lands, and Beth-she'mesh with 
its pasture lands; 60 and from the tribe 
of Benjamin, Geba with its pasture 
lands, Al'emeth with its pasture lands, 
and An'athoth with its pasture lands. 

&54-81: Josh 21.1-42. 


were thirteen. 

61 To the rest of the Ko'hathites 
were given by lot out of the family ot 
the tribe, out of the half-tribe, the half 
of Manas'seh, ten cities. 92 To the 
Gershomites according to their families 
were allotted thirteen cities out of the 
tribes of Is'sachar, Asher, Naph'tah. 
and Manas'seh in Bashan. 63 To the 
Merar'ites according to their families 
were allotted twelve cities out of die 
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Zeb'uhm, 
64 So the people of Israel gave the 
Levites the cibcs wirh their pasture 
lands. 65 They also gave them by lot 
out of the tribes of Judah. Simeon, and 
Benjamin these cities which are men¬ 
tioned by name. 

66 And some of the families of the 
sons of Kohath had cities of their ter¬ 
ritory out of the tribe of Ephraim. 
<> 7 They were given tire cities of refuge: 
Shecbem with its pasture lands in the 
hill country of E'phraim, Gezcr with 
its pasture lands, Jok'mcam with 
its pasture lands, Beth-horon with its 
pasture lands, 69 Ai'jalon with its pas¬ 
ture lands, Gath-rim'mon with its pas¬ 
ture lands, 7£> and out of the half-tribe 
of Manas'seh, Ancr with its pasture 
lands, and Bil'e-am with its pasture 
lands, for the rest of tire families of the 
Ko'hathites. 

71 To the Gershomites were given 
out of the half-tribe of Manas'seh: 
Golan in Bashan with its pasture lands 
and Ash'taroth with its pasture lands; 
72 and out of the tribe of Is'sachar: 
Kcdesh with its pasture lands, Dab'- 
erath with its pasture lands, 73 Ramoth 
with its pasture lands, and Anem with 
its pasture lands; 74 out of the tribe of 
Asher: Mashal with its pasture lands, 
Abdon with its pasture lands, 75 Hukok 
with its pasture lands, and Rehob with 
its pasture lands ; 76 and out of the tribe 
of Naph'tali: Kedesh in Galilee with its 
pasture lands. Ham'men with its pas¬ 
ture lands, and Kiriatha'im with its 
pasture lands. 77 To the rest of the 
Merar'ites were allotted out of the tribe 
of Zeb'ulun: Rim'mono with its pasture 
lands, Tabor with its pasture lands, 
78 and beyond the Jordan at Jericho, on 
the east side of the Jordan, out of the 
tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the steppe 
with its pasture lands, Jahzah with its 
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pasture lands, 79 Ked'emoth with its 
pasture lands, and Meph'a-ath with its 
pasture lands; <su :uid out of the tribe of 
Gad: Ramoth in Gilead with its pasture 
lands, Mahana'im with its pasture 
lands, 81 lieshbun with its pasture 
lands, and Jazer with its pasture lands. 

7 The sons 7 ' of Is'sachar: Tola, 
Pu'ah, Jashub, and Shimron, four. 
2 The sons of Tola: Uzzi, Rephaiuh, 
je'n-el, jah'inai, Ibsam, and She.nu'el, 
heads of theii lathers’ houses, namely of 
Tola, mighty warriors of their genera¬ 
tions, their number in the days oi David 
being twenty-two thousand six hun¬ 
dred, 3 The sons of Uzzi: lzrahi'ah. And 
the sons of lzrahi'ah: Michael, Obadi - 
aiu jo'el, and Isshi'ah, live, ail of them 
chief men; 4 and along with them, by 
their generations, according to their fa¬ 
thers’ houses, were units of the army for 
war, thirty-six thousand* for they had 
many wives and sons. - Their kinsmen 
belonging to all the families of Is'sachar 
were in ail eighty-seven thousand 
mighty warriors, enrolled by genealogy. 

r> The sons of Beniamin: Bela, 
Becher, and Jedi'a-el, three. 7 The sons 
of Bela: Ezbcn, Uzzi, Uz'ziel, Jer'- 
unoth, and In, five, heads of fathers’ 
houses, mighty warriors; and their en¬ 
rolment by genealogies was twenty-two 
thousand and thirty-four. 8 The sons of 
Becher: Zemi rah, Jo'ash, Elie'zer, 
Eli-o-e'nai, Omii, Jcr'emoth, Abi'iah, 
An'athoth, and Al'emeth. All these 
were the sons of Becher; 9 and their 
enrolment by genealogies, according to 
their generations, as heads of their fa¬ 
thers* houses, mighty warriors, was 
twenty thousand two hundred. 10 The 
sons of Jedi'a-ei: Bilhan. And the sons 
of Bilhan: Je'ush, Benjamin, Ehud, 
Chena'anah, Zethan, Tavshish, and 
Ahish'ahar. 11 All these were the sons of 
Jcdi'a-el according to the heads of their 
fathers’ houses, mighty warriors, seven¬ 
teen thousand and two hundred, ready 
for service in war. 12 And Shuppim and 
Ruppim were the sons of Ir, Hushim 
the sons of Aher. 

13 The sons of Naph'tali: Jah'zi-el, 
Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, the off¬ 
spring of Bilhah. 

14 The sons of Manas'seh: As'ri-el, 
whom his Aramean concubine bore; 
she bore Machir the father of Gilead. 
15 And Machir took a wife for Huppim 

r Syr Compare Vg: Heb and to the sons 


and for Shuppim. The name of his sister 
was Ma'acah. And the name of the 
second was Zeio'phehad; and Zelo'phe- 
had had daughters. 19 And Ma'acah the 
wife of Machir bore a son, and she 
called his name Peresh; and the name 
of his brother was Sheresh; and his sons 
w'ere Ulam and Rakem. Vi The sons of 
Ulam: Bedan. These were the sons of 
Gilead the son of Machir, son of 
Mars as'seh. 18 And his sister Hammo'- 
lecheth bore Ishhod, Abie'zer, and 
Mahlah. 19 The sons of Shemi'da w T ere 
Ahi'an, Shechem, Likhi, and Ani'am. 

20 The sons of E phraim: Shuthe'lah, 
and Bered his son, Tahath his son, 
Ele-a'dah his son, Tahath Iris son, 
21 Zabad his son, Shuthe'lah his son, 
and Ezer and E'le-ad, whom the men of 
Gath who were bom in the land slew, 
because they came down to raid their 
cattle. 22 And F/phraim their father 
mourned many days, and his brothers 
came to comfort him, 23 And F/phraim 
went in to his wife, anci she conceived 
and bore a son; and he called his name 
Beri'ah, because evil had befallen his 
house. 24 His daughter was She'erah, 
who built both Low'cr and Upper Bcth- 
horon, and Uz'zcn-she'erah. 25 Rephah 
w r as his son, Reshtph his son, Telah his 
son, Tahan his son, 26 Lucian his son, 
Ammi'hud his son, Eiishama his son, 
27 Nun his son, Joshua his son. 28 Their 
possessions and settlements were Bethel 
and its towns, and eastward Na'aran, 
and westward Gezer and its towns, 
Shechem and its towns, and Ayyah and 
its towns; 29 also along the borders of 
tine Manas'sites, Beth-she'an and its 
towns, Ta'anach and its towns, Megid'- 
do and its towns, Dor and its towns. In 
these dwelt the sons of Joseph the son of 
Israel. 

30 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ish- 
vah, Ishvi, Beri'ah, and their sister 
Serah. 31 The sons of Beri'ah: Heber 
and Mal'chi-eJ, who w'as the father of 
Bir'zaith. 32 Heber was the father of 
Japhlet, Shomer, Hotham, and their 
sister Shu'a. 33 The sons of Japhlet: 
Pasach, Bimhal, and Ashvath. These are 
the sons of Japhlet. 34 The sons of 
Shemer his brother: Rohgah, Jehub'- 
bah, and Aram. 35 The sons of Helem 
his brother: Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, 
and Amal. 36 The sons of Zophah: 
Su'ah, Har'nepher, Shu'al, Beri, Imrah, 
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37 Bezer, Hod, Shamma, Shilshah, wife was Ma'acah. 30 His first-born son: 
Ithran, and Bc-e'ra. 38 The sons of Abdon, Then Zur, Kish, Ba'al, Nadab, 
Jether: Jephun'neh, Pispa, and Ara. 31 Gedor, Ahi'o, Zechcr, 32 and Mikloth 
39 The sons of Ulla: Arah, Han'niel, and (he was the father of Shim'e-ah). Now 
Rizi'a. 40 All of these were men of Asher, these also dwelt opposite their kinsmen 
heads of fathers” houses, approved, in Jerusalem, with their kinsmen. 33 Ner 
mighty warriors, chief of the princes, was the father oi: Kish, Kish of Saul, 
Their number enrolled by genealogies, Saul of Jonathan, Mal'chishu'a, Abin ~ 
for sendee in war, was twenty-six adab, and Esh-ba'nl; 34 and the son of 
thousand men. Jonathan was Mcr'ib-ba'al; and Mer'ib- 

8 Beniamin was the father of Bela ba al was the father of Micah. 33 The 
his first-born, Ashbei the second, sons of Micah: Pithon, Meiech, Taro a, 
Ahar'ah the third, 2 Nohah the fourth, and Ahaz. 39 Ahaz was die father of 
and Rapha the fifth. 3 And Bela had Jeho'addah; and Jeho'addah was the 
sons: Addar, Gera, Abi'hud, 4 Abi- father of Al'cmcth, Az'maveth, and 
shu'a, Na'arnan, Alio'ah, 5 Gera, She- Zimri; Ziniri was the father of Moza. 
phu'phan, and Huram. 6 These are the 37 Moza was the father of Rin'c-a; 
sons of Ehud (they were heads of fa- Rap hah was his son, Elc-a'sah his son, 
thers’ houses of the inhabitants of Geba, Azei his son. 3!i Azei had six sons, and 
and they were carried into exile to these axe their names: Azri'kam, Bo'- 
Man'ahath): 7 Na'aman** Ahi'iah, and cheru, Ish'macl, She-ari'ah, Obadi ah, 
Gera, that is, Heglamd who was the and Hanan. All these were the sons of 
fattier of Uzza and Ahi'hud. 8 And Azel. 39 The sons of Eshek his brother: 
Shahara'im had sons in the country of Ulam liis first-born, Je'ush the second , 
Moab after he had sent away Kushim and Eliph elet tlic third. 40 The sons of 
and Ba 'ara his wives. 9 He had sons by Ulam were men who were mighty 
Hodesh his wife: Jobab, Zib'i-a, Mesha, warriors, bowmen, having many sons 
Malcam, 10 Je'uz, Sachi a, and Minnah. and grandsons, one hundred and fifty. 
These were his sons, heads of fathers' All these were Benjaminites. 
houses. 11 He also had sons by Kushim: Q So all Israel was enrolled by 
Abi'tub and Elpa'aL 12 The sons of Ei- genealogies; and these are written 
pa'al: Eber, Misham, and Shemed, w ho in the Book of the Kings of Israel. And 
built Ono and Lod with its towns, Judah was taken into exile in Babylon 
13 and Beri'ah and Shema (they were because of their unfaithfulness. 2 Now 
heads of fathers’ houses of the in- the first to dwell again in their posses- 
habitants of Ai'jalon, who put to flight sions in their cities were Israel, the 
the inhabitants of Gath); and Ahi'o, priests, the Levites, and the temple 
Shashak, and Jer'emoth. 15 Zebadi'ah, servants. 3 And some of the people of 
Arad, Eder, 16 Michael, Ishpah, and Judah, Benjamin, E'phraim, and Ma- 
Joha were sons of Beri'ah. 17 Zebadi'ah, nas seh dwelt in Jerusalem: 4 Uthai the 
MeshuTIam, Hizki, Heber, 18 Ish'merai, son of Ammi'hud, son of Omri, son of 
Izli'ah, and Jobab were the sons of Imri, son of Bani, from the sons of 
Elpa'at. 19 Jakim, Zichri, Zabdi, 20 Eli- Perez the son of Judah. 5 And of the 
e'naijZine-thaijEli'cl^iAdai'ah, Bera'- Shi'lonites: Asa'iah the first-born, and 
iah, and Shimrath were the sons of his sons. 6 Of the sons of Zcrah: Jeu'el 
Shim'e-i. 22 Ishpan, Eber, Eli'el, 23 Ab- and their kinsmen, six hundred and 
don, Zichri, Hanan, 24 Hanani'ah, Elam, ninety. 7 Of the Benjaminites; Sallu the 
Anthothi'jah, 25 Iphde'iah, and Penu'el son of Meshul'lam, son of Hodavi'ah, 
were the sons of Shashak. 26 Sham - son of Hassenu'ah, 8 Ibne'iah the son of 
sherai, Shehari'ah, Athali'ah, 27 Ja- Jero'ham, Elah the son of Uzzi, son of 
areshi'ah, Eli'iall, and Zichri were the Michri, and Meshul'lam the son of 
sons of Jero'ham. 28 These were the Shephati'ah, son of Reu'el, son of Ib- 
heads of fathers* houses, according to ni'jah; 9 and their kinsmen according to 
their generations, chief men. These their generations, nine hundred and 
dwelt in Jerusalem. fifty-six. All these were heads of fathers* 

29 Je-i'el" the father of Gibeon houses according to their fathers* 
dwelt in Gibeon, and the name of his houses. 

• Heb and Naaman * Or he carried them into exile * Compare 9.35: Heb l ack* Jtiel 
•.1-2: Ezra 2.70; Neh 7.73; 11.3. 9.3-17: Nch 11.4-19. 



Duties of the Levites 

10 Of the priests: jedai'ah, Jehoi'arib, 
Jachin, 11 and Azari'ah the son of Hilki'- 
ah, son of MeshuTlam, son of Zadok, 
son of Mcra'ioth, son of Ahi'tub, the 
chi el officer of the house of God; 1 <■’ and 
Aden'ah the son of Jeroha.ro, son of 
Pashhur, son of MaleVu'jah, and Ma'asai 
the son of Ad'i-ef, son of jah'zerah, son 
of Meshul'iam, son of Mcshil'lemith, 
son of Iramer; 13 besides their kinsmen, 
heads of their fathers’ houses, one thou¬ 
sand seven hundred and sixty, very able 
men for the work of the service of the 
house of God. 

14 Of the Levites: Shcmai'ah the son 
of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son of 
Hashahi'ah, ot the sons of Mcrar'i; 
15 and Rakbak'kar, Heresh, Galal, and 
Mattani'ah the son of Mica, son of 
Zichri, son of Asaph; 16 and Obadi'ah 
the son of Shemai'ah, son of Galal, son 
of Jcdu'thun, and Bcrechi'ah the son of 
Asa, son of Lika hah, who dwelt in the 
villages of the Nctoph'athites, 

1 ? The gatekeepers were: Shallum, 
Akkub, Talmon, Ahi'man, and their 
kinsmen (Sh.diimi being the chief), 
l 8 stationed hitherto in the king's gate 
on the east side. These were the gate¬ 
keepers of the camp of the Levites. 
* g Shallum the son of Ko ve, son of 
Ebi'asanh, son of Korah, and his kins¬ 
men of his fathers’ house, tire Ko'~ 
rah.ites, were in charge of the work of 
the service, keepers of the thresholds of 
the tent, as their fathers had been in 
charge of the camp of the Lord, 
keepers of the entrance. 2C And Phin- 
ehas the son of Elea'zar was the ruler 
over them in time past; the Lord was 
with him. 2 * Zechari'ah the son of 
Meshelemi'ah was gatekeeper at the 
entrance of the tent of meeting. 22 All 
these, who were chosen as gatekeepers 
at the thresholds, were two hundred and 
twelve. They were enrolled by genealo¬ 
gies in their villages. David and Samuel 
the seer established them in their office 
of trust. 23 So they and their sons were 
in charge of the gates of the house of the 
Lord, that is, the house of the tent, as 
guards. 24 The gatekeepers were on the 
four sides, east, west, north, and south; 
25 and their kinsmen who were in their 
villages were obliged to come in every 
seven days, from time to time, to be 
with these; 26 for the four chief gate¬ 
keepers, who were Levites, were in 
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charge of the chambers and the 
treasures of the house of God. 27 And 
they lodged round about the house of 
God; for upon them lay the duty of 
watching, and they had charge of open¬ 
ing it every morning. 

28 Some of them had charge of the 
utensils of service, for they were re¬ 
quired to count them when they were 
brought in and taken out. 29 Others of 
them were appointed over the furniture, 
and over all the holy utensils, also over 
the line Sour, the wine, the oil, the in¬ 
cense, and the spices. 30 Others, of the 
sons of the priests, prepared the mixing 
of the spices, 31 and Mattithi'ah, one of 
die Levites, the first-born of Shallum 
the Ko'rahite, was in charge of making 
the flat cakes. 32 Also some of their kins¬ 
men of the Ko'hathites had charge of 
the showbread, to prepare it every 
sabbath. 

33 Now these are the singers, the 
heads of fathers’ houses of the Levites. 
dwelling in the chambers of the temple 
free from other service, lor they were on 
dury day and night. 34 These were 
heads of fathers* houses of the Levites, 
according to their generations, leaders, 
who lived in Jerusalem. 

35 In Gibcon dwelt the father of 
Gibcon, Je-i'el, and the name of his 
wife w ; as Ma'acah, 36 and his first-born 
son Abdon, then Zur, Kish, Ba'al, 
Nec, Nadab, 37 Gcdor, Ahi'o, Zechari - 
ah, and Mikloth; 3S and Mikloih was the 
father of Shim e-am; and these also 
dwelt opposite their kinsmen in Jeru¬ 
salem, with their kinsmen. 39 Ner was 
the father of Kish, Kish of Saul, Saul of 
Jonathan, MaTchishu'a, Abin'adab, and 
Esh-ba'al; 40 and the son of Jonathan 
was Mer'ib-ba'al; and Mer'ib-ba'al was 
the father of Micah. 41 The sons of Mi- 
cah: Pithon, Melech, Tah're-a, and 
Ahaz;*’ 42 and Ahaz was the father of 
Jarah, and Jarah of Al emeth, Az'ma- 
veth, and Zimri; and Zimri was the fa¬ 
ther of Moza. 43 Moza was the father of 
Bin'e-a; and Repha'iah was his son, 
Ele-a'sah his son, Azel his son. 44 Azel 
had six sons and these are their names: 
Azri'kam, Bo'cheru, Ish'mael, She- 
ari'ah, Obadi'ah, and Hanan; these 
were the sons of Azel. 

1A Now the Philistines fought 
I" against Israel; and the men of 
Israel fled before the Philistines, and 


Compare 8.35: Heb lacks and Ahaz 10.1-12: 1 Sam 31.1-13. 
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fell slain on Mount Gilbo'a. 2 And the 
Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; 
and the Philistines slew Jonathan and 
Abin'adab and Malchishua, the sons 
of Saul. 3 The battle pressed hard upon 
Saul, and the archers found him; and he 
was wounded by the archers. 4 Then 
Saul said to his armour-bearer, “Draw 
your sword, and thrust me through with 
it, lest these uncircumcised come and 
make sport of me.” But his armour- 
bearer would not; for he feared greatly. 
Therefore Saul took his own sword, and 
fell upon it. 5 And when his armour- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also 
fell upon his sword, and died. 6 Thus 
Saul died; he and his three sons and all 
his house died together. 7 And when all 
tire men of Israel who were in the valley 
saw that the army" 7 had fled and that 
Saul and his sons were dead, they for¬ 
sook their cities and fled; and the 
Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

8 On the morrow, when the Philis¬ 
tines came to strip the slain, they found 
Saul and his sons fallen on Mount 
Gilbo'a. 9 And they stripped him and 
took his head and his armour, and sent 
messengers throughout the land of the 
Philistines, to carry the good news to 
their idols and to the people. 10 And they 
put his armour in the temple of their 
gods, and fastened his head in the 
temple of Dagon. 11 But when all Ja'- 
besh-giread heard all that the Philis¬ 
tines had done to Saul, 12 all the valiant 
men arose, and took away the body of 
Saul and the bodies of liis sons, and 
brought them to Jabesh. And they 
buried their bones under the oak in 
Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 

13 So Saul died for his unfaithful¬ 
ness; he was unfaithful to the Lord in 
that he did not keep the command of 
the Lord, and also consulted a medium, 
seeking guidance, 14 and did not seek 
guidance from the Lord. Therefore the 
Lord slew him, and turned the kingdom 
over to David the son of Jesse. 

n Then all Israel gathered to¬ 
gether to David at Hebron, and 
said, “Behold, we are your bone and 
flesh. 2 In times past, even when Saul 
was king, it was you that led out and 
brought in Israel; and the Lord your 
God said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd 
of my people Israel, and you shall be 


prince over my people Israel.’ ” 3 So 
all the elders of Israel came to the king 
at Hebron; and David made a covenant 
with them at Hebron before the Lord, 
and they anointed David king over 
Israel, according to the word of the 
Lord by Samuel. 

4 And David and all Israel went to 
Jerusalem, that is Jebus, where the 
Jeb'usites were, the inhabitants of the 
land. 5 The inhabitants of Jebus said to 
David, “You will not come in here.” 
Nevertheless David took the stronghold 
of Zion, that is, the city of David. 
6 David said, “Whoever shall smite the 
Jeb'usites first shall be chief and com¬ 
mander.” And Jo'ab the son of Zcru'iah 
went up fit st, so he became chief. 7 And 
David dwelt in the stronghold; there¬ 
fore it was called the city of David. *And 
he built the city round about from the 
Millo in complete circuit; and Jo'ab 
repaired the rest of the city. 9 And David 
became greater and greater, for the 
Lord of hosts was with him. 

10 Now these are the chiefs of 
David’s mighty men, who gave him 
strong support in his kingdom, together 
with ail Israel, to make him king, ac¬ 
cording to the word of the Lord con¬ 
cerning Israel. 11 This is an account of 
David’s mighty men: Jasho'be-am, a 
Hach monite, was chief of the throe;* 
he wielded his spear against three hun¬ 
dred whom he slew at one time. 

12 And next to him among the three 
mighty men was Hlea'zar tlie son of 
Dodo, the Aho'hite. 13 He was with 
David at Pas-dam'mini when the 
Philistines were gathered there for 
battle. There was a plot of ground full 
of barley, and the men fled from the 
Philistines. I 4 But he*' took hisv stand 
in the midst of the plot, and defended 
it, and slew the Philistines; and the 
Lord saved them by a great victory. 

15 Three of the thirty chief men 
went down to the rock to David at the 
cave of Adullam, when the army of 
Philistines was encamped in the valley 
of Reph'aim. 16 David was then in the 
stronghold; and the garrison of the 
Philistines, was then at Bethlehem. 
17 And David said longingly, “O that 
some one would give me water to drink 
from the well of Bethlehem which is by 
the gate I” 1 & Then the three mighty 


w Heb they x Compare 2 Sam 23.8: Heb thirty or captains V Compare 2 Sam 23.12: Hcb they .. . their 
11.1-3: 2 Sam 5.1-3. 11.4-8: 2 Sam 5.6-10. 11.10-47: 2 Sam 23.8-39. 



David's mighty men 
men broke through the camp of the 
Philistines, and drew water out of the 
well of Bethlehem which was by the 
gate, and took and brought it to David. 
But David would not drink of it; he 
poured it out to the Lord, w and said, 
“bar be it from me before my God that 
I should do this. Shall 1 drink the life¬ 
blood of these men? For at the risk of 
tht'tr fives they brought it.” Therefore 
he would not drink it. These things did 
the three, mighty men. 

20 Now Abi'shai, tire brother of Jo'- 
ab, was chief of the thirty.* And he 
wielded his spear against three hundred 
men and slew them, and won a mime 
beside the three. 21 He was the most 
renowned* of the thirty,*- and became 
their commander; but he did not attain 
to the three. 

22 And Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada 
was j valium mar/ of Kabzeel, a doer 
of great deeds, he smote two ariels*" of 
Moab, He also went down and slew a 
lion »n a pit on a dav when snow had 
fallen. 23 And he slew an. Egyptian, a man 
of great stature, five cubits tall. The 
Egyptian had in his hand a spear Like a 
weaver’s beam; but Benai'ah went down 
to him with a staff, and snatched the 
spear out of the Egyptian’s hand, and 
slew him with his own spear. 24 These 
things did Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'ada, 
and won a name beside the three mighty 
men. 25 He was renowned among the 
thirty, but he did not attain to the three. 
.And David set him over his bodyguard. 

26 The mighty men of the armies 
were As'ahel the brother of .lo'ab, 
Elba'nan the son of Dodo of Bethle¬ 
hem, 27 Shammoth of Harod, 4 Helez 
the Pel'onite, 2 ** Ira the son of Ikkesh 
of Teko'a, Abi-e'zer of An'athoth, 
29 Sib'becai the Hu'shathite, I lai the 
Aho'hite, 30 Ma'harai of Netoph'ah, 
Heled the son of Ba'anah of Netoph'ah, 

Ithai the son of JRi'bai of Gib'eah of 
the Benjaminites, Benai'ah of Pir 'athon, 
32 Hurai of the brooks of Ga'ash, Abi el 
the Ar1>athite, 33 Az'maveth of Baha'- 
rum, Eli'ahba of Sha-al'bon, 34 Ha- 
shem* the Gi'zonite, Jonathan the son 
of Shagee the Har'arite, 35 Ahi am the 
son of Sachar the Har'arite, Eli'phal the 
son of Ur, 36 Hepher the Meche'rathite, 
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Ahi'jnh the Pel'onite, 37 Hezro of 
Carmeh Na'arai the son of Ezfeai, 38 Jo¬ 
el the brother of Nathan. Mihhar the 
son of Hagri, 39 Zelek the Ammonite, 
Na'harai of Be-er'oth, the armour-bear¬ 
er of Jo'ah the s<m of Zeru'iah, 40 Ira the 
Lthrite, Gareb the Ithrite, 41 Uri'ah the 
Hittite, Zabad the son of Ahlai, 42 Ad'ina 
the son of Shiza the Reubenirc, a leader 
of the Reubcmtes. and thirty with him, 
43 Hanan the son of Ma'acah, and 
aphat the. Mit finite, 44 Uzzi'a the Ash'- 
terathite, Shama and Je-i'el the sons of 
Botham the Aro'erite, 45 Jedi'a-ei the 
son of Shiruri, and Joha his brother, the 
Tizitc, 46 Eh el the Ma'havite, and 
Jeribai, and joshavi'ah, the sons of 
El-ra'am, and Ithmah the Moabite, 
47 Eli'el, and Obed, and Ja-a'st-e* the 
Mezo'ba-itc. 

“I Now these are the men who 
LX came to David at Ziklag, while he 
could nor move about freely because of 
Saul The son of Kish; and they were 
among the nvgbty men who helped him 
in war. 2 They were bowmen, and could 
shoot arrows and sling stones with 
either the right or the left hand; they 
were Beni am mites, Saul’s kinsmen. 

3 The chief was Ahie'zer, then To'ash, 
both sons of Sbcma'ah of Gib'e-a"h; also 
Je'zi-el and Pelct the sons of Az'- 
maveth; Bera'cah, Jehu of An'athoth, 

4 Ishma'iah of Gibeon, a mighty' man 
among the thirty and a leader over the 
thirty; Jeremiah/ Jahazi'el, Joha'nan, 
Jo zabad of Gede'rah, 5 Elu'zai/ Jer'- 
imoth, Beali'ah, Shemari'ah, Shephati'- 
ah the Har'uphite; 6 Elka'nah, Isshi'ah, 
Az'arel, Jo-e'zer, and Jasho'be-am, the 
Ko'rahites; 7 and Jo-e'lah and Zebadi'- 
ah, the sons of Jero ham of Gedor. 

8 From the Gadites there went over 
to David at the stronghold in the wilder¬ 
ness mighty and experienced warriors, 
expen with shield and spear, whose 
faces were like the faces of lions, and 
who were swift as gazelles upon the 
mountains: 9 Ezer the chief, Obadi'ah 
second, Eii'ab third, 10 Mishman'nah 
fourth, Jeremiah fifth, n Attai sixth, 
Eli'el seventh. 12 Joha'nan eighth, Elza - 
bad ninth, 13 Jeremiah tenth, Mach'- 
bannai eleventh. 14 These Gadites were 


officers of the army, the lesser over a 

* Syr: Hcb three a Compare 2 Sam 23.19: Heb more renowned among the two 

■ Syr: Heb the son of a valiant man r Thc meaning of the word arid is unknown 
“ Compare 2 Sam 23.25: Heb the Harorite * Compare Gk and 2 Sam 23.32: Heb the sons of Hashem 

* Heb verse 5 0 Heb verse 6 


363 



1 CHRONICLES 12 364 David's army 


hundred and the greater over a thou¬ 
sand. 15 These are the men who crossed 
the Jordan in the first month, when it 
was overflowing all its banks, and put to 
flight all those in the valleys, to the east 
and to the west. 

In And some of the men of Benia¬ 
min and Judah came to the stronghold 
to David. 17 David went out to meet 
them and said to them, “If you have 
come to me in friendship to help me, 
my heart will be knit to you; but if to 
betray me to my adversaries, although 
there is no wrong in my hands, then 
may the God of our fathers see and re¬ 
buke you.” liS Then the Spirit came 
upon Ama'sai, chief of die thirty, and 
he said, 

“We are yours, O David; 

and with you, O son of Jesse! 

Peace, peace to you, 

and peace to your helpers! 

For your God helps you.” 

Then David received them, and made 
them olheers of his troops. 

19 Some of the men of Manas'seh 
deserted to David when he came with 
the Philistines for the battle against 
Saul. (Yet he did not help them, for the 
rulers of the Philistines took counsel 
and sent him away, saying, “At peril to 
our heads he will desert to his master 
Saul.”) 20 As he went to Ziklag these 
men of Manas seh deserted to him: 
Adnah, Jo'zabad, Jedi'a-el, Michael, 
Jo'zabad, Eli'hu, and Zille-thai, chiefs 
of thousands in Manas "sen. 21 They 
helped David against the band of 
raiders;* for they were all mighty men 
of valour, and were commanders in the 
army. 22 For from day to day men kept 
coming to David to help him, until there 
was a great army, like an army of God. 

23 These are the numbers of the 
divisions of the armed troops, who 
came to David in Hebron, to turn the 
kingdom of Saul over to him, according 
to fiie word of the Lord. 24 The men of 
Judah bearing shield and spear were six 
thousand eight hundred armed troops. 
25 Of the Simeonites, mighty men of 
valour for war, seven thousand one hun¬ 
dred. 26 Of the Levites four thousand 
six hundred. 27 The prince Jehoi'ada, of 
the house of Aaron, and with him three 

* Or as officers of his troops * Gk: Heb la c k* David 
13.1-14* 2 Sam 6.1-11. 


thousand seven hundred. 28 Zadok, a 
young man mighty in valour, and twenty- 
two commanders from his own father’s 
house. 29 Of the Reniaminites, the kins¬ 
men of Saul, three thousand, of whom 
the majority had hitherto kept their 
allegiance to the house of Saul. 3° Of the 
E'phraimitcs twenty thousand eight 
hundred, mighty men of valour, famous 
men in their fathers’ houses. 3! Of the 
half-tribe of Manas seh eighteen thou¬ 
sand, who were expressly named ic 
come and make David king. 32 Of ls'- 
sachar men who had understanding of 
file times, to know what Israel ought to 
do, two hundred chiefs, and all their 
kinsmen under their command. 33 Of 
Zeb ulun fifty thousand seasoned troops, 
equipped for battle with all the weapons 
of war, to help David* with singleness of 
purpose. 34 Of Naph'tali a thousand 
commanders with whom were thirty- 
seven thousand men armed with shield 
and spear. 33 Of the Danites twenty- 
eight thousand six hundred men 
equipped for battle. ^ Of Asher forty 
thousand seasoned troops ready for 
battle. 37 Of the Reubenites and Gadites 
and the half-tribe of Manas'seh from 
beyond the Jordan, one hundred and 
twenty thousand men armed with all the 
weapons of war. 

38 Ail these, men of war, arrayed 
in battle order, came to Hebron with 
full intent to make David king over all 
Israel ; likewise all the rest of Israel were 
of a single mind to make David king. 
39 And they were there with David for 
three days, eating and drinking, for 
their brethren had made preparation for 
them. 40 And also their neighbours, from 
as far as Is'sachar and Zeb'ulun and 
Naph'tali, came bringing food on asses 
and on camels and on mules and on 
oxen, abundant provisions of meal, 
cakes of figs, clusters of raisins, and 
wine and oil, oxen and sheep, for there 
was joy in Israel. 

David consulted with the com¬ 
manders of thousands and of hun¬ 
dreds, with every leader. 2 And David 
said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it 
seems good to you, and if it is the will of 
the Lord our God, let us send abroad to 
our brethren who remain in all the land 
of Israel, and with them to the priests 
and Levites in the cities that have pas- 
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ture lands, that they may come together 
to us. 3 Then let us bring again the ark 
of our God to us; for we neglected it in 
the days of Saul.” 4 All the assembly 
agreed to do so, for tire thing was right 
in the eyes of all the people. 

5 So David assembled all Israel from 
the Shihor of Egypt to the entrance of 
Hamath, to bring the ark of God from 
jKir'iath-je'arim. 6 And David and ail 
Israel went up to Baaiah, that is, to 
Kir'iaih-jc'arim which belongs to Ju¬ 
dah, to bring up from there the ark of 
God, which is called by the name of the 
Lord who sits enthroned above the 
cherubim. "And they carried the ark of 
God upon a new cart, from the house of 
Abin adab, and Uz::ah and Alli ed were 
driving the cart. 8 And David and all 
Is' ael were making merry before God 
with all their might, with song and 
lyres and harps and tambourines and 
c> :nbuis and trumpets. 

9 And when they came to the thresh¬ 
ing boor of Chidon, Uzzah put out his 
hand to hold the ark, for the oxen 
sue..-'.bled. 10 And the angor of the Lord 
was kindled against Uzzah; and he 
smote him because he put forth Itis hand 
to the ark; and he died there before 
God. 11 And David was angry because 
the Lord had broken forth upon Uz¬ 
zah; and that place is called Fe'rez- 
uz'za* to this day. i 2 And David was 
afraid of God that day; and he said, 
“’How can I bring the ark of God home 
to me?” 13 So David did not take the ark 
home into the city of David, but took it 
aside to the house of O'bed-e'dom the 
Gittite. 14 And the ark of God remained 
with the household of O'bed-e'dom in 
his house three months; and the Lord 
blessed the household of O'bed-e'dom 
and ail that he had. 

M And Hiram king of Tyre sent 
messengers to David, and cedar 
trees, also masons and carpenters to 
build a house for him. -And David per¬ 
ceived that the Lord had established 
him king over Israel, and that his king¬ 
dom was highly exalted for the sake of 
his people Israel. 

3 And David took more wives in 
Jerusalem, and David begot more sons 
and daughters. 4 These are the names 

3 Or arid hh brother k That is The breaking forth upon 
m That is Lord ol breaking through 
14.1-2: 2 Sam 5.11-12. 14.3-7; 1 Chron .1.5-8; 2 Sam 

14.13-16: 2 Sam 5.22-25. 15.1-16.3: 2 Sam 6.12 19. 


of the children whom he had in Jeru¬ 
salem: Sham'mu-a, Shobab, Nathan, 
Solomon, 5 Ibhar, Blishu-a, El'pelet, 
6 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhi'a, 7 Elish'ama, 
Beeli'ada, and Eiiph'elet. 

S When the Philistines heard that 
David had been anointed king over all 
Israel, all the Philistines went up in 
search of David; and David heard of it 
and went out against them. 9 Now the 
Philistines had come and made a raid in 
the valley of Reph'aim. lu And David 
inquired of God, “Shall I go up against 
the Philistines? Wilt thou give them into 
my hand?” And the Lord said to him, 
“Go up, and 3 wall give them into your 
hand.” 11 And he went up to Ba'al- 
pera'zim, and David defeated them 
there; and David said, “God has broken 
through* my enemies by my hand, like a 
bursting flood.” Therefore the name of 
that place is called Ba'ai-pe^a / zim. ^7, 
12 Anci they left their gods there, and 
David gave command, and they were 
burned. 

13 And the Philistines yet again made 
a raid in the valley. 14 And when David 
again inquired of God, God said to 
him, “You shall not go up after them; 
go around and come upon them oppo¬ 
site the balsam trees. 15 And when you 
hear the sound of marching in the tops 
of the balsam trees, then go out to 
battle; for God has gone out before you 
to smite the army of the Philistines.” 
,4 And David did as God commanded 
him, and they smote the Philistine army 
from Gibeon to Gezer. 17 And the fame 
of David went out into all lands, and the 
Lord brought the fear of him upon all 
tuitions. 

| C David built houses for himself 
LD in the city of David; and he pre¬ 
pared a place for the ark of God, and 
pitched a tent for it. 2 Then David said, 
“No one but the Levites may carry the 
ark of God, for the Lord chose them to 
carry the ark of the Lord and to 
minister to him for ever.” 3 Aid David 
assembled all Israel at Jerusalem, to 
bring up the ark of the Lord to its 
place, which he had prepared for it. 
4 Aid David gathered together the sons 
of Aaron and the Levites: 5 of the sons 
of Kohath, Uri el the chief, with a hun- 

Jzzah 1 Heb paras 
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dred and twenty of his brethren; 6 of music, for he understood it. 23 Berechi'- 
the sons of Merar'i, Asa'iah the chief, ah and Eika'nah were to be gatekeepers 
with two hundred and twenty of his for the ark. 24 Shebani'ah, Josh aphat, 
brethren; 7 of the sons of Gershom, Nethan'el, Ama'sai, Zechari'ah, Benai'- 
jo'el the chief, with a hundred and ah, and Elie'zer, the priests, should 
thirty of his brethren; s of the sons of blow the trumpets before the ark of 
Eliza'phan, Shemai'ah the chief, with God. O'bed-e'dom and Jehi'ah also 
two hundred of his brethren; 9 of the were to be gatekeepers for the ark. 
sons of Hebron, Elf el the chief, with 25 So David and the elders of Israel, 
eighty of his brethren; 10 of the sons of and the commanders of thousands, 
Uz'ziel, Ammin'adab the chief, with a went to bring up the ark of the covenant, 
.hundred and twelve of his brethren, of the Lord from the house of O'bed- 
11 Then David summoned the priests e'dom with rejoicing. - 6 And because 
Zadok and Abf athar, and the Levites God helped the Levites who were carry- 
Uri'el, Asa'iah, Jo'el, Shemai 'ah, Eli'el, ing the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
and Ammin'adab, 12 and said to them, they sacrificed seven bulls and seven 
“You are the heads of the fathers' houses rains. 27 David was clothed with a robe 
of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you of fine linen, as also were all the Levites 
and your brethren, so that you may who were carrying the ark, and the 
bring up the ark of the Lord, the God singers, and Chenani ah the leader of 
of Israel, to the place that I have pre- the music of the singers; and David 
pared for it. 13 Because you did not carry wore a linen ephod. 28 So all Israel 
it the first time, 75 the Lord our God brought up the ark of the covenant of 
broke forth upon us, because we did not the Lord with shouting, to the sound of 
care for it in the way that is ordained/* the hem, trumpets, and cymbals, 
14 So the priests and the Levites sancti- and made loud music on harps and 
fied themselves to bring up the ark of lyres. 

the Lord, the God of Israel. - 5 And the 29 And as rite ark of the covenant of 
Levites carried the ark of God upon the Lord came to the city of David, 
their shoulders with the poles, as Moses Michai the daughter of Saul looked out 
had commanded according to the word of the window, and saw King David 
of the Lord. dancing and making merry; and she 

16 David also commanded the chiefs despised him in her heart, 
of the Levites to appoint their brethren *1 C_ And they brought in the ark of 
as the singers who should play loudly on AO God, and set it inside the tent 
musical instruments, on harps and lyres which David had pitched for it; and 
and cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. they offered burnt offerings and peace 
17 So the Levites appointed Heman the offerings before God. 2 And when David 
son of Jo'el; and of his brethren Asaph had finished offering the burnt offerings 
the son of Berechi'ah; and of the sons of and the peace offerings, he blessed the 
Merar'i, their brethren, Ethan the son people in the name of the Lord, 3 and 
of Kusha'iah; and with them their distributed to all Israel, both men and 
brethren of the second order, Zechari'- women, to each a loaf of bread, a por- 
ah, Ja-a'ziel, Shemir'amoth, Jehi'el, tion of meat," and a cake of raisins. 
Unni, Eli'ab, Benai'ah, Ma-asei'ah, 4 Moreover he appointed certain of 
Mattithi'ah, Eliph'elehu, and Mik- the Levites as ministers before the ark 
ne'iah, and the gatekeepers O'bed-e'- of the Lord, to invoke, to thank, and 
dom and Je-i'el. 19 The singers, Heman, to praise, the Lord, the God of Israel. 
Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound 5 Asaph was the chief, and second to him 
bronze cymbals; 20 Zechari'ah, A'zi-el, were Zechari'ah, Je-i'el, Shemir'amoth, 
Shemir'amoth, Jehi'el, Unni, Eli'ab, Jehi'el, Mattithi'ah, Eli'ab, Benai'ah, 
Ma-asei'ah, and Benai'ah were to play O'bed-e'dom, and Je-i'el, who were to 
harps according to Al'amoth; 21 but play harps and lyres; Asaph was to 
Mattithi'ah, Euph'elehu, Mikne'iah, sound the cymbals, 6 and Benai'ah and 
O'bed-e'dom, Je-i'el, and Azazi'ah were Jahazi'el the priests were to blow 
to lead with lyr_s according to the trumpets continually, before the ark of 
Shem'inith. 22 Chenani'ah, leader of the the covenant of God. 

Levites in music, should direct the 7 Then on that day David first ap- 

* The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 0 Compare Gk Syr Vg: Heb uncertain 
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pointed that thanksgiving be sung to 
the Lord by Asaph and his brethren. 

* O give thanks to the Lord, call on 
his name, 

make known his deeds among the 
peoples! 

9 Sing to him, sing praises to him, 
tell of all bis wonder*ul works! 
it' Glory in Ins holy name; 

let rhe hearts of those who seek the 
Lord rejoice! 

Seek the Lord and his strength, 
seek his presence continually! 

12 Remember the wonderful works that 
he has done, 

the wonders he wrought, the judg¬ 
ments he uttered, 

* 3 O offspring of Abraham his serv¬ 
ant, 

sons oi Jacob, his chosen onesl 

M He is the Lord our God; 

his judgments are in all the earth. 
15 He is mindful of his covenant for 
ever, 

of the word that he commanded, 
for a thousand generations, 

** the covenant which he made with 
Abraham, 

his sworn promise to Isaac, 

S7 which he continued as a statute to 
Jacob, 

as an everlasting covenant to Is¬ 
rael, 

i8 saying, “To you I will give the land 
of Canaan, 

as your portion for an inheritance.” 

S9 When they were few in number, 

and of little account, and so¬ 
journers in it, 

20 wandering from nation to nation, 

from one kingdom to another 
people, 

21 he allowed no one to oppress them; 

he rebuked kings on their account, 

22 saying, “Touch not my anointed 

ones, 

do my prophets no harm!” 

23 Sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

Tell of his salvation from day to 
day. 

24 Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvellous works among all the 
peoples! 

P Heb their 

10.8-22: Ps 105.1-15. 16.23-33: Pa 96.1-13. 10.34: ! 


25 For great is the Lord, and greatly to 

be praised, 

and he is to be held in awe above 
all gods. 

26 F or all the gods of the peoples are 

idols; 

but the Lord made the heavens. 

27 Honour and majesty are before him; 

strength and joy are in his place. 

28 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of 

the peoples, 

ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength! 

29 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his 

name; 

bring an oftepng, and come before 
him i 

Worship the Lord in holv array; 

30 tremble before him, a!) the earth; 
yea, the world stands firm, never 

to be moved. 

31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the 

earth reioice, 

and let them say among the na¬ 
tions, “The Lord reigns!” 

32 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

let the field exult, and everything 
in it! 

33 Then shall the trees of the wood sing 

for jov 

before the Lord, for he comes to 
judge the earth. 

34 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good; 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever! 

35 Say also: 

“Deliver us, O God of our salvation, 
and gather and save us from 
among the nations, 
that we may give thanks to thy holy 
name, 

and glory in thy praise. 

36 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Is¬ 

rael, 

from everlasting to everlasting!” 
Then all the people said “Amen!” and 
praised the Lord. 

37 So David left Asaph and his 
brethren there before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord to minister con¬ 
tinually before the ark as each day re¬ 
quired, 38 and also Ol^ed-edom and 
his^ sixty-eight brethren; while O'bed- 
e'dom, the son of Jedu thun, and Hosah 

106.1. IA.3S-38: Ps 106.47-48. 
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were to be gatekeepers. 30 And he left 
Zadok the priest and his brethren the 
priests before the tabernacle of the 
Lord in the high place that was at 
Gibeon, 40 to offer burnt offerings to the 
Lord upon the altar of brunt offering 
continually morning and evening, ac¬ 
cording to ah that is written in the law 
of the Lord which he commanded 
Israel. 41 With them were Homan and 
jedu'thun, and the rest of those chosen 
and expressly nan ted to give thanks to 
the Lord, for his steadfast love endures 
for ever. 42 Heman and jedu'thun had 
trumpets and cymbals for the music 
and instruments for sacred song. The 
sons of Jedu fhun were appointed to the 
gate. 

43 Then all the people departed each 
to his house, and David went home to 
bless his household. 

7 Now when David dwelt in his 
house, David said to Nathan cite 
prophet, ‘"Behold, 1 dwell in a house ol 
cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord is under a tent.’* 2 And Nathan 
said to David, “Do all that is in your 
heart, for God is with you.” 

3 But that same night the word of the 
Lord came to Nathan, 4 “Go and teii 
my servant David. ‘Thus says the 
Lord: You shall not build me a house 
to dwell in. 5 For I have not dwelt in a 
house since the day I led up Israel to 
this day, but I have gone from tent to 
tent and from dwelling to dwelling. 
^ In all places where I have moved with 
all Israel, did I speak a word with any of 
the judges of Israel, whom I com¬ 
manded to shepherd my people, saying, 
“Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?” * 7 Now therefore thus shall you 
say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the 
Lord of hosts, I took you from the pas¬ 
ture, from following the sheep, that you 
should be prince over my people Israel; 
8 and I have been with you wherever 
you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a name, like the name of 
the great ones of the earth. 9 And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel, 
and will plant them, that they may dwell 
in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and violent men shall waste them 
no more, as formerly, 30 from the time 
that I appointed judges over my people 

9 Cn: Heb uncertain r Gk Vg: Heb cm 
17.1-27: 2 Sam 7.1-29. 


Israel; and I wili subdue all your 
enemies. Moreover 1 declare to you that 
the Lord will build you a house. 

11 When your days arc fullilled to go to 
be with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, one of your own 
sons, and 1 will establish his kingdom, 

12 He shall buiiu a house for me, and 1 
will establish his throne for ever. 13 l 
will be his father, and he shall be my 
son; 1 will not take my si cad last love 
from him, as J took it from him who w.is 
before you, 14 but I will confirm him in 
my house and in my kingdom for ever 
and his throne shall be established for 
ever.' ” *- In accordance with all these 
words, and in accordance with ail this 
vision, Nathan spoke to David. 

io Then King David went in and sat 
before the Lord, and said, “Who am ?, 
O Lord God, and what is my house, 
that thou hast brought me thus far? 

3 'And this was a small thing in thy 
eyes, O God; thou hast also spoken of 
thy servant's house for a great while to 
come, and hast shown me future genera¬ 
tions,’ 1 O Lord God! ta And what more 
can David say to thee for honouring thy 
servant? For thou knowest thy servant. 
19 For thy servant’s sake, O Loud, and 
according to thy own heart, thou hast 
wrought ah this greatness, in making 
known all these great things., 29 There 
is none like thee, O Lord, and there is 
no God besides thee, according to all 
that we have heard with our ears. 
21 What other r nation on earth is like 
thy people Israel, whom God went to 
redeem to be his people, making for thy¬ 
self a name for great and terrible things, 
in driving out nations before thy people 
whom thou didst redeem from Egypt? 
22 And thou didst make thy people Israel 
to be thy people for ever; and thou, O 
Lord, didst become their God. 23 And 
now, O Lord, let the word which thou 
hast spoken concerning thy servant and 
concerning his house be established for 
ever, and do as thou hast spoken; 24 and 
thy name will be established and magni¬ 
fied for ever, saying, ‘The Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, is Israel’s 
God,’ and the house of thy servant 
David will be established before thee. 
25 For thou, my God, hast revealed to 
thy servant that thou wilt build a house 
for him; therefore thy servant has found 
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courage to pray before thee. 26 And now, the Valley of Salt. li And he put garri- 
O Lord, thou art God, and thou hast sons in Edom; and ail the E'doinites 
promised this good thing to thy serv- became David’s servants. And the Lord 
am; 27 now therefore may it please thee gave victory to David wherever he went, 
to bless the house of thy servant, that it 14 So David reigned over all Israel; 
may continue for ever before thee; for and he administered justice and equity 
what, thou, O Lord, hast blessed is to all his people. 15 And Jo'ab the son of 
blessed for ever.” Zeru'iah was over the army; and 

i Q After this David defeated the Jchosh'aphat the son of Ahi'lud was 
JLO Philistines and subdued them, recorder; 10 and Zadok the son of Ahi'- 
and he took Gath and its villages out of tub and Ahixn'elech the son of Abi'athar 
die hand of the Philistines. were priests; and Shavsha was secre- 

2 And he defeated Moab, and the tary; 17 and Benai'ah the son of Jehoi'- 

Moabites became servants to David ada was over the Cher ethites and the 
and brought tribute. Pel'ethiies; and David’s sons were the 

3 David also defeated Hadade'zer chief ofhcials in the service of the 
king of Zobah, toward Hamath, as he king. 

went to set up his monument-' at the -1 Q Now after this Nahash the king 
nver Eu-phra'tes. 4 And David took of the Ammonites died, and his 

from him a thousand chariots, seven son reigned in his stead. 2 A rid David 
thousand horsemen, and twenrv thou- said, *‘l will deal lovaiiy with Hanun 
iiirul foot soldiers; and David hem- the son of Nahash, for his father dealt 
it rung all the chariot horses, but left loyally with me.” So David sent mes- 
rtnough for a hundred chariots. hAnd sengers to console him concerning his 
when the Syrians of Damascus came to father. And David’s servants came to 
•lelp Hadade zer king of Zobah, David Hanun in the land of the Ammonites, to 
flew twenty-two thousand men of the console him. 3 E<ut the princes of the 
Syrians. 0 Then David put garrisons* Ammonites said to Hanun, “Do you 
in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians think, because David has sent com- 
became servants to David, and bronchi forcers to you, that he is honouring your 
iiibore. And the Lokp gavt victory to father? Have not his servants come to 
Da\ id wherever he went. 7 And David vou to search and to overthrow and to 
took the shields of gold which were spy out the land?” 4 So Hanun took 
carried by the servants of Hadade /er, David’s servants, and shaved them, arid 
and brought them to Jerusalem. x And cut off their garments in the middle, at 
from Tibhath and from Cun, cities of their hips, and sent them away; - and 
Hadade'zer, David took very much they departed. When David was told 
bronze; with it Solomon made the concerning the men, he sent to meet 
bronze sea and the pillars and the them, for the men were greatly ashamed, 
vessels of bronze. And the king said, "‘Remain at Jericho 

When To'u king of Hamath heard until your beards have grown, and then 
that David had defeated the whole army return.” 

of Hadade'zer, king of Zobah, 10 he sent t> When the Ammonites saw' that they 
his son Hador'am to King David, to had made themselves odious to David, 
greet him, and to congratulate him be- Hanun and the Ammonites sent a thou- 
cause he had fought 3 gainst Hadade'zer sand talents of silver to hire chariots and 
and defeated him; for Hadade'zer had horsemen from Mesopota mia, from 
often been at war with To'u. And he Aram-ma'acah, and from Zobah. 7 They 
sent all sorts of articles of gold, of silver, hired thirtv-tvvo thousand chariots and 
and of bronze; 11 these also King David the king of Ma'acah with his army, who 
dedicated to the Lord, together with came and encamped before Mcd'eba. 
the silver and gold which he had carried And the Ammonites were mustered 
off from all the nations, from Edom, from their cities and came to battle. 
Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, 8 When David heard of it, he sent Jo ab 
and Am'alek. and all the army of the mighty men. 

12 And Abi'shai, the son of Zeru'iah, ^And the Ammonites came out and 
slew eighteen thousand E domites in drew up in battle array at the entrance 

* Hcb hand * Gk Vg 2 Sam 8.6 Compare Syr: Hcb lacks garrison* 

18.1-13: 7. Sam 8.1*14. 18.14-17: 2 Sam 8.15-18. 19.1-19: 2 Su 10.1-19. 
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of the city, and the kings who had come weighed a talent of gold, and in it was a 
were by themselves in the open country, precious stone; and it was placed on 
10 When Jo'ab saw that the battle was David’s head. And he brought forth the 
set against him both in front and in the spoil of the city, a very great amount, 
rear, he chose some of the picked men of 3 And he brought forth the people who 
Israel, and arrayed them against the were in it, and set them to labour* 1 with 
Syrians; 11 the rest of his men he put in saws and iron picks and axes;"’ and thus 
the charge of Abi'shai his brother, and David did to all the cities of the Am* 
they were arrayed against the Am* monites. Then David and ail the people 
monites. 12 And he said, “If the Syrians returned to Jerusalem, 
are too strong for me, then you shall 4 And after this there arose war with 
help me; but if the Ammonites are too the Philistines at Gezer; then Sib'becai 
strong for you, then I will help you, the Hu'shathite slew Sip'pai, who was 
u Be of good courage, and let us play one of the descendants of the giants: 
the man for our people, and for the and the Philistines were subdued. - And 
cities of our God ; and may the Lord do there was again war with the Philistine*, 
what seems good to him/’ 14 Sio Jo'ab and Elha'nan the son of fa ir slew 
and the people who were with him drew Lahmi the brother of Goliath the 
near before the Syrians for battle; and Girtite, the shaft of whose spear 
they fled before him. *-And when the like a weaver’s beam. 6 And there was 
Ammonites saw that the Syrians fled, again war at Gath, where there was a 
they likewise fled before Abi'shai, Jo - man of great stature, who had six 
ab’s brother, and entered the city. Then fingers on each hand, and six toes on 
Jo'ab came to Jerusalem. each foot, twenty-four in number ; and 

16 But when the Syrians saw that he also was descended from the giants, 
they had been defeated by Israel, they 7 And when he taunted Israel, Jonathan 
sent messengers and brought out the the son of Shim'e-a, David’s brother, 
Syrians who were beyond the Eu-phra'- slew him. b T hese were descended from 
tes, with Shophach the commander of the giants in Gath; and they fell by the 
the army of Hadade'zer at their head, hand of David and by the hand of his 
i 7 And when it was told David, he servants. 

gathered all Israel together, and crossed Ol Satan stood up against Israel, 
the Jordan, and came to them, and and incited David to number 

drew up his forces against them. And Israel. 2 So David said to Jo'ab and the 
when David set the battle in array commanders of the army, “Go, number 
against the Syrians, they fought with Israel, from Beer-sheba to Dan, and 
him. l8 And the Syrians fled before bring me a report, that I may know their 
Israel; and David slew of the Syrians number.” -'But Jo'ab said, “May the 
the men of seven thousand chariots, and Lord add to his people a hundred times 
forty thousand foot soldiers, and killed as many as they are! Are they not, my 
also Shophach the commander of their lord the king, all of them my lord’s 
army. l5 And when the servants of servants? Why then should my lord 
Hadade'zer saw that they had been de- require this? Why should he bring guilt 
feated by Israel, they made peace with upon Israel?” 4 But the king’s word 
David, and became subject to him. So prevailed against Jo'ab. So Jo'ab de- 
the Syrians were not willing to help the parted and went throughout all Israel, 
Ammonites any more. and came back to Jerusalem. 5 And Jo'ab 

A In the spring of the year, the gave the sum of the numbering of the 
time when kings go forth to people to David. In all Israel there were 
battle, Jo'ab led out the army, and one million one hundred thousand men 
ravaged the country of the Ammonites, who drew the sword, and in Judah four 
and came and besieged Rabbah. But hundred and seventy thousand who 
David remained at Jerusalem. And Jo'- drew the sword. 6 But he did not in- 
ab smote Rabbah, and overthrew it. elude Levi and Benjamin in the num- 
2 And David took the crown of their bering, for the king’s command was 
king“ from his head; he found that it abhorrent to Jo'ab. 

“Or Milam See 1 Kings 11.5 * Compare 2 Sam 12.31: Heb he sawed 

u Compare 2 Sam 12.31: Heb saws 

20.1: 2 Sam 11.1. 20.1-3: 2 Sam 12.26-31. 20.4-8: 2 Sam 21.18-22. 21.1-27: 2 Sam 24.1-25. 
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7 But God was displeased with this were with him hid themselves. 21 As 


thing, and he smote Israel. iS And David 
said to God, “I have sinned greatly in 
that I have done this thing. But now, I 
pray thee, take away the iniquity of thy 
servant; for I have done very foolishly.” 
9 And the Lord spoke to Gad, David’s 
seer, saying, 10 “Go and say to David, 
‘Thus says the Lord, Three things I 
offer you; choose one of them, that I 
may do it to you.’ ” 11 So Gad came to 
David and said to him, “Thus says the 
Lord, ‘Take which you will: 12 either 
three years of famine; or three months 
of devastation by your foes, while the 
sword of your enemies overtakes you; 
or else three days of the sword of the 
Lord, pestilence upon the land, and the 
angel of the Lord destroying through¬ 
out all the territory of Israel. 1 Now de¬ 
cide what answer I shall return to him 
who sent me. 5 ’ 13 Then David said to 
Gad, “I am in great distress; let me fall 
inro the hand of the Lord, for his mercy 
is very great; but let me not fall into the 
hand of man.” 

14 So the Lord sent a pestilence upon 
Israel; and there fell seventy thousand 
men of Israel. 15 And God sent the angel 
to Jerusalem to destroy it; but when he 
was about to destroy it, the Lord saw, 
and he repented of the evil; and he said 
to the destroying angel, “It is enough; 
now stay your hand.” And the angel of 
the Lord was standing by the threshing 
floor of Oman the Jeb'usite. if, And 
David lifted his eyes and saw the angel 
of the Lord standing between earth and 
heaven, and in his hand a drawn sword 
stretched out over Jerusalem. Then 
David and the elders, clothed in sack¬ 
cloth, fell upon their faces. 17 And David 
said to God, “Was it not I who gave 
command to number the people? It is I 
who have sinned and done very wicked¬ 
ly. But these sheep, what have they 
done? Let thy hand, 1 pray thee, O 
Lord my God, be against me and 
against my father’s house; but let not 
the plague be upon thy people.” 

18 Then the angel of the Lord 
commanded Gad to say to David that 
David should go up and rear an altar 
to the Lord on the threshing floor of 
Oman the Jeb'usite. 1Q So David went 
up at Gad’s word, which he had spoken 
in the name of the Lord. 2(5 Now 
Oman was threshing wheat; he turned 
and saw the angel, and his four sons who 


David came to Oman, Oman looked 
and saw David and went forth from the 
threshing floor, and did obeisance to 
David with his face to the ground. 
^And David said to Oman, “Give me 
the site of the threshing floor that I may 
build on it an altar to the Lord —give 
it to me at its full price—that the plague 
may be averted from the people.” 
23 Then Oman said to David, “Take it; 
and let my lord the king do what seems 
good to him; see, I give the oxen for 
burnt offerings, and the threshing 
sledges for the wood, and the wheat for 
a cereal offering. 1 give it all.” 24 But 
King David said to Oman, “No. but I 
will buy it for the full price; 1 will not 
take for the Lord what is yours, nor offer 
burnt offerings which cost me nothing.” 
25 So David paid Oman six hundred 
shekels of gold by weight for the site. 
26 And David built there an altar to the 
Lord and presented burnt offerings and 
peace offerings, and called upon the 
Lord, and he answered him with fire 
from heaven upon the altar of burnt 
offering. 21 Then the Lord commanded 
the angel; and he put his sword back 
into its sheath. 

28 At that time, when David saw that 
the Lord had answered him at the 
threshing floor of Oman the jeb'usite, 
he made his sacrifices there. 2g For the 
tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses 
had made in the wilderness, and the 
altar of burnt offering were at that time 
in the high place at Gibeon; 30 but 
David could not go before it to inquire 
of God, for he was afraid of the sword 
of the angel of the Lord. 1 Then 
David said, “Here shall be the 
house of the Lord God and here the 
altar of burnt offering for Israel.” 

2 David commanded to gather to¬ 
gether the aliens who were in the land 
of Israel, and he set stonecutters to pre¬ 
pare dressed stones for building the 
house of God. 3 David also provided 
great stores of iron for nails for the 
doors of the gates and for clamps, as 
well as bronze in quantities beyond 
weighing, 4 and cedar timbers without 
number; for the Sido'nians and Tyrians 
brought great quantities of cedar to 
David. 5 For David said, “Solomon my 
son is young and inexperienced, and the 
house that is to be built for the Lord 
must be exceedingly magnificent, of 
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fame and glory throughout all lands; \ 
will therefore make preparation for it.” 
So David provided materials in great 
quantity before his death. 

6 Then he called for Solomon his 
son, and charged him to build a house 
for the Lord, die God of Israel. 7 David 
said to Solomon, ‘"Mv son, I had it in 
my heart to build a house to the name 
of the Lord my God. 8 But the word of 
the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have 
shed much blood and have waged great 
wars; you shall not build a house to my 
name, because you have shed so much 
blood before me upon rhe earth. 9 Be¬ 
hold, a son shall be born to you; he 
shall be a man of peace. I will give him 
peace from all his enemies round about; 
for his name shall be Solomon, and I 
will give peace and quiet to Israel in his 
days. J0 He shall build a house for my 
name. He shall be my son, and l will 
be his father, and I will establish his 
royal throne in Israel for ever. 1 11 Now, 
my son, the Lord be with you, so that 
you may succeed in building the house 
of the Lord your God, as he has spoken 
concerning you. 12 Only, may the Lord 
grant you discretion and understand¬ 
ing, that when he gives you charge over 
Israel you may keen the law of the 
Lord your God. L Then you will 
prosper if you are careful to observe the 
statutes and the ordinances which the 
Lord commanded Moses for Israel. Be 
strong, and of good courage. Fear not; 
be not dismayed. 14 With great pains I 
have provided for the house of the Lord 
a hundred thousand talents of gold, a 
million talents of silver, and bronze and 
iron beyond weighing, for there is so 
much of it; timber and stone too I have 
provided. To these you must add. 
15 You have an abundance of workmen: 
stonecutters, masons, carpenters, and 
all kinds of craftsmen without number, 
skilled in working 16 gold, silver, 
bronze, and iron. Arise and be doing! 
The Lord be with you I 11 

17 David also commanded all the 
leaders of Israel to help Solomon his 
son, saying, 18 “Is not the Lord your 
God with you? And has he not given 
you peace on every side? For he has 
delivered the inhabitants of the land 
into my hand; and the land is subdued 
before the Lord and his people . 19 Now 
set your mind and heart to seek the 

* Vg Compare Gk Syr: Heb to the Gtrihomu 


Lord your God. Arise and build the 
sanctuary of the Lord God, so that the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord and the 
holy vessels of God may be brought into 
a house built for the name of the Lord.” 

When David was old and full of 
days, he made Solomon his son 
king over Israel. 

2 David assembled all the leaders of 
Israel and the priests and the Levires. 
3 The Levites, thirty years old and up¬ 
ward. were numbered, and the total was 
thirty-eight thousand men. 4 “Twenty- 
four thousand of these,” David said, 
“shall have charge of the work in she 
house of the Lord, six thousand shall be 
officers and judges, 5 four thousand 
gatekeepers, and four thousand shall 
offer praises to the Lord with the in¬ 
struments which I have made for 
praise.” 6 And David organized them 
in divisions corresponding to the sons 
of Levi: Gershom, Kohath, and 
Mctar'i. 

7 The sons of Gershom* were La dan 
and Shim'e-i. 8 The sons of La dan: 
Jehi'el the chief, and Zetham, and Jo¬ 
el, three. 9 The sons of Shim'e-i: 
Shelo'moth, Ha'zi-el, and Haran, three. 
These were the heads of the fathers* 
houses of Ladan. u *And die sons of 
Shim'e-i: Jahath, Zina, and Je'ush, and 
Bcri ah. These four were die sons of 
Shim'e-i. 11 Jahath was the chief, and 
Zizah the second; but Je'ush and Ben'- 
ah had not many sons, therefore they 
became a father’s house in one reckon¬ 
ing. 

12 The sons of Kohath: Amram, 
Izhar, Hebron, and Uz'ziel, four. 

The sons of Amram: Aaron and 
Moses. Aaron was set apart to conse¬ 
crate the most holy things, that he and 
his sons for ever should bum incense 
before the Lord, and minister to him 
and pronounce blessings in his name 
for ever. 14 But the sons of Moses the 
man of God were named among the 
tribe of Levi. 15 The sons of Moses: 
Gershom and Elie'zer. 16 The sons of 
Gershom: Sheb'uel the chief. 1 7 The 
sons of Elie'zer: Rehabi'ah the chief; 
Elie'zer had no other sons, but the sons 
of Rehabi'ah were very many. A8 The 
sons of Izhar: Shelo'mith the chief. 
19 The sons of Hebron: Jeri'ah the 
chief, Amari'ah the second, Jahazi'el 
the third, and Jekame'am the fourth. 
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20 The sons of Uz'ziel: Micah the chief were found among the sons of Elca'zar 
and Isshi'ah the second. than among the sons of Ith'amar, they 

21 The sons of Merar'i: Mahii and organized them under sixteen heads of 
Mushi. The sons of Mahii: Elea'zar and fathers* houses of the sons of Elea'zar,, 
Kish. 22 Elea'zar died having no sons, and eight of the sons of Ith'amar. 
but only daughters; their kinsmen, the 5 They organized them by lot, all alike, 
sons of Kish, married them. 23 The sons for there were officers of the sanctuary 
of Mushi: Mahii, Eder, and Jer'emotff and officers of God among both the sons 
three. of Elea'zar and the sons of Ith'amar. 

24 These were the sons of Levi by 6 And the scribe Shemai'ah the son of 
their fathers* houses, the heads of Nethan'el, a Levitc, recorded them in 
fathers 3 houses as they were registered the presence of the king, and the 
according to the number of the names princes, and Zadok the priest, and 
of the individuals from twenty years old Ahim'elech the son of Abi'athar, and 
and upward who were to do the work the heads of the fathers’ houses of the 
for the service of the house of the priests and of the Levites; one father’s 
Lord. 25 For David said, “The Lord, house being chosen for Elea zar and one 
the God of Israel, has given peace to chosen for Ith'amar. 
his people; and he dwells in Jerusalem 7 The first lot fell to Jehoi'arib, the 
for ever. 26 And so the Levites no longer second to Jedai'ah, 8 the third to Ha- 
need to carry the tabernacle or any of rim, the fourth to Se-o'rim, 9 the fifth 
the things for its service”— 27 for by to Malchi'jah, the sixth to Mi'yamin* 
the last words of David these were the 10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to 
number of the Levites from twenty Abi'jah, 11 the ninth to Jeshua, the 
years old and upward— 28 “but their tenth to Shecaniah, 12 the eleventh to 
duty shall be to assist the sons of Aaron Eli'ashib, the twelfth to Jakim, ^ the 
for the service of the house of the Lord, thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth 
having the care of the courts and the to jesheb e-ab, 14 the fifteenth to Bilgah, 
chambers, the cleansing of all that is the sixteenth to Immer, 15 the seven- 
holy, and any work for the service of the teenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to 
house of God; 29 to assist also with the Hap'pizzez, 16 the nineteenth to Petha- 
s how bread, the flour for the cereal of- hi'ah, the twentieth to Jehez'kel, 11 the 
faring, die wafers of unleavened bread, twenty-first to Jachin, the twenty- 
the baked offering, the offering mixed second to Gamut, 18 the twenty-third 
with oil, and all measures of quantity to Dela'iah, the twenty-fourth to Ma- 
or size. 30 And they shall stand every azi’ah. 19 These had as their appointed 
morning, thanking and praising the duty in their service to come into the 
Lord, and likewise at evening, and house of the Lord according to the 
whenever burnt offerings are offered procedure established for them by 
to the Lord on sabbaths, new moons, Aaron their father, as the Lord God of 
and feast days, according to the num- Israel had commanded him. 
ber required of them, continually be- 20 And of the rest of the sons of 
fore the Lord. 32 Thus they shall keep Levi: of the sons of Amram, Shu ba-el; 
charge of the tent of meeting and the of the sons of Shu'ba-el, Jehde'iah. 
sanctuary, and shall attend the sons of 2i Of Rehabi'ah: of the sons of Rehabi'- 
Aaron, their brethren, for the service of ah, Isshi ah the chief. 22 Of the Iz - 
the house of the Lord.” harites, Shelomoth; of the sons of 

A The divisions of the sons of Shelo moth, Jahath. 23 The sons of 
&■ Aaron were these. The sons of Hebron J erf ah the chief , 2 Amari'ah 
Aaron: Nadab, Abihu, Elea'zar, and the second, Jahazi'e! the third, Jek- 
Iih'amar. 2 But Nadab and Abi'hu died ame'am the fourth. 24 The sons of TJz'- 
before their father, and had no children, ziel, Micah; of the sons of Micah, 
so Elea'zar and ith'amar became the Shamir. 25 The brother of Micah, Is- 
priests. 3 With the help of Zadok of the shi'ah: of the sons of Isshi'ah, Zeehari'- 
sons of Elea'zar, and Ahim'elech of ah. 2 &The sons of Merar'i: Mahii and 
the sons of Ith'amar, David organized Mushi. The sons of Ja-azi'ah: Beno. 
them according to the appointed duties 27 The sons of Merar'i: of* Ja-azi'ah, 
in their service. 4 Since more chief men Beno, Shoham, Zaccur, and Ibri. 28 Of 

v See 23.19: Heb lack* Hebron * See 23.19: Hcb lacks the chief 
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Mahli: Elea'zar, who had no sons. 
29 Of Kish, the sons of Kish: Jerah- 
meel. 30 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, 
Eder, and Jer'imoth. These were the 
sons of the Levitcs according to their 
fathers* houses. 31 These also, the head 
of each father’s house and his younger 
brother alike, cast lots, just as their 
brethren the sons of Aaron, in the 
presence of King David, Zadok, Ahim'- 
elech, and the heads of fathers* houses 
of the priests and of the Levites, 

David and the chiefs of the 
JuJ/ service also set apart for the 
service certain of the sons of Asaph, and 
of Heman, and of Jedu'thun, who 
should prophesy with lyres, with harps, 
and with cymbals. The list of those who 
did the work and of their duties was: 
2 Of the sons of Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, 
Nethani'ah, and Ashare'lah, sons of 
Asaph, under the direction of Asaph, 
who prophesied under the direction of 
the king, 3 Of jedu'thun, the sons of 
Jedu'thun: Gedali'ah, Zeri, Jeshai'ah, 
Shim'e-i," Hashabi'ah, and Mamthi'ah, 
six, under the direction of their father 
Jedu'thun, who prophesied with the 
lyre in thanksgiving and praise to the 
Lord. 4 Of Heman, the sons of Heman : 
Bukki'ah, Martani'ah, Uz'ziel, Shcb'- 
uel, and Jer'imoth, Hanani'ah, Kana'- 
ni, Eli'athah, Giddal'ti, and Romam'ti- 
e'zer, Joshbekash'ah, Mallo'thi, Hothir, 
Maha'zi-oth. 3 All these were the sons of 
Heman the king’s seer, according to the 
promise of God to exalt him; for God 
had given Heman fourteen sons and 
three daughters. 6 They were all under 
the direction of their father in the 
music in the house of the Lord with 
cymbals, harps, and lyres for the service 
of the house of God. Asaph, Jedu'thun, 
and Heman were under the order of the 
king. 7 The number of them along with 
their brethren, who were trained in 
singing to the Lord, all who were skil¬ 
ful, was two hundred and eighty-eight. 
8 And they cast lots for their duties, 
small and great, teacher and pupil alike. 

9 The first lot fell for Asaph to 
Joseph; the second to Gedali'ah, to 
him and his brethren and his sons, 
twelve; 30 the third to Zaccur, his sons 
and his brethren, twelve; 11 the fourth 
to Izri, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 12 the fifth to Nethani'ah, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; 13 the 

• One Ms: Gk: Heb lacks Shimei 


sixth to Bukki'ah, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 14 the seventh to 
Jesharelah, his sons and his breth¬ 
ren, twelve; 15 the eighth to Jeshai'ah, 
his sons and his brethren, twelve; 
* 6 the ninth to Mattani'ah, his sons and 
his brethren, twelve; 17 the tenth to 
Shim'e-s, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; the eleventh to Az'arel, his 
sons and his brethren, twelve; 19 the 
twelfth to Hashabi'ah, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 20 to the thirteenth, 
Shu'ba-ei, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 2i to the fourteenth, Mattithi'ah, 
his sons and his brethren, twelve; 22 ro 
the fifteenth, to Jer'emoth, his sons and 
his brethren, twelve; 23 to the sixteenth, 
to Hanani'ah, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 24 to the seventeenth, to Josh- 
bekash'ah, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 25 to the eighteenth, to Hana'ni, 
his sons and his brethren, twelve: 26 to 
the nineteenth, to Mallo'thi, his sons 
and his brethren, twelve; 27 to the 
twentieth, to Eli'athah, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve; 2S to the twenty-first, 
to Hothir, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 29 to the twenty-second, to 
Giddal'ti, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; to the twenty-third, to Ma- 
ha'zi-oth, his sons and his brethren, 
twelve; 31 to the twenty-fourth, to 
Romam'ti-e'zer, his sons and his 
brethren, twelve. 

As for the divisions of the gate- 
keepers: of the Ko'rahites, Me- 
shelemi'ah the son of Ko're, of the sons 
of Asaph. 2 And Meshelemi'ah had sons: 
Zechari'ah the first-born, Jedi'a-el the 
second, Zebadi'ah the third, Jath'ni-el 
the fourth, 3 Elam the fifth, Jehoha'nan 
the sixth, El'ieho-e'nai the seventh. 
4 And O'bed-e'dom had sons: Shemai'ah 
the first-born, Jeho'zabad the second. 
To'ah rhe third, Sachar the fourth, 
Nethan'el the fifth, 5 Am'micl the sixth, 
Is'sachar the seventh, Pe-uriethai the 
eighth; for God blessed him. 6 Also to 
his son Shemai'ah were sons born who 
were rulers in their fathers’ houses, for 
they were men of great ability. 7 The 
sons of Shemai'ah: Othni, Reph'a-el, 
Obed, and Elza'bad, whose brethren 
were able men, Eii'hu and Semachi'ah. 
8 A11 these were of the sons of O'bed- 
e'dom with their sons and brethren, 
able men qualified for the service; sixty- 
two of O'bed-e'dom. 9 And Meshelemi'- 
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ah had sons and brethren, able men, hundreds, and the commanders of the 
eighteen. lu And Hosah, of the sons of army, had dedicated. 21 From spoil won 
Merar'i, had sons: Shimri the chief (for in battles they dedicated gifts for the 
though he was not the first-born, his maintenance of the house of the Lord. 
lather made him chief), 11 Hilki'ah the 2K Also all that Samuel the seer, and Saul 
second, Tebali'ah the third, Zechari'ah the son of Kish, and Abner the son of 
the fourth: all the sons and brethren of Ner, and Jo'ab the son of Zeru'iah had 
Hosah were thirteen. dedicated—all dedicated gifts were in 

12 These divisions of the gatekeepers, the care of Shelo'moth* and his breth- 
corrcsponding to their chief men, had ren. 

duties, just as their brethren did, 29 Of the Iz'harites, Chenani'ah and 
ministering in the house of the Lord; his sons were appointed to outside 
13 and they cast lots by fathers' houses, duties for Israel, as officers and judges, 
small and great alike, for their gates. 30 Of the He'bronites, Hashabi'ah and 
w The lot for the cast fell to Shclczni ah. his brethren, one thousand seven hun- 
Thev cast lots also for his son Zechari - dred men of ability, had the oversight 
ah, a shrewd counsellor, and his lot came of Israel westward of the Jordan for alt 
out for the north, i- O'bed-e'dom’s the work of the Lord and for the service 
came out for rhe south, and to his sons of the king. 31 Of the He'bronites, jeri'- 
wa:, allotted the storehouse. 16 For iah was chief of the He'bronites of what- 
Shuppim and Hosah it came out for the ever genealogy or fathers’ houses. (In 
west, at the gate of Shariecheth on the the fortieth year of David’s reign search 
road that goes up. Watch corresponded was made and men of great ability 
to watch. 17 On the east there w'ere six among them were found at Jazer in 
each day,* on the north four each day, Gilead.) 32 King David appointed him 
on the south four each day, as well as and his brethren, two thousand seven 
two and two at the storehouse; u and hundred men of ability, heads of la- 
for the parbar*" on the west there were thers’ houses, to have the oversight of 
Mur at the road and two at the parbar. the Reutaenites, the Gadites, and the 
These were the divisions of the gate- half-tribe of the Manas sites lot every- 
kc’cpers among die Ko'rahites and the thing pertaining to God and for the 
sons of Merar'i. affairs of the king. 

20 And of the Levites, Aid'iah had This is the list of die people of 

charge of the treasuries of the house of ^ / Israel, the heads of fathers’ 
God and the treasuries of the dedicated houses, the commanders of thousands 
gifts. 21 The sons of Ladan, the sons of and hundreds, and their officers who 
the Gershonites belonging to Ladan, served the king in all matrers concerning 
the heads of die fathers’ houses belong- the divisions that came and went, month 
ing to Ladan the Gershonite: Jehi- after month throughout the year, each 
eii.' f division numbering twenty-four thou- 

22 The sons of Jehi'eli, Zetham and sand: 

Jo el his brother, were in charge of die 2 Jasho'be-am the son of Zab'di-el 
treasuries of the house of the Lord, was in charge of the first division in the 
23 Of the Amramites, the Iz'barites, the first month; in his division were twenty- 
He'bronites, and die Uz'z.ielites—24 and four thousand. 3 He was a descendant 
Sheb'uel the son of Gershom, son of of Perez, and was chief of all the com- 
Moses, was chief officer in charge of the manders of the army for the first mondi. 
treasuries. 25 His brethren: from Elie'- 4 Dodai the Aho'hite/ was in charge of 
zer were his son Rehabi'ah, and his son the division of the second month; in his 
Jeshai'ah, and his son Joram, and his division were twenty-four thousand, 
son Zichri, and his son Shelo'moth. 5 The third commander, for the third 
26 This Shelo'moth and his brethren mondi, was Benai'ah, the son of Jehoi- 
were in charge of all the treasuries of the ada the priest, as chief; in his division 
dedicated gifts which David the king, were twenty-four thousand. 6 This is 
and the heads of the fathers’ houses, and the Benai'ah who was a mighty man of 
the officers of the thousands and the die thirty and in command of the 

* Gk: Heb Levites e The meaning of the word parbar is unknown 
® The Hebrew text of verse 21 is confused * Heb Shebmith 
«'Gk: Heb Ahohite and his division and AiikJoih the chief officer 
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thirty; Ammiz'abad his son was in 
charge of his division.' 7 As'ahel the 
brother of Jo'ab was fourth, for the 
fourth month, and his son Zebadi'ah 
after him; in his division were twenty- 
four thousand. 8 The fifth commander, 
for the fifth month, was Shamhuth, the 
Iz'rahite; in his division were twenty- 
four thousand. 9 Sixth, for the sixth 
month, was Ira, the son of Ikkesh the 
Tcko'ite; in his division were twenty- 
four thousand. 10 Seventh, for the sev¬ 
enth month, was Helez the Pel'onite, of 
the sons of E'phraim; in his division 
were twenty-four thousand. 11 Eighth, 
for the eighth month, was Sib'bee;u the 
Hu'shathite, of the Zerahites; in his 
division were twenty-four thousand. 

12 Ninth, for the ninth month, was Abi- 
e'zer of An'athoth, a Eenjaminite; in his 
division were twenty-four thousand. 

13 Tenth, for the tenth month, was 
Ma'harai of Netoph'ah, of the Zer- 
ahites; in his division were twenty-four 
thousand. 14 Eleventh, for the eleventh 
month, was Benai'ah of Pir'athon, of the 
sons of E'phraim; in his division were 
twenty-four thousand. 15 Twelfth, for 
the twelfth month, was Heldai the 
Netoph'athite, of Oth'ni-el; in his 
division were twenty-four thousand. 

16 Over the tribes of Israel, for the 
Reubenites Elie'zer the son of Zichri 
was chief officer ; for the Simeonites, 
Shephati'ah the son of Ma'acah; 17 for 
Levi, Hashabi'ah the son of Kemu'el; 
for Aaron, Zadok; 38 for Judah, Eli'hu, 
one of David’s brothers; for Is'sachar, 
Omri the son of Michael; 39 for Zeb'u- 
lun, Ishma'iah the son of Obadi'ah; for 
Naph'tali, Jer'emoth the son of Az'ri-el; 
20 for the E'phraimites, Hoshe'a the son 
of Azazi'ah; for the half-tribe of Ma¬ 
nas's eh, Jo'el the son of Peda'iah; 21 for 
the half-tribe of Manas'seh in Gilead, 
Iddo the son of Zechari'ah; for Ben¬ 
jamin, Ja-a'si-el the son of Abner; 22 for 
Dan, Az'arel the son of Jero'ham. These 
were the leaders of the tribes of Israel. 
23 David did not number those below 
twenty years of age, for the Lord had 
promised to make Israel as many as the 
stars of heaven. 24 Jo'ab the son of 
Zeru'iah began to number, but did not 
finish; yet wrath came upon Israel for 
this, and the number was not entered in 
the chronicles of King David. 

25 Over the king’s treasuries was 

' Gk Vg: Heb was his division 


Az'maveth the son of Ad'i-el; and over 
the treasuries in the country, in the 
cities, in the villages and in the towers, 
was Jonathan the son ot Uzzi 'ah; 26 and 
over those who did the work of the field 
for tilling the soil was Kzri the son ot 
Chelub; 27 and over the vineyards was 
Shim e-i the Ra'mathitc; and over the 
produce of the vineyards for the wine 
cellars w r as Zabdi the Shiphtnite. 
28 Over the olive and sycamore trees in 
the Shephe'lah was Ba al-ha nan the 
Gedc 'rite; and over the stores of oil was 
Jo'ash. 2Q Over the herds that pastured 
in Sharon was Shitrai the Nharonite; 
over the herds in the valleys was 
Shaphat the son of Adlai. 30 Over the 
camels was Obil the Ishmaehte; and 
over the she-3sscs was jehde'iah the 
Meronothite. Over the flocks was 
Jaziz the Hagrite. -'‘All these were 
stewards of K»ng David’s property. 

32 Jonathan, David’s unde, was a 
counsellor, being a man of understand¬ 
ing and a scribe: he and Jehiel the son 
of Hach’moni attended the king's sons. 
33 Ahith'ophcl was the king’s counsellor, 
and Hushai the Archite was the king’s 
friend. -^Ahith'ophel was succeeded by 
Jehoi 'ada the son of Benai 'ah, and Ahi'- 
athar. Jo'ab was commander of the 
king’s army. 

David assembled at Jerusalem 
all the officials of Israel, the 
officials of the tribes, the officers of the 
divisions that served the king, the 
commanders of thousands, the com¬ 
manders of huudreds, the stewards of 
all the property and cattle of the king 
and his sons, together with the palace 
officials, the mighty men, and all the 
seasoned warriors. 2 Then King David 
rose to his feet and said: “Hear me, 
my brethren and my people. I had it 
in my heart to build a house of rest for 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and 
for the footstool of our God; and I made 
preparations for building. 3 But God 
said to me, ‘You may not build a house 
for my name, for you are a warrior and 
have shed blood.* 4 Yet the Lord God 
of Israel chose me from all my father’s 
house to be king over Israel for ever; for 
he chose Judah as leader, and in the 
house of Judah my father’s house, and 
among my father’s sons he took pleasure 
in me to make me king over all Israel. 

5 And of all my sons (for the Lord has 



David's talk to the people 377 I CHRONICLES 2$ 

given me many sons) he has chosen fined gold, and irs weight; also his plan 


Solomon my son to sit upon the throne 
of rhe kingdom of the Lord over Israel. 
6 He said to me, ‘It is Solomon your son 
who shall build my house and my 
courts, for I have chosen him to be my 
son, and I will be his father. 7 I will 
establish his kingdom for ever if he con¬ 
tinues resolute in keeping my com¬ 
mandments and my ordinances, as he is 
today.’ 8 Now therefore in the sight of 
all Israel, the assembly of the Lord, 
and in the hearing of our God, observe 
and seek out all the commandments of 
the Lord your God; that you may pos¬ 
sess this good land, and leave it for an 
inheritance to your children after you 
lor ever. 

9 "‘And you, Solomon my son, know 
the God of your lather, and serve him 
with n whole heart and with a willing 
mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, 
and understands every plan and thought. 
If you seek Lm, he will be found by 
you; but if you forsake him. he will cast 
you oil for ever. 10 Take heed now, for 
the Lord has chosen you to build a 
house ior the sanctuary; be strong, and 
do it.” 

11 Then David gave Solomon his son 
the plan of the vestibule of the temple, 
and of us houses, its treasuries, its upper 
rooms, and its inner chambers, and of 
the room for the mercy seat: 12 and the 
plan of all that he had in •rund tor the 
courts of the house of the Lord, all the 
surrounding chambers, the treasuries of 
the house of God, and the treasuries for 
dedicated gifts; l - lot the divisions of 
the priests and of the Levites, and all 
the work of the service in the house of 
the Lord; for all the vessels for the 
service in the house of the Lord, 14 the 
weight of gold for all golden vessels for 
each service, the weight of silver vessels 
for each service, 15 the weight of the 
golden lampstands and their lamps, the 
weight of gold for each lampstand and 
its lamps, the weight of silver for a 
lampstand and its lamps, according to 
the use of each lampstand in the service, 
l( ' the weight of gold for each table for 
the showbread, the silver for the silver 
tables, ,7 and pure gold tor the forks, the 
basins, and the cups; for the golden 
bowls and the weight of each; for the 
silver bowls and the weight of each; 
18 for the altar of incense made of re- 

Cn: Heb upon mt 


for the golden chariot of the cherubim 
that spread their wings and covered the 
ark of the covenant of the Lord. l g All 
this he made clear by the writing from 
the hand of the Lord concerning it,* 
all the work to be done according to the 
plan. 

20 Then David said to Solomon his 
son, ‘‘Be strong and of good courage, 
and do it. Fear not, be not dismayed; 
lor the Lord God, even my God, is 
with you. He will not tail you or for¬ 
sake you, until all the work for the 
service of the house of the Lord is 
finished. 21 And behold the divisions of 
rhe priests and the Levites for all the 
service of the bouse of God; and vmh 
you in all the work will be every willing 
man who has skill for any kind of serv¬ 
ice; also the officers and all the people 
will be wholly at your command.” 

And David the king said to all 
the assembly, “Solomon my son, 
whom alone God has chosen, is young 
and inexperienced, and the work is 
great; for the palace will not be for man 
but lor the Lord God. 2 So I have pro¬ 
vided for the house of my God, so far as 
I was able, the gold for the things of 
gold, the silver for the things of silver, 
and the bronze for the things of bronze, 
the iron for the things of iron, and wood 
for the things oi wood, besides great 
quantities of onyx and stones for setting, 
antimony, coloured stones, all sorts of 
precious stones, and marble, More¬ 
over, in addition to all that I have pro¬ 
vided for the holy house, I have a 
treasure of my own of gold and silver, 
and because of my devotion to the house 
of my God I give it to the house of my 
God: 4 three thousand talents of gold, 
of the gold of Ophir, and seven thou¬ 
sand talents of refined silver, for over¬ 
laying the walls of the house, 5 and for 
all the work to be done by craftsmen, 
gold for ihc things of gold and silver for 
the things of silver. Who then will offer 
willingly, consecrating himself today to 
the Lord?” 

b Then the heads of fathers’ houses 
made their freewill offerings, as did also 
the leaders of the tribes, the com¬ 
manders of thousands and of hundreds, 
and the officers over the king’s work. 
7 They gave for the s<. rvice of the house 
of God five thousand talents and ten 
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thousand darics of gold, ten thousand 
talents of silver, eighteen thousand 
talents of bronze, and a hundred thou¬ 
sand talents of iron. 3 And whoever had 
precious stones gave them to the 
treasury of the house of the Lord, in the 
care ofjehi’el the Gershonite. 9 Then 
the people rejoiced because these had 
given willingly, for with a whole heart 
they had offered freely to the Lord; 
David the king also rejoiced greatly. 

10 Therefore David blessed the 
Lord in the presence of all the assem¬ 
bly; and David said: “Blessed art thou, 
O Lord, the God of Israel our father, 
for ever and ever. 11 Thine, O Lord, is 
the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty; 
for all that is in the heavens and in the 
earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O' 
Lord, and thou art exalted as head 
above all. 12 Both riches and honoui 
come from thee, and thou rulest over 
all. In thy hand are power and might; 
and in thy hand it is to make great and 
to give strength to all. 13 And now we 
thank thee, our Gcd, and praise chy 
glorious name. 

.14 “But who am I, and what is my 
people, that we should be able thus to 
offer willingly? For all things come from 
thee, and of thy own have we given 
thee. 15 For we are strangers before thee, 
and sojourners, as all our fathers were; 
our days on the earth are Like a shadow, 
and there is no abiding.’ ^ O Lord our 
God, all this abundance that we have 
provided for building thee a house for 
thy holy name comes from thy hand and 
is all thy own. i 7 I know, my God, that 
thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure 
in uprightness; in the uprightness of my 
heart I have freely offered all these 
things, and now I have seen thy people, 
who are present here, offering freely and 
joyously to thee. ff* O Lord, the God ofi 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, 
keep for ever such purposes and 
thoughts in the hearts of thy people, 
and direct their hearts toward thee. 
19 Grant to Solomon my son that with a 
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whole heart he may keep thy command¬ 
ments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, 
performing all, and that he may build 
the palace for which I have made pro¬ 
vision.” 

20 Then David said to all the as¬ 
sembly, “Bless the Lord your God.’ 8 
And all the assembly blessed the Lord, 
the God of their fathers, and bowed 
their heads, and worshipped the Lord, 
and did obeisance to the king. 21 And 
they performed sacrifices to the Lord, 
and on the next day offered burnt of¬ 
ferings to the Lord, a thousand bulls, a 
thousand rams, and a thousand lambs, 
with their drink offerings, and sacri¬ 
fices in abundance for all Israel; 22 and 
they ate and. drank before the Lord on 
that day with great gladness. 

And they made Solomon the son of 
David king the second time, and they 
anointed ium as prince for the Lord, 
and Zadok as priest. Then Solomon 
sat on the throne of the Lord as king 
instead of David his father; and he 
prospered, and all Israel obeyed him. 
24 AU the leaders and the mighty men, 
and also all the sons of King David, 
pledged their allegiance to King Solo¬ 
mon. 25 And the Lord gave Solomon 
great repute in the sight of all Israel, and 
bestowed upon him such royal majesty 
as had not been on any king before him 
in Israel. 

26 Thus David the son of Jesse 
reigned over all Israel. 27 The time that 
he reigned over Israel was forty years; 
he reigned seven years in Hebron, and. 
thirty-three years in Jerusalem. Then 
he died in a good old age, full of days, 
riches, and honour; and Solomon his 
son reigned in his stead. 29 Now the acts 
of King David, from first to last, are 
written in the Chronicles of Samuel the 
seer, and in the Chronicles of Nathan 
the prophet, and in the Chronicles of 
Gad the seer, 30 with accounts of all his 
rule and his might and of the circum¬ 
stances that came upon him and upon 
Israel, and upon all the kingdoms of the 
countries. 
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1 Solomon the son of David estnb- who were before you, and none after 
fished himself in his kingdom, and you shall have the like.’' 13 So Solomon 
the Lord his God was with him and came from u the high place at Gibeon, 
made him exceedingly great. from before the tent of meeting, to 

2 Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the Jerusalem. And he reigned over Israel, 
commanders of thousands and of hun- 14 Solomon gathered together char- 
dreds, to the judges, and to all the tots and horsemen; he had fourteen 
leaders in all Israel, the heads of fathers* hundred chariots and twelve thousand 
houses. 3 And Solomon, and all the as- horsemen, whom he stationed in the 
sembly with him, went to the high place chariot cities and with the king in Jeru- 
that was at Gibeon; for the tent of meet- salem. 15 And the king made silver and 
mg of God, which Moses the servant of gold as common in Jerusalem as stone, 
die Lord had made in the wilderness, and he made cedar as plentiful as the 
was there. 4 (But David had brought up sycamore of the Shephe'lah. 16 And 
the ark of God from Kir'iath-je'arim to Solomon’s import of horses was from 
the place that David had prepared for Egypt and Ku'e, and the lung's traders 
ii, for he had pitched a tent for it in received them from Ku'e for a price. 
Jerusalem.') 5 Moreover the bronze altar 17 They imported a chariot from Egypt 
that Bcz'alel the son of Uri, son of Hur, for six hundred shekels of silver, and a 
had made, was there before the taber- horse for a hundred and fifty; likewise 
naJe of the Lord. And Solomon and through them these were exported to 
the assembly sought the Lord. ( 'And all the kings of the Hittites and the kings 
S domon went up there to the bronze of Syria. 

altar before the Lord, which was at the Now Solomon purposed to build 

tent of meeting, and otiered a thousand a temple for the name of the Lord, 
burnt offerings upon it. and a royal palace for himself. 2c And 

7 In that night Gou appeared to Solomon assigned seventy thousand 
Solomon, and said to him, “Ask what I men to bear burdens and eighty thou- 
shall give you.” s A.nd Soiomon said to sand to quarry’ in the hill country, and 
God, “Thou hast shewn great and three thousand six hundred to oversee 
steadfast love to David my father, and them. 3 And Solomon sent word to 
hast made me king in his stead. 9 G Huram the king of Tyre: “As you dealt 
Lord God, let thy promise to David with David my father and sent him 
my father be now fulfilled, for thou hast cedar to build himself a house to dwell 
made me king over a people as many as in, so deal with me. 4 Behold, I am 
the dust of the earth. 10 Give me now about to build a house for the name of 
wisdom and knowledge to go out and the Lord my God and dedicate it to 
come in before this people, for who can him for the burning of incense of sweet 
rule this thy people, that is so great?” spices before him, and for the continual 
11 God answered Solomon, “Because offering of the showbread, and for burnt 
this was in your heart, and you have not offerings morning and evening, on the 
asked possessions, wealth, honour, or the sabbaths and the new moons and the 
life of those who hate you, and have not appointed feasts of the Lord out God, 
even asked long life, but have asked as ordained for ever for Israel. 5 The 
wisdom and knowledge for yourself that house which I am to build will be great, 
vou may rule my people over whom I for our God is greater than all gods, 
have made you king, 12 wisdom and 6 But who is able to build him a house, 
knowledge are granted to you. I will since heaven, even highest heaven, can- 
also give you riches, possessions, and not contain him? Who am I to build a 
honour, such as none of the kings had house for him, except as a place to burn 

0 Crfc Vg: Hcb to b Ch 1.18 in Heb c Ch 2.1 in Heb 1.3-13: 1 King* 3.4-15. 
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2 CHRONICLES 2 
incense before him? 7 So now send me a 
man skilled to work in gold, silver, 
bronze, and iron, and in purple, crim¬ 
son, and blue fabrics, trained also in. 
engraving, to be with the skilled workers 
who are with me in Judah and Jeru¬ 
salem, whom David my father pro¬ 
vided. 8 Send me also cedar, cypress, 
and algum timber from Lebanon, for I 
know that your servants know how ,to 
cut timber in Lebanon. And my serv¬ 
ants will be with your servants, g to 
prepare timber for me in abundance, for 
the house I am to build will be great and 
wonderful. 10 I will give for your serv¬ 
ants, the hewers who cut timber, twenty 
thousand cors of crushed wheat, twenty 
thousand cors of barley, twenty thou¬ 
sand baths of wine, and twenty thou¬ 
sand baths of oil.” 

11 Then Huram the king of Tyre an¬ 
swered in a letter which he sent to Solo¬ 
mon, “Because the Lord loves his peo¬ 
ple he has made you king over them.” 
12 Huram also said, “Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel, who made heaven 
and earth, who has given King David a 
wise son, endued with discretion and 
understanding, who will build a temple 
for the Lord, and a royal palace for 
himself. 

13 “Now I have sent a skilled man, en¬ 
dued with understanding, Huram-abi, 
14 the son of a woman of the daughters 
of Dan, and his father was a man of 
Tyre. He is trained to work in gold, 
silver, bronze, iron, stone, and wood, 
and in purple, blue, and crimson 
fabrics and fine linen, and to do all sons 
of engraving and execute any design 
that may be assigned him, with your 
craftsmen, the craftsmen of my lord, 
David your father. 15 Now therefore the 
wheat and barley, oil and wine, of which 
my lord has spoken, Jet him send to his 
servants; 16 and we will cut whatever 
timber you need from Lebanon, and 
bring it to you in rafts by sea to Joppa, 
so that you may take it up to Jeru¬ 
salem.” 

17 Then Solomon took a census of all 
the aliens who were in the land of Israel, 
after the census of them which David 
his father had taken; and there were 
found a hundred and fifty-three thou¬ 
sand six hundred. 18 Seventy thousand 


Building the house of God 
of them he assigned to bear burdens, 
eighty thousand to quarry in the hill 
country, and three thousand six hun¬ 
dred as overseers to make the people 
work. 

3 Then Solomon began to build the 
house of the Lord in Jerusalem on 
Mount Mori'ah, where the Lord had 
appeared to David his father, at the 
place that David had appointed, on the 
threshing floor of Oman the Jeb'usite. 
2 He began to build in the second month 
of the fourth year of his reign. 3 These 
are Solomon’s measurements^ lor 
building the house of God: the length, 
in cubits of the old standard, was sixty 
cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits. 
4 The vestibule in front of the nave of 
the house was twenty cubits long, equal 
to the width of the house;* and its 
height was a hundred and twenty cubits. 
He overlaid it on the inside with pure 
gold. 5 The nave he Lined with cypress, 
and covered it with fine gold, and made 
palms and chains on it. <> He adorned 
the house with settings of precious 
stones. The gold was gold of Farva'im. 
7 So he lined the house with gold—its 
beams, its thresholds, its walls, and its 
doors; and he carved cherubim on the 
walls. 

8 And he made the most holy place; 
its length, corresponding to the breadth 
of the house, was twenty cubits, and its 
breadth was twenty cubits; he overlaid 
it with six hundred talents of fine gold. 
9 The weight of the nails was one 
shekel^ to fifty shekels of gold. And he 
overlaid the upper chambers with 
gold. 

10 In the most holy place he made 
two cherubim of wood? and overlaid* 
them with gold. »The wings of the 
cherubim together extended twenty 
cubits: one wing of the one, of five 
cubits, touched the wall of the house, 
and its other wing, of five cubits, 
touched the wing of the other cherub; 
12 and of this cherub, one wing, of five 
cubits, touched the wall of the house, 
and the other wing, also of five cubits, 
was joined to the wing of the first 
cherub. 13 The wings of these cherubim 
extended twenty cubits; the cherubim* 
stood on their feet, facing the nave. 
14 And he made the veil of blue and 
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E urplc and crimson fabrics and fine the two networks to cover the two 
nen, and worked cherubim on it. bowls of the capitals that were on the 

15 In front of the house he made two top of the pillars; 13 and the four huo- 
paliars thirty-five cubits high, with a dred pomegranates for the two ncr- 
capital of five cubits on the top of each, works, two rows of pomegranates for 
10 He made chains like a necklace* and each network, to cover the two bowls 

E ut them on the tops of the pillars; and of the capitals that were upon the 
e made a hundred pomegranates, and pillars. 14 He made the stands also, and 
put them on the chains. 12 He set up the lavers upon the stands, 15 and the 
the pillars in front of the temple, one on one sea, and the twelve oxen under- 
the south, the other on the north; that p.eath it. 10 The pots, the shovels, the 
on the south he called Jachin, and that forks, and all the equipment for these 
on the north Bo'az. Huram-abi made of burnished bronze 

4 He made an altar of bronze, for King Solomon for the house of the. 

twenty cubits long, and twenty Lord. 1 > In the plain of the Jordan the 
a.i pi vs wide, and ten cubits high. 2 Then king cast them, in the day ground be- 
he made the molten sea; it was round, tween Succoth and Zur'cdah. 18 Solo- 
ten cubits from brim to brim, and five mon made all these things in great 
cubits high, and a line of thirty cubits quantities, so that the weight of the 
measured its circumference. J Under ir bronze was not ascertained, 
were figures of gourds/ for thirty* 19 So Solomon made all the things 
cubits, compassing the sea round about; that were in the house of God; the 
the gourds* were in two rows, casi with golden altar, the tables for the bread of 
it when it was cast. 4 It stood upon the Presence, 20 the lamps lands and 
twelve oxen, three facing north, three their lamps of pure gold to burn before 
facing west, three facing south, and the inner sanctuary, as prescribed; 
three facing east; the sea was set upon 21 the flowers, the lamps, and the tongs, 
them, and all their hinder parts were of purest gold; 22 the snuffers, basins, 
inward. 5 Its thickness was a hand- dishes for incense, and firepans, of pure 
breadth; and its brim was made like the gold; and the sockets™ of the temple, 
brim ot a cup, like the flower of a hW; it for the inner doors to the most holy 
held over three thousand baths. 6 He place and for the doors of the nave of the 
also made ten lavers in which to wash, temple were of gold, 
and set five on the south side, and five £ Thus all the work that Solomon 
on the north side. In these they were to did for the house of the Lord was 
rinse oft what was used for the burnt finished. And Solomon brought in the 
offering, and the sea was for the priests things which David his father had 
to wash in. dedicated, and stored the silver, the 

7 And he made ten golden lamp- gold, and all the vessels in rite treasuries 
stands as prescribed, and set them in the of the house of God. 
temple, five on the south side and five 2 Then Solomon assembled the 
on the north. 8 He also made ten tables, elders of Israel and all the heads of the 
and placed them in the temple, five on tribes, the leaders of the fathers’ houses 
the south side and five on the north, of rite people of Israel, in Jerusalem, 
And he made a hundred basins of gold, to bring up the ark of the covenant of 
9 He made the court of the priests, and the Lord out of the city of David, which 
the great court, and doors for the court, is Zion. 3 And all the men of Israel as- 
and overlaid their doors with bronze; sembled before the king at the feast 
10 and he set the sea at the southeast which is in the seventh month. 4 And 
comer of the house. all the elders of Israel came, and the 

11 Huram also made the pots, the Levites took up the ark. 5 And they 
shovels, and the basins. So Huram brought up the ark, the tent of meeting, 
finished the work that he did for King and all the holy vessels that were in the 
Solomon on the house of God: 12 the tent; the priests and the Levites brought 
two pillars, the bowls, and the two them up. ^And King Solomon and all 
capitals on the top of the pillars; and the congregation of Israel, who had as- 

* Cn: Heb in the inner sanctuary * 1 King* 7.24: Heb oxen * Compare verse 2: Heb un 
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sembled before him, were before the 
ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen 
that they could not be counted or num¬ 
bered. 7 So the priests brought the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord to its place, 
in the inner sanctuary of the house, in 
the most holy place, underneath the 
wings of the cherubim. s For the cheru¬ 
bim spread out their wings over the 
place of the ark, so that the cherubim 
made a covering above the ark and its 
poles. 9 And the poles were so long that 
the ends of the poles were seen from the 
holy place before the inner sanctuary; 
but they could not be seen from out¬ 
side; and they are there to this day. 
10 There was nothing in the ark except 
the two tables* which Moses put there at 
Horeb, where the Lord made a cove¬ 
nant with the people of Israel, when 
they came out of Egypt. 11 New when 
the priests came our of the holy place 
(for all the priests who were present had 
sanctified themselves, without regard to 
their divisions; 3 - and all the Levitical 
singers, Asaph, Heman, and Jedu'thun, 
their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine 
linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, 
stood east of the altar with a hundred 
and twentv priests who were trum¬ 
peters; 13 and it was the duty of the 
trumpeters and singers to make them¬ 
selves heard in unison in praise and 
thanksgiving to the Lord), and when 
the song was raised, with trumpets and 
cymbals and other musical instruments, 
in praise to the Lord, 

“For he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever,” 

the house, the house of the Lord, was 
filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests 
could not stand to minister because of 
the cloud; for the glory of the Lord 
filled the house of God. 

Then Solomon said, 

“The Lord has said that he would 
dwell in thick darkness. 

2 1 have built thee an exalted house, 

a place for thee to dwell in for 
ever/* 

3 Then the king faced about, and 
blessed all the assembly of Israel, while 
all the assembly of Israel stood. 4 And 
he said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God 
of Israel, who with his hand has ful¬ 
filled what he promised with his mouth 
to David my father, saying, 5 ‘Since the 

&t3-t4i 1 King* 8.10-11. 0.1-39; 1 Kings 8.12-50 


day that I brought my people out of the 
land of Egypt, I chose no city in all the 
tribes of Israel in which to build a 
house, that my name might be there, 
and 1 chose no man as prince over my 
people Israel; 6 but I have chosen Jeru¬ 
salem that my name may be there and I 
have chosen David to be over my people 
Israel.’ 7 Now it was in the heart of 
David my father to build a house for the 
name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 
8 But the Lord said to David my father, 
‘Whereas it was in your heart to build a 
house for my name, you did well that it 
was in your heart; 9 nevertheless you 
shall not build the house, but your son 
who shall be born to you shall build the 
house for my name/ 10 Now the Lord 
has fulfilled his promise which he made; 
for I have risen in the place of David 
my father, and sit on the throne of 
Israel, as the Lord promised, and l 
have built the house for the name of the 
Lord, the God of Israel. 31 And there I 
have set the ark, in which is the cove¬ 
nant of the Lord which he made with 
the people of Israel/' 

.12 Then Solomon stood before the 
altar of the Lord in the presence of all 
the assembly of Israel, and spread forth 
his hands. 13 Solomon had made a 
bronze platform five cubits long, five 
cubits wide, and three cubits high, and 
had set it in the court; and he stood 
upon it. Then he knelt upon his knees 
in the presence of all the assembly of 
Israel, and spread forth his hands 
toward heaven; 14 and said, “O Lord, 
God of Israel, there is no God like thee, 
in heaven or on earth, keeping covenant 
and showing steadfast love to thy serv¬ 
ants who walk before thee with all their 
heart; 15 w ho hast kept with thy servant 
David my father what thou didst de¬ 
clare to him; yea, thou didst speak with 
thy mouth, and with thy hand hast ful¬ 
filled it this day. 16 Now therefore, O 
Lord, God of Israel, keep with thy 
servant David my father what thou hast 
promised him, saying, ‘There shall 
never fail you a man before me to sit 
upon the throne of Israel, if only your 
sons take heed to their way, to walk in 
my law as you have walked before me/ 
37 Now therefore, O Lord, God of 
Israel, let thy word be confirmed, which 
thou hast spoken to thy servant David. 

18 “But will God dwell indeed with 
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man on the earth? Behold, heaven and 
the highest heaven cannot contain thee; 
how much less this house which I have 
built! l< * Yet have regard to the prayer 
oi thy servant and to his supplication, O 
Lord my God, hearkening to the cry 
and to the prayer which thy servant 
prays before thee; that thy eyes may 
be open day and night toward this 
house, the place where thou hast prom¬ 
ised to set thy name, that thou mavest 
hearken to the prayer which thy servant 
offers toward this place. 21 And hearken 
thou to the supplications of thy servant 
and of thy people Israel, when they pray 
toward this place; yea, hear thou from 
heaven thy dwelling place; and when 
thou hcarest, forgive. 

22 “If a man sins against his neigh¬ 
bour and is made to take an oath, and 
comes and swears his oath before thy 
altar in this house, 23 then hear thou 
from heaven, and act, and judge thy 
servants, requiting the guilty by bringing 
his conduct upon his own head, and 
vindicating the righteous by rewarding 
him according to his righteousness. 

24 “If thy people Israel are defeated 
before the enemy because they have 
sinned against thee, when they turn 
again and acknowledge thy name, and 
pray and make supplication to thee in 
this house, 23 then hear thou from 
heaven, and forgive the sin of thy 
people Israel, and bring them again to 
the land which thou gavest to them and 
to their fathers. 

26 “When heaven is shut up and 
there is no rain because they have 
sinned against thee, if they pray toward 
this place, and acknowledge thy name, 
and turn from their sin, when thou dost 
afflict them, 27 then hear thou in heaven, 
and forgive the sin of thy servants, thy 
people Israel, when thou dost teach 
them the good way n in which they 
should walk; and grant rain upon thy 
land, which thou hast given to thy 
people as an inheritance. 

28 “If there is famine in the land, if 
there is pestilence or blight or mildew 
or locust or caterpillar; if their enemies 
besiege them in any of their cities; 
whatever plague, whatever sickness 
there is; whatever prayer, whatever 
supplication is made by any man or by 
all thy people Israel, each knowing his 
own affliction, and his own sorrow and 

* Gk Syr Vg; Heb toward th* good way 


stretching out his hands toward this 
house; 30 then hear thou from heaven 
thy dwelling place, and forgive, and 
render to each whose heart thou know- 
est, according to all his ways (for thou, 
thou only, knowest the hearts of the 
children of men); 31 that they may fear 
thee and walk in thy ways all the days 
that they live in the land which thou 
gavest to our fathers. 

32 “Likewise when a foreigner, who 
is not of thy people Israel, comes from 
a far country for the sake of thy great 
name, and thy mighty hand, and thy 
outstretched arm, when he comes and 
prays toward this house, 33 hear thou 
from heaven thy dwelling place, and 
do according to all for which the for¬ 
eigner calls to thee; in order that all the 
peoples of the earth may know thy name 
and fear thee, as do thy people Israel, 
and that they may know that this house 
which I have built is called by thy 
name. 

34 “If thy people go out to battle 
against their enemies, by whatever way 
thou shaft send them, and they pray to 
thee toward this city which thou hast 
chosen and the house which I have 
built for thy name, 35 then hear thou 
from heaven their prayer and their 
supplication, and maintain their 
cause. 

36 “If they sin against thee—for there 
is no man who does not sin—and thou 
art angry with them, and dost give them 
to an enemy, so that they are carried 
away captive to a land far or near; 37 yet 
if they lay it to heart in the land to which 
they have been carried captive, and re¬ 
pent, and make supplication to thee in 
the land of their captivity, saying, ‘We 
have sinned, and have acted perversely 
and wickedly*; 38 if they repent with all 
their mind and with all their heart in 
the land of their captivity, to which they 
were carried captive, and pray toward 
their land, which thou gavest to their 
fathers, the city which thou hast 
chosen, and the house which I have 
built for thy name, 39 then hear thou 
from heaven thy dwelling place their 
prayer and their supplications, and 
maintain their cause and forgive thy 
people who have sinned against thee. 
3° Now, O my God, let thy eyes be open 
and thy ears attentive to a prayer of this 
place. 
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41 “And now arise, O Lord God, and go 

to thy resting place, 
thou and the ark of thy might. 

Let thy priests, O Lord God, be 
clothed with salvation, 
and let thy saints rejoice in thy 
goodness. 

42 O Lord God, do not turn away the 
face of thy anointed one! 

Remember thy steadfast love for 
David thy servant.” 

When Solomon had ended his 
prayer, fire came down from heaven 
and consumed the burnt offering and 
the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the temple. 2 And the priests could 
not enter the house of the Lord, be¬ 
cause the glory of the Lord filled the 
Lord’s house. 3 When all the children 
of Israel saw the fire come down and the 
glory of the Lord upon the temple, they 
bowed down with their faces to the 
earth on the pavement, and worshipped 
and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, 
“For he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever.** 

4 Then the king and all the people 
offered sacrifice before the Lord. 

5 King Solomon offered as a sacrifice 
twenty-two thousand oxen and a hun¬ 
dred and twenty thousand sheep. So 
the king and all the people dedicated the 
house of God. 6 The priests stood at 
their posts; the Levites also, with the 
instruments for music to the Lord 
which King David had made for giving 
thanks to the Lord— for his steadfast 
love endures for ever—whenever David 
offered praises by their ministry; op¬ 
posite them the priests sounded trum¬ 
pets; and all Israel stood. 

7 And Solomon consecrated the 
middle of the court that was before the 
house of the Lord; for there he offered 
the burnt offering and the fat of the 
peace offerings, because the bronze 
altar Solomon had made could not hold 
the burnt offering and the cereal offer¬ 
ing and the fat. 

8 At that time Solomon held the feast 
for seven days, and all Israel with him, a 
very great congregation, from the en¬ 
trance of Hamath to the Brook of 
Egypt. 9 And on the eighth day they held 
a solemn assembly; For they had kept 
the dedication of the altar seven days 


and the feast seven days. 19 On the 
twenty-third day of the seventh month 
he sent the people away to their homes, 
joyful and glad of heart for the goodness 
that the Lord had shown to David and 
to Solomon and to Israel his people. 

11 Thus Solomon finished the house 
of the Lord and the king’s house ; all 
that Solomon had planned to do in the 
house of the Lord and in his own house 
he successfully accomplished. 12 Then 
the Lord appeared to Solomon in the 
night and said to him: “1 have heard 
your prayer, and have chosen this place 
for myself as a house of sacrifice. 
13 When I shut up the heavens so that 
there is no rain, or command the locust 
to devour the land, or send pestilence 
among my people, 14 if my people who 
are called by my name humble them¬ 
selves, and pray and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land. 15 Now my eyes 
will be open and my cars attentive to the 
prayer that is made in this place. 16 For 
now I have chosen and consecrated this 
house that my name may be there for 
ever; my eyes and my heart will be 
there for all time. ^And as for you, if 
you walk before me, as David your 
father walked, doing according to all 
that I have commanded you and keep¬ 
ing my statutes and my ordinances, 
18 then I will establish your royal 
throne, as I covenanted with David your 
father, saying, ‘There shall not fail you 
a man to rule Israel.* 

19 “But if you° turn aside and forsake 
my statutes and my commandments 
which I have set before you, and go and 
serve other gods and worship them, 
20 then I will pluck you? up from the 
land which I have given you;* and this 
house, which I have consecrated for my 
name, I will cast out of my sight, and 
will make it a proverb and a byword 
among all peoples. 2iAnd at this house, 
which is exalted, every one pass¬ 
ing by will be astonished, and say, 
‘Why has the Lord done thus to this 
land and to this house?* 22 Then they 
will say, ‘Because they forsook the 
Lord the God of their fathers who 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and laid hold on other gods, and wor¬ 
shipped them and served them; there- 


° The word you it plural here P Heb them 
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fore he has brought all this evil upon priests as the duty of each day required, 
them.’ *' and the gatekeepers in their divisions 

8 At the end of twenty years, in for the several gates; for so David the 
which Solomon had built the house man of God had commanded, 15 And 
of the Lord and his own house, 2 Solo- they did not turn aside from what the 
mon rebuilt the cities which Huram had king had commanded the priests and 
given to him, and settled the people of Levites concerning any matter and con- 
Israel in them. cerning the treasuries. 

3 And Solomon went to Ha'math- 16 Thus was accomplished all the 
zo'bah, and took it. 4 He built Tadmor work of Solomon from'/ the day the 
in the wilderness and all the store- foundation of the house of the I, ord was 
cities which he built in Hamath. 5 He laid until it was finished. So the house 
also built Upper Bcth-horon and of the Lord was completed. 

Lower Beth-horon, fortified cities with 17 Then Solomon went to E'zion- 
wails, gates, and bars, 6 and Ba'alath, ge'ber and Eloth on the shore of the sea, 
and all the store-cities that Solomon in the land of Edom. 1K And Huram sent 
had, and all the cities for his chariots, him by his servants ships and servants 
and the cities for his horsemen, and familiar with the sea, and they went to 
whatever Solomon desired to build in Ophir together with the servants of 
Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the Solomon, and fetched from there four 
land of his dominion. 7 All the people hundred and fjfry talents of gold and 
who were left of the Hittites, the brought it to King Solomon. 

Amorites, the Per izzites, the Hivites, Q Now when the queen of Sheba 
and the Jeb'usites, who were not of Is- heard of the fame of Solomon she 
rael, 8 from their descendants who were came to Jerusalem to test him with hard 
left after them in the land, whom the questions, having a very great retinue 
people of Israel had not destroyed— and camels bearing spices and very 
these Solomon made a forced levy and much gold and precious stones. When 
so they are to this day. y But of the peo- she came to Solomon, she told him all 
pie of Israel Solomon made no slaves that was on her mind. 2 And Solomon 
for his work; they were soldiers, and his answered all her questions; there was 
officers, the commanders of his chariots, nothing hidden from Solomon which he 
and his horsemen. 10 And these were the could not explain to her. 3 And when the 
chief officers of King Solomon, two queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of 
hundred and fifty, who exercised Solomon, the house that he had built, 
authority over the people. 4 the food of his table, the seating of his 

11 Solomon brought Pharaoh's officials, and the attendance of his serv- 

daughter up from the city of David to ants, and their clothing, his cupbearers, 
the house which he had built for her, and their clothing, and his burnt offer- 
for he said, “My wife shall not live in ings which he offered authe house of the 
the house of David king of Israel, for Lord, there was no mere spirit in her. 
the places to which the ark of the Lord 5 And she said to the king, “The 
has come are holy.” report was true which I heard in my 

12 Then Solomon offered up burnt own land of your affairs and of your 
offerings to the Lord upon the altar of wisdom, 6 but I did not believe the 
the Lord which he had built before the reports until I came and my own eyes 
vestibule, 13 as the duty of each day had seen it; and behold, half the great- 
required, offering according to the ness of your wisdom was not told me; 
commandment of Moses for the sab- you surpass the report which I heard, 
baths, the new moons, and the three 7 Happy are your wives !* Happy are 
annual feasts—the feast of unleavened these your servants, who continually 
bread, the feast of weeks, and the least stand before you and hear your wis- 
of tabernacles. l4 According to the dom! 8 Blessed be the Lord your God, 
ordinance of David his father, he ap- who has delighted in you and set you 
pointed the divisions of the priests for on his throne as king for the Lord your 
their service, and the Levites for their God! Because your God loved Israel 
offices of praise and ministry before the and would establish them for ever, he 

0 Gk Syr Vg: Hcb to r Heb their • Gk Compare 1 King* 10.8; Heb a 
8 . 1-181 1 Kings 9.10-28. 8.1-28: 1 Kings 10.1-29. 
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has made you king over them, that you 22 Thus King Solomon excelled all 
may execute justice and righteousness.” the kings of the earth in riches and in 
y Then she gave the king a hundred and wisdom. 23 And all the kings of the earth 
twenty talents of gold, and a very great sought the presence of Solomon to hear 
quantity of spices, and precious stones: his wisdom, which God had put into his 
there were no spices such as those mind. 2 4 Every one of them brought his 
which the queen of Sheba gave to King present, articles of silver and of gold, 
Solomon. garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and 

10 Moreover the servants of Huram mules, so much year by year. 25 And 
and the servants of Solomon, who Solomon had four thousand stalls for 
brought gold from Ophir, brought horses and chariots, and twelve thou- 
algum wood and precious stones. 11 And sand horsemen, W’hom he stationed in 
the king made of the algum wood steps* the chariot cities and with the king in 
for the house of the Lord and for the Jerusalem. 26 And he ruled over all the 
king’s house, lyres also and harps for kings from the Eu-phra'tes to the land 
the singers; there never was seen the of the Philistines, and to the border of 
like of them before in the hind of Judah. Egypt. 27 And the king made silver as 

12 And King Solomon gave to the common in Jerusalem as stone, and 
queen of Sheba all that she desired, cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of 
whatever she asked besides what she the Shephe'lah. 211 And horses were im- 
had brought to the king. So she turned ported for Solomon from Egypt and 
and went back to her own land, with her from all lands. 

servants. 29 Now the rest of the acts of Solo- 

13 Now the weight of gold that came men, from first to last, are they not 
to Solomon in one year was six hundred written in the history' of Nathan the 
and sixty-six talents of gold, 14 besides prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahi'jah 
that which the traders and merchants the Shi ionite, and in the visions of Iddo 
brought; and all the kings of Arabia and the seer concerning Jerobo'am the son 
the governors of the land brought gold of Nebat? 30 Solomon reigned in Jeru- 
and silver to Solomon. 15 King Solomon salcm over all Israel forty years. 31 And 
made two hundred large shields of Solomon slept with his fathers, and was 
beaten gold; six hundred shekels of buried in the city of David his father; 
beaten gold went into each shield. 16 And and Rehobo'am his son reigned in his 
he made three hundred shields of stead. 

beaten gold; three hundred shekels of 1A Rehobo'am went to Shechem, 
gold went into each shield; and the king AU 1 for all Israel had come to She- 
put them in the House of the Forest of chem to make him king. 2 And when 
Lebanon. 17 The king also made a great Jerobo'am the son of Nebat heard of it 
ivory throne, and overlaid it with pure (for he was in Egypt, whither he had 
gold. *8The throne had six steps and a fled from King Solomon), then Jerobo'- 
footstool of gold, which were attached am returned from Egypt. 3 And they 
to the throne, and on each side of the sent and called him; and Jerobo'am and 
seat were arm rests and two lions stand- all Israel came and said to Rehobo'am, 
ing beside the arm rests, while 4 “Your father made our yoke heavy, 
twelve lions stood there, one on each Now therefore lighten the hard service 
end of a step on*the six steps. The like of of your father and his heavy yoke 
it was never made in any kingdom. 20 A11 upon us, and we will serve you.” 5 He 
King Solomon’s drinking vessels were said to them, “Come to me again 
of gold, and all the vessels of the House in three days.” So the people went 
of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure away. 

gold; silver was not considered as any- 6 Then King Rehobo'am took coun- 
thing in the days of Solomon. 21 For the sel with the old men, who had stood be- 
king’s ships went to Tarshish with the fore Solomon his father while he was 
servants of Huram; once every three yet alive, saying, “How do you advise 
years the ships of Tarshish used to me to answer tms people?” 7 And they 
come bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, said to him, “If you will be kind to this 
and peacocks.* people and please them, and speak good 

* Gk Vg: The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain * Or baboons 
•«30-31« 1 Kings 11.42-48. 10.1-l(h 1 Kings 12.1-19. 



Israel's revolt 
words to them, then they will be your 
servants for ever.” 8 But he forsook the 
counsel which the old men gave him, 
and took counsel with the young men 
who had grown up with him and stood 
before liim. 9 And he said to them, 
“What do you advise that we answer 
this people who have said to me, 
‘Lighten the yoke that your father put 
upon us’?” i0 And the young men who 
had grown up with him said to him, 
‘Thus shall you speak to the people 
who said to you, ‘Your father made our 
yoke heavy, but do you lighten it for 
iss’; thus shall you say to them, ‘My 
little finger is thicker than my father’s 
loins. 11 And now, whereas my father 
laid upon you a heavy' yoke, I will add 
to your yoke. My father chastised you 
with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions.’’ ” 

12 So Jerobo am and all the people 
came to Rehobo'am the third day, as the 
king said, “Come to me again the third 
day.” 13 And the king answered them 
harshly, and forsaking the counsel of 
the old men, 14 King Rehobo'am spoke 
to them according to the counsel of the 
young men, saying, “My father made 
your yoke heavy, but I will add to it; 
my father chastised you with whips, but 
1 will chastise you with scorpions.” 
I 5 So the king did not hearken to the 
eople; for it was a turn of affairs 
rought about by God that the Lord 
might fulfil his word, which he spoke 
by Ahi'jah the Shi'Ionite to Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat. 

16 And when all Israel saw that the 
king did not hearken to them, the people 
answered the king, 

“What portion have we in David? 

We have no inheritance in the son 
of Jesse. 

Each of you to your tents, O Israel! 

Look now to your own house, 

David.” 

So all Israel departed to their tents. 
17 But Rehobo'am reigned over the 
people of Israel who dwelt in the dries 
of Judah. Then King Rehobo'am sent 
Hador'am, who was taskmaster over the 
forced labour, and the people of Israel 
stoned him to death with stones. And 
King Rehobo'am made haste to mount 
his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. 19 So 
Israel has been in rebellion against the 
house of David to this day. 

II.I-4I I Kings 12.22-24. 


2 CHRONICLES 11 

When Rehobo'am came to Jeru¬ 
salem, he assembled the house of 
Judah, and Benjamin, a hundred and 
eighty thousand chosen warriors, to 
fight against Israel, to restore the king¬ 
dom to Rehobo'am. 2 But the word of 
the Lord came to Shemai'ah the man of 
God: 3 “Say to Rehobo'am the son of 
Solomon king of Judah, and to all Israel 
in Judah and Benjamin, 4 ‘Thus says the 
Lord, You shah not go up or fight 
against your brethren. Return every 
man to his home, for this thing is from 
me.’ ” So they hearkened to the word 
of the Lord, and returned and did not 
go against Jerobo'am. 

5 Rehobo'am dwelt in Jerusalem, and 
he built cities for defence in Judah. 

6 He built Bethlehem, Etam, Teko'a, 

7 Beth-zur, Soco, Adullam, 8 Gath, 
Mare'shah, Ziph, 9 Adora im, Lachish, 
Aze'kah, 10 Zorah, Ai'ialon, and He¬ 
bron, fortified dries which are in Judah 
and in Benjamin. He made the 
fortresses strong, and put commanders 
in them, and stores of food, oil, and 
wine. 32 And he put shields and spears 
in all the cities, and made them very 
strong. So he held Judah and Benjamin. 

13 And the priests and the Levites 
that were in all Israel resorted to him 
from all places where they lived. 14 For 
the Levites left their common lands and 
their holdings and came to Judah and 
Jerusalem, because Jerobo'am and his 
sons cast them out from serving as 
priests of the Lord, 15 and he appointed 
his own priests for the high places, and 
for the satyrs, and for the calves which 
he had made. - le And those who had set 
their hearts to seek the Lord God of 
Israel came after them from all the 
tribes of Israel to Jerusalem to sacrifice 
to the Lord, the God of their fathers. 
17 They strengthened the kingdom of 
Judah, and for three years they made 
Rehobo 'am the son of Solomon secure, 
for they walked for three years in the 
way of David and Solomon. 

18 Rehobo 'am took as wife Malialath 
the daughter of Jer'imoth the son of 
David, and of Ab'ihail the daughter of 
Eli'ab the son of Jesse; 19 and she bore 
him sons, Je'ush, Shemari'ah, and 
Zaham. 2Ci After her he took Ma'acah 
the daughter of Ab'salom, who bore him 
Abi'jah, Attai, Ziza, and Shelo'mith. 
21 Rehobo'am loved Ma'acah the daugh- 
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ter of Ab'salom above all his wives and king went into the house of the Lord, 
concubines (he took eighteen wives and the guard came and bore them, and 
sixty concubines, and had twenty-eight brought them back to the guardroom, 
sons and sixty daughters); 22 and Reho- 12 And when he humbled himself the 
bo'am appointed Abi'jah the son of wrath of the Lord turned from him, 
Ma'acah as chief prince among his so as not to make a complete destruc- 
brothers, for he intended to make him tion; moreover, conditions were good in 
king. 23And he dealt wisely, and dis- Judah. 

tributed some of his sons through all 13 So King Rehobo'am established 
the districts of Judah and Beniamin, in himself in Jerusalem and reigned, 
all the fortified cities; and he gave them Rehobo'am was forty-one years old 
abundant provisions, and procured when he began to reign, and he reigned 
waves for them." seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city 

•f When the rule of Rehobo'am which the Lord had chosen out of all 
aa* was established and was strong, the tribes of Israel to put his name 
he forsook the law of the Lord, and all there. His mother’s name was Na'amah 
Israel with him. 2 In the fifth year of the Ammonitess. 14 And he did evil, for 
King Rehobo'am, because they had he did not set his heart to seek the Lord. 
been unfaithful to the Lord, Shishak 15 Now the acts of Rehobo'am, from 
king of Egypt came up against Jeru- first to last, are they not written in th:* 
saiem 3 with twelve hundred chariots chronicles of Shemni'ah the prophet and 
and sixty thousand horsemen. And the of Iddo the seer? v There were continual 
people were without number who came wars between Rehobo'am and Jerobo- 
with him from Egypt—Libyans, Suk'- am. u 'And Rehobo'am slept with his 
ki-im, and Ethiopians. 4 And he took the fathers, and was buried in the city of 
fortified cities of Judah and came as tar David; and Abi'jah his son reigned in 
as Jerusalem. 5 Then Slicmai'ah the his stead. 

prophet came to Rehobo'am and to the -i In the eighteenth year of King 
princes of Judah, who had gathered at A Jerobo'am Abi'jah began io reign 
Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said over Judah. 2 He reigned for three 
to them, “Thus says the Lord, 'You years in Jerusalem. His mother's name 
abandoned me, so I have abandoned was Micai'ah the daughter of Uri el of 
you to the hand of Shishak.’ ” 6 Then Gib e-ah. 

the princes of Israel and the king hum- Now there was war between Abi'jah 
bled themselves and said, “The Lord and jerobo'am. i Abi'jah went out to 
is righteous.” 7 When the Lord saw battle having an array of valiant men of 
that they humbled themselves, the word war, four hundred thousand picked 
of the Lord came to Shemai'ah: “They men; and Jerobo am drew up his line oi 
have humbled themselves; I will not battle against him with eight hundred 
destroy them, but I will grant them thousand picked mighty warriors, 
some deliverance, and my wrath shall 4 Then Abi'jah stood up on Mount 
not be poured out upon Jerusalem by Zemara'im which is in the hill country 
the hand of Shishak. 8 Nevertheless of E'phraim, and said, “Hear me, O 
they shall be servants to him, that they Jerobo'am and all Israeli 5 Ought you 
may know my service and the service of not to know that the Lord God of Israel 
the kingdoms of the countries.” gave the kingship over Israel for ever to 

9 So Shishak king of Egypt came up David and his sons by a covenant of 
against. Jerusalem; he took away the salt? 6 Yet Jerobo'am the son of Nebat, 
treasures of the house of the Lord and a servant of Solomon the son of David, 
the treasures of the king’s house; he rose up and rebelled against his lord; 
took away everything. He also took 7 and certain worthless scoundrels gath- 
away the shields of gold which Solomon ered about him and defied Rehobo'am 
had made; i<>and King Rehobo'am the son of Solomon, when Rehobo'am 
made in their stead shields of bronze, was young and irresolute and could not 
and committed them to the hands of the withstand them. 

officers of the guard, who kept the door 8 “And now you think to withstand 
of the king’s house. ll And as often as the the kingdom of the Lord in the hand 

* Ca: Heb sought a multitude of wives T Heb seer, to enrol oneself 
12.1-101 ] Kings 14.25-31. lll-2i 1 Kings 15.1-2, 7. 
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of the sons of David, because you are a sixteen daughters . 22 The rest of the acts 
great multitude and have with you the of Abi'jah, his ways and his sayings, are 
golden calves which Jerobo'am made written in the story of the prophet Iddo. 
you for gods. 9 Have you not driven out % A y So Abi'jah slept with his fathers, 
the priests of the Lord, the sons of JL*T and they buried him in the city of 
Aaron, and the Levites, and made David; and Asa his son reigned in his 
priests for yourselves like the peoples of stead. In his days the land had rest for 
other lands? Whoever conies to con- ten years. 2 *And Asa did what was good 
secrate himself with a young bull or and right in the eyes of the Lord his 
seven rams becomes a priest of what are God. 3 He took away the foreign altars 
no gods. 1U But as for us, the Lord is our arid the high places, and broke down the 
God, and we have not forsaken him. We pillars and hewed down the Ashe rim, 
have priests ministering to the Lord 4 and commanded Judah to seek the 
who arc sons of Aaron, and Levites for Lord, the God of their fathers, and to 
their service. 11 They offer to the Lord keep the law and the commandment, 
every morning and every evening 5 He also took out of all the cities of 
burnt offerings and incense of sweet Judah the high places and the incense 
spices, set out the showbread on the altars. And the kingdom had rest under 
table of pure gold, and care for the him. 6 He built fortified cities in Judah, 
golden lompstand that its lamps may for the land had rest. He had no war in 
burn every evening; for we keep the those years, for the Lord gave him 
charge of the Lord our God, but you peace. 7 And he said to Judah, “Lei us 
have forsaken him. u Behold, God is build these cities, and surround them 
with us at our head, and his priests with with walls anti towers, gates and bars; 
their battle trumpets to sound the call to the land is still ours, because we have 
battle against, you. O sons of Israel, do sought the Lord out God; we have 
not light against the Lord, the God of sought him, and he has given us peace 
your fathers; for you cannot succeed/’ on every side.” So they built and pros- 
-.3 Jerobo'am had sent an ambush pered. s And Asa had an army of three 
around to come on them from behind; hundred thousand from Judah, armed 
thus his troops w were in front of Judah, with bucklers and spears, and two hun- 
and the ambush was behind them, dred and eighty thousand men from 
u And when Judah looked, behold, the Benjamin, that carried shields and drew 
battle was before and behind them; and bows; all these were mighty men of 
they cried to the Lord, and the priests valour. 

blew the trumpets. 15 Then the men of 9 Zerah the Ethiopian came out 
Judah raised the battle shout. And when against them with an army of a million 
the men of Judah shouted, God de- men and three hundred chariots, and 
feuted Jerobo'am and all Israel before came as far as Mare'shah. lp And Asa 
Abi'jah and Judah. 16 The men of Israel w r ent out to meet him, and they drew up 
fled before Judah, and God gave them their lines of battle in the valley of 
into their hand. 17 Abi'jah and his Zeph'athah at Mare'shah. 11 And Asa 
people slew them with a great slaughter; cried to the Lord his God, “O Lord, 
so there fell slain of Israel five hundred there is none like thee to help, between 
thousand picked men. *8 Thus the men the mighty and the weak. Help us, O 
of Israel were subdued at that time, and Lord our God, for we rely on thee, and 
the men of Judah prevailed, because in thy name we have come against this 
they relied upon the Lord, the God of multitude. O Lord, thou ait our God; 
their fathers. 19 And Abi'jah pursued let not man prevail against thee.” 12 So 
Jerobo'am, and took cities from him, the Lord defeated the Ethiopians be- 
Bcthel with its villages and Jcsh'anah fore Asa and before Judah, and the 
with its villages and Ephron x with its Ethiopians fled. 13 Asa and the people 
villages. 20 Jerobo'am did not recover that were with him pursued them as far 
his power in the days of Abi'jah; and as Gerar, and the Ethiopians fell until 
the Lord smote him, and he died. *1 But none remained alive; for they were 
Abi'jah grew mighty. And he took four- broken before the Lord and his army, 
teen wives, and had twenty-two sons and The men of Judah a carried away very 

w Heb they x Another reading is Ephram * Ch 13.23 in Hcb z Ch 14.1 in Hcb a Heb they 
14.1-S* l Kings 15.8-12. 
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much booty. l 4 And they smote all the 
cities round about Gcrar, for the fear of 
the Lord was upon them. They 
plundered all the cities, for there was 
much plunder in them. 15 And they 
smote the tents of those who* had cattle, 6 
and carried away sheep in abundance 
and camels. Then they returned to 
Jerusalem. 

*3 C The Spirit of God came upon 
Azari'ah the son of Oded, 2 and 
he went out to meet Asa, and said to 
him, “Hear me, Asa, and ail Judah and 
Benjamin: The Lord is with you, while 
you are with him. If you seek him, he 
will be found by you, but if you forsake 
him, he will forsake you. 3 For a long 
time Israel was without the true God, 
and without a teaching priest, and with¬ 
out law; 4 but when in their distress 
they turned to the Lord, the God of Is¬ 
rael, and sought him, he was found by 
them. 5 In those times there was no 
peace to him who went out or to him 
who came in, for great disturbances 
afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. 
6 They were broken in pieces, nation 
against nation and city against city, for 
God troubled them with every sort of 
distress. 7 But you, take courage! Do 
not let your hands be weak, for your 
work shall be rewarded.” 

8 When Asa heard these words, the 
prophecy of Azari'ah the son of Oded, c 
he took courage, and put away the 
abominable idols from all the land of 
Judah and Benjamin and from the cities 
which he had taken in the hill country of 
E'phraim, and he repaired the altar of 
the Lord that was in front of the vesti¬ 
bule of the house of the Lord.* 9 And 
he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, 
and those from E'phraim, Manas'seh, 
and Simeon who were sojourning with 
them, for great numbers had deseited 
to him from Israel when they saw that 
the Lord his God was with him. 
1° They were gathered at Jerusalem in 
the third month of the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Asa. 11 They sacrificed to 
the Lord on that day, from the spoil 
which they had brought, seven hundred 
oxen and seven thousand sheep. 12 And 
they entered into a covenant to seek the 
Lord, the God of their fathers, with all 
their heart and with all their soul; 13 and 
that whoever would not seek the Lord, 

6 Heb obscure e Compare Syr Vg; Heb the prophecy , 
15.10-16.0! 1 Kings 15.13-22. 


the God of Israel, should be put to 
death, whether young or old, man or 
woman. 14 They took oath to the Lord 
with a loud voice, and with shouting, 
and with trumpets, and with horns. 
l5 And all Judah rejoiced over the oath; 
for they had sworn with all their heart, 
and had sought him with their whole 
desire, and he was found by them, and 
the Lord gave them rest round about. 

16 Even Ma'acah, his mother. King 
Asa removed from being queen mother 
because she had made an abominable 
image for Ashe'rah. Asa cut down her 
image, crushed it, and burned it at the 
brook Kidron. * 7 But the high places 
were not taken out of Israel. Neverthe¬ 
less the heart of Asa was blameless all 
his days. l 8 And he brought into the 
house of God the votive gifts of his 
father and his own votive gifts, silver, 
and gold, and vessels. 19 And there was 
no more war until the thirty-fifth year 
of the reign of Asa. 

i /T In the thirty-sixth year of the 
AO reign of Asa, Ra'asha king of 
Israel went up against Judah, and built 
Ramah, that he might permit no one to 
go out or come in to Asa king of 3 udah. 
- Then Asa took silver and gold from 
the treasures of the house of the Lord 
and the king’s house, and sent them to 
Ben-ha'dad king of Syria, who dwelt in 
Damascus, saying, 3 “Let there be a 
league between me and you, as between 
my father and your father; behold, I am 
sending to you silver and gold; go, 
break your league with Ba'asha king of 
Israel, that he may withdraw from me.” 
4 And Ben-ha'dad hearkened to King 
Asa, and sent the commanders of his 
armies against the cities of Israel, and 
they conquered I'jon, Dan, A'bel-ma'- 
im, and all the store-cities of Naph'tali. 
5 And when Ba'asha heard of it, he 
stopped building Ramah, and let his 
work cease. 6 Then King Asa took all 
Judah, and they carried away the srones 
of Ramah and its timber, with which 
Ba'asha had been building, and with 
them he built Geba and Mizpah. 

7 At that time Hana'ni the seer came 
to Asa king of Judah, and said to him, 
“Because you relied on the king of 
Syria, and did not rely on the Lord 
your God, the army of the king of Syria 
has escaped you. 8 Were not the 

Oded the prophet 4 Heb the vestibule of the LOJUD 



Reign of Jehoshaphat 
Ethiopians and the Libyans a huge 
army wirh exceedingly many chariots 
and horsemen? Yet because you relied 
on the Lord, he gave them into y out- 
hand. 9 For the eyes of the Lord run to 
and fro throughout the whole earth, to 
show his might in behalf of those whose 
heart is blameless toward him. You 
have done foolishly in this; for from 
now on you will have wars.'* 10 Then 
Asa was angry with the seer, and put 
him in the stocks, in prison, for he was 
in a rage with him because of this. And 
Asa inflicted cruelties upon some of the 
people at the same time. 

11 The acts of Asa, from hrst to last, 
arc written in the Book of the Kings of 
Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth 
year of his reign Asa was diseased in his 
feet, and his disease became severe; yet 
even in his disease he did not seek the 
Lord, but sought help from physicians. 
’•■'And Asa slept with his fathers, dying 
in the forty-first year of his reign. 
14 They buried him in the tomb which 
he had hewn out tor himself in the city' 
of David. They laid him on a bier which 
had been filled with various kinds of 
spices prepared by the perfumer’s art; 
and they made a very great fire in his 
honour. 

1 H Jehosh'aphat his son reigned 
L / in his stead, and strengthened 
himself against Israel. 2 He placed 
forces in all the fortified cities of Judah, 
and set garrisons in the land of Judah, 
and in the cities of E'phraim which Asa 
his lather had taken. 3 The Lord was 
with Jehosh'aphat, because he walked 
in the earLier ways of his father;*' he did 
not seek the Ba'als, 4 but sought the 
God of his father and walked in his 
commandments, and not according to 
the ways of Israel. 5 Therefore the Lord 
established the kingdom in liis hand; 
and all Judah brought tribute to Je¬ 
hosh'aphat; and he had great riches and 
honour. ^His heart was courageous in 
the ways of the Lord; and furthermore 
he took the high places and the Ashe'- 
rim out of Judah. 

7 In the third year of his reign he sent 
his princes, Ben-hail, Obadi’ah, Zech- 
ari'ah, Nethan'el, and Micai'ah, to 
teach in the cities of Judah; 8 and with 
them the Levites, Shemai'ah, Nethani'- 
ah, Zebadi'ah, As'ah el, Shemir'amoth, 

* Another reading is his father David 
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Jehon'athan, Adoni'jah, Tobi'jah, and 
Tobadoni'jah; and with these Levites, 
the priests JElish'ama and Jeho'ram. 
,; And they taught in Judah, having the 
book of the law of the Lord with them; 
they went about through all the cities of 
Judah and taught among the people. 

10 And the fear of the Lord fell upon 
all the kingdoms of the lands that were 
round about Judah, and they made no 
war against Jehosh aphat. 11 Some of 
the Philistines brought jehosh'aphat 
presents, and silver for tribute; and the 
Arabs also brought him seven thousand 
seven hundred rams and seven thousand 
seven hundred he-goats. I2 And Je¬ 
hosh'aphat grew steadily greater, lie 
built in Judah fortresses and store- 
cities, 13 and he had great stores in the 
cities of Judah. He had soldiers, mighty 
men of valour, in Jerusalem. 14 This was 
the muster of them by fathers’ houses: 
Of Judah, the commanders of thou¬ 
sands : Adnah the commander, with 
three hundred thousand mighty men of 
valour, 15 and next to him Jehoha'nan the 
commander, with two hundred and 
eighty thousand, lh and next to him 
Amasi'ah the son of Zichri,. a volunteer 
for the service of the Lord, with two 
hundred thousand mighty men of 
valour. 17 Of Benjamin: Eli'ada, a 
mighty man of valour, with two hun¬ 
dred thousand men armed with bow and 
shield, and next to him Jeho'zabad 
with a hundred and eighty thousand 
armed for war. 19 These were in the 
service of the king, besides those whom 
the king had piaced in the fortified 
cities throughout all Judah. 

*| Q Now Jehosh'aphaL had great 
JL© riches and honour; and he made 
a marriage alliance with Ahab. -After 
some years he went down to Ahab in 
Samar'ia. And Ahab killed an abun¬ 
dance of sheep and oxen for him and for 
the people who were with him, and in¬ 
duced him to go up against Ramoth- 
gilead. 3 Ahab king of Israel said to 
Jehosh aphat king of Judah, “Will you 
go with me to Ramoth-gilead?” He 
answered him, “I am as you are, my 
people as your people. We will be with 
you in the war. * 

4 And Jehosh'aphat said to the king 
of Israel, “Inquire first for the word of 
the Lord.” 5 Then the king of Israel 

18.1-34; 1 Kings 22.1-35. 
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gathered the prophets together, four 
hundred men, and said to them, “Shall 
we go to battle against Ramoth-gilead, 
or shall I forbear?” And they said, “Go 
up; for God will give it into the hand of 
the king.” 6 But Jehosh'aphat said, “Is 
there not here another prophet of the 
Lord of whom we may inquire?” 7 And 
the king of Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, 
“There'is yet one man by whom we may 
inquire of the Lord, Mica! ah the son 
of Imlah; but I hate him, for he never 
prophesies good concerning me, but 
always evil.” And Jehosh'aphat said, 
“Let not the king say so.” 8 Then the 
king of Israel summoned an officer and 
said, “Bring quickly Micai'ah the son of 
Imlah.” w Now the king of Israel and 
Jehosh'aphat the king of Judah were 
sitting on their thrones, arrayed in their 
robes; and they were sitting at the 
threshing floor at the entrance of the 
gate of Samar'ia; and all the prophets 
were prophesying before them. lu And 
Zedeki'ah the son of Chena anah made 
for himself horns of iron, and said, 
“Thus says the Lord, ‘With these you 
shall push the Syrians unril they are 
destroyed.’ ” 11 And all the prophets 
prophesied so, and said, “Go up to 
Ramoth-gilead arid triumph; the Lord 
will give it into the hand of the king.” 

12 And the messenger who went to 
summon Micai 'ah said to him, “Behold, 
the words of the prophets with one ac¬ 
cord are favourable to the king; let your 
word be like the word of one of them, 
and speak favourably.” 13 Bur Micai'ah 
said, “As the Lord lives, what my God 
says, that I will speak.” 14 And when he 
had come to the Icing, the king said to 
him, “Micai'ah, shall we go to Ramoth- 
gilead to battle, or shall I forbear?” 
And he answered, “Go up and triumph; 
they will be given into your hand.” 
15 But the king said to him, “How many 
times shall I adjure you that you speak 
to me nothing but the truth in the name 
of the Lord?” 16 And he said, “I saw all 
Israel scattered upon the mountains, as 
sheep that have no shepherd; and the 
Lord said, ‘These have no master; let 
each return to his home in peace.’ ” 
,7 And the king of Israel said to Je¬ 
hosh'aphat, “Did I not tell you that he 
would not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil?” i®And Micai'ah said, 
“Therefore hear the word of the Lord; 
I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, 


and all the host of heaven standing on 
his right hand and on his left; 1U and the 
Lord said, ‘Who will entice Ahab the 
king of Israel, that he may go up and 
fall at .Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one 
thing, and another said another. 20 Then 
a spirit came forward and stood before 
the Lord, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ 
And the Lord said to him, ‘By what 
means?’ 21 And he said, ‘1 will go forth, 
and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of 
all Iris prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are 
to entice him, and you shall succeed; 
go forth and do so.’ 11 Now therefore 
behold, the Lord has put a lying spirit 
in the mouth of these your prophets: 
the Lord has spoken evil concerning 
you.” 

23 Then Zedeki'ah the son of Chena'- 
anah came near and struck Micai'ah on 
the cheek, and said, “Which way did the 
Spirit oi the Lord go from me to speak 
to you?” 24 And Micai'ah said, “Behold, 
you shall see on that day when vou go 
into an inner chamber to .hide yourself.” 
25 And the king of Israel said, “Seize 
Micai'ah, and take him back to Anion 
the governor of the city and to Jo ash 
the king’s son; 2t> and say, ‘Thus so vs 
the king. Put this fellow in prison, and 
feed him with scant fare of bread and 
water, until I return in peace.’ ” 2 And 
Micai'ah said, “If you return in peace, 
the Loud has not spoken by me.” And 
he said, “Hear, all you peoples!” 

28 So the king of Israel and Jehosh'¬ 
aphat the king of Judah went up to 
Ramoth-gilead. 2 ^And the king of 
Israel said to Jehosh'aphat, “I will dis¬ 
guise myself and go into battle, but you 
wear your robes.” And the king of 
Israel disguised himself; and they went 
into battle. 30 Now the king of Syria had 
commanded the captains of his char¬ 
iots, “Fight with neither small nor 
great, but only with the king of Israel.” 
31 And when the captains of the chariots 
saw Jehosh'aphat, they said, “It is the 
king of Israel.” So they turned to fight 
against him; and Jehosh'aphat cried 
out, and the Lord helped him. God 
drew them away from him, 32 for when 
the captains of the chariots saw that it 
was not the king of Israel, they turned 
back from pursuing him. 33 But a certain 
man drew his bow at a venture, and 
struck the king of Israel between the 
scale armour and the breastplate; there¬ 
fore he said to the driver of his chariot, 



Death of Ahab 
“Turn about, and carry me out of the 
battle, tor I am wounded.” **And the 
battle grew hot that day, and the king 
of Israel propped himself up in his 
chariot facing the Syrians until evening; 
then at sunset he died. 
iQ Jehosh'aphat the king of Judah 
If? returned in safety to his house in 
Jerusalem. 2 But Jehu the son of Hana - 
ni the seer went out to meet him. and 
said to King Jehosh'aphat, “Should you 
help the wicked and love those who hate 
the Lord? Because of this, wrath has 
gone out against von from the Lord. 

Nevertheless some good is found in 
you, for you destroyed the Ashe'rahs 
out of the land, and have set your heart 
to seek God.” 

4 Jehosh'aphat dwelt at Jerusalem; 
and he went out again among the peo¬ 
ple, from Bcei-slieba to The lull country 
of E phraim, and brought them back to 
the Lord, the C *od. of their fathers. - He 
appointed judges in the land in ail the 
fortified cities of Judah, dry by city, 
6 and said to the judges, “Consider 
whar you do, for vou judge not for man 
but for the Lord; he is villi you in 
giving judgment. 7 Now then, iet the 
fear (){ the Lord be upon >ou; take heed 
what you do, ior (here is no perversion 
of justice with the Lord our God, or 
partiality, or taking bribes.” 

8 Moreover in Jerusalem Jchnsh'- 
aphat appointed certain Levites and 
priests and heads of families of Israel, 
to give judgment for the Lord and to 
decide disputed cases. They had. their 
seat at Jerusalem. -‘And he charged 
them: “Thus vou shall do in the fear of 
the Lord, in faithfulness, and with vnur 
whole heart: 10 whenever a case comes 
to you from your brethren who live in 
their cities, concerning bloodshed, law 
or commandment, statutes or ordi¬ 
nances, then you shall instruct them, 
that they may not incur guili before the 
Lord and wrath may not come upon 
you and your brethren. Thus you shall 
do, and you will not incur guilt. 1] And 
behold, Amari ah the chief priest is 
over you in all matters of the Lord; and 
Zebadi'ah the son of Ish'macl, the 
governor of the house of Judah, in all 
the king’s matters; and the Levites will 
serve you as officers. Deal courageously, 
and may the Lord be with the upright!” 

/Dunn arc 2f>.7: Hcb An. 
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After this the Moabites and 
Ammonites, and with them some 
of the Me-u'nites/ came against Je¬ 
hosh'aphat for battle. 2 Some men came 
and told Jehosh'aphat, “A great multi¬ 
tude is coming against you from Fdom,» 
from beyond the sea; and, behold, they 
are in Haz'azon-ta'mar” (that is, En- 
ge'di). 5 Then Jehosh'aphat feared, and 
set himself to seek the Lord, and pro¬ 
claimed a fast throughout all Judah. 
4 And Judah assembled to seek help from 
the Lord; from all the cities of Judah 
they came to seek the Lord. 

5 And Jehosh'aphat stood in the as¬ 
sembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the 
house of the Lord, before the new 
court , tj and said, “O Lord, God of our 
fathers, art thou not God in heaven? 
Dost thou not rule over all the king¬ 
doms of the nations? In thy hand are 
power at id might, so that none is able to 
\viibsmnd thee. 7 Didst thou not, 0 our 
God, drive out the inhabitants of this 
land before thy people Israel, and give 
it for ever to the descendants of Abra¬ 
ham thy friend? ' And they have dwelt in 
it, and have built thee in it a sanctuary 
for thy name, saying, v Tf evil comes 
upon us. the sword, judgment,^ or 
pestilence, or famine, we will stand be¬ 
fore this house, and before thee, for thy 
name is in this house, and cry to thee in 
our affliction, and thou wilt hear and 
save.’ : "And now behold, the men of 
Ammon and Moab and Mount Se'ir, 
whom thou wouidest not let Israel in¬ 
vade when they came from the land of 
Egvot. and whom they avoided and did 
nor destroy— behold, they reward us 
by coming to drive us out of thy pos¬ 
session, which thou hast given us to 
inherit. 12 O our God, wilt thou not 
execute judgment upon them? For we 
are powerless against this great multi¬ 
tude that is coming against us. We do 
not know' what to do, but our eyes are 
upon thee.” 

13 Meanwhile all the men of Judah 
stood before the Lord, with their little 
ones, their wives, and their children. 
14 And the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
Tahazi el the son of Zechari ah, son of 
Benai'ah, son of Je-i'el, son of Mattani'- 
ah, a Lev it e of the sons of Asaph, in the 
midst of the assembly. l5 And he said, 
“Hearken, all Judah and inhabitants of 
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Jerusalem, and King- Jehosh'aphat: themselves until they could carry no 
Thus says the Lord to you, ‘Fear not, more. They were three days in taking 
and be not dismayed at this great the spoil, it was so much. 20 On the 
multitude; for the battle is not yours but fourth day they assembled in the Valley 
God’s. 16 Tomorrow go down against of Bera'cah,^ for there they blessed the 
them; behold, they will come up by die Lord; therefore the name of that place 
ascent of Ziz; you will find them at the has been called the Valley of Bera'cah 
end of the valley, east of the wilderness to this day. 27 Then they returned, every 
of Jeru'el. 1 7 You will not need to fight man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jc- 
in this batde; take your position,, stand hosh aphat at their head, returning to 
still, and see the victory of the Lord on Jerusalem with joy, for the Lord had 
your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem/ made them rejoice over their enemies. 
Fear not, and be not dismayed ; to- 28 They came to Jerusalem, with harps 
morrow go out against them, and the and lyres and trumpets, to the house of 
Lord will be with you/* the Lord. 29 And the fear of God came 

18 Then Jehosh'aphat bowed his on all the kingdoms of the countries 
head with his face to the ground, and when they heard that the Lord had 
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- fought against the enemies of Israel, 
salem fell down before the Lord, wor- 30 So the realm of Jehosh'aphat was 
shipping the Lord. 19 And the Levites, Quiet, for his God gave him rest round 
of the Ko'hathites and the Korahites, about. 

stood up to praise the Lord, the God 31 Thus Jehosh'aphat reigned over 
of Israel, with a very loud voice. Judah. Fie was thirty-five years old 

20 And they rose early in the mom- when he began to reign, and he reigned 
ing and went out into the wilderness of twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His 
Teko'a; and as they went out, Tehosh - mother’s name was Azu'bah the daugh- 
aphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah ter of Shilhi. 52 He walked in the way of 
and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe Asa his father and did not turn aside 
in the Lord your God, and you will be from it; he did what was right in the 
established; believe his prophets, and sight of the Lord. 33 The high places, 
you will succeed.” 21 And when he had however, were not taken away; the 
taken counsel with the people, he ap- people had not yet set their hearts upon 
pointed those who were to sing to the the God of their fathers. 

Lord and praise him in holy array, as 34 Now the rest of the acts of Jc- 
they went before the army, and say, hosh'aphat, from first to last, are written 

“Give thanks to the Lord, in the chronicles of Jehu the son of 

for his steadfast love endures for Hana'ni, which are recorded in the 

ever/* Book of the Kings of Israel. 

22And when they began to sing and 35 After this Jehosh'aphat king of 
praise, the Lord set an ambush against Judah joined with Ahazi'ah king of 
the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Israel, who did wickedly. 36 He joined 
Se'ir, who had come against Judah, so him in building ships to go to Tarshish, 
that they were routed. 23 For the men of and they built the ships in E'zion- 

Amraon and Moab rose against the in- ge'ber. 37 Then Eliezer the son of 

habitants of Mount Se'ir, destroying Dodav'ahu of Mare'shah prophesied 
them unerly, and when they had made against Jehosh'aphat, saying, “Because 
an end of the inhabitants of Se'ir, they you have joined with Ahazi'ah, the 
all helped to destroy one another. Lord will destroy what you have 

24 When Judah came to the watch- made/’ And the ships were wrecked and 
tower of the wilderness, they looked were not able to go to Tarshish. 
toward the multitude; and behold, they Jehosh'aphat slept with Iris 

were dead bodies lying on the ground; fathers, and was buried with 

none had escaped. 25 When jehosh'- his fathers in the city of David; and 
aphat and his people came to take the Teho'ram his son reigned in his stead, 
spoil from them, they found cattle i in 1 He had brothers, the sons of Jehosh'- 
great numbers, goods, clothing, and aphat: Azari ah, J chi el, Zechari ah, 
precious things, which they took for Azari ah, Michael, and Shcphati'ah; 

* Gk: Heb among them 3 That is Biasing 
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all these were the sons of Jehosh'aphat 16 And the Lord stirred up against 
king of Judah. 3 Their father gave them Jeho'ram the anger of the Philistines 
great gifts, of silver, gold, and valuable and of the Arabs who are near the 
possessions, together with fortified Ethiopians; 17 and they came up against 
cities in Judah; but he gave the king- Judah, and invaded it, and carried away 
dom to Jeho'ram, because he was the all the possessions they found that be- 
first-born. 4 When Jeho'ram had as- longed to the king’s house, and also his 
cended the throne of his father and was sons and his wives, so that no son was 
established, he slew all his brothers with left to him except Jeho'ahaz, his 
the sword, and also some of the princes youngest son. 

of Israel. 5 Jeho'ram was tliirty-two 18 And after all this the Lord smote 
years old when he became king, and he him in his bowels with an incurable 
reigned eight years in Jerusalem. ft And disease. iy In course of time, at the end 
he walked in the way of the kings of of two years, his bowels came out be- 
Israel, as the house of Ahab had done; cause of the disease, and he died in 
for the daughter of Ahab was his wife, great agony. His people made no fire in 
And he did what was evil in the sight of his honour, like the fires made for his 
the Lord. 7 Yet the Lord would not fathers. 20 He was thirty-two years old 
destroy the house of David, because of when he began to reign, and he reigned 
the covenant which he had made with eight years in Jerusalem; and he de- 
David, and since he had promised to parted with no one’s regret. They 
give a lamp to him and to Ills sons for buried him in the city of David, but not 
ever. in the tombs of the kings. 

8 In his days Edom revolted from the And the inhabitants of Jeru- 

rule of Judah, and set up a king of their **** salem made Ahazi'ah his young- 
own. y Then Jeho'ram passed over with e.st son king in his stead; for the band of 
his commanders and all his chariots, and men that came with the Arabs to the 
he rose by night and smote the E'- camp had slain all the older sons. So 
domites who had surrounded him and Ahazi'ah the son of Jeho'ram king of 
Iris chariot commanders. 10 So Edom Judah reigned. ^Ahazi'ah was forty-two 
revolted from the rule of Judah to this years old when he began to reign, and 
day. At that time Libnah also revolted he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His 
from his rule, because he had forsaken mother’s name was Athaii'ah, the 
the Lord, the God of his fathers. granddaughter of Omri. 3 He also 

11 Moreover he made high places in walked in the ways of the house of 
the hill country of Judah, and led the Ahab, for his mother was Iris counsellor 
inhabitants of Jerusalem into unfaith.- in doing wickedly. 4 He did what was 
fulness, and made Judah go astray, evil in the sight of the Lord, as the 
12 And a letter came to him from Elijah house of Ahab had done; for after the 
the prophet, saying, “Thus says the death of his father they were his 
Lord, the God of David your father, counsellors, to his undoing. 5 He even 
‘Because you have not walked in the followed their counsel, and went with 
ways of Jehosh aphat your father, or in Jeho'ram the son of Ahab king of Israel 
the ways of Asa lung of Judah, 13 but to make war against Haz'acl king of 
have walked in the way of the kings of Syria at Ramoth-gjlead. And the 
Israel, and have led Judah and the in- Syrians wounded Joram, 6 and he re¬ 
habitants of Jerusalem into unfaithful- turned to be healed in Jezreel of the 
ness, as the house of Ahab led Israel wounds which he had received at 
into unfaithfulness, and also you have Ramah, when he fought against Haz'ael 
killed your brothers, of your father’s king of Syria. And Ahazi'ah the son of 
house, who were better than yourself; Jeho'ram king of Judah went down to 
14 behold, the Lord will bring a great see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, 
plague on your people, your children, because he was sick, 
your wives, and all your possessions, 7 But it was ordained by God that the 
13 and you yourself will have a severe downfall of Ahazi'ah should come about 
sickness with a disease of your bowels, through his going to visit Joram. For 
until your bowels come out because of when he came there he went out with 
the disease, day bv day.’ ” Jeho'ram to meet Tehu the son of Nim- 

21.6-10; 2 King, 8.17-22. 21.20i 2 Kings 8.17, 24. 22.1-6; 2 Kangs 8.24-29. 22.7-9, 2 Kings 9.1-10.36. 
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shi, whom the Lord had anointed to 
destroy the house of Ahab. 8 And when 
Jehu was executing judgment upon the 
house of Ahab, he met the princes of 
Judah and the sons of Ahazi'ah’s 
brothers, who attended Ahazi ah, and 
he killed them. 9 He searched for 
Ahazi'ah, and he was captured while 
hiding in Samar'ia, and he was brought 
to Jehu and put to death. They buried 
him, for they said, “He is the grandson 
of Jehosh aphat, who sought the Lord 
with all his heart/’ And the house of 
Ahazi'ah had no one able to rule the 
kingdom. 

10 Now when Athali'ah the mother of 
Ahazi'ah saw that her son was dead, she 
arose and destroyed all the royal family 
of the house of Judah. 11 But Jeho- 
shab'e-ath, the daughter of the king, 
took Jo'ash the son of Ahazi'ah, and 
stole him away from among the king’s 
sons who were about to be slain, and she 
put him and his nurse in a bedchamber. 
Thus Jeho-shab'e-ath, the daughter of 
King Jeho'ram and wife of Jehoi'ada 
the priest, because she was a sister of 
Ahazi'ah, hid him from Athali'ah, so 
that she did not slay him ; 12 and he re¬ 
mained with them six years, hid in the 
house of God, while Athali'ah reigned 
over the land. 

But in the seventh year Jehoi'- 
ada took courage, and entered 
into a compact with the commanders of 
hundreds, Azari'ah the son of Jero'ham, 
Ish'mael the son of Jehoha'nan, Azari'¬ 
ah the son of Obed, Ma-asei'ah the son 
of Adai'ah, and Elisha'phat the son of 
Zichri, 2 And they went about through 
Judah and gathered the Levites from all 
the cities of Judah, and the heads of 
fathers’ houses of Israel, and they came 
to Jerusalem. 3 And all the assembly 
made a covenant with the king in the 
house of God. And Jehoi'ada* said to 
them, “Behold, the king’s son! Let him 
reign, as the Loro spoke concerning 
the sons of David. 4 This is the thing 
that you shall do: of you priests and 
Levites who come off duty on the sab¬ 
bath, one third shall be gatekeepers, 

5 and one third shall be at the king's 
house and one third at the Gate of the 
Foundation; and all the people shall be 
in the courts of the house of the Lord. 

6 Let no one enter the house of the 

* Heb h* 
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Lord except the priests and ministering 
Levites; they may enter, for they are 
holy, but all the people shall keep the 
charge of the Lord. 1 The Levites shall 
surround the king, each with his 
weapons in his hand; and whoever 
enters the house shall be slain. Be with 
the king when he comes in, and when he 
goes out.” 

8 The Levites and all Judah did ac¬ 
cording to all that Jehoi'ada the priest 
commanded. They each brought his 
men, who were to go off duty on the 
sabbath, with those who were to come 
on duty on the sabbath; for Jehoi'ada 
the priest did not dismiss the divisions. 
9 And Jehoi'ada the priest delivered to 
the captains the spears and the large 
and small shields that had been King 
David’s, which were in the house of 
God; 10 and he set all the people as a 
guard for the king, every man with his 
weapon in his hand, from the south side 
of the house to the north side of the 
house, around the altar and the house. 
11 Then he brought out the king’s son, 
and put the crown upon him, and gave 
him the testimony; and they proclaimed 
him king, and Jehoi'ada and his sons 
anointed him. and they said, “Long 
live the king.” 

12 When Athali'ah heard the noise 
of the people running and praising the 
king, she went into the house of the 
Lord to the people; 13 and when she 
looked, there was the king standing by 
his pillar at the entrance, and the cap¬ 
tains and the trumpeters beside the 
king, and all the people of the land re¬ 
joicing and blowing trumpets, and the 
singers with their musical instruments 
leading in the celebration. And Athali'¬ 
ah rent her clothes, and cried, “Trea¬ 
son! Treason!” 14 Then Jehoi'ada the 
priest brought out the captains who 
were set over the army, saying to them, 
“Bring her out between the ranks; any 
one who follows her is to be slain with 
the sword.” For the priest said, “Do not 
slay her in the house of the Lord.” 
15 So they laid hands on her; and she 
went into the entrance of the horse gate 
of the king’s house, and they slew her 
there. 

16 And Jehoi'ada made a covenant 
between himself and all the people and 
the king that they should be the Lord’s 
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people. 17 Then all the people went to 
the house of Ba'al, and tore it down; his 
altars and his images they broke in 
pieces., and they slew Mattan the priest 
of Ba'al before the altars. *8And Jehoi'- 
ada posted watchmen for the house of 
the Lord under the direction of the 
Levitical priests and the Levit.es whom 
David had organized to be in charge of 
the house of the Lord, to offer burnt 
offerings to the Lord, as it is written in 
the law of Moses, with rejoicing and 
with singing, according to the order of 
David, He stationed the gatekeepers 
at the gates of the house of the Lotm 
so that no one should enter who was in 
any way unclean. 20 And he took the cap¬ 
tains, the nobles, the governors of the 
people, and all the people of the land; 
and they brought the king down from 
the house of the Lord, marching 
through the upper gate to the king's 
bouse. And they set the king upon the 
royal throne. 2i So all the people of the 
land rejoiced*, and the city was quiet, 
after Athali'ah had been slain with tire 
sword, 

jo'ash was seven years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned 
fortv years in Jerusalem; his mothers 
name was Zib'iah of Beer-sheba. 2 And 
Jo'ash did what was right in the eyes of 
the Lord all the days of jehoi'ada the 
priest. 3 jehoi'ada got for him two 
wives, and he had sons and daughters. 

4 Alter this Jo'ash decided to restore 
the house of the Lord. 5 And he gath¬ 
ered the priests and the Levites, and 
said to them, “Go out to the cities of 
Judah, and gather from all Israel money 
to repair the house of youx God from 
year to year; and see that you hasten the 
matter.” But the Levites did not hasten 
it. 6 So the king summoned Jehoi'ada 
the chief, and said to him, “Why have 
you not required the Levites to bring in 
from Judah and Jerusalem the tax levied 
by Moses, the servant of the Lord, on 
the congregation of Israel for the tent of 
testimony?*' 7 For the sons of Athali'ah, 
that wicked woman, had broken into the 
house of God; and had also used all the 
dedicated things of the house of the 
Lord for the Ba'als. 

8 So the king commanded, and they 
made a chest, and set it outside the gate 
of the house of the Lord. y And procla- 

m Compare Vg: Heb and n Heb clothed itself with 
*4.1-14; 2 Kings ll.2l-12.J4. 


mation was made throughout Judah and 
Jerusalem, to bring in for the Lord the 
tax that Moses the servant of God laid 
upon Israel in the wilderness. 10 And all 
the princes and all the people rejoiced 
and brought their tax and dropped it 
into the chest until they had finished. 
n And whenever the chest was brought 
to the king's officers by the Levites, 
when they saw that there was much 
money in it, the king's secretary and the 
officer of the chief priest would come 
and empty the chest and take it and re¬ 
turn iv to its place. Thus they did day 
after day, and collected money in 
abundance. i 2 And the king and Jehoi'¬ 
ada gave it to those who had charge of 
the work of the house of the Lord, and 
they hired masons and carpenters to 
restore the house of the Lord, and also 
workers in iron and bronze to repair the 
house of the Lord. 13 So those who 
were engaged in the work laboured, and 
the repairing went forward in their 
hands, and they restored the house of 
God to its proper condition and 
strengthened it. i4 Xnd when they had 
finished, they brought the rest of the 
money before the king and Jehoi'ada, 
and with it were made utensils for the 
house of the Lord, both for the service 
and for the burnt offerings, and dishes 
for incense, and vessels of gold and 
silver. And they offered burnt offerings 
in the house of the Lord continually all 
the days of Jehoi'ada. 

15 But Jehoi'ada grew old and full of 
days, and died; he was a hundred and 
thirty years old at his death. 16 And they 
buried him in the city of David among 
the kings, because he had done good in 
Israel, and toward God and his house. 

17 Now after the death of Jehoi'ada 
the princes of Judah came and did 
obeisance to the king; then the king 
hearkened to them. ,8 And they forsook 
the house of the Lord, the God of their 
fathers, and served the Ashe'rim and 
the idols. And wrath came upon Tudah 
and Jerusalem for this their guilt. * 9 Yet 
he sent prophets among them to bring 
them back to the Lord; these testified 
against them, but they would not give 
heed. 

20 Then the Spirit of God took pos¬ 
session of" Zechari'ah the son of 
Jehoi'ada the priest; and he stood above 



2 CHRONICLES 24 398 Judgment on Joash 

the people, and said to them, "“Thus commanded, “The fathers shall not be 
says God, ‘Why do you transgress the put to death for the children, or the 
commandments of the Lord, so that children be put to death for the fathers; 
you cannot prosper? Because you have but every man shall die for his own 
forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken sin.” 

you/ ” 21 But they conspired against 5 Then Amazi'ah assembled the men 
him, and by command of the king they of Judah, and set them by fathers* 
stoned him with stones in the court of houses under commanders of thousands 
the house of the Lord. 22 Thus Jo'ash and of hundreds for all Judah and 
the king did not remember the kindness Beniamin. He mustered those twenty 
which Jehoi'ada, Zechari'ah’s father, years old and upward, and found that 
had shown him, but killed his son. And they were three hundred thousand 
when he was dying, he said, “May the picked men, fit for war, able to handle 
Lord see and avenge!’* spear and shield. 6 He hired also a hun- 

23 At the end of the year the army dred thousand mighty men of valour 
of the Syrians came up against Jo'ash. from Israel for a hundred talents of 
They came to Judah and Jerusalem, silver. 7 But a man of God came to him 
and destroyed all the princes of the and said, “O king, do not let die army of 
people from among the people, and Israel go with you, for the Lord is not 
.sent all their spoil to the king of with Israel, with all these E'phraimites. 
Damascus. 24 Though the army of the 8 But if you suppose that in this way you 
Syrians had come with few men, the will be strong for war,'*’ God will cast 
Lord delivered into their hand a very you clown before the enemy; for God 
great army, because they had forsaken has power to help or to cast down.” 
the Lord, the God of their fathers. -lAnd Amazi'ah said to the man of God, 
Thus they executed judgment on Jo'- “But what shall we do about the hun- 
ash. dred talents which I have given to the 

25 When they had departed from army of Israel?” The man of God an- 
him, leaving him severely wounded, his swered, “The Lord is able to give you 
servants conspired against him because much more than this.” 10 Then Amazi'- 
of the blood of the son° of Jehoi'ada the ah discharged the army that had come 
priest, and slew him on his bed. So he to him from E'phraim, to go home 
died; and they buried him in the dtv of again. And they became very angry with 
David, but they did not bury him in the Judah, and returned home in fierce 
tombs of the kings. 26 Those who con- anger. 11 But Amazi’ah took courage, 
spired against him were Zabad the son and led out his people, and went to the 
of Shim'e-ath the Ammonitess, and Valley of Salt and smote ten thousand 
Jeho'zabad the son of Shimrith the men of Se'ir. 12 The men of Judah cap- 
Moabitess. 27 Accounts of his sons, and tured another ten thousand alive, and 
of the many oracles against him, and of took them to the top of a rock and threw 
the rebuilding^ of the house of God are them down from the top of the rock; 
written in the Commentary on the and they were all dashed to pieces. 
Book of the Kings. And Amazi'ah his 13 But the men of the army whom 
son reigned in his stead. Amazi'ah sent back, not letting them go 

C Amazi'ah was twenty-five years with him to battle, fell upon the cities of 
old when he began to reign, and Judah, from Samar'ia to Beth-horon, 
he reigned twenty-nine years in Jeru- and killed three thousand people in 
salem. His mother’s name was Jeho- them, and took much spoil, 
ad'dan of Jerusalem. 2 And he did what 14 After Amazi'ah came from the 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, yet slaughter of the E'domitcs, he brought 
not with a blameless heart. 3 And as soon the gods of the men of Se'ir, and set 
as the royal power was firmly in his them up as his gods, and worshipped 
hand he killed his servants who had them, making offerings to them, 
slain the king his father. 4 But he did '5 Therefore the Lord was angry with 
not put their children to death, ac- Amazi'ah and sent to him a prophet, 
cording to what is written in the law, in who said to him, “Why have you re- 
the book of Moses, where the Lord sorted to the gods of a people, which did 

0 Gk Vg: Hcb tons P Heb founding 9 Gk: Heb But if \ou go, act, be strong for the battle 
24.23-26: 2 Kings 12.17-18, 20-21. 25.1-4: 2 Kangs 14.2-6. 25.11: 2 Kings 14.7. 
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mot deliver their own people from your chish, and slew him there. 28 And they 
hand?” 16 But as he was speaking the brought him upon horses; and he was 
king said to him, “Have we made you a buried with his fathers in the city of 
royal counsellor? Stop! Why should you David. 

be put to death?” So the prophet And all the people of Judah took 

stopped, but said, “I know that God has Uzzi'ah, who was sixteen years 

determined to destroy you, because you old, and made him king instead of his 
have done this and have not listened to father Amazi'ah. 2 He built Eloth and 
my counsel.” restored it to Judah, after the king slept 

17 Then Amazi'ah king of Judah took with his fathers. 3 tfei'ah was sixteen 
counsel and sent to Jo'ash the son of years old when he began to reign, and he 
Jeho'ahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His 
saying, “Come, let us look one another mother’s name was Jecoli'ah of Jeru¬ 
in the face,” 18 And Jo'ash the king of salem. 4 And he did what was right in the 
Israel sent word to Amazi'ah king of eyes of the Lord, according to all that 
Judah, “A thistle on Lebanon sent to a his father Amazi'ah had done. 5 He set 
cedar on Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your himself to seek God in the days of 
daughter to my son for a wife*; and a Zechari'ah, who instructed him in the 
wild beast of Lebanon passed by and fear of God; and as long as he sought 
trampled down the thistle. 19 You say, the Lord, God made him prosper. 

‘Sec, I have smitten Edom,* and your 6 He went out and made war against 
heart has lifted you up in boastfulness, the Philistines, and broke down the wall 
But now stay at home; why should you of Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the 
provoke trouble so that you fall, you and wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in 
Judah with you?” the territory of Ashdod and elsewhere 

20 But .Amazi'ah would not listen; among the Philistines. 7 God helped 
for it was of God, in order that he him against the Philistines, and against 
might give them into the hand of their the Arabs that dwelt in Gurba'al, and 
enemies, because they had sought the against the Me-u'nites. 8 The Am- 
gods of Edom. 21 So Jo'ash king of Israel monites paid tribute to Uzzi'ah, and his 
went up; and he and Amazi'ah king of fame spread even to the border of 
Judith faced one another in battle at Egypt, for he became very strong. 
Beth-she'mesh, which belongs to Judah. 9 Moreover Uzzi'ah built towers in 
22 And Judah was defeated by Israel, and Jerusalem at the Comer Gate and at the 
every man fled to his home. 23.And Jo'- Valley Gate and at the Angle, and 
ash king of Israel captured Amazi'ah fortified them. u1 And he built towers in 
king of Judah, the son of Jo'ash, son of the wilderness, and hewed out many cis- 
Ahazi'ah, at Beth-she'mesh, and brought terns, for he had large herds, both in the 
him to Jerusalem, and broke down the Shephelah and in the plain, and he had 
wall of Jerusalem for four hundred farmers and vinedressers in the hills and 
cubits, from the E'phraim Gate to the in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil. 
Comer Gate. 24 And he seized all the 11 Moreover Uzzi'ah had an army of 
gold and silver, and all the vessels that soldiers, fit for war, in divisions ac- 
were found in the house of God, and cording to the numbers in the muster 
O'bed-e'dom with them; he seized also made by Je-i'el the secretary and Ma- 
thc treasuries of the king’s house, and asei'ah the officer, under the direction 
hostages, and he returned to Samar ia, of Hanani'ah, one of the king’s com- 
25 Amazi'ah the son of Jo'ash king manders. 12 The whole number of the 
of Judah lived fifteen years after the heads of fathers* houses of mighty men 
death of Jo'ash the son of Jeho'ahaz, of valour was two thousand six hundred, 
king of Israel. 26 Now the rest of the U Under their command was an army of 
deeds of Amazi'ah, from first to last, three hundred and seven thousand five 
are they not written in the Book of the hundred, who could make war with 
Kings of Judah and Israel? 27 From the mighty power, to help the king against 
time when he turned away from the the enemy. wAnd Uzzi'ah prepared for 
Lord they made a conspiracy against all the army shields, spears, helmets, 
him m Jerusalem, and he fled to La- coats of mail, bows, and stones for sling- 
chish. But they sent after him to La- ing. is In Jerusalem he made engines. 

25.17-20, 21-24; 2 King* 14.8-14. 25.25-28; 2 King* 14.17-20. 26.1-4: 2 King* 14.21-22} 13.2-3. 
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invented by skilful men, to be on the 
towers and the comers, to shoot arrows 
and great stones. And his fame spread 
far, for he was marvellously helped, tiLl 
he was strong. 

16 But when he was strong he grew 
proud, to his destruction. For he was 
false to the Lord his God, and entered 
the temple of the Lord to burn incense 
on the altar of incense. 17 But Azari'ah 
the priest went in after him, with 
eighty priests of the Lord who were 
men of valour; 18 and they withstood 
King Uzzi'ah, and said to him, “It is 
not for you, Uzzi'ah, to bum incense to 
the Lord, but for the priests the sons of 
Aaron, who are consecrated to burn 
incense. Go out of the sanctuary ; for 
you have done wrong, and it will bring 
you no honour from the Lord God.” 
19 Then Uzzi'ah was angry. Now he had 
a censer in his hand to bum incense, and 
when he became angry with the priests 
leprosy broke out on his forehead, in the 
presence of the priests in the house of 
the Lord, by the altar of incense. 20 And 
Azari'ah the chief priest, and all the 
priests, looked at him, and behold, he 
was leprous in his forehead! And they 
thrust him out quickly, and he himself 
hastened to go out, because the Lord 
had smitten him. 21 And King Uzzi'ah 
was a leper to the day of his death, and 
being a leper dwelt in a separate house, 
for he was excluded from the house of 
the Lord. And Jotham his son was over 
the king’s household, governing the 
people of the land. 

22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzzi'ah, 
from first to last, Isaiah the prophet the 
son of Amoz wrote. 23 And Uzzi'ah slept 
with his fathers, and they buried him 
with his fathers in the burial field which 
belonged to the kings, for they said, 
“He is a leper.” And Jotham his son 
reigned in his stead. 

Jotham was twenty-five years 
old whep he began to reign, and 
he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 
His mother’s name was Jeru'shah the 
daughter of Zadok. 2 And he did what 
was right in the eyes of the Lord ac¬ 
cording to all that his father Uzzi'ah had 
done— only he did not invade the tem¬ 
ple of the Lord. But the people still fol¬ 
lowed corrupt practices. 3 He built the 
upper gate of the house of the Lord, 
and did much building on the wall of 

26.20-23: 2 Kings 15.5-7. 27.1-3: 2 Kings 15.33-35. 


Ophel. 4 Moreover he built cities in the 
hill country of Judah, and forts and 
towers on the wooded hills. 5 He fought 
with the king of the Ammonites and 
prevailed against them. And the Am¬ 
monites gave him that year a hundred 
talents of silver, and ten thousand cors 
of wheat and ten thousand of barley. 
The Ammonites paid him the same 
amount in the second and the third 
years. 6 So Jotham became mighty, be¬ 
cause he ordered his ways before the 
Lord his God. 7 Now the rest of the acts 
of Jotham, and all his wars, and his 
ways, behold, they are written in the 
Book of the Kings of Israel and Judah. 
8 He was twenty-five years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem. 9 And Jotham slept 
with his fathers, and they buried him in 
the city of David; and .Ahaz his son 
reigned in his stead. 

Ahaz was twenty years old when 
&O he began to reign, and he reigned 
sixteen years in Jerusalem. And he did 
not do what was right in the eyes of the 
Lord, like his father David, 2 but 
walked in the ways of the kings of Israel. 
He even made molten images for the 
Ba'als 3 and he burned incense in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, and burned 
his sons as an offering, according to the 
abominable practices of the nations 
whom the Lord drove out before the 
people of Israel. 4 And he sacrificed and 
burned incense on the high places, and 
on the hills, and under every green tree. 

5 Therefore the Lord his God gave 
him into the hand of the king of Syria, 
who defeated him and took captive a 
great number of his people and brought 
them to Damascus, He was also given 
into the hand of the king of Israel, who 
defeated him with great slaughter. 6 For 
Pekah the son of Remali'ah slew a hun¬ 
dred and twenty thousand in Judah in 
one day, all of them men of valour, be¬ 
cause they had forsaken the Lord, the 
God of their fathers. 7 And Zichri, a 
mighty man of E'phraim, slew Ma¬ 
as ei'ah the king’s son and Azri'kam the 
commander of the palace and Elka'nah 
the next in authority to the king. 

8 The men of Israel took captive two 
hundred thousand of their kinsfolk, 
women, sons, and daughters; they also 
took much spoil from them and brought 
the spoil to Samar'ia. 9 But a prophet of 

273: 2 Kings 15.38. 28.1-4: 2 Kings 16.2-4. 
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the Lord was there, whose name was 
Odea; and he w ent out to meet the army 
that came to Samar ia, and said to them, 
“Behold, because the Lord, the God of 
your fatness, was angry with Judah, he 
gave them into your hand, but you have 
slain them in a rage which has reached 
up to heaver*. 10 And now you intend 
to subjugate the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem, male and female, as your 
slaves. Have you not sins of your own 
against the Lord your God? 11 Now 
hear me, and send back the captives 
from your kinsfolk whom you. have 
taken, for the fierce wrath nf the Lord 
is upon you.'* 12 Certain chiefs also of 
the .men of F'phraim, Arad'ah the son 
of Joha'nan, Berechi ah the son of 
Mcsliil lemoth, Jehizki'ah the son of 
Shallum. and Ama'sa the son ot Kad- 
iai> stood up against those who were 
coming from the war, *3 and said to 
them, "‘You shall not bring the cap¬ 
tives in here, for you propose to bring 
upon us guilt against the 1 ord in ad¬ 
dition. to our present sins and guilt. 
For our guilt A already great, and there 
is fierce wrath against Israel.” 14 So the 
.timed men left the captives and the 
spoil before the princes and all the 
assembly. i5 And the men who have been 
mentioned by name rose and took the 
captives, and with the spoil they 
clothed all that were naked among 
them; they clothed them, gave them 
sandals, provided them with food and 
drink, and anointed them; and carrying 
all the feeble among them on asses, they 
brought them to their kinsfolk at 
Jericho, the city of palm trees. Then 
they returned to Samar ia. 

16 At that time King Ahaz sent to the 
king r of Assyria for help. 17 For the 
E'domites had again invaded and de¬ 
feated Tudah, and carried away cap¬ 
tives. i*And the Philistines had made 
raids on the cities in the Shephe'lah and 
the Negeb of Judah, and had taken 
Beth-she'mesh, Ai'jalon, Gede'roth, 
Soco with its villages, Timnah with its 
villages, and Gimzo with its villages; 
and they settled there. 19 For the Lord 
brought Judah low because of Ahaz king 
of Israel, for he had dealt wantonly in 

i udah and had been faithless to the 
-ord. 20 So Til'gath-pilne'ser king of 
Assyria came against him, and afflicted 
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him instead of strengthening him. 
21 For Ahaz took from the house of the 
Lord and the house of the king and of 
the princes, and gave tribute to the king 
of Assyria; but it did not help him. 

22 In the time of his distress he be¬ 
came yet more faithless to the Lord— 
this same King Ahaz. 23 p or he sacri¬ 
ficed to the gods of Damascus which 
had defeated him, and said, “Because 
the gods of the kings of Syria helped 
them, I will sacrifice to them that they 
may help me.” Bur they were the luin 
of Inm, and of all Israel. 24 And .Ahaz 
gathered together the vessels of the 
house of God and cut in pieces the 
vessels of the house of God, and he shut 
up the doors of the house of the Lord; 
and he made himself altars in every 
comer of Jerusalem. - s In every city of 
Judah he made high places to bum in¬ 
cense to other gods, provoking to anger 
the Lord, the God oi his fathers. 26 Now 
the rest of .his acts and ail kis ways, from 
first to last, behold, they are written in 
the Book of the Kings of Judah and 
Israel. 27 And Ahaz slept with his fa¬ 
thers, aiid they buried him in the city, 
in Jerusalem, for they did not bring him 
into tne tombs of the kings of Israel. 
And Hezcki'ah his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Hezcki'ah began to reign when 
he was twenty-five years old, and 
he reigned twenty-nine years in Jeru¬ 
salem. His mother’s name was Abi'jah 
the daughter of Zeehari'ah. -And he did 
what was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
according to all that David his father 
had done. 

3 In the first year of his reign, in the 
first month, he opened the doors of the 
house of the Lord, and repaired them. 
4 He brought in the priests and the 
Levites, and assembled them in the 
square on the east, 5 and said to them, 
“Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify your¬ 
selves, and sanctify the house of the 
Lord, the God of your fathers, and 
carry out the filth from the holy place. 
6 For our fathers have been unfaithful 
and have done what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord our God; they have for¬ 
saken him, and have turned away their 
faces from the habitation of the Lord, 
and turned their backs. 7 They also 
shut the doors of the vestibule and put 


3 
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out the lamps, and have not burned in¬ 
cense or offered burnt offerings in the 
holy place to the God of Israel 8 There¬ 
fore the wrath of the Lord came on 
Judah and Jerusalem, and he has made 
them an object of horror, of astonish¬ 
ment, and of hissing, as you see with 
your own eyes. 9 For lo, our fathers have 
fallen by the sword and our sons and our 
daughters and our wives are in captivity 
for this. 10 Now it is in my heart to 
make a covenant with the Lord, the 
God of Israel, that his fierce anger may 
turn away from us. 11 My sons, do not 
now be negligent, for the Lord has 
chosen you to stand in his presence, to 
minister to him, and to be his ministers 
and bum incense to him.” 

12 Then the Levites arose, Mahath 
the son of Ama'sai, and Jo'el the son of 
Azari'ah, of the sons of the Ko'ha- 
thites; and of the sons of Merar'.i, Kish 
the son of Abdi, and Azari ah the son of 
JehaTlelel; and of the Gershonites, Jo - 
ah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the 
son of Jo'ah; 13 and of the sons of Eliza 
phan, Shimri and Jeu'el; and of the sons 
of Asaph, Zechari'ah and Mattani'ah; 
14 and of the sons of Heman, Jehu'el and 
Shim'e-i; and of the sons of Jedu'thun, 
Shemai'ah and Uz'ziel. 15 They gath¬ 
ered their brethren, and sanctified 
themselves, and went in as the king had 
commanded, by the words of the Lord, 
to cleanse the house of the Lord. 16 The 
priests went into the inner part of the 
house of the Lord to cleanse it, and they 
brought out all the uncleanness that 
they found in the temple of the Lord 
into the court of the house of the Lord; 
and the Levites took it and carried it out 
to the brook Kidron. * 7 They began to 
sanctify on the first day of the first 
month, and on the eighth day of the 
month they came to the vestibule of the 
Lord; then for eight days they sancti¬ 
fied the house of the Lord, and on the 
sixteenth day of the first month they 
finished. 18 Then they went in to Heze- 
ki'ah the king and said, “We have 
cleansed all the house of the Lord, the 
altar of burnt offering and all its uten¬ 
sils, and the table for the showbread and 
all its utensils. 19 A11 the utensils which 
King Ahaz discarded in his reign when 
he was faithless, we have made ready 
and sanctified; and behold, they are 
before the altar of the Lord.” 

20 Then Hezeki'ah the king rose 


early and gathered the officials of the 
city, and went up to the house of the 
Lord. 21 And they brought seven bulls, 
seven rams, seven lambs, and seven 
he-goats for a sin offering for the king¬ 
dom and for the sanctuary and for 
Judah. And he commanded the priests 
the sons of Aaron to offer them on the 
altar of the Lord. 22 So they killed the 
bulls, and the priests received the blood 
and threw it against the altar; and they 
killed the rams and their blood was 
thrown against the altar; and they killed 
the lambs and their blood was thrown 
against the altar. 23 Then the he-goats 
for the sin offering were brought to the 
king and the assembly, and they laid 
their hands upon them, 24 and the 
priests killed them end made a sin of¬ 
fering with their blood on the altar, to 
make atonement for all Israel For the 
king commanded that the burnt offering 
and the sin offering should be made for 
all Israel. 

25 And he stationed the Levites in 
the house of the Lord with cymbals, 
harps, and lyres, according to the com¬ 
mandment of David and of Gad the 
king’s seer and of Nathan the prophet; 
for the commandment was from the 
Lord through his prophets. 26 The 
Levites stood with the instruments of 
David, and the priests with the trum¬ 
pets. 27 Then Hezeki'ah commanded 
that the burnt offering be offered on the 
altar. And when the burnt offering be¬ 
gan, the song to the Lord began also, 
and the trumpets, accompanied by the 
instruments of David king of Israel 
28 The whole assembly worshipped, and 
the singers san$, and the trumpeters 
sounded; all this continued until the 
burnt offering was finished. 29 When 
the offering was finished, the king and 
all who were present with him bowed 
themselves and worshipped. 30 And 
Hezeki'ah the king and the princes com¬ 
manded the Levites to sing praises to 
the Lord with the words 01 David and 
of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises 
with gladness, and they bowed down 
and worshipped. 

31 Then Hezeki'ah said, “You have 
now consecrated yourselves to the 
Lord; come near, bring sacrifices and 
thank offerings to the house of the 
Lord.” And the assembly brought 
sacrifices and thank offerings; and all 
who were of a willing heart brought 
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burnt offerings. 32 The number of the 
burnt offerings which the assembly 
brought was seventy bulls, a hundred 
rams, and two hundred lambs; all these 
were for a burnt offering to the Lord. 
■"And the consecrated offerings were six 
hundred bulls and three thousand 
sheep. 34 But the priests were too few 
and could not flay all the burnt offer¬ 
ings, so until other priests had sancti¬ 
fied themselves their brethren the Le- 
vites helped them, until the work was 
finished—for the Levites were more up¬ 
right in heart than the priests in sancti¬ 
fying themselves. 35 Besides the great 
number of burnt offerings there was the 
fat of the peace offerings, and there 
were the libations for the burnt offer¬ 
ings. Thus the service of the house of 
the Lord was restored. 36 And Hezcki'ah 
and all the people rejoiced because of 
what God had done for the people; for 
the thing came about suddenly. 

Tf| Hezcki'ah sent to all Israel and 
3™ Judah, and wrote tetters also to 
E'phraim and Manas seh, that they 
should come to the house of the Lord 
at Jerusalem, to keep the passover to the 
Lord the God of Israel. 2 For the king 
turd his princes and all the assembly in 
Jerusalem had taken counsel to keep the 
passover in the second month— 3 for 
they could not keep it in its time because 
the priests had not sanctified themselves 
in sufficient number, nor had the people 
assembled in Jerusalem— 4 and the plan 
seemed right to the king and all the 
assembly. 5 So they decreed to make a 
proclamation throughout all Israel, 
from Beer-sheba to Dan, that the people 
should come and keep the passover to 
the Lord die God of Israel, at Jeru¬ 
salem; for they had not kept it in great 
numbers as prescribed. So couriers 
went throughout all Israel and Judah 
with letters from the king and his 
princes, as the king had commanded, 
saying, “O people of Israel, return to 
the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Israel, that he may turn again to the 
remnant of you who have escaped from 
the hand of the kings of Assyria. 7 Do 
not be like your fathers and your breth¬ 
ren, who were faithless to the Lord God 
of their fathers, so that he made them a 
desolation, as you see. 8 Do not now be 
stiff-necked as your fathers were, but 
yield yourselves to the Lord, and come 
to his sanctuary, which he has sanctified 


for ever, and serve the Lord your God, 
that his fierce anger may turn away from 
you. 9 For if you return to the Lord, 
your brethren and your children will 
find compassion with their captors, and 
return to this land. For the Lord your 
God is gracious and merciful, and will 
not turn away his face from you, if you 
return to him.” 

10 So the couriers went from city to 
city through the country of E'phraim 
and Manas's eh, and as far as Zeb'- 
ulun; but they laughed them to scorn, 
and mocked them, h Only a few men of 
Asher, of Manas'seh, and of Zeb'ulun 
humbled themselves and came to Jeru¬ 
salem. 12 The hand of God was also 
upon Judah to give them one heart to do 
what the king and the princes com¬ 
manded by the word of the Lord. 

13 .And many people came together 
in Jerusalem to keep the feast of un¬ 
leavened bread in the second month, a 
very great assembly. 14 They set to work 
and removed the .altars that were in 
Jerusalem, and all the altars for burning 
incense they took away and threw into 
the Kidron valley. *- s And they killed the 
passover lamb on the fourteenth day of 
the second month. And the priests and 
the Levites were, put to shame, so that 
they sanctified themselves, and brought 
burnt offerings into the house of the 
Lord. 16 They took their accustomed 
posts according to the law of Moses the 
man of God; the priests sprinkled the 
blood which they received from the 
hand of the Levites. 17 For there were 
many in the assembly who had not 
sanctified themselves; therefore the 
Levites had to kill the passover lamb 
for every one who was not clean, to 
make it holy to the Lord. IS For a 
multitude of the people, many of them 
from E'phraim, Manas seh, Is'sachar, 
and Zeb'ulun, had not cleansed them¬ 
selves, yet they ate the passover other¬ 
wise than as prescribed. For Hezeki'ah 
had prayed for them, saying, ‘‘The good 
Lord pardon every one 19 who sets his 
heart to seek God, the Lord the God of 
his fathers, e^en though not according 
to the sanctuary’s rules of cleanness. 
20 And the Lord heard Hezcki'ah, and 
healed the people. 21 And the people of 
Israel that were present at Jerusalem 
kept the feast of unleavened bread seven 
days with great gladness; and the Le¬ 
vites and the priests praised the Lord 
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day by day, singing with all their 
might* to the Lord. 22 And Hezeki'ah 
spoke encouragingly to all the Levites 
who showed good skill in the service of 
the Lord. So the people ate the food of 
the festival for seven days, sacrificing 
peace offerings and giving thanks to the 
Lord the God of their fathers. 

23 Then the whole assembly agreed 
together to keep the feast for another 
seven days; so they kept it for another 
seven days with gladness. 24 For Hezc- 
ki'ah king of Judah gave the assembly a 
thousand bulls and seven thousand 
sheep for offerings, and the princes gave 
the assembly a thousand bulls and ten 
thousand sheep. And the priests sancti¬ 
fied themselves in great numbers 
25 The whole assembly of Judah, and 
the priests and the Levites, and the 
whole assembly that came out of Israel, 
and the sojourners who came out of the 
land of Israel, and the sojourners who 
dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. 26 So there was 
great ioy in Jerusalem, for since the 
time of Solomon the son of David king 
of Israel there had been nothing like 
this in Jerusalem. 27 Then the priests 
and the Levites arose and blessed the 
people, and their voice was heard, and 
their prayer came to his holy habitation 
in heaven. 

Now when all this was finished, 
O JL all Israel who were present went 
out to the cities of Judah and broke in 
pieces the pillars and hewed down the 
Ashe rim and broke down the high 
places and the altars throughout all 
Judah and Benjamin, and in E phraim 
and Manas'seh, until they had de¬ 
stroyed them all. Then all the people of 
Israel returned to their cities, every man 
to his possession. 

2 And Hezeki'ah appointed the di¬ 
visions of the priests and of the Levites, 
division by division, each according to 
his service, the priests and the Levites, 
for burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
to minister in the gates of the camp of 
the Lord and to give thanks and praise. 

3 The contribution of the king from his 
own possessions was for the burnt of¬ 
ferings; the burnt offerings of morning 
and evening, and the burnt offerings for 
the sabbaths, the new moons, and the 
appointed feasts, as it is written in the 
law of the Lord. 4 And he commanded 
the people who lived in Jerusalem to 

9 Compare 1 Ckron 13.8: Heb with instrument! of might 


give the portion due to the priests and 
the Levites, that they might give them¬ 
selves to the law of the Lord. 5 As soon 
as the command was spread abroad, the 
people of Israel gave in abundance the 
first fruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and 
of all the produce of the field; and they 
brought in abundantly the tithe of 
everything. 6 And the people of Israel 
and Judah who lived in the cities of 
Judah also brought in the tithe of cattle 
and sheep, and the dedicated things^ 
which had been consecrated to the Lord 
their God, and laid them in heaps. 7 In 
the third month they began to pile up 
the heaps, and finished them in the 
seventh month. 8 When Hezeki'ah and 
the princes came and saw the heaps, 
they blessed the Lord and his people 
Israel, y And Hezeki'ah questioned the 
priests and the Levites about the heaps. 

1 °Azari ah the chief priest, who was of 
the house of Zadok, answered him, 
“Since they began to bring the con¬ 
tributions into the house of the Lord 
we have eaten and had enough and have 
plenty left; for the Lord has blessed his 
people, so that we have tins great store 
left.” 

11 Then Hezeki'ah commanded them 
to prepare chambers in the house of the 
Lord; and they prepared them. ,2 And 
they faithfully brought in the contribu¬ 
tions, the tithes and the dedicated 
things. The chief officer in charge of 
them was Conani'ah the Levite, with 
Shim'e-i his brother as second ; 13 while 
Jehi'el, Azazi'ah, Nahath, As'ahel, Jer'- 
imoth, Jo'zabad, Eli'el, Ismachi'ah, 
Mahath, and Benai'ah were overseers 
assisting Conani'ah and Shim'e-i his 
brother, by the appointment of Hezeki'¬ 
ah the king and Azari'ah the chief officer 
of the house of God. ,4 And Ko're the 
son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the 
east gate, was over the freewill offerings 
to God, to apportion the contribution 
reserved for the Lord and the most holy 
offerings. 15 Eden, Mini'amin, Jeshua, 
Shemai'ah, Amari'ah, and Shecani'ah 
were faithfully assisting him in the cities 
of the priests, to distribute the portions 
to their brethren, old and young alike, 
by divisions, 16 except those enrolled by 
genealogy, males from three years old 
and upwards, all who entered the house 
of the Lord as the duty of each day re¬ 
quired, for their service according to 

‘Heb the tithe of the dedicated things 
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their offices, by their divisions. * 7 The 
enrolment of the priests was according 
to their fathers' houses; 'that of the 
Devices from twenty years old and up¬ 
wards was according to their offices, by 
their divisions. 38 i he priests ‘*ere en¬ 
rolled with all their iirtle children, their 
wives, their sons, and their daughters, 
the whole multitude:, for they were 
faithful in keeping themselves holy. 
ly And for the sons of Aaron, the priests, 
who were in the fields of common land 
belonging to their cities, there were men 
in the several cities who were designated 
by name to distribute portions to every’ 
male junong the priest;, and to every one 
among the Levices who was enrolled. 

20 Thus Hezeki'ah did throughout 
ail Judah; and he did what was good and 
right and faithful before the Lord his 
God. 7l And every wc»k that he under¬ 
took in the service of the house of God 
and in accordance with the law and the 
conunandments, seeking ins God, he 
did with all liis bean, and prospered. 

.7 ^ After these things and these acts 
of faithfulness Sennach erib king 
of Assyria came find invaded J udah and 
encamped against the fortified cities, 
thinking to win them for himself. -'And 
when Hezeki ah saw that Sennach erib 
had come and intended to fight against 
Jerusalem, 3 he planned with his officers 
and his mighty men to stop the water of 
the springs that were outside the city; 
and they helped him. 4 A great many 
people were gathered, and they stopped 
all the springs and the brook that flowed 
through the land, saying, “Why should 
the kings of Assyria come and find much 
water?’ s lie set to work resolutely and 
built up all the wall that was broken 
down, and raised towers upon it," and 
outside it he built another wall; and he 
strengthened the Millo in the city of 
David. He also made weapons and 
shields in abundance. 6 And he set com¬ 
bat commanders over the people, and 
gathered them together to him in the 
square at the gate of the city* and spoke 
encouragingly to them, saying, 7 “Be 
strong and of good courage. Do not be 
afraid or dismayed before the king of 
Assyria and all the horde that is with 
him; for there is one greater with us 
than with him. 8 With him is an arm of 
flesh; but with us is the Lord our God, 

v Vg: Heb and raised upon the towers 


to help us and to fight our battles/* And 
the people took confidence from the 
words of Hezeki'ah king of Judah. 

9 After this Sennach'erib king of 
Assyria, who was besieging Lachish 
with all his forces, sent his servants to 
Jerusalem to Hezeki'ah king of Judah 
and to all the. people of Judah that were 
in Jerusalem, saying, }0 “Thus say* 
Sennach'erib king of Assyria, ‘On what 
are you idying, that you stand siege in 
Jerusalem? 11 Is not Hezeki'ah mislead¬ 
ing you, that he may give you over to die 
by famine and by thirst, when he tell* 
you, ‘The Lord our God will deliver 
us from the hand of the king of As¬ 
syria"? n Has not this same Hezeki'ah 
taken away his high places and his altar* 
and commanded Judah and Jerusalem. 
“Before one altar you shall worship, and 
upon it you shall burn your sacrifices"? 
n Do you not know what I and my 
fathers have done to all the peoples of 
other lands? Were the gods of the na¬ 
tions of those lands at all able to deliver 
their lands out of my hand? 14 Who 
among all the gods of those nation* 
which my fathers utterly destroyed was 
able to deliver his people from my hand, 
that your God should be able to deliver 
you from my hand? 55 Now therefore do 
not let Kczeki ah deceive you or mislead 
you in this fashion, and do not believe 
him, for no god of any nation or king¬ 
dom has been able to deliver his people 
from my hand or from the hand of my 
fathers. How much less will your God 
deliver you out of my hand!* ” 

16 And his servants said still more 
against the Lord God and against hi* 
servant Hezeki'ah. 17 And he wrote 
letters to cast contempt on the Lord 
the God of Israel and to speak against 
him, saying, “Like the gods of the na¬ 
tions of the lands who have not de¬ 
livered their people from my hands, sc* 
the God of Hezeki'ah will not deliver 
his people from my hand/' 18 And they 
shouted it with a loud voice in the 
language of Judah to the people of 
Jerusalem who were upon the wall, to 
frighten and terrify them, in order that 
they might take the city. * 9 And they 
spoke of the God of Jerusalem as they 
spoke of the gods of the peoples of the 
earth, which are the work of men’s 
hands. 
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20 Then Hezeki'ah the king and 
Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, 
prayed because of this and cried to 
heaven. 21 And the Lord sent an angel, 
who cut off all the mighty warriors and 
commanders and officers in the camp of 
the king of Assyria. So he returned with 
shame of face to his own land. And 
when he came into the house of his god, 
some of his own sons struck him down 
there with the sword. 22 So the Lord 
saved Hezeki'ah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem from the hand of Sennach ¬ 
erib king of Assyria and from the hand 
of all his enemies ; and he gave them 
rest on every side. 23 And many brought 
gifts to the Lord to Jerusalem and 
precious things to Hezeki 'ah king of Ju¬ 
dah, so that he was exalted in the sight 
of all nations from that time onward. 

24 In those days Hezeki'ah, became 
sick and was at the point of death, and 
he prayed to the Lord; and he answered 
him and gave him a sign, 25 But Heze¬ 
ki'ah did not make return according to 
the benefit done to him, for his heart 
was proud. Therefore wrath came upon 
him and Judah and Jerusalem. 26 But 
Hezeki'ah humbled himself for the 
ride of his heart, both he and the in- 
abitants of Jerusalem, so that the 
wrath of the Lord did not come upon 
them in the days of Hezeki'ah. 

27 And Hezeki'ah had very great 
riches and honour; and he made for 
himself treasuries for silver, for gold, 
for precious stones, for spices, for 
shields, and for all kinds of costly 
vessels; 28 storehouses also for the 
yield of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls 
for all kinds of cattle, and sheepfolds. 
29 He likewise provided cities for him¬ 
self, and flocks and herds in abundance; 
for God had given him very great pos¬ 
sessions. 30 This same Hezeki'ah dosed 
the upper outlet of the waters of Gihon 
and directed them down to the west side 
of the city of David. And Hezeki'ah 
prospered in all his works. 31 And so in 
the matter of the envoys of the princes 
of Babylon, who had been sent to him to 
inquire about the sign that had been 
done in the land, God left him to him¬ 
self, in order to try him and to know all 
that was in his bean. 

32 Now the rest of the acts of Heze¬ 
ki'ah, and his good deeds, behold, they 
are written in the vision of Isaiah the 

32.24-33: 2 Kings 20.1-21. 33.1-9: 2 Kings 21.1-9. 


prophet the son of Amoz, in the Book 
of the Kings of Judah and Israel. 33 And 
Hezeki'ah slept with his fathers, and 
they buried him in the ascent of the 
tombs of the sons of David; and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
did him honour at his death. And Ma- 
nas'seh his son reigned in his stead. 

Manas'seh was twelve years old 
33 when he began to reign, and he 
reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 

2 He did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to the abominable 
practices of the nations whom the Lord 
drove out before the people of Israel. 

3 For he rebuilt the high places which 
his father Hezeki'ah had broken down, 
and erected altars to the Ba'als, and 
made Ashe'rahs, and worshipped all the 
host of heaven, and served them. 4 And 
he built altars in the house of the Lord, 
of which the Lord had said, “In Jeru¬ 
salem shall my name be for ever,” 5 And 
he built altars for all the host of heaven 
in the two courts of the house of the 
Lord, 6 And he burned his sons as an 
offering in the valley of the son of Hin- 
nom, and practised soothsaying and 
augury and sorcery, and dealt with 
mediums and with wizards. He did 
much evil in the sight of the Lord, 
provoking him to anger. 7 And the image 
of the idol which he had made he set m 
the house of God, of which God said to 
David and to Solomon his son, “In this 
house, and in Jerusalem, which I have 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I 
will put my name for ever; 8 and I will 
no more remove the foot of Israel from 
the land which I appointed for your 
fathers, if only they will be careful to 
do all that I have commanded them, all 
the law, the statutes, and the ordinances 
given through Moses.” 9 Manas'seh 
seduced Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, so that they did more evil 
than the nations whom the Lord de¬ 
stroyed before the people of Israel. 

10 The Lord spoke to Manas'seh and 
to his people, but they gave no heed. 
11 Therefore the Lord brought upon 
them the commanders of the army of 
the king of Assyria, who took Manas'seh 
with hooks and bound him with fetters 
of bronze and brought him to Babylon. 
12 And when he was in distress he en¬ 
treated the favour of the Lord his God 
and humbled himself greatly before the 
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God of his fathers. 13 He prayed to him, the people of the land made Josi'ah his 
and God received his entreaty and son king in his stead, 
heard his supplication and brought him 2 4 Josi'ah was eight years old when 
again to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Ot 1 he began to reign, and he reigned 
Then Manas'seh knew that the Lord thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 He did 
was God. what was right in the eyes of the Lord* 

14 Afterwards he built an outer wall and walked in the ways of David his 
for the city of David west of Gibon, in father; and he did not turn aside to the 
the valley, and for the entrance into the right or to the left. 3 For in the eighth 
Fish Gate, and carried ir round Ophel, year of his reign, while he was yet a boy* 
and raised it to a very great height; he he began to seek the God of David his 
also put commanders of the army in all father; and in the twelfth year he began 
the fortified cities in Judah. 15 And he to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the 
took away the foreign gods and the idol high places, the Ashe'rim, and the 
from the house of the Lord, and all the graven and the molten images. 4 And 
altars that he had built on the mountain they broke down the altars of the Ba'als 
of the house of the Lord and in Jeru- in his presence; and he hewed down the 
salem, and he threw them outside of incense altars which stood above them; 
the city. 1* He also restored the altar of and he broke in pieces the Ashe "rim and 
the Lord and offered upon it sacrifices the graven and the molten images, and 
of peace offerings and of thanksgiving; he made dust of them and strewed it 
and he commanded Judah to serve the over die graves of those who had sacri- 
Lord the God of Israel. 17 Nevertheless heed to them. 5 He also burned the 
die people still sacrificed at the high bones of the priests on their altars, and 
places, but only to the Lord their God. purged Judah and Jerusalem. 6 And in 
.18 Now the rest of the acts of Manas'- the cities of Manas'seh, E'phraim, and 
sen, and his prayer to his God, and the Simeon, and as far as Naph tali, in their 
words of the seers who spoke to him in ruins 14 ’ round about, 7 he broke down 
:he name of the Lord the God of Israel, ihe altars, and beat the Ashe rim and the 
behold, they are in the Chronicles of the images into powder, and hewed down 
Kings of Israel. 19 And his prayer, and all the incense altars throughout all the 
how God received his entreaty, and all land of Israel. Then he returned to 
his sin and his faithlessness, and the Jerusalem. 

sites on which he built high places and 8 Now in the eighteenth year of his 
set up the Ashe rim and the images, be- reign, when he had purged the land and 
fore he humbled himself, behold, they the house, he sent Shaphan the son of 
are written in the Chronicles of the Azali'ah, and Ma-asei ah the governor 
Seers . v 20 So Manas'seh slept with his rtf the city, and Jo'ah the son of Jo'ahaz, 
fathers, and they buried him in his the recorder, to repair the house of the 
house; and Amon his son reigned in his Lord his God. 9 They came to Hilki'aht 
stead. the high priest and delb ored the money 

21 Anion was twenty-two years old that had been brought into the house of 
when he began to reign, and he reigned God, which the Levites, the keepers of 
two years in Jerusalem. 22 He did what the threshold, had collected from Ma- 
was evil in die sight of the Lord, as nas'seh and E phraim and from all the 
Manas'seh his father had done. Amon remnant of Israel and from all Judah 
sacrificed to all the images that Manas'- and Benjamin and from the inhabitants 
seh his father had made, and served of Jerusalem. 10 They delivered it to the 
them. 23 And he did not humble himself workmen who had the oversight of the 
before the Lord, as Manas'seh his house of the Lord; and the workmen 
father had humbled himself, but this who were working in the house of the 
Amon incurred guilt more and more. Lord gave it for repairing and restoring 
24 And his servants conspired against the house. 11 They gave it to the car- 
him and killed him in his house. *5 But penters and the builders to buy quarried 
the people of the land slew all those who stone, and timber for binders and beams 
had conspired against King Amon; and for the buildings which the kings of 

* One Ms: Gk: Heb of Hozai w Heb uncertain 
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Judah had let go to ruin. 12 And the men 
did the work faithfully. Over them were 
set Jahath and Obadi'ah the Levites, of 
the sons of Merar'i, and Zechari'ah and 
Meshullam, of the sons of the Ko - 
hathites, to have oversight. The Levites, 
all who were skilful with instruments of 
music, 13 were over the burden. bearers 
and directed all who did work in every 
kind of service; and some of the Levites 
were scribes, and officials, and gate¬ 
keepers. 

14 While they were bringing out the 
money that had been brought into the 
house of the Lord, Hilki'ah the priest 
found the book of the law of the Lord 
given through Moses. 15 Then Hilki ah 
said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have 
found the book of the law in the house 
of the Lord”; and Hilki'ah gave the 
book to Shaphan, 16 Shaphan brought 
the book to the king, and further re¬ 
ported to the king, “AH that was com¬ 
mitted to your servants they are doing. 

17 They have emptied out the money 
that was found in the house of the Lord 
and have delivered it into the hand of 
the overseers and the workmen.” 

18 Then Shaphan the secretary told the 
king, “Hilki'ah the priest has given me a 
book.” And Shaphan read At before the 
king. 

19 When the king heard the words of 
the law he rent his clothes. 20 And the 
king commanded Hilki'ah, Ahi'kam the 
son of Shaphan, Abdon. the son of 
Micah, Shaphan the secretary, and 
Asa'iah the king’s servant, saying, 
21 “Go, inquire of the Lord for me and 
for those who are left in Israel and in 
Judah, concerning the words of the 
book that has been found; for great is 
the wrath of the Lord that is poured out 
on us, because our fathers have not kept 
the word of the Lord, to do according 
to all that is written in this book.” 

22 So Hilki'ah and those whom the 
king had sent* went to Huldah the 
prophetess, the wife of Shalium the son 
of Tokhath, son of Hasrah, keeper of 
the wardrobe (now she dwelt in Jeru¬ 
salem in the Second Quarter) and 
spoke to her to that effect. 23 And she 
said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent 
you to me ? 24 Thus says the Lord, 
Behold, I will bring evil upon this place 

* Syr Vg: Heb lacks had seta 
SSj-lSi 2 Kings 23.21-23. 


and upon its inhabitants, all the curses 
that are written in the book which was 
read before the king of Judah. 25 Be¬ 
cause they have forsaken me and have 
burned incense to other gods, that they 
might provoke me to anger with all the 
works of their hands, therefore my 
wrath will be poured out upon this 
place and will not be quenched. 26 But 
to the king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of the Lord, thus shall you say 
to him. Thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel: Regarding the words which you 
have heard, 27 because your heart was 
penitent and you humbled yourself be¬ 
fore God when you heard his words 
against this place and its inhabitants, 
and you have humbled yourself before 
me, and have rent your clothes and wept 
before me, I also have heard you, says 
the Lord. 28 Behold, I will gather you 
to your fathers, and you shall be gath¬ 
ered to your grave in peace, and your 
eyes shall, not see all the evil which I will 
bring upon this place and its in¬ 
habitants,* ” And they brought back 
word to the king. 

29 Then the king sent and gathered 
together all the elders of Judah and 
Jerusalem. 30 And the king went up to 
the house of the Lord, with all the men 
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru¬ 
salem and the priests and the Levites, all 
the people both great and small; and he 
read in their hearing all the words of the 
book of the covenant which had been 
found in the house of the Lord. 31 And 
the king stood in his place and made a 
covenant before the Lord, to walk after 
the Lord and to keep his command¬ 
ments and his testimonies and his 
statutes, with all his heart and all his 
soul, to perform the words of the cove¬ 
nant that were written in this book. 
32 Then he made all who were present 
in Jerusalem and in Benjamin stand to 
it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did 
according to the covenant of God, the 
God of their fathers. 33 And Josiah took 
away all the abominations from all the 
territory that belonged to the people of 
Israel, and made all who were in Israel 
serve the Lord their God. All his days 
they did not turn away from following 
the Lord the God of their fathers. 

1C Josi'ah kept a passover to the 
Lord in Jerusalem; and they 
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killed the passover lamb on the four¬ 
teenth day of the first month. 2 He 
appointed the priests to their offices and 
encouraged them in the service of the 
house of the Lord, 3 And he said to the 
Levites who taught all Israel and who 
were holy to the Lord, “Put the holy 
ark in the house which Solomon the son 
of David, king of Israel, built ; you need 
no longer carry it upon your shoulders. 
Now serve the Lord your God and his 
people. Israel 4 Prepare yourselves ac¬ 
cording to your fathers’ houses by your 
divisions, following the directions of 
David king of Israel and the directions 
of Solomon his son. 5 And stand in the 
holy place according to the groupings of 
the fathers’ houses of your brethren the 
lay people, and let there be for each a 
part of a father’s house of the Levites ,v 
*And kill the passover lamb, and sancti¬ 
fy yourselves, and prepare for your 
brethren, to do according to the word 
of the Lord by Moses.” 

7 Then Josi'ah contributed to the lay 
people, as passover offerings for all that 
were present, lambs and ktds from the 
flock to the number of thirty thousand, 
and three thousand bulls; these were 
from the king’s possessions. 8 And his 
princes contributed Willingly to the 
people, to the priests, and to the Le¬ 
vites. Hilki'ah, Zecbari'ah, and J chi'el, 
the chief officers of the house of God, 
gave to the priests for the passover of¬ 
ferings two thousand six hundred 
lambs and kids and three hundred bulls. 
9 Conani ah also, and Shemai'ah and 
Nethan'e! his brothers, and Hashabi'ah 
and Je-i'el and Jo'zabad, the chiefs of 
the Levites, gave to the Levites for the 
passover offerings five thousand lambs 
and kids and five hundred bulls. 

10 When the service had been pre¬ 
pared for, the priests stood in their 
place, and the Levites in their divisions 
according to the king’s command. 11 And 
they killed the passover lamb, and the 
priests sprinkled the blood which they 
received from them while the Levites 
flayed the victims. 12 And they set aside 
the burnt offerings that they might dis¬ 
tribute them according to the groupings 
of the fathers* houses of the lay people, 
to offer to the Lord, as it is written in 
the book of Moses. And so they did with 
the bulls. 13 And they roasted the pass- 
over lamb with fire according to the 
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ordinance; and they boiled the holy 
offerings in pots, in cauldrons, and in 
pans, and carried them quickly to all the 
lay people. 14 And afterward they pre¬ 
pared for themselves and for the priests, 
because the priests the sons of Aaron 
were busied in offering the burnt of¬ 
ferings and the fat parts until night; so 
the Levites prepared for themselves and 
for the priests the sons of Aaron. 15 The 
singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their 
place according to the command of 
David, and Asaph, and Heman, and 
Jedu'thun the king’s seer ; and the gate¬ 
keepers were a* each gate; they did. not 
need to depart from then service, for 
their brethren the Levites prepared for 
them. 

16 So all the service of the Lord was 
prepared that day, to keep the passover 
and to offer burnt offerings on the altar 
of the Lord, according to the command 
of King Josi'ah. 17 And the people of 
Israel who were present kept the pass- 
over at that time, and the feast of un¬ 
leavened bread seven days. 18 No pass- 
over like it had been kept in Israel since 
the days of Samuel the prophet; none of 
the kings of Israel had kept such a pass- 
over as was kept by Josi'ah, and the 
priests and the Levites, and all Judah 
and Israel who were present, and the in¬ 
habitants of Jerusalem. 10 In the eight¬ 
eenth year of the reign of Josi'ah this 
passover was kept. 

20 After all this, when Josi'ah had 
prepared the temple, Neco king of 
Egypt went up to fight at Car'chemish 
on the Eu-phra'tes and Josi'ah went out 
against him. 21 But he sent envoys to 
him, saying, “What have we to do with 
each other, king of Judah? I am not 
coming against you this day , but against 
the house with which I am at war; and 
God has commanded me to make haste. 
Cease opposing God, who is with me, 
lest he destroy you.*’ 22 Nevertheless 
Josi'ah would not turn away from him, 
but disguised himself in order to fight 
with him. He did not listen to the words 
of Neco from the mouth of God, but 
joined battle in the plain of Megid'do. 
23 And the archers shot King Josi'ah; 
and the king said to his servants, “Take 
me away, for I am badly wounded.” 
24 So his servants took him out of the 
chariot and carried him in his second 
chariot and brought him to Jerusalem, 
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And he died, and was buried in the 
tombs of his fathers. All Judah and 
Jerusalem mourned for Josi'ah. 25 Jere¬ 
miah also uttered a lament for Josi'ah; 
and all the singing men and singing 
women have spoken of Josi'ah in their 
laments to this day. They made these an 
ordinance in Israel; behold, they are 
written in the Laments. 26 Now the rest 
of the acts of Josi'ah, and his good deeds 
according to what is written in the law 
of the Lord, 27 and his acts, first and 
last, behold, they are written in 
the Book of the Kings of Israel and 
Judah. 

The people of the land took 
3D Jeho'ahaz the son of Josi'ah and 
made him lung in his father’s stead in 
Jerusalem. 2 Jeho'ahaz was twenty- 
three years old when he began to reign; 
and he reigned three months in Jeru¬ 
salem. 3 Then the king of Egypt de¬ 
posed him in Jerusalem and laid upon 
the land a tribute of a hundred talents of 
silver and a talent of gold. 4 And the king 
of Egypt made Eli'akun Inis brother king 
over Judah and Jerusalem, and changed 
his name to Jehoi'akim; but Neco took 
Jeho'ahaz his brother and carried him 
to Egypt. 

5 Jehoi'akim was twenty-five years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He 
did what was evil in the sight of the 
Lord his God. & Against him came up 
Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon, and 
bound him in fetters to take him to 
Babylon. 7 Nebuchadnez zar also car¬ 
ried part of the vessels of the house of 
the Lord to Babylon and put them in 
his palace in Babylon. 8 Now the rest of 
the acts of Jehoi'akim, and the abomina¬ 
tions which he did, and what was found 
against him, behold, they are written in 
the Book of the Kings of Israel and 
Judah; and Jehoi'achin his son reigned 
in his stead. 

9 Jehoi'achin was eight years old 
when he began to reign, and he reigned 
three months and ten days in Jeru¬ 
salem. He did what was evil in the sight 
of the Lord, io In the spring of the year 
King Nebuchadnez'zar sent and brought 
him to Babylon, with the precious 
vessels of the house of the Lord, and 
made his brother Zedeki'ah king over 
Judah and Jerusalem. 
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11 Zedeki'ah was twenty-one years 
old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He 
did what was evil m the sight of the 
Lord his God. He did not humble him¬ 
self before Jeremiah the prophet, who 
spoke from the mouth of the Lord. 
13 He also rebelled against King Nebu¬ 
chadnez'zar, who had made him swear 
by God; he stiffened his neck and 
hardened his heart against turning to 
the Lord, the God of Israel. l4 All the 
leading priests and the people likewise 
were exceedingly unfaithful, following 
all the abominations of the nations; and 
they polluted the house of the Lord 
which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. 

15 The Lord, the God of their fa¬ 
thers, sent persistently to them by his 
messengers, because he had compassion 
on his people and on his dwelling place; 
16 but they kept mocking the messen¬ 
gers of God. despising his words, and 
scoffing at his prophets, till the wiath of 
die Lord rose against his people, till 
there was no remedy. 

17 Therefore he brought up against 
them the king of the Chalde'ans, who 
slew their young men with the sword in 
the house of their sanctuary, and had no 
compassion on young man or virgin, old 
man or aged; he gave them all into his 
hand. 18 And all the vessels of the house 
of God, gTeat and small, and the treas¬ 
ures of the house of the Lord, and die 
treasures of the king and of his princes, 
all these he brought to Babylon. ly And 
they burned the house of God, and 
broke down the wall of Jerusalem, and 
burned all its palaces with fire, and 
destroyed all its precious vessels. 20 He 
took into exile in Babylon those who had 
escaped from the sword, and they be¬ 
came servants to him and to his sons 
until the establishment of the kingdom 
of Persia, 21 to fulfil the word of the 
Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until 
the land had enjoyed its sabbaths. All 
the days that it lay desolate it kept sab¬ 
bath, to fulfil seventy years. 

22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king 
of Persia, that the word of the Lord by 
the mouth of Jeremiah might be accom¬ 
plished, die Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia so that he made 
a proclamation throughout all his king¬ 
dom and also put it in writing: 23 “Thus 
36JM0: 2 King* 24.8-17. 
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says T.yrus king of Persia, ‘The Lord, Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever 
the God of heaven, has given me ah the is among you of all his people, may the 
kingdoms of the e^ith, he has Lord his God be with him- Let him 

charged me to build him a house at go up.’ ” 


THE BOOK OF 



I ln the first year of Cyrus king of 1(5 thirty bowls of gold, two thousand^ 
Persia, that the word of the Lord four hundred and ten bowls of silver, 
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be and a thousand other vessels; 11 all the 
a.'eomphshed, the Lord stirred up the vessels of gold and of silver were five 
spin? of Cyrus king of Persia so that he thousand four hundred and sixty-nine. 6 
made a proclamation throughout all his All these did Shesh-baz'zar bring up, 
kingdom and also put it in. writing: when the exiles were brought up from 

2 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia * Babylonia to Jerusalem. 

The Lord, the God of heaven, has given Now these were the people of the 

me all the kingdoms of the earth, and be At province who came up out of the 
has charged me to build him a house at captivity of those exiles whom Nebu- 
Jcrusalem, which is in Judah 3 Who- chadnez'zar the king of Babylon had 
ever is among you of all his people, may carried captive to Babylonia; they re¬ 
ins God be with him, and let him go up turned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to 
to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and his own town. 2 They came with 
rebuild the house of the Lord, the God Zerub'babel, jeshua,Nehemi'ah, Serai- 
of Israel—he is the God who is in Jem- ah, Re-el-ai'ah, Mor'decai, Bilshan, 
salcm; 4 and let each survivor, in what- Mispar, Big'Vai, Rehum, and Ba'anah. 
ever place he sojourns, be assisted by 1 he number of the men of the people 
the men of his place with silver and of Israel: 3 the sons of Parosh, two thou- 
gold, with goods and with beasts, be- sand one hundred and seventy-two. 
sides freewill offerings for the house of 4 The sons of Shephati'ah, three hum- 
God which is in Jerusalem.” eked and seventy-two, 5 The sons of 

5 'Then rose up the heads of the fa- Arab, seven hundred and seventy-five, 
there’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, 6 The sons of Pahath-mo'ab, namely 
and the priests and the Levites, every the sons of Jeshua and Joab, two thou- 
one whose spirit God had stirred to go sand eight hundred and twelve. 7 The 
up to rebuild the house of the Lord sons of Elam, one thousand two hun- 
which is in Jerusalem; $ and all who dred and fifty-four. s The sons of 
were about them aided them with Zartu, nine hundred and forty-five, 
vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, 9 The sons of Zac cai, seven hundred 
with beasts, and with costly wares, be- and sixty. 10 The sons of Bani, six hun- 
sidcs all that was freely offered. 7 Cyrus dred and forty-two. 11 The sons of 
the king also brought out the vessels of Be'bai, six hundred and twenty-three, 
the house of the Lord which Nebu- 12 The sons of Azgad, one thousand two 
chadnez'zar had carried away from hundred and twenty-two. 13 The sons 
Jerusalem and placed in the house of his of Adorn'kam, six hundred and sixty- 
gods. 8 Cyrus king of Persia brought six, 14 The sons of Big'vai, two thousand 
these out in charge of Mith'redath the and fifty-six. 15 The sons of Adin, four 
treasurer, who counted them out to hundred and fifty-four. 16 The sons of 
Shesh-baz'zar the prince of Judah, Ater, namely of Hezeki'ah, ninety- 
9 And this was the number of them: a eight. 17 The sons of Be zai, three hun- 
thousand" basins of gold, a thousand dred and twenty-three. 18 The sons of 
basins of silver, twenty-nine censers, Jorah, one hundred and twelve. 19 The 

a 1 Etdras 2.13: Heb thirty * 1 Bsdras 2.13: Heb of a second sort 

* I Esdras 2.14: Heb five thousand four hundred 
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sons of Hashum, two hundred and 
twenty-three. 20 The sons of Gibbar, 
ninety-five. 21 The sons of Bethlehem, 
one hundred and twenty-three. 22 The 
men of Netoph ah, fifty-six. 23 The men 
of An'athoth, one hundred and twenty- 
eight. 24 The sons of Az'maveth, forty- 
two. 25 The sons of Kir'iathar'im, 
Chephi'rah, and Be-er'eth, seven hun¬ 
dred and forty-three. 26 The sons of 
Ramah and Geba, six hundred and 
twenty-one. 27 The men of Michmas, 
one hundred and twenty-two. 28 The 
men of Bethel and Ai, two hundred and 
twenty-three. 29 The sons of Nebo, 
fifty-two. 30 The sons of Magbish, one 
hundred and fifty-six. 31 The sons of the 
other Elam, one thousand two hundred 
and fifty-four. 32 The sons of Karim, 
three hundred and twenty. 33 The sons 
of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred 
and twenty-five. 34 The sons of Jericho, 
three hundred and forty-five. 35 The 
sons of Sena'ah, three thousand six 
hundred and thirty. 

36 The priests: the sons of Jedai'ah, 
of the house of Jeshua, nine hundred 
and seventy-three. 37 The sons of Im- 
mer, one thousand and fifty-two. 
38 The sons of Pashhur, one thousand 
two hundred and forty-seven. 39 The 
sons of Harim, one thousand and 
seventeen. 

40 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua 
and Kad'mi-el, of the sons of Hodavi'- 
ah, seventy-four. 41 The singers: the 
sons of Asaph, one hundred and twenty- 
eight. 42 The sons of the gatekeepers: 
the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, 
the sons of Talmon, the sons of Akkub, 
the sons of Hati'ta, and the sons of 
Sho'bai, in all one hundred and thirty- 
nine. 

43 The temple servants : d the sons of 
Ziha, the sons of Hasu'pha, the sons of 
Tabba'oth, 44 the sons of Keros, the 
sons of Si'aha, the sons of Padon, 45 the 
sons of Leba'nah, the sons of Hag'abah, 
the sons of Akkub, 46 the sons of Hagab, 
the sons of Shamlai, the sons of Hanan, 
47 the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, 
the sons of Re-ai'ah, 48 the sons of 
Rezin, the sons of Neko'da, the sons of 
Gazzam, 49 the sons of Uzza, the sons of 
Pase'ah, the sons of Besai, 50 the sons of 
Asnah, the sons of Me-u'nim, the sons 
of Nephi'sim, 51 the sons of Bakbuk, the 
sons of Haku'pha, the sons of Harhur, 
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52 the sons of Bazluth, the sons of 
Mehi'da, the sons of Harsha, 53 the sons 
of Barkos, the sons of Sis era, the sons 
of Temah, 34 the sons of Nezi 'ah, and 
the sons of Hati'pha. 

55 The sons of Solomon’s servants: 
the sons of So tai, the sons of Hasso'- 
phercth, the sons of Peru da, 50 the sons 
of Ja'alah, the sons of Daikon, the sons 
of Giddel, 57 the sons of Shcphati'ah, 
the sons of Hattil, the sons of Po'~ 
chereth-hazzeba'im, and the sons of 
Ami. 

58 All the temple servants 1d and the 
sons of Solomon’s servants were three 
hundred and mnety-two. 

59 The following were those who 
came up from Tci-me'lah, Tel-har sha. 
Cherub, Addan, and Immer, though 
they could not prove their fathers’ 
houses or their descent, whether they 
belonged to Israel: n0 the sons of De- 
la f iah, the sons of Tobi ah, and the sons 
of Neko'da, six hundred and fifty-two, 
61 Also, of the sons of the priests ■ the 
sons of Habai 'ah, the sons of Hukkoz, 
and the sons of Barzil'lai (who had taken 
a wife from the daughters of Barzii'lai 
the Gileadite, and was called by their 
namel These sought their registra¬ 
tion among those enrolled in the 
genealogies, but they were not found 
there, and so they were excluded from 
the priesthood as unclean; 03 the gov¬ 
ernor told them that they were not to 
partake of the most holy food, until 
there should be a priest to consult 
Urim and Thummim, 

64 T he whole assembly together was 
forty-two thousand three hundred and 
sixty, 65 besides their menservants and 
maidservants, of whom there were 
seven thousand three hundred and 
thirty-seven; and they had two hundred 
male and female singers. 66 Their 
horses were seven hundred and thirty- 
six, their mules were two hundred and 
forty-five, 67 their camels were four 
hundred and thirty-five, and their asses 
were six thousand seven hundred and 
twenty. 

65 Some of the heads of families, 
when they came to the house of the 
Lord which is in Jerusalem, made free¬ 
will offerings for the house of God, to 
erect it on its site; 69 according to their 
ability they gave to the treasury of the 
work sixty-one thousand dairies of gold. 
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five thousand minas of silver, and one 
hundred priests’ garments. 

70 The priests, rhe Levites, and some 
of the people lived in Jerusalem and its 
vicinity;'' and the singers, the gate¬ 
keepers, and the temple servants lived 
in their towns, and all Israel in their 
towns. 

When the seventh month came, 
and the sons of Israel were in the 
towns, the people gathered as one mar 
to Jerusalem. 2 Then arose Jeshua the 
son of Jo'zadak, with his fellow priests, 
and Zerub'babe! the son of She-al'ti-el 
with his kinsmen, and they buih the 
altar of the God oi Israel, to offer burnt 
offerings upon it, as it is written in the 
law of Moses the man of God. 3 They 
set the altar in its place, for fear was 
upon them because of the peoples of the 
lands, and they offered burnt offerings 
upon ir to the Lord, burnt offerings 
morning and evening. 4 And they kept 
the feast of booths, as it is written, and 
offered the daily burnt offerings by 
number according to the ordinance, as 
each da> required, - and after that the 
continual burnt offerings, rhe offerings 
at the new/ moon and at all the appointed 
feasts of the Lord, and the offerings o f 
every one who made a freewill offering 
to the Lord. 6 From the first day of the 
seventh month they began to offer burnt 
offerings to the Lord. Bin the founda¬ 
tion of the temple of the Lord was not 
yet laid. 7 So they gave money to the 
masons and the carpenters, and food, 
drink, and oil to the Sido'nians and the 
Tyrians to bring cedar trees from 
Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according 
to the grant which they had from Cyrus 
king of Persia. 

h’ Now in the second year of their 
coming to the house of God at Jeru¬ 
salem, in the second month, Zerub'- 
babel the son of She-al'ti-el and Jeshua 
the son of Jo'zadak made a beginning, 
together with the rest of their brethren, 
the priests and the Levites and all who 
had come to Jerusalem from the cap¬ 
tivity. They appointed the Levites, from 
twenty years old and upward, to have 
the oversight of the work of the house of 
the Lord. 9 And Jeshua with his sons 
and his kinsmen, and Kad'mi-el and his 
sons, the sons of Judah, together took 
the oversight of the workmen in the 
house of God, along with the sons of 

0 1 Eftdras 5.4b: Heb lacks lived in Jerusalem and in vici 


Hen'adad and the Levites, their sons 
and kinsmen. 

10 And when the builders laid the 
foundation of the temple of the Lord, 
the priests in their vestments came 
forward w'ith trumpets, and the Levites, 
the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to 
praise the Lord, according to the direc¬ 
tions of David king of Israel; 1J and 
they sang responsively, praising and 
giving thanks to the J-ORD, 

“For he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever toward Israel.” 

And al! the people shouted with a great 
shout, when they praised the. Lord, 
because the foundation of the house of 
the Lord was laid. 12 But many of the 
priests and Levites and heads of fathers* 
houses, old men who had seen the first 
house, wept with a loud voice when they 
saw the foundation of this house being 
laid, though many shouted aloud for 
joy ; 13 so that the people could not dis¬ 
tinguish the sound of the joyful shout 
from the sound of the people's weeping, 
for the people shouted with a great 
shout, and the sound was heard afar. 

4 Now when the adversaries of 
Judah and Benjamin heard that the 
returned exiles were building a temple 
to the Lori - ), the God of Israel, 2 they 
approached Zerub'babel and the heads 
of fathers* houses and said to them, 
“Let us build with you; for we worship 
your God as you do, and we have been 
sacrificing to him ever since the days of 
Esar-had'don king of Assyria who 
brought us here.” 3 But Zerub'babel, 
Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of 
fathers’ houses in Israel said to them, 
“You have nothing to do with us in 
building a house to our God; but we 
alone will build to the Lord, the God 
of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of 
Persia has commanded us.” 

4 Then the people of the land dis¬ 
couraged the people of Judah, and 
made them afraid to build, 5 and hired 
counsellors against them to frustrate 
their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king 
of Persia, even until the reign of Darius 
king of Persia. 

6 And in the reign of Ahasu-e'rus, in 
the beginning of his reign, they wrote 
an accusation against the inhabitants of 
Judah and Jerusalem. 

7 And in the days of Ar-ta-xerx'es, 



EZRA 4 414 Artaxerxes * decree 

Bishlam and Mith'redath and TaTie-el risen against kings, and that rebellion 
and the rest of their associates wrote to and sedition have been made in it- 
Ar-ta-xerx'es king of Persia; the letter 20 And mighty kings have been over 
was written in Aramaic and translated/ Jerusalem, who ruled over the whole 
8 Rehum the commander and Shim - province Beyond the River, to whom 
shai the scribe wrote a letter against tribute, custom, and toll were paid. 
Jerusalem to Ar-ta-xerx'es the king as 21 Therefore make a decree that these 
follows— 9 then wrote Rehum the men be made to cease, and that this city 
commander. Shim shai the scribe, and be not rebuilt, until a decree is made by 
the rest of their associates, the iudges, me. ^And take care not to be slack in 
the governors, the officials, the Persians, this matter; why should damage grow 
the men of Erech, the Babylonians, the to the him. of the king?” 
men of Susa, that is, the Elamites, 23 Then, when the copy of King 
10 and the rest of the nations whom the Ar-ta-xerx'es* letter was read before 
great and noble Osnap par deported and Rehum and Shim shai the scribe and 
settled in the cities of Samar ia and in their associates, they went in haste to 
the rest of the province Beyond the die Jews at Jerusalem and by force and 
River, and now 11 this is a copy of the power made them cease. 24 Then the 
letter that they sent—“To Ar-ta-xerx es work on the house of God which is in 
the king: Your servants, the men of the Jerusalem stopped; and it ceased until 
province Beyond the River, send greet- the second year of the reign of Darius 
ing. And now 32 be it known to the king king of Persia. 

that the Jews who came up from you tc jC Now the prophets, Haggai and 
us have gone to Jerusalem. They arc Zechari 'ah the son of fddo, prophe- 
rebuilding that rebellious and wicked sied to the Jews who were in Judah and 
city; they are finishing the walls and Jerusalem, m the name of the God of 
repairing the foundations. 13 Now be it Israel who was over- them. 2 Then 
known to the king that, if this city is Zcrub babel the son of She-aTti-el and 
rebuilt and the walls finished, they will Jeshua the son of Jo zadak arose and 
not pay tribute, custom, or toll, and the began to rebuild the house of God 
royal revenue will be impaired. 14 Now which is in Jerusalem; and with them 
because we eat the salt of the palace and were the prophets of God, helping 
it is not fitting for us to witness the them. 

king’s dishonour, therefore we send and 3 At the same time Tat'tenai the 
inform the king, 15 in order that search governor of the province Beyond the 
may be made in the book of the records River and She thar-boz enai and their 
of your fathers. You will find in the associates came to them and spoke to 
book of the records and learn that this them thus, “Who gave you a decree to 
city is a rebellious city, hurtful to kings build this house and to finish this 
and provinces, and that sedition was structure?” 4 They* also asked them 
stirred up in it from of old. That was this, “What are the names of the men 
why this city was laid waste. J6 We who are building this building?” 5 But 
make known to the king that, if this city the eye of their God was upon the 
is rebuilt and its walls finished, you will elders of the Jews, and they did not stop 
then have no possession in the province them till a report should reach Darius 
Beyond the River.” and then answer be returned by letter 

17 The king sent an answer: “To concerning it. 

Rehum the commander and Shim'shai 6 The copy of the letter which Tat'- 
the scribe and the rest of their asso- tenai the governor of the province Be- 
ciates who live in Samar'ia and in the yond the River and She thar-boz'enai 
rest of the province Beyond the River, and his associates the governors who 
greeting. And now 18 the letter which were in the province Beyond the River 
you sent to us has been plainly read sent to Darius the king; 7 they sent him 
before me. l9 And I made a decree, and a report, in which was written as fol- 
search has been made, and it has been lows: “To Darius the king, all peace, 
found that this city from of old has 8 Be it known to the king that we went 

t Hcb adds m Aramaic, indicating that 4.8-6.18 u in Aramaic. Another interpretation is The letter toat written a i 
the Aramaic script and set forth in the Aramaic language. 9 Gk Syr: Aramaic We 
5.1: Hag UjZcch 1.1. 
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to the province of Judah, to the bouse 
of the great God. It is being built v/ith 
huge stones, and timber is laid in the 
walls ; this work goes on diligently 3nd 
prospers in their hands. v Then we 
asked those elders and spoke to them 
thus, ‘Who gave you a decree to build 
this house and to finish this structure?* 
10 We also asked them their names, foi 
your information, that we might write 
down the names of the men at their 
head n And this was their reply to us: 
‘We are the servants of the God of 
heaven and eanh, and we are rebuilding 
the house that was built many years ago, 
which a great king of Israel built and 
finished, 1: But because our fathers had 
angered the God of heaven, he gave 
them into the hand of Nebuchadnez'zar 
king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who de¬ 
stroyed this house and carried away the 
people to Babylonia. 13 However in the 
first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, 
Cyrus the king made a decree that this 
house of God should be rebuilr. 14 And 
the gold and silver vessels of the house 
of God, which Nebuchadnezzar had. 
taken out of the temple that was in 
Jerusalem and brought into the temple 
of Babylon, these Cyrus the king took 
out of the temple of Babylon, and they 
were delivered to one whose name was 
Shesh-baz'zar, whom he had made 
governor; 15 and he said to him, “Take 
these vessels, go and put them in the 
temple which is in Jerusalem, and let 
the house of God be rebuilt on its site.” 
16 Then this Shesh-baz'zar came and 
laid the foundations of the house of God 
which is in Jerusalem; and from that 
time until now it has been in building, 
and it is not yet finished.’ 17 Therefore, 
if it seem good to the king, let search be 
made in the royal archives there in 
Babylon, to see whether a decree was 
issued by Cyrus the king for the re¬ 
building of this house of God in 
Jerusalem. And let the king send us his 
pleasure in this matter.” 

Then Darius the king made a 
decree, and search was made in 
Babylonia, in the house of the archives 
where the documents were stored. 2 And 
in Ecbat ana, the capital which is in the 
province of Media, a scroll was found on 
which this was written: “A record. 3 In 
the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus 
the king issued a decree: Concerning 

ft.13; Ezra 1.1; 6.3. 6.3: Ezra 1.1; 5.13. 


the house of God at Jerusalem, let the 
house he rebuilt, the place where sacri¬ 
fices are offered and burnt offerings are 
brought; its height shall be sixrv cubits 
and its breadth sixty cubits, 4 with three 
courses of great stones and one course 
of timber; let the cost be paid from the 
royal treasury. ? And also let the gold 
and silver vessels of the house of God, 
which Nebuchadnez/zar took out of the 
temple that is in Jerusalem and brought 
to Babylon, be restored and brought 
back to the temple which is in Jeru¬ 
salem, each to its place; you shall put 
them in the house of God.’" 

6 “Now therefore, Tat'tenai, gov¬ 
ernor of the province Beyond the River, 
Sbe'thar-boz'enai, and your associates 
the governors who are in the province 
Beyond the River, keep away; 7 let the 
work on this house of God alone; let 
the governor of the Jews and the elders 
of the Jews rebuild this house of God on 
its sire. # Moreover I make a decree re¬ 
garding what you shah do for these 
elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of 
this house of God; the cost is to be paid 
to these men in full and without delay 
from the royal revenue, the tribute of 
the province from Beyond the River. 
9 And whatever is needed—young bulls, 
rams, or sheep for burnt offerings to the 
God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, or oil, 
as the priests at Jerusalem require—let 
that be given to them day by day with¬ 
out fail, 10 that they may offer pleasing 
sacrifices to the God of heaven, and 
pray for the life of the king and his 
sons. UAlso I make a decree that if any 
one alters this edict, a beam shall be 
pulled out of his house, and he shall, be 
impaled upon it, and his house shall be 
made a dunghill. May the God who 
has caused his name to dwell there 
overthrow any king or people that shall 
put forth a hand to alter this, or to 
destroy this house of God which is in 
Jerusalem. I Darius make a decree; let it 
be done with all diligence.” 

13 Then, according to the word sent 
by Darius the king, Tat'tenai, the 
governor of the province Beyond the 
River, She'thar-boz'enai, and their 
associates did with all diligence what 
Darius the king had ordered. 14 And the 
elders of the Jews built and prospered, 
through the prophesying of Haggai the 
prophet and Zechari'ah the son of Iddo. 



EZRA 6 416 The king's grant to P.zra 

They finished their building by com- xerx'cs the king, some of the people of 
mand of the God of Israel and by decree Israel, and some of the priests and 
of Cyrus and Darius and Ar-ta-xerx'es Levitts, the singers and gatekeepers, 
king of Persia; 15 and this house was and the temple servants. 8 And he came 
finished on the third day of the month to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which 
of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of was in the seventh year of the king; 
Darius the king. 9 for on the first day of the first month 

16 And the people of Israel, the he began 7 * to go up from Babylonia, and 
priests and the Levites, and the rest of on the first day of the fifth month he 
the returned exiles, celebrated the came to Jerusalem, for the good hand of 
dedication of this house of God with his God was upon him. 10 For Ezra had 
joy. 17 They offered at the dedication of set his heart to study the law of the 
this house of God one hundred bulls. Lord, and to do it, and to teach his 
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, statutes and ordinances in Israel, 
and as a sin offering for all Israel twelve 11 This is a copy of the letter which 
he-goats, according to the number of King Ar-ta-xerx'es gave to Ezra the 
the tribes of Israel. !S And they set the priest, the scribe, learned in matters of 
priests in their divisions and the Levites the commandments of the Lord and his 
in their courses, for the service of God statutes for Israel- 12 “Ar-ta-xerx'es, 
at Jerusalem, as it is written in the book king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the 
of Moses. _ scribe of the law of the God of heaven . £ 

19 On the fourteenth day of the first And now 13 I make a decree that any one 
month the returned exiles kept the pass- of the people of Israel or their priests or 
over. 20 For the priests and the Levites Levites in my kingdom, who freely 
had purified themselves together; ail of offers to go to Jerusalem, may go with 
them were clean. So they killed the you. 14 For you are sent by the king and 
passover lamb for all the returned his seven counsellors to make inquiries 
exiles, for their fellow priests, and for about Judah and Jerusalem according 
themselves; 21 it was eaten by the people to the law of your God, which is in your 
of Israel who had returned from exile, hand, 15 and also to convey the silver 
and also by every one who had joined and gold which the king and his coun- 
them and separated himself from the sellors have freely offered to the God of 
pollutions of the peoples of the land to Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 
worship the Lord, the God of Israel. 16 with ail the silver and gold which you 
22And they kept the feast of unleavened shall find in the whole province of 
bread seven days with joy; for the Lord Babylonia, and with the freewill of- 
had made them joyful, and had turned ferings of the people and the priests, 
the heart of the king of Assyria to them, vowed willingly for the house of their 
so that he aided them in the work of the God which is in Jerusalem. 17 With this 
house of God, the God of Israel. money, then, you shall with all diligence 

7 Now after this, in the reign of Ar- buy bulls, rams, and lambs, with their 
ta-xerx’es king of Persia, Ezra the cereal offerings and their drink offer- 
son of Serai ah, son of Azari'ah, son of ings, and you shall offer them upon the 
Hilki'ah, 2 son of Shallum, son of altar of the house of your God which 
Zadok, son of Ahi'tub, 3 son of Amari'- is in Jerusalem. 18 Whatever seems good 
ah, son of Azari'ah, son of Mera'ioth, to you and your brethren to do with the 
4 son of Zerahi'ah, son of Uzzi, son of rest of the silver and gold, you may do, 
Bukki, 5 eon of Abishu'a, son of Phin'- according to the will of your God. 
ehas, son of Elea'zar, son of Aaron the * 9 The vessels that have been given you 
chief priest— 6 this Ezra went up from for the service of the house of your God, 
Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the you shall deliver before the God of 
law of Moses which the Lord the God Jerusalem. 20 And whatever else is re- 
of Israel had given; and the king quired for the house of your God, 
granted him all that he asked, for the which you have occasion to provide, you 
hand of the Lord his God was upon may provide it out of the king’s 
him. treasury. 

7 And there went up also to Jeru- 21 “And I, Ar-ta-xerx'es the king, 
salem, in the seventh year of Ar-ta- make a decree to all the treasurers in the 

* Vg See Syr: Heb that teas the foundation of the going up x Aram add* a word of uncertain meaning 
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province Beyond the River: Whatever 
Ezra the priests the scribe of the law of 
the God of heaven, requires of you, be 
it done with all diligence, 22 up to a 
hundred talents of silver, a hundred 
cors of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, 
a hundred baths or oil, and salt without 
prescribing how much, 23 Whatever is 
commanded by the God of heaven, let 
it be done in full for the house of the 
God of heaven, icst his wrath be 
against the realm of the king and his 
sons. 24 We also notify you that rt shall 
not be lawful to impose tribute, custom, 
or toll upon anv one of the priests, the 
Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers, 
the temple servants, or other servants of 
this house of God. 

25 “And you, Ezra, according to the 
wisdom of your God which is in your 
hand, appoint magistrates and judges 
who may judge all the people in the 
■rovinee Beyond the River, ail such as 
now the laws of your God; arid those 
who do not know them, you shall teach. 

Whoever will not obey the law of your 
God and the law of the king, let judg¬ 
ment be strictly executed upon him, 
whether for death or for banishment or 
for confiscation of his goods or for 
imprisonment.” 

27 Blessed be the Lord, the God of 
our fathers, who put such a thing as 
this into the heart of the king, to 
beautify the house of the Lord which 
is in Jerusalem, 28 and who extended to 
me his steadfast love before the king and 
his counsellors, and before all die king’s 
mighty officers. 1 took courage, for the 
hand of the Lord my God was upon 
me, and I gathered leading men from 
Israel to go up with me. 

These are the heads of their fa¬ 
thers’ houses, and this is the 
genealogy of those who went up with 
me from Babylonia, in the reign of Ar- 
ta-xcrx'es the king: 2 Of the sons of 
Phin'ehas, Gershom. Of the sons of 
Ith'amar, Daniel. Of the sons of David, 
Hattush, 5 of the sons of Shccani'ah. Of 
the sons of Parosh, Zeehari'ah, with 
whom were registered one hundred and 
fifty men. 4 Of the sons of Pa'harh- 
xno'ab, El'ieho-e'nai the son of Zerahi'- 
ah, and with him two hundred men. 
5 Of the sons of Zattu,* Shecani'ah the 
son of Jahazi'el, and with him three 
hundred men. 6 Of the sons of Adin, 

* Gk 1 Esdnu 8.32: Hcb lacks of Zattu * Gk 1 Esdras 


Ebed fhe son of Jonathan, and with him 
fiity men. 7 Of the sons of Elam, jeshai'- 
ah the son of Athali'ah, and with him 
seventy men. 8 Of the sons of Shephaci- 
ah, Zebadiah die son of Michael, and 
with him eighty men. 9 Of the sons of 
jo'ab, Obadi'ah the son of jehi'el, and 
with him two hundred and eighteen 
men. 10 Of the sons of Bani/ Shelo'- 
mith the son of josiphi'ah, and with 
him a hundred and sixty men. n Of the 
sons of Be'bai, Zeehari'ah, the son of 
Ee'bai, and with him twenty-eight men. 
12 Of the sons of Azgad, joha'nan the 
son of Kak'katan. and with him a hun¬ 
dred and ten men. Of the sons of 
Adoni'kam, those who came later, their 
names being Eliphelet, jeu'el, and 
Shemai'ah, and with them sixty men. 
14 Of the sons of Big'vai, Uthai and 
Zaccur, ana with them seventy men. 

15 i gathered them to the river that 
runs to Aha va, and there we encamped 
three days. As 1 reviewed the people and 
the priests, i found there none of the 
sons of Levi. 16 Then i sent for Elie'zer, 
Ar'i-cl, Shemai'ah, Ulna than, Jarib, 
Elnathan, Nathan, Zeehari'ah, and 
Meshul'lam, leading men, and for 
Joi'arib and Elna than, who were men ot 
insight, 17 and sent them to Iddo, the 
leading man at the place Casiph'ia, 
telling them what to say to iddo and 
his brethren the temple servants* ai 
the place Casiph ia, namely, to send us 
ministers for the house of our God. 
18 And by the good hand of our God 
upon us, they brought us a man of dis¬ 
cretion, of the sons of Mahli the son of 
Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebi ah 
with his sons and kinsmen, eighteen; 

19 also Hashabi'ah and with him Je- 
shai 'ah of the sons of Merar i, with 
his kinsmen and their sons, twenty; 

20 besides two hundred and twenty of 
the temple servants, whom David and 
his officials had set apart to attend the 
Levites. These were all mentioned by 
name. 

21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at 
the river Aha'va, that we might humble 
ourselves before our God, to seek from 
him a straight way for ourselves, our 
children, and all our goods. 22 For I was 
ashamed to ask the king for a band of 
soldiers and horsemen to protect us 
against the enemy on our way; since we 
h3d told the king, “The hand of our 

1.36: Hcb lacks Bam * Heb necktnim 
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God is for good upon all that seek him, 
and the power of his wrath is against all 
that forsake him,” 23 So we fasted and 
besought our God for this, and he 
listened to our entreaty, 

24 Then I set apart twelve of the 
leading priests: Sherebi'ah, Hashabi'ah, 
and ten of their kinsmen with them, 
25 And I weighed out to them the silver 
and the gold and the vessels, the offering 
for the house of our God which the king 
and his counsellors and his lords and all 
Israel there present had offered; 26 I 
weighed out into their hand six hundred 
and fifty talents of silver, and silver 
vessels worth a hundred talents, and a 
hundred talents of gold, 27 twenty bowls 
of gold worth a thousand darks, and 
two vessels of fine bright bronze as 
precious as gold. 28 And I said to them, 
“You are holy to the Lord, and the 
vessels are holy; and the silver and the 
gold are a freewill offering to the Lord, 
the God of your fathers. Guard them 
and keep them until you weigh them 
before the chief priests and the Levites 
and the heads of fathers* houses in 
Israel at Jerusalem, within the chambers 
of the house of the Lord.” 30 So the 
priests and the Levites took over the 
weight of the silver and the gold and the 
vessels, to bring them to Jerusalem, to 
the house of our God. 

31 Then we departed from the river 
Aha'va on the twelfth day of the first 
month, to go to Jerusalem; the hand of 
our God was upon us, and he delivered 
us from the hand of the enemy and from 
ambushes by the way. 32 We came to 
Jerusalem, and there we remained three 
days. 33 On the fourth day, within the 
house of our God, the silver and the 
gold and the vessels were weighed into 
the hands of Mer'emoth the priest, son 
of Uri'ah, and with him was Elea'zar the 
son of Phin'ehas, and with them were 
the Levites, Jo'zabad the son of Jeshua 
and No-adi'ah the son of Bin'nui. 
34 The whole was counted and weighed, 
and the weight of everything was 
recorded. 

35 At that time those who had come 
from captivity, the returned exiles, 
offered burnt offerings to the God of 
Israel, twelve bulls for all Israel, ninety- 
six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and as a 
sin offering twelve he-goats; all this was 
a burnt offering to the Lord. 36 They 
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also delivered the king’s commissions to 
the king’s satraps and to the governors 
of the province Beyond the River; and 
they aided the people and the house of 
God. 

After these things had been done, 
the officials approached me and 
said, “The people of Israel and the 
priests and the Levites have not sepa¬ 
rated themselves from the peoples of 
the lands with their abominations, from 
the Canaanites, tine Hittites, the Per - 
izzites, the Jeb'usites, the Ammonites, 
the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the 
Amorites. 2 For they have taken some of 
their daughters to be wives for them¬ 
selves and for theii sons; so that the 
holy race has mixed itself with the 
peoples of the lands. And in this faith¬ 
lessness the hand of the officials and 
chief men has been foremost.” 3 When I 
heard this, I rent my garments and my 
mantle, and pulled hair from my head 
and beard, and sat appalled. 4 Then ail 
who trembled at the words of the God 
of Israel, because of the faithlessness 
of the returned exiles, gathered round, 
me while I sat appalled until the eve¬ 
ning sacrifice. -And at the evening 
sacrifice I rose from my fasting, with 
my garments and my mantle rent, and 
fell upon my knees and spread out my 
hands to the Lord my God, 6 saying: 

“O my God, I am. ashamed and 
blush to lift my face to thee, my God, 
for our iniquities have risen higher than 
our heads, and our guilt has mounted up 
to the heavens. 7 From the days of our 
fathers to this day we have been in great 
guilt; and for our iniquities we, our 
kings, and our priests have been given 
into the hand of the kings of the lands, 
to the sword, to captivity, to plundering, 
and to utter shame, as at this day. 8 But 
now for a brief moment favour has been 
shown by the Lord our God, to leave 
us a remnant, and to give us a secure 
hold* within his holy place, that our 
God may brighten our eyes and grant 
us a little reviving in our bondage. * For 
we are bondmen; yet our God has not 
forsaken us in our bondage, but has 
extended to us his steadfast love before 
the kings of Persia, to grant us some 
reviving to set up the house of our God, 
to repair its ruins, and to give us protec¬ 
tion m in Judea and Jerusalem. 

10 “And now, O our God, what shall 



Mixed marriages abandoned 
we say after this? For we have forsaken 
thy commandments, 11 which thou didst 
command by thy servants the prophets, 
saving, ‘The land which you arc enter¬ 
ing, to take possession of it, is a land 
unclean with the pollutions of the peo¬ 
ples of the lands, with their abomina¬ 
tions which have filled it liom end to 
end with their uncleanness. Therefore 
gi\e not your daughters to their sons, 
neither take their daughters for your 
sons, and never seek their peace or 
prosperity, that you may be strong, and 
eat the good of the land, and leave it for 
an inheritance to your children for ever.’ 

3 V\nd alter all that has come upon us for 
our evil deeds and for our great guilt, 
seeing that thou, our God, hast pun¬ 
ished us less than our iniquities de¬ 
served and hast given us such a remnant 
as this, 14 shall we break thy command¬ 
ments again and intermarry with the 
peoples who practise these abomina¬ 
tion^? WouldST thou not be angry with 
us till thou wouldst consume us, so that 
there should be no remnant, nor any to 
escape? 15 O Lord the God of Israel, 
the hi art just, for vve are left a remnant 
that has escaped, as at this day. Behold, 
we are before thee in our guilt, for 
none can stand before thee because of 
this.” 

While Ezra prayed and made 
confession, weeping and casting 
himself down before the house of God, 
a very great assembly of men, women, 
and children, gathered to him out of 
Israel; for the people wept bitterly. 
2 And Shecani'ah the son of Jehi’el, of 
the sons of Elam, addressed Ezra: “We 
have broken faith with our God and 
have married foreign women from the 
peoples of the land, but even now there 
is hope for Israel in spite of this. 
3 Therefore let us make a covenant with 
our God to put away all these wives and 
their children, according to the counsel 
of my lord and of those who tremble at 
the commandment of our God; and let 
it be done according to the law. 4 Arise, 
for it is your task, and we are with you; 
be strong and do it.” 5 Then Ezra arose 
and made the leading priests and Le- 
vites and all Israel take oath that they 
would do as had been said. So they took 
the oath. 

6 Then Ezra withdrew from before 
the house of God, and went to the 
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chamber of Jehoha'nan the son of 
Eli'ashib, where he spent the night," 
neither eating bread nor drinking water; 
for he was mourning over the faithless¬ 
ness of the exiles. 7 And a proclamation 
was made throughout Judah and Jeru¬ 
salem to all the returned exiles that they 
should assemble at Jerusalem, 8 and 
that if any one did not come within 
three days, by order of the officials and 
the elders all his property should be for¬ 
feited, and he himself banned from the 
congregation of the exiles. 

9 Then all the men of Judah and 
Beniamin assembled at Jerusalem with¬ 
in the three days; ir was the ninth 
month, on the twentieth day of the 
month. And all the people sat in the 
open square before the house of God, 
trembling because of this matter and 
because of the heavy rain 10 And Ezra 
the priest stood up and said to them, 
“You have trespassed and married 
foreign women, and so increased the 
guilt of Israel. 11 Now then make con¬ 
fession to the Lord the God of your 
fathers, and do his will; separate your¬ 
selves Irom the peoples of the land and 
from the foreign wives.” 12 Then all tht 
assembly answered with a loud voic«* 
“It is so; we must do as you have saict 

But the people are many, and it is 6 
time of heavy rain; we cannot stand i* 
the open. Nor is this a vvoik for one day 
or for two; for we have greatly trans¬ 
gressed in this matter. 14 Let our offi¬ 
cials stand for the whole assembly; let 
all in our cities who have taken foreign 
wives come at appointed times, and 
with them the elders and judges of every 
city, till the fierce wrath of our God over 
this matter be averted from us.” 15 Only 
Jonathan the son of As ahel and Jahzei'- 
ah the son of Tikvah opposed this, and 
Meshul'lam and Shab bethai the Levite 
supported them. 

16 Then the returned exiles did so. 
Ezra the priest selected men, 0 heads of 
fathers’ houses, according to their 
fathers’ houses, each of them designated 
by name. On the first day of the tenth 
month they sat down to examine the 
matter; 17 and by the first day of the 
first month they had come to the end of 
all the men who had married foreign 
women. 

18 Of the sons of the priests who had 
married foreign women were found Ma- 
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asei'ah, Elie'zer, Jarib, and Gedali'ah, 
of the sons of Jeshua the son of Jo'zadak 
and his brethren. 19 They pledged 
themselves to put away their wives, and 
their guilt offering was a ram of the 
flock for their guilt. 20 Of the sons of 
Iinmer: Hana'ni and Zebadi'ah. 21 Of 
the sons of Harim: Ma-asci'ah, Eli'jah, 
Shemai'ah, Jehi'el, and Uzzi'ah. 22 Of 
the sons of Pashhur : Eli-o-e'nai, Ma- 
asei"ah, Ish'mael, Nethan'ei, Jo'zabad, 
and Ela'sah. 

23 Of the Levites: Jo'zabad, Shim'- 
e-i, Kelai ah (that is, Keh'rA, Peth- 
ahi'ah, Judah, and Elie'zer. 24 Of the 
singers: Eli'ashib. Of the gatekeepers: 
Shallum, Telem, and Uri. 

25 And of Israel: of the sons of 
Parosh: Rami'ah, Izzi'ah, Malchinh, 
Mi'jamin, Elea'zar, Hashabi'ah,^ and 
Bcnai'ah. 2t> Of the sons of Elam: 
Mattaniah, Zechari'ah, Jehi'el, Abdi, 
Jer'emoth, and Eli'jah. 27 Of the sons 
of Zattu: Eli-o-e'nai, Eli'ashib, Mat- 
tani'ah, Jer'emoth, Zabad, and Azi'za. 
28 Of the sons of Be'bai were Jehoha'- 
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nan, Hanani ah, Zab'bai, and Ath'lai. 
29 Of the sons of Bani were Meshul- 
Lam, Mailuch, Adai'ah, Jashub, She'- 
al, and Jer'emoth. 3l) Of the sons of 
Pa'hath-mo'ab: Adna> Chelal, Benai'- 
ab, Ma-asei ah, Mattani'ah, Bez alel. 
Bin'mii, and Manas \seh. 31 Of the sons 
of Harim: Elie'zer, Isshi'jah, Malchi'- 
jah, Shemai 'ah, Shim e-on, 32 Ben¬ 
jamin, Mailuch, and Shcmari ah. 33 Of 
the sons of Hashum: Matte'nai, Mat- 
tartah, Zabad, Eliph'eiet, Jer emai, 
Manas'seh, and Shim e-i. 34 Of the sons 
of Barn: Ma-ada'i, Amram, Uel, 3 - Ben- 
ai ah, Bedei'ah, Chel uhi, 3t, Vam'ah, 
Mer'emoth, Eli'ashib, 37 Maitaru'ah, 
Matte'nai, Ja'asu. 38 Of the sons ot 
Bin'nui:? Shim e-i, 39 Shelemi'ah, Na¬ 
than, Adai'ah, 40 Machnad'ebai, Sha- 
shai, Sha'rai, 41 Az arei, Shclemi ah, 
Shemari'ah, 42 Shallum, Amari'ah, and 
Joseph, 43 Of the sons of Nebo: Je-i el, 
Mattithi'ah. Zabad, Zebi'na, jaddai, 
Joel, and Bcnai'ah. 44 All these had 
married foreign women, and they put 
them away with them children. r 


THE BOOK OF 

NEHEMIAH 


I The words of Nehemi'ah the son 
of Hacali ’ah. 

Now it happened in the month of 
Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was 
in Susa the capital, 2 that Hana'ni, one 
of my brethren, came with, certain men 
out of Judah; and I asked them con¬ 
cerning the Jews that survived, who had 
escaped exile, and concerning Jeru¬ 
salem. 3 And. they said to me, “The 
survivors there in the province who 
escaped exile are in great trouble and 
shame; the wall of Jerusalem is broken 
down, and its gates are destroyed by 
fire.” 

4 When I heard these words I sat 
down and wept, and mourned for days; 
and I continued fasting and praying be¬ 
fore the God of heaven. 5 And I said, “O 
Lord God of heaven, the great and 
terrible God who keeps covenant and 
steadfast love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments; 6 let thy 

* 1 Eidras 9.26 Ok: Heb Makhijak « Gk. Heb Bani, 


ear be attentive, and thy eyes open, to 
hear the prayer of thy servant which I 
now pray before thee day and night for 
the people of Israel thy servants, con¬ 
fessing the sins of the people of Israel, 
which we have sinned against thee. 
Yea, I and my father’s house have 
sinned. 7 We have acted very corruptly 
against thee, and have not kept the 
commandments, the statutes, and the 
ordinances which thou didst command 
thy servant Moses. 8 Remember the 
word which thou didst command thy 
servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are un¬ 
faithful, I will scatter you among the 
peoples; 9 but if you return to me and 
keep my commandments and do them, 
though your dispersed be under the 
farthest skies, I will gather them thence 
and bring them to the place which I 
have chosen, to make my name dwell 
there.* 10 They are thy servants and thy 
people, whom thou hast redeemed by 

Binmd r 1 £adras 9.36: Heb obucure 
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thy great power and by thy strong hand. 
11 O Lord, let tby ear be attentive to the 
prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer 
of thy servants who delight to fear thy 
name; and give success to thy servant 
today, and grant him mercy in the sight 
of this man/’ 

Now 1 was cupbearer to the king. 
In the month of Nisan, in the 
twentieth year of King Ar-ta- 
xerx'cs, when wine was before him, I 
took up the wine and gave it to the king. 
Now r \ had nor been sad in his presence. 
2 And the king said to me, “Why is your 
face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is 
nothing else but sadness ol the heart. 5 * 
Then I was very much afraid. 3 1 said ro 
the king, “Let the king live for ever; 
Why should not my face be sad, when 
the city, the place of my lathers' sepul¬ 
chres, lies waste, and irs gates have been 
destroyed by tire? 4 Then the king said 
to me, “For what do you make re¬ 
quest?’* So I prayed to the God of 
Heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it 
pleases the king, and if your servant has 
found favour in your sight, that you send 
me to Judah, to the city of mv fathers* 
sepulchres, that i may rebuild it.** ^And 
the king said to me (the queen sitting 
beside him), “How long will you be 
gone, and when will you return?” So it 
pleased the king to send me; and I set 
him a time. 7 And 1L said to the king, 
“If it pleases the king, let letters be 
given me to the governors of the 
province Beyond the River, that they 
may let me pass through until I come 
to Judah; 8 and a letter to Asaph, the 
keeper of the king’s forest, that he may 
give me timber to make beams for the 
gates of the fortress of the temple, and 
for the wall of the city, and for the 
house which I shall occupy.” And the 
king granted me what I asked, for the 
good hand of my God was upon me. 

9 Then I came to the governors of 
the province Beyond the River, and 
gave them the king’s letters. Now the 
king had sent with me officers of the 
army and horsemen. 10 But when San- 
bal'lat the Hor'onite and Tobi ah the 
servant, the Ammonite, heard this, it 
displeased them greatly that some one 
had come to seek the welfare of the 
children of Israel. 

11 So I came ro Jerusalem and was 
there three days. 12 Then I arose in the 
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night, I and a few men with me; and I 
told no one what my God had put into 
my heart to do for Jerusalem, There was 
no beast with me but the beast on which 
I rode. 13 1 went out by night by the 
Valley Gate to the jackal’s Well and to 
the Dung Gate, and I inspected the 
walls of Jerusalem which were broken 
down and its gates which had been 
destroyed by hre. v4 Then I went on to 
the Fountain Gate and to the King’s 
Pool; but there was no place for tire 
beast that was under me to pass. 
15 Then I went up in the night by the 
valley and. inspected the wall; and I 
turned back and entered by the Valley 
Gate, arid so returned. !6 And the 
officials did not know where I had gone 
or what 1 was doing; and I had nor yet 
told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, 
the officials, and the rest that were to do 
the work. 

17 Then I said to them, “You see the 
trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in 
ruins with its gate* burned. Come, let 
us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we 
may no longer suiter disgrace. 51 I8 And I 
fold them of the. hand of my God which 
had been upon me for good, and also of 
the words which the king had spoken to 
me. And they said, “Let us rise up and 
build.” So they strengthened their 
hands for the good work. ^ But w'hen 
Sanbal'lat the Hor'onite and Tobi'ah 
the servant, the Ammonite, and Ge- 
she.m the Arab heard of it, they derided 
us and despised us and said, “What is 
this thing that you are doing? Are you 
rebelling against the king?” Then I 
replied to them, “The God of heaven 
will make us prosper, and we his serv¬ 
ants will arise and build; but you have 
no portion or right or memorial in 
Jerusalem.” 

3 Then Eli'ashib the high priest rose 
up with liis brethren the priests and 
they built the Sheep Gate. They con¬ 
secrated it and set its doors; they con¬ 
secrated it as far as the Tower of the 
Hundred, as far as the Tower of 
Han and. -And next to him the men of 
Jericho built. And next to them 0 Zaccur 
the son of Imri built. 

3 And the sons of Hassena'ah built 
the Fish Gate; they laid its beams and 
set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 
4 And next to them Mer'emoth the son 
of Uri ah, son of Hakkoz repaired. And 
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next to them MeshuHam the son of the Levites repaired: Rehum the son of 
Berechi'ah, son of Meshez'abel re- Bani; next to him Hashabi'ah, ruler of 
paired. And next to them Zadok the son half the district of* Kei'Iah, repaired for 
of Ba'ana repaired. 5 And next to them his district. 18 After him their brethren 
the Teko'ites repaired ; but their nobles repaired: Bav'vai the son of Hen'adad, 
did not put their necks to the work of ruler of half the district of* Kei'Iah; 
their Lord.* 19 next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, 

6 And Joi'ada the son of Pase'ah and ruler of Mizpah, repaired another 
Meshul'lam the son of Besodei 'ah re- section opposite the ascent to the 
paired the Old Gate; they laid its beams armoury at the Angle, 20 After him 
and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. Baruch the son of Zab'bai repaired 
7 And next to them repaired Melati ah another section from the Angle to the 
the Gib'eonite and Jadon the Meron'- door of the house of Eli'ashib the high 
othite, the men of Gibeon and of Miz- priest, 21 Alter him Mer'emoth the son 
pah, who were under the jurisdiction of of Uri'ah, son of Hakkoz repaired an- 
the governor of the province Beyond the other section from the door of the house 
River. 8 Next to them Uz'ziel the son of of Eli'ashib to the end of the house of 
Harhai'ah, goldsmiths, repaired, Next Eli'ashib. 22 After hint the priests, the 
to him Hanani'ah, one of the perfumers, men of the Plain, repaired. 23After them 
repaired; and they restored r Jerusalem Benjamin and Hasshub repaired op- 
as far as the Broad Wall. 9 Next to them posite their house. After them Azari'ah 
Repha iah the son of Hur, ruler of half the son of Ma-asei ah, son of Anani'ah 
the district of* Jerusalem, repaired, repaired beside his own house. 24 After 
10 Next to them Jedai'ah the son of him Bin nui the son of Hen'adad re- 
Haru'maph repaired opposite his house; paired another section, from the house 
and next to him Hattush the son of of Azari'ah to the Angle 2i and to the 
Hashabnei'ah repaired. 11 Malchi'jah comer, Falal the son of Uzai repaired 
the son of Harim and Hasshub the son opposite the Angle and the tower pro¬ 
of Pa'hath-mo'ab repaired another sec- jecting from the upper house of the kmg 
tion and the Tower of the Ovens, at the court of the guard. After him 
12 Next to him Shallum the son of Peda'iah the son of Parosh 26 and the 
Hallohesh, ruler of half the district of* temple servants living* on Ophel re- 
Jerusalem, repaired, he and his daugh- paired to a point opposite the Water 
ters. Gate on the east and the projecting 

13 Hanun and the inhabitants of tower. 27 After him the Teko'ites re- 
Zano'ah repaired the Valley Gate; they paired another section opposite the 
rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and great projecting tower as far as the wall 
its bars, and repaired a thousand cubits of Ophel. 

of the wall, as riar as the Dung Gate. 28 Above the Horse Gate the priests 

14 Malchi'jah the son of Rechab, repaired, each one opposite his own 

ruler of the district of* Beth-hac- house, 29 Alter them Zadok the son of 
che'rem, repaired the Dung Gate; he Immer repaired opposite his own house, 
rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and After him Shemai'ah the son of She¬ 
lls bars. cani'ah, the keeper of the East Gate, 

15 And Shallum the son of Col- repaired. 30 After him Hanani'ah the son 
ho'zeh, ruler of the district of* Mizpah, of Shelemi'ah and Hanun the sixth son 
repaired the Fountain Gate; he rebuilt of Zalaph repaired another section, 
it and covered it and set its doors, its After him Meshul'lam the son of 
bolts, and its bars; and he built the wall Berechi'ah repaired opposite his cham- 
of the Pool of Shelah of the king’s gar- ber. 31 After him Malchi'jah, one of the 
den, as far as the stairs that go down goldsmiths, repaired as far as the house 
from the City of David. 16 After him of the temple servants and of the mer- 
Nehemi'ah the son of Azbuk, ruler of chants, opposite the Muster Gate/ and 
half the district of* Beth-zur, repaired to the upper chamber of the corner, 
to a point opposite the sepulchres of 32 And between the upper chamber of 
David, to the artificial pool, and to the the comer and the Sheep Gate the gold- 
house of the mighty men. 17 After him smiths and the merchants repaired. 

8 Or lords c Ot abandoned * Or foreman qf hatf the portion assigned to e Cn: Heb mere living 
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/g? Now when Sanbal'Iat heard that your sons, your daughters, your wives, 
we were building the wall, he was and your homes.” 
angry and greatly enraged, and he 15 When our enemies heard that it 
ridiculed the Jews. 2 And he said in the was known to us and that God had 
presence of his brethren and of the frustrated their plan, we all returned to 
army of Samar'ia, “What are these the wall, each to his work. 16 From that 
feeble Jews doing? Will they restore day on, half of my servants worked on 
things? Will they sacrifice? Will they construction, and half held the spears, 
finish up in a day? Will they revive the shields, bows, and coats of mail; and 
stones out of the heaps of rubbish, and the leaders stood behind all the house 
burned ones at that?” 3 I obi ah the of Judah, 17 who were building on the 
Ammonite was by him, and he said, wall. Those who carried burdens were 
’“Yes, what they are building—if a fox laden in such a way that each with one 
goes up on it he will break down their hand laboured on the work and with the 
stone wall!” 4 Hear, O our God, for we other held his weapon. 18 And each of 
are despised; turn back their taunt upon the builders had his sword girded at his 
their own heads, and give them up to be side while he built. The man who 
plundered in a land where they are cap- sounded the trumpet was beside me. 
lives. - s Do not cover their guilt, and let lv And 1 said to the nobles and to the 
nor their sin be blotted out from thy officials and to the rest of the people, 
sight; for they have provoked thee to “The work is great and widely spread, 
anger before the builders. and we are separated on the wall, far 

6 So we built the wall; and all the from one another. 20 In the place where 
wall was ioined together to half its you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally 
height. For the people had a mind to to us there. Our God will fight for us.” 
work. 21 So we laboured at the work, and 

l h But when Sanbal'lst and Tobiah half of them held the spears from the 
and die Arabs and the Ammonites and break of dawn dll the stars came out. 
the Ash'dodites heard that the repairing 22 I also said to the people at that time, 
of the walls of Jerusalem was going “Let every man and his servant pass the 
forward and that the breaches were be- night within Jerusalem, that they may 
ginning to be dosed, they were very be a guard for us by night and may 
angry; 8 and they all plotted together to labour by day.” 23 So neither I nor my 
come and fight against Jerusalem and to brethren nor my servants nor the men 
cause confusion in it. y And we prayed of the guard who followed me, none of 
to our God, and set a guard as a protec- us took off our clothes; each kept his 
tion against them day and night. weapon in his hand.* 

10 But Judah said, “The strength of C Now there arose a great outcry of 
the burden-bearers is failing, and there J the people and of their wives against 
is much rubbish; we arc not able to their Jewish brethren. 2 For there were 
work on the wall.” 11 And our enemies those who said, “With our sons and our 
said, “They will not know or see till we daughters, we are many; let us get 
come into the midst of them and kill grain, that we may eat and keep alive.” 
them and stop the work.” 12 When the 3 There were also those who said, “We. 
Jews who lived by them came they said are mortgaging our fields, our vine- 
to us ten times, “From all the places yards, and our houses to get grain be- 
where they live* they will come up cause of the famine.” 4 And there were 
against us.’V b So in the lowest parts of those who said, “We have borrowed 
the space behind the wall, in open money for the king’s tax upon our fields 
places, I stationed the people according and our vineyards. 5 Now our flesh is as 
to their families, with their swords, the flesh of our brethren, our children 
their spears, and their bows. ,4 And I are as their children; yet we are forcing 
looked, and arose, and said to the nobles our sons and our daughters to be slaves, 
and to the officials and to the rest of the and some of our daughters have already 
people, “Do not be afraid of them, been enslaved; but it is not in our 
Remember the Lord, who is great and power to help it, for other men have our 
terrible, and fight for your brethren, fields and our vineyards.” 
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6 I was very angry when I heard their 
outcry and these words. 7 I took counsel 
with myself, and I brought charges 
against the nobles and the officials. I 
said to them, “You are exacting interest, 
each from his brother.” And I held a 
great assembly against them, 8 and said 
to them, “We, as far as we are able, have 
bought back our Jewish brethren who 
have been sold to the nations; but you 
even sell your brethren that they may 
be sold to us!” They were silent, and 
could not find a word to say. 0 So I said, 
“The thing that you are doing is not 
good. Ought you not to walk in the fear 
of our God to prevent the taunts of the 
nations our enemies? io Moreover I and 
my brethren and my servants are lend¬ 
ing them money and grain. Let us leave 
off this interest. 11 Return to them this 
very day their fields, their vineyards, 
their olive orchards, and their houses, 
and the hundredth of money, grain, 
wine, and oil which you have been ex¬ 
acting of them.” I 2 Then they said, “We 
will restore these and require nothing 
from them. We will do as you say.” 
And I called the priests, and took an 
oath of them to do as they had prom¬ 
ised. 13 I also shook out my lap and said, 
“So may God shake out every man from 
his house and from his labour who does 
not perform this promise. So may he be 
shaken out and emptied.” And all the 
assembly said “Amen” and praised the 
Lord. And the people did as they had 
promised. 

14 Moreover from the time that I 
was appointed to be their governor in 
the land of Judah, from the twentieth 
year to the thirty-second year of Ar- 
ta-xerx'es the king, twelve years, 
neither I nor my brethren ate the food 
allowance of the governor. 15 The 
former governors who were before me 
laid heavy burdens upon the people, 
and took from them food and wine, 
besides forty shekels of silver. Even 
their senrants lorded it over the people. 
But I did not do so, because of the fear 
of God. 16 1 also held to the work on this 
wall, and acquired no land; and all my 
servants were gathered there for the 
work. 17 Moreover there were at my 
table a hundred and fifty men, Jews and 
officials, besides those who came to us 
from the nations which were about us. 
i® Now that which was prepared for one 
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day was one ox and six choice sheep; 
fowls likewise were prepared for me, 
and every ten days skins of wine in 
abundance; yet with all this I did not 
demand the food allowance of the 
governor, because the servitude was 
heavy upon this people. 19 Remember 
for my good, O my God, all that I have 
done for this people. 

Now when it was reported to 
Sanbal'lat and Tobi'ah and to 
Geshem the Arab and to the rest of our 
enemies that I had built the wall and 
that there was no breach left in it (al¬ 
though up to that time I had not set up 
the doors in the gates), 2 Sanbal'lat and 
Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come and 
let us meet together in one of the vil¬ 
lages in the plain of Ono.” But they in¬ 
tended to do me harm. 3 And I sent 
messengers to them, saying, “I am do¬ 
ing a great work and I cannot come 
down. Why should the work stop while 
I leave it and come down to you?” 4 And 
they sent to me four times in this way 
and I answered them in the same 
manner. 5 j n the same way Sanbal'lat 
for the fifth time sent his servant to me 
with an open letter in his hand. 6 In it 
was written, “It is reported among the 
nations, and Geshem* also says it, that 
you and the Jews intend to rebel; thar 
is why you are building the wall; and 
you w r ish to become their king, accord¬ 
ing to this report. 7 And you have also 
set up prophets to proclaim concerning 
you in Jerusalem. ‘There is a king in 
Judah.’ And now it will be reported 
to the king according to these words. 
So now come, and let us take counsel 
together.” 8 Then I sent to him, saying, 
“No such things as you say have been 
done, for you are inventing them out of 
your own mind.” 9 For they all wanted 
to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands 
will drop from the work, and it will not 
be done.” But now, O God, strengthen 
thou my hands. 

10 Now when I went into the house 
of Shemai'ah the son of Dela'iah, son 
of Mehet'abel, who was shut up, he 
sai(L “Let us meet together in the house 
of God, within the temple, and let us 
close the doors of the temple; for they 
are coming to kill you, at night they are 
aiming to kill you ” «But I said, 
Should such a man as I flee? And what 
man such as 1 could go into the temple 
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and live?” 1 I will not go in.” 12 And I 6 These were the people of the 
understood, and saw that God had not province who came up out of the 
sent him, but he had pronounced the captivity of those exiles whom Neb- 
prophecy against me because Tobi'ah uchadnez'zar the king of Babylon had 
and Sanbal'lat had hired him. 13 For carried into exile; they returned to 
this purpose he was hired, that I should Jerusalem and Judah, each to his town, 
be afraid and act in this way and sin, and * They came with Zerub'babel, leshua, 
so they could give me an evil name, in Nehemiah, Azari'ah, Ra-ami'ah, Na- 
order to taunt me. 14 Remember Tobi- ham'ani, Mor'decai, Bilshan, Mis'- 
ah and Sanbal'lat, O my God, according pereth, Big’vai, Nehum, Ba'anah. 
to these things that they did, and also The number of the men of the people 
the prophetess No-adi'ah and the rest of of Israel: 8 the sons of Parosn, two 
the prophets who wanted to make me thousand a hundred and seventy-two. 
afraid. 9 The sons of Shephati'ah, three hun- 

15 So the wall was finished on the dred and seventy-two. 10 The sons of 
twenty-fifth day of the month EIul, in Arah, six hundred and fifty-two. 11 The 
fifty-two days. 16 And when all our sons of Pa'hath-mo'ab, namely the sons 
enemies heard of it, all the nations of Jeshua and Jo ab, two thousand eight 
round about us were afraid” and fell hundred and eighteen. 12 The sons of 
greatly in their own esteem; for they Elam, a thousand two hundred and 
perceived that this work had been ac- fifty-four. 13 The sons of Zattu, eight 
complisbed with the help of our God. hundred and forty-five. 14 The sons of 
* 7 Moreover in those days the nobles of Zac'cai, seven hundred and sixty. 
Judah sent many letters to Tobi'ah ? and 15 The sons of Bin'nui, six hundred and 
Tobi'ah's letters came to them. ^ For forty-eight. 16 The sons of Be'bai, six 
many in Judah were bound by oath to hundred and twenty-eight. 17 The sons 
him, because he was the son-in-law of of Azgad, mo thousand three hundred 
Shecam'ah the son of Arab: and his son and twenty-two. 18 The sons of Adoni'- 
Jehoha nan had taken the daughter of kam, six hundred and sixty-seven. 
Meshul'lam the son of Berechi ab. as his 19 The sons of BigVai, two thousand 
wife.. 19 Also they spoke of his good and sixty-seven. 20 The sons of Adin, 
deeds in my presence, and reported my six hundred and fifty-five. 21 The sons 
words to him. And Tobi/ah sent letters of Ater, namely of Kezeki'ah, ninety- 
to make me afraid. eight. 22 The sons of Hashum, three 

7 Now when the wall had been built hundred and twenty-eight. 23 The sons 
and I had set up the doors, and the of Be'zai, three hundred and twenty- 
gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites four. 24 The sons of Hariph, a hundred 
had been appointed, 2 I gave my brother and twelve. 25 The sons of Gibeon, 
Hana'ni and Hananiah the governor of ninety-five. 26 The men of Bethlehem 
the castle charge over Jerusalem, for he and Netoph'ah, a hundred and eighty- 
was a more faithful and God-fearing eight. 27 The men of An'athoth, a hun¬ 
man than many. 3 And I said to them, dred and twenty-eight. 28 The men of 
“Let not the gates of Jerusalem be Beth-az'maveth, forty-two. 29 The men 
opened until the sun is hot; and while of Kir'jath-je'arim, Ghephi'rah, and 
they are still standing guard 0 let them Be-er'eth, seven hundred and forty- 
shut and bar the doors. Appoint guards three. 30 The men of Ramah and Geba, 
from among the inhabitants of Jcru- six hundred and twenty-one. 3! The 
salem, each to his station and each op- men of Michmas, a hundred and 
posite his own house.” 4 The city was twenty-two. 32 The men of Bethel and 
wide and large, but the people within it Ai, a hundred and twenty-three. 33 The 
were few and no houses had been built, men of the other Nebo, fifty-two. 

5 Then God put it into my mind to 34 lire sons of the other Elam, a thou- 
assemble the nobles and the officials and sand two hundred and fifty-four . 35 The 
the people to be enrolled by genealogy, sons of Harim, three hundred and 
Ana I found the book of the genealogy twenty. 36 The sons of Jericho, three 
of those who came up at the first, and I hundred and forty-five. 37 The sons of 
found written in it: LoJ, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred 
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and twenty-one. 38 The sons of Sena'ah, of Barzfllai the Gileadite and was called 
three thousand nine hundred and thirty, by their name). 64 These sought their 

39 The priests: the sons of Jedai ah, registration among those enrolled in the 
namely the house of Jeshua, nine hun- genealogies, but it was not found there, 
dred and seventy-three. 40 The sons of so they were excluded from the priest- 
Immer, a thousand and fifty-two. 41 The hood as unclean; 65 the governor told 
sons of Pashhur, a thousand two hun- them that they were not to partake of 
dred arid forty-seven. 42 The sons of the most holy food, until a priest with 
Harim, a thousand and seventeen. Urim and Thummim should arise. 

43 The Levites: the sons of Jeshua, 66 The whole assembly together was 
namely of Kad'mi-el of the sons of forty-two thousand three hundred and 
Ho'devah, seventy-four. 44 The singers: sixty, 61 besides their menservants and 
the sons of Asaph, a hundred and forty- maidservants, of whom there were 
eight. 45 The gatekeepers: the sons of seven thousand three hundred and 
Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of thirty-seven; and they had two hundred 
Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of and forty-five singers, male and female. 
Hati'ta, the sons of Sho'bai, a hundred 68 Their horses were seven hundred and 
and thirty-eight. thirty-six, their mules two hundred and 

46 The temple servants : v the sons of forty-five, 69 their camels four hundred 
Ziha, the sons of Hasu'pha, the sons and thirty-five, and their asses six thou- 
of Tabba'oth, 47 the sons of Keros, the sand seven hundred and twenty, 
sons of Si'a, the sons of Padon, 48 the 70 Now some of the heads of fathers* 
sons of Leba'na, the sons of Hag aba, houses gave to the work. The governor 
the sons of Shalmai, 49 the sons of gave to the treasury a thousand darics of 
Hanan, the sons of Giddel, the sons of gold, fifty basins, five hundred and 
Gahar, 50 the sons of Re-ai ah, the sons thirty priests’ garments. 71 And some of 
of Rezin, the sons of Neko'da, 51 the the heads of fathei'S* houses gave into 
sons of Gazzam, the sons of Uzza, the the treasury of the work twenty thou- 
sons of Pase'ah, 52 the sons of Besai, the sand darics of gold and two thousand 
sons of Me-uriim, the sons of Ne- two hundred minas of silver. 72 And 
phush'esim, 53 the sons of Bakbuk, the what the rest of the people gave was 
eons of Haku'pha, the sons of Harhur, twenty thousand darics of gold, two 
54 the sons of Bazlith, the sons of thousand minas of silver, and sixty- 
Mehi'da, the sons of Harsha, 55 the sons seven priests* garments, 
of Barkos, the sons of Sis'em, the sons 73 So the priests, the Levites, the 
of Temah, 36 the sons of Nezi'ah, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the 
sons of Hati'pha. people, the temple servants, and all 

57 The sons of Solomon’s servants: Israel, lived in their towns, 
the sons of So'tai, the sons of So'- And when the seventh month had 
phereth, the sons of Peri'da, 58 the sons come, the children of Israel were in 
of Ja'ala, the sons of Darkon, the sons of O their towns. J And all the people 
Giddel, 59 the sons of Shephati'ah, the O gathered as one man into the square 
sons of Hattil, the sons of Po'chereth- before the Water Gate; and they told 
hazzeba'im, the sons of Amon. Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the 

60 All the temple servants and the law of Moses which the Lord had given 

sons of Solomon’s servants were three to Israel. -And Ezra the priest brought 
hundred and ninety-two. the law before the assembly, both men 

61 The following were those who and women and all who could hear with 
came up from Tel-melah, Tel-har'sha, understanding, on the first day of the 
Cherub, Addon, and Immer, but they seventh month. 3 And he read from it 
could not prove their fathers’ houses facing the square before the Water Gate 
nor their descent, whether they be- from early morning until midday, in the 
longed to Israel: 62 the sons of Dela'iah, presence of the men and the women and 
the sons of Tobi'ah, the sons of Neko'- those who could understand; and the 
da, six hundred and forty-two. 65 Also, ears of all the people were attentive to 
of the priests: the sons of Hobai'ah, the the book of the law. 4 And Ezra the 
sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzil'lai scribe stood on a wooden pulpit which 
(who had taken a wife of the daughters they had made for the purpose; and 

9 Heb nethimm 9 Ezra 2.66 and the margins of some Hebrew Mss; Heb lacks ihtir hones . . . forty-jive 
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beside him stood Mattithi'ah, Shema, make booths, as it is written.” 16 So the 
Anai'ah, Uri'ah, Hilki'ah, and Ma- people went out and brought them and 
asei'ah on his right hand; and Peda'iah, made booths for themselves, each on his 
Mish'a-el, Malchi'jah, Hashum, Hash- roof, and in their courts and in the 
bad'danah, Zechari'ah. and Meshul'- courts of the house of God, and in the 
lam on his left hand. 5 And Ezra opened square at the Water Gate and in the 

the book in the sight of all the people, square at the Gate of E'phraim. 17 And 

for he was above all the people; and all the assembly of those who had re- 
when he opened it all the people stood, turned from the captivity made booths 
©And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great and dwelt in the booths; for from the 
God; and all the people answered, days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that 
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands; day the people of Israel had not done 
and they bowed their heads and wor- so. And there was very great rejoicing, 
shipped the Lord with their faces to the 18 And day by day, from the first day to 
ground, 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebi'ah, the last day, he read from the book of 
Jamin, Akkub, Shab'bethai, Hodi'ah, the law of God. They kept the feast 
Ma-asei'ah, Kcli'ta, Azari'ah, Jo'zabad, seven days; and on the eighth day there 
Hanan, Pelai'ah, the Levites, r helped was a solemn assembly, according to the 
the people to understand the law, while ordinance. 

the people remained in their places. Q Now on the twenty-fourth day of 
8And they read from the book, from the S this month the people of Israel were 
law of God, clearly ;* and they gave the assembled with fasting and in sack- 
sense, so that the people understood the cloth, and with earth upon their heads, 

reading. 2 And the Israelites separated them- 

9 And Nehemi'ah, who was the selves from all foreigners, and stood and 
governor, and Ezra the priest and confessed their sins and the iniquities 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in 
people said to all the people, “‘This day their place and read from the book of 
is holy to the Lord your God; do not the law of the Lord their God for a 
mourn or weep.” For all the people fourth of the day; for another fourth of 
wept when they heard the words of the it they made confession and worshipped, 
law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your the Lord their God. 4 Upon the stairs 
way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine of the Levites stood Teshua, Bani, 
and send portions to him for whom Kad'mi-el, Shebani'ah, Bunni, Shere- 
nothing is prepared; for this day is holy bi'ah, Bani, and Chena'ni; and they 
to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for cried with a loud voice to the Lord their 
the joy of the Lord is your strength.” God. 5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kad'- 
h So the Levites stilled all the people, mi-el, Bani, Hashabnei'ah, Sherebi'ah, 
saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; Hodi'ah, Shebam ah, and Pethahiah, 
do not be grieved.” *-And all the people said, “Stand up and bless the Lord your 
went their way to eat and drink and to God from everlasting to everlasting, 
send portions and to make great re- Blessed be thy glorious name which is 
joicing, because they had understood exalted above all blessing and praise.” 
the words that were declared to them. 6 And Ezra said:* “Thou art the 
13 On the second day the heads of Lord, thou alone; thou hast made 
fathers* houses of all the people, with heaven, the heaven of heavens, with ail 
the priests and the Levites, came to- their host, the earth and all that is on 
gether to Ezra the scribe in order to it, the seas and all that is in them; and 
study the words of the law. l4 And they thou preservest all of them; and the 
found it written in the law that the host of heaven worships thee. 7 Thou 
Lord had commanded by Moses that art the Lord, the God who didst choose 
the people of Israel should dwell in Abram and bring him forth out of Ur of 
booths during the feast of the seventh the Chalde'ans and give him the name 
month, 15 ana that they should publish Abraham; 8 and thou didst find his 
and proclaim in all their towns and in heart faithful before thee, and didst 
Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and make with him the covenant to give to 
bring branches of olive, wild olive, his descendants the land of the Canaan- 
myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to ite, the Hittitc, the Amorite, the Per- 
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izzite, the jeb'usite, and the Gir'- 
gashite; and thou hast fulfilled thy 
promise, for thou art righteous. 

9 “And thou didst see the affliction 
of our fathers in Egypt and hear their 
cry at the Red Sea, 10 and didst perform 
signs and wonders against Pharaoh and 
aii his servants and all the people of his 
land, for thou knewest that they acted 
insolently against our fathers; and thou 
didst get thee a name, as it is to this day. 

11 And thou didst divide the sea before 
them, so that they went through the 
midst of the sea on dry land; and thou 
didst cast their pursuers into the 
depths, as a stone into mighty waters. 

12 By a pillar of cloud thou didst lead 
them in the day, and by a pillar of tire 
in the night to light for them the way in 
which they should go. 13 Thou didst 
come down upon Mount Sinai, and 
speak with them from heaven and give 
them right ordinances and true laws, 
good statutes and commandments, 
14 and thou didst make known to them 
thy holy sabbath and command them 
commandments and statutes and a law 
by Moses thy servant. 15 Thou didst 
give them bread from heaven for their 
hunger and bring forth water for them 
from the rock for their thirst, and thou 
didst tell them to go in to possess the 
land which thou hadst sworn to give 
them. 

16 “But they and our fathers acted 
presumptuously and stiffened their 
neck and did not obey thy command¬ 
ments; 17 they refused to obey, and 
were not mindful of the wonders which 
thou didst perform among them; but 
they stiffened their neck and appointed 
a leader to return to their bondage in 
Egypt. But thou ait a God ready to 
forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, 
and didst not forsake them. 18 Even 
when they had made for themselves a 
molten calf and said, ‘This is your God 
who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and 
had committed great blasphemies, 
19 thou in thy great mercies didst not 
forsake them in the wilderness; the 
pillar of cloud which led them in the 
way did not depart from them by day, 
nor the pillar of fire by night which 
lighted for them the way by which they 
should go. 20 Thou gavest thy good 
Spirit to instruct them, and didst not 
withhold thy manna from their mouth. 


and gavest them water for their thirst. 
21 Forty years didst thou sustain them 
in the wilderness, and they lacked noth¬ 
ing; their clothes did not wear out and 
their feet did not swell. 22 And thou 
didst give them kingdoms and ’peoples, 
and didst r.llot to them every corner ; so 
they took possession of the land of 
Sihon king of Heshbon and the land of 
Og king of Bashan. 23 Thou didst mul¬ 
tiply their descendants as the stars of 
heaven, and thou didst bring them into 
the land which thou hadst told their 
fathers to enter and possess 24 So the 
descendants went in and possessed the 
land, and thou didst subdue before 
them the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, and didst give them into 
their hands, with their kings and the 
peoples of the land, that they might do 
with them as they would. 2i And they 
captured fortified cities and a rich land, 
and took possession of houses full of all 
good things, cisterns hewn out, vine¬ 
yards, olive orchards and fruit trees in 
abundance, so they ate, and were filled 
and became fat, and delighted them¬ 
selves in thy great goodness. 

2o “Nevertheless they were dis¬ 
obedient and rebelled against thee and 
cast thy law behind their back and killed 
thy prophets, who had warned them in 
order to turn them back to thee, and 
they committed great blasphemies.. 
27 Therefore thou didst give them into 
the hand of their enemies, who made 
them suffer; and in the time of their 
suffering they cried to thee and thou 
didst hear them from heaven; and ac¬ 
cording to thy great mercies thou didst 
give them saviours who saved them from 
the hand of their enemies. 28 But after 
they had rest they did evil again before 
thee, and thou didst abandon them to 
the band of their enemies, so that they 
had dominion over them; yet when they 
turned and cried to thee thou didst hear 
from heaven, and many times thou didst 
deliver them according to thy mercies. 
29 And thou didst warn them in order to 
turn them back to thy law. Yet they 
acted presumptuously and did not obey 
thy commandments, but sinned against 
thy ordinances, by the observance of 
which a man shall live, and turned a 
stubborn shoulder and stiffened their 
neck and would not obey. 30 Many 
years thou didst bear with them, and 
didst warn them by thy Spirit through 
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thy prophets; yet they would not give 
ear. Therefore thou didst give them into 
the hand of the peoples of the lands. 
3i Nevertheless in thy great mercies 
thou didst not make an end of them or 
forsake them; for thou art a gracious 
and merciful God. 

32 “Now therefore, our God, the 
great and mighty and terrible God, who 
keepest covenant and steadfast love, let 
not all the hardship seem little to thee 
that has come upon us, upon our kings, 
our princes, our priests, our prophets, 
our fathers, and all thy people, since the 
time of the kings of Assyria until this 
day. 33 Yet thou hast been just in all that 
has come upon us, for thou hast dealt 
faithfully and we have acted wickedly; 
34 our kings, our princes, our priests, 
and our fathers have not kept thy law 
or heeded thy commandments anti thy 
warnings which thou didst give them. 
33 They did not serve thee in their 
kingdom, and in. thy great goodness 
which thou gayest them, and in the 
large and rich land which thou didst set 
before them; and they did not turn, 
from their wicked works. 36 Behold, we 
are slaves this day; in the land that thou 
gavest to our fathers to enjoy its fruit 
and its good gifts, behold, we are slaves. 
37And its rich yield goes to the kings 
whom thou hast set over us because of 
our sins; they have power also over our 
bodies and over our cattle at their 
pleasure, and we are in great distress.” 

38" Because of all this we make a 
firm covenant and write it, and our 
princes, our Levites, and our priests set 
their seal to it. 

v Those who set their seal are 
Nehcmi'ah the governor, the son 
of Hacaliah, Zcdeki ah, 2 Serai'ah, 
Azari'ah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashhur, Amari'- 
ah, Malchi'jah, 4 Hattush, Shebani'- 
ah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Mer'emoth, 
Obadi'ah, 6 Daniel, Gin'nethon, Ba¬ 
ruch, 7 MeshuHam, Abi'jah, Mi'iamin, 
8 Ma-azi'ah, Bil gai, Shemai ah; these 
are the priests. 9 And the Levites: 
Jeshua the son of Azam ah, Bin'nui of 
the sons of Hen'adad, Kad'mi-el; 10 and 
their brethren, Shebani ah, Hodi ah, 
Keli'ta, Pclai'ah, Hanan, 11 Mica, Re¬ 
hob, Hashabi'ah, 12 Zaccur, Sherebi'ah, 
Shebani'ah, 13 Hodi'ah, Bani, Beni'nu. 
14 The chiefs of the people: Parosh, 
Pa'hath-mo'ab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 
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15 Bunni, Azgad, Be'bai, 16 Adoni'jah, 
Big'vai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezeki'ah, Azzur, 
1 $ Hodi'ah, Hashum, Be'zai, 19 Hariph, 
An'athoth, Ne'bai, 20 Mag'piash, Me- 
shul'lam, Hezir, 21 Meshez'abel, Zadok, 
Jad 'du-a, 22 Pelati'ah, Hanan, Anai'ah, 
23 Hoshe'a, Hanani'ah, Hasshub, 24 Hal- 
lo'hesh, Pi'lha, Shobek, 25 Rehum, 
Hashab'nah, Ma-asei'ah, 26 Ahi'ah, Ha¬ 
nan, Anan, 27 Malluch, Harim, Ba'anah, 

28 The rest of the people, the priests, 
the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, 
the temple servants, and all who have 
separated themselves from the peoples 
of the lands to the law of God, their 
wives, their sons, their daughters, all 
who have knowledge and understand¬ 
ing, 20 join with their brethren, their 
nobles, and enter into a curse and an 
oath to walk in God’s lav/ which was 
given by Moses the servant of God, and 
to observe and do all the command¬ 
ments of the Lord our Lord and his 
ordinances and his statutes. 3t> We will 
not gi\t our daughters to die peoples of 
the land or take their daughters tor our 
sons; 31 and it the peoples of the land 
bring in w-ares or any grain on the sab¬ 
bath day to sell, we will not buy from 
them on the sabbath or on a holy day; 
and wc will forego the crops of the 
seventh year and the exaction of every 
debt. 

32 We also lay upon ourselves the 
obligation to charge ourselves yearly 
with the third part of a shekel for the 
service of the house of our God: 33 for 
the showbread, the continual cereal 
offering, the continual burnt offering, 
the sabbaths, the new moons, the ap¬ 
pointed feasts, the holy things, and the 
sin offerings to make atonement for 
Israel, and for all the work of the house 
of our God. 34 We have likewise cast 
lots, the priests, the Levites, and the 
people, for the wood offering, to bring 
it into the house of our God, according 
to our fathers* houses, at times ap¬ 
pointed, year by year, to bum upon the 
altar of the Lord our God, as it is 
written in the law. 35 We obligate our¬ 
selves to bring the first fruits of our 
ground and the first fruits of all fruit of 
every tree, year by year, to the house 
of the Lord; 36 also to bring to the 
house of our God, to the priests who 
minister in the house of our God, the 
first-born of our sons and of our cattle. 
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as it is written in the law, and the first- 10 Of the priests: Jedai'ah the son of 


lings of our herds and of our flocks; 
37 and to bring the first of our coarse 
meal, and our contributions, the fruit of 
every tree, the wine and the oil, to the 
priests, to the chambers of the house of 
our God; and to bring to the Levites the 
tithes from our ground, for it is the 
Levites who collect the tithes in all our 
rural towns. 3S And the priest, the son of 
Aaron, shall be with the Levites when 
the Levites receive the tithes; and the 
Levites shall bring up the tithe of the 
tithes to the house of our God, to the 
chambers, to the storehouse. 30 For die 
people of Israel and the sons of Levi 
shall bring the contribution of grain, 
wine, and oil to the chambers, where 
are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the 
priests that minister, and the gate¬ 
keepers and the singers. We will not 
neglect the house of our God. 

n Now the leaders of the people 
lived in Jerusalem; and the rest 
of the people cast lots to bring one out 
of ten to live in Jerusalem the holy city, 
while nine tenths remained in the other 
towns. 2 And the people blessed all the 
men who willingly offered to live in 
Jerusalem. 

3 These are the chiefs of the province 
who lived in Jerusalem; but in the 
towns of Judah every one lived on his 
property in their towns: Israel, the 
priests, the Levites, the temple servants, 
and the descendants of Solomon’s serv¬ 
ants. 4 And in Jerusalem lived certain of 
the sons of Judah and of the sons of 
Benjamin. Of the sons of J udah: Athai- 
ah the son of Uzzi'ah, son of Zechari ah, 
son of Amari'ah, son of Shephari'ah, 
son of Ma-hal alel, of the sons of Perez; 
5 and Ma-asei ah the son of Baruch, son 
of Col-ho'zeh, son of Hazai'ah, son of 
Adai'ah, son of Joi arib, son of Zecha¬ 
ri'ah, son of the Shi "Ionite. 6 All the sons 
of Perez who lived in Jerusalem were 
four hundred and sixty-eight valiant 
men. 

7 And these are the sons of Benjamin: 
Sallu the son of Meshul'lam, son of 
Jo'ed, son of Peda'iah, son of Kola'iah, 
son of Ma-asei'ah, son of Ith'i-el, son 
of Jeshai'ah. 8 And after him Gabba i, 
Sal'lai, nine hundred and twenty-eight. 

0 Jo el the son of Zichri was their over¬ 
seer; and Judah the son of Hassenu'ah 
was second over the city. 

11.3-22* 1 Chron 9.2-34. 


Joi "arib, Jachin, 11 Serai "ah the son of 
Hilki'ah, son of Meshul'lam, son of 
Zadok, son of Mera'ioth, son of Ahi'- 
tub, ruler of the house of God, 12 and 
their brethren who did the work of the 
house, eight hundred and twenty-two; 
and Adai ah the son of JeroTiam, son of 
Pelali'ah, son of Anizi, son of Zechari 
ah, son of Fashhur, son of Malchi'jah, 
13 and his brethren, heads of fathers* 
houses, two hundred and forty-two; and 
Amash'sai, the son of Az'arel, son of 
Ah'zai, son of Meshil lemoth, son of 
Immer, u and their brethren, mighty 
men of valour, a hundred and twenty- 
eight; their overseer was Zab'di-el the 
son of Haggedo 'lim. 

15 And of the Levites: Shemai'ah the 
son of Hasshub, son of Azrikam, son 
of Hashabi ah, son of Bunni; ,{) and 
Shab 'bethai and Jozabad, of the chiefs 
of the Levites, who were over the out¬ 
side work of the house of God; 17 and 
Mattani ah the son of Mica, son of 
Zabdi, son of Asaph, who was the 
leader to begin the thanksgiving in 
prayer, and Bakbukiah, the second 
among his brethren; and Abda the son 
of Sharn mu-a, son of Galal, son of 
Jedu'thun. 1S AU the Levites in the holy 
city were two hundred and eighty-four. 

19 The gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon 
and their brethren, who kept watch at 
the gates, were a hundred and seventy- 
two. 20 And the rest of Israel, and of the 
priests and the Levites, were in all the 
towns of Judah, every one in his in¬ 
heritance. 21 But the temple servants 
lived on Ophel; and Ziha and Gishpa 
were over the temple servants. 

22 The overseer of the Levites in 
Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, 
son of Hashabi 'ah, son of Mattani "ah, 
son of Mica, of the sons of Asaph, the 
singers, over the work of the house of 
God. 23 For there was a command from 
the king concerning them, and a settled 
provision for the singers, as every day 
required. 24 And Pethahi'ah the son of 
Meshez abel, of the sons of Zerah the 
son of Judah, was at the king’s hand in 
ail matters concerning the people. 

25 And as for the villages, with their 
fields, some of the people of Judah lived 
in Kir'iath-ar'ba and its villages, and in 
Dibon and its villages, and in Jekab'zeel 
and its villages, 26 and in Jeshua and in 



Dedication of the wall 431 NEHEMIAH 12 

Mola'dah and Beth-pclet, 27 in Ha'zar- of Levi, heads of fathers’ houses, were 


shu'al, in Beer-sheba and its villages, 
28 in Ziklag, in Meco'nah and its vil¬ 
lages, 29 in En-rim'mon, in Zorah, in 
Jarmuth, 30 Zano'ah, Adullam, and 
their villages, Lachish and its fields, and 
Aze'kah and its villages. So they en¬ 
camped from Beer-sheba to the valley 
of Hinnom. 31 The people of Beniamin 
also lived from Geba onward, at Mich- 
mash, Ai'ja, Bethel and its villages, 
32 An'athoth, Nob, Anani'ah, 33 Razor, 
Ramah, Gitta im, 34 Hadid, Zebo'im, 
Neballat, 3i Lod, and Ono, the valley 
of craftsmen. 3t> And certain divisions of 
the Levites in Judah were joined to 
Beniamin, 

-fi These are the priests and the 
Levites who came up with 
Zerub'babel the son of She-al'ti-el, and 
Jeshua: Serai'ah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 2 Ama- 
ri ah, Mailuch, Kattush, 3 Shecani'ah, 
Rehum, Mcr'emoth, 4 Iddo, Gin'- 
neihoi, Abi'jah, 5 Mi'jamin, Ma-adi'ah, 
Bilpah, 6 Shemai'ah, Joi'arib, Jedai'ah, 
7 Sailii, .Amok, Hilki'ah, Jedai'ah. These 
were the chiefs of the priests and of 
their brethren in the days of Jeshua. 

8 And the Levites: Jeshua, Bin'nui, 
Kad'mi-el, Sherebi'ah, Judah, and 
Mattani'ah, who with his brethren was 
in charge of the songs of thanksgiving. 
9 And Bakbuki'ah and Unno their 
brethren stood opposite them in the 
service. l0 And Jeshua was the father of 
Joi'akim, Joi'akim the father of Eli'- 
ashib, Eli'ashib the father of Joi'ada, 
11 Joi'ada the father of Jonathan, and 
Jonathan the father of Jad'du-a. 

12 And in the days of Joi'akim were 
priests, heads of fathers’ houses: of 
Serai'ah, Merai'ah; of Jeremiah, Hana- 
ni'ah; 13 of Ezra, Meshul'lam; of Ama- 
ri'ah, Jehoha'nan; 14 of Mal'luchi, Jona¬ 
than; of Shebani'ah, Joseph; 15 of 
Harim, Adna; of Mera'ioth ? Hel'kai; 
16 of Iddo, Zechari'ah; of Gm'nethon, 
Meshul'lam; 17 of Abi'jah, Zichri; of 
Mini'amin, of Moadi'ah, Pil'tai; 18 of 
Bilgah, Sham'mu-a; of Shemai'ah, Je- 
hon'athan; 19 of Joi'arib, Matte'nai; of 
Jedai'ah, Uzzi; 2 °of Sallai, KaHai; of 
Amok, Eber; 21 of Hilki'ah, Hashabi'ah; 
of Jedai'ah, Nethan'el. 

22 As for the Levites, in the days of 
Eli'ashib, Joi'ada, Joha'nan, and Jad'¬ 
du-a, there were recorded the heads of 
fathers* houses; also the priests until the 
reign of Darius the Persian. 23 The sons 


written in the Book of the Chronicles 
until the days of Joha'nan the son of 
Eli'ashib. 24 And the chiefs of the Le¬ 
vites: Hashabi'ah, Sherebi'ah, and 
Jeshua the son of Kad'mi-el, with their 
brethren over against them, to praise 
and to give thanks, according to the 
commandment of David the man of 
God, watch corresponding to watch. 
25 Mattani'ah, Bakbuki'ah, Obadi'ah, 
Meshul'lam, Talmon, and Akkub were 
gatekeepers standing guard at the store¬ 
houses of the gates. 26 These were in the 
days of Joi'akim the son of Jeshua son 
of Jo'zadak, and in the days of Nehemi'- 
ah the governor and of Ezra the priest 
the scribe. 

27 And at the dedication of the wall 
of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in 
all their places, to bring them to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication 
with gladness, with thanksgivings and 
with singing, with cymbals, harps, and 
lyres. 28 And the sons of the singers 
gathered Together from the circuit 
round Jerusalem and from the villages 
of the Netoph'athites; 29 also from 
Bcth-gilgal and from the region of Geba 
and Az'maveth; for the singers had 
built for themselves villages around 
Jerusalem, 30 And the priests and the 
Levites purified themselves; and they 
purified the people and the gates and 
the wall. 

31 Then I brought up the princes of 
Judah upon the wall, and appointed 
two great companies which gave thanks 
and went in procession. One went to the 
right upon the wall to the Dung Gate; 

32 and after them went Hoshai'ah and 
half of the princes of Judah, 33 and 
Azari'ah, Ezra, Meshul'lam, 34 Judah, 
Benjamin, Shemai'ah, and Jeremiah, 

33 and certain of the priests’ sons with 
trumpets: Zechari'ah the son of Jona¬ 
than, son of Shemai'ah, son of Mat¬ 
tani'ah, son of Micai'ah, son of Zaccur, 
son of Asaph; 36 and his kinsmen, 
Shemai'ah, Az'arel, MiTalaL Gil'alai, 
Ma'ai, Nethan'el, Judah, and Hana'ni, 
with the musical instruments of David 
the man of God; and Ezra the scribe 
went before them. 37 At the Fountain 
Gate they went up straight before them 
by the stairs of the dty of David, at the 
ascent of the wall, above the house 
of David, to the Water Gate on the 
east. 
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38 The other company of those who separated from Israel all those of 


gave thanks went to the left, and I 
followed them with half of the people, 
upon the wall, above the Tower of the 
Ovens, to the Broad Wall, 39 and above 
die Gate of E'phraim, and by the Old 
Gate, and by the Fish Gate and the 
Tower of Han'and and the Tower of 
the Hundred, to the Sheep Gate ; and 
they came to a halt at the Gate of the 
Guard. 40 So both companies of diose 
who gave thanks stood in the house of 
God, and I and half of the officials with 
me; 41 and the priests Eli akim, Ma- 
asei'ah, Mim'amin, Micai'ah, Eli-o- 
e'nai, Zechari ah, and Hanani ah, with 
trumpets; 42 and Ma-asei'ah, Shemai'ah, 
Elea'zar, Uzzi, Jehoha nan, Malchi'iah, 
Elam, and Ezer. And die singers sang 
with Jezrahiah as their leader. 43 And 
they offered great sacrifices that day and 
rejoiced, for God had made them re¬ 
joice with great joy; the women and 
children also rejoiced. And the joy of 
Jerusalem was heard afar off. 

44 On that day men were appointed 
over the chambers for the stores, the 
contributions, the first fruits, and the 
tithes, to gather into them the portions 
required by the law- for the priests and 
for the Invites according to me fields of 
the towns; for Judah rejoiced over the 

J >riests and the Levites who ministered. 

5 And they performed the service of 
their God and the service of purifica¬ 
tion, as did the singers and the gate¬ 
keepers, according to the command of 
David and his son Solomon. 46 For in 
the days of David and Asaph of old there 
was a chief of the singers, and there 
were songs of praise and thanksgiving 
to God. 47 And all Israel in the days of 
Zerub’babel and in the days of Nehe- 
miah gave the daily portions for the 
singers and the gatekeepers; and they 
set apart that which was for the Levites; 
and the Levites set apart that which was 
for the sons of Aaron. 

B On that day they read from the 
book of Moses in the hearing of 
the people; and in it was found written 
that no Ammonite or Moabite should 
ever enter the assembly of God; 2 for 
they did not meet the children of Israel 
with bread and water, but hired Balaam 
against them to curse them—yet our 
God turned the curse into a blessing. 

3 When the people heard the law, they 

13.lt Dent 23,3-5. 


foreign descent. 

4 Now before this, Eli'ashib the 
priest, who was appointed over the 
chambers of the house of our God, and 
who was connected with Tobi'ah, 
* prepared for Tobi ah a large chamber 
where they had previously put the 
cereal offering, the frankincense, the 
vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, 
and oil* which were given by command¬ 
ment to the Levites, singers, and gate¬ 
keepers, and the contributions for the 
priests. While this was taking place I 
was not in Jerusalem, for in tlie thirty- 
second year of Ar-ta-xerx'es king of 
Babylon 1 went to the king. And after 
some time I asked leave of the king 
; and came to Jerusalem, and I then 
discovered the evil that Eli'ashib had 
done for Tobi'ah, preparing for him a 
chamber in the courts of the house of 
God. s And I was very angry, and I 
threw all the household furniture of 
Tobi all out of the chamber. 9 Then I 
gave orders and they cleansed the cham¬ 
bers; and I brought back thither the 
vessels of the house of God, with the 
cereal offering and the frankincense. 

30 1 also found out. that the portions 
of the Levites had not been given to 
them; so that the Levites and the 
singers, who did the work, had fled each 
to his field. u So I remonstrated with 
the officials and said, '"Why is the house 
of God forsaken?” And I gathered them 
together and set them in their stations. 
12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of 
the grain, wine, and oil into the store¬ 
houses. 13 And I appointed as treasurers 
over the storehouses Shelcrai'ah the 
priest, Zadok the scribe, and Peda'iah of 
the Levites, and as their assistant Hanan 
the son of Zaccur, son of Mattarti'ah, 
for they were counted faithful; and 
their duty was to distribute to their 
brethren. 14 Remember me, O my God, 
concerning this, and wipe not out my 
good deeds that I have done for 
die house of my God and for his 
service. 

15 In those days I saw in Judah men 
treading wine presses on the sabbath* 
and bringing m heaps of grain and 
loading them on asses; and also wine, 
grapes, figs, and all kinds of burdens, 
which they brought into Jerusalem on 
the sabbath day; and 1 warned them on 
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the day when they sold food. 16 Men of 
Tyre also, who lived in the city, brought 
in fish and all kinds of wares and sold 
them on the sabbath to the people of 
Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I 
remonstrated with the nobles of Judah 
and said to them, 44 What is this evil 
thing which you are doing, profaning 
the sabbath day? Did not your fathers 
act in this way, and did not our God 
bring all tins evil on us and on this city? 
Yet you bring more wrath upon Israel 
by profaning the sabbath.” 

19 When it began to be dark at the 
gates of Jerusalem before the sabbath, 
I commanded that the doors should be 
shut and gave orders that they should 
not be opened until after the sabbath. 
And i set some of my servants over the 
gates, that no burden might be brought 
in on the sabbath day! 20 Then the 
merchants and sellers of all kinds of 
wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or 
twice. 21 Bur I warned them and said to 
them, '‘Why do you lodge before the 
wall? If you do so again I will lay hands 
on you.” From that time on they did not 
come on the sabbath. 22 And I com¬ 
manded die Levites that they should 
purify themselves and come and guard 
the gates, to keep tno sabbaih day holy. 
Remember this also in mv favour, O my 
God, and spare me according to the 
greatness of thy steadfast love. 

23 In those days also I saw the Tews 
who had married women of Ashdod, 


Ammon, and Moab *, 24 and half of their 
children spoke die language of Ashdod, 
and they could not speak the language 
of Judah, but the language of each 
people. 25 And I contended with them 
and cursed them and beat some of them 
and pulled out their hair ; and I made 
them take oath in the name of God, 
saying, “You shall not give your daugh¬ 
ters to their sons, or take their daugh¬ 
ters for your sons or for yourselves. 
26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin oh 
account of such women? Among the 
many nations there w r as no king like 
him, and he was beloved by his God, 
and God made him king over all Israel; 
nevertheless foreign women made even 
him to sin. 27 Shall we then listen to you 
and do all this great evil and act treach¬ 
erously against our God by marrying 
foreign women?” 

28 And one of the sons of Jehoi'ada, 
the son of Eli ashib the high priest, was 
the son-in-law of Sanbal'lar the Hor- 
onitc; therefore 1 chased him from me. 
2V Remember them, O my God, because 
they have defiled the priesthood and the 
covenant of the priesthood and the 
Levites. 

30 Thus I cleansed them from every¬ 
thing foreign, and I established the 
duties of the priests and Levites, each 
in his work; 71 and I provided for the 
wood offering, at appointed times, and 
for the fir>t iruits. Remember me, O 
my God, for good. 


THF BOOK OF 

ESTHER 


I ln the days of Ahasu-e'rus, the 
Ahasu-c'rus who reigned from 
India to Ethiopia over one hundred and 
twenty-seven provinces, 2 in those days 
when King Ahasu-e i us sat on his royal 
throne in Susa the capital, 3 in the third 
year of his reign he gave a banquet for 
all his princes and servants, the army 
chiefs 0 of Persia and Media and the 
nobles and governors of the provinces 
being before him, 4 while he showed the 
riches of his royal glory and the splen¬ 
dour and pomp of his majesty for many 
a Heb ih* army b Or rods 


days, a hundred and eighty days. 5And 
when these days were completed, the 
king gave for all the people present in 
Susa the capital, both great and small, 
a banquet lasting for seven days, in the 
court of the garden of the king’s palace. 
6 There were white cotton curtains and 
blue hangings caught up with cords of 
fine linen and purple to silver rings*' and 
marble pillars, and also couches of gold 
and silver on a mosaic pavement of por¬ 
phyry, marble, mother-of-pearl and 
precious stones. 7 Drinks were served 
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in golden goblets, goblets of different 
kinds, and the royal wine was lavished 
according to the bounty of the king. 
8And drinking was according to the 
law, no one was compelled; for the king 
had given orders to all the officials of 
his palace to do as every man desired. 
9 Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for 
the women in the palace which belonged 
to King Ahasu-e'rus. 

10 On the seventh day, when the 
heart of the king was merry with wine, 
he commanded Mehu'man, Biztha, 
Harbo'na, Bigtha and Abag'tha, Ze- 
thar and Carkas, the seven eunuchs 
who served King Ahasu-e'rus as cham¬ 
berlains, 11 to bring Queen Vashti be¬ 
fore the king with her royal crown, in 
order to show the peoples and the 
princes her beauty; for she was fair 
to behold. 12 But Queen Vashti refused 
to come at the king’s command con¬ 
veyed by the eunuchs. At this the king 
was enraged, and his anger burned 
within him. 

13 Then the king said to the wise men 
who knew the times—for this was the 
king’s procedure toward all who were 
versed in law and judgment, * 4 the men 
next to him being Carshe'na, Shethar, 
Adma'tha, Tarshish, Meres, Marse'na, 
and Memu'can, the seven princes of 
Persia and Media, who saw the king's 
face, and sat first in the kingdom—: 

15 “According to the law, what is to be 
done to Queen Vashti, because she has 
not performed the command of King 
Ahasu-e'rus conveyed by the eunuchs?” 

16 Then Memu'can said in presence of 
the king and the princes, “Not only to 
the king has Queen Vashti done wrong, 
but also to all the princes and all the 
peoples who are in all the provinces of 
King Ahasu-e'rus. 17 For this deed of 
the queen will be made known to all 
women, causing them to look with con¬ 
tempt upon their husbands, since they 
will say, ‘King Ahasu-e'rus commanded 
Queen Vashti to be brought before him, 
and she did not come.’ 18 This very day 
the ladies of Persia and Media who have 
heard of the queen’s behaviour will be 
telling it to all the king’s princes, and 
there will be contempt and wrath in 
plenty. 19 If it please the king, let a royal 
order go forth from him, and let it be 
written among the laws of the Persians 
and the Medes so that it may not be 
altered, that Vashti is to come no more 


before King Ahasu-e'rus; and let the 
king give her royal position to another 
who is better than she. 20 So when the 
decree made by the king is proclaimed 
throughout all his kingdom, vast as it is, 
all women will give honour to their hus¬ 
bands, high and low.” 21 This advice 
pleased the king and the princes, and 
the king did as Memu'can proposed; 
22 he sent letters to all the royal prov¬ 
inces, to every province in its own script 
and to every people in its own language, 
that every man be lord in his own house 
and speak according to the language of 
his people. 

After these things, when the anger 
of King Ahasu-e'rus had abated, he 
remembered Vashti and what she had 
done and what had been decreed against 
her. 2 Then the king's servants who at¬ 
tended him said, “Let beautiful young 
virgins be sought out for the king. 3 And 
let the king appoint officers in all the 
provinces of his kingdom to gather all 
the beautiful young virgins to the harem 
in Susa the capital, under custody of 
Hegai the king's eunuch who is in 
charge of the women; let their oint¬ 
ments be given them. 4 And let the 
maiden who pleases the king be queen 
instead of Vashti.” This pleased the 
king, and he did so. 

5 Now there was a Jew in Susa the 
capital whose name was Mor'decai, the 
son of Ja'ir, son of Shim'e-i, son of 
Kish, a Benjaminitc, 6 who had been 
carried away from Jerusalem among the 
captives carried away with Jeconi ah 
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon had carried away. 
7 He had brought up Hadas'sah, that is 
Esther, the daughter of his uncle, for 
she had neither father nor mother; the 
maiden was beautiful and lovely, and 
when her father and her mother died, 
Mor'decai adopted her as his own 
daughter. 8 So when the king’s order 
and his edict were proclaimed, and 
when many maidens were gathered in 
Susa the capital in custody of Hegai, 
Esther also was taken into the king’s 
palace and put in custody of Hegai who 
had charge of the women. 9 And the 
maiden pleased him and won his favour; 
and he quickly provided her with her 
ointments and her portion of food, and 
with seven chosen maids from the king’s 
palace, and advanced her and her 
maids to the best place in the harem. 
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Esther had not made known her 
people or kindred, for Mor'decai had 
charged her not to make it known. 

And every day Mor'decai walked in 
front of the court of the harem, to learn 
how Esther was. and how she faxed. 

12 Now when the turn came for each 
maiden to go m to King Ahasu-e'rus, 
after being twelve months under the 
regulations for the "women, since this 
was the regular period of their beauti¬ 
fying, six months with oil of myrrh and 
six months with spices and ointments 
lor women— 13 when the maiden went 
in to the king in this way she was given 
whatever she desired to take with her 
from tire harem to the king’s palace. 
)4 In the evening she went, and in the 
morning she came back to the second 
harem in custody of Sha-ash’g.rt the 
king’s eunuch who war. in charge of the 
concubines; she did not go in to the 
king again, unless the king delighted in 
her and she war. summoned by name. 

I? When the turn came for Esther 
the daughter of Ab ihail the uncle of 
Mor'decai, who had adopted her as his 
own daughter, ro go in to the king, she 
asked for nothing except what Hegux the 
king’s eunuch, who had charge of the 
women, advised. Now Esther found 
favour in the eyes of all v\ ho saw her. 
lb And when Esther was taken to King 
Ahaso-e rus into his royal palace in the 
tenth month, which is the month of 
Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign, 
17 the king loved Esther more than all 
the women, and she found grace and 
favour in his sight more than all the vir¬ 
gins.. so that he set the royal crown on 
her head and made her queen instead of 
Vashti. 18 Then the king gave a great 
banquet to all his princes and servants; 
it was Esther’s banquet. He also 
granted a remission of taxes 0 to the 
provinces, and gave gifts with royal 
liberality. 

Is* When the virgins were gathered 
together the second time, Mor decai 
was sitting at the king’s gate. Now 
Esther had not made known her kindred 
or her people, as Mor decai had charged 
her; for Esther obeyed Mor'decai just 
as when she was brought up by him. 

And in those days, as Mor'decai was 
sitting at the king’s gate, Rigthan and 
Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, who 
guarded the threshold, became angry 

* Or a holiday 


and sought to lay hands on King Ahasu- 
e'rus. 22 And this came to the knowledge 
of Mor'decai, and he told it to Queen 
Esther, and Esther told the king in the 
name of Mor'decai. When the affair 
was investigated and found to be so, the 
men were both hanged on the gallows. 
And it was recorded in the Book of the 
Chronicles in the presence of the king. 

3 After these things King Ahasu- 
e'rus promoted Haman the Ag'- 
agite, the son of Hammeda'tha, and ad¬ 
vanced him and set his seat above all the 
princes who were with him. 2 And all the 
king’s servants who were at the king’s 
gate bowed down and did obeisance to 
Human; for the king had so commanded 
concerning him. But Mor'decai did not 
bow down or do obeisance. i Then the 
king's servants who were at the king's 
gate said to Mor'decai, *‘\K'hy do you 
transgress the king's command?” 4 And 
when they spoke to him day after day 
and he would not listen to them, they 
told Raman, in order to see whether 
Mor decai’s words would avail; for he 
had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And 
when Haman saw that Mor'decai did 
not bow down or do obeisance to him. 
Human was filled with fury. 0 But he 
disdained to lay hands on Mor'decai 
alone. So, as they had made known to 
him the people of Mor'decai, Haman 
sought to destroy all the jews, the peo¬ 
ple of Mor'decai, throughout the whole 
kingdom of Aliasu-c rus. 

7 In die first month, which is the 
month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of 
King Ahasu-e'rus, they cast Pur, that is 
the lot, before Haman day after day; 
and they cast it month after month till 
the twelfth month, which is the month 
of Adar. 8 Then Haman said to King 
Ahasu-e'rns, “There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among 
the peoples in all the provinces of your 
kingdom; their laws are different from 
those of every other people, and they do 
not keep the lung’s laws, so that it is not 
for the king's profit to tolerate them. 
0 If it please the king, let it be decreed 
that they be destroyed, and I will pay 
ten thousand talents of silver into the 
hands of those who have charge of the 
king’s business, that they may put it 
into the king's treasuries.” 10 So the 
king took his signet ring; from his hand 
and gave it to Haman the Ag agite, the 
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son of Hammeda'tha, the enemy of the 
Jews. 11 And the king said to Haman, 
‘‘The money is given to you, the people 
also, to do with them as it seems good to 
you.” 

12 Then the king’s secretaries were 
summoned on the thirteenth day of the 
first month, and an edict, according to 
all that Haman commanded, was writ¬ 
ten to the king’s satraps and to the 
governors over all the provinces and to 
the princes of all the peoples, to every 
province in its own script and every 
people in its own language; it was 
written in the name of King Ahasu- 
e'rus and sealed with the king’s ring. 
*3 Letters were sent by couriers to all 
the king’s provinces, to destroy, to slay, 
and to annihilate ail Jews, young and 
old, women and children, in one day, 
the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month of Adar, and to 
plunder their goods. 14 A copy of the 
document was to be issued as a decree 
in every pnn'ince by proclamation to 
all the peoples to be ready for that day. 
15 The couriers went in haste by order 
of the king, and the decree was issued 
in Susa the capital. And the king and 
Hainan sat down to drink; but the city 
of Susa was perplexed. 

4 When Mor'decai learned all that 
had been done, Mor'decai rent his 
clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, 
and went out into the midst of the city, 
wailing with a loud and bitter cry; 2 he 
went up to the entrance of the king’s 
gate, for no one might enter the king’s 
gate clothed with sackcloth. 3 And in 
every province, wherever the king’s 
command and his decree came, there 
was great mourning among the Jews, 
with fasting and weeping and lament¬ 
ing, and most of them lay in sackcloth 
and ashes. 

4 When Esther’s maids and her eu¬ 
nuchs came and told her, the queen was 
deeply distressed; she sent garments to 
clothe Mor'decai, so that he might take 
off his sackcloth, but he would not ac¬ 
cept them. 5 Then Esther called for 
Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs, 
who had been appointed to attend her, 
and ordered him to go to Mor'decai to 
learn what this was and why it was. 
6 Hathach went out to Mor'decai in the 
open square of the city in front of the 
king’s gate, 7 and Mor'decai told him all 
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that had happened to him, and the 
exact sum of money that Haman had 
promised to pay into the king s treas¬ 
uries for the destruction of the Jews. 

8 Mor'decai also gave him a copy of 
the written decree issued in Susa for 
their destruction, that he might show 
it to Esther and explain it. to her and 
charge her to go to the king to make 
supplication to him and entreat him 
for her people. 9 And Hathach went and 
told Esther what Mor'decai had said. 

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 
gave him a message for Mor'decai, 
saying, 11 “All the king’s servants and 
the people of the king’s provinces know 
that if any man or woman goes to the 
king inside the inner court without be¬ 
ing called, there is but one law; all alike 
are to be put to death, except the one to 
whom the king holds out the golden 
sceptre that he may live. And I have not 
been called to come in to the king these 
thirty days.” 12 And they told Mor'decai 
what Esther had said. 13 Then Moi 
decai told them to return answer to 
Esther, “Think not that in the king’s 
palace you will escape any more than 
all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep 
silence at such a time as this, relief and 
deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another quarter, but you and your fa¬ 
ther’s house will perish. And who knows 
whether you have not come to the king¬ 
dom for such a time as this?” 15 Then 
Esther told them to reply to Mor'decai, 
16 “Go, gather all the Jews to be found 
in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, 
and neither eat nor drink for three days, 
night or day. I and my maids will also 
fast as you do. Then I will go to the 
king, though it is against the law; and 
if I perish, I perish. 17 Mor'decai then 
went away and did everything as Esther 
had ordered him. 

5 On the third day Esther put on her 
royal robes and stood in the inner 
court of the king’s palace, opposite the 
king’s hall. The king was sitting on his 
royal throne inside the palace opposite 
the entrance to the palace; 2 ana when 
the king saw Queen Esther standing in 
the court, she found favour in his sight 
and he held out to Esther the golden 
sceptre that was in his hand. Then 
Esther approached and touched the top 
of the sceptre. 3 And the king said to 
her, “What is it* Queen Esther? What is 
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your request? It shall be given you, 
even to the half of my kingdom.” 4 And 
Esther said, ’‘if it please the king, let 
the king and Haman come this day to a 
dinner that 1 have prepared for the 
king.” 5 Then said the king, “Bring 
Haman quickly, that we may do as 
Esther desires.” So the king and Hainan 
came to the dinner that Esther had pre¬ 
pared. °And as they were drinking 
wine, the king said to Esther, “What is 
your petition? It shall be granted you. 
And what is your request? Even to the 
half of my kingdom, it shall be ful¬ 
filled.” 7 But Esther said, “My petition 
and my request is: 8 If I have found 
favour in the sight of the king, and if it 
please the king to grant my petition and 
fulfil my request, let the king and 
Hainan come tomorrowto the dinner 
which I will prepare for them, and 
tomorrow I will do as the king has 
said.” 

9 And Haman went out that day 
loyfui and glad of heart. But when 
Haman saw Mor decai in the king’s 
gate, that he neither rose nor trem¬ 
bled before him, he was filled with 
wrath against Mor decai. 10 Neverthe¬ 
less Haman restrained himself, and 
went home; and he sent and fetched 
his friends and his wife Zeresh. 11 And 
Hainan recounted to them the splen¬ 
dour of his riches, the number of his 
sons, all the promotions with which the 
king had honoured him, and how he 
had advanced him above the princes and 
the servants of the king. 12 And Haman 
added, “Even Queen Esther let no one 
come with the king to the banquet she 
prepared but myself. And tomorrow 
also I am invited by her together with 
the king. 13 Yet all this does me no 
good, so long as I see Mor'decai the 
Jew sitting at the king’s gate.” 14 Then 
his wife Zeresh and all his friends said 
to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits high 
be made, and in the morning tell the 
king to have Mor'decai hanged upon it; 
then go merrily with the king to the 
dinner.” This counsel pleased Haman, 
and he had the gallows made. 

5 On that night the king could not 
sleep; and he gave orders to bring 
the book of memorable deeds, the 
chronicles, and they were read before 
the king. 2 And it was found written 
how Mor'decai had told about Bigthana 
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and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, 
who guarded the threshold, and who 
had sought to lay hands upon King 
Ahasu-e'rus. 3 And the king said, ,r What 
honour or dignity has been bestowed on 
Mor decai for this?” The king’s servants 
who attended him said, “Nothing has 
been done for him.” 4 And the king said, 
“Who is in the court?” Now Haman 
had just entered the outer court of 
the king’s palace to speak to the king 
about having Mor'decai hanged on 
the gallows that he had prepared for 
him. 5 So the king’s servants told him, 
“Hainan is there, standing in the 
court.” And the king said, “Let him 
come in.” 6 So Haman came in, and the 
king said to him, “What shall be done to 
the man whom the king delights to 
honour?” And Haman said to himself, 
“Whom would the king delight to 
honour more than me?” 7 And Hainan 
said to the king, “For the man whom the 
king delights to honour, 8 let royal robes 
be brought, which the king has worn, 
and the horse which the king has ridden, 
and on whose head a royal crown is set; 
5 and let the robes and the horse be 
handed over to one of the king’s most 
noble princes; let him* array the man 
whom the king delights to honour, and 
let him* conduct the man on horseback 
through the open square of the city, 
proclaiming before him: ‘Thus shall it 
be done to the man whom the king de¬ 
lights to honour,’ ” 10 Then the king 
said to Haman, “Make haste, take the 
robes and the horse, as you have said, 
and do so to Mor'decai the Jew who sits 
at the king’s gate. Leave out nothing 
that you have mentioned.” 11 So Haman 
took the robes and the horse, and he 
arrayed Mor'decai and made him ride 
through the open square of the city, 
proclaiming, “Thus shall it be done to 
the man whom the king delights to 
honour.” 

12 Then Mor'decai returned to the 
king’s gate. But Haman hurried to his 
house, mourning and with his head 
covered. 13 And Haman told his wife 
Zeresh and all his friends everything 
that had befallen him. Then his wise 
men and his wife Zeresh said to him, 
“If Mor'decai, before whom you have 
begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, 
you will not prevail against him but will 
surely fall before him.” 
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14 While they were yet talking with 
him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and 
brought Hainan in haste to the banquet 
that Esther had prepared. 

So the king and Hainan went in to 
feast with Queen Esther. 2 And on 
the second day, as they were drinking 
wine, the king again said to Esther, 
“What is your petition, Queen Esther? 
It shall be granted you. And what is 
your request? Even to the half of my 
kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” * Then 
Queen Esther answered, “If I have 
found favour in your sight, O king, and 
if it please the king, let my life be given 
me at my petition, and my people at my 
request. 4 For we are sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and 
to be annihilated. If we had been sold 
merely as slaves, men and women, I 
would have held my peace; for our 
affliction is not to be compared with the 
loss to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasu- 
e'rus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, 
and where is he, that would presume to 
do this?” 6 And Esther said, “A foe and 
enemy! This wicked Haman F’ Then 
Hainan was in terror before the king and 
the queen. 7 And the king rose from the 
feast in wrath and went into the palace 
garden; but Haman stayed to beg his 
life from Queen Esther, for he saw that 
evil was determined against him by the 
king. 8 And the king returned from the 
palace garden to the place where they 
were drinking wine, as Haman was 
falling on the couch where Esther was; 
and the king said, “Will he even assault 
the queen in my presence, in my own 
house?” As the words left the mouth of 
the king, they covered Hainan’s face. 
9 Then said Harbo'na, one of the eu¬ 
nuchs in attendance on the king, 
“Moreover, the gallows which Haman 
has prepared for Mor'decai, whose word 
saved the king, is standing in Haman’s 
house, fifty cubits high.” 10 And the 
king said, “Hang him on that.” So they 
hanged Haman on the gallows which he 
had prepared for Mor'decai. Then the 
anger of the king abated. 

On that day King Ahasu-e'rus 
gave to Queen Esther the house of 
Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And 
Mor'decai came before the king, for 
Esther had told what he was to her; 
2 and the king took off his signet ring, 
which he had taken from Haman, and 
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gave it to Mor'decai. And Esther set 
Mor'decai over the house of Haman. 

3 Then Esther spoke again to the 
king; she fell at his feet and besought 
him with tears to avert the evil design 
of Haman the Ag'agite and the plot 
which he had devised against the Jews. 
4 And the king held out the golden 
sceptre to Esther. 5 and Esther rose and 
stood before the king. And she said, “If 
it please the king, and if I have found 
favour in his sight, and if the thing seem 
right before the king, and I be pleasing 
in his eyes, let an order be written to 
revoke the letters devised by Haman the 
Ag'agite, the son of Hammedatha, 
which he wrote to destroy the Jews who 
are in all the provinces of the king. 6 For 
how can I endure to see the calamity 
that is coming to my people? Or how 
can I endure to see the destruction of 
my kindred?” 7 Then King Ahasu-e'rus 
said to Queen Esther and to Mor'decai 
the Jew, “Behold, I have given Esther 
the house of Haman, and they have 
hanged him on the gallows, because he 
would lay hands on the Jews. 8 And you 
may write as you please with regard to 
the Jews, in the name of the king, and 
seal it with the king’s ring ; for an edict 
written in the name of the king and 
sealed with the king’s ring cannot be 
revoked.” 

9 The king’s secretaries were sum¬ 
moned at that time, in the third month, 
which is the month of Sivan, on the 
twenty-third day; and an edict was 
written according to all that Mor'decai 
commanded concerning the Jews to the 
satraps and the governors and the 
princes of the provinces from India to 
Ethiopia, a hundred and twenty-seven 
provinces, to every province in its own 
script and to every people in its own 
language, and also to the Jews in their 
script and their language. 19 The writing 
was in the name of King Ahasu-e'rus 
and sealed with the king’s ring, and 
letters were sent by mounted couriers 
riding on swift horses that were used in 
the king’s service, bred from the royal 
stud. 11 By these the king allowed the 
Jews who were in every city to gather 
and defend their lives, to destroy, to 
slay, and to annihilate any armed force 
of any people or province that might 
attack them, with their children and 
women, and to plunder their goods* 



Jews destroy their enemies 439 ESTHER 9 


12 upon one day throughout all the 
provinces of King Ahasu-erus, on the 
thirteenth, day or the twelfth month, 
which is the month of Adar. l3 A copy of 
what was written was to be issued as a 
decree in every province, and by 
proclamation to all peoples, and the 
Jews were to be ready on that day to 
avenge themselves upon their enemies., 
1 4 So the couriers, mounted on their 
swift horses that were used in the king’s 
service, rode out in haste, urged by the 
icing's command; and the decree was 
issued in Susa the capital. 

15 Then Mor decal went out from 
the presence of the king in rovai robes 
of blue and white, with a great golden 
crown and a. mantle of fine linen and 
purple, while the ctry of Susa shouted 
and rejoiced. u The jews had light and 
gladness and toy and honour. ' 7 And m 
every province and in every city., 
wherever the king’s command and his 
edict came, there was gladness and >oy 
among the jews, a feast and a holiday. 
And many from die peoples of the 
country declared themselves Jews, for 
the fear of the Jews had fallen upon 
them. 

9 Now in the twelfth month, which 
is die month of Adar, on die thir¬ 
teenth day of the same, when the king’s 
command and edict were about to be 
executed, on the. very day when the 
enemies of the Tews hoped to gci the 
mastery over them, but which had been 
changed to a day when the Jews should 
get the mastery over their foes, - the 
Jews gathered in their cities throughout 
all the provinces of King Ahasn-e rus 
to lay hands on such as sought then 
hurt.. And no one could make a stand 
against them, for the fear of them had 
fallen upon all peoples. 3 A LI the princes 
of the provinces and the satraps and the 
ovemors and the royal officials also 
eiped the Jews, for the fear of Mor- 
decai had fallen upon them . A For Mor'- 
decai was great in the king’s house, and 
his fame spread throughout all the 
provinces; for the man Mor decai grew 
more and more powerful. - So the jews 
smote all their enemies with the sword., 
slaughtering, and destroying them, and 
did as they pleased to those who hated 
them. 6 In Susa the capital itself the 
Jews slew and destroyed five hundred 
men, 7 and also slew Par-shan-da tha 
and Dalphon and Aspa'tlia 8 and Pora - 


tha and Adaffia and Arida'tha 9 and 
Parmash'ta and Ar'isai and Ar'idai and 
Vaiza'tha, i0 the ten sons of Hainan the 
son of Hammeda'tha, the enemy of the 
Jews; but they laid no hand on the 
plunder. 

11 That very day the number of 
those slain m Susa the capital was re¬ 
ported to the king. 12 And the king said 
to Queen Esther.. “In Susa the capital 
the jews have slain five hundred men 
and also the ten sons of Haman. What 
then have they done in the rest of the 
king’s provinces! Now what is your 
petition? It shall be granted you. And 
what further is your request? It shall be 
fulfilled.” 13 And Esther said, “If it 
please the king, let the jews who are in 
Susa be allowed tomorrow also to do 
according to this day 's edict. And let the 
ten sons 01 Raman be hanged on the 
gallows. ’ 14 So the king commanded 
this to be done; a decree was issued in 
Susa, and the ten sons of Haman were 
hanged. 15 The Jews who were in Susa 
gathered also on the fourteenth day of 
the month of Adar and they slew three 
hundred men in Susa; bur. they laid no 
hands on the plunder. 

16 Now the other Jews who were in 
the king’s piovinces also gathered to 
defend their lives, and got relief from 
their enemies, and slew seventy-five 
thousand of those who hated them; but 
they laid nc hands on the plunder. 
17 This was on the thirteenth day of the 
month of Adar, and on the fourteenth 
day they rested and made that a day of 
feasting and gladness. But the Jews 
who were in Susa gathered on the thir¬ 
teenth day and on the fourteenth, and 
rested on the fifteenth day, making that 
a da$ of feasting and gladness. 19 There¬ 
fore the Jews of the villages, who live in 
the open towns, hold the fourteenth day 
of the month of Adar as a day for glad¬ 
ness and feasting and holiday-making, 
and a day on which they send choice 
portions to one another. 

20 And Mor decai recorded these 
things, and sent letters to all the Jews 
who were in all the provinces of King 
Ahasu-erus, both near and far, 21 en- 
ioining them that they should keep the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar and 
also the fifteenth day of the same, year 
by year, 22 as the days on which the 
Jews got relief from their enemies, and 
as the month that had been turned for 
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them from sorrow into gladness and 
from mourning into a holiday; that 
they should make them days of feasting 
and gladness, days for sending choice 
portions to one another and gifts to the 
poor. 

23 So the Jews undertook to do as 
they had begun, and as Mor'decai had 
written to them. 24 For Haman the 
Ag'agite, the son of Hammeda tha, the 
enemy of all the Jew’s, had plotted 
against the Jews to destroy them, and 
had cast Pur, that is the lot, to crush and 
destroy them; 25 but when Esther came 
before the king, he gave orders in writ¬ 
ing that his wicked plot which he had 
devised against the jews should come 
upon his own head, and that he and his 
sons should be hanged on the gallows. 
26 Therefore they called these days 
Purim, after the term Pur. And there¬ 
fore, because of all that was written in 
this letter, and of what they had faced 
in this matter, and of what had befallen 
them, 27 the jews ordained and took it 
upon themselves and their descendants 
and all who joined them, that without 
fail they would keep these two days ac¬ 
cording to what was written and at the 
time appointed every year, that these 
days should be remembered and kept 
throughout every generation, in every 
family, province, and city, and that 
these days of Purim should never fall 


Feast of Purim instituted 
into disuse among the Jews, nor should 
the commemoration of these days cease 
among their descendants. 

29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter 
of Ab'ihail, and Mor'decai the Jew 
gave full written authority, confirming 
this second letter about Purim. Let¬ 
ters were sent to all the Jews, to the 
hundred and twenty-seven provinces of 
the kingdom of Ahasu-e'rus, in words 
of peace and truth, ^ that these days of 
Purim should be observed at their ap¬ 
pointed seasons, as Mor'decai the Jew 
and Queen Esther enjoined upon the 
Jew's, and as they had laid down for 
themselves and for their descendants, 
with regard to their lasts and their 
lamenting. - 12 The command of Queen 
Esther fixed these practices of Purim, 
and it was recorded in writing. 

1A King Ahasu-e'rus laid tribute 
JLv on the land and on the coast- 
lands of the sea. -And ail the acts of 
his power and might, and the full ac¬ 
count of the high honour of Mor’decai;, 
to which the king advanced him, are 
they not written in the Book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Media and 
Persia? 1 2 3 For Mor'decai the Jew was 
next in rank to King Ahasu-e'rus, and 
he was great among the Jews and popu¬ 
lar with the multitude of his brethren, 
for he sought the welfare of his people 
and spoke peace to all his people. 
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THE BOOK OF 

JOB 


1 There was a man in the land of Uz, 
whose name was Job; and that man 
was blameless and upright, one who 
feared God, and turned away from evil. 

2 There were bom to him seven sons 
and three daughters. 3 He had seven 

thousand sheep, three thousand camels, 
five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hun¬ 
dred she-asses, and very many servants; 
so that this man was the greatest of all 
the people of the east. 4 His sons used to 

go and hold a feast in the house of each 
on his day; and they would send and 
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invite their three sisters to eat and drink 
with them. 5 And when the days of the 
feast had run their course. Job would 
send and sanctify them, and he would 
rise early in the morning and offer 
burnt offerings according to the number 
of them all; for Job said, “It may be 
that my sons have sinned, and cursed 
God in their hearts.” Thus Job did 
continually. 

6 Now there was a day when the son* 
of God came to present themselves be¬ 
fore the Loro, and Satan 0 also came 
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among; them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, Lord gave, and the Lord has taken 


“Whence have you come?” Satan an¬ 
swered the Lord, “From going to and 
fro on the earth, and from walking up 
and down on it. 8 And the Lord said to 
Satan, “Have you considered my serv¬ 
ant Job, that there is none like him on 
the earth, a blameless and upright man, 
who fears God and turns away from 
evil?’ 4 v Then Satan answered the 
Lord, “Does Job fear God for naught? 
so Hast thou noc put a hedge about him 
and his house and all that he has, on 
every side? Thou hast blessed the work 
of Ins hands, and his possessions have 
increased in the land. 11 But put forth 
thv band now, and touch all that he has, 
and he will curse thee to thv face/’ 
*-And the Lord said to Satan, “Be¬ 
hold, all that he has is in your power; 
onl\ upon himself do not put forth your 
hand.” So Satan went forth from the 
presence of the Lord, 

13 Now there was a day when his 
sons and daughters were eating and 
drinking wine in their eldest brother’s 
house; J * and there came a messenger 
v:» Job, and said, “The oxen were 
ploughing and the asses feeding beside 
them; 15 and the Sabe'ans fell upon 
them and took them, and slew the 
servants with the edge of the sword; and 
l alone have escaped to tell you.” 
16 While he was yet speaking, there 
came another, and said, “The fire of 
God fell from heaven and burned up 
the sheep and the servants, and con¬ 
sumed them; and 1 alone have escaped 
to tell you.” 17 While he was yet speak¬ 
ing, there came another, and said, “The 
Chalde'ans formed three companies, 
and made a raid upon the camels and 
took them, and slew the servants with 
the edge of the sword; and I alone have 
escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was 
yet speaking, there came another, and 
said, “Your sons and daughters were 
mating and drinking wine in their eldest 
brother’s house; J *and behold, a great 
wind came across the wilderness, and 
struck the four comers of the house, and 
it fell upon the young people, and 
they are dead; and I alone have escaped 
to tell you.” 

20 Then Job arose, and rent his robe, 
and shaved his head, and fell upon the 
ground, and worshipped. 21 And he said. 

Naked I came from my mother’s 
womb, and naked shall I return; the 


away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord.” 

22 In all this Job did not sin or charge 
God with wrong. 

Again there was a day when the 
sons of God came to present them¬ 
selves before the Lord, and Satan also 
came among them to present himself 
before the Lord. 2 And the Lord said to 
Satan, “Whence have you come?” 
Satan answered the Lord, “From going 
to and fro on the earth, and from walk¬ 
ing up and down on it.” 3 And the Lord 
said to Satan, “Have you considered my 
servant Job, that there is none like, him 
op the earth, a blameless and upright 
man, who fears God and turns away 
from evil? He still holds fast his integ¬ 
rity, although you moved me against 
him. to destroy him without cause.” 

4 Then Satan answered the Lord, 
“Skin for skin! Ail that a man has he 
will give for his life. 5 But put forth thy 
hand now, and touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse thee to thy 
face.” 6 And the Lord said to Satan, 
“Behold, he is in your power; only 
spare his life.” 

7 So Satan went forth from the 
presence of the Lord, and afflicted Job 
with loathsome sores from the sole of 
his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And 
he took a potsherd with which to scrape 
himself, and sat among the ashes. 

9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you 
still hold fast vour integrity? Curse God, 
and die.” 10 But he said to her, “You 
speak as one of the foolish women would 
speak:. Shall we receive good at the 
hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his 
lips. 

11 Now when Job’s three friends 
heard of all this evil that had come upon 
him, they came each from his own place, 
Hl'iphaz the Te'manite, Bildad the 
Shuhite, and Zophar the Na'amathite. 
They made an appointment together to 
come to condole with him and comfort 
him. l2 And when they saw him from 
afar, they did not recognise him; and 
they raised their voices and wept; and 
they rent their robes and sprinkled dust 
upon their heads toward heaven. 13 And 
they sat with him on the ground seven 
days and seven nights, and no one 
spoke a word to him, for they saw that 
his suffering was very great. 
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3 After this Job opened his mouth 
and cursed the day of his birth. 
2 And Job said: 

3 “Let the day perish wherein I was 
bom, 

and the night which said, 

‘A man-child is conceived. 9 
4 Let that day be darkness! 

May God above not seek it, 
nor light shine upon it. 

3 Let gloom and deep darkness claim it. 
Let clouds dwell upon it; 
let the blackness of the day terrify 
it. 

6 That night—let thick darkness seize 
itl 

let it not rejoice among the days 
of the year, 

let it not come into the number of 
the months. 

7 Yea, let that night be barren; 

let no joyful cry be heard & in it. 

8 Let those curse it who curse the day, 
who are skilled to rouse up Levi¬ 
athan. 

9 Let the stars of its dawn be dark; 
let it hope for light, but have none, 
nor see the eyelids of the morning; 
10 because it did not shut the doors of 
my mother’s womb, 
nor hide trouble from my eyes. 

11 “Why did I not die at birth, 

come forth from the womb and 
expire? 

12 Why did the knees receive me? 

Or why the breasts, that I should 
suck? 

13 For then I should have lain down and 
been quiet; 

I should have slept; then I should 
have been at rest, 

14 with kings and counsellors of the earth 
who rebuilt ruins for themselves, 
15 or with princes who had gold, 

who filled their houses with silver. 
16 Or why was I not as a hidden un¬ 
timely birth, 

as infants that never see the light? 
1 7 There the wicked cease from trou¬ 
bling, 

and there the weary are at rest, 
i® There the prisoners are at ease to¬ 
gether; 

they hear not the voice of the task¬ 
master. 

1 9 The small and the great are there, 

b Hcb come e Heb before 
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Job bewails his birth 
and the slave is free from his 
master. 

20 “Why is light given to him that is in 
misery, 

and life to the bitter in soul, 

^ who long for death, but it comes not, 
and dig for it more than for hid 
treasures; 

22 who rejoice exceedingly, 

and are glad, when they find the 
grave? 

23 Why is light given to a man whose 

way is hid, 

whom God has hedged in? 

24 For my sighing comes as c my bread, 

and my groanings are poured out 
like water. 

25 For the thing that I fear comes upon me, 

and what I dread befalls me. 

26 I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; 

I have no rest; but trouble comes.** 

4 Then El'iphaz the Te'manite 
answered: 

2 “If one ventures a word with you, 
will you be offended? 

Yet who can keep from speaking? 

3 Behold, you have instructed many, 
and you have strengthened the 
weak hands. 

4 Your words have upheld him who 
was stumbling, 

and you have made firm the feeble 
knees. 

5 But now it has come to you, and you 
are impatient; 

it touches you, and you are dis¬ 
mayed. 

6 Is not your fear of God your confi¬ 
dence, 

and the integrity of your ways your 
hope? 

7 “Think now, who that was innocent 
ever perished? 

Or where were the upright cut off? 
8 As I have seen, those who plough 
iniquity 

and sow trouble reap the same. 

9 By the breath of God they perish, 
and by the blast of his anger they 
are consumed. 

10 The roar of the lion, the voice of the 
fierce lion, 

the teeth of the young lions, are 
broken. 
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The strong iion perishes for lack of 

prey, 

and the whelps of the lioness are 
scattered. 

‘'Now a word was brought to me 
stealthily, 

my ear received the whisper of ir. 

*-> Amid thoughts from visions of the 
night, 

when deep sleep falls on men, 

M dread came upon me, and trembling, 
which made all my bones shake. 

A spirit glided past my face; 
the hair of my flesh stood up. 

*6 It stood still, 

but I could not discern its ap¬ 
pearance. 

A form was before my eyes; 

there was silence, then I heard a 
voice; 

# 7 ‘Can mortal man be righteous be¬ 
fore' 1 God? 

Can a man be pure before 4 * his 
Maker? 

liven in his servants he puts no trust, 
and his angels he charges with 
error; 

t' 9 how much more, those who dwell in 
houses of clay, 

whose foundation is in the dust, 
who are crushed before the moth. 

20 Between morning and evening they 

are destroyed; 

they perish for ever without any 
regarding it. 

21 If their tent-cord is plucked up within 

them, 

do they not die, and that without 
wisdom?’ 

S “Call now; is there any one who 
will answer you? 

To which of the holy ones will you 
turn? 

2 Surely vexation kills the fool, 
and jealousy slays the simple. 

3 I have seen the fool taking root, 
but suddenly I cursed his dwelling., 

4 His sons are far from safety, 
they are crushed in the gate, 
and there is no one to deliver them. 

5 His harvest the hungry eat, 

and he takes it even out of thorns ;• 
and the thirsty/ pant after his? 
wealth. 
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6 For affliction does not come from the 

dust, 

nor does trouble sprout from the 
ground; 

7 but man is born to trouble 

as the sparks fly upward. 

8 “As for me, I would seek God, 

and to God would I commit my 
cause; 

9 who does great things and unsearch¬ 

able, 

marvellous things without number: 
he gives rain upon the earth 

and sends waters upon the fields; 
n he sets on high those who are lowly, 
and those who mourn are lifted to 
safety. 

12 He frustrates the devices of the 

crafty, 

so that their hands achieve no 
success. 

13 He takes the wise in then own 

craftiness; 

and the schemes of the wily are 
brought to a quick end. 

* 4 They meet with darkness in the day¬ 
time, 

and grope at noonday as in the 
night. 

M But he saves the fatherless from their 
mouth, A 

the needy from the hand of the 
mighty. 

So the poor have hope, 
and injustice shuts her mouth. 

17 “Behold, happy is the man whom 

God reproves; 

therefore despise not the chasten¬ 
ing of the Almighty. 

18 For he wounds, but he binds upj 

he smites, but his hands heal. 

19 He will deliver you from six troubles; 

in seven there shall no evil touch 
you. 

20 In famine he will redeem you from 

death, 

and in war from the power of the 
sword. 

21 You shall be hid from the scourge of 

the tongue, 

and shall not fear destruction when 
it comes. 

22 At destruction and famine you shall 

laugh. 
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and shall not fear the beasts of the 
earth. 

23 For you shall be in league with the 

stones of the field, 
and the beasts of the field shall be 
at peace with you. 

24 You shall know that your tent is safe, 

and you shall inspect your fold and 
miss nothing. 

25 You shall know also that your de¬ 

scendants shall be many, 
and your offspring as the grass of 
the earth. 

26 You shall come to your grave in ripe 

old age, 

as a shock of grain comes up to the 
threshing floor in its season. 

27 Lo, this we have searched out; it is 

true. 

Hear, and know it for your good.” 4 

6 Then job answered: 

2 “O that my vexation were weighed, 
and all my calamity laid in the 
balances! 

3 For then it would be heavier than the 
sand of the sea; 

therefore my words have been rash. 
4 For the arrow's of the Almighty are 
in me; 

my spirit drinks their poison; 
the terrors of God are arrayed 
against me. 

3 Does the wild ass bray when he has 
grass, 

or the ox low over his fodder? 

6 Can that which is tasteless be eaten 
without salt, 

or is there any taste in the slime of 
the purslane?^ 

7 My appetite refuses to touch them; 
they are as food that is loathsome 
to me.* 


* “O that I might have my request, 
and that God would grant my 
desire; 

9 that it would please God to crush me, 
that he would let loose his hand 
and cut me off! 

10 This would be my consolation; 

I would even exult 4 * in pain un¬ 
sparing; 

for I have not denied the words of 
the Holy One. 


n What is my strength, that I should 
wait? 

And what is my end, that I should 
be patient? 

12 Is my strength the strength of stones, 

or is my flesh bronze? 

13 In truth 1 have no help in me, 

and any resource is driven from 
me. 

14 “He who withholds™ kindness from 

a friend 

forsakes the fear of the Almighty. 

15 My brethren are treacherous as a 

torrent-bed, 

as freshets that pass away, 
which are dark with ice, 

and where the snow hides itself, 
l 7 In time of heat they disappear; 

when it is hot, they vanish from 
their place. 

58 The caravans turn aside from their 
course; 

they go up into the waste, and 
perish. 

19 The caravans of Tema look, 

the travellers of Sheba hope. 

20 They are disappointed because they 

were confident; 

they come thither and are con¬ 
founded. 

21 Such you have now become to me;" 

you see my calamity, and are 
afraid. 

22 Have I said, “Make me a gift? 

Or, ‘From your wealth offer a 
bribe for me? 

23 Or, ‘Deliver me from the adversary’s 

hand? 

Or, ‘Ransom me from the hand of 
oppressors? 

24 “Teach me, and I will be silent; 

make me understand how I have 
erred. 

25 How forceful are honest words! 

But what does reproof from you 
reprove? 

26 Do you think that you can reprove 

words, 

when the speech of a despairing 
man is wind? 

27 You would even cast lots over the 

fatherless, 

and bargain over your friend. 


4 Hcb for yourself 

1 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain * Heb obscure 

1 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain m Syr Vg Compare Tg: Heb obscure 

* Ca Compare Ok Syr: Heb obscure 



“Does God pervert justice ?** 445 JOB 8 

28 “But now, be pleased to look at 14 then thou dost scare me with dreams 


me; 

for I will not lie to your face. 

29 Turn, I pray, let no wrong be done. 

Turn now, my vindication is at 
stake. 

30 Is there any wrong on my tongue? 
Cannot my taste discern calamity? 

“Has not man a hard service upon 
earth, 

and are not his days like the days 
of a hireling? 

2 Like a slave who longs for the 

shadow, 

and like a hireling who looks for his 
wages, 

3 so } am allotted months of emptiness, 

and nights of misery are appor¬ 
tioned to me. 

When I lie down I say, 4 When shall 
1 arise?' 

But the night is long, 
and l am full of tossing till the 
dawn 

5 My flesh is clothed with worms and 

dirt, 

my skin hardens, then breaks out 
afresh. 

6 My days are switrer than a weaver’s 

shuttle, 

and come to their end without 
hope. 

? “Remember that my life is a breath; 

my eye will never again see good. 
8 The eye of him who sees me wild 
behold me no more ; 
while thy eyes are upon me, I shall 
be gone. 

• As the cloud fades and vanishes, 
so he who goes down to Shcol does 
not come up; 

80 he returns no more to his house, 

nor does his place know him any 
more. 

81 “Therefore I will not restrain my 

mouth; 

I will speak in the anguish of my 
spirit; 

I will complain in the bitterness of 
my soul. 

82 Am I the sea, or a sea monster, 

that thou settest a guard over me? 

83 When I say, ‘My bed will comfort 

me, 

my couch will case my complaint/ 

*.I7« Ps 8 . 4 . 


and terrify me with visions, 

15 so that I would choose strangling 
and death rather than my bones. 

* 6 1 loathe my life; l would not live for 

ever. 

Let me alone, for my days are a 
breath. 

87 What is man, that thou dost make so 

much of him, 

and that thou dost set thy mind 
upon him, 

88 dost visit him every morning, 

and test, him every moment? 

19 How long wi.lt thou not look away 

from me, 

nor let me alone till I swallow my 
spittle? 

20 If I sin, what do I do to thee, thou 

watcher of men? 

Why hast thou made me thy mark 5 
Why have I become a burden to 
thee? 

21 Why dost thou not pardon my 

transgression 

and take away my iniquity? 

Lor now I shall lie in the earth; 
thou wilt seek me, but I shall not 
be.” 

8 Then Bildad the Shuhite an¬ 
swered : 

2 “Kow long will you say these things, 
and the worJs of your mouth be a 
great wind? 

3 Does God pervert Justice? 

Or docs the Almighty pervert the 
right? 

4 If your children have sinned against 
him, 

he has delivered them into the 
power of their transgression. 

5 If you will seek God 

and make supplication to the Al¬ 
mighty, 

6 if you are pure and upright, 

surely then he will rouse himself 
for you 

and reward you with a rightful 
habitation. 

7 And though your beginning was 
small, 

your latter days will be very great. 

8 “For inquire, I pray you, of bygone 
ages, 

and consider what the fathers have 
found; 
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446 “How can I answer him ?” 


9 for we are but of yesterday, and know 
nothing, 

for our days on earth are a shadow. 
10 Will they not teach you. and tell you., 
and utter words out of their under¬ 
standing? 

“Can papyrus grow where there is no 
marsh? 

Can reeds flourish where there is 
no water? 

12 While yet in flower and not cut down, 

they wither before any other plant. 

13 Such are the paths of all who forget 

God; 

the hope of the godless man shall 
perish, 

14 His confidence breaks in sunder, 

and his trust is a spider’s web. 0 

15 He leans against his house, but it 

docs not stand; 

he lays hold of it, but it does not 
endure. 

16 He thrives before the sun, 

and his shoots spread over his 
garden. 

17 His roots twine about the stoneheap; 

he lives among the rocks. 75 

18 If he is destroyed from his place, 

then it will deny him, saying, 

‘I have never seen you.’ 

19 Behold, this is the joy of his way; 

and out of the earth others will 
spring. 

20 “Behold, God will not reject a blame¬ 

less man, 

nor take the hand of evildoers. 

21 He will yet fill your mouth with 

laughter, 

and your lips with shouting. 

22 Those who hate you will be clothed 

with shame, 

and the tent of the wicked will be 
no more.” 


s he who removes mountains, and they 
know it not, 

when he overturns them in his 
anger; 

6 who shakes the earth out of its place, 
and its pillars tremble; 

2 who commands the sun, and it does 
not rise; 

who seals up the stars; 

8 who alone stretched out the heavens, 

and trampled the waves of the sea;# 

9 who made the Bear and Orion, 

the Pleiades and the chambers of 
the south; 

40 who does great things beyond under¬ 
standing., 

and marvellous things without 
number. 

11 Lo, he passes by me, and I see him 

not; 

he moves on, but 1 do not per¬ 
ceive him. 

12 Behold, he snatches away; who can 

hinder him? 

Who will say to him, ‘What doest 
thou’? 

13 “God will not turn back his anger; 

beneath him bowed the helpers of 
Rahab. 

14 How then can I answer him, 

choosing my words with him? 

15 Though I am innocent, I cannot an¬ 

swer him; 

Z must appeal for mercy to my 
accuser. r 

16 If I summoned him and he answered 

me, 

I would not believe that he was 
listening to my voice. 

17 For he crushes me with a tempest, 

and multiplies my wounds without 

cause; 

18 he will not let me get my breath, 

but fills me with bitterness. 


9 Then Job answered: 

2 “Truly I know that i 


2 “Truly I know that it is so: 

But how can a man be just before 
God? 

3 If one wished to contend with him, 
one could not answer him once 
in a thousand times. 


19 If it is a contest of strength, behold 

him l 

If it is a matter of justice, who can 
summon him? 7 

20 Though I am innocent, my own 

mouth would condemn me; 
though I am blameless, he would 
prove me perverse. 


4 He is wise in heart, and mighty in 21 I am blameless; I regard not mv- 
strength self; 

—who has hardened himself against I loathe my life. 

him, and succeeded?— 22 It is all one; therefore I say, 

® Heb house p Gk Vg: Heb uncertain # Or trampled the back of the tea dragon r Or for mv right 
Compare Gk: Heb me. The text of the verse is uncertain 



“/ loathe my life n 

he destroys both the blameless and 
the wicked. 

23 When disaster brings sudden death, 

he mocks at the calamity* of the 
innocent. 

24 The earth is given into the hand of 

the wicked; 

he covers the faces of its judges— 
if it is not he, who then is it? 

25 “Mv davs are swifter than a runner; 

they flee away, they see no good. 

2<> They go by like skiffs of reed, 

like an eagle swooping on the prey. 
2? If I sav, ‘I will forget my complaint, 

I will put off my sad countenance, 
and be of good cheer,' 

28 I become afraid of all my suffering, 

for I know thou wilt not hold me 
innocent. 

29 I shall be condemned; 

why then do I labour in vain? 

39 If I wash myself with snow, 

and cleanse my hands with lye, 

31 yet thou wilt plunge me into a pit, 

and my own clothes will abhor me. 

32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I 

might answer him, 
that we should come to trial to¬ 
gether. 

33 There is no tt umpire between us, 

who might lay his hand upon us 
both. 

34 Let him take his rod away from me, 

and let not dread of him terrify me. 

35 Then I would speak without fear of 

him, 

for I am not so in myself. 

1A “I loathe my life; 

Av I will give free utterance to my 
complaint ; 

I will speak m the bitterness of my 
soul. 

2 I will say to God, Do not condemn 

me; 

let me know why thou dost contend 
against me. 

3 Does it seem good to thee to oppress, 

to despise the work of thy hands 
and favour the designs of the 
wicked? 

4 Hast thou eyes of flesh? 

Dost thou see as man sees? 

5 Are thy days as the days of man, 
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or thy years as man’s years, 

6 that thou dost seek out my iniquity 

and search for my sin, 

7 although thou knowest that I am 

not guilty, 

and there is none to deliver out of 
thy hand? 

8 Thy hands fashioned and made 

me; 

and now thou dost turn about and 
destroy me . v 

9 Remember that thou hast made me 

of clay; w ' 

and wilt thou turn. me to dust 
again? 

Didst thou not pour me out like milk 
and curdle me like cheese? 

11 Thou didst clothe me with skin and 

flesh, 

and knit me together with bones 
and sinews. 

12 Thou hast granted me life and stead¬ 

fast love; 

and thy care has preserved my 
spirit. 

13 Yet these things thou didst hide in 

thy heart; 

I know that this was thy purpose. 

14 If I sin, thou dost mark me, 

and dost not acquit me of my 
iniquity. 

15 If I am wicked, woe to me? 

If I am righteous, I cannot lift up 
my head, 

for I am filled with disgrace 
and look upon my affliction. 

15 And if I lift myself up,* thou dost 
hunt me like a lion, 
and again work wonders against 
me; 

* 7 thou dost renew thy witnesses against 
me, 

and increase thy vexation toward 
me; 

thou dost bring fresh hosts against 
me.v 

18 “Why didst thou bring me forth from 

the womb? 

Would that I had died before any 
eye had seen me, 

19 and were as though I had not been, 

carried from the womb to the 
grave. 

20 Are not the days of my life few?* 


447 


* The meaning of the Hebrew word ia uncertain * Another reading i» Would that than 

* Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb mods me together round about and thou don destroy m$ 

* Gk: Heb like clay x Syr: Heb he lifts hinuelf up 

* Cn Compare Gk: Heb changes and a host are toith me 

■ Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb Are not my days few ? Let Atm teas* 



JOB 10 
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Let me alone, that I may find a 
little comfort 0 

21 before I go whence I shall not return, 

to the land of gloom and deep 
darkness, 

22 the land of gloom 6 and chaos, 

where light is as darkness.* 


n Then Zophar the Na'amathite 
answered: 

2 “Should a multitude of words go 
unanswered, 

and a .man full of talk be vindi¬ 
cated? 

3 Should your babble silence men, 
and when you mock, shall no one 
shame you? 

4 For you say, ‘My doctrine is pure, 
and I am clean in God’s eyes.* 

5 But oh, that God would speak, 
and open his lips to you, 

6 and that he would tell you the secrets 
of wisdom 1 

For he is manifold in understand¬ 
ing. c 

Know then that God exacts of you 
less than your guilt deserves. 


7 “Can you find out the deep things 

of God? 

Can you find out the limit of the 
Almighty? 

8 It is higher than heaven 4 —what can 

you do? 

Deeper than Sheol—what cart you 
know? 

9 Its measure is longer than the 

earth, 

and broader than the sea. 

10 If he passes through, and imprisons, 

and calls to judgment, who can 
hinder him? 

11 For he knows worthless men; 

when he sees iniquity, will he not 
consider it? 

1 2 But a stupid man will get under¬ 

standing, 

when a wild ass’s colt is bom a 
man. 


13 “If you set your heart aright, 

you will stretch out your hands 
toward him. 

14 If iniquity is in your hand, put it far 

away, 

and let not wickedness dwell in 
your tents. 

* Heb brighten up 6 Heb gloom at darknest , deep darkn 

• Or you will loon, around 7 V 


15 Surely then you will lift up your face 

without blemish; 

you will be secure, and will not 
fear. 

16 You will forget your misery; 

you will remember it as waters that 
have passed away. 

17 And your life wall be brighter than 

the noonday ; 

its darkness will be like the morn¬ 
ing. 

18 And you will have confidence, be¬ 

cause there is hope; 
you will be protected f and take 
your rest in safety. 

19 You wall lie down, and none will 

make you afraid; 
many will entreat your favour. 

20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail; 

all way of escape will be lost to 
them, 

and their hope is to breathe their 
last.” 

•fl Then Job answered: 

JLX 2 “No doubt you are the people, 
and wisdom will die with you. 

3 But I have understanding as well as 

you; 

I am not inferior to you. 

Who does not know such things as 
these? 

4 I am a laughingstock to my friends; 

I, who called upon God and he 
answered me, 

a just and blameless man, am a 
laughingstock. 

5 In the thought of one who is at ease 

there is contempt for misfor¬ 
tune; 

it is ready for those whose feet slip. 

6 The tents of robbers are at peace, 

and those who provoke God are 
secure, 

who bring their god in their hand/ 

7 “But ask the beasts, and they will 

teach you; 

the birds of the air, and they will 
tell you; 

8 or the plants of the earth,* and they 

will teach you; 

and the fish of the sea will declare 
to you. 

9 Who among all these does not know 

that the hand of the Lord has done 
this? 

c Heb obscure 4 Heb The heights pf heaom 
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In his hand is the life oi every living 
thing 

and the breath of ail mankind, 
h Does not the ear Try words 
as the palate tastes food? 

12 Wisdom is with the aged, 

and understanding in length of 
days. 

53 “With God-’ are wisdom and might; 

he has counsel and understanding. 

5 2 3 4 If he tears down, none can rebuild; 

if he shuts a man in, none can 
open. 

15 If he withholds the waters, they dry 
up.; 

if he sends them out, they over¬ 
whelm the land. 

*6 With him are strength and wisdom; 
the deceived and die deceiver are 
his. 

17 He leads counsellors away stripped, 
and judges he makes fools. 
l fi He looses (he bonds of kings, 

utiQ binds a waistcloth on their 
loins. 

s9 He leads priests away stripped, 
ami over tin ows the mighty. 

*0 He deprives of speech those who are 
trusted, 

and takes away the discernment of 
the ciders, 

21 Ke pours contempt on princes, 

and loose* the belt of the strong. 

22 Kc uncocers the deeps out of dark¬ 

ness, 

and brings deep darkness to light. 

23 Ke makes nations great, and he de¬ 

stroys them: 

he enlarges nations, and leads 
them away. 

24 He takes away understanding from 

the chiefs of the people of the 
earth,. 

and makes them wander in a path¬ 
less waste. 

25 They grope in the dark without light; 

and he makes them stagger like a 
drunken man. 


13 


"Lo, my eye has seen all this, 
my ear has heard and under¬ 
stood it. 


2 What you know, I also know; 

I am not inferior to you. 

3 But I would speak to the Almighty, 

and I desire to argue my case with 

God. 


* Heb Aim * Gk : Heb ITAy should I takt ? 


4 As for you, you whitewash with lies; 

worthless physicians are you all. 

5 Oh that you would keep silent, 

and it would be your wisdom l 

6 Hear now my reasoning, 

and listen to the pleadings of my 
lips. 

7 Will you speak falsely for God, 

and speak deceitfully for him? 

8 Will you show partiality toward him, 

will you plead the case for God? 
®Wiil it be well with you when he 
searches you out? 

Or can you deceive him, as one 
deceives a man? 

10 He will surely rebuke you 

if in secret you show partiality. 

11 Will not his majesty terrify you, 

and the dread of him fall upon you? 

12 V our maxims are proverbs of ashes, 

your defences are defences of clay. 

13 “Let me have silence, and 1 will 

speak, 

and let come on me what may. 

* 4 X will take* my flesh in my teeth, 
and put my life in my hand. 

15 Behold, he will slay me; I have no 

hope; 

yet 1 will defend my ways to his 
face. 

16 This will be my salvation, 

that a godless man shall not come 
before him. 

* 7 Listen carefully to my words, 

and let my declaration be in your 
ears. 

18 Behold, I have prepared my case; 

I know that 1 shall be vindicated. 

19 Who is there that will contend with 

me? 

For then I would be silent and 
die. 

20 Only grant two things to me, 

then I will not hide myself from 
thy face: 

21 withdraw thy hand far from me, 

and let not dread of thee terrify 
me. 

22 Then call, and I will answer; 

or let me speak, and do thou reply 
to me. 

23 How many are my iniquities and my 

sins? 

Make me know my transgression 
and my sin. 

24 Why dost thou hide thy face, 

and count me as thy enemy? 
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Frailty of man 


25 Wilt thou frighten a driven leaf 

and pursue dry chaff? 

26 For thou writest bitter things against 

me, 

and makest me inherit the in¬ 
iquities of my youth. 

27 Thou puttest my feet in the stocks, 

and watchest all my paths; 
thou settest a bound to the soles 
of my feet. 

28 Man 2 wastes away like a rotten thing, 

like a garment that is motheatea. 

M “Man that is bom of a woman is 
of few days, and full of trouble. 
2 He comes forth like a flower, and 
withers; 

he flees like a shadow, and con¬ 
tinues not. 

3 And dost thou open thy eyes upon 
such a one 

and bring him* into judgment with 
thee? 

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of 
an unclean? 

There is not one. 

5 Since his days are determined, 

and the number of his months is 
with thee, 

and thou hast appointed his bounds 
that he cannot pass, 

6 look away from him, and desist, 1 
that he may enjoy, like a hireling, 
his day, 

7 “For there is hope for a tree, 

if it be cut down, that it will sprout 
again, 

and that its shoots will not cease, 
8 Though its root grow old in the 
earth, 

and its stump die in the ground, 

9 yet at the scent of water it will bud 
and put forth branches like a young 
plant. 

1° But man dies, and is laid low; 

man breathes his last, and where 
is he? 

11 As waters fail from a lake, 

and a river wastes away and dries 
up, 

12 so man lies down and rises not again; 
till the heavens are no more he will 
not awake, 

or be roused out of his sleep. 

13 Oh that thou wouldest hide me in 
Sheol, 


that thou wouldest conceal me 
until thy wrath be past, 
that thou wouldest appoint me a 
set time, and remember me! 

24 If a man die. shall he live again? 

All the days of my service I would 
wait, 

till my release should come. 

115 Thou wouldest call, and I would 
answer thee; 

thou wouldest long for the work of 
thy hands. 

16 For then thou wouldest number my 

steps, 

thou wouldest not keep watch over 
my sin; 

17 my transgression would be sealed up 

in a bag, 

and thou wouldest cover over my 
.iniquity, 

is "But the mountain falls and crumbles 
away, 

and the rock is removed from its 
place; 

19 the waters wear away the stones; 

the torrents wash away the soil of 
the earth; 

so thou destroyest the hope of man.. 

20 Thou prevailest for ever against him, 

and he passes: 

thou changest Jiis countenance, 
and sendest him away. 

22 His sons come to honour, and he does 
not know it; 

they are brought low, and he per¬ 
ceives it not. 

22 He feels only the pain of his own 
body, 

and he mourns only for himself.” 

1 r Then Eli'phaz the Te'manite 
A*} answered: 

2 “Should a wise man answer with 

windy knowledge, 
and fill himself with the east wind? 

3 Should he argue in unprofitable talk, 

or in words with which he can do 
no good? 

4 But you are doing away with the fear 

of God, 

and hindering meditation before 
God. 

5 For your iniquity teaches your 

mouth, 

and you choose the tongue of the 
crafty. 


i Heb He * Gk Syr Vg: Heb me 
1 Cm: Heb that he may desist 



Job rebuked by Eliphaz 

6 Your own mouth condemns you, and 

not I; 

your own lips testify against you. 

7 “Are you the first man that was born? 

Or were you brought forth before 
the hills? 

* Have you listened in the council of 
God? 

And do you limit wisdom to your¬ 
self? 

9 What do you know that we do not. 

know ? 

What do you understand that is 
not clear to us? 

4° Roth the gre\-haired and the aged 
are among us, 
older than your father. 

H Are the consolations of God too 
small for \ou, 

or the worn that deals gently with 
you 7 

22 Why does vour heart carry you away, 
and why do your eves flash, 

* 3 thar you turn your spirit against God, 
and lei such words go out of your 
mouth? 

t 4 What is man, that he can be clean? 

Or he that is born of a woman, 
that he can be righteous? 

15 Behold, God puts no trust in Ins holy 
ones, 

and the heavens are not clean in his 
sight; 

how much less one who is abominable 
and corrupt, 

a man who drinks iniquity like 
water! 

2 7 “I will show you, hear me; 

and what I have seen I will declare 
* 8 (what wise men have told, 

and their fathers have not hidden, 

19 to whom alone the iand was given, 

and no stranger passed among 
them). 

20 The wicked man writhes in pain ail 

his days, 

through all the years that are laid 
up for the ruthless. 

21 Terrifying sounds are in his ears; 

in prosperity the destroyer will 
come upon him. 

22 He does not believe that he will re¬ 

turn out of darkness, 
and he is destined for the sword. 

23 He wanders abroad for bread, saying, 

‘Where is it?* 
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He knows that a day of darkness is 
ready at his hand; 

24 distress arid anguish terrify him; 

they prevail against him, like a king 
prepared for battle. 

25 Because he ha? stretched forth his 

hand against God, 
and bids defiance to die Almighty, 

26 running stubbornly against him 

with a (hick-bossed shield; 

27 because he has covered his face with 

his fat, 

and gathered fat upon his loins, 

28 and has lived ir. desolate cities, 

in houses which no man should 
inhabit, 

which were destined to become 
heaps of ruins; 

29 he will not be rich, and his wealth 

will not endure, 

nor will he strike root in the 
earth;’" 

30 he will not escape from darkness; 

the ffamc will ary up his shoots,, 
and his blossom” will be swept 
away" by the wind. 

31 Let him not trust in emptiness, de¬ 

ceiving, himself; 

for emptiness will be his recom¬ 
pense. 

32 it will be paid in full before his time, 

and his branch will not be green. 

33 He will shake off his unripe grape# 

like the vine, 

and cast off his blossom, like the 
olive tree. 

34 For the company of the godless is 

barren, 

and fire consumes the tents of 
bribery. 

35 They conceive mischief and bring 

forth evil 

and their heart prepares deceit.” 

1 /T Then Job answered: 

JL\J 2 “i have heard many such 
things; 

miserable comforters are you all. 

3 Shall windy words have an end? 

Or what provokes you that you 
answer? 

4 I also could speak as you do, 

if you were in my place; 

I could join words together against 
you, 

and shake my head at you. 

3 I could strengthen you with my 
mouth. 


*Vg: Heb obscure » Gk: Heb mouth °Ca: Heb mU dtpart 
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JOB 16 452 Job reproves his friends 


and the solace of my lips would 
assuage your pain. 

6 “If I speak, my pain is not assuaged, 

and if I forbear, how much of it 
leaves me? 

7 Surely now God has worn me out; 

he hasr made desolate all my 
company. 

8 And he has^ shrivelled me up, 

which is a witness against me; 
and my leanness has risen up against 
me, 

it testifies to my face. 

9 He has torn me in his wrath, and 

hated me; 

he has gnashed his teeth at me; 
my adversary sharpens lus eyes 
against me. 

10 Men have gaped at me with their 

mouth, 

they have struck me insolently 
upon the cheek, 

they mass themselves together 
against me. 

11 God gives me up to the ungodly, 

and casts me into die hands of the 
wicked. 

12 1 was at ease, and he broke me 
asunder; 

he seized me by the neck and 
dashed me to pieces; 
he set me up as his target, 

13 his archers surround me. 

He slashes open my kidneys, and 
does not spare; 

he pours out my gall on the ground. 

14 He breaks me with breach upon 

breach; 

he runs upon me like a warrior. 

15 I have sewed sackcloth upon my 

skin, 

and have laid my strength in the 
dust. 

16 My face is red with weeping, 

and on my eyelids is deep darkness; 

17 although there is no violence in my 

hands, 

and my prayer is pure. 

18 “O earth, cover not my blood, 


21 that he would maintain the right of a 

man with God, 

like« that of a man with his neigh¬ 
bour. 

22 For when a few years have come 

I shall go the way whence I shall 
not return. 

n My spirit is broken, my days 
are extinct, 

the grave is ready for me. 

2 Surelv there are mockers about me* 
and my eye dwells on thetr provo¬ 
cation. 

3 “Lay down a pledge for me with 
thyself; 

who is there that will give surety 

for me? 

4 Since thou hast closed their minds to 
understanding, 

therefore thou wilt nor let them 
triumph. 

5 He who informs against his friends 
to ge\ a share of their property* 
the eyes of his children will fail. 

6 “He has made me a byword of the 
peoples, 

and I am one before whom men 
spit. 

7 Mv eye has grown dim from grief, 
and all my members are like a 
shadow. 

8 Upright men are appalled at this, 
and the innocent stirs himself up 
against the godless. 

9 Yet the righteous holds to his way, 
and he that has clean hands grows 
stronger and stronger. 

10 But you, come on again, all of you, 
and I shall not find a wise man 
among you. 

11 My days are past, my plans are 
broken off, 

the desires of my heart. 

12 They make night into day; 

‘The light/ they say, 'is near to* 
the darkness/ r 

33 If I look for Sheol as my house, 

if I spread my couch in darkness. 
14 if I say to the pit, *You are my father. 


and let my cry find no resting place. and to the worm, ‘My mother/ or 
39 Even now, behold, my witness is in ‘My sister/ 

heaven, 15 where then is my hope? 

and he that vouches for me is on Who will see my hope? 
high. 16 Will it go down to the bars of Sheol? 

20 My friends scorn me; Shall we descend together into the 

my eye pours out tears to God, dust?” 

9 Heb ihou hast « Syr Vg Tg: Heb and r Heb obscure 



Bildad on wickedness 
IQ Then Bildad the Shuhite an- 
AO swered: 

2 “How long will you hunt for words? 

Consider, and then we will speak.. 

3 Why are we counted as cattle? 

Why are we stupid in your sight? 

* You who tear yourself in your anger, 

shall the earth be forsaken for yon, 
or the cock be removed out of its 
place? 

3 “Yea, the light of the wicked is put 
out, 

and the flame of his fire does not 
shine. 

• The light is dark in his tent, 

and his lamp above him is put out. 

7 His strong steps are shortened 

md his own schemes throw him 
down. 

8 For he is cast into a net by his own 

feet, 

and he walks on a pitfall. 

® A trap seizes him by the heel, 
a snare lays hold of him. 

50 A. rope is hid for him in the ground, 
a trap for him in the path. 

11 Terrors frighten him on every side, 

and chase him at his heels. 

12 His strength is hunger-bitten, 

and calamity is ready for his 
stumbling. 

S3 By disease his skin is consumed," 
the first-born of death consumes 
his limbs 

84 He is tom from the tent in which he 
trusted, 

and is brought to the king of 
terrors. 

® 5 In his tent dwells that which is none 
of his; 

brimstone is scattered upon his 
habitation. 

16 His roots dry up beneath, 

and his branches wither above. 

17 His memory perishes from the earth, 

and he has no name in the street. 
* 8 He is thrust from light into darkness, 
and driven out of the world. 

19 He has no offspring or descendant 

among his people, 
and no survivor where he used to 
live. 

20 They of the west are appalled at his 

day, 

and horror seizes them of the east. 

21 Surely such are the dwellings of the 
ungodly. 


JOB 19 

such is the place of him who knows 

not God.” 

Then Job answered: 

2 “How long will you torment 
me, 

and break me in pieces with words? 

3 These ten times you have cast re¬ 

proach upon me; 

are you not ashamed to wrong me? 

4 And even if it be true that I have 

erred, 

my error remains with myself. 

5 If indeed you magnify yourselves 

against me, 

and make my humiliation an argu¬ 
ment against me, 

6 know then that God has put me in the 

wrong, 

and closed his net about me. 

7 Behold, I cry out, 'Violence!’ but I 

urn not answered; 

I call aloud, but there is no justice. 

8 He has walled up my way, so that l 

cannot pass, 

and he has set darkness upon my 
paths. 

v He has stripped from me my glory, 
and taken the crown from my head. 

10 He breaks me down on every side, 

and I am gone, 

and my hope has he pulled up like 
a tree. 

11 He has kindled his wrath against 

me, 

and counts me as his adversary. 

12 His troops come on together; 

they have cast up siegeworks* 
against me, 

and encamp round about my tent. 

13 “He has put my brethren far from 

me, 

and my acquaintances are wholly 
estranged from me, 

14 My kinsfolk and my close friends 

have failed me; 

15 the guests in my house have for¬ 

gotten me; 

my maidservants count me as a 
stranger; 

I have become an alien in their 
eyes. 

16 I call to my servant, but he gives me 

no answer; 

I must beseech him with my 
mouth. 

17 1 am repulsive to my wife. 
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loathsome to the sons of my own 
mother. 

Even young children despise me; 
when I rise they talk against me. 

All my intimate friends abhor me, 
and those whom I loved have 
turned against me. 

20 My bones cleave to my skin and to 
my flesh, 

and I have escaped by the skin of 
my teeth. 

25 Have pity on me, have pity on me, 
O you my friends, 
for the hand of God has touched 
mel 

22 Why do you, like God, pursue me? 

Why are you not satisfied with my 
flesh? 

23 “Oh that my words were written! 

Oh that they were inscribed in a 
book! 


6t My redeemer lives 99 

6 Though his height mount up to the 

heavens, 

and his head reach to the clouds, 

7 he will perish for ever like his own 

dung; 

those who have seen him will say, 
‘Where is he?’ 

8 He will fly away like a dream, and not 

be found; 

he will be chased away like a 
vision of the night, 

9 The eye which saw him will see him 

no more, 

nor will his place any more behold 
him. 

*° His children will seek the favour of 
the poor, 

and his hands will give back his 
wealth. 

11 His bones are full of youthful vigour, 
but it will lie down with him in 
the dust. 
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24 Oh that with an iron pen and lead 

they were graven in the rock for 
ever! 

25 For I know that my Redeemer" lives, 

and at last he will stand upon the 
earth ; v 

26 and after my skin has been thus de¬ 

stroyed, 

then from"' my flesh I shall see 
God, x 

27 whom 1 shall see on my side,v 

and my eyes shall behold, and not 
another. 

My heart faints within mel 

28 If you say, ‘How we will pursue him!' 

and, ‘The root of the matter is 
found in him 5 ; 

29 be afraid of the sword, 

for wrath brings the punishment of 
the sword, 

that you may know there is a judg¬ 
ment.” 

OA Then Zophar the Na'amathite 
A'" answered : 

2 “Therefore my thoughts answer me, 

because of my haste within me. 

3 I hear censure which insults me, 

and out of my understanding a 
spirit answers me. 

4 Do you not know' this from of old, 

since man was placed upon earth, 

5 that the exulting of the wicked is 

short, 

and the joy of the godless but for 
a moment? 


12 “Though wickedness is sweet in his 

mouth, 

though he hides it under his 
tongue, 

13 though he is loath to let it go, 

and holds it in his mouth, 
lA yet his food is turned in his stomach; 

it is the gall of asps within him. 

1S He swallows down riches and vomits 
them up again; 

God casts them out of his belly. 

1® He will suck the poison of asps; 

the tongue of a viper will kill him. 

17 He will not look upon the rivers, 

the streams flowing with honey 
and curds. 

18 He will give back the fruit of his 

toil, 

and will not swallow it down; 
from the profit of his trading 
he will get no enjoyment. 

19 For he has crushed and abandoned 

the poor, 

he has seized a house which he did 
not build. 

20 “Because his greed knew no rest, 

he will not save anything in which 
he delights. 

21 There was nothing left after he had 

eaten; 

therefore his prosperity will not 
endure. 

22 In the fullness of his sufficiency he 
will be in straits; 


" Or Vindicator v Or dust w Or without x The meaning of this verse is uncertain y Or for myself 



Prosperity of the wicked 

all the force of misery will come 
upon him. 

23 To fill his belly to the- full 

God 1 will send his fierce anger into 
him, 

and niin it upon him as his food. c 

24 He will flee from an iron weapon; 

a bronze arrow will strike him 
through. 

25 It is drawn forth and comes out of 

his body, 

die glittering point comes out of 
his gall; 

terrors come upon him. 

26 Utter darkness is laid up for his 

treasures; 

a fire not blown upon will devour 
him i 

what is left in his tent will be con¬ 
sumed. 

27 The heavens will reveal his iniquity, 

and the earth will rise up against 
him. 

28 The possessions of his house will be 

carried away, 

dragged oif in die day of God’s 6 
wrath. 

29 This is the wicked man’s portion 

from God, 

the heritage decreed for him by 
God.” 

^*1 Then Job answered: 
dmfX 2 ’‘Listen carefully to my words, 
and let this be your consolation. 

3 Bear with me, and I will speak, 

and after 1 have spoken, mock on. 

* As for me, xs % my complaint against 

man? 

Why should I not be impatient? 

5 Look at me, and be appalled, 

and lay your hand upon your 
mouth. 

6 When I think of it I am dismayed, 

and shuddering seizes my flesh. 

7 Why do the wicked live, 

reach old age, and grow mighty 
in power? 

* Their children are established in 

their presence, 

and their offspring before their 
eyes. 

9 Their houses are safe from fear, 

and no rod of God is upon them. 

10 Their bull breeds without fail; 

their cow calves, and does not cast 
her calf. 

* Hcb he « Cn : Hcb in his flesh b Heb his c Heb he 
■ The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
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11 They send forth their little ones like 

a flock, 

and their children dance. 

12 They sing to the tambourine and the 

lyre, 

and rejoice to the sound of the 
pipe. 

13 They spend their days in prosperity, 

and in peace they go down to 
Sheol. 

14 They say to God, ‘Depart from us! 

We do not desire the knowledge of 
thy ways. 

15 What is the Almighty, that we should 

serve him? 

And what profit do we get if we 
pray to him?’ 

16 Behold, is not their prosperity in 

their hand? 

The counsel of the wicked is far 
from me. 

* 7 “How often is it that the lamp of the 
wicked is put out? 

That their calamity comes upon 
them? 

That God c distributes pains in 
his anger? 

18 That they are like straw before the 

wind, 

and like chaff that the storm car¬ 
ries away? 

19 You say, ‘God stores up their iniquity 

for their sons.’ 

Let him recompense it to them¬ 
selves, that they may know it. 

20 Let their own eyes see their destruc¬ 

tion, 

and let them drink of the wrath 
of the Almighty, 

21 For what do they care for their 

houses after them, 
when the number of their months 
is cut off? 

22 Will any teach God knowledge, 

seeing that he judges those that 
are on high? 

23 One dies in full prosperity, 

being wholly at ease and secure, 

24 his body ri full of fat 

and the marrow of his bones moist. 

25 Another dies in bitterness of soul, 

never having tasted of good. 

26 They lie down alike in the dust, 

and the worms cover them. 

27 “Behold, I know your thoughts. 
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and your schemes to wrong me. 

28 p or you say, ‘Where is the house of 

the prince? 

Where is the tent in which the 
wicked dwelt?’ 

29 Have you not asked those who travel 

the roads, 

and do you not accept their 
testimony 

30 that the wicked man is spared in the 

day of calamity, 

that he is rescued in the day of 
wrath? 

31 Who declares his way to his face, 

and who requites him for what he 
has done? 

32 When he is borne to the grave, 

watch is kept over bis tomb. 

33 The clods of the valley are sweet to 

him; 

all men follow after him, 
and those who go before him are 
innumerable. 

34 How then will you comfort me with 

empty nothings? 

There is nothing left of your 
answers but falsehood.” 

Then El'iphaz the Te'manite 
answered: 

2 “Can a man be profitable to God? 

Surely he who ss wise is profitable 
to himself. 

3 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty if 

you are righteous, 
or is it gain to him If you make 
your ways blameless? 

4 Is it for your fear of him that he 

reproves you, 

and enters into judgment with 
you? 

3 Is not your wickedness great? 

There is no end to your iniquities. 

• For you have exacted pledges of your 

brothers for nothing, 
and stripped the naked of their 
clothing. 

2 You have given no water to the 
weary to drink, 

and you have withheld bread from 
the hungry. 

• The man with power possessed the 

land, 

and the favoured man dwelt in it. 

9 You have sent widows away empty, 
and the arms of the fatherless 
were crushed. 

e Cn Comi are Gk: Heb or darkness f Gk Syr: Heb them 
2&2-S: Jo! 35.6-8. 


Eliphaz reproves Job 

10 Therefore snares are round about 

you, 

and sudden terror overwhelms 
you; 

11 your light is darkened, so that c you 

cannot see, 

and a flood of water covers you. 

12 “Is not God high in the heavens? 

See the highest stars, how lofty 
they are! 

13 Therefore you say, ‘What does God 

know? 

Can he judge through the deep 
darkness? 

14 Thick clouds enwrap him, so that he 

does not see, 

and he walks on the vault of 
heaven/ 

15 Will you keep to the old way 

which wicked men have trod? 

16 They were snatched away before 

their time; 

their foundation was washed away. 

17 They said to God, ‘Depart from us,* 

and ‘What can the Almighty do 
to US?T 

18 Yet he filled their houses with good 

things— 

but the counsel of the wicked is 
far from me. 

19 The righteous see it and are glad; 

the innocent laugh them to scorn, 

20 saying, ‘Surely our adversaries are 

cut off, 

and what they left the fire has 
consumed/ , 

21 “Agree with God, and be at peace; 

thereby good will come to you. 

22 Receive instruction from his mouth, 

and lay up his words in your heart. 

23 If you return to the Almighty and 

humble yourself,? 
if you remove unrighteousness far 
from your tents, 

24 if you lay gold in the dust, 

and gold of Ophir among the 
stones of the torrent bed, 

25 and if the Almighty is your gold, 

and your precious silver; 

26 then you will delight yourself in the 

Almighty, 

and lift up your face to God. 

27 You will make your prayer to him* 

and he will hear you; 
and you will pay your vows* 

9 Gk: Heb you will b$ built up 
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28 You will decide on a matter, and 

it will be established for you, 
and light will shine on your ways. 

29 For God abases the proud,* 

but he saves the lowly. 

50 He delivers the innocent man ; £ 

you will be delivered through the 
cleanness of your hands.” 


is Therefore I am terrified at his 
presence; 

'when I consider, I am in diead 
of him. 

God has made my heart faint; 
the Almighty has terrified me; 

* 7 for I am" hemmed in by darkness, 
and thick darkness covers my 
faced* 


^'1 Then Job answered: 
d**} 2 ‘‘Today also my complaint is 
bitter, 1 

his* hand is heavy in spite of my 
groaning. 

3 Oh, that I knew where I might, find 

him, 

that 5 might come even to his seat! 

4 I would lay my case before him 

and fill my mouth with arguments. 

5 I would learn what he would answer 

me, 

and understand what he would 
say to me. 

6 Would he contend with me in the 

greatness of his power? 

No; he would give heed to me. 

7 There an upright man could reason 

with him, 

and I should be acquitted for ever 
by my judge. 

• “Behold, I go forward, but he is not 
there; 

and backward, but I cannot per¬ 
ceive him; 

•on the left hand I seek him,* but I 
cannot behold him; 

I m turn to the right hand, but I 
cannot see him. 

80 But he knows the way that I take; 
when he has tried me, 1 shall come 
forth as gold. 

!i My foot has held fast to his steps; 

I have kept his way and have not 
turned aside. 

12 I have not departed from the com¬ 

mandment of his lips; 

I have treasured in” my bosom the 
words of his mouth. 

13 But he is unchangeable and who can 

turn him? 

What he desires, that he does. 

M For he will complete what he ap¬ 
points for me; 

and many such things are in his 
mind. 


“Why are not times of judg¬ 
ment kept by the Almighty, 
and why do those who know him 
never see his days? 

2 Men remove landmarks: 

they seize flocks and pasture them. 

3 They drive away the ass of the 

fatherless; 

they take the widow’s ox for a 
pledge. 

4 They thrust the poor off the road; 

the poor of the earth all hide 
themselves. 

5 Behold, like wild asses in the desert 

they go forth to their toil, 
seeking prey in the wilderness 
as food^ for their children. 

6 They gather their r fodder in the 

field 

and they glean the vineyard of the 
wicked man. 

7 They lie all night naked, without 

clothing, 

and have no covering in the 
cold, 

8 They are wet with the rain of the 

mountains, 

and cling to the rock for want of 
shelter. 

9 (There are those who snatch the 

fatherless child from the breast, 
and take in pledge the infant of 
the poor.) 

10 They go about naked, without 
clothing; 

hungry, they carry the sheaves; 
among the olive rows of the wicked* 
they make oil; 

they tread the wine presses, but 
suffer thirst. 

12 From out of the city the dying 
groan, 

and the soul of the wounded cries 
for help; 

yet God pays no attention to 
their prayer. 


* Cn: Heb when they abased you said, Proud * Gk Syr Vg: Heb him that is not innocent 

fSyr Vg Tg: Heb rebellious k Gk Syr: Heb my 1 Compare Syr: Heb on the left hand when he works 

* Syr Vg: Heb he n Gk Vg: Heb from 0 With one Ms: Heb am tust P Vg: Heb from my fact 
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13 “There are those who rebel against 
the light, 

who are not acquainted with its 
ways, 

and do not stay in its paths. 

M The murderer rises in the dark," 

that he may kill the poor and 
needy ; 

and in the night he is as a thief. 

*5 The eye of the adulterer also waits 
for the twilight, 
saying, ‘No eye will see me*; 
and he disguises his face. 

In the dark they dig through houses; 
by day they shut themselves up; 
they do not know the light. 

17 For deep darkness is morning to all 

of them; 

for the>’ are friends with the terrors 
of deep darkness. 

18 “You say, ‘They are swiftly carried 

away upon the face of the 
waters; 

their portion is cursed in the land; 
no treader turns toward their 
vineyards. 

W Drought and heat snatch away the 
snow waters; 

so does Sheol those who have 
sinned. 

20 The squares of the town 1 ' forget 

them; 

their name" is no longer remem¬ 
bered ; 

so wickedness is broken like a tree.® 

21 “They feed on the barren childless 

woman, 

and do no good to the widow. 

22 Yet God w prolongs the life of the 

mighty by his power; 
they rise up when they despair of 
life. 

23 He gives them security, and they 

are supported; 

and his eyes are upon their ways. 

24 They are exalted a little while, and 

then are gone; 

they wither and fade like the 
mallow ; x 

they are cut off like the heads of 
grain. 

25 If it is not so, who will prove me a 

liar, 

and show that there is nothing in 
what I say?” 


Man's inferiority to God 
Then Bildad the Shuhite 
answered: 

2 “Dominion and fear are with God;* 

he makes peace in his high 
heaven. 

3 Is there any number to his armies? 

Upon whom does his light not 
arise? 

4 How then can man be righteous be¬ 

fore God? 

How can he who is bom of woman 
be clean? 

5 Behold, even the moon is not bright 

and the stars are not clean in his 
sight; 

6 how much less man, who is a mag¬ 

got, 

and the son of man, who is a 
worm!” 

Then Job answered" 

2 “How you have helped him 
who has no power* 

How you have saved the arm that 
has no strength! 

3 How you have counselled him who 

has no wisdom, 

and plentifully declared sound 
knowledge! 

4 With whose help have you uttered 

words, 

and whose spirit has come forth 
from you? 

5 The shades below tremble, 

the waters and their inhabitants. 

6 Sheol is naked before God, 

and Abaddon has no covering. 

7 He stretches out the north over the 

void. 

and hangs the earth upon nothing. 

8 He binds up the waters in his thick 

clouds, 

and the cloud is not rent under 
them. 

9 He covers the face of the moon,* 

and spreads over it his cloud. 

10 He has described a circle upon the 

face of the waters 
at the boundary between light and 
darkness. 

11 The pillars of heaven tremble, 

and are astounded at his rebuke. 

12 By his power he stilled the sea; 

by his understanding he smote 
Rahab. 

13 By his wind the heavens were made 
fair; 

w Heb he * Gk: Heb alt 


8 Cn: Heb at the light v Cn: Heb obscure v Cn: Heb a worm 
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Job's faith 459 JOB 28 


his hand pierced the fleeing ser- 
pent. 

14 Lo, these are but the outskirts of his 
ways; 

and how small a whisper do we 
hear of him! 

But the thunder of his power who 
can understand?’* 

And Job again took up his dis» 
course, and said: 

2 “As God lives, who has taken away 
my right, 

and the Almighty, who has made 
my soul bitter; 

8 as long as my breath is in me, 

and the spirit of God is in my 
nostrils: 

4 my lips will not speak falsehood, 

and my tongue will not utter 
deceit. 

5 Far be it from me to say that you are 

right; 

till I die I will not put away my 
integrity from me. 

hold fast my righteousness, and 
will not let it go; 

my heart does not reproach me for 
any of my days. 


15 Those who survive him the pesti¬ 

lence buries, 

and their widows make no lam¬ 
entation. 

16 Though he heap up silver like dust, 

and pile up clothing like clay; 

* 7 he may pile it up, but the just will 
wear it, 

and the innocent will divide the 
silver. 

18 The house which he builds is like a 
spider’s web, a 

like a booth which a watchman 
makes. 

He goes to bed rich, but will do so 
no more ; b 

he opens bis eyes, and his wealth 
is gone. 

20 Terrors overtake him like a flood; 

in the night a whirlwind carries 
him off. 

21 The east wind lifts him up and he is 

gone; 

it sweeps him out of his place. 

22 It c hurls at him without pity ; 

he flees from its 4 * power in head- 
long flight. 

23 It c daps its* hands at him, 

and hisses at him from its 4 place. 


“ “Let my enemy be as the wicked, “Surely there is a mine for 

and let him that rises up against silver. 


me be as the unrighteous. 

8 For what is the hope of the godless 

when God cuts him off, 

when God takes away his life? 

9 Will God hear his cry, 

when trouble comes upon him? 

19 Will he take delight in the Almighty? 

Will he call upon God at all times? 

111 3 will teach you concerning the hand 
of God; 

what is with the Almighty I will 
not conceal. 

n Behold, all of you have seen it 
yourselves; 

why then have you become alto¬ 
gether vain? 

23 “This is the portion of a wicked man 
with God, 

and the heritage which oppressors 
receive from the Almighty: 

34 If his children are multiplied, it is 
for the sword; 

and his offspring have not enough 
to eat. 


and a place for gold which they 
refine. 

2 Iron is taken out of the earth, 

and copper is smelted from the 
ore. 

3 Men put an end to darkness, 

and search out to the farthest 
bound 

the ore in gloom and deep dark¬ 
ness. 

4 They open shafts in a valley away 

from where men live; 
they are forgotten by travellers, 
they hang afar from men, they 
swing to and fro. 

5 As for the earth, out of it comes 

bread; 

but underneath it is turned up as 
by fire. 

6 Its stones are the place of sapphires,* 

and it has dust of gold. 

7 “That path no bird of prey knows, 

and the falcon’s eye has not seen 
it. 


* Cn compare Gk Syr: Heb He builds his house >■<» »«r »«/•« 

* Gk Compare Syr: Heb shall not be gathered ’ Or he (that ia, God) 4 Or JU* * Or lapis lasvH 
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8 The proud beasts have not trodden 

it; 

the lion has not passed over it. 

9 “Man puts his hand to the flinty 

rock, 

and overturns mountains by the 
roots. 

to He cuts out channels in the rocks, 
and his eye sees every precious 
thing. 

M He binds up the streams so that they 
do not trickle, 

and the thing that is hid he brings 
forth to light. 

12 “But where shall wisdom be found? 
And where is the place of under¬ 
standing? 

M Man does not know the way to it/ 
and it is not found in the land of 
the living. 

34 The deep says, Tt is; not in me,* 

and the sea says, ‘It is not with 
me.* 

It cannot be gotten for gold, 

and silver cannot be weighed as 
its price. 

46 It cannot be valued in the gold of 
Ophir, 

in precious onyx or sapphire. ? 
Gold and glass cannot equal it, 
nor can it be exchanged for jewels 
of fine gold. 

18 No mention shall be made of coral 

or of crystal; 

the price of wisdom is above 
pearls. 

1 9 The topaz of Ethiopia cannot com¬ 

pare with it, 

nor can it be valued in pure gold. 

20 “Whence then comes wisdom? 

And where is the place of under¬ 
standing? 

21 It is hid from the eyes of all living, 

and concealed from the birds of 
the air. 

22 Abaddon and Death say, 

*We have heard a rumour of it with 
our ears.* 

25 “God understands the way to it, 
and he knows its place. 

2*.For he looks to the ends of the earth, 
and sees everything under the 
heavens. 

25 When he gave to the wind its weight* 

* Gk: Heb its price * Or lapis loculi 


and meted out the waters by 

measure; 

26 when he made a decree for the rain, 

and a way for the lightning of the 
thunder; 

27 then he saw it and declared it; 

he established it, and searched it 
out. 

28 And he saxd to man, 

"Behold, the fear of the Lord, that 
is wisdom; 

and to depart from evil is under* 
standing.* ” 

And job again took up his dis¬ 
course, and said: 

2 “Oh, that I were as in the months 

of old, 

as in the days when God watched 
over me; 

3 when his lamp shone upon my head, 

and by his light I walked through 
darkness; 

4 as I was in my autumn days, 

when the friendship of God was 
upon my tent; 

5 when the Almighty was yet with me, 

when my children were about me; 

6 when my steps were washed with 

milk, 

and the rock poured out for me 
streams of oil! 

7 When I went out to the gate of the 

city, 

when I prepared my seat in the 

square, 

8 the young men saw me and with¬ 

drew, 

and the aged rose and stood; 

9 the princes refrained from talking, 

and laid their hand on their 
mouth; 

10 the voice of the nobles was hushed, 

and their tongue cleaved to the 
roof of their mouth. 

11 When the ear heard, it called me 

blessed, 

and when the eye saw, it approved; 

12 because I delivered the poor who 

cried, 

and the fatherless who had none 
to help him. 

13 The blessing of him who was about 

to perish came upon me, 
and I caused the widow’s heart to 
sing for joy. 

1 4 I put on righteousness, and it clothed 

me; 
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my justice was like a robe and a 
turban. 

35 I was eyes to the blind, 

and feet to the lame. 

36 I was a father to the poor, 

and I searched out the cause of 
him whom l did not know. 

H I broke the fangs of the unrighteous, 
and made him drop his prey from 
his teeth. 

38 Then I thought, ‘I shall die in my 

nest, 

and l shall multiply my days as the 
sand, 

39 my roots spread out to the waters, 

with the dew all night on my 
branches, 

20 my glory fresh with me, 

and my bow ever new in my 
hand/ 

21 “Men listened to me, and waited, 

and kept silence for my counsel. 

22 After I spoke they did not speak 

again, 

and my word dropped upon them. 

23 They waited for me as for the 

rain; 

and they opened their mouths as 
for the spring rain 

24 I smiled on them when they had no 

confidence; 

and the light of my countenance 
they did not cast down. 

25 I chose their way, and sat as chief, 

and I dwelt like a king among his 
troops, 

like one who comforts mourners. 


they shout after them as after a 

thief. 

6 Xn the gullies of the torrents they 

must dwell, 

m holes of the earth and of the 
rocks. 

7 Among the bushes they bray; 

under the nettles they huddle to¬ 
gether. 

8 A senseless, a disreputable brood, 

they have been whipped out of 
the land. 

9 “And now I have become their song> 

I am a byword to them. 

They abhor me, they keep aloof 
from me; 

they do not hesitate to spit at the 
sight of me. 

u Because God has loosed my cord 
and humbled me. 
they have cast off restraint in my 
presence. 

32 On my right hand the rabble rise, 
they drive me’ forth, 
they cast up against me their ways 
of destruction. 

53 They break up my path, 

they promote my calamity; 
no one restrains * them. 

* 4 As through* a wide breach they 
come; 

amid the crash they roll on. 

X5 Terrors are turned upon me; 

my honour is pursued as by the 
wind, 

and my prosperity has passed away 
Like a cloud. 


30 “But now they make sport of 

men who are younger than X, 
whose fathers X would have dis¬ 
dained 

to set with the dogs of my flock. 

2 What could I gain from the strength 

of their hands, 
men whose vigour is gone? 

3 Through want and hard hunger 

they gnaw the dry and desolate 
ground ;* 

4 they pick mallow and the leaves of 

bushes, 

and to warm themselves the roots 
of the broom. 

3 They are driven out from among 
men; 

J Hcb ground yesterday waste * Heb * 

* Gk: Heb my garment is disfigured m 


“And now my soul is poured out 
within me; 

days of affliction have taken hold of 
me. 

* 7 The night racks my bones, 

and the pain that gnaws me takes 
no rest. 

* 8 With violence it seizes my garment; 1 
it binds me about like the collar of 
my tunic. 

19 God has cast me into the mire, 

and I have become like dust and 
ashes. 

201 cry to thee and thou dost not an¬ 
swer me; 

I stand, and thou dost not m heed 
me. 

21 Thou hast turned cruel to me; 

V feet i Cn: Heb helps k Cn: Heb like 
]>nc Hcb Mb and Vg: Heb lacks not 
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with the might of thy hand thou 
dost persecute me. 

22 Thou liftest me up on the wind,. 

thou makest me ride on it, 
and thou tossest me about in the 
roar of the storm. 

23 Yea, I know that thou wilt bring me 

to death, 

and to the house appointed for all 
living. 

“Yet does not one in a heap of ruins 
stretch out his hand, 
and in his disaster cry for help?'* 

25 Did not I weep for him whose day 

was hard? 

Was not my soul grieved for the 
poor? 

26 But when I looked for good, evil 

came; 

and when I waited for light, dark- 
ness came. 

27 My heart is in turmoil, and is never 

still; 

days of affliction come to meet me. 
281 go about blackened, but not by the 
sun: 

I stand up in die assembly, and cry 
for help., 

29 1 am a brother of jackals, 

and a companion of ostriches. 

30 My skin turns black and falls from 

me. 


7 if my step has turned aside from the 

way, 

and my heart has gone after my 
eyes, 

and if any spot has cleaved to my 
hands; 

8 then let me sow, and another eat; 

and let what grows for me be 
rooted out. 

9 “If my heart has been enticed to a 

woman, 

and I have lain in wait at my 
neighbour’s door; 

10 then let my wife grind for another, 

and let others bow down upon her. 

w For that would be a heinous crime; 

that would be an iniquity to be 
punished by the judges; 

^2 for that would be a fire which con¬ 
sumes unto Abaddon, 

and it would bum to the root all my 
increase. 

S3 “If I have rejected the cause of my 
manservant or my maidservant, 

when they brought a complaint 
against me; 

M what then shall I do when God rises 
up? 

When he makes inquiry, what shall 
I answer him? 

15 Did not he who made me in the 


and my bones bum with heat. 

31 My lyre is turned to mourning, 

and my pipe to the voice of those 
who weep. 


“I have made a covenant with 
JA my eyes; 

how then could I look upon a 
virgin? 

2 What would be my portion from God 

above, 

and my heritage from the Al¬ 
mighty on high? 

3 Does not calamity befall the un¬ 

righteous, 

and disaster the workers of in¬ 
iquity? 

4 Does not he see my ways, 

and number all my steps? 


5 “If I have walked with falsehood, 

and my foot has hastened to deceit; 

6 (Let me be weighed in a just balance, 

and let God know my integrity!) 


womb make him? 

And did not one fashion us in the 
womb? 

16 “If I have withheld anything that the 

poor desired, 

or have caused the eyes of the 
widow to fail, 

17 or have eaten ro y morsel alone, 

and the fatherless has not eaten of 
it 

18 (f or from his youth I reared him as a 

father, 

and from his mother’s womb I 
guided him 0 ); 

s9 if I have seen any one perish for lack 
of clothing, 

or a poor man without covering; 

20 if his loins have not blessed me, 

and if he was not warmed with the 
fleece of my sheep; 

21 if I have raised my hand against the 

fatherless, 

because 1 saw help in the gate; 


* Cn: Heb obscure 

•Cn; Heb far from my youth he grew up to me as a father, and from my mother’s womb l guided her 
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22 then let my shoulder blade fall from 

my shoulder, 

and let my arm be broken from its 
socket. 

23 For I was in terror of calamity from 

God, 

and I could not have faced his 
majesty. 

24 “If I have made gold my trust, 

or called fine gold my confidence; 

25 if I have rejoiced because my wealth 

was great, 

or because my hand had gotten 
much; 

26 if l have looked at the sun? when it 

shone, 

or the moon moving in splendour, 

27 and my heart has been secretly en¬ 

ticed, 

and my mouth has kissed my hand ; 

28 this also would be an iniquity to be 

punished by the judges, 
for I should have been false to God 
above. 

25 “If J have rejoiced at the ruin of him 
that hated me, 

or exulted when evil overtook 
him 

3° (I have not let my mouth sin 

by asking for his life with a curse); 

31 if the men of my tent have not said, 

‘Who is there that has not been 
filled with his meat?’ 

32 (the sojourner has not lodged in the 

street; 

I have opened my doors to the 
wayfarer); 

33 if I have concealed my transgressions 

from men,« 

by hiding my iniquity in my 
bosom, 

34 because I stood in great fear of the 

multitude, 

and the contempt of families 
terrified me, 

so that I kept silence, and did not 
go out of doors— 

35 Oh, that I had one to hear me! 

(Here is my signature! let the A1-* 
mighty answer me!) 

Oh, that I had the indictment 
written by my adversary! 

36 Surely I would carry it on my 

shoulder; 

I would bind it on me as a crown | 

? £& th *JP ht . « Cn: Heb Wu man at like Adam 
r Gk Syr Vg: Ueb many 


371 would give him an account of all my 

steps; 

like a prince I would approach him. 

38 “If my land has cried out against me, 
and its furrows have wept together; 
35 if J have eaten its yield without pay¬ 
ment, 

and caused the death of its owners; 
40 Jet thorns grow instead of wheat, 
and foul weeds instead of barley/* 

The words of Job are ended 

S° these three men ceased to 
Dd* answer Job, because he was 
righteous in his own eyes. 2 Then Eli'hu 
the son of Bar'achel the Buzite, of the 
family of Ram, became angry. He wa3 
angry at Job because he justified him¬ 
self rather than God; 3 he was angry 
also at Job’s three friends because they 
had found no answer, although they had 
declared Job to be in the wrong. 4 Now 
Eli'hu had waited to speak to Job be¬ 
cause they were older than he. 5 And 
when Eli'hu saw that there was no 
answer in the mouth of these three men, 
he became angry. 

6 And Eli'hu the son of Bar'achel the 
Buzite answered: 

“I am young in years, 
and you are aged; 
therefore I was timid and afraid 
to declare my opinion to you. 

7 I said, ‘Let days speak, 

and many years teach wisdom/ 

8 But it is the spirit in a man, 

the breath of the Almighty, 
that makes him understand 

9 It is not the old r that are wise, 

nor the aged that understand what 
is right. 

10 Therefore I say, ‘Listen to me; 

let me also declare my opinion/ 

11 “Behold, I waited for your words, 

I listened for your wise sayings, 
while you searched out what to say* 
121 gave you my attention, 

and, behold, there was none that 
confuted Job, 

or that answered Ms words, among 
you. 

13 Beware lest you say, *Wc have found 
wisdom; 

God znay vanquish hint, not man. 8 
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M He has not directed his words against I am pure, and there is no iniquity 

me, in me. 

and I will not answer him with 10 Behold, he finds occasions against me, 
your speeches. he counts me as his enemy; 

he puts my feet in the stocks, 

*3 “They are discomfited, they answer and watches ail my paths.® 


no more; 

they have not a word to say, 

16 And shall I wait, because they do not 
speak, 

because they stand there, and 
answer no more? 

37 1 also will give my answer; 

I also will declare my opinion. 

18 For I am full of words, 

the spirit within me constrains me. 

19 Behold, my heart is like wine that has 

no vent; 

like new wineskins, it is ready to 
burst. 

201 must speak, that I may find relief; 
I must open my lips and answer. 

21 I will not show partiality to any 

person 

or use flattery toward any man. 

22 For I do not know how to flatter, 

else would my Maker soon put an 
end to me. 


33 “But now, hear my speech, O 

and listen to all my words. 

2 Behold, I open my mouth; 

the tongue in my mouth speaks. 

3 My words declare the uprightness of 

my heart, 

and what my lips know they speak 
sincerely. 

4 The spirit of God has made me, 

and the breath of the Almighty 
gives me life. 

3 Answer me, if you can; 

set your words in order before 
me; take your stand. 

* Behold, I am toward God as you are , 
I too was formed from a piece of 
clay. 

? Behold, no fear of me need terrify 


12 “Behold, in this you are not righto 

l will answer you. 

God is greater than man. 

13 Why do you contend against him, 

saying, ‘He will answer none of 
my« words’? 

14 For God speaks in one way, 

and in two, though man does not 
perceive it. 

45 In a dream, in a vision of the night, 
when deep sleep falls upon men, 
while they slumber on their beds, 
3<s then he opens the ears of men, 

and terrifies them with warnings, 

47 that he may turn man aside from his 
deed, 

and cut off* pride from man; 

18 he keeps back his soul from the Pit, 

his life from perishing by the 
sword. 

19 “Man is also chastened with pain 

upon his bed, 

and with continual strife in his 
bones; 

20 so that his life loathes bread, 

and liis appetite dainty food. 

21 His flesh is so wasted away that it 

cannot be seen; 

and his bones which were not seen 
stick out. 

22 His soul draws near the Pit, 

and his life to those who bring 
death. 

23 If there be for him an angel, 

a mediator, one of the thousand, 
to declare to man what is right for 
him; 

24 and he is gracious to him, and says, 

‘Deliver him from going down into 
the Pit, 


you; I have found a ransom; 

my pressure will not be heavy upon 25 let his flesh become fresh with youth; 
you. let him return to the days of his 

youthful vigour*; 

• “Surely, you have spoken in my 26 then man prays to God, and he 
hearing, accepts him, 

and I have heard the sound of your he comes into his presence with 
words. joy. 

® You say, T am dean, without trans- He recounts" to men his salvation, 
gression; 27 and he sings before men, and says: 

• Compare Ok: Heb his * Cn: Heb hid* ** Cn: Heb returns 



Elihu justifies God 

T sinned, and perverted what was 
right, 

and it was not requited to me. 

28 He has redeemed my soul from going 
down into the Pit, 
and my life shah see the light.* 

“Behold, God does all these things, 
twice, three times, with a man, 
so t 0 bring back his souJ from the Pit, 
that he may see the light of life. v 
•' it Give heed, O Job, listen to me; 
be silent, and I will speak. 

52 If you have anything to say, answer 

me; 

speak, for I desire to Justify you. 

53 If not, hstcn to me; 

be silent, and I will teach you 
wisdom. ” 

^en Eli'hu said: 

Jfrnr 2 “Hear my words, you wise 
men, 

and give ear to me, you who know; 

5 for the ear tests words 

as the palate tastes food. 

4 Let us choose what is right; 

let us determine among ourselves 
what is good. 

s For Job has said, ‘1 am innocent, 
and God has taken away my right; 

6 in spite of my right 1 am counted a 

liar; 

my wound is incurable, though I 
am without transgression.’ 

7 What man is like Job, 

who drinks up scoffing like water, 

8 who goes in company with evildoers 

and walks with wicked men? 

19 For he has said, ‘It profits a man 
nothing 

that he should take delight in God.* 

*0 “Therefore, hear me, you men of 
understanding, 

far be it from God that he should 
do wickedness, 

and from the Almighty that he 
should do wrong. 

11 For according to the work of a man 

he will requite him, 
and according to his ways he will 
make it befall him. 

12 Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, 

and the Almighty will not pervert 
justice. 

13 Who gave him charge over the earth 

* Syr: Heb to be lighted with the light of life 
fCn: Hcb yet 
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and who laid on him*® the whole 
world? 

* 4 If he should take back his spirit* to 
himself, 

and gather to himself his breath, 

15 all flesh would perish together, 

and man would return to dust. 

16 { ‘ff you have understanding, hear 

this; 

listen to what I say. 

17 Shall one who hates Justice govern? 

Will you condemn him who is 
righteous and mighty, 

16 who says to a king, ‘Worthless one,* 
and to nobles, ‘Wicked man’; 

* 9 who shows no partiality to princes 
nor regards the rich more than the 
poor, 

for they are all the work of his 
hands? 

20 In a moment they die; 

at midnight the people are shaken 
and pass away, 

and the mighty are taken away by 
no human hand. 

21 “For his eyes are upon the ways of a 

man, 

and he sees all his steps. 

22 There is no gloom or deep darkness 

where evildoers may hide them¬ 
selves. 

23 For he has not appointed a time*' for 

any man 

to go before God in judgment. 

24 He shatters the mighty without in¬ 

vestigation, 

and sets others in their place. 

25 Thus, knowing their works, 

he overturns them in the night, 
and they are crushed. 

26 He strikes them for their wickedness 

in the sight of men, 

27 because they turned aside from fol¬ 

lowing him, 

and had no regard for any of his 

ways, 

28 so that they caused the cry of the 

poor to come to him, 
and he heard the cry of the af¬ 
flicted— 

29 When he is quiet, who can condemn? 

When he hides his face, who can 
behold him, 

whether it be a nation or a man?— 

30 that a godless man should not reign. 


w Heb lacks on him 1 Heb his heart his spirit 
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that he should not ensnare the 
people. 

31 'For has any one said to God, 

‘I have borne chastisement; I will 
not offend any more; 

32 teach me what I ao not see; 

if I have done iniquity, I will do it 
no more*? 

33 Will he then make requital to suit 

, you, . . 

because you reject it? 

For you must choose, and not I; 
therefore declare what you know. * 

3< Men of understanding will say to me, 
and the wise man who hears me. 
will say: 

35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge, 

his words are without insight.* 

36 Would that Job were tried to the end, 

*because he answers like wicked 
men. 

37 For he adds rebellion to his sin; 

he claps his hands among us, 
and multiplies his words against 
God.*’ 

And EliTiu said: 

2 “Do you think this to be just? 
Do you say, ‘It is my right before 
God,* 

3 that you ask, ‘What advantage have I? 

How am I better off than if I had 
sinned?* 

4 I will answer you 

and your friends with you. 

3 Look at the heavens, and see; 

and behold the clouds, which are 
higher than you. 

4 If you have sinned, what do you ac¬ 

complish against him? 

And if your transgressions are mul¬ 
tiplied, what do you do to him? 

7 If you are righteous, what do you give 
to him; 

or what does he receive from your 
hand? 

• Your wickedness concerns a man like 
yourself, 

ana your righteousness a son of 
man. 

•“Because of the multitude of op¬ 
pressions people cry out; 
they call for help because of the 
arm of the mighty. 

•The Hebrew of verses 29-33 is obsmre 


“Perfect in knowledge ** 

10 But none says, ‘Where is God my 

Maker, 

who gives songs in the night, 

11 who teaches us more than the beasts 

of the earth, 

and makes us wiser than the birds 
of the air?’ 

12 There they cry out, but he does not 

answer, 

because of the pride of evil men. 

13 Surely God does not hear an empty 

cry, 

nor does the Almighty regard it. 

1 4 How much less when you say that 

you do not see him, 
that the case is before him, and you 
are waiting for him! 

15 And now, because his anger does not 

punish, 

and he does not greatly heed 
transgression, 0 

16 Job opens his mouth in empty talk, 

he multiplies words without knowl¬ 
edge.” 

'Ifl And Elihu continued, and said: 
OU 2 “Bear with me a little, and I will 
show you, 

for 1 have yet something to say on 
God’s behalf. 

31 will fetch my knowledge from 
afar, 

and ascribe righteousness to my 
Maker. 

4 For truly my words are not false; 
one who is perfect in knowledge is 
with you. 

3 “Behold, God is mighty, and does not 
despise any ; 

he is mighty in strength of under¬ 
standing. 

6 He does not keep the wicked alive, 

but gives the afflicted their right. 

7 He does not withdraw his eyes from 

the righteous, 

but with kings upon the throne 
he sets them for ever, and they are 
exalted. 

3 And if they are bound in fetters 
and caught in the cords of af¬ 
fliction, 

• then he declares to them their work 
and their transgressions, that they 
are behaving arrogantly. 

1° He opens their ears to instruction* 


• Tbeodotion Symmachu* Compare Vg: The meaning of the Hebrew word ia 
M.S-8* Job 22.2-3. 
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and commands that they return 
from iniquity. 

If they hearken and serve him, 
they complete their days in pros¬ 
perity, 

and their years in pleasantness. 

12 But if they do not hearken, they 

perish by the sword, 
and die without knowledge, 

13 “The godless in heart cherish anger, 

they do not cry for help when he 
binds them. 

14 They die in youth, 

and their life ends in shame.* 

15 He delivers the afflicted by their 

affliction, 

and opens their ear by adversity. 
!<*He also allured you out of distress 
into a broad place where there was 
no cramping, 

and what was set on your table was 
full of fatness. 

17 “But you are full of the judgment on 
the wicked; 

judgment and justice seize you. 

IS Beware lest wrath entice you into 
scoffing; 

and let not the greatness of the 
ransom turn you aside. 

19 Will your cry avail to keep you from 

distress, 

or all the force of your strength? 

20 Do not long for the night, 

when peoples are cut off In their 
place. 

21 Take heed, do not turn to iniquity, 

for this you have chosen rather 
than affliction. 

22 Behold, God is exalted in his power; 

who is a teacher like him? 

23 Who has prescribed for him his way, 

or who can say, ‘Thou hast done 
wrong’? 

24 “Remember to extol his work, 

of which men have sung. 

25 All men have looked on it; 

man beholds it from afar. 

26 Behold, God is great, and we know 

him not; 

the number of his years is un¬ 
searchable. 

27 For he draws up the drops of water, 

he 4 distils his mist in rain 


28 which the skies pour down, 

and drop upon man abundantly. 

29 Can any one understand the spread¬ 

ing of the clouds, 
the thunderings of his pavilion? 

30 Behold, he scatters his lightning 

about him, 

and covers the roots of the sea. 

31 For by these he judges peoples; 

he gives food in abundance. 

32 He covers his hands with the light¬ 

ning, 

and commands it to strike the 
mark. 

33 Its crashing declares concerning him, 

who is jealous with anger against 
iniquity. 


*5*7 “At this also my heart trembles, 
/ and leaps out of its place. 

2 Hearken to the thunder of his voice 

and the rumbling that comes from 
his mouth. 

3 Under the whole heaven he lets it go, 

and his lightning to the corners of 
the earth. 

4 After it his voice roars; 

he thunders with his majestic voice 

and he does not restrain the light¬ 
nings 4 when his voice is heard. 

3 God thunders wondrously with his 
voice; 

he does great things which we 
cannot comprehend. 

• For to the snow he says, ‘Fall on the 
earth’; 

and to the shower and the rain,* 
‘Be strong.’ 

7 He seals up the hand of every man, 

that all men may know his work/ 

8 Then the beasts go into their lairs, 

and remain in their dens. 

9 From its chamber comes the whirl¬ 

wind, 

and cold from the scattering winds, 

1° By the breath of God ice is given, 

and the broad waters are frozen 
fast. 

11 He loads the thick cloud with mois¬ 


ture; 

the clouds scatter his lightning. 

12 They turn round and round by his 
guidance, 

to accomplish all that he commands 
them 

on the face of the habitable world. 


J Heb among the cult prostitutes e Cn: Heb they distil 4 Heb them 

* Cn Compare Syr; Heb shotoer of rain and shotvtr of rains 

* Vg Compare Syr Tg: Heb that all men whom he has made may know ft 
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13 Whether for correction, or for his 
land, 

or for love, he causes it to happen. 

M “Hear this, O Job; 

stop and consider the wondrous 
works of God. 

15 Do you know how God lays his com¬ 

mand upon them, 
and causes the lightning of his 
cloud to shine? 

16 Do you know the balancings of the 

clouds, 

the wondrous works of him who is 
perfect in knowledge, 

17 you whose garments are hot 

when the earth is still because of 
the south wind? 

18 Can you, like him, spread out the 

skies, 

hard as a molten mirror? 

16Teach us what we shall say to him; 
we cannot draw up our case be¬ 
cause of darkness. 

20 Shall it be told him that I would 

speak? 

Did a man ever wish that he would 
be swallowed up? 

21 “And now men cannot look on the 

light 

when it is bright in the skies, 
when the wind has passed and 
cleared them. 

22 Out of the north comes golden 

splendour; 

God is clothed with terrible 
majesty. 

23 The Almighty—we cannot find him; 

he is great in power and justice, 
and abundant righteousness he 
will not violate. 

2* Therefore men fear him; 

he does not regard any who are 
wise in their own conceit/’ 

QO Then the Lord answered Job 
DO out of the whirlwind: 

2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by 
words without knowledge? 

2 Gird up your loins like a man, 

I will question you, and you shall 
declare to me. 

4 “Where were you when I laid the 
foundation of the earth? 

Tell me, if you have understand¬ 
ing. 

* Co: Heb they stand forth 18.10s Jer 5J22. 


5 Who determined its measurements— 

surely you know! 

Or who stretched the line upon 
it? 

6 On what were its bases sunk, 

or who laid its cornerstone, 

I when the morning stars sang to¬ 

gether, 

and all the sons of God shouted for 
joy? 

8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors, 

when it burst forth from the 
womb; 

9 when I made clouds its garment, 

and thick darkness its swaddling 
band, 

10 and prescribed bounds for it, 
and set bars and doors, 

II and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, 

and no farther, 

and here shall your proud waves be 
stayed’? 

12 “Have you commanded the morning 

since your days began, 
and caused the dawn to know its 
place, 

13 that it might take hold of the skirts 

of the earth, 

and the wicked be shaken out of it? 

14 It is changed like clay under the seal, 

and it is dyed? like a garment. 

1 5 From the wicked their fight is with¬ 

held, 

and their uplifted arm is broken. 

16 “Have you entered into the springs 

of the sea, 

or walked in the recesses of the 
deep? 

17 Have the gates of death been revealed 

to you, 

or have you seen the gates of deep 
darkness? 

18 Have you comprehended the expanse 

of the earth? 

Declare, if you know all this. 

1 9 “Where is the way to the dwelling of 

fight, 

and where is the place of darkness, 

20 that yoii may take it to its territory 

and that you may discern the paths 
to its home? 

21 You know, for you were bom then, 

and the number of your days is 
great! 



Job's ignorance 

22 “Have you entered the storehouses of 

the snow, 

or have you seen the storehouses of 
the hail, 

23 which I have reserved for the time of 

trouble, 

for the day of battle and war? 

2-* What is the way to the place where 
the light is distributed, 
or where the east wind is scattered 
upon the earth? 

25 “Who has cleft a channel for the 

torrents ot rain, 
and a way for the thunderbolt, 

26 to bring rain on a land where no man 

is, 

on the desert in which there is no 

man; 

27 to satisfy the waste and desolate 

land, 

and to make the ground put forth 

grass? 

28 “Has the rain a father, 

or who has begotten the drops of 
dew? 

29 From whose womb did the ice come 

forth, 

and who has given birth to the 
hoarfrost of heaven? 

30 The waters become hard like stone, 

and the face of the deep is frozen. 

31 “Can you bind the chains of the 

Plei ades, 

or loose the cords of Orion? 

32 Can you lead forth the Maz'zaroth in 

their season, 

or can you guide the Bear with its 
children? 

33 Do you know the ordinances of the 

heavens? 

Can you establish their rule on the 
earth? 

3* “Can you lift up your voice to the 
clouds, 

that a flood of waters may cover 
you? 

35 Can you send forth lightnings, that 

they may go 

and say to you, ‘Here we are’? 

36 Who has put wisdom in the clouds,* 

or given understanding to the 
mists?* 

37 Who can number the clouds by wis¬ 

dom? 

* The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
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Or who can tilt the waterskins of 
the heavens, 

38 when the dust runs into a mass 

and the clods cleave fast together? 

39 “Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 

or satisfy the appetite of the young 
lions, 

40 when they crouch in their dens, 

or lie in wait in their covert? 

41 Who provides for the raven its prey, 

when its young ones cry to God, 
and wander about for lack of 
food? 

qn “Do you know when the moun- 
tain goats bring forth? 

Do you observe the calving of the 
hinds? 

2 Can you number the months that 

they fuliil, 

and do you know the time when 
they bring forth, 

3 when they crouch, bring forth their 

offspring, 

and are delivered of their young? 

4 Their young ones become strong, 

they grow up in the open; 
they go forth, and do not return to 
them. 

5 “Who has let the wild ass go free? 

Who has loosed the bonds of the 
swift ass, 

6 to whom I have given the steppe for 

his home, 

and the salt land for his dwelling 
place? 

7 He scorns the tumult of the city; 

he hears not the shouts of the driver. 

8 He ranges the mountains as his pas¬ 

ture, 

and he searches after every green 
thing. 

9 “Is the wild ox willing to serve you? 

Will he spend the night at your 
crib? 

10 Can you bind him in the furrow with 

ropes, 

or will he harrow the valleys after 
you? 

11 Will you depend on him because his 

strength is great, 

and will you leave to him your 
labour? 

12 Do you have faith in him that he will 

return. 
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and bring your grain to your 
threshing floor? 1 

13 “The wings of the ostrich wave 
proudly; 

but are they the pinions and 
plumage of love?^ 

M For she leaves her eggs to the earth, 
and lets them be warmed on the 
ground, 

15 forgetting that a foot may crush them, 
and that the wild beast may 
trample them. 

l* She deals cruelly with her young, 
as if they were not hers; 
though her labour be in vain, yet 
she has no fear; 

1 7 because God has made her forget 

wisdom, 

and given her no share in under¬ 
standing. 

18 When she rouses herself to flee, fc 

she laughs at the horse and his 
rider. 

19 “Do you give the horse his might? 

Do you clothe his neck with 
strength?* 

20 Do you make him leap like the locust? 

His majestic snorting is terrible. 

21 He paws’” in the valley, and exults in 

his strength; 

he goes out to meet the weapons. 

22 He laughs at fear, and is not dis¬ 

mayed; 

he does not turn back from the 
sword. 

23 Upon him rattle the quiver, 

the flashing spear and the javelin. 

24 With fierceness and rage he swallows 

the ground; 

he cannot stand still at the sound 
of the trumpet. 

25 When the trumpet sounds, he says 

‘Aha!’ 

He smells the battle from afar, 
the thunder of the captains, and the 
shouting. 

26 “Is it by your wisdom that the hawk 

soars, 

and spreads his wings toward the 
south? 

27 Is it at your command that the eagle 

mounts up 

and makes his nest on high? 


God's power 
78 On the rock he dwells and makes his 
home 

in the fastness of the rocky crag. 

29 Thence he spies out the prey; 

his eyes behold it afar off. 

3Q His young ones suck up blood; 

and where the slain are, there is 
he.” 

And the Lord said to Job; 

2 “Shall a faultfinder contend 
with the Almighty? 

He who argues with God, let him 
answer it.” 

3 Then Job answered the Lord; 

4 “Behold, I am of small account; 

what shall I answer thee? 

I lay my hand on my mouth. 

5 I have spoken once, and I will not 

answer; 

twice, but I will proceed no 
further.” 

6 Then the Lord answered Job out of 
the whirlwind: 

7 “Gird up your loins like a man; 

I will question you, and you de¬ 
clare to me. 

8 Will you even put me in the wrong? 

Will you condemn me that you 
may be justified? 

9 Have you an arm like God, 

and can you thunder with a voice 
like his? 

10 “Deck yourself with majesty and 
dignity; 

clothe yourself with glory and 
splendour. 

H Pour forth the overflowings of your 
anger, 

and look on every one that is proud, 
and abase him. 

12 Look on every one that is proud, 

and bring him low; 
and tread down the wicked where 
they stand. 

13 Hide them all in the dust together; 

bind their faces in the world be¬ 
low." 

M Then will I also acknowledge to you, 
that your own right hand can give 
you victory. 

15 “Behold, BeTiemoth,® 
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* Heb your grain and your threshing floor J Heb obscure k Heb obscure 

* Tg: The meaning of the Hebrew word is obscure m Gk Syr Vg: Heb they dig n Heb hidden float 
9 Or tf)e hippopotamus 
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which I made as I made you; he is laid low even at the sight ol 

he eats grass like an ox. him. 


* 6 Behold, his strength in his loins, 

and his power in the muscles of 
his belly. 

s7 He makes his tail stiff like a cedar; 
the sinews of his thighs are knit 
together. 

His bones are tubes of bronze, 
his limbs like bars of iron. 


10 No one is so fierce that he dares to stir 

him up. 

Who then is he that can stand be¬ 
fore me? 

11 Who has given to me,“ that I should 

repay him? 

Whatever is under the whole 
heaven is mine. 


W “He is the first of the works* 1 of God; 
let him who made him bring near 
his sword! 

20 For the mountains yield food for him 

where all the wild beasts play. 

21 Under the lotus plants he lies, 

in the covert of the reeds and in the 
marsh. 

22 For his shade the lotus trees cover 

him; 

the willows of die brook surround 
him. 

23 Behold, if the river is turbulent he is 

not frightened; 

he is confident though Jordan 
rushes against his mouth. 

34 Can one take him with hooks,* 
or pierce his nose with a snare? 

f “Can you draw out Leviathan* 
with a fishhook, 

or press down his tongue with a 
cord? 

2 Can you put a rope in his nose, 
or pierce his jaw with a hook? 

* Will he make many supplications to 

you? 

Will he speak to you soft words? 

* Will he make a covenant with you 

to take him for your servant for 
ever? 

S Will you play with him as with a bird, 
or will you put him on leash for 
your maidens? 

* Will traders bargain over him? 

Will they divide him up among the 
merchants? 

V Can you fill his skin with harpoons, 
or his head with fishing spears? 

8 Lay hands on him; 

think of the battle; you will not do 
it again! 

® f Behold, the hope of a man is disap¬ 
pointed; 


12 “I will not keep silence concerning 

his limbs, 

or his mighty strength, or lus 
goodly frame. 

13 Who can strip off his outer garment? 

Who can penetrate his double coat 
of mail? v 

14 Who can open the doors of his 

face? 

Round about his teeth is terror. 

15 His back is made of rows of shields, 

shut up closely as with a seal. 

16 One is so near to another 

that no air can come between them. 

17 They are joined one to another; 

they clasp each other and cannot be 
separated. 

His sneezings flash forth light, 

and his eyes are like the eyelids of 
the dawn. 

19 Out of his mouth go flaming torches; 

sparks of fire leap forth. 

20 Out of his nostrils comes forth smoke, 

as from a boiling pot and burning 
rushes. 

21 His breath kindles coals, 

and a flame comes forth from his 
mouth. 

22 In his neck abides strength, 

and terror dances before him. 

23 The folds of his flesh cleave together, 

firmly cast upon him and immov¬ 
able. 

24 His heart is hard as a stone, 

hard as the nether millstone. 

25 When he raises himself up the 

mighty* are afraid; 
at the crashing they are beside 
themselves. 

^Though the sword reaches him, it 
does not avail; 

nor the spear, the dart, or the 
javelin. 

27 He counts iron as straw. 


P Heb ways * Cn: Heb in his eyes T Ch 40.25 in Heb 'Or the crocodile 1 Ch 41.1 in Heb 

* The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain *Gk:Heb bruit* v Ca Compare Gk Vg: Heb pndt 

* Or gods 
41.11s Rom 11.39. 
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and bronze as rotten wood. 

28 The arrow cannot make him flee; 
for him slingstones are turned to 
stubble. 

2q Clubs are counted as stubble; 

he laughs at the rattle of javelins. 

30 His underparts are like sharp pot¬ 

sherds ; 

he spreads himself like a threshing 
sledge on the mire. 

31 He makes the deep boil like a pot; 

he makes the sea like a pot of 
ointment. 

32 Behind him he leaves a shining wake; 

one would think the deep to be 
hoary. 

33 Upon earth there is not his like., 

a creature without fear. 

34 He beholds everything that is high; 

he is king over all the sons of 
pride.” 

Then Job answered the Lord: 
2 “I know that thou canst do all 
things, 

and that no purpose of thine can be 
thwarted. 

3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel with¬ 

out knowledge?’ 

Therefore I have uttered what I did 
not understand, 
things too wonderful for me, 
which I did not know. 

4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; 

I will question you, and you de¬ 
clare to me/ 

* I had heard of thee by the hearing of 

the ear, 

but now my eye sees thee; 

* therefore I despise myself, 

and repent in dust and ashes.” 

7 After the Lord had spoken these 
words to Job, the Lord said to El'i- 


phaz the Te'manite: “My wrath is 
kindled against you and against your 
two friends; for you have not spoken of 
me what is right, as my servant Job has. 
8 Now therefore take seven bulls and 
seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 
and offer up for yourselves a burnt 
offering; and my servant Job shall pray 
for you, for I will accept his prayer not 
to deal with you according to your folly ; 
for you have not spoken of me what is 
right, as my servant Job has.” 9 So El'i- 
phaz the Te'manite and Bildad the Shu- 
hite and Zophar the Na'amathite went 
and did what the Lord had told them; 
and the Lord accepted Job’s prayer. 

10 And the Lord restored the for¬ 
tunes of Job, when he had prayed for his 
friends; and the Lord gave Job twice as 
much as he had before. 11 Then came to 
him all his brothers and sisters and all 
who had known him before, and ate 
bread with him in his house; and they 
showed him sympathy and comforted 
him for all the evil that the Lord had 
brought upon him; and each of them 
gave him a piece of moneys and a ring 
of gold. 12 And the Lord blessed the 
latter days of Job more than his be¬ 
ginning; and he had fourteen thousand 
sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand 
yoke of oxen, and a thousand she-asses. 
*3 He had also seven sons and three 
daughters. 14 And he called the name of 
the first Jemi'mah; and the name of the 
second Kezi'ah; and the name of the 
third Ker'en-hap'puch. 15 And in all the 
land there were no women so fair as 
Job’s daughters; and their father gave 
them inheritance among their brothers. 
16 And after this Job lived a hundred and 
forty years, and saw his sons, and his 
sons* sons, four generations. *'And Job 
died, an old man, and full of days. 


V Heb qtsitak 



THE PSALMS 


BOOK I 

1 Blessed is the man 

who walks not in the counsel of the 
wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

2 but his delight is in the law of the 
Lord, 

and on his law he meditates day 
and night. 

3 He is like a tree 

planted by streams of water, 
that yields its fruit in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers* 

* The wicked are not so, 

but are like chaff which the wind 
drives away. 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand 
in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of 
the righteous; 

6 for the Lord knows the way of the 
righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will 
perish. 

2 Why do the nations conspire, 
and the peoples plot in vain? 

2 The kings of the earth set them- 
selves, 

and the rulers take counsel to¬ 
gether, 

against the Lord and his anointed, 
saying, 

3 '“Let us burst their bonds asunder, 
and cast their cords from us.” 

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

the Lord has them in derision. 

5 Then he will speak to them in his 
wrath, 

and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
• “I have set my king 

on Zion, my holy hill.** 

7 1 will tell of the decree of the Lord: 
He said to me, “You are my son, 
today I have begotten you. 


8 Ask of me, and I will make the na¬ 

tions your heritage, 
and the ends of the earth your 
possession. 

9 You shall break them with a rod of 

iron, 

and dash them in pieces like a 
potter's vessel.” 

10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, 
with trembling 12 kiss huis feet,® 
lest he be angry, and you perish in the 
way; 

for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in 
him. 


A Psalm of David, when he fled from 
Absalom his son. 

3 0 Lord, how many are my foes! 

Many are rising against me; 

2 many are saying of me, 

there is no help for him in God. 

Selah 

3 But thou, O Lord, art a shield about 
me, 

my glory, and the lifter of my head. 
4 I cry aloud to the Lord, 

and he answers me from his holy 
hill. Selah 

5 I lie down and sleep; 

1 wake again, for the Lord sus¬ 
tains me. 

H am not afraid of ten thousands of 
people 

who have set themselves against 
me round about. 

7 Arise, O Lord! 

Deliver me, O my God! 

For thou dost smite all my enemies 
on the cheek, 

thou dost break the teeth of the 
wicked. 
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8 Deliverance belongs to the Lord; 
thy blessing be upon thy people! 

Selah 

To the choirmaster: with stringed 
instruments. A Psalm of David. 

4 Answer me when I call, O God 
of my right 1 

Thou hast given me room when I 
was in distress. 

Be gracious to me, and hear my 
prayer. 

2 O men, how long shall my honour 
suffer shame? 

How long will you love vain words, 
and seek after lies? Selah 

3 But know that the Lord has set apart 
the godly for himself; 
the Lord hears when 1 call to him. 

4 Be angry, but sin not; 

commune with your own hearts on 
your beds, and be silent. Selah 
5 Offer right sacrifices, 

and put your trust in the Lord. 

8 There are many who say, “O that we 
might see some good! 

Lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us, O Lord r* 

7 Thou hast put more joy in my heart 
than they have when their grain 
and wine abound. 

8 In peace I will both lie down and 
sleep; 

for thou alone, O Lord, makest me 
dwell in safety. 


5 The boastful may nor. stand before 

thy eves; 

rlmu haiest all evildoers. 

9 Thou destroyest those who speak 
lies, 

the Lord abhors bloodthirsty and 
deceitful men. 

7 But I through the abundance of thy 

steadfast love 
will enter thy house, 

I will worship toward thy holy temple 
in the fear of thee, 

8 Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteous¬ 

ness 

because of my enemies; 

make thy way straight before me. 

9 For there is no truth in their mouth; 

their heart is destruction, 
their throat is an open sepulchre, 
they flatter with their tongue. 

10 Make them bear their guilt, O God; 
let them fall by their own counsels; 
because of their many transgressions 
cast them out, 

for they have rebelled against 
thee. 

11 But let all who take refuge in thee 

rejoice, 

let them ever sing for joy; 
and do thou defend them, 

that those who love thy name may 
exult in thee. 

12 For thou dost bless the righteous, O 

Lord; 

thou dost cover him with favour as 
with a shield. 


To the choirmaster: for the flutes. 
A Psalm of David. 


To the choirmaster: with stringed in¬ 
struments ; according to The Sheminith. 
A Psalm of David. 


5 Give ear to my words, O Lord; 

give heed to my groaning. 

2 Hearken to the sound of my cry, 
my King and my God, 
for to thee do I pray. 

3 O Lord, in the morning thou dost 
hear my voice; 

in the morning I prepare a sacri¬ 
fice for thee, and watch. 


5 0 Lord, rebuke me not in thy 
anger, 

nor chasten me in thy wrath. 

2 Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am 
languishing; 

O Lord, heal me, for my bones are 
troubled. 

3 My soul also is sorely troubled. 

But thou, O Lord —how long? 


4 For thou art not a God who delights 4 Turn, O Lord, save my life; 

in wickedness; deliver me for the sake of thy 

evil may not sojourn with thee. steadfast love. 

4.4j Eph 4.26. S.9* Rom 3.13. 
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5 For in death there is no remembrance 
of thee; 

in Sheol who can give thee praise? 

• I am weary with my moaning; 

every night I flood my bed with 
tears; 

I drench my couch with my weep¬ 
ing. 

? My eye wastes away because of grief, 

it grows weak because of all my 
foes. 

* Depart from me, all you workers of 

evil; 

for the Lord has heard the sound 
of my weeping. 

9 The Lord has heard my supplication; 

the Lord accepts my prayer. 

10 All my enemies shall be ashamed and 
sorely troubled; 

they shall turn back, and be put to 
shame in a moment. 


A Shiggaion of David, which he sang 
to the Lord concerning Cush a 
Benjaminite. 

7 0 Lord my God, in thee do I take 
refuge; 

save me from all my pursuers, 
and deliver me, 

2 lest like a lion they rend me, 

dragging me away, with none to 
rescue. 

3 O Lord my God, if I have done this, 
if there is wrong in my hands, 

4 if 1 have requited my friend with evil 
or plundered my enemy without 
cause, 

3 let the enemy pursue me and overtake 
me, 

and let him trample my life to the 
ground, 

and lay my soul in the dust. Selah 

• Arise, O Lord, in thy anger, 

lift thyself up against the fury of 
my enemies; 

awake, O my God; 6 thou hast ap¬ 
pointed a judgment. 

"Let the assembly of the peoples be 
gathered about thee; 
and over it take thy seat 0 on high. 

• The Lord judges the peoples; 

6 Or for me r Cn: Heb return a Heb he 

•a* Mt 7.23; Lk 13.27. 7.9i Rev 2.23. &2t Ml 21.1& 
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judge me, O Lord, according to 
my righteousness 

and according to the integrity that 
is in me. 

9 O let the evil of the wicked come to 

an end, 

but establish thou the righteous, 
thou who triest the minds and hearts, 
thou righteous God. 

10 My shield is with God, 

who saves the upright in heart. 

11 God is a righteous judge, 

and a God who has indignation 
every day. 

12 If a man d does not repent, God d will 

whet his sword; 

he has bent and strung his bow; 

13 he has prepared his deadly weapons, 

making his arrows fiery shafts. 

* 4 Behold, the wicked man conceives 
evil, 

and is pregnant with mischief, 
and brings forth lies. 

15 He makes a pit, digging it out, 

and falls into the hole which he has 
made. 

16 His mischief returns upon his own 

head, 

and on his own pate his violence 
descends. 

17 I will give to the Lord the thanks due 

to his righteousness, 
and I will sing praise to the name 
of the Lord, the Most High. 

To the choirmaster: according to The 
Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

8 0 Lord, out Lord, 

how majestic is thy name in all the 
earth! 

Thou whose glory above the heavens 
is chanted 

2 by the mouth of babes and in¬ 
fants, 

thou hast founded a bulwark because 
of thy foes, 

to still the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at thy heavens, the work 
of thy fingers, 

the moon and the stars which thou 
hast established; 
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4 what is man that thou art mindful of 
him, 

and the son of man that thou dost 
care for him? 

$ Yet thou hast made him little less 
than God, 

and dost crown him with glory and 
honour, 

• Thou hast given him dominion over 
the works of thy hands; 

thou hast put all tilings under Ills 
feet, 

7 all sheep and oxen, 

and also the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the 

sea, 

whatever passes along the paths of 
the sea. 


Aian's honour 

8 and he judges the world with right¬ 

eousness, 

he judges the peoples with equity, 

9 The Lord is a stronghold for the 

oppressed, 

a stronghold in times of trouble. 

10 And those who know thy name put 

their trust in thee, 
for thou, O Lord, hast not forsaken 
those who seek thee. 

11 Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells 

in Zion! 

Tell among the peoples his deeds! 

12 For he who avenges blood is mindful 

of them; 

he does not forget the cry of the 
alliicted. 


9 O Lord, out Lord, 

how majestic is thy name in all the 
earth! 


To the choirmaster: according to 
Muth-labben. A Psalm of David. 

9 1 will give thanks to the Lord with 

my wnole heart; 

I will tell of all thy wonderful 
deeds. 

2 I will be glad and exult in thee, 

I will sing praise to thy name, O 
Most High. 

3 When my enemies turned back, 
they stumbled and perished before 
thee. 

4 For thou hast maintained my just 
cause; 

thou hast sat on the throne giving 
righteous judgment. 

3 Thou hast rebuked the nations, thou 
hast destroyed the wicked; 
thou hast blotted out their name 
for ever and ever. 

6 The enemy have vanished in ever¬ 
lasting ruins; 

their cities thou hast rooted out; 
the very memory of them has per¬ 
ished. 


^ Be gracious to me, O Lord! 

Behold what I suffer from those 
who hate me, 

O thou who liftest me up from the 
gates of death, 

* 4 that I may recount all thy praises, 
that in the gates of the daughter of 
Zion 

I may rejoice in thy deliverance. 

15 The nations have sunk in the pit 

which they made; 
in the net which they hid has their 
own foot been caught. 

16 The Lord has made himself known, 

he has executed judgment; 
the wicked are snared in the work 
of their own hands. 

Higgaion. Selah 

17 The wicked shall depart to Sheol, 

all the nations that forget God. 

18 For the needy shall not always be 

forgotten, 

and the hope of the poor shall not 
perish for ever. 

19 Arise, O Lord! Let not man prevail; 

let the nations be judged before thee l 

20 Put them in fear, O Lord! 

Let the nations know that they are 
but men! Selah 


7 But the Lord sits enthroned for *| A Why dost thou stand afar off, 
ever, 1V O Lord? 

he has established his throne for Why dost thou hide thyself in tunes 
judgment; of trouble? 

8.4-8: Job 7.17-18; P« 144.3; Heb 2.6-8. 8.6: 1 Cor 15.27; Eph 1.22. 9.6: Act« 17.31. 
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2 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the hapless commits himself to thee; 
the poor; thou hast been the helper of the 

let them be caught in the schemes fatherless, 

which they have devised. 


9 For the wicked boasts of the desires 
of his heart, 

and the man greedy for gain curses 
and renounces the Lord. 

4 In the pride of his countenance the 

wicked does not seek him; 
all his thoughts are, “There is no 
God/* 

5 His ways prosper at all times; 

thy judgments are on high, out of 
his sight; 

as for all his foes, he puffs at them. 

$ He thinks in his heart, “I shall not be 
moved; 

throughout all generations I shall 
not meet adversity.” 

* His mouth is filled with cursing and 
deceit and oppression; 
under his tongue are mischief and 
iniquity. 

®He sits in ambush in the villages; 
in hiding places he murders the 
innocent. 

His eyes stealthily watch for the hap¬ 
less, 

® he lurks in secret like a lion in his 
covert; 

he lurks that he may seize the poor, 
he seizes the poor when he draws 
him into his net. 

•t°The hapless is crushed, sinks down, 
and falls by his might. 

M He thinks in his heart, “God has 
forgotten, 

he has hidden his face, he will 
never see it.” 

Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up thy 
hand; 

forget not the afflicted. 

19 Why does the wicked renounce God, 
and say in his heart, “Thou wilt 
not call to account”? 

14 Thou dost see; yea, thou dost note 
trouble and vexation, 
that thou mayst take it into thy 
hands; 

*Gk Syr Jerome Tg: Hcb fie* to your mountain , O bird 

10.7: Rom 3.14. 


15 Break thou the arm of the wicked and 
evildoer; 

seek out his wickedness till thou 
find none. 

The Lord is king for ever and ever; 
the nations shall perish from his 
land. 

O Lord, thou wilt hear the desire of 
the meek; 

thou wilt strengthen their heart, 
thou wilt incline thy ear 
18 to do justice to the fatherless and the 
oppressed, 

so that man who is of the earth 
may strike terror no more. 

To the choirmaster. Of David. 

U ln the Lord I take refuge; 
how can you say to me, 

“Flee like a bird to the mountains;* 
2 for lo, the wicked bend the bow, 
they have fitted their arrow to the 
string, 

to shoot in the dark at the upright 
in heart; 

9 if the foundations are destroyed, 
what can the righteous do”? 

4 The Lord is in his holy temple, 
the Lord’s throne is in heaven; 
his eyes behold, his eyelids test, 
the children of men. 

5 The Lord tests the righteous and the 
wicked, 

and his soul hates him that loves 
violence. 

6 On the wicked he will rain coals of 
fire and brimstone; 
a scorching wind shall be the 
portion of their cup. 

2 For the Lord is righteous, he loves 
righteous deeds; 
the upright shall behold his face. 


To the choirmaster: according to 
The Sheminith. A Psalm of David. 

■f ^ Help, Lord; for there is no 
X-A# longer any that is godly; 
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for the faithful have vanished from my heart shall rejoice in thy salva- 

among the sons of men, tion. 

2 Every one utters lies to his neighbour; $ j will sing to the Lord, 

with flattering Ups and a double because he has dealt bountifully 

heart they speak. with me. 

3 May the Lord cut off all flattering 

Ups, To the choirmaster. Of David, 

the tongue that makes great boasts, 

4 those who say, “With our tongue we 1 A The fool says in his heart, 

will prevail, XT’ “There is no God.** 

our Ups are with us; who is our They are corrupt, they do abomi- 

master?” nable deeds. 


5 “Because the poor are despoiled, be¬ 
cause the needy groan, 

I wiU now arise,” says the Lord ; 
“I wiU place him in the safety for 
which he longs.” 

<& The promises of the Lord are 
promises that are pure, 
silver refined in a furnace on the 
ground, 

purified seven times. 

1 Do thou, O Lord, protect us, 

guard us ever from this genera¬ 
tion. 

* On every side the wicked prowl, 
as vileness is exalted among the 
sons of men. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

B How long, O Lord? Wilt thou 
forget me for ever? 

How long wilt thou hide thy face 
from me? 

2 How long must I bear pain* - in my 
soul, 

and have sorrow in my heart all the 
day? 

How long shall my enemy be exalted 
over me? 

3 Consider and answer me, O Lord 
my God; 

Hghten my eyes, lest I sleep the 
sleep of death; 

♦ lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed 
over him”; 

lest my foes rejoice because I am 
shaken. 

5 But I have trusted in thy steadfast 
love; 

S Syr: Hcb hold counsels 

14.1-3: Rom 3.10-12. 14.1-7: Ps 53.1-6. 


there is none that docs good. 

2 The Lord looks down from heaven 

upon the children of men, 
to see if there are any that act wisely, 
that seek after God. 

3 They have all gone astray, they are 

all alike corrupt; 
there is none that does good, 
no, not one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, aU the evil¬ 

doers 

who eat up my people as they eat 
bread, 

and do not call upon the Lord? 

5 There they shall be in great terror, 

for God is with the generation of 
the righteous. 

6 You would confound the plans of the 

poor, 

but the Lord is his refuge. 

7 0 that deliverance for Israel would 
come out of Zion! 

When the Lord restores the for¬ 
tunes of his people, 

Jacob shall rejoice, Israel shall be 
glad. 


A Psalm of David. 

Iff O Lord, who shall sojourn in 
X«J thy tent? 

Who shall dwell on thy holy hill? 

2 He who walks blamelessly, and does 

what is right, 

and speaks truth from his heart; 

3 who does not slander with his tongue, 

and does no evil to his friend. 



“A goodly heritage ” 479 

nor takes up a reproach against his 
neighbour; 

* in whose eyes a reprobate is despised, 

but who honours those who fear 
the Lord; 

who swears to his own hurt and does 
not change; 

* who does not put out his money at 

interest, 

and does not take a bribe against 
the innocent. 

He who does these things shall never 
be moved. 


A Miktam of David. 

if Preserve me, O God, for in thee 
IU I take refuge. 

2 I say to the Lord, “Thou art my 

Lord; 

I have no good apart from thee.”? 

3 As for the saints in the land, they are 

the noble, 

in whom is all my delight. 

< Those who choose another god mul¬ 
tiply their sorrows ; h 
their libations of blood I will not 
pour out 

or take their names upon my lips. 

5 The Lord is my chosen portion and 
my cup; 

thou holdest my lot. 

•The lines have fallen for me in 
pleasant places; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 1 bless the Lord who gives me 
counsel; 

in the night also my heart instructs 
me. 

• I keep the Lord always before me; 
because he is at my right hand, 

I shall not be moved. 

•Therefore my heart is glad, and my 
soul rejoices: 

my body also dwells secure, 
ft For thou dost not give me up to 
Sheol, 

or let thy godly one see the Pit. 
Thou dost show me the path of life; 

? Jerome Tg: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
l&S-lli Acta 2L25-28,31. 19.10: Act* 13.35. 
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in thy presence there is fullness of 
joy, 

in thy right hand are pleasures for 
evermore. 


A Prayer of David. 

•j Hear a just cause, O Lord; 

A / attend to my cry! 

Give ear to my prayer from lips free 
of deceit! 

2 From thee let my vindication come! 

Let thy eyes see the right! 

3 If thou triest my heart, if thou visitest 

me by night, 

if thou testest me, thou wilt find 
no wickedness in me; 
my mouth does not transgress. 

4 With regard to the works of men, 

by the word of thy lips 
I have avoided the ways of the 
violent. 

5 My steps have held fast to thy paths, 

my feet have not slipped. 

• I call upon thee, for thou wilt answer 

me, O God; 

incline thy ear to me, hear my 
words. 

7 Wondrously show thy steadfast love, 

O saviour of those who seek refuge 
from their adversaries at thy right 
hand. 

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye; 

hide me in the shadow of thy 
wings, 

9 from the wicked who despoil me, 

my deadly enemies who surround 
me. 

10 They close their hearts to pity; 

with their mouths they speak ar¬ 
rogantly. 

18 They track me down; now they sur¬ 
round me; 

they set their eyes to cast me to the 
ground. 

82 They are like a lion eager to tear, 

as a young Hon lurking in ambush. 

83 Arise, O Lord! confront them, over¬ 

throw them! 

Deliver my life from the wicked by 
thy sword, 

* Ca: The m ea nin g of the Hebrew Is uncertain 
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14 from men by thy hand, O Lord, 

from men whose portion in life is 
of the world. 

May their belly be filled with what 
thou hast stored up for them; 
may their children have more than 
enough; 

may they leave something over to 
their babes. 

15 As for me, I shall behold thy face in 

righteousness; 

when I awake, I shall be satisfied 
with beholding thy form. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David 
the servant of the Lord, who addressed 
the words of this song to the Lord on 
the day when the Lord delivered him 
from the hand of all his enemies, and 
from the hand of Saul. He said: 

1 O I love thee, O Lord, my 
AO strength. 

2 The Lord is my rock, and my 

fortress, and my deliverer, 
my God, my rock, in whom I take 
refuge, 

my shield, and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold. 

3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy 

to be praised, 

and I am saved from my enemies. 

4 The cords of death encompassed me, 

the torrents of perdition assailed 
me; 

3 the cords of Sheol entangled me, 
the snares of death confronted me. 

6 In my distress I called upon the Lord ; 
to my God I cried for help. 

From his temple he heard my voice, 
and my cry to him reached his ears. 

^Then the earth reeled and rocked; 
the foundations also of the moun¬ 
tains trembled 

and quaked, because he was angry. 

8 Smoke went up from his nostrils, 

and devouring fire from his mouth; 
glowing coals flamed forth from 
him. 

9 He bowed the heavens, and came 

down; 

thick darkness was under his feet. 
He rode on a cherub, and flew; 

18.1-50: 2 Sam 22.2-51. 


“ The Lord is my rock ” 
he came swiftly upon the wings of 
the wind. 

11 He made darkness his covering 

around him, 

his canopy thick clouds dark with 
water. 

12 Out of the brightness before him 

there broke through his clouds 
hailstones and coals of fire. 

13 The Lord also thundered in the 

heavens, 

and the Most High uttered his 
voice, 

hailstones and coals of fire. 

14 And he sent out his arrows, and 

scattered them; 

he flashed forth lightnings, and 
routed them. 

15 Then the channels of the sea were 

seen, 

and the foundations of the world 
were laid bare, 
at thy rebuke, O Lord, 

at the blast of the breath of thy 
nostrils. 

16 He reached from on high, he took me, 

he drew me out of many waters. 

17 He delivered me from my strong 

enemy, 

and from those who hated me; 
for they were too mighty for me, 

18 They came upon me in the day of my 

calamity; 

but the Lord was my stay. 

19 He brought me forth into a broad 

place; 

he delivered me, because he de¬ 
lighted in me. 

20 The Lord rewarded me according to 

my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my 
hands he recompensed me. 

21 For I have kept the ways of the Lord, 

and have not wickedly departed 
from my God. 

22 For all his ordinances were before 

me, 

and his statutes I did not put away 
from me. 

23 I was blameless before him, 

and I kept myself from guilt. 

24 Therefore the Lord has recompensed 

me according to my righteous¬ 
ness, 

according to the cleanness of my 
hands in his sight. 
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25 With the loyal thou dost show thy¬ 

self loyal; 

with the blameless man thou dost 
show thyself blameless; 

26 with the pure thou dost show thyself 

pure; 

and with the crooked thou dost 
show thyself perverse, 

22 For thou dost deliver a humble peo¬ 
ple; 

but the haughty eyes thou dost 
bring down. 

2* Yea, thou dost light my lamp; 

the Lord my God lightens my 
darkness, 

29 Yea. by thee I can crush a troop; 
and by my God I can leap over a 
wall. 

39 This God—his way is perfect; 

the promise of the Lord proves 
true; 

he is a shield for all those who take 
refuge in him. 

3* For who is God, but the Lord? 

And who is a rock, except our 
God?— 

32 the God who girded me with 

strength, 

and made my way sale. 

33 He made my feet like hinds’ feet, 

and set me secure on the heights. 

34 He trains my hands for war, 

so that my arms can bend a bow 
of bronze. 

35 Thou hast given me the shield of thy 

salvation, 

and thy right hand supported me, 
and thy help* made me great. 

36 Thou didst give a wide place for my 

steps under me, 
and my feet did not slip. 

37 I pursued my enemies and overtook 

them; 

and did not turn back till they 
were consumed. 

38 I thrust them through, so that they 

were not able to rise; 
they fell under my feet, 

39 For thou didst gird me with strength 

for the battle; 

thou didst make my assailants sink 
under me. 

40 Thou didst make my enemies turn 

their backs to me, 
and those who hated me I de¬ 
stroyed. 

* Or gentleness i Gk Tg: Heb people 
18.49: Rom 15.9. 


41 They cried for help, but there was 

none to save, 

they cried to the Lord, but he did 
not answer them. 

42 I beat them fine as dust before the 

wind; 

I cast them out like the mire of the 
streets. 

43 Thou didst deliver me from strife 

with the peoples 

thou didst make me the head of the 
nations; 

people whom 1 had not known 
served me. 

44 As soon as they heard of me they 

obeyed me; 

foreigners came cringing to me. 

45 Foreigners lost heart, 

and came trembling out of their 

fastnesses. 

46 The Lord lives; and blessed be my 

rock, 

and exalted be the God of my 
salvation, 

47 the God who gave me vengeance 

and subdued peoples under me; 

48 who delivered me from my enemies; 

yea, thou didst exalt me above my 
adversaries; 

thou didst deliver me from men of 
violence. 

49 For this I will extol thee, O Lord, 

among the nations, 
and sing praises to thy name. 

50 Great triumphs he gives to his 

king, 

and shows steadfast love to his 
anointed, 

to David and his descendants for 
ever. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

1Q The heavens are telling the glory 
of God; 

and the firmament proclaims his 
handiwork. 

2 Day to day pours forth speech, 

and night to night declares knowl- 
. cd *? e * 

3 There is no speech, nor are there 

words; 

their voice is not heard; 
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4 yet their voice* goes out through all 

the earth, 

and their words to the end of the 
world. 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

5 which comes forth like a bridegroom 

leaving his chamber, 
and like a strong man runs its 
course with joy. 

6 Its rising is from the end of the 

heavens, 

and its circuit to the end of them; 
and there is nothing hid from its 
heat. 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 

reviving the soul; 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, 
making wise the simple; 

8 the precepts of the Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart; 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes; 

9 the fear of the Lord is clean, 

enduring for ever; 

the ordinances of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

even much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey 

and drippings of the honeycomb. 

11 Moreover by them is thy servant 

warned; 

in keeping them there is great 
reward. 

12 But who can discern his errors? 

Clear thou me from hidden faults. 

13 Keep back thy servant also from pre¬ 

sumptuous sins; 

let them not have dominion over 
me! 

Then I shall be blameless, 

and innocent of great transgression. 

14 Let the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in thy sight, 

O Lord, my rock and my re¬ 
deemer. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

The Lord answer you in the day 
of trouble! 


Praise for deliverance 
The name of the God of Jacob 
protect you! 

2 May he send you help from the 

sanctuary, 

and give you support from Zion! 

3 May he remember all your offerings, 

and regard with favour your burnt 
sacrifices! Selah 

4 May he grant you your heart’s desire, 

and fulfil all your plans! 

5 May we shout for joy over your 

victory, 

and in the name of our God set up 
our banners! 

May the Lord fulfil all your peti¬ 
tions ! 

6 Now I know that the Lord will help 

his anointed; 

he will answer him from his holy 
heaven 

with mighty victories by his right 
hand. 

7 Some boast of chariots, and some of 

horses; 

but we boast of the name of the 
Lord our God. 

8 They will collapse and fall; 

but we shall rise and stand upright. 

9 Give victory to the king, O Lord; 

answer us when we call. 2 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

In thy strength the king re- 
joices, O Lord; 

and in thy help how greatly he 
exults! 

2 Thou hast given him his heart’s 

desire, 

and hast not withheld the request 
of his lips. Selah 

3 For thou dost meet him with goodly 

blessings; 

thou dost set a crown of fine gold 
upon his head. 

4 He asked life of thee; thou gavest it 

to him, 

length of days for ever and ever. 

5 His glory is great through thy help; 

splendour and majesty thou dost 
bestow upon him. 

6 Yea, thou dost make him most 

blessed for ever; 


* Gk Jerome Compare Syr: Heb line 1 Gk: Heb give trictory, O Loro, let the King answer 
19.4: Rom 10.18. 
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thou dost make him glad with the 
joy of thy presence. 

7 For the king trusts in the Lord; 

and through the steadfast love of 
the Most High he shall not be 
moved. 

3 Your hand will find out all your 
enemies; 

your right hand will find out those 
who hate you. 

® You will make them as a blazing oven 
when you appear. 

The Lord will swallow them up in his 
wrath; 

and fire will consume them. 

You will destroy their offspring from 
the earth, 

and their children from among the 
sons of men. 

If they plan evil against you, 

if they devise mischief, they will 
not succeed. 

12 For you will put them to flight; 

you will aim at their faces with 
your bows. 

13 Be exalted, O Lord, in thy strength! 

We will sing and praise thy power. 


To the choirmaster: according to The 

Hind of the Dawn. A Psalm of David.. 

My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me? 

Why art thou so far from helping 
me, from the words of my groan¬ 
ing? 

* O my God, I cry by day, but thou 
dost not answer; 

and by night, but find no rest. 

3 Yet thou art holy, 

enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

4 In thee our fathers trusted; 

they trusted, and thou didst deliver 
them. 

3 To thee they cried, and were saved; 

in thee they trusted, and were not 
disappointed. 

4 But I am a worm, and no man; 

scorned by men, and despised by 

the people. 

7 All who see me mock at me. 


PSALMS 22 

they make mouths at me, they wag 
their heads; 

8 “He committed his cause to the 

Lord; let him deliver him, 
let him rescue him, for he delight# 
in him!” 

9 Yet thou art he who took me from the 

womb; 

thou didst keep me safe upon my 
mother’s breasts. 

10 Upon thee was I cast from my birth, 

and since my mother bore me thou 
hast been my God. 

11 Be not far from me, 

for trouble is near 
and there is none to help, 

12 Many bulls encompass me, 

strong bulls of Bashan surround 
me; 

13 they open wide their mouths at me* 

like a ravening and roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, 

and all my bones are out of joint? 
my heart is like wax, 

it is melted within my breast; 

* 4 5 * 7 my strength is dried up like a pot¬ 
sherd, 

and my tongue cleaves to my jaws: 
thou dost lay me in the dust of 
death. 

16 Yea, dogs are round about me; 

a company of evildoers encircle 
me; 

they have pierced 0 * my hands and 
feet— 

87 I can count all my bones— 
they stare and gloat over me; 
i8 they divide my garments among them* 
and for my raiment they cast lot#. 

But thou, O Lord, be not far off! 

O thou my help, hasten to my aid! 
20 Deliver my soul from the sword, 

my life 0 from the power of the dog! 
28 Save me from the mouth of the lion, 
my afflicted soul 9 from the horns ok 
the wild oxen! 

22 1 will tell of thy name to my brethren? 
in the midst of the congregation I 
will praise thee: 

23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! 



91 Gk Syr Jerome: Heb like a Hon n Heb my only one 0 Gk Syr: Heb thou kasi aemstrtd mg 
*2.1: Mt 27.46; Mk 15.34. 22.7-8: Mt 27.39, 43; Mk 15.29; Lk 23.35. 

22.18< Mi 27.35; Mk 15.24; Lk 23.34; Ja 19.24. 22.22; Heb 2.12. 
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all you sons of Jacob, glorify him, 
and stand in awe of him, all you 
sons of Israel! 

2* For he has not despised or abhorred 
the affliction of the afflicted; 
and he has not hid his face from him, 
but has heard, when he cried to 
him. 

25 From thee comes my praise in the 

great congregation; 
my vows I will pay before those 
who fear him. 

26 The afflicted# shall eat and be satis¬ 

fied; 

those who seek him shall praise the 
Lord! 

May your hearts live for ever! 


“77ie Lord is my shepherd” 

I fear no evil; 
for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff, 
they comfort me. 

s Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
thou anointest my head with oil, 
my cup overflows. 

6 Surely w goodness and mercy 1 shall 
follow me 

all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord 
for ever.# 


A Psalm of David. 


27 All the ends of the earth shall re¬ 

member 

and turn to the Lord; 
and all the families of the nations 
shall worship before him.« 

28 For dominion belongs to the Lord, 

and he rules over the nations.. 

29 Yea, to him r shall all the proud of 

the earth bow down; 
before him shall bow all who go 
down to the dust, 
and he who cannot keep himself 
alive. 

30 Posterity shall serve him; 

men shall tell of the Lord to the 
coming generation, 

31 and proclaim his deliverance to a 

people yet unborn, 
that he has wrought it, 


A Psalm of David. 


23 


The Lord is my shepherd, I 
shall not want; 

he makes me lie down in green pas¬ 


tures. 

He leads me beside still waters;* 

3 he restores my soul.* 

He leads me in paths of righteous¬ 
ness" 

for his name*s sake. 


4 Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, v 


0 A eart h 1S the Lord’s and the 

**ur fullness thereof, 

the world and those who dwell 
therein; 

2 for he has founded it upon the seas, 
and established it upon the rivers. 


3 Who shall ascend the hill of the 
Lord? 

And who shall stand in his holy 
place? 

** He who has clean hands and a pure 
heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to 
what is false, 

and does not swear deceitfully, 

5 He will receive blessing from the 

Lord, 

and vindication from the God of 
his salvation. 

6 Such is the generation of those who 

seek him, 

who seek the face of the God of 
Jacob. * Selah 


7 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
that the King of glory may come in. 

8 Who is the King of glory? 

The Lord, strong and mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle! 

9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

and be lifted up,® O ancient doors! 
that the King of glory may come 
in. 

10 Who is this King of glory? 


# Or poor * Gk Syr Jerome: Heb thee r Cn: Heb they have eaten and * Heb the waters of rest 

* Or life * Or right paths 0 Or the valley of deep darkness v Or Only x Or kindness 
V Or as long as I live * Gk Syr: Heb thy face , O Jacob 

° Gk Syr Jerome Tg Compare verse 7: Heb lift up 
2&2: Rev 7.17. 24.li 1 Cor 10.26. 24.4: Mt 5.8. 



^ Teach me thy paths” 485 

The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory! Selah 


A Psalm of David. 

r To thee, O Lord, I lift up my 

,4*0 soul. 

2 O my God, in thee 1 trust, 
let me not be pu! to shame; 
let noi my enemies exult over me. 

5 Yea, lei none that wait for thee be 
put to shame; 

let them be ashamed who are 
wantonly treacherous. 

4 Make me to know thy ways, O Lord; 

teach me thy paths. 

5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me, 

for thou art the God of my salva¬ 
tion ; 

for thee I wait all the day long. 

<5 Be mindful of thy mercy, O Lord, 
and of thy steadfast love, 
for they have been from of old. 

7 Remember not the sins of my youth, 
or my transgressions; 
according to thy steadfast love re¬ 
member me, 

for thy goodness* sake, O Lord I 

® Good and upright is the Lord ; 

therefore he instructs sinners in the 
way. 

9 He leads the humble in what is right, 
and teaches the humble his way. 

110 All the paths of the Lord are stead¬ 
fast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant 
and his testimonies. 

M For thy name’s sake, O Lord, 
pardon my guilt, for it is great. 

12 Who is the man that fears the Lord? 
Him will he instruct in the way 
that he should choose. 

S3 He himself shall abide in prosperity, 
and his children shall possess the 
land. 

14 The friendship of the Lord is for 
those who fear him, 
and he makes known to them his 
covenant. 

My eyes are ever toward the Lord, 
for he will pluck my feet out of the 
net. 

* Or The troubles of my heart art enlarged; bring me 


PSALMS 26 

16 Turn thou to me, and be gracious to 

me; 

for I am lonely and afflicted. 

17 Relieve the troubles of my heart, 

and bring me ft out of my distresses, 
l® Consider my affliction and my 
trouble, 

and forgive all my sins. 

i y Consider how many are my foes, 
and with what violent hatred they 
hate me. 

20 Oh guard my life, and deliver me; 

lei me not be put to shame, for I 
take refuge in thee.. 

21 May integrity and uprightness pre¬ 

serve me, 

for I wait for thee. 

22 Redeem Israel, O God, 

out of all his troubles. 


A Psalm of David. 

Vindicate me, O Lord, 
for I have walked in my integrity, 
and I have trusted in the Lord 
without wavering. 

7 Prove me, O Lord, and try me; 
test my heart and my mind. 

3 For thy steadfast love is before my 

eyes, 

and I walk in faithfulness to thee.® 

4 I do not sit with false men, 

nor do I consort with dissemblers; 

5 I hate the company of evildoers, 

and I will not sit with the wicked. 

6 I wash my hands in innocence, 

and go about thy altar, O Lord, 

7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, 

and telling all thy wondrous deeds. 

8 O Lord, I love the habitation of thy 

house, 

and the place where thy glory 
dwells. 

9 Sweep me not away with sinners, 

nor my life with bloodthirsty men, 
10 men in whose hands are evil devices, 
and whose right hands are full of 
bribes. 

But as for me, I walk in my integrity; 
redeem me, and be gracious to me. 
12 My foot stands on level ground; 

Or in thy faithfulness 



PSALMS 26 486 “My light and my salvation 


in the great congregation I will 
bless the Lord. 


A Psalm of David. 

The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold^ of my 
life; 

of whom shall I be afraid? 

2 When evildoers assail me, 

uttering slanders against me,* 
my adversaries and foes, 
they shall stumble and fall. 


11 Teach me thy way, O Lord; 

and lead me on a level path 
because of my enemies. 

12 Give me not up to the will of my ad¬ 

versaries ; 

for false witnesses have risen 
against me, 

and they breathe out violence. 

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness 

of the Lord 

in the land of the living! 

14 Wait for the Lord; 

be strong, and let your heart take 
courage; 

yea, wait for the LordI 


3 Though a host encamp against me, 

my heart shall not fear ; 
though war arise against me, 

yet I will be confident.. 

4 One thing have I asked of the Lord, 

that will I seek after; 
that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord 

all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, 

and to inquire in his temple. 

5 For he will hide me in his shelter in 

the day of trouble; 
he will conceal me under the cover of 
his tent, 

he will set me high upon a rock. 

6 And now my head shall be lifted up 

above my enemies round about me; 
and I will offer in his tent 

sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the 
Lord. 

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, 

be gracious to me and answer me! 

•Thou hast said, “Seek ye my face.” 

My heart says to thee, 

“Thy face. Lord, do I seek.” 

9 Hide not thy face from me. 


A Psalm of David. 

To thee, O Lord, I call; 

JJO my rock, be not deaf to me, 
lest, if thou be silent to me, 

I become like those who go down 
to the Pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my supplication, 

as I cry to thee for help, 
as 1 lift up my hands 

toward thy most holy sanctuary/ 

3 Take me not off with the wicked, 

with those who are workers of 
evil, 

who speak peace with their neigh¬ 
bours, 

while mischief is in their hearts. 

4 Requite them according to their 

work, 

and according to the evil of their 
deeds; 

requite them according to the work 
of their hands; 

render them their due reward. 

5 Because they do not regard the works 

of the Lord, 

or die work of his hands, 
he will break them down and build 
them up no more. 

6 Blessed be the Lord! 


Turn not thy servant away in anger, 
thou who hast been my help. 

Cast me not off, forsake me not, 

O God of my salvation! 
io For my father and my mother have 
forsaken me, 

but the Lord will take me up. 


--- U 

Of rtfugt • Heb to eat up my flesh f Heb thy innermost sanctuary 


**vo*u uiv vuitc hi y 

supplications. 

7 The Lord is my strength and my 
shield; 

in him my heart trusts; 
so I am helped, and my heart exults, 
and with my song I give rhanirq to 
him. 
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8 The Lord is the strength of his 

people, 

he is the saving refuge of his 
anointed. 

9 0 save thy people, and bless thy 

heritage; 

be thou their shepherd, and carry 
them for ever. 


A Psalm of David. 

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly 
beings/' 

ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his 
name; 

worship the Lord in holy array. 

5 The voice of the Lord is upon die 
waters; 

the God of glory thunders, 
the Lord, upon many waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is power¬ 

ful, 

the voice of the Lord is full of 
majesty. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the 

cedars, 

the Lord breaks the cedars of 
Lebanon. 

*He makes Lebanon to skip like a 
calf, 

and Sirion like a young wild ox, 

7 The voice of the Lord flashes forth 
flames of fire. 

*The voice of the Lord shakes the 
wilderness, 

the Lord shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh. 

9 The voice of the Lord makes the 

oaks to whirl,* 
and strips the forests bare; 
and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 

10 The Lord sits enthroned over the 

flood; 

the Lord sits enthroned as king 
for ever. 

11 May the Lord give strength to his 

people! 

May the Lord bless his people 
with peace! 


PSALMS 31 

A Psalm of David. A Song at the 
dedication of the Temple. 

I will extol thee, O Lord, for 
JV thou hast drawn me up, 

and hast not let my foes reioice 
over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried to thee for 

help, 

and thou hast healed me. 

3 O Lord, thou hast brought up my 

soul from Sheol, 

restored me to life from among 
those gone down to the Pit. 4 

4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his 

saints, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 

5 For his anger is but for a moment, 

and his favour is for a lifetime. 

W ecping may tarry for the night, 
but joy comes with the morning. 

6 As for me, I said in my prosperity, 

“I shall never be moved.” 

7 By thy favour, O Lord, 

thou hadst established me as a 
strong mountain; 
thou didst hide thy face, 

I was dismayed. 

8 To thee, O Lord, I cried; 

and to the Lord I made supplica¬ 
tion: 

9 “What profit is there in my death, 

if 1 go down to the Pit? 

Will the dust praise thee? 

Will it tell of thy faithfulness? 

10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to 

me! 

O Lord, be thou my helper!” 

11 Thou hast turned for me my mourn¬ 

ing into dancing; 
thou hast loosed my sackcloth 
and girded me with gladness, 

12 that my souP may praise thee and not 

be silent. 

O Lord my God, I will give thanks 
to thee for ever. 


To the choirmaster, A Psalm of David. 

21 In thee, O Lord, do I seek 
dl refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; 


f Hcb sons of gods * Or makes the hinds to calve 4 Or that / should not go down to the Pit 
* Hcb that glory 
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in thy righteousness deliver me! 

2 Incline thy ear to me, 

rescue me speedily! 

Be thou a rock of refuge for me, 
a strong fortress to save me! 

3 Yea, thou art my rock and my for¬ 

tress ; 

for thy name’s sake lead me and 
guide me, 

4 take me out of the net which is hidden 

for me, 

for thou art my refuge. 

5 Into thy hand I commit my spirit; 

thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, 
faithful God. 

4 Thou hatest* those who pay regard 
to vain idols; 
but I trust in the Lord. 

1 1 will rejoice and be glad for thy 
steadfast love, 

because thou hast seen my afflic¬ 
tion, 

thou hast taken heed of my ad¬ 
versities, 

• and hast not delivered me into the 

hand of the enemy; 
thou hast set my feet in a broad 
place. 

* Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am 

in distress; 

my eye is wasted from grief, 
my soul and my body also. 

10 For my life is spent with sorrow, 
and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my 
misery#* 

and my bones waste away. 

u I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
a horror m to my neighbours, 
an object of dread to my acquaint- 



from me. 


12 I have passed out of mind like one 

who is dead; 

I have become like a broken vessel. 

13 Yea, I hear the whispering of many— 

terror on every side!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
as they plot to take my life. 

14 But I trust in thee, O Lord, 


488 “Afy times are in thy hand ” 

I say, “Thou art my God.” 

15 My times are in thy hand; 
deliver me from the hand of my 

enemies and persecutors! 

1 6 Let thy face shine on thy servant; 
save me in thy steadfast love! 

17 Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, 
for I call on thee; 

let the wicked be put to shame, 
let them go dumbfounded to 
Sheol. 

Let the lying lips be dumb, 

which speak insolently against the 
righteous 

in pride and contempt. 

1 9 O how abundant is thy goodness, 
which thou hast laid up for those 

who fear thee, 

and wrought for those who take 
refuge in thee, 

in the sight of the sons of men! 

20 In the covert of thy presence thou 
hidest them 

from the plots of men; 
thou holdcst them safe under thy 
shelter 

from the strife of tongues. 

21 Blessed be the Lord, 
for he has wondrously shown his 

steadfast love to me 
when I was beset as in a besieged 
city. 

22 I had said in my alarm, 

“I am driven far n from thy sight.” 

But thou didst hear my supplica¬ 
tions, 

when I cried to thee for help. 

23 Love the Lord, all you his saints! 
The Lord preserves the faithful, 
but abundantly requites him who 

acts haughtily. 

24 Be strong, and let your heart take 
courage, 

all you who wait for the Lord I 


A Psalm of David. A Maskit 

^ Blessed is he whose transgres- 
OjL sion is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. 

2 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
imputes no iniquity. 


* With one Heb Ms Gk Syr Jerome: Heb I hate t Gk Syr: Hcb iniquity m Cn: Heb exceedingly 

* Another reading it cut off 

I14t Lk 23.46. JI.13i Jer 6.23; 20.3, 10; 46.5; 49.29. 32.1-2i Rom 4.7-8. 
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and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 5 He loves righteousness and justice; 

the earth is full of the steadfast love 
3 When I declared not my sin, my body of the Lord. 


wasted away 

through my groaning all day long. 

4 For day and night thy hand was 

heavy upon me; 

my strength was dried up 0 as by 
the heat of summer. Sclah 

5 I acknowledged my sin to thee, 

and I did not hide my iniquity; 

5 said, “I will confess my transgres¬ 
sions to the Lord’"; 

then thou didst forgive the guilt of 
my sin. Selah 

6 Therefore let every one who is godly 

offer prayer to thee; 
at a time of distress,? in the rush of 
great waters, 

they shall not reach him. 

7 Thou art a hiding place for me, 

thou preservest me from trouble; 

thou dost encompass me with de¬ 
liverance. 9 Selah 

# I will instruct you and teach you 

the way you should go; 

I will counsel you with my eye 
upon you, 

* Be not like a horse or a mule, without 

understanding, 

which must be curbed with bit and 
bridle, 

else it will not keep with you. 

*0Many are the pangs of the wicked; 

but steadfast love surrounds him 
who trusts in the Lord. 

11 Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O 
righteous, 

and shout for joy, all you upright 
in heart! 

9*3 Rejoice in the Lord, O you 
righteous! 

Praise befits the upright. 

2 Praise the Lord with the lyre, 

make melody to him with the harp 
of ten strings! 

3 Sing to him a new song, 

play skilfully on the strings, with 
loud shouts. 


6 By the word of the Lord the heavens 

were made, 

and all their host by the breath of 
his mouth. 

7 He gathered the waters of the sea as 

in a bottle; 

he put the deeps in storehouses. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord, 

let all the inhabitants of the world 
stand in awe of him! 

9 For he spoke, and it came to be; 

he commanded, and it stood forth. 

10 The Lord brings the counsel of the 

nations to naught; 
he frustrates the plans of the 
peoples. 

M The counsel of the Lord stands for 
ever, 

the thoughts of his heart to all 
generations, 

12 Blessed is the nation whose God is 

the Lord, 

the people whom he has chosen as 
his heritage! 

13 The Lord looks down from heaven, 

he sees all the sons of men; 

14 from where he sits enthroned he looks 

forth 

on all the inhabitants of the earth, 

15 he who fashions the hearts of them 

all, 

and observes all their deeds. 

*6 A king is not saved by his great army; 
a warrior is not delivered by his 
great strength. 

17 The war horse is a vain hope for 

victory, 

and by its great might it cannot 
save. 

18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is on 

those who fear him, 
on those who hope in his steadfast 
love, 

19 that he may deliver their soul from 

death, 

and keep them alive in famine. 


4 For the word of the Lord is upright; 20 Our soul waits for the Lord; 
and all his work is done in faithful- he is our help and shield, 
ness. 21 Yea, our heart is glad in him, 

0 Hcb obscure P Co: Heb at a time of finding only ® Cn: Hcb shout} of deliverance 
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because we trust in his holy name. 
22 Let thy steadfast love, O Lord, be 
upon us, 

even as we hope in thee. 


A Psalm of David, when he feigned 
madness before Abimelech, so that he 
drove him out, and he went away, 

OA I will bless the Lord at all 
times; 

his praise shall continually be in 
my mouth. 

2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 

iet the afflicted hear and be glad. 

3 O magnify the Lord with me, 

and let us exalt his name together! 

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered 

me, 

and delivered me from all my 
fears. 

3 Look to him, and be radiant; 

so your r faces shall never be 
ashamed. 

6 This poor man cried, and the Lord 

heard him, 

and saved him out of all his 
troubles. 

7 The angci of the Lord encamps 

around those who fear him, and 
delivers them. 

8 O taste and see that the Lord is 

good! 

Happy is the man who takes refuge 
in him! 

9 O fear the Lord, you his saints, 

for those who fear him have no 
want! 

10 The young lions suffer want and 

hunger; 

but those who seek the Lord lack 
no good thing. 

11 Come, O sons, listen to me, 

I will teach you the fear of the 
Lord. 

12 What man is there who desires life, 

and covets many days, that he may 
enjoy good? 

13 Keep your tongue from evil, 

and your lips from speaking deceit. 

14 Depart from evil, and do good; 

seek peace, and pursue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the 

righteous, 

r Gk Syr Jerome: Heb their 34.8: ! Pet 2.3. 


**/ am your deliverance 9i 
and his ears toward their cry. 
w The face of the Lord is against evil¬ 
doers, 

to cut off the remembrance of them 
from the earth. 

* 7 When the righteous cry for help, 
the Lord hears, 

and delivers them out of all their 
troubles, 

is The Lord is near to the broken¬ 
hearted, 

and saves the crushed in spirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the right¬ 

eous ; 

but the Lord delivers him out of 
them all. 

20 He keeps all his bones; 

not one of them is broken. 

21 Evil shall slay the wicked; 

and those who hate the righteous 
will be condemned. 

22 The Lord redeems the life of his 

servants; 

none of those who take refuge in 
him will be condemned. 


A Psalm of David. 

Contend, O Lord, with those 
DO who contend with me; 

fight against those who fight 
against me! 

2 Take hold of shield and buckler, 

and rise for my help! 

3 Draw the spear and javelin 

against my pursuers! 

Say to my soul, 

“I am your deliverance!” 

4 Let them be put to shame and dis¬ 

honour 

who seek after my life! 

Let them be turned back and con¬ 
founded 

who devise evil against me! 

3 Let them be like chaff before the 
wind, 

with the angel of the Lord driving 
them on! 

6 Let their way be dark and slip¬ 
pery, 

with the angel of the Lord pur¬ 
suing them! 


7 For without cause they hid their net 
for me; 

34.12-16: 1 Pet 3,10-12. 
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Prayer for rescue 

without cause they dug a pit* for 
my life. 

8 Let ruin come upon them unawares! 
And let the net which they hid en¬ 
snare them; 

let them fall therein to ruin! 

9 Then my soul shall rejoice in the 

Lord, 

exulting in his deliverance. 

10 All my bones shall say, 

“O Lord, who is like thee, 
thou who deliverest the weak 

from him who is too strong for 
him, 

the weak and needy from him who 
despoils him?” 

** Malicious witnesses rise up; 

they ask me of things that I know 
not. 

12 They requite me evil for good; 

my soul is forlorn. 

13 But I, when they were sick— 

I wore sackcloth, 

1 afflicted myself with fasting. 

I prayed with head bowed ‘ on my 
bosom, 

14 as though I grieved for my friend 

or my brother; 

I went about as one who laments his 
mother, 

bowed down and in mourning. 

I s But at my stumbling they gathered in 
glee, 

they gathered together against me; 
cripples whom I knew not 
slandered me without ceasing; 

* 6 they impiously mocked more and 
more," 

gnashing at me with their teeth. 

How long, O Lord, wilt thou look 
on? 

Rescue me from their ravages, 
my life from the lions! 

18 Then I will thank thee in the great 
congregation; 

in the mighty throng I will praise 
thee. 

^ Let not those rejoice over me 
who are wrongfully my foes, 
and let not those wink the eye 
who hate me without cause. 


PSALMS 36 

20 For they do not speak peace, 

but against those who are quiet in 
the land 

they conceive words of deceit. 

21 They open w ide their mouths against 

me; 

they say, “Aha, Aha! 
our eyes have seen it!” 

22 Thou hast seen, O Lord; be not 

silent! 

O Lord, be not far from me! 

23 Bestir thyself, and awake for my 

right, 

for mv cause, my God and my 
Lord! 

24 Vindicate me, O Lord, my God, 

according to thy righteousness; 
and let them not rejoice over mel 

25 Let them not say to themselves, 

“Aha, we have our heart’s desire!” 
Let them not say, “We have swal¬ 
lowed him up.” 

26 Let them be put to shame and con¬ 

fusion altogether 
who rejoice at my calamity! 

Let them be clothed with shame and 
dishonour 

who magnify themselves against mel 

27 Let those who desire my vindication 

shout for joy and be glad, 
and say evermore, 

“Great is the Lord, 

who delights in the welfare of his 
servant!” 

28 Then my tongue shall tell of thy 

righteousness 

and of thy praise all the day long. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, 
the servant of the Lord. 

'2/Z Transgression speaks to the 
*/U wicked 

deep in his heart; 
there is no fear of God 
before his eyes. 

2 For he flatters himself in his own 

eyes 

that his iniquity cannot be found 
out and hated. 

3 The words of his mouth are mischief 

and deceit; 
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PSALMS 36 4<>2 “Fret not yourself 


he has ceased to act wisely and do 
good. 

* lie plots mischief while on hh bed; 
he sets himself in a way Lhai is not 
good; 

he spurns not evil. 

5 Thy steadfast love, O Lord, extends 

to the heavens, 

thy faithfulness to the clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness is like the moun¬ 

tains of God, 

thy judgments are like the great 
deep; 

man and beast thou savest, O 
Lord. 

7 How precious is thy steadfast love, 

O God! 

The children of men take refuge in 
the shadow of thy wings. 

8 They feast on the abundance of thy 

house, 

and thou givest them drink from 
the river of thy delights. 

9 For with thee is the fountain of life; 

in thy light do we see light. 

*° O continue thy steadfast love to those 
who know thee, 

and thy salvation to the upright of 
heart! 

11 Let not the foot of arrogance come 
upon me, 

nor the hand of the wicked drive 
me away. 

*2 There the evildoers lie prostrate, 
they are thrust down, unable to 
rise. 


A Psalm of David. 

OfJ Fret not yourself because of the 
J / wicked, 

be not envious of wrongdoers! 

2 For they will soon fade like the grass, 
and wither like the green herb. 

* Trust in the Lord, and do good; 
so you will dwell in the land, and 
enjoy security. 

« Take delight in the Lord, 

and he will give you the desires of 
your heart. 

5 Commit your way to the Lord; 
trust in him, and he will act. 

37.11: Mt 5.S. 


He will bring forth your vindication 
as the light, 

and your right as the noonday. 

Be still before the Lord, and wait 
patiently for him; 
fret not yourself over him who 
prospers in his way, 
over the man who carries out evil 
devices! 

B Refrain from anger, and forsake 
wrath 1 

Fret not yourself; it tends only to 
evil. 

g For the wicked shall be cut off; 

but those who wait for the Lord 
shall possess the land. 

0 Yet a little while, and the wicked will 
be no more; 

though you look well at his place, 
he will not be there. 

* But the meek shall possess the 
land, 

and delight themselves in abundant 
prosperity. 

12 The wicked plots against the right¬ 
eous, 

and gnashes his teeth at him; 

H but the Lord laughs at the wicked, 
for he sees that his day is coming. 

14 The wicked draw the sword and bend 

their bows, 

to bring down the poor and needy, 
to slay those who walk uprightly; 

15 their sword shall enter their own 

heart, 

and their bows shall be broken. 

16 Better is a little that the righteous has 

than the abundance of many 
wicked. 

17 For the arms of the wicked shall be 

broken; 

but the Lord upholds the right¬ 
eous. 

18 The Lord knows the days of the 

blameless, 

and their heritage will abide for 
ever; 

19 they are not put to shame in evil 

times, 

in the days of famine they have 
abundance. 
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au But the wicked perish; 

the enemies of the Lord are like 
the glory of the pastures, 
they vanish—like smoke they van¬ 
ish away. 

21 The wicked borrows, and cannot pay 

back, 

but the righteous is generous and 
gives; 

22 for those blessed by the Lord shall 

possess the land, 

but those cursed by him shall be 
cut off, 

23 The steps of a man are from the 

Lord, 

and he establishes him in whose 
way he delights; 

24 though he fall, he shall not be cast 

headlong, 

for the Lord is the stay of his hand. 

25 I have been young, and now am old; 

yet I have not seen the righteous 
forsaken 

or his children begging bread. 

26 He is ever giving liberally and lend¬ 

ing, 

and his children become a blessing, 

27 Depart from evil, and do good; 

so shall you abide for ever. 

28 For the Lord loves justice; 

he will not forsake his saints. 

The righteous shall be preserved for 
ever, 

but the children of the wicked shall 
be cut off. 

26 The righteous shall possess the land, 
and dwell upon it for ever. 

30 The mouth of the righteous utters 

wisdom, 

and his tongue speaks justice. 

31 The law of his God is in his heart; 

his steps do not slip. 

32 The wicked watches the righteous, 

and seeks to slay him. 

33 The Lord will not abandon him to 

his power, 

or let him be condemned when he 
is brought to trial. 

34 Wait for the Lord, and keep to his 

way, 

*Gk: Heb obscure w Gk Syr Jerome: Heb he 
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and he will exalt you to possess the 
land; 

you will look on the destruction of 
the wicked. 

35 I have seen a wicked man overbear¬ 

ing, 

and towering like a cedar of Leb¬ 
anon. r 

36 Again I w passed by, and, lo, he was 

no more; 

though I sought him, he could not 
be found. 

37 Mark the blameless man, and behold 

the upright, 

for there is posterity for the man 
of peace. 

38 But transgressors shall be altogether 

destroyed; 

the posterity of the wicked shall be 
cut off. 

36 The salvation of the righteous is from 
the Lord; 

he is their refuge in the time of 
trouble. 

40 The Lord helps them and delivers 
them; 

he delivers them from the wicked, 
and saves them, 

because they take refuge in him. 


A Psalm of David, for the memorial 
offering. 

90 O Lord, rebuke me not in thy 
anger, 

nor chasten me in thy wrath! 

2 For thy arrows have sunk into me, 

and thy hand has come down on 
me. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesh 

because of thy indignation; 
there is no health in my bones 
because of my sin. 

4 For my iniquities have gone over my 

head; 

they weigh like a burden too heavy 
for me. 

5 My wounds grow foul and fester 

because of my foolishness, 

61 am utterly bowed down and 
prostrate; 
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all the day I go about mourning. 

7 For my loins are filled with burning, 

and there is no soundness in my 
flesh. 

8 I am utterly spent and crushed; 

I groan because of the tumult of 
my heart. 

9 Lord, all my longing is known to thee, 

my sighing is not hidden from thee. 

10 My heart throbs, my strength fails 

me; 

and the light of my eyes—it also 
has gone from me. 

** My friends and companions stand 
aloof from my plague, 
and my kinsmen stand afar off. 

12 Those who seek my life lay their 
snares, 

those who seek my hurt speak of 
ruin, 

and meditate treachery all the day 
long. 

But I am like a deaf man, 1 do not 
hear, 

like a dumb man who does not 
open his mouth. 

14 Yea, I am like a man who does not 

hear, 

and in whose mouth are no rebukes. 

15 But for thee, O Lord, do 1 wait; 

it is thou, O Lord my God, who 
wilt answer. 

16 For I pray, “Only let them not re¬ 

joice over me, 

who boast against me when my 
foot slips!” 

17 For I am ready to fall, 

and my pain is ever with me. 

18 I confess my iniquity, 

I am sorry for my sin. 

19 Those who are my foes without 

cause* are mighty, 
and many are those who hate me 
wrongfully. 

20 Those who render me evil for good 

are my adversaries because 1 follow 
after good. 

21 Do not forsake me, O Lord ! 

O my God, be not far from mel 

22 Make haste to help me, 

O Lord, my salvation 1 

x Cn: Heb living » Heb muxxU 
* Heb hostility 


494 Prayer of a penitent 

To the choirmaster: to Jeduthun. A 
Psalm of David. 

'JQ I said, “I will guard my ways, 
3*7 that I may not sin with my 
tongue; 

I will bridle* my mouth, 

so long as the wicked are in my 
presence.” 

2 I was dumb and silent, 

1 held my peace to no avail; 

my distress grew worse, 

3 my heart became hot within me. 
As I mused, the fire burned; 

then 1 spoke with my tongue: 

4 “Lord, let me know my end, 
and what is the measure of my 

days; 

let me know how fleeting my life is! 

5 Behold, thou hast made my days a 
few handbreadths, 

and my lifetime is as nothing in 
thy sight. 

Surely every man stands as a mere 
breath! Sclah 

6 Surely man goes about as a 
shadow! 

Surely for naught are they in turmoil; 
man heaps up, and knows not who 
will gather! 

7 “And now, Lord, for what do I wait? 
My hope is in thee. 

8 Deliver me from all my transgres¬ 
sions. 

Make me not the scorn of the fool! 

9 I am dumb, I do not open my mouth; 
for it is thou who hast done it. 

10 Remove thy stroke from me; 

I am spent by the blows * of thy 

hand. 

h When thou dost chasten man 
with rebukes for sin, 
thou dost consume like a moth what 
is dear to him; 

surely every man is a mere breath! 

Selah 

12 “Hear my prayer, O Lord, 
and give ear to my cry; 
hold not thy peace at my tears! 

For I am thy passing guest, 
a sojourner, like all my fathers. 

1* Look away from me, that I may know 
gladness, 

before 1 depart and be no morel** 
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To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. let thy steadfast love and thy faith¬ 
fulness 


A A I waited patiently for the Lord ; 

“v he inclined to me and heard my 
cry. 

2 He drew me up from the desolate 

pit," 

out of the miry bog, 
and set my feet upon a rock, 
making my steps secure. 

3 He put a new song in my mouth, 

a song of praise to our God. 

Many will see and fear, 

and put their trust in the Lord. 

4 Blessed is the man who makes 

the Lord his trust, 
who does not turn to the proud, 
to those who go astray after false 
gods! 

5 Thou hast multiplied, O Lord my 

God, 

thy wondrous deeds and thy 
thoughts toward us; 
none can compare with thee! 

Were I to proclaim and tell of 
them, 

they would be more than can be 
numbered. 

4 Sacrifice and offering thou dost not 
desire; 

but thou hast given me an open 
ear. 6 

Burnt offering and sin offering 
thou hast not required. 

7 Then I said, “Lo, I come; 

in the roll of the book it is written 
of me; 

8 I delight to do thy will., O my God; 

thy law is within my heart.” 

9 1 have told the glad news of deliver¬ 
ance 

in the great congregation; 
lo, I have not restrained my lips, 
as thou knowest, O Lord. 

10 1 have not hid thy saving help within 
my heart, 

I have spoken of thy faithfulness and 
thy salvation; 

I have not concealed thy steadfast love 
and thy faithfulness 
from the great congregation. 

11 Do not thou, O Lord, withhold 
thy mercy from me, 

B Cn: Heb pit of tumult 6 Heb ears thou hast dug for sue 

<0.8-8: Heb 10.5-9. 40.13-17: P« 70.1-5. 


ever preserve me! 

12 For evils have encompassed me 
without number; 
my iniquities have overtaken me, 
till I cannot sec; 

they are more than the hairs of my 
head; 

my heart fails me. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to deliver me! 

O Lord, make haste to help me! 

14 Let them be put to shame and con¬ 

fusion altogether 
who seek to snatch away my life; 
let them be turned back and brought 
to dishonour 
w'ho desire my hurt! 

15 Let them be appalled because of their 

shame 

who say to me, “Aha, Aha!” 

J6 But may all who seek thee 
rejoice and be glad in thee; 
may those who love thy salvation 
say continually, “Great is the 
Lord!” 

17 As for me, I am poor and needy; 
but the Lord takes thought for me. 
Thou art my help and my deliverer; 
do not tarry, O my God! 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

Blessed is he who considers the 
■ A poor!* 

The Lord delivers him in the day 
of trouble; 

2 the Lord protects him and keeps him 

alive; 

he is called blessed in the land; 
thou dost not give him up to the 
will of his enemies. 

3 The Lord sustains him on his sick¬ 

bed ; 

in his illness thou healest all his 
infirmities.* 

4 As for me, I said, “O Lord, be 

gracious to me; 

heal me, for I have sinned against 
thee!” 

3 My enemies say of me in malice: 
“When will he die, and his name 
perish?” 

* Or weak * Heb thou changest all his bed 
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6 And when one comes to see me, he 

utters empty words, 
while his heart gathers mischief; 
when he goes out, he tells it abroad. 

7 All who hate me whisper together 

about me; 

they imagine the worst for me. 

8 They say, “A deadly thing has fast¬ 

ened upon him; 

he will not rise again from where he 
lies.*’ 

9 Even my bosom friend in whom I 

trusted, 

who are of my bread, has lifted his 
heel against me. 

10 Bur. do thou, O Lord, be gracious to 
me, 

and raise me up, that I may requite 
them! 

41 By this I know that thou art pleased 
with me, 

in that my enemy has noL tri¬ 
umphed over me. 

12 But thou hast upheld me because of 

my integrity, 

and set me in thy presence for 
ever. 

13 Blessed be the Lord, the God of 

Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting! 
Amen and Amen. 


BOOK II 


To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the 
Sons of Korah. 

As a hart longs 
for flowing streams, 
so longs my soul 
for thee, O God. 

2 My soul thirsts for God, 

for the living God. 

When shall I come and behold 
the face of God? 

3 My tears have been my food 

day and night, 

while men say to me continually, 
“Where is your God?” 

4 These things I remember, 

as I pour out my soul: 
how I went with the throng, 

41.9: Jn 13.18. 


and led them in procession to the 
house of God, 

with glad shouts and songs of thanks¬ 
giving, 

a multitude keeping festival. 

5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
and why are you disquieted within 
me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise 
him, 

my help 6 and my God. 

My soul is cast down within me, 
therefore I remember thee 
from the land of Jordan and of 
Hermon, 

from Mount Mizar. 

7 Deep calls to deep 

at the thunder of thy cataracts; 
all thy waves and thy billows 
have gone over me. 

8 By day the Lord commands his 

steadfast love; 

and at night his song is with me, 
a prayer to the God of my life. 

9 i say to God, my rock: 

“Why hast thou forgotten me? 
Why go I mourning 

because of the oppression of the 
enemy?” 

10 As wirh a deadly wound in my 
body, 

my adversaries taunt me, 
while they say to me continually, 
“Where is your God?” 

*1 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
and why are you disquieted within 
me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise 
him, 

my help and my God. 

Afl Vindicate me, O God, and de- 
'r’3 fend my cause 

against an ungodly people; 
from deceitful and unjust men 
deliver me! 

2 For thou art the God in whom I take 
refuge; 

why hast thou cast me off? 

Why go I mourning 

because of the oppression of the 
enemy? 

2 Oh send out thy light and thy truth; 
let them lead me. 
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let them bring me to thy holy hill 
and to thy dwelling! 

4 Then I will go to the altar of God, 

to God my exceeding joy; 
and I will praise thee with the lyre, 
O God, my God. 

5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

and why are you disquieted within 
me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise 
him, 

my help and my God. 


To the choirmaster. A Maskil of the 
Sons of Korah. 

A A We have heard with our ears, O 
TTr God, 

our fathers have told us, 
what deeds thou didst perform in 
their days, 
in the days of old: 

2 thou with thy own hand didst drive 

out tire nations, 
but them thou didst plant; 
thou didst afflict the peoples, 
but them thou didst set free; 

3 for not by their own sword did they 

win the land, 

nor did their own arm give them 
victory; 

but thy right hand, and thy arm, 
and the light of thy countenance; 
for thou didst delight in them. 

4 Thou art my King and my God, 

who ordainest* victories for Jacob. 

5 Through thee we push down our 

foes; 

through thy name we tread down 
our assailants. 

6 For not in my bow do I trust, 

nor can my sword save me. 

7 But thou hast saved us from our 

foes, 

and hast put to confusion those 
who hate us. 

8 In God we have boasted continually, 

and we will give thanks to thy name 
for ever. Selah 

9 Yet thou hast cast us off and abased 

us, 

and hast not gone out with our 
armies. 


*° Thou hast made us turn back from 
the foe; 

and our enemies have gotten spoil. 

11 Thou hast made us like sheep for 

slaughter, 

and hast scattered us among the 
nations. 

12 Thou hast sold thy people for a trifle, 

demanding no high price for them. 

5 3 Thou hast made us the taunt of our 
neighbours, 

the derision and scorn of those 
about us. 

14 Thou hast made us a byword among 

the nations, 

a laughingstock/ among the peo¬ 
ples. 

15 All day long my disgrace is before me, 

and shame has covered my face, 
at the words of the taunters and re- 
vilers, 

at the sight of the enemy and the 
avenger. 

s7 All this has come upon us, 

though we have not forgotten thee, 
or been false to thy covenant. 

> 8 Our heart has not turned back, 

nor have our steps departed from 
thy way, 

19 that thou shouldst have broken us in 

the place of jackals, 
and covered us with deep darkness. 

20 If we had forgotten the name of our 

God, 

or spread forth our hands to a 
strange god, 

21 would not God discover this? 

For he knows the secrets of the 
heart. 

22 Nay, for thy sake we are slain all the 

day long, 

and accounted as sheep for the 
slaughter. 

23 Rouse thyself! Why sleepest thou, O 

Lord? 

Aw ake! Do not cast us off for ever! 

24 Why dost thou hide thy face? 

Why dost thou forget our affliction 
and oppression? 

25 For our soul is bowed down to the 

dust; 

our body cleaves to the ground. 

26 Rise up, come to our help! 


*Gk Syr: Heb Thou art my King, O God ; t / Hcb a shaking of the head 

44.22: Rom 8.36. 

R.S.V.—R 
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Deliver us for the sake of thy 11 and the king will desire your 
steadfast love! beauty. 

Since he is your lord, bow to him ; 

12 the people* of Tyre will sue your 
To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. favour with gifts, 

A Maskil of the Sons of Korah; the richest of the people 13 with all 

a love song. kinds of wealth. 

A P My heart overflows with a The princess is decked in her cham- 
goodly theme; her with gold-woven robes;■* 

I address my verses to the king; M in many-coloured robes she is led 
my tongue is like the pen of a ready to the king, 

scribe. with her virgin companions, her 

escort,* in her train. 

2 You are the fairest of the sons of men; 15 With joy and gladness they are led 

grace is poured upon your lips; along 

therefore God has blessed you for as they enter the palace of the king, 
ever. 

3 Gird your sword upon your thigh, 46 Instead of your fathers shall be your 

O mighty one, sons; 

in your glory and majesty! you will make them princes in all 

the earth. 

4 In your majesty ride forth victori- 47 I will cause your name to be cele- 

ously brated in all generations; 

for the cause of truth and to de- therefore the peoples will praise 

fend? the right; you for ever and ever, 

let your right hand teach you dread 
deeds! 

5 Your arrows are sharp To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the 

in the heart of the king’s enemies; Sons of Korah. According to 

the peoples fall under you. Alamoth. A Song. 

6 Your divine throne* endures for ever AC God is our refuge and strength, 

and ever. “U a very present 1 help in trouble. 

Your royal sceptre is a sceptre of 2 Therefore we will not fear though the 
equity; earth should change, 

2 you love righteousness and hate though the mountains shake in the 

wickedness. heart of the sea; 

Therefore God, your God, has 3 though its waters roar and foam, 

anointed you though the mountains tremble with 

with the oil of gladness above your its tumult. Sclah 

fellows; 

* your robes are all fragrant with 4 There is a river whose streams make 
myrrh and aloes and cassia. glad the city of God, 

From ivory palaces stringed instru- the holy habitation of the Most 
ments make you glad; High. 

9 daughters of kings are among your 5 God is in the midst of her, she shall 
ladies of honour; not be moved; 

at your right hand stands the queen God will help her right early, 
m gold of Ophir. 4 The nations rage, the kingdoms 

totter; 

*0 Hear, O daughter, consider, and in- he utters his voice, the earth melts, 
clme your ear; 7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

forget your people and your fa- the God of Jacob is our refuge m 
ther’s house; ^elah 

\ On. Heb and the meekness of h Or Your throne is a throne of God, or Thy throne, O God 
Heb daughter 3 Or people. All glorious is the princess within, gold embroidery is her clothing 
* Heb those brought to you 1 Or well proved Or fortress 
45.6>7t Heb 1.8-9 
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8 Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

how he has wrought desolations in 
the earth. 

9 He makes wars cease to the end of the 

earth; 

he breaks the bow, and shatters the 
spear, 

he burns the chariots with fire! 
fi0 “Be still, and know that I am God. 

I am exalted among the nations, 

I am exalted in the earth!” 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge.” 1 

Selah 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the 
Sons of Korah. 

Clap your hands, all peoplesl 
nr / Shout to God with loud songs of 
joy! 

2 For the Lord, the Most High, is 

terrible, 

a great king over all the earth. 

3 He subdued peoples under us, 

and nations under our feet. 

4 He chose our heritage for us, 

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

Selah 


5 God has gone up with a shout, 

the Lord with the sound of a 
trumpet. 

* Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises! 

7 For God is the king of all the earth; 

sing praises with a psalm!” 

8 God reigns over the nations; 

God sits on his holy throne. 

9 The princes of the peoples gather 

as the people of die God of Abra- 
ham. 

For the shields of the earth belong to 
God; 

he is highly exalted! 


A Song. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

AO Great is the Lord and greatly to 
*tO be praised 

in the city of our God! 

His holy mountain, 2 beautiful in 
elevation, 

is the joy of all the earth, 

m Or fortress n Heb Maskii 
4&2t Mt 5.35. 


Mount Zion, in the far north, 
the city of the great King. 

3 Within her citadels God 

has shown himself a sure defence. 

4 For lo, the kings assembled, 

they came on together. 

3 As soon as they saw it, they were 
astounded, 

they were in panic, they took to 
flight; 

6 trembling took hold of them there, 

anguish as of a woman in travail. 

7 By the east wind thou didst shatter 

the ships of Tarshish. 

8 As we have heard, so have we seen 

in the city of the Lord of hosts, 
in the city of our God, 

which God establishes for ever. 

Selah 

9 We have thought on thy steadfast 

love, O God, 

in the midst of thy temple. 

10 As thy name, O God, 

so thy praise reaches to the ends of 
the earth. 

Thy right hand is filled with victory; 

11 let Mount Zion be glad! 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice 
because of thy judgments! 

12 Walk about Zion, go round about her, 

number her towers, 

1 3 consider well her ramparts, 

go through her citadels; 
that you may tell the next generation 

14 that this is God, 

our God for ever and ever. 

He will be our guide for ever. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the 
Sons of Korah. 

.4Q Hear this, all peoples! 

*TJs Give ear, all inhabitants of the 
world, 

2 both low and high, 

rich and poor together! 

3 My mouth shall speak wisdom; 

the meditation of my heart shall be 
understanding. 

4 I will incline my ear to a proverb; 

I will solve my riddle to the music 
of the lyre. 


3 Why should I fear in times of trouble. 
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when the iniquity of my persecu¬ 
tors surrounds me, 

6 men who trust in their wealth 

and boast of the abundance of their 
riches? 

7 Truly no man can ransom himself, 0 

or give to God the price of his life, 
* for the ransom of his** life is costly, 
and can never suffice, 

9 that he should continue to live on 

for ever, 

and never see the Pit. 

10 Yea, he shall see that even the wise 

die, 

the fool and the stupid alike must 
perish 

and leave their wealth to others. 

H Their graves^ are their homes for 
ever, 

their dwelling places to all genera¬ 
tions, 

though they named lands their 
own. 

12 Man cannot abide in his pomp, 

he is like the beasts that perish. 

13 This is the fate of those who have 

foolish confidence, 
the end of those r who are pleased 
with their portion. Selah 

* 4 Like sheep they are appointed for 
Sheol; 

Death shall be their shepherd; 
straight to the grave they descend,* 
and their form shall waste away; 
Sheol shall be their home.* 

1 5 But God will ransom my soul from 

the power of Sheol, 
for he will receive me. Selah 

16 Be not afraid when one becomes rich, 

when the glory** of his house in¬ 
creases. 

* 7 For when he dies he will carry noth¬ 
ing away; 

his glory** will not go down after 
him. 

* 8 Though, while he lives, he counts 
himself happy, 

and though a man gets praise when 
he does well for himself, 

19 he will go to the generation of his 
fathers, 

who will never more see the light. 


Folly of trust in wickedness 

20 Man cannot abide in his pomp, 
he is like the beasts that perish. 


A Psalm of Asaph. 

CA The Mighty One, God the 
Lord, 

speaks and summons the earth 
from the rising of the sun to its 
setting. 

2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 

God shines forth. 

3 Our God comes, he does not keep 

silence, 

before him is a devouring fire, 
round about him a mighty tempest. 

4 He calls to the heavens above 

and to the earth, that he may judge 
his people: 

5 “Gather to me my faithful ones, 

who made a covenant with me by 
sacrifice!” 

6 The heavens declare his righteous¬ 

ness, 

for God himself is judge! Selah 

7 “Hear, O my people, and I will speak, 

O Israel, I will testify against you. 
I am God, your God. 

8 I do not reprove you for your sacri¬ 

fices; 

your burnt offerings are continu¬ 
ally before me. 

9 1 will accept no bull from your house, 
nor he-goat from your folds. 

10 For every beast of the forest is mine, 

the cattle on a thousand hills. 

11 I know all the birds of the air,® 

and all that moves in the field is 
mine. 

12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell 

you; 

for the world and all that is in it is 
mine. 

13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls, 

or drink the blood of goats? 

* 4 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanks¬ 
giving,*® 

and pay your vows to the Most 
High; 

15 and call upon me in the day of 
trouble; 


500 


* Another reading is no man can ransom his brother P Ok: Heb their 

* Gk Syr Compare Tg: Heb their inward (thought) r Tg: Heb after them 

* Cn: Heb the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning * Heb "O ff!***" 

* Gk Syr Tg: Heb mountains u Or make thanksgiving your sacrifice to God 


* Or wealth 
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I will deliver you, and you shall 
glorify me.” 

But to the wicked God says: 

“What right have you to recite my 
statutes, 

or take my covenant on your lips? 

17 For you hate discipline, 

and you cast my words behind you, 

18 If you see a thief, you are a friend of 

his; 

and you keep company with 
adulterers. 

19 “You give your mouth free rein for 

evil, 

and your tongue frames deceit. 

20 You sit and speak against your 

brother; 

you slander your own mother’s son. 
These things you have done and I 
have been silent; 

you thought that 1 was one like 
yourself. 

But now I rebuke you, and lay the 
charge before you. 

22 “Mark this, then, you who forget God, 
lest I rend, and there be none to 
deliver l 

25 He who brings thanksgiving as his 
sacrifice honours me; 
to him who orders his way aright 
I will show the salvation of God 1” 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, 
when Nathan the prophet came to him, 
after he had gone in to Bathsheba. 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
DA according to thy steadfast love; 
according to thy abundant mercy 
blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my in¬ 
iquity, 

and cleanse me from my sin I 

8 .For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against thee, thee only, have X 
sinned, 

and done that which is evil in thy 
sight, 

so that thou art justified in thy 
sentence 

and blameless in thy judgment. 

* Syr: Hcb Make to hear V Or steadfast * Or death 
SI.4: Rom 3.4. 


5 Behold, I was brought forth in in¬ 

iquity, 

and in sin did my mother conceive 
me. 

6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the in¬ 

ward being; 

therefore teach me wisdom in my 
secret heart. 

7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 

clean; 

wash me, and X shall be whiter than 
snow. 

8 Fill* me with joy and gladness; 

let the bones which thou hast 
broken rejoice.. 

9 Hide thy face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquities. 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and put a new and right*' spirit 
within me. 

11 Cast me not away from thy presence, 

and take not thy holy Spirit from 
me. 

12 Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, 

and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors thy 

ways, 

and sinners will return to thee. 

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness,* 

O God, 

thou God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will sing aloud of 
thy deliverance. 

15 O Lord, open thou my lips, 

and my mouth shall show forth thy 
praise. 

16 For thou hast no delight in sacrifice; 

were I to give a burnt offering, 
thou wouldst not be pleased. 

11 The sacrifice acceptable to God® is 
a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not despise. 

18 Do good to Zion in thy good pleas¬ 

ure; 

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 

19 then wilt thou delight in right sacri¬ 

fices, 

in burnt offerings and whole burnt 
offerings; 

then bulls will be offered on thy 
altar. 

* Or My sacrifice , O God 
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502 Folly and tvickedness of man 


To the choirmaster. A Maskil of David, 
when Doeg, the Edomite, came and 
told Saul, “David has come to the house 
of Ahimelech.” 


Why do you boast, O mighty 
DJ* man, 

<of mischief done against the 


godly? 5 

All the day 2 you are plotting de¬ 
struction. 

Your tongue is like a sharp razor, 
you worker of treachery. 

3 You love evil more than good, 

and lying more than speaking the 
truth. Selah 

4 You love all words that devour, 

O deceitful tongue. 


5 But God will break you down for 

ever; 

he will snatch and tear you from 
your tent ; 

he will uproot you from the land 
of the living. Selah 

6 The righteous shall see, and fear, 

and shall laugh at him, saying, 

7 “See the man who would not make 

God his refuge, 

but trusted in the abundance of his 
riches, 

and sought refuge in his wealth !’ ,e 

8 But I am like a green olive tree in 

the house of God. 

I trust in the steadfast love of God 
for ever and ever. 

9 1 will thank thee for ever, 
because thou hast done it. 

I will proclaim* thy name, for it is 
good, 

in the presence of the godly. 


To the choirmaster: according to 
Mahalath. A Maskil of David. 


C'J The fool says in his heart, 
“There is no God.” 

They are corrupt, doing abominable 
iniquity; 

there is none that does good. 


to see if there are any that are wise, 
that seek after God. 

3 They have all fallen away; 

they are all alike depraved; 
there is none that does good, 
no, not one. 

4 Have those who work evil no under¬ 

standing, 

who eat up my people as they eat 
bread, 

and do not call upon God? 

5 There they are, in great terror, 

in terror such as has not been i 
For God will scatter the bones of the 
ungodly ; e 

they will be put to shame/ for God 
has rejected them. 

6 O that deliverance for Israel would 

come from Zion! 

When God restores the fortunes of 
his people, 

Jacob will rejoice and Israel be 
glad. 


To the choirmaster: with stringed in¬ 
struments. A Maskil of David, when the 
Ziphites went and told Saul, “David is 
in hiding among us.” 

Save me, O God, by thy name, 
•JHT and vindicate me by thy might. 

2 Hear my prayer, O God; 

give ear to the words of my mouth. 

3 For insolent * men have risen against 

me, 

ruthless men seek my life; 
they do not set God before them. 

Selah 


4 Behold, God is my helper; 

the Lord is the upholder* of my 
life. 

5 He will requite my enemies with 

evil; 

in thy faithfulness put an end to 
them. 


2 God looks down from heaven With a freewill offering I will sacri- 

upon the sons of men fice to thee; 

5 Cn Compare Syr: Heb the kindness of God c Syr Tg: Heb his destruction * Cn: Heb wait for 
' Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb him who encamps against you * Gk: Heb you will put to sham* 

9 Another reading is strangers " Gk Syr Jerome: Heb of or with those who uphold 
53.1-31 Rom 3.10-12. 53.1-6: Ps 14.1-7. 
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1 will give thanks to thy name, O then I could hide from him. 


Lord, for it is good. 

7 For thou hast delivered me from 
every trouble, 

and my eye has looked in triumph 
on my enemies. 


To the choirmaster: with stringed in¬ 
struments. A Maskil of David, 

f f Give car to my prayer, O God; 
JJ and hide not thyself from my 
supplication 1 

2 Attend to me, and answer me; 

I am overcome by my trouble. 

I am distraught 3 by the noise of the 
enemy, 

because of the oppression of the 
wicked. 

For they bring < trouble upon me, 
and in anger they cherish enmity 
against me. 

« My heart is in anguish within me, 
the terrors of death have fallen 
upon me. 

5 Fear and trembling come upon me, 

and horror overwhelms me. 

6 And I say, “O that I had wings like a 

dove! 

I would fly away and be at rest; 

7 yea, I would wander afar, 

I would lodge in the wilderness, 
Selah 

* I would haste to find me a shelter 

from the raging wind and tem¬ 
pest.” 

* Destroy their plans ,i O Lord, confuse 

their tongues; 

for I see violence and strife in the 
city. 

iODay and night they go around it 
on its walls; 

and mischief and trouble are within 



oppression and fraud 

do not depart from its market 
place. 

12 It is not an enemy who taunts me— 
then I could bear it; 
it is not an adversary who deals in¬ 
solently with me— 


13 But it is you, my equal, 

my companion, my familiar friend. 

14 We used to hold sweet converse to¬ 

gether; 

within God’s house we walked in 
fellowship. 

15 Let death* come upon them; 

let them go down to Sheol alive; 
let them go away in terror into 
their graves. 2 

But I call upon God; 

and the Lord will save me. 

17 Evening and morning and at noon 

I utter my complaint and moan, 
and he will hear my voice. 

18 He will deliver my soul in safety 

from the battle that I wage, 
for many are arrayed against me. 

19 God will give ear, and humble them, 

he who is enthroned from of old; 
because they keep no law, OT 

and do not fear God. Selah 

20 My companion stretched out his 

hand against his friends, 
he violated his covenant. 

21 His speech was smoother than butter, 

yet war was in his heart; 
his words were softer than oil, 
yet they were drawn swords. 

22 Cast your burden" on the Lord, 

and he will sustain you; 
he will never permit 

the righteous to be moved. 

23 But thou, O God, wilt cast them 

down 

into the lowest pit; 
men of blood and treachery 

shall not live out half their days. 
But I will trust in thee. 


To the choirmaster: according to The 
Dove on Far-off Terebinths. A Miktam 
of David, when the Philistines seized 
him in Gath. 

C/Z Be gracious to me, O God, 

JU for men trample upon me; 

all day long foemen oppress me; 

2 my enemies trample upon me all day 
long, 


1 Cn Compare Gk: Heb they cause to totter * Tg: Heb lacks their plans * Or desolations 
1 Cn: Heb evils are in their habitation, in their midst m Or do not change * Or what he has given yaw 
65.22: 1 Pet 5.7. 



PSALMS 56 


504 


Confidence in God 


for many fight against me proudly, 

* When I am afraid, 

I put my trust in thee. 

4 In God, whose word I praise, 

in God I trust without a fear. 

What can flesh do to me? 

5 All day long they seek to injure my 

cause; 

all their thoughts are against me 
for evil. 

6 They band themselves together, 

they lurk, 

they watch my steps. 

As they have waited for my life, 

7 so recompense" them for their 

crime; 

in wrath cast down the peoples, 
OGod! 

8 Thou hast kept count of my tossings; 

put thou my tears in thy bottle! 
Are they not in thy book? 

9 Then my enemies will be turned back 

in the day when I call. 

This I know, that? God is for me. 

10 In God, whose word I praise, 

in the Lord, whose word I praise, 

11 in God I trust without a fear. 

What can man do to me? 

12 My vows to thee I must perform, O 

God; 

I will render thank offerings to 
thee. 

13 For thou hast delivered my soul from 

death, 

yea, my feet from falling, 
that I may walk before God 
in the light of life. 


To the choirmaster: according to Do 
Not Destroy. A Miktam of David, 
when he fled from Saul, in the.cave. 


C*7 Be merciful to me, O God, 

J / be merciful to me, 

for in thee my soul takes refuge; 
in the shadow of thy wings I will tak 
_ refuge, 

till the storms of destruction pas 
by. 

2 1 cry to God Most High, 

to God who fulfils his purpose foi 


3 He will send from heaven and save me, 
57^7-1 n'p/fosT-s V 09 qCn: Hcb art afiame 


he will put to shame those who 
trample upon me. Sdah 

God will send forth his steadfast love 
and his faithfulness! 

4 I lie in the midst of lions 

that greedily devour? the sons of 
men; 

their teeth arc spears and arrows, 
their tongues sharp swords. 

5 Be exalted, O God, above the heav¬ 

ens! 

Let thy glory be over all the earth! 

6 They set a net for my steps; 

my soul was bowed down. 

They dug a pit in my way, 

but they have fallen into it them¬ 
selves. Sdah 

7 My heart is steadfast, O God, 

my heart is steadfast! 

I will sing and make melody 1 

8 Awake, my soul! 

Awake, O harp and lyre! 

I will awake the dawn! 

9 I will give thanks to thee, O Lord, 

among the peoples; 

I will sing praises to thee among 
the nations. 

10 For thy steadfast love is great to the 

heavens, 

thy faithfulness to the clouds. 

11 Be exalted, O God, above the heav¬ 

ens! 

Let thy glory be over ail the earth! 


To the choirmaster: according to Do 
Not Destroy. A Miktam of David. 


CQ , Do you indeed decree what is 
right, you gods?* 

Do you judge the sons of men up¬ 
rightly? 

2 Nay, in your hearts you devise 


wrongs; 

your hands deal out violence on 
earth. 


3 The wicked go astray from the womb, 

they err from their birth, speaking 
lies. 

4 They have venom like the venom of a 

serpent, 

* Or mighty lordt 
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like the deaf adder that stops its 
ear, 

5 so that it does not hear the voice of 
charmers 

or of the cunning enchanter. 

• O God, break the teeth in their 

mouths; 

tear out the fangs of the young 
lions, O Lord f 

7 Let them vanish like water that runs 
away; 

like grass let them be trodden down 
and wither, 4 

• Let them be like the snail which dis¬ 

solves into slime, 

like the untimely birth that never 
sees the sun. 

• Sooner than your pots can feel the 

heat of thorns, 

whether green or ablaze, may he 
sweep them away! 

80 The righteous will rejoice when he 
sees the vengeance; 
he will bathe his feet in the blood 
of the wicked. 

11 Men will say, “Surely there is a re¬ 
ward for the righteous; 
surely there is a God who judges 
on earth.” 


Awake to punish all the nations; 
spare none of those who treacher¬ 
ously plot evil. Selah 

6 Each evening they come back, 

howling like dogs 

and prowling about the city. 

7 There they are, bellowing with their 

mouths, 

and snarling with" their lips— 
for “Who,” they think, “will hear 

us>” 

8 But thou, O Lord, dost laugh at them; 

thou dost hold all the nations in 
derision. 

9 O my Strength, I will sing praises to 

thee; p 

for thou, O God, art my fortress. 

10 My God in his steadfast love will 

meet me; 

my God will let me look in tri¬ 
umph on my enemies. 

18 Slay them not, lest my people forget; 
make them totter by thy power, 
and bring them down, 

O Lord, our shield! 

12 For the sin of their mouths, the words 
of their lips, 

let them be trapped in their pride. 
For the cursing and lies which they 


To the choirmasrer: according to Do 
Not Destroy. A Miktam of David, 
when Saul sent men to watch his house 
in order to kill him. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O 
my God, 
protect me from those who rise up 
against me, 

2 deliver me from those who work evil, 

and save me from bloodthirsty 
men. 

3 For, lo, they lie in wait for my life; 

fierce men band themselves against 
me. 

For no transgression or sin of mine, 
O Lord, 

4 for no fault of mine, they run and 

make ready. 

Rouse thyself, come to my help, and 
seel 

3 Thou, Lord God of hosts, art God 
of Israel. 


utter, 

consume them in wrath, 
consume them till they are no 
more, 

that men may know that God rules 
over Jacob 

to the ends of the earth. Selah 

14 Each evening they come back, 

howling like dogs 

and prowling about the city. 

15 They roam about for food, 

and^growl if they do not get their 

l® But I will sing of thy might; 

I will sing aloud of thy steadfast 
love in the morning. 

For thou hast been to me a fortress 
and a refuge in the day of my dis¬ 
tress. 

87 O my Strength, I will sing praises to 
thee, 

for thou, O God, art my fortress, 
the God who shows me steadfast 
love. 


* Cn: Heb uncertain ■ Cn: Heb swords m 9 Syr: Heb I will watch for thet 
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506 


“Lead thou me 99 


To the choirmaster: according to 
Shushan Eduth. A Miktam of David; 
for instruction; when he strove with 
Aram-naharaim and with Aram-zobah, 
and when Joab on his return killed 
twelve thousand of Edom in the Valley 
of Salt. 


60 


O God, thou hast rejected us, 
broken our defences; 
thou hast been angry; oh, restore 


us. 

2 Thou hast made the land to quake, 

thou hast rent it open; 
repair its breaches, for it totters. 

3 Thou hast made thy people suffer 

hard things; 

thou hast given us wine to drink 
that made us reel. 


4 Thou hast set up a banner for those 

who fear thee, 

to rally to it from the bow . w Selah 

5 That thy beloved may be delivered, 

give victory by thy right hand and 
answer us! 


6 God has spoken in his sanctuary :* 

“With exultation I will divide up 
Shechem 

and portion out the Vale of Suc¬ 
cor. 

7 Gilead is mine; Manas'seh is mine; 

E phraim is my helmet; 

Judah is my sceptre. 

8 Moab is my washbasin; 

upon Edom I cast my shoe; 
over Philistia 1 shout in triumph.” 

9 Who will bring me to the fortified 

city? 

Who will lead me to Edom? 

10 Hast thou not rejected us, O God? 

Thou dost not go forth, O God, 
with our armies. 

11 O grant us help against the foe, 

for vain is the help of man! 

12 With God we shall do valiantly; 

it is he who will tread down our 
foes. 


2 from the end of the earth I call to 

thee, 

when my heart is faint. 

Lead thou me 

to the rock that is higher than I; 

3 for thou art my refuge, 

a strong tower against the enemy. 

4 Let me dwell in thy tent for ever! 

Oh to be safe under the shelter of 
thy wings! Selah 

3 For thou, O God, hast heard my 

vows, 

thou hast given me the heritage of 
those who fear thy name. 

® Prolong the life of the king; 

may his years endure to all genera¬ 
tions ! 

7 May he be enthroned for ever before 

God; 

bid steadfast love and faithfulness 
watch over him! 

8 So will I ever sing praises to thy 

name, 

as I pay my vows day alter day. 


To the choirmaster: according to 
Jeduthun. A Psalm of David. 


For God alone my soul waits in 
O jL silence; 

from him comes my salvation. 

2 He only is my rock and my salva¬ 
tion, 

my fortress; I shall not be greatly 
moved. 


3 How long will you set upon a man 

to shatter him, all of you, 

like a leaning wall, a tottering 

fence? 

4 They only plan to thrust him down 

from his eminence. 

They take pleasure in falsehood. 
They bless with their mouths, 

but inwardly they curse. Selah 


To the choirmaster: with stringed in¬ 
struments. A Psalm of David. 

Hear my cry, O God, 

Ul listen to my prayer; 

w Gk Syr Jerome: Heb truth x Or by his holiness 
60.5*12: Ps 108.6-13. 


5 For God alone my soul waits in 
silence, 

for my hope is from him. 

* He only is my rock and my salvation, 
my fortress; I shall not be shaken. 
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7 On God rests my deliverance and my 

honour; 

my mighty rock, my refuge is God. 

8 Trust in him at all times, O people; 

pour out your heart before him; 
God is a refuge for us. Selah 

9 Men of low estate are but a breath, 

men of high estate are a delusion ; 
in the balances they go up; 

they are together lighter than a 
breath. 

1° Put no confidence in extortion, 
set no vain hopes on robbery; 
if riches increase, set not your 
heart on them. 


thy right hand upholds me. 

9 But those who seek to destroy my life 
shall go down into the depths of 
the earth; 

10 they shall be given over to the power 

of the sword, 

they shall be prey for jackals. 

11 But the king shall rejoice in God; 

all who swear by him shall glory; 
for the mouths of liars will be 
stopped. 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

Hear my voice, O God, in my 
complaint; 

preserve my life from dread of the 


11 Once God has spoken; 

twice have I heard this: 
that power belongs to God; 

12 and that to thee, O Lord, belongs 

steadfast love. 

For thou dost requite a man 
according to his work. 

A Psalm of David, when he was in the 
Wilderness of Judah. 

jC'J O God, thou art mv God, I seek 
DJ thee, 

my soul thirsts for thee; 
my flesh faints for thee, 

as in a dry and weary land where no 
water is. 

2 So I have looked upon thee in the 

sanctuary, 

beholding thy power and glory. 

3 Because thy steadfast love is better 

than life, 

my lips will praise thee. 

4 So I will bless thee as long as I live; 

I will lift up my hands and call on 
thy name. 

5 My soul is feasted as with marrow 

and fat, 

and my mouth praises thee with 
joyful lips, 

6 when I think of thee upon my bed, 

and meditate on thee in the watches 
of the night; 

7 for thou hast been my help, 

and in the shadow of thy wings I 
sing for joy. 

8 My soul clings to thee; 

* Syr: Hcb them Cn: Hcb they search out crimes a 
being against thei 

•2.12; Jer 17.10; Rev 2.23; 22.12. 


enemy, 

2 hide me from the secret plots of the 

wicked, 

from the scheming of evildoers, 

3 who whet their tongues like swords, 

who aim bitter words like arrows, 

4 shooting from ambush at the blame¬ 

less, 

shooting at him suddenly and with¬ 
out fear. 

5 They hold fast to their evil purpose; 

they talk of laying snares secretly, 
thinking, “Who can see us?» 

6 Who can search out our crimes?' 
We have thought out a cunningly 

conceived plot.” 

For the inward mind and heart of 
a man are deep 1 

7 But God will shoot his arrow at them; 

they will be wounded suddenly. 

8 Because of their tongue he will bring 

them to ruin ; a 

all who see them will wag their 
heads. 

9 Then all men will fear; 

they will tell what God has 
wrought, 

and ponder what he has done. 

10 Let the righteous rejoice in the Lord, 
and take refuge in him! 

Let all the upright in heart glory! 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 
A Song. 

S’ r Praise is due to thee, 

\jD O God, in Zion; 

Cq: Heb They will bring him to ruin, their tongitg 
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and to thee shall vows be performed, 

2 O thou who hearest prayer 1 
To thee shall all flesh come 

3 on account of sins. 

When our transgressions prevail over 
us, & 

thou dost forgive them. 

4 Blessed is he whom thou dost choose 

and bring near, 
to dwell in thy courts! 

We shall be satisfied with the good¬ 
ness of thy house, 
thy holy temple! 


To the choirmaster. A Song. A Psalm. 

Make a joyful noise to God, 
all the earth; 

2 sing the glory of his name; 
give to him glorious praise! 

3 Say to God, “How terrible are thy 

deeds! 

So great is thy power that thy 
enemies cringe before thee. 

4 All the earth worships thee; 

they sing praises to thee, 

sing praises to thy name.” Selah 


5 By dread deeds thou dost answer us 

with deliverance, 

O God of our salvation, 
who art the hope of all the ends of the 
earth, 

and of the farthest seas; 

6 who by thy strength hast established 

the mountains, 
being girded with might; 

7 who dost still the roaring of the 

seas, 

the roaring of their waves, 
the tumult of the peoples; 

8 so that those who dwell at earth’s 

farthest bounds 
are afraid at thy signs; 
thou makcst the outgoings of the 
morning and the evening 
to shout for joy. 

9 Thou visitest the earth and waterest 

it, 

thou greatly enrichest it; 
the river of God is full of water; 
thou providest their grain, 
for so thou hast prepared it. 

10 Thou waterest its furrows abun¬ 

dantly, 

settling its ridges, 
softening it with showers, 
and blessing its growth. 

11 Thou crownest the year with thy 

bounty; 

the tracks of thy chariot drip with 
fatness. 

> 2 The pastures of the wilderness drip, 
the hills gird themselves with joy, 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with 
flocks, 

the valleys deck themselves with 
grain, 

they shout and sing together for 
joy. 


* Come and see what God has done; 

he is terrible in his deeds among 
men. 

6 He turned the sea into dry land; 

men passed through the river on 
foot. 

There did we rejoice in him, 

7 who rules by his might for ever, 

whose eyes keep watch on the na¬ 
tions— 

let not the rebellious exalt them¬ 
selves. Selah 

8 Bless our God, O peoples, 

let the sound of his praise be 
heard, 

9 who has kept us among the living, 

and has not let our feet slip. 

10 For thou, O God, hast tested us; 

thou hast tried us as silver is 
tried. 

11 Thou didst bring us into the net; 

thou didst lay affliction on our 
loins; 

12 thou didst let men ride over our 

heads; 

we went through fire and through 
water; 

yet thou hast brought us forth to a 
spacious place . c 

131 will come into thy house with burnt 
offerings; 

I will 

1 4 that whi 

and my mouth promised when 1 
was m trouble. 

15 I will offer to thee burnt offerings of 

fadings, 

with the smoke of the sacrifice of 
rams; 

I will make an offering of bulls and 
goats. Selah 


b Gk: Heb nu c Cn Compare Gk Syr Jerome Tg: Heb saturation 
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*<» Come and hear, all you who fear 
God, 

and I will tell what he has done for 
me. 

n I cried aloud to him, 

and he was extolled with my 
tongue. 

* 8 Xf I had cherished iniquity in my 
heart, 

the Lord would not have listened. 

W But truly God has listened; 

he has given heed to the voice of 
my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, 

because he has not rejected my 
prayer 

©r removed his steadfast love from 
mel 


To the choirmaster: with stringed in¬ 
struments. A Psalm. A Song. 

May God be gracious to us and 
bless us 

and make his face to shine upon us, 
Selah 

2 that thy way may be known upon 

earth, 

thy saving power among all na¬ 
tions. 

3 Let the peoples praise thee, O God; 

let all the peoples praise thee I 

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for 

joy, 

for thou dost judge the peoples 
with equity 

and guide the nations upon earth. 

Selah 

5 Let the peoples praise thee, O 

God: 

let all the peoples praise thee! 


PSALMS 68 

let those who hate him flee before 
him! 

2 As smoke is driven away, so drive 

them away; 

as wax melts before fire, 

let the wicked perish before God! 

3 But let the righteous be joyful; 

let them exult before God; 
let them be jubilant with joy! 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his 

name; 

lift up a song to him who rides 
upon the clouds ; d 
his name is the Lord, exult before 
him! 

5 Father of the fatherless and pro¬ 

tector of widows 
is God in his holy habitation. 

6 God gives the desolate a home to 

dwell in; 

he leads out the prisoners to pros¬ 
perity; 

but the rebellious dwell in a 
parched land. 

7 O God, when thou didst go forth be¬ 

fore thy people, 

when thou didst march through 
the wilderness, Selah 

8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured 

down rain, 

at the presence of God; 
yon Sinai quaked at the presence of 
God, 

the God of Israel. 

9 Rain in abundance, O God, thou 

didst shed abroad; 
thou didst restore thy heritage as 
it languished; 

10 thy flock found a dwelling in it; 

in thy goodness, O God, thou didst 
provide for the needy. 


®The earth has yielded its increase; 

God, our God, has blessed us. 

7 God has blessed us; 

let all the ends of the earth fear 
him! 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

A Song. 

Let God arise, let his enemies be 
scattered; 

4 Or cast up a highway for him who rides through the deserts 


11 The Lord gives the command; 

great is the host of those who bore 
the tidings: 

12 “The kings of the armies, they 

flee, they flee!” 

The women at home divide the 
spoil, 

13 though they stay among the sheep- 

folds— 

the wings of a dove covered with 
silver, 

its pinions with green gold. 
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14 When the Almighty scattered kings 

there, 

snow fell on Zalmon. 

15 O mighty mountain, mountain of 

Bashan; 

O many-peaked mountain, 
mountain of Bashan! 

*6 Why look you with envy, O many- 
peaked mountain, 
at the mount which God desired 
for his abode, 

yea, where the Lord will dwell for 
ever? 

> 7 With mighty chariotry, twice ten 
thousand, 

thousands upon thousands, 
the Lord came from Sinai into the 
holy place.« 

18 Thou didst ascend the high mount, 
leading captives in thy train, 
and receiving gifts among men, 
even among the rebellious, that the 
Lord God may dwell there. 

Blessed be the Lord, 
who daily bears us up; 

God is our salvation. Selah 

20 Our God is a God of salvation; 

and tc God, the Lord, belongs 
escape from death. 

21 But God will shatter the heads of his 

enemies, 

the hairy crown of him who walks 
in his guilty ways. 

22 The Lord said, 

“I will bring them back from 
Bashan, 

I will bring them back from the 
depths of the sea, 

23 that you may bathed your feet in 

blood, 

that the tongues of your dogs may 
have their portion from the foe.’" 

24 Thy solemn processions are seen,** 

O God, 

the processions of my God, my 
King, into the sanctuary— 

25 the singers in front, the minstrels last, 

between them maidens playing 
timbrels: 

26 “Bless God in the great congregation, 

the Lord, O you who are of 
Israel’s fountain!" 


God in his sanctuary 

27 There is Benjamin, the least of them, 

in the lead, 

the princes of Judah in their 
throng, 

the princes of Zeb'ulun, the 
princes of Naph'tali. 

28 Summon thy might, O God; 

show thy strength, O God, thou 
who hast wrought for us. 

29 Because of thy temple at Jerusalem 

kings bear gifts to thee. 

50 Rebuke the beasts that dwell among 
the reeds, 

the herd of bulls with the calves of 
the peoples. 

Trample 11 under foot those who lust 
after tribute; 

scatter the peoples who delight in 
war.* 

31 Let bronze be brought from Egypt; 

let Ethiopia hasten to stretch out 
her hands to God. 

32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the 

earth; 

sing praises to the Lord, Selah 

33 to him who rides in the heavens, 

the ancient heavens; 
lo, he sends forth his voice, his 
mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe power to God, 

whose majesty is over Israel, 
and his power is in the skies. 

35 Terrible is God in his* sanctuary, 

the God of Israel, 
he gives power and strength to his 
people. 

Blessed be God! 


To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. 
A Psalm of David. 

Save me, O God! 

For the waters have come up to 
my neck. 

2 I sink m deep mire, 

where there is no foothold; 

I have come into deep waters, 
and the flood sweeps over me. 

3 I am weary with my crying; 

my throat is parched. 

My eyes grow dim 
with waiting for my God. 


* Cn: Heb The Lord among them Sinai ii the holy place ? Gk Syr Tg: Hcb shatter 9 Or have been teem 

* Cn: Heb trampling t The Hebrew of 'erse 30 is obscure * Gk: Heb from thy 68.18: Eph 4.8. 
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A cry of distress 

4 More in number than the hairs of my 

head 

are those who hate me without 
cause; 

mighty are those who would destroy 
me, 

those who attack me with lies. 

What I did not steal 
must I now restore? 

5 O God, thou knowest my folly; 

the wrongs I have done are not 
hidden from thee. 

* Let not those who hope in thee be put 
to shame through me, 

O Lord God of hosts; 
let not those who seek thee be brought 
to dishonour through me, 

O God of Israel. 

7 For it is for thy sake that I have borne 
reproach, 

that shame has covered my face. 

8 1 have become a stranger to my 
brethren, 

an alien to my mother’s sons. 

9 For zeal for thy house has consumed 
me, 

and the insults of those who insult 
thee have fallen on me. 

When I humbled* my soul with 
fasting, 

it became my reproach. 

11 W'hen I made sackcloth my clothing, 

I became a byword to them. 

12 I am the talk of those who sit in the 

gate, 

and the drunkards make songs 
about me. 

13 But as for me, my prayer is to thee, 

O Lord. 

At an acceptable time, O God, 
in the abundance of thy steadfast 
love answer me. 

With thy faithful help 14 rescue me 
from sinking in the mire; 
let me be delivered from my enemies 
and from the deep waters. 

15 Let not the flood sweep over me, 
or the deep swallow me up, 
or the pit close its mouth over me. 

Answer me, O Lord, for thy steadfast 
love is good; 
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according to thy abundant mercy, 
turn to me. 

17 Hide not thy face from thy servant; 

for I am in distress, make haste to 
answer me. 

18 Draw near to me, redeem me, 

set me free because of my enemies! 

* 9 Thou knowest my reproach, 

and my shame and my dishonour; 
my foes are all known to thee. 

20 Insults have broken my heart, 

so that I am in despair. 

I looked for pity, but there was none; 
and for comforters, but I found 
none. 

21 They gave me poison for food, 

and for my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink. 

22 Let their own table before them be- 

come a snare; 

let their sacrificial feasts 7 be a trap. 

23 Let their eyes be darkened, so that 

they cannot see; 

and make their loins tremble con¬ 
tinually. 

24 Pour out thy indignation upon them, 

and let thy burning anger overtake 
them. 

25 May their camp be a desolation, 

let no one dwell in their tents. 

26 For they persecute him whom thou 

hast smitten, 

and him™ whom thou hast 
wounded, they afflict still more.” 

27 Add to them punishment upon 

punishment; 

may they have no acquittal from 
thee. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book 

of the living; 

let them not be enrolled among the 
righteous. 

29 But I am afflicted and in pain; 

let thy salvation, O God, set me on 
highl 

3° I will praise the name of God with a 
song; 

I will magnify him with thanks¬ 
giving. 

31 This will please the Lord more than 
an ox 
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* Ok Syr: Heb I tar.pi with fasting my soul or / made my soul mourn with fasting 1 Tg: Heb for security 
m One Ms Tg Compare Syr: Heb those " Gk Syr: Heb recount the pain of 
89.4: Ps 35.15; Jn 15.25. 69.9: Jn 2.17; Rom 15 . 3 . 

69.21; Mt 27 . 34 , 48; Mk 15 . 36 ; Lk 23 . 36 ; Jn 19 . 29 . 69.22-23* Roan 11.9-10. 69224: Rev 16.1. 

•8*25: Actt 1.20. 69228: Rev 3.5; 13.8; 17.8; 20.12, 15; 21.27. 
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512 Prayer of an old man 


or a bull with horns and hoofs. 

32 Let the oppressed see it and be glad; 

you who seek God, let your hearts 
revive. 

33 For the Lord hears the needy, 

and does not despise his own that 
are in bonds. 

34 Let heaven and earth praise him, 

the seas and everything that moves 
therein. 

33 For God will save Zion 

and rebuild the cities of Judah; 
and his servants shall dwell 0 there 
and possess it; 

36 the children of his servants shall 
inherit it, 

and those who love his name shall 
dwell in it. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, 
for the memorial offering. 

Hi(\ ^ Pl easec l» O God, to deliver 
/U me! 

O Lord, make haste to help me! 

2 Let them be put to shame and con¬ 

fusion 

who seek my life! 

Let them be turned back and brought 
to dishonour 
who desire my hurt! 

3 Let them be appalled because of their 

shame 

who say, “Aha, Aha I** 


* May all who seek thee 

rejoice and be glad in thee! 

May those who love thy salvation 
say evermore, “God is great!” 

3 But I am poor and needy; 
hasten to me, O God! 

Thou art my help and my deliverer; 
O Lord, do not tarry 1 


H"j In thee, O Lord, do I take 
/ X refuge; 

let me never be put to shame! 

2 In thy righteousness deliver me and 

rescue me; 

incline thy ear to me, and save me! 

3 Be thou to me a rock of refuge, 

a strong fortress,? to save me, 
for thou an my rock and my 
fortress. 


4 Rescue me, O my God, from the hand 

of the wicked, 

from the grasp of the unjust and 
cruel man. 

5 For thou, O Lord, art my hope, 

my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 

6 Upon thee 1 have leaned from my 

birth; 

thou art he who took me from my 
mother’s womb. 

My praise is continually of thee. 

7 I have been as a portent to many; 

but thou art my strong refuge. 

8 My mouth is filled with thy praise, 

and with thy glory all the day. 

9 Do not cast me off in the time of old 

age; 

forsake me not when my strength 
is spent. 

10 For my enemies speak concerning 

me, 

those who watch for my life con¬ 
sult together, 

11 and say, “God has forsaken him; 

pursue and seize him, 

for there is none to deliver him.** 

12 O God, be not far from me; 

O my God, make haste to help me! 

13 May my accusers be put to shame and 

consumed; 

with scorn and disgrace may they 
be covered 
who seek my hurt. 

84 But I will hope continually, 

and will praise thee yet more and 
more. 

15 My mouth will tell of thy righteous 

acts, 

of thy deeds of salvation all the day, 
for their number is past my knowl¬ 
edge. 

16 With the mighty deeds of the Lord 

God I will come, 

I will praise thy righteousness, 
thine alone. 

17 O God, from my youth thou hast 

taught me, 

and I still proclaim thy wondrous 
deeds. 

18 So even to old age and grey hairs, 

O God, do not forsake me, 
till I proclaim thy might 

to all the generations to come.ff 


0 Syr: Heb and they shall dwell P Gk Compare 31.3: Heb to atm continually thou hast commanded 
9 Gk Compare Syr: Heb to a generation , to all that com 
70.1-St Pa 40.13-17. 



Reign of a righteous king 513 PSALMS 72 


Thy power and 19 thy righteousness, 
O God, 

reach the high heavens. 

Thou who hast done great things, 

O God, who is like thcc? 

20 Thou who hast made me see many 
sore troubles 
wilt revive me again; 
from the depths of the earth 
thou wilt bring me up again. 

2* Thou wilt increase my honour, 
and comfort me again. 

22 I will also praise thee with the harp 

for thy faithfulness, O my God; 

I will sing praises to thee with the 
lyre, 

O Holy One of Israel. 

23 My lips will shout for joy, 

when I sing praises to thee; 
my soul also, which thou hast 
rescued. 

24 And my tongue will talk of thy 

righteous help 
all the day long, 

for they have been put to shame and 
disgraced 

who sought to do me hurt. 


A Psalm of Solomon. 

Give the king thy justice, O 
/ JL God, 

and thy righteousness to the royal 
son! 

2 May he judge thy people with 

righteousness, 
and thy poor with justice! 

3 Let the mountains bear prosperity 

for the people, 

and the hills, in righteousness! 

4 May he defend the cause of the poor 

of the people, 

give deliverance to the needy, 
and crush the oppressor 1 


8 May he have dominion from sea to 

sea, 

and from the River to the ends of 
the earth! 

9 May his foes* bow down before 

him, 

and his enemies lick the dust! 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the 
isles 

render him tribute, 
may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts! 

May all kings fall down before him, 
all nations serve him! 

12 For he delivers the needy when he 
calls, 

the poor and him wdio has no 
helper. 

*3 He has pity on the weak and the 
needy, 

and saves the lives of the needy. 

14 From oppression and violence he 

redeems their life; 
and precious is their blood in his 
sight. 

15 Long may he live, 

may gold of Sheba be given to 
him! 

May prayer be made for him con¬ 
tinually, 

and blessings invoked for him all 
the day! 

16 May there be abundance of grain in 

the land; 

on the tops of the mountains may 
it w'ave; 

may its fruit be like Lebanon; 
and may men blossom forth from the 
cities 

like the grass of the field! 

*2 May his name endure for ever, 

his fame continue as long as the 
sun! 

May men bless themselves by him, 
ail nations call him blessed! 


5 May he live r while the sun endures, 18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of 
and as long as the moon, Israel, 

throughout all generations! who alone does wondrous things. 

4 May he be like rain that falls on the Blessed be his glorious name for 
mown grass, ever; 

like showers that water the earth! may his glory fill the whole earth! 

7 In his days may righteousness flour- Amen and Amen! 

ish, 

and peace abound, till the moon be 2 ;' xhe prayers of David, the son of 
no more! Jesse, are ended. 

*Gk: Heb may they fear thee * Cn: Hcb those who dwell in the 
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BOOK III 


A Psalm of Asaph. 

Truly God good to the up- 
/ 3 right, 

to those who are pure in heart.* 

2 But as for me, my feet had almost 

stumbled, 

my steps had well nigh slipped. 

3 For I was envious of the arrogant, 

when I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked. 

4 For they have no pangs; 

their bodies are sound and sleek. 

5 They are not in trouble as other men 

are; 

they are not stricken like other 
men. 

6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 
violence covers them as a garment. 

7 Their eyes swell out with fatness, 

their hearts overflow with follies. 

8 They scoff and speak with malice; 

loftily they threaten oppression. 
•They set their mouths against the 
heavens, 

and their tongue struts through the 
earth. 

10 Therefore the people turn and praise 

them 

and find no fault in them . 9 

11 And they say, “How can God know? 

Is there knowledge in the Most 
High?” 

12 Behold, these are the wicked; 

always at ease, they increase in 
riches. 

13 All in vain have I kept my heart clean 

and washed my hands in innocence. 

14 For all the day long I have been 

stricken, 

and chastened every morning. 

15 If I had said, "I will speak thus,” 

I would have been untrue to the 
generation of thy children. 

16 But when I thought how to under¬ 

stand this, 

it seemed to me a wearisome task, 

17 until I went into the sanctuary of 

God; 


End of the wicked 

18 Truly thou dost set them in slippery 

places; 

thou dost make them fall to ruin. 

19 How they are destroyed in a moment, 

swept away utterly by terrors! 

20 They are"' like a dream when one 

awakes, 

on awaking you despise their 
phantoms. 

21 When my soul was embittered, 

when I was pricked in heart, 

22 I was stupid and ignorant, 

I was like a beast toward thee. 

23 Nevertheless I am continually with 

thee; 

thou dost hold my right hand . 

24 Thou dost guide me with thy counsel, 

and afterward thou wilt receive me 
to glory. x 

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? 

And there is nothing upon earth 
that I desire besides thee. 

26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 

but God is the strength*' of my 
heart and my portion for ever. 

27 For lo, those who are far from thee 

shall perish; 

thou dost put an end to those who 
are false to thee. 

28 But for me it is good to be near God; 

I have made the Lord God my 
refuge, 

that I may tell of all thy works. 


A Maskil of Asaph. 

O God, why dost thou cast us 
off for ever? 

Why does thy anger smoke against 
the sheep of thy pasture? 

2 Remember thy congregation, which 

thou hast gotten of old, 
which thou hast redeemed to be the 
tribe of thy heritage 1 
Remember Mount Zion, where 
thou hast dwelt. 

3 Direct thy steps to the perpetual 

ruins; 

the enemy has destroyed every¬ 
thing in the sanctuary 1 

4 Thy foes have roared in the midst of 

thy holy place; 


then I perceived their end. 

* Or Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart u Cn: Heb his people return hither 
Cn: Hcb abundant waters are drained by them w Cn: Heb Lord x Or honour 

* Heb rock 
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they set up their own signs for signs. 

5 At the upper entrance they hacked 

the wooden trellis with axes.* 

6 And then all its carved wood 

they broke down with hatchets and 
hammers. 

7 They set thy sanctuary on fire; 

to the ground they desecrated the 
dwelling place of thy name. 

8 They said to themselves, “We will 

utterly subdue them”; 
they burned all the meeting places 
of God in the land. 

9 We do not see our signs; 

there is no longer any prophet, 
and there is none among us who 
knows how long. 

10 How long, O God, is the foe to scoff? 

Is the enemy to revile thy name for 
ever? 

11 Why dost thou hold back thy hand, 

why dost thou keep thy right hand 
in a thy bosom? 

12 Vet God my King is from of old, 

working salvation in the midst of 
the earth. 

13 Thou didst divide the sea by thy 

might; 

thou didst break the heads of the 
dragons on the waters. 

44 Thou didst crush the heads of Levi¬ 
athan, 

thou didst give him as food 6 for 
the creatures of the wilderness. 

15 Thou didst cleave open springs and 

brooks; 

thou didst dry up ever-flowing 
streams. 

16 Thine is the day, thine also the night; 

thou hast established the lumi¬ 
naries and the sun. 

17 Thou hast fixed all the bounds of the 

earth; 

thou hast made summer and 
winter. 

48 Remember this, O Lord, how the 
enemy scoffs, 

and an impious people reviles thy 
name. 

19 Do not deliver the soul of thy dove 
to the wild beasts; 
do not forget the life of thy poor 
for ever. 


20 Have regard for thy* 7 covenant; 

for the dark places of the land are 
full of the habitations of vio¬ 
lence. 

21 Let not the downtrodden be put to 

shame; 

let the poor and needy praise thy 
name. 

22 Arise, O God, plead thy cause; 

remember how the impious scoff 
at thee all the day! 

23 Do not forget the clamour of thy 

foes, 

the uproar of thy adversaries which 
goes up continually 1 


To the choirmaster: according to Do 
Not Destroy. A Psalm of Asaph. 

A Song. 

HC We give thanks to thee, O God; 
* we give thanks; 

we call on thy name and recount* 
thy wondrous deeds. 

2 At the set time which I appoint 

I will judge with equity. 

3 When the earth totters, and all its 

inhabitants, 

it is I who keep steady its pillars. 

Selah 

4 I say to the boastful, “Do not boast,” 

and to the wicked, “Do not lift up 
your horn; 

5 do not lift up your horn on high, 

or speak with insolent neck. 

6 For not from the east or from the 

west 

and not from the wilderness come* 
lifting up; 

7 but it is God who executes judgment, 

putting down one and lifting up 
another. 

8 For in the hand of the Lord there i* 

a cup, . 

with foaming wine, well mixed; 
and he will pour a draught from it, 
and all the wicked of the earth 
shall drain it down to the dregs. 

9 But I will rejoice* 7 for ever, 

I will sing praises to the God of 
Jacob. 


Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb uncertain Cn: Heb consume thy right hand from 
® Heb food for the people e Gk Syr: Heb the 

• Syr Compare Gk: Heb and near is thy name. They recount * Gk: Heb declare 
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10 All the horns of the wicked he/ will 

cut off, 

but the horns of the righteous shall 
be exalted. 

To the choirmaster: with stringed in¬ 
struments. A Psalm of Asaph, A Song. 

In Judah God is known, 

/ O his name is great in Israel. 

2 His abode has been established in 

Salem, 

his dwelling place in Zion, 

3 There he broke the flashing arrows, 

the shield, the sword, and the 
weapons of war. Sclah 

4 Glorious art thou, more majestic 

than the everlasting mountains.*' 

5 The stouthearted were stripped of 

their spoil; 
they sank into sleep; 
all the men of war 

were unable to use their hands. 

* At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, 
both rider and horse lay stunned. 

7 But thou, terrible art thou! 

Who can stand before thee 
when once thy anger is roused? 

8 From the heavens thou didst utter 

judgment; 

the earth feared and was still, 

9 when God arose to establish judg¬ 

ment 

to save all the oppressed of the 
earth. Selah 

1° Surely the wrath of men shall praise 
thee; 

the residue of wrath thou wilt gird 
upon thee. 

11 Make your vows to the Lord your 

God, and perform them; 
let all around him bring gifts 
to him who is to be feared, 
u who cuts off the spirit of princes, 
who is terrible to the kings of the 
earth. 


To the choirmaster: according to 
Jeduthun. A Psalm of Asaph. 


Aieditations on God’s works 

2 In the day of my trouble I seek the 

Lord; 

in the night my hand is stretched 
out without wearying; 
my soul refuses to be comforted. 

3 I think of God, and I moan; 

I meditate, and my spirit faints. 

Sc I ah 

4 Thou dost hold my eyelids from 

closing; 

I am so troubled that I cannot 
speak. 

5 I consider the days of old, 

I remember the years long ago. 

6 1 commune* with my heart in the 
night; 

I meditate and search my spirit;* 

7 “Will the Lord spurn for ever, 

and never again be favourable? 

8 Has his steadfast love for ever 

ceased? 

Are his promises at an end for all 
time? 

** Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
Has he in anger shut up his com¬ 
passion?’* Sclah 

10 And I say, “It is my grief 

that the right hand of the Most 
High has changed.” 

n I will call to mind the deeds of the 
Lord; 

yea, I will remember thy wonders 
of old. 

* 2 I will meditate on all thy work, 
and muse on thy mighty deeds. 

13 Thy way, O God, is holy. 

What god is great like our God? 

14 Thou art the God who workest 

wonders, 

who hast manifested thy might 
among the peoples. 

15 Thou didst with thy arm redeem thy 

people, 

the sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

Sclah 

16 When the waters saw thee, O God, 

when the waters saw thee, they 
were afraid, 
yea, the deep trembled. 

17 The clouds poured out water; 

the skies gave forth thunder; 
thy arrows flashed on every side. 

18 The crash of thy thunder was in the 

whirl wind i 


77 


I cry aloud to God, 
aloud to God, that he may hear 
me. 


/ Heb / 9 Gk: Heb the mountains of prey * Gk Syr: Heb my music 
1 Syr Jerome: Heb my spirit starches 
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thy lightnings lighted up the 
world; 

the earth trembled and shook. 

Thy way was through the sea, 
thy path through the great waters 
yet thy footprints were unseen. 

20 Thou didst lead thy people like a 
flock 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 


A Maskil of Asaph. 

*70 Give ear, O my people, to my 
/O teaching; 

incline your ears to the words of 
my mouth ‘ 

2 I will open my mouth in a para¬ 

ble; 

1 wall utter dark sayings from of 
old, 

3 things that we have heard and known, 

that our fathers have told us. 

4 We will not hide them from their 

children, 

but tell to the coming generation 
the glorious deeds of the Lord, and 
his might, 

and the wonders which he has 
wrought. 

5 He established a testimony in Jacob, 

and appointed a law in Israel, 
which he commanded our fathers 
to teach to their children; 

* that the next generation might know 
them, 

the children yet unborn, 
and arise and tell them to their chil¬ 
dren, 

7 so that they should set their hope 

in God, 

and not forget the works of God, 
but keep his commandments; 

8 and that they should not be like their 

fathers, 

a stubborn and rebellious genera¬ 
tion, 

a generation whose heart was not 
steadfast, 

whose spirit was not faithful to 
God. 

9 The E'phraimites, armed with* the 

bow, 

turned back on the day of battle. 

10 They did not keep God’s covenant, 

^ Heb armed with shooting 
78.2: Ml 13.35. 78.24: Jn 6.31. 


but refused to walk according to 
his law. 

11 They forgot what he had done, 

and the miracles that he had shown 
them. 

12 In the sight of their fathers he 

wrought marvels 

in the land of Egypt, in the fields of 
Zo'an. 

113 He divided the sea and let them pass 
through it, 

and made the waters stand like a 
heap. 

14 In the daytime he led them with a 

cloud, 

and all the night with a fiery light. 

15 He cleft rocks in the wilderness, 

and gave them drink abundantly as 
from the deep. 

16 He made streams come out of the 

rock, 

and caused waters to flow down 
like rivers. 

* 7 Yet they sinned still more against 
him, 

rebelling against the Most High in 
the desert. 

18 They tested God in their heart 

by demanding the food they 
craved. 

19 They spoke against God, saying, 

“Can God spread a table in the 
wilderness? 

20 He smote the rock so that water 

gushed out 

and streams overflowed. 

Can he also give bread, 

or provide meat for his people?** 

21 Therefore, when the Lord heard, 

he was full of wrath; 
a fire was kindled against Jacob, 
his anger mounted against Israel; 

22 because they had no faith in God, 

and did not trust his saving power. 

23 Yet he commanded the skies above, 

and opened the doors of heaven; 

24 and he rained down upon them 

manna to eat, 

and gave them the grain of heaven. 

25 Man ate of the bread of the angels; 

he sent them food in abundance. 

26 He caused the east wind to blow in 

the heavens, 

and by his power he led out the 
south wind; 
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27 he rained flesh upon them like dust, 

winged birds Like the sand of the 
seas; 

28 he let them fall in the midst of their 

camp, 

all around their habitations. 

29 And they ate and were well filled, 

for he gave them what they craved,. 

30 But before they had sated their crav¬ 

ing, 

while the food was still in their 
mouths, 

31 the anger of God rose against them 

and he slew the strongest of them, 
and laid low the picked men of 
Israel. 

32 In spite of all this they still sinned; 

despite his wonders they did not 
believe. 

33 So he made their days vanish like a 

breath, 

and their years in terror. 

39 When he slew them, they sought for 
him; 

they repented and sought God 
earnestly. 

35 They remembered that God was their 

rock, 

the Most High God their re¬ 
deemer. 

36 But they flattered him with their 

mouths; 

they lied to him with their tongues. 

37 Their heart was not steadfast toward 

him; 

they were not true to his covenant. 

38 Yet he, being compassionate, 

forgave their iniquity, 
and did not destroy them; 
he restrained his anger often, 
and did not stir up all his wrath. 

39 He remembered that they were but 

flesh, 

a wind that passes and comes not 
again. 

40 How often they rebelled against him 

in the wilderness 
and grieved him in the desert! 

41 They tested him again and again, 

and provoked the Holy One of 
Israel. 

42 They did not keep in mind his power, 

or the day when he redeemed them 
from the foe; 

43 when he wrought his signs in Egypt, 

and his miracles in the fields of 
Zo'an. 

78.37 1 Acts 8.21. 


44 He turned their rivers to blood, 

so that they could not drink of their 
streams. 

45 He sent among them swarms of flies, 

which devoured them, 
and frogs, which destroyed them. 

46 He gave their crops to the caterpillar, 

and the fruit of their labour to the 
locust. 

47 He destroyed their vines with hail, 

and their sycamores with frost. 

48 He gave over their cattle to the hail, 

and their flocks to thunderbolts. 

49 He let loose on them his fierce anger, 

wrath, indignation, and distress, 
a company of destroying angels. 

5(f He made a path for his anger; 

he did not spare them from death, 
but gave their lives over to the 
plague. 

51 He smote all the first-born in Egypt, 

the first issue of their strength in 
the tents of Ham. 

52 Then he led forth his people like 

sheep, 

and guided them in the wilderness 
like a flock. 

53 He led them in safety, so that they 

were not afraid; 

but the sea overwhelmed their 
enemies. 

54 And he brought them to his holy 

land, 

to the mountain which his right 
hand had won. 

55 He drove out nations before them; 

he apportioned them for a pos¬ 
session 

and settled the tribes of Israel in 
their tents. 

56 Yet they tested and rebelled against 

the Most High God, 
and did not observe his testi¬ 
monies, 

57 but turned away and acted treacher¬ 

ously like their fathers; 
they twisted like a deceitful bow. 

58 For they provoked him to anger with 

their high places; 
they moved him to jealousy with 
their graven images. 

59 When God heard, he was full of 

wrath, 

and he utterly rejected Israel. 

60 He forsook his dwelling at Shiloh, 

the tent where he dwelt among 
men, 
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w and delivered his power to captivity, 
his glory to the hand of the foe. 

62 He gave his people over to the sword, 
and vented his wrath on his herit¬ 
age. 

6- 3 Fire devoured their young men, 

and their maidens had no marriage 
song. 

w Their priests fell by the sword, 

and their widows made no lamenta¬ 
tion. 

65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep, 

like a strong man shouting because 
of wine. 

66 And he put his adversaries to rout; 

he put them to everlasting shame, 

67 He rejected the tent of Joseph, 

he did not choose the tribe of 
E'phraim; 

68 but he chose the tribe of Judah, 

Mount Zion, which he loves. 

69 He built his sanctuary like the high 

heavens, 

like the earth, which he has 
founded for ever. 

7° He chose David his servant, 

and took him from the sheepfolds; 

71 from tending the ewes that had young 

he brought him 

to be the shepherd of Jacob his 
people, 

of Israel his inheritance. 

72 With upright heart he tended them, 

and guided them with skilful hand. 


A Psalm of Asaph. 

O God, the heathen have come 
into thy inheritance; 
they have defiled thy holy temple; 
they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 

2 They have given the bodies of thy 
servants 

to the birds of the air for food, 
the flesh of thy saints to the beasts 
of the earth. 

2 They have poured out their blood 
like water 

round about Jerusalem, 

and there was none to bury them. 

< We have become a taunt to our 
neighbours, 

mocked and derided by those 
round about us. 

5 How long, O Lord? Wilt thou be 
angry for ever? 
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Will thy jealous wrath bum like fire? 

6 Pour out thy anger on the nations 
rhat do not know thee, 

and on the kingdoms 

that do not call on thy name I 

7 Foi they have devoured Jacob, 
and laid waste his habitation. 

8 Do not remember against us the in¬ 
iquities of our forefathers; 

let thy compassion come speedily 
to meet us, 

for we are brought very low. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, 
for the glory of thy name; 

deliver us, and forgive our sins, 
for thy name’s sake! 

1° Why should the nations say, 

“Where is their God?” 

Let the avenging of the outpoured 
blood of thy servants 
be known among the nations before 
our eyes! 

11 Let the groans of the prisoners come 
before thee; 

according to thy great power pre¬ 
serve those doomed to die! 

12 Return sevenfold into the bosom of 
our neighbours 

the taunts with which they have 
taunted thee, O Lord! 

13 Then we thy people, the flock of thy 
pasture, 

will give thanks to thee for ever; 
from generation to generation we 
will recount thy praise. 


To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. 
A Testimony of Asaph. A Psalm. 

O A Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
Ov thou who leadest Joseph like a 
flock! 

Thou who art enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth 

2 before E'phraim and Benjamin and 

Manas 'seh! 

Stir up thy might, 
and come to save us! 

3 Restore us, O God; 

let thy face shine, that we may be 
saved! 

4 O Lord God of hosts, 

how long wilt thou be angry with 
thy people’s prayers? 
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5 Thou hast fed them with the bread of 

tears, 

and given them tears to drink in 
full measure. 

6 Thou dost make us the scorn* of our 

neighbours; 

and our enemies laugh among 
themselves. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 

let thy face shine, that we may be 
saved! 

8 Thou didst bring a vine out of 

Egypt; 

thou didst drive out the nations and 
plant it. 

9 Thou didst clear the ground for 

it; 

it took deep root and filled the 
land. 

10 The mountains were covered with its 

shade, 

the mighty cedars with its branches; 

11 it sent out its branches to the sea, 

and its shoots to the River. 

12 Why then hast thou broken down its 

walls, 

so that all who pass along the way 
pluck its fruit? 

13 The boar from the forest ravages 

itj 

and all that move in the field feed 
on it. 

14 Turn again, O God of hosts! 

Look down from heaven, and see; 
have regard for this vine, 

15 the stock which thy right hand 

planted. 1 

16 They have burned it with fire, they 

have cut it down; 
may they perish at the rebuke of 
thy countenance! 

17 But let thy hand be upon the man of 

thy right hand, 

the son of man whom thou hast 
made strong for thyself! 

18 Then we will never turn back from 

thee; 

give us life, and we will call on thy 
name! 

1* Restore us, O Lord God of hosts ! 
let thy face shine, that we may be 
saved! 


Israel's waywardness 
To the choirmaster: according to The 
Gittith. A Psalm of Asaph. 

01 Sing aloud to God our strength; 
O JL shout for ioy to the God of Jacob 1 

2 Raise a song, sound the timbrel, 

the sweet lyre with the harp. 

3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, 

at the full moon, on our feast day, 

4 For it is a statute for Israel, 

an ordinance of the God of Jacob. 

5 He made it a decree in Joseph, 

when he went out over™ the land 
of Egypt. 

I hear a voice I had not known: 

6 “I relieved your" shoulder of the 

burden; 

your" hands were freed from the 
basket. 

7 In distress you called, and I delivered 

you; 

1 answered you in the secret place 
of thunder; 

I tested you at the waters of Mcr- 
ibah. Sclah 

8 Hear, O my people, while I ad¬ 

monish you! 

O Israel, if you would but listen to 
me! 

9 There shall be no strange god among 

you; 

you shall not bow down to a foreign 
god. 

10 I am the Lord your God, 

who brought you up out of the land 
of Egypt. 

Open your mouth wide, and I will 
fill it. 

11 “But my people did not listen to my 

voice; 

Israel would have none of me. 

12 So I gave them over to their stubborn 

hearts, 

to follow their own counsels. 

13 O that my people would listen to me, 

that Israel would walk in my ways! 

14 I would soon subdue their enemies, 

and turn my hand against their 
foes. 

15 Those who hate the Lord would 

cringe toward him, 
and their fate would last for ever. 
16 1 would feed you 0 with the finest of 
the wheat. 


4 Syr: Heb strife 
* Heb planted and upon the son whom thou hast reared for thyself 
m Or against a Heb his ° Cn Compare verse 16b: Heb he would feed him 
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and with honey frojn the rock I 
would satisfy you/* 


A Psalm of Asaph. 

God has taken his place in the 
Oa# divine council; 

in the midst of the gods he holds 
judgment: 

2 “How long will you judge unjustly 

and show partiality to the wicked? 

Selah 

3 Give justice to the weak and the 

fatherless; 

maintain the right of the afflicted 
and the destitute. 

4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 

deliver them from the hand of the 
wicked/* 

5 They have neither knowledge nor 

understanding, 
they walk about in darkness; 
all the foundations of the earth are 
shaken. 

6 1 say, “You are gods, 

sons of the Most High, all of you; 
7 nevertheless, you shall die like men, 
and fall like any prince.”*' 

* Arise, O God, judge the earth; 
for to thee belong all the nations! 


A Song. A Psalm of Asaph. 

0*3 O God, do not keep silence; 

O D do not hold thy peace or be still, 
O God! 

2 For lo, thy enemies are in tumult; 

those who hate thee have raised 
their heads. 

3 They lay crafty plans against thy 

people; 

they consult together against thy 
protected ones. 

*They say, “Come, let us wipe them 
out as a nation; 

let the name of Israel be remem¬ 
bered no more!** 

5 Yea, they conspire with one accord; 

against thee they make a cove¬ 
nant— 

• the tents of Edom and the Ish'mael- 
ites, 

P Or Jail as one man , O princes 9 Or a tumbleweed 

82.6: Jn 10.34. 


Moab and the Hagrites, 

7 Gebal and Ammon and Am'alek, 
Philistia with the inhabitants of 
Tyre; 

* Assyria also has joined them; 

they are the strong arm of the 
children of Lot. Selah 

• Do to them as thou didst to Mid'ian, 

as to Sis'era and Jabin at the river 
Kishon, 

10 who were destroyed at En-dor, 

who became dung for the ground. 

11 Make their nobles like Oreb and 

Zceb, 

all their princes like Zebah and 
Zalmur/na, 

12 who said, “Let us take possession for 

ourselves 

of the pastures of God/* 

13 O my God, make them like whirling 

dust, 4 * 

like chaff before the wind. 

14 As fire consumes the forest, 

as the flame sets the mountains 
ablaze, 

15 so do thou pursue them with thy 

tempest 

and terrify them with thy hurri¬ 
cane! 

16 Fill their faces with shame, 

that they may seek thy name, O 
Lord. 

* 7 I.et them be put to shame and dis¬ 
mayed for ever; 
let them perish in disgrace. 

78 Let them know that thou alone, 
whose name is the Lord, 
art the Most High over all the 
earth. 


To the choirmaster: according to The 
Gittith. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. 

QA How lovely is thy dwelling 
0“ place, 

O Lord of hosts! 

2 My soul longs, yea, faints 

for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and flesh sing for joy to the 
living God. 

3 Even the sparrow finds a home, 

and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young. 
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12 Are thy wonders known in the dark¬ 
ness, 

or thy saving help in the land of 
forgetfulness? 

> 3 But I, O Lord, cry to thee; 

in the morning my prayer comes 
before thee. 

14 O Lord, why dost thou cast me off? 

Why dost thou hide thy face from 
me? 

15 Afflicted and close to death from my 

youth up, 

I suffer thy terrors; I am helpless.** 

16 Thy wrath has swept over me; 

thy dread assaults destroy me. 

17 They surround me like a flood all day 

long; 

they close in upon me together. 

18 Thou hast caused lover and friend to 

shun me; 

my companions are in darkness. 


A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 

I will sing of thy steadfast love, 
O Lord, w for ever; 
with my mouth I will proclaim thy 
faithfulness to all generations. 

2 For thy steadfast love was established 
for even 

thy faithfulness is firm as the 
heavens. 

2 Thou hast said, “I have made a cove¬ 
nant with my chosen one, 

I have sworn to David my servant: 

4 T will establish your descendants for 

ever, 

and build your throne for all gen¬ 
erations/ ** Selah 

5 Let the heavens praise thy wonders, 

O Lord, 

thy faithfulness in the assembly of 
the holy onesl 

* For who in the skies can be compared 
to the Lord? 

Who among the heavenly beings w 
is like the Lord, 

7 a God feared in the council of the 

holy ones, 

great and terrible* above all that 
are round about him? 

8 O Lord God of hosts, 

who is mighty as thou art, O Lord, 


God's covenant with David 
with thy faithfulness round about 

thee? 

9 Thou dost rule the raging of the 

sea; 

when its waves rise, thou stillest 
them. 

10 Thou didst crush Rahab like a car¬ 

cass, 

thou didst scatter thy enemies with 
thy mighty arm. 

11 The heavens are thine, the earth also 

is thine; 

the world and all that is in it, 
thou hast founded them. 

12 The north and the south, thou hast 

created them; 

Tabor and Hermon joyously praise 
thy name. 

13 Thou hast a mighty arm; 

strong is thy hand, high thy right 
hand. 

14 Righteousness and justice are the 

foundation of thy throne; 
steadfast love and faithfulness go 
before thee. 

15 Blessed are the people who know the 

festal shout, 

who walk, O Lord, in the light of 
thy countenance, 

who exult in thy name all the day, 
and extol** thy righteousness. 

17 For thou art the glory of their 

strength; 

by thy favour our hom is exalted. 

18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, 

our king to the Holy One of Israel. 

19 Of old thou didst speak in a vision 

to thy faithful one, and say: 

*T have set the crown* upon one who 
is mighty, 

I have exalted one chosen from the 
people. 

20 1 have found David, my servant; 
with my holy oil I have anointed 
him; 

21 so that my hand shall ever abide with 

him, 

my arm also shall strengthen him. 

22 The enemy shall not outwit him, 

the wicked shall not humble him. 

23 I will crush his foes before him 

and strike down those who hate 
him. 

24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love 

shall be with him. 


* The meaning of the Hebrew word it uncertain v Gfc: Heb the steadfast love of the Lord 
w Or sons of gods x Gk Syr: Heb greatly terrible v Cn; Heb are exalted m 1 Cn; Heb help 
89.3-41 P* 132.11; Ac* 2.30. 69.20: Ac* 13.22. 
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and in my name shall his horn be he has become the scorn of his 

exalted. neighbours. 


25 I will set his hand on the sea 

and his right hand on the rivers. 

26 He shall cry to me, ‘Thou art my 

Father, 

my God, and the Rock of my sal¬ 
vation.* 

27 And I will make him the first-born, 

the highest of the kings of the 
earth. 

28 My steadfast love I will keep for him 

for ever, 

and my covenant will stand firm 
for him. 

29 I will establish his line for ever 

and his throne as the days of the 
heavens. 

30 If his children forsake my law 

and do not walk according to my 
ordinances, 

31 if they violate my statutes 

and do not keep my command¬ 
ments, 

32 then 1 will punish their transgression 

with the rod 

and their iniquity with scourges; 

33 but I will not remove from him my 

steadfast love, 

or be false to my faithfulness. 

34 1 will not violate my covenant, 

or alter the word that went forth 
from my lips, 

35 Once for all I have sworn by my 

holiness; 

I will not lie to David. 

36 His line shall endure for ever, 

his throne as long as the sun before 
me. 

37 Like the moon it shall be established 

for ever; 

it shall stand firm while the skies 
endure. Sclah 


42 Thou hast exalted the right hand of 

his foes; 

thou hast made all his enemies re¬ 
joice. 

43 Yea, thou hast turned back the edge 

of his sword, 

and thou hast not made him stand 
in battle. 

44 Thou hast removed the sceptre from 

his hand,* 

and cast his throne to the ground, 

45 Thou hast cut short the days of his 

youth; 

thou hast covered him with shame. 

Selah 

46 How long, O Lord? Wilt thou hide 

thyself for ever? 

How long will thy wrath bum like 
fire? 

47 Remember, O Lord, c what the 

measure of life is, 
for what vanity thou hast created 
all the sons of men! 

48 What man can live and never see 

death? 

Who can deliver his soul from the 
power of Sheol? Selah 

49 Lord, where is thy steadfast love of 

old, 

which by thy faithfulness thou 
didst swear to David? 

50 Remember, O Lord, how thy servant 

is scorned; 

how I bear in my bosom the in¬ 
sults'* of the peoples, 

51 with which thy enemies taunt, O 

Lord, 

with which they mock the foot¬ 
steps of thy anointed. 


38 But now thou hast cast off and re¬ 

jected, 

thou art full of wrath against thy 
anointed. 

39 Thou hast renounced the covenant 

with thy servant; 

thou hast defiled his crown in the 
dust. 

49Thou hast breached all his walls; 
thou hast laid his strongholds in 
ruins. 

41 All that pass by despoil him; 


52 Blessed be the Lord for ever I 
Amen and Amen. 


BOOK IV 


A Prayer of Moses, the man of God. 

QA Lord, thou hast been 
^ v dwelling place* 
in all generations. 


® Cn: Heb the witness in the skies is sure b Cnr Hcb removed his cleanness c Cn: Heb / 
“ Cn : Hcb all of many * Another reading is refuge 
89.27i Rev 1.5. 89.37« Rev 1.5; 3.14. 
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2 Before the mountains were brought 
forth, 

or ever thou hadst formed the 
earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting thou 
art God. 

5 Thou tumest man back to die dust, 
and sayest, “Turn back, O children 
of men !” 

4 For a thousand years in thy sight 
are but as yesterday when it is past, 
or as a watch in the night. 

9 Thou dost sweep men away; they are 
like a dream, 

like grass which is renewed in the 
morning; 

• in the morning it flourishes and is 

renewed; 

in the evening it fades and withers. 

7 For we are consumed by thy anger; 
by thy wrath we are overwhelmed. 

• Thou hast set our iniquities before 

thee, 

our secret sins in the light of thy 
countenance. 

® For alJ our days pass away under thy 
wrath, 

our years come to an end/ like a 
sigh. 

The years of our life are threescore 
and ten, 

or even by reason of strength 
fourscore; 

yet their span? is but toil and trouble; 
they are soon gone, and we fly 
away. 

Who considers the power of thy 
anger, 

and thy wrath according to the fear 
of thee? 

42 So teach us to number our days 

that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

13 Return, O Lord! How long? 

Have pity on thy servants! 

14 Satisfy us in the morning with thy 

steadfast love, 

that we may rejoice and be glad all 
our days. 

13 Make us glad as many days as thou 
hast afflicted us. 


Refuge and fortress 
and as many years as we have seen 
evil. 

16 Let thy work be manifest to thy 

servants, 

and thy glorious power to their 
children. 

17 Let the favour of the Lord our God be 

upon us, 

and establish thou the work of our 
hands upon us, 

yea, the work of our hands estab¬ 
lish thou it. 

Q i He who dwells in the shelter of 
*7 L the Most High, 

who abides in the shadow of the 
Almighty, 

2 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and 

my fortress; 

my God, in whom I trust.” 

3 For he will deliver you from the snare 

of the fowler 

and from the deadly pestilence; 

4 he will cover you with his pinions, 

and under his wings you will find 
refuge; 

his faithfulness is a shield and 
buckler. 

5 You will not fear the terror of the 

night, 

nor the arrow that flies by day, 

6 nor the pestilence that stalks in dark¬ 

ness, 

nor the destruction that wastes at 
noonday. 

7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

ten thousand at your right hand; 
but it will not come near you. 

8 You will only look with your eyes 

and see the recompense of the 
wicked. 

9 Because you have made the Lord 

your refuge,* 

the Most High your habitation, 

10 no evil shall befall you, 

no scourge come near your tent. 

11 For he will give his angels charge of 

you 

to guard you in all your ways. 

12 On their hands they will bear you 

up, 

lest you dash your foot against a 
stone. 
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/Syr: Heb cm bring our years to an end * Cn Compare Gk Syr Jerome Tg: Heb pride 
4 Cn: Heb Because thou , Loro, art my refuge; you have made 
90 . 4 : 2 Pet 3.8. 9141-12: Mt 4.6; Lk 4.10-11. 
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13 You will tread on the lion and the 
adder, 

the young lion and the serpent you 
will trample under foot. 

M Because he cleaves to me in love, I 
will deliver him; 

1 will protect him, because he 
knows my name. 

>5 When he calls to me, I will answer 
him; 

I will be with him in trouble, 

I will rescue him and honour him. 

*6 With long life I will satisfy him, 
and show him my salvation. 


A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath. 

Q'J It is good to give thanks to the 
Lord, 

to sing praises to thy name, O Most 
High; 

2 to declare thy steadfast love in the 

morning, 

and thy faithfulness by night, 

3 to the music of the lute and the 

harp, 

to the melody of the lyre. 

4 For thou, O Lord, hast made me 

glad by thy work; 
at the works of thy hands I sing 
for joy. 


5 How great are thy works, O Lord I 

Thy thoughts are very deep I 

6 The dull man cannot know, 

the stupid cannot understand this: 

7 that, though the wicked sprout like 

grass 

and all evildoers flourish, 
they are doomed to destruction for 
ever, 

• but thou, O Lord, art on high for 

ever. 

* For, lo, thy enemies, O Lord, 

for, lo. thy enemies shall perish; 
all evildoers shall be scattered. 


10 But thou hast exalted my horn like 

that of the wild ox; 
thou hast poured over me* fresh 
oil. 

11 My eyes have seen the downfall of my 

enemies, 

my ears have heard the doom of 
my evil assailants. 


12 The righteous flourish like the palm 
tree, 

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. 

*3 They are planted in the house of the 
Lord, 

they flourish in the courts of our 
God. 

14 They still bring forth fruit in old age, 

they are ever full of sap and green, 

15 to show that the Lord is upright; 

he is my rock, and there is no un¬ 
righteousness in him. 


Q *2 The Lord reigns; he is robed in 
JsD majesty; 

the Lord is robed, he is girded 
with strength. 

Yea, the world is established; it shall 
never be moved; 

2 thy throne is established from of 

old; 

thou art from everlasting. 

3 The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 

the floods have lifted up their voice, 
the floods lift up their roaring. 

4 Mightier than the thunders of many 

waters, 

mightier than the waves^ of the sea, 
the Lord on high is mighty 1 

5 Thy decrees are very sure; 

holiness befits thy house, 

O Lord, for evermore. 


Q/f O Lord, thou God of ven- 
y* geance, 

thou God of vengeance, shine 
forth! 

2 Rise up, O judge of the earth; 

render to the proud their deserts! 

3 O Lord, how long shall the wicked, 

how long shall the wicked exult? 


4 They pour out their arrogant words, 

they boast, all the evildoers. 

5 They crush thy people, O Lord, 

and afflict thy heritage. 

6 They slay the widow and the so¬ 

journer, 

and murder the fatherless; 

7 and they say, “The Lord does not 

see; 

the God of Jacob does not per¬ 
ceive.” 


8 Understand, O dullest of the people 1 


* Syr: Heb uncertain ^Cn: Heb mighty the waves 
91 . 13 : Lk 10.19. 
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528 “Declare his glory” 


Fools, when will you be wise? 

9 He who planted the ear, does he not 
hear? 

He who formed the eye, does he not 
sec? 

He who chastens the nations, does he 
not chastise? 

He who teaches men knowledge, 

M the Lord, knows the thoughts of 
man, 

that they are but a breath. 

12 Blessed is the man whom thou dost 

chasten, O Lord, 

and whom thou dost teach out of 
thy law 

13 to give him respite from days of 

trouble, 

until a pit is dug for the wicked. 

1 4 For the Lord will not forsake his 

people; 

he will not abandon his heritage; 

1 5 for justice will return to the righteous, 

and all the upright in heart will 
follow it. 

w Who rises up for me against the 
wicked? 

Who stands up for me against evil¬ 
doers? 

1 7 If the Lonr had not been my help, 

my soul would soon have dwelt in 
the land of silence. 

18 When I thought, “My foot slips,* 1 ' 

thy steadfast love, O Lord, held 
me up. 

19 When the cares of my heart are many, 

thy consolations cheer my soul. 

20 Can wicked rulers be allied with 

thee, 

who frame mischief by statute? 

*1 They band together against the life of 
the righteous, 

and condemn the innocent to 
death. 

22 But the Lord has become my strong¬ 

hold, 

and my God the rock of my refuge. 

23 He will bring back on them their 

iniquity 

and wipe them out for their 
wickedness; 

the Lord our God will wipe them 
out. 


2 Let us come into his presence with 

thanksgiving; 

let us make a joyful noise to him 
with songs of praise! 

3 For the Lord is a great God, 

and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the depths of the 

earth; 

the heights of the mountains are 
his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it; 

for his hands formed the dry land. 

6 O come, let us worship and bow 

down, 

let us kneel before the Lord, our 
Maker! 

7 For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pas¬ 
ture, 

and the sheep of his hand. 

O that today you would hearken to 
his voice! 

8 Harden not your hearts, as at 

Mer'ibah, 

as on the day at Massah in the 
wilderness, 

9 when your fathers tested me, 

and put me to the proof, though 
they had seen my work. 

10 For forty years I loathed that genera¬ 

tion 

and said, “They are a people who 
err in heart, 

and they do not regard my ways/* 

11 Therefore 1 swore in my anger 

that they should not enter my rest. 

O sing to the Lord a new song; 
sing to the Lord, all the earth! 

2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name; 

tell of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvellous works among all the 
peoples 1 

4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to 

be praised; 

he is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the peoples are 

idols; 

but the Lord made the heavens. 

9 Honour and majesty are before him; 
strength and beauty are in his 


sanctuary. 

Qr O come, let us sing to the Lord; 

y D let us make a joyful noise to the 7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the 

rock of our salvation! peoples, 

•Ml! 1 Cor 3.20. 06.7-11! Heb 3.7-11; 4.3-11. 9fl.M3t 1 Chron 16.23-33. 
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ascribe to the Lord glory and 6 7 8 9 For thou, O Lord, art most high over 
strength! all the earth; 

8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his thou art exalted far above all gods. 


name; 

bring an offering, and come into his 
courts! 

9 Worship the Lord in holy array; 
tremble before him, all the earth! 

40 Say among the nations, “The Lord 
reigns! 

Yea, the world .is established, it 
shall never be moved; 
he will judge the peoples with 
equity. 5 * 

M Let the heavens be glad, and let the 
earth rejoice; 

let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

12 Jet the field exult, and everything 

in it! 

Then shall all the trees of die wood 
sing for joy 

13 before the Lord, for he comes. 

For he comes to iudge the earth. 

He will judge the world with right¬ 
eousness, 

and the peoples with his truth. 

Q7 The Lord reigns; lev. the earth 
✓ / rejoice; 

let the many coastlands be glad! 

2 Clouds and thick darkness are round 

about him ; 

righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of his throne. 

3 Fire goes before him, 

and bums up his adversaries round 
about. 

4 His lightnings lighten the world; 

the earth sees and trembles. 

3 The mountains melt like wax before 
the Lord, 

before the Lord of all the earth. 

6 The heavens proclaim his righteous¬ 

ness; 

and all the peoples behold his 
glory. 

7 All worshippers of images me put to 

shame, 

who make their boast in worthless 
idols; 

all gods bow down before him. 

8 Zion nears and is glad, 

and the daughters of Judah rejoice, 
because of thy judgments, O God. 


10 The Lord loves those who hate evil;* 

he preserves the lives of his saints; 
he delivers them from the hand of 
the wicked. 

11 Light dawns' for the righteous, 

and joy for the upright in heart. 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, 

and give thanks to his holy name! 


A Psalm, 


98 


O sing to the Lord a new song, 
for he has done marvellous things! 


His right hand and his holy arm 


have gotten him victory. 

2 The Lord has made known his 


victory, 

he has revealed his vindication in 


the sight of the nations. 

3 He has remembered his steadfast love 


and faithfulness 
to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 
the victory of our God. 


4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, 

all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and 
sing praises! 

5 Sing praises to the Lord with the 

lyre, 

with the lyre and the sound of 
melody! 

6 With trumpets and the sound of the 

horn 

make a joyful noise before the 
King, the Lord! 


7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

the world and those who dwell in 
it! 

8 Let the floods clap their hands; 

let the hills sing for joy together 

9 before the Lord, for he comes to 

judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with right¬ 
eousness, 

and the peoples with equity. 
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The Lord reigns; let the peoples 
tremble! 


* Cn: Heb You tvho love the Lord hate evil 

* Gk Syr Jerome; Heb is sown 
07.71 Hcb 1.6. 


R.S.V.—S 
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He sits enthroned upon the cheru¬ 
bim; let the earth quake! 

2 The Lord is great in Zion; 

he is exalted over all the peoples. 

3 Let them praise thy great and terrible 

name! 

Holy is he! 

• Mighty King,” 1 lover of justice, 

thou hast established equity; 
thou hast executed justice 
and righteousness in Jacob. 

3 Extol the Lord our God; 
worship at his footstool! 

Holy is he! 

•Moses and Aaron were among his 
priests, 

Samuel also was among those who 
called on his name. 

They cried to the Lord, and he 
answered them. 

7 He spoke to them in the pillar of 
cloud; 

they kept his testimonies, 

and the statutes that he gave them. 

• O Lord our God, thou didst answer 

them; 

thou wast a forgiving God to them, 
but an avenger of their wrong¬ 
doings. 

9 Extol the Lord our God, 

and worship at his holy mountain; 
for the Lord our God is holy! 


A Psalm for the thank offering. 

1AA Make a joyful noise to the 

Ivv Lord, all the lands!” 

2 Serve the Lord with gladness! 

Come into his presence with sing¬ 
ing! 

3 Know that the Lord is God! 

It is he that made us, and we are 
his;° 

we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. 

• Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise! 

Give thanks to him, bless his name! 

3 For the Lord is good; 

his steadfast love endures for ever, 
and his faithfulness to all genera¬ 
tions. 

■* Co: Heb and the king's strength n Heb land or earth 


“Make a joyful noise* 
A Psalm of David. 

1* will sing of loyalty and of 
JLLJ1. justice; 

to thee, O Lord, I will sing. 

2 I will give heed to the way that is 

blameless. 

Oh when wilt thou come to 
me? 

I will walk with integrity of heart 
within my house; 

3 I will not set before my eyes 

anything that is base. 

I hate the work of those who fall 
away; 

it shall not cleave to me. 

4 Perverseness of heart shall be far from 

me; 

I will know nothing of evil. 

5 Him who slanders his neighbour 

secretly 
I will destroy. 

The man of haughty looks and arro¬ 
gant heart 
I will not endure. 

6 I will look with favour on the faithful 

in the land, 

that they may dwell with me; 
he who walks in the way that is 
blameless 

shall minister to me. 

7 No man who practises deceit 

shall dwell in my house; 
no man who utters lies 

shall continue in my presence. 

8 Morning by morning I will destroy 

all the wicked in the land, 
cutting off all the evildoers 
from the city of the Lord. 


A prayer of one afflicted, when he is 
faint and pours out his complaint before 
the Lord. 

lA') Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
WJjL let my cry come to theel 
2 Do not hide thy face from me 
in the day of my distress! 

Incline thy ear to me; 
answer me speedily in the day 
when I call! 

0 Another reading is and not toe ourselves 


530 
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3 For my days pass away like smoke, 

and my bones burn like a furnace. 

4 My heart is smitten like grass, and 

withered; 

I forget to eat my bread. 

3 Because of my loud groaning 
my bones cleave to my flesh. 

61 am like a vulture** of the wilder¬ 
ness, 

like an owl of the waste places; 

7 I lie awake, 

I am like a lonely bird on the 
housetop. 

8 All the day my enemies taunt me, 

those who deride me use my name 
for a curse. 

9 For I eat ashes like bread, 

and mingle tears with my drink, 

1® because of thy indignation and anger; 
for thou hast taken me up and 
thrown me away. 

11 My days are like an everting shadow; 

I wither away like grass. 

12 But thou, O Lord, art enthroned for 

ever; 

thy name endures to all genera¬ 
tions. 

33 Thou wilt arise and have pity on 
Zion; 

it is the time to favour her; 
the appointed time has come. 

M For thy servants hold her stones 
dear; 

and have pity on her dust. 

35 The nations will fear the name of the 
Lord, 

and all the kings of the earth thy 
glory. 

M For the Lord will build up Zion, 
he will appear in his glory; 

37 he will regard the prayer of the 
destitute, 

and will not despise their suppli¬ 
cation. 

3* Let this be recorded for a generation 
to come, 

so that a people yet unborn may 
praise the Lord : 

39 that he looked down from his holy 
height, 

from heaven the Lord looked at the 
earth, 

20 to hear the groans of the prisoners, 
to set free those who were doomed 
to die; 


21 that men may declare in Zion the 

name of the Lord, 
and in Jerusalem his praise, 

22 when peoples gather together, 

and kingdoms, to worship the 
Lord. 

23 He has broken my strength in mid¬ 

course ; 

he has shortened my days. 

24 “O my God,” I say, “take me not 

hence 

in the midst of my days, 
thou whose years endure 
throughout all generations!** 

25 Of old thou didst lay the foundation 

of the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of thy 
hands. 

26 They will perish, but thou dost en¬ 

dure; 

they will all wear out like a gar¬ 
ment. 

Thou changest them like raiment, 
and they pass away; 

27 but thou art the same, and thy 

years have no end. 

28 The children of thy servants shall 

dwell secure; 

their posterity shall be established 
before thee. 


A Psalm of David. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; 
JLU 3 and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name! 

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits, 

3 who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases, 

4 who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love 
and mercy, 

5 who satisfies you with good as long as 

you live* 

so that your youth is renewed like 
the eagle’s. 

6 The Lord works vindication 

and justice for all who are op¬ 
pressed. 

7 He made known his ways to Moses, 

his acts to the people of Israel. 

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious. 


9 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain • Heb uncertain 
102.25-27 1 Heb 1.10-12. 103.8t Jas 5.1i. 
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slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 

9 He will not always chide, 

nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

10 He does not deal with us according to 

our sins, 

nor requite us according to our in¬ 
iquities. 

11 For as the heavens are high above the 

earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward 
those who fear him; 

12 as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our trans¬ 
gressions from us. 

13 As a father pities his children, 

so the Lord pities those who fear 
him. 

1 4 For he knows our frame; 

he remembers that we are dust. 

1 5 As for man, his days are like grass; 

he flourishes like a flower of the 
field; 

16 for the wind passes over it, and it is 

gone, 

and its place knows it no more. 

1 7 But the steadfast love of the Lord is 

from everlasting to everlasting 
upon those who fear him, 
and his righteousness to children’s 
children, 

1® to those who keep his covenant 

and remember to do his command¬ 
ments. 

1 9 The Lord has established his throne 

in the heavens, 

and his kingdom rules over all. 

20 Bless the Lord, O you his angels, 

you mighty ones who do his 
word, 

hearkening to the voice of his 
word! 

21 Bless the Lord, all his hosts, 

his ministers that do his will! 

22 Bless the Lord, all his works, 

in all places of his dominion. 

Bless the Lord, O ray soul I 

“iflA Bless the Lord, O ray soul! 

• O Lord my God, thou art very 
great! 

Thou art clothed with honour and 
majesty, 

2 who coverest thyself with light as 
with a garment, 

r Or fodder for the animals that serve man 
103.17c Lk 1.50. 104.4c Hcb 1.7. 


“Bless the Lord” 
who hast stretched out the heavens 
like a tent, 

who hast laid the beams of thy 
chambers on the waters, 
who makest the clouds thy chariot, 
who ridest on the wings of the 
wind, 

4 who makest the winds thy messengers, 

fire and flame thy ministers. 

5 Thou didst set the earth on its 

foundations, 

so that it should never be shaken. 

6 Thou didst cover it with the deep as 

with a garment; 

the waters stood above the moun¬ 
tains. 

7 At thy rebuke they fled; 

at the sound of thy thunder they 
took to flight. 

8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank 

down 

to the place which thou didst ap¬ 
point for them. 

9 Thou didst set a bound which they 

should not pass, 

so that they might not again cover 
the earth. 

10 Thou makest springs gush forth in 

the valleys; 

they flow between the hills, 

H they give drink to every beast of the 
field; 

the wild asses quench their thirst. 

12 By them the birds of the air have their 

habitation; 

they sing among the branches. 

1 3 From thy lofty abode thou waterest 

the mountains; 

the earth is satisfied with the fruit 
of thy work. 

1 4 Thou dost cause the grass to grow for 

the cattle, 

and plants for man to cultivate/ 
that he may bring forth food from the 
earth, 

15 and wine to gladden the heart of 

man, 

oil to make his face shine, 
and bread to strengthen man’s 
heart. 

16 The trees of the Lord are watered 

abundantly, 

the cedars of Lebanon which he 
planted. 


104.12c Mt 13.32; Mk 4.32; Lk 13.19. 
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17 In them the birds build their nests; who touches the mountains and 


the stork has her home in the fir 
trees. 

* 8 The high mountains are for the wild 
goats; 

the rocks are a refuge for the 
badgers. 

19 Thou hast made the moon to mark 

the seasons; 

the sun knows its time for setting. 

20 Thou makes* darkness, and it is 

night, 

when all the beasts of the forest 
creep forth. 

25 The young lions roar for their prey, 
seeking their food from God. 

22 When the sun uses, they get them 

away 

and lie down in their dens. 

23 Man goes forth to his work 

and to his labour until the evening. 

24 O Lord, how manifold are thy 

works! 

In wisdom hast thou made them 

all; 

the earth is full of thy creatures. 

25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, 

which teems with things in¬ 
numerable, 

living things both small and great. 

26 There go the ships, 

and Leviathan which thou didst 
form to sport in it. 

27 These all look to thee, 

to give them their food in due 
season. 

28 When thou givest to them, they 

gather it up; 

when thou openest thy hand, 
they are filled with good tilings. 

29 When thou hidcst thy face, they are 

dismayed; 

when thou takest away their 
breath, they die 
and return to their dust. 

30 When thou sendest forth thy Spirit, 5 

they are created; 

and thou renewest the face of the 
ground. 

31 May the glory of the Lord endure for 

ever, 

may the Lord rejoice in his works, 

32 who looks on the earth and it trem¬ 

bles, 

* Or breath 

105.1-15: 1 Chron 16.8-22. 105.8-9: Lk 1.72-73. 


they smoke 1 

33 I will sing to the Lord as long as I 

live; 

I will sing praise to my God while 
I have being.. 

34 May my meditation be pleasing to 

him, 

for I rejoice in the Lord. 

35 Let sinners be consumed from the 

earth, 

and let the wicked be no morel 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Praise the Lord! 

1 AC O give thanks to the Lord, 
JaJ«} call on his name, 

make known his deeds among the 
peoples! 

2 Smg to him, sing praises to him, 

tell of all his wonderful works! 

3 Glory in his holy name; 

let the hearts of those who seek the 
Lord rejoice! 

4 Seek the Lord and his strength, 

seek his presence continually! 

5 Remember the wonderful works that 

he has done, 

his miracles, and the judgments he 
uttered, 

6 O offspring of Abraham his servant, 

sons of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

7 He is the Lord our God; 

his judgments are in all the earth. 

8 He is mindful of his covenant for 

ever, 

of the word that he commanded, 
for a thousand generations, 

9 the covenant which he made with 

Abraham, 

his sworn promise to Isaac, 

10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a 

statute, 

to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

11 saying, “To you I will give the land 

of Canaan 

as your portion for an inheritance.” 

12 When they were few in number, 

of little account, and sojourners in 
it, 

13 wandering from nation to nation, 

from one kingdom to another 
people, 

14 he allowed no one to oppress them; 

he rebuked kings on their account. 
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*5 saying, “Touch not my anointed 
ones, 

do my prophets no harm!” 

*6 When he summoned a famine on the 
land, 

and broke every staff of bread, 

• 7 he had sent a man ahead of them, 
Joseph, who was sold as a slave* 

18 His reet were hurt with fetters, 

his neck was put in a collar of iron; 
until what he had said came to pass 
the word of the Lord tested him. 

20 The king sent and released him, 

the ruler of the peoples set him 
free; 

21 he made him lord of his house, 

and ruler of all his possessions, 

22 to instruct 7 his princes at his pleasure, 

and to teach his elders wisdom. 

23 Then Israel came to Egypt; 

Jacob sojourned in the land of 
Ham. 

24 And the Lord made his people very 

fruitful, 

and made them stronger than their 
foes. 

25 He turned their hearts to hate his 

people, 

to deal craftily with his servants. 

26 He sent Moses his servant, 

and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

2 7 They wrought his signs among them, 

and miracles in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness, and made the land 

dark; 

they rebelled" against his words. 

29 He turned their waters into blood, 

and caused their fish to die. 

30 Their land swarmed with frogs, 

even in the chambers of their 
kings. 

3* He spoke, and there came swarms of 
flies, 

and gnats throughout their coun¬ 
try. 

32 He gave them hail for rain, 

and lightning that flashed through 
their land. 

33 He smote their vines and fig trees, 

and shattered the trees of their 
country. 

34 He spoke, and the locusts came, 

and young locusts without num¬ 
ber; 

* Gk Syr Jerome: Heb to bind " Cn Compare Gk Syr: 
106.1: 1 Chron 16.34. 


35 which devoured all the vegetation in 

their land, 

and ate up the fruit of their ground. 

36 He smote all the first-born m their 

land, 

the first issue of all their strength. 

3 7 Then he led forth Israel with silver 

and gold, 

and there was none among his 
tribes who stumbled. 

38 Egvpt was glad when they departed, 

ior dread of them had fallen upon 
it. 

39 He spread a cloud for a covering, 

and fire to give light by night. 

40 They asked, and he brought quails, 

and gave them bread from heaven 
in abundance. 

41 He opened the rock, and water 

gushed forth; 

it flowed through the desert like a 
river. 

42 For he remembered his holy promise, 

and Abraham his servant. 

43 So he led forth his people with joy, 

his chosen ones with singing. 

44 And he gave them the lands of the 

nations; 

and they took possession of the 
fruit of the peoples’ toil, 

45 to the end that they should keep his 

statutes, 

and observe his laws. 

Praise the Lord! 

1 A/T Praise the Lord! 

JLUl/ O give thanks to the Lord, 

for he is good; 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever! 

2 Who can utter the mighty doings of 

the Lord, 

or show forth all his praise? 

3 Blessed are they who observe justice. 

who do righteousness at all times I 

4 Remember me, O Lord, when thou 

showest favour to thy people; 
help me when thou deliverest 
them; 

5 that I may see the prosperity of thy 

chosen ones, 

that I may rejoice in the gladness of 
thy nation, 

that I may glory with thy heritage. 

Heb they did not rebel 



Rebelliousness of Israel 

6 Both we and our fathers have sinned; 

we have committed iniquity, we 
have done wickedly. 

7 Our fathers, when they were in 

Egypt, 

did not consider thy wonderful 
works; 

they did not remember the abun¬ 
dance of thy steadfast love, 
but rebelled against the Most 
High ■' at the Red Sea. 

8 Yet he saved them for his name’s 

sake, 

that he might make known his 
mighty power. 

9 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it be¬ 

came dry; 

and he led them through the deep 
as through a desert. 

So he saved them from the hand of 
the foe, 

and delivered them from the 
power of the enemy. 

11 And the waters covered their ad¬ 

versaries ; 

not one of them was left. 

12 Then they believed his words; 

they sang his praise. 

13 But they soon forgot his works; 

they did not wait lor his counsel, 

14 But they had a wanton craving in the 

wilderness, 

and put God to the test in the 
desert; 

15 he gave them what they asked, 

but sent a wasting, disease among 
them. 

16 When men in the camp were jealous 

of Moses 

and Aaron, the holy one of the 
Lord, 

37 the earth opened and swallowed up 

Dathan, 

and covered the company of Abi- 
ram. 

38 Fire also broke out in their company; 

the flame burned up the wicked. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb 

and worshipped a molten image. 

20 They exchanged the glory of God 

for the image of an ox that eats 
grass. 

23 They forgot God, their Saviour, 

who had done great things in 
Egypt, 
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22 wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

and terrible things by the Red 
Sea. 

23 Therefore he said he would destroy 

them— 

had not Moses, his chosen one, 
stood in the breach before him, 
to turn away his wrath from de¬ 
stroying them. 

24 Then they despised the pleasant land, 

having no faith in his promise. 

25 They murmured in their tents, 

and did not obey the voice of the 
Lord. 

26 Therefore he raised his hand and 

swore to them 

that he would make them fall in the 
wilderness, 

27 and would disperse ** their descend¬ 

ants among the nations, 
scattering them over the lands. 

28 Then they attached themselves to the 

Ba al of Pe'or, 

and ate sacrifices offered to the 
dead; 

29 they provoked the Lord to anger with 

their doings, 

and a plague broke out among them. 

30 Then Phin ehas stood up and inter¬ 

posed, 

and the plague was stayed. 

31 And that has been reckoned to him 

as righteousness 

from generation to generation for 
ever. 

32 They angered him at the waters of 

Mer'ibah, 

and it went ill with Moses on their 
account; 

33 tor they made his spirit bitter, 

and he spoke words that were rash. 

34 They did not destroy the peoples, 

as the Lord commanded them, 

35 but they mingled with the nations 

and learned to do as they did. 

36 They served their idols, 

which became a snare to them. 

37 They sacrificed their sons 

and their.daughters to the demons; 

38 they poured out innocent blood, 

the blood of their sons and 
daughters, 

whom they sacrificed to the idols of 
Canaan; 
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r Cn Compare 78.17, 56: Heb at the sea w Syr Compare Ezek 20.23: Heb cause to fall 
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and the land was polluted with 
blood. 

39 Thus they became unclean by their 

acts, 

and played the harlot in their do¬ 
ings. 

40 Then the anger of the Lord was 

kindled against his people, 
and he abhorred his heritage; 

41 he gave them into the hand of the na¬ 

tions, 

so that those who hated them ruled 
over them. 

42 Their enemies oppressed them, 

and they were brought into sub¬ 
jection under their power. 

43 Many times he delivered them, 

but they were rebellious in their 
purposes, 

and were brought low through 
their iniquity. 

44 Nevertheless he regarded their dis¬ 

tress, 

when he heard their cry. 

45 He remembered for their sake his 

covenant, 

and relented according to the abun¬ 
dance of his steadfast love. 

46 He caused them to be pitied 

by all those who held them captive. 

47 Save us, O Lord out God, 

and gather us from among the na¬ 
tions, 

that we may give thanks to thy holy 
name 

and glory in thy praise. 

48 Blessed be the Lord, the God of 

Israel, 

from everlasting to everlasting! 

And let all the people say, “Amen!” 
Praise the Lord! 


BOOK V 

IA7 O give thanks to the Lord, 
JL\/ / for he is good; 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever! 

2 Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, 

whom he has redeemed from 
trouble 

3 and gathered in from the lands, 

* Cn: Heb fools 
106.47-48: 1 Chron 16.35-36. 


from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south. 

4 Some wandered in desert wastes,. 

finding no way to a city to dwell in; 

5 hungry and thirsty, 

their soul fainted within them. 

6 Then they cried to the Lord in their 

trouble, 

and he delivered them from their 
distress; 

7 he led them by a straight way, 

till they reached a city to dwell in. 

8 Let them thank the Lord for his 

steadfast love, 

for his wonderful works to the sons 
of men! 

9 For he satisfies him who is thirsty, 

and the hungry he fills with good 
things. 

10 Some sat in darkness and in gloom, 

prisoners in affliction and in irons, 

11 for they had rebelled against the 

words of God, 

and spurned the counsel of the 
Most High. 

12 Their hearts were bowed down with 

hard labour; 

they fell down, with none to help. 

13 Then they cried to the Lord in their 

trouble, 

and he delivered them from their 
distress; 

14 he brought them out of darkness and 

gloom, 

and broke their bonds asunder. 

15 Let them thank the Lord for his 

steadfast love, 

for his wonderful works to the sons 
of men! 

16 For he shatters the doors of bronze, 

and cuts in two the bars of iron. 

37 Some were sick* through their sinful 

ways, 

and because of their iniquities suf¬ 
fered affliction; 

38 they loathed any kind of food, 

and they drew near to the gates of 
death. 

19 Then they cried to the Lord in their 

trouble, 

and he delivered them from their 
distress; 

20 he sent forth his word, and healed 

them. 



“My heart is steadfast * # 537 PSALMS 108 


and delivered them from destruc¬ 
tion. 

21 Let them thank the Lord for his 

steadfast love, 

for his wonderful works to the sons 
of men l 

22 And let them offer sacrifices of 

thanksgiving, 

and tell of his deeds in songs of joy! 

23 Some went down to the sea in ships, 

doing business on the great waters; 
2* they saw the deeds of the Lord, 
his wondrous works in the deep. 

25 For he commanded, and raised the 

stormy wind, 

which lifted up the waves of the 
sea. 

26 They mounted up to heaven, they 

went down to the depths; 
their courage melted away in their 
evil plight; 

27 they reeled and staggered like 

drunken men, 
and were at their wits’ end. 

23 Then they cried to the Lord in their 
trouble, 

and he delivered them from their 
distress; 

29 he made the storm be still, 

and the waves of the sea were 
hushed. 

30 Then they were glad because they 

had quiet, 

and he brought them to their de¬ 
sired haven. 

31 Let them thank the Lord for his 

steadfast love, 

for his wonderful works to the sons 
of men! 

32 Let them extol him in the congrega¬ 

tion of the people, 
and praise him in the assembly of 
the elders. 

33 He turns rivers into a desert, 

springs of water into thirsty 
ground, 

34 a fruitful land into a salty waste, 

because of the wickedness of its 
inhabitants. 

35 He turns a desert into pools of water, 

a parched land into springs of 
water. 

36 And there he lets the hungry dwell, 

and they establish a city to live in; 

37 they sow fields, and plant vineyards, 

* Or bv his holiness 

108.1-5: Ps 57.7-11. 108.8-13: Ps 60.5-12. 


and get a fruitful yield. 

38 By his blessing they multiply greatly; 

and he does not let their cattle 
decrease. 

39 When they are diminished and 

brought low 

through oppression, trouble, and 
sorrow, 

40 he pours contempt upon princes 

and makes them wander in track¬ 
less wastes; 

41 but he raises up the needy out of 

affliction, 

and makes their families like 
flocks. 

42 The upright see it and are glad; 

and all wickedness stops its mouth. 

43 Whoever is wise, let him give heed to 

these things; 

let men consider the steadfast love 
of the Lord. 


A Song. A Psalm of David. 

My heart is steadfast, O God, 
my heart is steadfast! 

I will sing and make melody! 

Awake, my soul! 

2 Awake, O harp and lyre! 

I will awake the dawn! 

3 I will give thanks to thee, O Lord, 

among the peoples, 

I will sing praises to thee among 
the nations. 

4 For thy steadfast love is great above 

the heavens, 

thy faithfulness reaches to the 
clouds. 

5 Be exalted, O God, above the 

heavens! 

Let thy glory be over all the earth! 

6 That thy beloved may be delivered, 

give help by thy right hand, and 
answer me! 

n God has promised in his sanctuary :« 
“With exultation I will divide up 
Shechem, 

and portion out the Vale of Suc- 
coth. 

8 Gilead is mine; Manas'seh is mine; 

E phraim is my helmet; 

Judah my sceptre. 

9 Moab is my washbasin; 
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upon Edom I cast my shoe; 

over Philistia I shout in triumph. 5 

i°Who will bring me to the fortified 
city? 

Who will lead me to Edom? 

11 Hast thou not rejected us, O God? 

Thou dost not go forth, O God, 
with our armies. 

12 O grant us help against the foe, 

for vain is the help of man l 

13 With God we shall do valiantly; 

it is he who will tread down our 
foes. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David, 

109 Hj* s ^ ent> ® God of my 

2 For wicked and deceitful mouths are 

opened against me, 
speaking against me with lying 
tongues. 

3 They beset me with words of hate, 

and attack me without cause. 

4 In return for my love they accuse me, 

even as I make prayer for them.* 

5 So they reward me evil for good, 

and hatred for my love. 

6 Appoint a wicked man against him; 

let an accuser bring him to trial. 0 

7 When he is tried, let him come forth 

guilty; 

let his prayer be counted as sin! 

8 May his days be few; 

may another seize his goods! 

9 May his children be fatherless, 

and his wife a widow! 

10 May his children wander about and 

beg; 

may they be driven out of & the 
ruins they inhabit! 

11 May the creditor seize all that he has; 

may strangers plunder the fruits of 
his toil! 

12 Let there be none to extend kindness 

to him, 

nor any to pity his fatherless chil¬ 
dren! 

13 May his posterity be cut off; 

may his name be blotted out in the 
second generation! 

14 May the iniquity of his fathers be 

remembered before the Lord, 


Acts of David's enemies 
and let not the sin of his mother be 
blotted out! 

is Let them be before the Lord con¬ 
tinually ; 

and may his* memory be cut off 
from the earth! 

1^ For he did not remember to show 
kindness, 

but pursued the poor and needy ^ 
and the brokenhearted to their 
death. 

1 7 He loved to curse; let curses come on 

him! 

He did not like blessing; may it 
be far from him! 

18 He clothed himself with cursing as 

his coat, 

may it soak into his body like water, 
like oil into his bones! 

19 May it be like a garment which he 

wraps round him, 
like a belt with which he daily girds 
himself! 

20 May this be the reward of my ac¬ 

cusers from the Lord, 
of those who speak evil against my 
life! 

21 But thou, O God my Lord, 

deal on my behalf for thy name’s 
sake; 

because thy steadfast love is good, 
deliver me! 

22 For I am poor and needy, 

and my heart is stricken within 
me. 

23 I am gone, like a shadow at evening; 

I am shaken off like a locust. 

24 My knees are weak through fasting; 

my body has become gaunt. 

25 I am an object of scorn to my ac¬ 

cusers; 

when they see me, they wag their 
heads. 

26 Help me, O Lord my God! 

Save me according to thy steadfast 
love! 

27 Let them know that this is thy hand; 

thou, O Lord, hast done it! 

28 Let them curse, but do thou bless! 

Let my assailants be put to 
shame;* 1 may thy servant be 
glad! 

29 May my accusers be clothed with 

dishonour; 


* Syr: Hcb I prayer a Heb stand at his right hand b Gk: Heb and seek c Gk: Hcb their 
a Gk: Heb they nave arisen and have been put to shame 
109.8: Acts 1.20. 109.25: Mt 27.39; Mk 15.29. 
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may they be wrapped in their own 
shame as in a mantle! 

30 With my month I will give great 

thanks to the Lord; 

I will praise him in the midst of the 
throng. 

31 For he stands at the right hand of the 

needy, 

to save him from those who con¬ 
demn him to death. 


A Psalm of David. 

11A Yhe Lord says to my lord; 
IIU “Sit at my right hand, 
till I make your enemies 
your footstool.” 

2 The Lord sends forth from Zion 

your mighty sceptre. 

Rule in the midst of your foes! 

3 Your people will offer themselves 

freely 

on the day you lead your host 
upon the holy mountains.® 

From the womb of the morning 
like dew your youths will come to 
you. 

4 The Lord has sworn 

and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest for ever 

after the order of Melchiz'edek.” 

5 The Lord is at your right hand; 

he will shatter kings on the day of 
his wrath. 

• He will execute judgment among the 
nations, 

filling them with corpses; 
he will shatter chiefs t 
over the wide earth. 

2 He will drink from the brook by the 
way; 

therefore he will lift up his head. 

m Praise the Lord. 

I will give thanks to the Lord 
with my whole heart, 
in the company of the upright, 
in the congregation. 

2 Great are the works of the Lord, 
studied by all who have pleasure in 
them. 

3 Full of honour and majesty is his work. 


and his righteousness endures for 

4 He has caused his wonderful works to 

be remembered; 

the Lord is gracious and merciful. 

5 He provides food for those who fear 

him; 

he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6 He has shown his people the power of 

his works, 

in giving them the heritage of the 
nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithful 

and just; 

all his precepts are trustworthy, 

* they are established for ever and ever, 
to be performed with faithfulness 
and uprightness. 

® He sent redemption to his people; 
he has commanded his covenant 
for ever. 

Holy and terrible is his name! 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom; 

a good understanding have all 
those who practise it. 

His praise endures for ever I 

m Praise the Lord. 

Blessed is the man who fears 
the Lord, 

who greatly delights in his com¬ 
mandments! 

2 His descendants will be mighty in the 
land; 

the generation of the upright will 
be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches are in his house; 
and his righteousness endures for 
ever. 

4 Light rises in the darkness for the 
upright; 

the Lord* is gracious, merciful, 
and righteous. 

3 It is well with the man who deals 
generously and lends, 
who conducts his affairs with jus¬ 
tice. 

6 For the righteous will never be 
moved; 

he will be remembered for ever. 

7 He is not afraid of evil tidings; 

his heart is firm, trusting in the 
Lord. 

8 His heart is steady, he will not be 
afraid. 


• Another reading ia in holy array f Cn: Hcb the deto of your youth 0 Or the head * Gk: Hcb lacks the Lord 
110.lt Mt 22.44; 26.64; Mk 12.36; 14.62; 16.19; Lk 20.42-43; 22.69; Acts234; 1 Cor 1535; Eph 1.20; Col3.1s 
Heb 13. 13; 10.12-13; 123. 110.4* Ueb 5.6, 10; 6.20; 7.11, 15, 21. 
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God and the idols 


until he sees his desire on his ad¬ 
versaries. 

®He has distributed freely, he has 
given to the poor; 
his righteousness endures for ever; 
his horn is exalted in honour, 

1° The wicked man sees it and is angry; 
he gnashes his teeth and melts 
away; 

the desire of the wicked man comes 
to naught. 

m Praise the Lord! 

Praise, O servants of the Lord, 
praise the name of the Lord ! 

2 Blessed be the name of the Lord 
from this time forth and for ever¬ 
more! 

3 From the rising of the sun to its 
setting 

the name of the Lord is to be 
praised! 

4 The Lord is high above all nations*, 
and his glory above the heavens! 

5 Who is like the Lord our God, 
who is seated on high, 

6 who looks far down 

upon the heavens and the earth? 

7 He raises the poor from the dust, 
and lifts the needy from the ash 
heap, 

8 to make them sit with princes, 
with the princes of his people. 

• He gives the barren woman a home, 
making her the joyous mother of 
children. 

Praise the LordI 

m When Israel went forth from 
Egypt, 

the house of Jacob from a people 
of strange language, 

2 Judah became his sanctuary, 

Israel his dominion. 

2 The sea looked and fled, 

Jordan turned back. 

* The mountains skipped like rams, 
the hills like lambs. 

3 What ails you, O sea, that you flee? 

O Jordan, that you turn back? 

6 0 mountains, that you skip like 
rams? 

O hills, like lambs? 

112.9: 2 Cor 9.9. 115.4-8: F» 135.15-18, 

115.13: Rev 11.18; 19.5. 


7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of 

the Lord, 

at the presence of the God 

8 who turns the rock into a 

water, 

the flint into a spring of water. 


of Jacob, 
pool oi 


Ilf Not to us, O Lord, not to us, 
but to thy name give glory, 
for the sake of thy steadfast love 
and thy faithfulness! 

2 Why should the nations say, 

‘"Where is their God?” 


3 Our God is in the heavens; 

he does whatever he pleases. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold, 

the work of men’s hands. 

3 They have mouths, but do not speak § 
eyes, but do not see. 

6 They have ears, but do not hear; 

noses, but do not smell. 

7 They have hands, but do not feel; 

feet, but do not walk; 
and they do not make a sound in 
their throat. 

8 Those who make them are like them; 

so are all who trust in them. 


9 O Israel, trust in the Lord! 

Ke is their help and their shield. 

J0 O house of Aaron, Dut your trust in 
the Lord! 

He is their help and their shield. 

11 You who fear the Lord, trust in the 

Lord! 

He is their help and their shield. 

12 The Lord has been mindful of us; 

he will bless us ; 

he will bless the house of Israel; 
he will bless the house of Aaron; 

13 he will bless those who fear the Lord, 

both small and great. 

14 May the Lord give you increase, 

you and your children 1 

15 May you be blessed by the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth! 

16 The heavens are the Lord’s heavens, 

but the earth he has given to the 
sons of men. 

1 7 The dead do not praise the Lord, 

nor do any that go down into 
silence. 

18 But we will bless the Lord 



Deliverance from death 

from this time forth and for ever¬ 
more. 

Praise the Lord! 

*|1/T I love the Lord, because he 
IIP has heard 

my voice and my supplications. 

2 Because he inclined his ear to me, 

therefore I will call on him as long 
as 1 live. 

3 The snares of death encompassed 

me; 

the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 
I suffered distress and anguish. 

4 Then I called on the name of the 

Lord: 

“O Lord, I beseech thee, save my 
life!” 

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 

our God is merciful. 

6The Lord preserves the simple; 
when I was brought low, he saved 
me. 

7 Return, O my soul, to your rest; 
for the Lord has dealt bountifully 
with you. 

• For thou hast delivered my soul from 
death, 

my eyes from tears, 
my feet from stumbling; 

9 1 walk before the Lord 
in the land of the living. 

10 I kept my faith, even when I said, 

“I am greatly afflicted”; 

11 I said in my consternation, 

“Men are all a vain hope.” 

12 What shall I render to the Lord 

for all his bounty to me? 

13 1 will lift up the cup of salvation 
and call on the name of the Lord, 

14 I will pay my vows to the Lord 

in the presence of all his people. 

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death of his saints. 

16 O Lord, I am thy servant; 

I am thy servant, the son of thy 
handmaid. 

Thou hast loosed my bonds. 

* 7 1 will offer to thee the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving 

and call on the name of the Lord. 
18 I will pay my vows to the Lord 
in the presence of all his people. 


PSALMS 118 

19 in the courts of the house of the 
Lord, 

in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

Praise the Lord! 

m Praise the Lord, all nations! 

Extol him, all peoples! 

2 For great is his steadfast love toward 
us; 

and the faithfulness of the Lord 
endures for ever. 

Praise the Lord! 

lift ^ give t ^anks to the Lord, 

1. XO for he is good; 

his steadfast love endures for ever! 

2 Let Israel say, 

“His steadfast love endures for 
ever.” 

3 Let the house of Aaron say, 

“His steadfast love endures for 
ever.” 

4 Let those who fear the Lord say, 
“His steadfast love endures for 
ever.” 

5 Out of my distress I called on the 
Lord; 

the Lord answered me and set me 
free. 

® With the Lord on my side I do not 
fear. 

W r hat can man do to me? 

7 The Lord is on my side to help me; 
I shall look in triumph on those 
who hate me. 

® It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to put confidence in man. 

9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to put confidence in princes. 

10 All nations surrounded me; 

in the name of the Lord I cut them 
off! 

They surrounded me, surrounded me 
on every side; 

in the name of the Lord I cut them 

off! 

* 2 They surrounded me like bees, 
they blazed 8 like a fire of thorns; 
in the name of the Lord I cut them 
off! 

I was pushed hardy* so that I was 
falling, 

but the Lord helped me, 


541 


* Gk: Hcb were extinguished 

* Gk Syr Icrome: Heb thou didst push me hard 

116.10: 2 Cor 4.13. 117.1: Rom 15.11. 118.6: Heb 13.6. 
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14 The Lord is my strength and my song; 

he has become my salvation., 

15 Hark, glad songs of victory 

in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the Lord does 
valiantly, 

*6 the right hand of the Lord is ex¬ 
alted, 

the right hand of the Lord does 
valiantly I” 

271 shall not die, but I shall live, 

and recount the deeds of the Lord. 

18 The Lord has chastened me sorely, 

but he has not given me over to 
death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteous¬ 

ness, 

that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord; 

the righteous shall enter through 
it. 


for his steadfast love endures for 
ever! 

11Q Blessed are those whose way 
lly is blameless, 

who walk in the law of the Lord! 

2 Blessed are those who keep his testi¬ 

monies, 

who seek him with their whole 
heart, 

3 who also do no wrong, 

but walk in his ways! 

4 Thou hast commanded thy precepts 

to be kept diligently, 

5 O that my ways may be steadfast 

in keeping thy statutes! 

* Then I shall not be put to shame, 
having my eyes fixed on all thy 
commandments, 

7J will praise thee with an upright 
heart, 

when 1 learn thy righteous ordi¬ 
nances, 

8 I wall observe thy statutes; 

O forsake me not utterly! 


21 I thank thee that thou hast answered 

me 

and hast become my salvation. 

22 The stone which the builders re¬ 

jected 

has become the head of the comer. 

23 This is the Lord’s doing; 

it is marvellous in our eyes, 

24 This is the day which the Lord has 

made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save us, we beseech thee, O Lord ! 

O Lord, we beseech thee, give us 
success! 

26 Blessed be he who enters in the name 

of the Lord! 

We bless you from the house of the 
Lord. 

27 The Lord is God, 

and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with 
branches, 

up to the horns of the altar! 

28 Thou art my God, and I will give 

thanks to thee; 

thou art my God, I will extol thee. 

29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good; 


9 Kow can a young man keep his way 
pure? 

By guarding it according to thy 
word. 

1° With my whole heart I seek thee; 
let me not wander from thy com¬ 
mandments! 

11 I have laid up thy word in my heart, 

that I might not sin against thee. 

12 Blessed be thou, O Lord; 

teach me thy statutes! 

13 With my lips I declare 

all the ordinances of thy mouth. 

14 In the way of thy testimonies I de¬ 

light 

as much as in all riches. 

15 I will meditate on thy precepts, 

and fix my eyes on thy ways. 

16 I will delight in thy statutes; 

I will not forget thy word. 

17 Deal bountifully with thy servant, 

that I may live and observe thy 
word. 

18 Open my eyes, that I may behold 

wondrous things out of thy law. 

19 I am a sojourner on earth; 

hide not thy commandments from 
me! 

29 My soul is consumed with longing 
for thy ordinances at all times. 


118.22-231 Mt 21.42; Mk 12.10-11; Lk 20.17; Acts 4.11; 1 Pet 2.7. 
118.25-28: Mt 21.9; 23.39; Mk 11.9-10; Lk 13.35; 19.38; Jn 12.13. 
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21 Thou dost rebuke the insolent, ac¬ 

cursed ones, 

who wander from thy command¬ 
ments ; 

22 take away from me their scorn and 

contempt, 

for I have kept thy testimonies. 

23 Even though princes sit plotting 

against me, 

thy servant will meditate on thy 
statutes. 

24 Thy testimonies are my delight, 

they arc my counsellors. 

25 My soul cleaves to the dust; 

revive me according to thy word! 

26 When I told of my ways, thou didst 

answer me; 
teach me thy statutes 1 

27 Make me understand the way of thy 

precepts, 

and I will meditate on thy won¬ 
drous works. 

28 My soul melts away for sorrow; 

strengthen me according to thy 
word! 

29 Put false ways far from me; 

and graciously teach me thy law! 

30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness, 

I set thy ordinances before me. 

31 I cleave to thy testimonies, O Lord; 

let me not be put to shame! 

32 I will run in the way of thy com¬ 

mandments 

when thou enlargest my under¬ 
standing ! 

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy 

statutes; 

and I will keep it to the end. 

34 Give me understanding, that I may 

keep thy law 

and observe it with my whole 
heart. 

35 Lead me in the path of thy com¬ 

mandments, 
for I delight in it. 

36 Incline my heart to thy testimonies, 

and not to gain! 

37 Turn my eyes from looking at 

vanities; 

and give me life in thy ways. 

38 Confirm to thy servant thy promise, 

which is for those who fear thee. 

39 Turn away the reproach which I 

dread; 

for thy ordinances are good. 

40 Behold, I long for thy precepts; 

in thy righteousness give me life I 


41 Let thy steadfast love come to me, 

O Lord, 

thy salvation according to thy 
promise. 

42 then shall I have an answer for those 

who taunt me, 
for I trust in thy word. 

43 And take not the word of truth 

utterly out of my mouth, 
for my hope is in thy ordinances. 

44 I will keep thy law continually, 

for ever and ever; 

45 and I shall walk at liberty, 

for I have sought thy precepts. 

46 I will also speak of thy testimonies 

before kings, 

and shall not be put to shame; 

47 for I find my delight in thy com¬ 

mandments, 
which I love. 

48 I revere thy commandments, which I 

love, 

and I will meditate on thy statutes. 

49 Remember thy word to thy servant, 

in which thou hast made me hope. 

50 This is my comfort in my affliction 

that thy promise gives me life. 

51 Godless men utterly deride me, 

but I do not turn away from thy law. 

52 When I think of thy ordinances from 

of old, 

I take comfort, O Lord. 

53 Hot indignation seizes me because of 

the wicked, 
who forsake thy law. 

54 Thy statutes have been my songs 

in the house of my pilgrimage. 

55 I remember thy name in the night, O 

Lord, 

and keep thy law. 

56 This blessing has fallen to me, 

that I have kept thy precepts. 

57 The Lord is my portion; 

I promise to keep thy words. 

58 I entreat thy favour with all my heart; 

be gracious to me according to thy 
promise. 

59 When I think of thy ways, 

I turn my feet to thy testimonies; 

60 I hasten and do not delay 

to keep thy commandments. 

61 Though the cords of the wicked en¬ 

snare me, 

I do not forget thy law. 

62 At midnight I rise to praise thee, 

because of thy righteous ordi¬ 
nances. 
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^Iama companion of all who fear thee, 
of those who keep thy precepts. 

«The earth, 0 Lord, is full of thy 
steadfast love; 
teach me thy statutes! 

65 Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, 
O Lord, according to thy word. 
to Teach me good judgment and knowl¬ 
edge, 

for I believe in thy command¬ 
ments. 

57 Before I was afflicted 1 went astray; 

but now I keep thy word. 
to Thou art good and doest good; 
teach me thy statutes. 

69 The godless besmear me with lies, 

but with my whole heart l keep thy 
precepts; 

70 their heart is gross like fat, 

but I delight in thy law. 

71 It is good for me that I was afflicted, 

that I might learn thy statutes. 

72 The law of thy mouth is better to me 

than thousands of gold and silver 
pieces. 

73 Thy hands have made and fashioned 

me; 

give me understanding that I may 
learn thy commandments. 

74 Those who fear thee shall see me and 

rejoice, 

because I have hoped in thy word. 

7 5 I know, O Lord, that thy judgments 

are right, 

and that in faithfulness thou hast 
afflicted me. 

76 Let thy steadfast love be ready to 

comfort me 

according to thy promise to thy 
servant. 

77 Let thy mercy come to me, that I 

may live; 

for thy law is my delight. 

78 Let the godless be put to shame, 

because they have subverted me 
with guile; 

as for me, I will meditate on thy 
precepts. 

79 Let those who fear thee turn to me, 

that they may know thy testi¬ 
monies. 

80 May my heart be blameless in thy 

statutes, 

that I may not be put to shame! 

81 My soul languishes for thy salvation; 

I hope in thy word. 


82 My eyes fail with watching for thy 

promise; 

I ask, “When wilt thou comfort 
me?” 

83 For I have become like a wineskin in 

the smoke, 

yet I have not forgotten thy 
statutes. 

84 How long must thy servant endure? 

When wilt thou judge those who 
persecute me? 

85 Godless men have dug pitfalls for 

me, 

men who do not conform to thy 
law. 

86 All thy commandments are sure; 

they persecute me with falsehood; 
help me! 

87 They have almost made an end of me 

on earth; 

but I have not forsaken thy pre¬ 
cepts. 

88 In thy steadfast love spare my life, 

that I may keep the testimonies of 
thy mouth. 

89 For ever, O Lord, thy word 

is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

90 Thy faithfulness endures to all gen¬ 

erations ; 

thou hast established the earth, 
and it stands fast. 

91 By thy appointment they stand this 

day; 

for all things are thy servants. 

92 If thy law had not been my delight, 

I should have perished in my 
affliction. 

93 I will never forget thy precepts; 

for by them thou hast given me 
life. 

94 I am thine, save me; 

for I have sought thy precepts. 

95 The wicked lie in wait to destroy me; 

but I consider thy testimonies. 

96 I have seen a limit to all perfection, 

but thy commandment is exceed¬ 
ingly broad. 

97 Oh, how I love thy law! 

It is my meditation all the day. 

98 Thy commandment makes me wiser 

than my enemies, 
for it is ever with me. 

99 1 have more understanding than all 
my teachers, 

for thy testimonies are my medi¬ 
tation. 

100 1 understand more than the aged. 
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for I keep thy precepts. 

101 I hold back my feet from every evil 

way, 

m order to keep thy word. 

102 I do not turn aside from thy ordi¬ 

nances, 

for thou hast taught me. 

103 How sweet are thy words to my 

taste, 

sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

104 Through thy precepts I get under¬ 

standing; 

therefore I hate every false way. 

2 05 Thy word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path. 
i06 I have sworn an oath and confirmed 
it, 

to observe thy righteous ordi¬ 
nances. 

l°7 1 am sorely afflicted; 

give me life, O Lord, according to 
thy word! 

108 Accept my offerings of praise, O 
Lord, 

and teach me thy ordinances. 

*09 1 hold my life in my hand con¬ 
tinually, 

but I do not forget thy law. 

210 The wicked have laid a snare for 
me, 

but 1 do not stray from thy pre¬ 
cepts. 

HI Thy testimonies are my heritage for 
ever; 

yea, they are the joy of my heart. 

112 I incline my heart to perform, thy 

statutes 

for ever, to the end. 

113 I hate double-minded men, 

but I love thy law. 

114 Thou art my hiding place and my 

shield; 

I hope in thy word. 

115 Depart from me, you evildoers, 

that I may keep the command¬ 
ments of my God. 

116 Uphold me according to thy prom¬ 

ise, that I may live, 
and let me not be put to shame in 
my hope! 

in Hold me up, that I may be safe 

and have regard for thy statutes 
continually! 

118 Thou dost spurn all who go astray 
from thy statutes ; 
yea, their cunning is in vain. 

* Gk Jerome: Hcb uncertain 


1 19 All the wicked of the earth thou dost 

cotmt as dross; 

therefore I love thy testimonies. 

120 My flesh tr unbles for fear of thee, 

and I am afraid of thy judgments. 

121 I have done what is just and right; 

do not leave me to my oppressors. 

122 Be surety for thy servant for good; 

let not the godless oppress me. 

123 My eyes fad with watching for thy 

salvation, 

and for the fulfilment of thy right¬ 
eous promise. 

124 Deal with thy servant according to 

thy steadfast love, 
and teach me thy statutes. 

125 I am thy servant; give me under¬ 

standing, 

that I may know thy testimonies! 

126 it is time for the Lord to act, 

for thy law has been broken. 

127 Therefore I love thy command¬ 

ments 

above gold, above fine gold. 

128 Therefore I direct my steps by all 

rhy precepts;* 

I hate every false way. 

$29 Thy testimonies are wonderful; 
therefore my soul keeps them. 

130 The unfolding of thy words gives 

light; 

it imparts understanding to the 
simple. 

131 With open mouth I pant, 

because I long for thy command¬ 
ments. 

232 Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
as is thy wont toward those who 
love thy name. 

133 Keep steady my steps according to 

thy promise, 

and let no iniquity get dominion 
over me. 

134 Redeem me from man’s oppression, 

that I may keep thy precepts. 

135 Make thy face shine upon thy serv¬ 

ant, 

and teach me thy statutes. 

136 My eyes shed streams of tears, 

because men do not keep thy law. 

137 Righteous art thou, O Lord, 

and right are thy judgments. 

138 Thou hast appointed thy testimonies 

in righteousness 

and in all faithfulness.- 
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139 My zeal consumes me, 

because my foes forget thy words, 
wo Thy promise is well tried, 
and thy servant loves it. 

1 41 I am small and despised, 

yet I do not forget thy precepts. 

142 Thy righteousness is righteous for 

ever, 

and thy law is true. 

143 Trouble and anguish have come 

upon me, 

but thy commandments are my 
delight. 

144 Thy testimonies are righteous for 

ever; 

give me understanding that I may 
live. 

* 45 With my whole heart I cry; 
answer me, O Lord ! 

I will keep thy statutes. 

146 1 cry to thee; save me, 

that I may observe thy testimonies. 

147 I rise before dawn and cry for help; 

I hope in thy words. 

148 My eyes are awake before the 

watches of the night, 
that I may meditate upon thy 
promise. 

149 Hear my voice in thy steadfast love; 

O Lord, in thy justice preserve my 
life. 

150 They draw near who persecute me 

with evil purpose; 
they are far from thy law. 

151 But thou art near, O Lord, 

and all thy commandments are 
true. 

132 Long have I known from thy testi¬ 
monies 

that thou hast founded them for 
ever. 

153 Look on my affliction and deliver 

me, 

for I do not forget thy law. 

154 Plead my cause and redeem me; 

give me life according to thy prom¬ 
ise! 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 

for they do not seek thy statutes. 

156 Great is thy mercy, O Lord; 

give me life according to thy 
justice. 

157 Many are my persecutors and my 

adversaries, 

but I do not swerve from thy 
testimonies. 

158 I look at the faithless with disgust. 


“Thy word is truth 91 
because they do not keep thy com¬ 
mands. 

159 Consider how I love thy precepts! 

Preserve my life according to thy 
steadfast love. 

160 The sum of thy word is truth; 

and every one of thy righteous 
ordinances endures for ever. 

161 Princes persecute me without cause, 

but my heart stands in awe of dry 
words. 

1 62 1 rejoice at thy word 

like one who finds great spoil* 

153 I hate and abhor falsehood, 
but 1 love thy law. 

1 64 Seven times a day I praise thee 

for thy righteous ordinances. 

1 65 Great peace have those who love thy 

law; 

nothing can make them stumble. 

466 I hope for thy salvation, O Lord, 
and I do thy commandments. 

167 My soul keeps thy testimonies; 

I love them exceedingly. 

16« I keep thy precepts and testimonies, 
for all my ways are before diec. 

169 Let mv cry come before thee, O 

Lord; 

give me understanding according 
to thy word! 

170 Let my supplication come before 

thee; 

deliver me according to thy word. 

171 My lips will pour forth praise 

that thou dost teach me thy 
statutes. 

172 My tongue will sing of thy word, 

for all thy commandments are 
right. 

173 Let thy hand be ready to help me, 

for I have chosen thy precepts. 

174 I long for thy salvation, O Lord, 

and thy law is my delight. 

175 Let me live, that I may praise thee, 

and let thy ordinances help me. 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep; 
seek thy servant, 

for I do not forget thy command¬ 
ments. 


A Song of Ascents. 

120 ^In my distress I cry to the 

that he may answer me: 

2 “Deliver me, O Lord, 
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“The Lord is your keeper” 
from lying lips, 
from a deceitful tongue/* 


3 


4 


What shall be given to you? 

And what more shall be done to 

you* 

you deceitful tongue? 

A warrior’s sharp arrows, 

with glowing coals of the broom 
tree! 


3 Woe is me, that I sojourn in Meshech, 
that I dwell among the tents of 
Kedar! 

*Too long have I had my dwelling 
among those who hate peace. 

71 am for peace; 
but when I speak, 
they are for war! 
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4 to which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD, 
as was decreed for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the 
Lord. 

5 There thrones for judgment were set, 

the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

“May they prosper who love you? 

7 Peace be within your walls, 

and security within your towers!” 

8 For my brethren and companions’ sake 

1 will say, “Peace be within you!” 

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD 

our God, 

I will seek your good. 


A Song of Ascents. 


A Song of Ascents. 

m l lift up my eyes to the hills. 
From whence does my help 
come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth. 


3 He will not let your foot be moved, 

he who keeps you will not slumber. 

4 Behold, he who keeps Israel 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lord is your keeper; 

the Lord is your shade 
on your right hand. 

0 The sun shall not smite you by day, 
nor the moon by night. 


To thee I lift up my eyes & 
XJL3 O thou who art enthroned 
in the heavens! 

2 Behold, as the eyes of servants 

look to the hand of their master, 
as the eyes of a maid 

to die hand of her mistress, 
so our eyes look to the Lord our God, 
till he have mercy upon us. 

3 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have 

mercy upon us, 

for we have had more than enough 
of contempt. 

4 Too long our soul has been sated 

with the scorn of those who are at 
ease, 

the contempt of the proud. 


7 The Lord will keep you from all evil; 

he will keep your life. 

® The Lord will keep 

your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth and for ever¬ 
more. 


A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

122 , I was glad when they said to 

“Let us go to the house of the 
Lord!” 

2 Our feet have been standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

3 Jerusalem, built as a city 

which is bound firmly together. 


A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

m lf it had not been the Lord 
who was on our side, 
let Israel now say— 

2 if it had not been the Lord who was 
on our side, 

when men rose up against us, 

3 then they would have swallowed us 
up alive, 

when their anger was kindled 
against us; 

4 then the flood would have swept us 
away, 

the torrent would have gone over 
us; 

$ then over us would have gone 
the raging waters. 
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6 Blessed be the Lord, 

who has not given us 
as prey to their teeth! 

7 We have escaped as a bird 

from the snare of the fowlers; 
the snare is broken, 
and we have escaped! 


Blessedness of the godly 

5 May those who sow in tears 

reap with shouts of joy! 

6 He that goes forth weeping, 

bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of 
joy, 

bringing his sheaves with him. 


8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth. 


A Song of Ascents. 

4 ^ S Those who trust in the Lord 
XzLm} are like Mount Zion, 

which cannot be moved, but abides 
for ever. 

2 As the mountains are round about 

Jerusalem, 

so the Lord is round about his 
people, 

from this time forth and for ever¬ 
more. 

3 For the sceptre of wickedness shall 

not rest 

upon the land allotted to the 
righteous, 

lest the righteous put forth 
their hands to do wrong. 

* Do good, O Lord, to those who are 
good, 

and to those who are upright in 
their hearts! 

5 But those who turn aside upon their 
crooked ways 

the Lord will lead away with evil¬ 
doers ! 

Peace be in Israeli 


A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon. 

m Unless the Lord builds the 
house, 

those who build it labour in vain. 
Unless the Lord watches over the 
city, 

the watchman stays awake in vam. 
2 It is in vain that you rise up early 
and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious toil; 
for m he gives to his beloved sleep,, 

3 Lo, sons are a heritage from the 
Lord, 

the fruit of the womb a reward. 

4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
are the sons of one's youth. 

5 Happy is the man who has 
his quiver full of them! 

He shall not be put to shame 

when he speaks with his enemies 
in the gate. 


A Song of Ascents. 

1 When the Lord restored the 
XjL\J fortunes of Zion,* 

we were like those who dream. 

2 Then our mouth was filled with 

laughter, 

and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then they said among the nations, 
“The Lord has done great things 
for them.” 

3 The Lord has done great things for 

us; 

we are glad. 

4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

like the watercourses in the Negeb! 

^Ox brought back those who returned to Zion m Another 


A Song of Ascents. 

m Blessed is every one who 
fears the Lord, 
who walks in his ways! 

2 You shall eat the fruit of the labour 
of your hands; 

you shall be happy, and it shall be 
well with you. 

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
within your house; 
your children will be like olive shoots 
around your table. 

4 Lo, thus shall the man be blessed 
who fears the Lord. 

5 The Lord bless you from Zion! 

May you see the prosperity of 
Jerusalem 

all the days of your life! 

6 May you see your children’s chil¬ 
dren! 

Peace be upon Israeli 

reading it SO 
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Hope in prayer 

A Song of Ascents* 
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A Song of Ascents. Of David. 


19Q “Sorely have they afflicted 
LjL-S me from my youths 
let Israel now say— 

2 “Sorely have they afflicted me from 

my youth, 

yet they have not prevailed against 
me. 

3 The ploughers ploughed upon my 

back; 

they made long their furrows.” 

* The Lord is righteous; 

he has cut the cords of the wicked. 
5 May all who hate Zion 

be put to shame and turned back¬ 
ward! 

<5 Let them be like the grass on the 
housetops, 

which withers before *.t grows up, 

7 with which the reaper does not fill his 

hand 

or the binder of sheaves his bosem, 

8 while those who pass by do not say, 

“The blessing of the Lord be upon 
you! 

We bless you in the name of the 
Lord!” 

A Song of Ascents. 

Out of the depths I cry to 
131/ thee, O Lord! 

2 Lord, hear my voice! 

Let thy ears be attentive 

to the voice of my supplications! 

3 If thou, O Lord, should st mark 

iniquities. 

Lord, who could stand? 

4 But there is forgiveness with thee, 

that thou mayest be feared. 

5 I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 

and in his word I hope; 

6 my soul waits for the Lord 

more than watchmen for the 
morning, 

more than watchmen for the 
morning. 

7 O Israel, hope in the Lord ! 

For with the Lord there is stead¬ 
fast Jove, 

and with him is plenteous re¬ 
demption. 

* And he will redeem Israel 

from all his iniquities. 


m O Lord, my heart is not 
lifted up, 

my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things 
too great and too marvellous for me. 
2 But I have calmed and quieted my 
soul, 

like a child quieted at its mother’s 
breast; 

like a child that is quieted is my 
soul. 

3 O Israel, hope in the Lord 

from this time forth and for ever- 


A Song of Ascents. 

m Remember, O Lord, in 
David’s favour, 
all the hardships he endured; 

2 how he sv/ore to the Lord 

and vowed to the .Mighty One of 
Jacob, 

3 “I will not enter my house 
or get into my bed; 

4 I will not give sleep to my eyes 
or slumber to my eyelids, 
s until I find a place for the Lord, 
a dwelling place for the Mighty 
One of Jacob.” 

6 Lo, we heard of it in Eph'rathah, 
we found it in the fields of Ja'ar. 

7 “Let us go to his dwelling place; 
let us worship at his footstool!” 

8 Arise, O Lord, and go to thy resting 
place, 

thou and the ark of thy might. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with 
righteousness, 

and let thy saints shout for joy. 

10 For thy servant David’s sake 

do not turn away the face of thy 
anointed one. 

11 The Lord swore to David a sure oath 
from which he will not turn back: 
“One of the sons of your body 
I will set on your throne. 

12 If your sons keep my covenant 

and my testimonies which I shall 
teach them, 

their sons also for ever 

shall sit upon your throne/* 


130.3: Ps 143.2, Rom 3.20i Gal 2.16. 132.11: Ps 89.3-4; Acts 2.30. 
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13 For the Lord has chosen Zion; 

he has desired it for his habitation: 

14 ‘‘This is my resting place for ever; 

here I will dwell, for I have desired 
it. 

15 I will abundantly bless her provi¬ 

sions; 

I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

16 Her priests I will clothe with salva¬ 

tion, 

and her saints will shout for joy. 

17 There I will make a horn to sprout 

for David; 

I have prepared a lamp for my 
anointed. 

l# His enemies I will clothe with shame, 
but upon himself his crown will 
shed its lustre.” 


A Song of Ascents. 

m Behold, how good and pleas- 
ant it is 

when brothers dwell in unity! 

2 It is like the precious oil upon the 
head, 

running down upon the beard, 
upon the beard of Aaron, 

running down on the collar of his 
robes! 

3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

which falls on the mountains of 
Zion! 

For there the Lord has commanded 
the blessing, 
life for evermore. 


A Song of Ascents. 

m Come, bless the Lord, 

all you servants of the Lord, 
who stand by night in the house of 
the Lord! 

2 Lift up your hands to the holy place, 
and bless the Lord! 

3 May the Lord bless you from Zion, 
he who made heaven and earth! 

1 3 C Praise the Lord. 

AdJ Praise the name of the Lord, 
give praise, O servants of the Lord, 
2 you that stand in the house of the 
Lord, 

in the courts of the house of our 
God! 

135.14: Heb 10.30. 135.15-18: Ps 115.4-8. 


Works of God 

3 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is 

good; „ , . . 

sing to his name, for he is gracious! 

4 For the Lord has chosen Jacob for 

himself, 

Israel as his own possession. 

5 For I know that the Lord is great, 

and that our Lord is above all 
gods. 

6 Whatever the Lord pleases he does, 

in heaven and on earth, 
in the seas and all deeps. 

7 He it is who makes the clouds rise at 

the end of the earth, 
who makes hghtnings for the 
rain 

and brings forth the wind from his 
storehouses. 

8 He it was who smote the first-born of 

Egypt, 

both of man and of beast; 

9 who in thy midst, O Egypt, 

sent signs and wonders 
against Pharaoh and all his serv¬ 
ants ; 

10 who smote many nations 

and slew mighty kings, 

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

and Og, king of Bashan, 
and all the kingdoms of Canaan, 

12 and gave their land as a heritage, 

a heritage to his people Israel. 

13 Thy name, O Lord, endures for ever, 

thy renown, O Lord, throughout 
all ages. 

14 For the Lord will vindicate his 

people, 

and have compassion on his serv¬ 
ants. 

15 The idols of the nations are silver and 

gold, 

the work of men’s hands. 

16 They have mouths, but they speak 

not, 

they have eyes, but they see not, 

17 they have ears, but they hear not, 

nor is there any breath in their 
mouths. 

18 Like them be those who make 

them!— 

yea, every one who trusts in them! 

19 O house of Israel, bless the Lord! 

O house of Aaron, bless the Lord! 
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20 O house of Levi, bless the Lord ! 

You that fear the Lord, bless the 
Lord! 

21 Blessed be the Lord from Zion, 

he who dwells in Jerusalem! 

Praise the Lord l 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, 
JLJ/O for he is good, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever. 

2 O give thanks to the God of gods, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever. 

3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords, 

for his steadfast love endures fox 
ever; 

4 to him who alone does great wonders, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

5 to him who by understanding made 

the heavens, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

6 to him who spread out the earth upon 

the waters, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

7 to him who made the great lights, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

* the sun to rule over the day, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

9 the moon and stars to rule over die 

night, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

10 to him who smote the first-bom of 

Egypt, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

11 and brought Israel out from among 

them, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

12 with a strong hand and an out¬ 

stretched arm, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

13 to him who divided the Red Sea in 

sunder, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

14 and made Israel pass through the 

midst of it, 

0 Heb streams r Or poplars 


for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his host 
in the Red Sea, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

!6 to him who led his people through 
the wilderness, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

17 to him who smote great kings, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

13 and slew famous kings, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

39 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

20 and Og, king of Bashan, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

21 and gave their land as a heritage, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

22 a heritage to Israel his servant, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever. 

23 It is he who remembered us in our 

low estate, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

24 and rescued us from our foes, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever; 

25 he who gives food to all flesh, 

for his steadfast love endures for 
ever. 

26 O give thanks to the God of heaven, 

for his steadfast love endures for 


m By the waters® of Babylon, 
there we sat down and wept, 
when we remembered Zion. 

2 On the willows? there 
we hung up our lyres. 

3 For there our captors 
required of us songs, 
and our tormentors, mirth, saying, 
“Sing us one of the songs of 
Zion!” 

4 How shall we sing the Lord’s song 
in a foreign land? 

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
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let my right hand wither! 

• Let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth, 

if I do not remember you, 
if I do not set Jerusalem 

above my highest joy! 

1 Remember, O Lord, against the 
E'domites 

the day of Jerusalem, 
how they said, “Rase it, rase it! 

Down to its foundations!’* 

®0 daughter of Babylon, you devas¬ 
tator!« 

Happy shall he be who requites 
you 

with what you have done to us! 

® Happy shall he be who takes your 
little ones 

and dashes them against the rock! 


A Psalm of David. 

'IQ I give thee thanks, O Lord, 
J.OO with my whole heart; 

before the gods I sing thy praise; 

2 I bow down toward thy holy temple 
and give thanks to thy name for 
thy steadfast love and thy faith¬ 
fulness ; 

for thou hast exalted above every¬ 
thing 

thy name and thy word. r 
® On the day I called, thou didst an¬ 
swer me, 

my strength of soul thou didst in¬ 
crease.* 

^ All the kings of the earth shall praise 
thee, O Lord, 

for they have heard the words of 
thy mouth ; 

5 and they shall sing of the ways of the 

Lord, 

for great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 For though the Lord is high, he re¬ 

gards the lowly; 

but the haughty he knows from 
afar. 

* Though I walk in the midst of 
trouble, 

thou dost preserve my life; 
thou dost stretch out thy hand against 
the wrath of my enemies, 


God's omniscience 
and thy right hand delivers me. 

8 The Lord will fulfil his purpose for 
me; 

thy steadfast love, O Lord, en¬ 
dures for ever. 

Do not forsake the work of thy 
hands. 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

O Lord, thou hast searched 
ID-' me and known me! 

2 Thou knowest when I sit down and 

when I rise up; 

thou discemest my thoughts from 
afar. 

3 Thou searches! out my path and my 

lying down, 

and art acquainted with all my 
ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

lo, O Lord, thou knowest it alto¬ 
gether. 

5 Thou dost beset me behind and 

before, 

and layest thy hand upon me. 

<> Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
me; 

it is high, I cannot attain it. 

I Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? 

8 If I ascend to heaven, thou art there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, thou 
art there! 

9 If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea, 

even there thy hand shall lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. 

II If I say, “Let only darkness cover 

me, 

and the light about me be night,** 

12 even the darkness is not dark to thee, 

the night is bright as the day; 
for darkness is as light with thee. 

13 For thou didst form my inward 

parts, 

thou didst knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. 

14 I praise thee, for thou art fearful and 

wonderful.* 

Wonderful are thy works! 


f pr you who are devastated r Cn: Heb thou hast exalted thy word above all thy m 
•* ^ om P ,urc G* Tg: Heb thou didst make me arrogant in my soul with strength 
•Co Compare Gk Syr Jerome: Heb /earful things J am wonderful 



Prayer against the wicked 
Thou knowest me right well; 

15 my frame was not hidden from 

thee, 

when I was being made in secret, 
intricately wrought in the depths 
of the earth. 

16 Thy eyes beheld my unformed sub¬ 

stance ; 

in thy book were written, every one 
of them, 

the days that were formed for me, 
when as yet there was none of 
them. 

* 7 How precious to me are thy thoughts, 
OGod! 

How vast is the sum of them! 

* 8 If I would count them, they are more 
than the sand. 

When I awake, I am sdll with 
thee." 

O that thou wouldst slay the wicked, 
O God, 

and that men of blood would de¬ 
part from me, 

20 men who maliciously defy thee, 

who lift themselves up against thee 
for evil! ® 

21 Do I not hate them that hate thee, 

O Lord? 

And do I not loathe them that rise 
up against thee? 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred; 

I count them my enemies. 

23 Search me, O God, and know my 

heart l 

Try me and know my thoughts! 

24 And see if there be any wicked w way 

in me, 

and lead me in the way ever¬ 
lasting!* 


To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

4 4A Deliver me, O Lord, from 
evil men; 

preserve me from violent men, 

2 who plan evil things in their heart, 
and stir up wars continually. 

2 They make their tongue sharp as a 
serpent’s, 

and under their lips is the poison 
of vipers. Selah 
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4 Guard me, O Lord, from the hands 

of the wicked; 

preserve me from violent men, 
who have planned to trip up my 
feet. 

5 Arrogant men have hidden a trap for 

me, 

and with cords they have spread a 
net,tf 

by the wayside they have set snares 
for me. Selah 

<51 say to the Lord, Thou art my God; 
give ear to the voice of my sup¬ 
plications, O Lord! 

7 O Lord, my Lord, my strong de¬ 

liverer, 

thou hast covered my head in the 
day of battle. 

8 Grant not, O Lord, the desires of the 

wicked; 

do not further his evil plot! Selah 

9 Those who surround me lift up their 

head, 2 

let the mischief of their lips over¬ 
whelm them! 

1° Let burning coals fall upon them! 
Let them be cast into pits, no more 
to rise! 

11 Let not the slanderer be established 
in the land; 

let evil hunt down the violent man 
speedily! 

*2 I know that the Lord maintains the 
cause of the afflicted, 
and executes justice for the needy. 
13 Surely the Tighteous shall give thanks 
to thy name; 

the upright shall dwell in thy 
presence. 


A Psalm of David. 

14.1 1 caI1 upon thee > O Lord; 

make haste to me! 

Give ear to my voice, when I call 
to thee! 

2 Let my prayer be counted as incense 
before thee, 

and the lifting up of my hands as 
an evening sacrifice 1 
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* Or were I to come to the end I would still be with thee 
v Cn: Heb uncertain w Hcb hurtful 

x Or the ancient way. Compare Jer 6.16. V Or they have spread cords as a net 

* Cn Compare Gk: Heb those who surround me are uplifted in head 
I40u3t Rom 3.13. 141.2: Rev 5.8; 8.3-4. 
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3 Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord, 

keep watch over the door of my 
lips! 

4 Incline not my heart to any evil, 

to busy myself with wicked deeds 
in company with men who work in¬ 
iquity; 

and let me not eat of their dainties l 

s Let a good man strike or rebuke me 
in kindness, 

but let the oil of the wicked never 
anoint my head ; a 
for my prayer is continually** 
against their wicked deeds. 

4 When they are given over to those 
who shall condemn them, 
then they shall learn that the word 
of the Lord is true. 

7 As a rock which one cleaves and 

shatters on the land, 
so shall their bones be strewn at 
the mouth of Sheol.‘ ; 

8 But my eyes are toward thee, O 

Lord God; 

in thee I seek refuge; leave me not 
defenceless! 

9 Keep me from the trap which they 

have laid for me, 
and from the snares of evildoers! 

10 Let the wicked together fall into their 

own nets, 
while I escape. 


A Maskil of David, when he was in the 
cave. A Prayer. 

iAO I cry with nay voice to the 
IrrJLi Lord, 

with my voice I make supplication 
to the Lord, 

21 pour out my complaint before 
him, 

I tell my trouble before him. 

^ When my spirit is faint, 
thou knowest my way! 

In the path where I walk 
they have hidden a trap for me. 

4 1 look to the right and watch, d 

but there is none who takes notice 
of me; 

no refuge remains to me, 
no man cares for me. 
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5 1 cry to thee, O Lord ; 

I say, Thou art my refuge, 
my portion in the land of the living. 

6 Give heed to my cry; 
for I am brought very low! 

Deliver me from my persecutors; 
for they are too strong for me! 

7 Bring me out of prison, 
that I may give thanks to thy name! 

The righteous will surround me; 
for thou wilt deal bountifully with 
me. 


A Psalm of David. 

t >! 3 Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
ItJ give ear to my supplications 8 
In thy faithfulness answer me, 
in thy righteousness! 

2 Enter not into judgment with thy 

servant; 

for no man living is righteous be¬ 
fore thee. 

3 For the enemy has pursued me; 

he has crushed my life to the 
ground; 

he has made me sit in darkness like 
those long dead. 

4 Therefore my spirit faints within me; 

my heart within me is appalled. 

s I remember the days of old, 

I meditate on all that thou hast 
done; 

I muse on what thy hands have 
wrought. 

6 I stretch out my hands to thee; 

my soul thirsts for thee like a 
parched land. Selah 

7 Make haste to answer me, O Lord! 

My spirit fails! 

Hide not thy face from me, 

lest I be like those who go down 
to the Pit. 

8 Let me hear in the morning of thy 

steadfast love, 
for in thee I put my trust. 

Teach me the way I should go, 
for to thee I lift up my soul. 

9 Deliver me, O Lord, from my 

enemies! 


a Gk: Hcb obscure b Cn: Heb for continually and my prayer c The Hebrew of verses 5-7 is obscure 
d Or Look to the right and watch 
143.2: Ps 130.3; Rom 3.20; Gal 2.16. 
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I have fled to thee for refuge l e 

10 Teach me to do thy will, 

for thou art my God! 

Let thy good spirit lead me 
on a level path! 

11 For thy name’s sake, O Lord, pre¬ 

serve my life! 

In thy righteousness bring me out 
of trouble! 

12 And in thy steadfast love cut off my 

enemies, 

and destroy all my adversaries* 
for I am thy servant. 


A Psalm of David. 

144 Blessed be the Lord, my 

who trains my hands for war, 
and my fingers for battle; 

2 my rock/ and my fortress, 

my stronghold and my deliverer, 
my shield and he in whom I take 
refuge, 

who subdues the peoples under 
him.? 

8 O Lord, what is man that thou dost 
regard him, 

or the son of man that thou dost 
think of him? 

4 Man is like a breath, 

his days are like a passing shadow. 

5 Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come 

down! 

Touch the mountains that they 
smoke 1 

6 Flash forth the lightning and scatter 

them, 

send out thy arrows and rout them! 

7 Stretch forth thy hand from on high, 

rescue me and deliver me from the 
many waters, 
from the hand of aliens, 

8 whose mouths speak lies, 

and whose right hand is a right 
hand of falsehood. 

* I will sing a new song to thee, O God; 
upon a ten-stringed harp I will play 
to thee, 

10 who givest victory to kings, 

who rescuest David thy A servant. 

11 Rescue me from the cruel sword, 
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and deliver me from the hand of 
aliens, 

whose mouths speak lies, 

and whose right hand is a right 
hand of falsehood. 

12 May our sons in their youth 
be like plants full grown, 

our daughters like corner pillars 
cut for the structure of a palace; 

13 may our garners be full, 
providing all manner of store; 

may our sheep bring forth thousands 
and ten thousands in our fields; 

* 4 may our cattle be heavy with young, 
suffering no mischance or failure in 
bearing; 

mnv there be no cry of distress in our 
streets! 

15 Happy the people to whom such 
blessings fall! 

Happy the people whose God is the 
Lord! 


A Song of Praise. Of David. 

*j XC I will extol thee,my God and 
King, 

and bless thy name for ever and 
ever. 

2 Every day I will bless thee, 

and praise thy name for ever and 
ever. 

3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 

praised, 

and his greatness is unsearchable. 

4 One generation shall laud thy works 

to another, 

and shall declare thy mighty acts. 

5 On the glorious splendour of thy 

majesty, 

and on thy wondrous works, I will 
meditate. 

6 Men shall proclaim the might of thy 

terrible acts, 

and I will declare thy greatness. 

7 They shall pour forth the fame of thy 

abundant goodness, 
and shall sing aloud of thy right¬ 
eousness. 

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful. 

slow to anger and abounding m 
steadfast love. 

9 The Lord is good to all, 


* One Heb Ms Gk: Heb to thtt I have hidden With Ps 18-2 2 Sam 22.2: Heb my steadfast lent 

• Another reading is my people under me " Heb hit 
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and his compassion is over all that 
he has made. 

10 All thy works shall give thanks to 
thee, O Lord, 

and all thy saints shah bless thee! 
H They shall speak of the glory of thy 
kingdom., 

and tell of thy power, 

12 to make known to the sons of men 

thy '' mighty deeds, 
and the glorious splendour of thv ft 
kingdom. 

13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting king* 

dom, 

and thy dominion endures 
throughout all generations., 

The Lord is faithful in all his words, 
and gracious in all his deeds.* 

14 The Lord upholds all who are fall¬ 

ing, 

and raises up all who are bowed 
down. 

!5 The eyes of all look to thee, 

and thou givest them their food in. 
due season 

Thou openest thy hand, 
thou satisfiest the desire of every 
living thing. 

17 The Lord is just in all his ways, 

and kind in all his doings. 

18 The Lord is near to all who call upon 

him, 

to all who call upon him in truth. 

19 He fulfils the desire of all who fear 

him, 

he also hears their cry, and saves 
them. 

20 The Lord preserves all who love 

him; 

but all the wicked he will destroy,. 

21 My mouth will speak the praise of the 

Lord, 

and let all flesh bless his holy name 
for ever and ever. 

1 Af\ P ra * se t ^ ie Lord ! 

J.T’ll Praise the Lord, O my soul \ 

2 1 will praise the Lord as long as I 
live; 

I will sing praises to my God while 
I have being. 

3 Put not your trust in princes, 

in a son of man, in whom there is 
no help. 


Praise the Lord ” 

4 When his breath departs he returns 

to his earth; 

on that very day his plans perish. 

3 Happy is he whose help is the God of 
j acob, 

whose hope is in the Lord his God, 
® who made heaven and earth, 
the sea, and all that is in them; 
who keeps faith for ever; 

7 who executes justice for the op* 
pressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners tree', 

5 the Lord opens the eyes of the 

blind. 

The Lord lifts up those who are 
bowed down; 

the Lord loves the righteous. 

9 The Lord watches over the so- 

iourners, 

he upholds the widow and the 
fatherless; 

but the way of the wicked he brings 
to ruin. 

10 The Lord will reign for ever, 

thy God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Praise the Lord ! 

1 AH P ra * se Lord ! 

AT / For it is good to sing praises to 
our God; 

for he is gracious, and a song of 
praise is seemly. 

2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem ; 

he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted, 

and binds up their wounds. 

4 He determines the number of the 

stars, 

he gives to all of them their names. 

5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in 

power; 

his understanding is beyond meas¬ 
ure. 

6 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden, 

he casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; 

make melody to our God upon the 
lyre! 

8 He covers the heavens with clouds, 

he prepares rain for the earth, 
he makes grass grow upon the hills. 

9 He gives to the beasts their food, 

and to the young ravens which cry. 
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* Heb his * These two lines are supplied by one Hebrew Ms, Gk and Syr 
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10 His delight is not in the strength of 
the horse, 

nor his pleasure in the legs of a 
man; 

but the Lord takes pleasure in those 
who fear him, 

in those who hope in his steadfast 
love. 

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! 

Praise your God, O Zion! 

13 For he strengthens tire bars of your 

gates; 

he blesses your sons within you. 

1 4 He makes peace in your borders; 

he fills you with the finest of the 
wheat. 

*5 He sends forth his command to the 
earth; 

his word runs swiftly. 

He gives snow like wool; 

he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

57 He casts forth his ice like morsels; 
who can stand before his cold? 

He sends forth his word, and melts 
them; 

he makes his wind blow, and the 
waters flow. 

89 He declares his word to Jacob, 

his statutes and ordinances to 
Israel. 

20 He has not dealt thus with any other 
nation; 

they do not know his ordinances. 
Praise the Lord! 

*14ft ^ ra * sc Lord ! 

AT'O Praise the Lord from the 
heavens, 

praise him in the heights 1 

2 Praise him, all his angels, 

praise him, all his host! 

3 Praise him, sun and moon, 

praise him, all you shining stars! 

4 Praise him, you highest heavens, 

and you waters above the heavens! 

5 Let them praise the name of the 

Lord! 

For he commanded and they were 
created. 

6 And he established them for ever and 

ever; 

he fixed their bounds which can¬ 
not be passed .•> 

7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

*Or he set a law which cannot pass away 
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you sea monsters and all deeps, 
fire and hail, snow and frost, 

stormy wind fulfilling his com¬ 
mand! 

9 Mountains and all hills, 

fruit trees and all cedars! 

10 Beasts and all cattle, 

creeping things and flying birds! 

H Kings of the earth and all peoples. 

princes and all rulers of the earth! 
12 Young men and maidens together, 
old men and children! 

Let them praise the name of the 
Lord, 

for his name alone is exalted; 
his glory is above earth and heaven. 
I 4 He has raised up a horn for his peo¬ 
ple, 

praise for all his saints, 
for the people of Israel who are 
near to him. 

Praise the Lord! 

1 JO Praise the Lord! 

AT7 Sing to the Lord a new song, 
his praise in the assembly of the 
faithful! 

2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker, 

let the sons of Zion rejoice in their 
King! 

3 Let them praise his name with 

dancing, 

making melody to him with tim¬ 
brel and lyre! 

4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his 

people; 

he adorns the humble with vic¬ 
tory. 

3 Let the faithful exult in glory; 

let them sing for ioy on their 
couches. 

6 Let the high praises of God be in 

their throats 

and two-edged swords in their 
hands, 

7 to wreak vengeance on the nations 

and chastisement on the peoples, 

8 to bind their kings with chains 

and their nobles with fetters of 
iron, 

9 to execute on them the judgment 

written! 

This is glory for all his faithful 
ones. 

Praise the Lord! 
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1 ^ ra * se Lord! 

I*-'” Praise God in his sanctuary; 
praise him in his mighty firma¬ 
ment ! 

2 Praise him tor his mighty deeds; 

praise him according to his ex¬ 
ceeding greatness! 

3 Praise.him with trumpet sound; 


praise him with lute and harp! 

4 Praise him with timbrel and dance; 

praise him with strings and pipe! 

5 Praise him with sounding cymbals; 

praise him with loud dashing cym¬ 
bals! 

6 Let everything that breathes praise 

the Lord ! 

Praise the Lord! 



THE PROVERBS 


| The proverbs of Solomon* son of 
L David, king of Israel: 

2 That men may know wisdom and 

instruction, 

understand words of insight, 

3 receive instruction in wise dealing, 

righteousness, justice, and equity; 

4 that prudence may be given to the 

simple, 

knowledge and discretion to the 
youth— 

5 the wise man also may hear and 

increase in learning, 
and the man of understanding 
acquire skill, 

6 to understand a proverb and a 

figure, 

the words of the wise and their 
riddles. 

7 The fear of the Lord is the begin¬ 

ning of knowledge; 
fools despise wisdom and in¬ 
struction. 

8 Hear, my son, your father’s in¬ 

struction, 

and reject not your mother’s 
teaching; 

9 for they arc a fair garland for your 

head, 

and pendants for your neck. 

10 My son, if sinners entice you, 

do not consent. 

*1 If they say, “Come with us, let us 
lie in wait for blood, 
let us wantonly ambush the in¬ 
nocent ; 

12 like Shcol let us swallow them alive 

and whole, like those who go 
down to the Pit; 

13 we shall find all precious goods, 

we shall fill our houses with spoil; 

14 throw in your lot among us, 

we will all have one purse”— 

15 my son, do not walk in the way with 

them, 

hold back your foot from their 
paths; 

° Hcb uncertain b Hcb Turn c Heb spirit 
1.20-21: Prov 8.1-3. 


16 for their feet run to evil, 

and they make haste to shed 
blood. 

17 For in vain is a net spread 

in the sight of any bird; 

18 but these men lie in wait for their 

own blood, 

they set an ambush for their own 
lives. 

19 Such are the ways of all who get 

gain by violence; 

it takes away the life of its pos¬ 
sessors. 

20 Wisdom cries aloud in the street; 

in the markets she raises her voice; 

21 on the top of the walls'' she cries 

out; 

at the entrance of the city gates 
she speaks: 

22 “How long, O simple ones, will you 

love being simple? 

How long will scoffers delight in 
their scoffing 

and fools hate knowledge? 

23 Give heed 6 to my reproof; 
behold, I will pour out my thoughts* 

to you; 

I will make my words known to 
you. 

24 Because I have called and you re¬ 

fused to listen, 

have stretched out my hand and 
no one has heeded, 

25 and you have ignored all my counsel 

and would have none of my re¬ 
proof, 

26 I also will laugh at your calamity; 

I will mock when panic strikes 
you, 

27 when panic strikes you like a storm, 

and your calamity comes like a 
whirlwind, 

when distress and anguish come 
upon you. 

28 Then they will call upon me, but I 

will not answer; 

they will seek me diligently but 
will not find me. 

29 Because they hated knowledge 
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and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord, 

30 would have none of my counsel, 

and despised all my reproof, 

31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of 

their way 

and be sated with their own de¬ 
vices. 

32 For the simple are killed by their 

turning away, 

and the complacence of fools de¬ 
stroys them; 

33 but he who listens to me will dwell 

secure 

and will be at ease, without dread 
of evil.” 

2 My son, if you receive my words 
and treasure up my command¬ 
ments with you, 

2 making your ear attentive to wisdom 
and inclining your heart to un¬ 
derstanding; 

3 yes, if you cry out for insight 

and raise your voice for under¬ 
standing, 

4 if you seek it like silver 

and search for it as for hidden 
treasures; 

5 then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord 

and find the knowledge of God. 

* For the Lord gives wisdom; 

from his mouth come knowledge 
and understanding; 

7 he stores up sound wisdom for the 
upright; 

he is a shield to those who walk 
in integrity, 

8 guarding the paths of justice 

and preserving the way of his 
saints. 

9 Then you will understand right¬ 
eousness and justice 
and equity, every good path; 

10 for wisdom will come into your 
heart, 

and knowledge will be pleasant 
to your soul; 

11 discretion will watch over you; 

understanding will guard you; 

12 delivering you from the way of 
evil, 

from men of perverted speech, 

13 who forsake the paths of uprightness 
to walk in the ways of darkness, 

14 who rejoice in doing evil 


Reward of seeking wisdom 
and delight in the perverseness 
of evil; 

15 men whose paths are crooked, 

and who are devious in their ways,, 

16 You will be saved from the loose 4 

woman, 

from the adventuress' with her 
smooth words, 

* 7 who forsakes the companion of her 
youth 

and forgets the covenant of her 
God; 

* 8 for her house sinks down to death, 
and her paths to the shades; 

19 none who go to her come back 

nor do they regain the paths of 
life. 

20 So you will walk in the way of good 

men 

and keep to the paths of the 
righteous. 

211 For the upright will inhabit the land, 
and men of integrity will remain 
in it; 

22 but the wicked will be cut off from 
the land, 

and the treacherous will be rooted 
out of it. 

3 My son, do not forget my teaching, 
but let your heart keep my com¬ 
mandments; 

2 for length of days and years of life 
and abundant welfare will they 
give you. 

3 Let not loyalty and faithfulness 
forsake you; 

bind them about your neck, 
write them on the tablet of your 
heart. 

4 So you will find favour and good re¬ 
pute^ 

in the sight of God and man. 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart, 

and do not rely on your own in¬ 
sight. 

6 In all your ways acknowledge him, 
and he will make straight your 
paths. 

7 Be not wise in your own eyes; 

fear the Lord, and turn away from 
eviL 


d Heb strange * Heb foreign woman f Ca; Heb understanding 
3.4: Rom 12.17. 3.7: Rom 12.16. 
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8 It will be healing to your flesh o 

and refreshment 7 * to your bones* 

9 Honour the Lord with your substance 

and with the first fruits of all your 
produce; 

then your barns will be filled with 
plenty, 

and your vats will be bursting 
with wine. 


*1 My son, do not despise the Lord’s 
discipline 

or be weary of his reproof, 

12 for the Lord reproves him whom 

he loves, 

as a father the son in whom he 
delights, 

13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, 

and the man who gets under¬ 
standing, 

M for the gain from it is better than 
gain from silver 

and its profit better than gold. 

15 She is more precious than jewels, 

and nothing you desire can com¬ 
pare with her. 

16 Long life is in her right hand; 

in her left hand are riches and 
honour. 

37 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 

and all her paths are peace. 

18 She is a tree of life to those who lay 
hold of her; 

those who hold her fast are called 
happy. 


W The Lord by wisdom founded the 
earth; 

by understanding he established 
the heavens; 

20 by his knowledge the deeps broke 
forth, 

and the clouds drop down the dew. 


21 


22 

23 


My son, keep sound wisdom and 
discretion; 

let them not escape from your 
sight, 4 

and they will be life for your soul 
and adornment for your neck. 

Then you will walk on your way 
securely 

and your foot will not stumble. 


24 If you sit down,-* you will not be 

afraid; 

when you lie down, your sleep 
will be sweet. 

25 Do not be afraid of sudden panic, 

or of the ruin* of the wicked, 
when it comes; 

26 for the Lord will be your confidence 

and will keep your foot from 
being caught. 

27 Do not withhold good from those to 

whom it 4 is due, 

when it is in your power to do it. 

28 Do not say to your neighbour, “Go, 

and come again, 

tomorrow I will give it”—when 
you have if. with you. 

29 Do not plan evil against your neigh¬ 

bour 

who dwells trustingly beside you. 

30 Do not. contend with a man for no 

reason, 

when he has done you no harm. 

31 Do not envy a man of violence 

and do not choose any of his 
ways; 

32 for the perverse man is an abomi¬ 

nation to the Lord, 
but the upright are in his confi¬ 
dence. 

33 The Lord’s curse is on the house of 

the wicked, 

but he blesses the abode of the 
righteous 

34 Toward the scomers he is scornful, 

but to the humble he shows favour. 

35 The wise will inherit honour, 

but fools get m disgrace. 

4 Hear, O sons, a father’s instruc¬ 
tion; 

and be attentive, that you may 
gain* 1 insight; 

2 for I give you good precepts: 

do not forsake my teaching. 

3 When I was a son with my father, 
tender, the only one in the sight 
of my mother, 

4 he taught me, and said to me, 

“Let your heart hold fast my words; 
keep my commandments, and live; 
5 do not forget, and do not turn away 
from the words of my mouth. 
Get wisdom; get insight. 0 


f Hcb navel h Or medicine i Reversing the order of the clauses * Gk: Heb lie down * Heb storm 

1 Hcb Do not withhold good from its owners m Cn: Heb exalt n Heb know 

0 Reversing the order of the lines 

3.11-12: Heb 12.5-6. 3.34 (Gk): Jas 4.6; 1 Pet 5.5. 
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6 Do not forsake her, and she will 

keep you; 

love her, and she will guard you. 

7 The beginning of wisdom is tins: 

Get wisdom, 

and whatever you get, get insight. 

8 Prize her highly,** and she will exalt 

you; 

she will honour you if you embrace 
her. 

9 She will place on your head a fair 

garland; 

she will bestow on you a beautiful 
crown.” 


10 Hear, my son, and accept my words, 
that the years of your life may be 
many. 

U I have taught you the way of wis¬ 
dom; 

I have led you in the paths of 
uprightness. 

12 When you walk, your step will not 

be hampered; 

and if you run, you will not 
stumble. 

13 Keep hold of instruction, do not let 


go; 


guard her, for she is your life. 

M Do not enter the path of the wicked, 
and do not walk in the way of evil 


men. 

15 Avoid it; do not go on it; 

turn away from it and pass on. 
l fi For they cannot sleep unless they 
have done wrong; 
they are robbed of sleep unless they 
have made some one stumble. 

1 7 For they eat the bread of wickedness 

and drink the wine of violence. 

18 But the path of the righteous is like 

the light of dawn, 
which shines brighter and brighter 
until full day. 

19 The way of the wicked is like deep 

darkness; 

they do not know over what they 
stumble. 


20 My son, be attentive to my words; 

incline your ear to my sayings. 

21 Let them not escape from your sight; 

keep them within your heart. 

22 For they are life to him who finds 

them, 

and healing to all his flesh. 


23 Keep your heart with all vigilance ; 

for from it flow the springs of life. 

24 Put away from you crooked speech, 

and put devious talk far from you. 

25 Let your eyes look directly forward, 

and your gaze be straight before 
you. 

26 Take heed to<? the path of your feet, 

then all your ways will be sure. 

27 Do not swerve to the right or to the 

left; 

turn your foot away from evil. 

5 My son, be attentive to my wis¬ 
dom, 

incline your ear to my under¬ 
standing ; 

2 that you may keep discretion, 

and your lips may guard knowl¬ 
edge. 

3 For the lips of a loose woman drip 
honey, 

and her speech 7- is smoother than 
oil; 

4 but in the end she is bitter as worm¬ 
wood. 

sharp as a two-edged sword. 

5 Her feet go down to death; 

her steps follow the path to* Sheol; 
6 she does not take heed to* the path of 
life; 

her ways wander, and she does not 
know it. 

7 And now, O sons, listen to me, 

and do not depart from the words 
of my mouth. 

8 Keep your way far from her, 

and do not go near the door of her 
house; 

9 lest you give your honour to others 
and your years to the merciless; 

10 lest strangers take their fill of your 
strength," 

and your labours go to the house of 
an alien; 

11 and at the end of your life you groan, 
when your flesh and body are con¬ 
sumed, 

12 and you say, “How I hated discipline, 
and my heart despised reproof! 

13 I did not listen to the voice of my 
teachers 

or incline my ear to my instructors. 
14 I was at the point of utter ruin 
in the assembled congregation.” 


P The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain * The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
r Heb palate 9 Heb lay hold of * The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain " Or toealu 
4.28 (Gk): Heb 12.13. 
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15 Drink water from your own cistern, 

flowing water from your own well. 

16 Should your springs be scattered 

abroad, 

streams of water in the streets? 

17 Let rhem be for yourself alone, 

and not for strangers w'ith you. 

18 Let your fountain be blessed, 

and rejoice in the wife of your 
youth, 

19 a lovely hind, a graceful doe. 

Let her affection fill you at all times 
with delight, 

be infatuated always with her love. 

20 Why should you be infatuated, 

my son, with a loose woman 
and embrace the bosom of an ad¬ 
venturess? 

21 For a man’s ways are before the eyes 

of the Lord, 

and he watches v all his paths. 

22 The iniquities of the wicked ensnare 

him, 

and he is caught in the toils of his 
sin. 

23 He dies for lack of discipline, 

and because of his great folly he is 
lost. 

6 My son, if you have become surety 
for your neighbour, 
have given your pledge for a 
stranger; 

2 if you are snared in the utterance of 
your lips , w 

caught in the words of your mouth; 

3 then do this, my son, and save your¬ 
self, 

for you have come into your 
neighbour’s power: 
go, hasten, 3 '* and importune your 
neighbour. 

* Give your eyes no sleep 

and your eyelids no slumber; 

3 save yourself like a gazelle from the 
hunter,v 

like a bird from the hand of the 
fowler. 

6 Go to the ant, O sluggard; 

consider her ways, and be wise. 

7 Without having any chief, 
officer or ruler, 

8 she prepares her food in summer, 
and gathers her sustenance in 
harvest. 

v The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
w Cn Compare Gk Syr: Hcb the words 0 /your mouth 
0 Heb it 
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9 How long will you lie there, O slug¬ 
gard? 

When will you arise from your sleep? 
SO A iittle sleep, a little slumber, 

a little folding of the hands to rest, 
si and poverty will come upon you like 
a vagabond, 

and want like an armed man. 

s 2 A worthless person, a wicked man, 
goes about with crooked speech, 

^ winks with his eyes, scrapes 2 with 
his feet, 

points with his finger, 

14 with perverted heart devises evil, 

continually sowing discord; 

15 therefore calamity will come upon 

him suddenly; 

in a moment he will be broken be¬ 
yond healing. 

16 There are six things which the Lord 

hates, 

seven which are an abomination to 
him: 

57 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 

and hands that shed innocent 
blood, 

18 a heart that devises wicked plans, 

feet that make haste to run to evil, 

19 a false witness who breathes out lies, 

and a man who sows discord among 
brothers. 

20 My son, keep your father’s com¬ 

mandment, 

and forsake not your mother’9 
teaching. 

21 Bind them upon your heart always; 

tie them about your neck. 

22 When you walk, they® will lead you; 

when you lie down, they® will 
watch over you; 

and when you awake, they® will 
talk with you. 

23 For the commandment is a lamp and 

the teaching a light, 
and the reproofs of discipline are 
the way of life, 

24 to preserve you from the evil woman, 

from the smooth tongue of the ad¬ 
venturess. 

25 Do not desire her beauty in your 

heart, 

and do not let her capture you with 
her eyelashes; 

* Or humble yoursetf *Cn: Heb hand c Or taps 
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26 for a harlot may be hired for a loaf of 

bread, 6 

but an adulteress® stalks a man’s 
very life. 

27 Can a man carry fire in his bosom 

and his clothes not be burned? 

28 Or can one walk upon hot coals 

and his feet not be scorched? 

29 So is he who goes in to his neigh¬ 

bour’s wife; 

none who touches her will go un¬ 
punished. 

3° Do not men despise* a thief if he 
steals 

to satisfy his appetite when he is 
hungry? 

31 And if he is caught, he will pay seven¬ 

fold; 

he will give all the goods of his 
house. 

32 He who commits adultery has no 

sense; 

he who does it destroys himself. 

33 Wounds and dishonour will he get, 

and his disgrace will not be wiped 
away. 

34 For jealousy makes a man furious, 

and he will not spare when he takes 
revenge. 

35 He will accept no compensation, 

nor be appeased though you mul¬ 
tiply gifts. 


8 passing along the street near her 

comer, 

taking the road to her house 

9 in the twilight, in the evening, 

at the time of night and darkness. 

1° And lo, a woman meets him, 

dressed as a harlot, wily of heart.® 
n She is loud and wayward, 

her feet do not stay at home; 

12 now in the street, now in the market, 

and at every comer she lies in wait. 

13 She seizes him and kisses him, 

and with impudent face she says 
to him: 

14 “I had to offer sacrifices, 

and today I have paid my vows; 

15 so now I have come out to meet you, 

to seek you eagerly, and 1 have 
found you. 

16 I have decked my couch with cover¬ 

ings, 

coloured spreads of Egyptian linen; 

1 7 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, 

aloes, and cinnamon. 

1 8 Come, let us take our fill of love till 

morning; 

let us delight ourselves with love. 

19 For my husband is not at home; 

he has gone on a long journey; 

20 he took a bag of money with him; 

at full moon he will come home.” 


7 My son, keep my words 

and treasure up my command¬ 
ments with you; 

2 keep my commandments and live, 
keep my teachings as the apple of 
your eye; 

3 bind them on your fingers, 

write them on the tablet of your 
heart. 

4 Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,” 
and call insight your intimate 
friend; 

5 to preserve you from the loose 
woman, 

from the adventuress with her 
smooth words. 

6 For at the window of my house 
I have looked out through my lat¬ 
tice, 

7 and I have seen among the simple, 

I have perceived among the youths, 
a young man without sense. 


21 With much seductive speech she 

persuades him; 

with her smooth talk she compels 
him. 

22 All at once he follows her, 

as an ox goes to. the slaughter, 
or as a stag is caught fast/ 

23 till an arrow pierces its entrails 5 
as a bird rushes into a snare; 

he does not know that it will cost 
him his life. 

24 And now, O sons, listen to me, 

and be attentive to the words of my 
mouth. 

25 Let not your heart turn aside to her 

ways, 

do not stray into her paths; 

26 for many a victim has she laid low; 

yea, all her slain are a mighty host. 

27 Her house is the way to Sheol, 

going down to the chambers of 
death. 


6 Cn Compare Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb for because of a harlot to a piece of bread e Heb a man's wjft 
“ Or Men do not despise e The meaning of the Hebrew ia uncertain 
* Cn Compare Gk: Heb uncertain 
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8 Does not wisdom call, 

does not understanding raise her 
voice? 

2 On the heights beside the way, 
in the paths she takes her stand; 

3 beside the gates in front of the town, 
at the entrance of the portals she 
cries aloud: 

4 “To you, O men, I call, 

and my cry is to the sons of men. 

3 O simple ones, learn prudence; 

O foolish men, pay attention. 

$ Hear, for I will speak noble things, 
and from my lips will come what is 
right; 

7 for my mouth will utter truth; 

wickedness is an abomination to 
my lips. 

8 All the words of my mouth are right¬ 
eous; 

there is nothing twisted or crooked 
in them. 

$They are all straight to him who 
understands 

and right to those who find knowl¬ 
edge. 

w Take my instruction instead of silver, 
and knowledge rather than choice 
gold; 

M for wisdom is better than jewels, 

and all that you may desire cannot 
compare with her. 

12 I, wisdom, dwell in prudence,* 

and I find knowledge and discre¬ 
tion. 

13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of 
evil. 

Pride and arrogance and the way of 
evil 

and perverted speech I hate. 

54 I have counsel and sound wisdom, 

I have insight, I have strength, 

15 By me kings reign, 

and rulers decree what is just; 

16 by me princes rule, 

and nobles govern* the earth. 

17 I love those who love me, 

and those who seek me diligently 
find me. 

58 Riches and honour are with me, 
enduring wealth and prosperity. 

19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine 
gold, 

and my yield than choice silver. 

20 1 walk in the way of righteousness, 
in the paths of justice, 

f Heb obscure * Gk: Heb all the governors of * Heb i 
1 Another reading is little child m Gk: Heb lacks his ! 
8.1-3: Prov 1.20-21. 


21 endowing with wealth those who love 

me, 

and filling their treasuries. 

22 The Lord created me at the begin¬ 

ning of his work,* 
the first of his acts of old. 

23 Ages ago I was set up, 

at the first, before the beginning of 
the earth. 

24 When there were no depths I was 

brought forth, 

when there were no springs 
abounding with water. 

25 Before the mountains had been 

shaped, 

before the hills, I was brought 
forth; 

26 before he had made the earth with its 

fields^ 

or the first of the dust* of the world. 

27 When he established the heavens, 

I was there, 

when he drew a circle on the face 
of the deep, 

28 when he made firm the skies above, 

when he established* the fountains 
of the deep, 

29 when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

so that the waters might not trans¬ 
gress his command, 
when he marked out the foundations 
of the earth ? 

30 then I was beside him, like a master 

workman;* 

and I was daily his*’ delight, 
rejoicing before him always, 

31 rejoicing in his inhabited world 

and delighting in the sons of men. 

32 And now, my sons, listen to me: 

happy are those who keep my ways. 

33 Hear instruction and be wise, 

and do not neglect it. 

34 Happy is the man who listens to me, 

watching daily at my gates, 
waiting beside my doors. 

35 For he who finds me finds life 

and obtains favour from the Lord; 

36 but he who misses me injures him¬ 

self; 

all who hate me love death,” 

9 Wisdom has built her house, 

she has set up” her seven pillars. 
2 She has slaughtered her beasts, 

>av •* The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
Gk Syr Tg: Heb hewn 
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she has mixed her wine, 
she has also set her table. 

3 She has sent out her maids to call 

from the highest places in the town, 

4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in 

here!” 

To him who is without sense she 
says, 

5 “Come, eat of my bread 

and drink of the wine I have mixed. 

6 Leave simpleness, 0 and live, 

and walk in the way of insight.” 

7 He who corrects a scoffer gets him¬ 

self abuse, 

and he who reproves a wicked man 
incurs injury. 

8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will 

hate you; 

reprove a wise man, and he will 
love you. 

9 Give instruction* to a wise man, 

and he will be still wiser; 
teach a righteous man and he will 
increase in learning. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning 

of wisdom, 

and the knowledge of the Holy One 
is insight. 

11 For by me your days will be multi¬ 

plied, 

and years will be added to your life. 

12 If you are wise, you are wise for your¬ 

self; 

if you scoff, you alone will bear it. 

13 A foolish woman is noisy; 

she is wanton® and knows no 
shame. r 

14 She sits at the door of her house, 

she takes a seat on the high places 
of the town, 

15 calling to those who pass by, 

who are going straight on their 
way, 

16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in 

here!” 

And to him who is without sense 
she says, 

17 “Stolen water is sweet, 

and bread eaten in secret is pleas¬ 
ant.” 

18 But he does not know that the dead® 

are there. 


Wisdom and a foolish woman 
that her guests are in the depths of 
Sheol. 


10 


The proverbs of Solomon. 


A wise son makes a glad father, 
but a foolish son is a sorrow to his 
mother. 

2 Treasures gained by wickedness do 

not profit, 

but righteousness delivers from 
death. 

3 The Lord does not let the righteous 

go hungry, 

but he thwarts the craving of the 
wicked. 

4 A slack hand causes poverty, 

but the hand of the diligent makes 
rich. 

5 A son who gathers in summer is 

prudent, 

but a son who sleeps in harvest 
brings shame. 

6 Blessings are on the head of the 

righteous, 

but the mouth of the wicked con¬ 
ceals violence. 

7 The memory of the righteous is a 

blessing, 

but the name of the wicked will rot. 

8 The wise of heart will heed com¬ 

mandments, 

but a prating fool will come to ruin. 

9 He who walks in integrity walks 

securely, 

but he who perverts his ways will 
be found out. 

10 He who winks the eye causes trouble, 

but he who boldly reproves makes 
peace, 4 

11 The mouth of the righteous is a foun¬ 

tain of life, 

but the mouth of the wicked con¬ 
ceals violence. 

? 2 Hatred stirs up strife, 

but love covers all offences. 

13 On the lips of him who has under¬ 

standing wisdom is found, 
but a rod is for the back of him who 
lacks sense. 

14 Wise men lay up knowledge, 

but the babbling of a fool brings 
ruin near. 

15 A rich man’s wealth is his strong city; 


° Gk Syr Vg Tg: Hcb simple ones * Hcb lacks instruction 
® Cn Compare Syr Vg: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
T Gk Syr: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain * Hcb shades 
* Gk: Heb but a prating fool will come to ruin 
I0.12i Jas 5.20; IPet 4.8. 
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the poverty of the poor is their 
ruin. 

16 The wage of the righteous leads to 

life, 

the gain of the wicked to sin. 

17 He who heeds instruction is on the 

path to life, 

but he who rejects reproof goes 
astray. 

1 8 He who conceals hatred has lying lips, 

and he who utters slander is a fool. 

19 When words are many, transgression 

is not lacking, 

but he who restrains his lips is 
prudent. 

20 The tongue of the righteous is choice 

silver; 

the mind of the wicked is of little 
worth. 

21 The lips of the righteous feed many, 

but fools die for lack of sense. 

22 The blessing of the L ord makes 

rich, 

and he adds no sorrow with it. w 

23 It is like sport to a fool to do wrong, 

but wise conduct is pleasure to a 
man of understanding. 

2* What the wicked dreads will come 
upon him, 

but the desire of the righteous will 
be granted, 

25 When the tempest passes, the wicked 

is no more, 

but the righteous is established for 
ever. 

26 Like vinegar to the teeth, and smoke 

to the eyes, 

so is the sluggard to those who send 
him. 

27 The fear of the Lord prolongs fife* 

but the years of the wicked will be 
short. 

28 The hope of the righteous ends in 

gladness, 

but the expectation of the wicked 
comes to naught. 

29 The Lord is a stronghold to him 

whose way is upright, 
but destruction to evildoers. 

30 The righteous will never be removed, 

but the wicked will not dwell in the 
land. 

31 The mouth of the righteous brings 

forth wisdom, 

but the perverse tongue will be cut 
off. 

32 The lips of the righteous know what 

is acceptable, 

* Or and toil adds nothing to it 


11 


but the mouth of the wicked, 
what is perverse. 

A false balance is an abomination 
to the Lord, 

but a just weight is his delight. 


2 When pride comes, then comes dis¬ 


grace; 

but with the humble is wisdom. 

3 The integrity of the upright guides 

them, 

but the crookedness of the treach¬ 
erous destroys them. 

4 Riches do not profit in the day of 

wrath, 

but righteousness delivers from 
death. 

5 The righteousness of the blameless 

keeps his way straight, 

but the wicked falls by his own 
wickedness. 

5 The righteousness of the upright de¬ 
livers them, 

but the treacherous are taken cap¬ 
tive by their lust. 

? When the wicked dies, his hope 
perishes, 

and the expectation of the godless 
comes to naught. 

3 The righteous is delivered from 
trouble, 

and the wicked gets into it in¬ 
stead. 

• 9 With his mouth the godless man 
would destroy his neighbour, 

but by knowledge the righteous are 
delivered.. 

When it goes well with the righteous, 
the city rejoices; 

and when the wicked perish there 
are shouts of gladness. 

tl By the blessing of the upright a city 
is exalted, 

but it is overthrown by the mouth 
of the wicked. 

12 He who belittles his neighbour lacks 


sense, 

but a man of understanding re¬ 
mains silent. 

13 He who goes about as a talebearer re¬ 

veals secrets, 

but he who is trustworthy in spirit 
keeps a thing hidden. 

14 Where there is no guidance, a people 

falls; 

but in an abundance of counsellors 
there is safety. 

15 He who gives surety for a stranger 

will smart for it* 
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but he who hates suretyship is -J Whoever loves discipline loves 
secure. Jl-far knowledge, 

16 A gracious woman gets honour, but he who hates reproof is stupid. 

and violent men get riches. 2 A good man obtains favour from the 

> 7 A man who is kind benefits him- Lord, 

self, but a man of evil devices he con- 

but a cruel man hurts himself. demns. 

,8 A wicked man earns deceptive wages, 3 A man is not established by wicked- 
but one who sows righteousness ness, 

gets a sure reward. but the root of the righteous will 

19 He who is steadfast in righteousness never be moved. 

will live, 4 A good wife is the crown of her hus- 

but he who pursues evil will die. band, 

20 Men of perverse mind are an abom- but she who brings shame is like 

ination to the Lord, rottenness in his bones, 

but those of blameless ways are his 5 The thoughts of the righteous are 
delight. just; 

21 Be assured, an evil man will not go the counsels of the wicked are 

unpunished, treacherous, 

but those who are righteous will be 6 The words of the wicked lie in wait 
delivered. for blood, 

22 Like a gold ring in a swine’s snout but the mouth of the upright de- 

is a beautiful woman without dis- livers men. 

cretion. 7 The wicked are overthrown and are 

23 The desire of the righteous ends only no more, 

in good; but the house of the righteous will 

the expectation of the wicked in stand. 

wrath. 8 A man is commended according to his 

24 One man gives freely, yet grows all good sense, 

the richer; but one of perverse mind is 

another withholds what he should despised. 

give, and only suffers want. 9 Better is a man of humble standing 

25 A liberal man will be enriched, who works for himself 

and one who waters will himself be than one who plays the great man 
watered. but lacks bread. 

26 The people curse him who holds 10 A righteous man has regard for the 

back grain, life of his beast, 

but a blessing is on the head of him but the mercy of the wicked is 
who sells it. cruel. 

27 He who diligently seeks good seeks 11 He who tills his land will have plenty 

favour, of bread, 

but evil comes to him who searches but he who follows worthless 

n for it. pursuits has no sense. 

28 He who trusts m his riches will 12 The strong tower of the wicked comes 

wither,® to rum, 

but the righteous will flourish like but the root of the righteous stands 

a green leaf. firm.* 

29 He who troubles his household will 13 An evil man is ensnared by the trans- 

inherit wind, gression of his lips, 

and the fool will be servant to the but the righteous escapes from 

wise. trouble. 

30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 14 From the fruit of his words a man is 

. Itfe, satisfied with good, 

but lawlessness*® takes away bves. and the work of a man’s hand 

31 If the righteous is requited on earth, comes back to him. 

how much more the wicked and the 15 The way of a fool is right in his own 
sinner! eyes, 

®Cn:Heb fall w Cn Compare Gk Syr: Hcb a urisi man * Co; The Hebrew of verse 12 i» obscurtl 
11.31 (Gk)» 1 Pet 4.18. 
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but a wise man listens to advice. 

*6 The vexation of a fool is known at 
once, 

but the prudent man ignores an 
insult. 

*7 He who speaks the truth gives honest 
evidence, 

but a false witness utters deceit. 

18 There is one whose rash words are 
like sword thrusts, 
but the tongue of the wise brings 
healing. 

1’ Truthful lips endure for ever, 

but a lying tongue is but for a 
moment. 

20 Deceit is in the heart of those who 

devise evil, 

but those who plan good have joy. 

21 No ill befalls the righteous, 

but the wicked are filled with 
trouble. 

22 Lying lips are an abomination to the 

Lord, 

but those who act faithfully are his 
delight. 

23 A prudent man conceals his knowl¬ 

edge, 

but fools? proclaim their folly. 

2* The hand of the diligent will rule, 
while the slothful will be put to 
forced labour. 

25 Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him 

down, 

but a good word makes him glad. 

26 A righteous man turns away from 

evil, * 

but the way of the wicked leads 
them astray. 

27 A slothful man will not catch his 


prey," 

but the diligent man will get 
precious wealth. *> 

28 In the path of righteousness is 
life, 

but the way of error leads to death. c 

12 A wise son hears his father’s 
instruction, 

but a scoffer docs not listen to re¬ 
buke. 


2 From the fruit of his mouth a good 
man eats good, 

but the desire of the treacherous is 
for violence. 

? He who guards his mouth preserves 
his life; 
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he who opens wide his lips comes 
to ruin. 

4 The soul of the sluggard craves, 

and gets nothing, 

while the soul of the diligent is 
richly supplied. 

5 A righteous man hates falsehood, 

but a wicked man acts shamefully 
and disgracefully. 

6 Righteousness guards him whose way 

is upright, 

but sin overthrows the wicked. 

7 One man pretends to be rich, yet has 

nothing; 

another pretends to be poor, yes 
has great wealth. 

8 The ransom of a man's life is his 

wealth, 

but a poor man has no means of 
redemption/ 

9 The light of the righteous rejoices, 

but the lamp of the wicked will be 
put out. 

10 By insolence the heedless make strife, 
but with those who take advice is 
wisdom. 

13 Wealth hastily gotten* 1 will dwindle, 
but he who gathers little by little 
will increase it. 

32 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, 
but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 

13 He who despises the word brings 

destruction on himself, 
but he who respects the command¬ 
ment will be rewarded. 

14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain 

of life, 

that one may avoid the snares of 
death. 

S5 Good sense wins favour, 

but the way of the faithless is their 
ruin/ 

16 In everything a prudent man acts 

with knowledge, 
but a fool flaunts his folly. 

17 A bad messenger plunges men into 

trouble, 

but a faithful envoy brings healing. 

18 Poverty and disgrace come to him 

who ignores instruction, 
but he who heeds reproof is 
honoured. 

19 A desire fulfilled is sweet to the soul; 

but to turn away from evil is an 
abomination to fools. 


« _f. Cn: The ‘caning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

<i/v.Tk mpa Vj - : The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

a V?; tr? ^caning of the Hebrew is uncertain c Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
“ Cn: Heb does not hear rebuke ‘Gk Vg: Web from vanity VCn (fomparc Gk Syr VgTgHeb is enduring 
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20 He who walks with wise men becomes 12 There is a way which seems right to a 


wise, 

but the companion of fools will 
suffer harm. 

21 Misfortune pursues sinners, 

but prosperity rewards the right¬ 
eous. 

22 A good man leaves an inheritance to 

his children’s children, 
but the sinner’s wealth is laid up 
for the righteous. 

23 The fallow ground of the poor yields 

much food, 

but it is swept away through in¬ 
justice. 

24 He who spares the rod hates his son, 

but he who loves him is diligent to 
discipline him. 

25 The righteous has enough to satisfy 

his appetite, 

but the belly of the wicked suffers 


want. 

M Wisdom^ builds her house, 

but folly with her own hands 
tears it down. 

2 He who walks in uprightness fears the 
Lord, 

but he who is devious in his ways 
despises him. 

3 The talk of a fool is a rod for his 
back,* 

but the lips of the wise will pre¬ 
serve them. 

4 Where there are no oxen, there is no* 


grain ; 

but abundant crops come by the 
strength of the ox. 

5 A faithful witness does not lie, 

but a false witness breathes out lies. 

6 A scoffer seeks wisdom in vain, 

but knowledge is easy for a man of 
understanding. 

7 Leave the presence of a fool, 

for there you do not meet words oi 
knowledge. 

8 The wisdom of a prudent man is to 

discern his way, 

but the folly of fools is deceiving. 

9 God scorns the wicked,* 

but the upright enjoy his favour. 

10 The heart knows its own bitterness, 


and no stranger shares its joy. 

11 The house of the wicked will be de¬ 
stroyed, 

but the tent of the upright will 
flourish. 


man, 

but its end is the way to death.* 

13 Even in laughter the heart is sad, 

and the end of joy is grief. 

14 A perverse man will be filled with the 

fruit of his ways, 

and a good man with the fruit of 
his deeds. J 

15 The simple believes everything, 

but the prudent looks where he is 
going. 

16 A wise man is cautious and turns 

away from evil, 

but a fool throws off restraint and 
is careless. 

17 A man of quick temper acts fool¬ 

ishly, 

but a man of discretion is patient . m 
13 The simple acquire folly, 

but the prudent are crowned with 
knowledge. 

*9 The evil bow down before the good, 
the wicked at the gates of the 
righteous. 

20 The poor is disliked even by his 

neighbour, 

but the rich has many friends. 

21 He who despises his neighbour is a 

sinner, 

but happy is he who is kind to the 
poor. 

22 Do they uot err that devise evil? 

Those who devise good meet 
loyalty and faithfulness. 

23 In all toil there is profit, 

but mere talk tends only to want. 

24 The crown of the wise is their wis¬ 

dom,” 

but folly is the garland 0 of fools. 

25 A truthful witness saves lives, 

but one who utters lies is a be¬ 
trayer. 

26 In the fear of the Lord one has strong 

confidence, 

and his children will have a refuge. 

27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of 

life, 

that one may avoid the snares of 
death. 

28 In a multitude of people is the glory 

of a king, 

but without people a prince is 
ruined. 

29 He who is slow to anger has great 

understanding. 


V Heb Wisdom of women h Cn: Heb a rod of pride *Ca: Heb a manger of *Cn: Heb obscure 
* Heb ways of death 1 Cn: Heb from upon him m Gk: Heb is hated n Cn Compare Gk: Heb riches 
0 Cn: Heb folly 
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but he who has a hasty temper 
exalts folly. 

3° A tranquil mind gives life to the flesh, 
but passion makes the bones rot. 

31 He who oppresses a poor man insults 

his Maker, 

but he who is kind to the needy 
honours him. 

32 The wicked is overthrown through 

his evil-doing, 

but the righteous finds refuge 
through his integrity .v 

33 Wisdom abides in the mind of a man 

of understanding, 
but it is notv known in the heart of 
fools. 

34 Righteousness exalts a nation, 

but sin is a reproach to any people. 

35 A servant who deals wisely has the 

kind’s favour, 

but his wrath falls on one who acts 
shamefully. 

1C A soft answer turns away wrath, 
but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

2 The tongue of the wise dispenses 

knowledge, r 

but the mouths of fools pour out 
folly. 

3 The eyes of the Lord are in every 

place, 

keeping watch on the evil and the 
good. 

* A gentle tongue is a tree of life, 

but perverseness in it breaks the 
spirit. 

3 A fool despises his father’s instruc¬ 
tion, 

but he who heeds admonition is 
prudent. 

6 In the house of the righteous there is 
much treasure, 

but trouble befalls the income of 
the wicked. 

? The lips of the wise spread knowl¬ 
edge; 

not so the minds of fools. 

®The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord, 
but the prayer of the upright is his 
delight. 

9 The way of the wicked is an abomina¬ 
tion to the Lord, 

but he loves him who pursues 
righteousness. 

1° There is severe discipline for him 
who forsakes the way ; 
he who hates reproof will die. 

p Gk Syr: Heb in hit death V Gk Syr: Hcb lacks not 
8 Cn Compare Gk: Heb pleasant words are pure 


11 Sheol and Abaddon lie open before 

the Lord, 

how much more the hearts of men! 

12 A scoffer does not like to be reproved; 

he will not go to the wise. 

13 A glad heart makes a cheerful 

countenance, 

but by sorrow of heart the spirit is 
broken. 

14 The mind of him who has under¬ 

standing seeks knowledge, 
but the moutlis of fools feed on 
folly. 

15 All the days of the afflicted are evil, 

but a cheerful heart has a continual 
feast. 

16 Better is a little with the fear of the 

Lord 

than great treasure and trouble 
with it. 

17 Better is a dinner of herbs where love 

is 

than a fatted ox and hatred with it. 

18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, 

but he who is slow to anger quiets 
contention. 

19 The way of a sluggard is overgrown 

with thorns, 

but the path of the upright is a level 
highway. 

20 A wise son makes a glad father, 

but a foolish man despises his 
mother. 

21 Folly is a joy to him who has no sense, 

but a man of understanding walks 
aright. 

22 Without counsel plans go wrong, 

but with many advisers they suc- 
ceed. 

23 To make an apt answer is a joy to a 

man, 

and a word in season, how good 
it is! 

24 The wise man’s path leads upward to 

life, 

that he may avoid Sheol beneath. 

25 The Lord tears down the house of 

the proud, 

but maintains the widow’s bound¬ 
aries. 

26 The thoughts of the wicked are an 

abomination to the Lord, 
the words of the pure are pleasing 
to him.* 

27 He who is greedy for unjust gain 

makes trouble for his household, 
but he who hates bribes will live. 

r Cn: Hcb makes knowledge good 
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28 The mind of the righteous ponders 

how to answer, 

but the mouth of the wicked pours 
out evil things. 

29 The Lord is far from the wicked, 

but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous. 

30 The light of the eyes rejoices the 

heart, 

and good news refreshes 4 the 
bones. 

31 He whose ear heeds wholesome ad¬ 

monition 

will abide among the wise. 

32 He who ignores instruction despises 

himself, 

but he who heeds admonition gains 
understanding. 

33 The fear of the Lord is instruction in 

wisdom, 

and humility goes before honour. 


16 


The plans of the mind belong to 
man. 


but the answer of the tongue is 
from the Lord. 

2 All the ways of a man are pure in his 


own eyes, 

but the Lord weighs the spirit. 

3 Commit your work to the Lord, 

and your plans will be established. 

4 The Lord has made everything for its 


purpose, 

even the wicked for the day of 
trouble. 

5 Every one who is arrogant is an 

abomination to the Lord; 
be assured, he will not go unpun¬ 
ished. 

6 By loyalty and faithfulness iniquity is 

atoned for, 

and by the fear of the Lord a man 
avoids evil. 

7 When a man’s ways please the Lord, 

he makes even his enemies to be at 
peace with him. 

8 Better is a little with righteousness 

than great revenues with injustice. 

9 A man’s mind plans his way, 

but the Lord directs his steps. 

10 Inspired decisions are on the lips of 

a king; 

his mouth does not sin in judg¬ 


ment. 

li A just balance and scales are the 
Lord's; 

all the weights in the bag are his 
work. 

* Heb makes/at u Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb hoto much better 


12 It is an abomination to kings to do 

evil, 

for the throne is established by 
righteousness. 

13 Righteous lips are the delight of a 

king, 

and he loves him who speaks what 
is right. 

14 A king’s wrath is a messenger of 

death, 

and a wise man will appease it. 

15 In the light of a king’s face there is 

life, 

and his favour is like the clouds that 
bring the spring rain. 

16 To get wisdom is better** than gold; 

to get understanding is to be 
chosen rather than silver. 

1 7 The highway of the upright turns 

aside from evil; 

he who guards his way preserves 
his life. 

18 Pride goes before destruction, 

and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

19 It is better to be of a lowly spirit with 

the poor 

than to divide the spoil with the 
proud. 

20 He who gives heed to the word will 

prosper, 

and happy is he who trusts in the 
Lord. 

21 The wise of heart is called a man of 

discernment, 

and pleasant speech increases per¬ 
suasiveness. 

22 Wisdom is a fountain of life to him 

who has it, 

but folly is the chastisement of 
fools. 

23 The mind of the wise makes his 

speech judicious, 

and adds persuasiveness to his 
lips. 

24 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, 

sweetness to the soul and health to 
the body. 

25 There is a way which seems right to 

a man, 

but its end is the way to death. 9 

26 A worker’s appetite works for him; 

his mouth urges him on. 

27 A worthless man plots evil, 

and his speech is like a scorching 
fire. 

28 A perverse man spreads strife, 

and a whisperer separates dose 
friends. 

9 Heb ways 0 / death 
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29 A man of violence entices his neigh¬ 
bour 

and leads him in a way that is not 
good. 

30He who winks his eyes plans"' per¬ 
verse things, 

he who compresses his lips brings 
evil to pass. 

31 A hoary head is a crown of glory; 

it is gained in a righteous life. 

32 He who is slow to anger is better than 

the mighty, 

and he who rules his spirit than he 
who takes a city. 

33 The lot is cast into the lap, 

but the decision is wholly from the 
Lord. 

*| Hf Better is a dry morsel with 
JL / quiet 

than a house full of feasting with 
strife. 

2 A slave who deals wisely will rule over 

a son who acts shamefully, 
and will share the inheritance as 
one of the brothers. 

3 The crucible is for silver, and the 

furnace is for gold, 
and the Lord tries hearts. 

4 An evildoer listens to wicked lips; 

and a liar gives heed to a mis¬ 
chievous tongue. 

3 He who mocks the poor insults his 
Maker; 

he who is glad at calamity will not 
go unpunished. 

3 Grandchildren are the crown of the 
aged, 

and the glory of sons is their 
fathers, 

7 Fine speech is not becoming to a fool; 

still less is false speech to a prince. 

8 A bribe is like a magic stone in the 

eyes of him who gives it; 
wherever he turns he prospers. 

9 He who forgives an offence seeks love, 

but he who repeats a matter 
alienates a friend. 

10 A rebuke goes deeper into a man of 

understanding 

than a hundred blows into a fool. 

33 An evil man seeks only rebellion, 
and a cruel messenger will be sent 
against him. 

32 Let a man meet a she-bear robbed of 

her cubs, 

rather than a fool in his folly. 

33 If a man returns evil for good, 

evil will not depart from his house. 

w Gk Syr Vg Tg: Hcb to plan x Heb separated V Gk 


14 The beginning of strife is like letting 
out water; 

so quit before the quarrel breaks 
out. 

35 He who justifies the wicked and he 
who condemns the righteous 
are both alike an abomination to 
the Lord. 

56 Why should a fool have a price in his 
hand to buy wisdom, 
when he has no mind? 

17 A friend loves at all times, 

and a brother is born for adversity. 

18 A man without sense gives a pledge, 

and becomes surety in the presence 
of his neighbour. 

39 He who loves transgression loves 
strife; 

he who makes his door high seeks 
destruction. 

20 A man of crooked mind does not 

prosper, 

and one with a perverse tongue falls 
into calamity. 

21 A stupid son is a grief to a father; 

and the father of a fool has no 
joy. 

22 A cheerful heart is a good medicine, 

but a downcast spirit dries up the 
bones. 

23 A wicked man accepts a bribe from 

the bosom 

to pervert the ways of justice. 

24 A man of understanding sets his face 

toward wisdom, 

but the eyes of a fool are on the 
ends of the earth. 

25 A foolish son is a grief to his father 

and bitterness to her who bore 
him. 

26 To impose a fine on a righteous man 

is not good; 

to flog noble men is wrong. 

27 He who restrains his words has 

knowledge, 

and he who has a cool spirit is a 
man of understanding. 

28 Even a fool who keeps silent is con¬ 

sidered wise; 

when he closes his lips, he is 
deemed intelligent. 

1 Q He who is estranged* seeks pre- 
AO texts*' 

to break out against all sound 
judgment. 

2 A fool takes no pleasure in under¬ 

standing, 

but only in expressing his opinion. 

Vg: Heb desirt 
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3 When wickedness comes, contempt 

comes also; 

and with dishonour comes disgrace. 

4 The words of a man’s mouth are 

deep waters ; 

the fountain of wisdom is a gushing 
stream. 

5 It is not good to be partial to a wicked 

man, 

or to deprive a righteous man of 
justice. 

<5 A fool’s lips bring strife, 

and his mouth invites a flogging. 

7 A fool’s mouth is his ruin, 

and his lips are a snare to himself. 

8 The words of a whisperer are like 

delicious morsels; 
they go down into die inner parts 
of the body. 

9 He who is slack m his work 

is a brother to him who destroys. 

10 The name of die Lord is a strong 

tower; 

the righteous man runs into it and 
is safe. 

11 A rich man’s wealth is his strong city.. 

and like a high wall protecting 
him. 2 

12 Before destruction a man’s heart is 

haughty, 

but humility goes before honour. 

13 If one gives answer before he hears, 

it is his folly and shame. 

1 4 A man’s spirit will endure sickness; 

but a broken spirit who can bear? 

15 An intelligent mind acquires knowl¬ 

edge, 

and the ear of the wise seeks 
knowledge. 

16 A man’s gift makes room for him 

and brings him before great men. 

1 7 He who states his case first seems 

right, 

until the other comes and examines 
him. 

M The lot puts an end to disputes 

and decides between powerful con¬ 
tenders. 

1 9 A brother helped is like a strong city," 

but quarrelling is like the bars of a 
castle. 

20 From the fruit of his mouth a man is 

satisfied; 

he is satisfied by the yield of his 
lips. 

21 Death and life are in the power of the 

tongue. 


and those who love it will eat its 
fruits. 

22 He who finds a wife finds a good 

thing, 

and obtains favour from the Lord* 

23 The poor use entreaties, 

but the rich answer roughly .. 

24 There are 1 '' friends who pretend to be 

friends, c 

but there is a friend who sticks 
closer than 0 brother. 
tQ ® etcei a poor man who walks 
in his integrity 

than a man who is perverse in 
speech, and is a tool, 

2 It is not good for a man to be without 
knowledge, 

and he who makes haste with his 
feet misses his way. 

3"When a man’s folly brings his way to 
ruin, 

his heart rages against the Lord. 

4 Wealth brings many new friends, 

but a poor man is deserted by his 
friend, 

5 A false witness will not go unpun¬ 

ished, 


and he who utters lies will not 
escape. 

6 Many seek the favour of a generous 

man, 

and every one is a friend to a man 
who gives gilts. 

7 All a poor man’s brothers hate him; 

how much more do his friends go 
far from him! 

He pursues them with words, but 
does not have them. 1 * 

8 He who gets wisdom loves himself; 

he who keeps understanding will 
prosper. 

9 A false witness will not go unpun¬ 

ished, 

and he who utters lies will perish. 

10 It is not fitting for a fool to live in 

luxury, 

much less for a slave to rule over 
princes. 

11 Good sense makes a man slow to 

anger, 

and it is his glory to overlook an 
offence. 

12 A king’s wrath is like the growling of 

a lion, 

but his favour is like dew upon the 


grass. 

13 A foolish son is ruin to his father* 


* Or in his imagination a Gk Syr Vg Tg: The meanini: of the Hebrew is uncertain 
6 Syr Tg: Heb A man of c Cn Compare Syr Vg Tg: j leb to be broken a Heb uncertain 
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and a wife’s quarrelling is a con¬ 
tinual dripping of rain. 

14 House and wealth are inherited from 

fathers, 

but a prudent wife is from the 
Lord. 

15 Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep, 

and an idle person will suffer 
hunger. 

16 He who keeps the commandment 

keeps his life; 

he who despises the word? will die. 

17 He who is kind to the poor lends to 

the Lord, 

and he will repay him for his deed. 

1 8 Discipline your son while there is 

hope; 

do not set your heart on his de¬ 
struction. 

* 9 A man of great wrath will pay the 
penalty; 

for if you deliver him, you will only 
have to do it again/ 

20 Listen to advice and accept instruc¬ 

tion, 

that you may gain wisdom for the 
future. 

21 Many are the plans in the mind of a 

man, 

but it is the purpose of the Lord 
that will be established. 

22 What is desired in a man is loyalty, 

and a poor man is better than a liar. 

23 The fear of the Lord leads to life; 

and he who has it rests satisfied; 
he will not be visited by harm. 

24 The sluggard buries his hand in the 

dish, 

and will not even bring it back to 
his mouth. 

25 Strike a scoffer, and the simple will 

learn prudence; 

reprove a man of understanding, 
and he will gain knowledge. 

2® He who does violence to his father 
and chases away his mother 
is a son who causes shame and 
brings reproach. 

27 Cease, my son, to hear instruction 

only to stray from the words of 
knowledge. 

28 A worthless witness mocks at justice, 

and the mouth of the wicked de¬ 
vours iniquity. 

29 Condemnation is ready for scoffers, 

and flogging for the backs of fools. 
Wine is a mocker, strong drink a 
brawler; 

* Cn Compare 13.13: Heb his ways S Heb obscure 
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and whoever is led astray by it is 
not wise. 

2 The dread wrath of a king is like the 

growling of a lion; 
he who provokes him to anger for¬ 
feits his life. 

3 It is an honour for a man to keep aloof 

from strife; 

but every fool will be quarrelling. 

4 The sluggard does not plough in the 

autumn; 

he will seek at harvest and have 
nothing. 

5 The purpose in a man’s mind is like 

deep water, 

but a man of understanding will 
draw it out. 

6 Many a man proclaims his own 

loyalty, 

but a faithful man who can find? 

7 A righteous man who walks in his 

integrity— 

blessed are his sons after him! 

8 A king who sits on the throne of judg¬ 

ment 

winnows all evil with his eyes. 

9 Who can say, “I have made my heart 

clean; 

I am pure from my sin”? 

10 Diverse weights and diverse measures 

are both alike an abomination to 
the Lord. 

11 Even a child makes himself known by 

his acts, 

whether what he does is pure and 
right. 

12 The hearing car and the seeing eye, 

the Lord has made them both. 

13 Love not sleep, lest you come to 

poverty; 

open your eyes, and you will have 
plenty of bread. 

14 “It is bad, it is bad,” says the buyer; 

but when he goes away, then he 
boasts. 

15 There is gold, and abundance of 

costly stones; 

but the lips of knowledge are a 
precious jewel. 

16 Take a man’s garment when he has 

given surety for a stranger, 
and hold him in pledge when he 
gives surety for foreigners. 

1 7 Bread gained by deceit is sweet to a 

man, 

but afterward his mouth will be full 
of gravel. 

18 Plans are established by counsel; 
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by wise guidance wage war. 

39 He who goes about gossiping reveals 
secrets; 

therefore do not associate with one 
who speaks foolishly. 

20 If one curses his father or his mother, 

his lamp will be put out in utter 
darkness. 

21 An inheritance gotten hastily in the 

beginning 

will in the end not be blessed. 

22 Do not say, “I will repay evil”; 

wait for the Lord, and he will help 
you. 

23 Diverse weights are an abomination 

to the Lord, 

and false scales are not good. 

24 A man’s steps are ordered by the 

Lord; 

how then can man understand his 
way? 

25 It is a snare for a man to say rashly, 

“It is holy,” 

and to reflect only after making his 
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Is a fleeting vapour and a snare of 
death. 

7 The violence of the wicked will sweep 

them away, 

because they refuse to do what is 
just. 

8 The way of the guilty is crooked, 

but the conduct of the pure is 
right. 

9 It is better to live in a comer of the 

housetop 

than in a house shared with a con¬ 
tentious woman. 

30 The soul of the wicked desires evil; 
his neighbour finds no mercy in his 
eyes. 

11 When a scoffer is punished, the sim¬ 

ple becomes wise; 
when a wise man is instructed, he 
gains knowledge. 

12 The righteous observes the house of 

the wicked; 

the wicked are cast down to ruin. 

33 He who closes his ear to the cry of the 


vows. 

26 A wise king winnows the wicked, 

and drives the wheel over them. 

27 The spirit of man is the lamp of the 

Lord, 

searching all his innermost parts. 

28 Loyalty and faithfulness preserve the 

king, 

and his throne is upheld by right¬ 
eousness. o 

29 The glory of young men is their 

strength, 

but the beauty of old men is their 
grey hair. 

30 Blows that wound cleanse away evil; 

strokes make clean the innermost 


21 


. *ts. 

The king’s heart is a stream of 
water in the hand of the Lord; 
he turns it wherever he will. 


2 Every way of a ma n is right in his 


own eyes, 

but the Lord weighs the heart. 

3 To do righteousness and justice 

is more acceptable to the Lord 
than sacrifice. 

4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, 

the lamp of the wicked, are sin. 

3 The plans of the diligent lead surely 
to abundance, 

but every one who is hasty comes 
only to want. 

3 The getting of treasures by a lying 


tongue 


poor 

will himself cry out and not be 
heard. 

34 A gift in secret averts anger; 

and a bribe in the bosom, strong 
wrath. 

15 When justice is done, it is a joy to the 

righteous, 

but dismay to evildoers. 

16 A man who wanders from the way of 

understanding 

will rest in the assembly of the 
dead. 

37 He who loves pleasure will be a poor 
man; 

he who loves wine and oil will not 
be rich. 

18 The wicked is a ransom for the 

righteous, 

and the faithless for the upright. 

19 It is better to live in a desert 

land 

than with a contentious and fretful 
woman. 

20 Precious treasure remains* in a wise 

man’s dwelling, 
but a foolish man devours it. 

23 He who pursues righteousness and 
kindness 

will And life 4 and honour. 

22 A wise man scales the dty of the 
mighty 

and brings down the stronghold in 
which they trust. 


# Gk: Heb loyalty h Gk: Heb and oil 4 Gk: Heb life and rightetmsnest 
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23 He who keeps his mouth and his 
tongue 

keeps himself out of trouble. 

34 <f Scoffer” is the name of the proud, 
haughty man 

who acts with arrogant pride. 

25 The desire of the sluggard lulls him 

for his hands refuse to labour. 

26 All day long the wicked covets^ 

but the righteous gives and does 
not hold back. 

27 The sacrifice of the wicked is an 

abomination; 

how much more when he brings it 
with evil intent. 

28 A false witness will perish, 

but the word of a man who hears 
will endure. 

29 A wicked man puts on a bold face, 

but an upright man considers*' his 


ways. 

30 No wisdom, no understanding, no 

counsel, 

can avail against the Lord. 

31 The horse is made ready, for the day 

of battle, 

but the victory belongs to the 
Lord. 

'J'J A good name is to be chosen 
rather than great riches, 
and favour is better than silver or 
gold. 

2 The rich and the poor meet together; 

the Lord is the maker of them all. 

3 A prudent man sees danger and hides 

himself; 

but the simple go on, and suffer 
for it. 

4 The reward for humility and fear of 

the Lord 

is riches and honour and life. 

5 Thorns and snares are in the way of 

the perverse; 

he who guards himself will keep 
far from them. 

® Train up a child in the way he should 
go, 

and when he is old he will not de- 
part from it. 

7 The rich rules over the poor, 

and the borrower is the slave of the 
lender. 

8 He who sows injustice will reap 

calamity, 

and the rod of his fury will fail. 

" He who has a bountiful eye will be 
blessed. 


for he shares his bread with the 
poor. 

10 Drive out a scoffer, and strife will go 

out, 

and quarrelling and abuse will 
cease. 

11 He who loves purity of heart, 

and whose speech is gracious, will 
have the king as his friend. 

12 The eyes of the Lord keep watch 

over knowledge, 

but he overthrows the words of the 
faithless. 

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion 

outside! 

I shall be slain in the streets!” 

14 The mouth of a loose woman is a deep 

pit; 

he with whom the Lord is angry 
will fall into it. 

1 5 Folly is bound up in the heart of a 

child, 

but the rod of discipline drives it 
far from him. 

16 He who oppresses the poor to in¬ 

crease his own wealth, 
or gives to the rich, will only come 
to want. 

1 7 Incline your ear, and hear the words 

of the wise, 

and apply your mind to my knowl¬ 
edge; 

18 for it will be pleasant if you keep them 

within you, 

if all of them are ready on your lips. 

19 That your trust may be in the Lord, 

I have made them known to you 
today, even to you. 

20 Have 1 not written for you thirty 

sayings 

of admonition and knowledge, 

21 to show you what is right and true, 

that you may give a true answer to 
those who sent you? 

22 Do not rob the poor, because he is 

poor, 

or crush the afflicted at the gate; 

23 for the Lord will plead their cause 

and despoil of life those who de¬ 
spoil them. 

24 Make no friendship with a man given 

to anger, 

nor go with a wrathful man, 

25 lest you learn his ways 


2i?8 (Gkj 5 covets covetou *ly * Another reading is e 
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and entangle yourself in a snare. 16 My soul will rejoice 
26 Be not one of those who give pledges, when your lips speak what is right. 


who become surety for debts. 

27 If you have nothing with which to 

pay, 

why should your bed be taken from 
under you? 

28 Remove not the ancient landmark 

which your fathers have set. 

29 Do you see a man skilfid in his work? 

he will stand before kings; 
he will not stand before obscure 


17 Let not your heart envy sinners, 

but continue in the fear of the 
Lord all the day. 

18 Surely there is a future, 

and your hope will not be cut off. 

19 Hear, my son, and be wise, 

and direct your mind in the way. 

20 Be not among winebibbers, 

or among gluttonous eaters of 


23 


men. 

When you sit down to eat with a 
ruler, 

observe carefully what 1 is before 


meat; 

21 for the drunkard and the glutton will 
come to poverty, 

and drowsiness will clothe a man 
with rags. 


you; 

2 and put a knife to your throat 

if you are a man given to appetite. 

3 Do not desire his delicacies, 

for they are deceptive food., 

4 Do not toil to acquire wealth; 

be wise enough to desist. 

6 When your eyes light upon it, it is 
gone; 

for suddenly it takes to itself wings, 
flying like an eagle toward heaven. 

6 Do not eat the bread of a man who 

is stingy; 

do not desire his delicacies; 

7 for he is like one who is inwardly 

reckoning . m 

“Eat and drink!” he says to you; 
but his heart is not with you. 

8 You will vomit up the morsels which 

you have eaten, 

and waste your pleasant words. 

9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, 

for he will despise the wisdom of 
your words. 

10 Do not remove an ancient landmark 

or enter the fields of the father¬ 
less; 

11 fot their Redeemer is strong; 

he will plead their cause against 
you. 

12 Apply your mind to instruction 

and your ear to words of knowl¬ 
edge. 

13 Do not withhold discipline from a 

child; 

if you beat him with a rod, he will 
not die. 

14 If you beat him with the rod 

you will save his life from Sheol. 

15 My son, if your heart is wise, 

my heart too will be glad. 

* Or who m Hcb obscure n Another reading is delight 


22 Hearken to your father who begot 

you, 

and do not despise your mother 
when she is old. 

23 Buy truth, and do not sell it; 

buy wisdom, instruction, and un¬ 
derstanding. 

24 The father of the righteous will 

greatly rejoice; 

he who begets a wise son will be 
glad in him. 

25 Let your father and mother be glad, 

let her who bore you rejoice. 

26 My son, give me your heart, 

and let your eyes observe” my 
ways. 

27 For a harlot is a deep pit; 

an adventuress is a narrow well. 

28 She lies in wait like a robber 

and increases the faithless among 
men. 

29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? 

Who has strife? Who has com¬ 
plaining? 

Who has wounds without cause? 

Who has redness of eyes? 

30 Those who tarry long over wine, 

those who go to try mixed wine. 

31 Do not look at wine when it is red* 

when it sparkles in the cup 
and goes down smoothly. 

32 At the last it bites like a serpent, 

and stings like an adder. 

33 Your eyes will see strange things, 

and your mind utter perverse 
things. 

34 You will be like one who lies down in 

the midst of the sea, 
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like one who lies on the top of a 
mast . 0 

35 “They struck me,” you will say,P 
“but 1 was not hurt; 
they beat me, but I did not feel it. 
When shall I awake? 

I will seek another drink.” 

A Be not envious of evil men, 
aJtc nor desire to be with them; 

2 for their minds devise violence, 

and their lips talk of mischief. 

3 By wisdom a house is built, 

and by understanding it is estab¬ 
lished ; 

4 by knowledge the rooms are filled 

with aLl precious and pleasant 
riches.. 

5 A wise man is mightier than a strong 

man, 4 * 

and a man of knowledge than he 
who has strength; 

6 for by wise guidance you can wage 

your war, 

and in abundance of counsellors 
there is victory. 

7 Wisdom is too high for a fool; 

in the gate he does not open his 
mouth. 

3 He who plans to do evil 

will be called a mischief-maker. 

9 The devising of folly is sin, 

and the scoffer is an abomination 
to men. 

10 If you faint in the day of adversity* 

your strength is small. 

11 Rescue those who are being taken 

away to death; 

hold back those who are stumbling 
to the slaughter. 

12 If you say, “Behold, we did not know 

this,” 

does not he who weighs the heart 
perceive it? 

Does not he who keeps watch over 
your soul know it, 
and will he not requite man ac¬ 
cording to his work? 

13 My son, eat honey, for it is good, 

and the drippings of the honey¬ 
comb are sweet to your taste, 

14 Know that wisdom is such to your 

soul; 

if you find it, there will be a future. 


and your hope will not be cut off. 

15 Lie not in wait as a wicked man 

against the dwelling of the 
righteous; 

do not violence to his home; 

1 6 for a righteous man falls seven times, 

and rises again; 

but the wicked are overthrown by 
calamity. 

Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, 
and let not your heart be glad 
when he stumbles; 

18 lest the Lord see it, and be dis¬ 

pleased, 

and turn away his anger from him. 

19 Fret not yourself because of evil¬ 

doers, 

and be not envious of the wicked; 

20 for the evil man has no future; 

the lamp of the wicked will be put 
out. 

21 My son, fear the Lord and the king, 

and do not disobey either of them ; r 

22 for disaster from them will rise sud¬ 

denly, 

and who knows the ruin that will 
come from them both? 

23 These also are sayings of the wise. 

Partiality in judging is not good. 

24 He who says to the wicked, “You are 

innocent,” 

will be cursed by peoples, abhorred 
by nations; 

2 s but those who rebuke the wicked will 
have delight, 

and a good blessing will be upon 
them. 

26 He who gives a right answer 

kisses the lips. 

27 Prepare your work outside, 

get everything ready for you in the 
field; 

and after that build your house. 

28 Be not a witness against your neigh¬ 

bour without cause, 
and do not deceive with your lips. 

29 Do not say, “I will do to him as he 

has done to me; 

I will pay the man back for what 
he has done.” 


• Hcb obscure V Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb lacks you will say • Gk Compare Syr Tg: Heb is in strength 
T Gk: Heb do not associate with those who change 
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Comparisons 


30 1 passed by the field of a sluggard, 
by the vineyard of a man without 
sense; 

31 and lo, it was all overgrown with 

thorns; 

the ground was covered with 
nettles, 

and its stone wall was broken 
down. 

32 Then I saw and considered it; 

I looked and received instruction. 

33 A little sleep, a little slumber, 

a little folding of the hands to 
rest, 

34 and poverty will come upon you like 

a robber, 

and want like an armed man. 


C These also are proverbs of Solo- 
jLD mon which the men of Hezeki'ah 
king of Judah copied. 


2 It is the glory of God to conceal 

things, 

but the glory of kings is to search 
things out. 

3 As the heavens for height, and die 

earth for depth, 

so the mind of kings is unsearch¬ 
able. 

4 Take away the dross from the silver, 

and the smith has material for a 
vessel; 

5 take away the wicked from the pres¬ 

ence of the king, 

and his throne will be established 
in righteousness. 

6 Do not put yourself forward in the 

king’s presence 

or stand in the place of the great; 
1 for it is better to be told, “Come up 
here,” 

than to be put lower in the presence 
of the prince. 


What your eyes have seen 

• do not hastily bring into court; 
for* what will you do in the end, 

when your neighbour puts you to 
shame? 

• Argue your case with your neighbour 

himself, 

and do not disclose another’s 
secret; 

30 lest he who hears you bring shame 
upon you, 

and your ill repute have no end. 

•Cn: Heb lest * Gk: Heb fy$ 

25.21-22* Rom 12.20. 


11 A word fitly spoken 

is like apples of gold in a setting of 
silver. 

12 Like a gold ring or an ornament of 

gold 

is a wise reprover to a listening ear. 

13 Like the cold of snow in the time of 

harvest 

is a faithful messenger to those who 
send him, 

he refreshes the spirit of his 
masters. 

14 Like clouds and wind without rain is 

a man who boasts of a gift he does 
not give. 

15 With patience a ruler may be per¬ 

suaded, 

and a soft tongue will break a bone. 

16 If you have found honey, eat only 

enough for you, 

lest you be sated with it and vomit 
it. 

17 Let your foot be seldom in your 

neighbour’s house, 
lest he become weary of you and 
hate you. 

18 A man who bears false witness against 

his neighbour 

is like a war club, or a sword, or a 
sharp arrow. 

19 Trust in a faithless man in time of 

trouble 

is like a bad tooth or a foot that 
slips. 

20 He veho sings songs to a heavy heart 

is like one who takes off a garment 
on a cold day, 

and like vinegar on a wound . 1 

21 If your enemy is hungry, give him 

bread to eat; 

and if he is thirsty, give him water 
to drink; 

22 for you will heap coals of fire on his 

head, 

and the Lord will reward you. 

23 The north wind brings forth rain; 

and a backbiting tongue, angry 
looks. 

24 It is better to live in a comer of the 

housetop 

than in a house shared with a con¬ 
tentious woman. 

25 Like cold water to a thirsty soul, 

so is good news from a far country. 

26 Like a muddied spring or a polluted 

fountain 
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is a righteous man who gives way 
before the wicked. 

27 It is not good to eat much honey, 

so be sparing of complimentary 
words." 

28 A man without self-control 

is like a city broken into and left 
without walls. 

Like snow in summer or rain in 
harvest, 

so honour is not fitting for a fool. 

2 Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a 

swallow in its flying, 
a curse that is causeless does not 
alight. 

3 A whip for the horse, a bridle for the 

ass, 

and a rod for the back of fools. 

4 Answer not a fool according to his 

folly, 

lest you be like him yourself. 

5 Answer a fool according to his folly, 

lest he be wise in his own eyes. 

6 He who sends a message by the hand 

of a fool 

cuts off his own feet and drinks 
violence. 

7 Like a lame man’s legs, which hang 

useless, 

is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 

8 Like one who binds the stone in the 

sling 

is he who gives honour to a fool. 

9 Like a thorn that goes up into the 

hand of a drunkard 
is a proverb in the mouth of fools. 
10 Like an archer who wounds every¬ 
body 

is he who hires a passing fool or 
drunkard . v 

51 Like a dog that returns to his vomit 
is a fool that repeats his folly. 

12 Do you see a man who is wise in his 

own eyes? 

There is more hope for a fool than 
for him. 

13 The sluggard says, “There is a lion 

in the road! 

There is a lion in the streets!” 

14 As a door turns on its hinges, 

so does a sluggard on his bed. 

15 The sluggard buries his hand in the 

dish; 

it wears him out to bring it back to 
his mouth. 

16 The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes 


than seven men who can answer 
discreetly. 

17 He who meddles in a quarrel not his 

own 

is like one who takes a passing dog 
by the ears. 

18 Like a madman who throws fire¬ 

brands, 

arrows, and death, 

is the man who deceives his neighbour 
and says, “I am only joking!” 

20 For lack of wood the fire goes out; 

and where there is no whisperer, 
quarrelling ceases. 

21 As charcoal to hot embers and wood 

to fire, 

so is a quarrelsome man for kin¬ 
dling strife. 

22 The words of a whisperer are like 

delicious morsels; 
they go down into the inner parts of 
the body. 

23 Like the glaze ^ covering an earthen 

vessel 

are smooth* lips with an evil heart. 

24 He who hates, dissembles with his 

lips 

and harbours deceit in his heart; 

25 when he speaks graciously, believe 

him not, 

for there are seven abominations in 
his heart; 

26 though his hatred be covered with 

guile, 

his wickedness will be exposed in 
the assembly. 

27 He who digs a pit will fall into it, 

and a stone will come back upon 
him who starts it rolling. 

28 A lying tongue hates its victims, 

and a flattering mouth works ruin. 
Do not boast about tomorrow, 
X / for you do not know what a day 
may bring forth. 

2 Let another praise you, and not your 

own mouth; 

a stranger, and not your own lips. 

3 A stone is heavy, and sand is weighty, 

but a fool’s provocation is heavier 
than both. 

4 Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelm¬ 

ing; 

but who can stand before jealousy? 

5 Better is open rebuke 

than hidden love. 

6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; 


“ Co Compare Gk Syr Tg: Heb searching out their glory is glory v The Hebrew text of this verse is uncertain 
» Cn: Heb silver of dross * Gk: Heb burning 
28.11* 2 Pet 2.22. 
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Antithetic proverbs 


profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 

7 He who is sated loathes honey, 

but to one who is hungry every¬ 
thing bitter is sweet. 

8 Like a bird that strays from its nest, 

is a man who strays from his home. 

9 Oil and perfume make the heart glad, 

but the soul is tom by troubled 

10 Your friend, and your father’s friend, 

do not forsake; 

and do not go to your brother’s 
house in the day of your calamity. 
Better is a neighbour who is near 
than a brother who is far away. 

11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart 

glad, 

that I may answer him who re¬ 
proaches me. 

12 A prudent man sees danger and hides 

himself; 

but the simple go on, and suffer 
for it. 

13 Take a man’s garment when he has 

given surety for a stranger, 
and hold him in pledge when he 
gives surety for foreigners. 2 

14 He who blesses his neighbour with a 

loud voice, 

rising early in the morning, 
will be counted as cursing. 

13 A continual dripping on a rainy day 
and a contentious woman are alike; 
l fi to restrain her is to restrain the wind" 
or to grasp oil in his right hand. 

1 7 Iron sharpens iron, 

and one man sharpens another. 

18 He who tends a fig tree will eat its 

fruit, 

and he who guards his master will 
be honoured. 

19 As in water face answers to face, 

so the mind of man reflects the 
man. 

20 Sheol and Abaddon are never satis¬ 

fied, 

and never satisfied are the eyes of 
man. 

21 The crucible is for silver, and the 

furnace is for gold, 
and a man is judged by his praise. 

22 Crush a fool in a mortar with a pestle 

along with crushed grain, 
yet his folly will not depart from 
him. 

23 Know well the condition of your 

flocks, 

V Gk: Heb the sweetness of his friend from hearty counsel 
a Heb obscure 


and give attention to your herds; 

24 for riches do not last for ever; 

and does a crown endure to all 
generations? 

25 When the grass is gone, and the new 

growth appears, 

and the herbage of the mountains 
is gathered, 

26 the lambs will provide your clothing, 

and the goats the price of a field; 

27 there will be enough goats’ milk for 

your food, 

for the food of your household 
and maintenance for your maidens. 


28 


The wicked flee when no one 
pursues, 

but the righteous are bold as a lion. 

2 When a land transgresses 

it has many rulers; 
but with men of understanding and 
knowledge 

its stability will long continue. 

3 A poor man who oppresses the poor 

is a beating rain that leaves no 
food. 

4 Those who forsake the law praise the 

wicked, 

but those who keep the law strive 
against them. 

3 Evil men do not understand justice, 
but those who seek the Lord un¬ 
derstand it completely. 

6 Better is a poor man who walks in his 

integrity 

tharv a rich man who is perverse in 
his ways. 

7 He who keeps the law is a wise son, 

but a companion of gluttons 
shames his father. 

8 He who augments his wealth by in¬ 

terest and increase 
gathers it for him who is kind to 
the poor. 

9 If one turns away his ear from hearing 

the law, 

even his prayer is an abomination. 

10 He who misleads the upright into an 

evil way 

will fall into his own pit: 
but the blameless will have a 
goodly inheritance. 

11 A rich man is wise in his own eyes, 

but a poor man who has under¬ 
standing will find him out. 

12 When the righteous triumph, there 

is great glory; 

* Vg and 20.16: Heb a foreign woman 
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but when the wicked rise, men 
hide themselves. 

13 He who conceals his transgressions 

will not prosper, 

but he who confesses and forsakes 
them will obtain mercy. 

14 Blessed is the man who fears the 

Lord always; 

but he who hardens his heart will 
fall into calamity. 

15 Like a roaring lion or a charging bear 

is a wicked ruler over a poor peo¬ 
ple. 

26 A ruler who lacks understanding is a 
cruel oppressor; 

but he who hates unjust gain will 
prolong his days. 

17 If a man is burdened with the blood 

of another, 

let him be a fugitive until death; 
let no one help him. 

18 He who walks in integrity will be 

delivered, 

but he who is perverse in his ways 
will fall into a pit. ft 

19 Ke who tills his land will have plenty 

of bread, 

but he who follows worthless pur¬ 
suits will have plenty of poverty. 

20 A faithful man will abound with 

blessings, 

but he who hastens to be rich will 
not go unpunished. 

21 To show partiality is not good; 

but for a piece of bread a man will 
do wrong. 

22 A miserly man hastens after wealth, 

and does not know that want will 
come upon him. 

23 He who rebukes a man will afterward 

find more favour 

than he who flatters with his 
tongue. 

24 He who robs his father or his mother 

and says, “That is no transgres- 
sion,” 

is the companion of a man who 
destroys. 

25 A greedy man stirs up strife, 

but he who trusts in the Lord will 
be enriched. 

26 He who trusts in his own mind is a 

fool; 

but he who walks in wisdom will 
be delivered. 

27 He who gives to the poor will not 

want, 

® Syr: Hcb in one 
®Cn: Heb upright 


but he who hides his eyes will get 
many a curse. 

28 When the wicked rise, men hide 
themselves, 

but when they perish, the righteous 
increase. 

He who is often reproved, 
yet stiffens his neck 
will suddenly be broken beyond 
healing. 

2 When the righteous are in authority, 

the people rejoice; 
but when the wicked rule, the 
people groan, 

3 He who loves wisdom makes his 

father glad, 

but one who keeps company with 
harlots squanders his substance. 

4 By justice a king gives stability to the 

land, 

but one who exacts gifts ruins it. 

5 A man who flatters his neighbour 

spreads a net for his feet. 

6 An evil man is ensnared in his trans¬ 

gression, 

but a righteous man sings and re¬ 


joices. 

7 A righteous man knows the rights of 

the poor; 

a wicked man does not understand 
such knowledge. 

8 Scoffers set a city aflame, 

but wise men turn away wrath. 

9 If a wise man has an argument with a 

fool. 


the fool only rages and laughs, 
and there is no quiet. 

10 Bloodthirsty men hate one who is 
blameless, 

and the wicked® seek his life. 

A fool gives full vent to his anger, 
but a wise man quietly holds it 
back. 

112 If a ruler listens to falsehood, 

.all his officials will be wicked. 

13 The poor man and the oppressor 
meet together; 

the Lord gives light to the eyes of 
both. 

24 If a king judges the poor with equity 
his throne will be established for 


ever. 

15 The rod and reproof $ive wisdom, 

but a child left to himself brings 
shame to his mother. 

16 When the wicked are in authority, 

transgression increases; 
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but the righteous will look upon 
their downfall. 

17 Discipline your son, and he will give 
you rest; 

he will give delight to your heart. 
* 8 Where there is no prophecy the 
people cast off restraint, 
but blessed is he who keeps the 
law. 

19 By mere words a servant is not dis¬ 

ciplined, 

for though he understands, he will 
not give heed. 

20 Do you see a man who is hasty in 

his words? 

There is more hope for a fool than 
for him. 

21 He who pampers his servant from 

childhood, 

will in the end find him his heir. 1 * 

22 A man of wrath stirs up strife, 

and a man given to anger causes 
much transgression. 

23 A man’s pride will bring him low, 

but he who is lowly in spirit will 
obtain honour. 

24 The partner of a thief hates his own 

Hfe; 

he hears the curse, but discloses 
nothing. 

25 The fear of man lays a snare, 

but he who trusts in the Lord is 
safe. 

26 Many seek the favour of a ruler, 

but from the Lord a man gets 
justice. 

27 An unjust man is an abomination to 

the righteous, 

but he whose way is straight is an 
abomination to the wicked. 

QA The words of Agur son of Jakeh 
3 " of Massa.* 

The man says to Ith'i-el, 
to Ith'i-el and XJcal'S 
2 Surely I am too stupid to be a 
man. 

I have not the understanding of a 
man. 

2 I have not learned wisdom^ 

nor have I knowledge of the Holy 
One. 

4 Who has ascended to heaven and 
come down? 

Who has gathered the wind in his 
fists? 


Who has wrapped up the waters m a 
garment? 

Who has established all the ends of 
the earth? 

What is his name, and what is his 
son’s name? 

Surely you know! 

5 Every word of God proves true; 

he is a shield to those who take 
refuge in him. 

6 Do not add to his words, 

lest he rebuke you, and you be 
found a liar. 

7 Two things I ask of thee; 

deny them not to me before I die: 

8 Remove far from me falsehood and 

lying; 

give me neither poverty nor riches; 
feed me with the food that is 
needful for me, 

9 lest I be full, and deny thee, 

and say, “Who is the Lord?** 
or lest I be poor, and steal, 

and profane the name of my God. 

10 Do not slander a servant to his mas- 

, ter, 

lest he curse you, and you be held 
guilty. 

11 There are those who curse their 

fathers 

and do not bless their mothers. 

12 There are those who are pure in their 

own eyes 

but are not cleansed of their filth. 

13 There are those—how lofty are their 

eyes, 

how high their eyelids lift! 

14 There are those whose teeth are 

swords, 

whose teeth are knives, 
to devour the poor from off the earth, 
the needy from among men. 

15 The leech? has two daughters; 

“Give, give,” they cry. 

Three things are never satisfied; 
four never say, “Enough**: 

16 Sheol, the barren womb, 

the earth ever thirsty for water, 
and the fire which never says, 
“Enough.*** 

17 The eye that mocks a father 


* The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain * Ox the oracle 
9 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain * Heb obscure 


SThe Hebrew of this verse is obscure 
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Praise of a worthy woman 
and scorns to obey a mother 
will be picked out by the ravens 
of the valley 

and eaten by the vultures. 

*8 Three things are too wonderful for 
me; 

four I do not understand: 

W the way of an eagle in the sky, 
the way of a serpent on a rock, 
the way of a ship on the high seas, 
and the way of a man with a 
maiden. 

20 This is the way of an adulteress: 

she eats, and wipes her mouth, 
and says, “I have done no wrong.” 

21 Under three things the earth trem¬ 

bles; 

under four it cannot bear up: 

22 a slave when he becomes king, 

and a fool when he is filled with 
food; 

23 an unloved woman when she gets a 

husband, 

and a maid when she succeeds her 
mistress. 

2* Four things on earth are small, 
but they are exceedingly wise: 

25 the ants are a people not strong, 

yet they provide their food in the 
summer; 

26 the badgers are a people not mighty, 

yet they make their homes in the 
rocks; 

27 the locusts have no king, 

yet all of them march in rank; 

28 the lizard you can take in your hands, 

yet it is in kings’ palaces. 

29 Three things are stately in their 

tread; 

four are stately in their stride: 

30 the lion, which is mightiest among 

beasts 

and does not turn back before any; 

31 the strutting cock,* the he-goat, 

and a king striding before* his 
people. 

32 If you have been foolish, exalting 

yourself, 

or if you have been devising evil, 
put your hand on your mouth. 

33 For pressing milk produces curds. 
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pressing the nose produces blood, 
and pressing anger produces strife. 

The words of Lemuel, king of 
dl Massa,* which his mother taught 
him: 

2 What, my son? What, son of my 

womb? 

What, son of my vows? 

3 Give not your strength to women, 

your ways tothosewhodestroy kings. 

4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, 

it is not for kings to drink wine, 
or for rulers to desire* strong drink; 

5 lest they drink and forget what has 

been decreed, 

and pervert the rights of all the 
afflicted. 

6 Give strong drink to him who is 

perishing, 

and wine to those in bitter distress; 

7 let them drink and forget their 

poverty, 

and remember their misery no 
more. 

8 Open your mouth for the dumb, 

for the rights of all who are left 
desolate . m 

9 Open your mouth, judge righteously, 

maintain the rights of the poor and 
needy. 

10 A good wife who can find? 

She is far more precious than 
jewels. 

11 The heart of her husband trusts in 

her, 

and he will have no lack of gain. 

12 She docs him good, and not harm, 

all the days of her life. 

13 She seeks wool and flax, 

and works with willing hands. 

1 4 She is like the ships of the merchant, 

she brings her food from afar. 

15 She rises while it is yet night 

and provides food for her house¬ 
hold 

and tasks for her maidens. 

16 She considers a field and buys it; 

with the fruit of her hands she 
plants a vineyard. 

1 7 She girds her. loins with strength 

and makes her arms strong. 

18 She perceives that her merchandise 

is profitable. 

Her lamp does not go out at night* 


* Gk Svr Tg Compare Vg: Heb obscure i The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

* Or King Lemuel, the oracle 1 Cn: Heb where m Heb are sons of passing away 
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19 She puts her hands to the distaff, 

and her hands hold the spindle. 

20 She opens her hand to the poor, 

and reaches out her hands to the 
needy, 

21 She is not afraid of snow for her 

household, 

for all her household are clothed 
in scarlet. 

22 She makes herself coverings; 

her clothing is fine linen and 
purple. 

23 Her husband is known in the gates, 

when he sits among the elders of 
the land. 

24 She makes linen garments and sells 

them; 

she delivers girdles to the mer¬ 
chant. 

25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, 

and she laughs at the time to come. 


586 Praise of a worthy woman 

26 She opens her mouth with wis¬ 
dom, 

and the teaching of kindness is on 
her tongue. 

27 She looks well to the ways of her 
household, 

and does not eat the bread of idle¬ 
ness. 

28 Her children rise up and call her 
blessed; 

her husband also, and he praises 
her: 

29 "Many women have done excellently, 
but you surpass them all.” 

30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain, 

but a woman who fears the Lord 
is to be praised. 

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, 
and let her works praise her in the 

gates. 



ECCLESIASTES 

OR THE PREACHER 


I The words of the Preacher, a the 
son of David, king in Jerusalem. 

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 
vanity of vanities! A11 is vanity. 

3 What does man gain by all the toil 
at which he toils under the sun? 

4 A generation goes, and a generation 
comes, 

but the earth remains for ever. 

3 The sun rises and the sun goes down, 
and hastens to the place where it 
rises. 

6 The wind blows to the south, 
and goes round to the north; 
round and round goes the wind, 
and on its circuits the wind returns. 
? All streams run to the sea, 
but the sea is not full; 
to the place where the streams flow, 
there they flow again. 

® All things are full of weariness; 
a man cannot utter it; 
the eye is not satisfied with seeing, 
nor the ear filled with hearing. 

• What has been is what will be, 

and what has been done is what 
will be done; 

and there is nothing new under the 
sun. 

10 Is there a thing of which it is said, 
“See, this is new”? 

It has been already, 
in the ages before us. 

11 There is no remembrance of former 
things, 

nor will there be any remembrance 
of later things yet to happen 
among those who come after. 

121 the Preacher have been king over 
Israel in Jerusalem. 13 And I applied my 
mind to seek and to search out by wis¬ 
dom all that is done under heaven; it is 
an unhappy business that God has given 
to the sons of men to be busy with. 14 I 
have seen everything that is done under 
the sun; and behold, all is vanity and a 
striving after wind.* 

15 What is crooked cannot be made 
straight, 

and what is lacking cannot be 
numbered. 

■ Heb Koheleth b Or a feeding on wind. See Ho» 12.1 


16 I said to myself, “I have acquired 
great wisdom, surpassing all who were 
over Jerusalem before me; and my mind 
has had great experience of wisdom and 
knowledge.” DAnd I applied my mind 
to know wisdom and to know madness 
and folly. I perceived that this also is 
but a striving after wind. 

18 For in much wisdom is much vexa¬ 
tion, 

and he who increases knowledge in¬ 
creases sorrow. 

I said to myself, “Come now, I 
will make a test of pleasure; enjoy 
yourself.” But behold, this also was 
vanity. 2 I said of laughter, “It is mad,” 
and of pleasure, “What use is it?” 3 I 
searched with my mind how to cheer 
my body with wine—my mind still 

E liding me with wisdom—and how to 
y hold on folly, till I might see what 
was good for the sons of men to do un¬ 
der heaven during the few days of their 
life. 4 I made great works; I built houses 
and planted vineyards for myself; 5 1 
made myself gardens and parks, and 
planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 
6 I made myself pools from which to 
water the forest of growing trees. 7 I 
bought male and female slaves, and had 
slaves who were bom in my house; I 
had also great possessions of herds and 
flocks, more than any who had been 
before me in Jerusalem. 8 I also gath¬ 
ered for myself silver and gold and the 
treasure of kings and provinces; I got 
singers, both men and women, and 
many concubines,® man’s delight. 

9 So I became great and surpassed all 
who were before me in Jerusalem; also 
my wisdom remained with me. 10 And 
whatever my eyes desired I did not keep 
from them; I kept my heart from no 
pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in 
all my toil, and this was my reward for 
all my toil. 11 Then I considered all that 
my hands had done and the toil I had 
spent in doing it, and behold, all was 
vanity and a striving after wind, and 
there was nothing to be gained under 
the sun. 

e The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
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12 So I turned to consider wisdom 
and madness and folly: for what can 
the man do who comes after the king? 
Only what he has already done. 13 Then 
I saw that wisdom excels folly as light 
excels darkness. 14 The wise man has 
his eyes in his head, but the fool walks 
in darkness; and yet I perceived that 
one fate comes to all of them. 15 Then 
I said to myself, “What befalls the fool 
will befall me also; why then have I 
been so very wise?” And I said to myself 
that this also is vanity. 16 For of the wise 
man as of the fool there is no enduring 
remembrance, seeing that in the days to 
come all will have been long forgotten. 
How the wise man dies just like the fool! 
17 So I hated life, because what is done 
under the sun was grievous to me; for 
all is vanity and a striving after wind. 

18 I hated all my toil in which I had 
toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to the man who will come after 
me; 19 and who knows whether he will 
be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will be 
master of all for which I toiled and used 
my wisdom under the sun. This also is 
vanity. 20 So I turned about and gave 
my heart up to despair over all the toil 
of my labours under the sun, 21 because 
sometimes a man who has toiled with 
wisdom and knowledge and skill must 
leave all to be enjoyed by a man who did 
not toil for it. This also is vanity and a 
great evil. 22 What has a man from all 
the toil and strain with which he toils 
beneath the sun? 23 For all his days are 
full of pain, and his work is a vexation; 
even in the night his mind does not rest. 
This also is vanity. 

24 There is nothing better for a man 
than that he should eat and drink, and 
find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I 
saw, is from the hand of God; 25 for 
apart from him** who can eat or who can 
have enjoyment? 26 For to the man who 
pleases him God gives wisdom and 
knowledge and joy; but to the sinner he 
£ives the work of gathering and heap¬ 
ing, only to give to one who pleases 
God. This also is vanity and a striving 
after wind. 

3 For everything there is a season, 
and a time for every matter under 
heaven; 

2 a time to be bom, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck 
up what is planted; 

d Gk Syr: Heb apart from me 


3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to 
build up; 

4 a time to weep, and a time to 

laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

5 a time to cast away stones, and a time 

to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to re¬ 
frain from embracing; 

6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to cast 
away; 

7 a time; to rend, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to 
speak; 

3 a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

9 What gain has the worker from his 
toil? 

10 I have seen the business that God 
has given to the sons of men to be busy 
with. 11 He has made everything beauti¬ 
ful in its time; also he has put eternity 
into man's mind, yet so that he cannot 
find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end. 12 I know that 
there is nothing better for them than to 
be happy and enjoy themselves as long 
as they live; 13 also that it is God’s gift 
to man that every one should eat and 
drink and take pleasure in all his toil. 
14 I know that whatever God does en¬ 
dures for ever; nothing can be added to 
it, nor anything taken from it; God has 
made it so, in order that men should fear 
before him. 13 That which is, already 
has been; that which is to be, already 
has been; and God seeks what has been 
driven away. 

16 Moreover I saw under the sun that 
in the place of justice, even there was 
wickedness, and in the place of right- 
eousness ? even there was wickedness. 
17 I said m my heart, God will judge the 
righteous and the wicked, for he has 
appointed a time for every matter, and 
for every work. 13 1 said in my heart 
with regard to the sons of men that God 
is testing them to show them that they 
are but beasts. 19 For the fate of the sons 
of men and the fate of beasts is the 
same; as one dies, so dies the other. 
They all have the same breath, and man 
has no advantage over the beasts; for all 
is vanity. 20 A11 go to one place; all are 
from the dust, and all turn to dust again. 
21 Who knows whether the spirit of man 
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goes upward and the spirit of the beast will not rejoice in him. Surely this also 
goes down to the earth? 22 So I saw that is vanity and a striving after wind, 
there is nothing better than that a man C a Guard your steps when you go to 
should enjoy his work, for that is his the house of God; to draw near to 
lot; who can bring him to see what will listen is better than to offer the sacrifice 
be after him? of fools; for they do not know that they 

4 Again I saw all the oppressions are doing evil . lh Be not rash with your 
that are practised under the sun. mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to 
And behold, the tears of the oppressed, utter a word before God, for God is in 
and they had no one to comfort them! heaven, and you upon earth; therefore 
On the side of their oppressors there let your words be few. 
was power, and there was no one to 3 For a dream comes with much 
comfort them. 2 And I thought the dead business, and a fool’s voice with many 
who are already dead more fortunate words. 

than the living who are still alive; 3 but 4 When you vow a vow to God, do 
better than both is he who has not yet not delay paying it; for he has no pleas- 
been, and has not seen the evil deeds ure in fools. Pay what you vow. 5 It is 
that are done under the sun. better that you should not vow than that 

4 Then I saw that all toil and all skill you should vow and not pay. 6 Let not 
in work come from a man’s envy of his your mouth lead you into sin, and do 
neighbour. This also is vanity and a not say before the messenger* that it 
striving after wind. was a mistake; why should God be 

5 The fool folds his hands, and cats angry at your voice, and destroy the 
his own flesh, work of your hands? 

6 Better is a handful of quietness than 7 For when dreams increase, empty 
two hands full of toil and a striving after words grow many :•> but do you fear 
wind. God. 

7 Again, I saw vanity under the sun: 8 If you see in a province the poor 

8 a person who has no one, either son or oppressed and justice and right violently 
brother, yet there is no end to all his toil, taken away, do not be amazed at the 
and his eyes are never satisfied with matter; for the high official is watched 
riches, so that he never asks, “For by a higher, and there are yet higher 

whom am I toiling and depriving my- ones over them. 9 But in all, a king is an 

self of pleasure?” This also is vanity and advantage to a land with cultivated 

an unhappy business. fields.* 

9 Two are better than one, because 10 He who loves money will not be 
they have a good reward for their toil, satisfied with money; nor he who loves 
10 For if they fall, one will lift up his wealth, with gain: this also is vanity, 
fellow; but woe to him who is alone 11 When goods increase, they in- 
when he falls and has not another to lift crease who eat them; and what gain has 
him up. 11 Again, if two lie together, their owner but to see them with his 

they are warm; but how can one be eyes? 

warm alone? 12 And though a man might 12 Sweet is the sleep of a labourer, 
prevail against one who is alone, two whether he eats little or much; but the 
will withstand him. A threefold cord is surfeit of the rich will not let him sleep, 
not quickly broken. 13 There is a grievous evil which I 

13 Better is a poor and wise youth have seen under the sun: riches were 
than an old and foolish king, who will kept by their owner to his hurt, 14 and 
no longer take advice, 14 even though he those riches were lost in a bad venture; 
had gone from prison to the throne or in and he is father of a son, but he has 
his own kingdom had been born poor, nothing in his hand. 15 As he came from 
15 I saw all the living who move about his mother’s womb he shall go again, 
under the sun, as well as that-^ youth, naked as he came, and shall take nothing 
who was to stand in his place; there for his toil, which he may carry away in 
was no end of all the people; he was over his hand. 16 This also is a grievous evil: 
all of them. Yet those who come later just as he came, so shall he go; and 

{Hcb th, tcond V ch 4.17 in Hcb * Ch 5.1 in Heb * Or angel 
Or For in a multitude of dreams there is futility, and ruin in a flood of xvords 
* Or The profit of the land is among all of them; a cultivated field has a king 
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what gain has he that he toiled for the 
wind, 17 and spent all his days in dark¬ 
ness and grief,* in much vexation and 
sickness and resentment? 

18 Behold, what I have seen to be 
good and to be fitting is to eat and drink 
and find enjoyment in all the toil with 
which one toils under the sun the few 
days of his life which God has given 
him, for this is his lot. Every man 
also to whom Gcd has given wealth and 
possessions and power to enjoy them, 
and to accept his lot and find enjoyment 
in his toil—this is the gift of God. 20 For 
he will not much remember the days of 
his life because God keeps him occupied 
with joy in his heart. 

6 There is an evil which I have seen 
under the sun, and it lies heavy 
upon men: 2 a man to whom God gives 
wealth, possessions, and honour, so that 
he lacks nothing of all that he desires, 
yet God does not give him power to 
enjoy them, but a stranger enjoys them ; 
this is vanity; it is a sore affliction. 3 If a 
man begets a hundred children, and 
lives many years, so that the days of his 
years arc many, but he docs not enjoy 
life’s good things, and also has no 
burial, I say that an untimely birth is 
better olf than he. 4 For it comes into 
vanity and gees into darkness, and in 
darkness its name is covered; 5 more¬ 
over it has not seen the sun or known 
anything; yet it finds vest rather than 
he. 6 Even though he should live a 
thousand years twice told, yet enjoy no 
good—do not all go to the one place? 

7 All the toil of man is for his mouth, 
yet his appetite is not satisfied. 8 For 
what advantage has the wise man over 
the fool? And what does the poor man 
have who knows how to conduct himself 
before the living? 9 Better is the sight of 
the eyes than the wandering of desire; 
this also is vanity and a striving after 
wind. 

10 Whatever has come to be has al¬ 
ready been named, and it is known 
what man is, and that he is not able to 
dispute with one stronger than he. 
11 The more words, the more vanity, 
and what is man the better? 12 For who 
knows what is good for man while he 
lives the few days of his vain life, which 
he passes like a shadow? For who can 
tell man what will be after him under 
the sun? 

1 Gk: Heb all his days also he eats in darkness 


good name is better than precious 
/ ointment; 

and the day of death, than the day 
of birth. 

2 It is better to go to the house of 

mourning 

than to go to the house of feasting; 
for this is the end of all men, 

and the living will lay it to heart. 

3 Sorrow is better than laughter, 

for by sadness of countenance the 
heart is made glad. 

4 The heart of die wise is in the house 

of mourning; 

but the heart of fools is in the house 
of mirth. 

5 It is better for a man to hear the re¬ 

buke of the wise 
than to hear the song of fools. 

6 For as the crackling of thorns under 

a pot, 

so is the laughter of the fools; 
this also is vanity. 

7 Surely oppression makes the wise 

man foolish, 

and a bribe corrupts the mind. 

8 Better is die end of a thing than its 

beginning; 

and the patient in spirit is better 
than the proud in spirit. 

9 Be not quick to anger, 

for anger lodges in the bosom of 
fools. 

10 Say not, “Why were the former days 

better dian these?” 

For it is not from wisdom that you 
ask this. 

11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance, 

an advantage to those who see the 
sun. 

12 For the protection of wisdom is like 

the protection of money; 
and the advantage of knowledge is 
that wisdom preserves the life of 
him who has it. 

13 Consider the work of God; 

who can make straight what he has 
made crooked? 

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, 
and in the day of adversity consider; 
God has made the one as well as the 
other, so that man may not find out 
anything that will be after him. 

15 In my vain life I have seen every¬ 
thing; there is a righteous man who 
perishes in his righteousness, and there 
is a wicked man who prolongs his life 
in his evil-doing. 16 Be not righteous 
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overmuch, and do not make yourself matter has its time and way, although 

overwise; why should you destroy man's trouble lies heavy upon him. 

yourself? 17 Be not wicked overmuch, 7 For he does not know what is to be, 
neither be a fool; why should you die for who can tell him how it will be? 8 No 
before your time? 18 It is good that you man has power to retain the spirit, or 
should take hold of this, and from that authority over the day of death; there 
withhold not your hand; for he who is no discharge from war, nor will 
fears God shall come forth from them wickedness deliver those who are given 
all. to it. 9 All this I observed while applying 

19 Wisdom gives strength to the wise my mind to all that is done under the 

man more than ten rulers that are in a sun, while man lords it over man to his 
city. hurt. 

20 Surely there is not a righteous man 10 Then I saw the wicked buried; 
on earth who does good and never sins, they used to go in and out of the holy 

21 Do not give heed to all the things place, and were praised in the city 

that men say, lest you hear your servant where they had done such things. This 
cursing you; 22 your heart knows that also is vanity. 11 Because sentence 
many times you have yourself cursed against an evil deed is not executed 
others. speedily, the heart of the sons of men 

23 All this I have tested by wisdom; is fully set to do evil. 12 Though a sinner 
I said, “I will be wise”; but it was far does evil a hundred times and prolongs 
from me . 24 That which is, is far off, and his life, yet I know that it will be well 
deep, very deep; who can find it out? with those who fear God, because they 
25 1 turned my mind to know and to fear before him; 13 but it will not be well 
search out and to seek wisdom and the with the wicked, neither wilf he pro¬ 
sum of things, and to know the wicked- long his days like a shadow, because he 
ness of folly and the foolishness which does not fear before God. 
is madness. 26 And I found more bitter 14 There is a vanity which takes place 
than death the woman whose heart is on earth, that there are righteous men to 
snares and nets, and whose hands are whom it happens according to the deeds 
fetters; he who pleases God escapes her, of the wicked, and there are wicked men 
but the sinner is taken by her. 27 Behold, to whom it happens according to the 
this is what I found, says the Preacher, deeds of the righteous. I said that this 
adding one thing to another to find the also is vanity. 13 And I commend enjoy- 
sum, 28 which my mind has sought ment, for man has no good thing under 
repeatedly, but I have not found. One the sun but to eat, and drink, and enjoy 
man among a thousand I found, but a himself, for this will go with him in his 
woman among ; all these I have not toil through the days of life which God 
found. 29 Behold, this alone I found, gives him under the sun. 
that God made man upright, but they 16 When I applied my mind to know 
have sought out many devices. wisdom, and to see the business that is 

8 Who is like the wise man? done on earth, how neither day nor 

And who knows the interpretation night one’s eyes see sleep; 17 then I saw 
of a thing? all the work of God, that man cannot 

A man’s wisdom makes his face shine, find out the work that is done under the 
and the hardness of his counte- sun. However much man may toil in 
nance is changed. seeking, he will not find it out; even 

2 Keep m the king’s command, and though a wise man claims to know, he 
because of your sacred oath be not dis- cannot find it out. 
mayed; 3 go from his presence, do not Q But all this I laid to heart, ex¬ 
delay when the matter is unpleasant, for ^ amining it all, how the righteous 
he does whatever he pleases. 4 For the and the wise and their deeds are in the 
word of the king is supreme, and who hand of God; whether it is love or hate 
may say to him, “What are you doing?” man does not know. Everything before 
5 He who obeys a command will meet them is vanity, n 2 since one fate comes 
no harm, and the mind of a wise man to all, to the righteous and the wicked, 
will know the time and way. 6 For every to the good and the evil, 0 to the dean 

* Heb inserts an I 

• Syr Compare Gk: Heb Everything before them it everything 0 Gk Syr Vg: Heb lacks and the evil 
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and the unclean, to him who sacrifices 
and him who does not sacrifice. As is the 
good man, so is the sinner; and he who 
swears is as he who shuns an oath. 

3 This is an evil in all that is done under 
the sun, that one fate comes to all; also 
the hearts of men are full of evil, and 
madness is in their hearts while they 
live, and after that they go to the dead. 

4 But he who is ioined with all the living 
has hope, for a living dog is better than 
a dead lion. 5 For the living know that 
they will die, but the dead know noth¬ 
ing, and they have no more reward; but 
the memory of them is lost. 6 Their love 
and their hate and their envy have al¬ 
ready perished, and they have no more 
for ever any share in all that is done 
under the sun. 

7 Go, eat your bread with enjoyment, 
and drink your wine with a merry heart; 
for God has already approved what you 
do. 

8 Let your garments be always white; 
let not oil be lacking on your head. 

9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you 
love, all the days of jrour vain life which 
he has given you under the sun, because 
that is your portion in life and in your 
toil at which you toil under the sun. 
10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it 
with your might; for there is no work or 
thought or knowledge or wisdom in 
Sheol, to which you are going. 

11 Again I saw that under the sun the 
race is not to the swift, nor the battle to 
the strong, nor bread to the wise, nor 
riches to the intelligent, nor favour to the 
men of skill; but time and chance hap¬ 
pen to them all. 12 For man does not 
know his time. Like fish which are taken 
in an evil net, and like birds which are 
caught in a snare, so the sons of men are 
snared at an evil time, when it suddenly 
falls upon them. 

13 I have also seen this example of 
wisdom under the sun, and it seemed 
great to me. 14 There was a little city 
with few men in it; and a great king 
came against it and besieged it, building 
great siegeworks against it. 15 But there 
was found in it a poor wise man, and he 
by his wisdom delivered the city. Yet 
no one remembered that poor man. 
16 But I say that wisdom is better than 
might, though the poor man’s wisdom 
is despised, and his words are not 
heeded. 

17 The words of the wise heard in 


quiet are better than the shouting of a 
ruler among fools. 18 Wisdom is better 
than weapons of war, but one sinner 
destroys much good. 

1 A Dead flies make the perfumer’s 
Xvl ointment give off an evil odour; 

so a little folly outweighs wisdom 
and honour. 

2 A wise man’s heart inclines him 

toward the right, 

but a fool’s heart toward the left. 

3 Even when the fool walks on the road, 

he lacks sense, 

and he says to every one that he is 
a fool. 

4 If the anger of the ruler rises against 

you, do not leave your place, 
for deference will make amends 
for great offences. 

5 There is an evil which I have seen 
under the sun, as it were an error pro¬ 
ceeding from the ruler: 6 folly is set 
in many high places, and the rich sit 
in a low place. 7 I have seen slaves on 
horses, and princes walking on foot like 
slaves. 

8 He who digs a pit will fall into it; 

and a serpent will bite him who 
breaks through a wall. 

9 He who quarries stones is hurt by 

them; 

and he who splits logs is en¬ 
dangered by them. 

10 If the iron is blunt, and one does not 

whet the edge, 

he must put forth more strength; 
but wisdom helps one to succeed. 

11 If the serpent bites before it is 

charmed, 

there is no advantage in a charmer. 


12 The words of a wise man’s mouth win 

him favour, 

but the lips of a fool consume 
him. 

13 The beginning of the words of his 

mouth is foolishness, 
and the end of his talk is wicked 
madness. 

14 A fool multiplies words, 

though no man knows what is to be. 
and who can tell him what will be 
after him? 

15 The toil of a fool wearies him, 

so that he does not know the way 
to the city. 


16 Woe to you, O land, when your king 
is a child. 
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and your princes feast the youth, and let your heart cheer you in 
morning! the days of your youth; walk in the ways 

17 Happy are you, O land, when your of your heart and the sight of your eyes. 

king is the son of free men. But know that for all these things God 

and your princes feast at the will bring you into judgment. 

proper time, 10 Remove vexation from your mind, 

for strength, and not for drunken- and put away pain from your body .; for 
ness! youth and the dawn of life are vanity. 

18 Through sloth the roof sinks in, h Remember also your Creator in 

and through indolence the house JL./& the days of your youth, before the 
leaks. evil days come, and the years draw nigh, 

19 Bread is made for laughter, when you will say, “I have no pleasure 

and wine gladdens life, in them”; 2 before the sun and the 

and money answers everything. light and die moon and the stars are 

20 Even in your thought, do not curse darkened and the clouds return after 

the king, the rain; 3 in the day when the keepers 

nor in your bedchamber curse the of the house tremble, and the strong 
rich; men are bent, and the grinders cease 

for a bird of the air will earn 7 your because they are few, and those that 
voice, look through the windows are dimmed, 

or some winged creature tell the 4 and the doors on the street are shut; 
matter. when the sound of the grinding is low, 

and one rises up at the voice of a bird, 

n Cast your bread upon the waters, and all the daughters of song are 
for you will fmd it after many brought low; ? they are afraid also of 
days. what is high, and terrors are in the way; 

2 Give a portion to seven, or even to the almond tree blossoms, the grass- 
eight, hopper drags itself along'-'’ and desire 

for you know not what evil may fails: because man goes to his eternal 
happen on earth. home, and the mourners go about the 

3 If the clouds are full of rain, streets; 6 before the silver cord is 

they empty themselves on the snapped/ or the golden bowl is broken, 
earth; or the pitcher is broken at the fountain, 

and if a tree falls to the south or to or the wheel broken at the cistern, 7 and 
the north, the dust returns to the earth as it was, 

in the place where the tree falls, and the spirit returns to God who gave 

there it will lie. it. 8 Vanity of vanities, says the Preach- 

< He who observes the wind will not er; all is vanity. 

sow; 9 Besides being wise, the Preacher 

and he who regards the clouds will also taught the people knowledge, 

not reap. weighing and studying and arranging 

5 As you do not know how the spirit proverbs with great care. 10 The Preach- 
comes to the bones in the womb ” of a cr sought to find pleasing words, and 
woman with child, so you do not know T uprightly he wrote words of truth, 
the work of God who makes everything. 11 The sayings of the wise arc like 
6 In the morning sow your seed, and goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the 
at evening withhold not your hand; for collected sayings which are given by 
you do not know which will prosper, one Shepherd. 12 My son, beware of 
this or that, or whether both alike will anything beyond these. Of making 
be good. many books there is no end, and much 

7 Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for study is a weariness of the flesh, 
the eyes to behold the sun. 13 The efid of the matter; all has been 

8 For if a man lives many years, let heard. Fear God, and keep his com- 
him rejoice in them all; but let him re- mandments; for this is the whole duty 
member that the days of darkness will of man.* 14 For God will bring every 
be many. All that comes is vanity. deed into judgment, with* every secret 
9 Rejoice, O young man, in your thing, whether good or evil. 

P Or As you do not know the way of the wind , or how the bones grow in the womb Q Or is a burden 
9 Syr Vg Compare Gk: Heb it resnoved 9 Or the duty of all men 1 Or ituo the judgment on 

R.S.V.—U 



THE SONG OF SOLOMON 


The Song of Songs, which is 
Solomon’s. 

2 O that you" would kiss me with the 

kisses of your 4, mouth! 

For your love is better than wine, 

3 your anointing oils are fragrant;, 
your name is oil poured out; 

therefore the maidens love you. 

4 Draw me after you, let us make haste. 

The king has brought me into his 
chambers. 

We will exult and rejoice in you; 
we will extol your love more than 
wine; 

rightly do they love you. 

5 I am very dark, but comely, 

O daughters of Jerusalem* 
like the tents of Kedar, 

like the curtains of Solomon. 

6 Do not gaze at me because I am 

swarthy, 

because the sun has scorched me. 
My mother’s sons were angry with 
me, 

they made me keeper of the vine¬ 
yards; 

but, my own vineyard I have not 
kept l 

7 Tell me, you whom my soul loves, 

where you pasture your flock, 
where you make it lie down at 
noon; 

for why should I be like one who 
wanders c 

beside the flocks of your com¬ 
panions? 

8 If you do not know, 

O fairest among women; 
follow in the tracks of the flock, 
and pasture your kids 
beside the shepherds’ tents. 

* I compare you, my love, 

to a mare of Pharaoh’s chariots. 

10 Your cheeks are comely with orna¬ 
ments, 

your neck with strings of jewels. 

° Heb he b Heb his e Gk Syr Vg: Heb is veiled 

* Heb crocus 


^ We will make you ornaments of gold, 
studded with silver. 

12 While the king was on his couch, 
my nard gave forth its fragrance. 

13 My beloved is to me a bag of myrrh; 
that lies between my breasts. 

M My beloved is to me a cluster of 
henna blossoms 
in the vineyards of En-ge'di. 

•is Behold, you are beautiful, my love5 
behold, you are beautiful; 
your eyes are doves. 

Behold, you are beautiful, my be¬ 
loved, 
truly lovely. 

Our couch is green; 

the beams of our house are cedar# 
our rafters 4 are pine. 

2 1 am a rose® of Sharon, 
a lily of the valleys. 

2 As a lily among brambles, 

so is my love among maidens 

3 As an apple tree among the trees of 
the wood, 

so is my beloved among young 
men. 

With great delight I sat in his 
shadow, 

and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 
4 He brought me to the banqueting 
house, 

and his banner over me was love. 
5 Sustain me with raisins, 
refresh me with apples; 
for I am sick with love. 

6 O that his left hand were under my 
head, 

and that his right hand embraced 
me! 

7 1 adjure you; O daughters of Jeru¬ 
salem, 

by the gazelles or the hinds of the 
field, 

that you stir not up nor awaken love 
until it please. 

4 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
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* The voice of my beloved! 

Behold, he comes, 
leaping upon the mountains* 
bounding over the hills. 

® My beloved is like a gazelle* 
or a young stag. 

Behold, there he stands 
behind our wall, 
gazing in at the windows, 
looking through die lattice. 

1® My beloved speaks and says to mes 
“Arise, my love, my fair one* 
and come away; 

M for lo, the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone. 

32 The flowers appear on the earth* 
the time of singing has come, 
and the voice of the turtledove 
is heard in our land. 

The fig tree puts forth its figs, 
and the vines are in blossoms 
they give forth fragrance. 

Arise, my love, my fair one, 
and come away. 

34 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, 

in the covert of the cliff. 

Set me see your face, 
let me hear your voice, 
for your voice is sweet, 
and your face is comely* 

35 Catch us the foxes, 

the little foxes, 
that spoil the vineyards, 

for our vineyards are in blossom.** 

36 My beloved is mine and I am his, 

he pastures his flock among the 
lilies. 

37 Until the day breathes 

and the shadows flee, 
turn, my beloved, be like a gazelle, 
or a young stag upon rugged/ 
mountains. 

3 Upon my bed by night 

I sought him whom my soul 
loves; 

I sought him, but found him not; 

I called him, but he gave no an¬ 
swer.* 

3 “I will rise now and go about the 
city, 

m the streets and in the squares; 
X will seek him whom my soul loves.” 
I sought him, but found him not. 
3 The watchmen found me, 

as they went about in the city. 


“Have you seen him whom my soul 
loves?” 

4 Scarcely had I passed them, 

when I found him whom my soul 
loves. 

I held him, and would not let him go 
until I had brought him into my 
mother’s house, 

and into the chamber of her that 
conceived me. 

5 I adjure you, O daughters of Jeru¬ 

salem, 

by the gazelles or the hinds of the 
field, 

that you stir not up nor awaken love 
until it please. 

6 What is that coming up from the 

wilderness, 

like a column of smoke, 
perfumed with myrrh and frank¬ 
incense, 

with all the fragrant powders of the 
merchant? 

7 Behold, it is the litter of Solomon 1 
About it are sixty mighty men 

of the mighty men of Israel, 

® all girt with swords 
and expert in war, 
each with his sword at his thigh, 
against alarms by night. 

9 King Solomon made himself a 
palanquin 

from the wood of Lebanon. 

30 He made its posts of silver, 

its back of gold, its seat of purple; 
it was lovingly wrought within* 
by the daughters of Jerusalem^ 

33 Go forth, O daughters of Zion, 
and behold King Solomon, 
with the crown with which his mother 
crowned him 

on the day of his wedding, 
on the day of the gladness of his 
heart. 

4 Behold, you are beautiful, my 
love, 

behold, you are beautiful! 

Your eyes are doves 
behind your veil. 

Your hair is like a flock of goats, 
moving down the slopes of Gilead. 
2 Your teeth are like a flock of shorn 
ewes 

that have come up from the 
washing. 


/The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown * Gk: Hcb lacks this ling 
** The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
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all of which bear twins, 
and not one among them is be¬ 
reaved. 

3 Your lips are like a scarlet thread, 

and your mouth is lovely. 

Your cheeks are like halves of a 
pomegranate 
behind your veil. 

4 Your neck is like the tower of David, 

built for an arsenal, 4 
whereon hang a thousand bucklers, 
all of them shields of warriors. 

9 Your two breasts are like two fawns, 
twins of a gazelle,- 
that feed among the lilies. 

6 Until the day breathes 

and the shadows flee, 

I will hie me to the mountain of 
myrrh 

and the hill of frankincense, 

7 You are all fair, my love; 

there is no flaw in you. 

8 Come with me from Lebanon, my 

bride; 

come with me from Lebanon. 
Depart* from the peak of Ama'na, 
from the peak of Senir and Hermon, 
from the dens of lions, 

from the mountains of leopards. 

® You have ravished my heart, my 
sister, my bride, 

you have ravished my heart with 
a glance of your eyes, 
with one jewel of your necklace. 
*°How sweet is your love, my sister, 
my bride! 

how much better is your love than 
wine, 

and the fragrance of your oils than 
any spice! 

11 Your lips distil nectar, my bride; 

honey and milk are under your 
tongue; 

the scent of your garments is like 
the scent of Lebanon. 

12 A garden locked is my sister, my 

bride, 

a garden locked, a fountain sealed. 

13 Your shoots are an orchard of pome¬ 

granates 

with all choicest fruits, 
henna with nard, 

14 nard and saffron, calamus and cin¬ 

namon, 

with all trees of frankincense, 
myrrh and aloes, 

with all chief spices— 


Torment of separation 

15 a garden fountain, a well of living 

water, 

and flowing streams from Lebanon* 

16 Awake, O north wind, 

and come, O south wind! 

Blow upon my garden, 

let its fragrance be wafted abroad. 
Let my beloved come to his garden, 
and eat its choicest fruits. 

5 1 come to my garden, my sister, 
my bride, 

I gather my myrrh with my spice, 
I eat my honeycomb with my honey, 
I drink my wine with my milk. 

Eat, O friends, and drink: 
drink deeply, O lovers! 

2 I slept, but my heart was awake. 
Hark! my beloved is knocking. 
c ‘Open to me, my sister, my love, 
my dove, my perfect one; 
for my head is wet with dew, 

my locks with the drops of the 
night.” 

3 I had put off my garment, 
how could I put it on? 

I had bathed my feet, 
how could I soil them? 

4 My beloved put his hand to the latch, 
and my heart was thrilled within 
me. 

5 I arose to open to my beloved, 

and my hands dripped with myrrh, 
my fingers with liquid myrrh, 
upon the handles of the bolt, 

<5 I opened to my beloved, 

but my beloved had turned and 
gone. 

My soul failed me when he spoke. 

I sought him, but found him not; 
I called him, but he gave no an¬ 
swer. 

7 The watchmen found me, 

as they went about in the city; 
they beat me, they wounded me, 
they took away my mantle, 
those watchmen of the walls. 

81 adjure you, O daughters of Jeru¬ 
salem, 

if you find my beloved, 
that you tell him 
I am sick with love. 


9 What is your beloved more than at 
other beloved, 

4 The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain ^ Or Look 
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O fairest among women? 

What is your beloved more than an¬ 
other beloved, 
that you thus adjure us? 

*® My beloved is all radiant arid ruddy, 
distinguished among ten thousand. 
His head is the finest gold; 
his locks are wavy, 
black as a raven. 

*2 His eyes are like doves 
beside springs of water, 
bathed in milk, 
fitly set.* 

1 3 His cheeks are like beds of spices, 
yielding fragrance. 

His lips are lilies* 

distilling liquid myrrh. 

M His arms are rounded gold, 
set with jewels. 

His body is ivory work,* 
encrusted with sapphires.™ 

His legs are alabaster columns, 
set upon bases of gold. 

His appearance is like Lebanon, 
choice as the cedars. 

16 Kis speech is most sweet, 

and he is altogether desirable. 

This is my beloved and this is my 
friend, 

O daughters of J erusalem. 


6 Your teeth are like a flock of ewes, 

that have come up from the 
washing, 

all of them bear twins, 

not one among them is bereaved. 

7 Your cheeks are like halves of as 

pomegranate 
behind your veil. 

3 There are sixty queens and eighty 
concubines, 

and maidens without number. 

9 My dove, my perfect one, is only one, 
the darling of her mother, 
flawless to her that bore her. 

The maidens saw her and called her 
happy; 

the queens and concubines also, 
and they praised her. 

SO “Who is this that looks forth like the 
dawn, 

fair as the moon, bright as the sun, 
terrible as an army with banners?’* 

I went down to the nut orchard, 
to look at the blossoms of the 
valley* 

to see whether the vines had budded, 
whether the pomegranates were in 
bloom. 

12 Before I was aware, my fancy set me 
in a chariot beside my prince." 


Whither has your beloved gone, 
O fairest among women? 
Whither has your beloved turned* 
that we may seek him with you? 

2 My beloved has gone down to his 
garden, 

to the beds of spices, 
to pasture his flock in the gardens, 
and to gather lilies. 

31 am my beloved’s and my beloved 
is mine; 

he pastures his flock among the 
lilies. 

4 You are beautiful as Tirzah, my 

love, 

comely as Jerusalem, 

terrible as an army with banners. 

5 Turn away your eyes from me, 

for they disturb me— 

Your hair is like a flock of goats, 
moving down the slopes of Gilead. 


i3 ° Return, return, O Shulammite* 

return, return, that we may look 
upon you. 

Why should you look upon the Shu'- 
lammite, 

as upon a dance before two 
armies?^ 

7 How graceful are your feet in 
sandals, 

O queenly maiden! 

Your rounded thighs are like jewels, 
the work of a master hand. 

2 Your navel is a rounded bowl 
that never lacks mixed wine. 

Your belly is a heap of wheat, 
encircled with lilies. 

3 Your two breasts are like two fawns, 
twins of a gazelle. 

4 Your neck is like an ivory tower. 

Your eyes are pools in Heshbon, 
by the gate of Bath-rab'bim. 


f The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

* The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 

™ Heb lapis lazuli ” Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 0 Ch 7.1 in Heb 

* Or dance of Mahanaim 
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Your nose is like a tower of Lebanon, 
overlooking Damascus. 

5 Your head crowns you like Carmel, 

and your flowing locks are like 
purple; 

a king is held captive in the 
tresses.® 

6 How fair and pleasant you are, 

O loved one, delectable maiden ! r 

7 You are stately* as a palm tree, 

and your breasts are like its 
clusters. 

® I say I will climb the palm tree 
and lay hold of its branches. 

Oh, may your breasts be like clusters 
of the vine, 

and the scent of your breath like 
apples, 

9 and your kisses* like the best wine 
that goes down" smoothly, 
gliding over lips and teeth. p 

10 1 am my beloved’s, 

and his desire is for me. 

11 Come, my beloved, 

let us go forth into the fields s 
and lodge in the villages; 

12 let us go out early to the vine¬ 

yards, 

and see vhether the vines have 
budded, 

whether the grape blossoms have 
opened 

and the pomegranates are in bloom. 
There I will give you my love, 

13 The mandrakes give forth fragrance, 

and over our doors are all choice 
fruits, 

new as well as old,. 

which I have laid up for you, O 
my beloved. 

8 0 that you were like a brother to 
me, 

that nursed at my mother’s breast I 
If I met you outside, 1 would kiss 
you, 

and none would despise me. 

21 would lead you and bring you 
into the house of my mother, 
and into the chamber of her that 
conceived me . w 

I would give you spiced wine to 
drink. 


3 


4 


the juice of my pomegranates. 

O that his left hand were under my 
head, 

and that his right hand embraced 


I adjure you, O daughters of Jeru¬ 
salem, 

that you stir not up nor awaken 
love 

until it please. 


5 Who is that coming up from the 
wilderness, 

leaning upon her beloved? 


Under the apple tree I awakened 
you. 

There your mother was in travail 
with you, 

there she who bore you was in 
travail. 


<5 Set me as a seal upon your hearty 
as a seal upon your arm; 
for love is strong as death, 
jealousy is cruel as the grave., 

Its flashes are flashes of fire, 
a most vehement flame. 

7 Many waters cannot quench lov{%> 

neither can floods drown it. 

If a man offered for love 
all the wealth of his house, 
it would be utterly scorned, 

8 We have a little sister, 

and she has no breasts. 

What shall we do for our sister, 
on the day when she is spoked 
for? 

9 If she is a wall, 

we will build upon her a battle¬ 
ment of silver; 
but if she is a door, 
we will enclose her with boards of 
cedar. 

1° I was a wall, 

and my breasts were like towers £ 
then I was in his eyes 
as one who brings* peace. 

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Ba'al- 
ha'mon; 

he let out the vineyard to keepers; 
each one was to bring for its fruit 
a thousand pieces of silver. 


C The meaning of the Hebrew word h uncertain r Syr: Hcb in delights 8 Hcb This your stature it 

* Heb palate ^ Heb down for my lovet v Gk Syr Vg: Heb lips of sleepers 
10 Gk Syr: Heb mother; she Coeyou) will teach me 

* Ot finds 
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12 My vineyard, my very own, is for 

myself; 

you, O Solomon, may have the 
thousand, 

and the keepers of the fruit two 
hundred. 

13 O you who dwell in the gardens. 


ISAIAH 1 

my companions are listening for 
your voice; 
let me hear it. 

14 Make haste, my beloved, 
and be like a gazelle 
or a young stag 
upon the mountains of spiceSe 


THE BOOK OF 

ISAIAH 


I The vision of Isaiah the son of 
Amoz, which he saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzzi'ah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezeki'ah, 
kings of Judah. 

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O 
earth; 

. for the Lord has spoken: 
a, Sons have S reared and brought 


but they have rebelled against me 0 
3 The ox knows its owner, 

and the ass its master’s crib; 
but Israel does not know, 

my people does not understand/* 


4 Ah, sinful nation, 

a people laden with iniquity, 
offspring of evildoers, 
sons who deal corruptly! 

They have forsaken the Lord, 
they have despised the Holy One 
of Israel, 

they are utterly estranged. 


it is desolate, as overthrown by 
aliens. 

8 And the daughter of Zion is left 

like a booth in a vineyard, 
like a lodge in a cucumber field, 
like a besieged city. 

9 If the Lord of hosts 

had not left us a few survivors, 
we should have been like Sodom, 
and become like Gomor'rah. 

*° Hear the word of the Lord, 
you rulers of Sodom! 

Give ear to the teaching of our God, 
you people of Gomor'rah! 

211 “What to me is the multitude of your 
sacrifices? 
says the Lord; 

S have had enough of burnt offerings 
of rams 

and the fat of fed beasts; 

I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 
or of lambs, or of he-goats. 


S Why will you still be smitten, 
that you continue to rebel? 

The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint. 

• From the sole of the foot even to the 

head, 

there is no soundness in it, 
but bruises and sores 
and bleeding wounds; 
they are not pressed out, or bound up, 
or softened with oil. 

* Your country lies desolate, 

your cities are burned with fire; 
in your very presence 
aliens devour your land; 

8.9: Rom 9.29. 


12 ‘When you come to appear before me, 

who requires of you 

this trampling of my courts? 

13 Bring no more vain offerings; 

incense is an abomination to me. 
New moon and sabbath and the 
calling of assemblies— 

I cannot endure iniquity and 
solemn assembly. 

14 Your new moons ana your appointed 

feasts 

my soul hates; 

they have become a burden to me, 
I am weary of bearing them. 

*5 When you spread forth your hands, 
I will hide my eyes from you; 



ISAIAH 1 600 The Lord’s universal reign 


even though you make many prayers, 
I will not listen; 
your hands are full of blood. 

16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves 

clean; 

remove the evil of your doings 
from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, 

17 learn to do good; 
seek justice, 

correct oppression; 
defend the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. 

18 “Come now, let us reason together, 

says the Lord : 

though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; 
though they are red like crimson, 
they shall become like wool. 

If you are willing and obedient, 
you shall eat the good of the 
land; 

20 But if you refuse and rebel, 

you shall be devoured by the 
sword; 

for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.” 

21 How the faithful city 

has become a harlot, 
she that was full of justice 8 
Righteousness lodged in her, 
but now murderers. 

22 Your silver has become dross, 

your wine mixed with water. 

23 Your princes are rebels 

and companions of thieves. 

Every one loves a bribe 
and runs after gifts. 

They do not defend the fatherless, 
and the widow’s cause does not 
come to them. 

24 Therefore the Lord says, 

the Lord of hosts, 
the Mighty One of Israel; 

“Ah, I will vent my wrath on my 
enemies, 

and avenge myself on my foes. 

25 I will turn my hand against you 

and will smelt away your dross as 
with lye 

and remove all your alloy. 

26 And I will restore your judges as at 

the first, 

and your counsellors as at the be* 
ginning. 

2£-4: Mic 4.1-3. 


Afterward you shall be called the city 
of righteousness, 
the faithful city.” 

27 Zion shall be redeemed by justice, 

and those in her who repent, by 
righteousness. 

28 But rebels and sinners shall be de¬ 

stroyed together, 

and those who forsake the Lord 
shall be consumed. 

29 For you shall be ashamed of the oaks 

in which you delighted; 
and you shall blush for the gardens 
which you have chosen. 

30 p or you shall be like an oak 

whose leaf withers, 

and like a garden without water. 

31 And the strong shall become tow, 

and his work a spark, 
and both of them shall burn together, 
with none to quench them. 

The word which Isaiah the son of 
Ainoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. 

2 It shall come to pass in the latter days 

that the mountain of the house of 
the Lord 

shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 

3 and many peoples shall come, 

and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, 

and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 

4 He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall decide for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning 
hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, 

neither shall they learn war any 
more. 

5 O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord, 
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6 For thou hast rejected thy people, 
the house of Jacob, 
because they are full of diviners" 
from the east 

and of soothsayers like the Phil¬ 
istines, 

and they strike hands with for¬ 
eigners. 

* Their land is filled with silver and 
gold, 

and there is no end to their treas¬ 
ures; 

their land is filled with horses, 

and there is no end to their 
chariots. 

® Their land is filled with idols; 

they bow down to the work of their 
hands, 

to what their own fingers have 
made. 

® So man is humbled, 

and men are brought low— 
forgive them not! 

10 Enter into the rock, 
and hide in the dust 
from before the terror of the Lotto, 
and from the glory of his majesty. 

U The haughty looks of man shall be 
brought low, 

and the pride of men shall be 
humbled; 

and the Lord alone will be exalted in 
that day. 

12 For the Lord of hosts has a day 

against all that is proud and lofty, 
against all that is lifted up and 
high; 1 ’ 

* 3 against all the cedars of Lebanon, 
lofty and lifted up; 
and against all the oaks of Bashan; 

14 against all the high mountains, 

and against all the lofty hills; 

15 against every high tower, 

and against every fortified wall; 

16 against all the ships of Tarshish, 

and against all the beautiful craft. 

* 7 And the haughtiness of man shall be 
humbled, 

and the pride of men shall be 
brought low r ; 

and the Lord alone will be exalted 
in that day. 

And the idols shall utterly pass away. 

19 And men shall enter the caves of the 
rocks 

and the holes of the ground, 
from before the terror of the Lord, 

° Cn: Hcb lacks of diviners b Cn Compare Gk: Hcb low 
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and from the glory of his majesty, 
when he rises to terrify the earth. 

In that day men will cast forth 
their idols of silver and their idols 
of gold, 

which they made for themselves to’ 
worship, 

to the moles and to the bats, 

21 to enter the caverns of the rocks 

and the clefts of the cliffs, 
from before the terror of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his majesty, 
when he rises to terrify the earth. 

22 Turn away from man 

in whose nostrils is breath, 
for of what account is he? 

3 For, behold, the Lord, the Lord 
of hosts, 

is taking away from Jerusalem and 
from Judah 
Stay and staff, 

the whole stay of bread, 
and the whole stay of water; 

2 the mighty man and the soldier® 
the judge and the prophet, 
the diviner and the elder, 

3 the captain of fifty 

and the man of rank, 
the counsellor and the skilful magician 
and the expert in charms. 

4 And I will make boys their princes, 
and babes shall rule over them. 

5 And the people will oppress one an¬ 
other, 

every man his fellow 
and every man his neighbour; 
the youtli will be insolent to the elder, 
and the base fellow to the honour¬ 
able. 

6 When a man takes hold of his 
brother 

in the house of his father, saying: 
“You have a mantle; 

you shall be our leader, 
and this heap of ruins 

shall be under your rule”; 

7 in that day he will speak out, say¬ 
ing: 

“I will not be a healer; 

in my house there is neither bread 
nor mantle; 
you shall not make me 
leader of the people.” 

8 For Jerusalem has stumbled, 
and Judah has fallen; 
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because their speech and their deeds 
are against the Lord, 
defying his glorious presence* 

9 Their partiality witnesses against 

them; 

they proclaim their sin like Sodom, 
they do not hide it, 

Woe to them 1 

For they have brought evil upon 
themselves. 

10 Tell the righteous that it shall be well 

with them, 

for they shall eat the fruit of their 
deeds. 

11 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with 

him, 

for what his hands have done shall 
be done to him. 

12 My people—children are their op¬ 

pressors, 

and women rule over them; 

O my people, your leaders mislead 
you, 

and confuse the course of your 
paths. 


Daughters of Zion judged 
ants, the bracelets, and the scarfs; 20 the 
headdresses, the armlets, the sashes, the 
perfume boxes, and the amulets; ^ the 
signet rings and nose rings; 22 the 
festal robes, the mantles, the cloaks, and 
the handbags; 23 the garments of 
gauze, the linen garments, the turbans, 
and the veils. 

24 Instead of perfume there will be 

rottenness; 

and instead of a girdle, a rope; 
and instead of well-set hair, baldness; 
ana instead of a rich robe, a 
girding of sackcloth; 
instead of beauty, shame.* 

25 Your men shall fall by the sword 

and your mighty men in battle. 

26 And her gates shall lament and 
mourn; 

ravaged, she shall sit upon the 
ground. 

And seven women shall take hold 
of one man in that day, saying, “We 
will eat our own bread and wear our 
own clothes, only let us be called by 
your name; take away our reproach.” 
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13 The Lord has taken his place to con¬ 

tend, 

he stands to judge his peopled 

1 4 The Lord enters into judgment 

with the elders and princes of his 
people: 

“It is you who have devoured the 
vineyard, 

the spoil of the poor is in your 
houses. 

1 5 What do you mean by crushing my 

people, 

by grinding the face of the poor?” 
says the Lord God of hosts. 

16 The Lord said: 

Because the daughters of Zion are 
haughty 

and walk with outstretched necks, 
glancing wantonly with their eyes, 
mincing along as they go, 
tinkling with their feet; 

17 the Lord will smite with a scab 

the heads of the daughters of Zion, 
and the Lord will lay bare their 
secret parts. 

18 In that day the Lord will take 
away the finery of the anklets, the head- 
bands, and the crescents; 19 the pend- 


:2 In that day the branch of the Lord 
shall be beautiful and glorious, and the 
fruit of the land shall be the pride and 
glory of the survivors of Israel. 3 And he 
who is left in Zion and remains in Jeru¬ 
salem will be called holy, every one who 
has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, 
4 when the Lord shall have washed 
away the filth of the daughters of Zion 
and cleansed the bloodstains of Jeru¬ 
salem from its midst by a spirit of judg¬ 
ment and by a spirit of burning. 5 Then 
the Lord will create over the whole site 
of Mount Zion and over her assemblies 
a cloud by day, and smoke and the shin¬ 
ing of a flaming fire by night; for over 
all the glory there will be a canopy and 
a pavilion. 6 It will be for a shade by 
day from the heat, and for a refuge and 
a shelter from the storm and rain. 

5 Let me sing for my beloved 

a love song concerning his vine¬ 
yard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 
on a very fertile hill. 

2 He digged it and cleared it of stones, 
and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of 
it. 


1 Gk Syr: Htb Judge peoples e One ancient Ms: Heb lacks shame 

4.2* Jcr 23.5; 33.15; Zcch 3.8; 6.12. 5.1-7* Mt 21.33-46; Mk 12.1-12; Lk 20.9-19. 
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and hewed out a wine vat in It; 
and he looked for it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. 

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and men of Judah, 
judge, I pray you, between me 
and my vineyard. 

4 What more was there to do for my 

vineyard, 

that I have not done in it ? 

When I looked for it to yield grapes, 
why did it yield wild grapes ? 

5 And now I will tell you 

what I will do to my vineyard, 

I will remove its hedge, 
and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

and it shall be trampled dowa, 

I will make it a waste ; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
and briers and thorns shall grow 
up; 

I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it* 

* For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts 
is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah 
are his pleasant planting? 
and he looked for justice, 
but behold, bloodshed? 
for righteousness, 
but behold, a cry! 

8 Woe to those who join house to 

house, 

who add field to field, 
until there is no more room, 

and you are made to dwell alone 
in the midst of the land. 

9 The Lord of hosts has sworn in my 

hearing: 

‘‘Surely many houses shall be deso¬ 
late, 

large and beautiful houses, without 
inhabitant. 

W for ten acres of vineyard shall yield 
but one bath, 

and a homer of seed shall yield 
but an ephah.” 

11 Woe to those who rise early in the 
morning, 

that they may run after strong 
drink, 

who tarry late into the evening 
^Hcb her nobility V Co Compare Gk: Heb aliens 


till wine inflames them I 

12 They have lyre and harp, 

timbrel and flute and wine at their 
feasts: 

but they do not regard the deeds of 
the Lord, 

or see the work of his hands. 

1 3 Therefore my people go into exile 

for want of knowledge; 
their honoured men are dying of 
hunger, 

and their multitude is parched 
with thirst. 

M Therefore Sheol has enlarged its ap¬ 
petite 

and opened its mouth beyond 
measure, 

and the nobility of Jerusalem*' and 
her multitude go down, 
her throng and he who exults in 
her. 

15 Man is bowed down, and men are 

brought low, 

and the eyes of the haughty are 
humbled. 

16 But the Lord of hosts is exalted in 

justice, 

and the Holy God shows himself 
holy in righteousness. 

517 Then shall the lambs graze as in their 
pasture, 

fadings and kids® shall feed among 
the ruins. 

is Woe to those who draw iniquity with 
cords of falsehood, 
who draw sin as with cart ropes, 

19 who say: “Let him make haste, 

let him speed his work 
that we may see it; 
let the purpose of the Holy One of 
Israel draw near, 

and let it come, that we may know 
it!” 

20 Woe to those who call evil good 

and good evil, 
who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, 
who put bitter for sweet 
and sweet for bitter! 

21 Woe to those who are wise in their 

own eyes, 

and shrewd in their own sight! 

22 Woe to those who are heroes at 

drinking wine, 

and valiant men in mixing strong 
drink. 
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Isaiah*s vision 


23 who acquit the guilty for a bribe, 

and deprive the innocent of his 
right! 

24 Therefore, as the tongue of fire de¬ 

vours the stubble, 
and as dry grass sinks down in the 
flame, 

so their root will be as rottenness, 
and their blossom go up like 
dust; 

for they have rejected the law of the 
Lord of hosts, 

and have despised the word of the 
Holy One of Israel, 

2 s Therefore the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against his people, 
and he stretched out his hand 
against them and smote them, 
and the mountains quaked; 

and their corpses were as refuse 
in the midst of the streets. 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 


26 He will raise a signal for a nation afar 

off, 

and whistle for it from the ends of 
the earth; 

and lo, swiftly, speedily it comes! 

27 None is weary, none stumbles, 

none slumbers or sieeps, 
not a waistcloth is loose, 
not a sandal-thong broken; 

28 their arrows are sharp, 

all their bows bent, 
their horses* hoofs seem like flint, 
and their wheels like the whirl¬ 
wind. 

29 Their roaring is like a lion, 

like young lions they roar; 
they growl and seize their prey, 
they carry it off, and none can 
rescue. 

3° They will growl over it on that day, 
like the roaring of the sea. 

And if one look to the land, 
behold, darkness and distress; 

8nd the light is darkened by its 
clouds. 


6 In the year that King Uzzi'ah died 
I saw th6 Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and his train 
filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the 
seraphim; each had six wings: with two 
he covered his face, and with two he 

&3: Rev 4.8. SAt Rev 15.8. 6.8-10* Mt 13.14-15; Mk 


covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3 And one called to another and said: 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 And the foundations of the thresholds 
shook at the voice of him who called, 
and the house was filled with smoke. 
5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; 
for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of un¬ 
clean Ups; for my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts!"’ 

6 Then flew one of the seraphim to 
me ? having in his hand a burning coal 
which he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. 7 And he touched my mouth, and 
said: “Behold, this has touched your 
lips; your guilt is taken away, and your 
sin forgiven. 5 * 8 And I heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us?** Then I said, 
“Here am I! Send me.’* 9 And he said, 
“Go, and say to this people: 

‘Hear and hear, but do not under¬ 
stand; 

see and see, but do nor perceive. 9 
10 Make the heart of this people fat, 
and their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their hearts, 
and turn and be healed.” 

M Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” 
And he said: 

“Until cities lie waste 
without inhabitant, 
and houses without men, 
and the land is utterly desolate, 

12 and the Lord removes men far away, 
and the forsaken places are many 
in the midst of the land. 

*3And though a tenth remain in it, 
it will be burned again, 
like a terebinth or an oak, 
whose stump remains standing 
when it is felled.** 

The holy seed is its stump. 

7 In the days of Ahaz the son of 
Jotham, son of Uzzi'ah, king of 
Judah, Rezin the king of Syria and 
Pekah the son of Reman'ah the king of 
Israel came up to Jerusalem to wage war 
against it, but they could not conquer 
it. 2 When the house of David was told, 
“Syria is in league with E'phraim,” his 

4.12; Lk 8.10; Jn 12.39-41; Acte 28.26-27. 
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heart and the heart of his people shook the day that E'phraim departed from 


as the trees of the forest shake before 
the wind. 

3 And the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go 
forth to meet. Ahaz, you and She'ar- 
jash'ub* your son, at the end of the 
conduit of the upper pool on the high¬ 
way to the Fuller’s Field, 4 and say to 
him, ‘Take heed, be quiet, do not fear, 
and do not let your heart be faint be¬ 
cause of these two smouldering stumps 
of firebrands, at the fierce anger of 
Rezin and Syria and the son of Remali - 
ah. 5 Because Syria, with E'phraim and 
the son of Remali'ah, has devised evil 
against you, saying, 6 “Let us go up 
against Judah and terrify it, and let us 
conquer it for ourselves, and set up the 
son of Ta'be-el as king in the midst of 
it,” 7 thus says the Lord God : 

It shall not stand, 

and it shall not come to pass. 

8 For the head of Syria is Damas¬ 

cus, 

and the head of Damascus is Rezin. 

(Within sixty-five years E'phraim will 
be broken to pieces so that it will no 
longer be a people.) 

9 And the head of E'phraim is Samar- 

and the head of Samar'ia is the son 
of Remali'ah. 

If you will not believe, 

surely you shall not be estab¬ 
lished/ ” 

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 
** “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; 
let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not 
ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test.” 13 And he said, “Hear then, O 
house of David! Is it too little for you 
to weary men, that you weary my God 
also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, a young 
woman* shall conceive and bear 3 a son, 
and shall call his name Imman'u-el.* 
15 He shall eat curds and honey when he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. 16 For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, the land before whose two kings 
you are in dread will be deserted. 17 The 
Lord will bring upon you and upon 
vour people and upon your father’s 
house such days as have not come since 


Judah—the king of Assyria.” 

18 In that day the Lord will whistle 
for the fly which is at the sources of the 
streams of Egypt, and for the bee which 
is in the land of Assyria. 19 And they will 
all come and settle in the steep ravines, 
and in the clefts of the rocks, and on all 
the thombushes, and on all the pastures. 

20 In that day the Lord will shave 
with a razor which is hired beyond the 
River—with the king of Assyria—the 
head and the hair of the feet, and it will 
sweep away the beard also. 

21 In that day a man will keep alive 
a young cow and two sheep; 22 and 
because of the abundance of milk which 
they give, he will eat curds; for every 
one that is left in the land will eat curds 
and honey. 

23 In that day every place where there 
used to be a thousand vines, worth a 
thousand shekels of silver, will become 
briers and thorns. 24 With bow and ar¬ 
rows men will come there, for all the 
.land will be briers and thorns; 25 and 
as for all the hills which used to be hoed 
with a hoe, you will not come there for 
fear of briers and thorns; but they will 
become a place where cattle are let loose 
and where sheep tread. 

Then the Lord said to me, “Take 
a large tablet and write upon it in 
common characters, ‘Belonging to Ma'- 
her-shal al-hash'-baz,’ 2 And I got reli¬ 

able witnesses, Uri'ah the priest and 
Zechari'ah the son of Jeberechi'ah, to 
attest for me. 3 And I went to the 
prophetess, and she conceived and bore 
a son. Then the Lord said to me, “Call 
his name Ma'her-shal'al-hash'-baz; 4 for 
before the child knows how to cry ‘My 
father’ or ‘My mother/ the wealth of Da¬ 
mascus and the spoil of Samar'ia will be 
carried before the king of Assyria.* 

5 The Ix?RD spoke to me again: 
6 “Because this people have refused the 
waters of Shilo'ah that flow gently, and 
melt in fear before”* Rezin and the son 
of Remali'ah; 7 therefore, behold, the 
Lord is bringing up against them the 
waters of the River, mighty and many, 
the king of Assyria and all his glory; 
and it will rise over all its channels and 
go over all its banks; 8 and it will sweep 


* That is A remnant shall return * Or* 3 Or i ith child and shall bear * That is God is with us 
1 That is The spoil speeds, the prey hastes n Cn: Heb rejoices in 
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Prince of Peace 


on into Judah, it will overflow and pass 
on, reaching even to the neck; and its 
outspread wings will fill the breadth of 
your land, O Imman'u-el.” 

0 Be broken, yoli peoples, and be dis¬ 
mayed; 

give ear, all you far countries; 
gird yourselves and be dismayed; 
gird yourselves and be dismayed. 
10 Take counsel together, but it will 
come to naught; 

speak a word, but it will not stand, 
for God is with u$.~ 

11 For the Lord spoke thus to me 
with his strong hand upon me, and 
warned me not to walk in the way of 
this people, saying: 12 “Do not call con¬ 
spiracy all that this people call con¬ 
spiracy, and do not fear what they fear, 
nor be in dread. 13 But the Lord of 
hosts, him you shall regard as holy; let 
him be your fear, and let him be your 
dread. 14 And he will become a sanctu¬ 
ary, and a stone of offence, and a rock of 
stumbling to both houses of Israel, a 
trap and a snare to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 15 And many shall stumble 
thereon; they shall fall and be broken; 
they shall be snared and taken.” 

16 Bind up the testimony, seal the 
teaching among my disciples. 17 I will 
wait for the Lord, who is hiding his 
face from the house of Jacob, and I will 
hope in him. 18 Behold, I and the 
children whom the Lord has given me 
are signs and portents in Israel from 
the Lord of hosts, who dwells on 
Mount Zion. 19 And when they say to 
you, “Consult the mediums and the 
wizards who chirp and mutter,” should 
not a people consult their God? Should 
they consult the dead on behalf of the 
living? 20 To the teaching and to the 
testimony 1 Surely for this word which 
thev speak there is no dawn. 21 They 
will pass through the land," greatly dis¬ 
tressed and hungry; and when they are 
hungry, they will be enraged and will 
curse 0 their king and their God, and 
turn their faces upward; 22 and they will 
look to the earth, but behold, distress 
and darkness, the gloom of anguish; and 
they will be thrust into thick darkness. 

9 p But there will be no gloom for 
her that was in anguish. In the 


former time he brought into contempt 
the land of Zeb'ulun and the land of 
Nap h'tali, but in the latter time he will 
make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. 

2 « The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, 

on them has light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, 

thou hast increased its joy; 
they rejoice before thee 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as men rejoice when they divide 
the spoil. 

4 For the yoke of his burden, 

and the staff for his shoulder, 
the rod of his oppressor, 
thou hast broken as on the day of 
Mid'ian. 

5 For every boot of the tramping 

warrior in battle tumult 
and every garment rolled in blood 
will be burned as fuel for the fire* 

6 For to us a child is bom, 

to us a son is given; 
and the government will be upon his 
shoulder, 

and his name will be called 
“Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” 

7 Of the increase of his government and 

of peace 

there will be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and over 
his kingdom, 

to establish it, and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and for ever¬ 
more. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this. 

8 The Lord has sent a word against 

Jacob, 

and it will light upon Israel; 

9 and all the people will know ? 

E'phraim and the inhabitants of 
Samaria, 

who say in pride and in arrogance 
of heart: 

10 “The bricks have fallen, 

but we will build with dressed 
stones; 


*Heb Immanuel n Heb it 0 Or curse by p Ch 8.23 in Heb 0 Ch 9.1 in Heb 

8.12-13) 1 Pec 3.14-15. 8.14) Rom 9.32-33; 1 Pet 2.8. 8.17-18) Heb 2.13. 9.1-2) Mt 4.15-16; Lk 1.79. 
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the sycamores have been cut down* 
but we will put cedars in their 
place.” 

n So the Lord raises adversaries r 
against them, 
and stirs up their enemies. 

12 The Syrians on the east and the 

Philistines on the west 
devour Israel with open mouth. 
For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

13 The people did not turn to him who 

smote them, 

nor seek the Lord of hosts. 

14 So the Lord cut off from Israel head 

and tail, 

palm branch and reed in one day— 
S5 the elder and honoured man is the 
head, 

and the prophet who teaches lies 
is the tail; 

16 for those who -lead this people lead 
them astray, 

and those who are led by them are 
swallowed up. 

J7 Therefore the Lord does not rejoice 
over their young men, 
and has no compassion on their 
fatherless and widows; 
for every one is godless and an evil¬ 
doer, 

and every mouth speaks folly. 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

i g For wickedness burns like a fire, 
it consumes briers and thorns; 
it kindles the thickets of the forest, 
and they roll upward in a column 
of smoke. 

19 Through the wrath of the Lord of 

hosts 

the land is burned, 
and the people are like fuel for the 
fire; 

no man spares his brother. 

20 They snatch on the right, but are still 

hungry, 

and they devour on the left, but are 
not satisfied; 

each devours his neighbour’s* flesh, 

21 Manas'seh E'phraim, and E'phraim 

Manas'seh, 


and together they are against 
Judah. 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

W° e to those who decree in- 
J.U iquitous decrees, 

and the writers who keep writing 
oppression, 

2 to turn aside the needy from justice 

and to rob the poor of my people 
of their right, 

that widows may be their spoil, 
and that they may make the father¬ 
less their prey! 

3 What will you do on the day of 

punishment, 

in the storm which will come from 
afar? 

To whom will you flee for help, 
and where will you leave your 
wealth? 

4 Nothing remains but to crouch 

among the prisoners 
or fall among the slain. 

For all this his anger is not turned 
away 

and his hand is stretched out still. 

5 Ah, Assyria, die rod of my anger, 

the staff of my fury ! 1 

6 Against a godless nation I send him, 

and against the people of my wrath 
I command him, 
to take spoil and seize plunder, 
and to tread them down like the 
mire of the streets. 

7 But he does not so intend, 

and his mind does not so think; 
but it is in his mind to destroy, 
and to cut off nations not a few; 

8 for he says: 

“Are not my commanders all kings? 

9 Is not Calno like Car'chemish? 

Is not Hamath like Arpad? 

Is not Samar ia like Damascus? 

10 As my hand has reached to the king¬ 

doms of the idols 

whose graven images were greater 
than those of Jerusalem and 
Samar'ia, 

11 shall I not do to Jerusalem and her 

idols 

as I have done to Samar'ia and her 
images?” 


[ Cn: Heb the adversaries of Resin * Tg Compare Gk: Heb the flesh of his arm 
* Heb a staff it is in their hand my fury 
JO.5-34! Nah; Zeph 2.13-15. 
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12 When the Lord has finished all his 
work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem 
he" will punish the arrogant boasting of 
the king of Assyria and his haughty 
pride. » For he says: 

“By the strength of my hand I have 
done it, 

and by my wisdom, for I have un¬ 
derstanding; 

I have removed the boundaries of 
peoples, 

and have plundered their treasures; 
like a bull I have brought down 
those who sat on thrones. 

M My hand has found like a nest 
the wealth of the peoples; 

and as men gather eggs that have been 
forsaken 

so I have gathered all the earth; 

and there was none that moved a 
wing, 

or opened the mouth, or chirped. 5 ’ 

15 Shall the axe vaunt itself over him 
who hews with it, 
or the saw magnify itself against 
him who wields it? 

As if a rod should wield him who lifts 
it, 

or as if a staff should lift him who 
is not wood! 

36 Therefore the Lord, the Lord of 

hosts, 

will send wasting sickness among 
his stout warriors, 

and under his glory a burning will be 
kindled, 

like the burning of fire. 

37 The light of Israel will become a fire, 

and his Holy One a flame; 

and it will bum and devour 

his thorns and briers in one day. 

18 The glory of his forest and of his 
fruitful land 

the Lord will destroy, both soul 
and body, 

and it will be as when a sick man 
wastes away. 

w The remnant of the trees of his forest 
will be so few 

that a child can write them down. 

20 In that day the remnant of Israel 
and the survivors of the house of Jacob 
will no more lean upon him that smote 
them, but will lean upon the Lord, the 


Holy One of Israel, in truth. 21 A rem¬ 
nant will return, the remnant of Jacob, 
to the mighty God. 22 For though your 
people Israel be as the sand of the sea, 
only a remnant of them will return. 
Destruction is decreed, overflowing 
with righteousness. 23 For the Lord, the 
Lord of hosts, will make a full end, as 
decreed, in the midst of all the earth. 

24 Therefore thus says the Lord, the 
Lord of hosts: “O my people, who 
dwell in Zion, be not afraid of the 
Assyrians when they smite with the rod 
and lift up their staff against you as the 
Egyptians did. 25 For in a very little 
while my indignation will come to an 
end, and my anger will be directed to 
their destruction. 26 And the Lord of 
hosts will wield against them a scourge, 
as when he smote Mid'ian at the rock of 
Greb; and his rod will be over the sea, 
and he will lift it as he did in Egypt. 

27 And in that day his burden will depart 
from your shoulder, and his yoke will 
be destroyed from your neck.” 

He has gone up from Rimmon,® 

28 he has come to Al'ath; 

he has passed through Migron, 
at Michmash he stores his baggage % 

29 they have crossed over the pass, 

at Geba they lodge for the nights 
Ramah trembles, 

Gib'e-ah of Said has fled. 

30 Cry aloud, O daughter of Gallimi 

Hearken, O La'ishah! 

Answer her, O An'athoth! 

31 Madme'nah is in flight, 

the inhabitants of Gebim flee for 
safety. 

32 This vary day he will halt at Nob* 

he will shake his fist 
at the mount of the daughter of 
Zion, 

the hill of Jerusalem. 

33 Behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts 

will lop the boughs with terrifying 
power; 

the great in height will be hewn 
down, 

and the lofty will be brought low. 

34 He will cut down the thickets of the 

forest with an axe, 
and Lebanon with its majestic 
trees w will fall. 


* Heb / p Cn: Hcb and his yoke from your neck, and a yoke wili be destroyed because of fatness 
*° Co Compare Ok Vg: Heb with a nuuestic one 
10£2-23t Rom 9.27-28. 



Future hope of Israel 

n There shall come forth a shoot 
from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 

2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest 
upon him, 

the spirit of wisdom and under¬ 
standing, 

the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord. 

3 And his delight shall be .in the fear of 
the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes 

see, 

or decide by what his ears hear; 

4 but with righteousness he shall judge 
the poor, 

and decide with equity for the 
meek of the earth; 

and he shall smite the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he 
shall slay the wicked. 

$ Righteousness shall be the girdle of 
his waist, 

and faithfulness the girdle of his 
loins. 

<5 The wolf shall dwell with the iamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, 

and the calf and the lion and the 
fading together, 

and a litde child shall lead them. 

^ The cow and the bear shall feed; 
their y oung shall lie down together ; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the 
ox. 

$ The sucking child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, 

and the weaned child shall put his 
hand on the adder's den. 

® They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea. 

10 In that day the root of Jesse shall 
stand as an ensign to the peoples ; him 
shall the nations seek, and his dwellings 
shall be glorious. 

11 In that day the Lord will extend 
his hand yet a second time to recover 
the remnant which is left of his people. 
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from Assyria, from Egypt, from Path- 
ros, from Ethiopia, from Elam, from 
Shinar, from Hamath, and from the 
coastlands of the sea. 

12 He will raise an ensign for the na¬ 

tions, 

and will assemble the outcasts of 

Israel, 

and gather the dispersed of Judah 
from the four corners of the earth. 

13 The jealousy of E'phraim shall de¬ 

part, 

and those who harass Judah shall 
be cut off; 

E'phraim shall not be jealous of 
Judah, 

and Judah shall not harass 
E'phraim. 

14 But they shall swoop down upon the 

shoulder of the Philistines in the 
west, 

and together they shall plunder the 
people of the east. 

They shall put forth their hand 
against Edom and Moab, 
and the Ammonites shall obey 
them. 

15 And the Lord will utterly destroy 

the tongue of the sea of Egypt; 
and will wave his hand over the 
River 

with his scorching wind, 
and smite it into seven channels 
that men may cross dryshod. 

16 And there will be a highway from 

Assyria 

for the remnant which is left of his 
people, 

as there was for Israel 
when they came up from the land 
of Egypt. 

^ You will say in that day: 

J./W “I will give thanks to thee, O 
Lord, 

for though thou wast angry with 
me, 

thy anger turned away, 

and thou didst comfort me. 

2 “Behold, God is my salvation; 

I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the Lord God is my strength and 
my song, 

and he has become my salvation.” 


3 With joy you will draw water from 

11.1: Is 11.10; Rom 15.12. 11.2:1 Pet 4.14. 113: Eph 6.14. 113-0: Is 65.25; Hab 2.14. 

11.10: Is 11.1; Rom 15.12. 
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the wells of salvation. 4 And you will say 
in that day: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, 
call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among the 
nations, 

proclaim that his name is exalted. 

5 “Sing praises to the Lord, for he has 

done gloriously; 

let this be known-' in all the earth. 

$ Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant 
of Zion, 

for great in your midst is the Holy 
One of Israel.” 

"i The oracle concerning Babylon 
JLJ which Isaiah the son of Amoz 
saw. 

2 On a bare hill raise a signal, 

cry aloud to them; 
wave the hand for them to enter 
the gates of the nobles. 

3 I myself have commanded my con¬ 

secrated ones, 

have summoned my mighty men to 
execute my anger, 
my proudly exulting ones. 

* Hark, a tumult on the mountains 
as of a gieat multitude! 

Hark, an uproar of kingdoms, 
of nations gathering together! 

The Lord of hosts is mustering 
a host for battle. 

3 They come from a distant land, 
from the end of the heavens, 
the Lord and the weapons of his in¬ 
dignation, 

to destroy the whole earth. 

6 Wail, for the day of the Lord is near; 

as destruction from the Almighty 
it will come! 

7 Therefore all hands will be feeble, 

and every man’s heart will melt, 

8 and they will be dismayed. 

Pangs and agony will seize them; 

they will be in anguish like a 
woman in travail. 

They will look aghast at one another; 
their faces will be aflame. 

9 Behold, the day of the Lord comes, 

cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 
to make the earth a desolation 

and to destroy its sinners from it. 

x Or this is made known 

13.1-14.23: 1$ 47; Jcr 50-51; Hab 1-2. 13.10: Mt 24.: 


10 For the stars of the heavens and their 

constellations 
will not give their light; 
the sun will be dark at its rising 
and the moon will not shed its 
light. 

11 I will punish the world for its evil, 

and the wicked for their iniquity; 
I will put an end to the pride of ihe 
arrogant, 

and lay low the haughtiness of the 
ruthless. 

12 I will make men more rare than fine 

gold, 

and mankind than the gold of 
Ophir. 

13 Therefore I will make the heavens 

tremble, 

and the earth will be shaken out of 
its place, 

at the wrath of the Lord of hosts 
in the day of his fierce anger. 

M And like a hunted gazelle, 

or like sheep with none to gather 
them, 

every man will turn to his own peo¬ 
ple, 

and every man will flee to his own 
land. 

15 Whoever is found will be thrust 

through, 

and whoever is caught will fall by 
the sword. 

1 6 Their infants will be dashed in pieces 

before their eyes; 
their houses will be plundered 
and their wives ravished. 

17 Behold, I am stirring up the Medes 

against them, 

who have no regard for silver 
and do not delight in gold. 

18 Their bows will slaughter the young 

men; 

they will have no mercy on the 
fruit of the womb; 
their eyes will not pity children. 

19 And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, 

the splendour and pride of the 
Chalde'ans, 

will be like Sodom and Gomor'rah 
when God overthrew them. 

20 It will never be inhabited 

or dwelt in for all generations; 
no Arab will pitch his tent there, 
no shepherds will make their flocks 
He down there. 

l; Mk 13.24; Rev 6.12; 8.12. 
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21 But wild beasts will lie down there, 

and its houses will be full of 
howling creatures; 
there ostriches will dwell, 
and there satyrs will dance. 

22 Hyenas will cry in its towers, 

and jackals in the pleasant palaces; 
its time is close at hand 

and its days will not be prolonged. 

M The Lord will have compassion 
on Jacob and will again choose 
Israel, and will set them in their own 
land, and aliens will join them and will 
cleave to the house of Jacob. 2 And the 
peoples will take them and bring them 
to their place, and the house of Israel 
will possess them in the Lord's land as 
male and female slaves; they will take 
captive those who were their captors, 
and rule over those who oppressed 
them. 

3 When the Lord has given you rest 
from your pain and turmoil and the 
hard service with which you were made 
to serve, 4 you will take up this taunt 
against the king of Babylon: 

“How the oppressor has ceased, 
the insolent furyv ceased! 

5 The Lord has broken the staff of the 
wicked, 

the sceptre of rulers, 

# that smote the peoples in wrath 
with unceasing blows, 
that ruled the nations in anger 
with unrelenting persecution. 

? The whole earth is at rest and quiet; 

they break forth into singing. 

3 The cypresses rejoice at you, 
the cedars of Lebanon, saying, 
‘Since you were laid low, 
no hewer comes up against us.* 

® Sheol beneath is stirred up 
to meet you when you come, 
it rouses the shades to greet you, 
all who were leaders of the earth; 
it raises from their thrones 

all who were kings of the nations. 
10 All of them will speak 
and say to you: 

*You too have become as weak as 
we! 

You have become like us !* 

H Your pomp is brought down to 
Sheol, 

the sound of your harps; 

* One andcnt Ms Compare Gk Syr Vg: The meaning 
* Cn Compare Tg Symmachus: Heb a loathed branch 
13.21: Rev 18.2. 


maggots are the bed beneath you, 
and worms are your covering. 

* 2 “How you are fallen from heaven, 

O Day Star, son of Dawn! 

How you are cut down to the ground, 
you who laid the nations lowl 
*3 You said in your heart, 

‘I will ascend to heaven; 
above the stars of God 

I will set my throne on high; 
i will sit on the mount of assembly 
in the far north; 

54 I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds, 

I will make myself like the Most 
High.' 

15 But you are brought down to Sheol, 

to the depths of the Pit. 

16 Those who see you will stare at you, 

and ponder over you : 

‘Is this the man who made the earth 
tremble, 

who shook kingdoms, 

* 7 who made the world like a desert 
and overthrew its cities, 
who did not let his prisoners go 
home?’ 

88 All the kings of the nations lie in 

e*°ry». 

each m his own tomb; 

19 but you are cast out, away from your 

sepulchre, 

like a loathed untimely birth, 2 
clothed with the slain, those pierced 
by the sword, 

who go down to the stones of the 
Pit, 

like a dead body trodden under 
foot. 

20 You will not be joined with them in 

burial, 

because you have destroyed your 
land, 

you have slain your people. 

“May the descendants of evildoers 
nevermore be named! 

21 Prepare slaughter for his sons 

because of the guilt of their fathers, 
lest they rise and possess the earth, 
and fill the face of the world with 
cities.” 

22 “I will rise up against them,” says 
the Lord of hosts, “and will cut off 

of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
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from Babylon name and remnant, off¬ 
spring and posterity, says the Lord. 
23And I will make it a possession of the 
hedgehog, and pools of water, and 
I will sweep it with the broom of de¬ 
struction, says the Lord of hosts.” 

24 The Lord of hosts has sworn % 

“As I have planned, 

so shall it be, 
and as I have purposed, 
so shall it stand, 

25 that I will break the Assyrian in my 

land, 

and upon my mountains trample 
him under foot; 

and his yoke shall depart from them, 
and his burden from their shoul¬ 
der.” 

26 This is the purpose that is purposed 

concerning the whole earth; 
and this is the hand that is stretched 
out 

over all the nations. 

27 For the Lord of hosts has purposed,, 

and who will annul it? 

His hand is stretched out, 
and who will turn it back? 

28 In the year that King Ahaz died came 
this oracle: 

29 “Rejoice not, O Philistia, all of 

you, 

that the rod which smote you is 
broken, 

for from the serpent’s root will come 
forth an adder, 

and its fruit will be a flying serpent. 

30 And the first-born of the poor will 

feed, 

and the needy lie down in safety; 
but I will kill your root with famine, 
and your remnant I a will slay. 

31 Wail, O gate; cry, O city; 

melt in fear, O Philistia, all of 
you! 

For smoke comes out of the north, 
and there is no straggler in his 
ranks.” 

32 What will one answer the messengers 

of the nation? 

“The Lord has founded Zion, 
and in her the afflicted of his people 
find refuge.” 


•| C An oracle concerning Moab. 
jlD Because Ar is laid waste in a night 
Moab is undone ; 

because Kir is laid waste in a night 
Moab is undone. 

2 The daughter of Dibon 5 has gone up 

to the high places to weep; 
over Nebo and over Med'eba 
Moab wails. 

On every head is baldness, 
every beard is shorn; 

3 in the streets they gird on sack** 

doth; 

on the housetops and in the squares 
every one wails and melts in tears. 

4 Heshbon and Elealeh cry out, 

their voice is heard as far as Jahaz; 
therefore the armed men of Moab cry 
aloud; 

his soul trembles. 

5 My heart cries out for Moabj 

his fugitives flee to Zo'ar, 
to Eg'lath-shelish'iyah. 

For at the ascent of Luhith 
they go up weeping; 
on the road to Horopa'im 

they raise a cry of destruction? 

6 the waters of Nimrim 

are a desolation; 

the grass is withered, the new growth 
fails, 

the verdure is no more. 

7 Therefore the abundance they have 

gained 

and what they have laid up 
they carry away 

over the Brook of the Willows* 

8 For a cry has gone 

round the land of Moab; 
the wailing reaches to Egla'im, 
the wailing reaches to Beer-elim. 

9 For the waters of Dibon® are full of 

blood; 

yet I will bring upon Dibon® even 
more, 

& lion for those of Moab who escape, 
for the remnant of the land. 

They have sent lambs 
to the ruler of the land, 
from Sela, by way of the desert, 
to the mount of the daughter of 
Zion. 

2 Like fluttering birds, 
like scattered nestling** 


• One indent Ms Vg: Heb he ® Cn: Heb the house and Dihon 
® One indent Ms Vg Compare Syt: Heb Dimon 

14.29-31: Ter 47; Ezek 25.15-17; Joel 3.4-8; Amos 1.6-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 925-7® 
15-16* Is 25.10-12; Jcx 48; Ezek 25.8-11; Amos 2.1-3; Zeph 2.8-11. 
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so are the daughters of Moab 
at the fords of the Arnon. 

3 “Give counsel, 

grant justice; 

make your shade like night 
at the height of noon; 
hide the outcasts, 

betray not the fugitives 

4 let the outcasts of Moab 

sojourn among you; 
be a refuge to them 
from the destroyer,, 

When the oppressor is no more, 
and destruction has ceased, 
and he who tramples under foot 
has vanished from the land, 

5 then a throne will be established in 

steadfast love 

and on it will sit in faithfulness 
in the tent of David 
one who judges and seeks justice 
and is swift to do righteousness.” 

« We have heard of the pride of Moab, 
how proud he was; 
of his arrogance, his pride, and his 
insolence— 
his boasts are false. 

* Therefore let Moab wail, 
let every one wail for Moab. 
Mourn, utterly stricken, 
for die raisin-cakes of Kir-har'» 
esetho 

® For the fields of Heshbon languish* 
and the vine of Sibmah; 
the lords of the nations 

have struck down its branches* 
which reached to Jazer 
and strayed to the desert; 
its shoots spread abroad 
and passed over the sea. 

9 Therefore X weep with the weeping 
of Jazer 

for the vine of Sibmah; 

I drench you with my tears* 

O Heshbon and Elealeh; 
for upon your fruit and your harvest 
the battle shout has fallen. 

X® And joy and gladness are taken away 
from the fruitful field; 
and in the vineyards no songs are 
sung, 

no shouts are raised; 
oo treader treads out wine in the 
presses; 

the vintage shout is hushed. 4 


11 Therefore my soul moans like a lyre 
for Moab, 

and my heart for Kir-he'res. 

12 And when Moab presents himself. 
When he wearies himself upon the high 
place, when he comes to his sanctuary 
to pray, he will not prevail. 

13 This is the word which the Lord 
spoke concerning Moab in the past, 
w But now the Lord says, “In three 
years, like the years of a hireling, the 
glory of Moab will be brought into 
contempt, in spite of all his great mul¬ 
titude, and those who survive will be 
very few and feeble.” 


1 7 An oracle concerning Damas- 
JL / cus. 

Behold, Damascus will cease to be & 
city, 

and will become a heap of ruins. 

2 Her cities will be deserted for ever; 0 

they will be for flocks, 
which will lie down ? and none 
will make them afraid. 

3 The fortress will disappear from 

E'phraim, 

and the kingdom from Damascus; 
and the remnant of Syria will be 
like the glory of the children of 
Israel, 

says the Lord .of hosts. 


4 And in that day 

the glory of Jacob will be brought 
low, 

and the fat of his flesh will grow 
lean. 

9 And it shall be as when the reaper 
gathers standing grain 
and his ann harvests the ears, 
and as when one gleans the ears of 
grain 

in the Valley of Reph'aim. 

* Gleanings will be left in it, 

as when an olive tree is beaten- 
two or three berries 
in the top of the highest bough* 
four or five 

on the branches of a fruit tree, 

says the Lord God of Israel. 


7 In that day men wifi regard their 
Maker, and their eyes wifi look to the 
Holy One of Israel; 8 they wifi not have 
regard for the altars, the work of their 
hands, and they will not look to what 


4 Gk: Heb / have hushed 9 Ca Compare Ok: Heb tht cities qf Aroer art dtsericd 
17.1-3: Jer 49.23-27} Amos 13-5} Zcch 9.1. 
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their own fingers have made, either the 
Ashe'rim or the altars of incense. 

9 In that day their strong cities will 
be like the deserted places of the 
Hivites and the Amorites/ which they 
deserted because of the children of 
Israel, and there will be desolation. 

10 For you have forgotten the God of 

your salvation, 

and have not remembered the Rock 
of your refuge; 

therefore, though you plant pleasant 
plants 

and set out slips of an alien god, 

11 though you make them grow on the 

day that you plant them, 
and make them blossom in the 
morning that you sow; 
yet the harvest will flee away 

in a day of grief and incurable pain„ 

12 Ah, the thunder of many peoples, 

they thunder like the thundering of 
the sea! 

Ah, the roar of nations, 

they roar like the roaring of mighty 
waters! 

13 The nations roar like the roaring of 

many waters, 

but he will rebuke them, and they 
will flee far away, 

chased like chaff on the mountains 
before the wind 

and whirling dust before the 
storm. 

14 At evening time, behold, terror! 

Before morning, they are no more! 
This is the portion of those who 
despoil us, 

and the lot of those who plunder 
us. 

-| O Ah, land of whirring wings 
XO which is beyond the rivers of 
Ethiopia; 

2 which sends ambassadors by the Nile, 

in vessels of papyrus upon the 
waters! 

Go, you swift messengers, 
to a nation, tall and smooth, 
to a people feared near and far, 
a nation mighty and conquering, 
whose land the rivers divide. 

3 All you inhabitants of the world, 

you who dwell on the earth, 

■£Ctt Compare Gk: Heb the wood and the highest bough 
18: Zeph 2.12. 18: Jer 46; Ezek 29-32; Zech 14.18-19. 


when a signal is raised on the moun¬ 
tains, look! 

When a trumpet is blown, hear! 

4 For thus the Lord said to me: 

“I will quietly look from my dwelling 
like clear heat in sunshine, 
like a cloud of dew in the heat of 
harvest.” 

5 For before the harvest, when the 

blossom is over, 

and the flower becomes a ripening 
grape, 

he will cut off the shoots with pruning 
hooks, 

and the spreading branches he will 
hew away. 

6 They shall all of them be left 

to the birds of prey of the moun« 
tains 

and to the beasts of the earth. 

And the birds of prey will summer 
upon them, 

and all the beasts- of the earth will 
winter upon them. 

7 At that time gifts will be brought to 
the Lord of hosts 

from a people tall and smooth, 

from a people feared near and 
far, 

a nation mighty and conquering, 
whose land the rivers divide, 
to Mount Zion, the place of the name 
of the Lord of hosts. 

"| Q An oracle concerning Egypt. 

Behold, the Lord is riding on a 
swift cloud 
and comes to Egypt; 
and the idols of Egypt will tremble 
at his presence, 

and the heart of the Egyptians will 
melt within them. 

2 And I will stir up Egyptians against 

Egyptians, 

and they will fight, every man 
against his brother 
and every man against his neigh¬ 
bour, 

city against dty, kingdom against 
kingdom; 

3 and the spirit of the Egyptians within 

them will be emptied out, 
and I will confound their plans; 
and they will consult the idols and the 
sorcerers, 

and the mediums and the wizards; 
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4 and I will give over the Egyptians 

into the hand of a hard master; 
and a fierce king will rule over them, 
says the Lord, the Lord of hosts. 

5 And the waters of the Nile will be 

dried up, 

and the river will be parched and 
dry; 

* and its canals will become foul, 

and the branches of Egypt’s Nile 
will diminish and dry up, 
reeds and rushes will rot away. 
There will be bare places by the 
Nile, 

on the brink of the Nile, 
and all that is sown by the Nile will 
dry up, 

be driven away, and be no more. 

* The fishermen will mourn and 

lament, 

all who cast hook in the Nile; 
and they will languish 
who spread nets upon the water. 

9 The workers in combed flax will be in 

despair, 

and the weavers of white cotton. 

10 Those who are the pillars of the land 

will be crushed, 

and all who work for hire will be 
grieved. 

11 The princes of Zo'an are utterly 

foolish; 

the wise counsellors of Pharaoh 
give stupid counsel. 

How can you say to Pharaoh, 

“I am a son of the wise, 
a son of ancient kings”? 

12 Where then are your wise men? 

Let them tell you and make known 
what the Lord of hosts has pur¬ 
posed against Egypt. 

13 The princes of Zo'an have become 

fools, 

and the princes of Memphis are 
deluded; 

those who are the cornerstones of her 
tribes 

have led Egypt astray. 

14 The Lord has mingled within her 

a spirit of confusion; 
and they have made Egypt stagger in 
all her doings 

as a drunken man staggers in his 
vomit. 

*5 And there will be nothing for Egypt 
which head or tail, palm branch 
or reed, may do. 


16 In that day the Egyptians will be 
like women, and tremble with fear be¬ 
fore the hand which the Lord of hosts 
shakes over them. 17 And the land of 
Judah will become a terror to the 
Egyptians; every one to whom it is 
mentioned will fear because of the pur¬ 
pose which the Lord of hosts has pur¬ 
posed against them. 

18 In that day there will be five cities 
in the land of Egypt which speak the 
language of Canaan and swear al¬ 
legiance to the Lord of hosts. One of 
these will be called the City of the Sun. 

19 In that day there will be an altar 
to the Lord in the midst of the land of 
Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord at its 
border. 20 It will be a sign and a witness 
to the Lord of hosts in the land of 
Egypt; when they cry to the Lord be¬ 
cause of oppressors he will send them a 
saviour, and will defend and deliver 
them . 21 And the Lord will make himself 
known to the Egyptians; and the Egyp¬ 
tians will know the Lord in that day and 
worship with sacrifice and burnt offer¬ 
ing, and they will make vows to the 
Lord and perform them. 22 And the 
Lord will smite Egypt, smiting and 
healing, and they will return to the 
Lord, and he will heed their supplica¬ 
tions and heal them. 

23 In that day there will be a highway 
from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian 
will come into Egypt, and the Egyptian 
into Assyria, and the Egyptians will 
worship with the Assyrians. 

24 In that day Israel will be the third 
with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in 
the midst of the earth, 25 whom the 
Lord of hosts has blessed, saying, 
“Blessed be Egypt my people, and 
Assyria the work of my hands, and 
Israel my heritage.” 

In the year that the commander 
in chief, who was sent by Sargon 
the king of Assyria, came to Ashdod and 
fought against it and took it,— 2 at that 
time the Lord had spoken by Isaiah the 
son of Amoz, saying, “Go, and loose the 
sackcloth from your loins and take off 
your shoes from your feet,” and he had 
done so, walking naked and barefoot— 
3 the Lord said, “As my servant Isaiah 
has walked naked and barefoot for three 
years as a sign and a portent against 
Egypt and Ethiopia, 4 so shall the king 
of Assyria lead away the Egyptians cap- 
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tives and the Ethiopians exiles, both the 
young and the old, naked and barefoot, 
with buttocks uncovered, to the shame 
of Egypt. 5 Then they shall be dismayed 
and confounded because of Ethiopia 
their hope and of Egypt their boast. 
6 And the inhabitants of this coastland 
will say in that day, ‘Behold, this is what 
has happened to those in whom we 
hoped and to whom we fled for help to 
be delivered from the king of As¬ 
syria! And we, how shall we escape?’ ” 


21 


The oracle concerning the wil¬ 
derness of the sea. 


As whirlwinds in the Negeb sweep 


on, 

it comes from the desert, 
from a terrible land, 

2 A stem vision is told to me; 

the plunderer plunders, 
and the destroyer destroys. 

Go up, O Elam, 
lay siege, O Media; 
all the sighing she has caused 
I bring to an end. 

3 Therefore my loins are filled with 

anguish; 

pangs have seized me, 
like the pangs of a woman in trav¬ 
ail; 

I am bowed down so that I cannot 
hear, 

I am dismayed so that I cannot see. 

4 My mind reels, horror has appalled 


me; 

the twilight I longed for 
has been turned for me into 
trembling. 

5 They prepare the table, 

they spread the rugs, 
they eat, they drink. 

Arise, O princes, 
oil the shield! 

6 For thus the Lord said to me; 

“Go, set a watchman, 

let him announce what he sees. 

7 When he sees riders, horsemen in 


9 And, behold, here come riders, 

horsemen in pairs!” 

And he answered, 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon; 
and all the images of her gods 

he has shattered to the ground.” 

10 O my threshed and winnowed one, 

what I have heard from the Lord 
of hosts, 

the God of Israel, I announce to you. 

11 The oracle concerning Dumah. 

One is calling to me from Se'ir, 

“Watchman, what of the night? 
Watchman, what of the night?” 

12 The watchman says: 

“Morning comes, and also the night. 
If you will inquire, inquire; 
come back again.” 

The oracle concerning Arabia. 

In the thickets in Arabia you will 
lodge, 

O caravans of De'danitcs. 

M To the thirsty bring water, 

meet the fugitive with bread, 

O inhabitants of the land of Tcma. 
15 For they have fled from the swords, 
from the drawn sword, 
from the bent bow, 

and from the press of battle. 

16 For thus the Lord said to me, 
“Within a year, according to the years 
of a hireling, all the glory of Kedar will 
come to an end; 17 and the remainder of 
the archers of the mighty men of the 
sons of Kedar will be few; for the Lord, 
the God of Israel, has spoken.” 

The oracle concerning the valley 
A*' of vision. 

What do you mean that you have 
gone up, 

all of you, to the housetops, 

2 you who are full of shoutings, 
tumultuous city, exultant town? 
Your slain are not slain with the 
sword 


pairs, or dead in battle, 

nders on asses, riders on camels, 3 All your rulers have fled together, 
let him listen diligently, without the bow they were cap- 

very diligently* # tured. 

8 Til 611 w "° sawff cne< ^; _ All of you who were found were 

“Upon a watchtower I stand, O captured, 

Lord, though they had fled far away.* 

continually by day, 4 Therefore I said: 

and at my post I am stationed “Look away from me, 

whole nights. let me weep bitter tears; 

8 One indent Ms: Heb a Hon 4 Gk Syr Vg: Heb from far away 
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do not labour to comfort me 

for the destruction of the daughter 
of my people.” 

$ For the Lord God of hosts has a day 
of tumult and trampling and con¬ 
fusion 

in the valley of vision, 
a battering down of walls 

and a shouting to the mountains. 

6 And Elam bore the quiver 

with chariots and horsemen/ 
and Kir uncovered the shield. 

7 Your choicest valleys were full of 

chariots, 

and the horsemen took their stand 
at the gates. 

8 He has taken away the covering of 

Judah. 

In that day you looked to the weapons 
of the House of the . Forest, y and you 
saw that the breaches of the city of 
David were many, and you collected the 
waters of the lower pool, 10 and you 
counted the houses of Jerusalem, and 
you broke down the houses to fortify the 
wall. 11 You made a reservoir between 
the two walls for the water of the old 
pool. But you did not look to him who 
did it, or have regard for him who 
planned it long ago. 

12 In that day the Lord God of hosts 
called to weeping and mourning, 
to baldness and girding with sack¬ 
cloth; 

*3 and behold, joy and gladness, 
slaying oxen and lolling sheep, 
eating flesh and drinking wine. 
“Let us eat and drink, 
for tomorrow we die.” 

14 The Lord of hosts has revealed 
himself in my ears: 

•‘Surely this iniquity will not be for¬ 
given you 
till you die,” 

says the Lord God of hosts. 

15 Thus says the Lord God of hosts, 
•‘Come, go to this steward, to Shebna, 
who is over the household, and say to 
him: 16 What have you to do here and 
whom have you here, that you have 
hewn here a tomb for yourself, you who 
hew a tomb on the height, and carve a 


habitation for yourself in the rock? 
17 Behold, the Lord will hurl you away 
violently, O you strong man. He will 
seize firm hold on you, and whirl you 
round and round, and throw you like a 
ball into a wide land; there you shall die, 
and there shall be your splendid char¬ 
iots, you shame of your master’s house. 
|y I will thrust you from your office, and 
you will be cast down from your station. 
20 In that day I will call my servant 
Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, 21 and I 
will clothe him with your robe, and will 
bind your girdle on him, and will 
commit your authority to his hand; and 
he shall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. 
22 And I will place on his shoulder the 
key of the house of David; he shall 
open, and none shall shut; and he shall 
shut, and none shall open. 2i And I will 
fasten him like a peg in a sure place, 
and he will become a throne of honour to 
his father’s house. 24 And they will hang 
on him the whole weight of his father's 
house, the offspring and issue, every 
small vessel, from the cups to all the 
flagons, 25 In that day, says the Lord 
of hosts, the peg that was fastened in a 
sure place will give way; and it will be 
cut down and fall, and the burden that 
was upon it will be cut off, for the Lord 
has spoken.” 

The oracle concerning Tyre. 
Zj Wail, O ships of Tarshish, 

for Tyre is laid waste, without 
house or haven! 

From the land of Cyprus 
it is revealed to them. 

2 Be still, O inhabitants of the coast, 

O merchants of Sidon; 

your messengers passed over the sea* 

3 and were on many waters; 

your revenue was the grain of Shihor, 
the harvest of the Nile; 
you were the merchant of the na¬ 
tions. 

4 Be ashamed, O Sidon, for the sea has 

spoken, 

the stronghold of the sea, saying: 

“I have neither travailed nor given 
birth, 

I have neither reared young men 
nor brought up virgins.” 

5 When the report comes to Egypt, 


* The Hebrew of this line is obscure 

* One ancient Ms: Heb who passed over the sea, they replenished you 
22.22: Rev 3.7. 23: Ezek 26.1-28.19; Joel 3.4*8; Amos 1.9-10; Zech 9.3-4. 
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they will be in anguish over the 
report about Tyre. 

6 Pass over to Tarshish, 

wail, O inhabitants of the coast! 

7 Is this your exultant city 

whose origin is from days of old, 
whose feet carried her 
to settle afar? 

8 Who has purposed this 

against Tyre, the bestower of 
crowns, 

whose merchants were princes, 
whose traders were the honoured 
of the earth? 

0 The Lord of hosts has purposed it, 
to defile the pride of all glory, 
to dishonour all the honoured of 
the earth. 

1° Overflow your land like the Nile, 

O daughter of Tarshish; 
there is no restraint any more. 

11 He has stretched out his hand over 
the sea, 

he has shaken the kingdoms; 
the Lord has given command con¬ 
cerning Canaan 
to destroy its strongholds. 

*2 And he said: 

“You will no more exult, 

O oppressed virgin daughter of 
Sidon; 

arise, pass over to Cyprus, 

even there you will have no rest.” 

13 Behold the land of the Chalde ans! 
This is the people; it was not Assyria. 
They destined Tyre for wild beasts. 
They erected their siege towers, they 
razed her palaces, they made her a 
ruin.* 

14 Wail, O ships of Tarshish, 

for your stronghold is laid waste. 

15 In that day Tyre will be forgotten for 
seventy years, like the days of one king. 
At the end of seventy years, it will 
happen to Tyre as in the song of the 
harlot: 

16 “Take a harp, 

go about the city, 

O forgotten harlot! 

Make sweet melody, 
sing many songs, 
that you may be remembered." 
17 At the end of seventy years, the Lord 
will visit Tyre, and she will return to 
her hire, and will play the harlot with 
all the kingdoms of the world upon the 

* The Hebrew of this verse is obscure 
23.17: Rev 17.2. 24.8: Rev 18.22. 


face of the earth. 18 Her merchandise 
and her hire will be dedicated to the 
Lord; it will not be stored or hoarded, 
but her merchandise will supply abun¬ 
dant food and fine clothing for those 
who dwell before the Lord. 

Behold, the Lord will lay waste 
the earth and make it desolate, 
and he will twist its surface and 
scatter its inhabitants. 

2 And it shall be, as with the people, 

so with the priest; 
as with the slave, so with his 
master; 

as with the maid, so with her 
mistress; 

as with the buyer, so with the seller; 
as with the lender, so with the 
borrower *> 

as with the creditor, so with the 
debtor. 

3 The earth shall be utterly laid waste 

and utterly despoiled; 
for the Lord has spoken this word. 

4 The earth mourns and withers, 

the world languishes and withers; 
the heavens languish together with 
the earth. 

5 The earth lies polluted 

under its inhabitants; 
for they have transgressed the laws, 
violated the statutes, 
broken the everlasting covenant. 

6 Therefore a curse devours the earth, 

and its inhabitants suffer for their 
guilt; 

therefore the inhabitants of the earth 
are scorched, 
and few men are left. 

7 The wine mourns, 

the vine languishes, 
all the merry-hearted sigh. 

8 The mirth of the timbrels is stilled, 

the noise of the jubilant has ceased, 
the mirth of the lyre is stilled. 

9 No more do they drink wine with 

singing; 

strong drink is bitter to those who 
drink it. 

10 The city of chaos is broken down, 

every house is shut up so that none 
can enter. 

11 There is an outcry in the streets for 

lack of wine; 

all joy has reached its eventide; 



Song of praise 619 ISAIAH 25 

the gladness of the earth is ban- and after many days they will be 


ished. 

12 Desolation is left in the city, 

the gates are battered into ruins. 

*3 For thus it shall be in the midst of the 
earth 

among the nations, 
as when an olive tree is beaten, 
as at the gleaning when the vintage 
is done. 

M They lift up their voices, they sing for 
joy; 

over the majesty of the Lord they 
shout from the west. 

Therefore in the east give glory to the 
Lord; 

in the coastlands of the sea, to the 
name of the Lord, the God of 
Israel. 

16 From the ends of the earth we hear 
songs of praise, 
of glory to the Righteous One. 

But I say, “I pine away, 

I pine away. Woe is me! 

For the treacherous deal treacher¬ 
ously, 

the treacherous deal very treach¬ 
erously.” 

* 7 Terror, and the pit, and the snare 
are upon you, O inhabitant of the 
earth! 

18 He who flees at the sound of the 
terror 

shall fall into the pit; 
and he who climbs out of the pit 
shall be caught in the snare. 

For the windows of heaven are 
opened, 

and the foundations of the earth 
tremble. 

W The earth is utterly broken, 
the earth is rent asunder, 
the earth is violently shaken. 

20 The earth staggers like a drunken 

man, 

it sways like a hut; 
its transgression lies heavy upon it, 
and it falls, and will not rise again. 

21 On that day the Lord will punish 

the host of heaven, in heaven, 
and the kings of the earth, on the 
earth, 

22 They will be gathered together 

as prisoners in a pit; 
they will be shut up in a prison, 


punished. 

23 Then the moon will be confounded, 
and the sun ashamed; 
for the Lord of hosts will reign 
on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
and before his elders he will manifest 
his glory, 

^ C O Lord, thou art my God; 

1 will exalt thee, I will praise thy 
name; 

for thou hast done wonderful things, 
plans formed of old, faithful and 
sure. 

2 For thou hast made the city a heap, 

the fortified city a ruin; 
the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
it will never be rebuilt. 

3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify 

thee; 

cities of ruthless nations will fear 
thee. 

4 For thou hast been a stronghold to 

the poor, 

a stronghold to the needy in his 
distress, 

a shelter from the storm and a 
shade from the heat; 
for the blasr of the ruthless is like a 
storm against a wall, 

5 like heat in a dry place. 

Thou dost subdue the noise of the 
aliens; 

as heat by the shade of a cloud, 
so the song of the ruthless is stilled. 

6 On this mountain the Lord of 
hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 
fat things, a feast of wine on the lees, 
of fat things full of marrow, of wine on 
the lees well refined. 7 And he will de¬ 
stroy on this mountain the covering that 
is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
spread over all nations. 8 He will swal ¬ 
low up death for ever, and the Lord 
God will wipe away tears from all faces, 
and the reproach of his people he will 
take away from all the earth; for the 
Lord has spoken. 

9 It will be said on that day, “Lo, 
this is our God; we have waited for 
him, that he might save us. This is the 
Lord; we have waited for him; let us be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

10 For the hand of the Lord will rest 
on this mountain, and Moab shall be 
trodden down in his place, as straw is 


85.8c 1 Cor 15.54; Rev 7.17; 21.4. 25.10-12; Is 15-16; Jet 48; Ezek 25.8-11; Amos 2.1-3; Zeph 2.8-11. 
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trodden down in a dung-pit. 7 8 9 * 11 And he 
will spread out his hands in the midst of 
it as a swimmer spreads his hands out 
to swim; but the Lord will lay low his 
pride together with the skill* of his 
hands. 12 And the high fortifications of 
his walls he will bring down, lay low s 
and cast to the ground, even to the dust. 

In that day this song will be 
sung in the land of Judah; 

“We have a strong city; 
he sets up salvation 
as walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open the gates, 

that the righteous nation which 
keeps faith 
may enter in. 

3 Thou dost keep him in perfect peace, 

whose mind is stayed on thee, 
because he trusts in thee. 

4 Trust in the Lord for ever* 

for the Lord God 
is an everlasting rock. 

5 For he has brought low 

the inhabitants of the height, 
the lofty city. 

He lays it low, lays it low to the 
ground, 

casts it to the dust. 

6 The foot tramples it, 

the feet of the poor, 
the steps of the needy." 

7 The way of the righteous is level; 

thou m dost make smooth the path 
of the righteous. 

8 In the path of thy judgments, 

O Lord, we wait for thee; 
thy memorial name 

is the desire of our soul. 

9 My soul yearns for thee in the 

night, 

my spirit within me earnestly seeks 
thee. 

For when thy judgments are in the 
earth, 

the inhabitants of the world learn 
righteousness. 

J0 If favour is shown to the wicked, 
he does not learn righteousness; 
in the land of uprightness he deals 
perversely 

and does not see the majesty of the 
Lord. 

11 O Lord, thy hand is lifted up, 
but they see it not. 

* The. meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain m Cn 

* Heb Uncertain 0 Cn Compare Syr Tg: Heb my body 


Let them see thy zeal for thy people, 
and be ashamed. 

Let the fire for thy adversaries con¬ 
sume them. 

12 O Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for 

us, 

thou hast wrought for us all our 
works. 

13 O Lord our God, 

other lords besides thee have ruled 
over us, 

but thy name alone we acknowl¬ 
edge. 

M They are dead, they will not live ; 
they are shades, they will not arise; 
to that end thou hast visited them 
with destruction 

and wiped out all remembrance of 
them. 

15 But thou hast increased the nation, 

O Lord, 

thou hast increased the nation; 

thou art glorified; 
thou hast enlarged all the borders 
of the land. 

16 O Lord, in distress they sought thee, 

they poured out a prayer” 
when thy chastening was upon 
them, 

* 7 Like a woman with child, 

who writhes and cries out in her 
pangs, 

when she is near her time, 
so were we because of thee, O Lord; 

18 we were with child, we writhed, 
we have as it were brought forth 

wind. 

We have wrought no deliverance in 
the earth, 

and the inhabitants of the world 
have not fallen. 

19 Thy dead shall live, their bodies® 

shall rise. 

O dwellers in the dust, awake and 
sing for joy! 

For thy dew is a dew of light, 
and on the land of the shades thou 
wilt let it fall. 

20 Come, my people, enter your cham¬ 

bers, 

and shut your doors behind you; 
hide yourselves for a little while 
until the wrath is past. 

21 For behold, the Lord is coming 

forth out of his place 
Compare Gk: Heb thou (that art) upright 
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to punish the inhabitants of the 
earth for their iniquity, 
and the earth will disclose the blood 
shed upon her, 

and will no more cover her slain. 

In that day the Lord with his 
hard and great and strong sword 
will punish Leviathan the fleeing 
serpent. Leviathan the twisting ser¬ 
pent, and he will slay the dragon that 
is in the sea. 

2 In that day; 

“A pleasant vineyard, sing of it I 

3 I, the Lord, am its keeper; 
every moment I water it. 

Lest any one harm it, 

I guard it night and day; 

4 I have no wrath. 

Would that I had thorns and briers 
to battle! 

I would set out against them, 

I would burn them up together. 

5 Or let them lay hold of my protec¬ 

tion, 

let them make peace with me, 
let them make peace with me.” 

$ In days to cornea Jacob shall take 
root, 

Israel shall blossom and put forth 
shoots, 

and fill the whole world with fruit. 

7 Has he smitten them as he smote 
those who smote them? 

Or have they been slain as their 
slayers were slain? 

6 Measure by measure/ by exile thou 

didst contend with them; 
he removed them with his fierce 
blast in the day of the east 
wind. 

9 Therefore by this the guilt of Jacob 

will be expiated, 

and this will be the full fruit of the 
removal of his sin: 
when he makes all the stones of the 
altars 

like chalkstones crushed to pieces, 
no Ashe'rim or incense altars will 
remain standing. 

10 For the fortified city is solitary, 

a habitation deserted and forsaken, 

like the wilderness; 

there the calf grazes. 
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there he lies down, and strips its 
branches. 

11 When its boughs are dry, they are 
broken; 

women come and make a fire of 
them. 

For this is a people without discern¬ 
ment; 

therefore he who made them will 
not have compassion on them, 
he that formed them will show 
them no favour. 

12 In that day from the river Eu¬ 
phrates to the Brook of Egypt the Lord 
will thresh out the grain, and you will 
be gathered one by one, O people of 
Israel. 7 * 9 10 * * 13 And in that day a great trumpet 
will be blown, and those who were lost 
in the land of Assyria and those who 
were driven out to the land of Egypt 
will come and worship the Lord on the 
holy mountain at Jerusalem. 

Woe to the proud crown of the 
drunkards of E'phraim, 
and to the fading flower of its 
glorious beauty, 

which is on the head of the rich 
valley of those overcome with 
wine! 

2 Behold, the Lord has one who is 

mighty and strong; 
like a storm of hail, a destroying 
tempest, 

like a storm of mighty, overflowing 
waters, 

he will cast down to the earth with 
violence. 

3 The proud crown of the drunkards of 

E'phraim 

will be trodden under foot; 

4 and the fading flower of its glorious 

beauty, 

which is on the head of the rich 
valley, 

will be like a first-ripe fig before the 
summer: 

when a man sees it, he eats it up 
as soon as it is in his hand. 

5 In that day the Lord of hosts will be 

a crown of glory, 

and a diadem of beauty, to the 
remnant of his people; 

6 and a spirit of justice to him who sits 

in judgment. 


®Hcb Those to come r Compare Syr Vg Tg: The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown 
27.13t Mt 24.31; 1 Cor 15.52; 1 Thess 4.16. 
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and strength to those who turn 
back the battle at the gate. 

7 These also reel with wine 

and stagger with strong drink; 
the priest and the prophet reel with 
strong drink, 

they are contused with wine, 
they stagger with strong drink; 
they err in vision, 

they stumble in giving judgment. 

8 For all tables are full of vomit, 

no place is without filthiness. 

9 “Whom will he teach knowledge, 

and to whom will he explain the 
message? 

Those who are weaned from the 
milk, 

those taken from the breast? 

10 For it is precept upon precept, pre¬ 
cept upon precept, 
line upon line, line upon line, 
here a little, there a little.” 

81 Nay, but by men of strange lips 
and with an alien tongue 
the Lord will speak to this people, 

12 to whom he has said, 

“This is rest; 

give rest to the weary; 
and this is repose”; 

yet they would not hear. 

13 Therefore the word of the Lord will 

be to them 

precept upon precept, precept 
upon precept, 

line upon line, line upon line, 
here a little, there a little; 
that they may go, and fall backward, 
and be broken, and snared, and 
taken. 

84 Therefore hear the word of the Lord, 
you scoffers, 

who rule this people in Jerusalem! 

15 Because you have said, “We have 

made a covenant with death, 
and with Sheol we have an agree¬ 
ment; 

when the overwhelming scourge 
passes through 
it will not come to us; 
for we have made lies our refuge, 
and in falsehood we have taken 
shelter”; 

16 therefore thus says the Lord God, 

28.11-12: 1 Cor 14.21. 28.12: Mt 11.29. 

28.16: Rom 9.33; 10.11; 1 Pet 2.4-6. 


“Behold, I am laying in Zion for a 
foundation 

a stone, a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, of a sure 
foundation: 

‘He who believes will not be in 
haste/ 

17 And I will make justice the line, 
and righteousness the plummet; 
and hail will sweep away the refuge 
of lies, 

and waters will overwhelm the 
shelter.” 

88 Then your covenant with death will 

be annulled, 

and your agreement with Sheol will 
not stand; 

when the overwhelming scourge 
passes through 

you will be. beaten down by it. 

89 As often as it passes through it will 

take you; 

for morning by morning it will pass 
through, 

by day and by night; 
and it will be sheer terror to under¬ 
stand the message. 

20 For the bed is too short to stretch 

oneself on it, 

and the covering too narrow to 
wrap oneself in it. 

21 For the Lord will rise up as on 

Mount Pera'zim, 

he will be wroth as in the valley of 
Gibeon; 

to do his deed—strange is his deed! 
and to work his work—alien is his 
work! 

22 Now therefore do not scoff, 

lest your bonds be made strong; 
for I have heard a decree of destruc¬ 
tion 

from the Lord God of hosts upon 
the whole land. 

23 Give ear, and hear my voice; 

hearken, and hear my speech. 

24 Does he who ploughs for sowing 

plough continually? 
does he continually open and har¬ 
row his ground? 

25 When he has levelled its surface, 

does he not scatter dill, sow 
cummin, 

and put in wheat in rows 

and barley in its proper place, 
and spelt as the border? 



Hypocrisy rebuked 623 ISAIAH 29 

26 For he is instructed aright; shall be like a dream, a vision of the 

his God teaches him. night. 

8 As when a hungry man dreams he is 


27 Dill is not threshed with a threshing 

sledge, 

nor is a cart wheel rolled over 
cummin; 

but dill is beaten out with a stick, 
and cummin with a rod. 

28 Does one crush bread grain? 

No, he does not thresh it for ever; 
when he drives his cart wheel over it 
with his horses, he does not crush 
it. 

29 This also comes from the Lord of 

hosts; 

he is wonderful in counsel, 
and excellent in wisdom. 

Ho Ariel, Ariel, 

the city where David encamped i 
Add year to year; 

let the feasts run their round. 

2 Yet I will distress Ariel, 

and there shall be moaning and 
lamentation, 

and she shall be to me like an 
Ariel. 

3 And I will encamp against you round 

about, 

and wili besiege you with towers 
and I will raise siegeworks against 
you. 

4 Then deep from the earth you shall 

speak, 

from low in the dust your words 
shall come; 

your voice shall come from the 
ground like the voice of a ghost, 
and your speech shall whisper out 
of the dust. 

5 But the multitude of your foes® shall 

be like small dust, 
and the multitude of the ruthless 
like passing chaff. 

And in an instant, suddenly, 

6 you will be visited by the Lord 

of hosts 

with thunder and with earthquake 
and great noise, 

with whirlwind and tempest, and 
the flame of a devouring fire. 

7 And the multitude of all the nations 

that fight against Ariel, 

all that fight against her and her 

stronghold and distress her, 

* Cn: Heb strangers 

29.13: Mt 15.8-9; Mk 7.6-7. 29.14: 1 Cor 1.19. 29.1 


eating 

and awakes with his hunger not 
satisfied, 

or as when a thirsty man dreams he 
is drinking 

and awakes taint, with his thirst not 
quenched, 

so shall the multitude of all the na¬ 
tions be 

that fight against Mount Zion. 

9 Stupefy yourselves and be in a stupor, 
blind yourselves and be blind I 
Be drunk, but not with wine; 
stagger, but not with strong drink! 
10 For the Lord has poured out upon 
you 

a spirit of deep sleep, 
and has closed your eyes, the proph¬ 
ets, 

and covered your heads, the seers. 
11 And the vision ox all this has be¬ 
come to you like the words of a book 
that is sealed. When men give it to one 
who can read, saying, “Read this,” he 
says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 5 6 7 * * * * 12 And 
when they give the book to one who 
cannot read, saying, “Read this,” he 
says, “I cannot read.” 

1* And the Lord said: 

“Because this people draw near with 
their mouth 

and honour me with their lips, 
while their hearts are far from me, 
and their fear of me is a command¬ 
ment of men learned by rote; 

14 therefore, behold, I will again 

do marvellous things with this 
people, 

wonderful and marvellous; 
and the wisdom of their wise men 
shall perish, 

and the discernment of their dis¬ 
cerning men shall be hid.” 

15 Woe to those who hide deep from 

the Lord their counsel, 
whose deeds are in the dark, 
and who say, “Who sees us? 

W T ho knows us?” 

16 You turn things upside down! 

Shall the potter be regarded as the 
clay; 

\i Is 45.9; Rom 9.20. 
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that the tiling made should say of its 
maker, 

“He did not make me”; 
or the thing formed say of him who 
formed it, 

“He has no understanding”? 

17 Is it not yet a very.lirtle while 

until Lebanon shall be turned into 
a fruitful field, 

and the fruitful field shall be re¬ 
garded as a forest? 

13 In that day the deaf shall hear 
the words of a book, 
and out of their gloom and darkness 
the eyes of the blind shall see. 

19 The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the 

Lord, 

and the poor among men shall 
exult in the Holy One of Israel. 

20 For the ruthless shall come to naught 

and the scoffer cease, 
and all who watch to do evil shall 
be cut off, 

21 who by a word make a man out to be 

an offender, 

and lay a snare for him who re¬ 
proves in the gate, 
and with an empty plea turn aside 
him who is in the right. 

22 Therefore thus says the Lord, 
who redeemed Abraham, concerning 
the house of Jacob: 

“Jacob shall no more be ashamed, 
no more shall his face grow 
pale. 

23 For when he sees his children, 

the work of my hands, in his midst, 
they will sanctify my name; 
they will sanctify the Holy One of 
Jacob, 

and will stand in awe of the God of 
Israel. 

24 And those who err in spirit will come 

to understanding, 
and those who murmur will accept 
instruction.” 


30 


“Woe to the rebellious children,” 
says the Lord, 

“who carry out a plan, but not 
mine; 


and who make a league, but not of my 
spirit, 

that they may add sin to sin; 

2 who set out to go down to Egypt, 


without asking for my counsel. 


29.18-19: Mt 11.5. 


to take refuge in the protection of 
Pharaoh, 

and to seek shelter in the shadow of 
Egypt! 

3 Therefore shall the protection of 

Pharaoh turn to your shame, 
and the shelter in the shadow of 
Egypt to your humiliation. 

4 For though his officials are at Zo'an 

and his envoys reach Ha'nes, 

5 every one comes to shame 

through a people that cannot profit 
them, 

that brings neither help nor profit, 
but shame and disgrace.” 

6 An oracle on the beasts of the Negeb. 
Through a land of trouble and 

anguish, 

from where come the lioness and 
the lion, 

the viper and the flying serpent, 
they carry their riches on the backs 
of asses, 

and their treasures on the humps of 
camels, 

to a people that cannot profit 
them. 

7 For Egypt’s help is worthless and 

empty, 

therefore I have called her 
“Rahab who sits still.” 

3 And now, go, write it before them on 
a tablet, 

and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come 
as a witness for ever. 

9 For they are a rebellious people, 
lying sons, 

sons who will not hear 
the instruction of the Lord; 

10 who say to the seers, “See not”; 

arid to the prophets, “Prophesy 
not to us what is right; 
speak to us smooth things, 
prophesy illusions, 

11 leave the way, turn aside from the 

path, 

let us hear no more of the Holy One 
of Israel.” 

12 Therefore thus says the Holy One 

of Israel, 

“Because you despise this word, 
and trust in oppression and per¬ 
verseness, 
and rely on them; 

13 therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
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like a break in a high wall, bulging 
out, and about to collapse, 
whose crash comes suddenly, in an- 
instant; 

354 and its breaking is like that of a 
potter’s vessel 

which is smashed so ruthlessly 
that among its fragments not a sherd 
is found 

with which to take fire from the 
hearth, 

or to dip up water out of the cis¬ 
tern.” 

iS For thus said the Lord God, the 
Holy One of Israel, 

“In returning and .rest you shall 
be saved; 

in quietness and in trust shall be 
your strength.” 

And you would not, 16 but you 
said, 

“No! We will speed upon horses,” 
therefore you shall speed away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds,” 
therefore your pursuers shall be 
swift. 

17 A thousand shall flee at the threat of 

one, 

at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 

like a flagstaff on the top of a 
mountain, 

like a signal on a hill. 

18 Therefore the Lord waits to be 

gracious to you; 

therefore he exalts himself to show 
mercy to you. 

For the Lord is a God of justice; 
blessed are all those who wait for 
him. 

19 Yea, O people in Zion who dwell 
at Jerusalem; you shall weep no more. 
He will surely be gracious to you at the 
sound of your cry; when he hears it, 
he will answer you. 20 And though the 
Lord give you the bread of adversity 
and the water of affliction, yet your 
Teacher will not hide himself any more, 
but your eyes shall see your Teacher. 
21 And your ears shall hear a word be¬ 
hind you, saying, “This is the way, 
walk in it,” when you turn to the right 
or when you turn to the left. 22 Then 
you will defile your silver-covered 
graven images and your gold-plated 
molten images. You will scatter them as 

* OxTopheth u OtMolech 
R.S.V.—X 


unclean things; you will say to them, 
“Begone!” 

23 And he will give rain for the seed 
with which you sow the ground, and 
grain, the produce of the ground, which 
will be rich and plenteous. In that day 
your cattle will graze in large pastures; 
24 and the oxen and the asses that till the 
ground will eat salted provender, which 
has been winnowed with shovel and 
fork. 25 And upon every lofty mountain 
and every high hill there wifi be brooks 
running with water, in the day of the 
great slaughter, when the towers fall. 
- 6 Moreover the light of the moon will 
be as the light of the sun, and the light 
of the sun will be sevenfold, as the light 
of seven days, in the day when the Lord 
binds up the hurt of his people, and 
heals the wounds inflicted by his 
blow. 

27 Behold, the name of the Lord comes 

from far, 

burning with his anger, and in 
thick rising smoke; 
hjs lips are full of indignation, 

and his tongue is like a devouring 
fire; 

28 his breath is like an overflowing 

stream 

that reaches up to the neck; 
to sift the nations with the sieve of 
destruction, 

and to place on the jaws of the 
peoples a bridle that leads astray. 

29 You shall have a song as in the 
night when a holy feast is kept; and 
gladness of heart, as when one sets out 
to the sound of the flute to go to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the Rock of 
Israel. 50 And the Lord will cause his 
majestic voice to be heard and the 
descending blow of his arm to be seen, 
in furious anger and a flame of devour¬ 
ing fire, with a cloudburst and tempest 
and hailstones. 81 The Assyrians will be 
terror-stricken at the voice of the Lord, 
when he smites with his rod. 32 And 
every stroke of the staff of punishment 
which the Lord lays upon them will be 
to the sound of timbrels and lyres; 
battling with brandished arm he will 
fight with them. 33 For a burning place 4 
has long been prepared; yea, for the 
king" it is made ready, its pyre made 
deep and wide, with fire and wood in 
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abundance; the breath of the Lord, 
like a stream of brimstone, kindles 
it. 


Woe to those who go down to 
J1 Egypt for help 
and rely on horses, 
who trust in chariots because they 
are many 

and in horsemen because they are 
very strong, 

but do not look to the Holy One of 
Israel 

or consult the Lord ! 

2 And yet he is wise and brings dis¬ 

aster, 

he does not call back his words, 
but will arise against the house of the 
evildoers, 

and against the helpers of those 
who work iniquity. 

3 The Egyptians are men, and not 

God; 

and their horses are flesh, and not 
spirit. 

When the Lord stretches out his 
hand, 

the helper will stumble, and he 
who is helped will fall, 
and they will all perish together. 


4 For thus the Lord said to me, 

As a lion or a young lion growls over 
his prey, 

and when a band of shepherds is 
called forth against him 
is not terrified by their shouting 
or daunted at their noise, 
so the Lord of hosts will come down 
to fight upon Mount Zion and 
upon its hill. 

5 Like birds hovering, so the Lord of 

hosts 

will protect Jerusalem; 
he will protect and deliver it, 
he will spare and rescue it. 


6 Turn to him from whom you® have 
deeply revolted, O people of Israel. 
7 For in that day every one shall cast 
away his idols of silver and his idols of 
gold, which your hands have sinfully 
made for you. 

# “And the Assyrian shall fall by a 
sword, not of man; 
and a sword, not of man, shall de¬ 
vour him; 

and he shall flee from the sword, 

• Heb they 


and his young men shall be put to 
forced labour. 

v His rock shall pass away in terror, 
and his officers desert the standard 
in panic,” 

says the Lord, whose fire is in Zion, 
and whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 


'J'J Behold, a king will reign in 
righteousness, 

and princes will rule in justice. 

2 Each will be like a hiding place from 

the wind, 

a covert from the tempest, 
like streams of water in a dry place, 
like the shade of a great rock in a 
weary land. 

3 Then the eyes of those who see will 

not be closed, 

and the ears of those who hear will 
hearken. 

4 The mind of the rash will have good 

judgment, 

and the tongue of the stammerers 
will speak readily and distinctly. 

5 The fool will no more be called noble, 

nor the knave said to be honourable. 

6 For the fool speaks folly, 

and his mind plots iniquity: 
to practise ungodliness, 

to utter error concerning the Lord, 
to leave the craving of the hungry 
unsatisfied, 

and to deprive the thirsty of drink. 

7 The knaveries of the knave are evil; 

he devises wicked devices 
to ruin the poor with lying words, 
even when the plea of the needy is 
right. 

8 But he who is noble devises noble 

things, 

and by noble things he stands. 


9 Rise up, you women who are at ease, 

hear my voice; 

you complacent daughters, give 
ear to my speech. 

10 In little more than a year 

you will shudder, you complacent 
women; 

for the vintage will fail, 

the fruit harvest will not come. 

11 Tremble, you women who are at ease, 

shudder, you complacent ones; 
strip, and make yourselves bare, 
and gird sackcloth upon your loins. 

12 Beat upon your breasts for the 

pleasant fields. 
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for the fruitful vine, 

33 for the soil of my people 

growing up in thorns and briers; 
yea, for all the joyous houses 
in the joyful city. 

M For the palace will be forsaken, 
the populous city deserted; 
the hill and the watchtower 
will become dens for ever, 
a joy of wild asses, 
a pasture of flocks; 

35 until the Spirit is poured upon us 
from on high, 

and the wilderness becomes a 
fruitful field, 

and the fruitful field is deemed a 
forest. 

Then justice will dwell in the wilder¬ 
ness, 

and righteousness abide in the 
fruitful field. 

3? And the effect of righteousness will 
be peace, 

and the result of righteousness, 
quietness and trust for ever. 

38 My people will abide in a peaceful 
habitation, 

in secure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places. 

S9 And the forest will utterly go down, 40 
and the city will be utterly laid low. 

20 Happy are you who sow beside all 
waters, 

who let the feet of the ox and the 
ass range free. 

'2‘2 Woe to you, destroyer, 

33 who yourself have not been de¬ 
stroyed; 

you treacherous one, 

with whom none has dealt treach¬ 
erously ! 

When you have ceased to destroy, 
you will be destroyed; 
and when you have made an end of 
dealing treacherously, 
you will be dealt with treacher¬ 
ously. 

2 O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait 

for thee. 

Be our arm every morning, 
our salvation in the time of trouble. 

3 At the thunderous noise peoples flee, 

at the lifting up of thyself nations 
are scattered; 

w Cn: Heb And it will hail when the forest comes daunt 

V The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 

* One ancient Ms: Heb cities 


4 and spoil is gathered as the cater¬ 

pillar gathers; 

as locusts leap, men leap upon it. 

5 The Lord is exalted, for he dwells on 

high; 

he will fill Zion with justice and 
righteousness; 

6 and he will be the stability of your 

times, 

abundance of salvation, wisdom, 
and knowledge; 

the fear of the Lord is his treasure. 

7 Behold, the valiant ones" cry without; 

the envoys of peace weep bitterly. 

8 The highways lie waste, 

the wayfaring man ceases. 
Covenants are broken, 
witnesses* are despised, 
there is no regard for man. 

9 The land mourns and languishes; 

Lebanon is confounded and withers 
away; 

Sharon is like a desert; 

and Bashan and Carmel shake off 
their leaves. 

10 “Now I will arise,” says the Lord, 

“now I will lift myself up; 
now I will be exalted. 

11 You conceive chaff, you bring forth 

stubble; 

your breath is a fire that will con¬ 
sume you. 

12 And the peoples will be as if burned 

to lime, 

like thorns cut down, that are 
burned in the fire.” 

18 Hear, you who are far off, what I have 
done; 

and you who are near, acknowledge 
my might. 

14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; 

trembling has seized the godless: 
“Who among us can dwell with the 
devouring fire? 

Who among us can dwell with 
everlasting burnings?” 

15 He who walks righteously and speaks 

uprightly, 

who despises the gain of oppres¬ 
sions, 

who shakes his hands, lest they hold 
a bribe. 
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who stops his ears from hearing of 
bloodshed 

and shuts his eyes from looking 
upon evil, 

M he will dwell on the heights; 

his place of defence will be the 
fortresses of rocks; 
his bread will be given him, his 
water will be sure. 

17 Your eyes will see the king in his 

beauty; 

they will behold a land that 
stretches afar. 

18 Your mind will muse on the terror: 

“Where is he who counted, 
where is he who weighed the 
tribute? 

Where is he who counted the 
towers?” 

19 You will see no more the insolent 

people, 

the people of an obscure speech 
which you cannot comprehend, 
stammering in a tongue which you 
cannot understand. 

20 Look upon Zion, the city of our ap¬ 

pointed feasts! 

Your eyes will see Jerusalem, 
a quiet habitation, an immovable 
tent, 

whose stakes will never be plucked 
up, 

nor will any of its cords be broken. 

21 But there the Lord in majesty will be 

for us 

a place of broad rivers and streams, 
where no galley with oars can go, 
nor stately ship can pass. 

22 For the Lord is our judge, the Lord 

is our ruler, 

the Lord is our king; he will save 
us. 

23 Your tackle hangs loose; 

it cannot hold the mast firm in its 
place, 

or keep the sail spread out. 

Then prey and spoil in abundance 
will be divided; 

even the lame will take the prey. 

24 And no inhabitant will say, “I am 

sick”; 

the people who dwell there will 
be forgiven their iniquity. 


2 A Draw near, O nations, to hear, 

3 ■ and hearken, O peoples! 

Let the earth listen, and all that fills 
it; 

the world, and all that comes from 
it. 

2 For the Lord is enraged against all 

the nations, 

and furious against all their host, 
he has doomed them, has given 
them over for slaughter. 

3 Their slain shall be cast out, 

and the stench of their corpses 
shall rise; 

the mountains shall flow with their 
blood. 

4 All the host of heaven shall rot away, 

and the skies roll up like a scroll. 
All their host shall fall, 

as leaves fall from the vine, 
like leaves falling from the fig tree. 


5 For my sword has drunk its fill in the 

heavens; 

behold, it descends for judgment 
upon Edom, 

upon tiie people I have doomed. 

6 The Lord has a sword; it is sated 

with blood, 
it is gorged with fat, 
with the blood of lambs and goats, 
with the fat of the kidneys of rams. 
For the Lord has a sacrifice in Boz- 
rah, 

a great slaughter in the land of 
Edom. 

7 Wild oxen shall fall with them, 

and young steers with the mighty 
bulls. 

Their land shall be soaked with 
blood, 

and their soil made rich with fat. 


8 For the Lord has a day of vengeance, 

a year of recompense for the cause 
of Zion. 

9 And the streams of Edom° shall be 

turned into pitch, 
and her soil into brimstone; 
her land shall become burning 
pitch. 

10 Night and day it shall not be 

quenched; 

its smoke shall go up for ever. 
From generation to generation it shall 
lie waste; 


a Heb her streams 

34 : Is 63.1-6; Jer 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Amos 1.11-12; Obad; Mai 1.2-5. UM Rev 6.13-14, 
34 . 9 - 10: Rev 19.3. 
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none shall pass through it for ever 
and ever. 

U But the hawk and the porcupine shall 
possess it, 

the owl and the raven shall dwell 
in it. 

He shall stretch the line of confusion 
over it, 

and the plummet of chaos over 6 
its nobles. 

12 They shall name it No Kingdom 

There, 

and all its princes shall -be nothing. 

13 Thorns shall grow over its strong¬ 

holds, 

nettles and thistles in its fortresses. 

It shall be the haunt of jackals, 
an abode for ostriches. 

M And wild beasts shall meet with 
hyenas, 

the satyr shall cry to his fellow; 

yea, there shall the night hag alight, 
and find for herself a resting place. 

*5 There shall the owl nest and lay 

and hatch and gather her young 
in her shadow; 

yea, there shall the kites be gathered, 
each one with her mate. 

26 Seek and read from the book of the 
Lord: 

Not one of these shall be missing; 
none shall be without her mate. 

For the mouth of the Lord has 
commanded, 

and his Spirit has gathered them. 

*7 He has cast the lot for them, 

his hand has portioned it out to 
them with the line; 

they shall possess it for ever, 
from generation to generation they 
shall dwell in it. 

<3 r The wilderness and the dry 

OO land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blos¬ 
som; 

like the crocus 2 it shall blossom 
abundantly, 

and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given 
to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God. 
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3 Strengthen the weak hands, 

and make firm the feeble knees. 

4 Say to those who are of a fearful 

heart, 

“Be strong, fear not! 

Behold, your God 

w'ill come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 

He will come and save you.” 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be 

opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

6 then shall the lame man leap like a 

hart, 

and the tongue of the dumb sing 
for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 

7 the burning sand shall become a 

pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of 
water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp, c 

the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. 

8 And a highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy 
Way; 

the unclean shall not pass over it,** 
and fools shall not err therein. 

9 No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come 
up on it; 

they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, 

and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 

In the fourteenth year of King 
Hezeki'ah, Sennacherib king of 
Assyria came up against all the fortified 
cities of Judah and took them. 2 And the 
king of Assyria sent the Rab'shakeh 
from Lachish to King Hezeki'ah at 
Jerusalem, with a great army. And he 
stood by the conduit of the upper pool 


6 Heb lacks over e Cn: Heb in the haunt of jackals is her resting place 
a Heb it and he is for them a wayfarer 

35.3: Heb 12.12. 35.5-8: Mt 11.5; Lk 7.22. 36.1-38.8, 21-22: 2 Kings 18.13-20.11; 2 Chron 32.1-24. 
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on the highway to the Fuller’s Field. 
3And there came out to him Eli'alum the 
son of Hilki'ah, who was over the house¬ 
hold, and Shebna the secretary, and 
Jo'ah the son of Asaph, the recorder. 

4 And the Rab'shakeh said to them, 
“Say to Hezeki'ah, ‘Thus says the great 
king, the king of Assyria: On what do 
you rest this confidence of yours? 5 Do 
you think that mere words are strategy 
and power for war? On whom do you 
now rely, that you have rebelled against 
me? 6 Behold, you are relying on Egypt, 
that broken reed of a staff, which will 
pierce the hand of any man who leans 
on it. Such is Pharaoh king of Egypt to 
all who rely on him. 7 But if you say to 
me, “We rely on the Lord our God,” is 
it not he whose high places and altars 
Hezeki'ah has removed, saying to Judah 
and to Jerusalem, “You shall worship 
before this altar”? 8 Come now, make a 
wager with my master the king of 
Assyria: I will give you two thousand 
horses, if you are able on your pait to 
set riders upon them. 9 How then can 
you repulse a single captain among the 
least of my master’s servants, when you 
rely on Egypt for chariots and for horse¬ 
men? 10 Moreover, is it without the 
Lord that I have come up against this 
land to destroy it? The Lord said to me, 
Go up against this land, and destroy 
it/ ” 

11 Then Eli'akim, Shebna, and Jo'ah 
said to the Rab'shakeh, “Pray, speak to 
your servants in Aramaic, for we under¬ 
stand it; do not speak to us in the 
language of Judah within the hearing of 
the people who are on the wall.” 12 But 
the Rab'shakeh said, “Has my master 
sent me to speak these words to your 
master and to you, and not to the men 
sitting on the wall, who are doomed 
with you to eat their own dung and 
drink their own urine?” 

13 Then the Rab'shakeh stood and 
called out in a loud voice in the language 
of Judah: “Hear the words of the great 
king, the king of Assyria! 14 Thus says 
the king: ‘Do not let Hezeki'ah deceive 
you, for he will not be able to deliver 
you. 15 Do not let Hezeki'ah make you 
rely on the Lord by saying, “The Lord 
will surely deliver us; this city will not 
be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria.” 16 Do not listen to Hezeki'ah; 
for thus says the king of Assyria: Make 
your peace with me and come out to me; 


then every one of you will eat of his 
own vine, and every one of his own fig 
tree, and every one of you will drink the 
water of his own cistern ; 17 until I come 
and take you away to a land like your 
own land, a land of grain and wine, a 
land of bread and vineyards. 18 Beware 
lest Hezeki'ah mislead you by saying, 
“The Lord will deliver us.” Has any of 
the gods of the nations delivered his 
land out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria? 19 Where are the gods of 
Hamath and Arpad? Where are the 
gods of Sepharva'im? Have they de¬ 
livered Samar'ia out of my hand? 
20 Who among all the gods of these 
countries have delivered their countries 
out of my hand, that the Lord should 
deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?* ” 

21 But they were silent and answered 
him not a word, for the king’s command 
was, “Do not answer him.” 22 Then 
Eli'akim the son of Hilki'ah, who was 
over the household, and Shebna the 
secretary, and Jo'ah the son of Asaph, 
the recorder, came to Hezeki'ah with 
their clothes rent, and told him the 
words of the Rab'shakeh. 

When King Hezeki'ah heard it, 
D / he rent his clothes, and covered 
himself with sackcloth, and went into 
the house of the Lord. 2 And he sent 
Eli'akim, who was over the household, 
and Shebna the secretary, and the 
senior priests, clothed with sackcloth, 
to the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz. 
3 They said to him, “Thus says Hezeki'¬ 
ah, ‘This day is a day of distress, of 
rebuke, and of disgrace; children have 
come to the birth, and there is no 
strength to bring them forth. 4 It may 
be that the Lord your God heard the 
words of the Rab'shakeh, whom his 
master the king of Assyria has sent to 
mock the living God, and will rebuke 
the words which the Lord your God has 
heard; therefore lift up your prayer for 
the remnant that is left.* ” 

5 When the servants of King Hezeki'¬ 
ah came to Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said to them, 
“Say to your master, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: Do not be afraid because of the 
words that you have heard, with which 
the servants of the king of Assyria have 
reviled me. 7 Behold, I will put a spirit 
in him, so that he shall hear a rumour, 
and return to his own land; and I will 
make him fall by the sword in his own 
land/ ” 
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8 The Rab'shakeh returned, and 
found the king of Assyria fighting 
against Libnah; for he had heard that 
the king had left I,achish. 9 Now the 
king heard concerning Tirha kah king of 
Ethiopia, “He has set out to fight 
against you.” And when he heard it, he 
sent messengers to Hezeki ah, saying, 

“Thus shall you speak to Elezeki'ah 
king of Judah: 'Do not let your God on 
whom you rely deceive you by promis¬ 
ing that Jerusalem will not be given into 
the hand of the king of Assyria. A1 Be¬ 
hold, you have heard what the kings of 
Assyria have done to all lands, destroy¬ 
ing them utterly. And shall you be de¬ 
livered? 12 Have the gods of the nations 
delivered them, the nations which my 
fathers destroyed, Gozan, Haran, Re- 
zeph, and the people of Eden who were 
in Telas'sar? 13 Where is the king 
of Hamath^ the king of Arpad, die 
king of the city of Sepharva'im, 
the king of Elena, or the king of Iv- 
vah?* ” 

14 Hezeki'ah received the letter from 
the hand of the messengers, and read 
it; and Hezeki'ah went up to the house 
of the LORD, and spread it before the 
Lord. 15 And Hezeki'ah prayed to the 
Lord: 16 “O Lord of hosts, God of 
Israel, who art enthroned above the 
cherubim, thou art the God, thou alone, 
of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou 
hast made heaven and earth. 17 Incline 
thy car, O Lord, and hear; open thy 
eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear all the 
words of Sennach'erib, which he has 
sent to mock the living God. 18 Of a 
truth, O Lord, the kings of Assyria 
have laid waste all the nations and their 
lands, 19 and have cast their gods into 
die fire: for they were no gods, but the 
work of men's hands, wood and stone; 
therefore they were destroyed. 20 So 
now, O Lord our God, save us from his 
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth 
may know that thou alone art the 
Lord.” 

21 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent 
to Hezeki'ah, saying, “Thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel: Because you 
have prayed to me concerning Sen¬ 
nach'erib king of Assyria, 22 this is the 
word that the Lord has spoken con¬ 
cerning him: 

‘She despises you, she scorns you— 
the virgin daughter of Zion; 

•With 2 Kings 19.26: Hcb field 
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she wags her head behind you— 
the daughter of Jerusalem. 

23 ‘Whom have you mocked and reviled? 
Against whom have you raised 
your voice 

and haughtily lifted your eyes? 
Against the Holy One of Israel! 

34 By your servants you have mocked 
the Lord, 

and you have said. With my many 
chariots 

S have gone up the heights of the 
mountains, 

to the far recesses of Lebanon; 

I felled its tallest cedars, 
its choicest cypresses; 

I came to its remotest height, 
its densest forest. 

25 I dug wells 

and drank waters, 

and I dried up with the sole of my 
foot 

all the streams of Egypt. 

26 ‘Have you not heard 

that I determined it long ago? 

I planned from days of old 
what now I bring to pass, 
that you should make fortified cities 
crash into heaps of ruins, 

27 while their inhabitants, shorn of 

strength, 

are dismayed and confounded, 
and have become like plants of the 
field 

and like tender grass, 
like grass on the housetops, 
blighted* before it is grown. 

28 ‘I know your sitting down 

and your going out and coming in, 
and your raging against me. 

29 Because you have raged against me 

and your arrogance has come to 
my ears, 

I will put my hook in your nose 
and my bit in your mouth, 
and I will mm you back on the way 
by which you came.’ 

30 “And this shall be the sign for 
you: this year eat what grows of itself, 
and in the second year what springs of 
the same; then in the third year sow and 
reap, and plant vineyards, and eat their 
fruit. 3i And the surviving remnant of 
the house of Judah shall again take root 
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downward, and bear fruit upward; 32 for 
out of Jerusalem shall go forth a rem¬ 
nant, and out of Mount Zion a band of 
survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will accomplish this. 

33 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
concerning the king of Assyria: He shall 
not come into this city, or shoot an 
arrow there, or come before it with a 
shield, or cast up a siege mound against 
it. 34 By the way that he came, by the 
same he shall return, and he shall not 
come into this city, says the Lord. 
35 For I will defend this city to save it, 
for my own sake and for the sake of my 
servant David.” 

36 And the angel of the Lord went 
forth, and slew' a hundred and eighty- 
five thousand in the camp of the As¬ 
syrians; and when men arose early in 
the morning, behold, these were all 
dead bodies. 37 Then Sennach'erib king 
of Assyria departed, and went home and 
dwelt at Nin'eveh. 38 And as he was 
worshipping in the house of Nisroch his 
god, Adram'melech and Share'zer, his 
sons, slew him with the sword, and 
escaped into the land of Ararat. And E- 
sar-had'don his son reigned in his stead. 
In there days Hezeki'ah became 
30 sick and was at the point of death. 
And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz 
came to him, and said to him, “Thus 
says the Lord : Set your house in order; 
for you shall die, you shall not recover.” 
2 Then Hezeki'ah turned his face to the 
wall, and prayed to the Lord, 3 and 
said, “Remember now, O Lord, I be¬ 
seech thee, how I have walked before 
thee in faithfulness and with a whole 
heart, and have done what is good in thy 
sight.” And Hezeki'ah wept bitterly. 
4 Then the word of the Lord came to 
Isaiah: 5 “Go and say to Hezeki'ah, 
Thus says the Lord, the God of David 
your father: I have heard your prayer, 
I have seen your tears; behold, I will 
add fifteen years to your life. 6 I will 
deliver you and this city out of the hand 
of the king of Assyria, and defend this 
city. 

7 “This is the sign to you from the 
Lord, that the Lord will do this thing 
that he has promised: 8 Behold, I will 
make the shadow cast by the declining 

/The Hebrew of this verse is obscure 0 Heb 
' Cn Compare Syr: Heb I will walk slowly all my years 
1 Cn Compare Gk Vg: Heb loved 


sun on the dial of Ahaz turn back ten 
steps.” So the sun turned back on the 
dial the ten steps by which it had de¬ 
clined/ 

9 A writing of Hezeki'ah king of 
Judah, after he had been sick and had 
recovered from his sickness: 

10 I said, In the noontide of my days 
I must depart; 

1 ain consigned to the gates of Sheol 
for the rest of my years. 

H I said, I shall not see the Lord 
in the land of the living; 

I shall look upon man no more 
among the inhabitants of the worldo 

12 My dwelling is plucked up and re¬ 

moved from me 
like a shepherd’s tent; 
like a weaver I have rolled up my life; 

he cuts me off from the loom; 
from day to night thou dost bring 
me to an end;** 

13 I cry for help* until morning; 
like a lion he breaks all my bones ; 

from day to night thou dost bring 
me to an end.0 

14 Like a swallow or a crane 1 I clamour, 

I moan like a dove. 

My eyes are weary with looking up¬ 
ward. 

O Lord, I am oppressed; be thou 
my security! 

15 But what can I say? For he has spoken 

to me, 

and he himself has done it. 

All my sleep has fled 7 

because of the bitterness of my 
soul. 

16 O Lord, by these things men live, 

and in all these is the life of my 
spirit.* 

Oh, restore me to health and make 
me live! 

17 Lo, it was for my welfare 

that I had great bitterness; 
but thou hast held back* my life 
from the pit of destruction, 
for thou hast cast all my sins 
behind thy back. 

18 For Sheol cannot thank thee, 

death cannot praise thee; 
those who go down to the pit cannot 
hope 

* Cn: Heb obscure * Heb uncertain 
* Heb uncertain 
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for thy faithfulness. Comfort, comfort my people* 

19 The living, the living, he thanks thee, says your God. 

as I do this day; 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

the father makes known to the chil- and cry to her 

dren that her warfare” is ended, 

thy faithfulness. that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the 

20 The Lord will save me. Lord’s hand 

and we will sing to stringed instru- double for all her sins, 
ments™ 

all the days of our life, 3 A voice cries: 

at the house of the Lord. “In the wilderness prepare the way 

of the LORD, 

21 Now Isaiah had said, “Let them make straight in the desert a high- 
take a cake of figs, and apply it to the v/ay for our God. 

boil, that he may recover.” 22 Hezeki'ah 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 
also had said, “What is the sign that I and every mountain and hill be 

shall go up to the house of the Lord?” made low; 

At that time Mcro'dach-bal'- the uneven ground shall become level, 
adan the son of BaTadan* king of and die rough places a plain. 
Babylon, sent envoys with letters and a 5 And the glory of the Lord shall be 
present to Hezeki'ah, for he heard that revealed, 

he had been sick and had recovered. and all flesh shall see it together, 

2 And Hezeki'ah welcomed them; and he for the mouth of the Lord has 

showed them his treasure house, the sil- spoken.” 

ver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, 

his whole armoury, all that was found A voice says, “Cry!” 

.in his storehouses. There was nothing And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

in his house or in all his realm that AH flesh is grass, 

Hezeki'ah did not show them. 3 Then and all its beauty is like the flower 

Isaiah the prophet came to King Hez- of the field, 

cki'ah, and said to him, “What did these 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
.men say? And whence did they come to when the breath of the Lord 

you?” Hezeki'ah said, “They have blows upon it; 4 

come to me from a far country, from surely the people is grass. 

Babylon.” 4 He said, “What have they 8 The grass withers, the flower fadrs; 
seen in your house?” Hezeki'ah an- but the word of our God will stand 

swered, “They have seen all that is in for ever, 

my house; there is nothing in my store¬ 
houses that I did not show them.” 9 Get you up to a high mountain, 

5 Then Isaiah said to Hezeki'ah, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 0 
“Hear the word of the Lord of hosts: lift up your voice with strength, 

6 Behold, the days are coming, when all O Jerusalem, herald of good tid- 

that is in your house, and that which ings,P 

your fathers have stored up till this lift it up, fear not; 

day, shall be carried to Babylon; noth- say to the cities of Judah, 

ing shall be left, says the Lord. 7 And “Behold your God!” 

some of your own sons, who are bom to 10 Behold, the Lord God comes with 

you, shall be taken away; and they might, 

shall be eunuchs in the palace of the and his arm rules for him; 

king of Babylon.” 8 Then said Hezeki - behold, his reward is with him, 

ah to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord and his recompense before him. 

which you have spoken is good.” For 11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd, 

he thought, “There will be peace and he will gather the lambs in his 

security in my days.” arms, 

m Heb my stringed instruments n Or time of service 0 Or O herald of good tidings to Zion 
r Or O herald of good tidings to Jerusalem 

36.1-8: & Kings 20.12-19; 2 Chxon 32.31. 40.3: Mt 3.3; Mfc 1.3; Lk 3.4; Jn 1.23. 40.4-5: Lk 3.5-6. 

40.6-8: 1 Pet 1.24-25. 40.9: Is 52.7; Nah 1.15; Acts 10.36; Rom 10.15. 40.10: Rev 22.7, 12. 
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he will carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with 
young. 

12 Who has measured the waters in the 

hollow of his hand 
and marked off the heavens with a 
span, 

enclosed the dust of the earth in a 
measure 

and weighed the mountains in 
scales 

and the hills in a balance? 

13 Who has directed the Spirit of the 

Lord, 

or as his counsellor has instructed 
him? 

14 Whom did he consult for his en¬ 

lightenment, 

and who taught him the path of 
justice, 

and taught him knowledge, 

and showed him the way of under¬ 
standing? 

15 Behold, the nations are like a drop 

from a bucket, 

and are accounted as the dust on 
the scales; 

behold, he takes up the isles like 
fine dust. 

16 Lebanon would not suffice for 

fuel, 

nor are its beasts enough for a 
burnt offering. 

17 All the nations are as nothing before 

him, 

they are accounted by him as less 
than nothing and emptiness. 

18 To whom then will you liken God, 

or what likeness compare with 
him? 

1 9 The idol! a workman casts it, 

and a goldsmith overlays it with 
gold, 

and casts for if silver chains. 

20 He who is impoverished« chooses for 

an offering 

wood that will not rot; 
he seeks out a skilful craftsman 
to set up an image that will not 
move. 

21 Have you not known? Have you not 

heard? 

Has it not been told you from the 
beginning? 

® Heb uncertain 

40.13x Rom 11.34; 1 Cor 2.16. 


The Lord’s comforting words 
Have you not understood from the 
foundations of the earth? 

22 It is he who sits above the circle of 

the earth, 

and its inhabitants are like grass¬ 
hoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a 
curtain, 

and spreads them like a tent to 
dwell in; 

23 who brings princes to naught, 

and makes the rulers of the earth 
as nothing. 

24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely 

sown, 

scarcely has their stem taken roof 
in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they 
wither, 

and the tempest carries them off 
like stubble. 

25 To whom then will you compare 

me, 

that I should be like him? 
says the Holy One. 

26 Lift up your eyes on high and sees 

who created these? 

He who brings out their host by 
number, 

calling them all by name; 
by the greatness of his might, 
and because he is strong in power 
not one is missing. 

27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 

and speak, O Israel, 

“My way is hid from the Lord, 
and my right is disregarded by my 
God”? 

28 Have you not known? Have you not 

heard? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary, 
his understanding is unsearchable. 

29 He gives power to the faint, 

and to him who has no might he 
increases strength. 

30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, 

and young men shall fall ex¬ 
hausted ; 

31 but they who wait for the Lord shall 

renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings 
like eagles. 
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they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint. 

Listen to me in silence, O coast- 
fr JL lands; 

let the peoples renew their 
strength; 

let them approach, then let them 
speak; 

let us together draw near for judg¬ 
ment. 


2 Who stirred up one from the east 

whom victory meets at every step? 
He gives up nations before him, 
so that he tramples kings under 
foot; 

he makes them like dust with his 
sword, 

like driven stubble with his bow. 

3 He pursues them and passes on 

safely, 

by paths his feet have not trod. 

4 Who has performed and done this, 

calling the generations from the be¬ 
ginning? 

I, the Lord, the first, 

and with the last; I am He. 

5 The coastlands have seen and are 

afraid, 

the ends of the earth tremble; 
they have drawn near and come. 

6 Every one helps his neighbour, 

and says to his brother, “Take 
courage!” 

7 The craftsman encourages the gold¬ 

smith, 

and he who smooths with the 
hammer him who strikes the 
anvil, 

saying of the soldering, “It is good”; 
and they fasten it with nails so that 
it cannot be moved. 


I will strengthen you, I will help you, 
I will uphold you with my vic¬ 
torious right hand. 

!I Behold, all who are incensed against 
you 

shall be put to shame and con¬ 
founded ; 

those who strive against you 

shall be as nothing and shall perish. 

12 You shall seek those who contend 

with you, 

but you shall not find them; 
those who war against you 
shall be as nothing at all. 

13 For I, the Lord your God, 

hold your right hand; 
it is I who say to you, “Fear not* 

I will help you.” 

14 Fear not, you worm Jacob, 

you men of Israel! 

I will help you, says the Lord; 
your Redeemer is the Holy One 
of Israel. 

15 Behold, I will make of you a threshing 

sledge, 

new, sharp, and having teeth; 
you shall thresh the mountains and 
crush them, 

and you shall make the hills like 
chaff; 

16 you shall winnow them and the wind 

shall carry them away, 
and the tempest shall scatter them. 
And you shall rejoice in the Lord; 
in the Holy One of Israel you shall 
glory. 

17 When the poor and needy seek water, 

and there is none, 
and their tongue is parched with 
thirst, 

I the Lord will answer them. 


I the God of Israel will not forsake 

8 But you, Israel, my servant, them. 

Jacob, whom I have chosen, 18 I will open rivers on the bare heights, 

the offspring of Abraham, my and fountains in the midst of the 

friend; valleys; 

9 you whom I took from the ends of the I will make the wilderness a pool of 

earth, water, 

and called from its farthest corners, and the dry land springs of water, 

saying to you, “You are my servant, 19 I will put in the wilderness the cedar, 
I have chosen you and not cast you the acacia, the myrtle, and the 
off”; olive; 

10 fear not, for I am with you, I will set in the desert the cypress, 

be not dismayed, for I am your the plane and the pine together; 
God; 20 that men may see and know, 

41.8: Jas 2.23. 41.8-9: Lk 1.54; Hcb 2.16. 41.10: Acts 18.10. 
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The Lord’s servant 


may consider and understand to¬ 
gether, 

that the hand of the Lord has done 
this, 

the Holy One of Israel has created 
it. 


21 Set forth your case, says the Lord; 

bring your proofs, says the King of 
Jacob. 

22 Let them bring them, and tell us 

what is to happen. 

Tell us the former things, what they 
are, 

that we may consider them, 
that we may know their outcome; 
or declare to us the things to come. 

23 Tell us what is to come hereafter, 

that we may know that you are 
gods; 

do good, or do harm, 

that we may be dismayed and 
terrified. 

24 Behold, you are nothing, 

and your work is naught; 
an abomination is he who chooses 
you. 

25 I stirred up one from the north, and 

he has come, 

from the rising of the sun, and he 
shall call on my name; 
he shall trample r on rulers as on 
mortar, 

as the potter treads clay. 

26 Who declared it from the beginning, 

that we might know, 
and beforetime, that we might say, 
“He is right”? 

There was none who declared it, 
none who proclaimed, 
none who heard your words. 

27 1 first have declared it to Zion,* 

and I give to Jerusalem a herald of 
good tidings. 

28 But when I look there is no one; 

among these there is no counsellor 
who, when I ask, gives an answer. 

29 Behold, they are all a delusion; 

their works are nothing; 
their molten images are empty 
wind. 
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Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold. 


my chosen, in whom my soul de¬ 
lights ; 

I have put my Spirit upon him, 
he will bring forth justice to the 
nations. 

2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

or make it heard in the street; 

3 a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will 
not quench; 

he will faithfully bring forth jus¬ 
tice. 

4 He will not fail 4 or be discouraged^ 

till he has established justice in the 
eanh; 

and the coastlands wait for his law. 

5 Thus says God, the Lord, 

who created the heavens and 
stretched them out, 
who spread forth the earth and 
what comes from it, 

who gives breath to the people upon 
it 

and spirit to those who walk in it: 

6 “I am the Lord, I have called you in 

righteousness, 

I have taken you by the hand and 
kept you; 

I have given you as a covenant to the 
people, 

a light to the nations, 

7 to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, 

from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 

8 I am the Lord, that is my name; 

my glory I give to no other, 
nor my praise to graven images. 

9 Behold, the former things have come 

to pass, 

and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth 
I tell you of them.” 

l° Sing to the Lord a new song, 

his praise from the end of the 
earth! 

Let the sea roar v and all that fills it, 
the coastlands and their inhabit¬ 
ants. 

11 Let the desert and its cities lift up 
their voice, 

the villages that Kedar inhabits; 


r Cn:Heb come * Cn: Hcb first to Zion, Behold, behold them * Or bum dimly u Or bn 
v Cn Compare Ps 96.11; 98.7: Hen Those who go down to the sea 
42.1-4: Mt 12.18-21. 42£: Acts 17.24-25. 42.6: Is 49.6; Lk 2.32; Acts 13.47; 26.23. 
42.7: Acts 26.18. 
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let the inhabitants of Sela sing for 
joy, 

let them shout from the top of the 
mountains. 

Let them give glory to the Lord, 
and declare his praise in the coast- 
lands. 

B The Lord goes forth like a mighty 
man, 

like a man of war he stirs up his 
fury; 

he cries out, he shouts aloud, 

he shows himself mighty against 
his foes. 

M For a long time I have held my peace, 
I have kept still and restrained my¬ 
self; 

now I will cry out like a woman .in 
travail, 

I will gasp and pant. 

15 I will lay waste mountains and 
hills, 

and diy up all their herbage; 

I will turn the rivers into islands, 
and dry up the poois. 

Ahd I will lead the blind 
in a way that they know not, 
in paths that they have not known 
I will guide them. 

I will turn the darkness before them 
into light, 

the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I will do, 
and I will not forsake them. 

17 They shall be turned back and utterly 

put to shame, 

who trust in graven images, 
who say to molten images, 

“You are our gods.” 

18 Hear, j r ou deaf; 

and look, you blind, that you may 
see! 

19 Who is blind but my servant, 

or deaf as my messenger whom I 
send? 

Who is blind as my dedicated one, 
or blind as the servant of the Lord? 

20 He sees"’ many things, but does not 

observe them; 

his ears are open, but he does not 
hear. 

21 The Lord was pleased, for his right¬ 

eousness’ sake, 

to magnify his law and make it 
glorious. 

w Heb vou see 

42.10: Acts 26.18. 43.5: Acts 18.10. 


22 But this is a people robbed and 

plundered, 

they are all of them trapped in 
holes 

and hidden in prisons; 
they have become a prey with none to 
rescue, 

a spoil with none to say, “Re¬ 
store!” 

23 Who among you will give ear to this, 

will attend and listen for the time 
to come? 

24 Who gave up Jacob to the spoiler, 

and Israel to the robbers? 

Was it not the Lord, against whom 
we have sinned, 

in whose ways they would not 
walk, 

and whose law they would not obey? 

25 So he poured upon him the heat of 

bis anger 

and the might of battle; 
it set him on fire round about, but 
he did not understand; 
it burned him, but he did not take 
it to heart. 

4^ But now thus says the Lord, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are 
mine. 

2 When you pass through the waters 

I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall 
not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall 
not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume 
you. 

3 For I am the Lord your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your 
Saviour. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for 
you. 

4 Because you are precious in my eyes, 

and honoured, and I love you, 

I give men in return for you, 
peoples in exchange for your life. 

5 Fear not, for I am with you; 

I will bring your offspring from 
the east, 

and from the west I will gather 
you; 

6 1 will say to the north. Give up. 



ISAIAH 43 638 The Lord ts redeemer 


and to the south, Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from afar 

and my daughters from the end of 
the earth, 

7 every one who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.” 

8 Bring forth the people who are 

blind, yet have eyes, 
who are deaf, yet have ears! 

9 Let all the nations gather together, 

and let the peoples assemble. 

Who among them can declare this, 
and show us the former things? 
Let them bring their witnesses to 
justify them, 

and let them hear and say, It is 
true. 

10 “You are my witnesses,” says the 

Lord, 

“and my servant whom I have 
chosen, 

that you may know and believe me 
and understand that I am He. 
Before me no god was formed, 
nor shall there be any after me. 

11 I, I am the Lord, 

and besides me there is no saviour. 

12 I declared and saved and proclaimed, 

when there was no strange god 
among you; 

and you are my witnesses,” says 
the Lord. 

13 “I am God, and also henceforth I 

am He; 

there is none who can deliver from 
my hand; 

I work and who can hinder it?” 

14 Thus says the Lord, 

your Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel: 

“For your sake I will send to Babylon 
and break down all the bars, 
and the shouting of the Chalde'ans 
will be turned to lamentations.* 

15 I am the Lord, your Holy One, 

the Creator of Israel, your King.” 

16 Thus says the Lord, 

who makes a way in the sea, 
a path in the mighty waters, 

37 who brings forth chariot and horse, 
army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
they are extinguished, quenched 
like a wick: 

18 “Remember not the former things, 

* Hcb obscure 


nor consider the things of old. 

19 Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert. 

20 The wild beasts will honour me, 

the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 

21 the people whom I formed for 

myself 

that they might declare my praise. 

22 “Yet you did not call upon me, O 

Jacob; 

but you have been weary of me, 
O Israel! 

23 You have not brought me your sheep 

for burnt, offerings, 
or honoured me with your sacri¬ 
fices. 

I have not burdened you with offer¬ 
ings, 

or wearied you with frankincense. 

24 You have not bought me sweet cane 

with money, 

or satisfied me with the fat of your 
sacrifices. 

But you have burdened me with your 
sins, 

you have wearied me with your in¬ 
iquities. 

25 “I, I am He 

who blots out your transgressions 
for my own sake, 

and I will not remember your sins. 

26 Put me in remembrance, let us argue 

together; 

set forth your case, that you may 
be proved right. 

27 Your first father sinned, 

and your mediators transgressed 
against me. 

28 Therefore I profaned the princes of 

the sanctuary, 

I delivered Jacob to utter destruc¬ 
tion 

and Israel to reviling. 

“But now hear, O Jacob my serv¬ 
ant, 

Israel whom I have chosen! 

2 Thus says the Lord who made you, 
who formed you from the womb 
and will help you: 
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Fear not, O Jacob my servant, 
Jesh'urun whom I have chosen. 

3 For I will pour water on the thirsty 

land, 

and streams on the dry ground; 
f will pour my Spirit upon your 
descendants, 

and my blessing on your offspring. 

4 They shall spring up like grass amid 

waters, v 

like willows by flowing streams. 

5 This one will say, ‘I am the Lord’s,’ 

another will call himself by the 
name of Jacob, 

and another w r ill write on his hand, 
‘The Lord’s,’ 

and surname himself by the name 
of Israel.” 

Thus says the Lord, the King of 
Israel 

and his Redeemer, the Lord of 
hosts: 

4t I am the first and I am the last; 
besides me there is no god. 

? Who is like me? Let him proclaim it, 
let him declare and set it forth be¬ 
fore me. 

Who has announced from of old the 
things to come? z 

Let them tell us« what is yet to be. 
* Fear not, nor be afraid; 

have I not told you from of old and 
declared it? 

And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? 

There is no Rock; I know not 
any.” 

9 All who make idols are nothing, 
and the things they delight in do not 
profit; their witnesses neither see nor 
know, that they may be put to shame. 
10 Who fashions a god or casts an image, 
that is profitable for nothing? 11 Behold, 
all his fellows shall be put to shame, 
and the craftsmen are but men; let them 
all assemble, let them stand forth, they 
shall be terrified, they shall be put to 
.shame together. 

12 The ironsmith fashions it b and 
works it over the coals; he shapes it with 
hammers, and forges it with his strong 
arm; he becomes hungry and his 
strength fails, he drinks no water and is 
faint. 13 The carpenter stretches a line. 


he marks it out with, a pencil; he 
fashions it with planes, and marks ii 
with a compass; he shapes it into the 
figure of a .man, with the beauty of a 
man, to dwell in a house. 14 He cuts 
down cedars; or he chooses a holm tree 
or an oak and lets it grow strong among 
the trees of the forest; he plants a cedar 
and the rain nourishes it. 15 Then it 
becomes fuel for a man; he takes a part 
of it and warms himself, he kindles a 
fire and bakes bread; also he makes a 
god and worships it, he makes it a 
graven image and falls down before it. 
16 Half of it he bums in the fire; over 
the half he eats flesh, he roasts meat and 
is satisfied; also he warms himself and 
says, “Aha, I am warm, I have seen the 
fire!” 17 And the rest of it he makes into 
a god, his idol; and falls down to it and 
worships it; he prays to it and says, 
“Deliver me, for thou art my god!” 

18 They know not, nor do they dis¬ 
cern; for he has shut their eyes, so that 
they cannot see, and their minds, so that 
they cannot understand. iy No one con¬ 
siders, nor is there knowledge or dis¬ 
cernment to say, “Half of it I burned in 
the fire, I also baked bread on its coals, 
I roasted flesh and have eaten; and shall 
1 make the residue of it an abomina¬ 
tion? Shall I fall down before a block of 
wood?” 20 He feeds on ashes; a deluded 
mind has led him astray, and he cannot 
deliver himself or say, “Is there not a lie 
in my right hand?” 

21 Remember these things, O Jacob, 

and Israel, for you are my servant; 
I formed you, you are my servant; 
O Israel, you will not be forgotten 
by me. 

22 I have swept away your transgres¬ 

sions like a cloud, 
and your sins like mist; 
return to me, for I have redeemed 
you. 

23 Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has 

done it; 

shout, O depths of the earth; 
break forth into singing, O moun¬ 
tains, 

O forest, and every tree in it! 

For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, 
and will be glorified in Israel, 


v Ok Compare Tg: Heb They shall spring up in among grass 

T Cn * «eb from my placing an eternal people and things to come a Tg: Heb them * Ca: Heb an 03 c* 
44.6x Is 48.12; Rev 1.17; 2.8; 22.13. 44^3: Jer 51.48; Rev 12.12; 18.20. 


; Rev 12.12; 18.20. 



ISAIAH 44 640 Commission to Cyrus 


24 Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, 

who formed you from the womb: 
“I am the Lord, who made all things, 
who stretched out the heavens 
alone, 

who spread out the earth—Who 
was with me?* 5 — 

25 who frustrates the omens of liars, 

and makes fools of diviners; 
who turns wise men back, 

and makes their knowledge foolish; 

26 who confirms the word of his servant, 

and performs the counsel of his 
messengers; 

Who says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be 
inhabited/ 

and of the cities of Judah, ‘They 
shall be built, 

and I will raise up their ruins*; 

27 who says to the deep, ‘Be dry, 

I will dry up your rivers’; 

28 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, 

and he shall fulfil all my purpose*; 
saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be 
built/ 

and of the temple, ‘Your founda¬ 
tion shall be laid/ ” 

AE Thus says the Lord to his 

“J* anointed, to Cyrus, 

whose right hand I have grasped, 
to subdue nations before him 
and ungird the loins of kings, 
to open doors before him 
that gates may not be closed: 

2 “I will go before you 

and level the mountains,* 1 
I will break in pieces the doors of 
bronze 

and cut asunder the bars of 
iron, 

3 I will give you the treasures of dark¬ 

ness 

and the hoards in secret places, 
that you may know that it is I, the 
Lord. 

the God of Israel, who call you by 
your name. 

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 

and Israel my chosen, 

I call you by your name, 

1 surname you, though you do not 
know me. 

5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, 

besides me there is no God; 


I gird you, though you do not 
know me, 

6 that men may know, from the rising 
of the sun 

and from the west, that there is 
none besides me; 

I am the Lord, and there is no 
other. 

71 form light and create darkness, 

I make weal and create woe, 

I am the Lord, who do all these 
things. 

8 “Shower, O heavens, from above, 

and let the skies rain down right¬ 
eousness ; 

let the earth open, that salvation may 
sprout forth/ 

and let it cause righteousness to 
spring up also; 

I the Lord have created it. 

9 “Woe to him who strives with his 

Maker, 

an earthen vessel with the potter V 
Does the clay say to him who fash¬ 
ions it, ‘What are you making’? 
or ‘Your w’ork has no handles’? 

10 Woe to him who says to a father, 

‘What are you begetting?* 
or to a woman, ‘With what are you 
in travail?’ ** 

S1 Thus says the Lord, 

the Holy One of Israel, and his 
Maker: 

“Will you question me? about my 
children, 

or command me concerning the 
work of my hands? 

12 I made the earth, 

and created man upon it; 
it was my hands that stretched out 
the heavens, 

and I commanded all their host. 

13 I have aroused him in righteousness, 

and I will make straight all his 
ways; 

he shall build my city 
and set my exiles free, 
not for price or reward,** 
says the Lord of hosts. 

14 Thus says the Lord: 

“The wealth of Egypt and the mer¬ 
chandise of Ethiopia, 


* Another reading is who spread out the earth by myself a One ancient Ms Gk: Heb the swellings 
9 One ancient Ms: Heb that they may bring forth salvation f Cn: Heb potsherds or potters 
0 Cn: Heb Ash me of things to come 

4L25t 1 Cor 1.20. 45.9s Is 29.16; Rom 9.20. 45.14t 1 Cor 14.25. 
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and the Sabe'ans, men of stature. For I am God, and there is no 


shall come over to you and be yours, 
they shall follow you; 
they shall come over in chains and 
bow down to you. 

They will make supplication to you, 
saying: 

‘God is with you only, and there is 
no other, 

no god besides him.’ ** 

15 Truly, thou art a God who hidest 

thyself, 

O God of Israel, the Saviour. 

16 Ail of them are put to shame and 

confounded, 

the makers of idols go in confu¬ 
sion together. 

17 But Israel is saved by the Lord 

with everlasting salvation; 
you shall not be put to shame or con¬ 
founded 
to all eternity. 

18 For thus says the Lord, 
who created the heavens 

(he is God!), 

who formed the earth and made it 
(he established it; 
he did not create it a chaos, 
he formed it to be inhabited!): 

“I am the Lord, and there is no other. 

!9 I did not speak in secret, 
in a land of darkness; 

I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, 
‘Seek me in chaos.* 

I the Lord speak the truth, 

I declare what is right. 

20 “Assemble yourselves and come, 

draw near together, 

you survivors of the nations! 

They have no knowledge 
who carry about their wooden 
idols, 

and keep on praying to a god 
that cannot save. 

21 Declare and present your case; 

let them take counsel together! 

Who told this long ago? 

Who declared it of old? 

Was it not I, the Lord? 

And there is no other god besides 
me, 

a righteous God and a Saviour ; 
there is none besides me. 

22 “Turn to me and be saved, 

all the ends of the earth! 

45.17: Heb 5.9. 45.21: Acts 15.18. 45.23: Rom 14.11 


other. 

23 By myself I have sworn, 

from my mouth has gone forth in 
righteousness 

a word that shall not return; 

‘To me every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall swear.* 

24 “Only in the Lord, it shall be said of 

me, 

are righteousness and strength; 
to him shall come and be ashamed, 
all who were incensed against him. 

25 In the Lord all the offspring of Israel 

shall triumph and glory.’* 

AfZ Bel bows down, Nebo stoops, 
"tKI their idols are on beasts and 
cattle; 

these things you carry are loaded as 
burdens on weary beasts. 

2 They stoop, they bow down together, 

they cannot save the burden, 
but themselves go into captivity. 

3 “Hearken to me, O house of Jacob, 

all the remnant of the house of 
Israel, 

who have been borne by me from 
your birth, 

carried from the womb; 

4 even to your old age I am He, 

and to grey hairs I will carry you. 
I have made, and I will bear; 

I will carry and will save. 

5 “To whom will you liken me and 

make me equal, 

and compare me, that we may be 
alike? 

6 Those who lavish gold from the 

purse, 

and weigh out silver in the scales, 
hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into 
a god; 

then they fall down and worship! 

7 They lift it upon their shoulders, 

they carry it, 

they set it in its place, and it stands 
there; 

it cannot move from its place. 

If one cries to it, it does not answer 
or save him from his trouble. 

8 “Remember this and consider, 

recall it to mind, you transgressors, 

9 remember the former things of old; 

Phil 2.10-11. 
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for 1 am God, and there Is no other; 

I am God, and there is none like 
me, 

10 declaring the end from the beginning 
and from ancient times things not 
yet done, 

saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 
and I will accomplish all my pur¬ 
pose,’ 

n calling a bird of prey from the east, 
the man of my counsel from a far 
country. 

I have spoken, and I will bring it to 
pass; 

I have purposed, and I will do it. 

12 “Hearken to me, you stubborn of heart, 

you who are far from deliverance: 

13 I bring near my deliverance, it is not 

far off, 

and my salvation will not tarry; 

I will put salvation in Zion, 
for Israel my glory.” 

Come down and sit in the dust, 

O virgin daughter of Babylon; 
sit on the ground without a throne, 

O daughter of the Chalde'ans 1 
For you shall no more be called 
tender and delicate. 

2 Take the millstones and grind meal, 

put off' your veil, 

strip off your robe, micover your legs, 
pass through the rivers. 

3 Your nakedness shall be uncovered, 

and your shame shall be seen. 

I will take vengeance, 
and I will spare no man. 

4 Our Redeemer—the Lord of hosts 

is his name— 
is the Holy One of Israel. 

3 Sit in silence, and go into darkness, 

O daughter of the Chalde'ans; 
for you shall no more be called 
the mistress of kingdoms. 

6 1 was angry with my people, 

I profaned my heritage ; 

I gave them into your hand, 
you showed them no mercy; 
on the aged you made your yoke 
exceedingly heavy. 

7 You said, “I shall be mistress for 
ever,” 

so that you did not lay these things 
to heart 

or remember their end. 

* Gk Syr Compare Vg: Heb from what 

47: Is 13.1-14.23; Jer 50-51; Hab 1-2. 47.8: Rev 18.7. 


Judgment on Babylon 

8 Now therefore hear this, you lover of 

pleasures, 
who sit securely, 
who say in your heart, 

“I am, and there is no one besides 
me; 

I shall not sit as a widow 

or know the loss of children”: 

9 These two things shall come to you 

in a moment, in one day; 
the loss of children and widowhood 
shall come upon you in full meas¬ 
ure, 

in spite of your many sorceries 
and the great power of your 
chantments. 

10 You felt secure in your wickedness, 

you said, “No one sees me”; 
your wisdom and your knowledge 
led you astray, 
and you said in your heart, 

“1 am, and there is no one besides 
me.” 

H But evil shall come upon you, 
for which you cannot atone; 
disaster shall fall upon you, 

which you will not be able to ex¬ 
piate; 

and ruin shall come on you suddenly, 
of which you know nothing. 

12 Stand fast in your enchantments 

and your many sorceries, 
with which you have laboured from 
your youth; 

perhaps you may be able to succeed, 
perhaps you may inspire terror. 

13 You are wearied with your many 

counsels; 

let them stand forth and save 
you, 

those who divide the heavens, 
who gaze at the stars, 
who at the new moons predict 
what'' shall befall you. 

** Behold, they are like stubble, 
the fire consumes them; 
they cannot deliver themselves 
from the power of the flame. 

No coal for warming oneself is this, 
no fire to sit before! 

15 Such to you are those with whom you 
have laboured, 

who have trafficked with you from 
your youth; 

47.9: Rev 18.8. 
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they wander about each in his own 
direction; 

there is no one to save you. 

Hear this, O house of Jacob, 
who are called by the name of 
Israel, 

and who came forth from the loins* 
of Judah; 

who swear by the name of the Lord* 
and confess the God of Israel, 
but not in truth or right. 

2 For they call themselves after the holy 

city, 

and stay themselves on the God of 
Israel; 

the Lord of hosts is his name. 

3 "The former things I declared of old, 

they went forth from my mouth 
and I made them known; 
then suddenly I did them and they 
came to pass. 

4 Because I know that you are ob¬ 

stinate, 

and your neck is an iron sinew 
and your forehead brass, 

3 I declared them to you from of old, 
before they came to pass I an¬ 
nounced them to you, 
lest you should say, ‘My idol did 
them, 

my graven image and my molten 
image commanded them.* 

^ “You have heard; now see all this; 
and will you not declare it? 

From this time forth 1 make you hear 
new things, 

hidden things which you have not 
known. 

7 They are created now, not long ago; 

before today you have never heard 
of them, 

lest you should say, ‘Behold, I 
knew them.* 

8 You have never heard, you have 

never known, 

from of old your ear has not been 
opened. 

For I knew that you would deal very 
treacherously, 

and that from birth you were called 
a rebel. 

9 “For my name’s sake I defer my 

anger. 


for the sake of my praise I restrain 
it for you, 

that I may not cut you off. 

so Behold, I have refined you, but not 
like* silver; 

I have tried you in the furnace 
affliction. 

11 For my own sake, for my own sake* 

I do it, 

for how should my name* be pro* 
faned? 

My glory I will not give to another* 

12 “Hearken to me, O Jacob, 

and Israel, whom I called! 

I am He, I am the first, 
and I am the last. 

53 My hand laid the foundation of the 

earth, 

and my right hand spread out the 
heavens; 

when I call to them, 
they stand forth together. 

54 “Assemble, all of you, and hear! 

Who among them has declared 
these things? 

The Lord loves him; 
he shall perform his purpose on 
Babylon, 

and his arm shall be against the 
Chalde'ans. 

15 I* even I, have spoken and called 
him, 

I have brought him, and he will 
prosper in his way. 

16 Draw near to me, hear this: 

from the beginning I have nor 
spoken in secret, 

from the time it came to be I have 
been there.*’ 

And now the Lord God has sent me 
and his Spirit. 

17 Thus says the Lord, 

your Redeemer, die Holy One of 
Israel: 

“I am the Lord your God, 
who teaches you to profit, 
who leads you in the way you 
should go. 

18 O that you had hearkened to my com¬ 

mandments ! 

Then your, peace would have been 
like a river, 

and your righteousness like the 
waves of the sea; 


* Cn: Heb warm * Cn: Heb toith * Gk Old Latin: Heb lacks mv natiu 
48.12: Is 44.6; Rev 1.17; 2.8; 22.13, ^ 
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19 your offspring would have been like 

the sand, 

and your descendants like its 
grains; 

their name would never be cut off 
or destroyed from before me.” 

20 Go forth from Babylon, flee from 

Chaldea, 

declare this with a shout of joy, 
proclaim it, 

send it forth to the end of the earth; 
say, “The Lord has redeemed his 
servant Jacob!” 

21 They thirsted not when he led them 

through the deserts; 
he made water flow for them from 
the rock; 

he cleft the rock and the water 
gushed out. 

22 “There is no peace,” says the Lord, 

“for the wicked.” 


“It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant 
to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
and to restore the preserved of 
Israel; 

I will give you as a light to the na¬ 
tions, 

that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth.” 

7 Thus says the Lord, 

the Redeemer of Israel and his 
Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by 
the nations, 
the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; 
princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves; 

because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
the Holy One of Israel, who has 
chosen you.” 


Listen to me, O coastlands, 
and hearken, you peoples from 
afar. 

The Lord called me from the womb, 
from the body of my mother he 
named my name. 

2 He made my mouth like a sharp 

sword, 

in the shadow of his hand he hid 
me; 

he made me a polished arrow, 
in his quiver he hid me away. 

3 And he said to me, “You are my 

servant, 

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 

4 But I said, “I have laboured in vain, 

I have spent my strength for noth¬ 
ing and vanity; 

yet surely my right is with the Lord, 
and my recompense with my 
God.” 

5 And now the Lord says, 

who formed me from the womb 
to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
and that Israel might be gathered 
to him, 

for I am honoured in the eyes of the 
Lord, 

and my God has become my 
strength— 

6 he says: 


8 Thus says the Lord: 

“In a time of favour I have answered 
you, 

in a day of salvation I have helped 
you; 

I have kept you and given you 
as a covenant to the people, 
to establish the land, 

to apportion the desolate heritages? 

9 saying to the prisoners, ‘Come 

forth,* 

to those who are in darkness* 
‘Appear/ 

They shall feed along the ways, 
on all bare heights shall be their 
pasture; 

10 they shall not hunger or thirst, 

neither scorching wind nor sun 
shall smite them, 

for he who has pity on them will lead 
them, 

and by springs of water will guide 
them. 

11 And I will make all my mountains a 

way, 

and my highways shall be raised 
up. 

12 Lo, these shall come from afar, 

and lo, these from the north and 
from the west, 

and these from the land of Syene. 

13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult* 

O earth; 


* Cn: Heb Sinim 

1 *5» Gal V 15 - 4fl - 4i Phil 2.16. 49.6: Is 42.6; Lk 2.32 j Acts 13.47; 26.23. 48.8s 2 Cor 6J2. 
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break forth, O mountains, into 

_ singing! 

For the Lord has comforted his 
people, 

and will have compassion on his 
afflicted. 

M But Zion said, “The Lord has for¬ 
saken me, 

my Lord has forgotten me.” 

15 “Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, 

that she should have no compas¬ 
sion on the son of her womb? 

Even these may forget, 
yet I will not forget you. 

is Behold, I have graven you on the 
palms of my hands; 
your walls are continually before 
me. 

Your builders outstrip your de¬ 
stroyers, 

and those who laid you waste go 
forth from you. 

Lift up your eyes round about and 
see; 

they all gather, they come to you. 

As I live, says the Lord, 

you shall put them all on as an 
ornament, 

you shall bind them on as a bride 
does. 

19 “Surely your waste and your desolate 

places 

and your devastated land— 

6urely now you will be too narrow 
for your inhabitants, 
and those who swallowed you up 
will be far away. 

20 The children bom in the time of your 

bereavement 
will yet say in your ears; 

‘The place is too narrow for me; 
make room for me to dwell in.® 

21 Then you will say in your hearts 

‘Who has borne me these? 

I was bereaved and barren, 
exiled and put away, 
but who has brought up these? 

Behold, I was left alone ; 
whence then have these come?* ” 

22 Thus says the Lord God: 

“Behold, I will lift up my hand to the 

nations, 

and raise my signal to the peo¬ 
ples; 

TO One ancient Ms Syr Vg: Heb righteous man 
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and they shall bring your sons in their 
bosom, 

and your daughters shall be carried 
on their shoulders. 

23 Kings shall be your foster fathers, 

and their queens your nursing 
mothers. 

With their faces to the ground 
they shall bow down to you, 
and lick the dust of your feet. 
Then you will know that I am the 
Lord; 

those who wait for me shall not be 
put to shame.” 

24 Can the prey be taken from the 

mighty, 

or the captives of a tyrant™ be 
rescued? 

25 Surely, thus says the Lord: 

“Even the captives of the mighty 

shall be taken, 

and the prey of the tyrant be 
rescued, 

for I will contend with those who 
contend with you, 
and I will save your children. 

26 I will make your oppressors eat their 

own flesh, 

and they shall be drunk with their 
own blood as with wine. 

Then ail flesh shall know 

that I am the Lord your Saviour, 
and your Redeemer, the Mighty 
One of Jacob.” 

Thus says the Lord : 

“Where is your mother’s bill of 
divorce, 

with which I put her away? 

Or which of my creditors is it 
to whom I have sold you? 

Behold, for your iniquities you were 
sold, 

and for your transgressions your 
mother was put away. 

2 Why, when I came, was there no 
man? 

When I called, was there no one to 
answer? 

Is my hand shortened, that it cannot 
redeem? 

Or have I no power to deliver? 
Behold, by my rebuke I dry up the 
sea, 

I make the rivers a desert; 
their fish stink for lack of water* 
and die of thirst. 
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3 I clothe the heavens with blackness, 

and make sackcloth their cover¬ 
ing.” 

4 The Lord God has given me 

the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with 
a word 

him that is weary. 

Morning by morning he wakens, 
he wakens my ear 
to hear as those who are taught. 

5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious, 

I turned not backward. 

6 I gave my back to the smiters, 

and my cheeks to those who pulled 
out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

from shame and spitting. 

7 For the Lord God helps me; 

therefore I have not been con¬ 
founded; 

therefore I have set my face like a 
flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame; 

8 he who vindicates me is near,, 

Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 

Let him come near to me. 

9 Behold, the Lord God helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like 
a garment; 

the moth will eat them up. 

Who among you fears the Lord 
and obeys the voice of his serv¬ 
ant, 

who walks in darkness 
and has no light, 

yet trusts in the name of the Lord 
and relies upon his God? 

11 Behold, all you who kindle a fire, 
who set brands alight!” 

Walk by the light of your fire, 
and by the brands which you have 
kindled! 

This shall you have from my hand* 
you shall lie down in torment. 

Cl “Hearken to me, you who pur- 
sue deliverance, 
you who seek the Lord; 

„ d yourst _ 

50.S-9s Rom 8.33; Hcb 1.11. 61.8 j Heb 1.11. 


GocPs comfort for Zion 
look to the rock from which you were 
hewn, 

and to the quarry from which you 
were digged. 

2 Look to Abraham your father 

and to Sarah who bore you; 
for when he was but one I called him, 
and I blessed him and made him 
many. 

3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 

he will comfort all her waste 
places, 

and will make her wilderness like 
Eden, 

her desert Like the garden of the 
Lord ; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

* “Listen to me, my people, 

and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law will go forth from me, 
and my justice for a light to the 
peoples. 

5 My deliverance draws near speedily, 

my salvation has gone forth, 
and my arms will rule the peoples;; 
the coastlands wait for me, 
and for my arm they hope. 

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

and look at the earth beneath; 
for the heavens will vanish like 
smoke, 

the earth will wear out like a gar¬ 
ment, 

and they who dwell in it will die 
like gnats; 0 

but my salvation will be for ever, 
and my deliverance will never be 
ended. 

7 “Hearken to me, you who know 

righteousness, 

the people in whose heart is my 
law; 

fear not the reproach of men, 
and be not dismayed at their re- 
vilings. 

8 For the moth will eat them up like a 

garment, 

and the worm will eat them like 
wool; 

but my deliverance will be for ever, 
and my salvation to all genera¬ 
tions.” 

9 Awake, awake, put on strength. 
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O arm of the Lord; 

awake, as in days of old, 
the generations of long ago. 

Was it not thou that didst cut Rahab 
in pieces, 

that didst pierce the dragon? 

SO Was it not thou that didst dry up the 
sea, 

the waters of the great deep; 

that didst make the depths of the sea 
a way 

for the redeemed to pass over? 

31 And the ransomed of the Lord shall 

return, 

and come to Zion with singing: 

everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads; 

they shall obtain icy and gladness, 
And sorrow and sighing shall ilce 
away,. 

32 “I, I am he that comforts you; 

who are you that you are afraid of 
man who dies, 

of the son of man who is made like 
gross, 

33 and have forgotten the Lord, your 

Maker, 

who stretched out the heavens 
and laid the foundations of the 
earth, 

•and fear continually all the day 
because of the fury of the op¬ 
pressor, 

when he sets himself to destroy? 

And where is the fury of the op¬ 
pressor? 

•3** He who is bowed down shall speedily 
be released; 

he shall not die and go down to tire 
Pit, 

neither shall his bread fail. 

15 For I am the Lord your God, 

who stirs up the sea so that its 
waves roar— 

the Lord of hosts is his name. 

36 And I have put my words in your 
mouth, 

and hid you in the shadow of my 
hand. 

Stretching out*’ the heavens 

and laying the foundations of the 
earth, 

and sajdng to Zion, ‘You are my 
people.* ** 

17 Rouse yourself, rouse yourself. 
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stand up, O Jerusalem, 
you who have drunk at the hand of 
the Lord 

the cup of his wrath, 
who have drunk to the dregs 
the bowl of staggering. 

18 There is none to guide her 

among all the sons she has borne; 
there is none to take her by the hand 
among all the sons she has brought 
up. 

19 These two things have befallen you— 

who will condole with you?— 
devastation and destruction, famine 
and sword; 

who will comfort you?® 

20 Your sons have fainted, 

they lie at tire head of every street 
like an antelope in a net; 
they are full of the wrath of the Lord, 
the rebuke of your God. 

21 Therefore hear this, you who are 

afflicted, 

who are drunk, but not with wine" 

22 Thus says your Lord, the Lord, 

your God who pleads the cause of 
his people: 

“Behold, I have taken from your hand 
the cup of staggering; 
the bowl of my WTath 
you shall drink no more; 

23 and I will put it into the hand of your 

tormentors, 
who have said to you, 

‘Bow down, that we may pass 
over’; 

and you have made your back like the 
ground 

and like the street for them to pass 
over.” 

Awake, awake, 

put on your strength, O Zion; 
put on your beautiful garments, 

O Jerusalem, the holy city; 
for there shall no more come into you 
the uncircumcised and the un¬ 
clean. 

2 Shake yourself from the dust, arise, 
O captive’’ Jerusalem; 
loose the bonds from your neck, 

O captive daughter of Zion. 

3 For thus says the Lord: “You were 
sold for nothing, and you shall be re¬ 
deemed without money. 4 For thus says 


* C 21*2*7* 0 anc * cnt Syr Vg: Hcb how may I contort you r Ca: Heb sit 
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The Lord's servant 


the Lord God: My people went down 
at the first into Egypt to sojourn there, 
and the Assyrian oppressed them for 
nothing. 5 Now therefore what have I 
here, says the Lord, seeing that my 
people are taken away for nothing? 
Their rulers wail, says the Lord, and 
continually all the day my name is de¬ 
spised. 6 Therefore my people shall 
know my name; therefore in that day 
they shall know that it is I who speak; 
here am I.” 

7 How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him who brings good 
tidings, 

who publishes peace, who brings 
good tidings of good, 
who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God 
reigns.** 

8 Hark, your watchmen lift up their 

voice, 

together they sing for joy; 
for eye to eye they see 

the return of the Lord to Zioiio 
$ Break forth together into singing, 
you waste places of Jerusalem; 
for the Lord has comforted his peo® 
pie, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The Lord has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations; 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

11 Depart, depart, go out thence, 

touch no unclean thing; 
go out from the midst of her, purify 
yourselves, 

you who bear the vessels of the 
_ Lord. 

12 For you shall not go out in haste, 

and you shall not go in flight, 
for the Lord will go before you, 
and the God of Israel will be your 
rear guard. 

1 3 Behold, my servant shall prosper, 

he shall be exalted and lifted 
up, 

and shall be very high. 

14 As many were astonished at him*— 

his appearance was so marred, 
beyond human semblance, 

9 Syr Tg: Heb you 1 The meaning of the Hebrew woi 
u Or sickness * Or sicknesses y Or fains 


and his form beyond that of the 
sons of men— 

15 so shall he startle* many nations; 
kings shall shut their mouths be* 
cause of him; 

for that which has not been told them 
they shall see, 

and that which they have not heard 
they shall understand. 

g 9 Who has believed what we have 
heard? 

And to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed? 

2 For he grew up before him like a 

young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or comeliness that we 
should look at him, 
and no beauty that we should de- 
sire him. 

3 He was despised and rejected" by men; 

a man of sorrows," and acquainted 
with grief;*" 

and as one from whom men hide 
their faces 

he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs* 

and carried our sorrow's ; y 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was wounded for our trans¬ 

gressions, 

he was bruised for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that 
made us whole, 

and w'ith his stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

we have turned every one to his 
own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was 

afflicted, 

yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaugh¬ 
ter, 

and like a sheep that before its 
shearers is dumb; 
so he opened not his mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment he was 

taken away; 

is uncertain "Or forsaken 9 Ot paint 


52.5: Rom 2.24. 52.7: Acta 10.36; Rom 10.15; Eph 6.15. 52.10: Lk 2.30; 3.6. 52.11t 2 Cor 647. 
52.15: Rom 15.21. 53.1: Jn 12.38; Rom 10.16. 53.4: Mt 8.17. 53.5-6: 1 Pet 2.24-25. 

53.7-8: Acts 8.32-33. 
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and as for his generation, who con¬ 
sidered 

that he was cut off out of the land of 
the living, 

stricken for the transgression of my 
people? 

9 And they made his grave with the 
wicked 

and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 
and there was no deceit in Ins 
mouth. 

Yet it was the will of the Lord to 
bruise him; 

he has put him to grief; 2 

when he makes himself" an offering 
for sin, 

he shall see his offspring, he shall 
prolong his days; 

the will of the Lord shall prosper in 
his hand; 

he shall see the fruit of the travail 
of his soul and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous 
one, my servant, 

make many to be accounted 
righteous; 

and he shall bear their iniquities. 

K Therefore I will divide him a portion 
with the great, 

and he shall divide the spoil with 
the strong; 

because he poured out his soul to 
death, 

and was numbered with the trans¬ 
gressors ; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

“Sing, O barren one, who did 
not bear; 

break forth into singing and cry 
aloud, 

you who have not been in travail! 

For the children of the desolate one 
will be more 

than the children of her that is 
married, says the Lord. 

2 Enlarge the place of your tent, 

and let the curtains of your habita¬ 
tions be stretched out; 

hold not back, lengthen your cords 
and strengthen your stakes. 

3 For you will spread abroad to the 

right and to the left. 
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and your descendants will possess 
the nations 

and will people the desolate cities. 

4 “Fear not, for you will not be 

ashamed; 

be not confounded, for you will not 
be put to shame; 

for you will forget the shame of your 
youth, 

and the reproach of your widow¬ 
hood you will remember no more. 

5 For your Maker is your husband, 

the Lord of hosts is his name; 
and the Holy One of Israel is your 
Redeemer, 

the God of the whole earth he is 
called. 

<> For the Lord has called you 

like a wife forsaken and grieved in 
spirit, 

like a wife of youth when she is cast 
off, 

says your God. 

7 For a brief moment I forsook you, 

but with great compassion I will 
gather you. 

8 In overflowing wrath for a moment 

I hid my face from you, 
but with everlasting love I will have 
compassion on you, 
says the Lord, your Redeemer. 

? “For this is like the days of Noah to 
me: 

as I swore that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth, 
so I have sworn that I will not be 
angry with you 
and will not rebuke you. 

50 For the mountains may depart 
and the hills be removed, 
but my steadfast love shall not depart 
from you, 

and my covenant of peace shall not 
be removed, 

says the Lord, who has compassion 
on you. 

11 “O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and 

not comforted, 

behold, I will set your stones in 
antimony, 

and lay your foundations with 
sapphires.* 

12 I will make your pinnacles of agate, 

your gates of carbuncles. 


* Heb made him sick ° Vg: Heb thou makest his soul b Or lapis lazuli 
63.9: 1 Pet 2.22. 53.12: Lk 22.37. 54.1: Gal 4.27. 64.11-12: Rev 21.19. 
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and all your wall of precious stones. 

13 All your sons shall be taught by the 

Lord, 

and great shall be the prosperity of 
your sons. 

14 In righteousness you shall be estab¬ 

lished; 

you shall be far from oppression, 
for you shall not fear; 
and from terror, for it shall not 
come near you. 

15 If any one stirs up strife, 

it is not from me; 
whoever stirs up strife with you 
shall fall because of you. 

16 Behold, I have created the smith 

who blows the fire of coals, 
and produces a weapon for its pur¬ 
pose. 

I have also created the ravager to 
destroy; 

17 no weapon that is fashioned against 

you shall prosper, 
and you shall confute every tongue 
that rises against you in judgment. 
This is the heritage of the servants of 
the Lord 

and their vindication from me, 
says the Lord.” 

?r "‘Ho, every one who thirsts, 

DD come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, 
come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 

2 Why do you spend your money for 

that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which does 
not satisfy? 

Hearken diligently to me, and eat 
what is good, 

and delight yourselves in fatness. 

3 Incline your car, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live; 
and I will make with you an ever¬ 
lasting covenant, 

my steadfast, sure love for David. 

4 Behold, I made him a witness to the 



peoples. 

5 Behold, you shall call nations that you 
know not, 

and nations that knew you not shall 
run to you, 

because of die Lord your God, and 
of the Holy One of Israel, 

64.13s Jn 6.45. 65.1s Rev 21.6; 22.17. 


Free offer of mercy to all 
for he has glorified you. 

^ “Seek the Lord while he may be 
found, 

call upon him while he is near; 

7 let the wicked forsake his way, 

and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts; 

let him return to the Lord, that he 
may have mercy on him, 
and to our God, for he will abun¬ 
dantly pardon. 

8 For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, 
says the Lord. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, 

so are my ways higher than your 
ways 

and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

10 “For as the rain and the snow come 
down from heaven, 
and return not thither but water 
the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread 
to the eater, 

h so shall my word be that goes forth 
from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, 

and prosper in the thing for which 
I sent it. 

12 “For you shall go out in joy, 

and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before 
you 

shall break forth into singing, 
and all the trees of the field shall 
dap their hands. 

13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the 

cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up 
the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the Lord for a 
memorial, 

for an everlasting sign which shall 
not be cut off. 

r/T Thus says the Lord: 

JU “Keep justice, and do righteous¬ 
ness, 

for soon my salvation will come. 
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and my deliverance be revealed. 

2 Blessed is the man who does this, 
and the son of man who holds it 
fast, 

who keeps the sabbath, not profaning 

it, 

and keeps his hand from doing any 
evil.” 

8 Let not the foreigner who has joined 
himself to the Lord say, 

“The Lord will surely separate 
me from his people”; 
and let not the eunuch say, 

“Behold, X am a dry tree.” 

* For thus says the Lord : 

“To the eunuchs who keep my sab* 
baths, 

who choose the things that please me 
and hold fast my covenant, 

5 X will give in my house and within 
my walls 

a monument and a name 
better than sons and daughters; 

I will give them an everlasting name 
which shall not be cut off. 

“And the foreigners who join them¬ 
selves to the Lord, 
to minister to him, to love the 
name of the Lord, 
and to be his servants, 
every one who keeps the sabbath„ 
and does not profane it, 
and holds fast my covenant— 

7 these X will bring to my holy moun¬ 

tain, 

and make them joyful in my house 
of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacri¬ 
fices 

will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house 
of prayer 
for all peoples. 

8 Thus says the Lord God, 

who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
X will gather yet others to him 
besides those already gathered.”® 

9 All you beasts of the field, come to 

devour— 

all you beasts in the forest. 

His watchmen are blind, 
they are all without knowledge; 
they are all dumb dogs, 
they cannot bark; 
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dreaming, lying down, 
loving to slumber. 

u The dogs have a mighty appetite; 
they never have enough. 

The shepherds also have no under¬ 
standing; 

they have all turned to their own 
way, 

each to his own gain, one and all. 
12 “Come,” they say, “let us d get wine, 
let us fill ourselves with strong 
drink; 

and tomorrow will be like this day, 
great beyond measure.” 

The righteous man perishes, 

Z? / and no one lays it to heart; 
devout men are taken away, 
while no one understands. 

For the righteous man is taken away 
from calamity, 

2 he enters into peace; 
they rest in their beds 

who walk in their uprightness. 

3 But you, draw near hither, 

sons of the sorceress, 
offspring of the adulterer and the 
harlot. 

4 Of whom are you making sport? 

Against whom do you open your 
mouth wide 

and put out your tongue? 

Are you not children of transgression, 
the offspring of deceit, 

3 you who bum with lust among the 
oaks, 

under every green tree; 
who slay your children in the valleys, 
under the clefts of the rocks? 

6 Among the smooth stones of the 

valley is your portion; 
they, they, are your lot; 
to them you have poured out a drink 
offering, 

you have brought a cereal offering. 
Shall I be appeased for these 
things? 

7 Upon a high and lofty mountain 

you have set your Jbed, 
and thither you went up to offer 
sacrifice. 

8 Behind the door and the doorpost 

you have set up your symbol; 
for, deserting me, you have un¬ 
covered your bed, 
you have gone up to it, 
you have made it wide; 


*Heb his gathered ones . d One ancient Ms Syr Vg Tg: Heb me 
56.7: Mt 21.13; Mk 11.17; Lk 19.46. 
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652 Idolatry condemned 


and you have made a bargain for 
yourself with them, 
you have loved their bed, 
you have looked on nakedness. e 

9 You journeyed to Molech^ with oil 
and multiplied your perfumes; 
you sent your envoys far off, 
and sent down even to Sheol. 

10 You were wearied with the length of 


your way, 

but you did not say, “It is hope¬ 
less”; 

you found new life for your strengths, 
and so you were not faint. 


11 Whom did you dread and fear, 

so that you lied, 
and did not remember me, 
did not give me a thought? 

Have I not held my peace, even for a 
long time, 

and so you do not fear me? 

12 I will tell of your righteousness and 

your doings, 

but they will not help you. 

13 When you cry out, let your collection 

of idols deliver you! 

The wind will carry them off, 
a breath will take them away. 

But he who takes refuge in me shall 
possess the land, 

and shall inherit my holy moun¬ 
tain. 


S4 And it shall be said, 

“Build up, build up, prepare the way, 
remove every obstruction from my 
people’s way.” 

13 For thus says the high and lofty One 
who inhabits eternity, whose name 
is Holy: 

“I dwell in the high and holy place, 
and also with him who is of a con¬ 
trite and humble spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the con¬ 
trite. 

16 For I will not contend for ever, 

nor will I always be angry j 
for from me proceeds the spirit, 
and I have made the breath of life. 

17 Because of the iniquity of his covet¬ 

ousness I was angry, 

I smote him, I hid my face and was 
angry; 

but he went on backsliding in the 
way of his own heart. 


is I have seen his ways, but I will heal 

him; 

I will lead him and requite him 
with comfort, 

creating for his mourners the fruit 
of the lips. 

Peace, peace, to the far and to the 
near, says the Lord; 
and I will heal him. 

20 But the wicked are like the tossing 

sea; 

for it cannot rest, 

and its waters toss up mire and 

diito 

21 There is no peace, says my God, 

for the wicked.” 

CQ “Cry aloud, spare not, 

JO lift up your voice like a trumpet; 
declare to my people their transgres¬ 
sion, 

to the house of Jacob their sins. 

2 Yet they seek me daily, 

and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that did 
righteousness 

and did not forsake the ordinance 
of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgments, 
they delight to draw near to God. 

3 ‘Why have we fasted, and thou seest 

it not? 

Why have we humbled ourselves, 
and thou takest no knowledge of 
it?* 

Behold, in the day of your fast you 
seek your own pleasure,® 
and oppress all your workers. 

4 Behold, you fast only to quarrel and 

to fight 

and to hit with wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 
will not make your voice to be 
heard on high. 

5 Is such the fast that I choose, 

a day for a man to humble himself? 
Is it to bow down his head like a rush, 
and to spread sackcloth and ashes 
under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 
and a day acceptable to the Lord? 

5 “Is not this the fast that I choose: 
to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke? 


• The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain t Or the king ® Or pursue your oan business 
57.15: Mt 3.3. 67.101 Acta 2.39; Eph 2.13, 17. 68.6: Acts 83$. 
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7 Is it not to share your bread with the 

hungry, 

and bring the homeless poor into 
your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

and not to hide yourself from your 
own flesh? 

8 Then shall your light break forth like 

the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up 
speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before 
you, 

the glory of the Lord shall be your 
rear guard. 

9 Then you shall call, and the Lord wilt 

answer; 

you shall cry, and he will say. 
Here I am. 

tf ‘If you take away from the midst of 
you the yoke, 

the pointing of the finger, and 
speaking wickedness, 

if you pour yourself out for the him- 
gry 

and satisfy the desire of the af¬ 
flicted, 

then shall your light rise in the dark¬ 
ness 

and vour gloom be as the noon¬ 
day. 

^ And the Lord will guide you con¬ 
tinually, 

and satisfy 7, your desire with good 
things,* 

and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered gar¬ 
den, 

like a spring of water, 

whose waters fail not. 

22 And your ancient ruins shall be re¬ 
built; 

you shall raise up the foundations 
of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the 
breach, 

the restorer of streets to dwell in. 

M “If you turn back your foot from the 
sabbath, 

from doing your pleasure 4 on my 
holy day, 

and call the sabbath a delight 

and the holy day of the Lord 
honourable; 

* The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 

* Or business ? Or pursuing your own business 

58.7-8* Rom 3.15-17. 
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if you honour it, not going your own 
ways, 

or seeking your own pleasure, 7 or 
talking idly; 

14 then you shall take delight in the 
Lord, 

and I will make you ride upon the 
heights of the earth; 

I will feed you with the heritage of 
Jacob your father, 
for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken..’* 

CQ Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
ejJf shortened, that it Cannot save, 
or his ear dull, that it cannot hear ; 

2 but your iniquities have made a 

separation 

between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid his face from 
you 

so that he does not hear. 

3 For your hands are defiled with blood 

and your fingers with iniquity; 
your lips have spoken lies, 

your tongue mutters wickedness* 

4 No one enters suit justly, 

no or\e goes to law honestly; 
they rely on empty pleas, they speak 
* lies, 

they conceive mischief and bring 
forth iniquity. 

5 They hatch adders* eggs, 

they weave the spider’s web; 
he who eats their eggs dies, 

and from one which is crushed ffi 
viper is hatched. 

6 Their webs will not serve as clothing; 

men will not cover themselves with 
what they make. 

Their works are works of iniquity, 
and deeds of violence are in their 
hands. 

7 Their feet run to evil, 

and they make haste to shed inno« 
cent blood; 

their thoughts are thoughts of in¬ 
iquity, 

desolation and destruction are in 
their highways. 

8 The way of peace they know not, 

and there is no justice in their 
paths; 

they have made their roads crooked, 
no one who goes in them knows 
peace. 
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y Therefore justice Is far from us, wrath to his adversaries, requital to 


and righteousness does not over¬ 
take us; 

we look for light, and behold, dark¬ 
ness, 

and for brightness, but we walk in 
gloom. 

10 We grope for the wall like the blind, 

we grope like those who have no 
eyes; 

we stumble at noon as in the twi¬ 
light, 

among those in full vigour we are 
like dead men. 

11 We all growl like bears, 

we moan and moan like doves; 

we look for justice, but there is none; 
for salvation, but it is far from us. 

12 For our transgressions are multiplied 

before thee, 

and our sins testify against us; 

for our transgressions are with us, 
and we know our iniquities: 

1 3 transgressing, and denying the Lord, 

and turning away from follow¬ 
ing our God, 

speaking oppression and revolt, 
conceiving and uttering from the 
heart lying words. 

1 4 Justice is turned back, 

and righteousness stands afar off; 

for truth has fallen in the public 
squares, 

and uprightness cannot enter. 

15 Truth is lacking, 

and he who departs from evil 
makes himself a prey. 

The Lord saw it, and it displeased 
him 

that there was no justice. 

He saw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no 
one to intervene; 

then his own arm brought him vic¬ 
tory, 

and his righteousness upheld him. 

17 He put on righteousness as a breast¬ 

plate, 

and a helmet of salvation upon his 
head; 

he put on garments of vengeance for 
clothing, 

and wrapped himself in fury as a 
mantle. 

18 According to their deeds, so will he 

repay, 

1 Heb be enlarged 

59.17: Bph 6.14,17; 1 Thess 5.8. 89.19: Mt 8.11; Lk 


his enemies; 

to the coastlands he will render re¬ 
quital. 

So they shall fear the name of the 
Lord from the west, 
and his glory from the rising of the 
sun; 

for he will come like a rushing 
stream, 

which the wind of the Lord drives. 

20 “And he will come to Zion as Re¬ 

deemer, 

to those in Jacob who turn from 
transgression, says the Lord. 

21 “And as for me, this is my covenant 
with them, says the Lord, my spirit 
which is upon you, and my words 
which I have put in your mouth, shall 
not depart out of your mouth, or out 
of the mouth of your children, or out of 
the mouth of your children’s children, 
says the Lord, from this time forth and 
for evermore.*’ 

Arise, shine; for your light has 
come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. 

2 For behold, darkness shall cover the 

earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 

3 And nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your 
rising. 

4 Lift up your eyes round about, and 

see; 

they all gather together, they come 
to you; 

your sons shall come from far, 
and your daughters shall be carried 
in the arms. 

3 Then you shall see and be radiant, 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice;* - 
because the abundance of the sea 
shall be turned to you, 
the wealth of the nations shall come 
to you. 

6 A multitude of camels shall cover 
you, 

the young camels of Mid'ian and 
Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. 

1.29. 59.20-21: Rom 11.26-27. 60.6: Mt 2.11. 




Future glory of Zion 655 ISAIAH 61 

They shall bring gold and frankin- with no one passing through, 
cense, I will make you majestic for ever. 


and shall proclaim the praise of the 
Lord. 

? All the flocks of Kedar shall be gath¬ 
ered to you, 

the rams of Neba-ioth shall min¬ 
ister to you; 

they shall come up with acceptance 
on my altar, 

and I will glorify my glorious 
house. 

8 Who are these that fly like a cloud, 
and like doves to their windows? 

® For the coastlands shall wait for me, 
the ships of Tarshish first, 
to bring your sons from far, 
their silver and gold with them , 
for the name of the Lord your God, 
and for the Holy One of Israel, 
because he has glorified you. 

10 Foreigners shall build up your walls, 

and their kings shall minister to 
you; 

for in my wrath I smote you, 

but in my favour I have had mercy 
on you. 

11 Your gates shall be open continually; 

day and night they shall not be 
shut; 

that men may bring to you the wealth 
of the nations, 

with their kings led in procession. 

82 For the nation and kingdom 

that will not serve you shall perish; 
those nations shall be utterly laid 
waste. 

83 The glory of Lebanon shall come to 

you, 

the cypress, the plane, and the 
pine, 

to beautify the place of my sanctuary; 
and I will make the place of my 
feet glorious. 

M The sons of those who oppressed you 
shall come bending low to you; 
and all who despised you 
shall bow down at your feet; 
they shall call you the City of the 
Lord, 

the Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

15 Whereas you have been forsaken and 
hated. 


a joy from age to age. 

*6 You shall suck the milk of nations, 
you shall suck the breast of kings ; 
and you shall know that I, the Lord, 
am your Saviour 

and your Redeemer, the Mighty 
One of Jacob. 

87 Instead of bronze I will bring gold, 

and instead of iron I will bring 
silver; 

instead of wood, bronze, 
instead of stones, iron. 

I will make your overseers peace 
and your taskmasters righteousness. 

88 Violence shall no more be heard in 

your land, 

devastation or destruction within 
your borders; 

you shall call your walls Salvation, 
and your gates Praise. 

19 The sun shall be no more 

your light by day, 

nor for brightness shall the moon 
give light to you by night 
but the Lord will be your everlasting 
light, 

and your God will be your glory. 

20 Your sun shall no more go down, 

nor your moon withdraw itself; 
for the Lord will be your everlasting 
light, 

and your days of mourning shall be 
ended. 

21 Your people shall all be righteous; 

they shall possess the land for ever, 
the shoot of my planting, the work of 
my hands, 

that I might be glorified. 

22 The least one shall become a clan, 

and the smallest one a mighty na¬ 
tion; 

I am the Lord; 

.in its time I will hasten it. 

The Spirit of the Lord God 

Ul is upon me, 

because the Lord has anointed me 
to bring good tidings to the af¬ 
flicted ; m 

he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives. 


*One ancient Ms Gk Old Latin Tg: Heb lacks fry night m Or poor 
60.11: Rev 21.25-26. 60.14: Rev 3.9. 60.19: Rev 21.23; 22A 
61.1-2: Mt 11.5; Lk 4.18-19; 7.22. 
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and the opening of the prison" 
to those who are bound; 

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favour, 

and the day of vengeance of our 
God; 

to comfort all who mourn; 

3 to grant to those who mourn in 

Zion— 

to give them a garland instead of 
ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourn¬ 
ing, 

the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, 

the planting of the Lord, that he 
may be glorified. 

4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

they shall raise up the former 
devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many genera¬ 
tions. 

3 Aliens shall stand and feed your 
flocks, 

foreigners shall be your ploughmen 
and vinedressers; 

$ but you shall be called the priests of 
the Lord, 

men shall speak of you as the 
ministers of our God; 

you shall eat the wealth of the na¬ 
tions, 

and in their riches you shall glory. 

7 Instead of your shame you shall have 
a double portion. 

Instead of dishonour you 0 shall 
rejoice in your? lot; 

therefore in your* land you 0 shall 
possess a double portion; 
yours? shall be everlasting joy, 

• For I the Lord love justice, 

I hate robbery and wrong; r 

I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 

9 Their descendants shall be known 
among the nations, 
and their offspring in the midst of 
the peoples; 


Zion reassured 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
them, 

that they are a people whom the 
Lord has blessed. 

10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

my soul shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the gar¬ 
ments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels. 

11 For as the earth brings forth its 

shoots, 

and as a garden- causes what is 
sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord God will cause righteous¬ 
ness and praise 

to spring forth before all the na¬ 
tions. 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep 
silent, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not 
rest, 

until her vindication goes forth as 
brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning 
torch. 

2 The nations shall see your vindica¬ 

tion, 

and all the kings your glory; 
and you shall be called by a new 
name 

which the mouth of the Lord will 
give. 

3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the 

hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of 
your God. 

4 You shall no more be termed For¬ 

saken/ 

and your land shall no more be 
termed Desolate/ 

but you shall be called My delight is 
in her/ 

and your land Married;" 
for the Lord delights in you, 
and your land shall be married. 

5 For as a young man marries a vir¬ 

gin, 

so shall your sons marry you. 


B Or the opening of the eyes: Heb the opening 0 Heb they P Heb their ? Hcb theirs 
r Or robbery mth a burnt offering * Heb Asubah * Heb Shemamah “ Heb Uephsibah 
v Hcb Beulah 

61.6: Ex 19.6; 1 Pet 2.5; Rev 1.6; 5.10; 20.6. 62£: Rev 2.17. 
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and as the bridegroom rejoices over and thy garments like his that 

the bnac, treads in the wine Dress? 


so snau you\ <ltocl rejoice over you, 

^ Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, 

.1 have acz watchmen; 

'fill die day and all the ought 
they shall never be silent. 

You who pot the Lord in remem¬ 
brance; 
take no rest# 

^ and give him no test 

until he establishes Jerusalem 
and makes it a praise in the earth. 
% The Lord has sworn by his right 
hand 

and by hie; mighty arm; 
u l will :ao>: jgaitt give your grain 
to be food for your cii.*mies, 
iind foreigners shall not drink your 
wine 

for which you hate laboured: 

0 but those wb*- garner ii shrill 'cat it 
and praise the LcRiy 
and those who gather r.t shall drink it 
in the courts of my sanctuary.’ 1 

Go through., go rhrovyh the gates, 
prepare the. way for the people; 
build up. ; build up the highway, 
clear .it of stones-, 

lift up an ensign o^er the peoples* 
ll Behold, the Lord has proclaimed 
to the end of the earth; 

Say to the daughter of If.iou, 
“Behold. your salvation comes ; 
behold, hir reward is "-vh him, 
and his recompense before liim.” 
f2 And they shall be called The holy 
people. 

The redeemed of the 1 ord; 
and you. shall be called Sought out, 
a city not forsaken. 

/C2 Who is this that comes from 
sJd Edom, 

in crimsoned garments from Boz- 
rah, 

he that is glorious in his apparel, 
marching in the greatness of his 
strength? 

“"It is I, announcing vindication, 
mighty to save.” 

2 Why is thy apparel red. 


3 “I have trodden the wine press alone, 

and from -he. peoples no one was 
with me, 

I trod them m my anger 

and trampled them in my wrath; 

cheii lifeblood, is sprinkled upon my 
garments., 

and T have stained nli my raiment, 

4 For the day of vengeance was in my 

heart, 

and my year of redemption^ has 
come. 

5 X looked^ bar there was no one to 

help* 

1 was appalled bur there was no 
one to uphold; 

so my own arm brought me victory, 
and my wuth upheld me 

5 i trod down the peoples in my anger, 
1 made them drunk in my wrath, 
and I poured out their lifeblood cat 
the earth.” 

7 1 will recount the steadfast love of the 
Lord. 

the mate of the Lord, 

according to all that the Lord has 
granted us, 

and the great goodness to the house 
of Israel 

which he has granted them according 
to his mercy, 

according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love. 

3 For he said. Surely they are my peo¬ 
ple, 

sons who will not deal falsely; 
and he became their Saviour. 

^ In all their affliction he was afflicted,* 
and the angel of his presence saved 
them; 

in his love and in his pity he re¬ 
deemed them; 

he lifted them up and carried them 
all the days of old. 

But they rebelled 
and grieved his holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their 

enemy, 

and himself fought against them. 
u Then he remembered the days of old, 
of Moses his servant. 


Dr ihe year of my redeemed x Another reading is he did t*H 
1-8: Is 34; Jer 49.7-22; Hzek 25.12-14; 35; Amos 1.11-12; C 
ISr Heb 13.20. 
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Where is he who brought up out of 
tlie sea 

the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of 
them 

his holy Spirit, 

12 who caused his glorious arm 

to go at the right hand of Moses, 
who divided the waters before them 
to make for himself an everlasting 
name, 

13 who led them through the depths? 
Like a horse in the desert, 

they did not stumble. 

14 Like cattle that go down into the 

valley, 

the Spirit of the Lord gave them 
rest. 

So thou didst lead thy people, 
to make for thyself a glorious name. 

15 Look down from heaven and see, 

from thy holy and glorious habita¬ 
tion. 

Where are thy zeal and thy might.? 

The yearning of thy heart and thy 
compassion 
are withheld from me. 

16 For thou art our Father, 

though Abraham does not know us 
and Israel does not acknowledge 
us; 

thou, O Lord, ait our Father, 

our Redeemer from of old is thy 
name. 

17 O Lord, why dost thou make us err 

from thy ways 

and balden our heart, so that we 
fear thee not? 

Return for the sake of thy servants, 
the tribes of thy heritage. 

18 Thy holy people possessed thy sanc¬ 

tuary a little while; 
our adversaries have trodden it 
down. 

19 We have become like those over 

whom thou hast never ruled, 
like those who are not called by 
thy name. 

O that thou wouldst rend the 
heavens and come down, 
that the mountains might quake at 
thy presence— 

2 v as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil— 


Prayer for mercy and help 
to make thy name known to thy ad¬ 
versaries, 

and that the nations might tremble 
at thy presence! 

3 When thou didst terrible things 

which we looked not for, 
thou earnest down, the mountains 
quaked at thy presence. 

4 From of old no one has heard 

or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides thee* 
who works for those who wait for 
him. 

5 Thou mcctest him that joyfully 

works righteousness, 
those that remember thee in thy 
ways. 

Behold, thou wast angry, and we 
sinned; 

in our sins we have been a long 
time, and shall we be saved? 1 

6 We have all become like one who is 

unclean, 

and all our righteous deeds are like 
a polluted garment. 

We all fade Like a leaf, 

and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away. 

7 There is no one that calls upon thy 

name, 

that bestirs himself to take hold of 
thee; 

for thou hast hid thy face from us, 
and hast delivered 55 us into the 
hand of our iniquities. 

8 Yet, O Lord, thou art our Father; 

we are the day, and thou art our 
potter; 

we are all the work of thy hand. 

9 Be not exceedingly angry, O Lord* 

and remember not iniquity for 
ever. 

Behold, consider, we are all thy 
people. 

10 Thy holy dues have become a wilder¬ 

ness, 

Zion has become a wilderness, 
Jerusalem a desolation. 

Our holy and beautiful house, 
where our fathers praised thee, 
has been burned by fire, 
and all our pleasant places have 
become ruins. 

12 Wilt thou restrain thyself at these 
things, O Lord? 


V Ch 64.1 in Heb * Hebrew obscure 
° Gk Syr Old Latin Tg: Heb melted 
64.4t 1 Cor 2.9. 
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Wilt thou keep silent, and afflict us and the Valley of Achor a place for 


sorely? 

4T £ 1 was ready to be sought by 

0,3 those who did not ask for me; 

I was ready to be found by those 
who did not seek me, 

1 said, “Here am I, here am I,” 

to a nation that did not call on my 
name. 

2 I spread out my hands all the day 

to a rebellious people, 
who walk in a way that is not 
Rood, 

following their own devices i 

3 a people who provoke me 

to my face continually, 
sacrificing in gardens 
and burning incense upon bricks; 

4 who sit in tombs. 

and spend the night in secret 
places; 

who eat swine s flesh, 

and broth of abominable things is 
in their vessels; 

3 who say, “Keep to yourself, 

do not come near me, for I am set: 
soart from you.” 

These are a smoke in my nostrils, 
a fire that bums ail the day, 

^Behold, it is written before me: 

“I will not keep silent, but I will 
repay, 

yea, I will repay into their bosom 

7 their* iniquities and their* fathers 3 * 
iniquities together, 

says the Lord ; 
because they burned incense upon 
the mountains 

and reviled me upon the hills, 

2 will measure Into their bosom 
payment for their former doings/ 1 ' 

* Thus says the Lord: 

“As the wine is found in the cluster., 
and they say, ; Do not destroy it, 
for there is a blessing in it,* 
so I will do for my servants" sake, 
and not destroy them all. 

9 1 will bring forth descendants from 
Jacob, 

and from Judah inheritors of my 
mountains; 

my chosen shall inherit it, 

and my servants shall dwell there. 

30 Sharon shall become a pasture for 
flocks. 


herds to lie down, 
for my people who have sought me. 
33 But you who forsake the Lord, 
who forget my holy mountain, 
who set a table for Fortune 

and fill cups of mixed wine for 
Destiny f 

12 I will destine you to the sword, 

and all of you shall bow down to 
the slaughter; 

because, when I called, you did not 
answer, 

when 5 spoke, you did not listen, 
but you did what was evil in my eyes, 
and chose what I did not delight 
in.* 8 

33 Therefore thus says the Lord God: 
“Behold, my servants shall eat, 

but you shall be hungry ; 
behold, my servants shall drink s 
but you shall be thirsty; 
behold, my servants shall rejoice, 
but you shall be put to shame; 

34 behold, my servants shall sing for 

gladness of heart, 

but 5 r ou shall cry out for pain cf 
heart, 

and shall wail for anguish of spirit. 

35 You shall leave your name to my 

chosen for a curse, 
and the Lord God will slay you; 
but his servants he will call by a 
different name. 

36 So that he who blesses himself in the 

land 

shall bless himself by the God of 
truth, 

and he who takes an oath in the land 
shall swear by the God of truth; 
because the former troubles are for¬ 
gotten 

and are hid from my eyes. 

W “For behold, I create new heavens 
and a new earth: 

and the former things shall not be 
remembered 
or come into mind. 

38 But be glad and rejoice for ever 
in that which I create; 
for behold, I create Jerusalem a re¬ 
joicing, 

and her people a joy. 

& I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 
and be glad in my people; 
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no more shall be heard in it the sound 
of weeping 

and the cry of distress. 

20 No more shall there be in it 

an infant that lives but a few days, 
or an old man who does not fiU 
out his days, 

for the child shall die a hundred years 
old, 

and the sinner a hundred years old 
shall be accursed. 

2J They shall build houses and Inhabit 
them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit. 

22 They shall not build and another 

inhabit; 

they shall not plant and another 
eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the 
days of my people be, 
and my chosen shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. 

23 They shall not labour in vain, 

or bear children for calamity; 0 

for they shall be the offspring of the 
blessed of the Lord, 
and their children with them. 

24 Before they call I will answer, 

while they are yet speaking X will 
hear. 

25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed 

together, 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 
and dust shall be the serpent’s 
food. 

They shall not hurt or destroy 
in all my holy mountain, 

says the Lord.*” 

Thus says the Lord; 

“Heaven is my throne 
and the earth is my footstool; 

what is the house which you would 
build for me, 

and what is the place of my rest? 

2 All these things my hand has made, 

and so all these things are mine,** 
says the Lord. 

But this is the man to whom I will 
look, 

he that is humble and contrite in 
spirit, 

ana trembles at my word. 

3 “He who slaughters an ox is like him 

who kills a man; 

°Or sudden terror a Gk Syr: Heb came to be 

65.25: Is 11.6-9. 66.1-2: Mt 5.34; Acts 7.49-50. 66.6: 


he who sacrifices a lamb, like him 
who breaks a dog’s neck; 

he who presents a cereal offering, 
like him who offers swine’s 
blood; 

he who makes a memorial offering 
of frankincense, like him who 
blesses an idol. 

These have chosen their own ways, 
and their soul delights in their 
abominations; 

4 I also will choose affliction for them, 

and bring their fears upon them; 

because, when X called, no one an¬ 
swered, 

when X spoke they did not listen; 

but they did what was evil in my 
eyes, 

and chose that in which X did not 
delight.” 

5 Hear the word of the Lord, 

you who tremble at his word: 

“Your brethren who hate you 

and cast you out for my name’s 
sake 

have said, 'Let the Lord be glorified, 
that we may see your joy’; 
but it is they who shall be put to 
shame. 

6 “Hark, an uproar from the city! 

A voice from the temple! 

The voice of the Lord, 

rendering recompense to his ene¬ 
mies ! 

7 “Before she was in labour 

she gave birth; 

before her pain came upon her 
she was delivered of a son. 

8 Who has heard such a thing? 

Who has seen such things? 

Shall a land be bom in one day? 
Shall a nation be brought forth in 
one moment? 

For as soon as Zion was in labour 
she brought forth her sons. 

9 Shall X bring to the birth and not 

cause to bring forth? 
says the Lord; 

shall I, who cause to bring forth, 
shut the womb? 
says your God. 

10 “Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad 
for her. 

Rev 16.1,17. 60.71 Rev 12.5. 
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all you who lov£ hers 
rejoice with her .in joy, 

ail yon who mourn over her 5 
11 that you may suck and be satisfied 
with, hev ronsoUta^' breasts:, 
that you may drink deeply with do- 
.light 

from the abundance of her glory.* 

<i2 For thus says the 
^Behold., I will extend prosperity to 
her like a river, 

find the wealth of the nations like 
«n owfAC'^mg stream; 
find yon shall suck, you shall he 
carried upon her h/o, 
and dandled upon her knees. 

13 As one whom his mciher comforts, 
so I will comfort you; 
you shall be com to'cseri in .3 es. usalem, 
hi Yovi shall pee, and your heart .>h?al 
rejoice; 

your bones shall flourish like the 
grass.. 

and it shall be known that the hand 
of the Lord h with his savants, 
find his indignation. is against his 
enemies,. 

SS “For behold, the Lord will come in. 
Are, 

and bis chariots like the storm- 
wind? 

to render his anger in fury.. 

and bis rebuke with names of Sre. 
to For by fire will the Lord execute 
judgment, 

find by his sword, upon all flesh; 
find these slam by the Lord shall 
be many. 

17 c "Hiose who sanctify and purify 
themselves to go into the gardens, fol¬ 
lowing one in the midst, eating swine's 
flesh and the abomination and mice. 


shall, come to an end together, says the 
Lord, 

.18 “For X know* their works and 
their thoughts, fp*d I am>’ coming to 
gather till nations and tongues; and they 
shall come and shah see my glory, 19 and 
1 will set« sign, among them.. And from 
them 1 will send survivors to the na¬ 
tions, to Tsrshish, PiiL* and Lud, who 
draw the bow., to Tribal and Javan, to 
the cofistfcmds afar off, that have not 
heard my fame oi. $e,en my glory; and 
they shrill de clive my glory ^ among the 
nations. "°And they shall bring ail your 
brethren from all the nations as an of¬ 
fering to the Lord, upon horses, and in 
chariots, md in litress, and upon mules, 
and upon dromedaries, to my hob." 
mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, 
jtisl as iht Israelitvs bring dieh* cereal 
offering in a clean vessel to the house of 
the Lord. ?, And some of them also 1 
will take for priests and for Levites, says 
the Lord. 

£?. “For as Ac new heavens and the new 
earth 

which 1 wOl make 

shall remain before me, says the 
Lord; 

so shah your descendants and your 
name remain,. 

From new moon to new moon, 
and from sabbath to sabbath, 

nil flesh shrill come to worship before 
me, 

says the Lord. 

24 “And they shall go forth and look 
on the dead bodies of the men that have 
rebelled against me; for their worm 
shah not die, their Are shall not be 
quenched, and they shall be an ab¬ 
horrence to all flesh/’' 


*Gfc Syr: Heb lads hum ^GkSyrVg 
*6.22il« 65.17; 2 Pet 3.13; Rev 21.1. 0 


r:H ebftft *Gk: HcbJPtd 
fit Mk 9.48. 



THE BOOK OF 


JEREMIAH 


I The words of Jeremiah, the son of 
HiUT'ab, of the priests who were in 
An'athoth in the land of Beniamin, 2 to 
whom the word of the Lord came in the 
days of Josi'ah the son of Amon, kiug 
of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his 
reign. 3 It came also in the days of 
Jchoi'akim the son of Josi'ah, king of 
Judah, and until the end of the eleventh 
year of Zedeki'ah, the son of josi'ah, 
king of Judah, until the captivity of 
Jerusalem in the fifth month. 

4 Now the word of the Lord came 
to me saying, 

5 “Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you, 

and befoie you were bom I conse¬ 
crated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the na¬ 
tions.” 

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Be¬ 
hold, I do not know how to speak, for I 
am only a youth.” 7 But the Loud said 
to me, 

“Do not say, T am only a youth'; 
for to all to whom I send you you 
shall go, 

and whatever I command you you 
shall speak. 

8 Be not afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 

says the Lord.” 
9 Then the Lord put forth his hand 
and touched my mouth; and the Lord 
said to me, 

“Behold, I have put my words in your 
mouth. 

10 See, I have set you this day over na¬ 
tions and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to break down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 

11 And the word of the Lord came 
to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what do you 
see?” And I said, “I see a rod of al¬ 
mond.” 0 12 Then the Lord said to me, 
“You have seen well, for I am watching^ 
over my word to perform it.” 

13 The word of the Lord came to me 
a second time, saying, “What do you 

a Hcb shaqed b Heb shoqed 

1*5: Is 49.1 ; Gal 1.15. 1.8: Is 43.5; Acts 18.9-10. !. 


sec?” And I said, “I see a boilingpot, 
facing away from the north.” 14 Thai 
the Lord said to me, “Out of the north 
evil shall break forth upon all the in¬ 
habitants of the land. l - For, !o, I am 
calling all the tribes of the kingdoms of 
the north, says the Lord; and they shall 
come and every one shall set his throne 
at the entrance of the gates of Jeru¬ 
salem, against all its walls round about, 
and against all the cities of Judah. 16 And 
J will u- ter ai.v judgments against diem, 
for all their wickedness in forsaking 
me; they have burned incense to other 
gods, and worshipped the works of their 
own hands. 17 But you, gird up your 
loins; arise, and say to them everything 
that 1 command you. Do not be dis¬ 
mayed by them, lest I dismay you be¬ 
fore them. 18 And I, behold, I make you 
this day a fortified city, an iron pillar, 
and bronze walls, against the whole 
land, against the kings of Judah, its 
princes, its prLsis, and the people of the 
land. lv They will light against you; but 
they shall not prevail against you, for I 
am with you, says the Lord, to deliver 
you.” 

2 The word of the Lord came to 
me, saying, 2 “Go and proclaim in 
the hearing of Jerusalem* Thus says the 
Lord, 

I remember the devotion of your 
youth, 

your love as a bride, 
how you followed me in the wilder¬ 
ness, 

in a land not sown. 

3 Israel was holy to the Lord, 
the first fruits of his harvest. 

All who ate of it became guilty; 
evil came upon them, 

says the Lord.” 

4 Hear the word of the Lord, O house 
of Jacob, and all the families of the 
house of Israel. 5 Thus says the Lord. 
“What wrong did your fathers find in 
me 

that they went far from me. 


>: Rev 10.11. 



Israel's apostasy 663 

and went after worthlessness* and 
became worthless? 

6 They did not say. ‘Where is the Lord 

who brought us up from the land 
of Egypt, 

who led us in the wilderness, 
in* a land of deserts and pits, 
in a land of drought and deep dark¬ 
ness, 

in a land that none passes through, 
where no man dwells? 1 

7 And I brought you into a plentiful 

land 

to enjoy its fruits and its good 
things. 

But when you came in you defiled 
my land. 

and made my heritage an abomi¬ 
nation. 

8 The nriests did not say, ‘Where is the 

Lord? 5 

Those who handle the law did not 
know me; 

the rulers" transgressed against me; 
the prophets prophesied by Baal, 
and went after things that do not 
profit. 

9 ‘Therefore I still contend with you, 

says the Lord, 
and with your children's children 
I will contend. 

10 For cross to the coasts of Cyprus 

and see, 

or send to Kedar and examine with 
cave; 

see if there has been such a thing* 
ss Has a nation changed its gods, 
even though they are no gods? 

But my people have changed their 
glory 

for that which does not profit. 

*2 Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 

be shocked, be utterly desolate, 
says the Lord, 

13 for my people have committed two 
evils: 

they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed out cisterns for them¬ 
selves, 

broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water, 

54 “Is Israel a slave? Is he a homebom 
servant? 

Why then has he become a prey? 

15 The lions have roared against him, 

c Heb shepherdt 
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they have roared loudly. 

They have made his land a waste; 
his cities are in ruins, without 
inhabitant. 

16 Moreover, the men of Memphis and 
Tah'panhes 

have broken the crown of your 
.head. 

3 7 Have you not brought this upon 
yourself 

by forsaking the Lord your God, 
when he led you in the way? 

* 8 And now what do you gain by going 
to Egypt, 

to drink the waters of the Kile? 

Or what do you gain by going to 
Assyria, 

to drink the waters of the Eu¬ 
phrates? 

19 Your wickedness will chasten you, 

and your apostasy will reprove you. 
Know and see that it is evil and bitter 
for you to forsake the Lord your 
God; 

the fear of me is not in you, 

says toe Lord God of hosts. 

20 “For long ago you broke your yoke 

and burst your bonds; 
and you said-. ‘X will not serve. 3 
Yea. upon every high hill 
and under every green tree 
you bowed down as a harlot. 

21 Yet I planted you a choice vine, 

wholly of pure seed. 

How then have you turned degener¬ 
ate 

and become a wild tune? 

22 Though you wash yourself with lye 

and use much soap, 
the stain of your guilt is still before 
me, 

says the Lord God. 

23 How can you say, T am not defiled, 

I have not gone after the Ba als’? 
Look at your way in the valley; 

know what you have done— 
a restive young camel interlacing her 
tracks, 

24 a wild ass used to the wilderness, 
in her heat sniffing the wind! 

Who can restrain her lust? 

None who seek her need weary them¬ 
selves; 

in her month they will find her. 

25 Keep your feet from going unshod 

and your throat from thirst. 

But you said, Tt is hopeless. 
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for I have loved strangers* You shall be put to shame by Egypt 

and after them I will go ’ as you were put to shame by As¬ 

syria. 


26 ‘As a thief is shamed when caught, 

so the house of Israel shall be 
shamed: 

they, their kings, their princes, 
their priests, and their prophets, 

27 who say to a tree, ‘You are my father,* 

and to a stone, ‘You gave me birth/ 
For they have turned their back to 
me, 

and not their face. 

But in the time of their trouble they 
say, 

‘Arise and save us !* 

28 But where are your gods 

that you made for yourself? 

Let them arise, if they can save you, 
in your time of trouble; 
for as many as your cities 
are your gods, O Judah. 

29 “Why do you complain against me? 

You have all rebelled against me, 
says the Lord. 

30 In vain have I smitten your children, 

they took no correction; 
your own sword devoured your 
prophets 

like a ravening lion. 

31 And you, O generation, heed the 

word of the Lord. 

Have I been a wilderness to Israel, 
or a land of thick darkness? 

Why then do my people say, ‘We are 
free, 

we will come no more to thee*? 

32 Can a maiden forget her ornaments, 

or a bride her attire? 

Yet my people have forgotten me 
days without number. 

33 “How well you direct your course 

to seek lovers! 

So that even to wricked women 
you have taught your ways. 

34 Also on your skirts is found 

the lifeblood of guiltless poor; 
you did not find them breaking in. 
Yet in spite of all these things 

35 you say, ‘I am innocent; 

surely his anger has turned from 
me.' 

Behold, I will bring you to judgment 
for saying, ‘I have not sinned.' 

36 How lightly you gad about, 

changing your wayl 

4 Ok Syr: Heb Saying, If 


37 From it too you will come away 
with your hands upon your head, 
for the Lord has rejected those in 
whom you trust, 

and you will not prosper by them. 

3 “If d a man divorces his wife 
and she goes from him 
and becomes another man's wife, 
will he return to her? 

Would not that land be greatly 
polluted? 

You have played the harlot with many 
lovers; 

and would you return to me? 

says the Lord. 
2 Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, 
and sec! 

Where have you not been lain 
with? 

By the waysides you have sat awaiting 
lovers 

like an Arab in the wilderness. 

You have polluted the land 
with your vile harlotry. 

3 Therefore the showers have been 
withheld, 

and the spring rain has not come; 
yet you have a harlot’s brow, 
you refuse to be ashamed. 

4 Have you not just now called to me, 
‘My father, thou art the friend of 
my youth— 

5 will he be angry for ever, 

will he be mdignant to the end?* 
Behold, you have spoken, 

but you have done all the evil that 
you could.” 

6 The Lord said to me in the days of 
King Josi'ah: “Have you seen what she 
did, that faithless one, Israel, how she 
went up on every high hill and under 
every green tree, and there played the 
harlot? 7 And I thought, ‘After she has 
done all this she will return to me*; but 
she did not return, and her false sister 
Judah saw it. 8 She saw that for all the 
adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, 7 
had sent her away with a decree of 
divorce; yet her false sister Judah did 
not fear, but she too went and played 
the harlot. 9 Because harlotry was so 
light to her, she polluted the land, com¬ 
mitting adultery with stone and tree. 
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l° Yet for all this her false sister Judah 
did not return to me with her whole 
heart, but in pretence, says the Lord.” 

11 And the T^ord said to me, “Faith¬ 
less .Israel has shown herself less guilty 
than false Judah. 12 Go, and proclaim 
these words toward the north, and say, 

‘Return, faithless Israel, 

says the Lord. 

I will not look on you in anger, 
for I am merciful, 

says the Lord; 

I will not be angry for ever. 

13 Only acknowledge your guilt, 

that you rebelled against the Lord 
your God 

and scattered your favours among 
strangers under every green 
tree, 

and that you have not obeyed my 
voice, 

says the Lord. 

M Return, O faithless children, 

says the Lord; 
for l am your master; 

I will take you, one from a city and 
two from a family, 
and I will bring you to Zion. 

15 “ ‘And I will give you shepherds 
after my own heart, who will feed you 
with knowledge and understanding. 
j! 'And when you have multiplied and 
increased in the land, in those days, 
says the Lord, they shall no more say, 
“The ark of the covenant of the Lord,” 

It shah not come to mind, or be re¬ 
membered, or missed; it shall not be 
made again. 17 At that time Jerusalem 
shall be called the throne of the Lord, 
and all nations shall gather to it, to the 
presence of the Lord in Jerusalem, and 
they shall no more stubbornly follow 
their own evil heart. 18 In those days the 
house of Judah shall join the house of 
Israel, and together they shall come 
from the land of the north to the land 
that I gave your fathers for a heritage. 

19 “ T thought 

how I would set you among my 
sons, 

and give you a pleasant land, 

a heritage most beauteous of all 
nations. 

And I thought you would call me, 
My Father, 

and would not turn from following 
me. 

20 Surely, as a faithless wife leaves her 

husband. 
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so have you been faithless to me, 

O house of Israel, 

says the Lord.* ” 

21 A voice on the bare heights is heard, 

the weeping and pleading of Is¬ 
rael’s sons, 

because they have perverted their 
wav, 

they have forgotten the Lord their 
God. 

22 “Return, O faithless sons, 

I will heal your faithlessness.” 
“Behold, we come to thee; 

for fhou art the Lord our God, 

23 Truly the hills are a delusion, 

the orgies on the mountains. 

Truly in the Lord our God 
is the salvation of Israel. 

24 “But from our youth the shameful 
thing has devoured all for which our 
fathers laboured, their flocks and their 
herds, their sons and their daughters. 
25 Let us lie down in our shame, and let 
our dishonour cover us; for we have 
sinned against the Lord our God, we 
and our fathers, from our youth even to 
this day; and we have not obeyed the 
voice of the Lord our God.” 

4 “If you return, O Israel, 

says the Lord, 
to me you should return. 

If you remove your abominations 
from my presence, 
and do not waver, 

2 and if you swear, ‘As the Lord lives,* 
in truth, in justice, and in up¬ 
rightness, 

then nations shall bless themselves in 
him, 

and in him shall they glory.” 

3 For thus says the Lord to the men 
of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jeru¬ 
salem: 

“Break up your fallow ground, 
and sow not among thorns. 

4 Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, 
remove the foreskin of your hearts, 
O men of Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; 

lest my wrath go forth like fire, 
and bum with none to quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.” 

5 Declare in Judah, and proclaim in 
Jerusalem, and say, 

“Blow the trumpet through the land; 
cry aloud and say. 
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‘Assemble, %nd let us go 
into the fortified cities l* 

* Raise a standard toward Zion? 
flee for safety, stay not* 
for 1 bring evil from the north, 
and great destruction. 

7A lion has gone up from his thicket, 
a destroyer of nations has set out; 
he has gone forth from his place 
to make your land a wastes 
your cities will be mins 
without inhabitant , 

8 For this gird you with sackcloth., 

lament and wail? 
for the fierce anger of die Lord 
has not turned back from us."' 

9 “In that day, says the Lord, courage 
shall fail both king and princes; the 
priests shall be appalled and the proph¬ 
ets astounded, 9 ' 1 1° Then I said, “Ah, 
Lord God, surely thou hast utterly de¬ 
ceived this people and Jerusalem, say¬ 
ing, ‘It shall be well with you 5 ; whereas 
the sword has reached their very life.’ 9 

11 At that time it will be said to this 
people and to Jerusalem, “A hot wind 
from the bare heights in the desert 
toward the daughter of my people, not 
to winnow or cleanse, 12 a wind too full 
for this comes for me. Now it is I who 
speak in judgment upon them.” 
Behold, he comes iip like clouds, 
his chariots like the whirlwind; 
his horses are swifter than eagles*-" 
woe to us, for we are ruined! 

14 O Jerusalem, wash your heart from 
wickedness, 
that you may be saved. 

How long shall your evil thoughts 
lodge within you? 

*5 For a voice declares from Dan 

and proclaims evil from Mount 
E'phraim. 

16 Warn die nations that he is coming; 
announce to Jerusalem, 

“Besiegers come from a distant land; 
they shout against the cities of 
Judah. 

*7 like keepers of a field are they 
against her round about, 
because she has rebelled against 
me, 

says the Lord. 

I 8 Your ways and your doings 
have brought this upon you. 

This is your doom, and it is bitter; 
it has reached your very heart.” 
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19 My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in 
pain! 

Oh, the wails of my heart! 

My heart is beating wildly.; 

I cannot keep silent ; 
for I hear the sound of the trumpet, 
the alarm of war. 

20 Disaster follows hard on disaster, 
the whole land is laid waste. 

Suddenly my tents are destroyed, 
my curtains in a moment. 

21 How long must I see the standard, 
and heat the sound of the trumpet? 

“For my people are foolish, 
they know me not; 
they are stupid children, 
they have no understanding,, 

They are skilled in doing evil, 

but how to do good they know 
not. 5 '' 

23 I looked on the earth, and lo> it was 
waste and void; 

and to the heavens, and they had no 
light 

24 I looked on the mountains, find, lo, 
they were quaking, 

and ail the hills moved to and fro, 
23 I looked, and lo, there was no man, 
find all the birds of the air had fled. 
26 1 looked, and lo, the fruitful land was 
a desert, 

and all its cities were laid in ruins 
before the Lord, before his fierce 
anger., 

27 For thus says the Lord, “The 
whole land shall be a desolation; yet I 
will not make a full end. 

28 For this the earth shall mourn, 
and the heavens above be black; 

for I have spoken, I have purposed; 
I have not relented nor will I turn 
back. 59 

29 At the noise of horseman and archer 
every city takes to flight; 

they enter thickets; they climb 
among rocks; 
all the cities are forsaken, 
and no man dwells in than. 

30 And you, O desolate one, 
what do you mean that you dress in 

scarlet, 

that you deck yourself with orna¬ 
ments of gold, 

that you enlarge your eyes with 
j>aint? 

In vain you beautify yourself. 

Your lovers despise you; 
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they seek your life. 

31 For 1 heard a cry as of a woman in 
travail, 

anguish as of one bringing forth her 
first child, 

the cry of the daughter of Zion gasp¬ 
ing for breath, 
stretching out her hands, 

•*Woe is me! I am fainting before 
murderers.” 

5 Run to and fro through, the streets 
of Jerusalem, 
look and take note? 

Search her squares to see 
if you can find a man, 
one who does justice 
and seeks truth; 
that I may pardon her. 

2 Though they say, 4 ‘As the Lord 
lives,” 

yet they swear falsely. 

3 O Lord, do not thy eyes look for 
truth? 

Thou hast smitten them, 
but they felt no anguish; 
thou hast consumed them, 

but they refused to take correc¬ 
tion. 

They have made their faces harder 
than rock; 

they have refused to repent. 

* Then I said, “These are only the 
poor, 

they have no sense; 
for they do not know the way of the 
Lord, 

the law of their God. 

3 J will go to the great, 

and will speak to them; 
for they know the way of die Lord, 
the Jaw of their God.” 

But they all alike had broken the 
yoke, 

they had burst the bonds. 

* Therefore a lion from the forest shall 
slay them, 

a wolf from the desert shall destroy 
them. 

A leopard is watching against their 
cities, 

every one who goes out of them 
shall be tom in pieces; 
because their transgressions are 
many, 

their apostasies are great* 

•Hebjyou 


7 “How can I pardon you? 

Your children have forsaken me, 
and have sworn by those who are 
no gods. 

When I fed them to the full, 
they committed adultery 
and trooped to the houses of har¬ 
lots. 

8 They were well-fed lusty stallions, 

each neighing for his neighbour’s 
wife. 

9 Shall I not punish them for these 

things? 

says the Lord; 
and shall I not avenge myself 
on a nation such as this? 

10 “Go up through her vine-rows and 
destroy, 

but make not a full end; 
strip away her branches, 
for they are not the Lord's. 

41 For the house of Israel and die house 
of Judah 

have been utterly faithless to 
me, 

says the Lord. 

12 They have spoken falsely of the 

Lord, 

and have said, ‘He will do nothing;; 
no evil will come upon us, 

nor shall we see sword or famine. 

13 The prophets will become wind; 

the word is not in them. 

Thus shall it be done to them!' ” 

14 Therefore thus says the Lord, the 

God of hosts : 

“Because they* have spoken this 
word, 

behold, I am making my words in 
your mouth a fire, 
and this people wood, and the fire 
shall devour them. 

15 Behold, I am bringing upon you 

a nation from afar, O house of 
Israel, 

says the Lord. 
It is an enduring nation, 
it is an ancient nation, 
a nation whose language you do not 
know, 

nor can you understand what they 
say. 

16 Their quiver is like an open tomb, 

they are all mighty men. 

17 They shall eat up your harvest and 

your food; 
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they shall eat up your sons and then* houses are full of treachery; 
your daughters; therefore they have become great 

they shall eat up your flocks and your and rich, 

herds; 28 they have grown fai: and sleek, 

they shall eat up your vines and They know no bounds In deeds of 
your fig trees; wickedness; 

your fortified cities m which you trust. they judge not with justice 

thev shall destroy with the sword- 92 the cause of the fatherless., to make it 


18 “But even in those days., say>. the 
Lord, I will not make a full end of you. 
19 And when your people say, *Whv has 
the Lord our God done all these thing;., 
to us? 1 you shall say to them, \-V yon 
have forsaken me and served fovei^o 
gods in your land, so you shall serve 
strangers in a land that \$ noi yours r ' 

20 Declare tins in the house of Jacob- 

proclaim it in Judah: 

21 “Hear this, O foolish and senseless 

people* 

who have eyes* but see not., 
who have ears, but hear not 

22 Do you noi fear me? says 'the Lords 

Do you not tremble before me? 

I placed the sand as the bound fox the 
sea, 

a perpetual barrier which k can¬ 
not pass; 

though the waves toss* they cannot 
prevails 

though they roar., they cannot pass 
over it. 

23 But this people has a stubborn and 

rebellious heart; 

they have turned aside, and gone 
away, 

24 They do not say in their hearts., 

‘Let us fear the Lord our God* 
who gives the rain in its season., 
the autumn rain and the spring 
rain, 

and keeps for us 

the weeks appointed tor the har¬ 
vest. 9 

25 Your iniquities have turned these 

away, 

and your sins have kept good fro® 
you. 

26 For wicked men are found among 

my people; 

they lurk like fowlers lying m 
wait./ 

They set a trap; 
they catch men. 

27 Like a basket full of birds* 


prosper. 

and they do not defend the rights 
of the needy 

29 Shall 1 not punish them for ?hese 

things? 

says the Lorn, 
and shall 1 not avenge myself 
on a nation such as this? 5 ' 

30 An appalling and horrible thing: 

has happened in the land; 
the prophets prophesy falsely, 
and the priests rule at then dkec-- 
lion, 

my people love to have it so., 
but what will .you do when the end 
comes? 


5 Flee for safety* O people of Ben¬ 
iamin, 

from the midst of .Jerusalem!! 

Blow the trumpet in Teko'a.. 

and raise a signal on Beih-hac-che^ 


remi 

for evil looms out of the north., 
and great destruction 

2 The comely and delicately bred A will 

destroy* 

the daughter of Zion, 

3 Shepherds with then flocks; shall 

come against hen 
they shall pitch their tents around 
hep 

they shall pasture, each m Ms 
place. 

4 i1 Prepme war against her; 

up, and let us attack at noonf* 
“Woe lo us, for the day declines* 
for the shadows of evening length® 
en!” 


3 ’"Up, and let us attack by nighty 
and destroy her palaces!" 


For thus says the Lord of hosts t 
,r Hew down her trees; 
cast up a siege mound against 
Jerusalem. 

This is the city which must be pun® 
ashed* 


J'Heb uncertain 

SMi U 6.9-10; Mt 13.10-13; Mk 8.17-18. 
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there is nothing but oppression 
within her. 

1 As a well keeps its water fresh. 

so she keep 4 ' fresh her wickedness; 
violence and destruction are heard 
within her; 

sickness and wounds are ever be¬ 
fore me. 

8 Be warned, O Jerusalem, 

lest I be alienated from you; 
lest i make you a desolation, 
an uninhabited land.” 

9 Thus says the Lord of hosts: 

“Glean? thoroughly as a vine 

the remnant of Israel; 
like a grape-gatherer pass your hand 
again 

over its branches.” 

10 To whom shall I speak and give 

warning, 

that they may hear? 

Behold, their ears are closed,* 
they cannot listen: 

behold, the word of the Lord is to 
them an object of scorn, 
they take no pleasure in it. 

51 Therefore I am full of the wrath of 
the Lord; 

I am weary of holding it in. 

‘Tour it out upon the children in the 
street, 

and upon the gatherings of young 
men, also; 

both husband and wife shall be 
taken, 

the old folk and the very aged. 

12 Their houses shall be turned over to 
others, 

their fields and wives together; 
for I will stretch out my hand 

against the inhabitants of the 
land,” 

says the Lord. 

W “For from the least to the greatest of 
them, 

every one is greedy for unjust 
gain; 

and from prophet to priest, 
every one deals falsely. 

M They have healed the wound of my 
people lightly, 
saying, ‘Peace, peace,* 
when there is no peace. 

15 Were they ashamed when they com¬ 
mitted abomination? 

No, they were not at all ashamed; 

? Cn: Heb they shall glean * Heb uncircumcised 

6.16: Mt 11.20. 


JEREMIAH 6 
they did not know how to blush. 
Therefore they shall fall among those 
who fall; 

at the time that I punish them, 
they shall be overthrown,” 

says the Lorn 

56 Thus says the Lord: 

“Stand by the roads, and look, 
and ask for the ancient paths, 
where the good way is; and walk in it, 
and find rest for your souls. 

But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.* 

27 I set watchmen over you, saying, 

"Give heed to the sound of the 
trumpet* 1 

But they said, ‘We will not give 
heed.* 

18 Therefore hear, O nations, 

and know, O congregation, what 
will happen to them. 

19 Hear, O earth; behold, I am bringing 

evil upon this people, 
the fruit of their devices, 
because they have not given heed to 
my words; 

and as for my law, they have re¬ 
jected it. 

20 To what purpose does frankincense 

come to me from Sheba, 
or sweet cane from a distant land? 
Your burnt offerings are not accept¬ 
able, 

nor your sacrifices pleasing to me. 

21 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
‘Behold, I will lay before this people 

stumbling blocks against which 
they shall stumble; 
fathers and sons together, 

neighbour and friend shall 
perish.* ** 

22 Thus says the Lord: 

“Behold, a people is coming from the 
north country, 

a great nation is stirring from the 
farthest parts of the earth. 

23 They lay hold on bow and spear, 

they are cruel and have no mercy? 
the sound of them is like the roar¬ 
ing sea; 

they ride upon horses, 

set in array as a man for battle, 
against you, O daughter of Zion I’* 

24 We have heard the report of it, 

our hands fall helpless; 
anguish has taken hold of us. 



JEREMIAH 6 

pain as of a woman in travail, 

25 Go not forth into the field, 
nor walk on the road; 
for the enemy has a sword, 
terror is on every side. 

:ii O daughter of my people, gird on 
sackcloth, 
and roll in ashes; 

make mourning as for an only son, 
most bitter lamentation; 
for suddenly the destroyer 
will come upon us. 

27 “I have made you an assayer and 

tester among my people, 
that you may know and assay then' 
ways. 

28 They are all stubbornly rebellious, 

going about, with slanders; 
they are bronze and iron, 
all. of them act corruptly. 

29 The bellows blow fiercely, 

the lead .is consumed by the fire;, 
in vain the refining goes on, 
for the wicked are not removed. 

30 Refuse silver they arc called, 

for the Lord has rejected them. 53 

7 The word that came to Jeremiah 
from the Lord: 2 “Stand in the gate 
of the Lord’s house, and proclaim there 
this word, and say. Hear the word o> 
the Lord, ail you. men of Judah who 
enter these gates to worship the Lord. 
3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel, Amend your ways and your 
doings, and I will let you dwell in this 
place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive 
words: ‘This is the. temple of the L ord, 
the temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord, 3 

5 “For if you truly amend your ways 
and your doings, if you truly execute 
iustice one with another, »if you do not 
oppress the alien, the fatherless or the 
widow, or shed innocent blood in tins 
place, and if you do not go after other 
gods to your own hurt, 7 then I will let 
you dwell in this place, in the land that 
I gave of old to your fathers for ever. 

8 “Behold, you trust in deceptive 
words to no avail. 0 Will you steal, mur¬ 
der, commit adultery, swear falsely, 
bum incense to Ba'al, and go after other 
gods that you have not known, 10 and 
then come and stand before me in this 
house, which is called by my name, and 
say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on 
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doing all these abominations? 11 Has 
this house, which is called by my name, 
become a den of robbers in your eyes? 
Behold, \ myself have seen it, says the 
Lord. 12 Go row to my place that was in 
Shiloh, where T made my name dwell at 
first, and see what I did to it tor the 
wickedness of my people Israel. ' l3 And 
now, because you have done alt these 
things, says the Lord, and when I spoke 
to you cersistendy you did net listen, 
and when I called you, you did not 
answer, • 4 therefore 1 wifi do to the 
house which is called by my name, and 
in which you trust, and to the place 
which t gave ?o you and to your fathers, 
as ). did to -Shiloh, i- s And J. will cast you 
out cf my sight, as I cast out all your 
kinsmen, all The offspring of F/phraira, 
16 “As for you, do not pray for this 
people, or lift up cry or prayer for them, 
and do nev intercede with me, for T do 
not hear you. 17 Do you not see what 
they are doing in the cities of Judith and 
in the streets of Jerusalem? v * The 
children gather wood, the fathers kindle 
fire., sr.ci. the women knead dough, to 
make cakes for the Queen of heaven; and 
they pour out drink offerings to other 
gods, to provoke me to anger. 19 Is :it J 
whom they provoke? says thr Lord. Is 
.it not them reives j to them own confu¬ 
sion? Therefore thus says the Lord 
God: Behold, my anger and my wrath 
will be poured out on this place, upon 
man and beast, upon ihe trees of the 
field and the fruit of the ground; it will 
bum and not be quenched, 15 
21 Thus says the I.ord of hosts, the 
God of Israel', “Add your burnt of¬ 
ferings to your sacrifices, and eat the 
flesh. 22 For in the day that I brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, I did not 
speak to your fathers or command them 
concerning burnt offerings and sacri¬ 
fices. 73 But this command I gave them, 
"Obey my voice, and I will be your God, 
and you shall be my people; and walk .in. 
all the way that I command you, that it 
may be well with you.’ 24 But they did 
not obey or incline their ear, but walked 
in their own counsels and the stubborn¬ 
ness of their evil hearts, and went back¬ 
ward mid not forward. 25 From the day 
that your fathers came out of the land 
of Egypt to this day, I have persistently 
sent all my servants the prophets to 
them, day after day; 26 yet they did not 


6.25: Jet 20.3, 10; 46.5; 49.29; Ps 31.13. 7.11: Mt 21.13; Mb 11.17; Lk 19.46. 
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listen to me, or incline their ear, but mains of this evil family in all the places 
stiffened their neck. They did worse where I have driven them, says the 
than their fathers. Lokd of hosts. 

27 “So you shall speak all these 

words to them, but they will not listen 4 “You shall say to them. Thus says 
to you. You shall call ro them, but they the Lord: 

will not answer you, 28 And you shall say When men fall, do they not rise 

to them, ‘This is the nation that did not again? 

obey the voice of the Lord their God, If one turns away, does he not re- 

and did not accept discipline; truth has turn? 

perished; it is cut oft' from their Ups. 5 Why then has this people turned 
Cut off your hair and cast it away; away 

raise a lamentation on the bare in perpetual backsliding? 

heights. They hold fast to deceit, 

for the Lord has rejected and for- they refuse to return. 

saken 6 I have given heed and listened, 

the generation of his wrath.’ but they have not spoken aright; 

30 “For the sons of Judah have done no man repents of his wickedness, 
evil in my sight, says the Lord; they saving, ‘What have I done?' 

have set their abominations in the house Every one turns to his own course, 

which is called by my name, to defile it. like a horse plunging headlong into 

3 1 And they have built the high place* of battle. 

Topheth, which is in the valley of the 7 Even the stork in the heavens 

son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and knows her times; 

their daughters in the fire; which T did and the turtledove, swallow, and 

not command, nor did it come into my crane-' 

mind. 32 Therefore, behold, the days are keep the time of (heir coming; 

coming, says the Lord, when it will no but my people know not 
more be called Topheth, or the valley of the ordinance of the Lord. 
the son of Hinnom, but the valley of 

Slaughter: for they will bury in 8 “How can you say,‘We are wise, 

Topheth, because there is no room else- and the law of the Lord is with 

where. 33 And the dead bodies of this us’? 

people will be food for the birds of the But, behold, the false pen of the 

air, and for the beasts of the earth; and scribes 

none will frighten them away. -HAnd I has made it into a lie. 

will make to cease from the cities of 9 The wise men shall be put to shame, 

Judah and from the streets of Jerusalem they shall be dismayed and taken; 

the. voice of mirth and the voice of glad- lo, they have rejected the word of the 

ness, the voice of the bridegroom and Lord, 

the voice of the bride; for the land shall ^ and what wisdom is in them? 

become a waste. i0 therefore I will give their wives to 

8 “At that time, says the Lord, the others 

bones of the kings of Judah, the and their fields to conquerors, 

bones of its princes, the bones of the because from the least to the greatest 

priests, the bones of the prophets, and every one is greedy for unjust 

the bones of the inhabitants of Jeru- gain; 

salem shall be brought out of their from prophet to priest 
tombs; 2 and they shall be spread before every one deals falsely, 

the sun and the moon and all the host 11 They have healed the wound of my 
of heaven, which they have loved and people lightly, 

served, which they have gone after, and saying, ‘Peace, peace,* 

which they have sought and worshipped; when there is no peace, 

and they shall not be gathered or 12 Were they ashamed when they com- 
buried; they shall be as dung on the sur- mitted abomination? 

face of the ground. 3 Death shall be pre- No, they were not at all ashamed; 

ferred to life by all the remnant that rc- they did not know how to blush. 

* Gk Tg: Hcb high placu i The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 
7.34: Rev 18.23. 
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Therefore they shall fall among the 
fallen; 

when I punish them* they shall be 
overthrown, 

says the Lorn, 

13 When I would gather them, says the 

Lord* 

there are no grapes on the vine* 
nor figs on the fig tree; 

even the leaves are withered, 

and what I gave them has passed 
away from them.”*’ 

14 Why do we sit still? 

Gather together, let us go into the 
fortified cities 
and perish there., 

for the Lord our God has doomed m 
to perish, 

and has given us poisoned water so 
drink, 

because we have sinned against the 
Lord. 

35 We looked for peace, but no good 
came, 

for a time of healing, but behold, 
terror. 


21 For the wound of the daughter of my 

people is my heart wounded, 

I mourn, and dismay has taken 
hold on me. 

22 is there no balm in Gilead? 

Is there no physician there? 

Why then has the health, of the 
daughter of my people 
not been restored? 
m 0 that my head were waters, 
and my eyes a fountain of tears., 
that I might weep day and night 
for the slain of the daughter of my 
people! 

2n 0 that 1 had in the desert, 
a wayfarers'’ lodging place, 
that I might leave my people 
and go away from them! 

For they arc all adulterers, 
a company of treacherous men. 

3 They bend their tongue like a bows 
falsehood and not truth has grown 
strong 0 in the land; 
for they proceed from evil to evil, 
and they do not know me, says the 
Lord. 


36 “The snorting of their horses is 
heard from Dan ; 

at the sound of the neighing of 
their stallions 
the whole land quakes. 

They come and devour the laud and 
ail that fills it, 

the city and those who dwell in it. 

17 For behold, I em sending among you 

serpents, 

adders which cannot be charmed, 
and they shall bite you, 59 

says the Lord. 

18 My grief is beyond healing, 2 

my heart is sick within me. 

19 Hark, the cry of the daughter of my 

people 

from the length and breadth of the 
land: 

*Ts the Lord not in Zion? 

Is her King not in her?” 

4< Why have they provoked me to 
anger with their graven images, 
and with their foreign idols?” 

20 ‘‘The harvest is past, the summer is 

ended, 

and we are not saved. 5 * 


* Let every one beware of his neighbour, 
and put no trust in any brother; 
for even; brother is a supplanter, 
and every neighbour goes about as 
a slanderer. 

3 Every one deceives his neighbour, 
and no one speaks the truth; 
they have taught their tongue to speak 
lies; 

they commit iniquity and are too 
weary to repent .v 

6 Heaping oppression upon oppression, 

and deceit upon deceit, 
they refuse to know me, says the 
Lord. 

7 Therefore thus says the Lord of 

hosts : 

“Behold, I will refine them and test 
them, 

for what else can I do, because of 
my people? 

8 Their tongue is a deadly arrow; 

it speaks deceitfully; 
with his mouth each speaks peace¬ 
ably to his neighbour, 
but in his heart he plans an ambush 
for him. 


n Ch 9.1 in Heb 


* Heb uncertain 

1 Cn Compare Gk: Heb uncertain m Ch 8.23 in Heb 

0 Ok: Heb and not for truth they have grovm strong P Cn Compare Gk: Heb your dwelling 
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9 Shall I nor punish them for these We are utterly shamed, 

things? says the Lord; because we have left the land, 

and shall I no;: avenge myself because they have cast down our 

on a nation such as this? dwellings. 1 ::s 


' l0 “Take up* weeping and wailing for 
the mountains. 

and a lamentation for the pastures 
of the wilderness, 

because they are laid waste so that 
no one passes through, 
and the lowing of cattle is not 
heard; 

both the birds of the air and the 
beasts 

have lied and are gone, 
d I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, 
a lair of iackals; 

and \ will make the cities of Judah 
a desolation, 
without inhabitant.” 

12 Who is the man so wise that he 
can understand this? To whom has the 
mouth of the Lord spoken, that he may 
declare it? Why is the laud ruined and 
laid waste like a wilderness, so that no 
one passes through? l *And the Loro 
says: “Because they have forsaken ray 
iaw which I set before them, and have 
nor obeyed my voice, or walked in ac¬ 
cord with it, 14 but have stubbornly fol¬ 
lowed their own hearts and have gone 
after the Ba als, as their lathers taught 
them. 15 Therefore thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, 1 
will iced this people with wormwood, 
and give them poisonous water to drink. 
10 I will scatter them among the nations 
whom neither they nor their fathers 
have known; and I will send the sword 
after them, until I have consumed 
them.” 

17 Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
“Consider, and call for the mourning 

women to come; 

send for the skilful women to 
come; 

18 let them make haste and raise a wail¬ 

ing over us, 

that our eyes may run down with 
tears, 

and our eyelids gush with water. 

19 For a sound of wauling is heard from 

Zion: 

‘How we are ruined! 

* Gk Syr: Heb I will take up 

0.24: 1 Cor 1.31; 2 Cor 10.17. 0.28: Acts 7.51. 


70 Hear, O women, the word of the 
Lord, 

and let your ear receive the word of 
his mouth; 

teach to your daughters a lament, 
and each to her neighbour a dirge. 
2i For death has come up into our win¬ 
dows, 

it has entered our palaces, 
cutting off the children from the 
streets 

and the young men from the 
squares. 

72 Sneak, “Thus says the Lord: 

‘The dead bodies of men shall fail 
like dung upon the open field, 
like sheaves after the reaper, 
and none shall gather them,'’ ” 

23 Thus says the Lord : “Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, let not 
the mighty man glory in his might, lei: 
not the rich man glory in his riches; 
24 but let him who glories glory in this, 
that he understands and knows me, 
that I am the Lord who practise stead¬ 
fast love, justice, and righteousness in 
the earth; for in these tilings T delight, 
says the Lord.” 

25 “Behold, the days are coming, says 
the Lord, when l will punish all those 
Who are circumcised but yet undreum- 
cised— 26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, the sons 
of Ammon, Moab, and all who dwell in 
the desert that cut the comers of their 
hair; for all these nations are uncircum¬ 
cised, and all the house of Israel is un¬ 
circumcised in heart.” 

•| A Hear the word which the Lord 
Iv speaks to you, O house of Israel. 

2 Thus says the Lord: 

“Learn not the way of the nations, 
nor be dismayed at the signs of die 
heavens 

because the nations are dismayed 
at them, 

3 for the customs of the peoples are 

false. 

A tree from the forest is cut down, 
and worked with an axe by the 
hands of a craftsman. 
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4 Men deck it with silver and gold; 

they fasten it with hammer and 
nails 

so that it cannot move. 

5 Their idols r are like scarecrows in a 

cucumber field, 
and they cannot speak; 
they have to be carried, 
for they cannot walk. 

Be not afraid of them, 
for they cannot do evil, 
neither is it in them to do good.” 

<5 There is none like thee, O Lord; 
thou art great, and thy name is 
great in might. 

7 Who would not fear thee. O King 

of the nations? 

For this is thy due; 
for among all the wise ones of the 
nations 

and in all their kingdoms 
there is none like thee. 

8 They are both stupid and foolish; 

the instruction of idols is but wood 1 

9 Beaten silver is brought from Tar- 

shish, 

and gold from Uphaz. 

They are the work of the craftsman 
and of the hands of the gold¬ 
smith; 

their clothing is violet and purple; 
they are all the work of skilled men. 

10 But the Lord is the true God; 

he is the living God and the ever¬ 
lasting King. 

At his wrath the earth quakes, 

and the nations cannot endure his 
indignation. 

11 Thus shall you say to them: “The 
gods who did not make the heavens and 
the earth shall perish from the earth and 
from under the heavens.”® 

12 It is he who made the earth by his 

power, 

who established the world by his 
wisdom, 

and by his understanding stretched 
out the heavens. 

13 When he utters his voice there is a 

tumult of waters in the heavens, 
and he makes the mist rise from the 
ends of the earth. 

He makes lightnings for the rain, 
and he brings forth the wind from 
his storehouses. 

9 Hcb They 9 This verse 18 in Ara mai c 


14 Every man is stupid and without 
knowledge; 

every goldsmith is put to shame by 
his idols; 

for his images are false, 

and there is no breath in them. 
They are worthless, a work of delu¬ 
sion; 

at the time of their punishment 
they shall perish. 

*6 Not like these is he who is the portion 
of Jacob, 

for he is the one who formed all 
things, 

and Israel is the tribe of his in¬ 
heritance; 

the Lord of hosts is his name. 

17 Gather up your bundle from the 

ground, 

O you who dwell under siege! 

18 For thus says the Lord: 

“Behold, I am slinging out the in¬ 
habitants of the land 

at this time, 

and I will bring distress on them, 
that they may fed it.” 

1 9 Woe is me because of my hurt! 

My wound is grievous. 

But I said, “Truly this is an afflic¬ 
tion, 

and I must bear it.” 

20 My tent is destroyed, 

and all my cords are broken; 
my children have gone from me, 
and they are not; 

there is no one to spread my tent 
again, 

and to set up my curtains. 

21 For the shepherds are stupid, 

and do not inquire of the Lord; 
therefore they have not prospered, 
and ail their flock is scattered. 

22 Hark, a rumour I Behold, it comes!— 

a great commotion out of the north 
country 

to make the cities of Judah a desola¬ 
tion, 

a lair of jackals. 

23 I know, O Lord, that the way of man 

is not in himself, 

that it is not in man who walks to 
direct his steps. 

24 Correct me, O Lord, but in just 

measure; 
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not in thy anger, lest thou bring 
me to nothing. 

25 Pour out thy wrath upon the nations 
that know thee not, 
and upon the peoples that call not 
on thy name; 

for they have devoured Jacob; 

they have devoured him and con¬ 
sumed him, 

and have laid waste his habitation. 

n The word that came to Jere¬ 
miah from the Lord: 2 “Hear the 
words of this covenant, and speak to 
the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 3 You shall say to them. 
Thus says the Lord, die God of Israel r 
Cursed be the man who does not heed 
the words of this covenant 4 which X 
commanded your fathers when J 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
from the iron furnace, saying, listen to 
my voice, and do ail that .1 command 
you. So shall vou be my people, and X 
will be your God, * that J. may perform 
the oath which 1 swore to your fathers, 
to give them a land flowing with milk 
and honey, as at this day. 55 Then I 
answered, “So be it. Lord. 99 

6 And the Lord said to me, “Pro¬ 
claim ail these words in ihe cities of 
Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem; 
Hear the words of this covenant and 
do them. 7 For I solemnly warned your 
fathers when I brought them up out of 
the land of Egypt, warning them per¬ 
sistently, even to this day, saying. Obey 
my voice. 8 Yet they did uoc obey or in¬ 
cline their ear, but every one walked in 
the stubbornness of his evil heart. 
Therefore I brought upon them all the 
words of this covenant, which J com¬ 
manded them to do, but they did not.” 

9 Again the L.ord said to me, “There 
is revolt among the men of Judah, and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. i0 They 
have turned back to the iniquities of 
their forefathers, who refused to hear 
my words; they have gone after other 
gods to serve them; the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah have broken my 
covenant which I made with their 
fathers. 11 Therefore, thus says the 
Lord, Behold, I am bringing evil upon 
them which they cannot escape; though 
they cry to me, I will not listen to them. 

4 Gk: Heb many 

10.25: 1 Thess 4.5; Rev 16.1. 


12 Then the cities of Judah and the in¬ 
habitants of Jerusalem will go and cry 
to the gods to whom they burn incense* 
but they cannot save them in the time of 
their trouble. 13 For your gods have, 
become as many as your cities, O Judah; 
and as many as the streets of Jerusalem 
are the altars you have set up to shame, 
altars to bum incense to Ba al. 

14 “Therefore do not pray for this 
people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their 
behalf, for 1 will not listen when they 
call to me in the time of their trouble. 
15 What right has my beloved in my 
house, when she has done vile deeds? 
Can vows' and sacrificial flesh avert, 
your doom? Can you then exult? The 
Lord once called you, C A green olive 
tree, fair with goodly fruit 5 ; but with the 
roar of a great tempest he will set fire to 
it, and its branches will be consumed. 
37 The L.ord of hosts, who planted you* 
has pronounced evil against you, be¬ 
cause of the evil which the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah have 
done, provoking me to anger by burning 
incense to Br/ai.” 

18 The Lord made it known to me and 

I knew; 

then thou didst show me their evftl 
deeds. 

39 But 1 was like a gentle lamb 
led to the slaughter. 

I did not know* it was against me 
they devised schemes, saying, 

“Let us destroy the tree with its 
fruit, 

let us cut him off from the land of 
the living, 

that his name be remembered no 

more.” 

20 But, O Lord of hosts, who judgesS 
righteously, 

who triest the heart and the mind, 
let me see thy vengeance upon them* 
for to thee have 1 committed my 
cause. 

21 Therefore thus says the Lord con¬ 
cerning the men of An'athoth, who seek 
your life, and say. “Do not prophesy in 
the name of the Lord, or you will die 
by our hand”— 22 therefore thus says 
the Lord of hosts: “Behold, I will pun¬ 
ish them; the young men shall die by 
the sword; their sons and their daugh¬ 
ters shall, die by famine; 23 and none of 
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them shall be left. For I will bring evil 
upon the men of An'athoth, the year of 
their punishment.” 

*J ey Righteous art thou, O Lord, 
kL when I complain to thee; 

yet I would plead my case before 
thee. 

Why does the way of the wicked 
prosper? 

Why do all who are treacherous 
thrive? 

2 Thou plantest them, and they take 
root; 

they grow and bring forth fruit; 
thou art near in their mouth 
and far from their hearfc. 

^ But thou, O Lord, knowest me; 
thou seest me, and triest my mind 
toward thee. 

Pull them out like sheep for the 
slaughter, 

and set them apart for the day of 
slaughter. 

4 How long will the land mourn, 

and the grass of every field wither? 
For the wickedness of those who 
dwell in it 

the beasts and the birds are swept 
away, 

because men said, “He will not see 
our latter end.” 

5 “If you have raced with men on 

foot, and they have wearied 
you, 

how will you compete with horses? 
And if in a safe land you fall down, 
how will you do in the jungle of the 
Jordan? 

6 For even your brothers and the house 

of your father, 

even they have dealt treacherously 
with you; 

they are in full cry after you; 
believe them not, 

though they speak fair words to 
you.” 

7 “I have forsaken my house, 

I have abandoned my heritage; 

I have given the beloved of my soul 
into the hands of her enemies. 

8 My heritage has become to me 

like a lion in the forest, 
she has lifted up her voice against 
me; 

therefore I hate her. 

* Heb your 


v Is my heritage to me like a speckled 
bird of prey? 

Are the birds of prey against her 
round about? 

Go, assemble all the wild beasts; 
bring them to devour. 

10 Many shepherds have destroyed my 

vineyard, 

they have trampled down my por¬ 
tion, 

they have made my pleasant portion 
a desolare wilderness, 

11 They have made it a desolation; 

desolate, it mourns to me. 

The whole land is made desolate, 
but no man lays it to heart. 

12 Upon all the bare heights in the 

desert 

destroyers have come; 
for the sword of the Lord devours 
from one end of the land to the 
other; 

no flesh has peace. 

13 They have sown wheat and have 

reaped thorns, 

they have tired themselves out but 
profit nothing. 

They shall be ashamed of their" 
harvests 

because of the fierce anger of the 
Lord.” 

14 Thus says the Lord concerning 
all my evil neighbours who touch the 
heritage which I have given my people 
Israel to inherit: “Behold, I will pluck 
them up from their land, and I will 
pluck up the house of Judah from 
among them. 15 And after I have plucked 
them up, I will again have compassion 
on them, and I will bring them again 
each to his heritage and each to his land. 
16 And it shall come to pass, if they will 
diligently learn the ways of my people, to 
swear by my name, ‘As the Lord lives/ 
even as they taught my people to swear 
by Ba'al, then they shall be built up in 
the midst of my people. 17 But if any 
nation will not listen, then I will utterly 
pluck it up and destroy it, says the 
Lord.” 

B Thus said the Lord to me, 
“Go and buy a linen waist- 
cloth, and put it on your loins, and do 
not dip it in water.” 2 So I bought a 
waistcloth according to the word of the 
Lord, and put it on my loins. 3 And the 
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word of the Lord came to me a second 
time s 4 " 'Take the waistcloth which you 
have bought* which is upon your loins* 
and arise* go to the Eu- pin a tes, and 
hide it there in a cte ft of the rock. ” 5 So 
\ went* and md it by the Eu-phrates^ 
as the Lord commanded me, V\nd 
after many days the Lord said to me. 
''Arise* go to the Lu-oh- a >rs. and take, 
from there the waistcloth which \ com¬ 
manded you to hiae there,"' 1 Then 1 
'vent to the Eu-phra^es, and clog, and I 
iook the waistcloth from the place 
•vhere I had hidden it. And behold, the 
waistcloth was spoiled: ii was good for 

• sothing, 

8 Then the word of th.e Lord came 
fo me: 9 " Thus says the Lord: Even so 
•dll 1 spoil the pride of luciah and the 
>:reat pride of Jerusalem, 10 This evil 
'eople, who refuse to hear my words* 
ho stubbornly follow their own heart 
end have gone after other gods to serve 
hem and worship them, shall be like 
mis waistcloth, which is good fo> noth¬ 
ing,, 11 For as the waistcloth chugs, to the 
loins of a man, so I made th.e whole 
i >ouse of Israel and the whole house of 
udah ding to me, says the Lord, that 
hey might be. for me a people* a name* 
praise* and a glory* but they would not 
bsten, 

12 “You shall speak to them this 
word: ‘Thus says the Lord* the God of 
Israel* “Every jar shall be tilled with 
wane.”’ And they will say to you, T>o 
we not indeed know that every is* will 
be filled with wine?’ 13 Then you shall 
say to them, 'Thus says the Lord: 
Behold, I will fill with drunkenness all 
the inhabitants of this land: the kings 
who sit on David’s throne, the priests* 
the prophets, and till the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem. 14 And I will dash them one 
against another, fathers and sons to¬ 
gether, says the Lord. I will uot pity or 
spare or have compassion, that I should 
not destroy them.’ ” 

is Hear and give ear; be not proud, 
for the Lord has spoken 
W Give glory to the Lord your God 
before he brings darkness, 

before your feet stumble 
on the twilight mountains, 

and while you look for light 
he turns it into gloom 

* Gk Syr Vg: Heb obscure w Heb them 


and makes it deep darkness, 

17 But if you will nor listen* 

my sou! will weep in secret for yout 
pride; 

my eyes will weep bitterly and tun 
down with tears, 

because the Lord’s flock has been 
taken captive. 

$ Say to the king and the QUtiffift 
mother * 

“Take a lowly seat* 
for yom beautiful crown 

has come down from youv head."* 

15 The cities of the Negeb are shut up, 
with none \o open them; 
all Judah is taken into exile, 
wholly taken into exile. 

•0 “Lin up yout eyes and see 

those who come from the north. 
Where is 'be flock that was given you* 
youi beautiful flock? 

-i What will you say when they set as 
head <'ver you 

those whom yon yourself have 
iaught 

to be friends to you? 

Wu! rtoi oangs take hold of you, 
like those of a woman in. travail? 

72 Ana if yen say in your heart* 

''Why have these things come) upon 
me?* 

It is for the greatness of yout iniquity 
that yout* skirts arc lifted up, 
and you suffer violence 
• 3 Can the Ethiopian change his skitt 
or the leopard his spots? 

Then also you can do good 
who are accustomed to do evil. 

’ 4 I will scatter you 1 ’-* like chad 

driven by the wind from the 
desert- 

75 This is your lot. 

the portion I have measured out to 
you, says the Lord* 
because you have forgotten me 
and trusted in lies, 

2t% l myself will lift up your skirts over 
your face, 

and your shame wilt be seen, 

W 1 have seen your abominations, 
your adulteries and neighingSp 
your lewd harlotries, 
on the hills in the field. 

Woe to you, O Jerusalem \ 

How long will it be 
before you are made dean?* 1 
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M The word of the Lord which 
came to Jeremiah concerning the 
drought: 

2 “Judah mourns 

and her gates languish; 
her people lament on the ground, 
and the cry of Jerusalem goes up, 

3 Her nobles send their servants for 
water; 

they come to the cisterns, 
they find no water, 

they return with their vessels 
empty; 

they are ashamed and confounded 
and cover their heads. 

4 Because of the ground which is dis¬ 
mayed, 

since there is no rain on the land, 
the farmers are ashamed, 
they cover their heads. 

5 Even the hind in die field forsakes 
her newborn calf 
because there is no grass. 

<5 The wild asses stand on the bare 
heights, 

they pant for air like jackals; 
their eyes fail 

because there is no herbage. 

7 “Though our iniquities testify against 
us, 

act, O Lord, for thy name’s sake; 
for our backslidings are many, 
we have sinned against thee. 

8 O thou hope of Israel, 

its saviour in time of trouble, 
why shouldst thou be like a stranger 
in the land, 

like a wayfarer who turns aside to 
tarry for a night? 

9 Why shouldst thou be like a man 
confused, 

like a mighty man who cannot 
save? 

Yet thou, O Lord, art in the midst of 
us, 

and we are called by thy name; 
leave us not.” 


Rejection of Judah 

11 The Lord said to me: “Do not 
pray for the welfare of this people. 
12 Though they fast, l will not hear 
their cry, and though they offer burnt 
offering and cereal offering, I will not 
accept them; but 1 will consume them 
by the sword, by famine, and by 
pestilence,” 

13 Then I said: “Ah, Lord God, 
behold, the prophets say to them, 'You 
shall not see the sword, nor shall you 
have famine, but I will give you assured 
peace in this placed 99 114 And the Lord 
said to me: “The prophets are proph¬ 
esying lies in my name; I did not send 
them, nor did I command them or 
speak to them. They are prophesying to 
you a lying vision, worthless divination, 
and the deceit of their own minds 
15 Therefore thus says the Lord con¬ 
cerning the prophets who prophesy in 
my name although X did not send them, 
and who say, ‘Sword and famine shall 
not come on this land*: By sword and 
famine those prophets shall be con¬ 
sumed. 16 And the people to whom they 
prophesy shall be cast out in the streets 
of Jerusalem, victims of famine and 
sword, with none to bury them—them, 
their wives, their sons, and their 
daughters. For X will pour out their 
wickedness upon them. 

17 “You shall say to them this word: 
‘Let my eyes run down with tears 

night and day, 
and let them not cease, 
for the virgin daughter of my people 
is smitten with a great wound, 
with a very grievous blow. 

18 If I go out into the field, 

behold, those slain by the sword 1 
And if I enter the city, 

behold, the diseases of famine! 

For both prophet and priest ply their 
trade through the land, 
and have no knowledge/ ” 


10 Thus says the Lord concerning this 
people: 

“They have loved to wander thus, 
they have not restrained their feet; 
therefore the Lord does not accept 
them, 

now he will remember their in¬ 
iquity 

and punish their sins.” 

14.12: Rev 6.8. 


19 Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? 

Does thy soul loathe Zion? 

Why hast thou smitten us 

so that there is no healing for us? 
We looked for peace, but no good 
came; 

for a time of healing, but behold, 
terror. 

20 We acknowledge our wickedness, O 

Lord, 
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and the iniquity of our fathers, 
for we have sinned against thee* 

2* Do not spurn us, for thy name’s sake; 
do not dishonour thy glorious 
throne; 

remember and do not break thy 
covenant with us. 

22 Are there any among the false gods of 
the nations that can bring rain? 

Or can the heavens give showers? 

.Art thou not he, O Lord our God? 

We set our hope on thee, 
for thou doest all these things. 

■Vi c Then the Lord said to me, 

J1J> “Though Moses and Samuel 
stood before me, yet my heart would not 
turn toward this people. Send them out 
of my sight, and let them go! 2 And 
when they ask you, ‘Where shall we go?' 
you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the: 
Lord : 

“Those who are for pestilence, to 
pestilence, 

and those who are for the sword* 
to the sword; 

those who are for famine, to famine, 
and those who are for captivity, 
to captivity.'” s 

3 “I will appoint over them four kinds 
of destroyers, says the Lord*, the sword 
to slay, the dogs to tear, and the birds of 
the air and the beasts of the earth to de¬ 
vour and destroy, 4 And X will make 
them a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth because of what Manas seh the 
son of Hezeki'ah, king of Judah, did in 
Jerusalem. 

3 “Who will have pity on you, O Jeru¬ 
salem, 

or who will bemoan you? 

Who will turn aside 

to ask about your welfare? 

* You have rejected me, says the Lord, 
you keep going backward; 
so I have stretched out my hand 
against you and destroyed you;— 

I am weary of relenting. 

7 1 have winnowed them with a win¬ 
nowing fork 

in the gates of the land; 

X have bereaved them, I have de¬ 
stroyed my people; 
they did not turn from their ways. 

8 1 have made their widows more in 
number 

than the sand of the seas; 

x Gk Old Latin: Heb the Lord raid y Ca: Heb obscure 
15.2: Rev 13.10. 
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X have brought against the mothers of 
young men 

a destroyer at noonday; 

I have made anguish and terror 
fall upon them suddenly. 

0 She who bore seven has languished; 
she has swooned away; 
her sun went down while it was yet 
day; 

she has been shamed and dis¬ 
graced. 

And the rest of them X will give to the 
sword 

before their enemies, 

says the Lord. 5 ’ 

10 Woe is me, my mother, that you 
bore me, a man of strife and contention 
to the whole land! I have not lent, nor 
have X borrowed, yet all of them curse 
me. 11 So let it be, O Lord, "' if i have 
not entreated^ thee for their good, if 1 
have not pleaded with thee on behalf of 
the enemy in the time of trouble and in 
the time of distress! Can one break 
iron, iron from the north, and bronze? 

13 “Your wealth and your treasures 
X will give as spoil, without price, for all 
your sins, throughout all your territory. 

14 X will make you serve your enemies in 
a land which you do not know 7 , for in 
my anger a fire is kindled which shall 
burn for ever.” 

15 O Lord, thou knowest; 

remember me and visit me, 
and take vengeance for me on my 
persecutors. 

in thy forbearance take me not away; 
know that for thy sake I bear re¬ 
proach. 

36 Thy words were found, and X ate 
them, 

and thy words became to me a joy 
and the delight of my heart; 
for I am called by thy name, 

Q Lord, God of hosts. 

* 7 1 did not sit in the company of 
merrymakers, 
nor did X rejoice; 

J sat alone, because thy hand was 
upon me, 

for thou hadst filled me with in¬ 
dignation. 

18 Why is my pain unceasing, 
my wound incurable, 
refusing to be healed? 
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Wilt thou be to me like a deceitful 
brook, 

like waters that fail? 

19 Therefore thus says the Lord; 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not 
what is worthless, 
you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

but you shall not turn to them. 

20 And I will make you to this people 

a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, 

but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you 

to save you and deliver you, 

says the Lord. 

21 I will deliver you out of the hand of 

the wicked, 

and redeem you from the grasp of 
the ruthless.” 

"I The word of the Lord came to 
J.O me: 2 ‘‘You shall not take a wife, 
nor shall you have sons or daughters in 
this place. 3 For thus says the Lord con¬ 
cerning the sons and daughters who are 
born in this place, and concerning the 
mothers who bore them and the fathers 
who begot them in this land: 4 They 
shall die of deadly diseases. They shall 
not be lamented, nor shall they be 
buried; they shall be as dung on the 
surface of the ground. They shall perish 
by the sword and by famine, and 
their dead bodies shall be food for the 
birds of the air and for the beasts of 
the earth. 

5 “For thus says the Lord: Do not 
enter the house of mourning, or go to 
lament, or bemoan them; for I have 
taken away my peace from this people, 
says the Lord, my steadfast love and 
mercy. 6 Both great and small shall die 
in this land; they shall not be buried, 
and no one shall lament for them or cut 
himself or make himself bald for them. 

2 No one shall break bread for the 
mourner, to comfort him for the dead; 
nor shall any one give him the cup of 
consolation to drink for his father or his 
mother. 8 You shall not go into the 
house of feasting to sit with them, to eat 
and drink. 9 For thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will 
make to cease from this place, before 

* Gk; Heb And first 16.«s Jcr 7.34; 25.10; Rev 18.23. 


Complete ruin of Judah 
your eyes and in your days, the voice of 
mirth and the voice of gladness, the 
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of 
the bride. 

10 “And when you tell this people all 
these words, and they say to you, ‘Why 
has the Lord pronounced all this great 
evil against us? What is our iniquity? 
What is the sin that we have com¬ 
mitted against the Lord our God?' 
11 then you shall say to them: ‘Because 
your fathers have forsaken me, says the 
Lord, and have gone after other gods 
and have served and worshipped them, 
and have forsaken me and have not kept 
my law, 13 and because you have done 
worse than your fathers, for behold, 
every one of you follows his stubborn 
evil will, refusing to listen to me; 
13 therefore I will hurl you out of this 
land into a land which neither you nor 
your fathers have known, and there you 
shall serve other gods day and night, for 
I will show you no favour/ 

14 “Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the Lord, when it shall 
no longer be said, ‘As the Lord lives 
who brought up the people of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt/ 1S but ‘As the 
Lord lives who brought up the people 
of Israel out of the north country and 
out of all the countries where he had 
driven them/ For I will bring them 
back to their own land which I gave to 
their fathers. 

16 “Behold, I am sending for many 
fishers, says the Lord, and they shall 
catch them; and afterwards I will send 
for many hunters, and they shall hunt 
them from every mountain and every 
hill, and out of the clefts of the rocks. 
17 For my eyes are upon all their ways; 
they are not hid from me, nor is their 
iniquity concealed from my eyes. 
18 And 2 I will doubly recompense their 
iniquity and their sin, because they have 
polluted my land with the carcasses of 
their detestable idols, and have filled 
my inheritance with their abomina¬ 
tions.” 

19 O Lord, my strength and my strong¬ 
hold, 

my refuge in the day of trouble, 
to thee shall the nations come 
from the ends of the earth and say: 
“Our fathers have inherited naught 
but lies. 


680 
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worthless things in which there is and try the heart, 

no profit, to give to every man according to his 

20 Can man make for himself gods? ways. 

Such are no gods!” according to the fruit of his do¬ 

ings.” 

21 “Therefore, behold, I will make 

them know, tins once I will make them 11 Like the partridge that gathers a 
know my power and my might, and they brood which she did not hatch, 

shall know that my name is the Lord.” so is he who gets riches but not by 

right; 

'iHf “The sin of Judah is written in the midst of his days they will leave 

JL / with a pen of iron; with a point of him, 

diamond it is engraved on the tablet of and at his end he will be a fool, 
their heart, and on the horns of their 

altars. 2 while their children remember 12 A glorious throne set on high from 

their altars and their Ashe rim, beside the beginning 

every green tree, and on the high hills, is the place of our sanctuary. 

3 on the mountains in the open country. 13 O Lord, the hope of Israel, 

Your wealth and all your treasures I will all who forsake thee shall be put to 
give for spoil as the price of your sin fl shame; 

throughout all your territory. 4 You those who turn away from thee 0 
shall loosen your hand* from your shall be written in the earth, 

heritage which I gave to you, and I will for they have forsaken the Lord, 

make you serve your enemies in a land the fountain of living water, 

which you do not know, for in my anger 

a fire is kindled which shall burn fur 14 Hea! me, O Lord, and I shall be 
ever.” healed; 

save me, and I shall be saved; 

5 Thus says the Lord : for thou art my praise, 

“Cursed is the man who trusts in 35 Behold, they say to me, 

man “Where is the word of the Lord? 

and makes flesh his arm. Let it come!” 

whose heart turns away from the 16 I have not pressed thee to send evil. 
Lord, nor have I desired the day of dis~ 

6 He is like a shrub in the desert, aster, 

and shall not see any good come. thou kriowest; 

He shall dwell in the parched places that which came out of my lips 
of the wilderness, was before thy face, 

in an uninhabited salt land. 37 Be not a terror to me; 

thou art my refuge in the day of 

7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the evil. 

Lord, 18 Let those be put to shame who per- 

whose trust is the Lord. secute me, 

8 He is like a tree planted by water, but let me not be put to shame; 

that sends out its roots by the let them be dismayed, 

stream, but let me not be dismayed; 

and does not fear when heat comes,. bring upon them the day of evil; 

for its leaves remain green, destroy them with double destruc- 

and is not anxious in the year of tion! 

drought, 

for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 19 Thus said the Lord to me: “Go 

and stand in the Benjamin* Gate, by 

9 The heart is deceitful above all which the kings of Judah enter and by 

things, which they go out, and in all the gates 

and desperately corrupt; of Jerusalem, 20 and say: ‘Hear the 

who can understand it? word of the Lord, you kings of Judah, 

10 “I the Lord search the mind and all Judah, and all the inhabitants of 

° Cn: Heb your highplaces for sin * Cn: Heb and in you c Heb me d Cn: Heb sons of people 
17.7-8: Ps 1.1-3. 17.10: Ps 62.12; Rev 2.23; 22.12. 
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Jerusalem, who enter by these gates. 

Thus says the Lord: Take heed for 
the sake of your lives, and do not bear a 
burden on the sabbath day or bring it 
in by the gates of Jerusalem, 22 And do 
not carry a burden out of your houses 
on the sabbath or do any work, but keep 
the sabbath day holy, as I commanded 
your fathers. 23 Yet they did not listen 
or incline their ear, but stiffened their 
neck, that they might not hear and re¬ 
ceive instruction. 

24 “ ‘But if you listen to me, says 
the Lord, and bring in no burden by 
the gates of this city on the sabbath day 3 
but keep the sabbath day holy and do no 
work on it, 25 then there shall enter by 
the gates of this dry kings® who sit on 
the throne of David, riding in chariots 
and on horses, they and their princes, 
the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem.; and this city shall be in¬ 
habited for ever. 26 And people shall 
come from the tities of Judah and the 

E laces round about Jerusalem, from the 
ind of Benjamin, from the Shephe'lah, 
from the hill country, and from the 
Negeb, bringing burnt offerings raid 
sacrifices, cereal offerings and frankin¬ 
cense, and bringing thank offerings to 
the house of the Lord. 27 But if you do 
not listen to me, to keep the sabbath day 
holy, and not to bear a burden and enter 
by the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath 
day, then I will kindle a fire in its gates, 
and it shall devour the palaces of Jeru¬ 
salem and shall not be quenched. 5 55 

ilO The word that came to Jere- 
JLO miah from the Lord: 2 “Arise, 
and go down to the potter's house, and 
there I will let you hear my words.** 3 So 
I went down to the potter’s house, and 
there he was working at his wheel. 4 And 
the vessel he was making of clay was 
spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he re¬ 
worked it into another vessel, as it 
seemed good to the potter to do. 

5 Then the word of the Lord came 
to me: 6 “O house of Israel, can I not 
do with you as this potter has done? says 
the Lord. Behold, like the clay in the 
potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O 
house of Israel. 7 If at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a. kingdom, that 
I will pluck up and break down and 


The potter and the clay 
destroy it, 8 and if that nation, con¬ 
cerning which I have spoken, turns 
from its evil, I will repent of the evil 
that I intended to do to it. 9 And if at any 
time I declare concerning a nation or a 
kingdom that I will build and plant it, 
10 and if it does evil in my sight, not 
listening to my voice, then I will repent 
of the good which I had intended to do 
to it. if Now, therefore, say to the men 
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru¬ 
salem : ‘Thus says the Lord, Behold, I 
am shaping evil against you and devis¬ 
ing a plan against you. Return, every 
one from his evil way, and amend your 
ways and your doings.’ 

12 “But they say, 'That is in vain! 
We will follow our own plans, and 
will every one act according to the stub¬ 
bornness of his evil heart.’ 

’ i3 “Therefore thus says the Lord: 

Ask among the nations, 
who has heard the like of this? 

The virgin Israel 
has done a very horrible thing. 

M Does the snow* of Lebanon leave 
the crags of Sirion?/ 

Do the mountain® waters run dry,* 
the cold flowing streams? 

^ But my people have forgotten me, 
they bum incense to false gods; 
they have stumbled* in their ways* 
in the ancient roads, 
and have gone into bypaths, 
not the highway, 

~ [6 making their land a horror, 

a thing to be hissed at for ever. 
Every one who passes by it is horri¬ 
fied 

and shakes his head. 
n Like the east wind I will scatter them 
before the enemy. 

I will show them my back, not my 
face, 

in the day of their calamity,” 

18 Then they said, “Come, let ust 
make plots against Jeremiah, for the 
law shall not perish from the priest, 
nor counsel from the wise, nor the word 
from the prophet. Come, let us smite 
him with the tongue, and let us not 
heed any of his words.” 

19 Give heed to me, O Lord, 
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f On: Hcb kings and princes f Cn: Heb the field ® Ca: Heb foreign * Cn: Heb Art... plucked up? 
* Gk Syr Vg : Heb they'made them stumble 
38.6] Rom 9.21. 
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and hearken to my plea.* 

20 Is evil a recompense for good? 

Yet they have dug a pit for my life. 
Remember how I stood before thee 
to speak good for them, 
to turn away thy wrath from them. 

21 Therefore deliver up their children to 

famine; 

give them over to the power of the 
sword, 

let their wives become childless and 
widowed. 

May their men meet death by 
pestilence, 

their youths be slain by the sword 
in battle. 

22 May a cry be heard from their houses, 

when thou bringest the marauder 
suddenly upon them! 

For they have dug a pit to take me, 
and laid snares for my feet. 

23 Yet, thou, O Lord, knowest 

all their plotting to slay me. 

Forgive not their iniquity, 

nor blot out their sin from thy 
sight. 

Let them be overthrown before thee; 
deal with them in the time of thine 
anger. 

iQ Thus said the Lord, “Go, buy 
JLx a potter’s earthen flask, and take 
some of the ciders of the people and 
some of the senior priests, 2 and go out 
to the valley of the son of Hinnom at the 
entry of the Potsherd Gate, and pro¬ 
claim there the words that I tell you. 

3 You shall say, ‘Hear the word of die 
Lord, G kings of Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerusalem. Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I am 
bringing such evil upon this place that 
the ears of every one who hears of it will 
tingle. 4 Because the people have for¬ 
saken me, and have profaned this place 
by burning incense in it to other gods 
whom neither they nor their fathers nor 
the kings of Judah have known; and 
because they have filled this place with 
the blood of innocents, 5 and have built 
the high places of Ba'al to burn their 
sons in the fire as burnt offerings to 
Ba'al, which I did not command or de¬ 
cree, nor did it come into my mind; 

6 therefore, behold, days are coming, 
says the Lord, when this place shall no 
more be called Topheth, or the valley of 
the son of Hinnom, but the valley of 

*Gk Compare Syr Tg: Heb my adversaries 

19.13: Acts 7.42. 20.3, 10: Jcr 6.25; 46.5; 49.29; Ps 31. 


Slaughter. 7 And in this place I will 
make void the plans of Judah and 
Jerusalem, and will cause their people 
to fall by the sword before their ene¬ 
mies, and by the hand of those who seek 
their life. I will give their dead bodies 
for food to the birds of the air and to the 
beasts of the earth. 8 And I will make 
this city a horror, a thing to be hissed at; 
every one who passes by it will be horri¬ 
fied and will hiss because of all its disas¬ 
ters. v And I will make them eat the 
flesh of their sons and their daughters, 
and every one shall eat the flesh of his 
neighbour in the siege and in the dis¬ 
tress, with which their enemies and 
those who seek their life afflict them." 

10 “Then you shall break the flask in 
the sight of the men who go with you, 
and shall say to them, ‘Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: So will I break this 
people and this city, as one breaks a 
potter’s vessel, so that it can never be 
mended. Men shall bury in Topheth 
because there will be no place else to 
bury. 12 Thus will 1 do to this place, says 
the Lord, and to its inhabitants, making 
this city like Topheth. 13 The houses of 
Jerusalem and the houses of the kings 
of Judah-—all the houses upon whose 
roofs incense has been burned to all the 
host of heaven, and drink offerings have 
been poured our to other gods—shall 
be defiled like the place of Topheth.’ ” 
14 Then Jeremiah came from To¬ 
pheth, where the Lord had sent him to 
prophesy, and he stood in the court of 
the Lord’s house, and said to all the 
people: 15 “Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, Behold, I am. 
bringing upon this city and upon all 
its towns all the evil that I have pro¬ 
nounced against it, because they nave 
stiffened their neck, refusing to hear my 
words.” 

*J£\ Now Pashhur the priest, the son 
of I miner, who was chief officer 
in the house of the Lord, heard Jere¬ 
miah prophesying these things. 2 Then 
Pashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and 
put him in the stocks that were in the 
upper Benjamin Gate of the house of 
the Lord. 3 On the morrow, when Pash¬ 
hur released Jeremiah from the stocks, 
Jeremiah said to him, “The Lord does 
not call your name Pashhur, but Ter¬ 
ror on every side. 4 For thus says the 

i 
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Lord : Behold, I will make you a terror will never be forgotten, 
to vourself and to all your friends. They 12 O Lord of hosts, who triest the 


shall fall by the sword of their enemies 
while you look on. And I will give all 
Judah into the hand of the king oi Baby¬ 
lon; he shall carry them captive to 
Babylon., and shall slay them with the 
sword. * Moreover., I will give all the 
wealth of the city, all its gains, all its 
prized belongings, and all the treasures 
of the kings of Judah into the hand of 
their enemies, who shall plunder them, 
and seize them, and carry them to 
Babylon. *>And you, Pashhur, and ail 
who dwell in your house, shall go into 
captivity; to Babylon you shall go; and 
there you shall die, and there yon shall 
be buried, you and all your friends, to 
whom you have prophesied falsely.” 

7 O Lord, thou hast deceived me, 
and I was deceived; 
thou art stronger than 1, 
and thou hast prevailed. 

I have become a laughingstock all the 
day; 

every one mocks me. 

* For whenever I speak, 1 cry out, 
i shout, “Violence and destruc¬ 
tion!” 

For the word of the Lord has become 
for me 

a reproach and derision all day 
long. 

®If I say, “I will not mention him, 
or speak any more in his name.” 
there is in my heart as it were a 
burning lire 
shut up in my bones, 
and I am weary with holding it in, 
and I cannot. 

10 For I hear many whispering. 

Terror is on every side! 
“Denounce him I Let us denounce 
him!” 

say all my familiar friends, 
watching for my fall. 

“Perhaps he will be deceived, 
then we can overcome him, 
and take our revenge on him. 3 ’ 

1 1 But the Lord is with me as a dread 

warrior; 

therefore my persecutors will 
stumble, 

they will not overcome me. 

They will be greatly shamed, 
for they will not succeed. 

Their eternal dishonour 

20.14-18: Job 3.3-19. 


righteous, 

who sec st the heart and the mind, 
let me see thy vengeance upon them, 
for to thee have 1 committed my 
cause. 

13 Sing to the Lord; 
praise the Lord 1 

For he has delivered the life of the 
needy 

from the hand of evildoers. 

w Cursed be the day 

on which I was bom! 

The day when my mother bore me, 
let it not be blessed! 

15 Cursed be the man 

who brought the news to my 
father, 

“A son is bom to you,” 
making him very glad.. 

16 Let that man be like the cities 

which the Lord overthrew without 
pity; 

let him hear a cry in the morning 
and an alarm at noon, 

11 because he did not kill me in the 
womb; 

so my mother would have been my 
grave, 

and her womb for ever great. 

18 W'hy did 1 come forth from the womb 
to see toil and sorrow, 
and spend ray days in shame? 

This is the word which came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord, when 
King Zedeki'ah sent to him Pashhur the 
son of Malchi'ah and Zephani'ah the 
priest, the son of Ma-asei'ah, saying, 
2 “Inquire of the Lord for us, for 
Nebuchadrez'sar king of Babylon is 
making war against us; perhaps the 
Lord will deal with us according to all 
his wonderful deeds, and will make him 
withdraw from us.” 

3 Then Jeremiah said to them; 
4 “Thus you shall say to Zedeki'ah, 
‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 
Behold, I will turn back the weapons of 
war which are in your hands and with 
which you are fighting against the king 
of Babylon and against die Chalde'ans 
who are besieging you outside the walls; 
and I will bring them together into the 
midst of this city. 3 1 myself will fight 
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against you with outstretched hand and and speak there this word, 2 and sav. 


strong arm, in anger, and in fury, and 
in great wrath. 9 And I will smite the 
inhabitants of this city, both man and 
beast; they shall die of a great pesti¬ 
lence. 7 Afterward, says the Lord, I will 
give Zedeki'ah king of Judah, and his 
servants, and the people in this city who 
survive the pestilence, sword, and 
famine, into the hand of Nebuchadrez'- 
zar king of Babylon and into the hand of 
their enemies, into the hand of those 
who seek their lives. He shall smite 
them with the edge of the sword; he 
shall not pity them, or spare them, or 
have compassion.’ 

8 “And to this people you shall say: 
“Thus says the Lord: Behold, I set be¬ 
fore you the way of Life and the way of 
death. 9 He who stays in this city shall 
die by the sword, by famine, and by 
pestilence; but he who goes out and 
surrenders to the Chalde ans who arc- 
besieging you shall live and shall have 
his life as a prize of war. 10 For I have 
set my face against this city for evil and 
not for good, says the Lord: it shall be 
given into the hand of the king of Baby¬ 
lon, and he shall burn .it with fire.’ 

11 “And to the house of the king of 
Judah say, ‘Hear the word of the Lord.. 
12 O house of David! Thus says the 
Lord: 

“ ‘Execute justice in the morning, 
and deliver from the hand of the 
oppressor 

him who has been robbed, 

lest my wrath go forth like fire, 
and bum with none to quench it, 
because of your evil doings.’ ” 

*3 “Behold, I am against you, O in¬ 
habitant of the valley, 

O rock of the plain, 

says the Lord; 

you who say, ‘Who shall come down 
against us, 

or who shall enter our habita¬ 
tions?’ 

14 I will punish you according to the 
fruit of your doings, 

says the Lord; 

I will kindle a fire in her forest, 
and it shall devour all that is round 
about her.” 

Thus says the Lord: “Go down 
to the house of the king of Judah, 

* Cn: Hcb 22.5: Mt 23.3S; Lk 13.35. 


‘Hear the word of the Lord, O King of 
Judah, who sit on the throne of David, 
you, and your servants, and your people 
who enter these gates. 3 Thus says the 
Lord: Do justice and righteousness, 
and deliver from the hand of the op¬ 
pressor him who has been robbed. And 
do no wrong or violence to the alien, 
the fatherless, and the widow, nor shed 
innocent blood in this place. 4 For if you 
will indeed obey tliis word, then there 
shall enter the gates of this house kings 
who sit on the throne of David, riding 
in chariots and on horses, they, and 
their servants, and their people. 5 But if 
you will not heed these words, I swear 
by myself, says the Lord, that this 
house shall become a desolation. 6 For 
thus says the Lord concerning the 
house of the king of Judah: 

“ ‘You are as Gilead to me, 
as the summit of Lebanon, 
yet surely I will make you a desert, 
an uninhabited city.* 

7 I will prepare destroyers against you, 
each with his weapons; 
and they shall cut down your choicest 
cedars, 

and cast them into the fire. 

8 “ 'And many nations will pass by 
tliis city, and every man will say to his 
neighbour, “Why has the Lord dealt 
thus with this great city?” 9 And they 
will answer, “Because they forsook the 
covenant of the LORD their God, and 
worshipped other gods and served 
them.” ’ ” 

10 Weep not for him who is dead, 
nor bemoan him; 

but weep bitterly for him who goes 
away, 

for he shall return no more 
to see his native land. 

11 For thus says the Lord concern¬ 
ing Shallum the son of Josi'ah, king of 
Judah, who reigned instead of Jos Yah 
his father, and who went away from 
this place: “He shall return here no 
more, u but in the place where they 
have carried him captive, there shall he 
die, and he shall never see this land 
again.” 

13 “Woe to him who builds his house 
by unrighteousness, 
and his upper rooms by injustice; 
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who makes his neighbour serve him 
for nothings 

and does not give him his wages; 

14 who says. 1 will build myself a great 
house 

with spacious upper rooms/ 
and cuts out windows for it, 
panelling it with cedar, 
and painting it with vermilion, 

J5 Do you think you are a king 

because you compete in cedar? 

Did not your father eat and drink 
and do justice and righteous¬ 
ness? 

Then it was well with him. 

1,5 He judged the cause of the poor and 
needy; 

then it was well. 

Is not this to know me? 
says the Lord. 

37 But you have eyes and heart 
only for your dishonest gain s 
for shedding innocent blood, 

and for practising oppression and 
vHence.” 

18 Therefore thus says the Lord 
concerning Jehoi akim the son of Josi'- 
ah, king of Judah: 

“They shah not lament for him, 
saying, 

c Ah my brother f or ‘Ah sister S’ 

They shah not lament for him, 
saying, 

c Ah lordT or ‘Ah his majesty 

19 With the burial of an ass he shall be 

buried, 

dragged and cast forth beyond the 
gates of Jerusalem. 5 ' 

20 “Go up to Lebanon, and cry out, 

and lift up your voice in Bashan; 
cry from Ab'arim, 

for all your lovers are destroyed, 

21 I spoke to you in your prosperity, 

but you said, T will not listen. 5 
This has been your way from your 
youth, 

that you have not obeyed my voice. 

22 The wind shah shepherd all your 

shepherds, 

and your lovers shah go into cap¬ 
tivity; 

then you will be ashamed and con¬ 
founded 

because of all your wickedness. 

23 O inhabitant of Lebanon, 

nested among the cedars, 

* Gk Vg Syr: Hcb be pitied 
23.5: Jer 33.15; Is 4.2* Zech 3.8; 6,12. 


Fate of Coniah 

how you will groan* when pangs 
come upon you, 
pain as of a woman in travail! ,? 

24 “As I live, says the Lord, though 
Coni 'ah the son of Jehoi'akim, king of 
Judah, were the signet ring on my right 
hand, yet l would tear you off 25 and 
give you into the hand of those who seek 
your life, into the hand of those of 
whom you are afraid, even into the hand 
of Nebuchadrec'har king of Babylon and 
into the hand of the Chalde'ans. 2(1 1 
will hurl you and the mother who bore 
you into another country, where you 
were not bom, and there you shall die. 
27 But to (he land tc which they will 
long to return, there they shall not re¬ 
turn.'* 

2S Is this man Coni'ah a despised, 
broken pot, 

a vessel no one cares for? 

Why are he and his children hurled 
and cast 

into a land which they do not 
know? 

29 O land, land, Iand 3 

hear die word of the Lord! 

30 Thus says the Lord: 

“Write this man down as childless, 
a mars who shall not succeed in his 
days; 

for none of his offspring shall succeed 
in sitting on the throne of David, 
and ruling again in Judah.” 

“Woe to the shepherds who 
destroy and scatter the sheep of 
my pasture!” says the Lord. 2 There¬ 
fore thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, concerning the shepherds who 
care for my people: “You have scattered 
my flock, and have driven them away, 
and you have not attended to them. 
Behold, I will attend to you for your evil 
doings, says the Lord, 3 Then I will 
gather the remnant of my flock out of 
all the countries where I have driven 
them, and I will bring them back to 
then fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. 4 1 will set shepherds over 
them who will care for them, and they 
shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, 
neither shall any be missing, says the 
Lord. 

5 “Behold, the days are coming, says 
the Lord, when I will raise up for David 
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a righteous Branch, and he shall reign 
as king and deal wisely, and shall exe¬ 
cute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, 
and Israel will dwell securely. And this 
is the name by which he will be called: 
‘The Lord is our righteousness/ 

7 “Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the Lord, when men shall 
no longer say, ‘As the Lord lives who 
brought up the people of Israel out of 
the land of Egypt,* 8 but ‘As the Lord 
lives who brought up and led the 
descendants of the house of Israel out 
of the north country and out of all the 
countries where he 7 ” had driven them/ 
Then they shall dwell in their own 
land/" 

9 Concerning the prophets: 

My heart is broken within me, 
all my bones shake; 

I am like a dmnken man, 

like a man overcome by wine s 
because of the Lord 

and because of his holy words. 

JO Lor the land is full of adulterers; 
because of the curse the land 
mourns, 

and the pastures of the wilderness 
are dried up. 

Their course is evil, 

and their might is not right. 
n “Botli prophet and priest are un¬ 
godly; 

even in my house I have found 
their wickedness, 

says the Lord. 
*2 Therefore their way shall be to them 
like slippery paths in the dark¬ 
ness, 

into which they shall be driven and 
fall; 

for I will bring evil upon them 
in the year of their punishment, 
says the Lord. 

13 In tire prophets of Samar'ia 

I saw an unsavoury thing; 
they prophesied by Ba'al 

and led my people Israel astray. 

14 But in the prophets of Jerusalem 

I have seen a horrible thing: 
they commit adultery and walk in 
lies; 

they strengthen the hands of evil¬ 
doers, 

so that no one turns from his 
wickedness; 

m Gk: Hcb i 


all of them have become like Sodom 
to me, 

and its inhabitants like Gornor'- 
rah/* 

15 Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts 
concerning the prophets: 

“Behold, I will feed them with 
wormwood, 

and give them poisoned water to 
drink; 

for from the prophets of Jerusalem 
ungodliness has gone forth into all 
the land/* 

3 6 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do 
not listen to the words of the prophets 
who prophesy to you, filling you with 
vain hopes; they speak visions of their 
own minds, not from the mouth of the 
Lore ., 17 They say continually to those 
who despise the word of the Lord, ‘Ii 
shall be well with you’; and to every one 
who stubbornly follows his own heart, 
they say, ‘No evil shall come upon 
you/ ” 

18 For who among them has stood in 

the council of the Lord 
to perceive and to hear his word, 
or who has given heed to his word 
and listened? 

19 Behold, the storm of the Lord? 

Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 

it will burst upon the head of the 
wicked. 

20 The anger of the Lord will not turn 

b.ack 

until he has executed and accom¬ 
plished 

the intents of his mind. 

In the latter days you will understand 
it clearly. 

21 “I did not send the prophets, 

yet they ran; 

I did not speak to them, 
yet they prophesied. 

22 But if they had stood in my council, 

then they would have proclaimed 
my words to my people, 
and they would have turned them 
from their evil way, 
and from the evil of their doings. 

23 “Am I a God at hand, says the 
Lord, and not a God afar off? 24 Can a 
man hide himself in secret places so that 
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I cannot see him? says the Lord. Do I yon away from my presence, you and 
not fill heaven and earth? says the the city which I gave to you and your 
Lord. 23 I have heard what the prophets fathers. 40 And I will bring upon you 
have said who prophesy lies in my everlasting reproach and perpetual 
name, sayings £ 1 have dreamed, 3 have shame, which shall not be forgotten. 1 ” 
dreamed?’ 26 How long shall there be 

lies” in the heart of the prophets who After Nebuchadrezzar king of 

prophesy lies, and who prophesv the A*' * Babylon had taken into exile from 
deceit of their own heart, 27 who think Jerusalem Jeconi oh the son of j'ehoi'- 
to make my people forget my name by akim, king of Tuclnh. together with the 
their dreams which they tell one an* princes of Judah, the craftsmen, nnd the 
other, even as their fathers forgot my smiths, and had brought them to Baby- 
name for Ba'al? 28 let the prophet who- Ion, the Lord showed me this vision: Be¬ 
llas a dream tell the dream, but let him hold, two baskets of figs placed before 
who has my word speak my word faith- the temple of the Lord, 2 One basket 
fully. What has straw in common with had very good figs, like first:-ripe figs, 
wheat? says the Lord. 20 Is not my but the other basket had very bad figs, 
•word like fire ? says the Lord, and like 3. so bad that they could not be. eaten, 
hammer which breaks the rock in 3 And the Lord said lo me, "*What do 
pieces? 30 Therefore, behold, 3 am you see, Jeremiah?” 1 said, "Figs., the 
against the prophets, says the Lord* good figs very good, and the bad figs 
who steal my words from one another,, very bad, so bad that: they cannot be 
31 Behold, I am against the prophets, eaten.” 

says the Lord, who use their tongues 4 Then the word of the Lord came 
nnd say, ‘Says the LORD.* 32 Behold, I to met 3 "Thus says the Lord, the God 
am against those who prophesy lying ot Israel; I,ike these good figs, so I will 
dreams, says the Lord, and who tell regard ss good the exiles from Tudah, 
them and lead my people astray by their whom I have sent away from this place 
lies and their recklessness, when X did to the land of the Chaldt/ans- 6 I will 
not send them or charge them.; so they set my eyes upon them for good, and I 
do not profit this people a£ all, says the will bring them back to this land. I will 
Lord. build them up, and not tear them down; 

33 "When one of this people, or a I will plant them, and not uproot them, 
prophet, or a priest asks you, ‘What is 7 1 will give them a heart to know that l 
the burden of the Lord?* you shall say am the Lord; and they shall be my peo- 
to them, *You are the burden, 0 and I pie and I will be their God, for they 
will cast you off, says the Lord. 51 34 And shall return to me with their whole 
as for the prophet, priest, or one of the heart. 

people who says, The burden of the 8 "But thus says the Lord: Like the 
L,ord, s I will punish that man and his bad figs which are so bad they cannot be 
household. 35 Thus shall you say, every eaten, so will I treat Zedeki'ah the king 
one to his neighbour and every one to his of Judah, his princes, the remnant of 
brother, *What has the Lord answered? 5 Jerusalem who remain in this land, and 
or ‘What has the Lord spoken?’ 36 But those who dwell in the land of Egypt, 
‘the burden of the Lord’ you shall men- 9 1 will make them a horror ® to all the 
tion no more, for the burden is every kingdoms of the earth, to be a reproach, 
man’s own word, and you pervert the a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the 
words of the living God, the Lord of places where I shall drive them. 10 And I 
hosts, our God. 37 Thus you shall say to will send sword, famine, and pestilence 
the prophet, *What has the Lord an- upon them, until they shall be utterly 
swered you?’ or *What has the Lord destroyed from the land which I gave 
spoken?’ 38 But if you say, ‘The burden to them and their fathers.” 
of the Lord,’ thus says the Lord, 

‘Because you have said these words, The word that came to Jere- 

“The burden of the Lord,” when I sent 4*0 mi ah concerning all the people of 
to you, saying, "You shall not say, ‘The Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoi'akim 
burden of the Lord, 9 ” 39 therefore, be- the son of Josi'ah, king of Judah (that 
hold, I will surely lift you up and cast was the first year of Nebuchadrez'zar 

n Cn Compare Syr: Heb obscure ®Gk Vg: Heb What burden & Compare Gk: Heb horror for evil 



Cup of the wine of wrath 
king of Babylon), 2 which Jeremiah the 
prophet spoke to all the people of Judah 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: 
3 “For twenty-three years, from the 
thirteenth year of Josi'ah the son of 
Amon, king of Judah, to this day, the 
word of the Lord has come to me, and 
I have spoken persistently to you, but 
you have not listened. 4 You have 
neither listened nor inclined your ears 
to hear, although the Lord persistently 
sent to you all his servants the prophets, 
s saying, ‘Turn now, every one of you, 
from his evil way and wrong doings, and 
dwell upon the land which the Lord 
has given to you and your fathers from 
of old and for ever; do not go after 
other gods to serve and worship them, 
or provoke me to anger with the work 
of your hands. Then I will do you no 
harm." 7 Yet you have not listened to 
me, says the Lord, that you might pro¬ 
voke me to anger with the work of youi 
hands to your own harm. 

8 “Therefore thus says the Lord of 
hosts: Because you have not obeyed my 
words, 9 behold, I will send for all the 
tribes of the north, says the Lord, and 
for FJebuchadrez'zar the king of Baby¬ 
lon, my servant, and I will bring them 
against this land and its inhabitants, and 
against all these nations round about; I 
will utterly destroy them, and make 
them a horror, a hissing, and an ever¬ 
lasting reproach, ff 10 Moreover, I will 
banish from them the voice of mirth and 
the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom and the voice of the bride, 
the grinding of the millstones and the 
light of the lamp. 11 This whole land 
shall become a ruin and a waste, and 
these nations shall serve the king of 
Babylon seventy years. 12 Then after 
seventy years are completed, I will pun¬ 
ish the long of Babylon and that nation, 
the land of the Chalde'ans, for their 
iniquity, says the Lord, making the 
land an everlasting waste. 13 I will bring 
upon that land all the words which I 
have uttered against it, everything 
written in this book, which Jeremiah 
prophesied against all the nations. 14 For 
many nations and great kings shall 
make slaves even of them; and I will 
recompense them according to their 
deeds and the work of their hands.” 

15 Thus the Lord, the God of Israel, 
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said to me: “Take from my hand this 
cup of the wine of wrath, and make all 
the nations to whom I send you drink it. 
16 They shall drink and stagger and be 
crazed because of the sword which I 
am sending among them.” 

17 So 1 took che cup from the Lord's 
hand, and made all the nations to whom 
the Lord sent me drink it: 18 Jerusalem 
and the cities of Judah, its kings and 
princes, to make them a desolation and 
a waste, a hissing and a curse, as at this 
day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, his serv¬ 
ants, his princes, all his people, 20 and all 
the foreign folk among them; all the kings 
of the land of Uz and all the kings of the 
land of the Philistines (Ash'ke-lon, Gaza, 
Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod); 
21 Jtidom, Moab, and the sons of Am¬ 
mon; 22 all the kings of Tyre, all the 
kings of Sidon, and the kings of the 
coastland across the sea; ^ Dedan, 
Tema, Buz, and all who cut the corners 
of their hair; 24 all the kings of Arabia 
and all the kings of the mixed tribes that 
dwell in the desert; 25 all the kings of 
Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all the 
kings of Media; 26 all the kings of the 
north, far and near, one after another, 
and all the kingdoms of the world which 
are on the face of the earth. And after 
them the king of Babylon’’ shall drink. 

27 “Then you shall say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel: Drink, be drunk and vomit, 
fall and rise no more, because of the 
sword which JL am sending among 
you.' 

28 “And if they refuse to accept the 
cup from your hand to drink, then you 
shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord 
of hosts: You must drink! 29 For be¬ 
hold, 1 begin to work evil at the city 
which is called by my name, and shall 
you go unpunished? You shall not go 
unpunished, for I am summoning a 
sword against all the inhabitants of the 
earth, says the Lord of hosts.’ 

30 “You, therefore, shall prophesy 
against them all these words, and say to 
them: 

‘The Lord will roar from on high, 
and from his holy habitation utter 
his voice; 

he will roar mightily against his fold, 
and shout, like those who tread 
grapes. 


9 Gk Compare Syr: Heb desolations r Heb Sheshach, a cipher for Babylon 
25.10i Jer 734* 16.9* Rev 18.23. 25.15: Jer 51.7; Rev 14.8, 10; 16.19; 17.4; 18.3. 
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against all the inhabitants of the turn from his evil way, that I may re¬ 
earth. pent of the evil which I intend to do to 


31 The clamour will resound to the ends 

of the earth, 

for the Lord has an indictment 
against the nations; 
he is entering into judgment with all 
flesh, 

and the wicked he will put to the 
sword, 

says the Lorn 

32 “Thus says the Lord of hosts; 
Behold, evil is going forth 

from nation to nation, 
and a great tempest is stirring 
from the farthest parts of the earth! 
33 “And those slain by the Lord 
on that day shall extend from one end 
of the earth to the other. They shall not 
be lamented, or gathered, or buried; 
they shall be dung on the surface of the 
ground. 

34 “Wail, you shepherds, and cry, 

and roll in ashes, you lords of the 
flock, 

for the days of your slaughter and 
dispersion have come, 
and you shall fall like choice rams.* 

35 No refuge will remain for the shep¬ 

herds, 

nor escape for the lords of the 
flock. 

36 Hark, the cry of the shepherds, 

and the wail of the lords of the 
flock 1 

For the Lord is despoiling their 
pasture, 

37 and the peaceful folds are dev¬ 

astated, 

because of the fierce anger of the 
Lord. 

38 Like a lion he has left his covert, 

for their land has become a waste 
because of the sword of the op¬ 
pressor, 

and because of his fierce anger." 

In the beginning of the reign 
of Jehoi'akim the son of Josi'ah, 
king of Judah, this word came from the 
Lord, 2 “Thus says the Lord: Stand in 
the court of the Lord's house, and speak 
to all the cities of Judah which come to 
worship in the house of the Lord all 
the words that I command you to speak 
to them; do not hold back a word. 3 it 
may be they will listen, and every one 

9 Gk: Heb a choice vessel 


them because of their evil doings. 4 You 
shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord : 
If you will not listen to me, to walk in 
my law which I have set before you, 
5 and to heed the words of my servants 
the prophets whom I send to you ur¬ 
gently, though you have not heeded, 
then I will make this house like 
Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse 
for all the nations of the earth.* ” 

7 The priests and the prophets and 
all the people heard Jeremiah speaking 
these words in the house of the Lord. 
8 And when Jeremiah had finished 
speaking all that the Lord had com¬ 
manded him to speak to all the people, 
then the priests and the prophets and 
all the people laid hold of him, saying, 
“You shall die! 9 Why have you prophe¬ 
sied in the name of the Lord, saying, 
‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and 
this city shall be desolate, without in¬ 
habitant?” And all the people gathered 
about Jeremiah in the house of the 
Lord. 

10 When the princes of Judah heard 
these things, they came up from the 
king's house to the house of the Lord 
and took their seat in the entry of the 
New Gate of the house of the Lord. 
11 Then the priests and the prophets 
said to the princes and to all the people, 
“This man deserves the sentence of 
death, because he has prophesied 
against this city, as you have heard with 
your own ears.” 

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the 

E rinces and all the people, saying, “The 
okd sent me to prophesy against this 
house and this city all the words you 
have heard. 13 Now therefore amend 
your ways and your doings, and obey 
the voice of the Lord your God, and 
the Lord will repent of the evil which 
he has pronounced against you. 14 But 
as for me, behold, I am in your hands. 
Do with me as seems good and right to 
you. 15 Only know for certain that if you 
put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this 
city and its inhabitants, for in truth the 
Lord sent me to you to speak all these 
words in your ears.” 

16 Then the princes and all the peo¬ 
ple said to the priests and the prophets, 
‘‘This man does not deserve the 
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sentence of death, for he has spoken to 
us in the name of the Lord our God.” 
17 And certain of the eiders of the land 
arose and spoke to all the assembled 
people, saying, 18 “Micah of Mo're- 
sheth prophesied in the days of Hezeki'- 
ah king of Judah, and said to all the 
people of Judah: ‘Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, 

Zion shall be ploughed as a field; 

Jerusalem shall become a heap of 
ruins, 

and the mountain of the house a 
wooded height/ 

119 Did Hezeki'ah lung of Judah and all 
Judah put him to death? Did he not 
tear the Lord and entreat the favour of 
the Lord, and did not the Lord repent 
of the evil which he had pronounced 
against them? But we are about to bring 
great evil upon ourselves.” 

20 There was another man who 
prophesied in the name of the Lord, 
Uri'ah the son of Shemai'ah from Kir'- 
iath-je'arirn. He prophesied against this 
city and against this land in words like 
those of Jeremiah. 21 And when King 
Jchoi'akim, with all his warriors and all 
the princes, heard his words, the king 
sought to put him to death; but when 
Uri'ah heard of it, he was afraid and 
fled and escaped to Egypt. 22 Then King 
Jchoi'akim sent to Egypt certain men, 
Elna'than the son of Achbor and others 
with him, 23 and they fetched Uri'ah 
from Egypt and brought him to King 
Jehoi'akim, who slew him with the 
sword and cast his dead body into the 
burial place of the common people. 

24 But the hand of Ahi ' kam the son of 
Shaphan was with Jeremiah so that he 
was not given over to the people to be 
put to death. 

In the beginning of the reign 
of Zedeki'ah** the son of Josi'ah, 
king of Judah, this word came to Jere¬ 
miah from the Lord. 2 Thus the Lord 
said to me: “Make yourself thongs and 

r oke-bars, and put them on your neck. 

Send word” to the king of Edom, the 
king of Moab, the king of the sons of 
Ammon, the king of Tyre, and the king 
of Sidon by the hand of the envoys who 
have come to Jerusalem to Zedeki'ah 
king of Judah. 4 Give them this charge 
for their masters: ‘Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: This is what 

u Another reading is Jchoiakim v Cn: Heb send them 


you shall say to your masters: 5 “It is I 
who by my great power and my out¬ 
stretched arm have made the earth, with 
the men and animals that are on the 
earth, and I give it to whomever it seems 
right to me. 6 Now I have given all these 
lands into the hand of Nebuchadnez¬ 
zar, the king of Babylon, my servant, 
and 1 have given him also the beasts of 
the field to serve him. 7 A11 the nations 
shall serve him and his son and his 
grandson, until the time of his own land 
comes; then many nations and great 
kings shall make him their slave. 

8 “ ‘ “But if any nation or kingdom 
will not serve this Nebuchadnez'zar 
king of Babylon, and put its neck under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, I will 
punish that nation with the sword, with 
famine, and with pestilence, says the 
Lord, until I have consumed it by his 
hand. 9 So do not listen to your proph¬ 
ets, your diviners, your dreamers,*® 
your soothsayers, or your sorcerers, who 
are saying to you, "You shall not serve 
the king of Babylon/ 10 For it is a lie 
which they are prophesying to you, with 
the result that you will be removed far 
from your land, and I will drive you out, 
and you will perish. 11 But any nation 
which will bring its neck under the 
yoke of the king of Babylon and serve 
him, I will leave on its own land, to till 
it and dwell there, says the Lord.” * ” 

12 To Zedeki'ah king of Judah I 
spoke in like manner: “Bring your necks 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, 
and serve him and his people, and live. 
13 Why will you and your people die by 
the sword, by famine, and by pestilence, 
as the Lord has spoken concerning any 
nation which will not serve the king of 
Babylon? 14 Do not listen to the words 
of the prophets who are saying to you, 
‘You shall not serve the king of Baby¬ 
lon/ for it is a lie which they are 
prophesying to you. * 5 I have not sent 
them, says the Lord, but they are 
prophesying falsely in my name, with 
the result that I will drive you out and 
you will perish, you and the prophets 
who are prophesying to you.” 

16 Then I spoke to the priests and to 
all this people, saying, “Thus says the 
Lord: Do not listen to the words of 
your prophets who are prophesying to 
you, saying, ‘Behold, the vessels of the 
Lord’s house will now shortly be 

w Gk Syr Vg:-Heb dreams 
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brought back from Babylon/ for it is a the vessels of the house of the Lord, 
lie which they are prophesying to you. and all the exiles, 7 Yet hear now this 
17 Do not listen to them; serve the king word which I speak in your hearing 
of Babylon and live. Why should this and in the hearing of all the people, 
city become a desolation? 18 If they are 8 The prophets who preceded you and 
prophets, and if the word of the Lord me from ancient times prophesied war, 
£ with them, then let them intercede famine, and pestilence against many 
with the Lord of hosts, that the vessels countries and great kingdoms. 9 As tor 
which are left in the house of the the prophet who prophesies peace. 
Lord, in the house of the king of Judah, when the word of that prophet comes to 
and in Jerusalem may not go to Baby- pass, then it will be known that the 
Ion. 19 For thus says the Lord of hosts Lord has truly sent the prophet,” 
concerning the pillars, the sea, the 10 Then the prophet Hanani'ah 

stands, and the rest of the vessels which took the yoke-bars from the neck of 
are left in this city, 20 which Nebu- Jeremiah the prophet, and broke them, 
chadnez'zar king of Babylon did not “And Hanani ah spoke in the presence 
take away, when he took into exile from of all the people, saying, “Thus says the 
Jerusalem to Babylon Jeconi'ah the son Lord: Even, so will I break the yoke of 
of Jehoi'akim, king of Judalu and all the Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon from 
nobles of Judah and Jerusalem— the neck of all the nations within two 
2i thus says the Lord of hosts, the God years,” But Jeremiah the prophet went 
of Israel, concerning the vessels which his way. 

are left in the house of the Lord, in the 12 Sometime after the prophet 


house of the king of Judah, and in Jeru¬ 
salem: 22 They shall be carried to Baby¬ 
lon and remain there until the day when 
I give attention to them, says the Lord. 
Then I will bring them back and restore 
them to this place.” 

/ JO In that same year, at the be- 
-fcrO ginning of the reign of Zedeki'ah 
king of Judah, in the fifth month of the 
fourth year, Hanani'ah the son of Az- 
zur, the prophet from Gibeon, spoke to 
me in the house of the Lord, in the 
presence of the priests and all the peo¬ 
ple, saying, 2 “Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: I have broken 
the yoke of the king of Babylon. 3 With¬ 
in two years I will bring back to this 
place all the vessels of the Lord's house, 
which Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby¬ 
lon took away from this place and 
carried to Babylon. 4 1 will also bring 
back to this place Jeconi'ah the son of 
Jehoi'akim, king of Judah, and all the 
exiles from Judah who went to Babylon, 
says the Lord, for I will break the yoke 
of the king of Babylon.” 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke 
to Hanani'ah the prophet in the pres¬ 
ence of the priests and all the people 
who were standing in the house of the 
Lord; 6 and the prophet Jeremiah 
said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; 
may the Lord make the words which 
you have prophesied come true, and 
bring back to this place from Babylon 

* Gk: Heb you V Gk: Hcb the rest of the eiders 


Hanani'ah had broken the yoke-bars 
from off the neck of Jeremiah the 
prophet, the word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah: J3 “Go, tell Hanani'ah, 
‘Thus says the Lord: You have broken 
wooden bars, but l x will make in their 
place bars of iron. 14 For thus says the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: I 
have put upon the neck of all these 
nations an iron yoke of servitude to 
Nebuchadnez'zar king of Babylon, and 
they shall serve him, for I have given 
to him even the beasts of the field/ ” 
15 And Jeremiah the prophet said to the 
prophet Hanani'ah, “Listen, Hanani'¬ 
ah, the Lord has not sent you, and you 
have made this people trust in a lie. 
16 Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘Be¬ 
hold, I will remove you from the face of 
the earth. This very year you shall die, 
because you have uttered rebellion 
against the Lord.’ ” 

17 In that same year, in the seventh 
month, the prophet Hanani'ah died. 

These are the words of the 
letter which Jeremiah the prophet 
sent from Jerusalem to the elders v of 
the exiles, and to the priests, the proph¬ 
ets, and all the people, whom Nebu¬ 
chadnez'zar had taken into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 This was after 
King Jeconi'ah, and the queen mother, 
the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and 
Jerusalem, the craftsmen, and the 
smiths had departed from Jerusalem. 
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3 The letter was sent by the hand of 
Ela'sah the son of Shaphan and 
Gemari'ah the son of Hilki'ah, whom 
Zedeki'ah king of Judah sent to Babylon 
to Nebuchadnez zar king of Babylon. It 
said: 4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom 
I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in 
them; plant gardens and eat their 
produce. 6 Take wives and have sons 
and daughters; take wives for your sons, 
and give your daughters in marriage, 
that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 
7 But seek the welfare of the city where 
I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare 
you will find your welfare. 8 For thus 
says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Do not let your prophets and 
your diviners who are among you de¬ 
ceive you, and do not listen to the 
dreams which they dream, 2 9 for it is a 
lie which they are prophesying to you 
in my name; I did not send them, says 
tlte Lord. 

10 “For thus says the Lord: When 
seventy years are completed for Baby¬ 
lon, I will visit you, and I will fulfil to 
you my promise and bring you back 
to this place. 11 For I know the plans I 
have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a 
future and a hope. 12 Then you will call 
upon me and come and pray to me, and 
I will hear you. 13 You will seek me and 
find me; when you seek me with all your 
heart, 14 I will be found by you, says the 
Lord, and I will restore your fortunes 
and gather you from all the nations and 
all the places where I have driven you, 
says the Lord, and I will bring you back 
to the place from which I sent you into 
exile. 

15 “Because you have said, ‘The 
Lord has raised up prophets for us in 
Babylon,*— 16 Thus says the Lord con¬ 
cerning the king who sits on the throne 
of David, and concerning all the people 
who dwell in this city, your kinsmen 
who did not go out with you into exile: 
17 ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, Be¬ 
hold, I am sending on them sword, 
famine, and pestilence, and I will make 
them like vile figs which are so bad they 
cannot be eaten. * 8 I will pursue them 
with sword, famine, and pestilence, and 

1 Cn: Heb your dreams which you cause to dream 


will make them a horror to all the king¬ 
doms of the earth, to be a curse, a terror, 
a hissing, and a reproach among all the 
nations where I have driven them, 

19 because they did not heed my words, 
says the Lord, which I persistently sent 
to you by my servants the prophets, but 
you would not listen, says the Lord.*— 

20 Hear the word of the Lord, all you 
exiles whom I sent away from Jeru¬ 
salem to Babylon: 21 ‘Thus says the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, con¬ 
cerning Ahab the son of Kola'iah and 
Zedeki'ah the son of Ma-asei'ah, who 
are prophesying a lie to you in my 
name: Behold, l will deliver them into 
the hand of Nebuchadrez'zar king of 
Babylon, and he shall slay them before 
your eyes. 22 Because of them this curse 
shall be used by all the exiles from 
Judah in Babylon: “The Lord make 
you like Zedeki'ah and Ahab, whom 
the king of Babylon roasted in the fire,’* 
23 because they have committed folly in 
Israel, they have committed adultery 
with their neighbours* wives, and they 
have spoken in my name lying words 
which I did not command them. 1 an? 
the one who knows, and I am witness, 
says the Lord. 5 ** 

24 To Shemai'ah of Nehel'am you 
shall say: 25 “Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: You have sent 
letters in your name to all the people 
who are in Jerusalem, and to Zephani'- 
ah the son of Ma-asei'ah the priest, and 
to all the priests, saying, 26 ‘The Lord 
has made you priest instead of Jehoi'ada 
the priest, to have charge in file house 
of the Lord over eveiy madman who 
prophesies, to put him in the stocks and 
collar. 27 Now why have you not re¬ 
buked Jeremiah of An'athoth who is 
prophesying to you? 28 For he has sent 
to us in Babylon, saying, “Your exile 
will be long; build houses and live in 
them, and plant gardens and eat their 
produce.** * ** 

29 Zephani'ah the priest read this 
letter in the hearing of Jeremiah the 
prophet. 30 Then the word of the Lord 
came to Jeremiah: 31 “Send to all the 
exiles, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord 
concerning Shemai'ah of Nehel'am: 
Because Shemai'ah has prophesied to 
you when I did not send him, and has 
made you trust in a lie, 32 therefore thus 
says the Lord: Behold, I will punish 
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Shemai'ah of Nchel'am and his de¬ 
scendants; he shall not have any one 
living among this people to see c the 
good that I will do to my people, says 
the Lord, for he has talked rebellion 
against the Lord.’ ” 

The word that came to Jere- 
OIF miah from the Lord: 2 “Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel: 
Write in a book all the words that I have 
spoken to you. 3 For behold, days are 
coming, says the Lord, when I will 
restore the fortunes of my people, 
Israel and Judah, says the Lord, and 
I will bring them back to the land 
which I gave to their fathers, and they 
shall take possession of it.” 

4 These are the words which the 
Lord spoke concerning Israel and 
Judah: 

5 “Thus says the Lord : 

We have heard a cry of panic, 

6f terror, and no peace. 

6 Ask now, and see, 

can a man bear a child? 

Why then do I see every man 

with his hands on his loins like a 
woman in labour? 

Why has every face turned pale? 

7 Alas! that day is so great 

there is none like it; 
it is a time of distress for Jacob; 

yet he shall be saved out of it. 

8 “And it shall come to pass in that 
day, says the Lord of hosts, that I will 
break the yoke from off their 6 neck, and 

I will burst their 6 bonds, and strangers 
shall no more make servants of them. c 

9 But they shall serve the Lord their 
God and David their king, whom I will 
raise up for them. 

10 “Then fear not, O Jacob my servant, 

says the Lord, 
nor be dismayed, O Israel; 
for lo, I will save you from afar, 
and your offspring from the land 
of their captivity. 

Jacob shall return and have quiet and 
ease, 

and none shall make him afraid. 

II For I am with you to save you, 

says the Lord; 

I will make a full end of all tire na¬ 
tions 

among whom I scattered you, 

a Gk: Heb a id he shall not see 6 Gk Old Latin: Heb your 
e Heb make t servant of him 


Return from exile promised 
but of you I will not make a full 
end. 

I will chasten you in just measure, 
and I will by no means leave you 
unpunished. 

12 “For thus says the Lord: 

Your hurt is incurable, 

and your wound is grievous. 

13 There is none to uphold your causey 

no medicine for your wound, 
no healing for you. 

14 All your lovers have forgotten you; 

they care nothing for you; 
for I have dealt you the blow of an 
enemy, 

the punishment of a merciless foe, 
because your guilt is great, 
because your sins are flagrant. 

15 Why do you cry out over your hurt? 

Your pain is incurable. 

Because your guilt is great, 
because your sins are flagrant, 

I have done these things to you. 

M Therefore all who devour you shall 
be devoured, 

and all your foes, every one of 
them, shall go into captivity; 
those who despoil you shall become a 
spoil, 

and all who prey on you I will make 
a prey. 

i7 For I will restore health to you, 
and your wounds I will heal, 

says the Lord, 
because they have called you an 
outcast: 

‘It is Zion, for whom no one 
cares1* 

is “Thus says the Lord: 

Behold, I will restore the fortunes of 
the tents of Jacob, 
and have compassion on his dwell¬ 
ings; 

the city shall be rebuilt upon its 
mound, 

and the palace shall stand where it 
used to be. 

19 Out of them shall come songs of 
thanksgiving, 

and the voices of those who make 
merry. 

I will multiply them, and they shall 
not be few; 

I will make them honoured, and 
they shall not be small. 
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20 Their children shall be as they were 

of old, 

and their congregation shall be 
established before me; 
and I will punish all who oppress 
them. 

21 Their prince shall be one of them** 

selves, 

their ruler shall come forth from 
their midst; 

I will make him draw near, and he 
shall approach me, 
for who would dare of himself to 
approach me? 

says the Lord* 

22 And you shall be my people, 

and I will be your God.** 


23 Behold the storm of the Lord! 

Wrath has gone forth, 
a whirling tempest; 

it will burst upon the head of the 
wicked. 

24 The fierce anger of the Lord will not 

turn back 

until he has executed and ac¬ 
complished 

the intents of his mind. 

In the latter days you will understand 
this. 

J % “At that time, says the Lord, 
I will be the God of all the 
families of Israel, and they shall be my 
people.” 

2 Thus says the Lord: 

“The people who survived the sword 
found grace in the wilderness; 
when Israel sought for rest, 

3 the Lord appeared to him** from 

afar. 

I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; 

therefore I have continued my 
faithfulness to you. 

4 Again I will build you, and you shall 

be built. 


O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with 
timbrels, 

and shall go forth in the dance of 
the merrymakers. 

3 Again you shall plant vineyards 

upon the mountains of Samar'ia; 
the planters shall plant, 
and shall enjoy the fruit. 

6 For there shall be a day when 
watchmen will call 
in the hill country of E'phraim: 


a Ok: Heb me e Gk Compare Vg Tg: Heb supplication 


‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 
to the Lord our God.* ’* 

7 For thus says the Lord: 

“Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the 
nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 

‘The Lord has saved his people, 
the remnant of Israel. 9 

8 Behold, I will bring them from the 

north country, 

and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, 
the woman with child and her 
who is in travail, together; 
a great company, they shall return 
here. 

9 With weeping they shall come, 

and with consolations® I will lead 
them back, 

I will make them walk by brooks of 
water, 

in a straight path in which they 
shall not stumble; 
for I am a father to Israel, 
and E'phraim is my first-born. 

10 “Hear the word of the Lord, O na¬ 

tions, 

and declare it in the coastlands afar 
off; 

say, ‘He who scattered Israel will 
gather him, 

and will keep him as a shepherd 
keeps his flock.* 

11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, 

and has redeemed him from hands 
too strong for him. 

12 They shall come and sing aloud on 

the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the 
goodness of the Lord, 
over the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, 

and over the young of the flock 
and the herd; 

their life shall be like a watered 
garden, 

and they shall languish no more. 

13 Then shall the maidens rejoice in the 

dance, 

and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
1 will comfort them, and give them 
gladness for sorrow. 
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14 I will feast the soul of the priests For the Lord has created a new thing 
with abundance, on the earth: 


and my people shall be satisfied 
with my goodness, 

says the Lord.” 

*5 Thus says the Lord: 

“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; 
she refuses to be comforted for her 
children, 

because they are not.” 

i 6 Thus says the Lord: 

“Keep your voice from weeping, 
and your eyes from tears; 
for your work shall be rewarded, 

says the Lord, 
and they shall come back from 
the land of the enemy. 

* 7 There is hope for your future, 

says the Lord, 
and your children shall come back 
to their own country. 

18 I have heard E'phraim bemoaning, 
“Thou hast chastened me, and I was 

chastened, 

like an untrained calf; 
bring me back that I may be re¬ 
stored, 

for thou art the Lord my God. 

19 For after I had turned away I re¬ 

pented; 

and after I was instructed, I smote 
upon my thigh; 

I was ashamed, and X was con¬ 
founded, 

because I bore the disgrace of my 
youth/ 

20 Is E'phraim my dear son? 

Is he my darling child? 

For as often as I speak against him, 

I do remember him still. 

Therefore my heart yearns for him; 

I will surely have mercy on him, 
says the Lord. 

21 “Set up waymarks for yourself, 

make yourself guideposts; 
consider well the highway, 
the road by which you went. 
Return, O virgin Israel, 
return to these your cities. 

22 How long will you waver, 

O faithless daughter? 

f Cn Compare Syr Vg Tg: Heb and they shall wander 
31.15: Mt 2.18. 

31.31: Lk 22.20; 1 Cor 11.25. 31.31-34: Jer 32.38-40; 


a woman protects a man. 

23 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel: “Once more they shall 
use these words in the land of Judah 
and in its cities, when I restore their 
fortunes: 

‘The Lord bless you, O habitation of 
righteousness, 

O holy hill!’ 

24 And Judah and all its cities shall 
dwell there together, and the farmers 
and those who wander-'’’ with their flocks. 

25 For 1 will satisfy the weary soul, and 
every languishing soul I will replenish.” 

26 Thereupon I awoke and looked, 
and my sleep was pleasant to me. 

27 “Behold, the days are coming, 
says die Lord, when I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah 
with the seed of man and the seed of 
beast. 2 &And it shall come to pass that 
as I have watched over them to pluck 
up and break down, to overthrow, de¬ 
stroy, and bring evil, so I will watch 
over them to build and to plant, says 
the Lord. 29 In diose days they shall no 
longer say: 

‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge/ 

30 But every one shall die for his own 
sin; each man who eats sour grapes, his 
teeth shall be set on edge. 

31 “Behold, the days are coming, 
says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah, 32 not like the cove¬ 
nant which I made with their fathers 
when I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant which they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the Lord. 
33 But this is the covenant which I will 
make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it 
upon their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 
34 And no longer shall each man teach 
his neighbour and each his brother, say¬ 
ing, ‘Know the Lord/ for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the Lord; for I will for- 


Heb 8.8-12; 10.16-17. 



Jeremiah buys a field 
give their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more.” 

35 Thus says the Lord, 
who gives the sun for light by day 
and the fixed order of the moon 
and the stars for light by night, 
who stirs up the sea so that its waves 
roar— 

the Lord of hosts is his name: 

3® “If this fixed order departs 

from before me, says the Lord, 
then shall the descendants of Israel 
cease 

from being a nation before me for 


37 Thus says the Lord: 

“If the heavens above can be meas¬ 
ured, 

and the foundations of the earth 
below can be explored, 
then I will cast off all the descend¬ 
ants of Israel 

for all that they have done, 

says the Lord.’* 

38 “Behold, the days are coming, 
says the Lord, when the city shall be 
rebuilt for the Lord from the tower 
of Han'anel to the Comer Gate. 39 And 
the measuring line shall go out farther, 
straight to the hill Gareb, and shall then 
turn to Go'ah. 40 The whole valley of 
the dead bodies and the ashes ? and all 
the fields as far as the brook Kidron, to 
the comer of the Horse Gate toward the 
east, shall be sacred to the Lord. It 
shall not be uprooted or overthrown any 
more for ever.” 

The word that came to Jere- 
DjL miah from the Lord in the tenth 
year of Zedeki'ah king of Judah, which 
was the eighteenth year of Nebuchad- 
rez'zar. 2 At that time the army of the 
king of. Babylon was besieging Jeru¬ 
salem, and Jeremiah the prophet was 
shut up in the court of the guard which 
was in the palace of the king of Judah. 
3 For Zedeki'ah king of Judah had im¬ 
prisoned him, saying, “Why do you 
prophesy and say, ‘Thus says the 
Lord: Behold, I am giving this city 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he shall take it; 4 Zedeki'ah king of 
Judah shall not escape out of the hand 
of the Chalde'ans, but shall surely be 
given into the hand of the king of Baby- 
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Ion, and shall speak with him face to 
face and see him eye to eye; 5 and he 
shall take Zedeki'ah to Babylon, and 
there he shall remain until I visit him, 
says the Lord; though you fight against 
the Chalde'ans, you shall not succeed’?” 

6 Jeremiah said, “The word of the 
Lord came to me: 7 Behold, Han "am el 
the son of Shallum your uncle will come 
to you and say, ‘Buy my field which is 
at An'athoth, for the right of redemp¬ 
tion by purchase is yours.’ 8 Then 
Han'amel my cousin came to me in the 
court of the guard, in accordance with 
the word of the Lord, and said to me, 
‘Buy my field which is at An'athoth in 
the land of Benjamin, for the right of 
possession and redemption is yours; 
buy it for yourself,’ Then I knew that 
this was the word of the Lord. 

9 “And I bought the field at An'athoth 
from Han'amel my cousin, and weighed 
Out the money to him, seventeen shekels 
of silver. 10 1 signed the deed, sealed it, 
got witnesses, and weighed die money 
on scales. 11 Then I took the sealed deed 
of purchase, containing the terms and 
conditions, and the open copy; 12 and I 
gave the deed of purchase to Baruch the 
son of Neri'ah son of Mahsei ah, in the 
presence of Han'amel my cousin, in the 
presence of the witnesses who signed 
the deed of purchase, and in the pres¬ 
ence of all the Jews who were sitting in 
the court of the guard. 13 1 charged 
Baruch in their presence, saying, 
14 ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Take these deeds, both 
this sealed deed of purchase and this 
open deed, and put them in an earthen¬ 
ware vessel, that they may last for a long 
time, is for thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and 
fields and vineyards shall again be 
bought in this land.’ 

16 “After I had given the deed of 

f irchase to Baruch the son of Neri'ah, 
prayed to the Lord, saying: 17 ‘Ah 
Lord God ! It is thou who hast made the 
heavens and the earth by thy great 
power and by thy outstretched arm! 
Nothing is too hard for thee, * 8 who 
showest steadfast love to thousands, but 
dost requite the guilt of fathers to their 
children after them, O great and mighty 
God whose name is the Lord of hosts, 
19 great in counsel and mighty in deed; 
whose eyes are open to all the ways of 
men, rewarding every man according to 
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his ways and according to the fruit of turned to me their back and not their 


nis doings; 20 who hast shown signs and 
wonders in the land of Egypt, and to 
this day in Israel and among all man¬ 
kind, and hast made thee a name, as at 
this day. 21 Thou didst bring thy people 
Israel out of the land of Egypt with 
signs and wonders, with a strong hand 
and outstretched arm, and with great 
terror; 22 and thou gavest them this 
land, which thou didst swear to their 
fathers to give them, a land flowing with 
milk and honey; 23 and they entered and 
took possession of it. But they did not 
obey thy voice or walk in thy law; they 
did nothing of all thou didst command 
them to do. Therefore thou hast made 
all to is evil come upon them. 24 Behold, 
the siege mounds have come up to the 
city to take it, and because of sword and 
famine and pestilence the city is given 
into the hands of the Chalde ans who 
are fighting against it. What thou didst 
speak has come to pass, and behold, 
thou seest it. 25 Yet thou, O Lord God, 
hast said to me, “Buy the held for 
money and get witnesses”—though the 
city is given into the hands of the 
Cnalde'ans.’ ” 

26 The word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah: 27 “Behold, I am the Lord, 
the God of all flesh; is anything too hard 
for me? 28 Therefore, thus says the 
Loud : Behold, I am giving this city into 
the hands of the Chalde'ans and into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon, and he shall take it. 29 The 
Chaide'ans who are fighting against this 
city shall come and set this city on fire, 
and burn it, with the houses on whose 
roofs incense has been offered to Ba'al 
and drink offerings have been poured 
out to other gods, to provoke me to 
anger. 20 For the sons of Israel and the 
sons of Judah have done nothing but 
evil in my sight from their youth; the 
sons of Israel have done nothing but 
provoke me to anger by the work of 
their hands, says the Lord. 31 This city 
has aroused my anger and wrath, from 
rhe day it was built to this day, so that 
i will remove it from my sight 32 be¬ 
cause of all the evil of the sons of Israel 
and the sons of Judah which they did to 
provoke me to anger—their kings and 
their princes, their priests and their 
prophets, the men of Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 33 They have 

* Gk: Heb it 32 38 40. Jcr 31 31 34. 


face; and though I have taught them 
persistently they have not listened to 
receive instruction. 34 They set up their 
abominations in the house which is 
called by my name, to defile it. 35 They 
built tlie high places of Ba'al in the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, to offer up 
their sons and daughters to Molech, 
though I did not command them, nor 
did it enter into my mind, that they 
should do this abomination, to cause 
Judah to sin. 

36 “Now therefore thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel, concerning this 
city of which you say, ‘It is given into 
the hand of the king of Babylon by 
sword, by famine, and by pestilence’: 
37 Behold, I will gather them from all 
the countries to which I drove them in 
my anger and my wrath and in great 
indignation; I will bring them back to 
this place, and I will make them dwell in 
safety. 38 And they shall be my people, 
and I will be their God. 39 I will give 
them one heart and one way, that they 
may fear me for ever, lor their own good 
and the good of their children after 
them. 40 I will make with them an ever¬ 
lasting covenant - , that I will not turn 
away from doing good to them; and 1 
will put the fear of me in their hearts, 
that they may not turn from me. 41 I 
will rejoice in doing them good, and I 
will plant them in this land in faithful¬ 
ness, with all my heart and all my soul. 

42 “For thus says the Lord: Just 
as I have brought all this great evil upon 
this people, so 1 will bring upon them 
all the good that I promise them. 
43 Fields shall be bought in this land of 
which you are saying, It is a desolation, 
without man or beast; it is given into 
the hands of the Chalde'ans. ^Fields 
shall be bought for money, and deeds 
shall be signed and sealed and wit¬ 
nessed, in the land of Benjamin, in the 
places about Jerusalem, and in the 
cities of Judah, in the cities of the hill 
country, in the cities of the Shephe'lah, 
and in the cities of the Negeb; for I 
will restore: their fortunes, says the 
Lord.” 

02 The word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah a second time, while he 
was still shut up in the court of the 
guard: 2 “Thus says the Lord who 
made the earth,? the Lord who formed 
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it to establish it—the Lord is his name: the hands of the one who counts them, 
3 Call to me and I will answer you, and says the Lord. 

will tell you great and hidden things 14 “Behold, the days are coming, 
which you have not known. 4 For thus says the Lord, when X will fulfil the 
says the Lord, the God of Israel, con- promise I made to the house of Israel 
cerning the houses of this city and the and the house of Judah. 15 In those days 
.houses of the kings of Judah which were and at that time I will cause a righteous 
tom down to make a defence against the Branch to spring forth for David; and 
siege mounds and before the sword : h he shall execute justice and righteous- 
5 The Chalde / ans are coming in to ness in the land. 16 In those days Judah 
fight 51 and to fill them with the dead will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell 
bodies of men whom I shall smite in my securely. And this is the name by which 
anger and my wrath, for I have hidden it will be called: ‘The Lord is our 
my face from this city because of all righteousness.’ 

their wickedness. 6 Behold, I will bring 17 “For thus says the Lord: David 
to it health and healing, and I will heal shall never lack a man to sit on the 
them and reveal to them abundance? of throne of the house of Israel, 18 and the 
prosperity and security. 7 I will restore Levitical priests shall never lack a man 
the fortunes of Judah and the fortunes in my presence to offer burnt offerings, 
of Israel, and rebuild them as they were to bum cereal offerings, and to make 
at first. 8 I will cleanse them from all the sacrifices for ever.” 
guilt of their sin against me, and I will 19 The word of the Lord came to 
forgive all the guilt of their sin and re- Jeremiah: 20 “Thus says the Lord: If 
bellion against me. 9 And this city* shall you can break my covenant with the 
be to me a name of joy, a praise and a day and my covenant with the night, 
glory before all the nations of the earth so that day and night will not come at 
who shall hear of all the good that I do their appointed time, 21 then also my 
for them; they shall fear and tremble covenant with David my servant may 
because of all the good and all the be broken ? so that he shall not have a 
prosperity I provide for it. son to reign on his throne, and my 

10 “Thus says the Lord: In this covenant with the Levitical priests my 
place of which you say, ‘It is a waste ministers. ^As the host of heaven can- 
without man or beast,’ in the cities of not be numbered and the sands of the 
Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that sea cannot be measured, so I will 
are desolate, without man or inhabitant multiply the descendants of David my 
or beast, there shall be heard again servant, and the Levitical priests who 
11 the voice of mirth and the voice of minister to me.” 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 23 The word of the Lord came to 
and the voice of the bride, the voices of Jeremiah: 24 “Have you not observed 
those who sing, as they bring thank of- what these people are saying, ‘The 
ferings to the house of the Lord : Lord has rejected the two families 

‘Give thanks to the Lord of hosts, which he chose’? Thus they have de- 
for the Lord is good, spised my people so that they are no 

for his steadfast love endures for longer a nation in their sight. 25 Thus 
ever !* says the Lord : If I have not established 

For I will restore the fortunes of the my covenant with day and night and the 
land as at first, says the Lord. ordinances of heaven and earth, 26 then 

12 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: I will reject the descendants of Jacob 
In this place which is waste, without and David my servant and will not 

man or beast, and in all of its cities, choose one of his descendants to rule 

there shall again be habitations of over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and 
shepherds resting their flocks. 13 In the Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes, 
cities of the hill country, in the cities of and will have mercy upon them.” 
the Shephe'lah, and in the cities of the 

Negeb, in the land of Benjamin, the *2 A The word which came to Jere- 

places about Jerusalem, and in the cities miah from the Lord, when 

of Judah, flocks shall again pass under Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and 

* Heb obscure * Cn: Heb They are earning in to fight against the Chaldeans Heb uncertain k Hcb and it 
33.15; Is 4.2; Jer 23.5; Zech 3.8; £.12. 
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all his army and all the kingdoms of the 
earth under his dominion and all the 
peoples were fighting against Jeru¬ 
salem and all of its cities: 2 “Thus says 
the Lord, the God of Israel: Go and 
speak to Zedeki'ah king of Judah and 
say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord: Be¬ 
hold, I am giving this city into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he shall 
burn it with fire. 3 You shall not escape 
from his hand, but shall surely be cap¬ 
tured and delivered into his hand; you 
shall see the king of Babylon eye to eye 
and speak with him face to face; and you 
shall go to Babylon.’ 4 Yet hear the 
word of the Lord, O Zedeki'ah king of 
Judah! Thus says the Lord concerning 
you: ‘You shall not die by the sword. 
3 You shall die in peace. And as spices 
were burned for your fathers, the 
former kings who were before you, so 
men shall bum spices for you and 
lament for you, saying, “Alas, lord!” ’ 
For I have spoken the word, says the 
Lord.” 

6 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke 
all these words to Zedeki'ah king of 
Judah, in Jerusalem, 7 when the army 
of the king of Babylon was fighting 
against Jerusalem and against sill the 
cities of Judah that were left, Lachish 
and Azekah; for these were the only 
fortified cities of Judah that remained. 

8 The word which came to Jeremiah 
from the Lord, after King Zedeki'ah 
had made a covenant with all the people 
in Jerusalem to make a proclamation of 
liberty to them, 9 that every one should 
set free his Hebrew slaves, male and 
female ? so that no one should enslave a 
Jew, his brother. 10 And they obeyed, all 
the princes and all the people who had 
entered into the covenant that every one 
would set free his slave, male or female, 
so that they would not be enslaved 
again; they obeyed and set them free. 
11 But afterward they turned around and 
took back the male and female slaves 
they had set free, and brought them 
into subjection as slaves. *2 The word of 
the Lord came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord: 13 “Thus says the Lord, the God 
>f Israel: I made a covenant with your 
fathers when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage, saying, 14 ‘At the end of six 1 
years each of you must set free the 
fellow Hebrew who has been sold to 

*Gk: Heb teven m Cn: Heb lacks lik* 


you and has served you six years; you 
must set him free from your service.* 
But your lathers did not listen to me or 
incline their ears to me. 15 You recently 
repented and did what was right in my 
eyes by proclaiming liberty, each to his 
neighbour, and you made a covenant 
before me in the house which is called 
by my name; 16 but then you turned 
around and profaned my name when 
each of you took back his male and 
female slaves, whom you had set free 
according to their desire, and you 
brought them into subjection to be your 
slaves. 17 Therefore, thus says the 
Lord : You have not obeyed me by pro¬ 
claiming liberty, every one to his 
brother and to his neighbour; behold, I 
proclaim to you liberty to the sword, to 
pestilence, and to famine, says the 
Lord. I will make you a horror to all the 
kingdoms of the earth. 18 And the men 
who transgressed my covenant and did 
not keep the terms of the covenant 
which they made before me, I will make 
like™ the calf which they cut in two and 
passed between its parts — 19 the princes 
of Judah, the princes of Jerusalem, the 
eunuchs, the priests, and all the people 
of the land who passed between the 
parts of the calf; 20 and I will give them 
mto the hand of their enemies and into 
the hand of those who seek their lives. 
Their dead bodies shall be food for the 
birds of the air and the beasts of the 
earth. 21 And Zedeki'ah king of Judah, 
and his princes I will give into the hand 
of their enemies and into the hand of 
those who seek their lives, into the hand 
of the army of the king of Babylon 
which has withdrawn from you. 22 Be¬ 
hold, I will command, says the Lord, 
and will bring them back to this city; 
and they will light against it, and take it, 
and bum it with fire. I will make the 
cities of Judah a desolation without 
inhabitant.” 

The word which came to Jere- 
miah from the Lord in the days 
of Jehoi'akim the son of Josi'ah, king of 
Judah: 2 “Go to the house of the Re'- 
chabites, and speak with them, and 
bring them to the house of the Lord, 
into one of the chambers; then offer 
them wine to drink.” 3 So I took Ja- 
azani'ah the son of Jeremiah, son of 
Habazzini'ah, and his brothers, and all 
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his sons, and the whole house of the people has not obeyed me. 17 Therefore, 
Re'chabites. 4 1 brought them to the thus says the Lord, the God of hosts. 


house of the Lord into the chamber of 
the sons of Hanan the son of Igdali'ah, 
the man of God, which was near the 
chamber of the princes, above the 
chamber of Ma-asei'ah the son of Shal- 
ium, keeper of the threshold. 5 Then 3 
set before the Re'chabites pitchers full 
of wine, and cups; and I said to them, 
“Drink wine.” 6 But they answered, 
“We will drink no wine, for Jon'adab 
the son of Rechab, our father, com¬ 
manded us, ‘You shall not drink wine, 
neither you nor your sons for ever; 
7 you shall not build a house; you shall 
not sow seed; you shall not plant or have 
a vineyard; but you shall live in tents 
all your days, that you may live many 
days in the land where you sojourn.* 
# We have obeyed the voice of Jon'adab 
the son of Rechab, our father, in all that 
he commanded us, to drink no wine all 
our days, ourselves, our wives, our 
sons, or our daughters, 9 and not to 
build houses to dwell in. We have no 
vineyard or field or seed; 19 but we have 
lived in tents, and have obeyed and done 
all that Jon'adab our father commanded 
us. 11 But when Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon came up against the land, we 
said, ‘Come, and let us go to Jerusalem 
for fear of the army of the Chaide'ans 
and the army of the Syrians.* So we are 
living in Jerusalem.*’ 

12 Then the word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah; 13 “Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and say 
to the men of Judah and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, Will you not receive in¬ 
struction ana listen to my words? says 
the Lord. 14 The command which Jon'¬ 
adab the son of Rechab gave to his sons, 
to drink no wine, has been kept; and 
they drink none to this day, for they 
have obeyed their father’s command. I 
have spoken to you persistently, but you 
have not listened to me. 15 3 have sent 
to you all my servants the prophets, 
sending them persistently, saying, 
‘Turn now every one of you from his 
evil way, and amend your doings, and 
do not go after other gods to serve them, 
and then you shall dwell in the land 
which I gave to you and your fathers. 
But you did not incline your ear or listen 
to me. 16 The sons of Jon'adab the son 
of Rechab have kept the command 
which their father gave them, but this 


the God of Israel; Behold, I am bring¬ 
ing on Judah and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem all the evil that I have 
pronounced against them; because 3 
have spoken to them and they have not 
listened, 3 have called to them and they 
have not answered.” 

18 But to the house of the Re'chabites 
Jeremiah said, “Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: Because you 
have obeyed the command of Jon'adab 
your father, and kept all his precept% 
and done all that he commanded you, 
19 therefore thus says the Lord o? 
hosts, the God of Israel; Jon'adab the 
son of Rechab shall never lack a man to 
stand before me.” 

In the fourth year of Jchoi'akira 
the son cf Josi'ah, king of Judah, 
this word came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord; 2 “Take a scroll and write on it 
all the words that I have spoken to you 
against Israel and Judah and all the na¬ 
tions, from the day I spoke to you, from 
riie days of losi'ah until today. 3 It may 
foe that the house of Judah will hear ail 
the evil which I intend to do to them, so 
that every one may turn from his evil 
way, and that I may forgive their ini¬ 
quity and their sin.” 

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the 
son of Neri'ah, and Baruch wrote upon 
a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all 
the words of the Lord which he had 
spoken to him. 5 And Jeremiah ordered 
Baruch, saying, “I am debarred from 
going to the house of the Lord; 6 so 
you are to go, and on a fast day in the 
nearing of all the people in the Lord’s 
house you shall read the words of the 
Lord from the scroll which you have 
written at my dictation. You shall read 
them also in the hearing of all the men 
of Judah who come out of their cities. 
7 It may be that their supplication will 
cpme before the Lord, and that every 
one will turn from his evil way, for great 
is the anger and wrath that the Lord 
has pronounced against this people.” 
8 And Baruch the son of Neri'an did all 
that Jeremiah the prophet ordered him 
about reading from the scroll the words 
of the Lord in the Lord’s house. 

9 In the fifth year of Jehoi'akim the 
son of Josi'ah, king of Judah, in the 
ninth month, all the people in Jeru- 
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salem and all the people who came from 
the cities of Judah to Jerusalem pro¬ 
claimed a fast before the Lord. 10 Then, 
in the hearing of all the people, Baruch 
read the words of Jeremiah from the 
scroll, in the house of the Lord, in the 
chamber of Gemari'ah the son of 
Shaphan the secretary, which was in the 
upper court, at the entry of the New 
Gate of the lord’s house. 

11 When Micai'ah the son of Gema¬ 
ri'ah, son of Shaphan, heard all the 
words of the Lord from the scroll, u he 
went down to the king’s house, into the 
secretary’s chamber; and all the princes 
were sitting there: Elish'ama the 
secretary, Dela'iah the son of Shemai'- 
ah, Elna'than the son of Achbor, 
Gemari'ah the son of Shaphan, Zedeki'- 
ah the son of Hanani'ah, and all the 
princes. 13 And Micai'ah told them all 
the words that he had heard, when 
Baruch read the scroll in the hearing of 
the people. 14 Then all the princes sent 
Jchu'di the son of Netham'ah, son of 
Shclemi'ah, son of Cushi, to say to 
Baruch, “Take in your hand the scroll 
that you read in the hearing of the 
people, and come.” So Baruch the son 
of Neri'ah took the scroll in his hand 
and came to them. 15 And they said to 
him, “Sit down and read it.” So Baruch 
read it to them. 16 When they heard all 
the words, they turned one to another in 
fear; and they said to Baruch, “We must 
report all these words to the king.” 
17 Then they asked Baruch, "Tell us, 
how did you write all these words? Was 
it at his dictation?” 18 Baruch answered 
them, “He dictated all these words to 
me, while I wrote them with ink on the 
scroll.” 19 Then the princes said to 
Baruch, "Go and hide, you and Jere¬ 
miah, and let no one know where you 
are.” 

20 So they went into the court to the 
king, having put the scroll in the cham¬ 
ber of Elish'ama the secretary; and they 
reported all the words to the king. 
21 Then the king sent Jehu'di to get the 
scroll, and he took it from the chamber 
of Elish'ama the secretary; and Jehu'di 
read it to the king and all the princes 
who stood beside the king. 22 It was the 
ninth month, and the king was sitting in 
the winter house and there was a fire 
burning in the brazier before him. 23 As 
Jehu'di read three or four columns, the 
king would cut them off with a pen¬ 


knife and throw them into the fire in 
the brazier, until the entire scroll was 
consumed in the fire that was in the 
brazier. 24 Yet neither the king, nor any 
of his servants who heard all these 
words, was afraid, nor did they rend 
their garments. 25 Even when Elna'than 
and Dela'iah and Gemari'ah urged the 
king not to bum the scroll, he would not 
listen to them. 26 And the king com¬ 
manded Jerah'meel the king’s son and 
Serai'ah the son of Az'ri-d and She- 
lemi'ah the son of Abdeel to seize 
Baruch the secretary and Jeremiah the 
prophet, but the Lord hid them. 

27 Now, after the king had burned 
the scroll with the words which Baruch 
wrote at Jeremiah’s dictation, the word 
of the Lord came to Jeremiah: 28 “Take 
another scroll and write on it all the 
former words that were in the first 
scroll, which Jehoi'akim the king of 
Judah has burned. 29 And concerning 
Jehoi'akim king of Judah you shall say. 
‘Thus says the Lord, You have burned 
this scroll, saying, “Why have you 
written in it that the king of Babylon 
will certainly come and destroy this 
land, and will cut off from it man and 
beast?” 30 Therefore thus says the Lord 
concerning Jehoi'akim king of Judah, 
He shall have none to sit upon the 
throne of David, and his dead body 
shall be cast out to the heat by day and 
the frost by night. 31 And I will punish 
him and his offspring and his servants 
for their iniquity; I will bring upon 
them, and upon the inhabitants of Jeru¬ 
salem, and upon the men of Judah, all 
the evil that I have pronounced against 
them, but they would not hear.’ ” 

32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll 
and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son 
of Neri'ah, who wrote on it at the dicta¬ 
tion of Jeremiah all the words of the 
scroll which Jehoi'akim king of Judah 
had burned in the fire; and many similar 
words were added to them. 

*2*7 Zedeki'ah the son of Josi'ah, 
/ whom Nebuchadrez'zar king of 
Babylon made king in the land of Judah, 
reigned instead of Coni'ah the son of 
Jehoi'akim. 2 But neither he nor his 
servants nor the people of the land 
listened to the words of the Lord which 
he spoke through Jeremiah the prophet. 

3 King Zedeki'ah sent Jehu'cal the 
son of Shelemi'ah, and Zephani'ah the 
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priest, the son of Ma-asei'ah, to Jere¬ 
miah the prophet, saying, “Pray for us 
to the Lord our God.” 4 Now Jeremiah 
was still going in and out among the 
people, for he had not yet been put in 
prison. 5 The army of Pharaoh had 
come out of Egypt; and when the 
Chalde'ans who were besieging Jeru¬ 
salem heard news of them, they with¬ 
drew from Jerusalem. 

6 Then the word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah the prophet: 7 “Thus says 
the Lord, God of Israel: Thus shall you 
say to the king of Judah who sent you to 
me to inquire of me, ‘Behold, Pharaoh’s 
army which came to help you is about 
to return to Egypt, to its own land. 
8 And the Chalde'ans shall come back 
and fight against this city; they shall 
take it and burn it with fire. 9 Thus says 
the Lord, Do not deceive yourselves, 
saying, “The Chalde'ans will surely 
stay away from us,” for they will not 
stay away. 10 For even if you should de¬ 
feat the whole army of Chalde'ans who 
are fighting against you, and there re¬ 
mained of them only wounded men, 
every man in his tent, they would rise 
up and bum this city with fire.’ ” 

11 Now when the Chalde an army 
had withdrawn from Jerusalem at the 
approach of Pharaoh’s army, 12 Jere¬ 
miah set out from Jerusalem to go to the 
land of Benjamin to receive his portion” 
there among the people. 13 When he 
was at the Benjamin Gate, a sentry there 
named Iri'jah the son of Shelemi'ah, son 
of Hanani'ah, seized Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying, “You are deserting to 
the Chalde'ans.” 14 And Jeremiah said, 
“It is false; I am not deserting to the 
Chalde'ans,” But Iri'jah would not 
listen to him, and seized Jeremiah and 
brought him to the princes. 15 And the 
princes were enraged at Jeremiah, and 
they beat him and imprisoned him in 
the house of Jonathan the secretary, for 
it had been made a prison. 

16 When Jeremiah had come to the 
dungeon cells, and remained there 
many days, 17 King Zedeki'ah sent for 
him, and received him. The king ques¬ 
tioned him secretly in his house, and 
said, “Is there any word from the 
Lord?” Jeremiah said, “There is.” 
Then he said, “You shall be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Babylon.” 
18 Jeremiah also said to King Zedeki'ah, 

* Hcb obscure 


“What wrong have I done to you or 
your servants or this people, that you 
have put me in prison? 19 Where are 
your prophets who prophesied to you, 
saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not 
come against you and against this land’? 
20 Now hear, I pray you, O my lord the 
king: let my humble plea come before 
you, and do not send me back to the 
house of Jonathan the secretary, lest l 
die there.” 21 So King Zedeki'ah gave 
orders, and they committed Jeremiah to 
the court of the guard; and a loaf of 
bread was given him daily from the 
bakers* street, until all the bread of the 
city was gone. So Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the guard, 
d© Now Shephati'ah the son of 
Mattan, Gedali'ah the son of 
Pashhur, Jucal the son of Shelemi'ah, 
and Pashhur the son of Malchi'ah heard 
the words that Jeremiah was saying to 
all the people, 2 “Thus says the Lord, 
He who stays in this city shall die by the 
sword, by famine, and by pestilence; 
but he who goes out to the Chalde'ans 
shall live; he shall have his life as a prize 
of war, and live. 3 Thus says the Lord, 
This city shall surely be given into the 
hand of the army of the king of Babylon 
and be taken.” 4 Then the princes said 
to the king, “Let this man be put to 
death, for he is weakening the hands of 
the soldiers who are left in this city, 
and the hands of all the people, by 
speaking such words to them. For this 
man is not seeking the welfare of this 
people, but their harm.” 5 King Zede¬ 
ki'ah said, “Behold, he is in your hands; 
for the king can do nothing against 
ou.” 6 So they took Jeremiah and cast 
im into the cistern of Malchi'ah, the 
king’s son, which was in the court of the 
guard, letting Jeremiah down by ropes. 
And there was no water in the cistern, 
but only mire, and Jeremiah sank in 
the mire. 

7 When E'bed-mel'ech the Ethi¬ 
opian, a eunuch, who was in the king’s 
house, heard that they had put Jere¬ 
miah into the cistern—the king was 
sitting in the Benjamin Gate— 8 E'bed- 
mel'ech went from the king’s house and 
said to the king, 9 “My lord the king, 
these men have done evil in all that they 
did to Jeremiah the prophet by casting 
him into the cistern; and he will die 
there of hunger, for there is no bread 
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left in the city.” 10 Then the king com¬ 
manded E'bed-mel'ech, the Ethiopian, 
“Take three men with you from here, 
and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of 
the cistern before he dies.” 11 So E'bed- 
mel'ech took the men with him and 
went to the house of the king, to a ward¬ 
robe of" the storehouse, and took from 
there old rags and worn-out clothes, 
which he let down to Jeremiah in the 
cistern by ropes. 12 Then E'bed-mel'ech 
the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Put the 
rags and clothes between your armpits 
and the ropes.” Jeremiah did so. 
13 Then they drew Jeremiah up with 
ropes and lifted him out of the cistern. 
And Jeremiah remained in the court of 
the guard. 

14 King Zedeki'ah sent for Jeremiah 
the prophet and received him at the 
third entrance of the temple of the 
Lord. The king said to Jeremiah, “I 
will ask you a question; hide nothing 
from me.” 15 Jeremiah said to Zedeki'¬ 
ah, “If I tell you, will you not be sure 
to put me to death? And if I give you 
counsel, you will not listen to me.” 
16 Then King Zedeki'ah swore secretly 
to Jeremiah, “As the Lord lives, who 
made our souls, I will not put you 
to death or deliver you into the 
hand of these men who seek your 
life.” 

17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedeki'ah, 
“Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, 
the God of Israel, If you will surrender 
to the princes of the king of Babylon, 
then your life shall be spared, and this 
city shall not be burned with fire, and 
you and your house shall live. 18 But if 
you do not surrender to the princes of 
the king of Babylon, then this city shall 
be given into the hand of the Chalde'- 
ans, and they shall bum it with fire, and 
you shall not escape from their hand.” 
19 King Zedeki'ah said to Jeremiah, “I 
am afraid of the Jews who have de¬ 
serted to the Chalde'ans, lest I be 
handed over to them and they abuse 
me.” 20 Jeremiah said, “You shall not 
be given to them. Obey now the voice 
of the Lord in what I say to you, and it 
shall be well with you, and your life 
shall be spared. 21 But if you refuse to 
surrender, this is the vision which the 
Lord has shown to me: 22 Behold, all 
the women left in the house of the king 
of Judah were being led out to the 
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princes of the king of Babylon and were 
saying, 

‘Your trusted friends have deceived 
you 

and prevailed against you; 

now that your feet are sunk in the 

mire, 

they turn away from you.” 

23All your wives and your sons shall be 
led out to the Chalde'ans, and you your¬ 
self' shall not escape from their hand, 
but shall be seized by the king of Baby¬ 
lon; and this city shall be burned with 
fire.” 

24 Then Zedeki'ah said to Jeremiah, 
“Let no one know of these words and 
you shall not die. 25 If the princes hear 
that l have spoken with you and come to 
you and say to you, ‘Tell us what you 
said to the king and what the king said 
to you; hide nothing from us and we 
will not put you to death," 26 then you 
shall s&y to them, T made a humble plea 
to the king that he would not send me 
back to the house of Jonathan to die 
there." ” 27 Then all the princes came 
to Jeremiah and asked him, and he an¬ 
swered them as the king had instructed 
him. So they left off speaking with him, 
for the conversation had not been over¬ 
heard. 2 8And Jeremiah remained in the 
court of the guard until the day that 
Jerusalem was taken. 

In the ninth year of Zedeki'ah 
Dj* king of Judah, in the tenth 
month, Nebuchadrez'zar king of Baby¬ 
lon and all his army came against 
Jerusalem and besieged it; 2 in the 
eleventh year of Zedeki'ah, in the 
fourth month, on the ninth day of the 
month, a breach was made in the city. 

3 When Jerusalem was taken,R all the 
princes of the king of Babylon came and 
sat in the middle gate^ Ner'gal-share'- 
zer, Sam'gar-ne'bo, Sar'sechim the 
Rab'saris, Ner'gal-share'zer the Rab- 
mag, with all the rest of the officers of 
the king of Babylon. 4 When Zedeki'ah 
king of Judah and all the soldiers saw 
them, they fled, going out of the city at 
night by way of the king’s garden 
through the gate between the two walls; 
and they went toward the Arabah. 5 But 
the army of the Chalde'ans pursued 
them, and overtook Zedeki'ah in the 
plains of Jericho; and when they had 
taken him, they brought him up to Neb¬ 
uchadrez'zar king of Babylon, at Riblah, 
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in the land of Hamath; and he passed 
sentence upon him. 6 The king of Baby¬ 
lon slew the sons of Zedeki'ah at Riblah 
before his eyes; and the king of Babylon 
slew all the nobles of Judah. 7 He put 
out the eyes of Zedeki'ah, and bound 
him in fetters to take him to Babylon. 

8 The Chalde'ans burned the lung’s 
house and the house of the people, and 
broke down the walls of Jerusalem. 

9 Then Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of 
the guard, carried into exile to Babylon 
the rest of the people who were left in 
the city, those who had deserted to 
him, and the people who remained. 

10 Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of the 
guard, left in the land of Judah some of 
the poor people who owned nothing, 
and gave them vineyards and fields at 
the same time. 

11 Ncbuchadrez'zar king of Babylon 
gave command concerning Jeremiah 
•ibrought Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of 
the guard, saying, 12 “Take him, look 
after him well and do him no harm, but 
deal with him as he tells you.” 13 So 
Nebu'zarad'an the captain of the guard, 
Nebushaz'ban the Rab'saris, Ner'gal- 
share'zer the Rabmag, and all the chief 
officers of the king of Babylon 14 sent 
and took Jeremiah from the court of the 
guard. They entrusted him to Gedali'ah 
the son of Ahi'kam, son of Shaphan, 
tliat he should take him home. So he 
dwelt among the people. 

15 The word of the Lord came to 
Jeremiah while he was shut up in the 
court of the guard: 16 “Go, and say to 
E'bed-mel'ech the Ethiopian, ‘Thus 
says the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel: Behold, I will fulfil my words 
against this city for evil and not for 
good, and they shall be accomplished 
before you on that day. 17 But I will de¬ 
liver you on that day, says the Lord, 
and you shall not be given into the hand 
of the men of whom you are afraid. 
18 For I will surely save you, and you 
shall not fall by the sword; but you shall 
have your life as a prize of war, because 
you have put your trust in me, says the 
Lord.’ ” 

The word that came to Jere- 
“v miah from the Lord after Nebu'¬ 
zarad'an the captain of the guard had 
let him go from Ramah, when he took 
him bound in chains along with all the 
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captives of Jerusalem and Judah who 
were being exiled to Babylon. 2 The 
captain of the guard took Jeremiah and 
said to him, “The Lord your God pro¬ 
nounced this evil against this place; 

3 the Lord has brought it about, and has 
done as he said. Because you sinned 
against the Lord, and did not obey his 
voice, this tiling has come upon you. 

4 Now, behold, I release you today from 
the chains on your hands. If it seems 
good to you to come with me to Baby¬ 
lon, come, and I will look after you well; 
but if it seems wrong to you to come 
with me to Babylon, do not come. See, 
the whole land is before you; go 
wherever you think it good and right to 
go. 5 If you remain, 4 then return to 
Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam, son of 
Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon ap¬ 
pointed governor of the cities of Judah, 
and dwell with him among the people; 
or go wherever you think it right to go.” 
So the captain of the guard gave him 
an allowance of food and a present, and 
let him go. 6 Then Jeremiah went to 
Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam, at 
Mizpah, and dwelt with him among the 
people who were left in the land. 

7 When all the captains of the forces 
in the open country and their men 
heard that the king of Babylon had ap¬ 
pointed Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam 
governor in the land, and had com¬ 
mitted to him men, women, and chil¬ 
dren, those of the poorest of the land 
who had not been taken into exile to 
Babylon, 8 they went to Gedali'ah at 
Mizpah—Ish'mael the son of Nethani'- 
ah, Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah, Serai'- 
ah the son of Tanhu'meth, the sons of 
Ephai the Netoph'athite, Jezani'ah the 
son of the Ma-ac'athite, they and their 
men. 9 Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam, 
son of Shaphan, swore to them and their 
men, saying, “Do not be afraid to serve 
the Chalde'ans. Dwell in the land, and 
serve the king of Babylon, and it shall 
be well with you. 10 As for me, I will 
dwell at Mizpah, to stand for you before 
the Chalde'ans who will come to us; but 
as for you, gather wine and summer 
fruits and oil, and store them in your 
vessels, and dwell in your cities that you 
have taken.” 11 Likewise, when all the 
Jews who were in Moab and among the 
Ammonites and in Edom and in other 
lands heard that the king of Babylon 
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had left a remnant in Judah and had ap¬ 
pointed Gedali'ah the son of Ah,' "karri, 
son of Shaphan, as governor over them, 
I 2 then all the Jews returned from all 
the places to which they had been 
driven and came to the land of Judah, 
to Gedali'ah at-Mizpah; and they gath¬ 
ered wine and summer fruits in great 
abundance. 

13 Now Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah 
and all the leaders of the forces in the 
open country came to Gedali'ah at 
Mizpah 14 and said to him, “Do you 
know that Ba'alis the king of the Am¬ 
monites has sent Ish'mael the son of 
Nethani'ah to take your life?” But 
Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'kam would 
not believe them. 15 Then Joha'nan the 
son of Kare'ah spoke secretly to 
Gedali'ah at Mizpah, “Let me go and 
slay Ish'mad the son of Nethani'ah, and 
no one will know it. Why should he take 
your life, so that all the Jews who are 
gathered about you would be scattered, 
and the remnant of Judah would per¬ 
ish?” M But Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'¬ 
kam said to Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah, 
“You shall not do this thing, for you 
are speaking falsely of Ish'mad.” 

A\ In the seventh month, Ish'mael 
^tJL the son of Nethani'ah, son of 
Elish'ama, of the royal family, one of 
the chief officers of the king, came with 
ten men to Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'¬ 
kam, at Mizpah. As they ate bread to¬ 
gether there at Mizpah, 2 Ish'mad the 
son of Nethani'ah and the ten men with 
him rose up and struck down Gedali'ah 
the son of Ahi'kam, son of Shaphan, 
with the sword, and killed him, whom 
the king of Babylon had appointed 
governor in the land. 3 Ish'mael also 
slew all the Jews who were with Ged¬ 
ali'ah at Mizpah, and the Chalde'an 
soldiers who happened to be there. 

4 On the day after the murder of 
Gedali'ah, before any one knew of it, 
5 eighty men arrived from Shechem 
and Shiloh and Samar'ia, with their 
beards shaved, and their clothes tom, 
and their bodies gashed, bringing cereal 
offerings and incense to present at the 
temple of the Lord. 6 And Ish'mael the 
son of Nethani'ah came out from Miz¬ 
pah to meet them, weeping as he came. 
As he met them, he said to them, 
“Come in to Gedali'ah the son of Ahi'¬ 
kam.” 7 When they came into the city, 
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Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah and the 
men with him slew them, and cast them 
into a cistern. 8 But there were ten men 
among them who said to Ish'mael, “Do 
not kill us, for we have stores of wheat, 
barley, oil, and honey hidden in the 
fields.” So he refrained and did not kill 
them with their companions. 

9 Now the cistern into which Ish'¬ 
mael cast all the bodies of the men 
whom he had slain was the large cistern"' 
which King Asa had made for defence 
against Ba'asha king of Israel; Ish'mael 
the son of Nethani'ah filled it with the 
slain. 10 Then Ish'mael took captive ail 
the rest of the people who were in Miz¬ 
pah, the king's daughters and all the 
people who were left at Mizpah, whom 
Nebu'zarad'an, the captain of the guard, 
had committed to Gedali'ah the son of 
Ahi'kam. Ish'mael the son of Nethani'- 
ah took them captive and set out to cross 
over to the Ammonites. 

II But when Joha'nan the son of 
Kare'ah and all the leaders of the forces 
with him heard of all the evil which 
Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah had 
done, 12 they took all their men and 
went to fight against Ish'mael the son 
of Nethani'ah. They came upon him at 
the great pool which is in Gibeon. 
13 And when all the people who were 
with Ish'mael saw Joha'nan the son of 
Kare'ah and all the leaders of the forces 
with him, they rejoiced. 14 So all the 
people whom Ish'mael had carried away 
captive from Mizpah turned about and 
came back, and went to Joha'nan the 
son of Kare'ah. 15 But Ish'mael the son 
of Nethani'ah escaped from Joha'nan 
with eight men, and went to the Am¬ 
monites. Then Joha'nan the son of 
Kare'ah and all the leaders of the forces 
with him took all the rest of the people 
whom Ish'mael the son of Nethani'ah 
had carried away captive* from Mizpah 
after he had slam Gedali'ah the son of 
Ahi'kam—soldiers, women, children, 
and eunuchs, whom Joha'nan brought 
back from Gibeon. 17 And they went 
and stayed at Geruth Chimham near 
Bethlehem, intending to go to Egypt 
18 because of the Chalde'ans; for they 
were afraid of them, because Ish'mael 
the son of Nethani'ah had slain Gedali'¬ 
ah the son of Ahi'kam, whom the king 
of Babylon had made governor over the 
land. 
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Then all the commanders of the 
forces, and Joha'nan the son of 
Kare'ah and Azari'ah* the son of 
Hoshai'ah, and all the people from the 
least to the greatest, came near 2 and 
said to Jeremiah the prophet, “Let our 
supplication come before you, and pray 
to the Lord your God for us, for all this 
remnant (for we are left but a few of 
many, as your eyes see us), 3 that the 
Lord your God may show us the way 
we should go, and the tiling that we 
should do.” 4 Jeremiah the prophet said 
to them, “I have heard you; behold, X 
will pray to the Lord your God ac¬ 
cording to your request, and whatever 
the Lord answers you X will tell you; X 
will keep nothing back from you.” 
5 Then they said to Jeremiah. “May the 
Lord be a true and faithful witness 
against us if we do not act according to 
all the word with which the Lord your 
God sends you to us. * Whether it is 
good or evil, we will obey the voice of 
the Lord our God to whom we are 
sending you, that it may be well with us 
when we obey the voice of the Lord 
our God.” 

7 At the end of ten days the word of 
the Lord came to Jeremiah. 8 Then he 
summoned Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah 
and all the commanders of the forces 
who were with him, and all the people 
from the least to the greatest, 9 and 
said to them, “ l hus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel, to whom you sent me to 
present your supplication before him: 

If you will remain in this land, then I 
will build you up and not pull you 
down; I will plant you, and not pluck 
you up; for I repent of the evil which I 
did to you. I 1 Do not fear the king of 
Babylon, of whom you are afraid; do not 
fear him, says the LORD, for X am with 
you, to save you and to deliver you 
from his hand. 12 1 will grant you mercy, 
that he may have mercy on you and let 
you remain in your own land. 13 But 
if you say, ‘We will not remain in this 
land/ disobeying the voice of the Lord 
your God 14 and saying, *No, we will go 
to the land of Egypt, where we shall not 
see war, or hear the sound of the trum¬ 
pet, or be hungry for bread, and we will 
dwell there/ 15 then hear the word of the 
Lord, O remnant of Judah. Thus says 
the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
If you set your faces to enter Egypt and 
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go to live there, 16 then the sword which 
you fear shall overtake you there in the 
land of Egypt; and the famine of which 
you are afraid shall follow hard after you 
to Egypt; and there you shall die. 17 A11 
the men who set their faces to go to 
Egypt to live there shall die by the 
sword, by famine, and by pestilence; 
they shall have no remnant or survivor 
from the evil which 1 will bring upon 
them. 

18 “For thus says the Lord of hosts* 
the God of Israel: As my anger and my 
wrath were poured out on the in¬ 
habitants of Jerusalem, so my wrath will 
be poured out on you when you go to 
Egypt. You shall become an execration, 
a horror, a curse, and a taunt. You shall 
see this place no more. 19 The Lord has 
said to you, O remnant of Judah, ‘Do 
not go to Egypt/ Know for a certainty 
that X have warned you this day 20 that 
you have gone astray at the cost of your 
lives. For you sent me to the Lord your 
God, saying, ‘Fray for us to the Lord 
our God, and whatever the Lord our 
God says declare to us and we will do 
it* 21 And I have this day declared it to 
you, but you have not obeyed the voice 
of the Lord your God in anything that 
he sent me to tell you. 22 Now therefore 
know for a certainty that you shall die 
by the sword, by famine, and by pesti¬ 
lence in the place where you desire to go 
to live.” 

When Jeremiah finished speak¬ 
er mg to all the people all these 
words of the Lord their God, with 
which the Lord their God had sent him 
to them, 2 Azari'ah the son of Hoshai'ah 
and Joha nan the son of Kare'ah and 
all the insolent men said to Jeremiah, 
“You are telling a lie. The Lord our 
God did not send you to say, ‘Do not 
go to Egypt to live there*; 3 but Baruch 
the son of Neri'ah has set you against 
us, to deliver us into the hand of the 
Chalde'ans, that they may kill us or 
take us into exile in Babylon.” 4 So 
Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah and all the 
commanders of the forces and all the 
people did not obey the voice of the 
Lord, to remain in the land of Judah. 
3 But Joha'nan the son of Kare'ah and 
all the commanders of the forces took 
all the remnant of Judah who had re¬ 
turned to live in the land of Judah from 
all the nations to which they had been 
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children, the princesses, and every 
person whom Nebu'zarad'an the cap¬ 
tain of the guard had left with Gedali'ah 
the son of Ahi'kam, son of Shaphan; 
also Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch 
the son of Neri'ah. 'And they came into 
the land of Egypt, for they did not obey 
the voice of the Lord. And they arrived 
at Tah'panhes. 

8 Then the word of the Lord came 
to Jeremiah in Tah'panhes: 9 “Take 
in your hands large stones, and hide 
them in the mortar in the pavement 
which is at the entrance to Pharaoh’s 
palace in Tah'panhes, in the sight of 
the men of Judah, 10 and say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God 
of Israel: Behold, I will send and take 
Nebuchadrez'zar the king of Babylon, 
my servant, and he M will set his throne 
above these stones which I have hid, 
and he will spread his royal canopy over 
them. 11 He shall come and smite the 
land of Egypt, giving to the pestilence 
those who are doomed to the pestilence, 
to captivity those who are doomed to 
captivity, and to the sword those who 
are doomed to the sword. 12 He v shall 
kindle a fire in the temples of the gods 
of Egypt; and he shall burn them and 
carry them away captive; and he shall 
clean the land of Egypt, as a shepherd 
cleans his cloak of vermin; and he shall 
go away from there in peace. 13 He shall 
break the obelisks of Heliop'olis which 
is in the land of Egypt; and the temples 
of the^gods of Egypt he shall bum with 

The word that came to Jeremiah 
concerning all the Jews that dwelt 
in the land of Egypt, at Migdol, at 
Tah'panhes, at Memphis, and in the 
land of Pathros , 2 “Thus says the Lord 
of hosts, the God of Israel: You have 
seen all the evil that I brought upon 
Jerusalem and upon all the cities of 
Judah. Behold, this day they are a deso¬ 
lation, and no one dwells in them, 3 be¬ 
cause of the wickedness which they 
committed, provoking me to anger, in 
that they went to bum incense and 
serve other gods that they knew not, 
neither they ? nor you, nor your fathers, 
4 Yet I persistently sent to you all my 
servants the prophets, saying, ‘Oh, do 
not do this abominable thing that I 
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their ear, to turn from their wickedness 
and burn no incense to other gods. 
6 Therefore my wrath and my anger 
were poured forth and kindled in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem; and they became a waste 
and a desolation, as at this day. 7 And 
now thus says the Lord God of hosts, 
the God of Israel: Why do you commit 
this great evil against yourselves, to cut 
off from you man and woman, infant 
and child, from the midst of Judah, 
leaving you no remnant? 8 Why do you 
provoke me to anger with the works of 
your hands, burning incense to other 
gods in the land of Egypt where you 
have come to live, that you may be cut 
off and become a curse and a taunt 
among all the nations of the earth? 
9 Have you forgotten the wickedness of 
your fathers, the wickedness of the kings 
of Judah, the wickedness of their 10 
wives, your own wickedness, and the 
wickedness of your wives, which they 
committed in the land of Judah and in 
the streets of Jerusalem? 10 They have 
not humbled themselves even to this 
day, nor have they feared, nor walked in 
my law and my statutes which I set 
before you and before your fathers. 

11 “Therefore thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, 1 will 
set my face against you for evil, to cut 
off all Judah. 12 I will take the remnant 
of Judah who have set their faces to 
come to the land of Egypt to live, and 
they shall all be consumed; in the land 
of Egypt they shall fall: by the sword 
and by famine they shall be consumed: 
from the least to the greatest, they shall 
die by the sword and by famine; and 
they shall become an execration, a 
horror, a curse, and a taunt. 13 1 will 
punish those who dwell in the land of 
Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, 
with the sword, with famine, and with 
pestilence, 14 so that none of the rem¬ 
nant of Judah who have come to live in 
the land of Egypt shall escape or survive 
or return to the land of Judah, to which 
they desire to return to dwell there; for 
they shall not return, except some 
fugitives.” 

15 Then all the men who knew that 
their wives had offered incense to other 
gods, and all the women who stood by, 
a great assembly, all the people who 



Punishment prophesied 709 JEREMIAH 

dwelt in Pathros in the land of Egypt, of Egypt: Behold, I have sworn by my 


answered Jeremiah: 16 “As for the word 
which you have spoken to us in the 
name of the Lord, we will not listen to 
you. 17 But we will do everything that 
we have vowed, burn incense to the 
queen of heaven and pour out libations 
to her, as we did, both we and our 
fathers, our kings and our princes, in 
the cities of Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of 
food, and prospered, and saw no evil. 
18 But since we left off burning incense 
to the queen of heaven and pouring out 
libations to her, we have lacked every¬ 
thing and have been consumed by the 
sword and by famine.” 19 And the 
women said,* “When we burned in¬ 
cense to the queen of heaven and 
poured out libations to her, was it with¬ 
out our husbands’ approval that we 
made cakes for her bearing her image 
and poured out libations to her?” 

20 Then Jeremiah said to all the 
people, men and women, all the people 
who had given him this answer: 21 “As 
for the incense that you burned in the 
cities of Judah and in the streets of 
Jerusalem, you and your fathers, your 
kings and your princes, and the people 
of the land, did not the Lord remember 
it?y Did it not come into his mind? 
22 The Lord could no longer bear your 
evil doings and the abominations which 
you committed; therefore your land has 
become a desolation and a waste and a 
curse, without inhabitant, as it is this 
day. 23 It is because you burned incense, 
and because you sinned against the 
Lord and did not obey the voice of the 
Lord or walk in his law and in his 
statutes and in his testimonies, that this 
evil has befallen you, as at this day.” 

24 Jeremiah said to all the people and 
all the women, “Hear the word of the 
Lord, all you of Judah who are in the 
land of Egypt, 25 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel: You and your 
wives have declared with your mouths, 
and have fulfilled it with your hands, 
saying. We will surely perform our 
vows that we have made, to bum in¬ 
cense to the queen of heaven and to 
pour out libations to her.’ Then con¬ 
firm your vows and perform your vows! 
26 Therefore hear the word or the Lord, 
all you of Judah who dwell in the land 

x Compare Syr: Heb lacks And the women said v Syr: 
46 : Is 19; Ezek 29-32; Zech 14.18-19. 


great name, says the Lord, that my 
name shall no more be invoked by the 
mouth of any man of Judah in all the 
land of Egypt, saying, ‘As the Lord 
God lives.’ 27 Behold, I am watching- 
over them for evil and not for good; ah 
the men of Judah who are in the land of 
Egypt shall be consumed by the sword 
and by famine, until there is an end of 
them. 28 And those who escape the 
sword shall return from the land of 
Egypt to the land of Judah, few in 
number; and all the remnant of Judah, 
who came to the land of Egypt to live, 
shall know whose word will stand, mine 
or theirs. 29 This shall be the sign to 
you, says the Lord, that I will punish 
you in this place, in order that you may 
know that my words will surely stand 
against you for evil: 30 Thus says the 
Lord, Behold, l will give Pharaoh 
Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of 
his enemies and into the hand of those 
who seek his life, as I gave Zedeki'ah 
Ring of Judah into the hand of Nebu- 
chadrez'zar king of Babylon, who was 
his enemy and sought his life.” 

AE The word that Jeremiah the 
nr prophet spoke to Baruch the son 
of Neri'ah, when he wrote these words 
in a book at the dictation of Jeremiah, 
in the fourth year of Jehoi'akim the son 
of Jo si'ah, king of Judah: 2 “Thus says 
the Lord, the God of Israel, to you, O 
Baruch: 3 You said, *Woe is me! for the 
Lord has added sorrow to my pain; I 
am weary with my groaning, and I find 
no rest.* 4 Thus shall you say to him-, 
Thus says die Lord: Behold, what 1 
have built I am breaking down, and 
what I have planted I am plucking up— 
that is, the whole land. 5 And do you 
seek great things for yourself? Seek 
them not; for, behold, I am bringing 
evil upon all flesh, says the Lord; but I 
will give you your lire as a prize of war 
in all places to which you may go.” 

The word of the Lord which 
came to Jeremiah the prophet 
concerning the nations. 

2 About Egypt. Concerning the army 
of Pharaoh Neco, king of Egypt, which 
was by the river Eu-phra'tes at Car'- 
chemish and which Nebuchadrez'zar 

Heb them 
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king of Babylon defeated in the fourth 
year of Jehoi'akim the son of. Josi'ah, 
king of Judah: 

3 “Prepare buckler and shield, 

and advance for battle 1 

4 Harness the horses; 

mount, O horsemen! 

Take your stations with your hel¬ 
mets, 

polish your spears, 
put on your coats of mail! 

5 Why have I seen it? 

They are dismayed 

and have turned backward. 

Their warriors are beaten down, 
and have fled in haste; 
they look not back— 
terror on every side! 

says the Lord. 

4 The swift cannot flee away, 
nor the warrior escape; 
in the north by the river Eu-phra'tes 
they have stumbled and fallen. 

7 “Who is this, rising like the Nile, 

like rivers whose waters surge? 

8 Egypt rises like the Nile, 

like rivers whose waters surge. 

He said, I will rise, I will cover the 
earth, 

I will destroy cities and their in¬ 
habitants. 

9 Advance, O horses, 

and rage, O chariots! 

Let the warriors go forth: 
men of Ethiopia and Put who 
handle the shield, 
men of Lud, skilled in handling 
the bow. 

1° That day is the day of the Lord God 
of hosts, 

a day of vengeance, 
to avenge himself on his foes. 

The sword shall devour and be sated, 
and drink Its fill of their blood. 

For the Lord God of hosts holds a 
sacrifice 

in the north country by the river 
Eu-phra'tes. 

11 Go up to Gilead, and take balm, 

O virgin daughter of Egypt! 

In vain you have used many medi¬ 
cines; 

there is no healing for you. 

12 The nations have heard of your 

shame, 

and the earth is full of your cry; 


for has stumbled against 

warrior; 

they have both fallen together.** 

13 The word which the Lord spoke 

to Jeremiah the prophet about the com¬ 
ing of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 

to smite the land of Egypt: 

M “Declare in Egypt, and proclaim in 
Migdol; 

proclaim in Memphis and Tah'- 
panlies; 

Say, ‘Stand ready and be prepared, 
for the sword shall devour round 
about you.* 

15 Why has Apis fled? 2 

Why did not your bull stand? 
Because the Lord thrust him 
down. 

16 Your multitude stumbled® and fell, 

and they said one to another, 
‘Arise, and let us go back to our own 
people 

and to the land of our birth, 
because of the sword of the op¬ 
pressor.* 

* 7 Call the name of Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, 

‘Noisy one who lets the hour go 
by.* 

18 “As I live, says the King, 

whose name is the Lord of hosts, 
like Tabor among the mountains, 
and like Carmel by the sea, shall 
one come. 

19 Prepare yourselves baggage for exile, 

O inhabitants of Egypt! 

For Memphis shall become a waste, 
a ruin, without inhabitant. 

20 “A beautiful heifer is Egypt, 

but a gadfly from the north has 
come upon her. 

21 Even her hired soldiers in her midst 

are like fatted calves; 
yea, they have turned and fled to¬ 
gether, 

they did not stand; 
for the day of their calamity has come 
upon them, 

the time of their punishment. 

22 “She makes a sound like a serpent 

gliding away; 

for her enemies march in force, 
and come against her with axes. 


* Gk: Heb Why was it swept away a Gk: Heb He made mam stumble 
46.5s Ps 31.13; Jer 6.25; 20.3, 10; 49.29. 
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like those who fell trees. 

23 They shall cut down her forest, 

says the Lord, 
though it is impenetrable, 
because they are more numerous than 
locusts; 

they are without number* 

24 The daughter of Egypt shall be put to 

shame, 

she shall be delivered into the hand 
of a people from the north.” 

25 The Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, said: “Behold, I am bringing 
punishment upon Airton of Thebes, and 
Pharaoh, and Egypt and her gods and 
her kings, upon Pharaoh and those who 
trust in him. 26 I will deliver than into 
die hand of those who seek their life, 
into the hand of Ncbuchaclrez zar king 
of Babylon and his officers. Afterward 
Egypt shall be inhabited as in the days 
of old, says the Lord. 

27 “But fear not, O Jacob my servant, 

nor be dismayed, O Israel; 
for lo, I will save you from afar, 
and your offspring from the land 
of their captivity. 

Jacob shall return and have quiet and 
ease, 

and none shall make him afraid. 

28 Fear not, O Jacob my servant, 

says the Lord, 
for I am with you. 

I will make a full end of all the nations 
to which I have driven you, 
but of you I will not make a full 
end. 

I will chasten you in just measure, 
and I will by no means leave you 
unpunished.” 

The word of the Lord that 
came to Jeremiah the prophet 
concerning the Philistines, before Phar¬ 
aoh smote Gaza. 

2 “Thus says the Lord: 

Behold, waters are rising out of the 
north, 

and shall become an overflowing 
torrent; 

they shall overflow the land and all 
that fills it, 

the city and those who dwell in it. 
Men shall cry out. 
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and every inhabitant of the land 
shall wail. 

3 At the noise of the stamping of the 

hoofs of his stallions, 
at the rushing of his chariots, at 
the rumbling of their wheels, 
the fathers look not back to their 
children, 

so feeble are their hands, 

4 because of the day that is coming to 

destroy 

ah the Philistines, 
to cut off from Tyre and Sidon 
every helper that remains. 

For the Lord is destroying the 
Philistines, 

the remnant of the eoastland of 
Caphtor. 

5 Baldness has come upon Gaza, 

Asu'kclon has perished. 

O remnant of the Anakim, & 

how long will you gash yourselves? 

6 Ah, sword of the Lord ! 

How long till you are quiet? 

Put yourself into your scabbard, 
rest and be still! 

7 How can it r be quiet, 

when the Lord has given it a 
charge? 

Against Ash'kelon and against the 
seashore 

he has appointed it.” 

Concerning Moab. 

Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel: 

“Woe to Nebo, for it is laid waste! 
Kiriathalm is put to shame, it is 
taken; 

the fortress is put to shame and 
broken down; 

2 the renown of Moab is no more. 

In Heshbon they planned evil against 

her: 

‘Come, let us cut her off from being 
a nation !* 

You also, O Madmen, shall be 
brought to silence; 
the sword shall pursue you. 

3 “Hark! a cry from Horona'im, 

‘Desolation and great destruo 
tionl* 

4 Moab is destroyed; 

a cry is heard as far as Zo'ar.* 

5 For at the ascent of Luhith 


6 Gk: Hcb their valley c Gk Vg: Heb you d Gk: Heb her little ones 
47: Is 14.29-31; Ezek 25.15-17; Amos 1.6-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 
48: Is 15-16; 25.10-12; F.zck 25.8-11; Amos 2.1-3; Zeph 2.8-11. 
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they go up weeping;* 
for at the descent of Horona'im 
they have heard the cry/ of de¬ 
struction. 

<5 Flee! Save yourselves! 

Be like a wild ass^ in the desert! 

7 For, because you trusted in your 
strongholds* and your treasures, 
you also shall be taken; 
and Chemosh shall go forth into exile, 
with his priests and his princes. 

® The destroyer shall come upon every 
city, 

and no city shall escape; 
the valley shall perish, 

and the plain shall be destroyed, 
as the Loro has spoken. 

9 “Give wings to Moab, 
for she would fly away; 
her cities shall become a desolation, 
with no inhabitant in them. 


Destruction of Moab 
and all who know his name; 
say, ‘How the mighty sceptre is 
broken, 

the glorious staff.’ 

18 “Come down from your glory, 
and sit on the parched ground, 

O inhabitant of Dibon! 

For the destroyer of Moab has come 
up against you; 

he has destroyed your strong¬ 
holds. 

W Stand by the way and watch, 

O inhabitant of Aro'er! 

Ask him who flees and her who 
escapes; 

say, ‘What has happened?’ 

20 Moab is put to shame, for it is 
broken; 
wail and cry! 

Tell it by the Arnon, 
that Moab is laid waste. 


10 “Cursed is he who does the work 
of the Lord with slackness; and cursed 
is he who keeps back his sword from 
bloodshed. 

11 “Moab has been at ease from his 
youth 

and has settled on his lees; 
he has not been emptied from vessel 
to vessel, 

nor has he gone into exile; 

80 his taste remains in him,. 

and his scent is not changed. 

12 “Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the Lord, when I shall 
send to him tilters who will tilt him, 
and empty his vessels, and break his* 
jars in pieces. *3 Then Moab shall be 
ashamed of Chemosh, as the house of 
Israel was ashamed of Bethel, their 
confidence. 

M “How do you say, *We are heroes 
and mighty men of war*? 

15 The destroyer of Moab and his cities 
has come up, 

and the choicest of his young men 
have gone down to slaughter, 
says the King, whose name is the 
Lord of hosts. 

The calamity of Moab is near at hand 
and his affliction hastens apace. 

17 Bemoan him, all you who are round 
about him. 


21 “Judgment has come upon the 
tableland, upon Holon, and jahzah, 
and Meph'a-ath, 22 and Dibon, and 
Nebo, and Beth-diblatha'im, 23 and 
Kiriatha'im, and Beth-ga'mul, and 
Beth-me'on, 24 and Ker'i-oth, and Boz- 
rah, and all the cities of the land of 
Moab, far and near. 25 The horn of 
Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, 
says the Lord. 

26 “Make him drunk, because he 
magnified himself against the Lord; 
so that Moab shall wallow in his vomit, 
and he too shall be held in derision. 
27 Was not Israel a derision to you? Was 
he found among thieves, that whenever 
jrou spoke of him you wagged your 


28 “Leave the cities, and dwell in the 

rock, 

O inhabitants of Moab! 

Be like the dove that nests 
in the sides of the mouth of a 
gorge. 

29 We have heard of the pride of 

Moab— 

he is very proud— 
of his loftiness, his pride, and his 
arrogance, 

and the haughtiness of his heart. 
301 know his insolence, says the Lord; 
his boasts are false, 
his deeds are false. 


* Cn: Hcl> weeping goes up with weeping f Gk- Compare Is 15.5: Heb the distress of the cry 
8 Gk Aquila: Heb hke Aroer * Gk: Heb works ^Gk Aquila: Heb their 
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31 Therefore I wail for Moab; because he magnified himself 

I cry out for all Moab; against the Lord. 

for the men of Kir-he res I mourn. 43 Terror, pit, and snare 

32 More than for Jazer I weep for you, are before you, O inhabitant of 

O vine of Sibmah! Moab! 

Your branches passed over the sea, says the Lord, 

readied as far as Jazer 44 He who flees from the terror 

upon your summer fruits and your shall fall into the pit, 

vintage and he who climbs out of the pit 

the destroyer has fallen. shall be caught in the snare. 

33 Gladness and joy have been taken For 1 will bring these things* upon 

away Moab 

from the fruitful land of Moab; ifi the year of their punishment, 

I have made the wine cease from says the Lord. 

the wine presses; 

no one treads them with shouts of 45 “In the shadow of Heshbon 
joy; fugitives stop without strength; 

the shouting is not the shout of joy, for a fire has gone forth from Hesh- 

bon, 

34 “Heshbon and Elea'leh cry out;* a flame from the house of Sihon; 
as far as Jahaz they utter their voice, it has destroyed the forehead of 
from Zo'ar to Horona lm and E^lath- Moab, 

shelish'iyah. For the waters of Wimrim the crown of the sons of tumult, 
also have become desolate. 35 And 1 will 46 Woe to you, O Moab! 
bring to an end in Moab, says the Lord, The people of Chemosh is un~ 
him who offers sacrifice in the high done; 

place and bums incense to his god. for your sons have been taken captive. 
Therefore my heart moans for Moab and your daughters into captivity’, 
like a flute, and my heart moans like a 47 Yet I will restore the fortunes of 
flute for the men of Kir-he'res; there- Moab 

fore the riches they gained have per- in the latter days, says the Lord.” 
ished. Thus far is the judgment on Moab. 

37 “For every head is shaved and 

every beard cut off; upon all the hands Concerning the Ammonites. 

are gashes, and on the loins is sack- Thus says the Lord: 

doth. 38 On all the housetops of Moab “Has Israel no sons? 

and in the squares there is nothing but Has he no heir? 

lamentation; for I have broken Moab Why then has Mil com dispossessed 

like a vessel for which no one cares, says Gad, 

the Lord. 39 How it is. broken! How and his people settled in its cities? 

they wail I How Moab has turned his 2 Therefore, behold, the days are corn- 

back in shame 1 So Moab has become a ing, 

derision and a horror to all that are says the Lord, 

round about him .” when I will cause the battle cry to be 

40 For thus says the Lord: heard 

“Behold, one shall fly swiftly like an against Rabbah of the Ammonites; 
eagle, it shall become a desolate mound, 

and spread his wings against and its villages shall be burned with 
Moab: fire; 

41 the dries shall be taken then Israel shall dispossess those who 

and the strongholds seized. dispossessed him. 

The heart of the warriors of Moab says the Lord. 
fthqfi be in that day 

like the heart of a woman in her 3 “Wail, O Heshbon, for Ai is laid 
pangs: waste I 

42 Moab shall be destroyed and be no Cry, O daughters of Rabbah! 

longer a people. Gird yourselves with sackcloth, 

i Cn: Heb the tea of Jazer * On: Heb Prom the cry of Heshbon to Eleateh t Gk Syr: Heb to fur 
49.1-6t Ezek 21.28-32; 25.1-7; Amos 1.13-15; Zeph 2.8-11. 



JEREMIAH 49 714 Edom and Damascus 

lament, and run to and fro among and a messenger has been sent 
the hedges ! among the nations: 

For Mil com shall go into exile, “Gather yourselves together and 

with his priests and his princes. come against her, 

4 Why do you boast of your valleys,* 1 ® and rise up for battle!' 

O faithless daughter, 15 For behold, I will make you small 

Who trusted in her treasures, saying, among the nations, 

‘Who will come against me?' despised among men. 

9 Behold, I will bring terror upon yo% 26 The horror you inspire has de- 
says the Lord God of hosts, ceived you, 

from all who are round about you, and the pride of your heart, 
and you shall be driven out, every you who live in the clefts of the 
man straight before him, rock, 1 * 

with none to gather the fugitives. who hold the height of the hill. 

6 But afterward I will restore the Though you make your nest as high 
fortunes of the Ammonites, says the as the eagle's. 

Lord.” I will bring you down from there, 

says the Lord; 

7 Concerning Edom. 17 “Edom shall become a horror; 

Thus says the Lord of hosts: every one who passes by it will be hor- 

“Is wisdom no more in Teman? rifled and will hiss because of all its 
Has counsel perished from the disasters. 28 As when Sodom end Go* 
prudent? mor'rah and their neighbour dries were 

Has their wisdom vanished? overthrown, says the Lord, no man 

® Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths, shall dwell there, no man shall sojourn 
O inhabitants of Dedan! in her. 19 Behold, like a lion coming up 

For I will bring the calamity of Esau from the jungle of the Jordan against a 
upon him, strong sheepfold, X will suddenly make- 

the time when X punish him. them 0 run away from her; and I will 

• If grape-gatherers came to you, appoint over her whomever I choose, 

would they not leave gleanings? For "who is like me? Who will summon 
If thieves came by night, me? What shepherd can stand before 

would they not destroy only me? 20 Therefore hear the plan which 
enough for themselves? the Lord has made against Edom and 

20 But I have stripped Esau bare, the purposes which he has formed 

X have uncovered his hiding against the inhabitants of Teman: Even 
places, the little ones of the flock shall be 

and he is not able to conceal him- dragged away; surely their fold shall be 
self. appalled at their fate. 21 At the sound of 

His children are destroyed, and his their fall the earth shall tremble; the 
brothers, sound of their cry shall be heard at the 

and his neighbours; and he is no Red Sea. 22 Behold, one shall mount up 
more. and fly swiftly like an eagle, and spread 

« Leave your fatherless children, I will his wings against Bozrah, and the heart 
keep them alive; of the warriors of Edom shall be in that 

and let your widows trust in me." day like the heart of a woman an her 
12 For thus says the Lord: “If those pangs.” 
who did not deserve to drink the cup 

must drink it, will you go unpunished? 23 Concerning Damascus. 

You shall not go unpunished, but you “Hamath and Arpad are confounded, 
must drink. 15 For I have sworn by my- for they have heard evil tidings; 
self, says the Lord, that Bozrah shall they melt in fear, they are troubled 
become a horror, a taunt, a waste, and a like the sea** 

curse; and all her cities shall be per- which cannot be quiet, 

petual wastes.” 24 Damascus has become feeble, she 

24 I have heard tidings from the Lord, turned to flee, 

m Hcb valleys* your valley flows * Or Stla 0 Gk Syr: Heb him v Cn: Hcb thtrt it tnubli 4tt jfe M0 
49.7-22: Is 34; 63.1-6; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Abxw Ul-tt* Obad; Mai 13-5. 

49.23-27; 1, 17.1-3} Amos 13-5; Zech 9.1. 



Kedar , Hazor and Elam 
and panic seized her; 
anguish and sorrows have taken hold 
of her, 

as of a woman in travail. 

25 How the famous city is forsaken,* 

the joyful city 1 r 

26 Therefore her young men shall fall 

in her squares, 

and all her soldiers shall be de¬ 
stroyed in that day, 

says the Lord of hosts. 

27 And I will kindle a fire in the wall of 

Damascus, 

and it shall devour the strongholds 
of Ben-ha'dad.** 

28 Concerning Kedar and the kingdoms 
of Hazor which NebuchadrezZar king 
of Babylon smote. 

Thus says the Lord: 

“Rise up, advance against Kedar! 
Destroy the people of the eastl 

29 Their tents and their flocks shall be 

taken, 

their curtains and all their goods; 
their camels shall be borne away from 
them, 

and men shall cry to them: ‘Terror 
on every sidel’ 

30 Hee, wander far away, dwell in the 

depths, 

O inhabitants of Hazor! 

says the Lord, 

For Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
has made- a plan against you, 
and formed a pur pose against you. 

& “Rise up, advance against a nation at 
ease, 

that dwells securely, 

says the Lord, 
that has no gates or bars, 
that dwells alone. 

32 Their camels shall become booty, 

their herds of cattle a spoil. 

1 will scatter to every wind 
those who cut the comers of their 
hair, 

and I will brin$ their calamity 
from every side of them, 

says the Lord. 

33 Hazor shall become a haunt of jackals, 

an everlasting waste; 
no man shall dwell there, 
no man shall sojourn in her.” 

34 The word of the Lord that came 
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to Jeremiah the prophet concerning 
Elam, in the beginning of the reign of 
Zedeki'ah king of Judah, 

35 Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
“Behold, I will break the bow of 
Elam, the mainstay of their might; 
36 and I will bring upon Elam the four 
winds from the four quarters of heaven; 
and I will scatter them to all those 
winds, and there shall be no nation to 
which those driven out of Elam shall 
not come. 37 I will terrify Elam before 
their enemies, and before those who 
seek their life; I will bring evil upon 
them, my fierce anger, says the Lord. I 
will send the sword after them, until 1 
have consumed them; 38 and I will set 
my throne in Elam, and destroy their 
king and princes, says the Lord. 

39 “But in the latter days I will re¬ 
store the fortunes of Elam, says the 
Lord.** 

The word which the Lord 
spoke concerning Babylon, con¬ 
cerning the land of the Chalde'ans, by 
Jeremiah the prophet: 

2 “Declare among the nations and 
proclaim, 

set up a banner and proclaim, 
conceal it not, and say: 

“Babylon is taken, 

Bel is put to shame, 

Mer'oaach is dismayed. 

Her images are put to shame, 
her idols are dismayed.’ 

3 “For out of the north a nation has 
come up against her, which shall make 
her land a desolation, and none shall 
dwell in it; both man and beast shall 
flee away. 

4 “In those days and in that time, 
says the Lord, the people of Israel and 
the people of Judah shall come to¬ 
gether, weeping as they come; and they 
shall seek the Lord their God. 5 They 
shall ask the way to Zion, with faces 
turned toward it, saying, ‘Come, let us 
join ourselves to the Lord in an ever¬ 
lasting covenant which will never be 
forgotten.* 

6 “My people have been lost sheep; 
their shepherds have led them astray, 
turning them away on the mountains; 
from mountain to hill they have gone. 


® Vg: Heb not forsaken r Syr Vg Tg: Heb city of my joy 
49.291 P* 31.13; Jer 6.25; 20.3, 10; 46.5. 60-51* la 13.1-] 


•14^3; 47; Hab 1-2. 


715 



JEREMIAH 50 716 Concerning Babylon 

they have forgotten their fold. All who every one shall turn to his own 


found them have devoured them, and 
their enemies have said, ‘We are not 
guilty, for they have sinned against the 
Lord, their true habitation, the Lord, 
the hope of their fathers/ 

8 “Flee from the midst of Babylon, 
and go out of the land of the Chalde'ans, 
and be as he-goats before the flock. 
9 For behold, I am stirring up and 
bringing against Babylon a company of 
great nations, from the north country; 
and they shall array themselves against 
her; from there she shall be taken. Their 
arrows are like a skilled warrior who 
does not return empty-handed. 10 Chal- 
de'a shall be plundered; all who plunder 
her shall be sated, says the Lord. 

11 “Though you rejoice, though you 

exult, 

O plunderers of my heritage, 
though you are wanton as a heifer at 
grass, 

and neigh like stallions, 

12 your mother shall be utterly shamed, 

and she who bore you shall be dis¬ 
graced. 

Lo, she shall be the last of the na¬ 
tions, 

a wilderness dry and desert. 

13 Because of the wrath of the Lord 

she shall not be inhabited, 
but shall be an utter desolation: 
every one who passes by Babylon 
shall be appalled, 

and hiss because of all her wounds. 
M Set yourselves in array against Baby¬ 
lon round about, 
all you that bend the bow; 
shoot at her, spare no arrows, 
for she has sinned against the 
Lord. 

45 Raise a shout against her round 
about, 

she has surrendered; 
her bulwarks have fallen, 
her walls are thrown down. 

For this is the vengeance of the 
Lord: 

take vengeance on her, 
do to her as she has done. 

16 Cut off from Babylon the sower, 
and the one who handles the 
sickle in time of harvest; 
because of the sword of the oppressor, 

* Or Doublt Rebellion * Or Punishment 
50.8s Jer 51.6, 9,45} 2 Cor 6.17} Rev 18.4 


people, 

and every one shall flee to his own 
land. 

17 “Israel is a hunted sheep driven 
away by lions. First the king of Assyria 
devoured him, and now at last Nebu¬ 
chadrezzar king of Babylon has gnawed 
his bones. IS Therefore, thus says the 
Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
Behold, I am bringing punishment on 
the king of Babylon and his land, as I 
punished the king of Assyria. 19 I will 
restore Israel to his pasture, and he shall 
feed on Carmel and in Bashan, and his 
desire shall be satisfied on the hills of 
E'phraim and in Gilead. 20 In those 
days and in that time, says the Lord, 
iniquity shall be sought in Israel, and 
there shall be none; and sin in Judah, 
and none shall be found; for I will 
pardon those whom I leave as a rem¬ 
nant. 

21 “Go up against the land of Mera- 

tha'im,* 

and against the inhabitants of 
Pekod.* 

Slay, and utterly destroy after them, 
says the Lord, 
and do all that I have commanded 
you. 

22 The noise of battle is in the land, 

and great destruction! 

23 How the hammer of the whole earth 

is cut down and broken! 

How Babylon has become 
a horror among the nations! 

24 I set a snare for you and you were 

taken, O Babylon, 
and you did not know it; 
you were found and caught, 
because you strove against the 
Lord. 

25 The Lord has opened his armoury, 

and brought out the weapons of 
his wrath. 

for the Lord God of hosts has a work 
to do 

in the land of the Chalde'ans. 

26 Come against her from every quarter; 

open her granaries; 
pile her up like heaps of grain, and 
destroy her utterly; 
let nothing be left of her. 

22 Slay all her bulls. 
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let them go down to the slaughter. 
Woe to them, for their day has 
come, 

the time of their punishment. 

28 “Hark! they flee and escape from 
the land of Babylon, to declare in Zion 
the vengeance of the Lord our God, 
vengeance for his temple. 

29 “Summon archers against Baby¬ 
lon, all those who bend the bow. En¬ 
camp round about her; let no one 
escape. Requite her according to her 
deeds, do to her according to all that she 
has done; for she has proudly defied the 
Lord, the Holy One of Israel. 30 There¬ 
fore her young men shall fall in her 
squares, and all her soldiers shall be 
destroyed on that day, says the Lord. 

31 “Behold, I am against you, O proud 

one, 

says the Lord God of hosts; 
for your day has come, 

the time when I will punish you. 

32 The proud one shall stumble and 

fall, 

with none to raise him up, 
and I will Handle a fire in his cities, 
and it will devour all that is round 
about him. 

33 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
The people of Israel are oppressed, and 
the people of Judah with them ; all who 
took them captive have held them fast, 
they refuse to let them go. 34 Their Re¬ 
deemer is strong; the Lord of hosts is 
his name. He will surely plead their 
cause, that he may give rest to the earth., 
but unrest to the inhabitants of Baby¬ 
lon. 

35 “A sword upon the Chalde'ans, says 

the Lord, 

and upon the inhabitants of Baby¬ 
lon, 

and upon her princes and her wise 
men! 

36 A sword upon the diviners, 

that they may become fools! 

A sword upon her warriors, 
that they may be destroyed! 

37 A sword upon her horses and upon 

her chariots, 

and upon all die foreign troops in 
her midst, 

that they may become women! 


A sword upon all her treasures, 
that they may be plundered! 

38 A drought upon her waters, 
that they may be dried up I 
For it is a land of images, 
and they are mad over idols. 

39 “Therefore wild beasts shall dwell 
with hyenas in Babylon, and ostriches 
shall dwell in her; she shall be peopled 
no more for ever, nor inhabited for all 
generations. 40 As when God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah and their neigh¬ 
bour cities, says the Lord, so n6 man 
shall dwell there, and no son of man 
shall sojourn in her. 

41 “Behold, a people comes from the 

north; 

a mighty nation and many kings 
are stirring from the farthest parts 
of the earth. 

42 They lay hold of bow and spear; 

they are cruel, and have no mercy 
The sound of them is like the roaring 
of the sea; 

they ride upon horses, 
arrayed as a man for battle 

against you, O daughter of Baby¬ 
lon! 

43 “The king of Babylon heard the re¬ 

port of them, 

and his hands fell helpless; 
anguish seized him, 

pain as of a woman in travail. 

44 “Behold, like a lion coming up 
from the jungle of the Jordan against a 
strong sheepfold, I will suddenly make 
them run away from her; and I will 
appoint over her whomever I choose. 
For who is like me? Who will summon 
me? What shepherd can stand before 
me? 45 Therefore hear the plan which 
the Lord has made against Babylon, 
and the purposes which he has formed 
against the land of the Chalde'ans: 
Surely the little ones of their flock shall 
be dragged away; surely their fold shall 
be appalled at their fate. ^At the sound 
of the capture of Babylon the earth 
shall tremble, and her cry shall be 
heard among the nations.” 

£1 Thus says the Lord: 

•si. “Behold, I will stir up the spirit 
of a destroyer 
against Babylon, 
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against the inhabitants of Chal- The Lord has stirred up the spirit of 
de'a: M the kings of the Medes, because his 


2 and I will send to Babylon win¬ 
nowers, 

and they shall winnow her, 
and they shall empty her land, 
when they come against her from 
every side 

on the day of trouble. 

2 Let not the archer bend his bow, 
and let him not stand up in his 
coat of mail. 

Spare not her young men; 
utterly destroy all her host. 

4 They shall fall down slain in the land 

of the Chalde'ans, 
and wounded in her streets. 

5 For Israel and Judah have not been 

forsaken 

by their God, the Lord of hosts; 
but the land of the Chalde'ans u is 
full of guilt 

against the Holy One of Israel. 

6 “Flee from the midst of Babylon, 

let every man save his life! 

Be not cut off in her punishment, 
for this is the time of the Lord’s 
vengeance, 

the requital he is rendering her. 

7 Babylon was a golden cup in the 

Lord's hand, 

making all the earth drunken; 
the nations drank of her wine, 
therefore the nations went mad. 

® Suddenly Babylon has fallen and 
been broken; 
wail for her! 

Take balm for her pain; 
perhaps she may be healed. 

9 We would have healed Babylon, 
but she was not healed. 

Forsake her, and let us go 
each to his own country; 
for her judgment has reached up to 
heaven 

and has been lifted up even to the 
skies. 

10 The Lord has brought forth our 

vindication; 

come, let us declare in Zion 
the work of the Lord our God. 

11 “Sharpen the arrows! 

Take up the shields! 


purpose concerning Babylon is to de-* 
stroy it, for that is the vengeance of the 
Lord, the vengeance for his temple. 

12 Set up a standard against the walls of 

Babylon; 

make the watch strong; 
set up watchmen; 

prepare the ambushes; 
for the Lord has both planned and. 
done 

what he spoke concerning the in¬ 
habitants of Babylon. 

13 O you who dwell by many waters, 

rich in treasures, 
your end has come, 

the thread of your life is cut. 

1 4 The Lord of hosts has sworn by 

himself: 

Surely I will fill you with men, as 
many as locusts, 

and they shall raise the shout of 
victory over you. 

15 “It is he who made the earth by his 

power, 

who established the world by his 
wisdom, 

and by his understanding 

stretched out the heavens. 

16 When he utters his voice there is a 

tumult of waters in the heavens, 
and he makes the mist rise from 
the ends of the earth. 

He makes lightnings for the rain, 
and he brings forth the wind from 
his storehouses. 

1 7 Every man is stupid and without 

knowledge; 

every goldsmith is put to shame by 
his idols; 

for his images are false, 

and there is no breath in them. 
i fi They are worthless, a work of delu¬ 
sion; 

at the time of their punishment 
they shall perish. 

19 Not like these is he who is the portion 
of Jacob, 

for he is the one who formed all 
things, 

and Israel is the tribe of his inherit¬ 
ance; 

the Lord of hosts is his name. 


® Heb Leb-qamai, a cipher for Chaldea 9 Heb tJuir land 
51.6, 9, 45: Jer 50.8; 2 Cor 6.17; Rev 18.4. 

51.7-8: Jer 25.15; Rev 14.8* 10; 16.19; 17.4; 18.3. 

51.13: Rev 17.1. 
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20 “You are my hammer and weapon of 

war: 

with you I break nations in pieces; 
with you I destroy kingdoms ; 

21 with you I break in pieces the horse 

and his rider; 

with you I break in pieces the 
chariot and the charioteer; 

22 with you 1 break in pieces man and 

woman; 

with you I break in pieces the old 
man and the youth; 
with you I break In pieces the young 
man and the maiden; 

23 with you I break in pieces the 

shepherd and his flock: 
with you I break in pieces the farmer 
and his team; 

with you I break in pieces gov¬ 
ernors and commanders. 

24 "I will requite Babylon and all the 
inhabitants of Chalde'a before your very 
eyes for all the evil that they have done 
in Zion, says the Lord. 

25 “Behold, I am against you, O de¬ 

stroying mountain, 

says the Lord, 

which destroys the whole earth; 

I will stretch out my hand against 
you, 

and roll you down from the crags, 
and make you a burnt mountain, 

26 No stone shall be taken from you for 

a comer 

and no stone for a foundation, 
but you shall be a perpetual waste, 
says the Lord. 

27 “Set up a standard on the earth, 

blow the trumpet among the na¬ 
tions; 

prepare the nations for war against 
her, 

summon against her the king¬ 
doms, 

Ararat, Minni, and Ash'kenaz; 
appoint a marshal against her, 
bring up horses like bristling 
locusts. 

28 prepare the nations for war against 

her, 

the kings of the Medes, with their 
governors and deputies, 
and every land under their do¬ 
minion. 

39 The land trembles and writhes in 
pain. 


JEREMIAH 51 
for the Lord’s purposes against 
Babylon stand, 

to make the land of Babylon a desola¬ 
tion, 

without inhabitant. 

30 The warriors of Babylon have ceased 

fighting, 

they remain in their strongholds; 
their strength has failed, 
they have become women; 
her dwellings are on fire, 
her bars are broken, 

31 One runner runs to meet another, 

and one messenger to meet an¬ 
other, 

to tell the king of Babylon 

that his city is taken on every side; 

32 the fords have been seized, 

the bulwarks are burned with fire, 
and the soldiers are in panic. 

33 For thus says the Lord of hosts, the 

God of Israel: 

The daughter of Babylon is like a 
threshing floor 

at the time when it is trodden; 
yet a little while 

and the time of her harvest will 
come.” 

3« “Nebuchadrez'zar the king of Baby¬ 
lon has devoured me, 
he has crushed me; 
he has made me an empty vessel, 
he has swallowed me like a mon¬ 
ster; 

he has filled his belly with my delica¬ 
cies, 

he has rinsed me out. 

35 The violence done to me and to my 

kinsmen be upon Babylon,” 
let the inhabitant of Zion say. 

“My blood be upon the inhabitants of 

Chalde'a,” 
let Jerusalem say. 

36 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
“Behold, I will plead your cause 

and take vengeance for you. 

I will dry up her sea 
and make her fountain dry; 

37 and Babylon shall become a heap of 

ruins, 

the haunt of jackals, 
a horror and a hissing, 
without inhabitant. 

38 “They shall roar together like lions; 

they shall growl like lions’ whelps. 

39 While they are inflamed I will prepare 

them a feast 
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and make them drunk, till they 
swoon away 1 " 

and sleep a perpetual sleep 
and not wake, says the Lord. 

40 I will bring them down like iambs to 

the slaughter, 
like rams and he-goats. 

41 “How Babylon* is taken, 

the praise of the whole earth seized 1 
How Babylon has become 
a horror among the nations! 

42 The sea has come up on Babylon; 

she is covered with its tumultuous 
waves. 

43 Her cities have become a horror, 

a land of drought and a desert, 
a land in which no one dwells, 

and through which no son of man 
passes. 

44 And I will punish Bel in Babylon, 

and take out of his mouth what he 
has swallowed. 

The nations shall no longer flow to 
him; 

the wall of Babylon has fallen. 


5° “You that have escaped from the 

sword, 

go, stand not still! 

Remember the Lord from afar, 
and let Jerusalem conic into your 
mind: 

51 ‘We are put to shame, for we have 
heard reproach; 

dishonour has covered our face, 
for aliens have come 
into the holy places of the Lord's 
house.' 

1 “Therefore, behold, the days are 
coming, says the Lord, 
when I will execute judgment 
upon her images, 
and through all her land 
the wounded shall groan. 

* Though Babylon should mount up to 
heaven, 

and though she should fortify her 
strong height, 

yet destroyers would come from me 
upon her, 
says the Lord. 


45 “Go out of the midst of her, my 

people 1 

Let every man save his life 
from the fierce anger of the Lord ! 

46 Let not your heart faint, and be not 

fearful 

at the report heard in the land, 
when a report comes in one year 
and afterward a report in another 
year, 

and violence is in the land, 
and ruler is against ruler. 

47 “Therefore, behold, the days are 

coming 

when I will punish the images of 
Babylon; 

her whole land shall be put to shame, 
and all her slain shall fall in the 
midst of her. 

48 Then the heavens and the earth, 

and all that is in them, 
shall sing for joy over Babylon; 
for the destroyers shall come against 
them out of the north, 

says the Lord. 

49 Babylon must fall for the slain of 

Israel, 

as for Babylon have fallen the slain 
of all the earth. 


54 “Hark! a cry from Babylon! 

The noise of great destruction from 
the land of the Chalde'ans! 

55 For the Lord is laying Babylon waste, 

and stilling her mighty voice. 
Their waves roar like many waters, 
the noise of their voice is raised; 

56 for a destroyer has come upon her, 

upon Babylon; 
her warriors are taken, 

their bows are broken in pieces; 
for the Lord is a God of recompense, 
he will surely requite. 

57 I will make drunk her princes and her 

wise men, 

her governors, her commanders, 
and her warriors; 
they shall sleep a perpetual sleep 
and not wake, 

says the King, whose name is the 
Lord of hosts. 

58 “Thus says the Lord of hosts; 

The broad wall of Babylon 

shall be levelled to the ground 
and her high gates 
shall be burned with fire. 

The peoples labour for naught, 
and the nations weary themselves 
only for fire.” 


Gk Vg: Heb rejoice * Heb Sheshach, a cipher for Babylon 
51.48: Is 44.23; Rev 12.12; 18.20. 
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59 The word which Jeremiah the army was scattered from him. 9 Then 
prophet commanded Serai y ah the son they captured the king, and brought 
of Neri'ah, son of Mahsei'ah, when he him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah 
went with Zedeki'ah king of Judah to in the land of Hamath, and he passed 
Babylon, in the fourth year of his reign, sentence upon him. 10 The king of 
Serai'ah was the quartermaster. 60 Jere- Babylon slew the sons of Zedeki ah be- 
miah wrote in a book all the evil that fore his eyes, and also slew all the 
should come upon Babylon, all these princes of Judah at Riblah. 11 He put 
words that are written concerning Baby- out the eyes of Zedeki'ah, and bound 
Ion. 61 And Jeremiah said to Serai'ah: him in fetters, and the king of Babylon 
""When you come to Babylon, see that took him to Babylon, and put him in 
you read all these words, 62 and say, O prison till the day of his death. 

Lord, thou hast said concerning this 12 In the fifth month, on the tenth 
place that thou wilt cut it off, so that day of the month—which was the nine- 
nothing shall dwell in it* neither man teenth year of King Nebuchadrez'zar, 
nor beast, and it shall be desolate for king of Babylon—Nebu'zaraa'an the 
ever.* When you finish leading this captain of the bodyguard who served 
book, bind a stone to it, and cast it into the king of Babylon, entered Jerusalem, 
the midst of the Eu-phra'tes, 64 and i^And he burned the house of the Lord, 
say, 'Thus shall Babylon sink, to rise no and the king’s house and all the houses 
more, because of the evil that I am of Jerusalem; every great house he 
bringing upon her.’ **v # burned down. 14 And all the army of the 

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah. Chalde ans, who were with the captain 

of the guard, broke down all the walls 
iff Zedeki'ah was twenty-one years round about Jerusalem. 15 And Nebu'- 

^ old when he became king; and he zarad'an the captain of the guard carried 
reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His away captive some of the poorest of the 
mother’s name was Kamu'tal the people and the rest of the people who 
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah, -And were left in the city and the deserters 
he did what was evil in the sight of the who had deserted to the king of Baby- 
Lord, according to all that Jehoi'akim Ion, together with the rest of the arti- 
had done. 3 Surely because of the anger sans. 16 But Nebu'zarad 'an the captain 
of the Lord things came to such a pass of the guard left some of the poorest of 
in Jerusalem and Judah that he cast the land to be vinedressers and plough- 
them out from his presence. men. 

And Zedeki ah rebelled against the 17 And the pillars of bronze that 
king of Babylon. 4 And in die ninth year were in the house of the Lord, and the 
of Iris reign, in the tenth month, on the stands and the bronze sea that were in 
tenth day of the month, Nebuchadrez'- the house of the Lord, the Chalde'ans 
zar king of Babylon came with all his broke in pieces, and carried all the 
army against Jerusalem, and they laid bronze to Babylon. 18 And they took 
siege to it and built siegeworks against it away the pots, and the shovels, and the 
round about. 5 So the city was besieged snuffers, and the basins, and the dishes 
till the eleventh year of King Zedeki'ah. for incense, and all the vessels of bronze 
6 On the ninth day of the fourth month used in the temple service; 19 also the 
the famine was so severe in the city, that small bowls, and the firepans, and the 
there was no food for the people of die basins, and the pots, and the lamp- 
land. 7 Then a breach was made in the stands, and the dishes for incense, and 
city; and all the men of war fled and the bowls for libation. What was of gold 
went out from the city by night by the the captain of the guard took away as 
way of a gate between the two walls, by gold, and what was of silver, as silver, 
the king’s garden, while the Chalde'ans 20 As for the two pillars, the one sea, the 
were round about the city. And they twelve bronze bulls which were under 
went in the direction of the Arabah. the sea,* and the stands, which Solo- 
8 But die army of the Chalde'ans pur- mon the king had made for the house of 
sued the king, and overtook Zedeki'ah the Lord, the bronze of all these things 
in the plains of Jericho; and all his was beyond weight. 21 As for the pillars, 

v Gk: Hcb upon her, And they shall weary themselves * Hcb lacks the sea 
51.63-64: Rev 18.21. 52: 2 Kinjis 24.18-25.30; 2 Chron 36.11-13. 

R.S.V.—2A 
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the height of the one pillar was eighteen 
cubits, its circumference was twelve 
cubits, and its thickness was four 
fingers, and it was hollow. 22 Upon it 
was a capital of bronze; the height of 
the one capital was five cubits; a net¬ 
work and pomegranates, all of bronze, 
were upon the capital round about. And 
the second pillar had the like, with 
pomegranates. 23 There were ninety- 
six pomegranates on the sides; all the 
pomegranates were a hundred upon the 
network round about. 

24 And the captain of the guard took 
Serai'ah the chief pries t, and Zephani'- 
ah the second priest, and the three 
keepers of the threshold; 25 and from 
the city he took an officer who had been 
in command of the men of war, and 
seven men of the king’s council, who 
were found in the city; and the secretary 
of the commander of the army who 
mustered the people of the land; and 
sixty men of the people of the land, who 
wer6 found in the midst of the city. 
26 And NebuZarad'an the captain of the 
guard took them, and brought them to 
the king of Babylon at Riblah. 27 And 
the king of Babylon smote them, and 
put them to death at Riblah in the land 
of Hamath. So Judah was carried cap¬ 
tive out of its land. 


28 This is the number of the people 
whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away 
captive: in the seventh year, three thou¬ 
sand and twenty-three Jews; 29 in the 
eighteenth year of NebuchadrezZar he 
carried away captive from Jerusalem 
eight hundred and thirty-two persons; 
30 in the twenty-third year of Nebu¬ 
chadrezZar, NebuZarad'an the cap¬ 
tain of the guard carried away captive 
of the Jews seven hundred and 
forty-five persons; all the persons 
were four thousand and six hun¬ 
dred. 

31 And in the thirty-seventh year of 
the captivity of Jehoi'achin king of 
Judah, in the twelfth month, on the 
twenty-fifth day of the month, Evil- 
meto'dach king of Babylon, in the year 
that he became king, lifted up the head 
of Jehoi'achin king of Judah and 
brought him out of prison; 32 and he 
spoke kindly to him, and gave him a 
seat above the seats of the kings who 
were with him in Babylon. 33 So Jehoi'¬ 
achin put off his prison garments. And 
every day of his life he dined regularly 
at the king’s table; 34 as for his allow¬ 
ance, a regular allowance was given him 
by the king according to his daily need, 
until the day of his death as long as he 
lived. 


THE LAMENTATIONS 

OF JEREMIAH 


I How lonely sits the city 
that was full of people l 
How like a widow has she become, 
she that was great among the na¬ 
tions I 

She that was a princess among the 
cities 

has become a vassal. 

2 She weeps bitterly in the night, 
tears on her cheeks; 
among all her lovers 
she has none to comfort her; 

•all her friends have dealt treacher¬ 
ously with her, 

they have become her enemies. 

° Gk Old Latin: Heb afflicted 


3 Judah has gone into exile because of 

affliction 

and hard servitude; 
she dwells now among the nations, 

. but finds no resting place; 
her pursuers have all overtaken her 
in the midst of her distress. 

4 The roads to Zion mourn, 

for none come to the appointed 
feasts; 

all her gates are desolate, 
her priests groan; 

her maidens have been dragged 
away,° 

and she herself suffers bitterly. 
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5 Her foes have become the head* 

her enemies prosper, 
because the Lord has made her 
suffer 

for the multitude of her trans¬ 
gressions ; 

her children have gone away, 
captives before the foe. 

6 From the daughter of Zion has de¬ 

parted 

all her majesty. 

Her princes have become like harts 
that find no pasture; 
they fled without strength 
before the pursuer. 

7 Jerusalem remembers 

in the days of her affliction and 
bitterness b 

all the precious things 

that were hers from days of old. 
When her people fell into the hand of 
the foe, 

and there was none to help her, 
the foe gloated over her, 
mocking at her downfall. 

8 Jerusalem sinned grievously, 

therefore she became filthy; 
all who honoured her despise her, 
for they have seen her naked¬ 
ness; 

yea, she herself groans, 
and turns her face away. 


12 “Is it nothing to you/ all you who 
pass by? 

Look and see 

if there is any sorrow like my sorrow 
which was brought upon me, 
which the Lord inflicted 

on the day of his fierce anger. 

“From on high he sent fire; 
into my bones d he made it de¬ 
scend ; 

he spread a net for my feet; 

he turned me back; 
he has left me stunned, 
faint all the day long. 

14 “My transgressions were bound* into 

a yoke; 

by his hand they were fastened to¬ 
gether; 

they were set upon my neck; 

he caused my strength to fail; 
the Lord gave me into the hands 
of those whom 1 cannot with¬ 
stand. 

15 “The Lord flouted all my mighty 

men 

in the midst of me; 
he summoned an assembly against 
me 

to crush my young men; 
the Lord has trodden as in a wine 
press 

the virgin daughter of Judah. 


9 Her uncleanness was in her skirts; 

she took no thought of her doom; 
therefore her fall is terrible, 
she has no comforter. 

“O Lord, behold my affliction, 
for the enemy has triumphed!” 

10 The enemy has stretched out his 

hands 

over all her precious things; 
yea, she has seen the nations 
invade her sanctuary, 
those whom thou didst forbid 
to enter thy congregation. 

11 All her people groan 

as they search for bread; 
they trade their treasures for food 
to revive their strength. 

“Look, O Lord, and behold, 
for I am despised.” 

b Cn: Heb wandering c Heb uncertain d Gk: Heb bones 
*Cn: Heb uncertain 


16 “For these things I weep; 

my eyes flow with tears; 
for a comforter is far from me, 
one to revive my courage; 
my children are desolate, 

for the enemy has prevailed.” 

17 Zion stretches out her hands, 

but there is none to comfort her; 
the Lord has commanded against 
Jacob 

that his neighbours should be his 
foes; 

Jerusalem has become 

a filthy thing among them. 

18 “The Lord is in the right, 

for I have rebelled against his 
word; 

but hear, all you peoples, 
and behold my suffering; 



LAMENTATIONS 1 

my maidens and my young men 
have gone into captivity. 

1 9 “I called to my lovers 

but they deceived me; 
my priests and elders 
perished in the city, 
while they sought food 
to revive their strength. 

20 “Behold, O Lord, for I am in dis¬ 

tress, 

my soul is in tumult, 
my heart is wrung within me, 

because I have been very rebel¬ 
lious. 

In the street the sword bereaves; 
in the house it is like death. 

21 “Hear*" how I groan; 

there is none to comfort me. 

All my enemies have heard of my 
trouble; 

they are glad that thou hast done it. 
Bring thou" the day thou hast an¬ 
nounced, 

and let them be as I am. 

22 “Let all their evil doing come before 

thee; 

and deal with them 
as thou hast dealt with me 

because of all my transgressions; 
for my groans are many 
and my heart is faint.” 

2 How the Lord in his anger 

has set the daughter of Zion under 
a cloud! 

He has cast down from heaven to 
earth 

the splendour of Israel; 
he has not remembered his foot¬ 
stool 

in the day of his anger. 

2 The Lord has destroyed without 
mercy 

all the habitations of Jacob; 
in his wrath he has broken down 
the strongholds of the daughter of 
Judah; 

he has brought down to the ground 
in dishonour 

the kingdom and its rulers. 

3 He has cut down in fierce anger 
all the might of Israel; 

f Gk Syr: Hcb they heard 9 Syr: Heb thou hast brought 
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he has withdrawn from them his right 
hand 

in the face of the enemy; 
he has burned like a flaming fire in 
Jacob, 

consuming all around. 

4 He has bent his bow like an enemy* 
with his right hand set like a foe; 

and he has slain all the pride of our 
eyes 

in tiie tent of the daughter of Zion; 
he has poured out his fury like fire. 

5 The Lord has become like an enemy, 
he has destroyed Israel; 

he has destroyed all its palaces, 
laid in ruins its strongholds; 
and he has multiplied in the daughter 
of Judah 

mourning and lamentation. 

6 He has broken down his booth like 
that of a garden, 

laid in ruins the place of his ap¬ 
pointed feasts; 

the Lord has brought to an end in 
Zion 

appointed feast and sabbath, 
and in his fierce indignation has 
spurned 
king and priest. 

7 The Lord has scorned his altar, 
disowned his sanctuary; 

he has delivered into the hand of the 
enemy 

the walls of her palaces; 
a clamour was raised in the house of 
the Lord 

as on the day of an appointed 
feast. 

8 The Lord determined to lay in 
ruins 

the wall of the daughter of Zion; 
he marked it off by the line; 

he restrained not his hand from 
destroying; 

he caused rampart and wall to la¬ 
ment, 

they languish together. 

9 Her gates have sunk into the ground; 
he has ruined and broken her bars; 

her king and princes are among the 
nations; 

the law is no more. 
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and her prophets obtain 
no vision from the Lord. 

10 The elders of the daughter of Zion 
sit on the ground in silence; 
they have cast dust on their heads 
and put on sackcloth; 
the maidens of Jerusalem 

have bowed their heads to the 
ground. 

31 My eyes are spent with weeping; 
my soul is in tumult; 
rny heart is poured out in griefs 
because of the destruction of the 
daughter of my people, 
because infants and babes faint 
in the streets of the city. 

& They cry to their mothers, 

“Where is bread and wine?” 
as they faint like wounded men 
in the streets of the city, 
as their life is poured out 
on their mothers’ bosom. 

3 3 What can I say for you, to what com¬ 
pare you, 

O daughter of Jerusalem? 

What can I liken to you, that I may 
comfort you, 

O virgin daughter of Zion? 

For vast as the sea is your ruin; 
who can restore you? 

14 Your prophets have seen for you 

false and deceptive visions; 
they have not exposed your iniquity 
to restore your fortunes, 
but have seen for you oracles 
false and misleading. 

15 All who pass along the way 

clap their hands at you; 
they hiss and wag their heads 
at the daughter of Jerusalem; 

“Is this the city which was called 
the perfection of beauty, 
the joy of all the earth?” 

16 All your enemies 

rail against you; 

they hiss, they gnash their teeth, 
they cry: “We have destroyed 
her! 

Ah, this is the day we longed for; 
now we have it; we see it!” 

j Hcb to the ground Cn: Hcb Their heart cried 
JCn : Hcb O wall of 
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17 The Lord has done what he pur¬ 
posed, 

has carried out his threat; 
as he ordained long ago, 

he has demolished without pity; 
he has made the enemy rejoice over 
you, 

and exalted the might of your foes. 

18 Cry aloud 1 ' to the Lord! 

Qj daughter of Zion! 

Let tears stream down like a torrent 
day and night! 

Give yourself no rest, 
your eyes no respite! 

19 Arise, cry out in the night, 
at the beginning of the watches! 

Pour out your heart like water 
before the presence of the Lord! 
Lift your hands to him 

for the lives of your children, 
who faint for hunger 

at the head of every street. 

20 Look, O Lord, and see! 

With whom hast thou dealt 
thus? 

Should women eat their offspring, 
the children of their tender care? 
Should priest and prophet be slain 
in the sanctuary of the Lord? 

21 In the dust of the streets 
lie the young and the old; 

my maidens and my young men 
have fallen by the sword; 
in the day of thy anger thou hast slain 
them, 

slaughtering without mercy. 

22 Thou didst invite as to the day of an 
appointed feast 

my terrors on every side; 
and on the day of the anger of the 
Lord 

none escaped or survived; 
those whom I dandled and reared 
my enemy destroyed. 

3 1 am the man who has seen affliction 
under the rod of his wrath; 

2 he has driven and brought me 
into darkness without any light; 

3 surely against me he turns his hand 
again and again the whole day 
long. 
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4 He has made my flesh and my skin 

waste away, 
and broken my bones; 

5 he has besieged and enveloped me 

with bitterness and tribulation; 

6 he has made me dwell in darkness 

like the dead of long ago. 

7 He has walled me about so that l 

cannot escape; 

he has put heavy chains on me; 

* though I call and cry for help, 
he shuts out my prayer; 

9 he has blocked my ways with hewn 
stones, 

he has made my paths crooked. 

M He is to me like a bear lying in wait, 
like a lion in hiding; 

11 he led me off my way and tore me 

to pieces; 

he has made me desolate; 

12 he bent his bow and set me 

as a mark for his arrow. 

13 He drove into my heart 

the arrows of his quiver; 

74 I have become the laughingstock of 
all peoples, 

the burden of their songs all day 
long. 

15 He has filleu me with bitterness, 

he has sated me with wormwood. 

1 6 He has made my teeth grind on 

gravel, 

and made me cower in ashes; 

1 7 my soul is bereft of peace, 

I have forgotten what happiness is; 

18 so I say, “Gone is my glory, 

and my expectation from the Lord.” 

19 Remember my affliction and my 

bitterness,* 

the wormwood and the gall! 

20 My soul continually thinks of it 

and is bowed down within me. 

21 But this I call to mind, 

and therefore I have hope: 

22 The steadfast love of the Lord never 

ceases,* 

his mercies never come to an end; 

23 they are new every morning; 

great is thy faithfulness. 

24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my 

soul, 

“therefore I will hope in him.” 

* Cn: Heb wandering * Syr Tg: Heb we are not cut off 


25 The Lord is good to those who wait 

for him, 

to the soul that seeks Kim. 

26 It is good that one should wait quietly 

for the salvation of the Lord. 

27 It is good for a man that he bear 

the yoke in his youth. 

28 Let him sit alone in silence 

when he has laid it on him; 

29 let him put his mouth in the dust— 

there may yet be hope; 

30 let him give his cheek to the smiter, 

and be Ailed with insults. 

31 For the Lord will not 

cast off for ever, 

32 but, though he cause grief, he will 

have compassion 

according to the abundance of his 
steadfast love; 

33 for he does not willingly afflict 

or grieve the sons of men. 

34 To crush under foot 

all the prisoners of the earth, 

35 to turn aside the right of a man 

in the presence of the Most 
High, 

36 to subvert a man in his cause, 

the Lord does not approve. 

37 Who has commanded and it came to 

pass, 

unless the Lord has ordained it? 

38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most 

High 

that good and evil come? 

39 Why should a living man complain, 

a man, about the punishment of 
his sins? 

40 Let us test and examine our ways, 

and return to the Lord ! 

41 Let us lift up our hearts and hands 

to God in heaven: 

42 “We have transgressed and rebelled, 

and thou hast not forgiven. 

43 “Thou hast wrapped thyself with 

anger and pursued us, 
slaying without pity ; 

44 thou hast wrapped thyself with a 

cloud 

so that no prayer can pass through. 

45 Thou hast made us offscouring and 

refuse 

among the peoples. 
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46 “All our enemies 

rail against us; 

47 panic and pitfall have come upon us, 

devastation and destruction; 

48 my eyes How with rivers of tears 

because of the destruction of the 
daughter of my people. 

49 “Mv eyes will flow without ceasing, 

without respite, 

50 until the Lord from heaven 

looks down and sees; 

51 my eyes cause me grief 

at the fate of all the maidens of my 
city. 

52 “I have been hunted like a bird 

by those who were my enemies 
without cause; 

53 they flung me alive into the pit 

and cast stones on me; 

54 water closed over my head? 

1 said, ‘I am lost.’ 

55 “I called on thy name, O Lord, 

from the depths of the pit; 

59 thou didst hear my pica, ‘Do not 
close 

thine ear to my cry for help!’ w 

57 Thou didst come near when 1 called 

on thee; 

thou didst say, ‘Do not fear!’ 

58 “Thou hast taken up my cause, O 

Lord, 

thou hast redeemed my life. 

59 Thou hast seen the wrong done to 

me, O Lord; 
judge thou my cause. 

90 Thou hast seen all their vengeance, 

all their devices against me. 

91 “Thou hast heard their taunts, O 

Lord, 

all their devices against me. 

92 The lips and thoughts of my assail¬ 

ants 

are against me all the day long. 

93 Behold their sitting and their rising; 

I am the burden of their songs. 

64 “Thou wilt requite them, O Lord, 
according to the work of their 
hands. 

95 Thou wilt give them dullness of 
heart; 

thy curse will be on them. 

m Heb unccrt n Syr Con pare Gk Vg: Heb the hca 

4 Heb uncerta 1 Heb uiic< rtain 6 Heb lapis lazuli 
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66 Thou wilt pursue them in anger and 
destroy them 

from under thy heavens, O 
Lord.”" 

4 How the gold has grown dim, 
how the pure gold is changed 1 
The holy stones lie scattered 
at the head of every street. 

2 The precious sons of Zion, 

worth their weight in fine gold, 
how they are reckoned as earthen 
pots, 

the work of a potter’s hands! 

3 Even the jackals give the breast 
and suckle their young, 
but the daughter of my people has 
become cruel, 

like the ostriches in the wilderness. 

4 The tongue of the nursling cleaves 
to the roof of its mouth for thirst; 
the children beg for food, 
but no one gives to them. 

5 Those who feasted on dainties 
perish in the streets; 
those who were brought up in purple 
lie on ash heaps. 

6 For the chastisement 0 of the daughter 
of my people has been greater 
than the punishment^ of Sodom, 
which was overthrown in a moment, 
no hand being laid on it.« 

7 Her princes were purer than snow, 
whiter than milk; 

their bodies were more ruddy than 
coral, 

the beauty of their form*' was like 
sapphire. 6 ' 

8 Now their visage is blacker than soot, 
they are not recognised in the 
streets; 

their skin has shrivelled upon their 
bones, 

it has become as dry as wood. 

9 Happier were the victims of the 
sword 

than the victims of hunger, 
who pined away, stricken 

by want of the fruits of the field, 
if of the Lord 0 Or iniquity P Or sin 
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10 The hands of compassionate women they lay in wait for us in the wilder- 

have boiled, their own children; ness. 


they became their food 

in the destruction of the daughter 
of my people. 

11 The Lord gave full vent to his wrath, 

he poured out his hot anger; 
and he kindled a fire in Zion, 
which consumed its foundations. 

12 The kings of the earth did not believe, 

or any of the inhabitants of the 
world, 

that foe or enemy could enter 
the gates of Jerusalem. 

13 This was for the sins of her prophets 

and the iniquities of her priests, 
who shed in the midst of her 
the blood of the righteous. 

14 They wandered, blind, tlirough the 

streets, 

so defiled with blood 
that none could touch 
their garments. 

15 “Away! Unclean!” men cried at 

them; 

“Away! Away! Touch not!” 

So they became fugitives and wan¬ 
derers ; 

men said among the nations, 

“They shall stay with us no 
longer.” 

16 The Lord himself has scattered 

them, 

he will regard them no more; 
no honour was shown to the priests, 
no favour to the elders. 

17 Our eyes failed, ever watching 

vainly for help; 
in our watching* we watched 

for a nation which could not save. 

18 Men dogged our steps 

so that we could not walk in our 
streets; 

our end drew near; our days were 
numbered; 

for our end had come. 

19 Our pursuers were swifter 

than the vultures in the heavens; 
they chased us on the mountains, 

* Hcb uncertain u Symmachus: Hcb lacks with a yoke 


20 The breath of our nostrils, the Lord’s 

anointed, 

was taken in their pits, 
he of whom we said, “Under his 
shadow 

we shall live among the nations.” 

21 Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of 

Edom, 

dweller in the land of Uz; 
but to you also the cup shall pass; 
you shall become drunk and strip 
yourself bare. 

22 The punishment of your iniquity, 

O daughter of Zion, is accom¬ 
plished, 

he will keep you in exile no longer; 
but your iniquity, O daughter of 
Edom, he will punish, 
he will uncover your sins. 

5 Remember, O Lord, what has be¬ 
fallen us; 

behold, and see our disgrace! 

2 Our inheritance has been turned over 
to strangers, 
our homes to aliens. 

3 We have become orphans, fatherless; 

our mothers are like widows. 

4 We must pay for the water we drink, 
the wood we get must be bought. 
5 With a yoke* on our necks wc are 
hard driven; 

we are weary, we are given no rest. 
6 We have given the hand to Egypt, 
and to Assyria, to get bread enough. 
7 Our fathers sinned, and are no more; 

and we bear their iniquities. 

8 Slaves rule over us; 

there is none to deliver us from 
their hand. 

9 We get our bread at the peril of our 
lives, 

because of the sword in the wilder¬ 
ness. 

10 Our skin is hot as an oven 

with the burning heat of famine. 

11 Women are ravished in Zion, 
virgins in the towns of Judah. 

12 Princes are hung up by their hands; 

no respect is shown to the elders. 
13 Young men are compelled to grind at 
the mill; 

and boys staggerundcr loads ofwood. 
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14 The old men have quit the city gate, 

the young men their music. 

15 The ioy of our hearts has ceased; 

our dancing has been turned to 
mourning. 

16 The crown has fallen from our head; 

woe to us, for we have sinned! 

17 For this our heart has become sick, 

for these things our eyes have 
grown dim, 

18 for Mount Zion which lies desolate; 

jackals prowl over it. 
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19 But thou, O Lord, dost reign fox' 

ever; 

thy throne endures to all genera¬ 
tions. 

20 Why dost thou forget us for ever, 

why dost thou so long forsake us? 
2 * Restore us to thyself, O Lord, that we 
may be restored! 

Renew our days as of old! 

22 Or hast thou utterly rejected us? 

Art thou exceedingly angry with 
us? 
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THE BOOK OF 
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I ln the thirtieth year, in the fourth 
month, on the fifth day of the 
month, as I was among the exiles by the 
river Chebar, the heavens were opened, 
and I saw visions of God. 2 On the fifth 
day of the month (it was the fifth year of 
the exile of King Jehoi'achin), 3 the 
word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the 
priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the 
Chalde'ans by the river Chebar; and the 
hand of the Lord was upon him there. 

4 As I looked, behold, a stormy wind 
came out of the north, and a great cloud, 
with brightness round about it, and lire 
flashing forth continually, and in the 
midst of the fire, as it were gleaming 
bronze. 5 And from the midst of it came 
the likeness of four living creatures. And 
this was their appearance: they had the 
form of men, 6 but each had four faces, 
and each of them had four wings. 
7 Their legs were straight, and the soles 
of their feet were like the sole of a calf s 
foot; and they sparkled like burnished 
bronze. 8 Under their wings on their 
four sides they had human hands. And 
the four had their faces and their wings 
thus: 9 their wings touched one an¬ 
other; they went every one straight 
forward, without turning as they went. 
I0 As for the likeness of their faces, each 
had the face of a man in front;° the four 
had the face of a lion on the right side, 
the four had the face of an ox on the left 
side, and the four had the face of an 


eagle at the back. & *1 Such were their 
faces. And their wings were spread out 
above; each creature had two wings, 
each of which touched the wing of an¬ 
other, while two covered their bodies. 
12 And each went straight forward; 
wherever the spirit would go, they went, 
without turning as they went. 13 In the 
midst of c the living creatures there was 
something that looked like burning coals 
of fire, like torches moving to and fro 
among the living creatures; and the fire 
was bright, and our of the fire went forth 
lightning. 14 And the living creatures 
darted to and fro, like a flash of light¬ 
ning. 

15 Now as I looked at the living crea¬ 
tures, I saw a wheel upon the earth be¬ 
side the living creatures, one for each of 
the four of them.® 16 As for the appear¬ 
ance of the wheels and their construc¬ 
tion : their appearance was like the 
gleaming of a chrysolite; and the four 
had the same likeness, their construc¬ 
tion being as it were a wheel within a 
wheel. 17 When they went, they went in 
any of their four directions*' without 
turning as they went. 18 The four wheels 
had rims and they had spokes/ and 
their rims were full of eyes round about. 
19 And when the living creatures went, 
the wheels went beside them; and when 
the living creatures rose from the earth, 
the wheels rose. 20 Wherever the spirit 
would go, they went, and the wheels 


* Cn: Heb lacks in front b Cn: Heb lacks at the back c Gk Old Latin: Heb And the likeness of 
® Heb of their faces e Heb on their four sides * Cn: Heb uncertain 
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rose along with them; for the spirit of 
the living creatures was in the wheels. 
21 When those went, these went; and 
when those stood, these stood; and 
when those rose from the earth, the 
wheels rose along with them; for the 
spirit of the living creatures was in the 
wheels. 

22 Over the heads of the living crea¬ 
tures there was the likeness of a firma¬ 
ment, shining like crystal,® spread out 
above their heads. - 3 And under the 
firmament their wings were stretched 
out straight, one toward another; and 
each creature had two wings covering its 
body. 24 And when they went, I heard 
the sound of their wings like the sound 
of many waters, like the thunder of the 
Almighty, a sound of tumult like the 
sound of a host; when they stood still, 
they let down their wings. 25 And there 
came a voice from above the firmament 
over their heads; when they stood still, 
they let down their wings. 

26 And above the firmament over 
their heads there was the likeness of a 
throne, in appearance like sapphire ;* 
and seated above the likeness of a throne 
was a likeness as it were of a human 
form. 27 And upward from what had the 
appearance of his loins I saw as it were 
gleaming bronze, like the appearance of 
fire enclosed round about; and down¬ 
ward from what had the appearance of 
his loins I saw as it were the appearance 
of fire, and there was brightness round 
about him. 4 28 Like the appearance of 
the bow that is in the cloud on the day 
of rain, so was the appearance of the 
brightness round about. 

Such was the appearance of the like¬ 
ness of the glory of the Lord. And when 
I saw it, I fell upon my face, and I heard 
the voice of one speaking. 

2 And he said to me, “Son of man, 
stand upon vour feet, and I will 
speak with you.” 2 And when he spoke to 
me, the Spirit entered into me and set 
me upon my feet; and I heard him 
speaking to me. 3 And he said to me, 
“Son of man, I send you to the people of 
Israel, to a nation^ of rebels, who have 
rebelled against me; they and their 
fathers have transgressed against me to 
this very day. 4 The people also are 
impudent and stubborn: I send you to 
them; and you shall say to them, ‘Thus 

9 Gk: Heb awesome crystal * Hcb lapis lazuli * Or it 
1.24: Ezek 43.2; Rev 1.15; 14.2; 19.6. 1.28: Rev 1.13; 


says the Lord God.’ 5 And whether they 
hear or refuse to hear (for they are a re¬ 
bellious house) they will know that there 
has been a prophet among them. 6 And 
you, son of man, be not afraid of them, 
nor be afraid of their words, though 
briers and thorns are with you and you 
sit upon scorpions; be not afraid of 
their words, nor be dismayed at their 
looks, for they are. a rebellious house. 
7 And you shali speak my words to them, 
whether they hear or refuse to hear; for 
they are a rebellious house. 

8 “But you, son of man, hear what 
I say to you; be not rebellious like that 
rebellious house; open your mouth, and 
eat what I give you.” 9 And when I 
looked, behold, a hand was stretched 
out to me, and, lo, a written scroll was 
in it; 10 and he spread it before me; and 
it had writing on the front and on the 
back, and there were written on it words 
of lamentation and mourning and woe. 

3 *And he said to me, “Son of man, 
eat what is offered to you; eat this 
scroll, and go, speak to the house of 
Israel.” 2 So I opened my mouth, and 
he gave me the scroll to eat. 3 And he 
said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll 
that I give you and fill your stomach 
with it.” Then I ate it; and it was in my 
mouth as sweet as honey. 

4 And he said to me, “Son of man, go, 
get you to the house of Israel, and speak 
with my words to them. 5 For you are 
not sent to a people of foreign speech 
and a hard language, but to the house of 
Israel— 6 not to many peoples of foreign 
speech and a hard language, whose 
words you cannot understand. Surely, 
if I sent you to such, they would listen 
to you. 7 But the house of Israel will not 
listen to you; for they are not willing to 
listen to me; because all the house of 
Israel are of a hard forehead and of a 
stubborn heart. 8 Behold, I have made 
your face hard against their faces, and 
your forehead hard against their fore¬ 
heads. 9 Like adamant harder than flint 
have I made your forehead; fear them 
not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for 
they are a rebellious house.” 10 More¬ 
over he said to me, “Son of man, all my 
words that I shall speak to you receive 
in your heart, and hear with your ears. 
n And go, get you to the exiles, to your 
people, and say to them, ‘Thus says the 

* Syr: Heb nations 
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Lord God’; whether they hear or refuse 
to hear.” 

12 Then the Spirit lifted me up, and 
as the glory of the Lord arose* from its 
place, I heard behind me the sound of a 
great earthquake; 13 it was the sound of 
the wings of the living creatures as they 
touched one another, and the sound of 
the wheels beside them, that sounded 
like a great earthquake. 14 The Spirit 
lifted me up and took me away, and 1 
went in bitterness in the heat of my 
spirit, the hand of the Lord being strong 
upon me; 15 and I came to the exiles at 
Tela'bib, who dwelt by the river Che¬ 
bar.* And I sat there overwhelmed 
among them seven days. 

16 And at the end of seven days, the 
word of the Lord came to me: 17 “Son 
of man, I have made you a watchman 
for the house of Israel; whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall 
give them warning from me. ** If I say 
to the wicked, 41 You shall surely die,’ and 
you give him no warning, nor speak to 
warn the wicked from his wicked way, 
iri order to save his life, that wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I 
will require at your hand. 19 But if you 
warn the wicked, and he does not turn 
from his wickedness, or from his wicked 
way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you 
will have saved your life. 20 Again, if a 
righteous man turns from his righteous¬ 
ness and commits iniquity, and I lay a 
stumbling block before him, he shall 
die; because you have not warned him, 
he shall die for his sin, and his righteous 
deeds which he has done shall not be re¬ 
membered; but his blood I will require 
at your hand. 21 Nevertheless if you 
warn the righteous man not to sin, and 
he does not sin, he shall surely live, be¬ 
cause he took warning; and you will 
have saved your life.” 

22 And the hand of the Lord was 
there upon me; and he said to me, 
“Arise, go forth into the plain,”* and 
there I will speak with you.” 23 So I 
arose and went forth into the plain;”* 
and, lo, the glory of the Lord stood 
there, like the glory which I had seen 
by the river Chebar; and I fell on my 
face. 24 But the Spirit entered into me, 
.and set me upon my feet; and he spoke 

* Cn: Heb biased be the glory of the Lord 

* Heb Chebar , and to where they dwelt. Another reeding 


with me and said to me, “Go, shut your¬ 
self within your house. 25 And you, O 
son of man, behold, cords will be placed 
upon you, and you shall be bound with 
them, so that you cannot go out among 
the people; 2b and I will make your 
tongue cleave to the roof of your mouth, 
so that you shall be dumb and unable to 
reprove them; for they are a rebellious 
house. 27 But when I speak with you, I 
will open your mouth, arid you shall say 
to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God’ ; he 
that will hear, let him hear; and he that 
will refuse to hear, let him refuse; for 
they are a rebellious house. 

4 “And you, O son of man, take a 
brick and lay it before you, and 
portray upon it a city, even Jerusalem; 
2 and put siegeworks against it, and 
build a siege wall against it, and cast up 
a mound against it; set camps also 
against it, and plant battering rams 
against it round about. 3 And take an 
iron plate, and place it as an iron wall 
between you and the city; and set your 
face toward it, and let it be in a state of 
siege, and press the siege against it. 
This is a sign for the house of Israel. 

4 “Then lie upon your left side, and I 
will lay the punishment of the house of 
Israel upon you;” for the number of the 
days that you lie upon it, you shall bear 
their punishment. 5 For I assign to you 
a number of days, three hundred and 
ninety days, equal to the number of the 
years of their punishment; so long shall 
you bear the punishment of the house of 
Israel. 6 And when you have completed 
these, you shall lie down a second 
time, but on your right side, and bear 
the punishment of the house of Judah; 
forty days I assign you, a day for each 
year. 7 And you shall set your face 
toward the siege of Jerusalem, with your 
arm bared; and you shall prophesy 
against the city. 8 And, behold, I will 
put cords upon you, so that you cannot 
turn from one side to the other, till you 
have completed the days of your siege. 

9 “And you, take wheat and barley, 
beans and lentils, millet and spelt, and 
put them into a single vessel, and make 
bread of them. During the number of 
days that you lie upon your side, three 
hundred and ninety days, you shall eat 

is Chebar , and l sat where they *at m Or valley 
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it. |(, And the food which you eat shall walked in my statutes or kept my 
be by weight, twenty shekels a day; ordinances, but have acted » according 
once a day you shall eat it. 11 And water to the ordinances of the nations that are 
you shall drink by measure, the sixth round about you; 8 therefore thus says 
part of a hin; once a day you shall drink, the Lord God : Behold, I, even I, am 
,2 And you shall eat it as a barley cake, against you; and I will execute judg- 
baking it in their sight on human dung.” ments in the midst of you in the sight of 
13 And the Lord said, “Thus shall the the nations. 9 And because of all your 
people of Israel eat their bread unclean, abominations i will do with you what I 
among the nations whither 1 will drive have never yet done, and the like of 
them/’ 14 Then I said, “Ah Lord God! which I will never do again. 10 There- 
bchold, I have never defiled myself; fore fathers shall eat their sons in the 
from my youth up till now I have never midst of you, and sons shall eat their 
eaten what died of itself or was torn by fathers; and I will execute judgments on 
beasts, nor has foul flesh come into my you, and any of you who survive I will 
mouth.” 15 Then he said to me, “See, I scatter to all the winds. 11 Wherefore, as 
will let you have cow’s dung instead of 1 live, says the Lord God, surely, be- 
human dung, on which you may pre- cause you have defiled my sanctuary 
pare your bread.” 16 Moreover he said with all your detestable things and with 
to me, “Son of man, behold, I will all your abominations, therefore I will 
break the staff of bread in Jerusalem; cut you down;# my eye will not spare, 
they shall eat bread by weight and with and I will have no pity. 12 A third part of 
fearfulness; and they shall drink water you shall die of pestilence and be con- 
by measure and in dismay. 17 1 will do sumed with famine in the midst of you; 
this that they may lack bread and water, a third part shall fall by the sword round 
and look at one another in dismay, and about you; and a third part I will scatter 
waste away under their punishment. to all the winds and will unsheathe the 

5 “And you, O son of man, take a sword after them. 

sharp sword; use it as a barber’s 13 “Thus shall my anger spend itself, 
razor and pass it over your head and and 1 will vent my fury upon them and 
your beard; then take balances for satisfy myself; and they shall know that 
weighing, and divide the hair. 2 A third I, the Lord, have spoken in my 
part you shall bum in the fire in the jealousy, when I spend my fury upon 
midst of the city, when the days of the them. 14 Moreover I will make you a 
siege are completed; and a third part desolation and an object of reproach- 
you shall take and strike with the sword among the nations round about you and 
round about the city; and a third part in the sight of all that pass by. 15 You 
you shall scatter to the wind, and I will shall be*' a reproach and a taunt, a warn- 
unsheathe the sword after them. 3 And ing and a horror, to the nations round 
you shall take from these a small num* about you, when I execute judgments 
her, and bind them in the skirts of your on you in anger and fury, and with furi- 
robe. 4 And of these again you shall take ous chastisements—I, the Lord, have 
some, and cast them into the fire, and spoken— 16 when I loose against you* 
bum them in the fire; from there a fire my deadly arrows of famine, arrows for 
will come forth into all the house of destruction, which I will loose to de- 
Israel. 5 Thus says the Lord God : This stroy you, and when I bring more and 
is Jerusalem; I have set her in the centre more famine upon you, and break your 
of the nations, with countries round staff of bread. 17 I will send famine and 
about her. 6 And she has wickedly re- wild beasts against you, and they will 
belled against my ordinances 0 more rob you of your children; pestilence and 
than the nations, and against my blood shall pass through you; and I will 
statutes more than the countries round bring the sword upon you. I, the Lord, 
about her, by rejecting my ordinances have spoken.” 

and not walking in my statutes. 7 There- fZ The word of the Lord came to 
fore thus says the Lord God: Because v me: 2 “Son of man, set your face 
you are more turbulent than the nations toward the mountains of Israel, and 
that are round about you, and have not prophesy against them, 3 and say. You 

° Or changed my ordinances \ <tto wickedness l> Another reading is and have not acted 
« Another reading is / will t ichdrato r Gk Syr Vg Tg: Hcb And it shall be * Heb them 
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mountains of Israel, hear the word of waste, throughout all their habitations, 
the Lord God! Thus says the Lord from the wilderness to Riblah. r Then 
God to the mountains and the hills, to they will know that I am the Lord.” 
the ravines and the valleys: Behold, I, Hf The word of the Lord came to 
even I, will bring a sword upon you, and / me: 2 “And you, O son of man, 
I will destroy your high places. 4 Your thus says the Lord God to the land of 
altars shall become desolate, and your in- Israel: An end! The end has come upon 
cense altars shall be broken; and I will the four corners of the land. 3 Now the 
cast down your slain before your idols, end is upon you, and I will let loose my 
5 And I will lay the dead bodies of the anger upon you, and will judge you 
people of Israel before their idols; and I according to your ways; and I will 
will scatter your bones round about punish you for all your abominations, 
your altars, 6 Wherever you dwell your 4 And my eye will not spare you, nor will 
cities shall be waste and your high I have pity; but I will punish you for 
places ruined, so that your altars will be your ways, while your abominations are 
waste and ruined,* your idols broken in your midst. Then you will know that 
and destroyed, your incense altars cut I am the Lord. 

down, and your works wiped out. 7 And 5 “Thus says the Lord God: Disaster 
the slain shall fall in the midst of you, after disaster! Behold, it comes. 6 An 
and you shall know that I am the Lord, end has come, the end has come; it has 
8 “Yet I will leave some of you alive, awakened against you. Behold, it comes. 
When you have among the nations some 7 Your doom 1 " has come to you, O in- 
who escape the sword, and when you habitant of the land; the time has come, 
are scattered through the countries, the day is near, a day of tumult, and not 
9 then those of you who escape will re- of joyful shouting upon the mountains, 
member me among the nations where 8 Now I will soon pour out my wrath 
they are carried captive, when I have upon you, and spend my anger against 
broken" their wanton heart which has you, and judge you according to your 
departed from me, and blinded their ways; and I will punish you for all your 
eyes which turn wantonly after their abominations. 9 And my eye will not 
idols; and they will be loathsome in spare, nor will I have pity; I will punish 
their own sight for the evils which they you according to your ways, while your 
have committed, for all their abomina- abominations are in your midst. Then 
tions. 10 And they shall know that I am you will know that 1 am the Lord, who 
the Lord; I have not said in vain that I smite. 

would do this evil to them.” 10 “Behold, the day! Behold, it 

11 Thus says the Lord God: “Clap comes! Your doom w has come, in- 
your hands, and stamp your foot, and justice* has blossomed, pride has 
say, Alas! because of all the evil budded. 11 Violence has grown up into 
abominations of the house of Israel; for a rod of wickedness; none of them shall 
they shall fall by the sword, by famine, remain, nor their abundance, nor their 
and by pestilence. 12 He that is far oft wealth; neither shall there be pre¬ 
shall die of pestilence; and he that is eminence among them.** 12 The time 
near shall fall by the sword; and he that has come, the day draws near. Let not 
is left and is preserved shall die of the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn, 
famine. Thus I will spend my fury upon for wrath is upon all their multitude, 
them. 13 And you shall know that I am 13 For the seller shall not return to what 
the Lord, when their slain lie among he has sold, while they live. For wrath z 
their idols round about their altars, is upon all their multitude; it shall not 
upon every high hill, on all the moun- turn back; and because of his iniquity, 
tain tops, under every green tree, and none can maintain his life." 
under every leafy oak, wherever they 14 “They have blown the trumpet 
offered pleasing odour to all their idols, and made all ready; but none goes to 
14 And I will stretch out my hand against battle, for my wrath is upon all their 
them, and make the land desolate and multitude. 15 The sword is without, 

* Syr Vg Tg: Heb and be made guilty M Syr Vg Tg: Heh / have bc t broken B Another :ading is Diblah 
w The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain ■*' Or the rod u The Hebrew of verse l is uncertain 
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pestilence and famine are within; he 
that is in the field dies by the sword; 
and him that is in the city famine and 
pestilence devour. 1 6 And if any sur¬ 
vivors escape, they will be on the moun¬ 
tains, like doves of the valleys, all of 
them moaning, every one over his 
iniquity. 17 A11 hands are feeble, and all 
knees weak as water. 18 They gird them¬ 
selves with sackcloth, and horror covers 
them; shame is upon all faces, and bald¬ 
ness on all their heads. 19 They cast 
their silver into the streets, and their 
gold is like an unclean thing; their silver 
and gold are not able to deliver them in 
the day of the wrath of the Lord ; they 
cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their 
stomachs with it. For it was the 
stumbling block of their iniquity. 
20 Their 6 beautiful ornament they used 
for vainglory, and they made their 
abominable images and their detestable 
things of it; therefore I will make it an 
unclean thing to them. 21 And I will give 
it into the hands of foreigners for a prey, 
and to the wicked of the earth for a 
spoil; and they shall profane it. 22 I will 
turn my face from them, that they may 
profane my precious 0 place; robbers 
shall enter and profane it, 23 and make a 
desolation. d 

“Because the land is full of bloody 
crimes and the city is full of violence, 

24 I will bring the worst of the nations to 
take possession of their houses; I will 
put an end to their proud might, and 
their holy places shall be profaned. 

25 When anguish comes, they will seek 
peace, but there shall be none. 26 Dis¬ 
aster comes upon disaster, rumour fol¬ 
lows rumour; they seek a vision from the 
prophet, but the law perishes from the 

J jriest, and counsel from the elders. 

7 The king mourns, the prince is 
wrapped in despair, and the hands of 
the people of the land are palsied by 
terror. According to their way I will do 
to them, and according to their own 
judgments I will judge them; and they 
shall know that I am the Lord.” 

8 In the sixth year, in the sixth 
month, on the fifth day of the 
month, as I sat in my house, with the 
elders of Judah sitting before me, the 
hand of the Lord God fell there upon 
me. 2 Then I beheld, and, lo, a form 


Abominations in Jerusalem 
that had the appearance of a man •/ be¬ 
low what appeared to be his loins it was 
fire, and above his loins it was like the 
appearance of brightness, like gleaming 
bronze. 3 He put forth the form of a 
hand, and took me by a lock of my 
head; and the Spirit lifted me up be¬ 
tween earth and heaven, and brought 
me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to 
the entrance of the gateway of the inner 
court that faces north, where was the 
seat of the image of jealousy, which 
provokes to jealousy. 4 And behold, the 
glory of the God of Israel was there, 
like the vision that I saw in the plain. 

5 Then he said to me, “Son of man, 
lift up your eyes now in the direction of 
the north.” So I lifted up my eyes 
toward the north, and behold, north of 
the altar gate, in the entrance, was this 
image of jealousy. 6 And he said to me, 
“Son of man, do you see what they are 
doing, the great abominations that the 
house of Israel are committing here, to 
drive me far from my sanctuary? But 
you will see still greater abominations.” 

7 And he brought me to the door 
of the court; and when I looked, behold, 
there was a hole in the wall. 8 Then said 
he to me, “Son of man, dig in the wall”; 
and when I dug in the wall, lo, there was 
a door. 9 And he said to me, “Go in, and 
see the vile abominations that they are 
committing here.” 10 So I went in and 
saw; and there, portrayed upon the wall 
round about, were all kinds of creeping 
things, and loathsome beasts, and all the 
idols of the house of Israel. 11 And before 
them stood seventy men of the elders of 
the house of Israel, with Ja-azani'ah the 
son of Shaphan standing among them. 
Each had his censer in his hand, and the 
smoke of the cloud of incense went up. 
12 Then he said to me, “Son of man, 
have you seen what the elders of the 
house of Israel are doing in the dark, 
every man in his room^ of pictures? For 
they say, ‘The Lord does not see us, the 
Lord has forsaken the land.* ” * 3 Hi 
said also to me, “You will see still 
greater abominations which they com¬ 
mit.” 

14 Then he brought me to the en¬ 
trance of the north gate of the house of 
the Lord ; and behold, there sat women 
weeping for Tammuz. 15 Then he said 
to me, “Have you seen this, O son of 

9 Gk: HebjSre 
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man? You will see still greater abomina¬ 
tions than these.” 

16 And he brought me into the inner 
court of the house of the Lord ; and be¬ 
hold, at the door of the temple of the 
Lord, between the porch and the altar, 
were about twenty-five men, with their 
backs to the temple of the Lord, and 
their faces toward the east, worshipping 
the sun toward the cast. 17 Then he said 
to me, “Have you seen this, O son of 
man? Is it too slight a thing for the 
house of Judah to commit the abomina¬ 
tions which they commit here, that they 
should fill the hind with violence, and 
provoke me further to anger? Lo, they 
put the branch to their nose. There¬ 
fore I will deal in wrath; my eye will 
not spare, nor will I have pity; and 
though they cry in my ears with a loud 
voice, I will not hear them.” 

Then he cried in my ears with a 
loud voice, saying, “Draw near, you 
executioners of the city, each with his 
destroying weapon in his hand.” 2 And 
lo, six men came from the direction of 
the upper gate, which faces north, every 
man with his weapon for slaughter in 
his hand, and with them was a man 
clothed in linen, with a writing case at 
his side. And they went in and stood 
beside the bronze altar. 

3 Now the glory of the God of Israel 
had gone up from the cherubim on 
which it rested to the threshold of the 
house; and he called to the man clothed 
in linen, who had the writing case at his 
side. 4 And the Lord said to him, “Go 
through the city, through Jerusalem, 
and put a mark upon the foreheads of 
the men who sigh and groan over all the 
the abominations that are committed in 
it.” 5 And to the others he said in my 
hearing, “Pass through the city after 
him, and smite; your eye shall not 
spare, and you shall show no pity; 
6 slay old men outright, young men and 
maidens, little children and women, but 
touch no one upon whom is the mark. 
And begin at my sanctuary.” So they 
began with the elders who were before 
the house. 7 Then he said to them, 
‘‘Defile the house, and fill the courts 
with the slain. Go forth.” So they went 
forth, and smote in the city. 8 And while 
they were smiting, and I was left alone, 
I fell upon my face, and cried, “Ah 
Lord God I wilt thou destroy all that re- 

9.4, 6: l Pet 4.17; Rev 7.3; 9.4; 14.1. 10.1: Rev 4.2. 


mains of Israel in the outpouring of thy 
wrath upon Jerusalem?” 

9 Then he said to me, “The guilt of 
the house of Israel and Judah is exceed¬ 
ingly great; the land is full of blood, and 
the city full of injustice; for they say, 
‘The Lord has forsaken the land, and 
the Lord does not see/ 10 As for me, my 
eye will not spare, nor will I have pity, 
but I will requite their deeds upon their 
heads.” 

11 And lo, the man clothed in linen, 
with the writing case at his side, brought 
back word, saying, “I have done as thou 
didst command me.” 

-j rfe Then I looked, and behold, on 
11/ the firmament that was over the 
heads of the cherubim there appeared 
above them something like a sapphire, 
in form resembling a throne. 2 And he 
said to the man clothed in linen, “Go in 
among the whirling wheels underneath 
the cherubim; fill your hands with 
burning coals from between the cheru¬ 
bim, and scatter them over the city.” 

And he went in before my eyes.. 
* Now the cherubim were standing on 
the south side of the house, when the 
man went in; and a cloud filled the inner 
court. 4 And the glory of the Lord went 
up from the cherubim to the threshold 
of the house; and the house was filled 
with the cloud, and the court was full of 
the brightness of the glory of the Lord. 
5 And the sound of the wings of the 
cherubim was heard as far as the outer 
court, like the voice of God Almighty 
when he speaks. 

6 And when he commanded the man 
clothed in linen, “Take fire from be¬ 
tween the whirling wheels, from be¬ 
tween the cherubim,” he went in and 
stood beside a wheel. 7 And a cherub 
stretched forth his hand from between 
the cherubim to the fire that was be¬ 
tween the cherubim, and took some of 
it, and put it into the hands of the man 
clothed in linen, who took it and went 
out. 8 The cherubim appeared to have 
the form of a human hand under their 
wings. 

9 And I looked, and behold, there 
were four wheels beside the cherubim, 
one beside each cherub; and the ap¬ 
pearance of the wheels was like spar¬ 
kling chrysolite. 10 And as for their ap¬ 
pearance, the four had the same like¬ 
ness, as if a wheel were within a whceL 

10.2: Rev 8.5. 
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11 When they went, they went in any of 
their four directions' 7 without turning as 
they went, but in whatever direction the 
front wheel faced the others followed 
without turning as they went. 12 And /7 
their rims, and their spokes,*' and the 
wheels were full of eyes round about— 
the wheels that the four of them had. 
••'As for the wheels, they were called in 
my hearing the whirling wheels. 14 And 
every one had four faces: the first face 
was the face of the cherub, and the 
second face was the face of a man, and 
the third the face of a lion, and the 
fourth the face of an eagle. 

15 And the cherubim mounted up. 
These were the living creatures that I 
saw by the river Chebar. l6 And when 
the cherubim went, the wheels went 
beside them; and when the cherubim 
lifted up their wings to mount up from 
the earth, the wheels did not turn from 
beside them. 17 When they stood still, 
these stood still, and when they 
mounted up, these mounted up with 
them; for the spirit of the living crea¬ 
tures' was in them. 

18 Then the glory of the Lord went 
forth from the threshold of the house, 
and stood over the cherubim. ,Q And 
the cherubim lifted up their wings and 
mounted up from the earth in my sight 
as they went forth, with the wheels be¬ 
side them; and they stood at the door 
of the east gate of the house of the 
Lord; and the glory of the God of 
Israel was over them. 

20 These were the living creatures 
that I saw underneath the God of Israel 
by the river Chebar; and I knew that 
they were cherubim. 21 Each had four 
faces, and each four wings, and under¬ 
neath their wings the semblance of 
human hands. 22 And as for the likeness 
of their faces, they were the very faces 
whose appearance I had seen by the 
river Chebar. They went every one 
straight forward. 

n The Spirit lifted me up, and 
brought me to the east gate of the 
house of the Lord, which taces east. 
And behold, at the door of the gateway 
there were twenty-five men; and I saw 
among them Ja-azani'ah the son of 
Azzur, and Pelati'ah the son of Benai'- 
ah, princes of the people. 2 And he said 


to me, “Son of man, these are the men 
who devise iniquity and who give 
wicked counsel in this city; who say, 
‘The time is not near* to build houses; 
this city is the cauldron, and we are the 
flesh.' 4 Therefore prophesy against 
them, prophesy, O son of man.” 

5 And the Spirit of the Lord fell upon 
me, and he said to me, “Say, Thus says 
the Lord: So you think, O house of 
Israel; for I know the things that come 
into your mind. 6 You have multiplied 
your slain in this city, and have filled its 
streets with the slain. 7 Therefore thus 
says the Lord God: Your slain whom 
you have laid in the midst of it, they are 
the flesh, and this city is the cauldron; 
but you shall be brought forth out of the 
midst of it. 8 You have feared the 
sword; and I will bring the sword upon 
you, says the Lord God. v And I will 
bring you forth out of the midst of it, 
and give you into the hands of for¬ 
eigners, and execute judgments upon 
you. 10 You shall fall by the sword; I 
will judge you at the border of Israel; 
and you shall know that I am the Lord. 
11 This city shall not be your cauldron, 
nor shall you be the flesh in the midst of 
it; I will judge you at the border of 
Israel; 12 and you shall know that I am 
the Lord; for you have not walked in 
my statutes, nor executed my ordi¬ 
nances, but have acted according to the 
ordinances of the nations that are round 
about you.” 

13 And it came to pass, while I was 
prophesying, that Pelati'ah the son of 
Benai'ah died. Then I fell down upon 
my face, and cried with a loud voice, 
and said, “Ah Lord God! wilt thou 
make a full end of the remnant of 
Israel?” 

14 And the word of the Lord came 
to me: 15 “Son of man, your brethren, 
even your brethren, your fellow exiles,' 
the whole house of Israel, all of them, 
are those of whom the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem have said, ‘They have gone 
far from the Lord; to us this land is 
given for a possession/ 16 Therefore 
say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: Though 
I removed them far off among the na¬ 
tions, and though I scattered them 
among the countries, yet I have been a 
sanctuary to them for a while m in the 
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countries where they have gone.' face, that you may not see the land; for 
^Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord 1 have made you a sign for the house ot 
God: I will gather you from the peo- Israel.” 

pics, and assemble you out of the coun- 7 And I did as I was commanded. I 

tries where you have been scattered, and brought out my baggage by day, as bag- 
31 will give you the land of Israel.' 18 And gage for exile, and in the evening I dug 
when they come there, they will remove through the wall with my own hands; I 
from it ali its detestable things and all its went forth in the dark, carrying my out- 
abominations. 19 And I will give them fit upon my shoulder in their sight, 
one" heart, and put a new spirit within 8 In the morning the word of the 
them; I will take the stony heart out of Lord came to me: 9 “Son of man, has 
their flesh and give them a heart of not the house of Israel, the rebellious 
flesh, 20 that they may walk in my house, said to you, ‘What are you do- 
statutes and keep my ordinances and ing? 5 10 Say to them, ‘Thus says the 
obey them; and they shall be my people. Lord God: This oracle concerns the 
and I will be their God. 21 But as for prince in Jerusalem and all the house of 
those 0 whose heart goes after their de~ Israel who are in it.* 3 11 Say, M am a sign 
testable things and their abominations, for you: as I have done, so shall it be 
1 will requite their deeds upon their own done to them; they shall go into exile, 
heads, says the Lord God.” into captivity.’ 12 And the prince who is 

22 Then the cherubim lifted up their among them shall lift his baggage upon 
wings, with the wheels beside them; and his shoulder in the dark, and shall go 
the glory of the God of Israel was over forth; he s shall dig through the wall and 
them. 23 And the glory of the .Lord went go* out through it; he shall cover his 
up from the midst of the city, and stood face, that he may not see the land with 
upon the mountain which is on the east his eyes. B And I will spread my net over 
side of the city. 24 And the Spirit lifted him, and he shall be taken in my snare; 
me up and brought me in the vision by and I will bring him to Babylon in the 
the Spirit of God into Chalde'a, to the land of the Chalde'ans, yet he shall not 
exiles. Then the vision that I had seen see it; and he shall die there. 14 And I 
went up from me. 2 -\And T told the exiles will scatter toward every wind all who 
all the things that the Lord had showed are round about him, his helpers" and 
me. all his troops: and I will unsheathe the 

sword after them. l5 And they shall know 
"I ^ The word of the Lord came to that I am the Lord, when I disperse 
me: 2 “Son of man, you dwell in them among the nations and scatter 
the midst of a rebellious house, who them through the countries. 16 But I 
have eyes to see, but see nor, who have will let a few of them escape from the 
ears to hear, but hear not;for they are sword, from famine and pestilence, that 
a rebellious house. Therefore, son of they may confess all their abominations 
man, prepare for yourself an exile’s bag- among the nations where they go, and 
gage, and go into exile by day in their may know that I 3m the Lord.” 
sight; you shall go like an exile from 17 Moreover the word of the Lord 
your place to another place in their came to me: 18 “Son of man, eat your 
sight. Perhaps they will understand, bread with quaking, and drink water 
though? they are a rebellious house, with trembling and with fearfulness; 
4 You shall bring out your baggage by 19 and say of the people of the land, 
day in their sight, as baggage for exile; Thus says the Lord God concerning the 
and you shall go forth yourself at inhabitants of Jerusalem in the land of 
evening in their sight, as men do who Israel: They shall eat their bread with 
must go into exile. 5 Dig through the fearfulness, and drink water in dismay, 
wall in their sight, and go f ' out through because their land will be stripped of all 
it. 6 In their sight you shall lift the bag- it contains, on account of the violence of 
gage upon your shoulder, and carry it all those who dwell in it. 20 And the in- 
out in the dark; you shall cover your habited cities shall be laid waste, and 

" Another reading i _ 

0 Cn: Heb To the heart of their detestable things and their abominations their heart goes ? Or will see that 
Q Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb bring r Heb in the mtdst of them 8 Gk Syi: Heb they t Gk Syr Tg: Hcb bring 
« Gk Syr Tg: Heb his help 

11.19: Ezek 18.31; 36.26; 2 Cor 3.3. 12.2: Mk 8.18. 



EZEKIEL 12 738 False prophets condemned 

the land shall become a desolation; see delusive visions and who give lying 
and you shall know that I am the divinations; they shall not be in the 
Lord.” council of my people, nor be enrolled in 

21 And the word of the Lord came the register of the house of Israel, nor 
to me: 22 “Son of man, what is this shall they enter the land of Israel; and 

f roverb that you have about the land of you shall know that I am the Lord God. 

srael, saying, ‘The days grow long, and 10 Because, yea, because they have mis- 
every vision comes to naught’? 23 Tell led my people, saying, ‘Peace,’ when 
them therefore, ‘Thus says the Lord there is no peace; and because, when the 
God: I will put an end to this proverb, people build a wall, these prophets daub 
and they shall no more use it as a it with whitewash; 11 say to those who 
proverb in Israel.’ But say to them. The daub it with whitewash that it shall fall! 
days are at hand, and the fulfilment v of There will be a deluge of rain,* great 
every vision. 24 For there shall be no hailstones will fall, and a stormy wind 
more any false vision or flattering break out; 12 and when the wall falls, 

divination within the house of Israel, will it not be said to you, ‘Where is the 

25 But I the Lord will speak the word daubing with which you daubed it?’ 
which I will speak, and it will be per- 13 Therefore thus says the Lord Gop. 
formed. It will no longer be delayed, I will make a stormy wind break out in 
but in your days, O rebellious house, I my wrath; and there shall be a deluge 
will speak the word and perform it, says of rain in my anger, and great hailstones 
the Lord God.” in wrath to destroy it. i4 And I will break 

26 Again the word of the Lord came down the wall that you have daubed 
to me: 27 “Son of man, behold, they of with whitewash, and bring it down to 
the house of Israel say, ‘The vision that the ground, so that its foundation will 
he sees is for many days hence, and he be laid bare; when it falls, you shall 
prophesies of times far oft? 28 There- perish in the midst of it; and you shall 

fore say to them, Thus says the Lord know that I am the Lord. 15 Thus will I 

God: None of my words will be de- spend my wrath upon the wall, and 
layed any longer, but the word which I upon those who have daubed it with 
speak will be performed, says the Lord whitewash; and I will say to you, The 
God.” wall is no more, nor those who daubed 

1 ^ The word of the Lord came to it, 16 the prophets of Israel who prophe- 
XD me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy sied concerning Jerusalem and saw 
against the prophets of Israel, prophesy"’ visions of peace for her, when there was 
and say to those who prophesy out of no peace, says the Lord God. 
their own minds: ‘Hear the word of the 17 “And you, son of man, set your 
Lord!’ 3 Thus says the Lord God, Woe face against the daughters of your peo- 
to the foolish prophets who follow their pie, who prophesy out of their own 
own spirit, and have seen nothing! minds; prophesy against them 18 and 
4 Your prophets have been like foxes say, Thus says the Lord God: Woe to 
among ruins, O Israel. 5 You have not the women who sew magic bands upon 
gone up into the breaches, or built up a all wrists, and make veils for the heads 
wall for the house of Israel, that it might of persons of every stature, in the hunt 
stand in battle in the day of the Lord, for souls! Will you hunt down souls 
$ They have spoken falsehood and belonging to my people, and keep other 
divined a lie; they say, ‘Says the Lord? souls alive for your profit? 19 You have 
when the Lord has not sent them, and profaned me among my people for 
yet they expect him to fulfil their word, handfuls of barley and for pieces of 
7 Have you not seen a delusive vision, bread, putting to death persons who 
and uttered a lying divination, whenever should not die and keeping alive persons 
you have said, ‘Says the Lord? al- who should not live, by your lies to my 
though I have not spoken?” people, who listen to lies. 

8 Therefore thus says the Lord God : 20 “Wherefore thus says the Lord 

“Because you have uttered delusions God: Behold, I am against your magic 
and seen Lies, therefore behold, I am bands with which you hunt the souls,*' 
against you, says the Lord God. 9 My and I will tear them from your arms; 
hand will be against the prophets who and I will let the souls that you hunt 

v Hcb word w Gk: Heb who prophesy * Hcb rain and you y Gk Syr: Hcb souls for birds 
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go free 2 like birds. 21 Your veils also I the prophet and the punishment of the 


will tear off, and delive ■ my people out 
of your hand, and they shall be no more 
in your hand as prey; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord. 22 Because 
you have disheartened the righteous 
falsely, although I have not disheart¬ 
ened him, and you have encouraged the 
wicked, that he should not turn from 
his wicked way to save his life; 23 there¬ 
fore you shall no more see delusive 
visions nor practise divination; I will 
deliver my people out of your hand. 
Then you will know that I am the 
Lord.” 

M Then came certain of the elders 
of Israel to me, and sat before 
me. 2 And the word of the Lord came 
to me: 5 “Son of man, these men have 
taken their idols into their hearts, and 
set the stumbling block of their iniquity 
before their faces; should I let myself 
be inquired of at all by them? 4 There¬ 
fore speak to them, and say to them. 
Thus says the Lord God: Any man of 
the house of Israel who takes his idols 
into his heart and sets the stumbling 
block of his iniquity before his face, and 
yet comes to the prophet, I the Lord 
will answer him myself® because of the 
multitude of his idols, 5 that I may lay 
hold of the hearts of the house of Israel, 
who are all estranged from me through 
their idols. 

6 “Therefore say to the house of Is¬ 
rael, Thus says the Lord God: Repent 
and turn away from your idols; and 
turn away your faces from all your 
abominations. 7 For any one of the 
house of Israel, or of the strangers that 
sojourn in Israels who separates himself 
from me, taking his idols into his heart 
and putting the stumbling block of his 
iniquity before his face, and yet comes 
to a prophet to inquire for himself of 
me, I the Lord will answer him myself; 

8 and I will set my face against that man, 

I will make him a sign and a byword and 
cut him off from the midst of my 
people; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord. 9 And if the prophet be de¬ 
ceived and speak a word, I, the Lord, 
have deceived that prophet, and I will 
stretch out my hand against him, and 
will destroy him from the midst of my 
people Israel. 10 And they shall bear 
their punishment—the punishment of 

2 Cn: Heb the souls a Co Comoare Tg: Heb uncertain 
J4J2I: Rev 6.8. 


inquirer shall be alike—n that the house 
of Israel may go no more astray from 
me, nor defile themselves any more 
with all their transgressions, but that 
they may be my people and I may be 
their God, says the Lord God.” 

12 And the word of the Lord came 
to me: 12 “Son of man, when a land sins 
against me by acting faithlessly, and I 
stretch out my hand against it, and 
break its staff of bread and send famine 
upon it, and cut off from it man and 
beast, 14 even if these three men, Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would 
deliver but their own lives by their 
righteousness, says the Lord God. 
15 If I cause wild beasts to pass through 
the land, and they ravage it, and it be 
made desolate, so that no man may pass 
through because of the beasts; 16 even 
if these three men were in it, as I live, 
says the Lord God, they would deliver 
neither sons nor daughters; they alone 
would be delivered, but the land would 
be desolate. 17 Or if I bring a sword 
upon that land, and say. Let a sword go 
through the land; and i cut off from it 
man and beast ; 18 though these three 
men were in it, as I live, says the 
Lord God, they would deliver neither 
sons nor daughters, but they alone 
would be delivered. 19 Or if I send a 
pestilence into that land, and pour out 
my wrath upon it with blood, to cut off 
from it man and beast; 20 even if Noah, 
Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live, 
says the Lord God, they would deliver 
neither son nor daughter; they would 
deliver but their own lives by their 
righteousness. 

21 “For thus says the Lord God: 
How much more when I send upon 
Jerusalem my four sore acts of judg¬ 
ment, sword, famine, evil beasts, and 
estilence, to cut off from it man and 
east! 22 Yet, if there should be left in 
it any survivors to lead out sons and 
daughters, when they come forth to you, 
and you see their ways and their doings, 
you will be consoled for the evil that I 
have brought upon Jerusalem, for all that 
I have brought upon it. & They will con¬ 
sole you, when you see their ways and 
their doings; and you shall know that I 
have not done without cause all that I 
have done in it, says the Lord God.” 
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i C And the word of the Lord came 
A*? to me: 2 “Son of rnan, how does 
the wood of the vine surpass any wood, 
the vine branch which is among the 
trees of the forest? 3 Is wood taken from 
it to make anything? Do men take a peg 
from it to hang any vessel on? 4 Lo, fi is 
given to the fire for fuel; when the fire 
has consumed both ends of it, and the 
middle of it is charred, is it useful for 
anything? 5 Behold, when it was whole, 
it was used for nothing; how much less, 
when the fire has consumed it and it is 
charred, can it ever be used for any¬ 
thing ! 6 Therefore thus says the Lord 
God: Like the wood of the vine among 
the trees of the forest, which 1 have 
given to the fire for fuel, so will I give 
up the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 7 And 
I will set my face against them; though 
they escape from the fire, the fire shall 
yet consume them; and you will know 
that I am the Lori\ when I set my face 
against them. 8 And I will make the land 
desolate, because they have acted faith¬ 
lessly, says the Lord God.” 

'J/T Again the word of the Lord 
AO came to me: 2 “Son of man, make 
know r n to Jerusalem her abominations, 
3 and say, Thus says the Lord God to 
Jerusalem: Your origin and your birth 
are of the land of the Canaanites; your 
father was an Amorite, and your mother 
a Hittite. 4 And as for your birth, on the 
day you were born your navel string was 
not cut, nor were you washed with 
water to cleanse you, nor rubbed with 
salt, nor swathed with bands. 5 No eye 
pitied you, to do any of these things to 
you out of compassion for you; but you 
were cast out on the open field, for 
you were abhorred, on the day that you 
were bom. 

6 “And when I passed by you, and 
saw you weltering in your blood, I said 
to you in your blood, ‘Live, 7 and grow' 
up** like a plant of the field.’ And you 
grew up and became tall and arrived at 
full maidenhood; 6 your breasts were 
formed, and your hair had grown; yet 
you were naked and bare. 

8 “When I passed by you again and 
looked upon you, behold, you were at 
the age for love; and I spread my skirt 
over you, and covered your nakedness: 
yea, I plighted my troth to you and 
entered into a covenant with you, says 


Jerusalem a useless vine 
the Lord God, and you became mine. 
9 Then I bathed you with water and 
washed off your blood from you, and 
anointed you with oil. 10 1 clothed you 
also with embroidered cloth and shod 
you with leather, 1 swathed you in fine 
linen and covered you with silk. 11 And I 
decked you with ornaments, and put 
bracelets on your arms, and a chain on 
your neck. 12 And I put a ring on your 
nose, and earrings in your ears, and a 
beautiful crown upon your head. 
13 Thus you were decked with gold and 
silver; and your raiment was of fine 
linen, and silk, and embroidered cloth; 
you ate fine flour and honey and oil. You 
grew exceedingly beautiful, and came to 
regal estate. 14 And your renown went 
forth among the nations because of your 
beauty, for it was perfect through the 
splendour which I had bestowed upon 
you, says the Lord God. 

15 “But you trusted in your beauty, 
and played the harlot because of your 
renown, and lavished your harlotries on 
any passer-by. 16 You took some of your 
garments, and made for yourself gaily 
decked shrines, and on them played the 
harlot; the like has never been, nor ever 
shall be, 17 You also took your fair 
jewels of my gold and of my silver, 
which I had given you, and made for 
yourself images of men, and with them 
played the harlot; 18 and you took your 
embroidered garments to cover them, 
and set my oil and my incense before 
them. 19 Also my bread which I gave 
you—I fed you with fine flour and oil 
and honey—you set before them for a 
pleasing odour, says the Lord GoD. d 
20 And you took your sons and your 
daughters, whom you had borne to me, 
and these you sacrificed to them to be 
devoured. Were your harlotries so small 
a matter 21 that you slaughtered my 
children and delivered them up as an 
offering by fire to them? 22 And in all 
your abominations and your harlotries 
you did not remember the days of your 
youth, when you were naked and bare, 
weltering in your blood. 

23 “And after all your wickedness 
(woe, woe to you! says the Lord God), 
24 you built yourself a vaulted chamber, 
and made yourself a lofty place in every 
square; 25 at the head of every street you 
built your lofty place and prostituted 


? Gk Syr: Heb I made you a myriad c Cn: Heb ornament of ornaments 
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your beauty, offering yourself to any 
passer-by, and multiplying your har¬ 
lotry. 2 & You also played the harlot with 
the Egyptians, your iustful neighbours, 
multiplying your harlotry, to provoke 
me to anger. 27 Behold, therefore, I 
stretched out my hand against you, and 
diminished your allotted portion, and 
delivered you to the greed of your 
enemies, the daughters of the Philis¬ 
tines, who were ashamed of your lewd 
behaviour. 28 You played the harlot also 
with the Assyrians, because you were 
insatiable; yea, you played the harlot 
with them, and still you were not satis¬ 
fied. 29 You multiplied your harlotry 
also with the trading land of Chalde'a; 
and even with this you were not satis¬ 
fied. 

30 “How lovesick is your heart, says 
die Lord God, seeing you did all these 
things, the deeds of a brazen harlot; 
31 building your vaulted chamber at the 
head of every street, and making your 
lofty place in every square. Yet you were 
not like a harlot, because you scorned 
hire. 32 Aaulterous wife, who receives 
strangers instead of her husband! 
33 Men give gifts to all harlots; but you 
gave your gifts to all your lovers, brib¬ 
ing them to come to you from every side 
for your harlotries. 34 So you were dif¬ 
ferent from other women in your har¬ 
lotries: none solicited you to play the 
harlot ; and you gave hire, while no hire 
was given to you; therefore you were 
different. 

35 “Wherefore, O harlot, hear the 
word of the Lord: 36 Thus says the 
Lord God, Because your shame was 
laid bare and your nakedness uncovered 
in your harlotries with your lovers, and 
because of all your idols, and because of 
the blood of your children that you gave 
to them, 37 therefore, behold, I will 
gather all your lovers, with whom 
you took pleasure, all those you 
loved and all those you loathed; I 
will gather them against you from 
every side, and will uncover your 
nakedness to them, that they may see 
all your nakedness. 38 And I will judge 
you as women who break wedlock and 
shed blood are judged, and bring upon 
you the blood of wrath and jealousy. 
39 And I will give you into the hand of 
your lovers, and they shall throw down 
your vaulted chamber and break down 

10.45s Ezek 16.3. 


your lofty places; they shall strip you of 
your clothes and take your fair jewels, 
and leave you naked and bare. 40 They 
shall bring up a host against you, and 
they shall stone you and cut you to 
pieces with their swords. 41 And they 
shall bum your houses and execute 
judgments upon you in the sight of 
many women; I will make you stop 
playing the harlot, and you shall also 
give hire no more. 42 So will I satisfy my 
fury on you, and my jealousy shall de¬ 
part from you; I will be calm, and will 
no more be angry* 43 Because you have 
not remembered the days of your youth, 
but have enraged me with all these 
things; therefore, behold, I will requite 
your deeds upon your head, says the 
Lord God. 

“Have you not committed lewdness 
in addition to all your abominations? 
44 Behold, every one who uses proverbs 
will use this proverb about you, ‘Like 
mother, like daughter.* 45 You are the 
daughter of your mother, who loathed 
her husband and her children; and you 
are the sister of your sisters, who 
loathed their husbands and their chil¬ 
dren. Your mother was a Hittite and 
your father an Amorite. 46 And your 
elder sister is Samar'ia, who lived with 
her daughters to the north of you; and 
your younger sister, who lived to the 
south of you, is Sodom with her 
daughters. 47 Yet you were not content 
to walk in their ways, or do according to 
their abominations; within a very little 
time you were more corrupt than they 
in all your ways. 48 As I live, says the 
Lord God, your sister Sodom and her 
daughters have not done as you and 
your daughters have done. 49 Behold, 
this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: 
she and her daughters had pride, surfeit 
of food, and prosperous ease, but did 
not aid the poor and needy. 50 They 
were haughty, and did abominable 
things before me; therefore I removed 
them, when I saw it. 51 Samar'ia has not 
committed half your sins; you have 
committed more abominations than 
they, and have made your sisters appear 
righteous by all the abominations which 
you have committed. 52 Bear your dis¬ 
grace, you also, for you have made judg¬ 
ment favourable to your sisters; because 
of your sins in which you acted more 
abominably than they, they are more in 
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the right than you. So be ashamed, you a city of merchants. 5 Then he took of 
also, and bear your disgrace, for you the seed of the land and planted it in 
have made your sisters appear right- fertile soil; he placed it beside abundant 
eous. waters. He set it like a willow twig, 6 and 

53 “I will restore their fortunes, both it sprouted and became a low spreading 
the fortunes of Sodom and her daugh- vine, and its branches turned toward 
texs, and the fortunes of Samar'ia and him, and its roots remained where it 
her daughters, and I will restore your stood. So it became a vine, and brought 
own fortunes in the midst of them, forth branches and put forth foliage. 

54 that you may bear your disgrace and 7 “But there was another great eagle 
be ashamed of all that you have done, with great wings and much plumage; 
becoming a consolation to them. 55 As and behold, this vine bent its roots 
for your sisters, Sodom and her daugh- toward him, and shot forth its branches 
ters shall return to their former estate, toward him that he might water it. 
and Samar'ia and her daughters shall From the bed where it was planted 8 he 
return to their former estate; and you transplanted it A to good soil by abun- 
and your daughters shall return to your dant waters, that it might bring forth 
former estate. 56 Was not your sister branches, and bear fruit, and become a 
Sodom a byword in your mouth in the noble vine. 9 Say, Thus says the Lord 
day of your pride, 57 before your God: Will it thrive? Will he not pull 
wickedness was uncovered? Now you up its roots and cut off its branches,* so 
have become like her* an obiect of re- that all its fresh sprouting leaves 
proach for the daughters of Edom^ and wither? It will not take a strong arm or 
all her neighbours, and for the daughters many people to pull it from its roots, 
of the Philistines, those round about 10 Behold, when it is transplanted, will 
who despise you. 58 You bear the penal- it thrive? Will it not utterly wither when 
ty of your lewdness and your abomina- the east wind strikes it—wither away on 
tions, says the Lord. the bed where it grew?” 

59 “Yea, thus says the Lord God: I 11 Then the word of the Lord came 
will deal with you as you have done, to me: 12 “Say now to the rebellious 
who have despised the oath in breaking house. Do you not know what these 
the covenant, yet I will remember my things mean? Tell them. Behold, the 
covenant with you in the days of your king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and 
youth, and I will establish with you an took her king and her princes and 
everlasting covenant. Then you will brought them to him to Babylon. 13 And 
remember your ways, and be ashamed he took one of the seed royal and made a 
when Iff take your sisters, both your covenant with him, putting him under 
elder and your younger, and give them oath. (The chief men of the land he had 
to you as daughters, but not on account taken away, 14 that the kingdom might 
of the covenant with you. 62 I will be humble and not lift itself up, and 
establish my covenant with you, and that by keeping his covenant it might 
you shall know that I am the Lord, stand.) 15 But he rebelled against him by 
63 that you may remember and be con- sending ambassadors to Egypt, that 
founded, and never open your mouth they might give him horses and a large 
again because of your shame, when I army. Will he succeed? Can a man 
forgive you all that you have done, says escape who does such things? Can he 
the Lord God.” break the covenant and yet escape? 16 As 

“17 The word of the Lord came to I live, says the Lord God, surely in die 
X / me: 2 “Son of man, propound a place where the king dwells who made 
riddle, and speak an allegory to the him king, whose oath he despised, and 
house of Israel; 3 say. Thus says the whose covenant with him he broke, in 
Lord God: A great ea^le with great Babylon he shall die. 17 Pharaoh with 
wings and long pinions, rich in plumage his mighty army and great company will 
of many colours, came to Lebanon and not help him in war, when mounds are 
took the top of the cedar; 4 he broke off cast up and siege walls built to cut off 
the topmost of its young twigs and many lives. 18 Because he despised the 
carried it to a land of trade, and set it in oath and broke the covenant, because he 

• Cn: Hcb uncertain /Another reading is Aram ff Syr: Heb you 4 Cn: Heb it was transpla n t ed 
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Justice for the individual 
gave his hand and yet did all these 
things, he shall not escape. 19 Therefore 
thus says the Lord God: As 1 Uve, 
surely my oath which he despised, and 
my covenant which* he broke, I will 
requite upon his head. 20 I will spread 
my net over him, and he shall be taken 
in my snare, and I will bring him to 
Babylon and enter into judgment with 
him there for the treason he has com¬ 
mitted against me. 21 And all the pick^ 
of his troops shall fall by the sword, and 
the survivors shall be scattered to every 
wind; and you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken.” 

22 Thus says the Lord God: "I 
mvself will take a sprig from the lofty 
top of the cedar, and will set it out; I 
will break off from the topmost of its 
young twigs a tender one, and I myself 
will plant it upon a high and lofty 
mountain; 23 on the mountain height of 
Israel will I plant it, that it may bring 
forth boughs and bear fruit, and be¬ 
come a noble cedar; and under it will 
dwell all kinds of beasts ;* in the shade 
of its branches birds of every sort will 
nest. 24 And all the trees of the field shall 
know that I the Lord bring low the high 
tree, and make high the low tree, dry up 
the green tree, and make the dry tree 
flourish. I the Lord have spoken, and I 
will do it.” 

*| © The word of the Lord came to 
AO me again: 2 “What do you mean 
by repeating this proverb concerning 
the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, says 
the Lord God, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. 4 Behold, 
all souls are mine; the soul of the father 
as well as the soul of the son is mine: the 
soul that sins shall die. 

5 “If a man is righteous and does 
what is lawful and right— 6 if he does 
not eat upon the mountains or lift up 
his eyes to the idols of the house of 
Israel, does not defile his neighbour’s 
wife or approach a woman in her time 
of impurity, 7 does not oppress any 
one, but restores to the debtor his 
ledge, commits no robbery, gives his 
read to the hungry and covers the 
naked with a garment, 8 does not lend 
at interest or take any increase, with- 
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holds his hand from iniquity, executes 
true justice between man and man, 

9 walks in my statutes, and is careful to 
observe my ordinances*—he is right¬ 
eous, he shall surely live, says the Lord 
God. 

10 “If he begets a son who is a rob¬ 
ber, a shedder of blood , m 11 who does 
none of these duties, but eats upon the 
mountains, defiles his neighbour’s wife, 
12 oppresses the poor and needy, com¬ 
mits robbery, does not restore the 
pledge, lifts up his eyes to the idols, 
commits abomination, 13 lends at in¬ 
terest, and takes increase; shall he then 
live? He shall not live. He has done all 
these abominable things; he shall surely 
die; his blood shall be upon himself. 

14 “But if this man begets a son who 
sees all the sins which his father has 
done, and fears, and does not do like¬ 
wise, 15 who does not eat upon the 
mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols 
of the house of Israel, does not defile his 
neighbour’s wife, 16 does not wrong any 
one, exacts no pledge, commits no rob¬ 
bery, but gives his bread to the hungry 
and covers the naked with a gannent, 
17 withholds his hand from iniquity," 
takes no interest or increase, observes 
my ordinances, and walks in my 
statutes; he shall not die for his father’s 
iniquity; he shall surely live. 18 As for 
his father, because he practised extor¬ 
tion, robbed his brother, and did what 
is not good among his people, behold, 
he shall die for his iniquity. 

19 “Yet you say, ‘Why should not the 
son suffer for the iniquity of the father?’ 
When the son has done what is lawful 
and right, and has been careful to ob¬ 
serve all my statutes, he shall surely 
live. 20 The soul that sins shall die. The 
son shall not suffer for the iniquity of 
the father, nor the father suffer for the 
iniquity of the son; the righteousness of 
the righteous shall be upon himself, and 
the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon himself. 

21 “But if a wicked man turns away 
from all his sins which he has com¬ 
mitted and keeps all my statutes and 
does what is lawful and right, he shall 
surely live; he shall not die. & None of 
the transgressions which he has com¬ 
mitted shall be remembered against 
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him; for the righteousness which he has 
done he shall live. 23 Have I any 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, says 
the Lord God, and not rather that he 
should turn from his way and live? 
24 But when a righteous man turns away 
from his righteousness and commits 
iniquity and does the same abominable 
things that the wicked man does, shall 
he live? None of the righteous deeds 
which he has done shall be remem¬ 
bered ; for the treachery of which he is 
guilty and the sin he has committed, he 
shall die. 

25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the 
Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your 
ways that are not just? 2t> When a 
righteous man turns away from his 
righteousness and commits iniquity, he 
shall die for it; for the iniquity which he 
has committed he shall die. 27 Again, 
when a wicked man turns away from the 
wickedness he has committed and does 
what is lawful and right, he shall save 
his life. 28 Because he considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions 
which he had committed, he shall surely 
live, he shall not die . 29 Yet the house of 
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not 
just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not 
just? Is it not your ways that are not 
just? 

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O 
house of Israel, every one according to 
his ways, says the Lord God. Repent 
and turn from all your transgressions, 
lest iniquity be your ruin. 0 31 Cast away 
from you all the transgressions which 
you have committed against me, and 
get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of 
Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the 
death of any one, says the Lord God; 
so turn, and live.” 

1Q And you, take up a lamentation 
for the princes of Israel, 2 and 

say: 

What a lioness was your mother 
among lions! 

Sne couched in the midst of young 
lions, 

rearing her whelps. 

3 And she brought up one of her 
whelps; 

0 Or so that they shall not be a stumbling block of it 
4 Tg Compare Theododon: Heb knew his widows 
IS.23i Ezcfc 18.32; 33.11. 1841s Ezek 11.19; 36.26. 


he became a young 
and he learned to catch prey; 
he devoured men. 

4 The nations sounded an alarm against 

him; 

he was taken in their pit; 
and they brought him with hooks 
to the land of Egypt. 

5 When she saw that she was baffled,? 

that her hope was lost, 
she took another of her whelps 
and made him a young lion. 

6 He prowled among the lions; 

he became a young lion, 
and he learned to catch prey; 
he devoured men. 

7 And he ravaged their strongholds,? 

and laid waste their cities ; 
and the land was appalled and all 
who were in it 
at the sound of his roaring. 

8 Then the nations set against him 

$nares r on every side; 
they spread their net over him; 
he was taken in their pit. 

9 With hooks they put him In a cage, 

and brought him to the king of 
Babylon; 

they brought him into custody, 
that his voice should no more be 
heard 

upon the mountains of Israel. 

10 Your mother was like a vine in a 

vineyard® 

transplanted by the water, 
fruitful and full of branches 
by reason of abundant water,, 

11 Its strongest stem became 

a ruler’s sceptre; 
it towered aloft 

among the thick boughs; 
it was seen in its height 

with the mass of its branches. 

12 But the vine was plucked up in fury, 

cast down to the ground; 
the east wind dried it up; 

its fruit was stripped off, 
its strong stem was withered; 
the fire consumed it. 

13 Now it is transplanted in the wilder¬ 

ness, 

in a diy and thirsty land. 

1 4 And fire has gone out from its stem, 

has consumed its branches and 
fruit, 

to you p Heb had waited 

: Heb from the provinces • Cn: Heb in your blood 
1842s Ezek 18.23; 33.11. 
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so that there remains in it no strong 
stem, 

no sceptre for a ruler. 

This is a lamentation, and has be¬ 
come a lamentation. 

In the seventh year, in the fifth 
month, on the tenth day of the 
month, certain of the elders of Israel 
came to inquire of the Lord, and sat 
before me. 2 And the word of the Lord 
came to me: 3 “Son of man, speak to the 
elders of Israel, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God, Is it to inquire of 
me that you come? As I live, says the 
.Lord God, I will not be inquired of by 
you. 4 Will you judge them, son of man, 
will you judge them? Then let them 
know the abominations of their fathers, 
5 and say to them. Thus says the Lord 
God: On the day when I chose Israel, I 
swore to the seed of the house of Jacob, 
making myself known to them in the 
land of Egypt, I swore to them, saying, I 
am the Lord your God. 6 On that day 1 
swore to them that I would bring them 
out of the land of Egypt into a land that 
I had searched out for them, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, the most 
glorious of all lands. 7 And I said to 
them, Cast away the detestable things 
your eyes feast on, every one of you, and 
do not defile yourselves with the idols of 
Egypt; I am the Lord your God. 8 But 
they rebelled against me and would not 
listen to me; they did not every man 
cast away the detestable things their 
eyes feasted on, nor did they forsake the 
idols of Egypt. 

“Then I thought I would pour out 
my wrath upon them and spend my 
anger against them in the midst of the 
land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake 
of my name, that it should not be pro¬ 
faned in the sight of the nations among 
whom they dwelt, in whose sight I made 
myself known to them in bringing them 
out of the land of Egypt. 10 So I led 
them out of the land of Egypt and 
brought them into the wilderness. 11 I 
gave them my statutes and showed them 
my ordinances, by whose observance 
man shall live. 12 Moreover I gave them 
my sabbaths, as a sign between me and 
them, that they might know that I the 
Lord sanctify them. 13 But the house of 
Israel rebelled against me in the wilder¬ 
ness; they did not walk in my statutes 


but rejected my ordinances, by whose 
observance man shall live; and my 
sabbaths they greatly profaned. 

“Then I thought I would pour out 
my wrath upon them in the wilderness, 
to make a full end of them. 14 But I 
acted for the sake of my name, that it 
should not be profaned in the sight of 
the nations, in whose sight I had 
brought them out. 15 Moreover I swore 
to them in the wilderness that I would 
not bring them into the land which I 
had given them, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, the most glorious of 
all lands, 16 because they rejected my 
ordinances and did not walk in my 
statutes, and profaned my sabbaths; for 
their heart went after their idols. 
17 Nevertheless my eye spared them, 
and I did not destroy them or make a 
full end of them in the wilderness. 

18 “And I said to their children in the 
wilderness, Do not walk in the statutes 
of your fathers, nor observe their ordi¬ 
nances, nor defile yourselves with their 
idols. 19 I the Lord am your God; walk 
in my statutes, and be careful to observe 
my ordinances, 20 and hallow my sab¬ 
baths that they may be a sign between 
me and you, that you may know that I 
the Lord am your God. 21 But the chil¬ 
dren rebelled against me; they did not 
walk in my statutes, and were not care¬ 
ful to observe my ordinances, by whose 
observance man shall live; they pro¬ 
faned my sabbaths. 

“Then I thought I would pour out 
my wrath upon them and spend my 
anger against them in the wilderness. 
22 But I withheld my hand, and acted 
for the sake of my name, that it should 
not be profaned in the sight of the na¬ 
tions, in whose sight I had brought 
them out. 23 Moreover I swore to them 
in the wilderness that I would scatter 
them among the nations and disperse 
them through the countries, 24 because 
they had not executed my ordinances, 
but had rejected my statutes and pro¬ 
faned my sabbaths, and their eyes were 
set on their fathers* idols. 25 Moreover I 
gave them statutes that were not good 
and ordinances by which they could not 
have life; 26 and I defiled them through 
their very gifts in making them offer by 
fire all their first-born, that I might 
horrify them; I did it that they might 
know that I am the Lord. 

27 “Therefore, son of man, speak to 
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the house of Israel and say to them, name you shall no more profane with 
Thus says the Lord God: In this again your gifts and your idols, 
your fathers blasphemed me, by dealing 40 “For on my holy mountain, the 
treacherously with me. 28 For when I mountain height of Israel, says the 
had brought them into the land which I Lord God, there all the house of Israel, 
swore to give them, then wherever they all of them, shall serve me in the land; 
saw any high hill or any leafy tree, there there I will accept them, and there I will 
they offered their sacrifices and pre- require your contributions and the 
sented the provocation of their offering; choicest of your gifts, with all your 
there they sent up their soothing odours, sacred offerings. 41 As a pleasing odour I 
and there they poured out their drink will accept you, when I bring you out 
offerings. 29 (I said to them. What is the from the peoples, and gather you out of 
high place to which you go? So its name the countries where you have been 
is called Bamah* to this day.) 30 Where- scattered; and I will manifest my 
fore say to the house of Israel, Thus holiness among you in the sight of the 
says the Lord God: Will you defile nations. 42 And you shall know that I am 
yourselves after the manner of your the Lord, when I bring you into the 
fathers and go astray after their detest- land of Israel, the country which I 
able things? 31 When you offer your gifts swore to give to your fathers. 43 And 
and sacrifice your sons by fire, you de- there you shall remember your ways 
file yourselves with all your idols to this and all the doings with which you have 
day. And shall I be inquired of by you, polluted yourselves; and you shall 
O house of Israel? As I live, says the loathe yourselves for all the evils that 
Lord God, I will not be inquired of by you have committed. 44 And you shall 
you. know that I am the Lord, when I deal 

32 “What is in your mind shall never with you for my name’s sake, not ac- 

happen—the thought, ‘Let us be like cording to your evil ways, nor according 
the nations, like the tribes of the coun- to your corrupt doings, O house of 
tries, and worship wood and stone.’ Israel, says the Lord God.” 

33 “As I live, says the Lord God, 45 v And the word of the Lord came 
surely with a mighty hand and an out- to me: 46 “Son of man, set your face 
stretched arm, and with wrath poured toward the south, preach against the 
out, I will be king over you. 34 I will south, and prophesy against the forest 
bring you out from the peoples and land in the Negeb; 47 say to the forest of 
gather you out of the countries where the Negeb, Hear the word of the Lord : 
you are scattered, with a mighty hand Thus says the Lord God, Behold, I will 
and an outstretched arm, and with kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour 
wrath poured out; 35 and I will bring every green tree in you and every dry 
you into the wilderness of the peoples, tree; the blazing flame shall not be 
and there I will enter into judgment quenched, and all faces from south to 
with you face to face. 36 As I entered into north shall be scorched by it. 48 A11 
judgment with your fadiers in the wil- flesh shall see that I the Lord have 
derness of the land of Egypt, so I will kindled it; it shall not be quenched.” 
enter into judgment with you, says the 49 Then I said, “Ah Lord God! they 
Lord God. 37 I will make you pass un- are saying of me, ‘Is he not a maker of 
der the rod, and I will let you go in by allegories?’ ” 

number." 38 I will purge out the rebels f )'t w The word of the Lord came to 
from among you, and those who trans- irl me: 2 “Son of man, set your face 
gress against me; I will bring them out toward Jerusalem and preach against 
of the land where they sojourn, but they the sanctuaries; prophesy against the 
shall not enter the land of Israel. Then land of Israel 3 and say to the land of 
you will know that I am the Lord. Israel, Thus says the Lord: Behold, I 

39 “As for you, O house of Israel, am against you, and will draw forth my 
thus says the Lord God: Go serve every sword out of its sheath, and will cut off 
one of you his idols, now and hereafter, from you both righteous and wicked, 
if you will not listen to me; but my holy 4 Because I will cut off from you both 

* That is High Place u Gk: Hcb bring you into the bond of the covenant v Ch 21.1 in Hcb 
w Ch 21.6 in Hcb 

20.41t Eph 5.2; Phil 4.18. 20.43* Ezek 6.9; 36.31. 
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righteous and wicked, therefore my city; 20 mark a way for the sword to 
sword shall go out of its sheath against come to Rabbah of the Ammonites and 
all flesh from south to north; 5 and all to Judah and to 2 Jerusalem the fortified, 
flesh shall know that I the Lord have 21 For the king of Babylon stands at the 
drawn my sword out of its sheath; it parting of the way, at the head of the 
shall not be sheathed again. 6 Sigh two ways, to use divination; he shakes 
therefore, son of man; sigh with break- the arrows, he consults the teraphim, he 
ing heart and bitter grief before their looks at the liver. 22 Into his right hand 
eyes. 7 And when they say to you, ‘Why comes the lot for Jerusalem,® to open 
do you sigh?’ you shall say, ‘Because of the mouth with a cry, 6 to lift up the 
the tidings. When it comes, every heart voice with shouting, to set battering 
will melt and all hands will be feeble, rams against the gates, to cast up 
every spirit will faint and all knees will mounds, to build siege towers. 23 But to 
be weak as water. Behold, it comes and them it will seem like a false divination; 
it will be fulfilled/ ” says the Lord they have sworn solemn oaths; but he 
God. brings their guilt to remembrance, that 

8 And the word of the Lord came to they may be captured, 
me: 9 “Son of man, prophesy and say, 24 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
Thus says the Lord, Say: God: Because you have made your guilt 

A sword, a sword is sharpened to be remembered, in that your trans- 

and also polished, gressions are uncovered, so that in all 

JO sharpened for slaughter, your doings your sins appear—because 

polished to flash like lightning! you have come to remembrance, you 
Or do we make mirth? You have de- shall be taken in them.* 25And you, O 
spised the rod, my son, with every- unhallowed wicked one, prince of Is- 
thing of wood. 11 So the sword is given rael, whose day has come, the time of 
to be polished, that it may be handled; your final punishment, 26 thus says the 
it is sharpened and polished to be Lord God: Remove the turban, and 
given into the hand of the slayer. 12 Cry take off the crown; things shall not re- 
and wail, son of man, for it is against my main as they are; exalt that which is 
people; it is against all the princes of low, and abase that which is high. 27 A 
Israel; they are delivered over to the ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it; there 
sword with my people. Smite therefore shall not be even a trace d of it until he 
upon your thigh. 13 For it will not be a comes whose right it is; and to him I 
testing—what could it do if you despise will give it. 

the rod?” says the Lord God. 28 “And you, son of man, prophesy, 

14 “Prophesy therefore, son of man; and say. Thus says the Lord God con- 
clap your hands and let the sword come cerning the Ammonites, and concerning 
down twice, yea thrice, the sword for their reproach; say, A sword, a sword is 
those to be slain; it is the sword for the drawn for the slaughter, it is polished to 
great slaughter, which encompasses glitter* and to flash like lightning— 
them, 15 that their hearts may melt, and 29 while they see for you false visions, 
many fall at all their gates. I have given while they divine lies for you—to be 
the glittering sword; ah! it is made like laid on the necks of the unhallowed 
lightning, it is polished* for slaughter, wicked, whose day has come, the time 
16 Cut sharply to right*' and left where of their final punishment. 30 Return it to 
your edge is directed. 17 I also will clap its sheath. In the place where you were 
my hands, and I will satisfy my fury; I created, in the land of your origin, I will 
the Lord have spoken.” judge you. 31 And I will pour out my 

18 The word of the Lord came to me indignation upon you; I will blow upon 
again: 19 “Son of man, mark two ways you with the fire of my wrath; and I 
for the sword of the king of Babylon to will deliver you into the hands of brutal 
come; both of them shall come forth men, skilful to destroy. 32 You shall be 
from the same land. And make a sign- fuel for the fire; your blood shall be in 
post, make it at the head of the way to a the midst of the land; you shall be no 

* Tg: Heb wrapped up V Gk Syr Vg: Heb right, set 2 Gk Syr: Heb in 

® Web Jerusalem, to set battering rams 6 Gk: Heb with slaughter c Gk: Heb with the hand 

® Cn: Heb not even this e Cn: Heb to contain 

21.28-32t Jer 49.1-6; Ezek 25.1-7; Amos 1.13-15; Zcph 2.8-11. 
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more remembered; for I the Lord have the sight of the nations; and you shall 
spoken.” know that I am the Lord.” 

Moreover the word of the Lord 17 And the word of the Lord came 
came to me, saying, 2 “And you, to me: 18 “Son of man, the house of 
son of man, will you judge, will you Israel has become dross to me; all of 
judge the bloody city? Then declare to them, silver* and bronze and tin and 
her all her abominable deeds. 3 You iron and lead in the furnace, have be- 
shall say. Thus says the Lord God: A come dross. 19 Therefore thus says the 
city that sheds blood in the midst of her. Lord God: Because you have all be- 
that her time may come, and that makes come dross, therefore, behold, I will 
idols to defile herself! 4 You have be- gather you into the midst of Jerusalem, 
come guilty by the blood which you 20 As men gather silver and bronze and 
have shed, and defiled by the idols iron and lead and tin into a furnace, to 
which you have made; and you have blow the fire upon it in order to melt it; 
brought your day near, the appointed so I will gather you in my anger and in 
time/ of your years has come. Therefore my wrath, and I will put you in and 
I have made you a reproach to the na- melt you. 21 I will gather you and blow 
tions, and a mocking to all the countries, upon you with the fire of my wrath, and 
5 Those who are near and those who are you shall be melted in the midst of it. 
far from you will mock you, you in- ^As silver is melted in a furnace, so you 
famous one, full of tumult. ^ shall be melted in the midst of it; and 

6 “Behold, the princes of Israel in you shall know that 1 the Lord have 
you, every one according to his power, poured out my wrath upon you.” 
have been bent on shedding blood. 23 And the word of the Lord came 

7 Father and mother are treated with to me: 24 “Son of man, say to her, You 
contempt in you; the sojourner suffers are a land that is not cleansed, or rained 
extortion in your midst; the fatherless upon in the day of indignation. 25 Her 
and the widow are wronged in you. princes*' in the midst of her are like a 

8 You have despised my holy things, roaring lion tearing the prey; they have 

and profaned my sabbaths. 9 There are devoured human lives; they have taken 
men in you who slander to shed blood, treasure and precious things; they have 
and men in you who eat upon the moun- made many widows in the midst of her. 
tains; men commit lewdness in your Her priests have done violence to my 
midst. 10 In you men uncover their law and have profaned my holy things; 
fathers* nakedness; in you they humble they have made no distinction between 
women who are unclean in their im- the holy and the common, neither have 
purity. 11 One commits abomination they taught the difference between the 
with his neighbour’s wife; another unclean and the clean, and they have 
lewdly defiles his daughter-in-law; an- disregarded my sabbaths, so that I am 
other in you defiles his sister, his profaned among them. 27 Her princes in 
father’s daughter. 12 In you men take the midst of her are like wolves tearing 
bribes to shed blood; you take interest the prey, shedding blood, destroying 
and increase and make gain of your lives to get dishonest gain. 28 And her 
neighbours by extortion; and you have prophets have daubed for them with 
forgotten me, says the Lord God. whitewash, seeing false visions and 

13 “Behold, therefore, I strike my divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus 
hands together at the dishonest gain says the Lord God,’ when the Lord has 
which you have made, and at the blood not spoken. 29 The people of the land 
which has been in the midst of you. have practised extortion and com- 
14 Can your courage endure, or can your mitted robbery; they have oppressed 
hands be strong, in the days that I shall the poor and needy, and have extorted 
deal with you? I the Lord have spoken, from the sojourner without redress, 
and I will do it. 15 I will scatter you 30 And I sought for a man among them 
among the nations and disperse you who should build up the wall ana stand 
through the countries, and I will con- in the breach before me for the land, 
sume your filthiness out of you. 16 And that I should not destroy it; but I found 
I* shall be profaned through you in none. 31 Therefore I have poured out 

{Two Mss Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb until 9 Gk Syr Vg: Heb you 

* Transposed from the end of the verse. Compare verse 20 * Gk: Heb a conspiracy of her prophets 



Lewdness of two sisters 
my indignation upon them; I have con¬ 
sumed them with the fire of my wrath; 
their way have I requited upon their 
heads, says the Lord God.” 
ej The word of the Lord came to 
me: 2 “Son of man, there were 
two women, the daughters of one 
mother; 3 they played the harlot in 
Egypt; they played the harlot in their 
youth; there their breasts were pressed 
and their virgin bosoms handled. 

4 Oho'lah was the name of the elder and 
Ohol'ibah the name of her sister. They 
became mine, and they bore sons and 
daughters. As for their names, Oho'lah 
is Samar'ia, and Ohol'ibah is Jerusalem. 

5 “Oho'lah played the harlot while 
she was mine; and she doted on her 
lovers the Assyrians, 6 warriors clothed 
in purple, governors and commanders, 
all of them desirable young men, 
horsemen riding on horses. 7 She be¬ 
stowed her harlotries upon them, the 
choicest men of Assyria all of them ; and 
she defiled herself with all the idols of 
every one on whom she doted. s She 
did not give up her harlotry which she 
had practised since her days in Egypt; 
for in her youth men had lain with her 
and handled her virgin bosom and 
poured out their lust upon her. 9 There¬ 
fore 1 delivered her into the hands of 
her lovers, into the hands of the As¬ 
syrians, upon whom she doted. 10 These 
uncovered her nakedness; they seized 
her sons and her daughters; and her 
they slew with the sword; and she be¬ 
came a byword among women, when 
judgment had been executed upon her. 

11 “Her sister Ohol'ibah saw this, 
yet she was more corrupt than she in her 
doting and in her harlotry, which was 
worse than that of her sister. 12 She 
doted upon the Assyrians, governors 
and commanders, warriors clothed in 
full armour, horsemen riding on horses, 
all of them desirable young men. 13 And 
I saw that she was defiled; they both 
took the same way. 14 But she carried 
her harlotry further; she saw men por¬ 
trayed upon the wall, the images of the 
Chalde'ans portrayed in vermilion, 

15 girded with belts on their loins, with 
flowing turbans on their heads, all of 
them looking like officers, a picture of 
Babylonians whose native land was 
Chalde'a. 16 When she saw them she 

3 Two Mss: Hcb from Egypt * Cn: Hch for the sake of 
m Gk: The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown 
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doted upon them, and sent messengers 
to them in Chalde'a. 17 And the Baby¬ 
lonians came to her into the bed of love, 
and they defiled her with their lust; and 
after she was polluted by them, she 
turned from them in disgust. 18 When 
she carried on her harlotry so openly 
and flaunted her nakedness, I turned in 
disgust from her, as I had turned from 
her sister. 19 Yet she increased her 
harlotry, remembering the days of her 
youth, when she played the harlot in the 
land of Egypt 20 and doted upon her 
paramours there, whose members were 
like those of asses, and whose issue was 
like that of horses. 21 Thus you longed 
for the lewdness of your youth, when 
the Egyptians* handled your bosom 
and pressed* your young breasts.” 

22 Therefore, O Ohol'ibah, thus says 
the Lord God: “Behold, I will rouse 
against you your lovers from whom you 
turned in disgust, and 1 will bring them 
against you from every side: 23 the 
Babylonians and all the Chalde'ans, 
Pckod and Shu a and Ko'a, and all the 
Assyrians with them, desirable young 
men, governors and commanders all of 
them, officers and warriors,* all of them 
riding on horses. 24 And they shall come 
against you from the north 7 ” with 
chariots and wagons and a host of peo¬ 
ples; they shall set themselves against 
you on every side with buckler, shield, 
and helmet, and I will commit the judg¬ 
ment to them, and they shall judge you 
according to their judgments. 25 And 1 
will direct my indignation against you, 
that they may deal with you in fury. 
They shall cut oft' your nose and your 
ears, and your survivors shall fall by the 
sword. They shall seize your sons and 
your daughters, and your survivors 
shall be devoured by fire. 26 They shall 
also strip you of your clothes and take 
away your fine jewels. 27 Thus I will put 
an end to your lewdness and your har¬ 
lotry brought from the land of Egypt; 
so that you shall not lift up your eyes to 
the Egyptians or remember them any 
more. 28 For thus says the Lord God: 
Behold, I will deliver you into the hands 
of those whom you hate, into the hands 
of those from whom you turned in dis¬ 
gust; 29 and they shall deal with you in 
hatred, and take away all the fruit of 
your labour, and leave you naked and 

1 Compare verses 6 and 12: Heb called 
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bare, and the nakedness of your harlotry women, and beautiful crowns upon 
shall be uncovered. Your lewdness and their heads. 

your harlotry 30 have brought this upon 43 “Then I said. Do not men now 
you, because you played the harlot with commit adultery* 1 when they practise 
the nations, and polluted yourself with harlotry with her? 44 For they have gone 
their idols. 31 You have gone the way of in to her, as men go in to a harlot. Thus 
your sister; therefore I will give her cup they went in to Oho'1 ah and to Ohol'- 
mto your hand. 32 Thus says the Lord ibah to commit lewdness.« 45 But 
God: righteous men shall pass judgment on 

“You shall drink your sister’s cup them with the sentence of adulteresses, 
which is deep and large; and with the sentence of women that 

you shall be laughed at and held in shed blood; because they are adul- 
derision, teresses, and blood is upon their 

for it contains much; hands.” 

33 you will be filled with drunkenness 46 For thus says the Lord God: 

and sorrow. “Bring up a host against them, and 

A cup of horror and desolation, make them an object of terror and a 

is the cup of your sister Samar'ia; spoil. 47 And the host shall stone them 

34 you shall drink it and drain it out, and despatch them with their swords; 

and pluck out your hair/* they shall slay their sons and their 

and tear your breasts; daughters, and burn up their houses, 

for I have spoken, says the Lord God. 48 Thus will I put an end to lewdness in 

35 Therefore thus says the Lord God : the land, that all women may take 

Because you have forgotten me and warning and not commit lewdness as 
cast me behind your back, therefore you have done. 49 And your lewdness 
bear the consequences of your .lewdness shall be requited upon you, and you 
and harlotry.” shall bear the penalty for your sinful 

36 The Lord said to me: “Son of idolatry; and you shall know that I am 
man, will you judge Oho'lah and Ohol'- the Lord God.” 

ibah? Then declare to them their A * n the ninth year, in the tenth 

abominable deeds. 37 For they have *** month, on the tenth day of the 

committed adultery, and blood is upon month, the word of the Lord came to 

their hands; with their idols they have me: 2 “Son of man, write down the 

committed adultery; and they have even name of this day, this very day. The 

offered up to them for food the sons king of Babylon has laid siege to Jeru- 

whom they had borne to me. 38 More- salcm this very day. 3 And utter an 

over this they have done to me: they allegory to the rebellious house and say 

have defiled my sanctuary on the same to them, Thus says the Lord God : 

day and profaned my sabbaths. 39 For Set on the pot, set it on, 

when they had slaughtered their chil- pour in water also; 

dren in sacrifice to their idols, on the 4 put in it the pieces of flesh, 

same day they came into my sanctuary all the good pieces, the thigh and 

to profane it. And lo, this is what they the shoulder; 

did in my house. 40 They even sent for fill it with choice bones. 

men to come from far, to whom a 5 Take the choicest one of the flock, 

messenger was sent, and lo, they came. pile the logs r under it; 

For them you bathed yourself, painted boil its pieces/ 
your eyes, and decked yourself with seethe* also its bones in it. 

ornaments; 41 you sat upon a stately 6 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
couch, with a table spread before it on God: Woe to the bloody city, to the 
which you had placed my incense and pot whose rust is in it, and whose rust 
my oil. 42 The sound of a carefree mul- has not gone out of it! Take out of it 
titude was with her; and with men of piece after piece, without making any 
the common sort drunkards 0 were choice. 0 7 For the blood she has shed 
brought from the wilderness; and they is still in the midst of her; she put it on 
put bracelets upon the hands of the the bare rock, she did not pour it upon 

n Compare Syr: Hcb gnaw its sherd; 0 Hcb uncertain 39 Compan Gk: Heb obscure 
® Gk: Hcb a woman of lewdness T Compare verse 10: Hcb the bon s 4 Two Mss: Hcb its boilings 
1 Cn: Heb its seethe u Heb no lot has fallen upon it 
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the ground to cover it with dust. 8 To away in your iniquities and groan to one 
rouse my wrath, to take vengeance, 1 another. 24 Thus shall Ezekiel be to you 
have set on the bare rock the blood she a sign; according to all that he has done 
has shed, tliat it may not be covered, you shall do. When this comes, then 
^ Therefore thus says the Lord God: you will know that I am the Lord 
Woe to the bloody city! I also will make God/ 

the pile great. 1° Heap on the logs, 25 “And you, son of man, on the day 
kindle the fire, boil well the flesh, and when I take from them their stronghold, 
empty out the broth,® and let the bones their joy and glory, the delight of their 
be burned up. 11 Then set it empty upon eyes and their heart’s desire, and also 
the coals, that it may become hot, and their sons and daughters, 26 on that day 
its copper may burn, that its filthiness a fugitive will come to you to report to 
may be melted in it, its rust consumed, you the news. 27 On that day your 

12 In vain I have wearied myself;» its mouth will be opened to the fugitive, 
thick rust does not go out of it by fire, and you shall speak and be no longer 

13 Its rust is your filthy lewdness. Be- dumb. So you will be a sign to them; 

cause I would have cleansed you and and they will know that I am the Lord.” 
you were not cleansed from your filthi¬ 
ness, you shall not be cleansed any more UJ The word of the Lord came to 
till I have satisfied my fury upon you. me: 2 “Son of man, set your face 

14 I the Lord have spoken; it shall come toward the Ammonites, and prophesy 
to pass, I will do it; I will not go back, against them. 3 Say to the Ammonites, 
I will not spare, I will not repent; ac- Hear the word of the Lord God: Thus 
cording to your ways and your doings I says the Lord God, Because you said, 
will judge you, says the Lord God.” ‘Aha!* over my sanctuary when it was 

15 Also the word of the Lord came profaned, and over the land of Israel 
to me: 16 “Son of man, behold, I am when it was made desolate, and over the 
about to take the delight of your eyes house of Judah when it went into exile; 
away from you at a stroke; yet you shall 4 therefore I am handing you over to the 
not mourn or weep nor shall your tears people of the East for a possession, and 
run down. 17 Sigh, but not aloud; make they shall set their encampments among 
no mourning for the dead. Bind on your you and make their dwellings in your 
turban, and put your shoes on your midst; they shall eat your fruit, and they 
feet; do not cover your lips, nor eat the shall drink your milk. 5 I will make 
bread of mourners.”* 18 So I spoke to Rabbah a pasture for camels and the 
the people in the morning, and at cities of the Ammonites*' a fold for 
evening my wife died. And on the next flocks. Then you will know that I am 
morning I did as I was commanded. the Lord. 6 For thus says the Lord 

19 And the people said to me, “Will God: Because you have clapped your 
you not tell us what these things mean hands and stamped your feet and re¬ 
fer us, that you are acting thus?” joiced with all the malice within you 
20 Then I said to them, “The word of against the land of Israel, 7 therefore, 
the Lord came to me: 21 ‘Say to the behold, I have stretched out my hand 
house of Israel, Thus says the Lord against you, and will hand you over as 
God: Behold, I will profane my spoil to the nations; and I will cut you 
sanctuary, the pride of your power, the off from the peoples and will make you 
delight of your eyes, and the desire of perish out of the countries; I will 
your soul; and your sons and your destroy you. Then you will know that I 
daughters whom you left behind shall am the Lord. 

fall by the sword, 22 And you shall do as 8 “Thus says the Lord God: Because 
I have done; you shall not cover your Moab 2 said, Behold, the house of Judah 
lips, nor eat the bread of mourners.* is like all the other nations, 9 therefore I 
23 Your turbans shall be on your heads will lay open the flank of Moab from the 
and your shoes on your feet; you shall cities' 1 on its frontier, the glory of the 
not mourn or weep, but you shall pine country, Beth-jesh'imoth, Ba'al-me'on, 

® Compare Gk: Heb mix the spices w Cn: Heb uncertain * Vg Tg: Heb men 
y Cn: Heb lacks the cities of 2 Gk Old Latin: Heb Moab and Seir ° Heb cities from its dtm 
25.1-7} Jer 49.1-6; Ezek 21.28-32; Amos 1.13-15; Zeph 2.8-11. 

25.8-11! Is 15-16; 25.10-12; Jer 48; Amos 2.1-3; Zeph 2.8-11. 
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and Kiriatha'im. 10 1 will give it along the mainland shall be slain by the 
with the Ammonites to the people of sword. Then they will know that I am 


the East as a possession, that it fr may be 
remembered no more among the na¬ 
tions, 11 and I will execute lodgments 
upon Moab. Then they will know that I 
am the Lord. 

12 “Thus says the Lord God: Be¬ 
cause Edom acted revengefully against 
the house of Judah and has grievously 
offended in taking vengeance upon 
them, 13 therefore thus says the Lord 
God, I will stretch out my hand against 
Edom, and cut off from it man and 
beast; and I will make it desolate; from 
Teman even to Dedan they shall fall by 
the sword. 14 And I will lay my venge¬ 
ance upon Edom by the hand of my 
people Israel; and they shall do in 
Edom according to my anger and ac¬ 
cording to my wrath; and they shall 
know my vengeance, says the Lord 
God. 

15 “Thus says the L,ord God: Be¬ 
cause the Philistines acted revengefully 
and took vengeance with malice of heart 
to destroy in never-ending enmity; 
16 therefore thus says the Lord God, 
Behold, I will stretch out my hand 
against the Philistines, and I will cut off 
the Cher'ethites, and destroy the rest of 
the seacoast. 17 1 will execute great 
vengeance upon them with wrathful 
chastisements. Then they will know 
that I am the Lord, when I lay my 
vengeance upon them.” 

In the eleventh year, on the 
first day of the month, the word 
of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, 
because Tyre said concerning Jeru¬ 
salem, ‘Aha, the gate of the peoples is 
broken, it has swung open to me; I 
shall be replenished, now that she is 
laid waste,’ 3 therefore thus says the 
Lord God: Behold, I am against you, O 
Tyre, and will bring up many nations 
against you, as the sea brings up its 
waves. 4 They shall destroy the walls of 
Tyre, and break down her towers; and I 
will scrape her soil from her, and make 
her a bare rock. 5 She shall be in the 
midst of the sea a place for the spread¬ 
ing of nets; for I have spoken, says the 
Lord God ; and she shall become a spoil 
to the nations; 6 and her daughters on 


the Lord. 

7 “For thus says the Lord God : Be¬ 
hold, I will bring upon Tyre from the 
north Nebuchadrez'zar king of Baby¬ 
lon, king of kings, with horses and 
chariots, and with horsemen and a host 
of many soldiers. 8 Pie will slay with the 
sword your daughters on the mainland; 
he will set up a siege wall against you, 
and throw up a mound against you, and 
raise a roof of shields against you. 9 He 
will direct the shock of his battering 
rams against your walls, and with his 
axes he will break down your towers. 
10 His horses will be so many that their 
dust will cover you; your walls will 
shake at the noise of the horsemen and 
wagons and chariots, when he enters 
your gates as one enters a city which has 
been breached. With the hoofs of his 
horses he will trample all your streets; 
he will slay your people with the sword; 
and your mighty pillars will fall to the 
ground. 12 They will make a spoil of 
your riches and a prey of your merchan¬ 
dise; they will break down your walls 
and destroy your pleasant houses; your 
stones and timber and soil they will cast 
into the midst of the waters. 13 And I 
will stop the music of your songs, and 
the sound of your lyres shall be heard no 
more. 14 I will make you a bare rock; 
you shall be a place for the spreading of 
nets; you shall never be rebuilt; for I 
the Lord have spoken, says the Lord 
God. 

15 “Thus says the Lord God to 
Tyre: Will not the coastlands shake at 
the sound of your fall, when the 
wounded groan, when slaughter is made 
in the midst of you? 16 Then all the 
princes of the sea will step down from 
their thrones, and remove their robes, 
and strip oft their embroidered gar¬ 
ments ; they will clothe themselves with 
trembling; they will sit upon the ground 
and tremble every moment, and be ap¬ 
palled at you. 17 And they will raise a 
lamentation over you, and say to 
you, 

‘How you have vanished 6 from the 
seas, 

O city renowned. 


* Cn: Heb the Ammonites c Gk Old Latin Aquila: Heb vanished, O inhabited one t 
25.12-14: Is 34; 63.1-6; Jer 49.7-22; Ezek 35; Amos 1.11-12; Obad; Mai 1.2-5. 

25.15-17: Is 14.29-31; Jcr 47; Amos 1.6-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 

26.1-28.19: Is 23; Joel 3.4-8; Amos 1.9-10; Zech 93-4. 26.13: Rev 18.22. 26.16-17: Rev 18.9-10L 
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Ruin of Tyre foretold 
that was mighty on the sea, 
you and your inhabitants, 
who imposed your terror 
on all the mainland! 4 
* 8 Now the isles tremble 
on the day of your fall; 
yea, the isles that are in the sea 
are dismayed at your passing. 9 
19 “For thus says the Lord God. 
When I make you a city laid waste, like 
the cities that are not inhabited, when I 
bring up the deep over you, and the 
great waters cover you, 20 then I will 
thrust you down with those who 
descend into the Pit, to the people of 
old, and I will make you to dwell m the 
nether world, among primeval ruins, 
with those who go down to the Pit, so 
that you will not be inhabited or have a 
piace c in the land of the living. 21 I will 
bring you to a dreadful end, and you 
shall be no more; though you be sought 
for, you will never be lound again, says 
the Lord God.” 

.ytj The word of the Lord came to 
A / me: 2 “Now you, son of man, 
raise a lamentation over Tyre, 3 and say 
to Tyre, who dwells at the entrance to 
the sea, merchant of the peoples on 
many coastlands, thus says the Lord 
God: 

“O Tyre, you have said, 

'I am perfect in beauty.* 

4 Your borders are in the heart of the 


seas; 

your builders made perfect your 
beauty. 

5 They made all your planks 

of fir trees from Senir; 
they took a cedar from Lebanon 
to make a mast for you. 

6 Of oaks of Bashan 

they made your oars; 
they made your deck of pines 
from the coasts of Cyprus, 
inlaid with ivory. 

7 Of fine embroidered linen from 

Egypt 

was your sail, 
serving as your ensign; 
blue and purple from the coasts of 
Eli'shah 

was your awning. 

8 The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad 

were your rowers; 
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skilled men of Zeme t* were in you. 



men were in you, 
caulking your seams; 

all the ships of the sea with their 
mariners were in you, 
to barter for your wares. 

10 “Persia and Lud and Put were 
in your army as your men of war; they 
hung the shield and helmet in you; 
they gave you splendour. 11 The men of 
Arvad and Helech* were upon your 
walls round about, and men of Ga- 
mad were in your towers; they 
hung their shields upon your walls 
round about; they made perfect your 
beauty. 

12 “Tarshish trafficked with you be¬ 
cause of your great wealth of every 
kind; silver, iron, tin, and lead they ex¬ 
changed for your wares. 13 Javan, 
Tubal, and Meshech traded with you; 
they exchanged the persons of men and 
vessels of bronze for your merchandise. 

14 Beth-togar'mah exchanged for your 
wares horses, war horses, and mules, 

15 The men of Rhodes* traded with 
you; many coastlands were your own 
special markets, they brought you in 
payment ivory tusks and ebony. 

16 Edom* trafficked with you because of 
your abundant goods; they exchanged 
for your wares emeralds, purple, em¬ 
broidered work, fine linen, coral, and 
agate, n Judah and the land of Israel 
traded with you; they exchanged for 
your merchandise wheat, olives and 
early figs,-* honey, oil, and balm. 
38 Damascus trafficked with you for 
your abundant goods, because of your 

E eat wealth of every kind; wine of 
elbon, and white wool, iy and wine* 
from Uzal they exchanged for your 
wares; wrought iron, cassia, and cal¬ 
amus were bartered for your merchan¬ 
dise. 20 Dedan traded with you in 
saddlecloths for riding. 21 Arabia and 
all the princes of Kedar were your 
favoured dealers in lambs, rams, and 
goats; in these they trafficked with you. 
“ 2 The traders of Sheba and Ra'amah 
traded with you; they exchanged for 
your wares the best of all kinds of 
spices, and all precious stones, and gold. 


4 Cn: Hcb her inhabitants e Gk: Heb I wilt give beauty 

J Compare Gen 10.18: Hcb your skilled men , O Tyre * Or and your army * Gk: Heb Dedan 
* Another reading is Aram * Cn: Heb wheat of mitmith and pannag * Gk: Heb Vedan and lax 
27.13: Rev 18.13. 
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23 Haran, Canneh, Eden/ Asshur, and 
Chilmad traded with you. 24 These 
traded with you in choice garments, in 
clothes of blue and embroidered work, 
and in carpets of coloured stuff, bound 
with cords and made secure; in these 
they traded with you. m 25 The ships of 
Tarshish travelled for you with your 
merchandise.” 

“So you were filled and heavily laden 
in the heart of the seas. 

26 Your rowers have brought you out 

into the high seas. 

The east wind has wrecked you 
in the heart of the seas. 

27 Your riches, your wares, your mer¬ 

chandise, 

your mariners and your pilots, 
your caulkers, your dealers in mer¬ 
chandise, 

and all your men of war who are in 
you, 

with all your company 
that is in your midst, 
sink into the heart of the seas 
on the day of your ruin. 

28 At the sound of the cry of your pilots 

the countryside shakes, 

29 and down from their ships 

come all that handle the oar. 

The mariners and all the pilots of the 
sea 

stand on the shore 
80 and wail aloud over you, 
and cry bitterly. 

They cast dust on their heads 
and wallow in ashes; 

31 they make themselves bald for you, 

and gird themselves with sack¬ 
cloth, 

and they weep over you in bitterness 
of soul, 

with bitter mourning. 

32 In their wailing they raise a lamen¬ 

tation for you, 
and lament over you: 

*Who was ever destroyed 0 like Tyre 
in the midst of the sea? 

33 When your wares came from the seas, 

you satisfied many peoples; 
with your abundant wealth and 
merchandise 

you enriched the kings of the earth. 

34 Now you are wrecked by the seas, 

in the depths of the waters; 


your merchandise and all your crew 
have sunk with you. 

35 All the inhabitants of the coastlands 

are appalled at you; 
and their kings are horribly afraid, 
their faces are convulsed. 

36 The merchants among the peoples 

hiss at you; 

you have come to a dreadful end 
and shall be no more for ever/ ” 
The word of the Lord came to 
me: 2 “Son of man, say to the 
prince of Tyre, Thus says the Lord 
God: 

“Because your heart is proud, 
and you have said, T am a god, 

I sit in the seat of the gods, 
in the heart of the seas/ 
yet you are but a man, and no god, 
though you consider yourself as 
wise as a god— 

3 you are indeed wiser than Daniel; 

no secret is hidden from you; 

4 by your wisdom and your under¬ 

standing 

you have gotten wealth for your¬ 
self, 

and have gathered gold and silver into 
your treasuries; 

5 by your great wisdom in trade 

you have increased your wealth, 
and your heart has become proud 
in your wealth— 

6 therefore thus says the Lord God: 
“Because you consider yourself 

as wise as a god, 

7 therefore, behold, I will bring stran¬ 

gers upon you, 

the most terrible of the nations; 
and they shall draw their swords 
against the beauty of your wis¬ 
dom 

and defile your splendour. 

8 They shall thrust you down into the 

Pit, 

and you shall die the death of the 
slain 

in the heart of the seas. 

9 Will you still say, T am a god/ 

in the presence of those who slay 
, you, 

though you are but a man, and no 
god, 

in the hands of those who wound 
you? 


*C? : }} th f d * n ,\ he Raders of Sheba m Cn: Heb in your market " Cn: Heb your travellers your merchandise 
° Tg Vg: Heb like silence 
27.27-36: Rev 18.9-19. 

28.2: Dan 11.36; 2 Thess 2.4; Rev 13.5. 
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10 You shall die the death of the uncir- 
cumcised. 

by the hand of foreigners; 
for I have spoken, says the Lord 
God.” 

11 Moreover the word of the Lord 
came to me: 12 “Son of man, raise a 
lamentation over the king of Tyre, and 
say to him. Thus says the Lord God: 
“You were the signet of perfection ,p 
full of wisdom 
and perfect in beauty. 

13 You were in Eden, the garden of 

God; 

every precious stone was your 
covering, 

cameiian, topaz, and iasper, 
chrysolite, beryl, and onyx, 
sapphire, « carbuncle, and emerald; 
and wrought in gold were your 
settings 

and your engravings/'' 

On the day that you were created 
they were prepared. 

14 With an anointed guardian cherub 

I placed you 

you were on the holy mountain of 
God; 

in the midst of the stones of fire you 
walked. 

15 You were blameless in your ways 

from the day you were created, 
till iniquity was found in you. 
in the abundance of your trade 
you were filled with violence* 
and you sinned; 

«o I cast you as a profane thing from 
the mountain of God, 
and the guardian cherub drove you 
out 

from the midst of the stones of 
fire. 

n Your heart was proud because of 
your beauty; 

you corrupted your wisdom for 
the sake of your splendour. 

I cast you to the ground; 

I exposed you before kings* 
to feast their eyes on you. 

38 By the multitude of your iniqui¬ 
ties, 

in the unrighteousness of your 
trade 

you profaned your sanctuaries; 
so I brought forth fire from the midst 
of you; 

it consumed you. 
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and I turned you to ashes upon the 
earth 

in the sight of all who saw you. 

19 All who know you among the peoples 
are appalled at you; 

you have come to a dreadful end 
and shall be no more for ever.” 

20 The word of the Lord came to 
me: 21 “Son of man, set your face to¬ 
ward Sidon, and prophesy against her 

22 and say. Thus says the Lord God % 

“Behold, I am against you, O Sidon, 

and I will manifest my glory in the 
midst of you. 

And they shall know that I am the 
Lord 

when I execute judgments in her, 
and manifest my holiness in her; 

23 for I will send pestilence into her, 

and blood into her streets; 

and the slain shall fall in the midst 
of her, 

by the sword that is against her on 
every side. 

Then they will know that I am the 
Lord. 

24 “And for the house of Israel there 
shall be no more a brier to prick or a 
thorn to hurt them among all their 
neighbours who have treated them with 
contempt. Then they will know that I 
am the Lord God. 

25 “Thus says the Lord God: When 
I gather the house of Israel from the 
peoples among whom they are scattered, 
and manifest my holiness in them in the 
sight of the nations, then they shall dwell 
in their own land which I gave to my 
servant Jacob. 26 And they shall dwell 
securely in it, and they shall build houses 
and plant vineyards. They shall dwell 
securely, when I execute judgments 
upon all their neighbours who have 
treated them with contempt. Then they 
will know that I am the Lord their God.” 

In the tenth year, in the tenth 
month, on the twelfth day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came to 
me: 2 “Son of man, set your face 
against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and 
prophesy against him and against all 
Egypt; 3 speak, and say. Thus says the 
Lord God: 

“Behold, I am against you. 

Pharaoh king of Egypt, 

the great dragon that lies 
in the midst of his streams* 


P Htb obscure q Or lapis lazuli r Heb uncertain * Heb uncertain 
28.20-261 Joel 3.4-8; Zech 9.2. 29-32: la 19; Jer 46; Zech 14.18-19. 
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that says, ‘My Nile is my own; 

I made it .’ 1 

4 I will put hooks in your jaws, 

and make the fish of your streams 
stick to your scales; 
and I will draw you up out of the 
midst of your streams, 
with all the fish of your streams 
which stick to your scales. 

3 And I will cast you forth into the 
wilderness, 

you and all the fish of your streams; 
you shall fall upon the open field, 
and not be gathered and buried. 

To the beasts of the earth and to the 
birds of the air 
I have given you as food. 

6 “Then all the inhabitants of Egypt 
shall know that I am the Lord. Because 
ou" have been a staff of reed to the 
ouse of Israel; 7 when they grasped 
you with the hand, you broke, and tore 
all their shoulders; and when they 
leaned upon you, you broke, and made 
all their loins to shake ; v 8 therefore 
thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will 
bring a sword upon you, and will cut 
off from you man and beast; 9 and the 
land of Egypt shall be a desolation and 
a waste. Then they will know that I am 
the Lord. 

“Because you 10 said, ‘The Nile is 
mine, and I made it,* 10 therefore, be¬ 
hold, I am against you, and against your 
streams, and I will make the land of 
Egypt an utter waste and desolation, 
from Migdol to Syene, as far as the 
border of Ethiopia. 11 No foot of man 
shall pass through it, and no foot of 
beast shall pass through it; it shall be 
uninhabited forty years. 17 And I will 
make the land of Egypt a desolation in 
the midst of desolated countries; and 
her cities shall be a desolation forty 
ears among cities that are laid waste, 
will scatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and disperse them among the 
countries. 

13 “For thus says the Lord God: At 
the end of forty years I will gather the 
Egyptians from the peoples among 
whom they were scattered; 14 and I will 
restore the fortunes of Egypt, and bring 
them back to the land of Pathros, the 
land of their origin; and there they shall 
be a lowly kingdom. 15 It shall be the 
most lowly of the kingdoms, and never 

* Syr Compare Gk: Heb I have made myself v Gk Syr 
w Gk Syr Vg: Heb h* * Ox multitude * Gk Compare 


again exalt itself above the nations; and 
I will make them so small that they will 
never again rule over the nations. l0 And 
it shall never again be the reliance of the 
house of Israel, recalling their iniquity, 
when they turn to them for aid. Then 
they will know that I am the Lord 
God.” , . t 

17 In the twenty-seventh year, m the 
first month, on the first day of the 
month, the word of the Lord came to 
me: 18 “Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon made his army labour 
hard against Tyre; every head was made 
bald and every shoulder was rubbed 
bare; yet neither he nor his army got. 
anything from Tyre to pay for the labour 
that he had performed against it. 
19 Therefore thus says the Lord God: 
Behold, I will give the land of Egypt to 
Ncbuchadrez'zar king of Babylon; and 
he shall carry off its wealth* and despoil 
it and plunder it; and it shall be the 
wages for his army. 20 I have given him 
the land of Egypt as his recompense for 
which he laboured, because they worked 
for me, says the Lord God. 

21 “On that day I will cause a horn 
to spring forth to the house of Israel, 
and I will open your lips among them. 
Then they will know that I am the 
Lord.” 

OA The word of the Lord came to 
me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy, 
and say, Thus says the Lord God: 
“Wail, ‘Alas for the day I* 

3 For the day is near, 

the day of the Lord is near; 
it will be a day of clouds, 

a time of doom for the nations, 

4 A sword shall come upon Egypt, 

and anguish shall be in Ethiopia, 
when the slain fall in Egypt, 
and her wealth is carried away, 
and her foundations are torn 
down. 

5 Ethiopia, and Put, and Lud, and all 
Arabia, and Libya ,v and the people of 
the land that is in league, shall fall with 
them by the sword. 

6 “Thus says the Lord: 

Those who support Egypt shall 
fall, 

and her proud might shall come 

down; 

from Migdol to Syene 

Vg: Heb they v Syr: Heb stand 
Syr Vg: HebCu* 
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they shall fall within her by the and its walls broken down/ 

sword, 17 The young men of On and of Pibe'- 

says the Lord God. seth shall fall by the sword; 

7 And she* shall be desolated in the and the women shall go into cap- 

midst of desolated countries tivity. 

and her cities shall be in the midst 18 At Tehaph'nehes the day shall be dark, 
of cities that are laid waste. when 1 break there the dominion 

8 Then they will know that I am the of Egypt, 

Lord, and her proud might shall come to 

when 1 have set fire to Egypt, an end ; 

and all her helpers are broken. she shall be covered by a cloud, 

9 “On that day swift" messengers and her daughters shall go into 

shall go forth from me to terrify the captivity. 

unsuspecting Ethiopians; and anguish 19 Thus 1 will execute acts of judgment 
shall come upon them on the day of upon Egypt. 

Egypt’s doom; for, lo, it comes! Then they will know that I am 

the Lord.” 

10 “Thus says the Lord God: 20 In the eleventh year, in the first 

1 will put an end to the wealth* of month, on the seventh day of the 

Egypt, month, the word of the Lord came to 

by the hand of Nebuchadrezzar me: 21 “Son of man, I have broken the 
king of Babylon. arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt ; and lo, 

11 He and his people with him, the it has not been bound up, to heal it by 

most terrible of the nations, binding it with a bandage, so that it 
shall be brought in to destroy the may become strong to wield the sword, 
land; 22 Therefore thus says the Lord God: 

and they shall draw their swords Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of 
against Egypt, Egypt, and will break his arms, both 

and fill the land with the slain. the strong arm and the one that was 

12 ,Vnd I will dry up the Nile, broken; and I will make the sword fall 

and will sell the land into the hand from his hand. 23 I will scatter the 
of evil men; Egyptians among the nations, and dis- 

I will bring desolation upon the land perse them throughout the lands. 24 And 
and everything in it, I will strengthen the arms of the king of 

by the hand of foreigners; Babylon, and put my sword in his hand; 

I, the Lord, have spoken. but I will break the arms of Pharaoh, 

and he will groan before him like a man 
13 “Thus says the Lord God: mortally wounded. 25 I will strengthen 

1 will destroy the idols, the arms of the king of Babylon, but the 

and put an end to the images, in arms of Pharaoh shall fall; and they 
Memphis; shall know that I am the Lord. When 

there shall no longer be a prince in I put my sword into the hand of the 
the land of Egypt; king of Babylon, he shall stretch it out 

so I will put fear in the land of against the land of Egypt; 26 and I will 
Egypt. scatter the Egyptians among the nations 

24 I will make Pathros a desolation, and disperse them throughout the 

and will set fire to Zo'an, countries. Then they will know that I 

and will execute acts of judgment am the Lord.” 
upon Thebes. 51 In the eleventh year, in the third 

15 And I will pour my wrath upon ^1 month, on the first day of the 

Pelusium, month, the word of the Lord came to 

the stronghold of Egypt, me: 2 “Son of man, say to Pharaoh 

and cut off the multitude of king of Egypt and to his multitude: 
Thebes. “Whom are you like in your great- 

I6 And I will set fire to Egypt; ness? 

Pelusium shall be in great agony; 3 Behold, I will liken you to d a cedar 

Thebes shall be breached, in Lebanon, 

* Gk: Hcb they a Gk Syr: Heb in ships b Or multitude e Cn: Heb and Memphis, distresses by day 

* Cn: Hcb Behold, Assyria 
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with fair branches and forest shade, that no trees that drink water may reach 
and of great height, up to them in height; for they are all 

its top among the clouds.* given over to death, to the nether world 

4 The waters nourished it, among mortal men, with those who go 

the deep made it grow tall, down to the Pit. 

making its rivers flow/ 15 “Thus says the Lord God: When 

round the place of its planting. It goes down to Sheol I will make the 
sending forth its streams deep mourn for 4 it, and restrain its 

to all the trees of the forest. rivers, and many waters shall be 

5 So it towered high stopped; I will clothe Lebanon in 

above all the trees of the forest; gloom for it, and all the trees of the 
its boughs grew large field shall faint because of it. 16 1 will 

and its branches long, make the nations quake at the sound of 

from abundant water in its shoots, its fall, when I cast it down to Sheol 
® All the birds of the air with those who go down to the Pit; and 

made their nests in its boughs ; all the trees of Eden, the choice and besr 
under its branches all the beasts of of Lebanon, all that drink water, will 
the field be comf orted in the nether world, 

brought forth their young; 17 They also shall go down to Sheol 

and under its shadow with it, to those who are slain by the 

dwelt all great nations. sword; yea, those who dwelt under its 

7 It was beautiful in its greatness, shadow among the nations shall perish/ 

in the length of its branches; 1S Whom are you thus like in glory and 

for its roots went down in greatness among the trees of Eden? 

to abundant waters. You shall be brought down with the 

8 The cedars in the garden of God trees of Eden to the nether world ; you 

could not rival it, shall lie among the uncircumcised, with 

nor the fir trees equal its boughs; those who are slain by the sword, 
the plane trees were as nothing “This is Pharaoh and all his multi- 

compared with its branches; tude, says the Lord God.” 

no tree in the garden of God In the twelfth year, in the 

was like it in beauty. twelfth month, on the first day 

9 1 made it beautiful of the month, the word of the Lord 

in the mass of its branches, . came to me: 2 “Son of man, raise a 
and all the trees of Eden envied it, lamentation over Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
that were in the garden of God. and say to him: 

10 “Therefore thus says the Lord “You consider yourself a lion among 
God: Because it? towered high and set the nations, 

its top among the clouds, 71 and its heart but you are like a dragon in the 
was proud of its height, 11 1 will give it seas; 

into the hand of a mighty one of the you burst forth in your rivers, 
nations; he shall surely deal with it as trouble the waters with your feet, 
its wickedness deserves. I have cast it and foul their rivers, 
out. 12 Foreigners, the most terrible of 3 Thus says the Lord God: 
the nations, will cut it down and leave I will throw my net over you 

it. On the mountains and in all the with a host of many peoples; 

valleys its branches will fall, and its and I* will haul you up in my 
boughs will lie broken in all the water- dragnet, 

courses of the land; and all the peoples 4 And I will cast you on the ground, 
of the earth will go from its shadow and on the open field I will fling you, 
leave it. 13 Upon its ruin will dwell all and will cause all the birds of the air 
the birds of the air, and upon its to settle on you, 

branches will be all the beasts of the and I will gorge the beasts of the 
field. 14 A11 this is in order that no trees whole earth with you. 

by the waters may grow to lofty height 5 I will strew your flesh upon the 
or set their tops among the clouds,* and mountains, 

* Gk: Heb thick bought f Gk: Heb going 9 Syr Vg: Heb you h Gk: Heb thick bought 

* Gk: Heb mourn for , 1 have covered * Compare Heb obsc ire * Gk Vg: Heb these 
31.6i Ezek 17.23; Dan 4.12-21; Mt 13.32; Mk 4.32; Lk 13.19. 31.8: (Gk): Rev 2.7. 
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and fill the valleys with your car- her multitude, shall they chant it, says 
cass.* the Lord God.” 

will drench the land even to the 17 In the twelfth year, in the first 
mountains month/ 1 on the fifteenth day of the 

with your flowing blood; month, the word of the Lord came to 

and the watercourses will be full me: 18 “Son of man, wail over the mul- 
of you. titude of Egypt, and send them down, 

7 When I blot you out, I will cover her and the daughters of majestic na- 
the heavens, tions, to the nether world, to those who 

and make their stars dark; have gone down to the Pit: 

I will cover the sun with a cloud, 19 ‘Whom do you surpass in beauty? 

and the moon shall not give its Go down, and be laid with the 
light. uncircumcised.’ 

3 A11 the bright lights of heaven 20 They shall fall amid those who are 

will I make dark over you, slain by the sword, 0 and with her shall 

and put darkness upon your land, lie all her multitudes.* 7 21 The mighty 
says the Lord God. chiefs shall speak of them, with their 
9 “I will trouble the hearts of many helpers, out of the midst of Sheol: 
peoples, when I carry you captive 771 'They have come down, they lie still, 
among the nations, into the countries the uncircumcised, slain by the sword.’ 
which you have not known. 10 I will 22 “Assyria is there, and all her com- 
make many peoples appalled at you, pany, their graves round about her, all 
and their kings shall shudder because of them slain, fallen by the sword; 
of you, when I brandish my sword be- 23 whose graves are set in the uttermost 
fore them; they shall tremble every parts of the Pit, and her company is 
moment, every one for his own life, on round about her grave; all of them 
the day of your downfall. 11 For thus slain, fallen by the sword, who spread 
says the Lord God : The sword of the terror in the land of the living, 
king of Babylon shall come upon you. 24 “Elam is there, and all her mul- 

12 I will cause your multitude to fall by titude about her grave; all of them slain, 

the swords of mighty ones, all of them fallen by the sword, who went down 
most terrible among the nations. uncircumcised into the nether world, 

“Tncy shall bring to naught the who spread terror in the land of the 
pride of Egypt, living, and they bear their shame with 

and all its multitude shall perish, those who go down to the Pit. 28 They 

13 I will destroy all its beasts have made her a bed among the siain 

from beside many waters; with all her multitude, their graves 

and no foot of man shall trouble round about her, ail of them uncircum- 
tbem any more, cised, slain by the sword; for terror of 

nor shall the hoofs of beasts them was spread in the land of the 
trouble them. living, and they bear their shame with 

14 Then I will make their waters those who go down to the Pit; they are 

clear, placed among the slain, 

and cause their rivers to run like 26 “Meshech and Tubal are there, 
oil, says the Lord God. and all their multitude, their graves 

15 When I make the land of Egypt round about them, all of them uncir- 

desolate cumcised, slain by the sword; for they 

and when the land is stripped of spread terror in the land of the living, 
ail that fills it, 27 And they do not lie with the fallen 

when I smite all who dwell in it, mighty men of old# who went down to 
then they will know that I am the Sheol with their weapons of war, whose 
LORD. swords were laid under their heads, and 

16 This is a lamentation which shall be whose shields 7 " are upon their bones; 
chanted; the daughters of the nations for the terror of the mighty men was in 
shall chant it; over Egypt, and over all the land of the living 28 So you shall be 

* Symmachus Syr Vg: Hcb your height m Gk: Hcb bring your destruction 

71 C>k: Hcb lacks in the first month ° Gk Syr: Hcb sword, the sword is delivered 

v _ : Heb they have drawn her away and ail her multitudes # Gk Old Latin; Hcb of the uncircumcised 

* Cn: Hcb iniquities 
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broken and lie among the uncircum- 
cised, with those who are slain by the 
sword. 

29 “Edom is there, her kings and all 
her princes, who for all their might are 
laid with those who are slain by the 
sword; they lie with the uncircum¬ 
cised, with those who go down to the 
Pit. 

30 “The princes of the north are 
there, all of them, and all the Sido'- 
nians, who have gone down in shame 
with the slain, for all the terror which 
they caused by their might; they lie 
tincircumcised with those who are 
slain by the sword, and bear their 
shame with those who go down to die 
Pit. 

31 “When Pharaoh sees them, he 
will comfort himself for all his multi¬ 
tude, Pharaoh and all his army, slain by 
the sword, says the Lord God. 32 For 
he 9 spread terror in the land of the 
living; therefore he shall be laid among 
the uncircumcised, with those who are 
slain by the sword. Pharaoh and all his 
multitude, says the Lord God.” 

The word of the Lord came to 
me: 2 “Son of man, speak to your 
people and say to them. If I bring the 
sword upon a land, and the people of 
the land take a man from among them, 
and make him their watchman; 3 and if 
he sees the sword coming upon the land 
and blows the trumpet and warns the 
people; 4 then if any one who hears 
the sound of the trumpet does not take 
warning, and the sword comes and 
takes him away, his blood shall be upon 
his own head. 5 He heard the sound of 
the trumpet, arid did not take warning; 
his blood shall be upon himself. But if 
he had taken warning:, he would have 
saved his life. 6 But if the watchman 
sees the sword coming and does not 
blow the trumpet, so that the people are 
not warned, and the sword comes, and 
takes any one of them; that man is taken 
away in his iniquity, but his blood I will 
require at the watchman’s hand. 

7 “So you, son of man, I have made a 
watchman for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning 
from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, O 
wicked man, you shall surely die, and 
you do not speak to warn the wicked to 
* Cn: Heb I * Heb by it 
33.1-ft Ezek 3.16-21. 33.Hi Ezek 18.23, 32. 


turn from his way, that wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I 
will require at your hand. 9 But if you 
warn the wicked to turn from his way, 
and he does not turn from his way; he 
shall die in his iniquity, but you will 
have saved your life. 

10 “And you, son of man, say to the 
house of Israel, Thus have you said: 
‘Our transgressions and our sins arc 
upon us, and we waste away because 
of them; how then can we live?’ 11 Say 
to them. As I live, says the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live; turn back, turn back 
from your evil ways; for why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 12 And you, son 
of man, say to your people. The right¬ 
eousness of the righteous shall not de¬ 
liver him when he transgresses; and as 
for the wickedness of the wicked, he 
shall not fall by it when he turns from 
his wickedness; and the righteous shall 
not be able to live by his righteousness c 
when he sins. 13 Though I say to the 
righteous that he shall surely live, yet if 
he trusts in his righteousness and com¬ 
mits iniquity, none of his righteous 
deeds shall be remembered; but in the 
iniquity that he has committed he shall 
die. 14 Again, though I say to the wicked, 
‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns 
from his sin and does what is lawful and 
right, is if the wicked restores the 
pledge, gives back what he has taken by 
robbery, and walks in the statutes of 
life, committing no iniquity;, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die. 16 None of 
the sins that he has committed shall be 
remembered against him; he has done 
what is lawful and right, he shall surely 
live. 

17 “Yet your people say, ‘The way of 
the Lord is not just*; when it is their 
own way that is not just. 18 When the 
righteous turns from his righteousness, 
and commits iniquity, he shall die for it. 
19 And when the wicked turns from his 
wickedness, and does what is lawful and 
right, he shall live by it. 20 Yet you say, 
‘The way of the Lord is not just.* O 
house of Israel, I will judge each of you 
according to his ways.’* 

21 In the twelfth year of our exile, in 
the tenth month, on the fifth day of the 
month, a man who had escaped from 



Reproof of the shepherds 
Jerusalem came to me and said, “The 
city has fallen.” 22 Now the hand of the 
Lord had been upon me the evening 
before the fugitive came; and he had 
opened my mouth by the time the man 
came to me in the morning; so my 
mouth was opened, and I was no longer 
dumb. 

23 The word of the Lord came to 
me: 24 “Son of man, the inhabitants of 
these waste places in the land of Israel 
keep saying, ‘Abraham was only one 
man, yet he got possession of the land; 
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The word of the Lord came to 
me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel, proph¬ 
esy, and say to them, even to the 
shepherds. Thus says the Lord God: 
Ho, shepherds of Israel who have been 
feeding yourselves I Should not shep¬ 
herds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, 
you clothe yourselves with the wool, 
you slaughter the fatlings; but you do 
not feed the sheep. ■♦The weak you 
have not strengthened, the sick you 
have not healed, the crippled you have 
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but we are many; the land is surely not bound up, the strayed you have not 


given us to possess/ 25 Therefore say to 
them. Thus says the Lord God: You 
eat flesh with the blood, and lift up your 
eyes to your idols, and shed blood; shall 
you then possess the land? 26 You resort 
to the sword, you commit abominations 
and each of you defiles his neighbour’s 
wife; shall you then possess the land? 
27 Say this to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: As I live, surely those who are in 
the waste places shall fall by the sword; 
and him that is in the open field I will 
give to the beasts to be devoured; and 
those who are in strongholds and in 
caves shall die by pestilence. 28 And I 
will make the land a desolation and a 
wasteland her proud might shall come 
to an end; and the mountains of Israel 
shall be so desolate that none will pass 
through. 29 Then they will know that I 
am the Lord, when I have made the 
land a desolation and a waste because of 
all their abominations which they have 
committed. 

30 “As for you, son of man, your 
people who talk together about you by 
the walls and at the doors of the 
houses, say to one another, each to his 
brother, ‘Come, and hear what the 
word is that comes forth from the 
Lord/ 31 And they come to you as peo¬ 
ple come, and they sit before you as my 
people, and they hear what you say but 
they will not do it; for with their lips 
they show much love, but their heart is 
set on their gain. 32 And, lo, you are to 
them like one who sings love songs M 
with a beautiful voice and plays well on 
an instrument, for they hear what you 
say, but they will not do it. 33 When 
this comes—and come it will!—then 
they will know that a prophet has been 
among them.” 


brought back, the lost you have not 
sought, and with force and harshness 
you have ruled them, s So they were 
scattered, because there was no shep¬ 
herd ; and they became food for all the 
wild beasts. 6 My sheep were scattered, 
they wandered over all the mountains 
and on every high hill; my sheep were 
scattered over all the face of the earth, 
with none to search or seek for them. 

7 “Therefore, you shepherds, hear 
the word of the Lord: 8 As I live, says 
the Lord God, because my sheep have 
become a prey, and my sheep have be¬ 
come food for all the wild beasts, since 
there was no shepherd; and because my 
shepherds have not searched for my 
sheep, but the shepherds have fed 
themselves, and have not fed my sheep; 
9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the 
word of the Lord: 10 Thus says the 
Lord God, Behold, I am against the 
shepherds; and I will require my sheep 
at their hand, and put a stop to their 
feeding the sheep; no longer shall the 
shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue 
my sheep from their mouths, that they 
may not be food for them. 

11 “For thus says the Lord God: 
Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep, and will seek them out. i 2 As 


u Cn: Heb like a love song 
34.5: Mt 9.36; Mk 6.34. 
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shepherd seeks out his flock when some 
of his sheep v have been scattered 
abroad, so will I seek out my sheep; 
and I will rescue them from all places 
where they have been scattered on a 
day of clouds and thick darkness, 13 And 
I will bring them out from the peoples, 
and gather them from the countries, and 
will bring them into their own land; and 
I will feed them on the mountains of 
Israel, by the fountains, and in all the 
inhabited places of the country. 14 I will 

Cn: Heb when he is among his sheep 
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feed them with good pasture, and upon 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be 
their pasture; there they shall lie down 
in good grazing land, and on fat pasture 
they shall feed on the mountains of 
Israel. 15 1 myself will be the shepherd 
of my sheep, and I will make them lie 
down, says the Lord God. 16 1 will seek 
the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the crippled, 
and I will strengthen the weak, and the 
fat and the strong I will watch over; w 
I will feed them in justice. 

17 “As for you, my flock, thus says 
the Lord God: Behold, I judge between 
sheep and sheep, rams and he-goats- 
18 Is it not enough for you to feed on the 
good pasture, that you must tread down 
with your feet the rest of your pasture; 
and to drink of clear water, that you 
must foul the rest with your feet? 513 And 
must my sheep eat what you have trod¬ 
den with your feet, and drink what you 
have fouled with your feet? 

20 “Therefore, thus says the Lord 
God to them: Behold, I, I myself will 
judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. 21 Because you push with 
side and shoulder, and thrust at all the 
weak with your horns, till you have 
scattered them abroad, 22 I will save 
my flock, they shall no longer be a prey; 
and I will judge between sheep and 
sheep. 23 And I will set up over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, and he 
shall feed them: he shall feed them and 
be their shepherd. 24 And I, the Lord, 
will be their God, and my servant 
David shall be prince among them; I, 
the Lord, have spoken. 

25 “I will make with them a covenant 
of peace and banish wild beasts from 
the land, so that they may dwell securely 
in the wilderness and sleep in the 
woods. 26 And I will make them and the 
places round about my hill a blessing; 
and I will send down the showers in 
their season; they shall be showers of 
blessing. 27 And the trees of the field 
shall yield their fruit, and the earth 
shall yield its increase, and they shall 
be secure in their land; and they shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I break 
the bars of their yoke, and deliver them 
from the hand of those who enslaved 
them. 28 They shall no more be a prey 


God's care for his flock 
to the nations, nor shall the beasts of the 
land devour them; they shall dwell se¬ 
curely, and none shall make them 
afraid. 2 - Q And I will provide for them 
prosperous* plantations so that they 
shall no more be consumed with hunger 
in the land, and no longer suffer the re¬ 
proach of the nations. ^°And they shall 
know that I, the Lord their God, am 
with them, and that they, the house of 
Israel, are my people, says the Lord 
God. 31 And you are my sheep, the 
sheep of my pastured and I am your 
God, says the Lord God.” 

The word of the Lord came 
to me: 2 “Son of man., set your 
face against Mount Se’ir, and prophesy 
against it, 3 and say to it. Thus says the 
Lord God: Behold, I am against you. 
Mount Se'iv, and I will stretch out my 
hand against you, and I will make you a 
desolation and a waste. *■ I will lay your 
cities waste, and you shall become a 
desolation; and you shall know that I 
am the L ord. 5 Because you cherished 
perpetual enmity, and gave over the 
people of Israel to the power of the 
sword at the time of their calamity, at 
the time of their final punishment; 
6 therefore, as I live, says the Lord 
God, I will prepare you for blood, and 
blood shall pursue you; because you are 
guilty of blood, 2 therefore blood shall 
pursue you. 7 I will make Mount Se'ir a 
waste and a desolation; and I will cut 
off from it all who come and go. 8 And 

I will fill your mountains with the slain; 
on your hills and in your valleys and in 
all your ravines those slain with the 
sword shall fall. 9 I will make you a per¬ 
petual desolation, and your cities shall 
not be inhabited. Then you will know 
that I am the Lord. 

10 “Because you said, ‘These two 
nations and these two countries shall 
be mine, and we will take possession of 
them,’—although the Lord was there— 

II therefore, as I live, says the Lord 
God, I will deal with you according to 
the anger and envy which you showed 
because of your hatred against them; 
and I will make myself known among 
you,® when I judge you. 12 And you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have heard 
all the revilings which you uttered 
against the mountains of Israel, saying. 
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‘They are laid desolate, they are given 
us to devour.’ 13 And you magnified 
yourselves against me with your mouth, 
and multiplied your words against me; X 
heard it. 14 Thus says the Lord God: 
For the rejoicing of the whole earth X 
will make you desolate. 15 As you re¬ 
joiced over the inheritance of the house 
of Israel, because it was desolate, so I 
will deal with you; you shall be desolate. 
Mount Se'ir, and all Edom, all of it. 
Then they will know that I am the 
Lord. 

“And you, son of man, proph- 
'J'vP esy to the mountains of Israel, 
and say, O mountains of Israel, hear the 
word of the Lord. 2 Thus says the 
Lord God: Because the enemy said of 
you, ‘Aha!* and, ‘The ancient heights 
have become our possession,’ 3 there¬ 
fore prophesy, and S ay, Thus says the 
Lord God: Because, yea, because they 
made you desolate, and crushed you 
from all sides, so that you became the 
possession of the rest of the nations, and 
you became the talk and evil gossip of 
the people; 4 therefore, O mountains of 
Israel, hear the word of the Lord God: 
Thus says the Lord God to the moun¬ 
tains and the hills, the ravines and the 
valleys, the desolate wastes and the 
deserted cities, which have become a 
prey and derision to the rest of the 
nations round about; 5 therefore thus 
says the Lord God: I speak in my hot 
jealousy against the rest of the nations, 
and against all Edom, who gave my 
land to themselves as a possession with 
wholehearted joy and utter contempt, 
that they might possess & it and plunder 
it. 6 Therefore prophesy concerning the 
land of Israel, and say to the mountains 
and hills, to the ravines and valleys. 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I 
speak in my jealous wrath, because you 
have suffered the reproach of the na¬ 
tions; 7 therefore thus says the Lord 
God: I swear that the nations that are 
round about you shall themselves suffer 
reproach. 

8 “But you, O mountains of Israel, 
shall shoot forth your branches, ana 
yield your fruit to my people Israel; 
for they will soon come home. 9 For, 
behold, I am for you, and I will turn to 
you, and you shall be tilled and sown; 

and I will multiply men upon you, the 
whole house of Israel, all of it; the cities 

* One Ms: Heb drive out 


shall be inhabited and the waste places 
rebuilt; 11 and 1 will multiply upon you 
man and beast; and they shall mcrease 
and be fruitful; and I will cause you to 
be inhabited as in your former times, 
and will do more good to you than ever 
before. Then you will know that I am 
the Lord. 12 Yea, I will let men walk 
upon you, even my people Israel; and 
they shall possess you, and you shall be 
their inheritance, and you shall no 
longer bereave them of children. 13 Thus 
says the Lord God: Because men say to 
you, ‘You devour men, and you bereave 
your nation of children,’ 14 therefore 
you shall no longer devour men and no 
longer bereave your nation of children, 
says the Lord God; 15 and I will not let 
you hear any more the reproach of the 
nations, and you shall no longer bear the 
disgrace of the peoples and no longer 
cause your nation to stumble, says the 
Lord God.” 

16 The word of the Lord came to 
me: 17 “Son of man, when the house of 
Israel dwelt in their own land, they de¬ 
filed it by their ways and their doings; 
their conduct before me was like the 
uncleanness of a woman in her im¬ 
purity. 18 So I poured out my wrath 
upon them for the blood which they had 
shed in the land, for the idols with 
which they had defiled it. 19 I scattered 
them among the nations, and they were 
dispersed through the countries; in ac¬ 
cordance with their conduct and their 
deeds I judged them. 20 But when they 
came to the nations, wherever they 
came, they profaned my holy name, in 
that men said of them, ‘These are the 
people of the Lord, and yet they had to 
go out of his land.’ 21 But I had concern 
for my holy name, which the house of 
Israel caused to be profaned among the 
nations to which they came. 

22 “Therefore say to the house of 
Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is 
not for your sake, O house of Israel, that 
I am about to act, but for the sake of my 
holy name, which you have profaned 
among the nations to which you came. 
23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my 
great name, which has been profaned 
among the nations, and which you have 
profaned among them; and the nations 
will know that I am the Lord, says the 
Lord God, when through you I vindi¬ 
cate my holiness before their eyes. 
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24 For I will take you from the nations, 
and gather you from all the countries, 
and bring you into your own land. 25 1 
will sprinkle dean water upon you, and 
you shall be dean from all your un¬ 
cleannesses, and from all your idols I 
will deanse you. 26 A new heart I will 
give you, and a new spirit I will put 
within you; and I will take out of your 
flesh the heart of stone and give you a 
heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes and be careful to observe my 
ordinances. 28 You shall dwell in the 
land which I gave to your fathers: and 
you shall be my people, and I will be 
your God. 29 And I will deliver you from 
all your uncleannesses; and I will sum¬ 
mon the grain and make it abundant and 
lay no famine upon you. 3° I will make 
the fruit of the tree and the increase of 
the field abundant, that you may never 
again suffer the disgrace of famine 
among the nations. 31 Then you will 
remember your evil wajrs, and your 
deeds that were not good; and you will 
loathe yourselves for your iniquities and 
your abominable deeds. 32 it i s not for 
your sake that I will act, says the Lord 
God; let that be known to you. Be 
ashamed and confounded for your ways, 

O house of Israel. 

33 ‘‘Thus says the Lord God: On the 
day that I deanse you from all your 
iniquities, I will cause the dties to be 
inhabited, and the waste places shall be 
rebuilt. M And the land that was desolate 
shall be tilled, instead of being the 
desolation that it was in the sight of all 


who passed by. 35 And they will say, 
‘This land that was desolate has become 
like the garden of Eden; and the waste 
and desolate and ruined cities are now 
inhabited and fortified.’ 36 Then the 
nations that are left round about you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have re¬ 
built the ruined places, and replanted 
that which was desolate; I, the Lord, 
have spoken, and I will do it. 

37 “Thus says the Lord God: This 
also I will let the house of Israel ask 
me to do for them: to increase their 
men like a flock. 38 Like the flock for 
sacrifices, 0 like the flock at Jerusalem 
during her appointed feasts, so shall the 
waste cities be filled with flocks of men. 
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Valley of dry bones 

Then they will know that I am the 
Lord.” 

The hand of the Lord was upon 
/ me, and he brought me out by 
the Spirit of the Lord, and set me down 
in the midst of the valley ; d it was full of 
bones. 2 And he led me round among 
them; and behold, there were very 
many upon the valley ; d and lo, they 
were very dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son 
of man, can these bones live?” And I 
answered, “O Lord God, thou know- 
est.” 4 Again he said to me, “Prophesy 
to these bones, and say to them, O dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
5 Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: Behold, I will cause breath® to 
enter you, and you shall live. ^And I 
will lay sinews upon you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath® in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that 1 
am the Lord.” 

7 So I prophesied as I was com¬ 
manded ; and as I prophesied, there was 
a noise, and behold, a rattling; and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. 
8 And as I looked, there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9 Then he said 
to me, “Prophesy to the breath, proph¬ 
esy, son of man, and say to the breath/ 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from 
the four winds, O breath/ and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” 
10 So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood upon their feet, an 
exceedingly great host. 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, 
these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
clean cut off.* ^Therefore prophesy, 
and say to them. Thus says the Lord 
God: Behold, I will open your graves, 
and raise you from your graves, O my 
people; and I will bring you home 
into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14 And I will put 
my Spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you in your own land; 
then you shall know that I, the Lord, 


3&31: Ezek 6.9; 20.43. 
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have spoken, and I have done it, says 
the Lord.” 

15 The word of the Lord came to me: 

“Son of man, take a stick and write 
on it, ‘For Judah, and the children of 
Israel associated with him’; then take 
another stick and write upon it, ‘For 
Joseph (the stick of E'phraim) and all 
the house of Israel associated with 
him’; 17 and join them together into one 
stick, that they may become one in your 
hand. 18 And when your people say to 
you, ‘Will you not show us what you 
mean by these?’ say to them. Thus 
says the Lord God: Behold, I am about 
to take the stick of Joseph (which is in 
the hand of E'phraim) and the tribes of 
Israel associated with him; and I will 
join^ with it the stick of Judah, and 
make them one stick, that they may be 
one in my hand. 20 When the sticks on 
which you write are in your hand before 
their eyes, 21 then say to them. Thus 
says the Lord God: Behold, I will take 
the people of Israel from the nations 
among which they have gone, and will 
gather them from all sides, and bring 
them to their own land; 22 and I will 
make them one nation in the land, upon 
the mountains of Israel; and one king 
shall be king over them all; and they 
shall be no longer two nations, and no 
longer divided into two kingdoms. 
23 They shall not defile themselves any 
more with their idols and their detest¬ 
able things, or with any of their trans¬ 
gressions; but I will save them from all 
the backslidings in which they have 
sinned, and will cleanse them; and they 
shall be my people, and I will be their 
God. 

24 “My servant David shall be king 
over them; and they shall all have 
one shepherd. They shall follow my 
ordinances and be careful to observe my 
statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land 
where your fathers dwelt that I gave to 
my servant Jacob; they and their chil¬ 
dren and their children’s children shall 
dwell there for ever; and David my 
servant shall be their prince for ever. 
26 I will make a covenant of peace with 
them; it shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them; and I will bless* them and 
multiply them, and will set my sanc¬ 
tuary in the midst of them for ever¬ 


more. 27 My dwelling place shall be with 
them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 28 Then the nations 
will know that I the Lord sanctify Is¬ 
rael, when my sanctuary is in the midst 
of them for evermore.” 

'IQ The word of the Lord came 
J*© to me: 2 “Son of man, set your 
face toward Gog, of the land of Magog, 
the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, 
and prophesy against him 3 and say, 
Thus says the Lord God : Behold, I am 
against you, O Gog, chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal; 4 and I will turn 
you about, and put hooks into your 
jaws, and I will bring you forth, and all 
your army, horses and horsemen, all of 
them clothed in full armour, a great 
company, all of them with buckler and 
shield, wielding swords ; 5 Persia, Gush, 
and Put are with them, all of them with 
shield and helmet; Gomer and all his 
hordes; Beth-togar'mah from the utter¬ 
most parts of the north with all his 
hordes—many peoples are with you. 

7 “Be ready and keep ready, you and 
all the hosts that are assembled about 
you, and be a guard for them. 8 After 
many days you will be mustered; in the 
latter years you will go against the land 
that is restored from war, the land 
where people were gathered from many 
nations upon the mountains of Israel, 
which had been a continual waste; its 
people were brought out from the na¬ 
tions and now dwell securely, all of 
them. 9 You will _ advance, coming on 
like a storm, you will be like a cloud 
covering the land, you and all your 
hordes, and many peoples with you. 

10 “Thus says the Lord God: On 
that day thoughts will come into your 
mind, and you will devise an evil 
scheme 11 and say, ‘I will go up against 
the land of unwalled villages; I will fall 
upon the quiet people who dwell se¬ 
curely, all of them dwelling without 
walls, and having no bars or gates’; 
12 to seize spoil and carry off plunder; to 
assail the waste places which are now 
inhabited, and the people who were 
gathered from the nations, who have 
gotten cattle and goods, who dwell at 
the centre of the earth. 13 Sheba and 
Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish 
and all its villages will say to you, ‘Have 
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you come to seize spoil? Have you as¬ 


sembled your hosts to carry off plunder, 
to carry away silver and gold, to take 
away cattle and goods, to seize great 
spoil?’ 

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, 
and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord 
God: On that day when my people 
Israel are dwelling securely, you will be¬ 
stir yourself 1 15 and come from your 
place out of the uttermost parts of the 
north, you and many peoples with you, 
all of them riding on horses, a great 
host, a mighty army; 16 you will come 
up against my people Israel, like a cloud 
covering the land. In the latter days I 
will bring you against my land, that the 
nations may know me, when through 
you, O Gog, I vindicate my holiness be¬ 
fore their eyes. 

17 “Thus says the Lord God: Are 
you he of whom I spoke in former days 
by my servants the prophets of Israel, 
who in those days prophesied for years 
that I would bring you against them? 
18 But on that day, when. Gog shall come 
against the land of Israel, says the Lord 
God, my wrath will be roused. 19 For in 
my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I 
declare. On that day there shall be a 
great shaking in the land of Israel; 
20 the fish of the sea, and the birds of 
the air, and the beasts of the field, and 
all creeping things that creep on the 
ground, and all the men that are upon 
the face of the earth, shall quake at my 
presence, and the mountains shall be 
thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, 
and every wall shall tumble to the 
ground. 211 will summon every kind of 
terror- 1 against Gog,’ c says the Lord 
God; every man’s sword will be against 
his brother. 22 With pestilence and 
bloodshed I will enter into judgment 
with him; and I will rain upon him and 
his hordes and the many peoples that 
are with him, torrential rains and hail¬ 
stones, fire and brimstone. 23 So I will 
show my greatness and my holiness and 
make myself known in the eyes of many 
nations. Then they will know that I am 
the Lord. 

7Q “And you, son of man, prophesy 
0*7 against Gog, and say. Thus says 
the Lord God: Behold, I am against 
you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech 


Prophecy against Gog 
and Tubal; 2 and I will turn you about 
and drive you forward, and bring you 
up from the uttermost parts of the 
north, and lead you against the moun¬ 
tains of Israel; 3 then I will strike your 
bow from your left hand, and will make 
your arrows drop out of your right 
hand. 4 You shall fall upon the moun¬ 
tains of Israel, you and all your hordes 
and the peoples that are with you; I will 
give you to birds of prey of every sort 
and to the wild beasts to be devoured. 
5 You shall fall in the open field; for I 
have spoken, says the Lord God. $ I will 
send fire on Magog and on those who 
dwell securely in the coastlands; and 
they shall know that I am the Lord. 

7 “And my holy name I will make 
known in the midst of my people Israel; 
and I will not let my holy name be pro¬ 
faned any more; and the nations shall 
know that I am the Lord, the Holy One 
in Israel. 8 Behold, it is coming and it 
will be brought about, says the Lord 
God. That is the day of which I have 
spoken. 

9 “Then those who dwell in the cities 
of Israel will go forth and make fires of 
the weapons and bum them, shields and 
bucklers, bows and arrows, handpikes 
and spears, and they will make fires of 
them for seven years; 10 so that they 
will not need to take wood out of the 
field or cut down any out of the forests, 
for they will make their fires of the 
weapons; they will despoil those who 
despoiled them, and plunder those who 
plundered them, says the Lord God. 

11 “On that day I will give to Gog 
a place for burial in Israel, the Valley of 
the Travellers 1 east of the sea; it will 
block the travellers, for there Gog and 
all his multitude will be buried; it will 
be called the Valley of Hamon-gog . m 
12 For seven months the house of Israel 
will be burying them, in order to 
cleanse the land. 13 A11 the people of the 
land will bury them; and it will re¬ 
dound to their honour on the day that I 
show my glory, says the Lord God. 
14 They will set apart men to pass 
through the land continually and bury® 
those remaining upon the face of the 
land, so as to cleanse it; at the end of 
seven months they will make their 
search. 15 And when these pass through 

* Heb him 1 Or Abarim 
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the land and any one sees a man’s bone, 
then he shall set up a sign by it, till the 
buriers have buried it in the Valley of 
Hamon-gog. 16 (A city Hamo'nah" is 
there also.) Thus shall they cleanse the 
land. 

17 “As for you, son of man, thus says 
the Lord God: Speak to the birds of 
every sort and to all beasts of the field, 
‘Assemble and come, gather from all 
sides to the sacrificial feast which I 
am preparing for you, a great sacrificial 
feast upon the mountains of Israel, and 
you shall eat flesh and drink blood. 
18 You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, 
and drink the blood of the princes of die 
earth—of rams, of lambs, and of goats, 
of bulls, all of them failings of Bashan. 
i^And you shall eat fat till you are filled, 
and drink blood till you are drunk, at 
the sacrificial feast which I am pre¬ 
paring for you. 20 And you shall be filled 
at my table with horses and riders, with 
mighty men and all kinds of warriors/ 
says the Lord God. 

21 “And I will set my glory among 
the nations; and all the nations shall see 
my judgment which I have executed, 
and mv hand which I have laid on 
them. 22 The house of Israel shall know 
that I am the Lord their God, from 
that day forward. 23 And the nations 
shall know that the house of Israel went 
into captivity for their iniquity, because 
they dealt so treacherously with me that 
I hid my face from them and gave them 
into the hand of their adversaries, and 
they all fell by the sword. 74 I dealt with 
them according to their uncleanness and 
their transgressions, and hid my face 
from them. 

25 “Therefore thus says the Lord 
God: Now I will restore the fortunes of 
Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole 
house of Israel; and I will be jealous for 
my holy name . 26 They shall forget their 
shame, and all the treachery they have 
practised against me, when they dwell 
securely in their land with none to make 
them afraid, 27 when I have brought 
them back from the peoples and 
gathered them from their enemies* 
lands, and through them have vin¬ 
dicated my holiness in the sight of many 
nations. 28 Then they shall know that I 
am the Lord their God because I sent 
them into exile among the nations, and 


then gathered them into their own land. 

I will leave none of them remaining 
among the nations any more; 29 and I 
will not hide my face any more from 
them, when I pour out my Spirit upon 
the house of Israel, says the Lord God.** 

In the twenty-fifth year of our 
exile, at the beginning of the year, 
on the tenth day of the month, in the 
fourteenth year after the city was con¬ 
quered, on that very day, the hand of 
the Lord was upon me, 2 and brought 
me in the visions of God into the land 
of Israel, and set me down upon a very 
high mountain, on which was a struc¬ 
ture like a city opposite me.r 3 When he 
brought me there, behold, there was a 
man, whose appearance was like bronze, 
with a line of flax and a measuring reed 
in his hand; and he was standing in the 
gateway. 4 And the man said to me, 
“Son of man, look with your eyes, and 
hear with your ears, and set your mind 
upon all that I shall show you, for you 
were brought here in order that I 
might show it to you; declare all that 
you see to the house of Israel.** 

5 And behold, there was a wall all 
around the outside of the temple area, 
and the length of the measuring reed in 
the man’s hand was six long cubits, each 
being a cubit and a handbreadth in 
length; so he measured the thickness of 
the wall, one reed; and the height, one 
reed. 6 Then he went into the gateway 
facing east, going up its steps, and 
measured the threshold of the gate, one 
reed deep;« 7 and the side rooms, one 
reed long, and one reed broad; and the 
space between the side rooms, five 
cubits; and the threshold of the gate by 
the vestibule of the gate at the inner 
end, one reed. 8 Then he measured the 
vestibule of the gateway, eight cubits; 
9 and its jambs, two cubits; and the 
vestibule of the gate was at the inner 
end. l0 And there were three side rooms 
on either side of the east gate; the three 
were of the same size; and the jambs on 
either side were of the same size. 

II Then he measured the breadth of the 
opening of the gateway, ten cubits; and 
the breadth of the gateway, thirteen 
cubits. 12 There was a barrier before the 
side rooms, one cubit on either side; and 
the side rooms were six cubits on either 
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side. 13 Then he measured the gate from 
the back r of the one side room to the 
back r of the other, a breadth of five and 
twenty cubits, from door to door. 14 He 
measured also the vestibule, twenty 
cubits ; and round about the vestibule of 
the gateway was the court. 815 From die 
front of the gate at the entrance to the 
end of the inner vestibule of the gate 
was fifty cubits. 16 And the gateway had 
windows round about, narrowing in¬ 
wards into their jambs in the side 
rooms, and likewise the vestibule had 
windows round about inside, and on the 
jambs were palm trees. 

17 Then he brought me into the 
outer court; and behold, there were 
chambers and a pavement, round about 
the court; thirty chambers fronted on 
the pavement. 18 And die pavement ran 
along the side of the gates, correspond¬ 
ing to the length of the gates; this was 
the lower pavement. 19 Then he meas¬ 
ured the distance from the inner front 
of £ the lower gate to the outer front of 
the inner court, a hundred cubits. 

Then he went before me to the north, 
20 and behold, there was a gate’ J which 
faced toward the north, belonging to the 
outer court. He measured its length and 
its breadth. 21 Its side rooms, three on 
either side, and its jambs and it3 
vestibule were of the same size as those 
of the first gate; its length was fifty 
cubits, and its breadth twenty-five 
cubits. 22And its windows, its vestibule, 
and its palm trees were of the same size 
as those of the gate which faced toward 
the east; and seven steps led up to it; 
and its vestibule was on the inside. 
23 And opposite the gare on the north, as 
on the east, was a gate to the inner 
court; and he measured from gate to 
gate, a hundred cubits. 

24 And he led me toward the south, 
and behold, there was a gate on the 
south; and he measured its jambs and 
its vestibule; they had the same size as 
the others. "And there were windows 
round about in it and in its vestibule, 
like the windows of the others; its 
length was fifty cubits, and its breadth 
twenty-five cubits. 26 And there were 
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seven steps leading up to it, and its 
vestibule was on the inside; and it had 
palm trees on its jambs, one on either 
side. 27 And there was a gate on the south 
of the inner court; and he measured 
from gate to gate toward the south, a 
hundred cubits. 

28 Then he brought me to the inner 
court by the south gate, and he meas¬ 
ured the south gate; it was of the same 
size as the others. 29 Its side rooms, its 
jambs, and its vestibule were of the 
same size as the others ; and there were 
windows round about: in it and in its 
vestibule; its length was fifty cubits, and 
its breadth twenty-five cubits. 30 And 
there were vestibules round about, 
twenty-five cubits long and five cubits 
broad. 31 Its vestibule faced the outer 
court, and palm trees were on its 
jambs, and its stairway had eight steps. 

32 Then he brought me to the inner 
court on the east side, and he measured 
the gate; it was of the same size as the 
others. 33 Its side rooms, its jambs, and 
its vestibule were of the same size as the 
others; and there were windows round 
about in it and in its vestibule; its 
length was fifty cubits, and its breadth 
twenty-five cubits. 34 Its vestibule faced 
the outer court, and it had palm trees on 
its jambs, one on either side; and its 
stairway had eight steps. 

35 Then he brought me to the north 
gate, and he measured it; it had the 
same size as the others. 36 Its side 
rooms, its jambs, and its vestibule were 
of the same size as the others; v and it 
had windows round about; its length 
was fifty cubits, and its breadth twenty- 
five cubits. 37 Its vestibule**' faced the 
outer court, and it had palm trees on its 
jambs, one on either side; and its stair¬ 
way had eight steps. 

38 There was a chamber with its door 
in the vestibule of the gate,® where the 
burnt offering was to be washed. 39 And 
in the vestibule of the gate were two 
tables on either side, on which the 
burnt offering and the sin offering and 
the guilt offering were to be slaughtered. 
40 And on the outside of the vestibule* 
at the entrance of the north gate were 
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w Gk Vg Compare verses 26,31,34: Heb jambs * Ga: Heb at the jambs of the gates 

* Cn: Heb to him who goes up 
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two tables; and on the other side of the the entrance, two cubits; and the 
vestibule of the gate were two tables, breadth of the entrance, six cubits; and 
41 Four tables were on the inside, and the sidewalls 0 of the entrance, seven 
four tables on the outside of the side of cubits. 4 And he measured the length of 
the gate, eight tables, on which the the room, twenty cubits, and its 
sacrifices were to be slaughtered. 42 And breadth, twenty cubits, beyond the 
there were also four tables of hewn stone nave. And he said to me. This is the 
for the burnt offering, a cubit and a half most holy place. 

long, and a cubit and a half broad, and 5 Then he measured the wall of the 
one cubit high, on which the instru- temple, six cubits thick; and the breadth 
ments were to be laid with which the of the side chambers, four cubits, round 
burnt offerings and the sacrifices were about the temple. 6 And the side 
slaughtered. 43 And hooks, a hand- chambers were in three stories, one over 
breadth long, were fastened round another, thirty in each story. There 
about within. And on the tables the were offsets* all around the wall of the 
flesh of the offering was to be laid. temple to serve as supports for the side 

44 Then he brought me from without chambers, so that they should not be 
into the inner court, and behold, there supported by the wall of the temple, 
were two chambers 2 in the inner court, 7 And the side chambers became broader 
one re at the side of the north gate facing as they rose* from story to story, cor- 
south, the other at the side of the south* responding to the enlargement of the 
gate facing north. 45 And he said to me, offset* from story to story round about 
This chamber which faces south is for the temple; on the side of the temple a 
the priests who have charge of the stairway led upward, and thus one went 
temple, 46 and the chamber which faces up from the lowest story to the top 
north is for the priests who have charge story through the middle story. 8 I saw 
of the altar; these are the sons of Zadok, also that the temple had a raised plat- 
who alone among the sons of Levi may form round about; the foundations of 
come near to the Lord to minister to the side chambers measured a full reed 
him. 47 And he measured the court, a of six long cubits. 9 The thickness of the 
hundred cubits long, and a hundred outer wall of the side chambers was five 
cubits broad, foursquare; and the altar cubits; and the part of the platform 
was in front of the temple. which was left free was five cubits.* 

48 Then he brought me to the vesti- Between the platform 2 of the temple and 
bule of the temple and measured the the 10 chambers of the court was a 
jambs of the vestibule, five cubits on breadth of twenty cubits round about 
either side; and the breadth of the gate the temple on every side. 11 And the 
was fourteen cubits; and the sidewalls of doors of the side chambers opened on 
the gate were three cubits c on either the part of the platform that was left 
side. 49 The length of the vestibule was free, one door toward the north, and 
twenty cubits, and the breadth twelve d another door toward the south; and the 
cubits; and ten steps led up* to it; and breadth of the part that was left free was 
there were pillars beside the jambs on five cubits round about, 
either side. 12 The building that was facing the 

A 1 Then he brought me to the temple yard on the west side was seven- 
nave, and measured the jambs; ty cubits broad; and the wall of the 
on each side six cubits was the breadth building was five cubits thick round 
of the jambs/ 2 And the breadth of the about, and its length ninety cubits, 
entrance was ten cubits; and the side- 13 Then he measured the temple, a 
walls of the entrance were five cubits on hundred cubits long; and the yard and 
either side; and he measured the length the building with its walls, a hundred 
of the nave forty cubits, and its breadth, cubits long; 14 also the breadth of the 
twenty cubits. 3 Then he went into the east front of the temple and the yard, a 
inner room and measured the jambs of hundred cubits. 

* Gk: Heb and from without to the inner gate were chambers/or singers ° Gk: Heb which * Gk: Heb east 
c Gk: Heb and the breadth of the gates was three cubits d Gk: Heb eleven 

f Gk: Heb and by steps which went up J Compare Gk: Heb tent » Gk: Heb breadth 
" Gk Compare 1 Kings 6.6: Heb they entered * Cn: Heb it was surrounded 

* Gk: Heb for the encompassing of the temple k Syr: Heb lacks five cubits 
1 Cn: Heb house of the tide chambers 
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15 Then he measured the length of 3 Adjoining the twenty cubits which be- 
the building facing the yard which was longed to the inner court, and facing the 
at the west and its walls” 1 on either pavement which belonged to the outer 
side, a hundred cubits. court, was gallery? against gallery? in 

The nave of the temple and the inner three stories. 4 And before the chambers 
room and the outer" vestibule 16 were was a passage inward, ten cubits wide 
panelled" and round about all three had and a hundred cubits long, 2 and their 
windows with recessed? frames. Over doors were on the north. 5 Now the 
against the threshold the temple was upper chambers were narrower, for the 
panelled with wood round about, from galleries? took more away from them 
the floor up to the windows (now the than from the lower and middle cham- 
windows were covered), * 7 to the space bers in the building. 6 For they were in 
above the door, even to the inner room, three stories, and they had no pillars 
and on the outside. And on all the walls like the pillars of the outer 0 court; 
round about in the inner room and the hence the upper chambers were set 
nave were carved Likenesses? 18 of back from the ground more than the 
cherubim and palm trees, a palm tree lower and the middle ones. 7 And there 
between cherub and cherub. Every was a wall outside parallel to the cham- 
cherub had two faces: 19 the face of a bers, toward the outer court, opposite 
man toward the palm tree on the one the chambers, fifty cubits long. 8 For 
side, and the face of a young lion toward the chambers on the outer cour t were 
the palm tree on the other side. They fifty cubits long, while those opposite 
were carved on the whole temple round the temple were a hundred cubits long, 
about; 20 from the floor to above the 9 Below these chambers was an entrance 
door cherubim and palm trees were on the east side, as one enters them from 
carved on the wall. r the outer court, 10 where the outside 

21 The doorposts of the nave were wall begins . b 
squared; and in front of the holy place On the south" also, opposite the yard 
was something resembling 22 an altar of and opposite the building, there were 
wood, three cubits high, two cubits chambers 11 with a passage in front of 
long, and two cubits broad ;* its corners, them; they were similar to the chambers 
its base,* and its walls were of wood. He on the north, of the same length and 
said to me, “This is the table which is breadth, with the same exits'* and ar- 
before the Lord.” 23 The nave and the rangements and doors. 12 And below the 
holy place had each a double door, south chambers was an entrance on the 
24 The doors had two leaves apiece, two east side, where one enters the passage, 
swinging leaves for each door. 25 And on and opposite them was a dividing wall.* 
the doors of the nave were carved 13 Then he said to me, “The north 
cherubim and palm trees, such as were chambers and the south chambers op- 
carved on the walls; and there was a posite the yard are the holy chambers, 
canopy of wood in front of the vestibule where the priests who approach the 
outside. 26 And there were recessed win- Lord shall eat the most holy offerings; 
dows and palm trees on either side, on there they shall put the most holy 
the sidewalls of the vestibule." offerings—the cereal offering, the sin 

Af) Then he led me out into the offering, and the guilt offering, for the 
IJL inner” court, toward the north, place is holy. 14 When the priests enter 
and he brought me to the chambers the holy place, they shall not go out of it 
which were opposite the temple yard into the outer court without laying there 
and opposite the building on the north, the garments in which they minister, 
2 The length of the building which was for these are holy; they shall put on 
on the north side 1 " was 2 a hundred other garments before they go near to 
cubits, and the breadth fifty cubits, that which is for the people.” 

Cn: The meaning of the Hebrew term is unknown n Gk: Heb of the court 0 Gk: Heb the thresholds 
*Cn Compare Gk 1 Kings 0.4: The meaning of the Hebrew term is unknown 

® Cn: Heb measures and carved r Cn Compare verse 25: Heb and the wall * Gk: Heb lacks two cubits broad 

* Gk: Heb length u Cn: Heb vestibule. And the side chambers of the temple and the canopies v Gk: Heb outer 
*? Gk: Heb door x Gk: Heb before the length ? The meaning of the Hebrew word is unknown 

* Gk Syr: Heb a way of one cubit a Gk: Heb lacks outer 

Cn Compare Gk: Heb in the breadth of the wall of the court e Gk: Heb east d Heb and all their exits 
9 Cn: Heb And according to the entrances of the chambers that were toward the south was an entrance at the head 
of the way, the way before the dividing wall toward the east as one enters them 
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15 Now when he had finished meas- from me, and I will dwell in their midst 
nring the interior of the temple area, for ever. 

he led me out by the gate which faced 10 “And you, son of man, describe to 
east, and measured the temple area the house of Israel the temple and its 
round about. 16 He measured the east appearance and plan^ that they may be 
side with the measuring reed, five hun- ashamed of their iniquities. 11 And if 
dred cubits by the measuring reed, they are ashamed of all that they have 
17 Then he turned and measured^ the done, portray* the temple, its arrange- 
north side, five hundred cubits by the ment, its exits and its entrances, and its 
measuring reed. lb Then he turned and whole form; and make known to them 
measured^ the south side, five hundred all its ordinances and all its laws; and 
cubits by the measuring reed. 19 Then write it down in their sight, so that they 
he turned to the west side and meas- may observe and perform all its laws* 
ured, five hundred cubits by the meas- and all its ordinances. 12 This is the law 
uring reed. 20 He measured it on the of the temple: the whole territory round 
four sides. It had a wall around it, about upon the top of the mountain 
five hundred cubits long and five shall be most holy. Behold, this is the 
hundred cubits broad, to make a law of the temple, 
separation between the holy and the 13 “These are the dimensions of the 
common. altar by cubits (the cubit being a cubit 

4*2 Afterward he brought me to the and a handbreadth): its base shall be one 
b J* gate, the gate facing east. 2 And cubit high,™ and one cubit broad, with a 
behold, the glory of the God of Israel rim of one span around its edge. And 
came from the east; and the sound of his this shall be the height** of the altar: 
coming was like the sound of many 34 from the base on the ground to the 
waters; and the earth shone with his lower ledge, two cubits, with a breadth 
glory. 3 And<* the vision I saw was like of one cubit; and from the smaller ledge 
the vision which I had seen when he to the larger ledge, four cubits, with a 
came to destroy the city, and ft like the breadth of one cubit; 15 and the altar 
vision which I had seen by the river hearth, four cubits ; and from the altar 
Chebar; and I fell upon my face. 4 As hearth proiecting upward, four horns, 
the glory of the Lord entered the tern- one cubit high.- 1 16 The altar hearth 
pie by the gate facing east, 5 the Spirit shall be square, twelve cubits long by 
lifted me up, and brought me into the twelve broad. 17 The ledge also shall be 
inner court; and behold, the glory of the square, fourteen cubits long by fourteen 
Lord filled the temple. broad, with a tim around it half a cubit 

6 While the man was standing beside broad, and its base one cubit round 
me, I heard one speaking to me out of about. The steps of the altar shall face 
the templej 7 and he said to me, “Son east.” 

of man, this is the place of my throne 18 And he said to me, “Son of man, 
and the place of the soles of my feet, thus says the Lord God: These are the 
where I will dwell in the midst of the ordinances for the altar: On the day 
people of Israel for ever. And the house when it is erected for offering burnt 
of Israel shall no more defile my holy offerings upon it and for throwing blood 
name, neither they, nor their kings, by against it, 39 you shall give to the Leviti- 
their harlotry, and by the dead bodies* cal priests of the family of Zadok, who 
of their kings, 8 by setting their thresh- draw near to me to minister to me, says 
old by my threshold and their door- the L ord God, a bull for a sin offering, 
posts beside my doorposts, with only a 70 And you shall take some of its blood, 
wall between me and them. They have and put it on the four horns of the 
defiled my holy name by their abomina- altar, and on the four comers of the 
tions which they have committed, so I ledge, and upon the rim round about; 
have consumed them in my anger, thus you shall cleanse the altar ana 
9 Now* let them put away their idolatry make atonement for it. 21 You shall also 
and the dead bodies 4 of their kings far take the bull of the sin offering, and it 

■f Gk: Heb measuring reed round about. He measured 9 Gk: Hcb And like the vision 

* Syr: Hcb and the visions * Or the monuments * Gk: Heb the temple that they may measure the pattern 

* Gk: Heb the form of ‘Compare Gk: Heb its whole form m Gk: Heb lacks high * Gk: Heb hack 
a Gk: Heb lacks one cubit high 

43.2i Ezek 1.24; Rev 1.15; 14.2; 19.6. 
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shall be burnt in the appointed place be¬ 
longing to the temple, outside the sacred 
area. "And on the second day you shall 
offer a he-goat without blemish for a sin 
offering; and the altar shall be cleansed, 
as it was cleansed with the bull. 23 When 
you have finished cleansing it, you shall 
offer a bull without blemish and a ram 
from the flock without blemish. 24 You 
shall present them before the Lord, 
and the priests shall sprinkle salt upon 
them ana offer them up as a burnt offer¬ 
ing to the Lord. 25 For seven days you 
shall provide daily a goat for a sin of¬ 
fering; also a bull and a ram from the 
flock, without blemish, shall be pro¬ 
vided. 26 Seven days shall they make 
atonement for the altar and purify it, 
and so consecrate it. 27 And when they 
have completed these days, then from 
the eighth day onward the priests shall 
offer upon the altar your burnt offerings 
and your peace offerings; and I will 
accept you, says the Lord God.” 

Then he brought me back to 
the outer gate of the sanctuary, 
which faces east; and it was shut. 2 And 
he° said to me, “This gate shall remain 
shut; it shall not be opened, and no one 
shall enter by it; for the Lord, the God 
of Israel, has entered by it; therefore it 
shall remain shut. 3 Only the prince may 
sit in it to eat bread before the Lord, 
he shall enter by way of the vestibule of 
the gate, and shall go out by the same 
way.” 

4 Then he brought me by way of the 
north gate to the front of the temple; 
and I looked, and behold, the glory of 
the Lord filled the temple of the Lord ; 
and I fell upon my face. 5 And the Lord 
said to me, “Son of man, mark well, see 
with your eyes, and hear with your ears 
all that I shall tell you concerning all 
the ordinances of the temple of the 
Lord and all its laws; and mark well 
those who may be admitted to*> the 
temple and all those who are to be ex¬ 
cluded from the sanctuary. 6 And say to 
the rebellious house,« to the house of 
Israel, Thus says the Lord God: O 
house of Israel, let there be an end to all 
your abominations, 7 in admitting for¬ 
eigners, uncircumcised in heart and 
flesh, to be in my sanctuary, profaning 
it/ when you offer to me my food, the 

° Cn: Heb the Lord P Cn; Heb the entrance of ® Gk: 
* Gk Syr Vg: Heb they * Gk; Heb for you 
414 ; Rev 15.8. 


fat and the blood. You 8 have broken my 
covenant, in addition to all your 
abominations. 8 And you have not kept 
charge of my holy things; but you have 
set foreigners to keep my charge in my 
sanctuary. 

9 “Therefore* thus says the Lord 
God: No foreigner, uncircumcised in 
heart and flesh, of all the foreigners who 
are among the people of Israel, shall 
enter my sanctuary. lu But the Levites 
who went far from me, going astray 
from me after their idois when Israel 
went astray, shall bear their punish¬ 
ment. 11 They shall be ministers in my 
sanctuary, having oversight at the gates 
of the temple, and serving in the tem¬ 
ple; they shall slay the burnt offering 
and the sacrifice for the people, and they 
shall attend on the people, to serve 
them. 12 Because they ministered to 
them before their idols and became a 
stumbling block of iniquity to the house 
of Israel, therefore I have sworn con¬ 
cerning them, says the Lord God, that 
they shall bear their punishment. 
13 They shall not come near to me, to 
serve me as priest, nor come near any of 
my sacred things and the things that are 
most sacred; but they shall bear their 
shame, because of the abominations 
which they have committed. 14 Yet I 
will appoint them to keep charge of the 
temple, to do all its service and all that 
is to be done in it. 

15 “But the Levitical priests, the sons 
of Zadok, who kept the charge of my 
sanctuary when the people of Israel 
went astray from me, shall come near to 
me to minister to me; and they shall 
attend on me to offer me the fat and the 
blood, says the Lord God; 16 they shall 
enter my sanctuary, and they shall ap¬ 
proach my table, to minister to me, and 
they shall keep my charge. * 7 When they 
enter the gates of the inner court, they 
shall wear linen garments; they shall 
have nothing of wool on them, while 
they minister at the gates of the inner 
court, and within. 18 They shall have 
linen turbans upon their heads, and 
linen breeches upon their loins; they 
shall not gird themselves with anything 
that causes sweat. 19 And when they go 
out into the outer court to the people, 
they shall put off the garments in which 

: Heb lacks house r Gk; Heb it n\y temple 




Ordinances of the temple 773 EZEKIEL 45 

they have been ministering, and lay shall be for the sanctuary, with fifty 
them in the holy chambers ; and they cubits for an open space around it. 
shall put on other garments, lest they 3 And in the holy district you shall meas- 
communicate holiness to the people with ure off a section twenty-five thousand 
their garments. 20 They shall not shave cubits long and ten thousand broad, in 
their heads or let their locks grow long; which shall be the sanctuary, the most 
they shall only trim the hair of their holy place. 4 It shall be the holy portion 
heads. 21 No priest shall drink wane, of the land; it shall be for the priests, 
when he enters the inner court. 22 They who minister in the sanctuary and ap- 
shall not marry a widow, or a divorced proach the Lord to minister to him; and 
woman, but only a virgin of the stock it shall be a place for their houses and a 
of the house of Israel, or a widow who holy place for the sanctuary. 5 Another 
is the widow of a priest. 23 They shall section, twenty-five thousand cubits 
teach my people the difference be- long and ten thousand cubits broad, 
tween the holy and the common, and shall be for the Levites who minister at 
show them how to distinguish between the temple, as their possession for cities 
the unclean and the dean. 24 In a con- to live in.^ 

troversy they shall act as judges, and 6 “Alongside the portion set apart as 
they shall judge it according to my judg- the holy district you shall assign for the 
ments. They shall keep my laws and my possession of the city an area five 
statutes in all my appointed feasts, and thousand cubits broad, and twenty-five 
they shall keep my sabbaths holy, thousand cubits long; it shall belong 
25 They shall not defile themselves by to the whole house of Israel, 
going near to a dead person; however, 7 “And to the prince shall belong the 
for father or mother, for son or dangh- land on both sides of the holy district 
ter, for brother or unmarried sister they and the property of the tity, alongside 
may defile themselves. 26 After he is de- the holy district and the property of the 
filed, u he shall count for himself seven city, on the west and on the east, cor- 
days, and then he shall be clean . v 27 And responding in length to one of the 
on the day that he goes into the holy tribal portions, and extending from the 
place, into the inner court, to minister western to the eastern boundary of the 
in the holy place, he shall offer his sin land. 8 It is to be his property in Israel, 
offering, says the Lord God. And my princes shall no more oppress 

28 “They shall have no w inheritance; my people; but they shall let the house 
I am their inheritance: and you shall of Israel have the land according to their 
give them no possession in Israel; I am tribes. 

their possession. 29 They shall eat the 9 “Thus says the Lord God: Enough, 
cereal offering, the sin offering, and the O princes of Israel! Put away violence 
guilt offering; and every devoted thing and oppression, and execute justice and 
in Israel shall be theirs. 30 And the first righteousness; cease your evictions of 
of all the first fruits of all kinds, and my people, says the Lord God. 
every offering of all kinds from all your 10 “You shall have just balances, a 
offerings, shall belong to the priests; just ephah, and a just bath. 11 The 
you shall also give to the priests the first ephah and the bath shall be of the same 
of your coarse meal, that a blessing may measure, the bath containing one 
rest on your house. 31 The priests shall tenth of a homer, and the ephah one 
not eat of anything, whether bird or tenth of a homer; the homer shall be the 
beast, that has died of itself or is torn, standard measure. 12 The shekel shall 
AC “When you allot the land as a be twenty gerahs; five shekels shall be 
■possession, you shall set apart for five shekels, and ten shekels shall be ten 
the Lord a portion of the land as a holy shekels, and your mina shall be fifty 
district, twenty-five thousand cubits shekels.* 

long and twenty* thousand cubits 13 “This is the offering which you 
broad; it shall be holy throughout its shall make: one sixth of an ephah from 
whole extent. 2 Of this a square plot of each homer of wheat, and one sixth of 
five hundred by five hundred cubits an ephah from each homer of barley, 

“ Syr: Hcb cleansed 

v Syr: Heb lacks and then he shall be clean w Vg: Heb as an * Gk: Heb ten 

V Gk: Hcb twenty chambers ' Gk: Heb twenty shekels , twenty-five shekels, fifteen shekels shall be your mina 
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14 and as the fixed portion of oil, a one 
tenth of a bath from each cor (the cor, i> 
like the homer, contains ten baths); 

15 and one sheep from every flock of two 
hundred, from the families* of Israel. 
This is the offering for cereal offerings, 
burnt offerings, and peace offerings, to 
make atonement for them, says the 
Lord God. 16 All the people of the land 
shall give* this offering to the prince in 
Israel. 17 It shall be the prince’s duty 
to furnish the burnt offerings, cereal 
offerings, and drink offerings, at the 
feasts, the new moons, and the sab¬ 
baths, all the appointed feasts of the 
house of Israel: he shall provide the sin 
offerings, cereal offerings, burnt offer¬ 
ings, and peace offerings, to make atone¬ 
ment for the house of Israel. 

18 “Thus says the Lord God: In the 
first month, on the first day of the 
month, you shall take a young bull with¬ 
out blemish, and cleanse the sanctuary. 

19 The priest shall take some of the 
blood of the sin offering and put it on 
the doorposts of the temple, the four 
corners of the ledge of the altar, and the 
posts of the gate of the inner court. 

20 You shall do the same on the seventh 
day of the month for any one who has 
sinned through error or ignorance; so 
you shall make atonement for the 
temple. 

21 “In the first month, on the four¬ 
teenth day of the month, you shall cele¬ 
brate the feast of the passover, and for 
seven days unleavened bread shall be 
eaten. 22 On that day the prince shall 
provide for himself and all the people of 
the land a young bull for a sin offering. 
23And on the seven days of the festival 
he shall provide as a burnt offering to 
the Lord seven young bulls and seven 
rams without blemish, on each of the 
seven days; and a he-goat daily for a sin 
offering. 24 And he shall provide as a 
cereal offering an ephah for each bull, 
an ephah for each ram, and a hin of oil 
to each ephah. 25 in the seventh month, 
on the fifteenth day of the month and 
for the seven days of the feast, he shall 
make the same provision for sin offer¬ 
ings, burnt offerings, and cereal offer¬ 
ings, and for the oil. 

AjC “Thus says the Lord God: 
tU The gate 01 the inner court that 
faces east shall be shut on the six work- 
® Cn: Heb oil, the bath the oil b Vg: Hcb homer * Gk 
• Gk Compare Syr; Heb shall be to 


ing days; but on the sabbath day it shall 
be opened and on the day of the new 
moon it shall be opened. 2 The prince 
shall enter by the vestibule of the gate 
from without, and shall take his stand 
by the post of the gate. The priests shall 
offer his burnt offering and his peace 
offerings, and he shall worship at the 
threshold of the gate. Then he shall go 
out, but the gate shall not be shut until 
evening. 3 The people of the land shall 
worship at the entrance of that gate be¬ 
fore the Lord on the sabbaths and on 
the new moons. 4 The burnt offering 
that the prince offers to the Lord on the 
sabbath day shall be six lambs without 
blemish and a ram without blemish; 
5 and the cereal offering with the ram 
shall be an ephah, and the cereal off er¬ 
ing with the lambs shall be as much as 
he is able, together with a hin of oil to 
each ephah. 6 On the day of the new 
moon he shall offer a young bull without 
blemish, and six lambs and a ram, 
which shall be without blemish; 7 as a 
cereal offering he shall provide an ephah 
with the bull and an ephah with the 
ram, and with the lambs as much as he 
is able, together with a hin of oil to each 
ephah. 8 When the prince enters, he 
shall go in by the vestibule of the gate, 
and he shall go out by the same way. 

9 “When the people of the land come 
before the Lord at the appointed feasts, 
he who enters by the north gate to 
worship shall go out by the south gate; 
and he who enters by the south gate 
shall go out by the north gate: no one 
shall return by way of the gate by which 
he entered, but each shall £0 out straight 
ahead. 19 When they go in, the prince 
shall go in with them; and when they go 
out, he shall go out. 

11 “At the feasts and the appointed 
seasons the cereal offering with a young 
bull shall be an ephah, and with a ram 
an ephah, and with the lambs as much 
as one is able to give, together with a hin 
of oil to an ephah. 12 When the prince 
provides a freewill offering, either a 
burnt offering or peace offerings as a 
freewill offering to the Lord, the gate 
facing east shall be opened for him; and 
he shall offer his burnt offering or his 
peace offerings as he does on the sab¬ 
bath day. Then he shall go out, and after 
he has gone out the gate shall be shut. 

Heb watering places 



Division of the land 

13 “He shall provide a lamb a 5 'ear 
old without blemish for a burnt offering 
to the Lord daily; morning by morning 
he shall provide it. 14 And he shall pro¬ 
vide a cereal offering with it morning by 
morning, one sixth of an ephah, and one 
third of a hin of oil to moisten the flour, 
as a cereal offering to the Lord; this is 
the ordinance for the continual burnt 
offering.* 15 Thus the lamb and the 
meal offering and the oil shall be pro¬ 
vided, morning by morning, for a con¬ 
tinual burnt offering. 

16 “Thus says the Lord God: If the 
prince makes a gift to any of his sons out 
off his inheritance, it shall belong to his 
sons, it is their property by inheritance. 
'* 7 But if he makes a gift out of his in¬ 
heritance to one of his servants, it shall 
be his to the year of liberty ; then it shall 
revert to the prince; only his sons may 
keep a gift from his inheritance. 13 The 
prince shall not take any of the in¬ 
heritance of the people, thrusting them 
out of their property; he shall give his 
sons their inheritance out of his own 
property, so that none of my people 
shall be dispossessed of his prop¬ 
erty.” 

19 Then he brought me through the 
entrance, which was at the side of the 
gate, to the north row of the holy cham¬ 
bers for the priests; and there I saw a 
place at the extreme western end of 
them. 20 And he said to me, “This is the 
place where the priests shall boil the 
guilt offering and the sin offering, and 
where they shall bake the cereal offer¬ 
ing, in order not to bring them out into 
the outer court and so communicate 
holiness to the people.” 

21 Then he brought me forth to the 
outer court, and led me to the four 
corners of the court; and in each comer 
of the couit there was a court — 22 in 
the four corners of the court were small 9 
courts, forty cubits long and thirty 
broad; the four were of the same size. 
23 On the inside, around each of the 
four courts was a row of masonry, with 
hearths made at the bottom of the rows 
round about. 24 Then he said to me, 
“These arc the kitchens where those 
who minister at the temple shall boil 
the sacrifices of the people.” 
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Then he brought me back to the 
door of the temple; and behold, 
water was issuing from below the thresh¬ 
old of the temple toward the east (for 
the temple faced east); and the water 
was flowing down from below the south 
end of the threshold of the temple, 
south of the altar. 2 Then he brought 
me out by way of the north gate, and led 
me round on the outside to the outer 
gate, that faces toward the east; ft and 
the water was coming out on the south 
side. 

3 Going on eastward with a line in his 
hand, the man measured a thousand 
cubits, and then led me through the 
water; and it was ankle-deep. 4 Again he 
measured a thousand, and led me 
through the water; and it was knee- 
deep. Again he measured a thousand, 
and led me through the water; and it 
was up to the loins. 5 Again he measured 
a thousand, and it was a river that I 
could not pass through, for the water 
had risen; it was deep enough to swim 
in, a river that could not be passed 
through. 6 And he said to me, ’‘Son of 
man, have you seen this?” 

Then he led me back along the bank 
of the river. 7 As I went back, I saw 
upon, the bank of the river very many 
trees on the one side and on the other. 
8 And he said to me, “This water flows 
toward the eastern region and goes 
down into the Arabah; and when it 
enters the stagnant waters of the sea,* 
the water will become fresh. 9 And 
wherever the riveri goes every living 
creature which swarms will live, and 
there will be very many fish; for this 
water gees there, that the waters of the 
sea* may become fresh; so everything 
will live where the river goes, 10 Fisher¬ 
men will stand beside the sea; from 
En-ge'di to En-eglaim it will be a place 
for the spreading of nets; its fish will be 
of very many kinds, like the fish of the 
Great Sea. 11 But its swamps and 
marshes will not become fresh; they are 
to be left for salt. * 2 And on the banks, on 
both sides of the river, there will grow 
all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves 
will not wither nor their fruit fail, but 
they will bear fresh fruit every month, 
because the water for them flows from 


Cn: Heb perpetual ordinances continually f Gk: Reb it is his inheritance 
9 Gk Syr Vg: The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain * Heb obscure 
Compare Sw: Heb into the sea to the sea those that were made to issue forth 

¥ Tg: Heb two rivers * Compare Syr: Heb lacks the waters of the sea 
47.1-2: Zeal 14.8; Rev 22.1-2. 
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the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for far as Hazar-e'non (which is on the 
food, and their leaves for healing.” northern border of Damascus, over 
13 Thus says the Lord God: ‘"These against Hamath), and® extending from 
are the boundaries by which you shall the east side to the west/ Dan, one 
divide the land for inheritance among portion. ^Adjoining the territory of 
the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shall Dan, from the east side to the west, 
have two portions. i4 And you shall Asher, one portion. ^Adjoining the 
divide it equally; I swore to give it to territory of Asher, from the east side to 
your fathers, and this land shall fall to the west, Naph'tali, one portion. 4 Ad- 
you as your inheritance. joining the territory of Naph'tali, from 

15 “This shall be the boundary of the the east side to the west, Manas'seh, one 
land: On the north side, from the Great portion. -^Adjoining the territory of 
Sea by way of Hethlon to the entrance Manas'seh, from the east side to the 
of Hamath, and on to Zedad/ 16 Bero'- west, E'phraim, one portion. 6 Adjoining 
thah, Sib'raim (which lies on the border the territory of E'phraim, from the east 
between Damascus and Hamath), as side to the west, Reuben, one portion, 
far as Hazerhatticon, which is on the 7 Adjoining the territory of Reuben, 
border of Hauran. 17 So the boundary from the east side to the west, Judah, 
shall run from the sea to Hazar-e'non, one portion. 

which is on the northern border of 8 “Adjoining the territory of Judah, 
Damascus, with the border of Hamath from the east side to the west, shall be 
to the north. OT This shall be the north the portion which you shall set apart, 
side. twenty-five thousand cubits in breadth, 

18 “On the east side, the boundary and in length equal to one of the tribal 
shall run from Hazar-e'non” between portions, from the east side to the west, 
Hauran and Damascus;” 1 along the with the sanctuary in the midst of it. 

J ordan between Gilead and the land of 9 The portion which you shall set apart 
srael; to the eastern sea and as far as for the Lord shall be twenty-five thou- 
Tamar. 0 This shall be the east side. sand cubits in length, and twenty* 
19 “On the south side, it shall run thousand in breadth. 10 These shall be 
from Tamar as far as the waters of the allotments of the holy portion: the 
Meribath-ka'desh, thence along the priests shall have an allotment measur- 
Brook of Egypt to the Great Sea. This ing twenty-five thousand cubits on the 
shall be the south side. northern side, ten thousand cubits in 

20 “On the west side, the Great Sea breadth on the western side, ten thou- 
shall be the boundary to a point op- sand in breadth on the eastern side, and 
posite the entrance of Hamath. This twenty-five thousand in length on the 
shall be the west side. southern side, with the sanctuary of the 

21 “So you shall divide this land Lord in the midst of it. 11 This shall be 
among you according to the tribes of for the consecrated priests, the sons* of 
Israel. "You shall allot it as an in- Zadok, who kept my charge, who did 
heritance for yourselves and for the not go astray when the people of Israel 
aliens who reside among you and have went astray, as the Levites did. 12 And 
begotten children among you. They it shall belong to them as a special 
shall be to you as native-born sons of portion from the holy portion of the 
Israel; with you they shall be allotted land, a most holy place, adjoining the 
an inheritance among the tribes of territory of the Levites. 13 And alongside 
Israel. 23 In whatever tribe the alien the territory of the priests, the Levites 
resides, there you shall assign him his shall have an allotment twenty-five 
inheritance, says the Lord God. thousand cubits in length and ten 

AO “These are the names of the thousand in breadth. The whole length 
■O tribes: Beginning at the northern shall be twenty-five thousand cubits and 
border, from the sea by way? of the breadth twenty” thousand. 14 They 
Hethlon to the entrance of Hamath, as shall not sell or exchange any of it; they 

* Gk: Heb the entrance of Zedad , Hamath 
m Heb obscure n Cn: Heb lacks Hasar-enon 

°Compare Syr: Heb you shall measure P Compare 47.15: Heb by the side of the way 
® Cn: Heb and they snail be his r Gk Compare verses 2-8 : Heb the east side the west 
‘Compare 45.1: Heb ten * One Ms Gk: Heb of the sons u Gk: Heb ten 
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shall not alienate this choice portion of 
the land, for it is holy to the Lord. 

15 “The remainder, five thousand 
cubits in breadth and twenty-five 
thousand in length, shall be for ordinary 
use for the city, for dwellings and for 
open country. In the midst of it shall be 
the city; 16 and these shall be its dimen¬ 
sions : the north side four thousand five 
hundred cubits, the south side four 
thousand five hundred, the east side 
four thousand five hundred, and the 
west side four thousand and five hun¬ 
dred. i7And the city shall have open 
land: on the north two hundred and 
fifty cubits, on the south two hundred 
and fifty, on the east two hundred and 
fifty, and on the west two hundred and 
fifty. 18 The remainder of the length 
alongside the holy portion shall be ten 
thousand cubits to the east, and ten 
thousand to the west, and it shall be 
alongside the holy portion. Its produce 
shall be food for the workers of the city. 
ly And the workers of the city, from all 
the tribes of Israel, shall till it. 20 The 
whole portion which you shall set apart 
shall be twenty-five thousand cubits 
square, that is, the holy portion to¬ 
gether with the property of the city. 

21 “What remains on both sides of 
the holy portion and of the propertyof 
the city shall belong to the prince. Ex¬ 
tending from the twenty-five thousand 
cubits of the holy portion to the east 
border, and westward from the twenty- 
five thousand cubits to the west border, 
parallel to the tribal portions, it shall 
belong to the prince. The holy portion 
with the sanctuary of the temple in its 
midst, 22 and the property of the Le- 
vites and the property of the city, 1 ’ shall 
be in the midst of that which belongs to 
the prince. The portion of the prince 


shall lie between the territory of Judah 
and the territory of Benjamin. 

23 “As for the rest of the tribes: from 
the east side to the west, Benjamin, one 
portion. ^Adjoining the territory of 
Benjamin, from the east side to the 
west, Simeon, one portion. 25Adjoining 
the territory of Simeon, from the east 
side to the west, Is'sachar, one portion. 
26 Adjoining the territory of Is'sachar, 
from the east side to the west, Zeb'ulun, 
one portion. 27 Adjoining the territory of 
Zeb'ulun, from the east side to the west. 
Gad, one portion. 28 And adjoining the 
territory of Gad to the south, the 
boundary shall run from Tamar to the 
waters of Meribath-ka'desh, thence 
along the Brook of Egypt to the Great 
Sea. 29 This is the land which you shall 
allot as an inheritance among the tribes 
of Israel, and these are their several por¬ 
tions, says the Lord God. 

30 “These shall be the exits of the 
city: On the north side, which is to be 
four thousand five hundred cubits by 
measure, 31 three gates, the gate of 
Reuben, the gate of Judah, and the gate 
of Levi, the gates of the city being 
named after the tribes of Israel. 32 On 
the east side, which is to be four thou¬ 
sand five hundred cubits, three gates, 
the gate of Joseph, the gate of Benjamin, 
and the gate of Dan. 33 On the south 
side, which is to be four thousand five 
hundred cubits by measure, three gates, 
the gate of Simeon, the gate of Is'sachar, 
and the gate of Zeb'ulun. 34 On the 
west side, which is to be four thousand 
five hundred cubits, three gates, 10 the 
gate of Gad, the gate of Asher, and the 
gate of Naph'tali. 35 The circumference 
of the city shall be eighteen thousand 
cubits. And the name of the city hence¬ 
forth shall be. The Lord is there.” 


Cn; Heb and from the property of the Levitts and fro 
One Ms Gk Syr: Heb their gates three 
48.16: Rev 21.16. 48.31-35: Rev 21.12-13. 
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-W In the third year of the reign of vegetables to eat and water to drink. 
JL Jehoi'akim king of Judah, Neb- 13 Then let our appearance and the ap- 
uchadnez zar king of Babylon came to pearance of the youths who eat the 
Jerusalem and besieged it. -And the king’s rich food be observed by you, and 
Lord gave Jehoi'akim king of Judah into according to what you see deal with 
his hand, with some of the vessels of the your servants.” 14 So he hearkened to 
house of God; and he brought them to them in this matter, and tested them for 
the land of Shinar, to the house of his ten days. 15 At the end of ten days it was 
god, and placed the vessels in the seen that they were better in appearance 
treasury of his god. 3 Then the king and fatter in flesh than all the youths 
commanded Ash'penaz, his chief eu- who ate the king’s rich food. 16 So the 
nuch, to bring some of the people of steward took away their rich food and 
Israel, both of the royal family and of the wine they were to drink, and gave 
the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, them vegetables. 

handsome and skilful in all wisdom, en~ 17 As for these four youths, God gave 
dowed with knowledge, understanding them learning and skill in all letters and 
learning, and competent to serve in the wisdom; and Daniel had understanding 
king’s palace, and to teach them the in all visions mid dreams. 18 At the end 
letters and language of the Chalde'ans. of the time, when the king had com- 
5 The king assigned them a daily por- manded that they should be brought in, 
tion of the rich food which the king ate, the chief of the eunuchs brought them 
and of the wine which he drank. They in before Nebuchadnez'zar. 19 And the 
were to be educated for three years, and king spoke with them, and among them 
at the end of that time they were to all none was found like Daniel, Hanani'- 
stand before the king. 6 Among these ah, Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah; therefore 
were Daniel, Hanani'ah, Mish'a-el, and they stood before the king. 20 And in 
Azari'ah of the tribe of Judah. 7 And the every matter of wisdom and under¬ 
chief of the eunuchs gave them names: standing concerning which the king in~ 
Danicl he called Belteshaz'zar, Hanani'- quired of them, he found them ten 
ah he called Shadrach, Mish'a-el he times better than all the magicians and 
called Meshach, and Azari'ah he called enchanters that were in all his kingdom. 
Abed'nego. 21 And Daniel continued until the first 

8 But Daniel resolved that he would year of King Cyrus, 
not defile himself with the king’s rich ^ In the second year of the reign of 
food, or with the wine which he drank; X Nebuchadnez'zar, Nebuchadnez'zar 
therefore he asked the chief of the had dreams; and his spirit was troubled, 
eunuchs to allow him not to defile him- and his sleep left him. 2 Then the king 
self. 9 And God gave Daniel favour and commanded that the magicians, the en- 
compassion in the sight of the chief of chanters, the sorcerers, and the Chalde'- 
the eunuchs; 10 and the chief of the ans be summoned, to tell the king his 
eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear lest my dreams. So they came in and stood be- 
lord the king, who appointed your food fore the king. 3 And the king said to 
and your drink, should see that you them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is 
were in poorer condition than the troubled to know the dream.” 4 Then 
youths who are of your own age. So you the Chalde'ans said to the king/' “O 
would endanger my head with the king, live for ever! Tell your servants 
king.” 11 Then Daniel said to the the dream, and we will show the in¬ 
steward whom the chief of the eunuchs terpretation.” 5 The king answered the 
had appointed over Daniel, Hanani'ah, Chalde'ans, “The word from me is 
Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah; 12 “Test your sure: if you do not make known to me 
servants for ten days; let as be given the dream and its interpretation, you 

a Hcb adds in Aramaic % indicating that the text from this point to the end of chapter 7 is in Aramaic 
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shall be torn limb from limb, and your 
houses shall be laid in ruins. 6 But if you 
show the dream and its interpretation, 
you shall receive from me gifts and re¬ 
wards and great honour. Therefore show 
me the dream and its interpretation.’* 
7 They answered a second time, “Let 
the king tell his servants the dream, and 
we will show its interpretation.” 8 The 
king answered, “I know with certainty 
that you are trying to gain time, because 
you see that the word from me is sure 
9 that if you do not make the dream 
known to me, there is but one sentence 
for you. You have agreed to speak lying 
and corrupt words before me till the 
times change. Therefore tell me the 
dream, and I shall know that you can 
show me its interpretation.” 10 The 
Chalde ans answered the king, “There 
is not a man on earth who can meet the 
king’s demand; for no great and power¬ 
ful king has asked such a thing of any 
magician or enchanter or Chalde'an. 
11 The thing that the king asks is diffi¬ 
cult, and none can show 1 it to the king 
except the gods, whose dwelling is not 
with flesh.” 

12 Because of this the king was angry 
and very furious, and commanded that 
all the wise men of Babylon be de¬ 
stroyed. 13 So the decree went forth 
that the wise men were to be slain, and 
they sought Daniel and his companions, 
to slay them. 14 Then Daniel replied 
with prudence and discretion to Ar'i- 
och, the captain of the king’s guard, 
who had gone out to slay the wise men 
of Babylon; 15 he said to Ar'i-och, the 
king’s captain, “Why is the decree of 
the king so severe?” Then Ar'i-och 
made the matter known to Daniel. 16 And 
Daniel went in and besought the king to 
appoint him a time, that he might show 
to the king the interpretation. 

17 Then Daniel went to his house and 
made the matter known to Hanani'ah, 
Mish'a-el, and Azari'ah, his com¬ 
panions, 18 and told them to seek mercy 
of the God of heaven concerning this 
mystery, so that Daniel and his com¬ 
panions might not perish with the rest 
of the wise men of Babylon. 19 Then 
the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a 
vision of the night. Then Daniel blessed 
the God of heaven. 

20 Daniel said: 

“Blessed be the name of God for ever 
and ever, 


to whom belong wisdom and 
might. 

21 He changes times and seasons; 

he removes kings and sets up kings; 
he gives wisdom to the wise 

and knowledge to those who have 
understanding; 

22 he reveals deep and mysterious 

things; 

he knows what is in the darkness, 
and the light dwells with him. 

23 To thee, O God of my fathers, 

I give thanks and praise, 
for thou hast given me wisdom and 
strength, 

and hast now made known to me 
what we asked of thee, 
for thou hast made known to us 
the king’s matter.” 

24 Therefore Daniel went in to Ar'¬ 
i-och, whom the king had appointed to 
destroy the wise men of Babylon; he 
went and said thus to him, “Do not 
destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring 
me in before the king, and I will show 
the king the interpretation.” 

25 Then Ar'i-och brought in Daniel 
before the king in haste, and said thus 
to him: “I have found among the exiles 
from Judah a man who can make known 
to the king the interpretation.” 26 The 
king said to Daniel, whose name was 
Belteshaz'zar, “Are you able to make 
known to me the dream that I have 
seen and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel 
answered the king, “No wise men, 
enchanters, magicians, or astrologers 
can show to the king the mystery which 
the king has asked, 28 but there is a 
God in heaven who reveals mysteries, 
and he has made known to King Nebu- 
chadnez'zar what will be in the latter 
days. Your dream and the visions of 
your head as you lay in bed are these: 
29 To you, O king, as you lay in bed 
came thoughts of what would be here¬ 
after, and he who reveals mysteries 
made known to you what is to be. 30 But 
as for me, not because of any wisdom 
that I have more than all the living has 
this mystery been revealed to me, but 
in order that the interpretation may be 
made known to the king, and that you 
may know the thoughts of your mind. 

31 “You saw, O king, and behold, a 
great image. This image, mighty and 
of exceeding brightness, stood before 
you, and its appearance was frighten¬ 
ing. 32 The head of this image was of 
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fine gold, its breast and arms of silver, 
its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its 
legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
partly of clay. 34 As you looked, a stone 
was cut out by no human hand, and it 
smote the image on its feet of iron and 
clay, and broke them in pieces; 35 then 
the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, 
and the gold, all together were broken 
in pieces, and became like the chaff of 
the summer threshing floors; and the 
wind carried them away, so that not a 
trace of them could be found. But the 
stone that struck the image became a 
great mountain and filled the whole 
earth. 

35 “This was the dream; now we will 
tell the king its inteip relation. 37 You, 
O king, the king of kings, to whom the 
God of heaven has given the kingdom, 
the power, and the might, and the 
glory, 38 and into whose hand he has 
given, wherever they dwell, the sons of 
men, the beasts of the field, and the 
birds of the air, making you rule over 
them all—you are the head of gold. 
3l) After you shall arise another kingdom 
inferior to you, and yet a third kingdom 
of bronze, which shall rule over all the 
earth. 40 And there shall be a fourth 
kingdom, strong as iron, because iron 
breaks to pieces and shatters all things; 
and like iron which crushes, it shall 
break and crush all these. 41 And as you 
saw the feet and toes partly of potter’s 
clay and partly of iron, it shall be a 
divided kingdom; but some of the firm¬ 
ness of iron shall be in it, just as you 
saw iron mixed with the miry clay. 
42 And as the toes of the feet were partly 
iron and partly clay, so the kingdom 
shall be partly strong and partly brittle. 
43 As you saw the iron mixed with miry 
clay, so they will mix with one another 
in marriage, 6 but they will not hold to¬ 
gether. just as iron does not mix with 
clay. 44 And in the days of those kings the 
God of heaven will set up a kingdom 
which shall never be destroyed, nor 
shall its sovereignty be left to another 
people. It shall break in pieces all these 
kingdoms and bring them to an end, 
and it shall stand for ever; 45 just as you 
saw that a stone was cut from a moun¬ 
tain by no human hand, and that it 
broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the 
clay, the silver, and the gold. A great 

6 Aram by the seed of men 
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God has made known to the king what 
shall be hereafter. The dream is certain, 
and its interpretation sure.” 

46 Then King Nebuchadnez'zar fell 
upon his face, and did homage to 
Daniel, and commanded that an ofter- 
ingand incense be offered up to him. 

47 The king said to Daniel, “Truly, your 
God is God of gods and Lord of kings, 
and a revealer of mysteries, for you have 
been able to reveal this mystery.” 

48 Then the king gave Daniel high 
honours and many great gifts, and made 
him ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon, and chief prefect over all the 
wise men of Babylon. 4y Daniel made 
request of the king, and he appointed 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego 
over the affairs of the province of Baby¬ 
lon; but Daniel remained at the king’s 
court. 

3 King Nebuchadnez'zar made an 
image of gold, whose height was 
sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. 
He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the 
province of Babylon. 2 Then King 
Nebuchadnez'zar sent to assembly the 
satraps, the prefects, and the governors, 
the counsellors, the treasurers, the 

justices, the magistrates, and all the 
officials of the provinces to come to the 
dedication of the image which King 
Nebuchadnez'zar had set up. 3 Then 
the satraps, the prefects, and the 

governors, the counsellors, the treas¬ 
urers, the justices, the magistrates, and 
all the officials of the provinces, were 
assembled for the dedication of the 
image that King Nebuchadnez'zar had 
set up; and they stood before the 
image that Nebuchadnez'zar had set 
up. 4 And the herald proclaimed 

aloud, “You are commanded, O 
peoples, nations, and languages, * that 
when you hear the sound of the 
horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bag¬ 

pipe, and every kind of music, you 
are to fall down and worship the 
golden image that King Nebuchad¬ 
nez'zar has set up; 6 and whoever does 
not fall down ana worship shall im¬ 
mediately be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace.” 7 Therefore, as soon as all the 
peoples heard the sound of the horn, 
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 
every kind of music, all the peoples, 
nations, and languages fell down and 



Rescue from fiery furnace 
worshipped the golden image which 
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

8 Therefore at that time certain 
Chalde'ans came forward and mali¬ 
ciously accused the Jews. 9 They said 
to King Nebuchadnez'zar, “O king, 
live for ever! 10 You, O king, have made 
a decree, that every man who hears the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, 
shall fall down and worship the golden 
image; 11 and whoever does not fall 
down and worship shall be cast into a 
burning fiery furnace. 12 There are cer¬ 
tain Jews whom you have appointed 
over the affairs of the province of Baby¬ 
lon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'- 
nego. These men, O king, pay no heed 
to you; they do not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image which you 
have set up.” 

13 Then Nebuchadnez'zar in furious 
rage commanded that Shadrach, Me¬ 
shach, and Abed'nego be brought. 
Then they brought these men before 
the king, * 4 Nebuchadnez'zar said to 
them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Me¬ 
shach, and Abed'nego, that you do not 
serve my gods or worship the golden 
image which I have set up? 15 Now if 
you are ready when you hear the sound 
of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, 
bagpipe, and every kind of music, to 
fall down and worship the image which 
I have made, well and good; but if you 
do not worship, you shall immediately 
be cast into a burning fiery furnace; and 
who is the god that will deliver you out 
of my hands?” 

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'¬ 
nego answered the king, “O Nebuchad¬ 
nez'zar, we have no need to answer you 
in this matter. 17 If it be so, our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace; and he will 
deliver us out of your hand, O king. r 
18 But if not, be it known to you, O 
king, that we will not serve your gods or 
worship the golden image which you 
have set up.” 

19 Then Nebuchadnez'zar was full of 
fury, and the expression of his face was 
changed against Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed'nego. He ordered the furnace 
heated seven times more than it was 
wont to be heated. 20 And he ordered 
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certain mighty men of his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego, 
and to cast them into the burning fiery 
furnace. 21 Then these men were bound 
in their mantles,*' their tunics,'/ their 
hats, and their other garments, and they 
were cast into the burning fiery furnace. 
22 Because the king’s order was strict 
and the furnace very hot, the flame of 
the fire slew those men who took up 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego. 
23 And these three men, Shadrach, Me¬ 
shach, and Abed'nego, fell bound into 
the burning fiery furnace. 

24 Then King Nebuchadnez'zar was 
astonished and rose up in haste. He 
said to his counsellors, “Did we not cast 
three men bound into the fire?” They 
answered the king, “True, O king.” 
25 He answered, “But I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, 
and they are not hurt; and the appear¬ 
ance of the fourth is like a son of the 
gods.” 

26 Then Nebuchadnez'zar came 
near to the door of the burning fiery 
furnace and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed'nego, servants of the Most 
High God, come forth, and come here!” 
Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'¬ 
nego came out from the fire. 27 And the 
satraps, the prefects, the governors, and 
the king’s counsellors gathered together 
and saw that the fire had not had any 
power over the bodies of those men; the 
hair of their heads was not singed, their 
mantles^ were not harmed, and no smell 
of fire had come upon them. 28 Nebu¬ 
chadnez'zar said, “Blessed be the God 
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed'nego, 
who has sent his angel and delivered his 
servants, who trusted in him, and set at 
naught the king’s command, and 
yielded up their bodies rather than serve 
and worship any god except their own 
God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any 
people, nation, or language that speaks 
anything against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed'nego shall be torn 
limb from limb, and their houses laid in 
ruins; for there is no other god who is 
able to deliver in this way.” 3 <> Then the 
king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed'nego in the province of Babylon. 

4 f King Nebuchadnez'zar to all 
peoples, nations, and languages. 


* Or Behold, our God., .king. Or If ourGod it able to deliver us, he will deliver us from the burning fiery furnace 

* 01*331 its /Lzm* ^ “ The meaning of the Aramaic word is uncertain 
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DANIEL 4 782 The king’s dream of a tree 

that dwell in all the earth: Peace be wet with the dew of heaven; let his lot 
multiplied to you! 2 It has seemed good be with the beasts in the grass of the 
to me to show the signs and wonders earth; 16 let his mind be changed from 
that the Most High God has wrought a man’s, and let a beast’s mind be given 
toward me. to him; and let seven times pass over 

3 How great are his signs, him. 17 The sentence is by the decree of 

how mighty his wonders I the watchers, the decision by the word 

His kingdom is an everlasting king- of the holy ones, to the end that the liv- 
dom, ing may know that the Most High rules 

and his dominion is from genera- the kingdom of men, and gives it to 
tion to generation. whom he will, and sets over it the low- 

4/ I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at ease liest of men. 5 18 This dream I, King 
in my house and prospering in my Nebuchadnez'zar, saw. And you, O 
palace. 5 I had a dream which made me Belteshaz'zar, declare the interpreta- 
afraid; as I lay in bed the fancies ancl the tion, because all the wise men of my 
visions of my head alarmed me. kingdom are not able to make known to 

6 Therefore I made a decree that all the me the interpretation, but you are able, 
wise men of Babylon should be brought for the spirit of the holy gods^ is in you.’* 
before me, that they might make known 19 Then Daniel, whose name was 
to me the interpretation of the dream. Belteshaz'zar, was dismayed for a mo- 

7 Then the magicians, the enchanters, ment, and his thoughts alarmed him. 

the Chalde'ans, and the astrologers The king said, '‘Belteshaz'zar, let not 
came in; and I told them the dream, but the dream or the interpretation alarm 
they could not make known to me its you.” Belteshaz'zar answered, “My 
interpretation. 8 At last Daniel came in lord, may the dream be for those who 
before me—he who was named Belte- hate you and its interpretation for your 
shaz'zar after the name of my god, and enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which 
in whom is the spirit of the holy gods?— grew and became strong, so that its top 
and I told him the dream, saying, 9 “O reached to heaven, and it was visible to 
Belteshaz'zar, chief of the magicians, the end of the whole earth; 21 whose 
because I krow that the spirit of the leaves were fair and its fruit abundant, 
holy gods? is in you and that no mystery and in which was food for all; under 
is difficult for you, here \s h the dream which beasts of the field found shade, 
which I saw; tell me its interpretation, and in whose branches the birds of the 
10 The visions of my head as I lay in bed air dwelt— 22 it is you, O king, who have 
were these: I saw, and behold, a tree in grown and become strong. Your great- 
the midst of the earth; and its height ness has grown and reaches to heaven, 
was great. 11 The tree grew and became and your dominion to the ends of the 
strong, and its top reached to heaven, earth, 23 And whereas the king saw a 
and it was visible to the end of the whole watcher, a holy one, coming down from 
earth. 12 Its leaves were fair and its heaven and saying, 'Hew down the tree 
fruit abundant, and in it was food for and destroy it, but leave the stump of 
all. The beasts of the field found shade its roots in the earth, bound with a 
under it, and the birds of the air dwelt band of iron and bronze, in the tender 
in its branches, and all flesh was fed grass of the field; and let him be wet 
from it. with the dew of heaven; and let his lot 

13 “I saw in the visions of my head be with the beasts of the field, till seven 
as I lay in bed, and behold, a watcher, times pass over him*; 34 this is the in- 
a holy one, came down from heaven, terpretation, Oking: It is a decree of the 
14 He cried aloud and said thus, ‘Hew Most High, which has come upon my 
down the tree and cut off its branches, lord the king, 25 that you shall be driven 
strip off its leaves and scatter its fruit; from among men, and your dwelling 
let the beasts flee from under it and the shall be with the beasts of the field; you 
birds from its branches. 15 But leave the shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and 
stump of its roots in the earth, bound you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, 
with a band of iron and bronze, amid and seven times shall pass over you, till 
the tender grass of the field. Let him be you know that the Most High rules the 

/ Ch 4.1 in Aram v Or Spirit of the holy God h Cn: Aram visions of 1 Or Spirit of the holy God 
4.12, 21) Ezefc 17.23; 31.6; Mt 13.32; Mk 4.32; Lk 13.19. 
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kingdom of men, and gives it to whom me. My counsellors and my lords sought 
he will. 26 And as it was commanded to me, and I was established in my king- 
leave the stump of the roots of the tree, dom, and still more greatness was added 
your kingdom shall be sure for you from to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnez'zar, 
the time that you know that Heaven praise and extol and honour the King of 
rules. 27 Therefore, O king, let my heaven; for all his works are right and 
counsel be acceptable to you; break off his ways are just; and those who walk in 
your sins by practising righteousness, pride he is able to abase, 
and your iniquities by showing mercy King Bclshaz'zar made a great 

to the oppressed, that there may per- feast for a thousand of his lords, and 
haps be a lengthening of your tran- drank wine in front of the thousand, 
quillity.” 2 Belshaz'zar, when he tasted the 

28 All this came upon King Nebu- wine, commanded that the vessels of 
chadnez'zar. 29 At the end of twelve gold and of silver which Nebuchadnez 4 ' 
months he was walking on the roof of zar his father had taken out of the tem- 
the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the pie in Jerusalem be brought, that the 
king said, “Is not this great Babylon, king and his lords, his wives, and his 
which I have built by my mighty power concubines might drink from them, 
as a royal residence and for the glory of 3 Then they brought in the golden and 
my majesty?” 31 While the words were silver vessels! which had been taken out 
still in the king’s mouth, there fell a of the temple, the house of God in 
voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchad- Jerusalem; and the king and his lords, 
nez'zar, to you it is spoken: The king- his wives, and his concubines drank 
dom has departed from you, 32 and you from them. 4 They drank wine, and 
shall be driven from among men, and praised the gods of gold and silver, 
your dwelling shall be with the beasts of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, 
the field; and you shall be made to eat 5 Immediately the fingers of a man’s 
grass like an ox; and seven times shall hand appeared and wrote on the plaster 
pass over you, until you have learned of the wall of the king’s palace, opposite 
that the Most High rules the kingdom the lampstand; and the king saw the 
of men and gives it to whom he will.” hand as it wrote. 6 Then the king’s colour 
33 Immediately the word was fulfilled changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; 
upon Nebuchadnez'zar. He was driven his limbs gave way, and his knees 
from among men, and ate grass like an knocked together. 7 The king cried 
ox, and his body was wet with the dew aloud to bring in the enchanters, the 
of heaven till his hair grew as long as Chalde'ans, and the astrologers. The 
eagles’ feathers, and his nails were like king said to the wise men of Babylon, 
birds’ claws. “Whoever reads this writing, and shows 

34 At the end of the days I, Neb- me its interpretation, shall be clothed 
uchadnez'zar, lifted my eyes to heaven, with purple, and have a chain of gold 
and my reason returned to me, and I about his neck, and shall be the third 
blessed the Most High, and praised and ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Then all the 
honoured him who Eves for ever; king’s wise men came in, but they could 

for his dominion is an everlasting not read the writing or make known to 
dominion, the king the interpretation. 9 Then 

and his kingdom endures from King Belshaz'zar was greatly alarmed, 
generation to generation; and his colour changed; and his lords 

35 all the inhabitants of the earth are were perplexed. 

accounted as nothing; 10 The queen, because of the words 

and he does according to his will in of the king and his lords, came into the 
the host of heaven banqueting hall; and the queen said, 

and among the inhabitants of the “O king, live for ever I Let not your 
earth; thoughts alarm you or your colour 

and none can stay his hand change. 11 There is in your kingdom a 

or say to him, “What doest thou?” man in whom is the spirit of the holy 
36 At the same time my reason returned gods.* In the days of your father light 
to me; and for the glory of my kingdom, and understanding and wisdom, like the 
my majesty and splendour returned to wisdom of the gods, were found in him, 

3 Theodotion Vg: Aram golden vessels * Or Spirit of the holy God 
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and King Nebuchadnez'zar, your fa¬ 
ther, made him chief of the magicians, 
enchanters, Chalde'ans, and astrolo¬ 
gers,* 12 because an excellent spirit, 
knowledge, and understanding to in¬ 
terpret dreams, explain riddles, and 
solve problems were found in this 
Daniel, whom the king named Belte- 
shaz'zar. Now let Danid be called, and 
he will show the interpretation.’* 

13 Then Daniel was brought in be¬ 
fore the king. The king said to Daniel, 
“You are that Danid, one of the exiles 
of Judah, whom the king my father 
brought from Judah. 14 I have heard 
of you that the spirit of the holy gods* 
is in you, and that light and under¬ 
standing and excellent wisdom are 
found in you. 15 Now the wise men, the 
enchanters, have been brought in before 
me to read this writing and make known 
to me its interpretation; but they could 
not show the interpretation of the 
matter. 16 But I have heard that you can 
give interpretations and solve problems. 
Now if you can read the writing and 
make known to me its interpretation, 
you shall be clothed with purple, and 
have a chain of gold about your neck, 
and shall be the third ruler in the king¬ 
dom.** 

17 Then Danid answered before the 
king, “Let your gifts be for yourself, 
ana give your rewards to another; 
nevertheless I will read the writing to 
the king and make known to him the 
interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High 
God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father 
kingship and greatness and glory and 
majesty; 19 and because of the greatness 
that he gave him, all peoples, nations, 
and languages trembled and feared be¬ 
fore him; whom he would he slew, and 
whom he would he kept alive; whom he 
would he raised up, and whom he would 
he put down. 20 But when his heart was 
lifted up and his spirit was hardened so 
that he dealt proudly, he was deposed 
from his kingly throne, and his glory 
was taken from him; 21 he was driven 
from among men, and his mind was 
made like that of a beast, and his dwell¬ 
ing was with the wild asses; he was fed 
grass like an ox, and his body was wet 
with the dew of heaven, until he knew 
that the Most High God rules the 
kingdom of men, and sets over it whom 
he will. 22 And you his son, Belshaz'zar, 

* Aram repeat* the king your father 


have not humbled your heart, though 
you knew all this, 23 but you have lifted 
up yourself against the Lord of heaven; 
and the vessels of his house have been 
brought in before you, and you and your 
lords, your wives, and your concubines 
have drunk wine from them; and you 
have praised the gods of silver and gold, 
of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which 
do not see or hear or know, but the 
God in whose hand is your breath, and 
whose are all your ways, you have not 
honoured. 

24 “Then from his presence the hand 
was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 
25 And this is the writing that was in¬ 
scribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and 
parsin. 26 This is the interpretation of 
the matter: mene, God has numbered 
the days of your kingdom and brought 
it to an end; 27 tekel, you have been 
weighed in the balances and found 
wanting; 28 peres, your kingdom is 
divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians.” 

29 Then Belshaz'zar commanded, 
and Daniel was clothed with purple, a 
chain of gold was put about his neck, 
and proclamation was made concerning 
him, that he should be the third ruler in 
the kingdom. 

30 That very night Belshaz'zar the 
Chalde'an king was slain. 31 And Darius 
the Mede received the kingdom, being 
about sixty-two years old. 

It pleased Darius to set over the 
kingdom a hundred and twenty 
satraps, to be throughout the whole 
kingdom; 2 and over them three presi¬ 
dents, of whom Daniel was one, to 
whom these satraps should give ac¬ 
count, so that the king might suffer no 
loss. 3 Then this Daniel became dis¬ 
tinguished above all the other presi¬ 
dents and satraps, because an excellent 
spirit was in him; and the king planned 
to set him over the whole kingdom. 
4 Then the presidents and the satraps 
sought to find a ground for complaint 
against Daniel with regard to the king¬ 
dom; but they could find no ground for 
complaint or any fault, because he was 
faithful, and no error or fault was found 
in him. 3 Then these men said, “We 
shall not find any ground for complaint 
against this Daniel unless we find it 
in connection with the law of his 
God.** 
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6 Then these presidents and satraps 
came by agreementto the king and 
said to him, “O King Darius, live for 
ever! 7 All the presidents of the king¬ 
dom, the prefects and the satraps, the 
counsellors and the governors are agreed 
that the king should establish an ordi¬ 
nance and enforce an interdict, that 
whoever makes petition to any god or 
man for thirty days, except to you, O 
king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 
3 Now, O king, establish the interdict 
and sign the document, so that it cannot 
be changed, according to the law of the 
Medes and the Persians, which cannot 
be revoked.” 9 Therefore King Darius 
signed the document and interdict. 

10 When Daniel knew that the docu¬ 
ment had been signed, he went to his 
house where he had windows in his 
upper chamber open toward Jerusalem; 
and he got down upon his knees three 
times a day and prayed and gave thanks 
before his God, as he had done previ¬ 
ously. 11 Then these men came by 
agreement TO and found Daniel making 
petition and supplication before his 
God. 12 Then they came near and said 
before the king, concerning the inter¬ 
dict, “O king! Did you not sign an 
interdict, that any man who makes 
petition to any god or man within 
thirty days except to you, O king, shall 
be cast into the den of lions?” The king 
answered, “The tiling stands fast, ac¬ 
cording to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be revoked.” 
13 Then they answered before the king, 
“That Daniel, who is one of the exiles 
from Judah, pays no heed to you, O 
king, or the interdict you have signed, 
but makes his petition three times a 
day.” 

14 Then the king, when he heard 
these words, was much distressed, and 
set his mind to deliver Daniel; and he 
laboured till the sun went down to 
rescue him. 15 Then these men came by 
agreement m to the king, and said to the 
king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of 
the Medes and Persians that no inter¬ 
dict or ordinance which the king 
establishes can be changed.” , 

16 Then the king commanded, and 
Daniel was brought and cast into the 
den of lions. The king said to Daniel, 
“May your God, whom you serve con- 

m Or thronging 
&22i 2 Tim 4.17. 
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tinually, deliver you!” 17 And a stone 
was brought and laid upon the mouth 
of the den, and the king sealed it with 
his own signet and with the signet of 
his lords, that nothing might be changed 
concerning Daniel. 18 Then the king 
went to his palace, and spent the night 
fasting; no diversions were brought to 
him, and sleep fled from him. 

19 Then, at break of day, the king 
arose and went in haste to the den of 
lions. 2U When he came near to the den 
where Daniel was, he cried out in a 
tone of anguish and said to Daniel, “O 
Daniel, servant of the living God, has 
your God, whom you serve con¬ 
tinually, been able to deliver you from 
the lions?” 21 Then Daniel said to the 
king, “O king, live for ever! 22 My God 
sent his angel and shut the lions’ 
mouths, and they have not hurt me, 
because I was found blameless before 
him; and also before you, O king, I have 
done no wrong.” 23 Then the king was 
exceedingly glad, and commanded that 
Daniel be taken up out of the den. So 
Daniel was taken up out of the den, and 
no kind of hurt was found upon him, 
because he had trusted in his God. 
24 And the king commanded, and those 
men who had accused Daniel were 
brought and cast into the den of lions— 
they, their children, and their wives; 
and before they reached the bottom of 
the den the lions overpowered them and 
broke all their bones in pieces. 

25 Then King Darius wrote to all 
the peoples, nations, and languages that 
dwell in all the earth: “Peace be 
multiplied to you. 26 I make a decree, 
that in all my royal dominion men 
tremble and fear before the God of 
Daniel, 

for he is the living God, 
enduring for ever; 

his kingdom shall never be de¬ 
stroyed, 

and his dominion shall be to the 
end. 

27 He delivers and rescues, 

he works signs and wonders 
in heaven and on earth, 
he who has saved Daniel 

from the power of the lions.** 

28 So this Daniel prospered during 
the reign of Darius and the reign of 
Cyrus the Persian. 



DANIEL 7 786 Dream of four beasts 


7 In the first year of Belshaz'zar king 
of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and 
visions of his head as he lay in his bed. 
Then he wrote down the dream, and 
told the sum of the matter. 2 Daniel 
said, “I saw in my vision by night, and 
behold, the four winds of heaven were 
stirring up the great sea. 3 And four 
great beasts came up out of the sea, 
different from one another. 4 The first 
was like a lion and had eagles’ wings. 
Then as I looked its wings were plucked 
off, and it was lifted up from the ground 
and made to stand upon two feet like a 
man; and the mind of a man was given 
to it. 5 And behold, another beast, a 
second one, like a bear. It was raised up 
on one side; it had three ribs in its 
mouth between its teeth; and it was 
told, ‘Arise, devour 1 much flesh.* 6 After 
this I looked, and lo, another, like a 
leopard, with four wings of a bird on its 
back; and the beast had four heads; and 
dominion was given to it. 7 After this I 
saw in the night visions, and behold, a 
fourth beast, terrible and dreadful and 
exceedingly strong; and it had great 
iron teeth; it devoured and broke in 
pieces, and stamped the residue with its 
feet. It was different from all the beasts 
that were before it; and it had ten 
horns. 8 I considered the horns, and 
behold, there came up among them 
another horn, a little one, before which 
three of the first horns were plucked up 
by the roots; and behold, in this horn 
were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a 
mouth speaking great things. 9 As I 
looked, 

thrones were placed 

and one that was ancient of days 
took his seat; 

his raiment was white as snow, 
and the hair of his head like pure 
wool; 

his throne was fiery flames, 
its wheels were burning fire. 

19 A stream of fire issued 

and came forth from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, 
and ten thousand times ten thou¬ 
sand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, 
and the books were opened. 

11 1 looked then because of the sound of 


the great words which the horn was 
speaking. And as I looked, the beast 
was slain, and its body destroyed and 
given over to be burned with fire. 12 As 
for the rest of the beasts, their dominion 
was taken away, but their lives were 
prolonged for a season and a time. 13 1 
saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 
and was presented before him. 

14 And to him was given dominion 
and glory and kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and lan¬ 
guages 

should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting .do¬ 
minion, 

which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 

that shall not be destroyed. 

15 “As for me, Daniel, my spirit 
within me was anxious and the visions 
of my head alarmed me. 16 1 approached 
one of those who stood there and asked 
him the truth concerning all this. So he 
told me, and made known to me the 
interpretation of the things. 17 ‘These 
four great beasts are four kings who 
shall arise out of the earth. JS But the 
saints of the Most High shall receive the 
kingdom, and possess the kingdom for 
ever, for ever and ever.* 

19 “Then I desired to know the truth 
concerning the fourth beast, which was 
different from all the rest, exceedingly 
terrible, with its teeth of iron and claws 
of bronze; and which devoured and 
broke in pieces, and stamped the residue 
with its feet; 20 and concerning the ten 
horns that were on its head, and the 
other horn which came up and before 
which three of them fell, the horn which 
had eyes and a mouth that spoke great 
things, and which seemed greater than 
its fellows. 21 As I looked, this horn 
made war with the saints, and prevailed 
over them, 22 until the Ancient of Days 
came, and judgment was given for the 
saints of the Most High, and the time 
came when the saints received the 
kingdom. 

23 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth 
beast. 
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there shall be a fourth kingdom on 
earth, 

which shall be different from all the 
lungdoms, 

and it shall devour the whole earth, 
and trample it down, and break it 
to pieces. 

24 As for the ten horns, 
out of this kingdom 

ten kings shall arise, 
and another shall arise after them; 
he shall be different from the former 
ones, 

and shall put down three kings. 

25 He shall speak words against the 

Most High, 

and shall wear out the saints of the 
Most High, 

and shall think to change the times 
and the law; 

and they shall be given into his hand 
for a time, two times, and half a 
time. 

26 But the court shall sit in judgment, 

and his dominion shall be taken 
away, 

to be consumed and destroyed to 
the end. 

27 And the kingdom and the dominion 

and the greatness of the kingdoms 
under the whole heaven 
shall be given to the people of the 
saints of the Most High; 
their kingdom shall be an everlasting 
kingdom, 

and all dominions shall serve 
and obey them.’ 

28 “Here is the end of the matter. As 
for me, Daniel, my thoughts greatly 
alarmed me, and my colour changed; 
but I kept the matter in my mind.’* 

In the third year of the reign of 
O King JBelshaz'zar a vision appeared 
to me, Daniel, after that which appeared 
to me at the first. 2 And 1 saw in the 
vision; and when I saw, I was in Susa 
the capital, which is in the province of 
Elam; and I saw in the vision, and I was 
at the river U'lai. 3 I raised my eyes and 
saw, and behold, a ram standing on the 
bank of the river. It had two horns; and 
both horns were high, but one was 
higher than the other, and the higher 
one came up last. 4 I saw the ram charg¬ 
ing westward and northward and south¬ 
ward; no beast could stand before him, 
and there was no one who could rescue 

” Heb obscure 
7.25: Rev 12.14. 


from his power; he did as he pleased 
and magnified himself. 

5 As I was considering, behold, a he- 
goat came from the west across the face 
of the whole earth, without touching 
the ground; and the goat had a con¬ 
spicuous horn between his eyes. 6 He 
came to the ram with the two horns, 
which I had seen standing on the bank 
of the river, and he ran at him in his 
mighty wrath. 7 I saw him come close 
to the ram, and he was enraged against 
him and struck the ram and broke his 
two horns; and the ram had no power 
to stand before him, but he cast him 
down to the ground and trampled upon 
him; and there was no one who could 
rescue the ram from his power. 8 Then 
the he-goat magnified himself exceed¬ 
ingly; but when he was strong, the 
great horn was broken, and instead of it 
there came up four conspicuous horns 
toward the four winds of heaven. 

9 Out of one of them came forth a 
little horn, which grew exceedingly 
great toward the south, toward the 
cast, and toward the glorious land. 10 It 
grew great, even to the host of heaven; 
and some of the host of the stars it cast 
down to the ground, and trampled upon 
them. 11 It magnified itself, even up to 
the Prince of the host; and the con¬ 
tinual burnt offering was taken away 
from him, and the place of his sanctuary 
was overthrown. * 2 And the host was 
given over to it together with the con¬ 
tinual burnt offering through trans¬ 
gression ; n and truth was cast down to 
the ground, and the horn acted and 
prospered. 13 Then I heard a holy one 
speaking; and another holy one said to 
the one that spoke, “For how long is the 
vision concerning the continual burnt 
offering, the transgression that makes 
desolate, and the giving over of the 
sanctuary and host to be trampled under 
foot?” 0 14 And he said to him,* “For 
two thousand and three hundred 
evenings and mornings; then the sanc¬ 
tuary shall be restored to its rightful 
state.” 

15 When I, Daniel, had seen the 
vision, I sought to understand it; and 
behold, there stood before me one 
having the appearance of a man. 16 And 
I heard a man*s voice between the banks 
of the Ulai, and it called, “Gabriel, 
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make this man understand the vision.” 
17 So he came near where I stood; and 
when he came, I was frightened and fell 
upon my face. But he said to me, 
“Understand, O son of man, that the 
vision is for the time of the end.” 

18 As he was speaking to me, I fell 
into a deep sleep with my face to the 
ground; but he touched me and set me 
on my feet. 19 He said, “Behold, I will 
make known to you what shall be at 
the latter end of the indignation; for it 
pertains to the appointed time of the 
end. 20 As for the ram which you saw 
with the two horns, these are the kings 
of Media and Persia. 2, And the he- 
goat« is the king of Greece; and the 
great horn between his eyes is the first 
king. ^As for the horn that was broken, 
in place of which four others arose, four 
kingdoms shall arise from his»' nation, 
but not with his power. 23 And at the 
latter end of their rule, when the trans¬ 
gressors have reached their full meas¬ 
ure, a king of bold countenance, one 
who understands riddles, shall arise. 
24 His power shall be great,'' and he shall 
cause fearful destruction, and shall suc¬ 
ceed in what' he does, and destroy 
mighty men and the people of the 
saints. 25 By his cunning he shall make 
deceit prosper under his hand, and in 
his own mind he shall magnify himself. 
Without warning he shall destroy 
many; and he shall even rise up against 
the Prince of princes; but, by no human 
hand, he shall be broken. 26 The vision 
of the evenings and the mornings which 
has been told is true; but seal up the 
vision, for it pertains to many days 
hence.” 

27 And I, Daniel, was overcome and 
lay sick for some days; then I rose and 
went about the king’s business; but I 
was appalled by the vision and did not 
understand it. 

In the first year of Darius the son 
of Ahasu-e'rus, by birth a Mede, 
who became king over the realm of the 
Chalde'ans— 2 in the first year of his 
reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books 
the number of years which, according to 
the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the 
prophet, must pass before the end of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, namely, sev¬ 
enty years. 

3 Then I turned my face to the Lord 

® Or shaggy he-goat r Theodotion Gk Vg: Heb the 
* Theodotion and Beatty papyrus of Gk: Heb repeats l 


God, seeking him by prayer and sup¬ 
plications with fasting and sackcloth 
and ashes. 4 I prayed to the Lord my 
God and made confession, saying, “O 
Lord, the great and terrible God, who 
kcepest covenant and steadfast love 
with those who love him and keep his 
commandments, 5 we have sinned and 
done wrong and acted wickedly and 
rebelled, turning aside from thy com¬ 
mandments and ordinances; 6 we have 
not listened to thy servants the proph¬ 
ets, who spoke in thy name to our kings, 
our princes, and our fathers, and to all 
the people of the land. 7 To thee, O 
Lord, belongs .righteousness, but to us 
confusion of face, as at this day, to the 
men of Judah, to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those that 
are near and those that are far away, in 
all the lands to which thou hast driven 
them, because of the treachery which 
they have committed against thee. 
8 To us, O Lord, belongs confusion of 
face, to our kings, to our princes, and 
to our fathers, because we have sinned 
against thee, 9 To the Lord our God 
belong mercy and forgiveness; because 
we have rebelled against him, 19 and 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord 
our God by following his laws, which 
he set before us by his servants the 
prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed 
thy law and turned aside, refusing to 
obey thy voice. And the curse and oath 
which are written in the law of Moses 
the servant of God have been poured 
out upon us, because we have sinned 
against him. 12 He has confirmed his 
words, which he spoke against us and 
against our rulers who ruled us, by 
bringing upon us a great calamity; for 
under the whole heaven there has not 
been done the like of what has been done 
against Jerusalem. 13 As it is written 
in the law of Moses, all this calamity has 
come upon us, yet we have not entreated 
the favour of the Lord our God, turning 
from our iniquities and giving heed to 
thy truth. 14 Therefore the Lord has 
kept ready the calamity and has brought 
it upon us; for the Lord our God is 
righteous in all the works which he has 
done, and we have not obeyed his voice. 
15 And now, O Lord our God, who didst 
bring thy people out of the land of 
Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast 

r not with his power from verse 22 



Gabriel brings an answer 
made thee a name, as at this day, we 
have sinned, we have done wickedly. 

O Lord, according to all thy righteous 
acts, let thy anger and thy wrath turn 
away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy 
hill; because for our sins, and for the 
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and 
thy people have become a byword 
among all who are round about us. 
17 Now therefore, O our God, hearken 
to the prayer of thy servant and to his 
supplications, and for thy own sake, O 
Lord,* cause thy face to shine upon thy 
sanctuary, which is desolate. 18 O my 
God, incline thy ear and hear; open thy 
eyes and behold our desolations, and the 
city which is called by thy name; for we 
do not present our supplications before 
thee on the ground of our righteous¬ 
ness, but on the ground of thy great 
mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, for¬ 
give; O Lord, give heed and act; delay 
not, for thy own sake, O my God, be¬ 
cause thy city and thy people are called 
by thy name.” 

20 While I was speaking and praying, 
confessing my sin and the sin of my 
people Israel, and presenting my sup¬ 
plication before the Lord my God for 
the holy hill of my God; 21 while I was 
speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, 
whom I had seen in the vision at the 
first, came to me in swift flight at the 
time of the evening sacrifice. 22 He 
came" and he said to me, “O Daniel, I 
have now come out to give you wisdom 
and understanding. 23 At the beginning 
of your supplications a word went forth, 
and I have come to tell it to you, for you 
are greatly beloved; therefore consider 
the word and understand the vision. 

24 “Seventy weeks of years are de¬ 
creed concerning your people and your 
holy city, to finish the transgression, to 
put an end to sin, and to atone for in¬ 
iquity, to bring in everlasting righteous¬ 
ness, to seal both vision and prophet, 
and to anoint a most holy place. v 
25 Know therefore and understand that 
from the going forth of the word to 
restore and build Jerusalem to the com¬ 
ing of an anointed one, a prince, there 
shall be seven weeks. Then for sixty-two 
weeks it shall be built again with squares 
and moat, but in a troubled time. 26 And 
after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed 

* Theodotion Vg Compare Syr: Heb for the Lord's sake 
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one shall be cut off, and shall have noth¬ 
ing ; and the people of the prince who is 
to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. Its™ end shall come with a 
fiood, and to the end there shall be war; 
desolations are decreed. 27 And he shall 
make a strong covenant with many for 
one week; and for half of the week he 
shall cause sacrifice and offering to 
cease; and upon the wing of abomina¬ 
tions shall come one who makes deso¬ 
late, until the decreed end is poured out 
on the desolator.” 

i /k In the third year of Cyrus king 
lv of Persia a word was revealed to 
Daniel, who was named Belteshaz'zar. 
And the word was true, and it was a 
great conflict. And he understood the 
word and had understanding of the 
vision. 

2 In those days I, Daniel, was 
mourning for three weeks. 3 I ate no 
delicacies, no meat or wine entered my 
mouth, nor did I anoint myself at ail, 
for the full three weeks. 4 On the 
twenty-fourth day of the first month, as 
.1 was standing on the bank of the great 
river, that is, the Tigris, 5 I lifted up 
my eyes and looked, and behold, a man 
clothed in linen, whose loins were 
girded with gold of Uphaz. 6 His body 
was like beryl, his face like the ap¬ 
pearance of lightning, his eyes like 
flaming torches, his arms and legs like 
the gleam of burnished bronze, and the 
sound of his words like the noise of a 
multitude. 7 And I, Daniel, alone saw 
the vision, for the men who were with 
me did not see the vision, but a great 
trembling fell upon them, and they 
fled to hide themselves. 8 So I was left 
alone and saw this great vision, and no 
strength was left in me; my radiant ap¬ 
pearance was fearfully changed, and I 
retained no strength. 9 Then I heard the 
sound of his words; and when I heard 
the sound of his words, I fell on my face 
in a deep sleep with my face to the 
ground. 

10 And behold, a hand touched me 
and set me trembling on my hands and 
knees. 11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, 
man greatly beloved, give heed to the 
words that I speak to you, and stand 
upright, for now I have been sent to 
you.” While he was speaking this word 
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to me, I stood up trembling’. 12 Then he shall be broken and divided toward the 
said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from four winds of heaven, but not to his 
the first day that you set your mind to posterity, nor according to the dominion 
understand and humbled yourself be- with which he ruled; for his kingdom 
fore your God, your words have been shall be plucked up and go to others 
heard, and I have come because of your besides these. 

words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of 5 “Then the king of the south shall be 
Persia withstood me twenty-one days; strong, but one of his princes shall be 
but Michael, one of the chief princes, stronger than he and his dominion shall 
came to help me, so I left him there with be a great dominion. 6 After some years 
the prince of the kingdom of Persia* they shall make an alliance, and the 
14 and came to make you understand daughter of the king of the south shall 
what is to befall your people in the come to the king of the north to make 
latter days. For the vision is for days yet peace; but she shall not retain the 
to come.” strength of her arm, and he and his 

15 When he had spoken to me ac- offspring shall not endure; but she shall 
cording to these words, I turned my face be given up, and her attendants, her 
toward the ground and was dumb, child, and he who got possession of*> 
16 And behold, one in the likeness of the her. 

sons of men touched my lips; then I 7 “In those times a branch 2 from 

opened my mouth and spoke. I said to her roots shall arise in his place; he 

him who stood before me, “O my lord, shall come against the army and enter 
by reason of the vision pains have come the fortress of the king of the north, and 
upon me, and I retain no strength, he shall deal with them and shall pre- 
17 How can my lord’s servant talk with vail. 8 He shall also carry off to Egypt 
my lord? For now no strength remains their gods with their molten images and 
in me, and no breath is left in me.” with their precious vessels of silver and 
18 Again one having the appearance of gold; and for some years he shall 
of a man touched me and strengthened refrain from attacking the king of the 
me. ly And he said, “O man greatly be- north. 9 Then the latter shall come into 
loved, fear not, peace be with you; be the realm of the king of the south but 
strong and of good courage.” And when shall return into his own land, 
he spoke to me, I was strengthened and 10 “His sons shall wage war and as- 
said, “Let my lord speak, for you have semble a multitude of great forces, 
strengthened me.” 20 Then he said, “Do which shall come on and overflow and 
you know why I have come to you? But pass through, and again shall carry the 
now I will return to fight against the war as far as his fortress. 11 Then the 
prince of Persia; and when I am king of the south, moved with anger, 
through with him, lo, the prince of shall come out and fight with the king 
Greece will come. 21 But I will tell you of the north; and he shall raise a great 
what is inscribed in the book of truth: multitude, but it shall be given into his 
there is none who contends by my side hand. 12 And when the multitude is 
against these except Michael, your taken, his heart shall be exalted, and he 

U prince. lAnd as for me, in the shall cast down tens of thousands, but 
first year of Darius the Mede, I he shall not prevail. 13 For the king of 
stood up to confirm and strengthen him. the north shall again raise a multitude, 
2 “And now I will show you the greater than the former; and after some 
truth. Behold, three more kings shall years" he shall come on with a great 
arise in Persia; and a fourth shall be far army and abundant supplies, 

richer than all of them; and when he has 14 “In those times many shall rise 

become strong through his riches, he against the king of the south; and the 
shall stir up all against the kingdom of men of violence among your own people 
Greece. 3 Then a mighty king shall shall lift themselves up in order to fulfil 
arise, who shall rule with great do- the vision; but they shall fail. 15 Then 
minion and do according to his will, the king of the north shall come and 
4 And when he has arisen, his kingdom throw up siegeworks, and take a well- 

* Theodotion Compare Gk: Hcb I was left there with the kings of Persia v Or supported 
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fortified city. And the forces of the 
south shall not stand, or even his picked 
troops, for there shall be no strength to 
stand. 56 But he who comes against him 
shall do according to his own will, and 
none shall stand before him; and he 
shall stand in the glorious land, and all 
of it shall be in his power. 17 He shall 
set his face to come with the strength of 
his whole kingdom, and he shall bring 
terms of peace* and perform them. He 
shall give him the daughter of women 
to destroy the kingdom ; r but it shall not 
stand or be to his advantage. ^After¬ 
ward he shall turn his face to the coast- 
lands, and shall take many of them; but 
a commander shall put an end to his 
insolence; indeed'' he shall turn his 
insolence back upon him. Then he 
shall turn his face back toward the 
fortresses of his own land; but he shall 
stumble and fail, and shall not be found. 

20 “Then shall arise in his place one 
who shall send an exactor of tribute 
through the glory of the kingdom; but 
within a few days he shall be broken, 
neither in anger nor in battle. 21 In 
his place shall arise a contemptible 
person to whom royal majesty has not 
been given; he shall come in without 
warning and obtain the kingdom by 
flatteries. ^Armies shall be utterly 
swept away before him and broken, and 
the prince of the covenant also. 23 And 
from the time that an alliance is made 
with him he shall act deceitfully; and 
he shall become strong with a small 
people. 24 Without warning he shall 
come into the richest parts f of the 
province; and he shall do what neither 
his fathers nor his fathers’ fathers 
have done, scattering among them 
plunder, spoil, and goods. He shall 
devise plans against strongholds, but 
only for a time. 25 And he shall stir up 
his power and his courage against the 
king of the south with a great army; 
and the king of the south shall wage war 
with an exceedingly great and mighty 
army; but he shall not stand, for plots 
shall be devised against him. 26 Even 
those who eat his rich food shall be his 
undoing; his army shall be swept away, 
and many shall fall down slain. 27 And 
as for the two kings, their minds shall be 
bent on mischief; they shall speak lies at 
the same table, but to no avail; for the 


end is yet to be at the time appointed. 
28 And he shall return to his land with 
great substance, but his heart shall be 
set against the holy covenant. And he 
shall work his will, and return to his 
own land. 

29 “At the time appointed he shall 
return and come into the south; but it 
shall not be this time as it was before. 
30 i<’ or ships of Kittim shall come against 
him, and he shall be afraid and with¬ 
draw, and shall turn back and be en¬ 
raged and take action against the holy 
covenant. He shall turn back and give 
heed to those who forsake the holy cove¬ 
nant. 31 Forces from him shall appear 
and profane die temple and fortress, and 
shall take away the continual burnt of¬ 
fering. And they shall set up the 
abomination that makes desolate. 32 He 
shall seduce with flattery those who 
violate the covenant; but the people 
who know their God shall stand firm 
and take action. 33 And those among the 
people who are wise shall make many 
understand, though they shall fall by 
sword and flame, by captivity and 
plunder, for some days. 34 When they 
fall, they shall receive a little help. And 
many shall join themselves to them with 
flattery; 35 and some of those who are 
wise shall fall, to refine and to cleanse 
them/ and to make them white, until 
the time of the end, for it is yet for the 
time appointed. 

36 “And the king shall do according 
to his will; he shall exalt himself and 
magnify himself above every god, and 
shall speak astonishing tilings against 
the God of ^ods. He shall prosper till 
the indignation is accomplished; for 
what is determined shall be done. 37 He 
shall give no heed to the gods of his 
fathers, or to the one beloved by 
women; he shall not give heed to any 
other god, for he shall magnify himself 
above all. 3H He shall honour the god of 
fortresses instead of these; a god whom 
his fathers did not know he shall honour 
with gold and silver, with precious 
stones and cosdy gifts. 39 He shall deal 
with the strongest fortresses by the help 
of a foreign god; those who acknowl¬ 
edge him he shall magnify with honour. 
He shall make them rulers over many 
and shall divide the land for a price. 

40 “At the time of the end the king 


b Gk: Heb upright ones c Heb her or »r Heb obscure f Or among the richest men 
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of the south shall attack? him; but the 
king of the north shall rush upon him 
like a whirlwind, with chariots and 
horsemen, and with many ships; and he 
shall come into countries and shall over¬ 
flow and pass through. *i He shall come 
into the glorious land. And tens of 
thousands shall fall, but these shall be 
delivered out of his hand: Edom and 
Moab and the main part of the Am¬ 
monites. 42 He shall stretch out his hand 
against the countries, and the land of 
Egypt shall not escape. 43 He shall be¬ 
come ruler of the treasures of gold and 
of silver, and all the precious things of 
Egypt; and the Libyans and the Ethio¬ 
pians shall follow in his train. 44 But 
tidings from the east and the north shall 
alarm him, and he shall go forth with 
great fury to exterminate and utterly 
destroy many. 45 And he shall pitch his 
palatial tents between the sea and the 
glorious holy mountain; yet he shall 
come to his end, with none to help 
him. 

-| “At that time shall arise Michael, 

XjL the great prince who has charge 
of your people. And there shall be a 
time of trouble, such as never has been 
since there was a nation till that time; 
but at that time your people shall be 
delivered, every one whose name shall 
be found written. in the book. 2 And 
many of those who sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlast¬ 
ing life, and some to shame and ever¬ 
lasting contempt. 3 And those who are 
wise shall shine like the brightness of 
the firmament; and those who turn 
many to righteousness, like the stars for 


792 ; Michael's help in trouble 

ever and ever. 4 But you, Daniel, shut 
up the words, and seal the book, until 
the time of the end. Many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall increase.” 

5 Then I Daniel looked, and behold, 
two others stood, one on this bank of 
the stream and one on that bank of the 
stream. 6 And l h said to the man 
clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the stream, “How long shall it 
be till the end of these wonders?” 7 The 
man clothed in linen, who was above the 
waters of the stream, raised his right 
hand and his left hand toward heaven; 
and I heard him swear by him who lives 
for ever that it would be for a time, two 
times, and half a time; and that when 
the shattering of the power of the holy 
people comes to an end all these things 
would be accomplished. 8 I heard, but I 
did not understand. Then I said, “O 
my lord, what shall be the issue of these 
things?” 9 He said, “Go your way, 
Daniel, for the words are shut up and 
sealed until the time of the end. 10 Many 
shall purify themselves, and make them¬ 
selves white, and be refined; but the 
wicked shall do wickedly; and none of 
the wicked shall understand; but those 
who are wise shall understand. 11 And 
from the time that the continual burnt 
offering is taken away, and the abomina¬ 
tion that makes desolate is set up, there 
shall be a thousand two hundred and 
ninety days. 12 Blessed is he who waits 
and comes to the thousand three hun¬ 
dred and thirty-five days. 13 But go your 
way till the end; and you shall rest, and 
shall stand in your allotted place at the 
end of the days.” 


THE BOOK OF 

HOSEA 


I The word of the Lord that came to 
Hose'a the son of Be-e'ri, in the 
days of Uzzi'ah, Jotham, Ahaz, and 
Hezeki'ah, kings of Judah, and in the 
days of Jerobo'am the son of Jo'ash, 
king of Israel. 

2 When die Lord first spoke through 


Hose'a, the Lord said to Hose'a, “Go, 
take to yourself a wife of harlotry and 
have children of harlotry, for the land 
commits great harlotry by forsaking the 
Lord.” 3 So he went and took Gomer 
the daughter of Dibla'im, and she con¬ 
ceived and bore him a son. 
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4 And the Lord said to him, “Call 
his name Jezreel; for yet a little while, 
and I will punish the house of Jehu for 
the blood of Jezreel, and 1 will put an 
end to the kingdom of the house of 
Israel. 5 And on that day, I will break the 
bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.’* 

6 She conceived again and bore a 
daughter. And the Lord said to him, 
“Call her name Not pitied, for I will no 
more have pity on the house of Israel, 
to forgive them at all. 7 But I will have 
pity on the house of Judah, and I will 
deliver them by the Lord their God; I 
will not deliver them by bow, nor by 
sword, nor by war, nor by horses, nor 
by horsemen.** 

8 When she had weaned Not pitied, 
she conceived and bore a son. 9 And the 
Lord said, “Call his name Not my 
people, for you are not my people and I 
am not your God.” a 

lQ ft Yet the number of the people of 
Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, 
which can be neither .measured nor 
numbered ; and in the place where it was 
said to them, “You are not my people,’* 
it shall be said to them, “Sons of the 
living God.” 11 And the people of Judah 
and the people of Israel shall be gath¬ 
ered together, and they shall appoint for 
themselves one head; and they shall go 
up from the land, for great shall be the 
day of Jezreel. 

e Say to your brother , 1d “My 
people,” and to your sister,* “She 
has obtained pity,” 

2 “Plead with your mother, plead— 

for she is not my wife, 
and I am not her husband— 
that she put away her harlotry from 
her face, 

and her adultery from between her 
breasts; 

3 lest I strip her naked 

and make her as in the day she was 
bom, 

and make her like a wilderness, 
and set her like a parched land, 
and slay her with thirst. 

4 Upon her children also I will have no 

Pity, 

because they are children of har¬ 
lotry. 

3 For their mother has played the 
harlot; 
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she that conceived them has acted 
shamefully. 

For she said, ‘I will go after my 
lovers, 

who give me my bread and my 
water, 

my wool and my flax, my oil and 
my drink.* 

6 Therefore I will hedge up her 7- way 

with thorns; 

and I will build a wall against her, 
so that she cannot find her paths* 

7 She shall pursue her lovers, 

but not overtake them; 
and she shall seek them, 
but shall not find them. 

Then she shall say, ‘I will go 

and return to my first husband, 
for it was better with me then 
than now.* 

8 And she did not know 

that it was I who gave her 
the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and who lavished upon her silver 
and gold which they used for Ba aL 

9 Therefore I will take back 

my grain in its time, 
and my wine in its season; 
and I will take away my wool and my 
flax, 

which were to cover her nakedness. 

10 Now I will uncover her lewdness 

in the sight of her lovers, 
and no one shall rescue her out of 
my hand. 

11 And I will put an end to all her mirth, 

her feasts, her new moons, her 
sabbaths, 

and all her appointed feasts. 

12 And I will lay waste her vines and her 

fig trees, 

of which she said, 

‘These are my hire, 

which my lovers have given me.’ 

I will make them a forest, 
and the beasts of the field shall 
devour them. 

13 And I will punish her for the feast 

days of the Ba'als 
when she burned incense to them 
and decked herself with her ring and 
jewelry, 

and went after her lovers, 
and forgot me, says the Lord. 

14 “Therefore, behold, I will allure her. 


* Gk: Hcb I am not yours 

* Gk Syr: Heb your 
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and bring her into the wilderness, king; and they shall come in fear to the 
and speak tenderly to her. Lord and to his goodness in the latter 

15 And there I will give her her vine- days. 

yards, A Hear the word of the Lord, O 

and make the Valley of Achor a “ people of Israel; 
door of hope. for the Lord has a controversy 

And there she shall answer as in the with the inhabitants of the land, 

days of her youth. There is no faithfulness or kindness, 

as at the time when she came out and no knowledge of God in the 

of the land of Egypt. land; 

16 “And in that day, says the Lord, you 2 there is swearing, lying, killing, 

will call me, ‘My husband,* and no stealing, and committing adul- 

longer will you call me, ‘My Ba'aL* tery; 

17 For I will remove the names of the they break all bounds and murder 

Ba'als from her mouth, and they shall follows murder. 

be mentioned by name no more. 18 And 3 Therefore the land mourns, 

I will make for you* a covenant on that and all who dwell in it languish, 

day with the beasts of the field, the and also the beasts of the field, 

birds of the air, and the creeping things and the birds of the air; 

of the ground; and I will abolish 71 the and even the fish of the sea are 

bow, the sword, and war from the land; taken away. 

and I will make you lie down in safety. 

| 9 And I will betroth you to me for ever; 4 Yet let no one contend, 

I will betroth you to me in righteous- and let none accuse, 

ness and in justice, in steadfast love, and for with you is my contention, 

in mercy. 20 I will betroth you to me in O priest.* 

faithfulness; and you shall know the 5 You shall stumble by day, 

Lord. the prophet also shall stumble with 

21 ‘And m that day, says the Lord, you by night; 

I will answer the heavens and I will destroy your mother, 

and they shall answer the earth; 6 My people are destroyed for lack of 

22 and the earth shall answer the grain, knowledge; 

the wine, and the oil, because you have rejected knowl- 

and they shall answer Jezreel;* edge, 

23 and I will sow him* for myself in I reject you from being a priest to 

the land. me. 

And I will have pity on Not pitied. And since you have forgotten the law 
and I will say to Not my people, of your God, 

‘You are my people*; I also will forget your children, 

and he shall say, ‘Thou art my 

God.* ” 2 The more they increased, 

3 And the Lord said to me, “Go the more they sinned against me; 

again, love a woman who is beloved I will change their glory into 

of a paramour and is an adulteress; even shame. 

as the Lord loves the people of Israel, 8 They feed on the sin of my people; 
though they turn to other gods and love they are greedy for their iniquity, 

cakes of raisins.’* 2 So I bought her for 9 And it shall be like people, like priest; 
fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and I will punish them for their ways, 
a lethech of barley. 3 And 1 said to her, and requite them for their deeds. 

You must dwell as mine for many 10 They shall eat, but not be satisfied; 
days; you shall not play the harlot, or they shall play the harlot, but not 
belong to another man; so will I also be multiply; 

X 0 !?” For th ? ch il4 r . en of Israel because they have forsaken the Lord 
shall dwell many days without king or to cherish harlotry, 
prince, without sacrifice or pillar, with¬ 
out ephod or teraphim. 5 Afterward the 11 Wine and new wine 
children of Israel shall return and seek take away the understanding 
the Lord their God, and David their 12 My people inquire of a thing of wood, 

9 Heb them h Heb break * That is God sows *Cn:Heb her * Cn: Heb uncertain 
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People's apostasy rebuked 795 

and their staff gives them oracles. 3 I know E'phraim, 

For a spirit of harlotry has led them and Israel is not hid from me; 

astray, for now, O E'phraim, you have 

and they have left their God to play played the harlot, 

the harlot. Israel is defiled. 

* 3 They sacrifice on the tops of the 4 Their deeds do not permit them to 
mountains, return to their God. 

and make offerings upon the hills. For tire spirit of harlotry is within 
under oak, poplar, and terebinth, them, 

because their shade is good. and they know not the Lord. 


Therefore your daughters play the 
harlot, 

and your brides commit adultery. 

MI will not punish your daughters 
when they play the harlot, 
nor your brides when they commit 
adultery; 

for the men themselves go aside with 
harlots, 

and sacrifice with cult prostitutes, 
and a people without understanding 
shall come to ruin. 

15 Though you play the harlot, O Is¬ 

rael, 

let not Judah become guilty. 

Enter not into Gilgal, 
nor go up to Beth-a'ven, 
and swear not, “As the Lord 
lives.** 

16 Like a stubborn heifer, 

Israel is stubborn; 
can the Lord now feed them 
like a lamb in a broad pasture? 

17 E'phraim is joined to idols, 

let him alone. 

18 A band 1 of drunkards, they give 

themselves to harlotry; 
they love shame more than their 
glory. m 

*9 A wind has wrapped them n in its 
wings, 

and they shall be ashamed because 
of their altars. 0 

5 Hear this, O priests! 

Give heed, O house of Israel! 
Hearken, O house of the king! 

For the judgment pertains to you; 
for you have been a snare at Mizpah, 
and a net spread upon Tabor. 

2 And they have made deep the pit of 
ShittimjP 

but I will chastise all of them. 


5 The pride of Israel testifies to his 

face; 

E'phraim'? shall stumble in his 
guilt; 

Judah also shall stumble with 
them. 

6 With their flocks and herds they shall 

go 

to sedt the Lord, 
but they will not find him; 
he has withdrawn from them. 

7 They have dealt faithlessly with the 

Lord; 

for they have borne alien children. 
Now the new moon shall devour 
them with their fields. 

8 Blow the hom in Gib'e-ah, 

the trumpet in Raraah. 

Sound the alarm at 3eth-a'ven5 
tremble/ O Benjamin! 

9 E'phraim shall become a desolation 

in the day of punishment; 
among the tribes of Israel 
I declare what is sure. 

10 The princes of Judah have become 

like those who remove the land¬ 
mark; 

upon them I will pour out 
my wrath like water. 

11 E'phraim is oppressed, crushed in 

judgment, 

because he was determined to go 
after vanity. 5 

12 Therefore I am like a moth to E'¬ 

phraim, 

and like dry rot to the house of 
Judah. 

J3 When E'phraim saw his sickness, 
and Judah his wound, 
then E'phraim went to Assyria, 
and sent to the great king . 1 
But he is not able to cure you 
or heal your wound. 


* Cn: Hcb uncertain Compare Gk: Heb of this line ri Hcb her 0 Gk Syr: Heb sacrifices 

J Cn: Heb uncertain a Israel and Ephraim r Cn Coi 

* Gk: Heb a command Cn: Heb a king thai will contend 
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14 For I will be like a lion to E'phraim, E'phraim’s harlotry is there, Israel 

and like a young lion to the house is defiled, 

of Judah. 

I, even I, will rend and go away, 7 8 9 10 11 For you also, O Judah, a harvest is 

I will carry off, and none shall appointed. 


rescue. 


*5 I will return again to my place, 

until they acknowledge their guilt 
and seek my face, 
and in their distress they seek me. 


o 


saying, 

“Come, let us return to the 
Lord; 

for he has tom, that he may heal 


us; 

he has stricken, and he will bind 


us up. 

2 After two days he will revive us; 

on the third day he will raise us up ? 
that we may live before him. 

3 Let us know, let us press on to know 

the Lord; 

his going forth is sure as the dawn; 
he will come to us as the showers, 
as the spring rains that water the 
earth.” 


4 What shall X do with you, O E- 

phraim? 

What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
Your love is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes early away. 

5 Therefore I have hewn them by the 

prophets, 

I have slain them by the words of 
my mouth, 

and my judgment goes forth as the 
light." 

6 For I desire steadfast love and not 

sacrifice, 

the knowledge of God, rather than 
burnt offerings. 

7 But at® Adam they transgressed the 

covenant; 

there they dealt faithlessly with 
me. 

8 Gilead is a city of evildoers, 

tracked with blood. 

9 As robbers lie in wait 1 ® for a man, 

so the priests are banded together ;* 
they murder on the way to Sheehan, 
yea, they commit villainy. 

10 In the house of Israel I have seen a 

horrible thing; 


When I would restore the fortunes of 
my people, 

7 1 when I would heal Israel, 

the corruption of E'phraim is re¬ 
vealed, 

and the wicked deeds of Samar'ia; 
for they deal falsely, 
the thief breaks in ? 
and the bandits raid without. 

2 But they do not consider 

that I remember all their evil 
works. 

Now their deeds encompass them, 
they are before my face. 

3 By their wickedness they make the 
king glad, 

and the princes by their treachery* 
4 They are all adulterers; 

they are like a heated oven, 
whose baker ceases to stir the fire, 
from the kneading of the dough 
until it is leavened. 

5 On the day of our king the princes 
became sick with the heat of wine; 
he stretched out his hand with 
mockers. 

6 For like an oven their hearts burn** 
with intrigue; 

all night their anger smoulders; 
in the morning it blazes like 4 
flaming fire. 

7 All of them are hot as an oven, 
and they devour their rulers. 

All their kings have fallen; 

and none of them calls upon me. 

8 E'phraim mixes himself with the 
peoples j 

E'phraim is a cake not turned. 

9 Aliens devour his strength, 
and he knows it not; 
grey hairs are sprinkled upon him, 
and he knows it not. 

10 The pride of Israel witnesses against 
him; 

yet they do not return to the Lord 
their God, 

nor seek him, for all this, 
li E'phraim is like a dove. 


u Gk Syr: Heb thy judgment goes forth p Cn; Heb lilts w Cai Heb uncertain * Syr: Hcb a company 
v Gk Syr: Heb brought near 
6.6; Mt 9.13; 12.7. 
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“Reap the whirlwind 99 
silly and without sense, 
calling to Egypt, going to Assyria. 
*2 As they go, I will spread over them 
my net; 

I will bring them down like birds 
of the air; 

I will chastise them for their 
wicked deeds . z 

& Woe to them, for they have strayed 
from me! 

Destruction to them, for they have 
rebelled against mel 
3 would redeem them, 

but they speak lies against me. 

They do not cry to me from the heart, 
but they wail upon their beds; 
for grain and wine they gash them¬ 
selves, 

they rebel against me. 

15 Although I trained and strengthened 
their arms, 

yet they devise evil against me. 
They turn to Ba'al;« 

they are like a treacherous bow, 
their princes shall fall by the sword 
because of the insolence of their 
tongue. 

This shall be their derision in the land 
of Egypt. 

8 Set the trumpet to your lips, 

for& a vulture is over the house of 
the Lord, 

because they have broken my cove¬ 
nant, 

and transgressed my law. 

2 To me they cry, 

My God, we Israel know thee. 

3 Israel has spurned the good; 
the enemy shall pursue him. 

4 They made kings, but not through 
me. 

They set up princes, but without 
my knowledge. 

With their silver and gold they made 
idols 

for their own destruction. 

5 1 have c spurned your calf, O Sa- 
mar'ia. 

My anger bums against them. 

How long will it be 

till they are pure 6 in Israel?* 

A workman made it; 


it is not God. 

The calf of Samar'ia 

shall be broken to pieces. e 

7 For they sow the wind, 

and they shall reap the whirlwind. 
The standing grain has no heads, 
it shall yield no meal; 

.if it were to yield, 

aliens would devour it, 

8 Israel is swallowed up; 

already they are among the nations 
as a useless vessel. 

9 For they have gone up to Assyria, 

a wild ass wandering alone; 
E'phraim has hired lovers. 

10 Though they hire allies among the 

nations, 

I will soon gather them up. 

And they shall cease/ for a little while 
from anointing ^ king and princes. 

11 Because E'phraim has multiplied 

altars for sinning, 
they have become to him altars for 
sinning. 

12 Were I to write for him my laws by 

ten thousands, 

they would be regarded as a strange 
thing. 

13 They love sacrifice : h 

they sacrifice flesh and eat it; 
but the Lord has no delight in 
them. 

Now he will remember their iniquity, 
and punish their sins; 
they shall return to Egypt. 

14 For Israel has forgotten his Maker, 

and built palaces; 

and Judah has multiplied fortified 
cities; 

but 1 will send a fire upon his cities, 
and it shall devour his strongholds. 

9 Rejoice not, O Israel! 

Exult not* like the peoples ; 
for you have played the harlot, for¬ 
saking your God. 

You have loved a harlot’s hire 
upon all threshing floors. 

2 Threshing floor and winevat shall not 
feed them, 

and the new wine shall fail them. 
3 They shall not remain in the land of 
the Lord; 

but E phraim shall return to Egypt, 

c Heb He has 


Cn: Heb according to the report to their congregation ° Cn: Heb uncertain b Cn: Heb as 
. Gk: Heb for from Israel e Or shall go up in flames * Gk: Heb begin a Gk: Heb burden 
n Cn: Heb uncertain * Gk: Heb to exultation 8.14: Amos 1.4, 7, 10, 12, 14; 2.2, 5 
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798 Israel*s punishment 


and they shall eat unclean food in 
Assyria. 

4 They shall not pour libations of wine 

to the Lord; 

and they shall not please him with 
their sacrifices. 

Their bread* shall be like mourners’ 
bread; 

all who eat of it shall be defiled; 
for their bread shall be for their 
hunger only; 

it shall not come to the house of the 
Lord. 

5 What will you do on the day of ap¬ 

pointed festival, 

and on the day of the feast of the 
Lord? 

6 For behold, they are going to As¬ 

syria;* 

Egypt shall gather them, 

Memphis shall bury them. 

Nettles shall possess their precious 
things of silver; 
thorns shall be in their tents. 

7 The days of punishment have come, 

the days of recompense have come; 
Israel shall know it. 

The prophet is a fool, 

the man of the spirit is mad, 
because of your great iniquity 
and great hatred. 

6 The prophet is the watchman of 
E'phraim, 

the people of my God, 
yet a fowler’s snare is on all his ways, 
and hatred in the house of his 
God. 

9 They have deeply corrupted them¬ 
selves 

as in the days of Gib'e-ah: 
he will remember their iniquity, 
he will punish their sins. 

10 Like grapes in the wilderness, 

I found Israel. 

Like the first fruit on the fig tree, 
in its first season, 

I saw your fathers. 

But they came to Ba'al-pe'or, 
and consecrated themselves to 
BaW 

and became detestable like the 
thing they loved. 


11 E'phraim’s glory shall fly away like a 

bird— 

no birth, no pregnancy, no con¬ 
ception 1 

12 Even if they bring up children, 

I will bereave them till none is left, 
Woe to them 

when I depart from them! 

13 E'phraim’s sons, as I have seen, are 

destined for a prey; JW 
E'phraim must lead forth his sons 
to slaughter. 

34 Give them, O Lord— 
what wilt thou give? 

Give them a miscarrying womb 
and dry breasts. 

15 Every evil of theirs is in Gilgal; 
there I began to hate them. 
Because of the wickedness of their 
deeds 

I will drive them out of my houseo 
I will love them no more; 
all their princes are rebels* 

36 E'phraim is stricken, 
their root is dried up, 
they shall bear no fruit. 

Even though they bring forth, > 

I will slay their beloved children* 
3? My God will cast them off, 

because they have not hearkened 
to him; 

they shah be wanderers among the 
nations. 


0 Israel is a luxuriant vine 
that yields its fruit. 

The more his fruit increased 
the more altars he built; 
as his country improved 
he improved his pillars. 

Their heart is false; 

now they must bear their guilt. 
The Lord 74 will break down their 
altars, 

and destroy their pillars* 


3 For now they will say: 

“We have no king, 
for we fear not the Lord, 

and a king, what could he do for 
us?” 

4 They utter mere words; 

with empty oaths they make 
covenants; 


Cn: Heb to them * Ca: Hcb from destruction 1 Heb shame Cn Compare Gk: Hcb uncertain 
» Hcb he 
9.7: Lk 21.22. 
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so judgment springs up like poison¬ 
ous weeds 

in the furrows of the field. 
s The inhabitants of Samaria tremble 
for the calf" of Beth-aVen. 

Its people shall mourn for it, 

and its idolatrous priests shall 
xvai\P over it, 

over its glory which has departed 
from it. 

6 Yea, the thing itself shall be carried 

to Assyria, 

as tribute to the great king.? 
E'phtaim shall be put to shame, 
and Israel shall be ashamed of his 
idol. r 

7 Samar'ia’s king shall perish, 

like a chip on the face of the waters. 

8 The high places of Aven, tire sin of 

Israel, 

shall be destroyed. 

Thom and thistle shall grow up 
on their altars; 

and they shall say to the mountains. 
Cover us, 

and to the hills, Fall upon us. 

0 From the days of Gib'e-ah, you have 
sinned, O Israel; 
there they have continued. 

Shall not war overtake them in 
Gib e-ah? 

10 1 will come* against the wayward 
people to chastise them; 
and nations shall be gathered 
against them 

when they are chastised* for their 
double iniquity. 

B E'phraim was a trained heifer 
that loved to thresh, 
and I spared her fair neck; 
but 1 will put E'phraim to the yoke, 
Judah must plough, 

Jacob must harrow for himself. 

1 2 Sow for yourselves righteousness, 

reap the fruit* of steadfast love; 
break up your fallow ground, 
for it is the time to seek the Lord, 
that he may come and rain salva¬ 
tion upon you. 

13 You have ploughed iniquity, 

you have reaped injustice, 


you have eaten the fruit of lies. 
Because you have trusted in your 
chariots v 

and in the multitude of your 
warriors, 

14 therefore the tumult of war shall arise 

among your people, 
and all your fortresses shall be 
destroyed, 

as Shalman destroyed Beth-ar'bel 
on the day of battle; 
mothers were dashed in pieces 
with their children. 

15 Thus it shall be done to you, O 

house of Israel, 1 " 
because of your great wickedness. 
In the storm 1 the king of Israel 
shall be utterly cut off. 


n When Israel was a child, I loved 
him, 

and out of Egypt I called my son. 
2 The more I* called them, 

the more they went from me ; z 
they kept sacrificing to the Ba'als, 
and burning incense to idols. 


3 Yet it was I who taught E'phraim to 

walk, 

I took them up in my a arms; 
but they did not know that I healed 
them. 

4 I led them with cords of compassion, 6 

with the bands of love, 
and I became to them as one 

who eases the yoke on their jaws, 
and I bent down to them and fed 
them. 


5 They shall return to the land of 

Egypt, 

and Assyria shall be their king, 
because they have refused to return 
to me. 

6 The sword shall rage against their 

cities, 

consume the bars of their gates, 
and devour them in their for¬ 
tresses." 

7 My people are bent on turning away 

from me ; d 

so they are appointed to the yoke, 
and none shall remove it. 


8 How can I give you up, O E'phraim I 


® Gk Syr: Hcb calves p Cn: Heb exult 1 Cn: Heb a king that will contend 7 Cn: Heb counsel 
*Cn Compare Gk: Heb in my desire t Gk: Heb hound “ Gk: Heb according to v Gk: Heb way 
" Gk: Heb O Bethel * Cn: Heb dawn v Gk: Heb iht . Gk: Hcb them « Gk Syr Vg: Heb 

" Heb man c Cn: Heb counsels a The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 
IO .81 Lk 2330; Rev 6.16. 10.12: 2 Cor 9.10. 11.1s Mt 2.15. 
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How can 1 hand you over. O 6 
Israel! 

How can I make you like Admah! 

How can I treat you like Zcboi - 


Ephraim the oppressor 
“So you, by the help of your God, 
return, 

hold fast to love and iustice, 
and wait continually for your 
God.’* 


My heart recoils within me, 

my compassion grows warm and 
tender. 

9 I will not execute my fierce anger, 
I will not again destroy E'phraim; 
for I am God and not man, 
the Holy One in your midst, 
and I will not come to destroy.® 

They shall go after the Lord, 
he will roar like a lion; 
yea, he will roar, 

and his sons shall come trembling 
from the west; 

11 they shall come trembling like birds 
from Egypt, 

and like doves from the land of 
Assyria; 

and I will return them to their 
homes, says the Lord. 

12/E'phraim has encompassed me with 
lies, 

and the house of Israel with de¬ 
ceit; 

but Judah is still known by® God, 
and is faithful to the Holy One. 


t E'phraim herds the wind, 

Lai and pursues the east wind all 
day long; 

they multiply falsehood and violence; 
they make a bargain with Assyria, 
and oil is carried to Egypt. 


2 The Lord has an indictment against 

Judah, 

and will punish Jacob according to 
his ways, 

and requite him according to his 
deeds. 

3 In the womb he took his brother by 

the heel, 

and in his manhood he strove with 
God. 

4 He strove with the angel and pre¬ 

vailed, 

he wept and sought his favour. 

He met God at Bethel, 
and there God spoke with him*— 

5 the Lord the God of hosts, 

the Lord is his name: 


7 A trader, in whose hands are false 

balances, 

he loves to oppress. 

8 E'phraim has said, “Ah, but I am 

rich, 

I have gained wealth for myself”; 
but all his riches can never offset' 2 3 4 5 
the guilt he has incurred. 

9 1 am the Lord your God 
from the land of Egypt; 

I will again make you dwell in tents, 
as in the days of the appointed 
feast. 


10 I spoke to the prophets; 

it was I who multiplied visions, 
and through the prophets gave 
parables. 

11 If there is iniquity in Gilead 

they shall surely come to naught; 
if in Gilgal they sacrifice bulls, 
their altars also shall be like stone 
heaps 

on the furrows of the field. 

12 Qacob fled to the land of Aram, 

there Israel did service for a 
wife, 

and for a wife he herded sheep.) 

13 By a prophet the Lord brought Is¬ 

rael up from Egypt, 
and by a prophet he was pre¬ 
served. 

14 E'phraim has given bitter provoca¬ 

tion; 

so his Lord will leave his blood- 
guilt upon him, 

and will turn back upon him his 
reproaches. 


1 'J When E'phraim spoke, men 
AJ trembled; 

he was exalted in Israel; 
but he incurred guilt through 
Ba'al and died. 

2 And now they sin more and more, 

and make for themselves molten 
images, 

idols skilfully made of their silver, 
all of them the work of craftsmen. 
Sacrifice to these, they say.^ 


* Cn: Heb into the city f Ch 12.1 ir< Hcb ® Cn Compare Gk: Hcb roams with h Gk Syr; Hcb ut 
* Gk: Heb to then they toy sacrifices of 
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Entreaty to Israel 
Men kiss calves! 

3 Therefore they shall be like the 

morning mist 

or like the dew that goes early 
away, 

like the chaff that swirls from the 
threshing floor 

or like smoke from a window,, 

4 I am the Lord your God 

from the land of Egypt; 
you know no God hut me, 

and besides me there is no saviour. 
3 It was I who knew you in the wilder¬ 
ness, 

in the land of drought; 

®but when they had fed*' to the full, 
they were filled, and their heart 
was lifted up; 
therefore they forgot me. 

7 So 1 will be to them like a lion, 

like a leopard I will lurk beside the 
way. 

®1 will fall upon them like a bear 
robbed of her cubs, 

I will tear open their breast, 
and there I will devour them like a 
lion, 

as a wild beast would rend them. 

9 I will destroy you, O Israel; 
who* can help you? 

30 Where m now is your king, to save 
you; 

where are all” your princes, 0 to 
defend you?— 
those of whom you said, 

“Give me a king and princes”? 

11 I have given you kings in my anger, 
and I have taken them away in my 
wrath. 

32 The iniquity of E'phraim is bound 
up, 

his sin is kept in store. 

13 The pangs of childbirth come for 

him, 

but he is an unwise son; 
for now he does not present himself 
at the mouth of the womb. 

14 Shall I ransom them from the power 

of Sheol? 

Shall I redeem them from Death? 
O Death, where® are your plagues? 
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O Sheol, where® is your destruc¬ 
tion? 

Compassion is hid from my eyes. 

35 Though he may flourish as the reed 
plant/ 

the east wind, the wind of the 
Lord, shall come, 
rising from the wilderness; 
and his fountain shall dry up, 
his spring shall be parched; 
it shall strip his treasury 
of every precious thing. 
l6s Samar ia shall bear her guilt, 

because she has rebelled against 
her God; 

they shall fall by the sword, 

their little ones shall be dashed in 
pieces, 

and their pregnant women ripped 
open. 


3 


4 Return, O Israel, to the Lord 
your God, 

for you have stumbled because of 
your iniquity. 

Take with you words 
and return to the Lord; 
say to him, 

“Take away all iniquity; 
accept that which is good 
and we will render 
the fruit* of our lips. 

Assyria shall not save us, 

we will not ride upon horses; 
and we will say no more, ‘Our God, p 
to the work of our hands. 

In thee the orphan finds mercy.” 


4 I will heal their faithlessness; 

I will love them freely, 
for my anger has turned from 
them. 

5 I will be as the dew to Israel; 

he shall blossom as the lily, 
he shall strike root as the poplar; 1 * 

6 his shoots shall spread out; 

his beauty shall be like the olive, 
and his fragrance like Lebanon. 

7 They shall return and dwell beneath 

my v shadow, 

they shall flourish as a garden;*® 
they shall blossom as the vine, 
their fragrance shall be like the 
wine of Lebanon. 


* Cn: Heb according to their pasture 1 Gk Syr: Heb/or in m* m Gk Syr Vg: Hcb I will be 
" Cn: Hcb in ail 0 Cn: Heb cities v Cn Compare Gk: Heb and your judges ® Gk Syr: Heb I will bt 
T Cn: Heb among brothers fChM.iinHeb * -Cik Syr: Heb bulls * Cn; Heb Lebanon 0 Heb his 
w Cn: Hcb they shall grow grain 
13.14t 1 Cor 15.55. 14.2: Heb 13.15. 
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8 O E'phraim, what have I to do with 
idols? 

It is I who answer and look after 
you. 3 " 

I am like an evergreen cypress, 
from me comes your 
fruit. 


Devastation by locusts 
9 Whoever is wise, let him understand 
these things; 

whoever is discerning, let him 
know them ; 

for the ways of the Lord are right, 
and the upright walk in them, 
but transgressors stumble in them,, 


THE BOOK OF 

JOEL 


I The word of the Lord that came to 
Jo'el, the son of Pethu'el: 

2 Hear this, you aged men, 

give ear, all inhabitants of the land! 
Has such a thing happened in your 
days, 

or in the days of your fathers? 

3 Tell your children of it, 

and let your children tell their 
children, 

and their children another genera¬ 
tion. 

4 What the cutting locust left, 

the swarming locust has eaten. 
What the swarming locust left, 
the hopping locust has eaten, 
and what the hopping locust left, 
the destroying locust has eaten. 

5 Awake, you drunkards, and weep; 
and wail, all you drinkers of wine, 
because of the sweet wine, 

for it is cut off from your mouth. 
6 For a nation has come up against my 
land, 

powerful and without number; 
its teeth are lions* teeth, 

and it has the fangs of a lioness. 

7 It has Jaid waste my vines, 
and splintered my fig trees; 
it has stripped off their bark and 
thrown it down; 
their branches are made white. 

8 Lament like a virgin girded with sack¬ 
cloth 

for the bridegroom of her youth. 
9 The cereal offering and the drink 
offering are cut off 

* Heb him 

14.91 Acts 13.10. 1.8t Rev 9.8. 


from the house of the Lord* 

The priests mourn, 

the ministers of the Lord. 

The fields are laid waste, 
the ground mourns; 
because the grain is destroyed,, 
the wine fails, 
the oil languishes. 

U Be confounded, O tillers of the Soil, 
wail, O vinedressers, 
for the wheat and the barley; 

because the harvest of the field has 
perished. 

1 2 The vine withers, 

the fig tree languishes. 
Pomegranate, palm, and apple, 
all the trees of the field are with¬ 
ered; 

and gladness fails 

from the sons of men. 

13 Gird on sackcloth and lament, O 

priests, 

wail, O ministers of the altar. 

Go in, pass the night in sackcloth, 

O ministers of my God! 

Because cereal offering and drink 
offering 

are withheld from the house of 
your God. 

14 Sanctify a fast, 

call a solemn assembly. 

Gather the elders 

and all the inhabitants of the land 
to the house of the Lord your God; 
and cry to the Lord. 

Alas for the day! 

For the day of the Lord is near. 
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and as destruction from the Al¬ 
mighty it comes. 

16 Is not the food cut off 
before our eyes, 
joy and gladness 

from the house of our God? 

The seed shrivels under the clods,® 
the storehouses are desolate; 
the granaries are mined 
because the grain has failed, 

18 How the beasts groan! 

The herds of cattle are perplexed 
because there is no pasture for them; 
even the flocks of sheep are dis¬ 
mayed. 

19 Unto thee, O Lord, 1 cry. 

For fire has devoured 

the pastures of the wilderness® 
and flame has burned 
all the trees of the field. 

20 Even the wild beasts cry to thee 

because the water brooks are dried 
up, 

and fire has devoured 

the pastures of the wilderness. 

2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sound the alarm on my holy moun¬ 
tain! 

Let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming^ 
it is near, 

2 a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Like blackness there is spread upon 
the mountains 

a great and powerful people; 
their like has never been from of 
old, 

nor will be again after them 
through the years of all genera¬ 
tions. 

3 Fire devours before them, 

and behind them a flame bums. 
The land is like the garden of Eden 
before them, 

but after them a desolate wilder¬ 
ness, 

and nothing escapes them. 

4 Their appearance is like the appear¬ 
ance of horses, 
and like war horses they run. 


5 As with the rumbling of chariots, 

they leap on the tops of the moun¬ 
tains, 

like the crackling of a flame of fire 
devouring the stubble, 
like a powerful army 
drawn up for battle. 

6 Before them peoples are in anguish® 

all faces grow pale. 

7 Like warriors they charge, 

like soldiers they scale die wall. 
They march each on his way, 
they do not swerve 5 from theiff 
paths. 

8 They do not jostle one another, 

each marches in his path; 
they burst through the weapons 
and are not halted. 

® They leap upon the city, 
they run upon the walls; 
they climb up into the houses, 
they enter through the windows 
like a thief. 

10 The earth quakes before them, 

the heavens tremble. 

The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shin¬ 
ing. 

11 The Lord utters his voice 

before his army, 
for his host is exceedingly great; 
he that executes his word is power¬ 
ful. 

For the day of the Lord is great and 
very terrible; 
who can endure it? 

“Yet even now,” says the Lord, 
“return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with 
mourning; 

13 and rend your hearts and not your 

garments.” 

Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, 
and repents of evil. 

14 Who knows whether he will not turn 

and repent, 

and leave a blessing behind him, 
a cereal offering and a drink offering 
for the Lord, your God? 

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sanctify a fast; 
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call a solemn assembly; 

16 gather the people. 

Sanctify the congregation; 

assemble the elders; 
gather the children, 
even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 
and the bride her chamber. 

* 7 Between the vestibule and the altar 
let the priests, the ministers of the 
Lord, weep 

and say, “Spare thy people, O Lord, 
and make not thy heritage a re¬ 
proach, 

a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the 
peoples, 

‘Where is their God?’ ” 

18 Then the Lord became jealous for 
his land, 

and had pity on his people. 

!9 The Lord answered and said to his 
people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 
grain, wine, and oil, 
and you will be satisfied; 
and I will no more make you 
a reproach among the nations. 

20 “1 w iU remove the northerner far 

from you, 

and drive him into a parched and 
desolate land, 

his front .into the eastern sea, 

and his rear into the western sea; 
the stench and foul smell of him will 
rise, 

for he has done great things. 

21 “Fear not, O land; 

be glad and rejoice, 

for the Lord has done great things! 

22 Fear not, you beasts of the field, 

for the pastures of the wilderness 
are green; 

the tree bears its fruit, 
the fig tree and vine give their full 
yield. 

23 “Be glad, O sons of Zion, 

and rejoice in the Lord, your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your 
vindication, 

he has poured down for you 
abundant rain. 


God's portents 
the early and the latter rain, as 

before. 

24 “The threshing floors shall be full of 

grain, 

the vats shall overflow with wine 
and oil. 

25 I will restore to you the years 

which the swarming locust has 
eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the 
cutter, 

my great army, which I sent among 
you. 

26 “You shall eat in plenty and be satis¬ 

fied, 

and praise the name of the Lord 
your God, 

who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be 
put to shame. 

27 You shall know that I am in the midst 

of Israel, 

and that I, the Lord, am your God 
and there is none else. 

And my people shall never again be 
put to shame. 

28c “And it shall come to pass afterward, 
that I will pour out my spirit on all 
flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 
and your young men shall see 
visions. 

29 Fven upon the menservants and 
maidservants 

in those days, I will pour out my 
spirit. 

30 “And I will give portents in the 
heavens and on the earth, blood and 
fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun 
shall be turned to darkfiess, and the 
moon to blood, before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord comes. 32 And 
it shall come to pass that all who call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be de¬ 
livered; for in Mount Zion and in Jeru¬ 
salem there shall be those who escape, 
as the Lord has said, and among the 
survivors shall be those whom the Lord 
calls. 

3 d “For behold, in those days and at 
that time, when I restore the for- 


^Ch 3.1 in Hcb d Ch4.1inHeb 
2£8-32x Acts 2.17-21. 2Jlx Rev 6.12. 2^2: Rom 10.13. 
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tunes of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will 
gather all the nations and bring them 
down to the valley of Jehosh'aphat, and 
I will enter into judgment with them 
there, on account of my people and my 
heritage Israel, because they have 
scattered them among the nations, and 
have divided up my lands 3 and have 
cast lots for my people, and have given 
a boy for :i harlot, and have sold a girl 
for wine, and have drunk it. 

4 “What are you to me, O Tyre and 
Sidon, and all the regions of Philistia? 
Are you paying me back for something? 

If you are paying me back, I will requite 
your deed upon your own head swiftly 
and speedily. 5 For you have taken my 
silver and my gold, and have carried my 
rich treasures into your temples . c 6 You 
have sold the people of Judah and Jeru¬ 
salem to the Greeks, removing them far 
from their own border. 7 But now 1 wall 
stir them up from the place to which 
you have sold them, and I will requite 
your deed upon your own head. 8 I will 
sell your sons and your daughters into 
the hand of the sons of Jiidah, and they 
will sell them to the Sabe'ans, to a na¬ 
tion far off; for the Lord has spoken.’* 

9Proclaim this among the nations: 

Prepare war, 

stir up the mighty men. 

Let all the men of war draw near, 
let them come up. 

i0 Beat your ploughshares into swords, 
and your pruning hooks into 
spears; 

let the weak say, “I am a warrior.” 

M Hasten and come, 

all you nations round about, 
gather yourselves there. 

Bring down thy warriors, O Lord. 

12 Let the nations bestir themselves, 
and come up to the valley of 
Jehosh'aphat; 

for there I will sit to judge 
all the nations round about. 

w Put in the sickle. 
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for the harvest is ripe. 

Go in, tread, 

for the wine press is full. 

The vats overflow, 

for their wickedness is great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes, 
in the valley of decision! 

For the day of the Lord is near 
in the valley of decision. 

!5 The sun and the moon are darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shin¬ 
ing. 

16 And the Lord roars from Zion, 

and utters his voice from Jeru¬ 
salem, 

and the heavens and the earth 
shake. 

But the Lord is a refuge to his people, 
a stronghold to the people of 
Israel. 

17 “So you shall know that I am the 

Lord your God, 

who dwell in Zion, my holy moun¬ 
tain. 

And Jerusalem shall be holy 

and strangers shall never again 
pass through it. 

“And in that day 

the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
and the hills shall flow with milk, 

and all the stream beds of Judah shall 
flow with water; 

and a fountain shall come forth from 
the house of the Lord 
and water the valley of Shittim. 

19 “Egypt shall become a desolation 

and Edom a desolate wilderness, 

for the violence done to the people of 
Judah, 

because they have shed innocent 
blood in their land. 

20 But Judah shall be inhabited for ever, 

and Jerusalem to all generations. 

211 will avenge their blood, and I will 
not clear the guilty, 9 
for the Lord dwells in Zion.” 


* Or palaces 9 Gk Syr: Heb / will hold innocent their blood which I have not held innocent 
3.4-8: Is 23; Ezek 26.1, 28.19; Amos 1.9-10; Zech 9.3-4; Ezek 28.20-26; Zech 9.2; Is 14.29-31; Jer 47j 
Ezek 25.15-17; Amos 1.6-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 3.10: Is 2-4; Mic 4.3. 

3.13: Mk 4.29; Rev 14.15, 18-19. 3.18: Araos 1.2. 3.18: Ezek 47.1-12; Amos 9.13; Zech 14.8; Rev 22.1. 



THE BOOK OF 


AMOS 


I The words of Amos, who was 
among the shepherds of Teko'a, 
which he saw concerning Israel in the 
days of Uzzi'ah king of Judah and in the 
days of Jerobo'am the son of Jo'ash, 
king of Israel, two years" before the 
earthquake. 2 And he said: 

“The Lord roars from Zion, 
and utters his voice from Jeru¬ 
salem; 

the pastures of the shepherds mourn, 
and the top of Carmel withers.” 

3 Thus says the Lord: 

“For three transgressions of Da¬ 
mascus, 

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; 6 7 

because they have threshed Gilead 
with threshing sledges of iron. 

4 So I will send a fire upon the house of 
Haz'ael, 

and it shall devour the strong¬ 
holds os Ben-ha'dad. 

5 I will break the bar of Damascus, 
and cut off the inhabitants from the 
Valley of Aven, c 

and him that holds the sceptre from 
Beth-eden; 

and the people of Syria shall go 
into exile to Kir,” 

says the Lord. 

6 Thus says the Lord : 

“For three transgressions of Gaza, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; 6 

because they carried into exile a 
whole people 

to deliver them up to Edom. 

7 So I will send a fire upon the wall of 
Gaza, 

and it shall devour her strong¬ 
holds. 

81 will cut off the inhabitants from 
Ashdod, 


and him that holds the sceptre 
from Ash'kelon; 

I will turn my hand against Ekron; 
and the remnant of the Philistines 
shall perish,” 

says the Lord God. 

9 Thus says the Lord: 

“For three transgressions of Tyre, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; 6 

because they delivered up a whole 
people to Edom, 

and did not remember the cove¬ 
nant of brotherhood. 

10 So I will send a fire upon the wall of 

Tyre, 

and it shall devour her strong¬ 
holds.” 

11 Thus says the Lord: 

“For three transgressions of Edom, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; 6 

because he pursued his brother with 
the sword, 
and cast off all pity, 

and his anger tore perpetually, 
and he kept his wrath d for ever. 

12 So I will send a fire upon Teman, 

and it shall devour the strong¬ 
holds of Bozrah.” 

13 Thus says the Lord: 

“For three transgressions of the 
Ammonites, 

and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; 6 

because they have ripped up women 
with child in Gilead, 
that they might enlarge their border. 

14 So I will kindle a fire in the wall of 

Rabbah, 

and it shall devour her strong¬ 
holds, 

with shouting in the day of battle* 

a Gk Syr Vg: Heb his wrath kept 


0 Or during two years 6 Heb cause it to return c Or Or 
1.2: Joel 3.16. 1.3-5: Is 17.1-3; Jer 49.23-27; Zech 9.1. 

1.6-8: Is 14.29-31; Jer 47; Ezek 25.15-17; Joel 3.4-8; Zeph 2.4-7; Zech 9.5-7. 
1.8-10: Is 23; Ezek 2b.l-28.19; Joel 3.4-8; Zech 9.3-4. 

1.11-12: Is 34; 63.1-6; Jer 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Obad; Mai 1.2-5. 
1.13-15: Jer 49.1-6; Ezek 21.28-32; 25.1-7; Zeph 2.8-11. 
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with a tempest in the day of the 
whirlwind; 

15 and their king shall go into exile, 
he and his princes together,” 

says the Lord. 

2 Thus says the Lord; 

“For three transgressions of Moab, 
and for four, 1 will not revoke the 
punishment; 6 
because he burned to lime 

the bones of the king of Edom. 

2 So I will send a fire upon Moab, 

and it shall devour the strong¬ 
holds of Ker'i-oth, 
and Moab shall die amid uproar, 
amid shouting and the sound of 
the trumpet; 

3 I will cut off the ruler from its midst, 
and will slay all its princes with 
him,” 

says the Lord. 

4 Thus says the Lord : 

“For three transgressions of Judah, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment ; e 

because they have rejected the law of 
the Lord, 

and have not kept his statutes, 
but their lies have led them astray, 
alter which their fathers walked. 

5 So I will send a fire upon Judah, 

and it shall devour the strongholds 
of Jerusalem.” 

6 Thus says the Lord: 

“For three transgressions of Israel, 
and for four, I will not revoke the 
punishment; 6 

because they sell the righteous for 
silver, 

and the needy for a pair of shoes— 

7 they that trample the head of the 
poor into the dust of the earth, 
and turn aside the way of the af¬ 
flicted; 

a man and his father go in to the same 
maiden, 

so that my holy name is profaned; 

8 they lay themselves down beside 
every altar 

upon garments taken in pledge; 
and in the house of their God they 
drink 

the wine of those who have been 
fined. 

•Hcb cause it to return 

2.1-3: Is 15-16; 25.10-12; Jer 48; Ezek 25.8-11; Zeph 
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“Yet I destroyed the Amorite before 
them, 

whose height was like the height 
of the cedars, 

and who was as strong as the oaks; 
I destroyed his fruit above, 
and his roots beneath. 

1° Also I brought you up out of the land 
of Egypt, 

and led you forty years in the wil¬ 
derness, 

to possess the land of the Amo¬ 
rite. 

11 And I raised up some of your sons for 

prophets, 

and some of your young men for 
Nazirites. 

Is it not indeed so, O people of 
Israel?” 

says the Lord. 

12 “But you made the Nazirites drink 

wine, 

and commanded the prophets, 
saying, ‘You shall not prophesy.® 

13 “Behold, I will press you down in 

your place, 

as a cart full of sheaves presses 
down. 

14 Flight shall perish from the swift, 

and the strong shall not retain his 
strength, 

nor shall the mighty save his life; 

15 he who handles the bow shall not 

stand, 

and he who is swift of foot shall not 
save himself, 

nor shall he who rides the horse 
save his life; 

16 and he who is stout of heart among 

the mighty 

shall flee away naked in that day,” 
says the Lord. 

3 Hear-this word that the Lord has 

spoken against you, O people of 
Israel, against the whole family which I 
brought up out of the land of Egypt: 
2 “You only have I known 

of all the families of the earth; 
therefore I will punish you 
for all your iniquities. 

3 “Do two walk together, 

unless they have made an ap¬ 
pointment? 

2 . 8 - 11 . 
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4 Does a lion roar in the forest, and the horns of the altar shall he 

when he has no prey? cut off 


Does a young lion cry out from his 
den, 

if he has taken nothing? 

5 Does a bird fall in a snare on the 

earth, 

when there is no trap for it? 

Does a snare spring up from the 
ground, 

when it has taken nothing? 

6 Is a trumpet blown in a city, 

and the people are not afraid? 

Does evil befall a city, 

unless the Lord has done it? 

7 Surely the Lord God does nothing, 

without revealing his secret 
to his servants the prophets. 

8 The lion has roared; 

who will not fear? 

The Lord God has spoken; 
who can but prophesy?” 

9 Proclaim to the strongholds in As¬ 

syria/ 

and to the strongholds in the land 
of Egypt, 

and say, “Assemble yourselves upon 
the mountains of Samar'ia, 
and see the great tumults within her, 
and the oppressions in her midst.” 

10 “They do not know how to do 

right,” says the Lord, 

“those who store up violence and 
robbery in their strongholds.” 

11 Therefore thus says the Lord God: 
“An adversary shall surround the 

land, 

and bring down your defences 
from you, 

and your strongholds shall be 
plundered.” 

12 Thus says the Lord: “As the 
shepherd rescues from the mouth of the 
lion two legs, or a piece of an ear, so 
shall the people of Israel who dwell in 
Samar'ia be rescued, with the corner of 
a couch and part^ of a bed.” 

13 “Hear, and testify against the house 

of Jacob,” 

says the Lord God, the God of 
hosts, 

14 “that on the day I punish Israel for 

his transgressions, 

I will punish the altars of Bethel, 

f Gk: Hcb Ashdod 0 The meaning: of the Hebrew word 
3.7t*Rcv 10.7. 


and fall to the ground. 

15 I will smite the winter house with the 
summer house; 

and the houses of ivory shall per¬ 
ish, 

and the great houses^ shall come to 
an end,” 

says the Lord. 

4 “Hear tins word, you cows of 
Bashan, 

who are in the mountain of 
Samar'ia, 

who oppress the poor, who crush the 
needy, 

who say to their husbands, 

‘Bring, that we may drink!' 

2 The Lord God has sworn by his 
holiness 

that, behold, the days are coming 
upon you, 

when they shall take you away with 
hooks, 

even the last of you with fish¬ 
hooks. 

3 And you shall go out through the 
breaches, 

every one straight before her; 
and you shall be cast forth into 
Harmon,” 

says the Lord. 

4 “Come to Bethel, and transgress; 
to Gilgal, and multiply trans¬ 
gression ; 

bring your sacrifices every morning, 
your tithes every three days; 

5 offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving of 
that which is leavened, 
and proclaim freewill offerings, 
publish them; 

for so you love to do, O people of 
Israeli” 

says the Lord God. 

6 “I gave you cleanness of teeth in all 
your cities, 

and lack of bread in all your places, 
yet you did not return to me,” 

says the Lord. 

‘And I also withheld the rain from 
you 

when there were yet three months 
to the harvest; 
is uncertain * Or many houstt 
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“Seek the Lord and live ” 

I would send rain upon one city, 
and send no rain upon another city; 
one field would be rained upon, 
and the field on which it did not 
rain withered; 

8 so two or three cities wandered to one 

city 

to drink water, and were not satis¬ 
fied; 

yet you did not return to me,” 

says the Loro. 

9 “I smote you with blight and mildew; 

I laid waste* your gardens and your 
vineyards; 

your fig trees and your olive trees 
the locust devoured; 
yet you did not return to me,” 

says the Lord. 

10 “I sent among you a pestilence after 

the manner of Egypt; 

I slew your young men with the 
sword; 

I carried away your horses ;•* 
and I made the stench of your 
camp go up into your nostrils; 
yet you did not return to me,” 

says the Lord. 

11 “I overthrew some of you, 

as when God overthrew Sodom 
and Gomor'rah, 

and you were as a brand plucked 
out of the burning ; 
yet you did not return to me,” 

says the Lord. 

12 “Therefore thus I will do to you, 

O Israel; 

because I will do this to you, 
prepare to meet your God, O 
Israel!” 


is the virgin Israel; 
forsaken on her land, 

with none to raise her up.” 

3 For thus says the Lord God: 

“The city that went forth a thousand 

shall have a hundred left, 
and that which went forth a hundred 
shall have ten left 
to the house of Israel.” 

4 For thus says the Lord to the house 

of Israel; 

“Seek me and live; 

5 but do not seek Bethel, 
and do not enter into Gilgal 

or cross over to Beer-sheba; 
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, 
and Bethel shall come to naught.” 

$ Seek the Lord and live, 

lest he break out like fire in the 
house of Joseph, 

and it devour, with none to quench 
it for Bethel, 

7 O you who turn justice to worm¬ 

wood, 

and cast down righteousness to the 
earth! 

8 He who made the Plei'ades and 

Orion, 

and turns deep darkness into the 
morning, 

and darkens the day into night, 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 
and pours them out upon the sur¬ 
face of the earth, 
the Lord is his name, 

9 who makes destruction flash forth 

against the strong, 
so that destruction comes upon the 
fortress. 


13 For lo, he who forms the mountains, io 
and creates the wind, 
and declares to man what is his 
thought; 

who makes the morning darkness, n 

and treads on the heights of the 
earth— 

the Lord, the God of hosts, is his 
name! 

5 Hear this word which I take 

up over you in lamentation, O house 
of Israel: 12 

2 “Fallen, no more to rise, 

* Cn: Hcb the multitude of 3 Heb with the captivitv of your 


They hate him who reproves in the 
gate, 

and they abhor him who speaks the 
truth. 

Therefore because you trample upon 
the poor 

and take from him exactions of 
wheat, 

you have built houses of hewn stone, 
but you shall not dwell in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
but you shall not drink their wine. 

For I know how many are your trans¬ 
gressions, 

horses 
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and how great are your sins— and the peace offerings of your fatted 

you who afflict the righteous, who beasts 

take a bribe, I will not look upon. 


and turn aside the needy in the 
gate. 

13 Therefore he who is prudent will 

keep silent in such a time; 
for it is an evil time. 

14 Seek good, and not evil, 

that you may live; 

and so the Lord, the God of hosts, 
will be with you, 
as you have said. 

15 Hate evil, and love good, 

and establish justice in the gate; 
it may be that the Lord, the God of 
hosts, 

will be gracious to the remnant of 
Joseph. 

^Therefore thus says the Lord, the 
God of hosts, the Lord': 

‘Tn all the squares there shall be 
wailing; 

and in all the streets they shall say, 
‘Alas! alas!’ 

They shall call the farmers to 
mourning 

and to wailing those who are 
skilled in lamentation, 

17 and in all vineyards there shall be 
wailing, 

for I will pass through the midst of 
you,’* 

says the Lord. 

38 Woe to you who desire the day of the 
Lord! 

Why would you have the day of the 
Lord? 

It is darkness, and not light; 

19 as if a man fled from a lion, 
and a bear met him; 

or went into the house and leaned 
with his hand against the wall, 
and a serpent bit him. 

20 Is not the day of the Lord darkness, 

and not light, 

and gloom with no brightness in it? 

21 “I hate, I despise your feasts, 

and I take, no delight in your 
solemn assemblies. 

22 Even though you offer me your burnt 

offerings and cereal offerings, 

I will not accept them, 

* Heb your images, your star-god 
5.25-27: Acts 7.42-43. 


23 Take away from me the noise of your 

songs; 

to the melody of your harps I will 
not listen. 

24 But let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an ever- 
flowing stream. 

25 “Did you bring to me sacrifices 
and offerings the forty years in the 
wilderness, O house of Israel? 26 You 
shall take up Sakkuth your king, and 
Kaiw&n your star-god, your images,* 
which you made for yourselves; 
27 therefore I will take you into exile be¬ 
yond Damascus,” says the Lord, whose 
name is the God of hosts. 

5 “Woe to those who are at ease in 
Zion, 

and to those who feel secure on the 
mountain of Samar la, 
the notable men of the first of the 
nations, 

to whom the house of Israel come! 
2 Pass over to Calneh, and see; 

and thence go to Hamath the 
great; 

then go down to Gath of the 
Philistines. 

Are they better than these kingdoms? 
Or is their territory greater than 
your territory, 

3 O you who put far away the evil day, 
and bring near the seat of violence? 

4 “Woe to those who lie upon beds of 
ivory, 

and stretch themselves upon their 
couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock, 
and calves from the midst of the 
stall; 

3 who sing idle songs to the sound of 
the harp, 

and like David invent for them¬ 
selves instruments of music; 

6 who drink wine in bowls, 

and anoint themselves with the 
finest oils, 

but are not grieved over the ruin of 
Joseph! 

7 Therefore they shall now be the first 
of those to go into exile. 
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and the revelry of those who stretch a judgment by fire, and it devoured the 
themselves shall pass away.” great deep and was eating up the land. 

^ Then I said, 

8 The Lord God has sworn by himself “O Lord God, cease, I beseech thee! 
(says the Lord, the God of hosts): How can Jacob stand? 

“I abhor the pride of Jacob, He is so small l” 

and hate his strongholds; <5The Lord repented concerning this; 

and I will deliver up the city and ‘‘This also shall not be,” said the 
all that is in it.” Lord God. 


9 And if ten men remain in one house, 
they shall die. 10 And when a man’s kins¬ 
man, he who bums him,* shall take him 
up to bring the bones out of the house, 
and shall say to him who is in the inner¬ 
most parts of the house, “Is there still 
any one with you?” he shall say, “No”; 
and he shall say, “Hush! We must not 
mention the name of the Lord.” 

For behold, the Lord commands, 
and the great house shall be 
smitten into fragments, 
and the little house into bits* 

12 Do horses run upon rocks? 

Does one plough the sea with oxen? 
But you have turned justice into 
poison 

and the fruit of righteousness into 
wormwood— 

13 you who rejoice in Lo-debar," 

who say, “Have we not by our own 
strength 

taken Karnaim® for ourselves?” 

M “For behold, I will raise up against 
you a nation, 

O house of Israel,” says the Lord, 
the God of hosts; 

“and they shall oppress you from the 
entrance of Hamath 
to the Brook of the Arabah.” 

7 Thus the Lord God showed me: 

behold, he was forming locusts in 
the beginning of the shooting up of the 
latter growth; and lo, it was the latter 
growth after the king’s mowings. 
5 When they had finished eating the 
grass of the land, I said, 

“O Lord God, forgive, I beseech 
thee! 

How can Jacob stand? 


7 He showed me: behold, the Lord 
was standing beside a wall built with a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in his 
hand. 8 And the Lord said to me, 
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, 
“A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, 

“Behold, I am setting a plumb line 
in the midst of my people Israel; 
I will never again pass by them; 

9 the high places of Isaac shall be made 
desolate, 

and the sanctuaries of Israel shall 
be laid waste, 

and I will rise against the house of 
Jerobo am with the sword.” 

10 Then Amazi'ah the priest of 
Bethel sent to Jerobo'am king of Israel, 
saying, “Amos has conspired against 
you in the midst of the house of Israel, 
the land is not able to bear all his 
words. 11 For thus Amos has said, 

‘Jerobo'am shall die by the sword, 
and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.’ ” 

!2 And Amazi'ah said to Amos, “O seer, 
go, flee away to the land of Judah, and 
eat bread there, and prophesy there; 
13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, 
for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a 
temple of the kingdom.” 

14 Then Amos answered Amazi'ah, 
“I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son 
but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of 
sycamore trees, 15 and the Lord took 
me from following the flock, and the 
Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my 
people Israel.* 

16 “Now therefore hear the word of the 
Lord. 

You say, ‘Do not prophesy against 
Israel, 


He is so small!” and do not preach against the house 

* The Lord repented concerning this; of Isaac/ 

“It shall not be,” said the Lord. 17 Therefore thus says the Lord: 

‘Your wife shall be a harlot in the city, 
4 Thus the Lord God showed me: and your sons and your daughters 

behold, the Lord God was calling for shall fall by the sword, 

* Or who makes a burning for him "Or a thing of naught ° Or horns V Or one of the softs of the prophets 
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and your land shall be parcelled out 
by line; 

you yourself shall die in an unclean 
land, 

and Israel shall surely go into exile 
away from its land.’ ” 

8 Thus the Lord God showed me: 

behold, a basket of summer fruit.'? 
-And he said, “Amos, what do you see?’* 
And I said, “A basket of summer 
fruit.Then the Lord said to me, 

“The end*' has come upon my people 
Israel; 

I will never again pass by them. 

3 The songs of the temple* shall be¬ 
come wailings in that day,” 

says the Lord God; 
“the dead bodies shall be many; 
in every place they shall be cast out 
in silence .” 1 

4 Hear this, you who trample upon the 
needy, 

and bring the poor of the land to an 
end, 

5 saying, “When will the new moon be 
over, 

that we may sell grain? 

And the sabbath, 

that we may offer wheat for sale, 
that we may make the ephah small 
and the shekel great, 
and deal deceitfully with false 
balances, 

6 that we may buy the poor for silver 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
and sell the refuse of the wheat?” 

7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of 
Jacob: 

“Surely I will never forget any of 
their deeds. 

8 Shall not the land tremble on this 
account, 

and every one mourn who dwells in 
it, 

and all of it rise like the Nile, 
and be tossed about and sink 
again, like the Nile of Egypt?” 

9 “And on that day,” says the Lord 
God, 

“I will make the sun go down at 
noon, 

and darken the earth in broad day¬ 
light. 

10 1 will turn your feasts into mourning, 

°Hcb qayits r Heb gets * Or palace 1 Or be tilent / 


Visions of Aw os 
and all your songs into lamenta¬ 
tion; 

I will bring sackcloth upon all loins, 
and baldness on every head; 

I will make it like the mourning for an 
only son, 

and the end of it like a bitter day. 

11 “Behold, the days are coming,” says 

the Lord God, 

“when I will send a famine on the 
land; 

not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for 
water, 

but of hearing the words of the 
Lord. 

12 They shall wander from sea to sea, 

and from north to east; 
they shall run to and fro, to seek the 
word of the Lord, 
but they shall not find it. 

13 “In that day the fair virgins and the 

young men 
shall faint for thirst. 

14 Those who swear by Ash'imah of 

Samar'ia, 

and say, ‘As thy god lives, O Dan,* 
and, ‘As die way of Beer-sheba 
lives,* 

they shall fall, and never rise 
again.” 

9 1 saw the Lord standing beside® 

the altar, and he said: 

“Smite the capitals until the thresh¬ 
olds shake, 

and shatter them on the heads of 
all the people ; v 

and what are left of them I will slay 
with the sword; 
not one of them shall flee away, 
not one of them shall escape. 

2 “Though they dig into Sheol, 

from there shall my hand take 
them; 

though they climb up to heaven, 
from there I will bring them 
down. 

3 Though they hide themselves on the 
top of Carmel, 

from there I will search out and 
take them; 

and though they hide from my sight 
at the bottom of the sea, 
there I will command the serpent, 
and it shall bite them. 

u Or upon v Heb all of them 



God will restore his people 

4 .And though they go into captivity 

before their enemies, 
there I will command the sword, 
and it shall slay them; 
and I will set my eyes upon them 
for evil and not for good.” 

5 The Lord, God of hosts, 

he w r ho touches the earth and it melts, 
and all who dwell in it mourn, 
and all of it rises like the Nile, 

and sinks again, like the Nile of 
Egypt; 

6 who builds his upper chambers in the 

heavens, 

and founds his vault upon the earth; 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 
and pours them out upon the sur¬ 
face of the earth— 
the Lord is his name. 

7 4 ‘Are you not like the Ethiopians to 
me, 

O people of Israel?” says the Lord. 
“Did I not bring up Israel from the 
land of Egypt, 

and the Philistines from Caphtor 
and the Syrians from Kir? 

• Behold, the eyes of the Lord God 
are upon the sinful kingdom, 
and I will destroy it from the sur¬ 
face of the ground; 
except that I will not utterly de¬ 
stroy the house of Jacob,” 

says the Lord. 

9 “For lo, I will command, 

and shake the house of Israel 
among all the nations 
as one shakes with a sieve. 
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but no pebble shall fall upon the 
earth. 

10 All the sinners of my people shall die 

by the sword, 

who say, ‘Evil shall not overtake or 
meet usd 

11 “In that day I will raise up 

the booth of David that is fallen 
and repair its breaches, 
and raise up its ruins, 
and rebuild it as in the days of old; 

12 that they may possess the remnant of 

Edom 

and all the nations who are called 
by my name,” 

says the Lord who does this. 

33 “Behold, the days are coming,” says 
the Lord, 

“when the ploughman shall over¬ 
take the reaper 

and the treader of grapes him who 
sow's the seed; 

the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
and all the hills shall flow with it. 

14 I will restore the fortunes of my 
people Israel, 

and they shall rebuild the ruined 
cities and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and drink 
their wine, 

and they shall make gardens and 
eat their fruit. 

35 I will plant them upon their land, 
and they shall never again be 
plucked up 

out of the land which I have given 
them,” 

says the Lord your God. 
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THE BOOK OF 

OBADIAH 


* The vision of Obadi'ah. 

Thus says the Lord God concerning 
Edom: 

We have heard tidings from the Lord, 
and a messenger has been sent 
among the nations: 


“Rise up! let us rise against her for 
battle!” 

2 Behold, I will make you small among 

the nations, 

you shall be utterly despised. 

3 The pride of your heart has de¬ 

ceived you. 


9.11-12: Acts 15.16-17. 9.13: Joel 3.18. 

1-21: Is 34; 63.1-6; Jer 49.7-22; Ezek 25.12-14; 35; Amos 1.11-12; Mai 1.2-5. 
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you who live in the defts of the 
rock," 

whose dwelling is high, 
who say in your heart, 

“Who will bring me down to the 
ground?” 

4 Though you soar aloft like the eagle, 
though your nest is set among the 
stars, 

thence I will bring you down, 

says the Lord. 

s If thieves came to you, 
if plunderers by night— 
how you have been destroyed!— 
would they not steal only enough 
for themselves? 

If grape gatherers came to you, 
would they not leave gleanings? 

6 How Esau has been pillaged, 

his treasures sought out! 

7 All your allies have deceived you, 

they have driven you to the border: 
your confederates have prevailed 
against you; 

your trusted friends have set a trap 
under you— 

there is no understanding of it. 

® Will I not on that day, says the 
Lord, 

destroy the wise men out of Edom, 
and understanding out of Mount 
Esau? 

9 And your mighty men shall be dis¬ 

mayed, O Teman, 
so that every man from Mount 
Esau will be cut off by slaughter. 

10 For the violence done to your 

brother Jacob, 
shame shall cover you, 
and you shall be cut off for ever. 

11 On the day that you stood aloof, 

on the day that strangers carried 
off his wealth, 

and foreigners entered his gates 
and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
you were like one of them. 

12 But you should not have gloated over 

the day of your brother 
in the day of his misfortune; 
you should not have rejoiced over the 
people of Judah 
in the day of their ruin; 
you should not have boasted 
in the day of distress. 

13 You should not have entered the gate 

of my people 

in the day of his calamity; 

n Or Sela b Cn: Hcb swallow c Cn: Hcb this army 


The day of the Lord is near 
you should not have gloated over his 
disaster 

in the day of his calamity; 
you should not have looted his goods 
in the day of his calamity. 

14 You should not have stood at the 

parting of the ways 
to cut off his fugitives; 
you should not have delivered up his 
survivors 

in the day of distress. 

15 For the day of the Lord is near upon 

all the nations. 

As you have done, it shall be done 
to you, 

your deeds shall return on your 
own head. 

16 For as you have drunk upon my holy 

mountain, 

all the nations round about shall 
drink; 

they shall drink, and stagger, 5 

and shall be as though they had not 
been. 

17 But in Mount Zion there shall be 

those that escape, 
and it shall be holy; 
and the house of Jacob shall possess 
their own possessions. 

18 The house of Jacob shall be a fire, 

and the house of Joseph a flame, 
and the house of Esau stubble; 
they shall bum them and consume 
them, 

and there shall be no survivor to 
the house of Esau; 

for the Lord has spoken. 

19 Those of the Negeb shall possess 

Mount Esau, 

and those of the Shephelah the 
land of the Philistines; 
they shall possess the land of 
E'phraim and the land of Sa- 
mar'ia 

and Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 

20 The exiles in Halah" who are of the 

people of Israel 

shall possess* Phoenicia as far as 
Zar'ephath; 

and the exiles of Jerusalem who are 
in Sephar'ad 

shall possess the cities of the 
Negeb. 

21 Saviours shall go up to Mount Zion 

to rule Mount Esau; 
and the kingdom shall be the 
Lord’s. 

* Cn: Heb which 



THE BOOK OF 


JONAH 


I Now the word of the Lord came 
to Jonah the son of Amit'tai, saying, 
2 “Arise, go to Nin'eveh, that great 
city, and cry against it.; for their wicked¬ 
ness has come tip before me.” 3 But 
Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the Lord. He went down tc 
Joppa and found a ship going to Tar¬ 
shish; so he paid the fare, and went on 
board, to go with them to Tarshish, 
away from the presence of the Lord. 

4 But the Lord hurled a great wind 
upon the sea, and there was a mighty 
tempest on the sea, so that the ship 
threatened to break up. 5 Then the 
mariners were afraid, and each cried to 
his god; and they threw the wares that 
were in the ship into the sea, to lighten it 
for them. But Jonah had gone down into 
the inner part of the ship and had lain 
down, and was fast asleep. 6 So the cap¬ 
tain came and said to him, “What do 
you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call upon 
your god! Perhaps the god will give a 
thought to us, that we do not perish.” 

7 And they said to one another, 
“Come, let us cast lots, that we may 
know on whose account this evil has 
come upon us.” So they cast lots, and 
the lot fell upon Jonah. 8 Then they said 
to him, “Tell us, on whose account this 
evil has come upon us? What is your 
occupation? And whence do you come? 
What is your country? And of what 
people are you?” 9 And he said to them, 
“I am a Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, 
the God of heaven, who made the sea 
and the dry land.” 10 Then the men 
were exceedingly afraid, and said to 
him, “What is this that you have done!” 
For the men knew that he was fleeing 
from the presence of the Lord, because 
he had told them. 

11 Then they said to him, “What 
shall we do to you, that the sea may 
quiet down for us?” For the sea grew 
more and more tempestuous. 12 He 
said to them, “Take me up and throw 
me into the sea; then the sea will quiet 
down for you; for I know it is because 
of me that this great tempest has come 

* Ch 2.1 in Heb 1.17: Mt 12.40. 


upon you.” 13 Nevertheless the men 
rowed hard to bring the ship back to 
land, but they could not, for the sea 
grew more and more tempestuous 
against them. 14 Therefore they cried to 
the Lord, “We beseech thee, O Lord, 
let us not perish for this man’s life, and 
lay not on us innocent blood; for thou, 
O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee.” 
15 So they took up Jonah and threw him 
into the sea; and the sea ceased from its 
raging, 16 Then the men feared the 
Lord exceedingly, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. 

17°And the Lord appointed a great 
fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and 
three nights. 

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord 
his God from the belly of the fish, 

2 saying, 

“I called to the Lord, out of my dis¬ 
tress, 

and he answered me; 
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 
and thou didst hear my voice. 

3 For thou didst cast me into the 

deep, 

into the heart of the seas, 
and the flood was round about me ; 
all thy waves and thy billows 
passed over me. 

4 Then I said, ‘I am cast out 

from thy presence; 
how shall I again look 
upon thy holy temple?* 

5 The waters closed in over me, 

the deep was round about me; 
weeds were wrapped about my head 

6 at the roots of the mountains. 

I went down to the land 

whose bars closed upon me for 
ever; 

yet thou didst bring up my life from 
the Pit, 

O Lord my God. 

7 When my soul fainted within me, 

I remembered the Lord; 
and my prayer came to thee, 
into thy holy temple. 

8 Those who pay regard to vain idols 
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forsake their true loyalty. 

9 But I with the voice of thanksgiving 
will sacrifice to thee; 
what X have vowed I will pay. 

Deliverance belongs to the Lord!’* 
I0 And the Lord spoke to the fish, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 

3 Then the word of the Lord came 
to Jonah the second time, saying, 
2 “Arise, go to Nin'eveh, that great city, 
and proclaim to it the message that I 
tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to 
Nin'eveh, according to the word of the 
Lord. Now Nin'eveh was an exceed¬ 
ingly great city, three days’ journey in 
breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day’s journey. And he 
cried, “Yet forty days, and Nin'eveh 
shall be overthrown!” - And the people 
of Nin'eveh believed God; they pro¬ 
claimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, 
from the greatest of them to the least of 
them. 

6 Then tidings reached the king of 
Nin'eveh, and he arose from his throne, 
removed his robe, and covered himself 
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And 
he made proclamation and published 
through Nin'eveh, “By the decree of 
the king and his nobles: Let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any¬ 
thing; let them not feed, or drink water, 
8 but let man and beast be covered with 
sackcloth, and let them cry mightily to 
God; yea, let every one turn from his 
evil way and from the violence which is 
in his hands. 9 Who knows, God may 
yet repent and turn from his fierce 
anger, so that we perish not?” 

10 When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil way, God 
repented of the evil which he had said 
he would do to them; and he did not do 
it. 


Jonah preaches to Nineveh 
But it displeased Jonah exceed¬ 
ingly, and he was angry. -And he 
prayed to the Lord and said, “I pray 
thee, Lord, is not this what 1 said when 
I was yet in my country? That is why I 
made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I 
knew that thou art a gracious God and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love, and repentest of evil. 
3 Therefore now, O Lord, take my life 
from me, I beseech thee, for it is beuer 
for me to die than to live.” 4 And the 
Lord said, “Do you do well to be 
angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the 
city and sat to the cast of the city, and 
made a booth for himself there, lie sat 
under it in the shade, till he should see 
what would become of the city. 

6 And the Lord God appointed a 
plant, 6 and made it come up over 
Jonah, that it might be a shade over his 
head, to save him from his discomfort. 
So Jonah was exceedingly glad because 
of the plant. * 7 But when dawn came up 
the next day, God appointed a worm 
which attacked the plant, 6 so that it 
withered. 8 When the sun rose, God ap¬ 
pointed a sultry east wind, and the sun 
beat upon the head of Jonah so that he 
was faint; and he asked that he might 
die, and said, “It is better for me to die 
than to live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, 
“Do you do well to be angry for the 
plant?” 6 And he said, “I do well to be 
angry, angry enough to die.” 10 And the 
Lord said, “You pity the plant, 6 for 
which you did not labour, nor did you 
make it grow, which came into being in 
a night, and perished in a night. 1J And 
should not I pity Nin'eveh, that great 
city, in which there are more than a 
hundred and twenty thousand persons 
who do not know their right hand from 
their left, and also much cattle?” 
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THE BOOK OF 

MICAH 


I The word of the Lord that came to 
Micah of Mo'resheth in the days of 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezeki'ah, kings of 
Judah, which he saw concerning Sa- 
mar'ia and Jerusalem. 

b Hcb qiqayon, probably the castor oil plant 
3.9: Joel 2.14. 4.2: Ex 34.6. 1.2: 1 Kings 22.28. 


2 Hear, you peoples, all of you; 

hearken, O earth, and all that is in 
it; 

and let the Lord God be a witness 
against you. 
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the Lord from his holy temple. shall take away from you its stand- 


For behold, the Lord is coming forth 
out of his place, 

and will come down and tread upon 
the high places of the earth. 

^ And the mountains will melt under 
him 

and the valleys will be cleft, 
like wax before the fire, 

like waters poured down a steep 
place. 

3 All this is for the transgression of 
Jacob 

and for the sins of the house of 
Israel. 

What is the transgression of Jacob? 

Is it not Samaria? 

And what is the sin of the house" of 
Judah? 

Is it not Jerusalem? 

Therefore I will make Samaria a 
heap in the open country, 

a place for planting vineyards; 
and I will pour down her stones into 
the valley, 

and uncover her foundations. 

7 All her images shall be beaten to 
pieces, 

all her hires shall be burned with 
fire, 

and all her idols I will lay waste; 
for from the hire of a harlot she 
gathered them, 

and to the hire of a harlot they shall 
return. 

* For this I will lament and wail; 

I will go stripped and naked; 

I will make lamentation like the 
jackals, 

and mourning like the ostriches. 

9 For her wound 6 is incurable; 

and it has come to Judah, 
it has reached to the gate of my peo- 



s0 Tell it not in Gath, 
weep not at all; 
in Beth-le-aph'rah 

roll yourselves in the dust. 

11 Pass on yom* way, 

inhabitants of Shaphir, 
in nakedness and shame; 
the inhabitants of Za'anan 
do not come forth; 
the wailing of Beth-e'zel 

* Gk Tg Compare Syr: Heb tohat are the high places 
" Cn: Heb the rebellious 

R.S.V.— 2 D 


ing place. 

12 For the inhabitants of Maroth 
wait anxiously for good, 
because evil has come down from the 
Lord 

to the gate of Jerusalem. 

S3 Harness the steeds to the chariots, 
inhabitants of Lachish; 
you were c the beginning of sin 
to the daughter of Zion, 
for in you were found 

the transgressions of Israel. 

14 Therefore you shall give parting gifts 

to Mo'resheth-gath; 
the houses of Achzib shall be a de¬ 
ceitful thing 
to the kings of Israel. 

15 1 will again bring a conqueror upon 

you, 

inhabitants of Mare'shah; 
the glory of Israel 

shall come to Adullam. 

Make yourselves bald and cut off 
your hair, 

for the children of your delight; 
make yourselves as bald as the eagle, 
for they shall go from you into 
exile. 

2 Woe to those who devise wicked¬ 
ness 

and work evil upon their beds! 
When the morning dawns, they per¬ 
form it, 

because it is in the power of their 
hand. 

2 They covet fields, and seize them; 
and houses, and take them away; 
they oppress a man and his house, 
a man and his inheritance. 

3 Therefore thus says the Lord: 
Behold, against this family I am de¬ 
vising evil, 

from which you cannot remove 
your necks; 

and you shall not walk haughtily, 
for it will be an evil time. 

4 In that day they shall take up a taunt 
song against you, 

and wail with bitter lamentation, 
and say, “We are utterly ruined: 
be changes the portion of my 
people; 

how he removes it from me! 

Among our captors* 1 he divides our 
fields.” 

6 Gk Syr Vg: Heb wounds f Cn: Heb if c oat 
3 
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5 Therefore you will have none to cast 

the line by lot 

in the assembly of the Lord. 

6 “Do not preach”—thus they preach— 

“one should not preach of such 
things; 

disgrace will not overtake us.” 

7 Should this be said, O house of 

Jacob? 

Is the Spirit of the Lord im¬ 
patient? 

Are these his doings? 

Do not my words do good 
to him who walks uprightly? 

8 But you rise against my people' as 

an enemy; 

you strip the robe from the peace¬ 
ful/ 

from those who pass by trustingly 
with no thought of war. 

9 The women of my people you drive 

out 

from their pleasant houses; 
from their young children you take 
away 

my glory for ever. 

10 Arise and go, 

for this is no place to rest; 
because of uncleanness that destroys 
with a grievous destruction. 

If a man should go about and utter 
wind and lies, 

saying, “I will preach to you of 
wine and strong drink,” 
he would be the preacher for this 
people! 

12 I will surely gather all of you, O 

Jacob, 

I will gather the remnant of Israel; 

I will set them together 
like sheep in a fold, 
like a flock in its pasture, 
a noisy multitude of men. 

13 He who opens the breach will go up 

before them; 

they will break through and pass 
the gate, 
going out by it. 

Their king will pass on before them, 
the Lord at their head. 

3 And I said: 

Hear, you heads of Jacob 
and rulers of the house of Israel! 

Is it not for you to know justice?— 


Rulers denounced 
you who hate the good and love 
the evil, 

who tear the skin from off my peo¬ 
ple, 

and their flesh from off their 
bones; 

3 who eat the flesh of my people, 

and flay their skin from off them, 
and break their bones in pieces, 
and chop them up like meat? in a 
kettle, 

like flesh in a cauldron. 

4 Then they will cry to the Lord, 

but he will not answer them; 
he will hide his face from them at that 
time, 

because they have made their 
deeds evil. 

5 Thus says the Lord concerning the 

prophets 

who lead my people astray, 
who cry “Peace” 

when they have something to eat, 
but declare war against him 

who puts nothing into their 
mouths. 

6 Therefore it shall be night to you, 

without vision, 

and darkness to you, without 
divination. 

The sun shall go down upon the 
prophets, 

and the day shall be black over 
them; 

7 the seers shall be disgraced, 

and the diviners put to shame; 
they shall all cover their lips, 
for there is no answer from God. 

8 But as for me, I am filled with 

power, 

with the Spirit of the Lord, 
and with justice and might, 
to declare to Jacob his transgression 
and to Israel his sin. 

9 Hear this, you heads of the house of 

Jacob 

and rulers of the house of Israel, 
who abhor justice 
and pervert all equity, 

10 who build Zion with blood 

and Jerusalem with wrong. 

11 Its heads give judgment for a bribe, 

its priests teach for hire, 
its prophets divine for money; 

a garment 


J gu Heb^yesterdqy my people rose * Cn: Heb froin before 
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yet they lean upon the Lord and say, 

“Is not the Lord in the midst of 
us? 

No evil shall come upon us.” 

17 Therefore because of you 

Zion shall be ploughed as a field; 
Jerusalem shall become a heap of 
ruins, 

and the mountain of the house a 
wooded height. 

4 It shall come to pass in the latter 
days 

that the mountain of the house of 
the Lord 

shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, 

and shall be raised up above the 
hills; 

and peoples shall flow to it, 

2 and many nations shall come, and 
say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
and we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go forth the 
law, 

and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 

3 He shall judge between many peo¬ 
ples, 

and shall decide for strong nations 
afar off; 

and they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning 
hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, 

neither shall they learn war any 
more; 

4 but they shall sit even 7 naan under his 
vine and under his fig tree, 
and none shall make them afraid; 
for the mouth of the Lord of hosts 
has spoken. 

3 For all the peoples walk 

each in the name of its god, 
but we will walk in the name of the 
Lord our God 
for ever and ever. 
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and gather those who have been 
driven away, 

and those whom I have afflicted; 

7 and the lame I will make the rem¬ 

nant; 

and those who were cast off, a 
strong nation; 

and the Lord will reign over them in 
Mount Zion 

from this time forth and for ever¬ 
more. 

8 And you, O tower of the flock, 

hill of the daughter of Zion, 
to you shall it come, 

the former dominion shall come, 
the kingdom of the daughter of 
Jerusalem. 

9 Now why do you cry aloud? 

Is there no king in you? 

Has your counsellor perished, 

that pangs have seized you like a 
woman in travail? 

10 Writhe and groan,* O daughter of 

Zion, 

like a woman in travail; 
for now you shall go forth from the 
city 

and dwell in the open country; 
you shall go to Babylon. 

There you shall be rescued, 

there the Lord will redeem you 
from the hand of your enemies. 

11 Now many nations 

are assembled against you, 
saying, “Let her be profaned, 

and let our eyes gaze upon Zion.” 

12 .But they do not know 

the thoughts of the Lord, 
they do not understand his plan, 
that he has gathered them as 
sheaves to the threshing floor. 

13 Arise and thresh, 

O daughter of Zion, 
for I will make your horn iron 
and your hoofs bronze; 
you shall beat in pieces many peoples, 
and shall* devote their gain to the 
Lord, 

their wealth to the Lord of the 
whole earth. 


6 In that day, says the Lord, 

I will assemble the lame 

* Hcb uncertain * Gk Syr Tg: Heb / will ^Ch 4.14 
4.1-3; Is 2.2-4. 4.4: Zech 3.10. 


5 ' 

in Heb 


Now you are walled about with a 
wall; fc 

siege is laid against us; 

* Cn Compare Gk; Heb obscure 
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with a rod they strike upon the cheek 
the ruler of Israel. 

2*But you, O Bethlehem Eph'rathah, 
who are little to be among the clans 
of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel* 
whose origin is from of old, 
from ancient days. 

3 Therefore he shall give them up until 

the time 

when she who is in travail has 
brought forth; 

then the rest of his brethren shall 
return 

to the people of Israel. 

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock 

in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the 
Lord his God. 

And they shall dwell secure, for now 
he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth. 

3 And this shall be peace, 

when the Assyrian comes into our 
land 

and treads upon our soil, 7 8 " 
that we will raise against him seven 
shepherds 

and eight princes of men; 

6 they shall rule the land of Assyria 

with the sword, 

and the land of Nimrod with the 
drawn sword;" 

and they 0 shall deliver us from the 
Assyrian 

when he comes into our land 
and treads within our border. 

7 Then the remnant of Jacob shall be 

in the midst of many peoples 
like dew from the Lord, 
like showers upon the grass, 
which tarry not for men 
nor wait for the sons of men. 

8 And the remnant of Jacob shall be 

among the nations, 
in the midst of many peoples, 
like a lion among the beasts of the 
forest, 

like a young lion among the flocks 
of sheep, 

which, when it goes through, treads 
down 


Deliver from Bethlehem 
and tears in pieces, and there is 
none to deliver. 

9 Your hand shall be lifted up over your 
adversaries, 

and all your enemies shall be cut 
off. 

10 And in that day, says the Lord, 

I will cut off your horses from 
among you 

and will destroy your chariots; 

11 and I will cut off the cities of your 

land 

and throw down all your strong¬ 
holds ; 

12 and I will cut off sorceries from your 

hand, 

and you shall have no more sooth¬ 
sayers ; 

13 and I will cut off your images 

and your pillars from among you, 
and you shall bow down no more 
to the work of your hands; 

14 and I will root out your Ashe "rim 

from among you 
and destroy your cities. 

15 And in anger and wrath I will execute 
vengeance 

upon the nations that did not obey. 

Hear what the Lord says: 

Arise, plead your case before the 
mountains, 

and let the hills hear your voice. 

2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy 

of the Lord, 

and you enduring foundations of 
the earth; 

for the Lord has a controversy with 
his people, 

and he will contend with Israel. 

3 “O my people, what have I done to 

you? 

In what have I wearied you? 
Answer me! 

4 For I brought you up from the land 

of Egypt, 

and redeemed you from the house 
of bondage; 

and I sent before you Moses, 

Aaron, and Miriam. 

5 O my people, remember what Balak 

king of Moab devised, 
and what Balaam the son of Be'or 
answered him* 
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* Ch 5.1 in Heb m Gk: Heb in our palaces n Ca: Heb in its entrances 
0 Heb he 

&2xMt2.6;Jn 7.42. 
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and what happened from Shittim to 
Gilgal, 

that you may know the saving acts 
of the Lord.” 

6“With what shall I come before the 
Lord, 

and bow myself before God on 
high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt 
offerings, 

with calves a year old? 

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thou¬ 

sands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my first-born for my 
transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul?” 

8 He has showed you, O man, what is 

good; 

and what does the Lord require of 
you 

but to do justice, and to love kind¬ 
ness,^ 

and to walk humbly with your 
God? 

9 The voice of the Lord cries to the 

city— 

and it is sound wisdom to fear thy 
name: 

“Hear, O tribe and assembly of the 
city! v 

10 Can I forget 7 the treasures of 
wickedness in the house of the 
wicked, 

and the scant measure that is ac¬ 
cursed? 

Shall I acquit the man with wicked 
scales 

and with a bag of deceitful weights? 

12 Your* rich men are full of violence; 

your* inhabitants speak lies, 

and their tongue is deceitful in 
their mouth. 

1 3 Therefore I have begun 4 to smite you, 

making you desolate because of 
your sins. 

14 You shall eat, but not be satisfied, 

and there shall be hunger in your 
inward parts; 

you shall put away, but not save, 

and what you save I will give to the 
sword. 
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15 You shall sow, but not reap; 

you shall tread olives, but not 
anoint yourselves with oil; 
you shall tread grapes, but not 
drink wine. 

16 For you have kept the statutes of 

Omri," 

and all the works of the house of 
Ahab; 

and you have walked in their 
counsels; 

that I may make you a desolation, and 
your ! ' inhabitants a hissing; 
so you shall bear the scorn of the 
peoples.” 1 * 

7 Woe is me! For I have become 
as when the summer fruit has been 
gathered, 

as when the vintage has been 
gleaned: 

there is no cluster to eat, 

no first-ripe fig which my soul 
desires. 

2 The godly man has perished from the 
earth, 

and there is none upright among 
men; 

they all lie in wait for blood, 

and each hunts his brother with a 
net. 

3 Their hands are upon what is evil, 
to do it diligently; 
the prince and the judge ask for a 
bribe, 

and the great man utters the evil 
desire of his soul; 
thus they weave it together. 

4 The best of them is like a brier, 
the most upright of them a thorn 
hedge. 

The day of their- 7 watchmen, of their- 1 ' 
punishment, lias come; 
now their confusion is at hand. 

5 Put no trust in a neighbour, 
have no confidence in a friend; 
guard the doors of your mouth 
from her who lies in your 
bosom; 

6 for the son treats the father with con¬ 
tempt, 

the daughter rises up against her 
mother, 

the daughter-in-law against heir 
mother-in-law; 


821 


f Or steadfast low * Cn Compare Gk r Heb and who has appointed it yet r Cn: Heb uncertain 
* Hcb whose * Gk Syr Vg: Heb have made sick u Gk Syr Vg Tg: Heb the statutes of Omri are kept 
r Heb its w Gk: Heb my people x Heb your 
7.6: Mt 10.21, 35-36} Mfc 13.12; Lk 12.53. 
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a man’s enemies are the men of his 
own house. 

1 But as for me, I will look to the 
Lord, 

I will wait for the God of my 
salvation; 

my God will hear me. 

8 Rejoice not over me, O my enemy! 
when I fall, I shall rise; 
when I sit in darkness, 

the Lord will be a light to me. 

9 1 will bear the indignation of the 
Lord 

because I have sinned against him, 
until he pleads my cause 
and executes judgment for me. 

He will bring me forth to the light; 

I shall behold his deliverance. 

10 Then my enemy will see, 

and shame will cover her who said 
to me, 

“Where is the Lord your God?” 

My eyes will gloat over her; 
now she will be trodden down 
like the mire of the streets. 

H A day for the building of your walls! 

In that day the boundary shall be 
far extended. 

12 In that day they will come to you, 

from Ass:Tia to*' Egypt, 
and from Egypt to the River, 
from sea to sea and from mountain 
to mountain. 

13 But the earth will be desolate 

because of its inhabitants, 
for the fruit of their doings. 

14 Shepherd thy people with thy staff, 

the flock of thy inheritance. 


God's compassion for Israel 
who dwell alone in a forest 
in the midst of a garden land; 
let them feed in Bashan and Gilead 
as in the days of old. 

I 5 As in the days when you came out of 
the land of Egypt 
I will show them* marvellous 
things. 

46 The nations shall see and be ashamed 
of all their might; 

they shall lay their hands on their 
mouths; 

their ears shall be deaf; 

17 they shall lick the dust like a serpent, 
like the crawling things of the 
earth; 

they shall come trembling out of their 
strongholds, 

they shall turn in dread to the 
Lord our God, 

and they shall fear because of thee. 

J8 Who is a God like thee, pardoning 
iniquity 

and passing over transgression 
for the remnant of his inheritance? 
He does not retain his anger for ever 
because he delights in steadfast- 
love. 

19 He will again have compassion upon 

us, 

he will tread our iniquities under 
foot. 

Thou wilt cast all our® sins 
into the depths of the sea. 

20 Thou wilt show faithfulness to Jacob 

and steadfast love to Abraham, 
as thou hast sworn to our fathers 
from the days of old. 


THE BOOK OF 

NAHUM 


I An oracle concerning Nin'eveh. 

The book of the vision of Nahum of 
Elkosh. 

2 The Lord is a jealous God and 
avenging, 

the Lord is avenging and wrath¬ 
ful; 


9 Cn: Heb and cities of * Heb him 0 Gk Syr Vg Tg: 
7.20i Lk 1.55. l-3s It 10.5-34; Zeph 2.12-15. 


the Lord takes vengeance on his 
adversaries 

and keeps wrath for his enemies. 

3 The Lord is slow to anger and of 
great might, 

and the Lord will by no means 
clear the guilty. 

Heb their 
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His way is in whirlwind and storm, 
and the clouds are the dust of his 
feet. 

4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry* 
he dries up all the rivers; 

Bashan and Carmel wither, 
the bloom of Lebanon fades. 

$ The mountains quake before him, 
the hills melt; 

She earth is laid waste before him, 
the world and all that dwell there® 


fiWho can stand before his indigna¬ 
tion? 

Who can endure the heat of his 
anger? 

His wrath is poured out like fire, 
and the rocks are broken asunder 
by him. 

3 The Lord is good, 

a stronghold in die day of trouble; 
he knows those who take refuge in 
him. 

# But with an overflowing flood 

he will make a full end of his 
adversaries," 

and will pursue his enemies into 
darkness. 

® What do you plot against the Lord? 
He will make a full end; 
he will not take vengeance* twice 
on his foes. c 

30 Like entangled thorns they are con¬ 
sumed/ 
like dry stubble. 

51 Did one not* come out from you, 

who plotted evil against the Lord, 
and counselled villainy? 

52 Thus says the Lord, 

“Though they be strong and many/ 
they will be cut off and pass away. 

Though I have afflicted you, 

I will afflict you no more. 

53 And now I will break his yoke from 

off you 

and will burst your bonds a- 
sunder.” 

84 The Lord has given commandment 
about you: 

“No more shall your name be per¬ 
petuated; 
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from the house of your gods I will 
cut off 

the graven image and the molten 
image. 

I will make your grave, for you are 
vile.” 

SSfBehold, on the mountains the feet of 
him 

who brings good tidings, 
who proclaims peace! 

Keep your feasts, O Judah, 
fulfil your vows, 

for never again shall the wicked come 
against you, 
he is utterly cut off. 

The shatterer has come up against 
you. 

Man the ramparts; 
watch the road; 
gird your loins; 

collect all vour strength. 

2 (For the Lord is restoring the majesty 

of Jacob 

as the maj'esty of Israel, 
for plunderers have stripped them 
and ruined their branches.) 

3 The shield of his mighty men is red, 

his soldiers are clothed in scarlet. 
The chariots flash like flame* 
when mustered in array; 
the chargers' 1 prance. 

4 The chariots rage in the streets, 

they rush to and fro through the 
squares; 

they gleam like torches, 
they dart like lightning. 

3 The officers are summoned* 
they stumble as they go* 
they hasten to the wall, 
the mantelet is set up. 

6 The river gates are opened, 

the palace is in dismay; 

7 its mistress* is stripped, she is carried 

off, 

her maidens lamenting, 
moaning like doves, 
and beating their breasts, 

8 Nin'eveh is like a pool 

whose waters ;c run away, 

“Halt! Halt!” they cry; 


* Gk: Hcb her place * Gk: Heb rise up e Cn: Heb distress 

7 Hcb are consumed, drunken as toith their drink e Cn: Heb fully •'Heb uncertain 9 Ch 2.1 in Heb 

* i a: The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain * Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb ^presses 
{The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain 

* Cn Compare Gk: Heb from the days that she has become, and they 
1.15; Is 40.9} 52.7} Acts 10.36} Rom 10.15. 
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but none turns back, 

9 Plunder the silver, 
plunder the gold! 

There is no end of treasure, 

or wealth of every precious thing. 

1°Desolate! Desolation and ruin! 

Hearts faint and knees tremble* 
anguish is on all loins, 
all faces grow pale! 
t! Where is the lions* den, 

the cave* of the young lions, 
where the lion brought his prey, 
where his cubs were, with none 
to disturb? 

12 The lion tore enough for his whelps 
and strangled prey for his lionesses; 
he filled his caves with prey 
and his dens with tom flesh. 

13 Behold, I am against you, says the 
Lord of hosts, and I will bum your m 
chariots in smoke, and the sword shall de¬ 
vour your young lions; I will cut off your 
prey from the earth, and the voice of your 
messengers shall no more be heard. 

3 Woe to the bloody city, 
all full of lies and booty— 
no end to the plunder! 

2 The crack of whip, and rumble of 
wheel, 

galloping horse and bounding 
chariot! 

3 Horsemen charging, 

flashing sword and glittering spear, 
hosts of slain, 
heaps of corpses, 
dead bodies without end— 
they stumble over the bodies! 

4 And all for the countless harlotries of 
the harlot, 

graceful and of deadly charms, 
who betrays nations with her har¬ 
lotries, 

and peoples with her charms. 

5 Behold, I am against you, 
says the Lord of hosts, 
and will lift up your skirts over 

F ur face; 

will let nations look on your 
nakedness 

and kingdoms on your shame. 

6 1 will throw filth at you 

and treat you with contempt, 
and make you a gazingstock. 

7 And all who look on you will shrink 
from you and say, 

*Cn: Heb pasture ~ 


Utter ruin of Nineveh 

Wasted is Nin'eveh; who will be¬ 
moan her? 

whence shall I seek comforters for 
her?" 

8 Are you better than Thebes® 

that sat by the Nile, 
with water around her, 
her rampart a sea, 
and water her wail? 

9 Ethiopia was her strength, 

Egypt too, and that without 
limit; 

Put and the Libyans were hetP 
helpers. 

10 Yet she was carried away, 

she went into captivity; 
her little ones were dashed In pieces 
at the head of every street; 
for her honoured men lots were cast, 
and all her great men were bound 
in chains. 

H You also will be drunken, 
you will be dazed; 
you will seek 

a refuge from the enemy. 

12 All your fortresses are like fig trees 

with first-ripe figs— 
if shaken they fall 

into the mouth of the eater» 

13 Behold, your troops 

are women in your midst. 

The gates of your land 

are wide open to your foes; 
fire has devoured your bars® 

* 4 Draw water for the siege, 
strengthen your forts; 
go into the day, 
tread the mortar, 
take hold of the brick mould! 

*3 There will the fire devour you, 
the sword will cut you off. 

It will devour you like the locust. 

Multiply yourselves like the locust, 
multiply like the grasshopper! 

16 You increased your merchants 

more than the stars of the heavens. 
The locust spreads its wings and 
flies away. 

17 Your princes are like grasshoppers, 

your scribes* like douds of locust 3 
settling on the fences 
in a day of cold— 
when the sun rises, they fly away; 
no one knows where they are. 


Heb her ”Gk:Hebjw» • Heb No-amon ?Gk:Heb your ® Or marshals 



Vengeance of the Chaldeans 
18 Your shepherds are asleep, 

O king of Assyria; 
your nobles slumber. 

Your people are scattered on the 
mountains 

with none to gather them. 


HABAKKUK 2 

19 There is no assuaging your hurt, 
your wound is grievous. 

All who hear the news of you 
clap their hands over you. 

For upon whom has not come 
your unceasing evil? 
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THE BOOK OF 

HABAKKUK 


I The oracle of God which Habak'- They laugh at every fortress, 

kuk the prophet saw. for they heap up earth and take it. 

2 O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 11 Then they sweep by like the wind 
and thou wilt not hear? and go on. 

Or cry to thee “Violence!” guilty men, whose own might is 

and thou wilt not save? their god 1 

3 Why dost thou make me see wrongs 

and look upon trouble? 12 Art thou not from everlasting. 

Destruction and violence are before O Lord my God, my Holy One? 
me; We shall not die. 

strife and contention arise. O Lord, thou hast ordained them as a 

4 So the law is slacked judgment; 

and justice never goes forth. and thou, O Rock, hast established 

For the wicked surround the right- them for chastisement. 

eous, 13 Thou who art of purer eyes than to 

so justice goes forth perverted. behold evil 

and canst not look on wrong, 

5 Look among the nations, and see; why dost thou look on faithless men, 

wonder and be astounded. and art silent when the wicked 

For I am doing a work in your days swallows up 

that you would not believe if told. the man more righteous than he? 

® For lo, I am rousing the Chalde'ans, 14 For thou makest men like the fish of 
that bitter and hasty nation, the sea, 

who march through the breadth of like crawling things that have no 
the earth, ruler, 

to seize habitations not their own. 15 He brings all of them up with a hook* 
7 Dread and terrible arc they; he drags them out with his net, 

their justice and dignity proceed he gathers them in his seine; 
from themselves. so he rejoices and exults. 

* Their horses are swifter than leop- *6 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 
ards, and bums incense to his seines 

more fierce than the evening for by them he lives in luxury, 6 
wolves; and his food is rich, 

their horsemen press proudly on. 17 Is he then to keep on emptying his 
Yea, their horsemen come from afar; net, 

they fly like an eagle swift to dc- and mercilessly slaying nations for 
vour. ever? 

9 They all come for violence; 

terror* of them goes before them. I will take my stand to watch. 

They gather captives like sand. ^ and station myself on the tower, 

10 At kings they scoff, and look forth to see what he will say 

and of rulers they make sport. to me, 

B Cn: Heb uncertain 6 Heb his portion is fat 

1-2* Is 13.l-14.23j 47; Jer 50-51. IJ&t Acts 13.41. l.Ot Rev 20.9. 2.1* Is 21.8. 
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and what I will answer concerning 
my complaint. 

2 And the Lord answered me 
“Write the vision; 

make it plain upon tablets, 
so he may run who reads it. 

3 For still the vision awaits its time; 

it hastens to the end—it will not 
lie. 

If it seem slow, wait for it; 
it will surely come, it will not delay. 

4 Behold, he whose soul is not upright 

in him shall fail/ 

but the righteous shall live by his 
faith. 4 

3 Moreover, wine is treacherous; 

the arrogant man shall not abide.® 
His greed is as wide as Sheol; 

like death he has never enough. 

He gathers for himself all nations, 
and collects as his own all peoples.** 

6 Shall not all these take up their taunt 
against him, in scoffing derision of him, 
and say, 

“Woe to him who heaps up what is 
not his own— 
for how long?— 

and loads himself with pledges!** 

7 Will not your debtors suddenly arise, 

and those awake who will make 
you tremble? 

Then you will be booty for them. 

8 Because you have plundered many 

nations, 

all the remnant of the peoples shall 
plunder you, 

for the blood of men and violence to 
the earth, 

to cities and all who dwell therein. 

9 Woe to him who gets evil gain for his 

house, 

to set his nest on high, 
to be safe from the reach of harm! 
lOYou have devised shame to your 
house 

by cutting off many peoples; 
you have forfeited your life. 

11 For the stone will cry out from the 

wall, 

and the beam from the wood¬ 
work respond. 

12 Woe to him who builds a town with 

blood. 


and founds a city on iniquity! 

13 Behold, is it not from the Lord of 
hosts 

that peoples labour only for fire, 
and nations weary themselves for 
naught? 

M For the earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, 

as the waters cover the sea. 

15 Woe to him who makes his neigh¬ 
bours drink 

of the cup of his wrath/ and makes 
them drunk, 
to gaze on their shame! 

i® You will be sated with contempt in® 
stead of glory. 

Drink, yourself, and stagger!» 

The cup in the Lord’s right hand 
will come around to you, 
and shame will come upon your 
glory! 

17 The violence done to Lebanon will 

overwhelm you; 

the destruction of the beasts will 
terrify you/ 

for the blood of men and violence to 
the earth, 

to cities and all who dwell therein,, 

18 What profit is an idol 

when its maker has shaped 
it, 

a metal image, a teacher of lies? 

For the workman trusts in his own 
creation 

when he makes dumb idols! 

w Woe to him who says to a wooden 
thing. Awake; 
to a dumb stone. Arise! 

Can this give revelation? 

Behold, it is overlaid with gold and 
silver, 

and there is no breath at all in it. 

20 But the Lord is in his holy temple} 
let all the earth keep silence before 
him. 

3 A prayer of HabakTcuk the proph¬ 
et, according to Shigion'oth. 

2 O Lord, I have heard the report of 
thee, 

and thy work, O Lord, do I fear* 
In the midst of the years renew it; 


® Cn: Heb is puffed up d Or faithfulness e The Hebrew of these two lines is obsoire 
1 Cn: Heb joining to your wrath 9 Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb be uncircumcised " Gk Syr: Heb them 
Heb 1037. 2.4« Rom 1.17; Gal 3.11; Heb 10.38-39. 2.14t Is 11.9. L20: Zeph 1.7; Zech 2.13. 
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in the midst of the years make it 
known; 12 

in wrath remember mercy. 

3 God came from Teman, 

and the Holy One- from Mount 13 
Faran. 

His glory covered the heavens, 
and the earth was full of his praise. 

Selah 

* His brightness was like the light, 
rays flashed from his hand; 
and there he veiled his power. 14 

5 Before him went pestilence, 

and plague followed close behind. 

6 He stood and measured the earth; 

he looked and shook the nations; 
then the eternal mountains were 
scattered, 15 

the everlasting hills sank low. 

His ways were as of old. 

? I saw the tents of Cushan in afflic¬ 
tion; 16 

the curtains of the land of Mid'ian 
did tremble. 

8 Was thy wrath against the rivers, 

O Lord? 

Was thy anger against the rivers, 
or thy indignation against the sea, 
when thou didst ride upon thy 
horses, 

upon thy chariot of victory? 11 

9 Thou didst strip the sheath from thy 

bow, 

and put the arrows to the string.* 
Selah 

Thou didst cleave the earth with 
rivers. 18 

80 The mountains saw thee, and 
writhed; 

the raging waters swept on; 19 

the deep gave forth its voice, 
it lifted its hands on high. 

H The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation-* 

at the light of thine arrows as they 
sped. 


HABAKKUK3 

at the flash of thy glittering spear. 
Thou didst bestride the earth in fury, 
thou didst trample the nations 
in anger. 

Thou wentest forth for the salvation 
of thy people, 

for the salvation of thy anointed. 
Thou didst crush the head of the 
wicked,* 

laying him bare from thigh to 
neck.* Selah 

Thou didst pierce with thy m shafts 
the head of his warriors, 71 
who came like a whirlwind to 
scatter me, 

rejoicing as if to devour the poor in 
secret. 

Thou didst trample the sea with thy 
horses, 

the surging of mighty waters. 

I hear, and my body trembles, 
my lips quiver at the sound; 
rottenness enters into my bones, 
my steps totter 0 beneath me. 

I will quietly wait for the day of 
trouble 

to come upon people who invade 
us. 

Though the fig tree do not blossom* 
nor fruit be on the vines, 
the produce of the olive fail 
and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold 
and there be no herd in the stalls* 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, 

I will joy in the God of my salva¬ 
tion. 

God, the Lord, is my strength; 
he makes my feet like hinds’ feet, 
he makes me tread upon my high 
places. 

To the choirmaster; with stringed* 
instruments. 


® Cn: Heb obscure Heb uncertain * Cn: Hcb head from the house of the wicked * Heb obscure m Heb fds 
n Vg Compare Gk Syr: Heb uncertain 0 Cn Compare Gk: Heb I tremble because * Heb my stringed 



THE BOOK OF 


ZEPHANIAH 


I The word of the Lord which came 
to Zephani'ah the son of Cushi, son 
of Gedali'ah, son of Amari'ah, son of 
Hezeki'ah, in the days of Josi'ah the son 
of Amon, king of Judah. 

2 “I will utterly sweep away every¬ 
thing 

from the face of the earth,” says the 
Lord. 

3 “I will sweep away man and beast; 
I will sweep away the birds of the 
air 

and the fish of the sea. 

I will overthrow" the wicked; 

I will cut off mankind 
from the face of the earth,” says the 
Lord. 

4 "I will stretch out my hand against 
Judah, 

and against all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; 

and I will cut off from this place the 
remnant of Ba'al 

and the name of the idolatrous 
priests; 6 

5 those who bow down on the roofs 
to the host of the heavens; 
those who bow down and swear to 
the Lord 

and yet swear by Milcom; 

6 those who have turned back from 
following the Lord, 
who do not seek the Lord or in¬ 
quire of him.” 

7 Be silent before the Lord God! 

For the day of the Lord is at 
hand; 

the Lord has prepared a sacrifice 
and consecrated his guests. 

* And on the day of the Lord’s sacri¬ 
fice— 

W I will punish the officials and the 
king's sons 

and all who array themselves in 
foreign attire. 

* On that day I will punish 

every one who leaps over the 
threshold. 


and those who fill their master's 
house 

with violence and fraud.” 

“On that day,” says the Lord, 

“a cry will be heard from the Fish 
Gate, 

a wail from the Second Quarter, 
a loud crash from the hills. 

11 Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar I 

For all the traders are no more; 
all who weigh out silver are cut off, 

12 At that time I will search Jerusalem 

with lamps, 

and I will punish the men 
who are thickening upon ; their lees, 
those who say in their hearts. 

The Lord will not do good, 
nor will he do ill.* 

13 Their goods shall be plundered, 

and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, 
they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, 

they shall not drink wine from 
them.” 

14 The great day of the Lord is near, 

near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is 
bitter, 

the mighty man cries aloud there. 

15 A day of wrath is that day, 

a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

16 a day of trumpet blast and batdc 

cry 

against the fortified cities 
and against the lofty battlements. 

17 1 will bring distress on men, 

so that they shall walk like the 
blind, 

because they have sinned against 
the Lord; 

their blood shall be poured out like 
dust, 

and their flesh like dung. 


° Cn: Heb the stumbling blocks 6 Compare Gk: Heb idolatrous priests with the priests 
Mi Hab 2.20; Zech 2.13. 
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18 Neither their silver nor their gold 
shall be able to deliver them 
on the day of the wrath of the 
Lord. 

In the fire of his iealous wrath, 

all the earth shall be consumed; 5 
for a full, yea, sudden end 

he will make of all the inhabitants 
of the earth. 

2 Come together and hold assembly, 

O shameless nation, 

2 before you are driven away 
like the drifting chaff, c 
before there comes upon you 
the fierce anger of the Lord, 
before there comes upon you 

the day of the wrath of the Lord. 

3 Seek the Lord, all you humble of the 10 
land, 

who do his commands; 
seek righteousness, seek humility; 
perhaps you may be hidden 
on the day of the wrath of the 11 
Lord. 

4 For Gaza shall be deserted, 

and Ash'kelon shall become a 
desolation; 

Ashdod’s people shall be driven out 
at noon, 


ZEPHANIAH 2 

and the revilings of the Ammon- 

how they have taunted my people 
and made boasts against their 
territory. 

Therefore, as I live,” says the Lord 
of hosts, 

the God of Israel, 

“Moab shall become like Sodom, 
and the Ammonites like Gomor'- 
rah, 

a land possessed by nettles and salt 
pits, 

and a waste for ever. 

The remnant of my people shall 
plunder them, 

and the survivors of my nation shall 
possess them.” 

This shall be their lot in return for 
their pride, 

because they scoffed and boasted 
against the people of the Lord of 
hosts. 

The Lord will be terrible against 
them; 

yea, he will famish all the gods of 
the earth, 

and to him shall bow down, 
each in its place, 
all the lands of the nations. 


and Ekron shall be uprooted. 

5 Woe to you inhabitants of the sea- 

coast, 

you nation of the Cher'ethites! 
The word of the Lord is against you, 
O Canaan, land of the Philistines; 
and I will destroy you till no in¬ 
habitant is left, 

6 And you, O seacoast, shall be pas¬ 

tures, 

meadows for shepherds 
and folds for flocks. 

7 The seacoast shall become the pos¬ 

session 

of the remnant of the house of 
Judah, 

on which they shall pasture, 
and in the houses of Ash'kelon 
they shall lie down at evening. 

For the Lord their God will be 
mindful of them 
and restore their fortunes. 

• “I have heard the taunts of Moab 


12 You also, O Ethiopians, 

shall be slain by my sword. 

13 And he will stretch out his hand 

against the north, 
and destroy Assyria; 
and he will make Nin'eveh a desola¬ 
tion, 

a dry waste like the desert. 

1* Herds shall lie down in the midst of 
her, 

all the beasts of the field ; a 
the vulture* and the hedgehog 
shall lodge in her capitals^ 
the owP f shall hoot in the window, 
the raven? croak on the threshold; 
for her cedar work will be laid 
bare. 

15 This is the exultant city 
that dwelt secure, 
that said to herself, 

“I am and there is none else.” 
What a desolation she has become* 
a lair for wild beasts! 


*Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb before a decree is born; like chaff a day has passed away 
a Tg Compare Gk: Heb station * The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain 'Cn: Heb a voice 
* Gk Vg: Heb desolation 

2.4-7: Is 14.29-31; Jer 47; Ezek 25.15-17; Joel 3.4-8; Amos 1.6-8; Zech 9.5-7. 

*“ “ . .‘. " ’ 25.8-11; ■ - -- ' 


2.8-1 Il ls i5-16 3 ; l 25 J< l(M2; Jer 48; Ezek 


Amos 2.1-3. 2.12: Is 18. 2.13-15: Is 10.5-34; Nahu 
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Every one who passes by her to a pure speech, 

hisses and shakes his f that all of them may call on the name 

of the Lord 


3 Woe to her that is rebellious and 
defiled, 

the oppressing city I 
2 She listens to no voice, 
she accepts no correction. 

She does not trust in the Lord, 
she does not draw near to her 
God. 

3 Her officials within her 
are roaring lions; 
her judges are evening wolves 

that leave nothing till the morning, 
4 Her prophets are wanton, 
faithless men: 

her priests profane what is sacred, 
they do violence to the law. 

5 The Lord within her is righteous, 
he does no wrong; 

every morning he shows forth his 
justice, 

each dawn he does net fail; 
but the unjust knows no shame. 

4 “I have cut off nations; 

their battlements are in ruins; 

X have laid waste their streets 
so that none walks in them; 
their cities have been made desolate, 
without a man, without an in¬ 
habitant. 

7 1 said, ‘Surely she will fear me, 
she will accept correction; 
she will not lose sight 71 
of all that I have enjoined upon 
her.* 

But all the more they were eager 
to make all their deeds corrupt." 

8 "Therefore wait for me,” says the 
Lord, 

"for the day when I arise as a 
witness. 

For my decision is to gather nations, 
to assemble kingdoms, 
to pour out upon them my indig¬ 
nation, 

all the heat of my anger; 
for in the fire of my jealous wrath 
all the earth shall be consumed. 

9 "Yea, at that time I will change the 
speech of the peoples 

* Gk Syr: Heb and fur duelling toiii not bo cut off * Gk 
* Cn: Heb they were 
3.13: Rev 14.1 


and serve him with one accord. 

10 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia 
my suppliants, the daughter of my 
dispersed ones, 
shall bring my offering. 

13 On that day you shall not be put to 
shame 

because of the deeds by which you 
have rebelled against me; 
for then I will remove from your 
midst 

your proudly exultant ones, 
and you shall no longer be haughty 
in my holy mountain. 

32 For I will leave in the midst of you 
a people humble and lowly. 

They shall seek refuge in the name of 
the Lord, 

13 those who are left in Israel; 
they shall do no wrong 
and utter no lies, 

nor shall there be found in their 
mouth 

a deceitful tongue. 

For they shall pasture and lie down, 
and none shall make them afraid.” 

- 4 Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter of Jerusalem! 

S3 The Lord has taken away the judg¬ 
ments against you, 
he has cast out your enemies. 

The King of Israel, the Lord, is in 
your midst; 

you shall fear evil no more. 

On that day it shall be said to Jeru¬ 
salem: 

"Do not fear, O Zion; 
let not your hands grow weak. 

17 The Lord, your God, is in your 

midst, 

a warrior who gives victory: 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you* in hi£ love; 
he will exult over you with loud 
singing 

18 as on a day of festival.^ 

"I will remove disaster* from you, 
so that you will not bear reproach 
for it. 

Syr: Heb he taill bo silent i Gk Syr; Heb obscure 
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19 Behold, at that time I will deal 

with all your oppressors. 

And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into 
praise 

and renown in all the earth. 

20 At that time I will bring you home. 


HAGGAI 2 

at the time when I gather you to¬ 
gether; 

yea, I will make you renowned and 
praised 

among all the peoples of the 
earth, 

when I restore your fortunes 

before your eyes,” says the Lord. 


THE BOOK OF 

HAGGAI 


I ln the second year of Darius the 
king, in the sixth month, on the 
first day of the month, the word of the 
Lord came by Haggai the prophet to 
Zerub'babel the son of She-aTti-el, 
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Jehoz'adak, the high priest, 
2 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: This 
people say the time has not yet come to 
rebuild the house of the Lord.” 3 Then 
the word of the Lord came by Haggai 
the prophet, 4 “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your panelled 
houses, while this house lies in ruins? 
5 Now therefore thus says the Lord of 
hosts; Consider how you have fared. 
6 You have sown much, and harvested 
little; you eat, but you never have 
enough; you drink, but you never have 
your fill; you clothe yourselves, but no 
one is warm; and he who earns wages 
earns wages to put them into a bag with 
holes. 

7 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: Con¬ 
sider how you have fared, 8 Go up to the 
hills and bring wood and build the 
house, that I may take pleasure in it and 
that I may appear in my glory, says the 
Lord. y You have looked for much, and, 
lo, it came to little; and when you 
brought it home, I blew it away. Why? 
says the Lord of hosts. Because of my 
house that lies in ruins, while you busy 
yourselves each with his own house. 

Therefore the heavens above you 
have withheld the dew, and the earth 
has withheld its produce. u And 1 have 
called for a drought upon the land and 
the hills, upon the gram, the new wine, 
the oil, upon what the ground brings 
forth, upon men and cattle, and upon 
all their labours.” 

2.*; Heb 12.26. 


12 Then Zerub'babel the son of She¬ 
ar ti-el, and Joshua the son of Jehoz'¬ 
adak, the high priest, with all the rem¬ 
nant of the people, obeyed the voice of 
the Lord their God, and the words of 
Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their 
God had sent him; and the people 
feared before the Lord. 13 Then Haggai, 
the messenger of the Lord, spoke to the 
people with the Lord’s message, “I am 
with you, says the Lord.” 14 And the 
Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerub'¬ 
babel the son of She-aTti-el, governor 
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the 
son of Jehoz'adak, the high priest, and 
the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people; and they came and worked on 
the house of the Lord of hosts, their 
God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the 
month, in the sixth month. 

In the second year of Darius the 
king, 1 in the seventh month, on the 
twenty-first day of the month, the word 
of the Lord came by Haggai the proph¬ 
et, 2 “Speak now to Zerub'babel the 
son of She-aTti-el, governor of Judah, 
and to Joshua the son of Jehoz'adak, the 
high priest, and to all the remnant of the 
people, and say, 3 ‘Who is left among 
you that saw this house in its former 
glory? How do you see it now? Is it not 
in your sight as nothing? 4 Yet now take 
courage, O Zerub'babel, says the Lord; 
take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehoz'¬ 
adak, the high priest; take courage, all 
you people of the land, says the Lord; 
work, for I am with you, says the Lord 
of hosts, 5 according to the promise that 
I made you when you came out of 
Egypt. Mv Spirit abides among you; 
fear not. © For thus says the Lord of 
hosts; Once again, in a little while, I will 
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shake the heavens and the earth and the 
sea and the dry land; 7 and I will shake 
all nations, so that the treasures of all 
nations shall come in, and I will fill this 
house with splendour, says the Lord of 
hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold 
is mine, says the Lord of hosts. 9 The 
latter splendour of this house shall be 

E eater than the former, says the 
3RD of hosts; and in this place I 
will give prosperity, says the Lord of 
hosts.* ” 

10 On the twenty-fourth day of the 
ninth month, in the second year of 
Darius, the word of the Lord came by 
Haggai the prophet, 11 “Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: Ask the priests to decide 
this question, 12 ‘If one carries holy 
flesh in the skirt of his garment, and 
touches with his skirt bread, or pottage, 
or wine, or oil, or any kind of food, does 
it become holy?* ” The priests an¬ 
swered, “No.” 13 Then said Haggai, 
“If one who is unclean by contact with 
a dead body touches any of these, does 
it become unclean?** The priests an¬ 
swered, “It does become unclean.** 
14 Then Haggai said, “So is it with this 
people, and with this nation before 
me, says the Lord; and so with every 
work of their hands; and what they 
offer there is unclean. 15 Pray now, 
consider what will come to pass from 
this day onward. Before a stone was 


placed upon a stone in the temple of the 
Lord, 16 how did you fare?" When one 
came to a heap of twenty measures, 
there were but ten; when one came to 
the winevat to draw fifty measures, 
there were but twenty. 17 1 smote you 
and all the products of your toil with 
blight and mildew and hail; yet you did 
not return to me, says the Lord, is Con¬ 
sider from this day onward, from the 
twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. 
Since the day that the foundation of the 
Lord’s temple was laid, consider: 19 Is 
the seed yet in the bam? Do the vine, 
the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the 
olive tree still yield nothing? From this 
day on I will bless you.** 

20 The word of the Lord came a 
second time to Haggai on the twenty- 
fourth day of the month, 21 “Speak to 
Zerub babel, governor of Judah, saying, 
I am about to shake the heavens and the 
earth, 22 and to overthrow the throne of 
kingdoms; I am about to destroy the 
strength of the kingdoms of the nations, 
and overthrow the chariots and their 
riders; and the horses and their riders 
shall go down, every one by the sword of 
his fellow. 23 On that day, says the Lord 
of hosts, I will take you, O Zerub'babel 
my servant, the son of She-aTti-el, says 
the Lord, and make you like a signet 
ring; for I have chosen you, says the 
Lord of hosts.” 


THE BOOK OF 

ZECHARIAH 


I ln the eighth month, in the second 
year of Darius, the word of the 
Lord came to Zechari'ah the son of 
Berechi'ah, son of Iddo, the prophet, 
saying, 2 “The Lord was very angry 
with your fathers. 3 Therefore say to 
them. Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, 
and I will return to you, says the Lord 
of hosts. 4 Be not like your fathers, to 
whom the former prophets cried out, 
•Thus says the Lord of hosts. Return 
from your evil ways and from your evil 
deeds.’ But they did not hear or heed 
me, says the Lord. 5 Your fathers, 

° Gk: Heb sine* they toert 


where are they? And the prophets, do 
they live for ever? 6 But my words and 
my statutes, which I commanded my 
servants the prophets, did they not 
overtake your fathers? So they repented 
and said. As the Lord of hosts pur¬ 
posed to deal with us for our ways and 
deeds, so has he dealt with us.” 

7 On the twenty-fourth day of the 
eleventh month which is the month of 
Shebat, in the second year of Darius, 
the word of the Lord came to Zechari'- 
ah the son of Berechi'ah, son of Iddo, 
the prophet; and Zechari'ah said, 8 “I 
saw in the night, and behold, a man 
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riding upon a red horse! He was stand¬ 
ing among the myrtle trees in the glen; 
and behind him were red, sorrel, and 
white horses. y Then I said, ‘What are 
these, my lord?’ The angel who talked 
with me said to me, ‘I will show you 
what they are.’ 10 So the man who was 
standing among the myrtle trees an¬ 
swered, ‘These are they whom the 
Lord has sent to patrol the earth.* 
J1 And they answered the angel of the 
Lord who was standing among the 
myrtle trees, ‘We have patrolled the 
earth, and behold, all the earth remains 
at rest.* 12 Then the angel of the Lord 
said, ‘O Lord of hosts, how long wilt 
thou have no mercy on Jerusalem and 
the cities of Judah, against which thou 
hast had indignation these seventy 
years?’ * 3 And the Lord answered 
gracious and comforting words to the 
angel u'ho talked with me. 14 So the 
angel who talked with me said to me, 
‘Cry out. Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem 
and for Zion. 15 And I am very angry 
with the nations that are at ease; for 
while I was angry but a little they 
furthered the disaster. 16 Therefore, 
thus says the Lord, I have returned to 
Jerusalem with compassion; my house 
shall be built in it, says the Lord of 
hosts, and the measuring line shall be 
stretched out over Jerusalem. 17 Cry 
again. Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
My cities shall again overflow with 
prosperity, and the Lord will again 
comfort Zion and again choose Jeru¬ 
salem.* ” 

18 rt And I lifted my eyes and saw r , 
and behold, four horns! * 9 And I said 
to the angel w r ho talked with me, 
“What are these?” And he answered 
me, “These are the horns which have 
scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” 
20 Then the Lord showed me four 
smiths. 21 And 1 said, “What are these 
coming to do?” He answered, “These 
are the horns which scattered Judah, so 
that no man raised his head; and these 
have come to terrify them, to cast down 
the horns of the nations who lifted up 
their horns against the land of Judah 
to scatter it.” 

b And I lifted my eyes and saw, 
and behold, a man with a.measuring 
line in his hand! 2 Then I said, “Where 

* Ch 2.1 in Heb b Ch 2.5 in Heb 


are you going?” And he said to me, 
“To measure Jerusalem, to see what is 
its breadth and what is its length.” 3 And 
behold, the angel who talked with me 
came forward, and another angel came 
forward to meet him, 4 and said to him, 
“Run, say to that young man, ‘Jeru¬ 
salem shall be inhabited as villages with¬ 
out walls, because of the multitude of 
men and cattle in it. 5 For I will be 
to her a wall of fire round about, says 
the Lord, and I will be the glory within 
her.’ ” 

6 Ho! ho! Flee from the land of the 
north, says the Lord; for I have spread 
you abroad as the four winds of the 
heavens, says the Lord. 7 Ho! Escape 
to Zion, you who dwell with the daugh¬ 
ter of Babylon. 8 For thus said the 
Lord of hosts, after his glory sent me 
to the nations who plundered you, for 
he who touches you touches the apple 
of his eye: 9 “Behold, I will shake my 
hand over them, and they shall become 
plunder for those who served them. 
Then you will know that the Lord of 
hosts has sent me. 10 Sing and rejoice, O 
daughter of Zion; for lo, I come and I 
will dwell in the midst of you, says the 
Lord. 11 And many nations shall join 
themselves to the Lord in that day, and 
shall be my people; and I will dwell in 
the midst of you, and you shall know 
that the Lord of hosts has sent me to 
you. 17 And the Lord will inherit Judah 
as his portion in the holy land, and will 
again choose Jerusalem.” 

13 Be silent, all flesh, before the 
Lord; for he has roused himself from 
his holy dwelling, 

3 Then he showed me Joshua the 
high priest standing before the 
angel of the Lord, and Satan standing 
at his right hand to accuse him. 2 And 
the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord 
rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord who 
has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is 
not this a brand plucked from the 
fire?” 3 Now Joshua was standing before 
the angel, clothed with filthy garments. 
4 And the angel said to those who were 
standing before him, “Remove the 
filthy garments from him.” And to him 
he said, “Behold, I have taken your 
iniquity away from you, and I will 
clothe you with rich apparel.” 5 And I 
said, “Let them put a dean turban on 
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his head.” So they put a clean turban “These seven are the eyes of the 


on his head and clothed him with gar¬ 
ments; and the angel of the Lord was 
standing by. 

6 And the angel of the Lord en¬ 
joined Joshua, 7 “Thus says the Lord 
of hosts: If you will walk in my ways 
and keep my charge, then you shall rule 
my house and have charge of my 
courts, and I will give you the right of 
access among those who are standing 
here. 8 Hear now, O Joshua the high 
priest, you and your friends who sit 
before you, for they are men of good 
omen: behold, I will bring my servant 
the Branch. 9 For behold, upon the 
stone which I have set before Joshua, 
upon a single stone with seven facets, I 
will engrave its inscription, says the 
Lord of hosts, and I will remove the 
guilt of this land in a single day. 10 In 
that day, says the Lord of hosts, every 
one of you will invite his neighbour 
under his vine and under his fig tree.” 
And the angel who talked with 
me came again, and waked me, 
like a man that is w akened out of his 
sleep. 2 And he said to me, “What do 
you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a 
lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the 
top of it, and seven lamps on it, with 
seven lips on each of the lamps which 
are on the top of it. 3 And there are two 
olive trees by it, one on the right of the 
bowl and the other on its left.” 4 And I 
said to the angel who talked with me, 
“What are these, my lord?” 5 Then the 
angel who talked with me answered me, 
“Do you not know what these are?” 

I said, “No, my lord.” 6 Then he said to 
me, “This is the word of the Lord to 
Zerub'babel: Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord 
of hosts. 7 What are you, O great moun¬ 
tain? Before Zerub'babel you shall be¬ 
come a plain; and he shall bring forward 
the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, 
grace to it!’ ” 8 Moreover the word of the 
Lord came to me, saying, 9 “The hands 
of Zerub'babel have laid the foundation 
of this house; his hands shall also com¬ 
plete it. Then you will know that the 
Lord of hosts has sent me to you. 10 For 
whoever has despised the day of small 
things shall rejoice, and shall see the 
plummet in the hand of Zerub'babel. 

e Cn: Hcb gold a Gk Compare Syr: Heb eye 
3.8: Is 4.2; Jer 23.5; 33.15; Zech 6.12. 

3.10; Mic 4.4. 4.3, 11-14: Rev 11.4. 4.10: Rev 5.6. 


Lord, which range through the whole 
earth.” 11 Then I said to him, “What 
are these two olive trees on the right and 
the left of the lampstand?” 12 And a 
second time I said to him, “What are 
these two branches of the olive trees, 
which are beside the two golden pipes 
from which the oil c is poured out?” 

13 He said to me, “Do you not know 
what these arc?” I said, “No, my lord.” 

14 Then he said, “These are the two 
anointed who stand by the Lord of the 
whole earth.” 

5 Again 1 lifted my eyes and saw, 
and behold, a flying scroll! 2 And 
he said to me, “W T hat do you see?” I 
answered, “I see a flying scroll; its 
length is twenty cubits, and its breadth 
ten cubits.” 3 Then he said to me, 
“This is the curse that goes out over the 
face of the whole land; for every one 
who steals shall be cut off henceforth 
according to it, and every one who 
swears falsely shall be cut off hence¬ 
forth according to it. 4 I wall send it 
forth, says the Lord of hosts, and it 
shall enter the house of the thief, and 
the house of him who swears falsely by 
my name; and it shall abide in his house 
and consume it, both timber and 
stones.” 

5 Then the angel who talked with me 
came forward and said to me, “Lift 
your eyes, and see what this is that goes 
forth.” 6 And I said, “W’hat is it?” He 
said, “This is the ephah that goes 
forth.” And he said, “This is their 
iniquity'* in all the land.” 7 And behold, 
the leaden cover was lifted, and there 
was a woman sitting in the ephah! 
8 And he said, “This is Wickedness.” 
And he thrust her back into the ephah, 
and thrust down the leaden weight 
upon its mouth. 9 Then I lifted my eyes 
and saw, and behold, two women com¬ 
ing forward! The wind was in their 
wings; they had wings like the wings of 
a stork, and they lifted up the ephah 
between earth and heaven. Then I 
said to the angel who talked with me, 
“Where are they taking the ephah?” 
11 He said to me, “To the land of 
Shinar, to build a house for it; and 
when this is prepared, they will set the 
ephah down there on its base.” 
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6 And again 1 lifted my eyes and 'T In the fourth year of King Darius, 
saw, and behold, four chariots came / the word of the Lord came to 
out from between two mountains; and Zechari'ah in the fourth day of the 
the mountains were mountains of ninth month, which is Chislev. 2 Now 
bronze. 2 The first chariot had red the people of Bethel had sent Share'zer 
horses, the second black horses, 3 the and Reg'em-meTech and their men, to 
third white horses, and the fourth entreat the favour of the Lord, 3 and to 
chariot dappled grey* horses. 4 Then i ask the priests of the house of the Lord 
said to the angel who talked with me, of hosts and the prophets, ‘‘Should I 
“What are these, my lord?” 5 And the mourn and fast in the fifth month, as I 
angel answered me, “These are going have done for so many years?” 4 Then 
forth to the four winds of heaven, after the word of the Lord of hosts came to 
presenting themselves before the Lord me; 5 “Say to all the people of the land 
of all the earth. The chariot with the and the priests. When you fasted and 
black horses goes toward the north mourned in the fifth month and in the 
country, the white ones go toward the seventh, for these seventy years, was it 
west country,/' and the dappled ones go for me that you fasted? 6 And when you 
toward the south country.” 7 When the eat and when you drink, do you not eat 
steeds came out, they were impatient to for yourselves and drink for yourselves? 
get off and patrol the earth. And he 7 When Jerusalem was inhabited and in 
said, “Go, patrol the earth/’ So they pa- prosperity, with her cities round about 
trolled the earth. 8 Then he cried to her, and die South and the lowland 
me, “Behold, those who go toward the were inhabited, were not these the 
north country have set my Spirit at words which the Lord proclaimed by 
rest in the north country.” the former prophets?” 

9 And the word of the Lord came to 8 And the word of the Lord came 
me: 10 “Take from the exiles Heldai, to Zechari all, saying, “Thus says the 
Tobi'jah, and Jedai'ah, who have ar- Lord of hosts. Render true judgments, 
rived from Babylon; and go the same show kindness and mercy each to his 
day to the house of josi'ah, the son of brother, 10 do not oppress the widow, 
Zephani'ah. 11 Take from them silver the fatherless, the sojourner, or the 
and gold, and make a crown,v and set poor; and let none of you devise evil 
it upon the head of Joshua, the son of against his brother in your heart.” 
Jehoz adak, the high priest; 12 and say 11 But they refused to hearken, and 
to him, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, turned a stubborn shoulder, and stopped 
“Behold, the man whose name is the their ears that they might not hear. 
Branch: for he shall grow up in his 12 They made their hearts Like adamant 
place, and he shall build the temple of lest they should hear the law and the 
the Lord. 13 It is he who shall build the words which the Lord of hosts had 
temple of the Lord, and shall bear sent by his Spirit through the former 
royal honour, and shall sit and rule upon prophets. Therefore great wrath came 
his throne. Aid there shall be a priest from the Lord of hosts. 13 “As I called, 
by his throne, and peaceful under- and they would not hear, so they called, 
standing shall be between them both.” and I would not hear,” says the Lord 
14 And the crown' shall be in the temple of hosts, 14 “and I scattered them with 
of the Lord as a reminder to Heldai/ a whirlwind among all the nations which 
Tobi'jah, Jedai'ah, and Josi'ah* the son they had not known. Thus the land they 
of Zephani'ah. left was desolate, so that no one went to 

15 “And those who are far off shall and fro, and the pleasant land was made 
come and help to build the temple of the desolate.” 

Lord; and you shall know that the Q And the word of the Lord of hosts 
Lord of hosts has sent me to you. .And © came to me, saying, 2 “Thus says 
this shall come to pass, if you will the Lord of hosts: I am jealous for 
diligently obey the voice of the Lord Zion with great jealousy, and 1 am 
your God.” jealous for her with great wrath. 3 Thus 

•Compare GJc: The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain ^Cn: Heb ajur them 
Gk Mss: Heb crowns s Gk: Heb crowns 1 With verse 10: Heb Helem 
1 With verse 10: Heb Hen 

e.l-3« Rev 6.2-8. Ui Rev 7.1. 8.12i Is 4.2; Jer 23.5; 33.15; Zech 3.8. 
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says the Lord: I will return to Zion, 
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, 
and Jerusalem shall be called the faith¬ 
ful city, and the mountain of the Lord 
of hosts, the holy mountain. 4 Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: Old men and old 
women shall again sit in the streets of 
Jerusalem, each with staff in hand for 
very age. 5 And the streets of the city 
shall be full of boys and girls playing in 
its streets. 6 Thus says the Lord of 
hosts: If it is marvellous in the sight of 
the remnant of this people in these days, 
should it also be marvellous in my sight, 
says the Lord of hosts? 7 Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: Behold, I will save my 
people from the east country and from 
the west country; 8 and I will bring 
them to dwell in the midst of Jeru¬ 
salem; and they shall be my people arid 
I will be their God, in faithfulness and 
in righteousness.” 

9 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Let 
your hands be strong, you who in these 
days have been hearing these words 
from the mouth of the prophets, since 
the day that the foundation of the house 
of the Lord of hosts was laid, that the 
temple might be built. H> For before 
those days there was no wage for man 
or any wage for beast, neither was there 
any safety from the foe for him who 
went out or came in; for I set every 
man against his fellow. 11 But now I will 
not deal with the remnant of this people 
as in the former days, says the Lord 
of hosts. 12 For there shall be a sowing 
of peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, 
and the ground shall give its increase, 
and the heavens shall give their dew; 
and I will cause the remnant of this 
people to possess all these things. i3And 
as you have been a byword of cursing 
among the nations, O house of Judah 
and house of Israel, so will I save you 
and you shall be a blessing. Fear not, 
but let your hands be strong.” 

14 For thus says the Lord of hosts: 
*As I purposed to do evil to you, when 
your fathers provoked me to wrath, and 
I did not relent, says the Lord of 
hosts, 15 so again have I purposed in 
these days to do good to Jerusalem and 
to the house of Judah; fear not. 16 These 
are the things that you shall do: Speak 
the truth to one another, render in your 
gates judgments that are true and ma ke 


for peace, 17 do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another, and love no 
false oath, for all these things I hate, 
says the Lord.” 

18 And the word of the Lord of hosts 
came to me, saying, 19 “Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: The fast of the fourth 
month, and the fast of the fifth, and the 
fast of the seventh, and the fast of the 
tenth, shall be to the house of Judah 
seasons of joy and gladness, and cheer¬ 
ful feasts; therefore love truth and 
peace. 

20 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: 
Peoples shall yet come, even the in¬ 
habitants of many cities; 21 the in¬ 
habitants of one city shall go to another, 
saying, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the 
favour of the Lord, and to seek the Lord 
of hosts; I am going.’ 22 Many peoples 
and strong nations shall come to seek 
the Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to 
entreat the favour of the Lord. 2 3 Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: In those days 
ten men from the nations of every 
tongue shall take hold of the robe of a 
Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you.* ” 

An Oracle 

The word of the Lord is against the 
land of Hadrach 
and will rest upon Damascus. 

For to the Lord belong the cities of 
Aram,* 

even as all the tribes of Israel; 

2 Hamath also, which borders thereon, 

Tyre and Sidon, though they are 
very wise. 

3 Tyre has built herself a rampart, 

and heaped up silver like dust, 
and gold like the dirt of the streets. 

4 But lo, the Lord will strip her of her 

possessions 

and hurl her wealth into the sea, 
and she shall be devoured by fire. 

3 Ash'kelon shall see it, and be afraid; 
Gaza too, and shall writhe in 
anguish; 

Ekron also, because its hopes are 
confounded. 

The king shall perish from Gaza; 
Ash'kelon shall be uninhabited; 

6 a mongrel people shall dwell in 
Ashdodj 
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and I will make an end of the pride 
of Phiiistia. 

7 1 will take away its blood from its 
mouth, 

and its abominations from be¬ 
tween its teeth; 

it too shall be a remnant for our God; 
it shall be like a clan in judah, 
and Ekron shall be like the Jeb'» 
usites. 

* 77ien I will encamp at my house as a 
guard, 

so that none shall march to and 
fro; 

no oppressor shall again overrun 
them, 

for now I see with my own eyes. 

® Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion 1 
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jeru¬ 
salem ! 

Lo, your king comes to you; 

triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on an ass, 
on a colt the foal of an ass. 

301 will cut off the chariot from 
E'phraim 

and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
and he shall command peace to the 
nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 

31 As for you also, because of the blood 
of my covenant with you, 

I will set your captives free from 
the waterless pit. 

1^ Return to your stronghold, O pris¬ 
oners of hope; 

today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. 

12 For I have bent Judah as my bow; 
I have made E phraim its arrow. 

I will brandish your sons, O Zion, 
over your sons, O Greece, 
and wield you like a warrior’s 
sword. 

M Then the Lord will appear over 
them, 

and his arrow go forth like light¬ 
ning; 

the Lord God will sound the 
trumpet, 


and march forth in the whirlwinds 
of the south. 

15 The Lord of hosts will protect them, 

and they shall devour and tread 
down the slingers ; l 
and they shall drink their blood" 1 
like wine, 

and be full like a bowl, 
drenched like the corners of the 
altar. 

16 On that day the Lord their God will 

save them 

for they are the flock of his people; 
for like the jewels of a crown 
they shall shine on his land. 

17 Yea, how good and how fair it shall 

be! 

Grain shall make the young men 
flourish, 

and new wine the maidens. 

•fl A Ask rain from the Lord 
AU in the season of the spring rain, 
from the Lord who makes the storm 
clouds, 

who gives men showers of rain, 
to every one the vegetation in the 
field. 

2 For the teraphim utter nonsense, 

and tiie diviners see lies; 
the dreamers tell false dreams, 
and give empty consolation. 
Therefore the people wander like 
sheep; 

they are afflicted for want of a 
shepherd. 

3 “My anger is hot against the shep¬ 

herds, 

and I will punish the leaders ; n 
for the Lord of hosts cares for his 
flock, the house of Judah, 
and will make them like his proud 
steed in battle. 

4 Out of them shall come the corner¬ 

stone, 

out of them the tent peg, 
out of them the battle bow, 
out of them every ruler. 

3 Together they shall be like mighty 
men in battle, 

trampling the foe in the mud of the 
streets; 

they shall tight because the Lord is 
with them. 



m Gk: Heb be turbulent 
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and they shall confound the riders 
on horses. 

6 “I will strengthen the house of 

Judah, 

and I will save the house of Joseph. 

I will bring them back because I have 
compassion on them, 
and they shall be as though I had 
not rejected them; 
for I am the Lord their God and I 
will answer them. 

7 Then E'phraim shall become like a 

mighty warrior, 

and their hearts shall be glad as 
with wine. 

Their children shall see it and re¬ 
joice, 

their hearts shall exult in the 
Lord. 

* “I will signal for them and gather 
them in, 

for I have redeemed them, 
and they shall be as many as of old. 

9 Though I scattered them among the 
nations, 

yet in far countries they shall re¬ 
member me, 

and with their children they shall 
live and return. 

10 I will bring them home from the land 
of Egypt, 

and gather them from Assyria; 

and I will bring them to the land of 
Gilead and to Lebanon, 
till there is no room for them. 

W They shall pass through the sea of 
Egypt, 0 

and the waves of the sea shall be 
smitten, 

and all the depths of the Nile dried 
up. 

The pride of Assyria shall be laid low, 
ana the sceptre of Egypt shall de- 


for the thick forest has been felled I 
3 Hark, the wail of the shepherds, 
for their glory is despoiled 1 

Hark, the roar of the lions, 
for the jungle of the Jordan is laid 
waste 1 

4 Thus said the Lord my God: 
“Become shepherd of the flock doomed 
to slaughter. 5 Those who buy them 
slay them and go unpunished; and those 
who sell them say, ‘Blessed be the 
Lord, I have become rich’; and their 
own shepherds have no pity on them. 
6 For I will no longer have pity on the 
inhabitants of this land, says the Lord. 
Lo, I will cause men to fall each into the 
hand of his shepherd, and each into the 
hand of his king; and they shall crush 
the earth, and I will deliver none from 
their hand/* 

7 So I became the shepherd of the 
flock doomed to be slain for those who 
trafficked in the sheep. And I took two 
staffs; one I named Grace, the other I 
named Union. And I tended the sheep. 
8 In one month I destroyed the three 
shepherds. But I became impatient with 
them, and they also detested me. 9 So 1 
said, “I will not be your shepherd. What 
is to die, let it die; what is to be de¬ 
stroyed, let it be destroyed; and let 
those that are left devour the flesh of 
one another.'* 10 And I took my staff 
Grace, and I broke it, annulling the 
covenant which I had made with all the 
peoples. 11 So it was annulled on that 
day, and the traffickers in the sheep, 
who were watching me, knew that it was 
the word of the Lord. 12 Then I said 
to them, “If it seems right to you, give 
me my wages; but if not, keep them.** 
And they weighed out as my wages 
thirty shekels of silver. 13 Tnen the 
Lord said to me, “Cast it into the 


part. 

12 I will make them strong in the Lord 
and they shall glory* in his name,** 
says the Lord. 


11 


Open your doors, O Lebanon, 
that the fire may devour your 


treasury***—the lordly price at which I 
was paid off by them. So I took the 
thirty shekels of silver and cast them 
into the treasury* in the house of the 
Lord. 14 Then I broke my second staff 
Union, annulling the brotherhood be¬ 
tween Judah and Israel. 


cedars! 15 Then the Lord said to me, “Take 

2 Wail, O cypress, for the cedar has once more the implements of a worth- 
fallen, less shepherd. 16 For io, I am raising up 

for the glorious trees are ruined! in the land a shepherd who does not care 
Wail, oaks of Bashan, for the perishing, or seek the wander* 


° Cn: Heb distress * Gk: Heb walk * Syr: Heb to the potior 
11.12-131 Mt 26.15; 27.9. 
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ing, r or heal the maimed, or nourish the 
sound, but devours the flesh of the fat 
ones, tearing off even their hoofs. 

* 7 Woe to my worthless shepherd, 
who deserts the flock! 

May the sword smite his arm 
and his right eye! 

Let his arm be wholly withered, 
his right eye utterly blinded!* 5 



The word of the Lord concerning 
Israel: Thus says the Lord, who 
stretched out the heavens and founded 
the earth and formed the spirit of man 
within him: 2 “Lo, I am about to make 
Jerusalem a cup of reeling to all the 
peoples round about; it will be against 
Judah also in the siege against Jeru¬ 
salem. 3 On that day I will make Jeru¬ 
salem a heavy stone for all the peoples; 
all who lift it shall grievously hurt them¬ 
selves. And all the nations of the earth 
will come together against it. 4 On that 
day, says the Lord, I will strike every 
horse with panic, and its rider with 
madness. But upon the house of Judah 
I will open my eyes, when I strike every 
horse of the peoples with blindness. 
5 Then the clans of Judah shall say to 
themselves, ‘The inhabitants of Jeru¬ 
salem have strength through the Lord 
of hosts, their God.’ 

6 “On that day I will make the clans 
of Judah like a blazing pot in the midst 
of wood, like a flaming torch among 
sheaves; and they shall devour to the 
right and to the left all the peoples 
round about, while Jerusalem shall still 
be inhabited in its place, in Jerusalem. 

7 “And the L ord will give victory to 
the tents of Judah first, that the glory of 
the house of David and the glory of the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be 
exalted over that of Judah. 8 On that day 
the Lord will put a shield about the in¬ 
habitants of Jerusalem so that the 
feeblest among them on that day shall 
be like David, and the house of David 
shall be like God, like the angel of the 
Lord, at their head. 9 And on that day I 
will seek to destroy all the nations that 
come against Jerusalem. 

10 “And I will pour out on the house 
of David and the inhabitants of Jeru¬ 
salem a spirit of compassion and sup- 

r Syr Compare Gk Vg: Heb the youth 1 Cn: Heb/or i 
12.10: Jo 19 37. 13.7: Mt 26.31; Mk 14.27. 


plication, so that, when they look on 
him whom they have pierced, they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourns for an 
only child, and weep bitterly over him, 
as one weeps over a first-born. 11 On 
that day the mourning in Jerusalem will 
be as great as the mourning for Hadad- 
rim'mon in the plain of Megid'do. 

12 The land shall mourn, each family by 
itself; the family of the house of David 
by itself, and their wives by themselves; 
the family of the house of Nathan by 
itself, and their wives by themselves; 

13 the family of the house of Levi by 
itself, and their wives by themselves; 
the family of the Shim'e-ites by itself, 
and their wives by themselves; 14 and 
all the families that are left, each by 
itself, and their wives by themselves. 

B “On that day there shall be a 
fountain opened for the house of 
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
to cleanse them from sin and unclean¬ 
ness. 

2 “And on that day, says the Lord of 
hosts, I will cut off the names of the 
idols from the land, so that they shall be 
remembered no more; and also I will re¬ 
move from the land the prophets and 
the unclean spirit. 3 And if any one again 
appears as a prophet, his father and 
mother who bore him will say to him, 
‘You shall not live, for you speak lies in 
the name of the Lord*; and his father 
and mother who bore him shall pierce 
him through when he prophesies. 4 On 
that day every prophet will be ashamed 
of his vision when he prophesies; he 
will not put on a hairy mantle in order 
to deceive, 5 hut he will say, T am no 
prophet, I am a tiller of the soil; for 
the land has been my possession* since 
my youth.’ 6 And if one asks him, 
‘What are these wounds on your back?* 
he will say, ‘The wounds I received in 
the house of my friends.’ ” 

7 “Awake, O sword, against my shep¬ 
herd, 

against the man who stands next 
to me,” 

says the Lord of hosts. 
“Strike the shepherd, that the sheep 
may be scattered; 

I will turn my hand against the 
little ones. 

8 In the whole land, says the Lord, 

urn hat c a us e d me to possess 
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two thirds shall be cut off and 
perish, 

and one third shall be left alive. 

• And I will put this third into the 
fire, 

and refine them as one refines 
silver, 

and test them as gold is tested. 

They , will call on my name, 
and 1 will answer them. 

I will say, ‘They are my people*; 
and they will say, ‘The Lord is 
my God.’ ” 


*| A Behold, a day of the Lord is 
1 * coming, when the spoil taken 
from you will be divided in the midst of 
you. 2 For 1 will gather all the nations 
against Jerusalem to battle, and the city 
shall be taken and the houses plundered 
and the women ravished; half of the 
city shall go into exile, but the rest of 
the people shall not be cut off from the 
city. 3 Then the Lord will go forth and 
fight against those nations as when he 
fights on a day of battle. 4 On that day 
his feet shall stand on the Mount of 
Olives which lies before Jerusalem on 
the east; and the Mount of Olives shall 
be split in two from east to west by a 
very wide valley; so that one half of the 
Mount shall withdraw northward, and 
the other half southward. 5 And the 
valley of my mountains shall be stopped 
up, for the valley of the mountains shall 
touch the side of it; and you shall flee 
as you fled from the earthquake in the 
days of Uzzi'ah king of Judah. Then 
the Lord your" God will come, and all 
the holy ones with him.® 

6 On that day there shall be neither 
cold nor frost.*® 7 And there shall be 
continuous day (it is known to the 
Lord), not day and not night, for at 
evening time there shall be light. 

8 On that day living waters shall flow 
out from Jerusalem, half of them to the 
eastern sea and half of them to the 
western sea; it shall continue in summer 
as in winter. 

9 And the Lord will become king 
over all the earth; on that day the Lord 
will be one and his name one. 

10 The whole land shall be turned 
into a plain from Geba to Rimmoa 
south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall 


remain aloft upon its site from the 
Gate of Benjamin to the place of the 
former gate, to the Corner Gate, and 
from the Tower of Han'anel to the 
king’s wine presses. 11 And it shall be 
inhabited, for there shall be no more 
curse ; x Jerusalem shall dwell in se¬ 
curity. 

12 And this shall be the plague with 
which the Lord will smite all the 
peoples that wage war against Jeru¬ 
salem: their flesh shall rot while they 
are still on their feet, their eyes shall rot 
in their sockets, and their tongues shall 
rot in their mouths. 13 And on that day a 
great panic from the Lord shall fall on 
them, so that each will lay hold on the 
hand of his fellow, and the hand of the 
one will be raised against the hand of the 
other; 14 even Judah will fight against 
Jerusalem. And the wealth of all the 
nations round about shall be collected, 
gold, silver, and garments in great abun¬ 
dance. 15 And a plague like this plague 
shall fall on the horses, the mules, the 
camels, the asses, and whatever beasts 
may be in those camps. 

16 Then every one that survives of all 
the nations that have come against 
Jerusalem shall go up year after year to 
worship the King, the Lord of hosts, 
and to keep the feast of booths. I7 And 
if any of the families of the earth do not 
go up to Jerusalem to worship the 
King, the Lord of hosts, there will be 
no rain upon them. 18 And if the family 
of Egypt do not go up and present 
themselves, then upon them shall* 
come the plague with which the Lord 
afflicts the nations that do not go up to 
keep the feast of booths. 19 This shall 
be the punishment to Egypt and the* 
punishment to all the nations that do 
not go up to keep the feast of booths. 

20 And on that day there shall be in* 
scribed on the bells of the horses, 
“Holy to the Lord.” And the pots in 
the house of the Lord shall be as the 
bowls before the altar; 21 and every pot 
in Jerusalem and Judah shall be sacred 
to the Lord of hosts, so that all who 
sacrifice may come and take of them and 
boil the flesh of the sacrifice in them. 
And there shall no longer be a trader in 
the house of the Lord of hosts on that 
day. 


«Heb *9 v Gk Syr VgTg: Heb you w Compare Gk Syr VgTg:Heb uncertain 
* Or ban ofutur dutruction . * Gk Syr: Heb shall not 
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THE BOOK OF 


MALACHI 


I The oracle of the word of the 
Lord to Israel by Mal achi. 0 
2 “I have loved you,’’ says the Lord. 
But you say, “How hast thou loved 
us?” “Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” 
says the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob 
3 but I have hated Esau; I have laid 
waste his hill country and left his 
heritage to jackals of the desert.” 4 If 
Edom says, “We are shattered but we 
will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of 
hosts says, “They may build, but I 
will tear down, till they are called the 
wicked country, the people with whom 
the Lord is angry for ever.” * Your 
own eyes shall see this, and you shall 
say, “Great is the Lord, beyond the 
border of Israel!” 

6 “A son honours his father, and a 
servant his master. If then I tun a father, 
where is my honour? And if I am a 
master, where is my fear? says the 
Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who 
despise my name. You say, ‘How have 
we despised thy name?’ 7 By offering 
polluted food upon my altar. And you 
say, ‘How have we polluted it?’*’ By 
thinking that the Lord’s table may be 
despised. 8 When you offer blind 
animals in sacrifice, is that no evil? And 
when you offer those that are lame or 
sick, is that no evil? Present that to your 
governor; will he be pleased with you or 
show you favour? says the Lord of hosts. 
9 And now entreat the favour of God, 
that he may be gracious to us. With 
such a gift from your hand, will he show 
favour to any of you? says the Lord of 
hosts. 10 Oh, that there were one among 
you who would shut the doors, that you 
might not kindle fire upon my altar in 
vain! I have no pleasure in you, says the 
Lord of hosts, and I will not accept an 
offering from your hand. 11 For from 
the rising of the sun to its setting my 
name is great among the nations, and in 
every place incense is offered to my 
name, and a pure offering; for my name 


is great among the nations, says the 
Lord of hosts. 12 But you profane it 
when you say that the Lord’s table is 
polluted, and the food for it c may be 
despised. i3 ‘What a weariness this is,’ 
you say, and you sniff at me, d says the 
Lord of hosts. You bring what has been 
taken by violence or is lame or sick, and 
this you bring as your offering! Shall I 
accept that from your hand? says the 
Lord. 14 Cursed be the cheat who has a 
male in his flock, and vows it, and yet 
sacrifices to the Lord what is blem¬ 
ished; for I am a great King, says the 
Lord of hosts, and my name is feared 
among the nations. 

“And now, O priests, this com¬ 
mand is for you. 2 If you will not 
listen, if you will not lay it to heart to 
give glory to my name, says the Lord 
of hosts, then I will send the curse upon 
you and I will curse your blessings; in¬ 
deed I have already cursed them, be¬ 
cause you do not lay it to heart. 3 Be¬ 
hold, I will rebuke your offspring, and 
spread dung upon your faces, the dung 
of your offerings, and I will put you out 
of my presence.* 4 So shall you know 
that I have sent this command to you, 
that my covenant with Levi may hold, 
says the Lord of hosts. 5 My covenant 
with him was a covenant of life and 
peace, and 1 gave them to him, that he 
might fear; and he feared me, he stood 
in awe of ray name. 6 True instruction^ 
was in his mouth, and no wrong was 
found on his lips. He walked with me 
in peace and uprightness, and he turned 
many from iniquity. 7 For the lips of a 
priest should guard knowledge, and 
men should seek instruction^ from his 
mouth, for he is the messenger of 
the Lord of hosts. 8 But you have 
turned aside from the way; you have 
caused many to stumble by your in¬ 
struction/ you have corrupted the cove¬ 
nant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts, 
9 and so I make you despised and 


" Or my messenger 6 Gk: Heb l hee c Heb its fruit, its food 4 Another reading is it 
9 Cn Compare Gk Syr: Heb and ht shall bear you to it ' Or late 
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abased before all the people, inasmuch 
as you have not kept my ways but have 
shown partiality in your instruction.’’-f 
10 Have we not all one father? Has 
not one God created us? Why then are 
we faithless to one another, profaning 
the covenant of our fathers? 11 Judah has 
been faithless, and abomination has 
been committed in Israel and in Jeru¬ 
salem; for Judah has profaned the 
sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, 
and has married the daughter of a for¬ 
eign God. 12 May the Lord cut off from 
the tents of Jacob, for the man who does 
this, any to witness? or answer, or to 
bring an offering to the Lord of hosts! 

13 And this again you do. You cover 
the Lord’s altar with tears, with weep¬ 
ing and groaning because he no longer 
regards the offering or accepts it with 
favour at your hand. 14 You ask, “Why 
does he not?” Because the Lord was 
witness to the covenant between you 
and the wife of your youth, to whom 
you have been faithless, though she is 
your companion and your wife by cove¬ 
nant. 15 Has not the one God made* and 
sustained for us the spirit of life?' 5 And 
what does he desire? Godly offspring. 
So take heed to yourselves, and Jet none 
be faithless to the wife of his youth. 
16 “For I hate> divorce, says the Lord 
the God of Israel, and covering one’s 
garment with violence, says the Lord of 
hosts. So take heed to yourselves and 
do not be faithless.” 

17 You have wearied the Lord with 
your words. Yet you say, “How have 
we wearied him?” By saying, “Every 
one who does evil is good in the sight 
of the Lord, and he delights in them.” 
Or by asking, “Where is the God of 
justice?” 

3 “Behold, I send my messenger to 
prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple; the messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight, be¬ 
hold, he is coming, says the Lord of 
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? 

“For he is like a refiner's fire and like 
fullers* soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify 
the sons of Levi and refine them like 


gold and silver, till they present right 
offerings to the Lord. 4 Then the offer¬ 
ing of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of 
old and as in former years. 

5 “Then I will draw near to you for 
judgment; I will be a swift witness 
against the sorcerers, against the adul¬ 
terers, against those who swear falsely, 
against those who oppress the hireling 
in his wages, the widow and the 
orphan, against those who thrust aside 
the sojourner, and do not fear me, says 
the Lord of hosts. 

6 “For I the Lord do not change; 
therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not 
consumed. 7 From the days of your 
fathers you have turned aside from my 
statutes and have not kept them. Return 
to me, and I will return to you. says the 
Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall 
we return?* * Will man rob God? Yet 
you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How 
are we robbing thee?’ In your tithes and 
offerings. 9 You are cursed with a 
curse, for you are robbing me; the 
whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full 
tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house; and thereby 

ut me to the test, says the Lord of 

osts, if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for 
you an overflowing blessing. 11 I will 
rebuke the devourer* for you, so that 
it will not destroy the fruits of your soil; 
and your vine in the field shall not fail 
to bear, says the Lord of hosts. 12 Then 
all nations will call you blessed, for you 
will be a land of delight, says the Lord 
of hosts. 

13 “Your words have been stout 
against me, says the Lord. Yet you say, 
‘How have we spoken against thee?* 
14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve 
God. What is the good of our keeping 
his charge or of walking as in mourning 
before the Lord of hosts? 15 Henceforth 
we deem the arrogant blessed; evildoers 
not only prosper but when they put God 
to the test they escape.* ” 

16 Then those who feared the Lord 
spoke with one another; the Lord 
heeded and heard them, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him 
of those who feared the Lord and 
thought on his name. 17 “They shall be 


{ Or law 9 Cn Compare Gk: Heb aroust k Or has he not mad* one ? 
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The righteous serve God 843 

mine, says the Lord of hosts, my special 
possession on the day when I act, and I 
will spare them as a man spares his son 
who serves him. 18 Then once more you 
shall distinguish between the righteous 
and the wicked, between one who 
serves God and one who does not serve 
him. 

4 l “For behold, the day comes, 
burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble; the day that comes shall bum 
them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that 
it will leave them neither root nor 
branch. 2 But for you who fear my 
name the sun of righteousness shall 
rise, with healing in its wings. You shall 
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go forth leaping like calves from the 
stall. 3 And you shall tread down 
the wicked, for they will be ashes under 
the soles of your feet, on the day 
when I act, says the Lord of 
hosts. 

4 “Remember the law of my servant 
Moses, the statutes and ordinances that 
I commanded him at Horeb for all 
Israel. 

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the 
prophet before the great and terrible 
day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will 
turn the hearts of fathers to their chil¬ 
dren and the hearts of children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the land 
with a curse.” 


*Ch 4.1-6 are Ch 3.10-24 In the Hebrew m Or ban of utter distraction 
4.5: Mt 17.11; Mk 9.12. 4.6: Lk 1.17. 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


MATTHEW 


I The book of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
son of Abraham. 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 
and Isaac the father of Jacob, and 
Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, 3 and Judah the father of 
Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron* and Hezron the 
father of Ram,® 4 and Ram 4 the father 
of Ammin'adab, and Ammin'adab the 
father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the 
father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the 
father of Bo'az by Kahab, and Bo'az the 
father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the 
father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of 
David the king. 

And David was the father of Solo¬ 
mon by the wife of Uri'ah, 7 and Sol¬ 
omon the father of Rehobo'am, and 
Re ho bo'am. the father of Abi'jah, and 
Abi'jah the father of Asa, 6 8 and Asa 6 
the father of Jehosh'aphat, and Je¬ 
hosh'aphat the father of Joram, and 
Joram the father of Uzzi'ah, Q and 
Uzzi'ah the father of Jotham, and Jo- 
tham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the 
father of Hezeki'ah, 10 and Hezeki ah 
the father of Manas'seh, and Manas'seh 
the father of Amos, c and Amos f the 
father of Josi'ah, 11 and Josi'ah the 
father of Jechoni'ah and his brothers, at 
the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

12 And after the deportation to 
Babylon: Jechoni'ah was the father of 
She-al'ti-el, 4 and She-aT’ti-el 4 the fa¬ 
ther of Zerub'babel, 13 and Zerub babel 
the father of Abi'ud, and Abi'ud the 
father of Eli'akim, and Eli'akim the 
father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of 
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, 
and Achim the father of Eli'ud, 15 and 
Eli'ud the father of Elea'zar, and Elea'- 
zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan 
the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the 
father of Joseph the husband of Mary, 
of whom Jesus was bom, who is called 
Christ. 


17 So all the generations from 
Abraham to David were fourteen gen¬ 
erations, and from David to the de¬ 
portation to Babylon fourteen genera¬ 
tions, and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Christ fourteen genera¬ 
tions. 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ/ 
took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together she 
was found to be with child of the Holy 
Spirit; 19 and her husband Joseph, be¬ 
ing a just man and unwilling to put her 
to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But as he considered this, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take Mary your 
wife^ for that which is conceived in her 
is ot the Holy Spirit; 21 she will bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their 
sins.” —All this took place to fulfil what 
the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23 “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, 

and his name shall be called Emman- 
u-el” 

(which means, God with us). 24 When 
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took his wife, 25 but knew her not 
until she had borne a son; and Jhe called 
his name Jesus. 

Now when Jesus was bom in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 
2 “Where is he who has been bom king 
of the Jews? For we have seen his star 
in the East, and have come to worship 
him.” 3 When Herod the king heard 
this, he was troubled, and all Jeru¬ 
salem with him; 4 and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ 


5 £ reek Aram * Greek Asaph t Other authorities read Amon 4 Greek SalaihUl 
\ Other ancient authorities read of th$ Christ 
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MATTHEW 2 ! \ Herod and the wise men 

was to be bom. 5 They told him, “In Rachel weeping for her children; 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is written she refused to be consoled, 

by the prophet: because they were no more/’ 

o ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land 19 But when Herod died, behold, an 
of Judah, angel of the Lord appeared in a dream 

are by no means least among the to Joseph in Egypt, saying, 20 “Rise, 
rulers of Judah; take the child and fus mother, and go to 

for from you shall come a ruler the land of Israel, for these who sought 

who will govern my people Israel. 9 ” the child’s life are dead." 21 And he rose 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise and took the child and his mother, and 
men secredy and ascertained from them went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 
what time the star appeared; 3 and he he heard that Ar chela'us reigned over 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
and search diligendy for the chiid, and was afraid to go there, and being warned 
when you have found him bring me in a dream he withdrew to the district 
word, that I too may come and worship of Galilee. 23 And he went and dwelt in a 
him.” 9 When they had heard the king city called Nazareth, that what was 
they went their way; and lo, the star spoken by the prophets might be ful- 
which they had seen in the East went filled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
before them, till it came to rest over the 

place where the child was. 10 When they 7 In those days came John the 
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly Baptist, preaching in the wilderness 
widi great joy; 11 and going into the of Judea, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of 
house they saw the child with Mary his heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who 
mother, and they fell down and wor- was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah 
shipped him. Then, opening their treas- when he said, 

ures, they offered him gifts, gold and “The voice of one crying in the wil- 

frankincense and myrrh. 52 And being demess: 

warned in a dream not to return to Prepare the way of the Lord, 

Herod, they departed to their own make his paths straight.” 

country by another way. 4 Now John wore a gannent of camel’s 

13 Now when they had departed, be- hair, and a leather girdle around his 
hold, an angel of the Lord appeared to waist; and his food was locusts and wild 
Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take honey, 5 Then went out to him Jeru- 
the child and his mother, and flee to salem and all Judea and all the region 
Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; about the Jordan, 6 and they were bap- 
for Herod is about to search for the tized by mm in the river Jordan, con- 
child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose fessing their sins, 
and took the child and his mother by 7 But when he saw many of the 
night, and departed to Egypt, 15 and Pharisees and Sad'ducees coming for 
remained there until the death of baptism, he said to them, “You brood 
Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord of vipers! Who warned you to flee from 
had spoken by the prophet, “Out of the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit that be- 
Egypt have I called my son.” fits repentance, 9 and do not presume to 

16 Then Herod, when he saw that say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham 
he had been tricked by the wise men, as our father*; for I tell you, God is able 
was in a furious rage, and he sent and from these stones to raise up children to 
killed all the male children in Bethle- Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid 
hem and in all that region who were two to the root of the trees; every tree there- 
years old or under, according to the time fore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
which he had ascertained from the wise down and thrown into the fire, 
men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was 11 “1 baptize you with water for re- 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: pentance, but he who is coming after me 

is “A voice was heard in Ram ah, is mightier than 1, whose sandals I am 

wailing and loud lamentation, not worthy to carry; he will baptize you 

2.5: Jn 7.42. 2.6: Mic 5.2. 2.11: Mt 1.18; !2.46. 2.12: Mt 2.22; Act* 10.22; Hcb 11.7. 
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Jesus baptized and tempted 3 

with the Holy Spirit and with lire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and gather 
his wheat into the granary, hut the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to 
the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John wmsiu have prevented 
him, saying, “I nerd io be baptised by 
you, and ■do you come n> rue?'’ 15 But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; 
for thus it is fitting ior us to fulfil all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 
,0 Aud when Jesus was baptized, he went 
up immediately from the water, and be¬ 
hold, the heavens weie opened'* and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and alighting on him; 1 ? and io, a 
voice from heaven, paying. “This is my 
beloved Son,* with whom i am well 
pleased.” 

4 Then Jesus was lea up by the 
Spirit into the wiiuvrness io be 
tempted by the devil. 2 And he i isted 
forty days and forty nighis, and after¬ 
ward he was hungry. -\Gnd the tempter 
came and said to him, “if you rue trie 
Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he 
answered, “It is written, 

‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God.’ ” 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy 
city, and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, throw yourself aown; 
for it is written, 

‘He will give his angels charge of you,’ 
and 

‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you strike your foot against a 
stoned ” 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, 
‘You shall not tempt the Lord your 
God.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took him to a 
very high mountain, and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory of them ; 9 and he said to him, 
“All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus 
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said to him, “Begone, Satan! for it is 
written, 

‘You shall worship the Lord your 
God 

and him only shall you serve.” ” 

11 1 ben the devil leit him, and behold, 
an}:;;!:; came and ir.nNieied to him. 

If: Now when he heard that John 
h:«d been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee; 13 and leaving Nazareth he 
went and dwelt in Caper La-um by the 
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and 
Naph'tali, 14 that what was spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might ’be fulfilled: 

15 “The land of Zeb'ulun arid the land 

of Naph'taii, 

toward the sea,*across the Jordan, 

Galilee of the Gentiles— 

16 the people who sat in darkness 

have seen a great light, 

aria for those who sat in the region 
and shadow cf death 

light has dawned.” 

17 from that time Jesvs began to 
preach, saying, “Repent, for the king¬ 
dom of heaven is at hand.” 

18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw two brothers, Simon who is 
called Peter and Andrew his brother, 
casting a net into the sea; for they were 
fishermen. 1 -'And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.” 20 Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 21 And going on 
from there he saw two other brothers, 
James the son of Zeb'edee and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zeb'edee their 
father, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 22 Immediately they left the boat 
and their father, and followed him. 

23 And he went about all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every 
infirmity among the people. 24 So his 
fame spread throughout all Syria, and 
they brought him all the sick, those 
afflicted with various diseases and 
pains, demoniacs, epileptics, and par¬ 
alytics, and he healed them. 2 5And 
great crowds followed him from Galilee 
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MATTHEW 4 4 The Beatitudes 

and the Decap olis and Jerusalem and relaxes one of the least of these com- 
Judea and from beyond the Jordan. mandments and teaches men so, shall 

5 Seeing the crowds, he went up on be called least in the kingdom ol 
the mountain, and when he sat heaven; but he who does them and 
down his disciples came to him. 2 And teaches them shall be called great in the 
he opened his mouth and taught them, kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, 
saying: unless your righteousness exceeds that 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for 21 “You have heard that it was said 
they shall be comforted. to the men of old, ‘You shall not kill; 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they and whoever kills shall be liable to 
shall inherit the earth. judgment.’ 22 But 1 say to you that every 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and one who is angry with his brother' 
thirst for righteousness, for they shall shall be liable to judgment; whoever in- 
be satisfied. suits-* Iris brother shall be liable to the 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they council, and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ 
shall obtain mercy. shall be liable to the hell* of fire. 23 So 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for if you are offering your gift at the 
they shall see God. altar, and there remember that your 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for brother has something against you, 
they shall be called sons of God. 24 leave your gift there before the altar 

10 “Blessed are those who are per- and go; first be reconciled to your 
secuted for righteousness’ sake, for brother, and then come and offer your 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. gift. 25 Make friends quickly with your 

11 “Blessed are you when men revile accuser, while you are going with liim to 
you and persecute you and utter all court, lest your accuser hand you over 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my to the judge, and the judge to the 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your guard, and you be put in prison; 
reward is great in heaven, for so men 26 truly, 1 say to you, you will never 
persecuted the prophets who were be- get out till you have paid the last 
fore you. penny. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; 27 “You have heard that it was said, 
but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its *You shall not commit adultery.’ 2S But 
saltness be restored? It is no longer good I say to you that every one who looks 
for anything except to be thrown out at a woman lustfully has already com- 
and trodden under foot by men. mitted adultery with her in his heart. 

14 “You are the light of the world. 29 if your right eye causes you to sin, 
A city set on a hill cannot be hid. 15 Nor pluck it out and throw it away; it is 
do men light a lamp and put it undo: a better that you lose one of your mem- 
bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light bers than that your whole body be 
to all in the house. 16 Let your light so thrown into hell.* 30 And if your right 
shine before men, that they may see hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 
your good works and give glory to your throw it away; it is better that you lose 
Father who is in heaven. one of your members than that your 

17 “Think not that I have come to whole body go into hell.* 
abolish the law and the prophets; I have 31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever di- 
come not to abolish them but to fulfil vorces his wife, let him give her a 
them. 18 For truly, I say to you, till certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I sav to 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, you that every one who divorces his 
not a dot, will pass from the law until wife, except on die ground of unchas- 
ali is accomplished. 19 Whoever then dty, makes her an adulteress; and who- 

* Other rodent authorities insert without caust f Greek sayt Raca t (an obscure term of abuse) 

* Gr eek Gthomwt 
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5.29-30* Mk 9.43-48; Mt 18.8-9. 531-32* Lk 16.18; Mk 10.11-12; Mt 19.9; 1 Cor 7.10-11; Deut 24.1-4. 



The Lord's prayer 5 MATTHEW 6 

ever marries a divorced woman com- men. Truly, I say to you, they have 
mits adultery. their reward. 3 But when you give 

33 “Again you have heard that it was alms, do not let your left hand know 
said to the men of old, ‘You shall not what your right hand is doing, 4 so that 
swear falsely, but shall perform to the vour alms may be in secret; and your 
Lord what you have sworn.’ 34 But I Father who sees in secret will reward 
say to you. Do not swear at all, either you. 

by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 5 “And when you pray, you must 
;5 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the to stand and pray in the synagogues and 
great King. 36 And do not swear by your at trie street corners, that they may be 
o.ead, for you cannot make one hair seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they 
white or black. 37 Let what vou say be have their reward. 6 But when you 
simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more pray, go into your room and shut the 
than this comes from evil.* door and pray to your Father who is in 

38 “You have heard that it was said, secret; and your Father who sees in 
' An eve for an eye and a tooth for a secret will reward you. 
tooth.* 39 But 1 say to you. Do not resist 7 “And in praying do not heap up 

one who is evil. But if any one strikes empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for 

vou on the right cheek, turn to him the they think that they will be heard for 
other also; 40 and if any one would rue their many words. 8 Do not be like 
vou and take your coat, let him have them, for your Father knows what you 
your cloak as well; 41 and if any one need before you ask him. 9 Pray then 
forces you to go one mile, go with him like this: 

two miles. 47 Give to him who begs Our Father who art in heaven, 

from you, and do not refuse him who Hallowed be thy name, 

would borrow* from you. 50 Thy kingdom come, 

43 “You have heard that it was said. Thy will be done, 

*You shall love your neighbour and hate On earth as it is in heaven. 

your enemy. 1 44 But I say to you. Love u Give us this day our daily bread;™ 

vour enemies and pray for those who 12 And forgive us our debts, 

persecute you, 43 so that you may be As we also have forgiven our 

sons of your Father who is in heaven; ^ debtors; 

for he makes his sun rise on the evil and 33 And lead us not into temptation, 

on the good, and sends rain on tire just But deliver us from evil." 

and on the unjust. 46 For if you love 14 For if you forgive men their tres- 

diose who love you, what reward have passes, your heavenly Father also w ill 

you? Do not even the tax collectors do forgive you; 15 but if you do not forgive 

the same? 4 7 And if you salute only your men their trespasses, neither will your 

brethren, what more are you doing than Father forgive your trespasses. 

others? Do not even the Gentiles do the _ 16 “And when you fast, do not look 

same? 48 You, therefore, must be per- dismal, like die hypocrites, for they 

feet, as your heavenly Father is perfect, disfigure their faces that their fasting 

6 “Beware of practising your piety may be seen by men. Truly, I say to 

before men in order to be seen by you, they have their reward. 17 But 

Them; for then you will have no reward when you fast, anoint your head and 
from your Father who is in heaven. wash your face, 18 that your fasting may 
2 “Thus, when you give alms, sound not be seen by men but by your Father 
no trumpet before you, as the hypo- who is in secret; and your Father who 

crites do in the synagogues and in the sees in secret will reward you. 

streets, that they may be praised by 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves 

* Or the evil one m Or our bread for the marrow 

Or the aril one. Other authorities, some ancient, add, in some form, For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, for ever . Amen. 

5.33-37*. Mt 23.16-22; Jas 5.12; Lev 19.12; Num 30.2; Deut 23.21. 5.35: Is 66.1; Arts 7.49; Ps 48.2. 

5.38: Ex 21.24; Lev 24.20; Deut 19.21. 

5.30-42: Lk 6.29-30; 1 Cor 6.7; Rom 12.17; 1 Pet 2.19; 3.9; Prov 24.29. 

5.43-48: Lk 6.27-28, 32-36; Lev 19.18; Prov 25.21-22. 5.48: Lev 19.2. 8.1* Mt 23.5. «.4i Col 3.23-24. 

8-5: Mk 11.25; Lk 18.10-14. 6.7: 1 Kings 18.25-29. 6.8: Mt 6.32; Lk 12.30. 6.0-13: Lk 11.2-4. 

6.13: 2Thess 3.3; Jn 17.15; Jas 1.13. 6.14-15: Mt 18.35; Mk 11.25; Eph 4.32; Col 3.13. 6.16: Is 58.* 
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MATTHEW 6 6 Trust in God 

treasures on earth, where moth and anxious for itself. Let the day’s own 
rust 0 consume and where thieves break trouble be sufficient for the day. 
in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves Tf “Judge not, that you be not 

treasure in heaven, where neither moth / judged. 2 For with the judgment 

nor rust° consumes and where thieves you pronounce you will be judged, and 
do not break in and steal. 21 For where the measure you give will be the meas- 
your treasure is, there will your heart be ure you get. 5 Why do you see the speck 
also. that is in your brother’s eye, but do 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body, not notice the log that is in your own 
So, if your eye is sound, your whole eye? 4 Or how can you say to vour 
body will be full of light; 23 but if your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
eye is not sound, your whole body will your eye,’ when there is the log in your 
be full of darkness. If then the light in own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the 
you is darkness, how great is the dark- log out of your own eye, and then you 
ness! will see clearly to take the speck out of 

24 “No one can serve two masters; your brother’s eye. 

for either he will hate the one and love 6 “Do not give dogs what is holy, 

the other, or he will be devoted to the and do not throw your pearls before 

one and despise the other. You cannot swine, lest they trample them under 
serve God and mammon, foot and turn to attack you. 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be 7 “Ask, and it will be given you; seek, 

anxious about your life, what you shall and you will find: knock, and it will be 

eat or what you shall drink, nor about opened to you. ® For every one who 
your body, what you shall put on. Is asks receives, and he who seeks finds, 
not life more than food, and the body and to him who knocks it will be 

more than clothing? 2 <5 Look at the opened. 9 Or what man of you, if his 

birds of the air: they neither sow nor son asks him for bread, will give him a 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are 
not of more value than they? 27 And evil, know how to give good gifts to 
which of you by being anxious can add your children, how much more will 
one cubit to his span of life?*> 28 And your Father who is in heaven give good 
why are you anxious about clotiling? things to those who ask him! 12 So 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they whatever you wish that men would do 
grow; they neither toil nor spin; 29 yet I to you, do so to them; for this is the law 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory and the prophets. 

was not arrayed like one of these. 39 But 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for 
if God so clothes the grass of the field, the gate is wide and the way is easy,« 
which today is alive and tomorrow is that leads to destruction, and those who 
thrown into the oven, will he not much enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is 
more clothe you, O men of little faith? narrow and the way is hard, that leads 
31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, to life, and those who find it are few. 
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 15 “Beware of false prophets, who 
drink?* or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For come to you in sheep’s clothing but in- 
the Gentiles seek all these things; and wardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will 
your heavenly Father knows that you know them by their fruits. Are grapes 
need them all. 33 But seek first his gathered from thorns, or figs from 
kingdom and his righteousness, and thistles? 17 So, every sound tree bears 
all these things shall be yours as good fruit, but the bad tree bears evil 
well. fruit. 18 A sound tree cannot bear evil 

34 “Therefore do not be anxious fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit, 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 19 Every tree that does not bear good 

0 Or worm V Or to his stature Q Other andent authorities read for the way is wide and easy 
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Centurion's servant hcalc\. ’ 7 MATTHEW 8 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But 
f*ve. 20 Thus you will know them by the centurion answered him, “Lord, I 
their fruits. am not worthy to have you come under 

21 “Not every one who says to me, my roof; but only say the word, and my 
‘Lord, Lord,* shall enrer the kingdom servant will be healed. 9 For I am a 
of heaven, but he who does the will of man tinder authority, with soldiers un- 
my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that der me; and 1 say to one, ‘Go,’ and he 
day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, goes, and to another, ‘Come,* and he 
did we not prophesy in your name, and comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and 
cast out demons in your name, and do he does it.** 10 When Jesus heard 
many mighty works in your name?* him, he marvelled, and said to those 
23 And then will i declare to them, ‘I who followed him, “Truly, I say to 
never knew you; depart from me, you you, not even* in Israel have I found 
evildoers.* such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come 

24 “Every one then who hears these from east and west and sit at table with 
words of mine and does them will be Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 
like a wise man who built his house kingdom of hea% r en, 12 while the sons 
upon the rock; 25 arid the rain fell, and of the kingdom wiJl be thrown into the 
die floods came, and the wrinds blew and outer darkness; there men will weep 
beat upon that house, but it did not fall, and gnash their teeth.” 13 And to the 
because it had been founded on the centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done 
rock. 26 And every one who hears these for you as you have believed.** And the 
words of mine and does not do them servant was healed at that very moment, 
will be like a foolish man who built his 14 And when Jesus entered Peter’s 
house upon the sand; 27 and the rain house, he saw his mother-in-law lying 
fell, and die floods came, and the winds sick with a fever; 15 he touched her 
clew and beat against that house, and it hand, and the fever left her, and she 
idl: and great was the fall of it.** rose and served him. 16 That evening 

28 And when Jesus finished these they brought to him many who were 
sayings, the crowds were astonished at possessed with demons; and he cast out 
his teaching, 29 for he taught them as die spirits with a word, and healed all 
one who had authority, and not as their who were sick. 17 This was to fulfil what 
scribes. was spoken by the prophet Isaiah, “He 

took our infirmities and bore our 

S When he came down from the diseases.** 

mountain, great crowds followed 18 Now when Jesus saw great crowds 
him; 2 and behold, a leper came to him around him, he gave orders to go over 
and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if to the other side. 19 And a scribe came 
you will, you can make me clean.’* up and said to him, “Teacher, I will 
3 And he stretched out his hand and follow you wherever you go.** 20 And 
touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes. 
And immediately his leprosy was and birds of the air have nests; but the 
cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, “Sec Son of man has nowhere to lay his 
that you say nothing to any one; but go, head.” 21 Another of the disciples said to 
show yourself to the priest, and offer the him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
gift that Moses commanded, for a father.” 22 But Jesus said to him, “Fol- 
proof to the people.” 1, low me, and leave the dead to bury their 

5 As he entered Caper'na-um, a own dead.” 
centurion came forward to him, be- 23 And when he got into the boat, his 
seeching him 6 and saying, “Lord, my disciples followed him. 24 And behold, 
servant is lying paralysed at home, in there arose a great storm on the sea, so 
terrible distress. * 7 And he said to that the boat was being swamped by 

r Greek to them 0 Other ancient authorities read with no one 
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MATTHEW 8 8 Earing with sinners 

the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they glorified God, who had given such 
they went and woke him, saying, “Save, authority to men. 

Lord; we are perishing/' 2 '/And he said 9 As Jesus passed on from there, he 
to them, “Why are you afraid, O men saw a man called Matthew sitting at the 
of little faith?” Then he rose and re- tax office; and he said to him, “Follow 
buked the winds and the sea; and there me.” And he rose and followed him. 
was a great calm. 2 ; And the men mar- 10 And as he sat at table 1 ’ in the 
veiled, saying, “What sort of man is house, behold, many tax collectors and 
this, that even winds and sea obey sinners came and sat down with Jesus 
him?” and his disciples. 11 And when the 

28 And when he came to the other Pharisees saw this, they said to his 
side, to the country of the Gadarenes, 4 disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
two demoniacs met him, coming out of with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 But 
the tombs, so fierce that no one could when he heard it, he said, “Those who 
pass that way. 20 And behold, they cried are well have no need of a physician, but 
out, “What have you to do with us, O those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what 
Son of God? Have you come here to this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not 
torment us before the time?” 30 Now a sacrifice/ For I came ^ not to call the 
herd of many swine was feeding at some righteous, but sinners/* 
distance from them. 3i And the demons M Then the disciples of John came 
begged him, “If you cast us out, send us to him, saying, “Why do we and the 
away into the herd of swine/* 32 And he Pharisees fast, 11 ' but your disciples do 
said to them, “Go.” So they came out not fast?” i5 And Jesus said to them, 
and went into the swine; and behold, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long 
the whole herd rushed down the steep as the bridegroom is with them? The 
bank into the sea, and perished in the days will come, when the bridegroom is 
waters. 33 The herdsmen fled, and going taken away from them, and then they 
into the city they told everything, and will fast. 16 And no one puts a piece of 
what had happened to the demoniacs, unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for 
34 And behold, all the city came out to the patch tears away from the garment, 
meet Jesus; and when they saw him, and a worse tear is made. 17 Neither is 
they begged him to leave their neigh- new wine put Into old wineskins; if it 
bourhood. is, the skins burst, and the wine is 

9 And getting into a boat he crossed spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but 
over and came to his own city, new wine is put into fresh wineskins, 
2 And behold, they brought to him a and so both are preserved.” 
paralytic, lying on his bed; and when 18 While he was thus speaking to 
Jesus saw their faith he said to the them, behold, a ruler came in and 
paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your knelt before him, saying, “My daughter 
sins are forgiven/* 3 And behold, some has just died; but come and lay your 
of the scribes said to themselves, “This hand on her, and she will live.” l9 And 
man is blaspheming.” 4 But Jesus, Jesus rose and followed him, with his 
knowing* their thoughts, said, “Why disciples. 20 And behold, a woman who 
do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For had suffered from a hemorrhage for 
which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are twelve years came up behind him and 
forgiven/ or to say, ‘Rise and walk*? touched the fringe of his garment; 21 for 
6 But that you may know that the Son of she said to herself, “If I only touch his 
man has authority on earth to forgive garment, I shall be made wen.” 22 Jesus 
sins”—he then said to the paralytic— turned, and seeing her he said, “Take 
“Rise, take up your bed and go home/’ heart, daughter; your faith has made 
7 And he rose and went home. 8 When you well.” And instantly the woman was 
the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and made well. 23 And when Jesus came to 

* Other indent authorities read Gergesmu; some, Gtxasetm u Other ancient authorities read teeing 
v Greek reclined w Other andent authorities add much or often 
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Mission of the twelve 
the ruler’s house, and saw the flute 
players, and the crowd making a tumult, 
24 he said, “Depart; for the girl is not 
dead but sleeping.** And they laughed 
at him. 25 But when the crowd had been 
put outside, he went in and took her by 
the hand, and the girl arose. 2(5 And the re¬ 
port of this went through all that district. 

27 And as .Tesus passed on from 
there, two blind men followed him, 
crying aloud, “Have mercy on us. Son 
of David.*’ 2S When he entered the 
house, the blind men came to him; and 
Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that 
3 am able to do this?** They said to him, 
“Yes, Lord.’’ 29 Then he touched their 
eyes, saying, “According to your faith 
be it done to you.*’ 3( 'And their eyes 
w ere opened. And Jesus sternly charged 
them, “See that no one knows it.” 
31 But they went away and spread his 
fame through all that district. 

32 As they were going away, behold, 
a dumb demoniac was brought to him. 
33 And when the demon had been cast 
cut, the dumb man spoke; and the 
crowds marvelled, saying, “Never was 
anything like this seen in Israel.” 34 But 
the Pharisees said, “He casts out de¬ 
mons by the prince of demons.” 

3f> And Jesus went about all the 
cities and villages, leaching in their 
synagogues and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing every disease 
and every infirmity. 36 When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion for 
them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 Then he said to his disciples, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the labourers 
are few; 3 ' s pray therefore the Lord of 
the harvest to send out labourers into 
his harvest.” 

i And he called to him his twelve 
JLv/ disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to heal every disease and every 
infirmity. 2 The names of the twelve 
apostles are these: first, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 
James the son of Zeb'edee, and John his 
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brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thad- 
daeus ;* 4 Simon the Cananaean, and 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out, 
charging them, “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the 
Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And 
preach as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.’ * Heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out 
demons. You received without pay, give 
without pay. y Take no gold, nor silver, 
nor copper in your belts, 10 no bag for 
your journey, nor two tunics, nor 
sandals, nor a staff; for the labourer 
deserves his food. 11 And whatever town 
or village you enter, find out who is 
worthy in it, and stay with him until you 
depart. 12 As you enter the house, salute 
it. i3 And if the house is worthy, let your 
peace come upon it; but if it is not 
w'orthy, let your peace return to you. 
14 And if any one will not receive you 
or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet as you leave that 
house or town. 15 Truly, I say to you, it 
shall be more tolerable on the day of 
judgment for the land of Sodom and 
Gomor rah than for that town. 

16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep 
in the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17 Be¬ 
ware of men; for they will deliver* you 
up to councils, and flog you in their 
synagogues, 1S and you will be dragged 
before governors and kings for my sake, 
to bear testimony before them and the 
Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you up, 
do not be anxious how you are to speak 
or what you are to say; for what you 
are to say will be given to you in that 
hour; 20 for it is not you who speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you. 21 Brother will deliver up 
brother to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to death; 
22 and you will be hated by all for my 
name’s sake. But he who endures to the 
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end will be saved. 23 When they per¬ 
secute you in one town, flee to the next; 
for truly, I say to you, you will not have 
gone through all the towns of Israel, be¬ 
fore the Son of man comes. 

24 “A disciple is not above his 
teacher, nor a servant*' above his 
master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to 
be like his teacher, and the servant v 
like his master. If they have called the 
master of the house Be-el zebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his 
household. 

26 “So have no fear of them; for 
nothing is covered that will not be re¬ 
vealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, 
utter in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim upon the house¬ 
tops. 28 And do not fear those who kill 
the body but cannot kill the soul; 
rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 2 29 Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one 
of them will fall to the ground without 
your Father’s will. 30 But even the hairs 
of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear 
not, therefore; you are of more value 
than many sparrows. 32 So every one 
who acknowledges me before men, I 
also will acknowledge before my Father 
who is in heaven; 33 but whoever denies 
me before men, I also will deny before 
my Father who is in heaven. 

34 “Do not think that I have come to 
bring peace on earth; I have not come 
to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I 
have come to set a man against his 
father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law; 39 and a man’s foes 
will be those of his own household. 

37 He who loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me; and he 
who loves son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me; 38 and he who 
does not take his cross and follow me is 
not worthy of me. 39 He who finds his 
life will lose it, and he who loses his life 
for my sake will find it. 


Conditions of discipleship 
40 “He who receives you receives 
me, and he who receives me receives 
him who sent me. 41 He who receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet shall 
receive a prophet’s reward, and he who 
receives a righteous man because he is a 
righteous man shall receive a righteous 
man’s reward. 42 And whoever gives to 
one of these little ones even a cup of 
cold water because he is a disciple, 
truly, I say to you, he shall not lose his 
reward.” 

U And when Jesus had finished in¬ 
structing Iris twelve disciples, he 
went on from there to teach and preach 
in their cities. 

2 Now when John heard in prison 
about the deeds of the Qirist, he sent 
word by his disciples 3 and said to 
him, “Are you he who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?” 4 A.nd Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what 
you hear and see: 5 the blind receive 
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised up, and the poor have good 
news preached to them. °And blessed is 
he who takes no offence at me.” 

7 As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds concerning John: 
“What did you go out into the wilder¬ 
ness to behold? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8 Why then did you go out? To 
see a man 0 clothed in soft raiment? Be¬ 
hold, those who wear soft raiment are 
in kings’ houses. 9 Why then did you go 
out? To see a prophet? 8 Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10 This is he 
of w hom it is written, 

‘Behold, I send my messenger before 
thy face, 

who shall prepare thy way before 
thee.’ 

11 Truly, I say to you, among those 
born of women there has risen no one 
greater than John the Baptist; yet he 
who is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. 12 From the days of 
John the Baptist until now the kingdom 


V Or slave 2 Greek Gehenna a Or What then did you go out to see ? A man . . . 

0 Other ancient authorities read What then did you qo out to see ? A prophet ? 
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Lord of the sabbath 11 MATTHEW 12 

of heaven has suffered violence/ and 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
men of violence take it by force. 15 For from me; for I am gentle and lowly in 
all the prophets and the law prophesied heart, and you will find rest for your 
until John; 14 and if you are willing to souls. 3(1 For my yoke is easy, and my 
accept it, he is Fli'jah who is to come, burden is light.” 

15 I lc who has cars to hear/ let him hear, i At that time Jesus went through 
10 ‘‘But to what shall I compare this XX the grainficlds on the sabbath; 
generation? It is like children sitting in his disciples were hungry', and they 
the market places and calling to their began to pluck ears of grain and to eat, 
playmates, 2 But when the Pharisees saw it, they 

* 7 ‘We piped to you, and you did not said to him, “Look, your disciples are 
dance; doing what is not lawful to do on the 

we wailed, and you did not mourn/ sabbath.” 3 He said to them, “Have you 
IS For John came neither earing nor not read what David aid, when he was 
drinking, and they say, ‘He has a hungry, and those who were with him: 
demon’ ; 19 the Son of man came eating 4 how he entered the house of God and 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a ate the bread of the Presence, which it 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax was not lawful for him to cat nor for 
collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is those who were with him, but only for 
justified by her deeds.”' the priests? 5 Or have you not read in 

2U Then he began to upbraid the the law how on the sabbath the priests 
cities where most of his mighty works in the temple profane the sabbath, and 
had been done, because they did not are guiltless? 6 1 tell you, something 
repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chora'zin! woe greater than the temple is here. 7 And If 
to you, Beth-sa'ida! for if the mighty you had known what this means, ‘I de¬ 
works done in you had been done in sire mercy, and not sacrifice/ you would 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have rc- not have condemned the guiltless, 
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 8 For the Son of man is lord of the 
22 But I tell you, it shall be more sabbath.” 

tolerable on the day of judgment for 9 And he went on from there, and 
Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And entered their synagogue. l°And behold, 
you, Caper'na-um, will you be exalted there was a man with a withered hand, 
to heaven? You shall be brought down And they asked him, “Is it lawful to 
to Hades. For if the mighty works done heal on the sabbath?” so that they might 
in you had been done in Sodom, it accuse him. 11 He said to them, “What 
would have remained until this day. man of you, if he has one sheep and it 
24 But I tell you that it shall be more falls into a pit on the sabbath, will not 
tolerable on the day of judgment for the lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 Of how 
land of Sodom than for you.” much more value is a man than a sheep l 

25 At that time Jesus declared, “1 So it is lawful to do good on the sab- 
thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and bath.” 13 Then he said to the man, 
earth, that thou hast hidden these things “Stretch out your hand.” And the man 
from the wise and understanding and stretched it out, and it was restored, 
revealed them to babes ; 26 yea, Father, whole like the other. 14 But the Phari- 
for such was thy gracious will/ 27 A11 sees went out and took counsel against 
things have been delivered to me by my him, how to destroy him. 

Father; and no one knows the Son ex- 15 Jesus, aware of this, withdrew 
cept the Father, and no one knows the from there. And many followed him. 
Father except the Son and any one to and he healed them all, 10 and ordered 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. them not to make him known. 17 This 
28 Gome to me, all who labour and are was to fulfil what was spoken by the 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest, prophet Isaiah: 

* Or has been coming violently d Other ancient nuthc ities omit to hear 
e Othei ancient authorities read children (Luke 7.3">) ' Or so it teas well-pleasing before the* 
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18 “Behold, my servant whom I have its fruit bad; for the tree is known by its 

chosen, fruit. 34 You brood of vipers 1 how can 

my beloved with whom my soul is you speak good, when you are evil? For 
well pleased. out of the abundance of the heart the 

I will put my Spirit upon him, mouth speaks. 35 The good man out of 

and he shall proclaim justice to his good treasure brings forth good, and 
the Gentiles. the evil man out of his evil treasure 

19 He will not wrangle or cry aloud, brings forth evil. 36 I tell you, on the day 

nor will any one hear his voice in of judgment men will render account 
the streets; for every careless word they utter; 37 for 

20 h e w iu no t break a bruised reed by your words you will be justified, and 

or quench a smouldering wick, by your words you will be condemned.” 
till he brings justice to victory; 38 Then some of the scribes and 

21 and in his name will the Gentiles Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we 

hope.” wish to see a sign from you.” 39 But he 

22 Then a blind and dumb demoniac answered them, “An evil and adulterous 
was brought to him, and he healed him, generation seeks for a sign; but no sign 
so that the dumb man spoke and saw. shall be given to it except the sign of the 
23 And all the people were amazed, and prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was 
said, “Can this be the Son of David?” three days and three nights in the belly 
24 But when the Pharisees heard it they of the whale, so will the Son of man be 
said, “It is only by Be-eTzebul, the three days and three nights in the heart 
prince of demons, that this man casts of the earth. 41 The men of Nin eveh 
out demons.” 25 Knowing their thoughts, will arise at the judgment with this 
he said to them, “Every kingdom generation and condemn it; for they re¬ 
divided against itself is laid waste, and pented at the preaching of Jonah, and 
no city or house divided against itself behold, something greater than Jonah 
will stand; 26 and if Satan casts out is here. 42 The queen of the South will 
Satan, he is divided against himself; arise at the judgment with this genera- 
how then will his kingdom stand? 27 And tion and condemn it; for she came from 
if I cast out demons by Be-el'zebul, by the ends of the earth to hear the wis- 
whom do your sons cast them out? dom of Solomon, and behold, some- 
Therefore they shall be your judges, thing greater than Solomon is here. 

28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that 43 “When the unclean spirit has gone 
I cast out demons, then the kingdom out of a man, he passes through water- 
of God has come upon you. 29 Or how less places seeking rest, but he finds 
can one enter a strong man’s house and none. 44 Then he says, T will return to 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds my house from which i came. 5 And 
the strong man? Then indeed he may when he comes he finds it empty, swept, 
plunder his house. 3( > He who is not and put in order. 45 Then he goes and 
with me is against me, and he who does brings with him seven other spirits more 
not gather with me scatters. 3i There- evil than himself, and they enter and 
fore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy dwell there; and the last state of that 
will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy man becomes worse than the first. So 
against the Spirit will not be forgiven, shall it be also with this evil genera- 
32 And whoever says a word against the tion.” 

Son of man will be forgiven; but who- 46 While he was still speaking to the 
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit will people, behold, his mother and his 
not be forgiven, either in this age or in brothers stood outside, asking to speak 
the age to come. to him.? 48 But he replied to the mail 

33 “Either make the tree good, and who told him, “Who is my mother, and 
its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and who are my brothers?” 49 And stretching 

9 Other ancient authorities insert verse 47, Sent* one told him, " Your mother and you,' brothers are standing outside* 
asking to speak to you n 
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Parable of the sower S3 

out his hand toward his disciples, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 50 For whoever does the will 
of my Father in heaven is my brother, 
and sister, and mother.” 

B That same day Jesus went out 
of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2 And great crowds gathered about 
him, so that he got. into a boat and sat 
there; and the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3 And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “A sower went out 
to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell along the path, and the birds came 
and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they had not 
much soil, and immediately they 
sprang up, since they had no depth of 
soil, (> but when the sun rose they were 
scorched; and since they had no root 
they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell 
upon thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some 
a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

9 He who has ears/ 1 let him hear.” 

10 Then the disciples came and said 
to him, “Why do you speak to them in 
parables?” 11 And he answered them, 
“To you it has been given to know die 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to 
them it has not been given. 12 For to 
him who has will more be given, and he 
will have abundance; but from him 
who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away. 13 This is why I speak to 
them in parables, because seeing they 
do not see, and hearing they do not 
hear, nor do they understand. 14 With 
them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of 
Isaiah which says: 

‘You shall indeed hear but never 
understand, 

and you shall indeed see but never 
perceive. 

15 For this people’s heart has grown 
dull, 

and their ears are heavy of hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed, 
lest they should perceive with their 
eves, 

and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their heart, 
and turn for me to heal them.* 


MATTHEW 13 

16 But blessed are your eyes, for they 
see, and your ears, for they hear. 

17 Truly, I say to you, many prophets 
and righteous men longed to see what 
you see, and did not see it, and to hear 
what you hear, and did not hear it. 

18 “Hear- then the parable of the 
sower. 19 When any one hears the word 
of the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in his heart; this is what 
was sown along the path. 2u As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is he 
who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy; 21 yet he has no 
root in himself, but endures for a 
while, and when tribulation or persecu¬ 
tion arises on account of the word, im¬ 
mediately he falls away. 1 ' 22 As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is he who 
hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the delight in riches choke 
the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23 As 
for what was sown on good soil, this is 
he who hears the word and understands 
it; he indeed bears fruit, and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 

24 /mother parable he put before 
them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a man who sowed 
good seed in his held; 25 but while men 
were sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and 
went away. 26 So when the plants came 
up and bore grain, then the weeds ap¬ 
peared also. 2 'And the servants^ of the 
householder came and said to him, 
‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? How then has it weeds?’ 28 He 
said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.* 
The servants^' said to him, ‘Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But 
he said, ‘No; lest in gathering the weeds 
you root up the wheat along with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the 
harvest; and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers. Gather the weeds first and 
bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

31 Another parable he put before 
them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a grain of mustard seed which a 
man took and sowed in his field; 32 it is 
the smallest of all seeds, but when it has 
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grown it is the greatest of shrubs and at the close of the age. The angels will 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of come out and separate the evil from the 
the air come and make nests in its righteous, 50 and throw them into the 
branches.” furnace of fire; there men vyiil weep and 

33 He told them another parable, gnash their teeth. 

“The kingdom of heaven is like leaven 51 “Have you understood ail this?” 
which a woman took and hid in three They said to him, “Yes.” 32 And lie said 
measures ofmeal, till it was all leavened.” to them, “Therefore every scribe who 

34 All this Jesus said to the crowds has been trained for the kingdom of 
in parables ,; indeed he said nothing to heaven is like a householder who brings 
them without a parable. 35 This was to out of his treasure what is new and 
fulfil what was spoken by the prophet:* what is old.” 

“I will open my mouth in parables, 

i will utter what has been hidden 53 And w hen Jesus had finished these 
since the foundation of the parables, he went away from there, 
world.” - M and coming to his own country he 

36 Then he left the crowds and went taught them in their synagogue, so that 
into the house. And his disciples came they were astonished, and said, “Where 
to him, saying, “Explain to us the par- did this man get this wisdom and these 
able of the weeds of the field.” 37 He. mighty works? 55 Is not this the car- 
answered, “He who sows the good seed pemer’s son? Is not his mother called 
is the Son of man; 3 8 the field is the Mary? And are not his brothers lames 
world, and the good seed means the and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 
sons of the kingdom; the weeds are the 56 And are not all his sisters with us? 
sons of the evil one, 3C and the enemy Where then did this man get alt this?” 

who sowed them is the devil; the har- 57 And they took offence at him. But 

vest is the close of the age, and the Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds without honour except in his own coun- 
are gathered and burned with fire, so try and in his own house.” 38 And he did 
will it be at *he close of the age. 41 The not do many mighty works there, be- 
Son of man will send his angels, and cause of their unbelief, 
they will gather out of his kingdom all i /fl At that time Herod the te« 
causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and ! * trarch heard about the fame of 
throw them into the furnace of fire; Jesus; 2 and he said to his servants, 
there men will weep and gnash their “This is John the Baptist, he has been 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine raised from the dead; that is why these 

like the sun in the kingdom of their powers are at work in him.” 3 For 

Father. He who has ears, let him hear. Herod had seized John and bound him 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like and put him in prison, for the sake of 

treasure hidden in a held, which a man Hero'di-as, his brother Philip's wife; 1 
found and covered up; then in his joy 4 because John said to him, “It is not 
he goes and sells all that he has and lawful for you to have her.” -'’And 
buys that field. though he wanted to put him to death, 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is he feared the people, because they held 

like a merchant in search of fine pearls, him to be a prophet. & But When 
46 who, on finding one pearl of great Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of 
value, went and sold all that he had and Hero'di-as danced before the company, 
bought it. and pleased Herod, 7 so that he 

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is promised with an oath to give her what- 
like a net which was thrown into the sea ever she might ask. 8 Prompted by her 
and gathered fish of every kind; 48 when mother, she said, “Give me the head of 
it was full, men drew it ashore and sat John the Baptist here on a platter.” 
down and sorted the good into vessels 9 And the king was sorry; but because of 
but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be his oaths and his guests he commanded 

* Other ancient authorities read the prophet Isaiah 1 Other ancient authorities read his brother's wife 
13.33: Lk 13.20-21; Gal 5.9; Gen 18.6. 13.34: Mk 4.33-34; Jn 10.6; 16.25. 13.35: Ps 78.2. 

13.38: Jn 8.44; 1 Jn 3.10. 13.41: Mt 24.31. 13.42: Mt 13.50; 8.12; 22.13; 24.51; 25.30; Lk 13.28. 

13.47-50: Mt 13.40-42. 13.53: Mt 7.2S; 11.1; 19.1; 26.1. 13.54-58: Mk 6.1-6; Lk 4.16-30. 

14.1-2: Mk 6.14-16; Lk 9.7-9; Mk 8.28. 14.3-4; Mk 6.17-18; Lk 3.19-20; Lev 18.16; 20.21. 

14.5-12: Mk 6.19-29. 
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it to be given; 10 be sent and had John 
beheaded in the prison, n and his head 
was brought on a platter and given to 
the girl, and site brought it to her 
mother. 12 And his disciples came and 
took the body and buried it; and they 
went and told Jesus. 

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he 
withdrew from there in a boat to a 
lonely place apart, but when the crowds 
heart! it, they followed him on foot from 
the towns. 14 As he went ashore he saw a 
great throng; and he had compassion on 
them, and healed their sick. LS When it 
was evening, the disciple* came to him 
and said, “This is a lonely place, and the 
day is now over; send the crowds away 
to go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.*' * 6 Jesus said, “They need 
not go away; you give them some¬ 
thing to cat.’* 17 They said to him, 
“We have only five loaves here and two 
fish.” 1 And he said, “Bring them here 
to me.’* ig Then he ordered the crowds 
to sit down on the grass; and taking the 
five loaves and the two fish lie looked up 
to heaven, and blessed, and broke and 
gave the loa\ cs to the disciples, and the 
disciples gave them to the crowds. 
2 kAud they all ate and were satisfied. 
And they rook up twelve baskets full of 
the broken pieces left over. 21 And those 
who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 

22 Then he made the disciples get 
into the boat and go before him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the 
crowds. 2:1 And after he had dismissed 
the crowds, he went up into the hills by 
himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone, 24 but the boat by this 
time was many furlongs distant from the 
land , m beaten by the waves; for the wind 
was against them, 25 And in the fourth 
watch of the night he came to them, 
walking on the sea. 26 But when the 
disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost 1” 
And they cried out for fear. 27 But im¬ 
mediately he spoke to them, saying, 
“Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” 

28 And Peter answered him, “l^ord, 
if it is you, bid me come to you on the 
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water.” 2g He said, “Come.” So Peter 
got out of the boat and walked on the 
water arid came to Jesus; but when 
he saw the wind," he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, 
save me.” il Jesus immediately reached 
out his hand and caught him, saying to 
him, “O man of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 2,2 And when they got into the 
boat, the wind ceased. ^And those in 
the boat worshipped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 

34 And when they had crossed over, 
They came to land at Gennes'aret. 35 And 
when the men of that place recognised 
him, they sent round to all that region 
and brought to him all that were sick, 
and besought him that they might 
only touch the fringe of his garment; 
and as many as touched it were made 
well. 

i C. Then Pharisees and scribes 
JLJ came to Jesus from Jerusalem and 
said, 2 “Why do your disciples trans¬ 
gress the tradition of the elders? Lor 
they do not wash their hands when they 
eat.” •* He answered them, “And why 
do you transgress the commandment of 
GocI for the sake of your tradition? 4 For 
God commanded, ‘Honour your father 
and your mother,’ and, ‘He who speaks 
evil of father or mother, let him surely 
die.’ 5 But you say, Tf any one tells his 
father or his mother, What you would 
have gained from me is given to God," 
he need not honour his father/ 6 So, for 
the sake of your tradition, you have 
made void the word^ of God. 7 You 
hypocrites 1 Well did Isaiah prophesy of 
you, when he said: 

# ‘This people honours me with their 
lips, 

but their heart is far from me; 

9 in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the precepts of 
men/ ” 

10 And he called the people to him 
and said to them, “Hear and under¬ 
stand : 11 not what goes into the mouth 
defiles a man, but what comes out of the 
mouth, this defiles a man.” 12 Then the 
disciples came and said to him, “Do you 
know that the Pharisees were offended 

Other ancient authorities read strong wind 


n Other ancient authorities read was out on the sea H 
0 Or an offer we v Other ancient authorities read law 
14.13-21: Mk 6.32-44; Ut 9.1(1-17; Jn 6.1-13; Mt 1 *>.32-38. *4.18: Mk 14.22; Lk 24.30, 

14.22-23: Mk 6.45-46; Jn 6.15-17. 14.24-33: Mk 6.47-52; Jn 6.16-21. 14.28: Lk 24.37. 14.28: Jn 21.7, 
14.31: Mt 6.30; 8.26; 16.8. 14.33: Mt 28.9, 17. 14.34-36: Mk 6.53-56; Jn 6.22-26. 

14.36: Mk 3.10; Num 15.38; Mt 9.20. 15.1-20: Mk 7.1-23. 154: Ex 20.12} Dcut 5.16; Ex 21.17} Lev 20.91 

16.8-9: la 29.13. 15.11: Act* 10.14-15} 1 Tim 4.3. 
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when they heard this saying?” 13 He 32 Then Jesus called his disciples to 
answered, “Every plant which my him and said, “I have compassion on 
heavenly Father has not planted will be the crowd, because they have been with 
rooted up. 14 Let them alone; they are me now three days, and have nothing to 
blind guides. And if a blind man leads a eat; and I am unwilling to send them 
blind man, both will fall into a pit.” away hungry, lest they faint on the 
15 But Peter said to him, “Explain the way.” 33 And the disciples said to him, 
parable to us.” I6 And he said, “Are you “Where are we to get bread enough in 
also still without understanding? 17 Do the desert to feed so great a crowd?” 
you not see that whatever goes into the -^And Jesus said to them, “How many 
mouth passes into the stomach, and so loaves have you?” They said, “Seven, 
passes on?0 1S But what comes out of and a few small fish.” 35 And com- 
the mouth proceeds from the heart, and manding the crowd to sit down on the 
this defiles a man. 19 For out of the heart ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and 
come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, the fish, and having given thanks he 
fornication, theft, false witness, slander, broke diem and gave them to the dis- 
20 These are what defile a man; but to ciples, and the disciples gave them to 
eat with unwashed hands does not defile the crowds. 37 And they all ate and were 
a man.” satisfied ; and they took up seven 

21 And Jesus went away from there baskets full of the broken pieces left 
and withdrew to the district of Tyre and over. 3S Those who ate were four thou- 
Sidon. 22 And behold, a Canaanite sand men, besides women and children, 
woman from that region came out and 39 And sending away the crowds, he got 
cried, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, into the boat and went to the region of 
Son of David; my daughter is severely Magadan. 

possessed by a demon.” 23 But he did *| ZT And the Pharisees and Sad'- 
not answer her a word. And his disciples AO ducees came, and to test him they 
came and begged him, saying, “Send asked him to show them a sign from 
her away, for she is crying after us.” heaven. 2 He answered them, r “When 
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But weather; for the sky is red/ 3 And in the 
she came and knelt before him, saying, morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for 
“Lord, help me.” 26 And he answered, the sky is red and threatening.’ You 
“It is not fair to take the children’s know how to interpret the appearance of 
bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She the sky, but you cannot interpret the 
said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulter- 
the crumbs that fall from their master’s ous generation seeks for a sign, but 
table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O no sign shall be given to it except the 
woman, great is your faith! Be it done sign of Jonah.” So he left them and de- 
for you as you desire.” And her parted. 

daughter was healed instantly. 5 When the disciples reached the 

29 And Jesus went on from there and other side, they had forgotten to bring 
passed along the Sea of Galilee. And he any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Take 
went up into the hills, and sat down heed and beware of the leaven of the 
there. 3& And great crowds came to him, Pharisees and Sad'ducees.” 7 And they 
bringing with them the lame, the discussed it among themselves, saying, 
maimed, the blind, the dumb, and many “We brought no bread.” 8 But Jesus, 
others, and they put them at his feet, aware of this, said, “O men of little 
and he healed them, 3 * so that the faith, why do you discuss among your- 
throng wondered, when they saw the selves the fact that you have no bread? 
dumb speaking, the maimed whole, the 9 Do you not yet perceive? Do you not 
lame walking, and the blind seeing; and remember the five loaves of the five 
they glorified the God of Israel. thousand, and how many baskets you 

® Or is evacuated r Other ancient authorities omit the following words to the end of verse 3 
15.13: Is 60.21; Jn 15.2. 18.14: Lk 6.39; Mt 23.16, 24; Rom2.19. 
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16.5-12: Mk 8.13-21. 16.6: Lk 12.1. 16.8: Mt 6.30; 836; 14.31. 10.9: Mt 14.17-21. 
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gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves of the 
four thousand, and how many baskets 
you gathered? 11 How is it mat you fail 
to perceive that I did not speak about 
bread? Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sad'ducees,” 12 Then 
they understood that he did not tell 
them to beware of the leaven of bread, 
but of the teaching of the Pharisees and 
Sad 'ducees. 

13 Now when Jesus came into the 
district of Caesare'a Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, ‘'Who do men say that the 
Son of man is?’’" 14 And they said, “Some 
say John die Baptist, others say Eh'jah, 
and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” lj Pie said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the 
Sou cn the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered nini, “Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-Jonal For tiesh and blood has not 
revealed this eo you, but my Father 
who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you 
are Peter, c and on this rock : I will build 
my church, and the powers of death" 
shall riot prevail against it. 19 I wall give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the 
disciples to tell no one that he was the 
Christy 

21 From that time Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief priests and scribes, 
and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22 And Peter took him and began 
to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid, 
Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 

23 But he turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance 0 to me; for you are not on 
the side of God, but of men.” 

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If 
any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and 
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follow me, 25 For whoever would save 
his hfc will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life lor my sake will find it. 26 For what 
will it profit a man, if he gains the whole 
world and forfeits his life? Or what shall 
a man give in return for his life? 27 For 
the Son of man is to come with his an- 
gels in the glory of his Father, and then 
he wall repay every man for what he has 
done. 28 Truly, I say to you, there are 
some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom.” 

n And after six days Jesus took 
with him Peter and James and 
John his brother, and led them up a 
high mountain apart. 2 And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face 
shone like the sun, and his garments 
became white as light. -'And behold, 
there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter 
said to Jesus, “Lord, it is well that we 
are here; if you wish, 1 will make three 
booths here, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Eli jah.” 5 He was 
still speaking, when lo, a bright cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice from 
the cloud said, “This is my beloved 
Son,“’ with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to him.” 0 When the disciples 
heard this, they fell on their faces, and 
were filled with awe. 7 But Jesus came 
and touched them, saying, “Rise, and 
have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up 
their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus 
only. 

9 And as they were coming down the 
mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
“Tell no one the vision, until the Son of 
man is raised from the dead.” * 13 And 
the disciples asked him, “Then why do 
the scribes say that first Eli'jah must 
come?” 13 He replied, “Eli jah does 
come, and he is to restore ail things; 
12 but 1 tell you that Eli jah has already 
come, and they did not know him, but 
did to him whatever they pleased. So 
also the Son of man will suffer at their 
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hands.” 13 Then the disciples under- J O At that time the disciples came 
stood that he was speaking to them of AO to Jesus, saying, “Who is the 
John the Baptist. greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’* 

14 And when they came to the -And calling to him a child, he put him 
crowd, a man came up to him find in the midst of them, 3 and said, 
kneeling before him said, 15 “Lord, “Truly, 1 say to you, unless you turn 
have mercy on my son, for he is an epi- and become like children, you will 
leptic and he suffers terribly; for often never enter the kingdom of heaven, 
he falls into the fire, and often into the 4 Whoever humbles himself like this 
water. 16 And I brought him to your child, he is the greatest in the kingdom 
disciples, and they could not heal .him. 1 ’ of heaven. 

3 7 And Jesus answered, “O faithless and 5 “Whoever receives one such child 
perverse generation, how long am i to in my name receives me; & but whoever 
be with you? How long am I to bear causes one of these little ones who be- 
with you? Bring him here to me.” J 8 And lieve in me to sin,- it would be better 
Jesus rebuked him, and the demon for him to have a great millstone fas- 
came out of him, and the boy was cured tened round his neck and to be drowned 
instantly. 19 Then the disciples came to in the depth of the sea. 

Jesus privately and^said, “Why could 7 “Woe to the world tor temptations 
we not cast it out?” 20 He said to them, to sin! c For it is necessary rbat tempta- 
“Because of your little faith. For truly, tions Come, but woe to the man by 
I say to you, if you have faith as a whom the temptation comes! R And if 
grain of mustard seed, you will say your hand or your foot causes you to 
to this mountain, ‘Move hence to sin,-cut it off and throw it from you; it 
yonder place,* and .it will move; is better for you to enter life maimed or 
and nothing will be impossible to lame than with two hands or two feet 
you.”* to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9 And 

22 As they were gatherings in Galilee, if your eye causes you to sin, 2 pluck .it 
Jesus said to them, “The Son of man out and throw it from you; it is better 
is to be delivered into the hands of men, for you to enter life with one eye than 
23 and they will kill him, and he will be with two eyes to be thrown into the 
raised on the third day.” And they were helff of fire. 

greatly distressed. 10 “See that you do not despise one 

24 When they came to Caper'na-um, of these little ones; for I tell you that in 
the collectors of the half-shekel tax heaven their angels always behold the 
went up to Peter and said, “Does not face of my Father who is in heaven.® 
your teacher pay the tax?” 25 He said, 12 What do you think? If a man has a 
“Yes.” And when he came home, Jesus hundred sheep, and one of them has 
spoke to him first, saying, “What do you gone astray, does he not leave the 
think, Simon? From whom do kings of ninety-nine on the hills and go in search 
the earth take toll or tribute? From of the one that went astray? ,3 And if he 
their sons or from others?** 26 And when finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices 
he said, “From others,** Jesus said to over it more than over the ninety-nine 
him, “Then the sons are free. 27 How- that never went astray. 14 So it is not the 
ever, not to give offence to them, go to will of my d Father who is in heaven that 
the sea and cast a hook, and take the one of these little ones should perish, 
first fish that comes up, and when you 15 “If your brother sins against you, 
open its mouth you will find a shekel; go and tell him his fault, between you 
take that and give it to them for me and and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
for yourself.** have gained your brother. 16 But if he 

x Other ancient authorities insert verse 21, “ But this hind never comes out except by prayer and fasting* 
v Other ancient authorities read abode z Greek causes... to stumble n Greek stumbling blocks 
Z Greek Gehenna e Other ancient authorities add verse 11, For the Son of man came to save the lost 
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The debtor servant 
does not listen, take one or two others 
along with you., that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen 
to them, veil it to the church; and if he 
refuse? to listen even to the church, let 
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, what¬ 
ever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. K ’Again I say 
to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything they ask. it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven. 70 For 
where two or three are gathered in my 
name, there am I in the rmd'-'t of them/* 
2i Then Peter came up and said to 
him, “Lord, how often shall mv brother 
sin against roe, ar.ci 1 forgive him? As 
many as seven times?" 72 Jesus said to 
him, ‘‘I do not say to you seven times, 
but seventy times seven. f 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who wished 
to settle accounts with hr. servants. 
24 When he began the reckoning, one 
was biought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents/’ 25 anu as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 
with his wife and children and all that 
he had, and payment to be made. 2(1 So 
the servant fell on his knees, imploring 
him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and 
I will pay you everything/ 27 And out of 

{ >iry for him the lord of that servant re- 
eased him and forgave him the debt. 
28 But that same servant, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred denarii \ e 
and seizing him by the throat he said, 
"Pay what you owe.’ 2V So his fellow 
servant fell down and besought him, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’ 30 He refused and went and put 
him in prison till he should pay the 
debt. 51 When his fellow servants saw 
what had taken place, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. 
32 Then his lord summoned him and 
said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I for¬ 
gave you all that debt because you be- 
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sought me; 33 and should not you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I 
had mercy on you?’ - 4 And in anger his 
lord delivered him to the jailers,* (ill he 
should j>y all his debt. 35 So also my 
heavenly .Father will do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.” 

% Q. Now when Jesus had finished 
.1 y these sayings, he went away Fom 
Galilet and entered the region of Judea 
beyond the Jordan; 2 and large crowds 
followed him, and he healed them 
there. 

3 And Pharisees came up to him and 
tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to 
divorce one’s wife fin* any cau:.c?” 4 He 
answered, “Have you not read that he 
who made them fn-rn the beginning 
made them male and female. ■■ and said, 
‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother ar.cl be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one'?* 
6 So they are no longer two but one/ 
What therefore God has joined to¬ 
gether, let no man put asunder.” 7 They 
said to him, “Why then did Moses com¬ 
mand one to give a certificate of di¬ 
vorce, and to pm her away?” s He said 
to them, “For your hardness of heart 
Moses allowed you to divorce your 
wives, but from the beginning it was 
not so. y And 1 say to you: whoever 
divorces his wife, except for unchastity/ 
and marries another, commits adul¬ 
tery.” k 

10 The disciples said to him, “If such 
is the case of a man with his wife, it is 
not expedient to marry.” 11 But he said 
to them, “Not all men can receive this 
precept, but only those to whom it is 
given. 12 For there are eunuchs who 
have been so from birth, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs 
by men, and there are eunuchs who 
have made themselves eunuchs for the 
sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who 
is able to receive this, let him receive 
it.” 

13 Then children were brought to 
him that he might lay his hands on them 


* Or sct cniy-scven times Thi* talent was probably worth about a thousand dollar* 

9 The denarius was worth about twenty cents * Greek torturers * Greek one flesh 
J Other ancient authorities, after unchastity, read makes her commit adultery 

* Other ancient authorities insert and he tvho marries a divorced woman commits adultery 
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and pray. The disciples rebuked the 
people; 14 but Jesus said, ‘‘Let the 
children come to me, and do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the kingdom 
of heaven.” 15 And he laid his hands on 
them and went away. 

16 And behold, one came up to him, 
saying, “Teacher, what good deed 
must l do, to have eternal life?” J 'And 
he said to him, “Why do you ask me 
about what is good? One there is who is 
good. If you would enter life, keep the 
commandments.” 18 He said to him, 
“Which?” And Jesus said, “You shall 
not kill. You shall not commit adultery, 
You shall not steal. You shall not bear 
false witness, 14 Honour your father and 
mother, and. You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself.” 20 The young 
man said to him, “All these I have ob¬ 
served; what do I still lack?” 21 Jesus 
said to him, “If you would be perfect, 
go, sell what you possess and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 When 
the young man heard this he went away 
sorrowful; for he had great possessions. 

23 And Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Truly, I say to you, it will be hard for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 24 Again J tell you, it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples 
heard this they were greatly astonished, 
saying, “Who then can be saved?” 

26 But Jesus looked at them and said to 
them, “With men this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 

27 Then Peter said in reply, “JLo, we 
have left everything and followed you. 
What then shall we have?” 28 Jesus said 
to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the 
new world, when the Son of man shall 
sit on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 29 And every one who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or lands, for my 
name’s sake, will receive a hundred¬ 
fold,* and inherit eternal life, so But 


Labourers in the vineyard 
many that are first will be last, and the 
last first. 

A “For the kingdom of heaven is 
XU 1 like a householder who went out 
early in the morning to hire labourers for 
his vineyard, 2 After agreeing with the 
labourers for a denarius m a day, he sent 
them into his vineyard. 2 And going out 
about the third hour he saw others 
standing idle in the market place; 4 and 
to them he said, 'You go into the vine¬ 
yard too, and whatever is right I will 
give you.’ So they went. 5 Going out 
again about the sixth hour and the 
ninth hour, Vic did the same. 6 And about 
the eleventh hour he went out and 
found others standing; and he said to 
them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all 
day?' 7 They said to him, ‘Because no 
one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘ You 
go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his steward, ‘Call the labourers 
and pay them their wages, beginning 
with the last, up to the first.’ 4 And when 
those hired about the eleventh hour 
came, each of them received a denanus. 

10 Now when the first came, they 
thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received a denarius. 

11 And on receiving it they grumbled ac 
the householder, 12 saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.' 13 But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for a denarius? 

Take what belongs to you, and go; I 
choose to give to this last as I give to 
you. l5 Am I not allowed to do what I 
choose with what belongs to me? Or do 
you begrudge my generosity?’" 16 So 
the last will be first, and the first last.” 

17 And as Jesus was going up to 
Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples 
aside, and on the way he said to them, 
18 “Behold, we are going up to Jeru¬ 
salem; ana the Son of man will be de¬ 
livered to the chief priests and scribes, 
and they will condemn him to death, 
14 and deliver him to tire Gentiles to be 


* Other ancient authorities read manifold . m The denarius was worth about seventeen pence 
n Or is your eye evil because 1 am good ? * 
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mocked and scourged and crucified, and and immediately you will find an ass 
he will be raised on the third day.” tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
20 Then the mother of the sons of bring them to me. 3 If any one says any- 
Zcb'edee came up to him, with her sons, thing to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord 
and kneeling belore him she asked him has need of them,* and he will send 
for something. 21 And he said to her, them immediately.” 4 This took place 
“What do you want?’* She said to him, to fulfil what was spoken by the proph- 
“Command that these two sons of mine et, saying, 
may sit, one at your right hand and one 5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
at your left, in your kingdom.** 22 gut Behold, your king is coming to you, 

Jesus answered, “You do not know what humble, and mounted on an ass, 

you are asking. Are you able to drink the and on a colt, the foal of an ass.** 
cup that I am to drink?” They said to 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus 
him, “We are able.’* 23 He said to them, had directed them; 7 they brought the 
“You will drink my cup, but to sit at ass and the colt, and put their garments 
my right hand and at my left is not on them, and he sat thereon. 8 Most of 
mine to grant, but it is for those for the crowd spread their garments on the 
whom it has been prepared by my road, and others cut branches from the 
Father.” 24 And when the ten heard it, trees and spread them on the road. 9 And 
they were indignant at the two brothers, the crowds that went before him and 
25 Hut Jesus called them to him and said, that followed him shouted, “Hosanna to 
“You know that the rulers of the Gen- the Son of David 1 Blessed is he who 
tiles lord it over them, and their great comes in the.name of the Lord! Ho- 
men exercise authority over them. 26 It sanna in the highest!” MAnd when he 
shall not be so among you; but whoever entered Jerusalem, all the city was 
would be great among you must be your stirred, saying, “Who is this?’* 11 And 
servant, 21 and whoever would be first the crowds said, “This is the prophet 
among you must be your slave; 28 even Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee. * 
as the Son of man came not to be served 12 And Jesus entered the temple of 
but to serve, and to give his life as a God? and drove out all who sold and 
ransom for many.” bought in the temple, and he over- 

29 And as they went out of Jericho, turned the tables of the money- 
a great crowd followed him. 30 And changers and the seats of those who sold 
behold, two blind men sitting by the pigeons. 13 He said to them, “It is writ- 
roadside, when they heard that Jesus ten, ‘My house shall be called a house 
was passing by, cried out,® “Have of prayer’; but you make it a den of 
mercy on us. Son of David 1” 31 The robbers.” 

crowd rebuked them, telling them to 14 And the blind and the lame came 
be silent; but they cried out the more, to him in the temple, and he healed 
“Lord, have mercy on us. Son of Da- them. 15 But when the chief priests and 
vid!” 32 And Jesus stopped and called the scribes saw the wonderful things 
them, saying, “What do you want me that he did, and the children crying out 
to do for you?” 33 They said to him, in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of 
“Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34 And Davidi” they were indignant; 16 and 
Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and they said to him, “Do you hear what 
immediately they received their sight these are saying?” And Jesus said to 
and followed him. them, “Yes; have you never read, 

^*| And when they drew near to ‘Out of the mouth of babes and 
■a* A Jerusalem and came to Beth"- sucklings 

phage, to the Mount of Olives, then thou hast brought perfect praise’?” 
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to 17 And leaving them, he went out of the 
them, “Go into the village opposite you, city to Bethany and lodged there. 

0 Other ancient authorities insert Lord ? Other ana luthorities omic of God 
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18 In the morning, as he was return¬ 
ing to the city, he was hungry. 1,1 And 
seeing a fig tree by the wayside he went 
to it, and found nothing on it but leaves 
only. And he said to it, “May no fruit 
ever come from you again!” And the 
fig tree withered at once. 20 When the 
disciples saw it they marvelled, saying, 
“How did the fig tree wither at once?” 
21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I 
say to you, if you have faith and never 
doubt, you will not only do what has 
been done to the fig tree, but even if you 
say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 
cast into the sea,’ it will be done. 22 And 
whatever you ask in prayer, you will re¬ 
ceive, if you have faith.” 

23 And when he entered the temple, 
the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came up to him as he was teach¬ 
ing, and said, “By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave 
you this authority?” 24 Jesus answered 
them, “I also will ask you a Question; 
and if you tell me the answer, then I 
also will tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25 The baptism of John, 
whence was it? From heaven or from 
men?” And they argued with one an¬ 
other, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he 
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not 
believe him?’ 2 <> But if we say, ‘From 
men,’ we are afraid of the multitude ; for 
all hold that John was a prophet.” 21 So 
they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 

28 “What do you think? A man had 
two sons; and he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 
today.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not’; 
but afterward he repented and went. 
30 And he went to the second and said 
the same; and he answered, M go, sir,* 
but did not go. 31 Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say 
to you, the tax collectors and the harlots 
go into the kingdom of God before you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe 
him, but the tax collectors and the har- 

4 Other ancient authorities add verse 44, "And he who 


l Question about authority 

lots believed him; and even when you 
saw it, you did not afterward repent and 
believe him. 

33 “Hear another parable. There was 
a householder who planted a vineyard, 
and set a hedge around it, and dug a 
wine press in it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to tenants, and went into an¬ 
other country. 54 When the season of 
fruit drew near, he sent his servants to 
the tenants, to get liis fruit; 35 and the 
tenants took his servants and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other servants, more 
than the first; and they did die same to 
them. -^Afterward he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’ 38 But when the tenants saw’ the 
son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the 
heir; come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and 
cast him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. 40 When therefore the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” 41 They said to him, “He will 
put those wretches to a miserable death, 
and let out the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the fruits in their 
seasons.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you 
never read in the scriptures: 

‘'Hie very stone which the builders 
rejected 

has become the head of the corner; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

and it is marvellous in our eyes’? 

43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of 
God will be taken away from you and 
given to a nation producing the fruits 
of it.”" 

45 When the chief priests and the 
Pharisees heard his parables, they per¬ 
ceived that he was speaking about 
them. 46 But when they tried to arrest 
him, they feared the multitudes, be¬ 
cause they held him to be a prophet. 

And again Jesus spoke to them 
in parables, saying, 2 “The king¬ 
dom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a marriage feast for his 
son, 3 and sent his servants to call those 
who were invited to the marriage feast; 
but they would not come. 4 Again he sent 

Us on this stone will be broken to pieces; but when it falls 



Faying faxes to Caesar 23 MATTHEW 22 

other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who 23 The same day Sad'ducees came to 
aie invited, Behold, i have made ready him, who say that there is no resurrec- 
jnv dinner, rny oxen and my iat calves tion; and they asked him a question, 
are killed, and everything is teariy; 2 - ! saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a 
Coinc to the marriage least.’ But they man dies, having no children, his 
made iight of it and went on, one to his brother must marry the widow, and 
farm, another to hts business, 0 while raise up children for his brother.’ 
the rest seized his servants, treated ^ Now there were seven brothers 
them shamefully, and killed them, among us; the first married, and died, 
7 The king was angry, and he sent his and having no children left his wife to 
troops and destroyed those murderers his brother. 26 So too the second and 
and burned their city. Then he said to third, down to the seventh. 27 After 
his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but them all, the woman died. 28 In the 
those invited were not worthy. y Go resurrection, therefore, to which of the 
there lore to the thoroughfares, and in- seven will she be wife? For they all had 
vite to the marriage feast as many as you her." 

find.’ l0 And those servants went out 29 But Jesus answered them, “You 
into the streets and gathered alt whom are wrong, because you know neither 
they found, both bad and good; so the the scriptures nor the power of God. 
wedding hull was filed with guests. 50 For in the resurrection they neither 
11 “But when the king came in to marry nor are given in marriage, but 
look at the guests, he saw there a man are like angels 6 in heaven. 55 And as for 
w ho had no wedding ganncm; 12 and the resurrection of the dead, have you 
he said to him, 'Friend, how did you not read what was said to you by God, 
get in here without a wedding gar- 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, and the 
mem? 5 And he was speechless. JJ l hen God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 
the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind He is not God of the dead, but oi the 
him hand and foot, and cast him into living.” 33 And when the crowd heard it, 
the outer darkness; there men will weep they were astonished at his teaching, 
and gnash their teeth.’ 14 For many are 34 But when the Pharisees heard that 
called, but few arc chosen.” he had silenced the Sad’ducees, they 

lf> Then the Pharisees went and took came together. 35 And one of them, a 
counsel how to entangle liim in his talk, lawyer, asked him a question, to test 
3 “And they sent their disciples to him, him. 36 “Teacher, which is the great 
along with the HeroVu-ans, saying, commandment in the law?” 37And he 
“Teacher, wc know that you are true, said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
and reach the way of God truthfully, your God with all your heart, and with 
and care for no man; for you_do not all your soul, and with all your mind, 
regard the position or men. 17 Tell us, 38 This is the great and first command- 
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay ment. 30 And a second is like it. You 
taxes to Caesar, or not?” 15i But Jesus, shall love your neighbour as yourself, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why put 40 On these two commandiments depend 
me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show all the law and the prophets.” 
me the money for the tax.” And they 41 Now while the Pharisees were 
brought him a coin. r 20 And Jesus said gathered together, Jesus asked them a 
to them, “Whose likeness and inscrip- question, 42 saying, “What do you think 
tion is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar’s.” of the Christ? Whose son is he?” They 
Then he said to them, “Render there- said to him, “The son of David.” 43 He 
fore to Caesar the things that are said to them, “How is it then that 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are David, inspired by the Spirit, calls him 
God’s.” 22 When they heard it, they Lord, saying, 
marvelled; and they left him and went 44 ‘ i he Lord said to my Lord, 
away. Sit at my right hand, 

r Greek a denarius * Other undent authorities odd of God 4 Or David in the Spirit 
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till I put thy enemies under thy feet’? 
45 If David thus calls him Lord, how is 
he his son?” 46 And no one was able to 
answer him a word, nor from that day 
did any one dare to ask him any more 
questions. 

^ 'J Then said Jesus to the crowds 
and to his disciples, 2 “The 
scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ 
seat; 3 so practise and observe whatever 
they tell you, but not what they do; for 
they preach, but do not practise. 4 They 
bind heavy burdens, hard to bear," and 
lay them on men’s shoulders; but they 
themselves will not move them with 
their linger. 5 They do all their deeds to 
be seen by men; for they make their 
phylacteries broad and their fringes 
long, 6 and they love the place of honour 
at feasts and the best seats in the syna¬ 
gogues, 7 and salutations in the market 

? laces, and being called rabbi by men. 

But you are not to be called rabbi, for 
you have one teacher, and you are all 
brethren. 9 And call no man your fa¬ 
ther on earth, for you have one Father, 
who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called 
masters, for you have one master, the 
Christ. 11 He who is greatest among you 
shall be your servant; 12 whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever 
humbles himself will be exalted. 

13 “But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut 
the kingdom of heaven against men; for 
you neither enter yourselves, nor allow 
those who would enter to go m. v 15 Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo¬ 
crites! for you traverse sea and land to 
make a single proselyte, and when he 
becomes a proselyte, you make him 
twice as much a child of heil w as 
yourselves. 

16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who 
say, Tf any one swears by the temple, it 
is nothing; but if any one swears by the 
gold of the temple, he is bound by his 
oath.* 17 You blind fools! For which is 
greater, the gold or the temple that has 
made the gold sacred? 18 And you say, Tf 

* Other ancient authorities omit hard to bear 
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any one swears by the altar, it is noth¬ 
ing; but if any one swears by the gift 
that is on the altar, he is bound by his 
oath.’ 19 You blind men! For which is 
greater, the gift or the altar that makes 
the gift sacred? 29 So he who swears by 
the altar, swears by it and by everything 
on it; 21 and he who swears by the tem¬ 
ple, swears by it and by him who dwells 
in it; 22 and he who swears by heaven, 
swears by the throne of God and by him 
who sits upon it. 

23 “Woe to you, scribes and Phari¬ 
sees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and 
dill and cummin, and have neglected 
the weightier matters of the law, justice 
and mercy and faith; these you ought 
to have done, without neglecting the 
others. 24 You blind guides, straining 
out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Phari¬ 
sees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the 
outside of the cup and of the plate, but 
inside they 1 are full of extortion and 
rapacity. 26 You blind Pharisee! first 
cleanse the inside of the cup and of the 
plate, that the outside also may be 
clean. 

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Phari¬ 
sees, hypocrites! for you are like white¬ 
washed tombs, which outwardly appear 
beautiful, but within they are full of 
dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 
28 So you also outwardly appear right¬ 
eous to men, but witlun you are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity. 

29 “Woe to you, scribes and Phari¬ 
sees, hypocrites! for you build the 
tombs oi the prophets and adorn the 
monuments of the righteous, 30 saying, 
Tf we had lived in the days of our 
fathers, wc would not have taken part 
with them in shedding the blood of the 
prophets.’ 31 Thus you witness against 
yourselves, that you are sons of those 
who murdered the prophets. 32 Fill up, 
then, the measure of your fathers. 
33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, 
how are you to escape being sentenced 
to hell? 1 ^ ^Therefore I send you 


Other authorities add here (or after verse 12) verse M, Woe to you, scribes ami Pharisees, hypocrites / for you 
devour widows' houses and for a pretence you make long prayers; therefore you will receive the greater condemnation 
r Greek Gehenna 
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prophets and wise men and scribes, 
some of whom you will kill and crucify, 
and some you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from town 
to town, 35 that upon you may come all 
the righteous blood shed on earth, from 
the blood of innocent Abel to the blood 
of Zechari'ah the son of Karachi'ah, 
whom you murdered between the 
sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say 
to you, ail this will come upon this 
generation. 

37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing 
the prophets and stoning those who are 
sent to you! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not! 38 Behold, your house 
is forsaken and desolate. r 39 For I tell 
you, you will not see me again, until you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’ ” 

sjA Jesus left the temple and was 

nr going away, when his disciples 
came to point out to Mm the buildings 
of the temple. ? But lie answered them, 
“You see all these, do you not? Truly, t 
say to you, there will not be left here one 
stone upon another, that will not be 
thrown down.” 

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, 
the disciples came to him privately, 
saving, “Tell us, when will this be, and 
what will be the sign of your coming and 
of the close of the age?” 4 And Jesus 
answered them, “Take heed that no one 
leads you astray. 5 For many will come 
in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,* 
and they will lead many astray. 6 And 
you will hear of wars and rumours of 
wars; see that you are not alarmed; for 
this must take place, but the end is not 
yet. 7 For nation will rise against na¬ 
tion, and kingdom against kingdom, and 
there will be famines and earthquakes 
in various places: 8 all this is but the 
beginning of the sufferings. 

9 “Then they will deliver you up to 
tribulation, and put you to death; and 
you will be hated by all nations for my 
name’s sake. 10 And then many will fall 


away,tf and betray one another, and hate 
one another. 11 And many false prophets 
will arise and lead many astray. 12 And 
because wickedness is multiplied, most 
men’s love will grow cold. 13 But he who 
endures to the end will be saved. 14 And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached throughout the whole world, 
as a testimony to all nations; and then 
the end will come. 

15 “So when you see the desolating 
sacrilege spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel, standing in the holy place (let 
the reader understand), 16 then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains; 

17 let him who is on the housetop not 
go down to take what is in his house; 

18 and let him who is in Me held not 
turn back to take his mantle. 19 And alas 
for those who are with child and for 
those who give suck in those days! 

29 Pray that your flight may not be in 
winter or on a sabbath. For then 
there will be great tribulation, such as 
has not been from the beginning of the 
world until now, no, and never will be. 
-And if those days had not been short¬ 
ened, no human being would be saved; 
but for the sake of the elect those days 
will be shortened. 23 Then if any one 
says to you, l Lo, here is the Christ!’ or 
‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For 
false Christs and false prophets will 
arise and show great signs and wonders, 
so as to lead astray, if possible, even the 
elect. 25 Lo, 1 have told you beforehand. 
2f> So, if they say to you, ‘Lo, he is in the 
wilderness,* do not go out; if they say, 
vLo, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not 
believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes 
from the east and shines as far as the 
west, so will be the coming of tlie Son of 
man. 28 Wherever the body is, Mere Me 
eagles 2 will be gathered together. 

29 “Immediately after Me tribulation 
of those days Me sun will be darkened, 
and Me moon will not give its light, and 
Me stars will fall from heaven, and the 
powers of Me heavens will be shaken; 

30 then will appear Me sign of Me Son of 
man in heaven, and Men all Me tribes of 
the earM will mourn, and Mey will see 
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the Son of man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory; 

and he will send out his angels with a 
loud trumpet call, and they will gather 
his elect from the four winds, from one 
end of heaven to the other. 

32 “From the fig tree lear n its lesson: 
as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. 33 So also, when you see 
all these things, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 34 Truly, I say to 
you, this generation will not pass away 
till all these things take place. 35 Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away. 

36 “But of that day and hour no one 
knows, not even the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son," but the Father only. 37 As 
were the days of Noah, so will be the 
coming of the Son of man. 3S For as in 
those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giv¬ 
ing in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark, 39 and they did 
not know until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so will be the com¬ 
ing of the Son ox man. 40 Then two 
men will be in the field; one is taken and 
one is left. 41 Two women will be grind¬ 
ing at the mill, one is taken and one is 
left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not 
know' on what day your Lord is coming. 
43 But know this, that if the householder 
had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have 
watched and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44 Therefore you 
also must be ready; for the Son of man 
is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise 
servant, whom his master has set over 
his household, to give them their food 
at the proper time? 46 Blessed is that 
servant whom his master when he 
comes will find so doing. 47 Truly, I say 
to you, he will set him over all his pos¬ 
sessions. 48 But if that wicked servant 
says to himself, ‘My master is delayed/ 

49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, 
and eats and drinks with the drunken, 

50 the master of that servant will come 


Wise and foolish maidens 
on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour he does not know, 
5i and will punish* him, and put him 
with the hypocrites; there men will 
weep and gnash their teeth. 

“Then the kingdom of heaven 
shall be compared to ten maidens 
who took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom/ 2 Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when 
the foolish, look their lamps, they tv>uk 
no oil with them; 4 but the wise tuok 
flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all 
slumbered and slept. 6 But at mid¬ 
night there was a cry, ‘Behold, the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.* 
7 Then all those maidens rose and 
trimmed their lamps. -And the foolish 
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But 
the wise replied, ‘Perltaps there will not 
be enough for us and for you; go rather 
to the dealers and buy for yourselves.* 
l0 And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the marnage 
feast; and the door was shut, 11 After¬ 
ward the other maidens came also, say¬ 
ing, ‘Toro, lord, open to usd 12 But he 
replied, ‘truly. X say to you, I do not 
know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you 
know neither die day nor the hour. 

14 “For it will be as when a man 
going on a journey called his servants 
and entrusted to them his proper ry; 
15 to one he gave five talents, d to an¬ 
other two, io another one, to each ac¬ 
cording to his ability. Then he went 
away. 36 He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with 
them; and he made five talents more. 
17 So also, he who had the two talents 
made two talents more. 18 But he who 
had received the one talent went and 
dug in the ground and hid his master's 
money. 19 Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and 
settled accounts with them. 20 And he 
who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five talents more, 
saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 
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five talents; here I have made five 
talents more,* 21 His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful serv¬ 
ant ; you have been faithful over a little, 

1 will set you over much; enter into the 
joy of your master.* 22 And he also who 
had the two talents came forward, say¬ 
ing, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 
talents; here I have made two talents 
more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant; you 
have been faithful over a little, a will set 
you over much; enter into the joy of 
your master.* 2 * He also who had re¬ 
ceived the one talent came forward, 
saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard 
man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you did not win¬ 
now; so I was afraid, and I went and 
hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.* 26 But his master 
answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful 
servant! You knew that I reap where I 
have not sowed, and gather where I 
have not winnowed? 27 Then you ought 
to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming 1 should 
have received what was my own with 
interest. 28 So take the* talent from him, 
and give it to mvn who has the ten tal¬ 
ents. f or to every one who has will 
more be given, and he will have 
abundance; but from him who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. 
30 And cast the worthless servant into 
the outer dai kness; there men will 
weep and gnash their teeth.* 

31 “When the Son of man comes in 
his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
32 Before him will be gathered ail the 
nations, and he will separate them one 
from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats,, 33 and he will 
place the sheep at his right hand, but 
the goats at the left. 34 Then the King 
will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world; 35 for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 3c> I was 
naked and you clothed me, I was sick 

25.21* Lk 16.10; Mt 24.45. 25JE9: Mt 13.12; Mk 4.25 


and you visited me, 1 was in prison and 
you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous 
will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see 
thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty 
and give thee drink? 3w And when did we 
see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or 
naked and clothe thee? 39 And when did 
we see thee sick or in prison and visit 
thee?’ 40 And the King will answer them, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one 
of the least of these my brethren, you 
did it to me.’ 41 Then he will say to those 
at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels; 42 for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not clothe me, 
sick and in prison and you did not visit 
me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, 
‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to thee?’ 
45 Then he will answer them, ‘Truly, 
X say to you, as you. did it not to one of 
the leas; of these, you did it not to me.* 
40 And they will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.** 

When Jesus had finished all 
these sayings, he said to his 
disciples, 2 “ You know that after two 
days the Passover is coming, and the 
Son of man will be delivered up to be 
crudned.*' 

3 Then the chief priests and the 
elders of the people gathered in the 
palace of the high priest, who was 
called Ca'iaphas, 4 and took counsel to¬ 
gether in order to arrest Jesus by stealth 
and kill him. 5 But they said, “Not dur¬ 
ing the feast, lest there be a tumult 
among the people.” 

6 Now when Jesus was at Bethany in 
the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman 
came up to him with an alabaster jar of 
very expensive ointment, and she 

r ^ured it on his head, as he sat at table. 

But when the disciples saw it, they 
were indignant, saying, “Why this 
waste? 9 For this ointment might have 
been sold for a large sum, and given to 

; Lk 8.18. 
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the poor.” 10 But Jesus, aware of this, 
said to them, “Why do you trouble the 
woman? For she has done a beautiful 
thing to me. 11 For you always have the 
poor with you, but you will not always 
have me. 12 In pouring this ointment on 
my body she has done it to prepare me 
for burial. 13 Truly, I say to you, where- 
ever tins gospel is preached in the whole 
world, what she has done will be told in 
memory of her.” 

14 Then one of the twelve, who was 
called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief 
priests 15 and said, “What will you give 
me if I deliver him to you?” And they 
paid him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And 
from that moment he sought an op¬ 
portunity to betray him. 

17 Now on the first day of Un¬ 
leavened Bread the disciples came to 
Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us 
prepare for you to eat the passover?” 

He said, “Go into the city to such a 
vine, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, 
My time is at hand; I will keep the 
passover at your house with my dis¬ 
ciples/ ” 19 And the disciples did as 
Jesus had directed them, and they 
prepared the passover. 

20 When it was evening, he sat at 
table with the twelve disciples;* 21 and 
as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me.” 
22 And they were very sorrowful, and 
began to say to him one after another, 
“Is it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He 
who has dipped his hand in the dish 
with me, will betray me. 24 The Son of 
man goes as it is written of him, but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for 
that man if he had not been born.” 
25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Is 
it I, Master?”/ He said to him, “You 
have said so.” 

26 Now as they were eating, Jesus 
took bread, and blessed, and broke it, 
and gave it to the disciples and said, 
“Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he 
took a cup, and when he had given 


28 The last supper 

thanks he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink of it, all of you; 28 for this is my 
blood of the? covenant, which is poured 
out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
29 I tell you I shall not drink again of 
this fruit of the vine until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.” 

30 And when they had sung a hymn, 
they went out to rhe Mount of Olives. 
31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will 
all fall away because of me this night; 
for it is written, T will strike the shep¬ 
herd, and rhe sheep of the flock will be 
scattered/ 32 Bur after I am raised up, 1 
will go before you to Galilee.” 33 Peter 
declared to him, “Though they all fall 
away because of you, I will never fall 
away.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I 
say to you, this very night, before the 
cock crows, you will deny me three 
times.” 35 Peter said to him, “liven if 1 
must die with you, I will not deny you.” 
And so said all the disciples. 

36 Then Jesus went with them to a 
place called Gethsem'ane, and he said 
to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go 
yonder and pray.” 37 And taking with 
him Peter and the two sons of Zeb'edee, 
he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 
38 Then he said to them, “My soul is 
very sorrowful, even to death; remain 
here, and watch* with me.” 39 And going 
a Little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, “My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, 
not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 40 And he 
came to the disciples and found them 
sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So, 
could you not watch* with me one 
hour? 41 Watch* and pray that you 
may not enter into temptation; the 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he 
went away and prayed, “My Father, 
if this cannot pass unless I drink it, thy 
will be done.” 43 And again he came and 
found them sleeping, for their eyes were 
heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he 
went away and prayed for the third 
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time, saying the same words. 45 Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, 
“Are you still sleeping and taking your 
rest? Behold, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be go¬ 
ing; see, my betrayer is at hand.” 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas 
came, one of the twelve, and with him a 
great crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the elders of 
the people. 4K Now the betrayer had 
given them a sign, saying, “The one l 
shall kiss is the man; seize him.” 49 And 
ire came up to Jesus at once and said, 
“Hail, Master!”* And he kissed him. 
50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, why are 
you here?”* Then they came up and laid 
hands on Jesus and seized him. si Ana 
behold, one of those who were with 
Jesus stretched out his hand and drew 
his sword, and struck the slave of the 
high priest, and cut off his ear. 52 Then 
Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back 
into its place; for all who take the sword 
will perish by the sword. 53 Do you 
think that i cannot appeal to my Father, 
and he will at once send me more than 
twelve legions of angels? 54 But how 
then should the scriptures be fulfilled, 
that it must be so?” 5?At that hour 
Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you 
come out as against a robber, with 
swords and clubs to capture me? Day 
after day I sat in the temple teaching, 
and you did not seize me. -’*> But all this 
has taken place, that the scriptures ol 
the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then 
all the disciples forsook him and fled. 

57 Then those who had seized Jesus 
led him to Ca'iaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the ciders had 
gathered. 5S But Peter followed him at 
a distance, as far as the courtyard of the 
high priest, and going inside he sat with 
the guards to see the end. 59 Now the 
chief priests and the whole council 
sought false testimony against Jesus 
that they might put him to death, 60 but 
they found none, though many false 
witnesses came forward. At last two 
came forward 01 and said, “This fellow' 
said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of 
God, and to build it in three days.’ ” 


62 And the high priest stood up and 
said, “Have you no answer to make? 
What is it that these men testify against 
you?” 03 But Jesus was silent. And the 
high priest said to him, “I adjure you 
by the living God, tell us if you are the 
Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to 
him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
hereafter you will see the Son of man 
seated at the right hand of Power, and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” 
65 Then the high priest tore his robes, 
and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. 
Why do we still need witnesses? You 
have now heard his blasphemy. 66 What 
is your judgment?” They answered, 
“He deserves death.” 67 Then they spat 
in his face, and struck him; and some 
slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, 
you Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 

69 Now' Peter was sitting outside in 
the courtyard. And a maid came up to 
him, and said, “You also were with 
Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it 
before them ail, saying, ‘T do not know 
what you mean.” 71 And when he went 
out to the porch, another maid saw 
him, and she said to the bystanders, 
“'This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
72 And again he denied it with an oath, 
“I do not know the man.” 73 After a 
little w'hile the bystanders came up and 
said to Peter, “Certainly you are also 
one of them, for your accent betrays 
you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a 
curse on himself and to swear, “I do not 
know the man.” And immediately the 
cock crowed. 75 And Peter remembered 
the saying of Jesus, “Before the cock 
crows, you will deny me three times.” 
And he went out and wept bitterly. 
ey When morning came, all the 
/ chief priests and the elders of the 
people took counsel against Jesus to put 
him to death ; 2 and they bound him and 
led him away and delivered him to 
Pilate the governor. 

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that 
he was condemned, he repented and 
brought back the thirty pieces of silver 
to the chief priests and the elders, 
4 saying, “I have sinned in betraying 
innocent blood.” They said, “What is 
that to us? See to it yourself.” ^And 
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throwing down the pieces of silver in 
the temple, he departed; and he went 
and hanged himself. 6 But the chief 
priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, 
“It is not lawful to put them into the 
treasury, since they are blood money.” 
7 So they took counsel, and bought with 
them the potter’s field, to bury strangers 
in. 8 Therefore that field has been called 
the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then 
was fulfilled what had been spoken by 
the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And 
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the 
price of him on whom a price had been 
set by some of the sons of Israel, 50 and 
they gave them for the potter’s field, as 
the Lord directed me,” 

11 Now Jesus stood before the gov¬ 
ernor; and the governor asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus- 
said to him, “You have said so.” * 2 But 
when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he made no answer. 
13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you 
not hear how many things they testify 
against you?” 34 But he gave liim no 
answer, not even to a single charge; 
so that the governor wondered great¬ 
ly. 

15 Now a 1 - the feast the governor was 
accustomed to release for the crowd any 
one prisoner whom they wanted, 1(1 And 
they had then a notorious prisoner, 
called Barab'basA* 17 So when they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom 
do you want me to release for you, 
Barab'bas* or Jesus who is called 
Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out 
of envy that they had delivered him up. 

19 Besides, while he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to 
him, “Have nothing to do with that 
righteous man, for I have suffered 
much over him today in a dream.” 

20 Now the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the people to ask for Barab'- 
bas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor 
again said to them, “Which of the two 
do you want me to release for you?” 
And they said, “Barab'bas.” 22 Pilate 
said to them, “Then what shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Christ?” They 


all said, “Let him be crucified.” 23 And 
he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” 
But they shouted all the more, “Let 
him be crucified.” 

24 So when Pilate saw that he was 
gaining nothing, but rather that a riot 
was beginning, he took water and 
washed his hands before the crowd, sav¬ 
ing, “I am innocent of this man s 
blood; 4 see to it yourselves.” 23 Ana ril 
the people answered, “His blood be or 
us and on our children!” 20 Then he 
released for them Barab'bas, and having 
scourged Jesus, delivered him to be 
crucified. 

27 Then the soldiers of the governoi 
took Jesus into the praetorium, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before 
him. 28 And they stripped him and put t 
scarlet robe upon him, 29 and plaiting a 
crown of thorns they put it on his head, 
and put a reed in his right hand. And 
kneeling before him they mocked him, 
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
30 And they spat upon him, and took the 
reed and struck him on the head. 31 And 
when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the robe, and put his 
own clothes on him, and led him away 
to crucify him. 

32 As they were marching out, they 
came upon a man of Cyre'ne, Simon by 
name; this man they compelled to 
carry his cross. 33 And when they came 
to a place called Gol gotha (which 
means the place of a skull), 34 they 
offered him wane to drink, mingled with 
gall; but when he tasted it, he would 
not drink it. 35 And when they had 
crucified him, they divided his gar¬ 
ments among them by casting lots; 
36 then they sat down and kept watch 
over him there. 37 And over his head 
they put the charge against him, which 
read, “This is Jesus the King of the 
Jews.” 33 Then two robbers were 
crucified with him, one on the right and 
one on the left. 39 And those who passed 
by derided him, wagging their heads 
49 and saying, “You who would destroy 
the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourselfl If you are the Son of 


* Other ancient authorities read Jesus Barabbas 
Other authorities read this righteous Wood or this righteous man's blood 
27.8: Deut 23.18. 27.9: Zech 11.12*13; Jet 32.6-15; 18.2-3. 
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“He has risen” 31 MATTHEW 28 

God, conic down from the cross.” Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for 
4 * So also the chief priests, with the the body oi Jesus. Then Pilate ordered 
scribes and eiders, mocked hurt, saying, it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took 
41 “He saved others; he cannot save the body, and wrapped it in a clean 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let linen shroud, 6(1 and laid it in his own 
him come down now from the cross, new tomb, which he had hewn in the 
and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts rock; and he rolled a great stone to the 
in God; let God deliver him now, if he door of the tomb, and departed. 61 Mary 
desires him; for he said, ’! -on the Son Mag'dalene and the oilier Mary 
of God,’ ” 44 And the robber* who were were there, sitting opposite the sepul- 
crucitied with him also reviled him in dire. 

the same way. 62 Next day, that is, after the day of 

‘16 Now from the sixth hour there Preparation, the chief priests and the 
was darkness over all the land™ until Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63 and 
fiv ninth hour. 4f) And a bom rhe ninth said, ‘‘Sir, we remember how that im- 
h‘ -cr Jesus cried with a loud voice, post or said, while he was still alive, 

'“bis, di, la rna :;ubitcli-tl , a , ju.-'” ch.at is, ‘After three days 1 will rise again/' 

“My God, mv God, why hast thru for- (4 Therefore order the sepulchre to be 
saken me?” 47 And some of the by- made secure until the third day, lest his 
slanders hearing it said, “Tins man is disciples gw and steal him away, and tel? 
calling PlGah.” 4 8 And emt of them at the p.vpic, ‘He has risen from the 
once mm and took a sponge, filled it with ueud,' and the last fraud will be worse 

vinegar, and rut i; on a r.re. ana gave than the fir si.” ^ IViatc said to them, 

it n» Mm to drink. * w Bn* tbe nih-ji-s said, "Vt.: have a guard 1 ’ of snlo.iers; go. 
“Wait. let us see vlwihcr ITuh v. ul -mike i: :v> to-urc as you can.”'” *'• do 
come to save him.”" ' ,l, '\rG Jesus cried they went and made the: sepulchre 
ag iin with a loud voice and yielded up secure by seal mg the stone and setting a 
his '-rint. _ guard. 

6] And beho ! d, the curtain of the f *$Q Now after the sabbath, toward 
temple was torn in -wo, fmm top re the dawn of the first day of the 

foorom; and the earth shook, and the week, Alary Mag'daiene and the other 
rock ; > were split; 52 the tombs also were Mary went tc see tine sepulchre. 2 And 
opened, and many bodies of the saints behold, there was a great earthquake; 
who had fallen asleep were raised, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
5;; and coming out of t he tombs after his heaven and came and rolled back the 
re>infection they went into the holy stone, and sat upon it. 3 His appearance 
city and appeared to many. ** When the was like lightning, and his raiment white 
centurion and those who were with as snow. 4 And for fear of him the 
him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw' the guards trembled and became like dead 
earthquake and what took place, they men. 5 But the angel said to the women, 
were tilled with awe, and said, “Truly “Do not be afraid; for A know that you 
this was the Son* of God!” seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 

‘35 There were also many women not here; for he has risen, as he said, 
there, looking on from afar, who had Come, see the place where he? lay. 
followed Jesus from Galilee, minister- 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples 
ing to him; 56 among whom were Mary that he has risen from the dead, and be- 
Mug'dalene, and Mary the mother of hold, he is going before you to Galilee; 
James and Joseph, and the mother of there you will see him. Lo, I have told 
the sons of Zeb'edee. you.” 8 So they departed quickly from 

57 When it was evening, there came the tomb with fear and great joy, and 
a rich man from Arimathe'a, named ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, 
Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus met them and said, “Hail!” And 

Or earth 

” Other ancient authorities insert And another took a spear and pierced his side, and out cam* water and blood 
* Or a son ° Or Take a guard v Greek Anon/ 
fOther ancient authorities read the I.ord 
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MATTHEW 28 

they came up and took hold of his feet 
and worshipped him, 10 Then Jesus said 
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brethren to go to Galilee, and there 
they will see me.” 

11 While they were going, behold, 
some of the guard went into the city 
and told the chief priests all that had 
taken place. I2 And when they had as¬ 
sembled with the elders and taken 
counsel, they gave a sum of money to 
the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, 
*His disciples came by night and stole 
him away while we were asleep. 1 14 And 
if this comes to the governor’s cars, we 
will satisfy him and keep you out of 
trouble.” 15 So they took the money and 


32 Jesus appears to disciples 

did as they were directed; and this story 
has been spread among the Jews to this 
day. 

10 Now the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. 17 And when they 
saw him they worshipped him; but some 
doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to 
them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. iy Go 
therefore and make disciples of all na¬ 
tions, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you; and io, I 
am with you always, to the dose oi the 
age.” 


# 8 . 11 * Mt 27.62-66. 28 . 18 - 17 : 1 Cor 15.5; 7n 21.1-23. 

28.16: Mt 11.27; Lk 10.22; Phil 2.9; Bph 1.20-22. 28.10* Lk 24.47; Acts lA 
28.20: Mt 13.39, 49; 24.3; 18.20; Act* 18.10. 



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


MARK 


i The beginning of the gospel of at hand; repent, and believe in the 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God." gospel” 

2 As it is written in Isaiah the proph- 16 And passing along by the Sea of 
c t , h Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 

’“Behold, I send my messenger before brother of Simon casting a net in the 
thy face, sea; for they were fishermen. 17 And 

who shall prepare thy way; Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I 

3 the voice of one crying in the wilder- will make you become fishers of men.” 
ness: lt5 And immediately they left their nets 

Prepare the way of the Lord, and followed him. 19 And going on a 

make his paths straight—” little farther, he saw James the son of 

a John the baptizer appeared f in the Zeb'edee and John his brother, who 
wilderness, preaching a baptism of were in their boat mending the nets, 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 20 And immediately he called them; and 
5And there went out to him all the they left their father Zeb'edee in the 
country of Judea, and all the people of boat with the hired servants, and fol- 
ferusafem; and they were baptized by lowed him. 

imn in the river Jordan, confessing their 21 And they went into Caper'na-um; 
sins. 0 Now John was clothed with and immediately on the sabbath he 
camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle enrered the synagogue and taught., 
around bis waist, and ate locusts and 22 And they were astonished at his 
wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, teaching, for he taught them as one who 
''After me comes he who is mightier had authority, and not as the scribes, 
than I, the thong of whose sandals I am ^And immediately there was in their 
n u worthy to stoop down and untie. * I synagogue a man with an unclean 
have baptized you with water; but he spirit; 24 and he cried out, “What have 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 0 you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 

6 In those days Jesus came from Have you come to destroy us? I know 
Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by who you are, the Holy One of God,” 
John in the Jordan. 10 And when he 25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 
came up out of the water, immediately silent, and come out of him!” 2ft And the 
he saw the heavens opened and the unclean spirit, convulsing him and cry- 
Spirit descending upon him like a dove; ing with a loud voice, came out of him. 
11 and a voice came from heaven, “Thou 27 And they were all amazed, so that they 
art my beloved Son; 4 with thee I am questioned among themselves, saying, 
well pleased.” “What is this? A new teaching! W’ith 

12 The Spirit immediately drove him authority he commands even the un¬ 
cut into the wilderness. 13 And he was in clean spirits, and they obey him.” 
the wilderness forty days, tempted by 28 And at once his fame spread every- 
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; where throughout all the surrounding 
and the angels ministered to him. region of Galilee. 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus 29 And immediately he" left the 
came into Galilee, preaching the gospel synagogue, and entered the house of 
of God, 15 and saying, “The time is Simon and Andrew, with James and 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law 

*[ Other ancient authorities otnit the Son of God b Other ancient authorities read in the prophets 
r Other andmt authorities read John was baptizing d Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved 
* Other ancient authorities read they 

1.2-8: Mt 3.1-12; Lk 3.2-16; In 1 . 6 , 15, 19-28. 1.2: Mai 3.1; Mt 11.10; Lk 7.27. 1.3s Is 40.3. 
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MARK 1 
icy sick with a fever, and immediately 
they told him of her. 31 And he came and 
took her by the hand and lifted her up, 
and the fever left her; and she served 
them. 

32 That evening, at sundown, they 
brought to him all who were sick or 
possessed with demons. 33 And the 
whole city was gathered together about 
the door. ^And he healed many who 
were sick with various diseases, and cast 
out many demons; and he would not 
permit the demons to speak, because 
they knew him. 

35 And in the morning, a great while 
before day, he rose and went out to a 
lonely place, and there he prayed. -^And 
Simon and those who were with him 
followed him, 37 and they found him 
and said to him, “Even/ one Is searching 
for you.” 38 And he saiu to them, “Lei us 
go on to tiie next town*', that I may 
preach there also; for that is why I came 
out.” 39 And he went throughout all 
Galilee, preaching in their synagogues 
and casting out demons. 

40 And a leper came to him be¬ 
seeching him, and kneeling said to him, 
“If you will, you can make me clean.” 
41 Moved with pity, he stretched out his 
hand and touched him, and said to 
him, “I will; be clean.” 42 And im¬ 
mediately the leprosy left him, and he 
was made clean. 43 And he sternly 
charged him, and sent him away at 
once, 44 and said to him, “See that you 
say nothing to any one; but go, show 
yourself to the priest, and oner for your 
cleansing what Moses commanded, for 
a proof to the people. 45 But he went 
out and began to talk freely about it, and 
to spread the news, so that Jesus o could 
no longer openly enter a town, but was 
out in the country; and people came to 
him from every quarter. 

And when he returned to Caper'- 
na-um after some days, it was re¬ 
ported that he was at home. 2 And many 
were gathered together, so that there 
was no longer room for them, not even 
about the door; and he was preaching 
the word to them. 3 And they came, 
bringing to him a paralytic carried by 
four men. 4 And when they could not 
get near him because of the crowd, they 


34 Forgiveness of sins 

removed the roof above him; and when 
they had made an opening, they let 
down the pallet on which the pataiyde¬ 
lay. 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he 
said to the paralytic, “My son, your 
sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some or the 
scribes were sitting there, questioning 
in their hearts, 7 “Why does this nan 
soeak thus? It is blasphemy! Who can 
forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And im¬ 
mediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
that they thus questioned within them¬ 
selves. said to them, “Why do you 
question thus in your hearts? 9 Which 
is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your 
sins are Kv'g'Ven,* or to say, 'Rise, take 
up your pallet and walk? 10 But that 
you mac know that the Son of man has 
authority on earth to forgive, sins”—he 
said to the paralytic— * l “I say to you, 
rise, take up your pallet and go home.” 
"And he rose, and immedimely took up 
trie pallet and went out before them all; 
so that they were ail amaned and glori¬ 
fied God, saying, “We never saw any¬ 
thing *ike tbi-d” 

13 lie went our again’ beside the sea; 
and all the crowd gathered about him, 
and he taught them. 14 And as he passed 
on, he saw Levi the son of Aiphaeus 
sitting at the tax office, and he said to 
him, “Follow me.” Arid he rose and 
followed him. 

15 And as he sat at table in his house, 
many tax collectors and sinners were 
sitting with Jesus and his disciples; for 
there were many who followed him. 
}6 And the scribes of* the Pharisees, 
when they saw that he was eating with 
sinners and tax collectors, said to his 
disciples, “Why does he cab with tax 
collectors and sinners?” l7 And when 
Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those 
who are well have no need of a physi¬ 
cian, but those who are sick; I came not 
to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

18 Now John’s disciples and the 
Pharisees were fasting; and people 
came and said to him, “Why do John’s 
disciples and the disciples of the Phari¬ 
sees fast, but your disciples do not 
fast?” 19 And Jesus said to them, “Can 
the wedding guests fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? As long as 
they have the bridegroom with them. 


f Greek to them 9 Greek he h Other ancient authorities read and * Other ancient authorities add and drink 
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Call of the twelve 35 MARK 3 


they cannot fast. 20 The days will come, 
when the bridegroom is taken away 
from them, and then they will fast in 
that day. 21 No one sews a piece of on- 
shrunk cloth on an old garment; if he 
does, the patch tears away from it, the 
new from the old, and a worse tear is 
made. 22 And no one puts new wine into 
old wineskins; if he does, the wine will 
burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and 
so are the skins; but new wine is for 
fresh skins.’b 

23 One sabbath he was going through 
the grainfields; and as they made their 
way ids disciples began to pluck ears of 
grain. 24 And the Pharisees said to him, 
‘'Look, why are they doing what is not 
lawful on the sabbath?’' -- And he said 
to them, “Have you never read what 
David did, when he was in need and 
was hungry, he and those who were 
with him: 1() how he entered the house 
of God, when Abi athar was high priest, 
and ate the bread of the Presence, which 
it is not lawful for any but the priests iO 
cat, and also gave it to those who were 
with him?” 2 'And he said to them, “The 
sabbath was made for man, not man for 
tire sabbath; 28 so the Son of man is lord 
even of The sabbath.” 

3 Again he entered the synagogue, 
and a man was there who had a 
withered hand. 2 And they watched 
him, to see whether he would heal him 
on the sabbath, so that they might ac¬ 
cuse him. ^And he said to the man who 
had the withered hand, “Come here.” 
4 And he said to them, “Is it lawful on 
the sabbath to do good or to do harm, to 
save life or to kill?” But they were 
silent. -And he looked around at them 
with anger, grieved at their hardness of 
heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” He stretched it out, and his 
hand was restored. 6 The Pharisees 
went out, and immediately held counsel 
with the Hero di-ans against him, how 
to destroy him. 

7 Jesus withdrew with his disciples to 
the sea, and a great multitude from 
Galilee followed; also from Judea 8 and 


Jerusalem and Idume'a and from be¬ 
yond the Jordan and from about Tyre 
and Sidon a great multitude, hearing all 
that he did, came to him. 9 And he told 
his disciples to have a boat ready for 
him because of the crowd, lest they 
should crush him; 10 for he had healed 
many, so that ail who had diseases 
pressed upon him to touch him. 11 And 
whenever the unclean spirits beheld 
him, they fell down before him and 
cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 
12 And he strictly ordered them not to 
make him known. 

13 And he went up into the hills, and 
called io him those whom he desired; 
and they came to him. ]J And he ap¬ 
pointed twelve, 1 to be with him, and to 
be sent out to preach lt and have 
authority to cast out demons: i(1 Simon 
whom he surnamed Peter; 37 James the 
son of Zeb'euee and John the brother 
of James, whom he surnamed Bo- 
sner'gcs, that is, sons of thunder; 
18 An drew, and Philip, and Bartholo¬ 
mew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thad- 
dacus, and Simon the Cananaean, 
lv and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him. 

Then he went home *, 20 and the crowd 
came together again, so that they could 
not even eat, 21 And when his friends 
heard it, they went out to seize him, for 
they said, “hie is beside himself.” ~And 
the scribes who came down from Jeru¬ 
salem said, “He is possessed by Be-el'- 
zebul, and by the prince of demons he 
casts out the demons.” 23 And he called 
them to him, and said to than in 
parables, “How can Satan cast out 
Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against 
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. ^And 
if a house is divided against itself, that 
house will not be able to stand. 26 And 
if Satan has risen up against himself 
and is divided, he cannot stand, but is 
coming to an end. 27 But no one can 
enter a strong man’s house and plunder 
his goods, unless he first binds the 
strong man; then indeed he may plun¬ 
der his house. 


y Other ancient authorities omit but run taint is for fresh skins 
* Other ancient authorities add whom alto he named apostles 
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MARK 3 36 Parables of the kingdom 


28 “Truly, I say to you, all sins will 
be forgiven the sons of men, and what¬ 
ever blasphemies they utter; 29 but 
whoever blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit never has forgiveness, but is 
guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they 
had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

31 And his mother and his brothers 
came; and standing outside they sent to 
him and called him. ^And a crowd was 
sitting about him; and they said to him, 
“Your mother and your brothers* are 
outside, asking for you.” 33 And he re¬ 
plied, “Who are my mother and my 
brothers?” 34 And looking around on 
those who sat about him, he said, “Here 
are my mother and my brothers I 
35 Whoever does the will of God is my 
brother, and sister, and mother.” 

4 Again he began to teach beside the 
sea. And a very large crowd gath¬ 
ered about him, so that he got into a 
boat and sat in it on the sea; and the 
whole crowd was beside the sea on the 
land. 2 And he taught them many things 
in parables, and in his teaching he said 
to them: 3 “Listen! A sower went out to 
sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell 
along the path, and the birds came and 
devoured it. 3 Other seed fell on rocky 
ground ? where it had not much soil, and 
immediately it sprang up, since it had 
no depth of soil; 6 and when the sun 
rose it was scorched, and since it had no 
root it withered away. 7 Other seed fell 
among thorns and the thorns grew up 
and choked it, and it yielded no grain. 
8 And other seeds fell into good soil and 
brought forth grain, growing up and 
increasing and yielding thirryfold and 
sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” 9 And 
he said, “He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 

10 And when he was alone, those 
who were about him with the twelve 
asked him concerning the parables. 
11 And he said to them, “To you has 
been given the secret of the kingdom of 
God, but for those outside everything 
is in parables; * 2 so that they may indeed 
see but not perceive, and may indeed 
hear but not understand; lest they 
should turn again, and be forgiven.” 


i 3 And he said to them, “Do you not 
understand this parable? How then will 
you understand all the parables? 14 The 
sower sows the word. l 5 And these are 
the ones along the path, where the word 
is sown; when they hear, Satan im¬ 
mediately comes and takes away the 
word which is sown in them. 16 And 
these in like manner are the ones sown 
upon rocky ground, who, when they 
hear the word, immediately receive it 
with joy; 17 and they have no root in 
themselves, but endure for a while; 
then, when tribulation or persecution 
arises on account of the word, imme¬ 
diately they fall away . m 18 And others 
are the ones sown among thorns; they 
are those who hear the word, 10 hut die 
cares of the world, and the delight in 
riches, and the desire for other things, 
enter in and choke the word, and it 
proves unfruitful. 20 But those that 
were sown upon the good soil are the 
ones who hear the word and accept it 
and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold 
and a hundredfold.” 

21 And he said to them, “Is a lamp 
brought in to be put under a bushel, or 
under a bed, and not on a stand? 32 For 
there is nothing hid, except to be made 
manifest; nor is anything secret, except 
to come to light. 23 If any man has ears 
to hear, let him hear.” 24 And he said to 
them, “Take heed what you hear; the 
measure you give will be the measure 
you get, and still more will be given 
you. 25 For to him who has will more he 
given; and from him who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away.” 

26 And he said, “The kingdom of 
God is as if a man should scatter seed 
upon the ground, 27 and should sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed 
should sprout and grow, he knows not 
how. 28 The earth produces of itself, 
first the blade, then the car, then the 
full grain in the ear. 29 But when the 
grain is ripe, at once he puts in the 
sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

30 And he said, “With what can we 
compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable shall we use for it? 31 It is like a 
grain of mustard seed, which, when 
sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
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Gerasene demoniac 37 MARK 5 

of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it begged him eagerly not to send them 
is sown it grows up and becomes the out of the country. 11 Now a great herd 
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth of swine was feeding there on the hill- 
large branches, so that the birds of the side; 12 and they begged him, “Send us 
air can make nests in its shade/* to the swine, let us enter them.** 13 So he 

33 With many such parables he spoke gave them leave. And the unclean spirits 
the word to them, as they were able to came out, and entered the swine; and 
hear it; 34 he did not speak to them the herd, numbering about two thou- 
without a parable, bur privately to his sand, rushed down the steep bank into 
own disciples he explained everything, the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 

35 On that day, when evening had 14 The herdsmen fled, and told it in 
come, he said to them, “Let us go the city and in the country. And people 
across to the other side/* 36 And leaving came to see what it was that had hap- 
thc crowd, they took him with them, pened. 15 And they came to Jesus, and 
uist as he was, in the boat. And other saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed 
boats were with him. 37 And a great and in his right mind, the man who had 
storm of wind arose, and the waves beat had the legion; and they were afraid, 
into the boat, so that the boat was al- i6 And those who had seen it told what 
rcadv lilting. 38 But he was in the stern, had happened to the demoniac and to 
asleep on the cushion; and they woke the swine. !7 A.nd they began to beg 
Him and said to him, “Teacher, do you jesus'-' to depart from their neighbour- 
liot care if we perish?** 3 ‘‘And he awoke hood. 18 And as he was getting into the 
and rebuked the wind, and said to the boat, the man who had been possessed 
sea, “Peace! lie still!” And the wind with demons begged him that he might 
ceased, and there was a great calm, be with him. 10 But he refused, and said 
•w He said to them, “Why are you to him, “Go home to your friends, and 
afraid? Have you no faith?” 4! And they tell them how much the Lord has done 
w•c.:e filled with awe, and said to one for you, and how he has had mercy on 
another, “Who then is this, that even you.” 20 And he went away and began 
wind and sea obey him?** to proclaim in the Decap'olis how much 

They came to the other side of the Jesus had done for him; and all men 
sea, to the country of the Ger - marvelled. 
asenesA -And when he had come out of 21 And when Jesus had crossed again 
the boat, there met him out of the in the boat to the other side, a great 
tombs a man with an unclean spirit, crowd gathered about him; and he was 
3 who lived among the tombs; and no beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the 
one could bind him any more, even with rulers of the synagogue, Ja'irus by 
a chain; 4 for he had often been bound name; and seeing him, he fell at his 
with fetters and chains, but the chains feet, 23 and besought him, saying, “My 
he wrenched apart, and the fetters he little daughter is at the point oi death, 
broke in pieces; and no one had the Come and lay your hands on her, so 
strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day that she may be made well, and live.’* 
among the tombs and on the mountains 24 And he went with him. 
he was always crying out, and bruising And a great crowd followed him and 
himself with stones. 6 And when he saw thronged about him. 25 And there was a 
Jesus from afar, he ran and worshipped woman who had had a flow of blood for 
him; 7 and crying out with a loud voice, twelve years, 26 and who had suffered 
he said, “What have you to do with much under many physicians, and had 
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High spent all that she had, and was no better 
God? I adjure you by God, do not tor- but rather grew worse. 27 She had heard 
ment me.” 8 For he had said to him, the reports about Jesus, and came up 
“Come out of the man, you unclean behind him in the crowd and touched 
spirit!” 9 And Jesus 0 asked him, “What Iris garment. 23 For she said, “If I touch 
is your name?” He replied, “Aiy name even his garments, I shall be made 
is Legion; for we are many.” 10 And he well.** 29 And immediately the hem- 

n Other ancient authorities read Gerceserm, some Gadarena 0 Greek he p Greek him 
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orrhage ceased; and she felt in her body 
that she was healed of her disease. 
30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that 
power had gone forth from him, im¬ 
mediately turned about in the crowd, 
and said, ‘‘Who touched my garments?” 
31 And his disciples said to him, “You 
see the crowd pressing around you, and 
yet you say, ‘Who touched me?’ ” 32 And 
he looked around to see who had done 
it. 33 But the woman, knowing what had 
been done to her, came in fear and 
trembling and fell down before him, 
and told him the whole truth. ^And he 
said to her, “Daughter, your faith has 
made you well; go in peace, and be 
healed of your disease.” 

35 While he was still speaking, there 
came from the ruler’s house some who 
said, “Your daughter is dead. Why 
trouble the Teacher any further?” 
36 But ignoring 1 ? what they said, Jesus 
said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do 
not fear, only believe.” 37 And he al¬ 
lowed no one to follow him except 
Peter and James and John the brother 
of James. 38 When they came to the 
house of the ruler of the synagogue, he 
saw a tumult, and people weeping and 
wailing loudly. 39 And when he had en¬ 
tered, he said to them, “Why do you 
make a tumult and weep? The child is 
not dead but sleeping.” * 40 And they 
laughed at him. But he put them all out¬ 
side, and took the child’s father and 
mother and those who were with him, 
and went in where the child was. 
41 Taking her by the hand he said to 
her, “Tal'itha cu'mi”; which means, 
“Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And 
immediately the girl got up and walked; 
for she was twelve years old. And im¬ 
mediately they were overcome with 
amazement. 43 And he strictly charged 
them that no one should know this, and 
told them to give her something to eat. 

5 He went away from there and 
came to his own country; and his 
disciples followed him. 2 And on the 
sabbath he began to teach in the 
synagogue; and many who heard him 
were astonished, saying, “Where did 
this man get all this? What is the wis¬ 


dom given to him? What mighty works 
are wrought by his hands! 3 Is not this 
the carpenter, the son of Mary and 
brother of James and Joses and Judas 
and Simon, and are not his sisters here 
with us?” And they took offence' at 
him. 4 And Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honour, except in 
his own country, and among his own 
kin, and in his own house.” 5 And he 
could do no mighty work there, except 
that he laid his hands upon a few sick 
people and healed them. 6 And he 
marvelled because of their unbelief. 

And he went about among the vil¬ 
lages teaching. 

7 And he called to him the twelve, 
and began to send them out two by two, 
and gave them authority over the un¬ 
clean spirits. 8 He charged them to take 
nothing for their journey except a stall'; 
no bread, no bag, no money in their 
belts; 9 but to wear sandals and not nut 
on two tunics. 10 And he said to them. 
“Where you enter a house, stay there 
until you leave the place. 11 And if any 
place will not receive you and they re¬ 
fuse to hear you, when you leave, shake 
off the dust that is on your feet for a 
testimony against them.” 12 So they 
went out and preached that men should 
repent. 13 And they cast out many de¬ 
mons, and anointed with oil many that 
were sick and healed them. 

14 King Herod heard of it; for Je¬ 
sus’" name had become known. Some* 
said, “John the baptizer has been raised 
from the dead; that is why these powers 
are at work in him.” 15 But others said, 
“It is Eli'jah.” And others said, “It is a 
prophet, like one of the prophets of 
old.” 16 But when Herod heard of it he 
said, “John, whom I beheaded, has 
been raised.” 17 For Herod had sent and 
seized John, and bound him in prison 
for the sake of Hero'di-as, his brother 
Philip’s wife; because he had married 
her, 18 For John said to Herod, “It is 
not lawful for you to have your brother’s 
wife.” 19 And Hero'di-as had a grudge 
against him, and wanted to kill him. 
But she could not, 20 for Herod feared 
John, knowing that he was a righteous 
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and holy man, and kept him safe. When 
he heard him, he was much per¬ 
plexed; and yet he heard him gladly. 
- l But an opportunity came when 
Herod on his birthday gave a banquet 
for his courtiers and officers and the 
leading men of Galilee. 22 For when 
Hcro'di-as* daughter came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his 
guests; and the king said tc the girl, 
“Ask me for whatever you wish, and I 
will grant it.” 23 And he vowed to her, 
“Whatever you ask me, I will give you, 
even half of my kingdom.” 24 And she 
went out, and said to her mother, 
“What shall I ask?” And she said, “The 
head of John the baptiaer.” -’’And she 
came in immediately with haste to the 
king, and asked, saying, “I want you to 
give me at once the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the king 
was exceedingly sorry; but because of 
his oaths and his guests he did not want 
to break his word to her. 27 And im¬ 
mediately the king sent a soldier of the 
guard and gave orders to bring his 
head. He went and beheaded him in the 
prison, 28 and brought his head on a 
platter, and gave it to the girl; and the 
girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his 
disciples heard of it, they came and took 
his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

30 The apostles returned to Jesus, 
and told him all that they had done and 
taught. 31 And he said to them, “Come 
away by yourselves to a lonely place, 
and rest a while.” For many were com¬ 
ing and going, and they had no leisure 
even to eat. 32 And they went away in the 
boat to a lonely place by themselves. 
33 Now many saw them going, and 
knew them, and they ran there on foot 
from all the towns, and got there ahead 
of them. 34 As he landed he saw a great 
throng, and he had compassion on 
them, because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd; and he began to 
teach them many things. 35 And when it 
grew late, his disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a lonely place, and the 
hour is now late; 36 send them away, to 
go into the country and villages round 
about and buy themselves something to 
cat.” 37 But he answered them, “You 
give them something to eat.” And they 

u The denarius was worth about seventeen pence 
P.23: bsth 5.3, 6. 6.30-31: Lk 9.10; Mk 3.20. 


said to him, “Shall we go and buy two 
hundred denarii M worth of bread, and 
give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to 
them, “How many loaves have you? Go 
and see.” And when they had found out, 
they said, “Five, and two fish.” 39 Then 
he commanded them all to sit down by 
companies upon the green grass. 40 So 
they sat down in groups, by hundreds 
and by fifties. 41 Ana taking the five 
loaves and the two fish he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed, and broke the 
loaves, and gave them to the disciples to 
set before the people; and he divided 
the two fish among them all. 42 And they 
all ate and were satisfied. 43 And they 
took up twelve baskets full of broken 
pieces and of the fish. 44 And those who 
ate the loaves were five thousand 
men. 

45 Immediately he made his disciples 
get into the boat and go before him to 
the other side, to Beth-sa'ida, while he 
dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he had 
taken leave of them, he went into the 
hills to pray. 47 And when evening came, 
the boat was out on the sea, and he was 
alone on the land. 48 And he saw that 
they were distressed in rowing, for the 
wind was against them. And about the 
fourth watch of the night he came to 
them, walking on the sea. He meant to 
pass by them, 49 but when they saw him 
walking on the sea they thought it was a 
ghost, and cried out; 30 for they all saw 
him, and were terrified. But immedi¬ 
ately he spoke to them and said, “Take 
heart, it is I; have no fear.” ^And he 
got into the boat with them and the 
wind ceased. And they were utterly 
astounded, 52 for they did not under¬ 
stand about the loaves, but their hearts 
were hardened. 

53 And when they had crossed over, 
they came to land at Gennes'aret, and 
moored to the shore. 54 And when they 
got out of the boat, immediately the 
people recognised him, 55 and ran about 
the whole neighbourhood and began to 
bring sick people on their pallets to any 
place where they heard he was. 56 And 
wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 
country, they laid the sick in the market 
places, and besought him that they 
might touch even the fringe of his gar- 
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ment; and as many as touched it were 
made well. 

Now when the Pharisees gathered 
together to him, with some of the 
scribes, who had come from Jerusalem, 

2 they saw that some of his disciples ate 
with hands defiled, that is, unwashed. 

3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do 
not eat unless they wash their hands, 1 ’ 
observing the tradition of the elders; 

4 and when they come from the market 
place, they do not eat unless they 
purify w themselves; and there are many 
other traditions which they observe, the 
washing of cups and pots and vessels of 
bronze.*) 5 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes asked him, “Why do your disci¬ 
ples not live v according to the tradition 
of the elders, but eat with hands de¬ 
filed?” 6 And he said to them, “ Well did 
Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it 
is written, 

‘This people honours me with their 
lips, 

but their heart is far from me; 

7 in vain do they worship me, 

teaching as doctrines the precepts of 

men.’ 

8 You leave the commandment of God, 
and hold fast the tradition of men.” 

9 And he said to them, “You have a 
fine way of rejecting the commandment 
of God, in order to keep your tradition! 

For Moses said, ‘Honour your father 
and your mother’; and, ‘He who speaks 
evil of father or mother, let him surely 
die*; 11 but you say, ‘If a man tells his 
father or his mother, What you would 
have gained from me is Corban’ (that is, 
given to God ) z — 12 then you no longer 
permit him to do anything for his father 
or mother, 13 thus making void the word 
of God through your tradition which 
you hand on. And many such things you 
do.” 

14 And he called the people to him 
again, and said to them, “Hear me, all 
of you, and understand: 15 there is noth¬ 
ing outside a man which by going into 
him can defile him; but the things 
which come out of a man are what defile 
him.” a l7 And when he had entered .the 


40 Tradition of the elders 

house, and left the people, his disciples 
asked him about the parable. 18 And he 
said to them, “Then are you also with¬ 
out understanding? Do you not see that 
whatever goes into a man from outside 
cannot defile him, 19 since it enters, not 
his heart but his stomach, and so passes 
on?” ,) (Thus he declared all foods 
clean.) 2l) And he said, “What comes out 
of a man is what defiles a man. 21 For 
from within, out of the heart of man, 
come evil thoughts, fornication, theft, 
murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wicked¬ 
ness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slan¬ 
der, pride, foolishness. 23 A11 these evil 
things come from within, and they de¬ 
file a man.” 

24 And from there he arose and went 
away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. c 
And he entered a house, and would not 
have any one know it; yet he could not 
be hid. 25 But immediately a woman, 
whose little daughter was possessed by 
an unclean spirit, heard of him, and 
came and fell down at his feet. 26 Now 
the woman was a Greek, a Syrophoeni'- 
cian by birth. And she begged him to 
cast the demon out of her daughter. 
27 And he said to her, “Let the children 
first be fed, for it is not right to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the 
dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Yes, 
Lord; yet even the dogs under the table 
eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 And he 
said to her, “For this saying you may go 
your way; the demon has left your 
daughter.” 30 And she went home, and 
found the child lying in bed, and the 
demon gone. 

31 Then he returned from the region 
of Tyre, and went through Sidon to the 
Sea of Galilee, through the region of the 
Decap'olis. 32 And they brought to him a 
man who was deaf and had an impedi¬ 
ment in his speech; and they besought 
him to lay his hand upon him. 33 And 
taking him aside from the multitude pri¬ 
vately, he put his fingers into his ears, 
and he spat and touched his tongue; 
34 and looking up to heaven, he sighed, 
and said to him, “Eph'phatha,” that is, 
“Be opened.” 35 And his ears were 


v One Greek word Is of uncertain meaning and is not translated w Other ancient authorities read baptize 
x Other ancient authorities add and beds " Greek walk 1 Or an offering 
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e Other ancient authorities omit and Sidon 



Feeding the four thousand 41 MARK 8 

opened, his tongue was released, and he Herod.” e I<s And they discussed it with 
spoke plainly. 36 And he charged them to one another, saying, “We have no 
tell no one; but the more he charged bread.” 17 And being aware of it, Jesus 
them, the more zealously they pro- said to them, “Why do you discuss the 
claimed it. 37 And they were astonished fact that you have no bread? Do you not 
beyond measure, saying, “He has done yet perceive or understand? Are your 
all things well; he even makes the deaf hearts hardened? 18 Having eyes do you 
hear and the dumb speak.” not see, and having ears do you not 

8 In those days, when again a great hear? And do you not remember? 

crowd had gathered, and they had 19 When I broke the five loaves for the 
nothing to eat, he called his disciples to five thousand, how many baskets full of 
him, and said to them, 2 “I have com- broken pieces did you take up?” They 
passion on the crowd, because they have said to him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the 
been with me now three days, and have seven for the four thousand, how many 
nothing to eat; 3 and if 1 send them baskets full of broken pieces did you 
away hungry to their homes, they will take up?” And they said to him, 
faint on the way; and some of them “Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do 
have come a long way.” 4 And his disci- you not yet understand?” 
pies answered him, “How can one feed 22 And they came to Beth-sa'ida. And 
these men with bread here in the some people brought to him a blind 
desert?” 5 And he asked them, “How man, and begged him to touch him. 
many loaves have you?” They said, 23 And he took the blind man by the 
“Seven.” 6 And he commanded the hand, and led him out of the village; 
crowd to sit down on the ground; and and when he had spit on his*eyes and 
he took the seven loaves, and having laid his hands upon him, he asked him, 
given thanks he broke them and gave “Do you see anything?” 24 And he 
Lhem to his disciples to set before the looked up and said, “I see men; but 
people; and they set them before the they look like trees, walking.” 25 Then 
crowd. 7 And they had a few small fish; again he laid his hands upon his eyes; 
and having blessed them, he command- and he looked intently and was restored, 
ed that these also should be set before and saw everything clearly. 26 And he 
them. 8 And they ate, and were satisfied; sent him away to his home, saying, “Do 
and they took up the broken pieces left not even enter the village.” 
over, seven baskets full. -And there 27 And Jesus went on with his disci- 
were about four thousand people. 10 And pies, to the villages of Caesare'a 
he sent them away; and immediately he Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
got into the boat with his disciples, disciples, “Who do men say that I am?” 
and went to the district of Dalmanu'- 28 And they told him, “John the Baptist; 
tha. rf and others say, Eli jah; and others one 

11 The Pharisees came and began to of the prophets.” 29 And he asked them, 
argue with him, seeking from him a “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
sign from heaven, to test him. 12 And he answered him, “You are the Christ.” 
sighed deeply in his spirit, and said, 30 And he charged them to tell no one 
“Why does this generation seek a sign? about him. 

Truly, I say to you, no sign shall be 31 And he began to teach them that 
given to this generation.” I3 And he left the Son of man must suffer many 
them, and getting into the boat again he things, and be rejected by the elders 
departed to the other side. and the chief priests and the scribes, 

14 Now they had forgotten to bring and be killed, and after three days rise 
bread; and they had only one loaf with again. 32 And he said this plainly. And 
them in the boat. 15 And he cautioned Peter took him, and began to rebuke 
them, saying, “Take heed, beware of the him. 33 But turning and seeing his 
leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of disciples, he rebuked Peter, and said, 

d Other ancient authorities read Magadan or Mag data e Other ancient authorities read the Herodians 
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“Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
not on the side of God, but of men.” 

34 And he called to him the multitude 
with his disciples, and said to them, ‘‘If 
any man would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and 
follow me. 35 For whoever would save 
his life will lose it; and whoever loses his 
life for my sake and the gospel’s will 
save it. 36 For what does it profit a man, 
to gain the whole world and forfeit his 
life? 37 For what can a man give in 
return for his life? 38 For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of 
him will the Son of man also be 
ashamed, when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 

9 *And he said to them, “Truly, 1 say 
to you, there are some standing here 
who will not taste death before they see 
the kingdom of God come with power.” 

2 And after six days Jesus took with 
him Peter and James and John, and led 
them up a high mountain apart by 
themselves; and he was transfigured 
before them, 3 and his garments became 
glistening, intensely white, as no fuller 
on earth could bleach them. 4 And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses; 
and they were talking to Jesus. 5 And 
Peter said to Jesus, “Master/ it is well 
that we are here; let us make three 
booths, one for you and one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not 
know what to say, for they were ex¬ 
ceedingly afraid. 7 And a cloud over¬ 
shadowed them, and a voice came out 
of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son / 
listen to him.” 8 And suddenly looking 
around they no longer saw any one with 
them but Jesus only. 

9 And as they were coming down the 
mountain, he charged them to tell no 
one what they had seen, until the Son 
of man should have risen from the dead. 
10 So they kept the matter to them¬ 
selves, questioning what the rising from 
the dead meant. 11 And they asked him, 
“Why do the scribes say that first Eli'- 
jah must come?” 12 And he said to them, 
“Elijah does come first to restore all 
things; and how is it written of the Son 


42 Jesus 9 transfiguration 

of man, that he should suffer many 
things and be treated with contempt? 
13 But I tell you that Elijah has come, 
and they did to him whatever they 
pleased, as it is written of him.” 

14 And when they came to the dis¬ 
ciples, they saw a great crowd about 
them, and scribes arguing with them. 
15 And immediately all the crowd, when 
they saw him, were greatly amazed, and 
ran up to him and greeted him. ^And 
he asked them, “What are you discuss¬ 
ing with them?” 17 And one of the 
crowd answered him, “Teacher, I 
brought my son to you, for he has a 
dumb spirit ; 18 and wherever it seizes 
him, it dashes him down; and he foams 
and grinds bis teeth and becomes rigid; 
and I asked your disciples to cast it out, 
and they were not able.” 19 And he 
answered them, “O faithless generation, 
how long am X to be with you? How 
long am I to bear with you? Bring him 
to me.” 20 And they brought the boy to 
him; and when the spirit saw him, im¬ 
mediately it convulsed the boy, and he 
fell on the ground and rolled about, 
foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus" 
asked his father, “How long has he had 
this?” And he said, “From childhood. 
^And it has often cast him into the lire 
and into the water, to destroy him; but 
if you can do anything, have pity on us 
and help us.” 23 And Jesus said to him, 
“If you can! All things are possible to 
him who believes.” 24 Immediately the 
father of the child cried out 1 and said, 
“I believe; heir my unbelief!” 25 And 
when Jesus saw that a crowd came run¬ 
ning together, he rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf 
spirit, I command you, come out of him, 
and never enter him again.” 26 And after 
crying out and convulsing him terribly, 
it came out, and the boy was like a 
corpse; so that most of them said, “He 
is dead.” 27 But Jesus took him by the 
hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 
28 And when he had entered the house, 
his disciples asked him privately, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” 29 And he said 
to them, “This kind cannot be driven 
out by anything but prayer.”-* 
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30 They went on from there and 
passed through Galilee. And he would 
not have any one know it; 31 for he was 
teaching his disciples, saying to them, 
“The Son of man will be delivered into 
the hands of men, and they will kill 
him; and when he is killed, after three 
days he will rise.’’ 32 But they did not 
understand the saying, and they were 
afraid to ask him. 

33 And they came to Caper'na-um; 
and when he was in the house he asked 
then?, “What were you discussing on 
the way'" 1 34 Bur they were silent; for 
on die way they had discussed with one 
another who was the greatest. 3 -And he 
sat down and called the twelve; and he 
said to them, “If any one would be first, 
he must be last of all and servant of all.*' 
36 And he took a child, and put him in 
the midst of them, and taking hit a in 
his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever 
receives one such child in my name re¬ 
ceives me; and whoever receives me, 
receives not me but him who sent 

file.” 

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we 
saw a man casting out demons in your 
named and sve forbade him, because he 
was not following us.” 30 But Jesus said, 
“Do not forbid him; for no one who 
does a mighty work in my name will be 
able soon after to speak evil of me. 

40 For he that is not against us is for us. 

41 For truly, I say to you, whoever gives 
you a cup of water to drink because you 
bear the name of Christ, will by no 
means lose his reward. 

42 “Whoever causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, 1 it would 
be better for him if a great millstone 
were hung round his neck and he were 
thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand 
causes you to sin, 4 cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter life maimed than with 
two hands to go to hell, 771 to the un¬ 
quenchable fire. 71 45 And if your foot 
causes you to sin,* cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter life lame than with two 
feet to be thrown into hell. 7 * ft 47 And if 


your eye causes you to sin, 1 pluck it out; 
it is better for you to enter the kingdom 
of God with one eye than with two eyes 
to be thrown into hell, 774 48 where their 
worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched. 49 For every one will be 
salted with fire. 0 50 Salt is good; but if 
the salt has lost its saltness, how will 
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, 
and be at peace with one another.** 

■J £\ And he left there and went to 
1.V the region of Judea and bey mid 
the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him 
again; and again, as his custom was, he 
taught them. 

2 And Pharisees came up and in 
order to test him asked, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He 
answered them, “What did Moses com¬ 
mand you?” 4 They said, “Moses al¬ 
lowed a man to write a certificate of 
divorce, and to put her away.” 3 But 
Jesus said to them, “For your hardness 
of heart he wrote you this command- 
mem. 6 But from the beginning of crea¬ 
tion, ‘God made them male and female/ 
7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his 
wife,?* 8 and the two shall become one.’? 
So they are no longer two but one.? 
9 What therefore God has joined to¬ 
gether, let not man put asunder.” 

10 And in the house the disciples 
asked him again about tins matter. 
11 And he said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another, 
commits adultery against her ; 12 and 
if she divorces her husband and marries 
another, she commits adultery/* 

13 And they were bringing children 
to him, that he might touch them; and 
the disciples rebuked them. 14 But 
when Jesus saw it he was indignant, and 
said to them, “Let the children come to 
me, do not hinder them; for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. 15 Truly, 
I say to you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his 
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MARK 10 

arms and blessed them, laying his hands 
upon them. 

17 And as he was setting out on his 
journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?’* 
* 8 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you 
call me good? No one is good but God 
alone. 14 You know the commandments: 
‘Do not kill, Do not commit adultery. 
Do not steal. Do not bear false witness. 
Do not defraud, Honour your father 
and mother.’ ” 20 And he said to him, 
“Teacher, all these I have observed 
from my youth.” 21 And Jesus looking 
upon him loved him, and said to him, 
“You lack one thing; go, sell what you 
have, and give to the poor, and you wall 
have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me.” 22 At that saying his counte¬ 
nance fell, and he went away sorrowful; 
for he had great possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked around and said 
to his disciples, “How hard it will be 
for those who have riches to enter the 
kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples 
were amazed at his words. But Jesus 
said to them again, “Children, how hard 
it is' to enter the kingdom of God! 
25 It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And 
they were exceedingly astonished, and 
said to him," “Then who can be saved?” 

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With 
men it is impossible, but not with God; 
for all things are possible with God.” 

28 Peter began to say to him, “Lo, we 
have left everything and followed you.” 

29 Jesus skid, “Truly, I say to you, there 
is no one who has left house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children 
or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 

30 who will not receive a hundredfold 
now in this time, houses and brothers 
and sisters and mothers and children 
and lands, with persecutions, and in the 
age to come eternal life. 31 But many 
that are first will be last, and the last 
first.” 

32 And they were on the road, going 
up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking 
ahead of them; and they were amazed, 


< [4 The rich young man 

and those who followed were afraid. 
And talcing the twelve again, he began 
to tell them what was to happen to him, 

33 saying, “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem; and the Son of man will be 
delivered to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to 
death, and deliver him to the Gentiles; 

34 and they will mock him, and spit upon 
him, and scourge him, and kill him; and 
after three days he will rise.” 

35 And James and John, the sons of 
Zeb edec, came forward to him, and 
said to him, “Teacher, we want you to 
do for us whatever we ask of you.” 
36 And he said to them, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” 37 And they 
said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your 
right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You 
do not know what you arc asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I drink, 
or to be baptized with the baptism with 
which 1 am baptized?” 3 ‘ ; And they said 
to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said 
to them, “The cup that I drink you will 
drink; and with the baptism with which 
1 am baptized, you will be baptized; 
40 but to sit at my right hand or at my 
left is not mine to grant, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared.” 
41 And when the ten heard it, they began 
to be indignant at James and John. 
42 And Jesus called them to him and said 
to them, “You know that those who are 
supposed to rule over the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their great men exer¬ 
cise authority over them. 43 But it shall 
not be so among you; but whoever 
would be great among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever would be first 
among you must be slave of all. 45 For 
the Son of man also came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” 

46 And they came to Jericho; and as 
he was leaving Jericho with his disciples 
and a great multitude, Bartimae'us, a 
blind beggar, the son of Timae'us, was 
sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 48 And 
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Entry into Jerusalem 
many rebuked him, telling him to be 
silent; but he cried out ail the more, 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
4y And Jesus stopped and said, “Call 
him.’* And they called the blind man, 
saying to him, “Take heart; rise, he is 
calling you.” 50 And throwing off his 
mantle he sprang up and came to Jesus. 
51 And Jesus said to him, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” And the blind 
man said to him, “Master/ let me re¬ 
ceive my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to 
him, “Go your way; your faith has 
made you well.” And immediately he 
received his sight and followed him on 
the way. 

n And when they drew near to 
Jerusalem, to Beth'phage and 
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of his disciples, 2 and said to them, 
“Go into the village opposite you, and 
immediately as you enter it you will 
find a colt tied, on which no one has ever 
sat; untie it and bring it. 3 If any one 
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this? 5 ' 
say, ‘The Lord has need of it and will 
send it back here immediately.’ ” 4 And 
they went away, and found a colt tied at 
the door out in the open street; and they 
untied it. 5 And those who stood there 
said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the coll?” 6 And they told them 
what Jesus had said; and they let them 
go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus, 
and threw their garments on it ; and lie 
sat upon it. 8 And many spread their 

{ garments on the road, and others spread 
eafy branches which they had cut from 
the fields. 9 And those who went before 
and those who followed cried out, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the 
kingdom of our father David that is 
coming! Hosanna in the highest!” 

11 And he entered Jerusalem, and 
went into the temple; and when he had 
looked round at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany 
with the twelve. 

12 On the following day, when they 
came from Bethany, he was hungry. 
13 And seeing in the distance a fig tree in 
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leaf, be went to see if he could fmd any¬ 
thing on it. When he came to it, he 
found nothing but leaves, for it was not 
the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, 
“May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again.” And his disciples heard it. 

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And 
he entered the temple and began to 
drive out those who sold and those 
who bought in the temple, and he over¬ 
turned the tables of the money¬ 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons; 16 and he would not allow any 
one to carry anything through the tem¬ 
ple. 17 And he taught, and said to them, 
“Is it not written, ‘My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all the na¬ 
tions? But you have made it a den of 
robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and 
the scribes heard it and sought a way to 
destroy him; for they feared him, be¬ 
cause all the multitude was astonished 
at his teaching. 19 And when evening 
came they" went out of the city. 

20 As they passed by in the morning, 
they saw the fig tree withered away to 
its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and 
said to him, “Master," look! The fig 
tree which you cursed has withered.” 
22 And Jesus answered them, “Have 
faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, 
whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be 
taken up and cast into the sea/ and does 
not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
what he says will come to pass, it will be 
done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, 
whatever you ask in prayer, believe that 
you receive it, and you will. ^And 
whenever you stand praying, forgive, if 
you have any tiling against any one; so 
that your Father also who is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses.”"’ 

27 And they came again to Jerusalem. 
And as he was walking in the temple, 
the chief priests and the scribes and the 
elders came to him, 28 and they said to 
him, “By what authority are you doing 
these things, or who gave you this 
authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to 
them, “I will ask you a question; an¬ 
swer me, and I will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 30 Was the 
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baptism of John from heaven or from of men, but truly teach the way of God. 
men? Answer me.” 31 And they argued Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From not? 15 Should we pay them, or should 
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you we not?” But knowing their hypocrisy, 
not believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, he said to them, “Why put me to the 
‘From men’?”—they were afraid of the test? Bring me a coin,* and let me look 
people, for ail held that John was a real at it.” l(> And they brought one. And he 
prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, said to them, “Whose likeness and in- 
“We do not know.” And Jesus said to scription is this?” They said to him, 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what “Caesar’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, 
authority I do these things.” “Render to Caesar the things that are 

■J And he began to speak to them Caesar's, and to God the things that are 
jljL in parables. “A man planted a God’s.” And they were amazed at him. 
vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and 18 And Sad ducees came to him, who 
dug a pit for the wine press, and built a say that there is no resurrection; and 
tower, and let it out to tenants, and went they asked him a question, saying, 
into another country. 2 When the time i9 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if 
came, he sent a servant to the tenants, to a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife, 
get from them some of the fruit of the but leaves no child, the man* must take 
vineyard. 3 And they took him and beat the wife, and raise up children for his 
him, and sent him away empty-handed, brother. 20 There were seven brothers; 
4 Again he sent to them another servant, the first took a wife, and when he died 
and they wounded him in the head, and left no children; 21 and the second took 
treated him shamefully. - s And he sent her, and died, leaving no children; and 
another, and him they killed; and so the third likewise; 22 and the seven left 
with many others, some they beat and no children. Last of all the woman also 
some they killed. 6 He had still one died. 23 In the resurrection whose wife 
other, a beloved son; finally he sent him will she be? For the seven had her as 
to them, saying, ’They will respect my wife.” 

son.’ 7 But those tenants said to one 24 Jesus said to them, “Is not this 
another, ‘This is the heir;-come, let us why you are wrong, that you know 
kill him, and the inheritance will be neither the scriptures nor the power of 
ours.* 8 And they took him and killed God? 25 For when they rise from the 
him, and cast him out of the vineyard, dead, they neither marry nor are given 

9 What will the owner of the vineyard in marriage, but are like angels in 
do? He will come and destroy the heaven. 20 And as for the dead being 
tenants, and give the vineyard to others, raised, have you not read in the book 

10 Have you not read this scripture: of Moses, in the passage about the 

‘The very stone which the builders bush, how God said to him, ‘I am the 

rejected God of Abraham, and the God of 

has become the head of the corner; Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is 

11 this was the Lord’s doing, not God of the dead, but'of the living; 

and it is marvellous in our eyes’?” you are quite wrong.” 

12 And they tried to arrest him, but 28 And one of the scribes came up 

feared the multitude, for they per- and heard them disputing with one 
ceived that he had told the parable another, and seeing that he answered 
against them; so they left him and went them well, asked him, “Which com¬ 
away. mandment is the first of all?” 29 Jesus 

13 And they sent to him some of the answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
Pharisees and some of the Hero'di-ans, The Lord our God, the Lord is one; 
to entrap him in his talk. 14 And they 30 and you shall love the Lord your God 
came and said to him, “Teacher, we with all your heart, and with all your 
know that you are true, and care for no soul, and with all your mind, and with 
man; for you do not regard the position all your strength.’ The second is this, 

x Greek a denarius V Greek his brother 

12.1-12: Mt 21.33-46; Lk 20.9-19; Is 5.1-7. 12.10-11: Ps 118.22-23; Acts 4.11; 1 Pet 2.7. 

12.12: Mk 11.18. 12.13-17: Mt 22.15-22; Lk 20.20-26. 12.13: Mk 3.6; Lk 11.54. 12.17: Rom 13.7. 

12.18-27: Mt 22.23-33; Lk 20.27-38. 12.19: Dcut 25.5. 12.26: Ex 3.6. 

12.28-34: Mt 22.34-40; Lk 20.39-40; 10.25-28. 12^9: Deut 6.4. 

12.31: Lev 19.18; Rom 13.9; Gal 5.14; Jas 2.8. 



The widozo's penny 47 MARK 13 

‘You shall love vour neighbour as your- to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonder- 
self.’ There is no other commandment ful stones and what wonderful build- 
greater than these.” 32 And the scribe ings!” 2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you 
said to him, “You are right. Teacher; see these great buildings? There will 
you have truly said that he is one, and nor be left here one stone upon another, 
there is no other but he; 33 and to love chat will not. be thrown down.” 

him with ah the heart, and with all the 3 And as he sat on the Mount of 

understanding, and with ail the strength, Olives opposite the temple, Peter and 
and to love one’s neighbour as oneself, James and John and Andrew asked him 
is much more than all whole burnt offer- privately, 4 “Tell us, when will this be, 
ings and sacrifices.” -HAnd when Jesus and what will be the sign when these 
saw that he answered wisely, he said to things are all to be accomplished?” 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom -And Jesus began to say to them, “Take 
of God.” And after that no one dared to heed that no one leads you astray, 
ask him any question. 0 Manv will come in my name, saying, 

33 And as Jesus taught in the temple, ‘J am he!’ and they will lead many 
.he said, “How can the scribes say that astray. 7 And when you hear of wars and 
the Christ is the son of .David? 3<s David rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this 
himself, inspired by 21 the Holy Spirit, must take place, but the end is not yet. 
declared, 8 For nation will rise against nation, and 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, kingdom against kingdom ; there will be 

Sit at my right hand, earthquakes in various places, there will 

till I put thy enemies under thv feet. 5 be famines; this is but the beginning of 
3? David himself calls him Lord; so the sufferings. 

how is he his son?” And the great 9 “But take heed to yourselves; for 

throng heard him gladly. they will deliver you up to councils; and 

38 And in his teaching he said, “Be- you will be beaten in synagogues; and 
ware of the scribes, who hke to go about you will stand before governors and 
in long robes, and to have salutations in kings for my sake, to bear testimony 
the marker places • Jy and the best seats in before them. 10 And the gospel must 
rhe synagogues and the places of honour first be preached to all nations. n And 
at feasts, 40 who devour widows’ houses when they bring you to trial and deliver 
and for a pretence make long prayers, you up, do not be anxious beforehand 
They will receive the greater con- what you are to say; but say whatever is 
damnation.” given you in that hour, for it is not you 

41 And he sat down opposite the who speak, but the Holy Spirit. * 2 And 
treasury, and watched the multitude brother will deliver up brother to death, 
putting money into the treasury. Many and the father his child, and children 
rich people put in large sums. 42 And a will rise against parents and have them 
poor widow came, and put in two put to death; 13 and you will be hated by 
copper coins, which make a penny, all for my name’s sake. But he who en- 
48 And he called his disciples to him, and dures to the end will be saved, 
said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this 14 “But when you see the desolating 
poor widow has put in more than all sacrilege set up where it ought not to be 
those who are contributing to the (let the reader understand), then let 
treasury. 44 For they all contributed out those who are in Judea flee to the moun- 
of their abundance; but she out of her tains; 15 let him who is on the housetop 
poverty has put in everything she had, not go down, nor enter his house, to 
her whole living.” take anything away; and let him who 

is in the field not turn back to take his 
And as he came out of the mantle. 17 And alas for those who are 
13 temple, one of his disciples said with child and for those who give suck 

* Or himself , in 

12.33: 1 Sam 15.22; Hos 6.6; Mic 6.6-8; Mt 9.13. 17..3S-37: Mr 22.41-46; Lk 20.41-44. 

*2.36: Ps 110.1; Acts 2.34-35; Hcb 1.13. 12.38-40: Mt 23.5-7; Lk 20.46-47; 11.43. 

12.41-44: Lk 21.1-4; Jn 8.20. 13.5-37: Mt 24; Lk 21.5-36. 

13.2: Lk 19.43-44; Mk 14.58; 15.29; Jn 2.19; Acts 6.14. 

13.3: Mk 5.37; 9.2. 13.4: Lk 17.20. 

13.6: Jn 8.24; 1 Jn 2.18. 13.9-13: Mt 10.17-22. 13.11: Jn 14.26; 16.7-11; Lk 12.11-12. 13.13: In 15.2L 

13.14: Dan 9.27; 11.31; 12.11. 13.17: Lk 23.29. 



MARK 18 48 The anointing at Bethany 

in those days! 18 Pray that it may not 1! A It was now two days before 
happen in winter. 19 For in those days JL'r the Passover and the feast of Un- 
there will be such tribulation as has not leavened Bread. And the chief priests 
been from the beginning of the creation and the scribes were seeking how to 
which God created until now, and never arrest him by stealth, and kill him; 2 for 
will be. 2(> And if the Lord had not they said, “Not during the feast, lest 
shortened the days, no human being there be a tumult of the people.” 
would be saved; but for the sake of the 3 And while he was at Bethany in 
elect, whom he chose, he shortened the the house of Simon the leper, as he sat 
days. 21 And then if any one says to you, at table, a woman came with an ala- 
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, baster jar of ointment of pure nard, 
there he is!’ do not believe it. 22 False very costly, and she broke the iar and 
Christs and false prophets will arise and pour ed it over his head. 4 But there 
show signs and wonders, to lead astray, were some who said to themselves in- 
if possible, the elect. 23 But take heed; dignantly, “Why was the ointment thus 
I have told you all things beforehand, wasted? 5 For this ointment might have 
24 “But in those days, after that been sold for more than three hundred 
tribulation, the sun will be darkened, denarii, 6 and given to the poor.” And 
and the moon will not give its light, they reproached her. 6 But Jesus said, 
25 and the stars will be falling from “Let her alone; why do you trouble 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens her? She has done a beautiful thing to 
will be shaken. 26 And then they will see me. 7 For you always have the poor 
the Son of man coming in clouds with with you. and whenever you will, you 
great power and glory. 27 And then he can do good to them: but you will not 
will send out the angels, and gather his always have me. 8 She has done what 
elect from the four winds, from the ends she could; she has anointed my body 
of the earth to the ends of heaven. beforehand for burying. 45 And truly, I 

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: say to you, wherever the gospel is 
as soon as its branch becomes tender preached in the whole world, what she 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that has done will be told in memory of 
summer is near. 2y So also, when you her.” 

see these things taking place, you know 10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one 
that he is near, at the very gates, of the twelve, went to the chief priests 
30 Truly, I say to you, this generation in order to betray him to them. n And 
will not pass away before all these things when they heard it they were glad, and 
take place. 31 Heaven and earth will promised to give him money. And 
pass away, but my words will not pass he sought an opportunity to betray 
away. him. 

32 “But of that day or that hour no 12 And on the first day of Unleavened 
one knows, not even the angels in Bread, when they sacrificed the pass- 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the over lamb, his disciples said to him. 
Father. 33 Take heed, watch;" for you “Where will you have us go and prepare 
do not know when the time will come, for you to eat the passover?” 13 And he 
34 It is like a man going on a journey, sent two of his disciples, and said to 
when he leaves home and puts his serv- them, “Go into the city, and a man 
ants in charge, each with his work, and carrying a jar of water will meet you; 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the follow him, 14 and wherever he enters, 
watch. 35 Watch therefore—for you do say to the householder, ‘The Teacher 
not know when the master of the house says. Where is my guest room, where I 
will come, in the evening, or at mid- am to eat the passover with my disci- 
night, or at cockcrow, or in the morning pies?* 15 And he will show you a large 
— 36 lest he come suddenly and find upper room furnished and ready; there 
you asleep. 37 And what I say to you I prepare for us.” 16 And the disciples set 
say to all: Watch.” out and went to the city, and found it as 

® Other indent authorities add and pray 
6 The denarius was worth about seventeen pence 

13.22* Mt 7.15; Jn 4.48. 13.26* Mk 8.33; Mt 10.23; Dan 7.13. 13.30* Mk 9.1. 13.31* Mt 5.18; Lk 16.17. 
13.32* Acts 1.7. 13.33* Eph 6.18; Col 4.2. 13.34* Mt 25.14. 13.35: Lk 12.35-40. 

14.1-2* Mt 26.1-5; Lk 22.1-2; Jn 11.47-53. 14.3-0* Mt 26.6-13; Lk 7.36-38; Jn 12.1-8. 14.7s Deut 15.11. 
144* Jn 1940. 14.10-11* Mt 26.14-16; Lk 22.3-6. 14.12-16* Mt 26.17-19; Lk 22.7-13. 



The last supper 49 MARK 14 

he had told them; and they prepared the watch.”* 35 And going a little farther, he 
passover. fell on the ground and prayed that, if it 

17 And when it was evening he came were possible, the hour might pass from 
with the twelve. 18 And as they were at him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all 
table eating, Jesus said, “Truly, I say things are possible to thee; remove this 
to you, one of you will betray me, one cup from me; yet not what I will, but 
who is eating with me,” 19 They began what thou wilt.” 37 And he came and 
to be sorrowful, and to say to him one found them sleeping, and he said to 
after another, “Is it I?” 20 He said to Peter, “Simon, are you asleep? Could 
them, “It is one of the twelve, one who you not watch* one hour? 38 Watch* 
is dipping bread in the same dish with and pray that you may not enter into 
me. 21 For the Son of man goes as it is temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, 
written of him, but woe to that man by bur the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he 
whom the Son of man is betrayed! It went away and prayed, saying the same 
would have been better for that man if words. 40 And again he came and found 
he had not been born.” them sleeping, for their eyes were very 

22 And as they were eating, he took heavy; and they did not know what to 
bread, and blessed, and broke it, and answer him. 41 And he came the third 
gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is time, and said to them, “Are you still 
my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and sleeping and taking your rest? It is 
when he had given thanks he gave it to enough; the hour has come; the Son of 
them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he man is betrayed into the hands of 
said to them, “This is my blood of the r sinners, 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my 
covenant, which is poured out for betrayer is at hand.” 
many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I shall not 43 And immediately, while he was 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until still speaking, Judas came, one of the; 
that day when I drink it new in the twelve, and with him a crowd with 
kingdom of God.” swords and clubs, from the chief priests 

26 And when they had sung a hymn, and the scribes and the elders. 44 Now 
they went out to the Mount of Olives, the betrayer had given them a sign, 
27 And Jesus said to them, “You will all saying, “The one I shall kiss is the man; 
fall away; for it is written, ‘I will strike seize him and lead him away safely, 
the shepherd, and the sheep will be 45 And when he came, he went up to 
scattered.’ 28 But after I am raised up, I him at once, and said, “Master l” f And 
will go before you to Galilee.” 29 Peter he kissed him. 49 And they laid hands on 
said to him, “Even though they all fall him and seized him. 47 But one of those 
away, I will not.” 30 And Jesus said to who stood by drew his sword, and 
him, “Truly, I say to you, this very Struck the slave of the high priest and 
night, before the cock crows twice, you cut off his ear. 48 And Jesus said to 
will deny me three times.” 31 But he them, “Have you come out as against a 
said vehemently, “If I must die with robber, with swords and clubs to cap- 
you, I will not deny you.” And they all ture me? 49 Day after day I was with you 
said the same. in the temple teaching, and you did not 

32 And they went to a place which seize me. But let the scriptures be ful- 
was called Gethsem'ane; and he said to filled.” 50 And they all forsook him, and 
his disciples, “Sit here, while 1 pray.” fled. 

33 And he took with him Peter and 51 And a young man followed him, 
James and John, and began to be greatly with nothing but a linen doth about his 
distressed and troubled. 34 And he said body; and they seized him, 52 but 
to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, he left the linen cloth and ran away 
even to death; remain here, and naked. 

e Other ancient authorities insert new a Of keep awake e Or Rabbi 
14.17-21: Mt 26.20-25; Lk 22.14. 21-23; In 13.21-30; Ps 41.9. 

14.22-25: Mt 26.26-29; Lk 22.17-19; l Cor 11.23-26. 14.22: Mk 6.41; 8.6; Lk 24.30. 14.23: 1 Cor 10.16b 

14.24: Ex 24.8; Heb 9.20. 14.26-31: Mt 26.30-35; Lk 22.39, 33-34. 14.27: Zech 13.7; Jn 1632. 

14.28: Mk 16.7. 14.30: Mk 14.66-72; Jn 13.36-38; 18.17-18, 25-27. 

14.32-42: Mt 26.36-46; Lk 22.40-46; Heb 5.7-8. 

14.34: Jn 12.27. 

14.36: Rom 8.15; Gal 4.6; Mk 10.38; Jn 18.1L 14.38: Mt 6.13; Lk 11.4. 

14.43-50: Mt 26.47-56; Lk 22.47-53; Jn 18.2-11. 14.49: Lk 19.47; Ja 18.19-2L 

1433-65: Mt 26.57-68; Lk 22.54-55, 63-71; Jn 18.12-24. 




MARK 14 50 Peter's denial 

53 And they led Jesus to the high are a Galilean.” 71 But he began to in¬ 
priest; and all the chief priests and the voke a curse on himself and to swear, “I 
elders and the scribes were assembled, qo not know this man of whom you 
54 And Peter had followed him at a dis- speak.” 72 And immediately the cock 
tance, right into the courtyard of the crowed a second time. And Peter re- 
high priest; and he was sitting with the membered how Jesus had said to him, 
guards, and warming himself at the hre. “Before the cock crows twice, you will 
& Now the chief priests and the whole deny me three times.” And he broke 
council sought testimony against Jesus down and wept. 

to put him to death; but they found | £ And as soon as it was morning 
none. 56 For many bore false witness •&.«> the chief priests, with the elders 
against him, and their witness did not and scribes, and the whole council held 
agree. 57 And some stood up and bore a consultation; and they bound Jesus 
false witness against him, saying, and led him away and delivered him to 
58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy Pilate. 2 And Pilate asked him, “Are you 
this temple that is made with hands, and tine King of the Jews?” And he run- 
in three days I will build another, not swered him, “You have said so.” 3 And 
made with hands.’ ” Yet not even so the chief priests accused him of many 
did their testimony agree. 60 And the tilings. 4 And Pilate again asked him, 
high priest stood up in the midst, and “Have you no answer to make? See how 
asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to many charges they bring against you.” 
make? What is it that these men testify 5 But Jesus made no further answer, so 
against you?” 61 But he was silent and that Pilate wondered, 
made no answer. Again the high priest 6 Now at the feast he used to release 
asked him, “Are you the Christ, the for them one prisoner whom they 
Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, asked. 7 And among the rebels in prison, 
“lam; and you will see the Son of man who had committed murder in the in¬ 
sitting at the right hand of Power, and surrection, there was a man called 
coming with the clouds of heaven.” Barabbas. 8 And the crowd came up and 
63 And the high priest tore his mantle, began to ask Pilate to do as he was wont 
and said, “Why do we still need wit- to do for them. 9 And he answered them, 
nesses? 64 You have heard his bias- “Do you want me to release for you the 
phemy. What is your decision?” And King of the Jews?” 10 For he perceived 
they all condemned him as deserving that it was out of envy that the chief 
death. 65 And some began to spit on him, priests had delivered him up. 11 But 
and to cover his face, and to strike the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 
him, saying to him, “Prophesy 1” And have him release for them Barabbas in- 
the guards received him with blows. stead. 12 And Pilate again said to them, 
66 And as Peter was below in the “Then what shall I do with the man 
courtyard, one of the maids of the high whom you call the King of the Jews?” 
priest came; 67 and seeing Peter warm- l3 And they cried out again, “Crucify 
ing himself, she looked at him, and said, him.” 14 And Pilate said to them, “Why, 
“You also were with the Nazarene, what evil has he done?” But they 
Jesus.” 68 But he denied it, saying, “I shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” 
neither know nor understand what you 15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the 
mean.” And he went out into the gate- crowd, released for them Barabbas; 
way/ 69 And the maid saw him, and and having scourged Jesus, he delivered 
began again to say to the bystanders, him to be crucified. 

“This man is one of them.” 70 But 16 And the soldiers led him away in- 
again he denied it. And after a little side the palace (that is, the praetorium); 
while again the bystanders said to Peter, and they called together the whole 
“Certainly you are one of them; for you battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a 

f Or fore-court . Other andent authorities add and the cock crowed 
14.58: Mk 13.2; 15.29; Acts 6.14; Jn 2.19. 

14.62: Dan 7.13; Mk 9.1; 13.26. 14.63: Acts 14.14; Num 14.6. 

14.64: Lev 24.16. 

14.66-72: Mt 26.69-75; Lk 22.56-62; Jn 18.16-18, 25-27; Mk 14.3a 
15.1: Mt 27.1-2; Lk 23.1; Jn 18.28. 

15.2-15: Mt 27.11-26; Lk 23.2-3, 18-25; Jn 18.29-19.16. 

15.11: Acts 3.14. 15.16-20: Mt 27.27-31; Lk 23.11; Jn 19.2-3. 



The crucifixion 51 MARK 16 

purple cloak, and plaiting a crown of him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see 
thorns they put it on him. 18 And they whether Elijah will come to take him 
began to salute him, “Hail, King of the down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry, 
jews!” 19 And they struck his head with and bieathtcl his last. 3S And the curtain 
a reed, and spat upon him, and they of the temple was torn in two, from 
knelt down in homage to him. 20 And top to bottom. 39 And when the cen- 
when they had mocked him, they turion, who stood facing him, saw that 
stripped him of the purple cloak, and he thus* breathed his last, he said, 
put his own clothes on him. And they “Truly this man was the Son* of 
led him out to crucify him. God!” 

21 And they compelled a passer-by, 40 There were also women looking on 
Simon of Cyre'ne, who was coming in from afar, among whom were Mary 
from the country, the father of Alex- Mag'daiene, and Mary the mother of 
ander and Rufus, to carry his cross. James the younger and of Joses, and 
22 And they brought him to the place Salo'me, 41 who, when he was in Galilee, 
called Gol'goiha (which means the followed him, and ministered to him; 
place of a skull). 23 And they offered and also many other women who came 
him wine mingled with myrrh; but he up with him to Jerusalem, 
did not take it. 24 And they crucified 42 And when evening had come, 
him, and divided his garments among since it was the day of Preparation, that 
them, casting lots for them, to decide is, the day before the sabbath, 43 Joseph 
what each should take. 25 And it was of Arimathe'a, a respected member of 
the third hour, when they crucified the council, who was also himself look- 
hisn. 2A And the inscription of the ing for the kingdom of God, took cour- 
charge against him read, “The King of age and went to Pilate, and asked for the 
the Jews.” 27 And with him they cruci- body of Jesus. 44 And Pilate wondered if 
fied two robbers, one on his right and he were already dead; and summoning 
one on his left. ? 29 And those who passed the centurion, he asked him whether he 
by derided him, wagging their heads, was already dead.J 45 And when he 
and saying, “Aha! You who would de- learned from the centurion that he was 
stroy the temple and build it in three dead, he granted the body to Joseph, 
days, 30 save yourself, and come down 4o And he bought a linen shroud, and 
from the cross!” 31 So also the chief taking him down, wrapped him in the 
priests mocked him to one another with linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb 
the scribes, saying, “He saved others; which had been hewn out of the rock; 
he cannot save himself. 32 Let the and he rolled a stone against the door of 
Christ, the King of Israel, come down the tomb. 47 Mary Mag'dalene and 
now from the cross, that we may see and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he 
believe.” Those who were crucified was laid. 

with him also reviled him. fZ And when the sabbath was past, 

33 And when the sixth hour had Av Mary Mag'dalene, and Mary the 
come, there was darkness over the whole mother of James, and Salo'me, bought 
land* until the ninth hour. 34 And at the spices, so that they might go and anoint 
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud him. 2 And very early on the first day of 
voice, “E'lo-i, Edo-i, la'ma sabach- the week they went to the tomb when 
tha'ni?” which means, “My God, my the sun had risen. 3 And they were say- 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” ing to one another, “Who will roll away 
35 And some of the bystanders hearing it the stone for us from the door of the 
said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that 
36 And one ran and, filling a sponge full the stone was rolled back; for it was 
of vinegar, put it on a reed and gave it to very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they 

0 Other ancient authorities insert verse 28, And the scripture was fulfilled which says, "He mas reckoned with 
the transgressors'* 

“ Or earth • Other ancient authorities insert cried out and * Or a son 
3 Other ancient authorities read whether he had been some time dead 

15.21: Mt 27.32; Lk 23.26; Rom 16.13. 15.22-32: Mt 27.33-44; Lk 23.33-39; Jn 19.17-24. 

15.24: Ps 22.18. 15^9: Mk 13.2; 14.58; Jn 2.19. 15.31: Ps 22.7-8. 

15.33-41: Mt 27.45-56; Lk 23.44-49; Jn 19.28-30. 15.34: Ps 22.1. 15.35: Ps 69.21. 15^8: Hcb 10.19-20, 

15.39: Mk 1.11; 9.7. 15.40: Jn 19.25. 15.41: Lk 8.1-3, 

15.42-47: Mt 27.57-61; Lk 23.50-56; Jn 19.38-42; Acts 13.29. 15.42: Deut 21.22-23, 

15.1-8: Mt 28.1-8; Lk 24.1-10; Jn 20.1-2. 16.1: Lk 23.56; Jn 19.39. 



MARK 16 

saw a young man sitting on the right 
side, dressed in a white robe; and they 
were amazed. 6 And he said to them, 
“Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen, he is not here; see the place where 
they laid him. ? But go, tell his disci- 


52 “He has risen 9 * 

pies and Peter that he is going before 
you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
as he told you.” 8 And they went out and 
fled from the tomb; for trembling and 
astonishment had come upon them; and 
they said nothing to any one, for they 
were afraidA 


* Other texts and versions add as Mk 16.9-20 the following passage: 

9 Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had 
east out seven demons. 10 She went and told those who had been with him, as they 1 mourned and wept. H But when they 
heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 

12 After this he appeared in another form to two- of them, as they were walking into the country. V>And they went 
back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 

14 Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they sat at table; and he upbraided them for their unbelief 
and hardness of heart, because they had run believed those who saw him after he had risen. -U And he said to them, 
**Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation. 10 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but 
he who does not believe will be condemned. VAnd these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they wilt 
cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents, and tf they drink any deadly thing, it 
will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they toill recover 

19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand 
of God . 20And they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lora worked with them and confirmed the message 
by the signs that attended it. Amen. 

Other ancient authorities add after verse 8 the following: Bur they reported briefly to Peter and those with him 
all that they had been told. And after this, Jesus himself sent out by means qf them, from east to west, the sacred and 
imperishable proclamation of eternal sahatsotu 
16.7s Mk 14.28; Jn 21.1-23; Mt 28.7. 



THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


LUKE 


i Inasmuch as many have under- 16 And he will turn many of the sons 
taken to compile a narrative of the of Israel to the Lord their God, 

things which have been accomplished 17 and he will go before him in the spirit 
among us, 2 just as they were delivered and power of Eli'jah, 

to us by those who from the beginning to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the children, 

word, 5 it seemed good to me also, and the disobedient to the wisdom of 
having followed all things closely"' for the just, 

some time past, to write an orderly to make ready for the Lord a people 
account for you, most excellent The- prepared.” 

oph'ilus, 4 that you may know the truth 18 And .Zechari'ah said to^ the angel, 
concerning the things of which you have “How shall I know this? For I am an 
been informed. old man, and my wife is advanced in 

years.” 19 And the angel answered him, 
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, “I am Gabriel, who stand in the pres- 
there was a priest named Zechari'ah, & ence of God; and 1 was sent to speak to 
of the division of Abi jah; and he had a you, and to bring you this good news, 
wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her 20 And behold, you will be silent and 
name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were unable to speak until the day that these 
both righteous before God, walking in things come to pass, because you did 
Jill the commandments and ordinances not believe my words, which will be 
of the Lord blameless. 7 But they had fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people 
no child, because Elizabeth was barren, were waiting for Zechari'ah, and they 
and both were advanced in years, wondered at his delay in the temple. 

8 Now while he was serving as priest ^And when he came out, he could not 
before God when his division was on speak to them, and they perceived that 
duty, 9 according to the custom of the he had seen a vision in the temple; and 
priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter he made signs to them and remained 
the temple of the Lord and burn in- dumb. 2 -\And when his time of service 
cense. 10 And the whole multitude of the was ended, he went to his home, 
people were praying outside at the hour 24 After these days his wife Elizabeth 
of incense. 11 And there appeared to him conceived, and for five months she hid 
an angel of the Lord standing on the herself, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has 
right side of the altar of incense. 12 And done to me in the days when he looked 
Zechari'ah was troubled when he saw on me, to take away my reproach among 
him, and fear fell upon him. But the men.” 

angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 26 In the sixth month the angel 
Zechari'ah, for your prayer is heard, Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
son, and you shall call his name John, betrothed to a man whose name was 
14 And you will have joy and gladness. Joseph, of the house of David; and the 
and many will rejoice at his birth; virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came 
15 for he will be great before the Lord, to her and said, “Hail, O favoured one, 
and he shall drink no wine nor strong the Lord is with youl” c 29 But she was 
drink, greatly troubled at the saying, and con- 

and he will be filled with the Holy sidered in her mind what sort of greet- 
Spirit, ing this might be. 30 And the angel said 

even from his mother’s womb. to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

a Or accurately b Greek Zacharias c Other ancient authorities add “ Blessed are you among women!" 
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have found favour with God. 31 And be¬ 
hold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. 

32 He will be great, and will be called. 

the Son of the Most High; 
and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 

33 and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob for ever ; 

and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “Row 
can this be, since I have no husband?” 
35 And the angel said to her, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, 

and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be bom d will be 
called holy, 
the Son of God. 

36 And behold, your kinswoman Eliza¬ 
beth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and tills is the sixth month with 
her who was called barren. 37 For with 
God nothing will be impossible.” 
38 And Mary said, “Behold, i am the 
handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 

39 In those days Mapy arose and went 
with haste into the hill country, to a 
city of Judah, 40 and she entered the 
house of Zechari'ah and greeted Eliza¬ 
beth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in 
her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with 
the Holy Spirit 42 and she exclaimed 
with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
.women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb! 43 And why is this granted me, 
that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? 44 For behold, when the 
voice of your greeting came to my ears, 
the babe in my womb leaped for joy. 
45 And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be* a fulfilment of what 
was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Saviour, 

48 for he has regarded the low estate of 

his handmaiden. 


For behold, henceforth all genera¬ 
tions will call me blessed; 

49 for he who is mighty has done great 

things for me, 
and holy is his name. 

50 And his mercy is on those who fear 

him 

from generation to generation. 

51 He has shown strength with his arm, 
he has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts, 

52 he has put down the mighty from 

their thrones, 

and exalted those of low degree; 

53 he has filled the hungry with good 

things, 

and the rich he has sent empty away. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, 

55 as he spoke to our fathers, 

to Abraham and to his posterity for 
ever.” 

56 And Mary remained with her about 
three months, and returned to her 
home. 

57 Now the time came for Elizabeth 
to be delivered, and she gave birth to a 
son. 58 And her neighbours and kinsfolk 
heard that the Lord had shown great 
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
her. 59 And on the eighth day they came 
to circumcise the child; and they would 
have named him Zechari'ah after his 
father, 60 but his mother said, “Not so; 
he shall be called John.” 61 And they 
said to her, “None of your kindred is 
called by this name.” ^TAnd they made 
signs to his father, inquiring what he 
would have him called. 63 And he asked 
for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His 
name is John.” And they all marvelled. 
^And immediately his mouth was 
opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came 
on all their neighbours. And all these 
things were talked about through all the 
hill country of Judea; 4 <>and all who 
heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, “What then will this child be?” 
For the hand of the Lord was with 
him. 

67 And his father Zechari'ah was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and proph¬ 
esied, saying, 

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
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for he has visited and redeemed his laid him in a manger, because there was 
people, no place for them in the inn. 

69 and has raised up a horn of salvation 8 And in that region there were 

for us shepherds out in the field, keeping 

in the house of his servant David, watch over their flock by night. y And 

70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy an angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

prophets from of old, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

71 that we should be saved from our them, and they were filled with fear. 

enemies, 10 And the angel said to them, “Be not 

and from the hand of all who hate us; afraid; for behold, I bring you good 

72 to perform the mercy promised to news of a great joy which will come to 

our fathers, all the people; 11 for to you is born this 

and to remember his holy covenant, day in the city of David a Saviour, who 

73 the oath which he swore to our father is Christ the Lord. l2 And this will be a 

Abraham, 74 to grant us sign for you: you will find a babe 

that we, being delivered from the wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
hand of our enemies,^ in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was 

might serve him without fear, with the angel a multitude of the heav- 

75 in holiness and righteousness before enly host praising God and saying, 

him all the days of our life. m “Glory to God in the highest, 

76 And you, child, will be called the and on earth peace among men with 

prophet of the Most High; whom he is pleased!”® 

for you will go before the Lord to 15 When the angels went away from 
prepare his ways, them into heaven, the shepherds said to 

77 to give knowledge of salvation to his one another, “Let us go over to Bethle- 

people hem and see this thing that has hap- 

in the forgiveness of their sins, pened, which the Lord has made known 

78 through the tender mercy of our God, to us.” 16 And they went with haste, and 
when the day shall dawn upon/ us found Mary and Joseph, and the babe 

from on high lying in a manger. 17 And when they 

79 to give light to those who sit in dark- saw it they made known the saying 

ness and in the shadow of death, which had been told them concerning 
to guide our feet into the way of this child; 18 and all who heard it won- 
peace.” dered at what the shepherds told them. 

80 And the child grew and became strong But Mary kept all these things, 
in spirit, and he was in the wilderness pondering them in her heart. 20 And the 
till the day of his manifestation to shepherds returned, glorifying and 
Israel. praising God for all they had heard and 

2 In those days a decree went out seen, as it had been told them. 

from Caesar Augustus that all the 21 And at the end of eight days, when 
world should be enrolled. 2 This was he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, 
the first enrolment, when Quirin'i-us the name given by the angel before he 
was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to was conceived in the womb, 
be enrolled, each to his own city. 4 And 22 And when the time came for their 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from purification according to the law of 
the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the Moses, they brought him up to Jeru- 
city of David, which is called Bethle- salem to present hun to the Lord 23 (as 
hem, because he was of the house and it is written in the law of the Lord, 
lineage of David, 5 to be enrolled with “Every male that opens the womb shall 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to 
child. 6 And while they were there, the offer a sacrifice according to what is 
time came for her to be delivered. 7 And said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 
she gave birth to her first-born son and turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 

Or whereby; the dayspring will visit. Other ancient authorities read since the dayspring has visited 
9 Other ancient authorities read peace , good will among men 
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whose name was Simeon, and this man they went up according to custom; 
was righteous and devout, looking for 43 and when the feast was ended, as they 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy were returning, the boy Jesus stayed 
Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been behind in Jerusalem. His parents did 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that not know it, 44 but supposing him to be 
he should not see death before he had in the company they went a day’s jour- 
seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And inspired nev, and they sought him among their 
by the Spirit* he came into the temple; kinsfolk and acquaintances; 45 and when 
and when the parents brought in the they did not find him, they returned to 
child Jesus, to do for him according to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 After three 
the custom of the law, 28 he took him days they found him in the temple, 
up in his arms and blessed God and sitting among the teachers, listening to 
said, them and asking them questions; 47 and 

29 “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant all who heard him were amazed at his 

depart in peace, understanding and his answers. 4s And 

according to thy word; when they saw him they were aston- 

30 for mine eyes have seen thy salvation ished; and his mother said to him, 

31 which thou hast prepared in the pres- “Son, why have you treated us so? 

ence of all peoples. Behold, your father and I have been 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, looking for you anxiously.” 49 And he 
and for glory to thy people Israel.” said to them, “How is it that you sought 
33 And his father and his mother me? Did you not know that I must be 

marvelled at what was said about him; in my Father’s house?” 50 And they did 

34 and Simeon blessed them and said not understand the saying which he 

to Mary his mother, spoke to them. 51 And he went down 

“Behold, this child is set for the fall with them and came to Nazareth, and 
and rising of many in Israel, was obedient to them; and his mother 
and for a sign that is spoken against kept all these things in her heart. 

35 (and a sword will pierce through your 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom 

own soul also), and in stature,* and in favour with God 

that thoughts out of many hearts may and man. 
be revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, O In the fifteenth year of the reign 
the daughter of Phan'u-el, of the tribe D of Tibe'ri-us Caesar, Pontius Pilate 
of Asher; she was of a great age, having being governor of Judea, and Herod 
lived with her husband seven years being tetrarch of Galilee, and his 
from her virginity, 37 and as a widow brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
till she was eighty-four. She did not Iturae'a and Trachoni'tis, and Lysa'- 
depart from the temple, worshipping ni-as tetrarch of Abile'ne, 2 in the high- 
with fasting and prayer night and day. priesthood of Annas and Ca'iaphas, the 
38 And coming up at that very hour she word of God came to John the son of 
gave thanks to God, and spoke of him Zechari'ah in the wilderness; 3 and he 
to all who were looking for the redemp- went into all the region about the Jor- 
tion of Jerusalem. dan, preaching a baptism of repentance 

39 And when they had performed for the forgiveness of sins. *As it is 
everything according to the law of the written in the book of the words of 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to Isaiah the prophet, 
their own city, Nazareth. 40 And the “The voice of one crying in the wil- 
child grew and became strong, filled derness: 

with wisdom; and the favour of God Prepare the way of the Lord, 
was upon him. make his paths straight. 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem 5 Every valley shall be filled, 
every year at the feast of the Passover. and every mountain and mil shall be 
42 And when he was twelve years old, brought low, 

4 Or in the Spirit * Or years 
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John's exhortations 

and the crooked shall be made 
straight, 

and the rough ways shall be made 
smooth; 

6 and all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God.” 

7 He said therefore to the multitudes 
that crime out to be baptized by him, 
'‘You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? 
!l Bear fruits that befit repentance, and 
do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abiaham. 9 Even 
now the axe is laid to the root of the 
trees; every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” 

10 And the multitudes asked him, 
“What then shall we do?” 11 And he 
answered them, "He who has two coats, 
let him share with him who has none; 
and he who has food, let him do like¬ 
wise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized, and said to him, "Teacher, 
what shall we do?” i3 And he said to 
them, "Collect no more man is ap¬ 
pointed you.” 14 Soldiers also asked 
him, "And we, what shall we do?” And 
he said to them, “Rob no one by 
violence or by false accusation, and be 
content with your wages.” 

15 As the people were in expectation, 
and all men questioned in their hearts 
concerning John, whether perhaps he 
were the Christ, 16 John answered them 
all, “I baptize you with water; but he 
who is mightier than I is coming, the 
thong of whose sandals I am not worthy 
to untie; he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His win¬ 
nowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor, and to gather the wheat 
into his granary, but the chaff he will 
bum with unquenchable fire.” 

18 So, with many other exhortations, 
he preached good news to the people. 
1£) But Herod the tetrarch, who had been 
reproved by him for Hero'di-as, his 
brother’s wife, and for all the evil things 
that Herod had done, 20 added this to 
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them all, that he shut up John in 

prison. 

21 Now when all the people were 
baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the 
heaven was opened, 22 and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him 
in bodily form, as a dove, and a voice 
came from heaven, “Thou art my 
beloved Sonwith thee I am well 
pleased.”* 

23 Jesus, when he began his min¬ 
istry, was about thirty years of age, 
being the son (as was supposed) of 
Joseph, die son of Heli, 24 the son of 
Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of 
Melchi, the son of Janiia-i, the son of 
Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathi'as, the 
son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son 
of Esli, the son of Nag'ga-i, 26 the son of 
Ma'ath, the son of Mattathi'as, the son 
of Sem'e-in, the son of Josecli, the son 
of joda, 27 the son of Jo-an'an, the son 
of Rhesa, the son of Zerub babel, 
the son of Sheal ti-el, 1 the son of Neri, 
28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, 
the son of Cosam, the son of Elma'dam, 
the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the 
son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son 
of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of 
Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of 
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of 
Eli'akim, 31 the son of Mele-a, the 
son of Menna, the son of Mat'tatha, 
the son of Nathan, the son of David, 
32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the 
son of Bo'az, the son of Sala, the son of 
Nahshon, 33 the son of Ammin'adab, 
the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the 
son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the 
son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the 
son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, the 
son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the 
son of Serag, the son of Re 'u, the son of 
Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of 
Shelah, 36 the son of Ca-inan, the son 
of Arphax 'ad, the son of Shem, the son 
of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son 
of Methu'selah, the son of Enoch, the 
son of Jared, the son of Maha'lale-el, 
the son of Ca-i'nan, 38 the son of Enos, 


J Or my Son , my (or the) Beloved * Other indent authorities read today I have begotten thee 
1 Greek Salathitl 
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the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the 
son of God. 

4 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
returned from the Jordan, and was 
led by the Spirit 2 for forty days in the 
wilderness, tempted by the devil. And 
he ate nothing in those days; and when 
they were ended, he was hungry. 3 The 
devil said to him, “If you are die Son of 
God, command this stone to become 
bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, 
“It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone.* ** 5 And the devil took him 
up, and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment of time, 6 and 
said to him, “To you I will give all this 
authority and their glory; for it has 
been delivered to me, and I give it to 
whom I will. 7 If you, then, will wor¬ 
ship me, it shall all be yours.” 8 And 
Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

‘You shall worship the Lord your 
God, 

and him only shall you serve.* *’ 

9 And he took him to Jerusalem, and set 
him on the pinnacle of the temple, and 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down from here; 10 for 
it is written, 

‘He will give his angels charge of you, 
to guard you,’ 

H and 

‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.’ ” 

I2 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, 
*You shall not tempt the Lord your 
God.* ” I3 And when the devil had 
ended every temptation, he departed 
from him until an opportune time. 

14 And Jesus returned in the power 
of the Spirit into Galilee, and a report 
concerning him went out through all 
the surrounding country. * 5 And he 
taught in their synagogues, being 
glorified by ail. 

16 And he came to Nazareth, where 
he had been brought up; and he went 
to the synagogue, as his custom was, 
on the sabbath day. And he stood up 
to read; 17 and there was given to him 
the book of the prophet Isaiah. He 


opened the book and found the place 
where it was written, 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to 

preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are 
oppressed, 

19 to proclaim the .acceptable year of the 

Lord.” 

20 And he closed the book, and gave it 
back to the attendant, and sat down; 
and the eyes of ail in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. 21 And he began to 
say to them, “Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 And 
all spoke well of him, and wondered at 
the gracious words which proceeded 
out of his mouth; and they said, “Is not 
this Joseph’s son?” 23 And he said to 
them, “Doubtless you will quote to me 
this proverb, ‘Physician, heal yourself; 
what we have heard you did at Caper 
na-um, do here also in your own 
country.’ ” 24 And he said, “Truly, I say 
to you, no prophet is acceptable in his 
own country. 23 But in truth, I tell you, 
there were many widows in Israel in 
the days of Eli'jah, when the heaven 
was shut up three years and six months, 
when there came a great famine over 
all the land; 26 and Eli'jah was sent to 
none of them but only to Zar'ephath, in 
the land of Sidon, to a woman who was 
a widow. 27 And there were many lepers 
in Israel in the time of the prophet 
Eli'sha; and none of them was cleansed, 
but only Na'aman the Syrian.” 28 When 
they heard this, all in the synagogue 
were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose 
up and put him out of the city, and led 
him to the brow of the hill on which 
their city was built, that they might 
throw him down headlong. 39 But 
passing through the midst of them he 
went away. 

31 And he went down to Caper'- 
na-um, a city of Galilee. And he was 
teaching them on the sabbath; 32 and 
they were astonished at his teaching, for 
his word was with authority. 33 And in 
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Call of Simon Peter 
the synagogue there was a man who had 
the spirit of an unclean demon; and he 
cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ah! m 
What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are, the Holy One 
of God.” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” And when the demon had 
thrown him down in the midst, he came 
out of him, having done him no harm. 
3t »And they were all amazed and said to 
one another, “What is this word? For 
with authority and power he commands 
the unclean spirits, and they come out.” 
37 And reports of him went out into 
every place in the surrounding region. 

38 And he arose and left the syna¬ 
gogue, and entered Simon’s house. Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a 
high fever, and they besought him for 
her. 39 And he stood over her and 
rebuked the fever, and it left her; and 
immediately she rose and served them. 

40 Now when the sun was setting, 
all those who had any that were sick 
with various diseases brought them to 
him; and he laid his hands on every one 
of them and healed them. 41 And de¬ 
mons also came out of many, crying, 
“You are the Son of God!” But he 
rebuked them, and would not allow 
them to speak, because they knew that 
he was the Christ. 

42 And when it was day he departed 
and went into a lonely place. .And the 
people sought him and came to him, 
and would have kept him from leaving 
them; 43 but he said to them, “I must 
preach the good news of the kingdom 
of God to the other cities also; for I was 
sent for this purpose.” 44 And he was 
preaching in the synagogues of Judea.” 

5 While the people pressed upon 
him to hear the word of God, he 
was standing by the lake of Gcnnes'- 
aret. 2 And he saw two boats by the lake; 
but the fishermen had gone out of them 
and were washing their nets. 3 Getting 
into one of the boats, which was 
Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little 
from the land. And he sat down and 
taught the people from the boat. 4 And 

m Or Let us along n Other ancient authorities read Galilee 
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when he had ceased speaking, he said 
to Simon, “Put out into the deep and 
let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And 
Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all 
night and took nothing! But at your 
word I will let down the nets.” 6 And 
when they had done this, they enclosed 
a great shoal of fish; and as their nets 
were breaking, 7 they beckoned to their 
partners in the other boat to come and 
help them. And they came and filled 
both the boats, so that they began to 
sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he 
fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “De¬ 
part from me, for I am a sinful man, 
O Lord.” 9 For he was astonished, and 
all that were with him, at the catch of 
fish which they had taken; 10 and so also 
were James and John, sons of Zeb'edee, 
who were partners with Simon. And 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
henceforth you will be catching men.” 
H And when they had brought their 
boats to land, they left everything and 
followed him. 

12 While he was in one of the cities, 
there came a man full of leprosy; and 
when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face 
and besought him, “Lord, if you will, 
you can make me clean.” 13 And he 
stretched out his hand, and touched 
him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And 
immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And 
he charged him to tell no one; but “go 
and show yourself to the priest, and 
make an offering for your cleansing, as 
Moses commanded, for a proof to the 
people.” 0 ts But so much the more the 
report went abroad concerning him; 
and great multitudes gathered to hear 
and to be healed of their infirmities. 
16 But he withdrew to the wilderness 
and prayed. 

17 On one of those days, as he was 
teaching, there were Pharisees and 
teachers of the law sitting by, who had 
come from every village of Galilee and 
Judea and from Jerusalem; and the 
power of the Lord was with him to 
heal.* 5 18 And behold, men were bring¬ 
ing on a bed a man who was paralysed, 
and they sought to bring him in and 
lay him before Jesus;® but finding no 

Greek to them 
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way to bring him in, because of the tears a piece from a new garment and 
crowd, they went up on the roof and puts it upon an old garment; if he does, 
let him down with his bed through the he will tear the new, and the piece from 
tiles into the midst before Jesus. 20 And the new will not match the old. 37 And 
when he saw their faith he said, “Man, no one puts new wine into old wine- 
your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the skins; if he does, the new wine will 
scribes and the Pharisees began to ques- burst the skins and it will be spilled, 
tion, saying, “Who is this that speaks and the skins will be destroyed. 38 But 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but new wine must be put into fresh wine- 
God only?” 22 When Jesus perceived skins. - V) And no one after drinking old 
their questionings, he answered them, wine desires new; for he says, ‘The old 
“Why do you question in your hearts? is good.’ ” e 

23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are fC On a sabbath,* while he was going 
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and H through the grainfields, his disciples 
walk’? 24 But that you may know that plucked and ate some ears of grain, 
the Son of man has authority on earth rubbing them in their hands. 2 But some 
to forgive sins”—he said to the man of the Pharisees said, “Why are you 
who was paralysed—“I say to you, doing what is not lawful to do on the 
rise, take up your bed and go home.” sabbath?” 3 And Jesus answered, “Have 
25And immediately he rose before them, you not read what David did when he 
and took up that on which he lay, and was hungry, he and those who were with 
went home, glorifying God. 2f ’And him: 4 how he entered the house of God, 
amazement seized them all, and they and took and ate the bread of the 
glorified God and were filled with awe. Presence, which it is not lawful for any 
saying, “We have seen strange things but the priests to cat, and also gave it to 
today.” those with him?” 5 And he said to them, 

27 After this he went out, and saw a “The Son of man is lord of the 
tax collector, named Levi, sitting at the sabbath.” 

tax office; and he said to him, “Follow 6 On another sabbath, when he en- 
me.” 28 And he left everything, and rose tered the synagogue and taught, a man 
and followed nim. was there whbse right hand was 

29 And Levi made him a great feast withered. 7 And the scribes and the 
in his house; and there was a large Pharisees watched him, to see whether 
company of tax collectors and others he would heal on the sabbath, so that 
sitting at table r with them. 30 And the they might find an accusation against 
Pharisees and their scribes murmured him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and 
against his disciples, saying, “Why do he said to the man who had the withered 
you eat and drink with tax collectors hand, “Come and stand here.” And he 
and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered rose and stood there. ‘'And Jesus said 
them, “Those who are well have no to them, “I ask you, is it lawful on the 
need of a physician, but those who are sabbath to do good or to do harm, to 
sick; 32 1 have not come to call the save life or to destroy it?” 10 And he 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” looked around cn them all, and said 
33 And they said to him, “The disci- to him, “Stretch out your hand.” And 
pies of John fast often and offer prayers, he did so, and his hand was restored, 
and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, 11 But they were filled with fury and 
but yours eat and drink.” 34 And Jesus discussed with one another what they 
said to them, “Can you make wedding might do to Jesus, 
guests fast while the bridegroom is with 

them? 35 The days will come, when the 12 In these days he went out into the 
bridegroom is taken away from them, hills to pray; and all night he continued 
and then they will fast in those days.” in prayer to God. 13 And when it was 
36 He told them a parable also; “No one day, he called his disciples, and chose 

r Greek reclining * Other ancient authorities read better 

* Other ancient authorities read Cn the second first sabbath (on the second sabbath after the first) 
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Love and judgment 61 

from them twelve, whom he named 
apostles; 14 Simon, whom he named 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, and 
James and John, and Philip, and Bar¬ 
tholomew, 15 and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and James the son of Ai- 
phaeus, and Simon who was called the 
Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, 
and Judas Iscariot, who became a 
traitor. 

17 And he came down with them and 
stood on a level place, with a great 
crowd of his disciples and a great multi¬ 
tude of people from all Judea and Jeru¬ 
salem and the seacoast of Tyre and 
Si don, who came to hear him and to be 
healed of their diseases ; 18 and those 
who were troubled with unclean spirits 
were cured. lv And all the crowd sought 
to touch him, for power came forth 
from him and healed them all. 

20 And he lifted up his eyes on his 
disciples, and said: 

“Blessed are you poor, for yours is 
the kingdom of God. 

21 “Blessed arc you that hunger now, 
for you shall be satisfied. 

“Blessed are you that weep now, for 
you shall laugh. 

22 “Blessed are you when men hate 
you, and when they exclude you and 
revile you, and cast out your name as 
evil, on account of the Son of man! 

23 Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, 
for behold, your reward is great in 
heaven; for so their fathers did to the 
prophets. 

21 “But woe to you that are rich, for 
you have received your consolation. 

25 “Woe to you that are full now, for 
you shall hunger. 

“Woe to you that laugh now, for you 
shall mourn and weep. 

26 “Woe to you, when all men speak 
well of you, for so their fathers did to 
the false prophets. 

27 “But I say to you that hear, Love 
your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you. 2Q To 
him who strikes you on the cheek, offer 
the other also; and from him who takes 
away your cloak do not withhold your 


LUKE 6 

coat as well. 3° Give to every one who 
begs from you; and of him who takes 
away your goods do not ask them again. 
31 And as you wish that men would do 
to you, do so to them. 

32 “If you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33 And 
if you do good to those who do good to 
3 'ou, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 3fAnd if you 
lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, to receive as 
much again. 35 But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, expecting noth¬ 
ing in return; 1 ’ and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High; for he is kind to the ungrateful 
and the selfish. 36 Be merciful, even as 
your Father is merciful. 

37 “Judge not, and you will not be 
judged; condemn not, and you will not 
be condemned; forgive, and you will be 
forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to 
you; good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be 
put into your lap. For the measure 
you give will be the measure you get 
back.” 

39 He also told them a parable: “Can 
a blind man lead a blind man? Will they 
not both fall into a pit? 4<) A disciple is 
not above bis teacher, but every one 
when he is fully taught will be like his 
teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck 
that is in your brother’s eye, but do not 
notice the log that is in your own eye? 
4 - Or how can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother, let me take out the speck that 
is in your eye,’ when you yourself do 
not see the log that is in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of 
your own eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take out the speck that is in 
your brother’s eye. 

43 “For no good tree bears bad fruit, 
nor again does a bad tree bear good 
fruit; 44 for each tree is known by its 
own fruit. For figs are not gathered 
from thorns, nor are grapes picked from 
a bramble bush. 45 The good man out of 
the good treasure of his heart produces 

6.20-23: Mt 5.3-12, 
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good, and the evil man out of his evil 
treasure produces evil; for out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaks. 

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, 
Lord,* and not do what I tell you? 
47 Every one who comes to me and 
hears my words and does them, I will 
show you what he is like: 48 he is like 
a man building a house, who dug deep, 
and laid the foundation upon rock; and 
when a flood arose, the stream broke 
against that house, and could not shake 
it, because it had been well built . w 
49 But he who hears and does not do 
them is like a man who built a house on 
the ground without a foundation; 
against which the stream broke, and 
immediately it fell, and the min of that 
house was great.” 

7 After he had ended all his sayings 
in the hearing of the people he 
entered Caper'na-um. 2 Now a centu¬ 
rion had a slave who was dear^ to him, 
who was sick and at the point of death. 
3 When he heard of Jesus, he sent to 
him elders of the Jews, asking him to 
come and heal his slave. 4 And when 
they came to Jesus, they besought him 
earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have 
you do this for him, 5 for he loves our 
nation, and he built us our synagogue.” 
6 And Jesus went with them. When he 
was not far from the house, the centu¬ 
rion sent friends to him, saying to him, 
“Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am 
not worthy to have you come under my 
roof; 7 therefore I did not presume to 
come to you. But say the word, and let 
my servant be healed. 8 For I am a man 
set under authority, with soldiers under 
me: and I say to one, ‘Go,* and he goes; 
and to another, ‘Come,* and he comes; 
and to my slave, ‘Do this/ and he does 
it.” 9 When Jesus heard this he mar¬ 
velled at him, and turned and said to the 
multitude that followed him, “I tell 
you, not even in Israel have I found 
such faith.” 10 And when those who had 
been sent returned to the house, they 
found the slave well. 

11 Soon afterward* he went to a city 


called Na'in, and his disciples and a 
great crowd went with him. 12 As he 
drew near to the gate of the city, behold, 
a man who had died was being carried 
out, the only son of his mother, and she 
was a widow; and a large crowd from 
the city was with her. 13 And when the 
Lord saw her, he had compassion on 
her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 
i 4 And he came and touched the bier, 
and the bearers stood still. And he said, 
“Young man, I say to you, arise.” 
15 And the dead man sat up, and began 
to speak. And he gave him to his 
mother. 16 Fear seized them all; and 
they glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet has arisen among us!” and 
“God has visited his people!” 17 And 
this report concerning him spread 
through the whole of Judea and all the 
surrounding country. 

18 The disciples of John told him of 
all these things. l9 And John, calling to 
him two of his disciples, sent them to 
the Lord, saying, “Are you he who is 
to come, or shall we look for another?” 
20 And when the men had come to him, 
they said, “John the Baptist has sent 
us to you, saying, ‘Are you he who is 
to come, or shall we look for another?’ ” 
21 In that hour he cured many of dis¬ 
eases and plagues and evil spirits, and 
on many that were blind he bestowed 
sight. ^And he answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you have seen and 
heard: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the 

S oor have good news preached to them. 

And blessed is he who takes no 
offence at me.” 

24 When the messengers of John had 
gone, he began to speak to the crowds 
concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to behold? A 
reed shaken by the wind? 25 What then 
did you go out to see? A man clothed in 
soft raiment? Behold, those who are 
gorgeously apparelled and live in luxury 
are in kings’ courts. 26 What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 
I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
27 This is he of whom it is written. 


w Other ancient authorities read founded upon the rock x Or valuable 
* Other ancient authorities read Next day 
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‘Behold, I send my messenger before 42 When they could not pay, he forgave 


thy face, 

who shall prepare thy way before 
thee.’ 

281 tell you, among those born of 
women none is greater than John; yet 
he who is least in the kingdom of God 
is greater than he.” 29 (When they 
heard this all the people and the tax 
collectors justified God, having been 
baptized with the baptism of John; 
30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers 
rejected the purpose of God for them¬ 
selves, not having been baptized by 
him.) 

31 “To what then shall I compare 
the men of this generation, and what 
are they like? 32 They are like children 
sitting in the market place and calling 
to one another, 

‘We piped to you, and you did not 
dance; 

we w'ailed, and you did not weep.’ 
33 For John the Baptist has come eating 
no bread and drinking no wine; and 
you say. Tie has a demon.’ 34 The Son 
of man has come eating and drinking; 
and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ 35 Yet wisdom is justified by 
all her children.” 

3b One of the Pharisees asked him 
to eat with him, and he went into the 
Pharisee’s house, and sat at table. 
37 And behold, a woman of the city, who 
was a sinner, when she learned that he 
was sitting at table in the Pharisee’s 
house, brought an alabaster flask of 
ointment, 38 and standing behind him 
at his feet, weeping, she began to wet 
his feet with her tears, and wiped them 
with the hair of her head, and kissed 
his feet, and anointed them with the 
ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee 
who had invited him saw it, he said to 
himself, “If this man were a prophet, 
he would have known who and what sort 
of woman this is who is touching him, 
for she is a sinner.” 40 And Jesus answer¬ 
ing said to him, “Simon, I have some¬ 
thing to say to you.” And he answered, 
“What is it. Teacher?” 41 “A certain 
creditor had two debtors; one owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 


them both. Now which of them will 
love him more?” 43 Simon answered, 
“The one, I suppose, to whom he for¬ 
gave more.” And he said to him, “You 
have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning 
toward the woman he said to Simon, 
“Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house, you gave me no water for 
my feet, but she has wet my feet with 
her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You gave me no kiss, but from the 
time 1 came in she has not ceased to 
kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my 
head with oil, but she has anointed my 
feet with ointment. 47 Therefore X tell 
you, her sins, which are many, are for¬ 
given, for she loved much; but he who 
is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he 
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 Then those who were at table with 
him began to say among themselves, 
“Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 
50 And he said to the woman, “Your 
faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

8 Soon afterward he went on through 
cities and villages, preaching and 
bringing the good news of the kingdom 
of God. And the twelve were with him, 
2 and also some women who had been 
healed of evil spirits and infirmities: 
Mary, called Mag'dalene, from whom 
seven demons had gone out, 3 and 
Jo-an'na, the wife of Chu'za, Herod’s 
steward, and Susanna, and many others, 
who provided for them z out of their 
means. 

4 And when a great crowd came to¬ 
gether and people from town after town 
came to him, he said in a parable: 5 “A 
sower went out to sow his seed; and as 
he sowed, some fell along the path, and 
was Trodden under foot, and the birds 
of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on 
the rock; and as it grew up, it withered 
away, because it had no moisture. 7 And 
some fell among thorns; and the thorns 
grew with it and choked it. 8 And some 
fell into good soil and grew, and yielded 
a hundredfold.” As he said this, he 
called out, “He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear.” 

9 And when his disciples asked him 
what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To 


1 Other ancient authorities read him 
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you it has been given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom of God; but for 
others they are in parables, so that 
seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand. 11 Now the 
parable is this: The seed is the word of 
God. 12 The ones along the path are 
those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from 
their hearts, that they may not believe 
and be saved. 13 And the ones on the 
rock are those who, when they hear the 
word, receive it with joy; but these have 
no root, they believe for a while and in 
time of temptation fall away. 14 And as 
for what fell among the thorns, they 
are those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by the cares 
and riches and pleasures of life, and 
their fruit does not mature. 15 And as for 
that in the good soil, they are those who, 
hearing the word, hold it fast in an 
honest and good heart, and bring forth 
fruit with patience. 

16 “No one after lighting a lamp 
covers it with a vessel, or puts it under 
a bed, but puts it on a stand, that those 
who enter may see the light. 17 For 
nothing is hid that shall not be made 
manifest, nor anything secret that shall 
not be known and come to light. 

Take heed then how you hear; for to 
him who has will more be given, and 
from him who has not, even what he 
thinks that he has will be taken away.” 

19 Then his mother and his brothers 
came to him, but they could not reach 
him for the crowd. 20 And he was told, 
“Your mother and your brothers are 
standing outside, desiring to see you.” 
21 But he said to them, “My mother 
and my brothers are those who hear 
the word of God and do it.” 

22 One day he got into a boat with 
his disciples, and he said to them, “Let 
us go across to the other side of the 
lake.” So they set out, 23 and as they 
sailed he fell asleep. And a storm of 
wind came down on the lake, and they 
were filling with water, and were in 
danger. 24 And they went and woke 
him, saying, “Master, Master, we are 
perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked 
the wind and the raging waves; and 


64 Legion of demons cast out 

they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 He 
said to them, “Where is your faith?” 
And they were afraid, and they mar¬ 
velled, saying to one another, “Who then 
is this, that he commands even wind 
and water, and they obey him?” 

26 Then they arrived at the country 
of the Ger'ascnes,® which is opposite 
Galilee. 27 And as he stepped out on 
land, there met him a man from the city 
who had demons; for a long time he 
had worn no clothes, and he lived not 
in a house but among the tombs. 

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and 
fell down before him, and said with a 
loud voice, “What have you to do with 
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 
I beseech you, do not torment me.” 

29 For he had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man. (For 
many a time it had seized him; he was 
kept under guard, and bound with 
chains and fetters, but he broke the 
bonds and was driven by the demon 
into the desert.) 30 Jesus then asked 
him, “What is your name?” And he 
said, “Legion”; for many demons had 
entered him. 31 And they begged him 
not to command them to depart into 
the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of swine 
was feeding there on the hillside; and 
they begged him to let them enter 
these. So he gave them leave. 33 Then 
the demons came out of the man and 
entered the swine, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and 
were drowned. 

34 When the herdsmen saw what had 
happened, they fled, and told it in the 
city and in the country. 3S Then people 
went out to see what had happened, and 
they came to Jesus, and found the man 
from whom the demons had gone, 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and 
in his right mind; and they were afraid. 
36 And those who had seen it told them 
how he who had been possessed with 
demons was healed. 37 Then all the 
people of the surrounding country of 
the Ger asenes® asked him to depart 
from them; for they were seized with 
great fear; so he got into the boat and 
returned. 38 The man from whom the 
demons had gone begged that he might 

esents 
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Jairus 9 daughter raised 65 LUKE S> 

be with him; but he sent him away, something should be given her to eat. 
saying, 39 “Return to your home, and 56 And her parents were amazed; but 
declare how much God has done for he charged them to tell no one what 
you.” And he went away, proclaiming had happened. 

throughout the whole city how much Q called the twelve together 

Jesus had done for him. ^ and gave them power and authority 

40 Now when Jesus returned, the over all demons and to cure diseases, 
crowd welcomed him, for they were all 2 .and he sent them out to preach the 
waiting for him. 41 And there came a kingdom of God and to heal. 3And he 
man named Jairus, who was a ruler of said to them, “Take nothing for your 
the synagogue; and falling at Jesus’feet journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, 
he besought him to come to his house, nor money; and do not have two tunics. 
42 for he had an only daughter, about 4 And whatever house you enter, stay 
twelve years of age, and she was dying, there, and from there depart. 5 And 
As he went, die people pressed wherever they do not receive you, when 
round him. 43 And a woman who had you leave that town shake off the dust 
had a flow of blood for twelve years from your feet as a testimony against, 
and could not be healed bv any one, them/' 6 And they departed and went 
44 came up behind him, and touched through the villages, preaching the gos- 
the fringe of his garment; and immedi- pel and healing everywhere, 
atdy her flow of blood ceased. 45 And 7 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of 
Jesus said, “Who was it that touched ail that was done, and he. was perplexed, 
me?'’ When all denied it, Peter c said, because it was said by some that John 
“Master, the multitudes surround you had been raised from the dead, 8 by 
and press upon you!” 46 But Jesus said, some that Elilah had appeared, and by 
“Some one touched me; for I perceive others that one of the old prophets had 
that power has gone forth from me.” risen. 9 Herod said, “John I beheaded; 
47 And when the woman saw' that she but who is this about whom I hear such 
was not hidden, she came trembling, tilings?” And he sought to see him. 
and falling down before him declared 10 On their return the apostles told 
in the presence of all the people why him what they had done. And he took 
she had touched him, and how she had them and withdrew apart to a city 
been immediately healed. 48 And he called Beth-sa'ida. 11 When the crowds 
said to her, “Daughter, your faith has learned it, they followed him; and he 
made you well; go in peace.” welcomed them and spoke to them of 

49 While he was still speaking, a man the kingdom of God, and cured those 
from the ruler’s house came and said, who had need of healing. 12 Now the 
“Your daughter is dead; do not trouble day began to wear away; and the twelve 
the Teacher any more.” 50 But Jesus on came and said to him, “Send the crowd 
hearing this answered him, “Do not away, to go into the villages and country 
fear; only believe, and she shaft be round about, to lodge and get provi- 
well.” 51 And when he came to the sions; for we are here in a lonely place.” 
house, he permitted no one to enter 13 But he said to them, “You give them 
with him, except Peter and John and something to eat.” They said, “We have 
James, and the father and mother of no more than five loaves and two fish— 
the child. 52And all were weeping and unless we are to go and buy food for all 
bewailing her; but he said, “Do not these people.” 14 For there were about 
weep; for she is not dead but sleeping.” five thousand men. And he said to his 
53 And they laughed at him, knowing disciples, “Make them sit down in 
that she was dead. 54 But taking her by companies, about fifty each.” 15 And 
the hand he called, saying, “Child, they did so, and made them all sit down, 
arise.” 55And her spirit returned, and And taking the five loaves and the two 
she got up at once; and he directed that fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed 

^ Other ancient authorities add and had spent all her living upon physicians 
e Other ancient authorities add and those who were with him 

8.40-56: Mt 9.18-26; Mk 5.21-43. 8.45: Lk 8.24. 8.46: Lk 5.17; 6.19. 8.48: Mt 9.22; Lk 7.50; 17.19; 18.42. 
8.56: Mt 8.4; Mk 3.12; 7.36; Lk 9.21. 8.1-6: Mt 10.1, 5, 7-11, 14; Mk 6.7-12; Lk 10.4-11. 

8.5: Acts 13.51. 8.7-9: Mt 14.1-2; Mk 6.14-16; Lk 9.19. 9.8: Lk 23.8. 

9.10: Mk 6.30-31 ; Lk 10.17; Jn 1.44. 9.11-17: Mt 14.13-21 ; Mk 6.32-44; Jn 6.1-14; Mk 8.4-10. 

9.13: 2 Kings 4.42-44. 9.16: Lk 22.19; 24.30-31 ; Acts 2.42; 20.11; 27.35. 
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66 The transfiguration 


and broke them, and gave them to the 
disciples to set before the crowd. 17 And 
all ate and were satisfied. And they took 
up what was left over, twelve baskets of 
broken pieces. 

18 Now it happened that as he was 
raying alone the disciples were with 
im; and he asked them, “Who do the 
people say that I am?” J9 And they 
answered, “John the Baptist; but others 
say, Eli'jah; and others, that one of the 
old prophets has risen.” 20 And he said 
to them, “But who do you say that I 
am?” And Peter answered, “The Christ 
of God.” 21 But he charged and com¬ 
manded them to tell this to no one, 
22 saying, “The Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected by the 
eiders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be 
raised.” 

23 And he said to all, “If any man 
would come after me, let him deny him¬ 
self and take up his cross daily and fol¬ 
low me. 24 For whoever would save his 
life will lose it; and whoever loses his 
life for my sake, he will save it. 25 For 
what does it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and loses or forfeits him¬ 
self? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me 
and of my words, of him will the Son 
of man be ashamed when he comes in 
his glory and the glory of the Father and 
of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you 
truly, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death before they see the 
kingdom of God.” 

28 Now about eight days after these 
sayings he took with him Peter and 
John and James, and went up on the 
mountain to pray. 29 And as he was 
praying, the appearance of his counte¬ 
nance was altered, and his raiment be¬ 
came dazzling white. 30 And behold, two 
men talked with him, Moses and 
Eli'jah, 31 who appeared in glory and 
spoke of his departure, which he was to 
accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter 
and those who were with him were 
heavy with sleep but kept awake, and 
they saw his glory and the two men who 
stood with him. 33 And as the men were 


parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is well that we are here; let 
us make three booths, one for you and 
one for Moses and one for Eli'jah”— 
not knowing what he said. 34 As he said 
his, a cloud came and overshadowed 
them; and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came 
out of the cloud, saying, “This is my 
Son, my Chosen;'* listen to him!” 
36 And when the voice had spoken, 
Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silence and told no one in those days 
anything of what they had seen. 

37 On the next day, when they had 
come down from the mountain, a great 
crowd met him. 3s And behold, a man 
from the crowd cried, “Teacher, 1 beg 
you to look upon my son, for he is my 
only child; 39 and behold, a spirit 
seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; 
it convulses him till he foams, and 
shatters him, and will hardly leave him. 
40 And I begged your disciples to cast 
it out, but they could not.” 41 Jesus 
answered, “O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long am I to be with 
you and bear with you? Bring your son 
here.” 42 While he was coming, the 
demon tore him and convulsed him. 
But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, 
and healed the boy, and gave him back 
to his father. 43 And all were astonished 
at the majesty of God. 

But while they were all marveling at 
everything he did, he said to his disci¬ 
ples, 44 “Let these words sink into your 
ears; for the Son of man is to be de¬ 
livered into the hands of men.” 45 But 
they did not understand this saying, 
and it was concealed from them, that 
they should not perceive it; and they 
were afraid to ask him about this say¬ 
ing. 

46 And an argument arose among 
them as to which of them was the 
greatest. 47 But when Jesus perceived 
the thought of their hearts, he took a 
child and put him by his side, 48 and 
said to them, “Whoever receives this 
child in my name receives me, and who¬ 
ever receives me receives him who sent 


* Other ancient authorities read m v Beloved 
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9.46-48; Mt 18.1-5; Mk 933-37. 9.48: Lk 10.16; Mt 10.40, * 



Mission of the seventy 67 LUKE 10 


me; for he who is least among you all 
is the one who is great.” 

49 John answered, “Master, we saw 
a man casting out demons in your 
name, and we forbade him, because he 
does not follow with us.” 50 But Jesus 
said to him, “Do not forbid him; 
for he that is not against you is for 
you.” 

51 When the days drew near for him 
to be received up, he set his face to go 
to Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers 
ahead of him, who went and entered 
a village of the Samaritans, to make 
ready for him ; 53 but the people would 
not receive him, because his face was 
set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his 
disciples James and John saw it, they 
said, “Lord, do you want us to bid fire 
come down from heaven and consume 
them?”* 55 Buc he turned and rebuked 
them/ 56 And they went on to another 
village. 

57 As they were going along the road, 
a man said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to 
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests; but the Son of man 
has nowhere to lay his head.” * 9 To 
another he said, “Follow me.” But he 
said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my 
father.” 60 But he said to him, “Leave 
the dead to buyy their own dead; but 
as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom 
of God.” 61 Another said, “1 will follow 
you. Lord; but let me first say farewell 
to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to 
him, “No one who puts his hand to the 
plough and looks back is fit for the king¬ 
dom of God.” 

1A After this the Lord appointed 
lv seventy o others, and sent them 
on ahead of him, two by two, into every 
town and place where he himself was 
about to come. 2 And he said to them, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the la¬ 
bourers are few; pray therefore the Lord 
of the harvest to send out labourers into 
his harvest. 3 Go your way; behold, I 


send you out as lambs in the midst of 
wolves. 4 Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; and salute no one on the road. 
5 Whatever house you enter, first say, 
Teace be to this house!* 6 And if a son 
of peace is there, your peace shall rest 
upon him; but if not, it shall return to 
you. 7 And remain in the same house, 
eating and drinking what they provide, 
for the labourer deserves his wages; do 
not go from house to house. 8 When¬ 
ever you enter a town and they receive 
you, eat what is set before you; 9 heal 
the sick in it and say to them, ‘The king¬ 
dom of God has come near to you/ 
10 Bui whenever you enter a town and 
they do not receive you, go into its 
streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of 
your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off against you; nevertheless know 
this, that the kingdom of God has come 
near. 9 12 1 tell you, it shall be more 
tolerable on that day for Sodom than 
for that town. 

13 “Woe to you, Chora'zin! woe to 
you, Betb-sa'ida! for if the mighty works 
done in you had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long 
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 
14 But it shall be more tolerable in the 
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for 
you. 15 And you, Caper'na-um, will you 
be exalted to heaven? You shall be 
brought down to Hades. 

16 “He who hears you hears me, and 
he who rejects you rejects me, and he 
who rejects me rejects him who sent 
me.” 

17 The seventy^ returned with joy; 
saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in your name!” l8 And he 
said to them, “I saw Satan fall like 
lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have 
given you authority to tread upon ser¬ 
pents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy; and nothing shall 
hurt you. 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice 
in this, that the spirits are subject to 
you; but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.” 


you are of; for the Son of 
iriues read seventy-two 


* Other andent authorities add as Elijah did 

* Other ancient authorities add end ha said, "You do not know what manner . 

man came not to destroy men's lives but to save them" 0 Other ancient aui 
9.49-50: Mk 9.38-40; Lk 11.23. 9.49: Lk 5.5; 8.24, 45; 9.33; 17.13. 
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21 In that same hour he rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank thee, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou hast hidden these things from the 
wise and understanding and revealed 
them to babes; yea. Father, for such 
was thy gracious will.' 1 22 All things have 
been delivered to me by my Father; and 
no one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, or who the Father is except the 
Son and any one to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.” 

23 Then turning to the disciples he 
said privately, “Blessed are the eyes 
which see what you see! 24 For I tell you 
that many prophets and kings desired 
to see what you see, and did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear, and did not 
hear it.” 

25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to 
put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 He said to him, “What is written in 
the law? How do you read?” 27 And he 
answered, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, 
and with all your mind; and your neigh¬ 
bour as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, 
“You have answered right; do this, and 
you will live.” 

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, 
said to Jesus, “And who is my neigh¬ 
bour?” 30 Jesus replied, “A man was 
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
and he fell among robbers, who stripped 
him and beat him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead. 31 Now by chance a 
priest was going down that road; and 
when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when 
he came to the place and saw him, 
assed by on the other side. 33 But a 
amaritan, as he journeyed, came to 
where he was; and when he saw him, 
he had compassion, 34 and went to him 
and bound up his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine; then he set him on his 
own beast and brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him. 33 And the next 
day he took out two denarii* and gave 
them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take 


(5g The good Samaritan 

care of him; and whatever more you 
spend, I will repay you when 1 come 
back.’ 3f > Which of these three, do you 
think, proved neighbour to the man who 
fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, 
“The one who showed mercy on him.” 
And Jesus said to him, “Go and do 
likewise.” 

38 Now as they went on their way, 
he entered a village; and a woman 
named Martha received him into her 
house. 39 And she had a sister called 
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 
listened to his teaching, 40 But Martha 
was distracted with much serving; and 
she went to him and said, “Lord, do 
you not care that my sister has left me 
to serve alone? Tell her then to help 
me.” 41 But the Lord answered her. 
“Martha, Martha, you arc anxious and 
troubled about many tilings; 42 one 
thing is needl'uld Mary has chosen the 
good portion, which shall not be taken 
away from her.” 

n He was praying in a certain 
place, and when he ceased, one 
of his disciples said to him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, as John taught his 
disciples.” 2 And he said to them, 
“When you pray, say: 

“Father, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our 
daily bread;* 4 and forgive us our 
sins, for we ourselves forgive every one 
who is indebted to us; and lead us not 
into temptation.” 

5 And he said to them, “Which of 
you who has a friend will go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves; * for a friend of mine 
has arrived on a journey, and I have 
nothing to set before him’; 7 and he 
will answer from within, ‘Do not bother 
me; the door is now shut, and my 
children are with me in bed; I cannot 
get up and give you anything’? ® I tell 
you, though he will not get up and give 
him anything because he is his friend, 
yet because of his importunity he will 
rise and give him whatever he needs. 
9 And I tell you. Ask, and it will be 
given you; seek, and you will find; 


" Or so it was votll-pleasing before thee * The denarius was worth about seventeen pence 
1 Other ancient authorities read few things are needful, or only one * Or our bread for the morrow 
I041-22t Mt 11.25-27. I041t 1 Cor 1.26-29. 1042: Mt 28.18; Jn 335; 133; 10.15; 17.25. 
10.2S.24t Mt 13.16-17; Jn 8.56; Heb 11.13; 1 Pet 1.10-12. 1045-28: Mt 22.34-39; Mk 12.28-31. 
B045t Mk 10.17; Mt 19.16; Lk 18.18. 1047t Dcut 6.5; Lev 19.18; Rom 13.9; Gal 5.14; Jas 2.8. 
1048t Lk 20.39; Lev 18.5. 10.S3* Lk 9.51-56; 17.11-19; Jn 4.4-42, 1048-42t Jn 12.1-3; 11.1-45, 
10.41t Lk 7.13. ll.lt Mk 135; Lk 3.21; 5.16; 6.12: 9.18, 28; 533; 7.18. 11.2-41 Mt 6.9-13, 

11.4s Mk 11.25; Mt 1835. 114-8: Lk 18.1-8. U.O-lSt Mt 7.7-11. 

ILOt Mt 16.19; 2142; Mk 1144; Jaa 134; 1 Jn 5.14-15; Jn 15.7; 1643-24. 
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knock and it will be opened to you. crowd raised her voice and said to him, 
10 For every one who asks receives, and “Blessed is the womb that bore you, 
he who seeks finds, and to him who and the breasts that you sucked!’ 5 
knocks it will be opened. 11 What father 28 But he said, “Blessed rather are those 
among you, if his son asks for* a fish, who hear the word of God and keep it!” 
will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 29 When the crowds were increasing, 

12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him he began to say, “This generation is an 
a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, evil generation; it seeks a sign, but no 
know how to give good gifts to your sign shall be given to it except the sign 
children, how much more will the of Jonah. 30 For as Jonah became a sign 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to the men of Nineveh, so will the Son 
to those who ask him!” of man be to this generation. 31 The 

14 Now he was casting out a demon queen of the South will arise at the 
that was dumb; when the demon had judgment with the men of this genera- 
gone out, the dumb man spoke, and the tion and condemn them; for she came 
people marvelled. 15 But some of them from the ends of the earth to hear the 
said, “He casts out demons by Be-el'- wisdom of Solomon, and behold, some- 
zebul, the prince of demons”; 16 while thing greater than Solomon is here, 
others, to test him, sought from him a 32 The men of Nin'eveh will arise at the 
sign from heaven. 17 But he, knowing judgment with this generation and con- 
their thoughts, said to them, “Every dcmn it; for they repented at the 
kingdom divided against itself is laid preaching of Jonah, and behold, some- 
waste, and house falls upon house, thing greater than Jonah is here. 

18 And if Satan also is divided against 33 “No one after lighting a lamp puts 
himself, how will his kingdom stand? it in a cellar or under a bushel, but on 
For you say that I cast out demons by a stand, that those who epter may see 
Be-el'zebul. 19 And if I cast out demons the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your 
by Be-el'zebul, by whom do your sons body; when your eye is sound, your 
cast them out? Therefore they shall be whole body is full of light; but when it 
your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger is not sound, your body is full of dark- 
of God that I cast out demons, then die ness. 35 Therefore be careful lest the 
kingdom of God has come upon you, light in you be darkness. 36 If then your 
21 When a strong man, fully armed, whole body is full of light, having no 
guards his own palace, his goods are in part dark, it will be wholly bright, as 
peace; 22 but when one stronger than when a lamp with its ray6 gives you 
he assails him and overcomes him, he light.” 

takes away his armour in which he 37 While he was speaking, a Pharisee 
trusted, and divides his spoil. 23 He who asked him to dine with him; so he went 
is not with me is against me, and he who in and sat at table. 38 The Pharisee was 
does not gather with me scatters. astonished to see that he did not first 

24 “When the unclean spirit has gone wash before dinner. 39 And the Lord said 
out of a man, he passes through water- to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the 
less places seeking rest; and finding outside of the cup and of the dish, but 
none he says, T wifi return to my house inside you are full of extortion and 
from which I came.’ 25 And when he wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not he 
comes he finds it swept and put in who made the outside make the inside 
order. 26 Then he goes and brings seven also? 41 But give for alms those things 
other spirits more evil than himself, which are within; and behold, every- 
and they enter and dwell there; and the thing is clean for you. 
last state of that man becomes worse 42 “But woe to you Pharisees! for you 
than the first.” tithe mint and rue and every herb, and 

27 As he said this, a woman in the neglect justice and the love of God; 

* Other ancient authorities insert bread , will give him a stone; or if he asks for 
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these you ought to have done, without 
neglecting the others. 43 Wt>e to you 
Pharisees! for you love the best seat in 
the synagogues and salutations in the 
market places. 44 Woe to you! for you 
are like graves which are not seen, and 
men walk over them without knowing 
it.” 

45 One of the lawyers answered him, 
"Teacher, in saying this you reproach 
us also.” 46 And he said, "Woe to you 
lawyers also! for you load men with 
burdens hard to bear, and you your¬ 
selves do not touch the burdens with 
one of your fingers. 47 Woe to you! for 
you build the tombs of the prophets 
whom your fathers killed. 48 So you are 
witnesses and consent to the deeds of 
your fathers; for they killed them, and 
you build their tombs. 49 Therefore also 
the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send 
them prophets and apostles, some of 
whom they will kill and persecute,* 

50 that the blood of all the prophets, 
shed from the foundation of the world, 
may be required of this generation, 

51 from the blood of Abel to the blood 
of Zechari'ah, who perished between 
the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell 
you, it shall be required of this genera¬ 
tion. 52 Woe to you lawyers! for you 
have taken away the key of knowledge; 
you did not enter yourselves and you 
hindered those who were entering.” 

53 As he went away from there, the 
scribes and the Pharisees began to press 
him hard, and to provoke him to speak 
of many things, 54 lying in wait for him, 
to catch at something he might say. 

“I In the meantime, when so many 
XJL thousands of the multitude had 
gathered together that they trod upon 
one another, he began to say to his 
disciples first, "Beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
2 Nothing is covered up that will not 
be revealed, or hidden that will not be 
known. 3 Whatever you have said in 
the dark shall be heard in the light, and 
what you have whispered in private 
rooms shall be proclaimed upon the 
housetops. 


70 Parable of ihc rich fool 

4 "I tell you, my friends, do not fear 
Those who kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do. 5 But I 
will warn you whom to fear: fear him 
who, after he has killed, has power to 
cast into hell;™ yes, 1 tell you, fear 
him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for 
two pennies? And not one of them is 
forgotten before God. 7 Why, even the 
hairs of your head are all numbered. 
Fear not; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. 

8 “And I tell you, every one who 
acknowledges me before men, the Son 
of man also will acknowledge before 
the angels of God; 9 but he who denies 
me before men will be denied before 
the angels of God. 10 And every one who 
speaks a word against the Son of man 
will be forgiven; but he who blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit will mg be for¬ 
given. 11 And when they bring you 
before the synagogues and the rulers 
and the authorities, do not be anxious 
how or what you are to answer or what 
you are to say; 12 for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you in that very hour what 
you ought to say.** 

13 One of the multitude said to him* 
"Teacher, bid my brother divide the 
inheritance with me.*’ 14 But he said to 
him, "Man, who made me a judge or 
divider over you?” 15 And he said to 
them, "Take heed, and beware of all 
covetousness; for a man’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of his posses¬ 
sions.” 16 And he told them a parable, 
saying, "The land of a rich man 
brought forth plentifully; 17 and he 
thought to himself, ‘What shall I do. 
for I have nowhere to store my crops? 5 
18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
pull down ray barns, and build larger 
ones; and there I will store all my 
grain and my goods. 19 And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; take your ease, 
eat, drink, be merry.* 20 But God said 
to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you; and the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?* 
21 So is he who lays up treasure 
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Watch and have faith 71 LUKE 12 


for himself, and is not rich toward 
God.’* 

22 And he said to his disciples, 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life, what you shall eat, nor 
about your body, what you shall put 
on. 23 For life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothing. 24 Con¬ 
sider the ravens.* they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 
much more value are you than the 
birds! 25 And which of you by being 
anxious can add a cubit to his span of 
life? 74 26 If then you are not able to do 
as small a thing as that, why are you 
anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the 
lilies, how they grow; they neither toil 
nor spin; 0 yet X tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. But if God so clothes the 
grass which is alive in the field today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
how much more will he clothe you, 
O men of little faith! "°And do not 
seek what you are to eat and what you 
are to drink, nor be of anxious mind. 

For all the nations of the world seek 
these things; and your Father knows 
drat you need them. 31 Instead, seek 
his* 7 kingdom, and these things shall be 
yours as well. 

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, 
and give alms; provide yourselves with 
purses that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not 
fail, where no thief approaches and no 
moth destroys. 34 For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. 

35 “Let your loins be girded and 
your lamps burning, 36 and be like men 
who are waiting for their master to 
come home from the marriage feast, so 
that they may open to him at once when 
he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are 
those servants whom the master finds 
awake when he comes; truly, I say to 
you, he will gird himself and have them 
sit at table, and he will come and serve 


them. 38 If he comes in the second 
watch, or in the third, and finds them 
so, blessed are those servants! 39 But 
know this, that if the householder had 
known at what hour the thief was com¬ 
ing, he would have been awake and® 
would not have left his house to be 
broken into. 40 You also must be ready; 
for the Son of man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.” 

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling 
this parable for us or for all?” 42 And 
the Lord said, “Who then is the faithful 
and wise steward, whom his master will 
set over his household, to give them 
their portion of food at the proper 
time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom 
his master when he comes will find so 
doing. 44 Truly I tell you, he will set 
him over all his possessions. 45 But if 
that servant says to himself, ‘My master 
is delayed in coming, 5 and begins to beat 
the menservants and the maidservants, 
and to eat and drink and get drunk, 
46 the master of that servant will come 
on a day when he does not expect hint 
and at an hour he does not know, and 
will punish 7 him, and put him with the 
unfaithful. 47 And that servant who 
knew his master’s will, but did not 
make ready or act according to his will, 
shall receive a severe beating. 48 But he 
who did not know, and did what 
deserved a beating, shall receive a light 
beating. Every one to whom much is 
given, of him will much be required; 
and of him to whom men commit much 
they will demand the more. 

49 “I came to cast fire upon the 
earth; and would that it were already 
kindled! 50 I have a baptism to be bap¬ 
tized with; and how I am constrained 
until it is accomplished! 51 Do you 
think that I have come to give peace on 
earth? No, I tell you, but rather division; 
52 for henceforth in one house there 
will be five divided, three against two 
and two against three; 53 they will be 
divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter 
and daughter against her mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in- 
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LUKE 12 72 The narrow door 


law and daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law.” 

54 He also said to the multitudes, 
“When you see a cloud rising in the 
west, you say at once, ‘A shower is 
coming’; and so it happens. - vs And when 
you see the south wind blowing, you 
say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and 
it happens. 56 You hypocrites! You 
know how to interpret the appearance 
of earth and sky; but why do you not 
know how to interpret the present 
time? 

57 “And why do you not judge for 
yourselves what is right? ~ b As you go 
with your accuser before the magistrate, 
make an effort to settle with him on the 
way, lest he drag you to the judge, and 
the judge hand you over to the officer, 
and the officer put you in prison. 59 I 
tell you, you will never get out till you 
have paid the very last copper.” 

*1 ^ There were some present at that 
JL very time who told him of the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he 
answered them, “Do you think that 
these Galileans were worse sinners than 
all the other Galileans, because they 
suffered thus? 3 1 tell you, No; but 
unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish. 4 Or those eighteen upon whom 
the tower in Silo'am fell and killed 
them, do you think that they were 
worse offenders than all the others who 
dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 1 tell you. No; 
but unless you repent you will all 
likewise perish.” 

6 And he told this parable: “A man 
had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; 
and he came seeking fruit on it and 
found none. 7 And he said to the vine¬ 
dresser, *Lo, these three years I have 
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and 
I find none. Cut it down; why should 
it use up the ground?’ 8 And he answered 
him, ‘Let it alone, sir, this year also, till 
I dig about it and put on manure. 9 And 
if it bears fruit next year, well and 
good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ” 

10 Now he was teaching in one of 
the synagogues on the sabbath. u And 
there was a woman who had had a spirit 
of infirmity for eighteen years; she was 
bent over and could not fully straighten 


herself. 12 And when Jesus saw her, he 
called her and said to her, “Woman, vou 
are freed from your infirmity.” l3 And 
he laid his hands upon her, and im¬ 
mediately she was made straight, and 
she praised God. 14 But the ruler of the 
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had 
healed on the sabbath, said to the 
people, “There are six days on which 
work ought to be done; come on those 
days and be healed, and not on the 
sabbath day.” 15 Then the Lord an¬ 
swered him, “You hypocrites! Does 
not each of you on the sabbath untie 
his ox or his ass from the manger, and 
lead it away to water it? 1( V\nd ought 
not this woman, a daughter of Abraham 
whom Satan bound for eighteen years, 
be loosed from this bond on the sab¬ 
bath day?” 17 As he said this, all his 
adversaries were put to shame; and all 
the people rejoiced at all the glorious 
things that were done by him. 

18 He said therefore, “What is the 
kingdom of God like? And to what 
shall I compare it? 19 It is like a grain 
of mustard seed which a man took and 
sowed in his garden; and it grew and 
became a tree, and the birds of the air 
made nests in its branches.” 

20 And again he said, “To what shall 
I compare the kingdom of God? 21 It 
is like leaven which a woman took and 
hid in three measures of meal, till it was 
all leavened.” 

22 He went on his way through 
towns and villages, teaching, and jour¬ 
neying toward Jerusalem. 23 And some 
one said to him, “Lord, will those who 
are saved be few?” And he said to them, 
24 “Strive to enter by the narrow door; 
for many, I tell you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. 25 When once the 
householder has risen up and shut the 
door, you will begin to stand outside 
and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, 
open to us.’ He will answer you, *1 do 
not know where you come from.* 
26 Then you will begin to say, *We ate 
and drank in your presence, and you 
taught in our streets/ 27 But he will say, 
‘I tell you, I do not know where you 
come from; depart from me, all you 
workers of iniquity!* 28 There you will, 
weep and gnash your teeth, when you 
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Healing on the sabbath 73 LUKE 14 


see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God 
and you yourselves thrust out. 2y And 
men will come from east and west, and 
from north and south, and sit at table 
in the kingdom of God. 30 And behold, 
some are last who will be first, and 
some are first who will be last.’’ 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees 
came, and said to him, “Get away from 
here, for Herod wants to kill you.’* 
32 And he said to them, “Go and tell 
that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons 
and perform cures today and tomorrow, 
and the third day I finish my course. 

33 Nevertheless i must go on my way 
today and tomorrow and the day fol¬ 
lowing; for it cannot be that a prophet 
should perish away from Jerusalem,* 

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the 
prophets and stoning those who are sent 
to you! How often would I have gath¬ 
ered your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and 
you would not! 35 Behold, your house is 
forsaken. And I tell you, you will not 
see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!* *’ 

HA ^ ne sa bbath when he went to 
IT dine at the house of a ruler who 
belonged to the Pharisees, they were 
watching him. -And behold, there was 
a man before him who had dropsy. 
3 And Jesus spoke to the lawyers and 
Pharisees, saymg, “Is it lawful to heal 
on the sabbath, or not?** 4 But they were 
silent. Then he took him and healed 
him, and let him go. 5 And he said to 
them, “Which of you, having an ass* or 
an ox that has fallen into a well, will not 
immediately pull him out on a sabbath 
day?** 6 And they could not reply to 
this. 

7 Now he told a parable to those who 
were invited, when he marked how 
they chose the places of honour, saying 
to them, 8 “When you are invited by 
any one to a marriage feast, do not sit 
down in a place of honour, lest a more 
eminent man than you be invited by 
him; 9 and he who invited you both 
will come and say to you, ‘Give place to 
this man,* and then you will begin with 
shame to take the lowest place. 10 But 


when you are invited, go and sit in the 
lowest place, so that when your host 
comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, go 
up higher’; then you will be honoured 
in the presence of all who sit at table 
with you. 11 For every one who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” 

12 He said also to the man who had 
invited him, “When you give a dinner 
or a banquet, do not invite your friends 
or your brothers or your kinsmen or 
rich neighbours, lest they also invite you 
in return, and you be repaid. 13 But 
when you give a feast, invite the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind, 14 and 
you will be blessed, because they can¬ 
not repay you. You will be repaid at the 
resurrection of the iust.** 

15 When one of those who sat at table 
with him heard this, he said to him, 
“Blessed is he who shall eat bread in 
the kingdom of God !’* 16 But he said 
to him. “A man once gave a great 
banquet, and invited many; 17 and at the 
time for the banquet he sent his servant 
to say to those who had been invited, 
‘Come; for all is now ready.’ 18 But they 
all alike began to make excuses. The 
first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, 
and I must go out and see it; I pray you, 
have me excused.* 19 And another said, 
‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 
I go to examine them; I pray you, have 
me excused.* 20 And another said, ‘I 
have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come.* 21 So the servant came 
and reported this to his master. Then 
the householder in anger said to his 
servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in the 
poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ 
^And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you 
commanded has been done, and still 
there is room.* 23 And the master said to 
the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and 
hedges, and compel people to come in, 
that my house may be filled. 24 For I 
tell you, none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my banquet.* ** 

25 Now great multitudes accom¬ 
panied him; and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “If any one comes to me and 
does not hate his own father and mother 
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LUKE 14 

and wife and children and brothers and 
sisters, yes, and even his own life, lie 
cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does 
not bear his own cross and come after 
me, cannot be my disciple. 28 For 
which of you, desiring to build a tower, 
does not first sit down and count the 
cost, whether he has enough to com¬ 
plete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid 
a foundation, and is not able to finish, 
all who see it begin to mock him, 
30 saying, ‘This man began to build, 
and was not able to finish.* 3i Or what 
king, going to encounter another king 
in war, will not sit down first and take 
counsel whether he is able with ten 
thousand to meet him who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 
32 And if noL while the other is yet a 
great way off, he sends an embassy and 
asks terms of peace. 33 So therefore, 
whoever of you does not renounce ail 
that he has cannot be my disciple. 

34 “Salt is good; but if salt has lost 
its taste, how shall its saltness be 
restored? 35 It is fit neither for the land 
nor for the dunghill; men throw it 
away. He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.** 

| C Now the tax collectors and sin- 
ners were all drawing near to hear 
him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes 
murmured, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.’* 

3 So he told them this parable: 
4 “What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep, if he has lost one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilder¬ 
ness, and go after the one which is lost, 
until he finds it? 5 And when he has 
found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, 
he calls together his friends and his 
neighbours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost.* 7 Just so, I tell you, 
there will be more joy in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need 
no repentance. 

8 “Or what woman, having ten silver 
coins,* if she loses one coin, does not 
light a lamp and sweep the house and 


74 The prodigal son 

seek diligently until she finds it? y And 
when she has found it, she calls together 
her friends and neighbours, saying, ‘Re¬ 
joice with me, for I have found the coin 
which I had lost.* 10 Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy before the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.** 

11 And he said, “There was a man 
who had two sons; 12 and the younger 
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give 
me the share of property that falls to 
me.* And he divided his living between 
them. 13 Not many days later, the 
younger son gathered all he had and 
took his journey into a far country, and 
there he squandered his property in 
loose living. ,4 And when he had spent 
everything, a great famine arose in that 
country, and he began to be in want. 
15 So he went and joined himself to one 
of the citizens of that country,, who sent 
him into his fields to feed swme. * 6 And 
he would gladly have fed on'* the pods 
that the swine ate; and no one gave him 
anything. 17 But when he came to him¬ 
self he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have bread enough and 
to spare, but I perish here with hunger! 
18 I will arise and go to my father, and 
I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; ly I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son: 
treat me as one of your hired servants.** * 
20 And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was yet at a distance, his 
father saw him and had compassion, 
and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, 
I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son .* v 22 But the father said 
to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best 
robe, and put it on him; and put a ring 
on his hand, and shoes on his feet; 
23 and bring the fatted calf and kill it, 
and let us eat and make merry ; 24 for 
this my son was dead ? and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.* And 
they began to make merry. 

25 “Now his elder son was in the 
field; and as he came and drew near to 
the house, he heard music and dancing. 
26 And he called one of the servants and 
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The dishonest steward 75 LUKE 16 

asked what this meant. 27 And he said dishonest in a very little is dishonest 
to him, "Your brother has come, and also in much. 11 If then you have not 
your father has killed the fatted calf, been faithful in the unrighteous mam- 
because he has received him safe and mon, "who will entrust to you the true 
sound/ 28 But he was angry and refused riches? J2 And if you have not been 
to go in. His father came out and cn- faithful in that which is another’s, who 
treated him, 29 but he answered his will give you that which is your own? 
father, *Lo, these many years I have 13 No servant can serve two masters; 
served you, and X never disobeyed your for cither he will hate the one and love 
command; yet you never gave me a kid, the other, or he will be devoted to the 
that X might make merry with my one and despise the other. You cannot 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours serve God and mammon.” 
came, who has devoured your living 14 The Pharisees, who were lovers of 
with harlots, you killed for him the money, heard all this, and they scoffed, 
fatted calfP 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, at him. 15 But he said to them, “You are 
you are always w ith me, and all that is those who justify yourselves before men, 
mine is yours. 32 It v/as fitting to make but God knows your hearts; for what is 
merry' and be glad, for this your brother exalted among men is an abomination 
was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and in the sight of God. 
is found/” 16 “The law and the prophets were 

“tiC He also said to the disciples, until John; since then the good news 
JLO “There was a rich man who had of the kingdom of God is preached, and 
a steward, and charges were brought to every one enters it violently. 17 But it is 
him that this man was wasting his easier for heaven and earth to pas? 
goods. 2 And he called him and said to away, than for one dot of the law to 
him, ‘What is this that I hear about become void. 

you? Turn in the account of your 18 “Every one who divorces his wife 
stewardship, for you can no longer be and marries another commits adultery. 
Steward/ 3 And the steward said to him- and he who marries a woman divorced 
sell, ‘What shall I do, since my master from her husband commits adultery, 
is taking the stewardship away from me? 19 “There was a rich man, who wa3 
1 am not strong enough to dig, and 1 am clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
ashamed to beg. 4 X have decided what feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And 
to do, so that people may receive me at his gate lay a poor man named Laz- 
into their houses when X am put out of arus, full of sores, 21 who desired to be 
the stewardship/ 5 So, summoning his fed with what fell from the rich man’s 
master’s debtors one by one, he said to table; moreover the dogs came and 
the first, ‘Plow much do you owe my licked his sores. 22 The poor man died 
master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred meas- and was carried by the angels to Abra- 
ures of oil/ And he said to him, ‘Take ham’s bosom. The rich man also died 
your bill, and sit down quickly and and was buried; 23 and in Hades, being 
write fifty/ 7 Then he said to another, in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and 
‘And .how much do you owe?’ He said, saw Abraham far off and Laz arus in 
*A hundred measures of wheat/ He his bosom. 24 And he called out, ‘Father 
said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write Abraham, have mercy upon me, and 
eighty/ 8 The master commended the send Laz'arus to dip the end of his finger 
dishonest steward for his prudence; for in water and cool my tongue; for I am 
the sons of this world w are wiser in their in anguish in this flame/ 25 But Abra- 
own generation than the sons of light, ham said, ‘Son, remember that you in 
9 And I tell you, make friends for your- your lifetime received your good things, 
Selves by means of unrighteous mam- and Laz'arus in like manner evil things; 
mon, so that when it fails they may but now he is comforted here, and you 
receive you into the eternal habitations, are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, 
10 “He who is faithful in a very little between us and you a great chasm has 
is faithful also in much; and he who is been fixed, in order that those who 

m Greek age 

16.8: 1 Thess 5.5; Eph 5.8; Lk 20.34; Jn 12.?6. 18.9: Lk 12.33; 18.22. 18.10: Mt 25.21; Lk 19.17, 

16.13: Mi 6.24. 16.15: 1 Sam 16.7; Prov 21.2; Acts 1.24; Lk 10.29. 16.16: Mt 1 1.12-13. 

16.17: Mt 5.17-18; Lk 21.33. 16.18: Mt 5.31-32; 19.9; Mk 10.11-12; 1 Cor 7.10-11. 

16.20; Jn 11.1-44; 12.1, 9. 16.22: Jn 13.23. 16.25: Lk 6.24. 



LUKE 16 76 Kingdom of God 

would pass from here to you may not a distance 13 and lifted up their voices 
be able, and none may cross from there and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 
to us/ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, on us.” 14 When he saw them he said 
father, to send him to my father’s house, to them, “Go and show yourselves to 
28 for I have five brothers, so that he the priests.” And as they went they 
may warn them, lest they also come were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, 
into this place of torment.’ 29 But when he saw that he was healed, turned 
Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and back, praising God with a loud voice; 
the prophets; let them hear them.’ 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus* feet, 
30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; giving him thanks. Now he was a 
but if some one goes to them from the Samaritan. 17 Then said Jesus, “Were 
dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the 18 Was no one found to return and give 
prophets, neither will they be convinced praise to God except this foreigner?’* 
if some one should rise from the dead.’ ” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your 

'[*7 And he said to his disciples, way; your faith has made you well.” 
A / “Temptations to sin* are sure to 20 Being asked by the Pharisees when 
come; but woe to him by whom they the kingdom of God was coming, he 
come! 2 It would be better for him if a answered them, “The kingdom of God 
millstone were hung round his neck and is not coming with signs to be observed; 
he were cast into the sea, than that he 21 nor will they say, ‘Lo, here it is!* or 
should cause one of these little ones to ‘There!* for behold, the kingdom of 
sin.y 3 Take heed to yourselves; if your God is in the midst of you/’* 
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he 22 And he said to the disciples, “The 
repents, forgive him; 4 and if he sins days are coming when you will desire 
against you seven times in the day, and to see one of the days of the Son of man, 
turns to you seven times, and says, ‘I and you will not see it. 23 And they will 
repent/ you must forgive him.” say to you, £ Lo, there!’ or ‘Lo, here!* 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “In- Do not go, do not follow them. 24 For 
crease our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, as the lightning flashes and lights up the 
“If you had faith as a grain of mustard sky from one side to the other, so will 
seed, you could say to this sycamine the Son of man be in his day.* 1 25 But 
tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be planted in first he must suffer many things and be 
the sea/ and it would obey you. rejected by this generation. 26 As it was 

7 “Will any one of you, who has a in the days of Noah, so will it be in the 
servant ploughing or keeping sheep, say days of the Son of man. 27 They ate, 
to him when he has come in from the they drank, they married, they were 
field, ‘Come at once and sit down at given in marriage, until the day when 
table*? 8 Will he not rather say to him, Noah entered the ark, and the flood 
‘Prepare supper for me, and gird your- came and destroyed them all. 28 Like- 
self and serve me, till I eat and drink; wise as it was in the days of Lot—they 
and afterward you shall eat and drink’? ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, 
9 Does he thank the servant because he they planted, they built, 29 but on the 
did what was commanded? 10 So you day when Lot went out from Sodom 
also, when you have done all that is fire and brimstone rained from heaven 
commanded you, say, ‘We are unworthy and destroyed them all— 30 so will it be 
servants; we have only done what was on the day when the Son of man is re- 
our duty/ ” vealed. 31 On that day, let him who is 

11 On the way to Jerusalem he was on the housetop, with his goods in the 
passing along between Samar'ia and house, not come down to take them 
Galilee. 12 And as he entered a village, away; and likewise let him who is in 
he was met by ten lepers, who stood at the field not turn back. 32 Remember 

* Greek stumbling blocks V Greek stumble * Or within you a Other ancient authorities omit in his day 
16.29: Jn 5.45-47; Acts 15.21; Lk 4.17. 16.30: Lk 3.8; 19.9. 17.1-2: Mt 18.6-7; Mk 9.42; 1 Cor 8.12. 

17.3-4: Mt 18.15, 21-22. 17.5-8: Mt 17.20; 21.21; Mk 11.22-23. 17.5: Lk 7.13. 17.8: Lk 12.37; Jn 133-5. 

17.11: Lk 9.51; 13.22; 19.11. 17.12: Lev 13.45-46. 17.13: Lk 5.5; 8.24, 45; 9.33, 49. 

17.14: Lk 5.14; Mt 8.4; Mk 1.44; Lev 14.2-32. 17.16: Mt 9.22; Mk 5.34; Lk 8.48; 18.42. 

1730: Lk 19.11; 21.7; Acts 1.6. 17.22: Mt 9.15; Mk 2.20; Lk 5.35. 17.23: Mt 24.23; Mk 13.21. 

1734: Mt 24.27; Rev 1.7. 1735: Lk 9.22. 17.26-27: Mt 24.37-39; Gen 6.5-8; 7.6-24. 

17.28-30: Gen 18.20-33; 19.24-25. 1731: Mt 24.17-18; Mk 13.15-16; Lk 21.21. 1732$ Gen 19.26. 



Pharisee and publican 
Lot’s wife. 33 Whoever seeks to gain his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, in that 
night there will be two men in one bed; 
one will be taken and the other left. 
35 There will be two women grinding 
together; one will be taken and the 
other left.” 6 37 And they said to him, 
“Where, Lord?” He said to them, 
“Where the body is, there the eagles c 
will be gathered together.” 

B And he told them a parable, to 
the effect that they ought always 
to pray and not lose heart. 2 He said, 
“In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor regarded man ; 
3 and there was a widow in that city 
who kept coming to him and saying, 
‘Vindicate me against my adversary.’ 
4 For a while he refused; but afterward 
he said to himself, ‘Though I neither 
fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because 
this widow bothers me, I will vindicate 
her, or she will wear me out by her 
continual coming.* ” 6 And the Lord 
said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge 
says. 7 And will not God vindicate his 
elect, who cry to him day and night: 
Will he delay long over them? 1 tell 
you, he will vindicate them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of 
man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?” 

9 He also told this parable to some 
who trusted .in themselves that they 
were righteous and despised others: 
10 “Two men went up into the temple 
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank 
thee that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a 
week, I give tithes of all that I get.’ 
13 But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even lift up his eyes to 
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I 
tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other; 
for every one who exalts himself will be 
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humbled, but he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 

15 Now they were bringing even 
infants to him that he might touch 
them; and when the disciples saw it, 
they rebuked them. 16f But Jesus called 
them to him, saying, “Let the children 
come to me, and do not hinder them; 
for to such belongs the kingdom of 
God. 17 Truly, I say to you, whoever 
does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it.” 

18 And a ruler asked him, “Good 
Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 19 And Jesus said to. him, 
“Why do you call me good? No one is 
good but God alone. 20 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not commit adul¬ 
tery, Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not 
bear false witness. Honour your father 
and mother” 21 And he said, “All these 
I have observed from my youth.” 
22 And when Jesus heard it, he said to 
him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all 
that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.” 23 But 
when he heard this he became sad, for 
he was very rich. 24 Jesus looking at 
him said, “How hard it is for those who 
have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 

25 For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

26 Those who heard it said, “Then who 
can be saved?” 27 But he said, “What is 
impossible with men is possible with 
God.” 2s And Peter said, “Lo, we have 
left our homes and followed you.” 
29 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to 
you, there is no man who has left house 
or wife or brothers or parents or chil¬ 
dren, for the sake of the kingdom of 
God, 30 who will not receive manifold 
more in this time, and in the age to 
come eternal life.” 

31 And taking the twelve, he said to 
them, “Behold, we are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is writ¬ 
ten of the Son of man by the prophets 
will be accomplished. 32 For he will be 


6 Other ancient authorities add verse 36, “Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other Jeff* 
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LUKE 18 78 Parable of the pounds 

delivered to the Gentiles, and will be also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the 

mocked and shamefully treated and Son of man came to seek and to save 

spit upon; 33 they will scourge him and the lost/’ 

kill him, and on die third day he will 11 As they heard these things, he 
rise.” 34 But they understood none of proceeded to tell a parable, because he 
these things; this saying was hid from was near to Jerusalem, and because they 
them, and they did not grasp what was supposed that the kingdom of God was 
said. to appear immediately. 12 He said there- 

35 As he drew near to Jericho, a blind fore, '“A nobleman went into a far 
man was sitting by the roadside beg- country to receive kingly powcr ri and 
ging;- 36 and hearing a multitude going then return. 13 Calling ten of his serv- 
by, he inquired what this meant, ants, he gave them ten pounds./ and 

37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth said to them, ‘Trade with these till I 

is passing by.” 38 And he cried, “Jesus, come.' 14 But his citizens hated him and 
Son of David, have mercy on me!” sent an embassy after him, saying, ‘We 
3y And those who were in front rebuked do not want this man to reign over usd 
him, telling him to be silent; hut he When he returned, having received 
cried out all the more, “Son of David, the kingly power/ he commanded 
have mercy on me!” 40 And Jesus these servants, to whom he had given 
stopped, and commanded him to be the money, to be called to him, that he 
brought to him; and when he came might know what they had gained by 
near, he asked him, 41 “What do you trading, 16 The hrst came before him, 
want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, saying, ‘Lord, your 1 pound has made 
let me receive my sight.” 42 And Jesus ten pounds more.’ 17 And he said to him, 
said to him, “Receive your sight; your ‘Well done, good servant! Because you 
faith has made you well.” 43 And im- have been faithful in a very little, you 
mediately he received his sight and shall have authority over ten cities. 1 * 
followed him, glorifying God; and all 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, 
the people, when they saw it, gave your pound has made five pounds/ 
praise to God. 19 And he said to him, ‘And you are to 

i Q He entered Jericho and was be over five cities.’ 20 Then another 
passing through. 2 And there was came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your pound, 
a man named Zacchae'us; he was a which I kept laid away in a napkin; 
chief tax collector, and rich. 3 And he 21 for I was afraid of you, because you 
sought to see who Jesus was, but could are a severe man; you take up what you 
not, on account of the crowd, because did not lay down, and reap what you 
he was small of stature. 4 So he ran on did not sow.’ 22 Fie said to him, “I will 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore condemn you out of your own mouth, 
tree to see him, for he was to pass that you wicked servant! You knew that I 
way. 5 And when Jesus came to die was a severe man, taking up what I did 
place, he looked up and said to him, not lay down and reaping what I did 
“Zacchae'us, make haste and come not sow? 23 Why then did you not put 
down; for I must stay at your house my money into the bank, and at my 
today.” 6 So he made haste and came coining I should have collected it with 
down, and received him joyfully. 7 And interest?* 24 And he said to those who 
when they saw it they all murmured, stood by, ‘Take the pound from him, 
“He has gone in to be the guest of a and give it to him who has the ten 
man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchae'us pounds.* 25 (And they said to him, 
stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, ‘Lord, he has ten pounds !*) 26 ‘I tell 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to you, that to every one who has will 
the poor; and if I have defrauded any more be given; but from him who has 
one of anything, I restore it fourfold.’* not, even what he has will be taken 
9 And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salva- away. 27 But as for these enemies of 
tion has come to this house, since he mine, who did not want me to reign 
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over them, bring them here , and slay 
them before me.’ ” 

28 And when he had said this, he 
went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 
29 When he drew near to Beth phage 
and Bethany, at the mount that is called 
Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 
39 saying, “Go into the village opposite, 
where on entering you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever yet sat; 
untie it and bring it here. 31 If any one 
asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you 
shall say this, ‘The Lord has need of 
it.’ ” 32 So those who were sent went 
away and found it as he had told them. 
33And as they were untying the colt, its 
owners said to them, “Why are you 
untying the colt?” 34 And they said, 
“The Lord has need of it.” 35And they 
brought it to Jesus, and throwing their 
garments on the colt they set Jesus upon 
it. 3 6 And as he rode along, they spread 
their garments on the road. 37 As he was 
now drawing near, at the descent of the 
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude 
of the disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the 
mighty works that they had seen, 
3« saying, “Blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the Lord I Peace 
in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
3y And some of the Pharisees in tiie 
multitude said to him, “Teacher, re¬ 
buke your disciples.” 40 He answered, 
“I tell you, if these were silent, the very 
stones would cry out.” 

41 And when he drew near and saw 
the city he wept over it, 42 saying, 
“Would that even today you knew the 
things that make for peace! But now 
they are hid from your eyes. 43 For the 
days shall come upon you, when your 
enemies will cast up a bank about you 
and surround you, and hem you in on 
every side, 44 and dash you to the 
ground, you and your cliildren within 
you, and they will not leave one stone 
upon another in you; because you did 
not know the time of your visita¬ 
tion.” 

45 And he entered the temple and 
began to drive out those who sold, 
46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My 
house shall be a house of prayer’; but 
19.28* Mk 10.32. Ifc2ft-38i Mt 21.1-9; Mk 11.1-10; 


you have made it a den of rob¬ 
bers.” 

47 And he was teaching daily in the 
temple. The chief priests and the scribes 
and the principal men of the people 
sought to destroy him; but they did 
not find anything they could do, for all 
the people hung upon his words. 

One day, as he was teaching the 
people in the temple and preach¬ 
ing the gospel, the chief priests and the 
scribes with the elders came up 2 and 
said to him, “Tell us by what authority 
you do these tilings, or who it is that 
gave you this authority.” 3 He answered 
them, “I also will ask you a question; 
now tell me, 4 Was the baptism of John 
from heaven or from men?” - s And they 
discussed it with one another, saying, 
“If we say, ‘From heaven,* he will say, 
‘Why did you not believe him?’ 6 But 
if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people 
will stone us; for they are convinced 
that John was a prophet.” 7 So they 
answered that they did not know whence 
it was. 8 And Jesus said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.” 

9 And he began to tell the people this 
parable: “A man planted a vineyard, 
and let it out to tenants, and went into 
another country for a long while. 
10 When the time came, he sent a 
servant to the tenants, that they should 
give him some of the fruit of the vine¬ 
yard; but the tenants beat him, and 
sent him away empty-handed. 11 And he 
sent another servant; him also they beat 
and treated shamefully, and sent him 
away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet 
a third; this one they wounded and 
cast out. 13 Then the owner of the 
vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will 
send my beloved son; it may be they 
will respect him.' 14 But when the 
tenants saw him, they said to them¬ 
selves, ‘This is the heir; let us kill him, 
that the inheritance may be ours.* 
15 And they cast him out of the vine¬ 
yard and killed him. What then will the 
owner of the vineyard do to them? 
16 He will come and destroy those 
tenants, and give the vineyard to 
others.” When they heard this, they 

a 12.12-18. 1B.32] Lk 22.13. 19.34* Lk 7.13. 
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said, “God forbid!” i?But he looked 
at them and said, “What then is this 
that is written: 

‘The very stone which the builders 
rejected 

has become the head of the comer’? 
18 Every one who falls on that stone 
will be broken to pieces; but when it 
falls on any one it will crush him.” 

19 The scribes and the chief priests 
tried to lay hands on him at that very 
hour, but they feared the people; for 
they perceived that he had told this 
parable against them. 20 So they watched 
him, and sent spies, who pretended to 
be sincere, that they might take hold of 
what he said, so as to deliver him up to 
the authority and jurisdiction of the 
governor. 21 They asked him, “Teacher, 
wc know that you speak and teach 
rightly, and show no pardaLity, but 
truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it 
lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, 
or not?” 23 But he perceived their crafti¬ 
ness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a 
coin/ Whose likeness and inscription 
has it?” They said, “Caesar’s.” He 
said to them, “Then render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 26 And they 
were not able in the presence of the 
people to catch him by what he said ; 
but marvelling at his answer they were 
silent. 

27 There came to him some Sad'- 
ducees, those who say that there is no 
resurrection, 28 and they asked him a 
question, saying, “Teacher, Moses 
wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, 
having a wife but no children, the man* 7 
must take the wife and raise up children 
for his brother . 29 Now there were seven 
brothers; the first took a wife, and died 
without children; 30 and the second 
3i and the third took her, and likewise 
all seven left no children and died. 
3 2 Afterward the woman also died. 33 i n 
the resurrection, therefore, whose wife 
will the woman be? For the seven had 
her as wife.” 

34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons 
of this age marry and are given in mar¬ 
riage; 35 but those who are accounted 

f Greek denarius v Greek his brother 
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worthy to attain to that age and to the 
resurrection from the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, 36 for 
they cannot die any more, because they 
are equal to angels and are sons of God, 
being sons of the resurrection. 37 But 
that the dead are raised, even Moses 
showed, in the passage about the bush, 
where he calls the Lord the God of 
Abraham and the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not God of 
the dead, but of the living; for all live 
to him.” 39And some of the scribes 
answered, “Teacher, you have spoken 
well.” 40 For they no longer dared to 
ask him any question. 

41 But he said to them, “How can 
they say that the Christ is David’s son? 

42 For David himself says in the Book 
of Psalms, 

‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

43 till I make thy enemies a stool for 

thy feet.’ 

44 David thus calls him Lord; so how 
is he his son?” 

45 And in the hearing of all the people 
he said to his disciples, 46 “Beware of 
the scribes, who like to go about in long 
robes, and love salutations in the market 
places and the best seats in the syna¬ 
gogues and the places of honour at feasts, 
47 who devour widows’ houses and for a 
pretence make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” 

He looked up and saw the rich 
XI putting their gifts into the treas¬ 
ury; 2 and he saw a poor widow put in 
two copper coins. 3 And he said, “Truly 
I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all of them; 4 for they all 
contributed out of their abundance, but 
she out of her poverty put in all the 
living that she had.” 

5 And as some spoke of the temple, 
how it was adorned with noble stones 
and offerings, he said, 6 “As for these 
things which you see, the days will come 
when there shall not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not be 
thrown down.” 7 And they asked him, 
“Teacher, when will this be, and what 
will be the sign when this is about to 
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Of Christ*$ second coming 81 LUKE 22 

take place?” 8 And he said, “Take heed roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 men 
that you are not led astray; for many fainting with fear and with foreboding 
will come in my name, saying, ‘I am of what is coming on the world; for the 
he!’ and, The time is at hand! 5 Do not powers of the heavens will be shaken, 
go after them. 9 And when you hear of 27 And then they will see the Son of 
wars and tumults, do not be terrified; man coming in a cloud with power and 
for this must first take place, but the great glory. 28 Now when these things 
end will not be at once.” begin to take place, look up and raise 

.10 Then he said to them, “Nation your heads, because your redemption 
will rise against nation, and kingdom is drawing near.” 

against kingdom; 11 there wall be great 29 And he told them a parable: 
earthquakes, and in various places “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees; 
famines and pestilences; and there will 30 as soon as they come out in leaf, you 
be terrors and great signs from heaven, see for yourselves and know that the 
* 2 But before ail this they will lay their summer is already near. 31 So also, when 
hands on you and persecute you, deliv- you see these tilings taking place, you 
ering you up to the synagogues and know that the kingdom of God is near, 
prisons, and you will be brought before 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation 
kings and governors for my name’s will not pass away till all has taken 
sake. 13 This will be a time for you to place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass 
bear testimony. 14 Settle it therefore in away, but my words will not pass 
your minds, not to meditate beforehand away. 

how to answer; 15 for I will give you & 34 “But take heed to yourselves lest 

mouth and wisdom, which none of your your hearts be weighed down with dis- 
adversaries will be able to withstand or sipanon and drunkenness and cares of 
contradict. J6 You will be delivered up this life, and that day come upon you 
even by parents and brothers and kins- suddenly like a snare; 35 for it will come 
men and friends, and some of you they upon all who dwell upon the face of the 
will put to death; 17 you will be hated whole earth. 3(1 But watch at all times, 
hv all for my name’s sake. 18 But not a praying that you may have strength to 
hair of your head will perish. 19 By your escape all these things that will take- 
end urance you will gain your lives. place, and to stand before the Son of 
20 “But when you see Jerusalem siir- man.” 
rounded by armies, then know that its 37 And every day he was teaching in 
desolation has come near. 21 Then let the temple, but at night he went out 

those who are in Judea flee to the and lodged on the mount called Olivet, 

mountains, and let those who are inside 38 And early in the morning all the 
the city depart, and let not those who people came to him in the temple to 
are out in the country enter it; 22 for hear him. 
these are days of vengeance, to fulfil all 

that is written. 23 Alas for those who are Now the feast of Unleavened 

with child and for those who give suck Bread drew near, which is called 

in those days! For great distress shall the Passover. 2 And the chief priests 
be upon the earth and wrath upon this and the scribes were seeking how to put 
people; 24 they will fall by the edge of him to death; for they feared the people, 

the sword, and be led captive among 3 Then Satan entered into Judas 

all nations; and Jerusalem will be trod- called Iscariot, who was of the number 
den down by the Gentiles, until the of the twelve; 4 he went away and con- 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. ferred with the chief priests and captains 

25 “And there will be signs in sun how he might betray him to them, 
and moon and stars, and upon the earth 5 And they were glad, and engaged to 
distress of nations in perplexity at the give him money. 6 So he agreed, and 

21.8: IJk 17.23; Mk 13.21; 1 Jn 2.18. 21.10: 2 Chron 15.6; Is 10.2. 21.12-17: Mt 10.17-21. 
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sought an opportunity to betray him to tliority over them are called benefactors, 
them in the absence of the multitude. 26 But not so with you; rather let the 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened greatest among you become as the 
Bread, on which the passover lamb had youngest, and the leader as one who 
to be sacrificed. 8 So Jesus' 1 sent Peter serves. 27 For which is the greater, one 
and John, saying, “Go and prepare the who sits at table, or one who serves? 

passover for us, that we may eat it.” Is it not the one who sits at table? But 

y They said to him, “Where will you I am among you as one who serves, 

have us prepare it?” 10 He said to them, 28 “You are those who have con- 

“Behold, when you have entered the tinued with me in my trials; 29 as my 
city, a man carrying a jar of water will Father appointed a kingdom for me, 
meet you; follow him into the house so do 1 appoint for you 30 that you may 
which he enters, 11 and tell the house- eat and drink at my table in my king- 
holder, 'The Teacher says to you, dom, and sit on thrones judging the 
Where is the guest room, where I am twelve tribes of Israel, 
to eat die passover with my disciples? 7 31 “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan 
i2 And he will show you a large upper demanded to have you,* that he might 
room furnished; there make ready.” sift you* like wheat, 32 but I have prayed 
13 And they went, and found it as he for you that your faith may not mil; and 
had told them; and they prepared the when you have turned again, strengthen 
passover. your brethren.” 33 And he said to him, 

14 And when the hour came, he sat “Lord, 1 am ready to go with you to 
at table, and the apostles with him. prison and to death.” 34 He said, "1 teD 
h s And he said to them, “1 have earnestly you, Peter, the cock will not crow this 
desired to eat this passover with you day, until you three times deny that you 
before I sutler; 16 for I tell you I shall, know me.” 

not eat it* until it is fulfilled in the king- 35 And he said to them, “When I sent 
dom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, you out with no purse or bag or sandals, 
and when he had given thanks he said, did you lack anything?” They said, 
“Take this, and divide it among your- “Nothing.” 36 He said to them, “But 
selves; 1S for I tell you that from now now, let him who has a purse take it, 
on I shall not drink of the fruit of the and likewise a bag. And let him who 
vine until the kingdom of God comes.” has no sword sell his mantle and buy 
19 And he took bread, and when he had one. 37 For I tell you that this scripture 
given thanks he broke it and gave it to must be fulfilled in me, ‘And he was 
them, saying, “This is my body. 7 21 But reckoned with transgressors'; for what 
behold the hand of him who betrays me is written about me has its fulfilment.” 
is with me on the table. 22 For the Son 38 And they said, “Look, Lord, here are 
of man goes as it has been determined; two swords.” And he said to them, “It 
but woe to that man by whom he is is enough.” 

betrayed!” 23 And they began to ques- 39 And he came out, and went, as 
tion one another, which of them it was was his custom, to the Mount of Olives; 
that would do thus. and the disciples followed him. 40 And 

24 A dispute also arose among them, when he came to the place he said to 
which of them was to be regarded as them, “Pray that you may not enter into 
the greatest. 25 And he said to them, temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from 
“The kings of the Gentiles exercise them about a stone's throw, and knelt 
lordship over them; and those in au- down and prayed, 42 “Father, if thou 

* Greek he * Other indent authorities read never eat it again 

7 Other indent authorities add which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. WAnd likewise the cup after 
supper, saying, “ This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 

* The Greek word for you here is plural; in verse 32 it is singular 
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art willing, remove this cup from me; do not know what you are saying.” 
nevertheless not my will, but thine, be And immediately, while he was still 
done.” 43 And there appeared to him an speaking, the cock crowed. 31 And the 
angel from heaven, strengthening him. lord turned and looked at Peter. And 
•HAnd being in an agony he prayed more. Peter remembered the word of the 
earnestly; and his sweat became like Lord, how he had said to him, “Before 
great drops of blood falling down upon the cock crows today, you will deny me 
the ground.' 45 And when he rose from three times.” G2 Anci he went out and 
prayer, he came to the disciples and wept bitterly. 

found them sleeping for sorrow, 43 and 63 Now the men who were holding 
he said to them, “Why do you sleeo? Jecus mocked him and beat him; 04 they 
Rise and pray that you may not enter also blindfolded him and asked him, 
into temptation.’* “Prophesy! Who is it that stuck you?” 

47 While he was still speaking, there 65 And they spoke many other words 
came a crowd, and the man called against him, reviling him, 
judas, one of the twelve, was leading 6b When day c&tuc, the assembly of 
them. He drew near to Jcsiu* to kiss him; the ciders of the people gathered to- 
48 but Jesus said to him, “judas., would gether, both chief priests and scribes; 
you betray the Son of man with a kiss?” and they led him away to their council, 
* w And when those who were abou*. hint and they said, 3 '' “If you are the Christ, 
saw what would follow, they said, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell 
“Lord, shad we strike with the swore.?” you, you will not believe; Ci > and it I ask 
30 And one of thorn struck the slave of you, you will uoi answer. ^ But from 
the high priest and cut orf his right, ear. now on the Son of man shall be seated 
51 But Jesus said, “No more oi this!” at the right hand of the cower of God.” 
And he touched his ear and healed him. 70 And they ail said, AVo you the Son of 
32 Then Jesus said to the chief priests God, then?” And he said to them, “You 
and captains of the temple and elders, say drat I am.” 71 And they said, “What 
who had come out against him, “Have further testimony do wc need? We have 
you come out as against a robber, with heard it ourselves irom his own lips.” 
swords and clubs? 33 When I was with 3 Then the whole company of 
you day after day in the temple, you them arose, and brought him 

did not lay hands on me. But this is before Pilate. -Ana they began to accuse 
your hour, and the power of darkness.” him, saying, “We found this man per- 

54 Then they seized him and led him verting our nation, and forbidding us to 

away, bringing him into the high give tribute to Caesar, and saying that 

priest's house. Peter followed at a he himself' is Christ a king.” 3 And 

distance; 55 and when they had kin- Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of 

died a fire in the middle of the court- the Jew’s?” And he answered him, “You 
yard and sat down together, Peter sat have said so.” 4 And Pilate said to the 
among them. 56 Then a maid, seeing chief priests and the multitudes, “I find 
him as he sat in the light and gazing at no crime in this man.” 3 But they were 
him, said, “This man also was with urgent, saying. “He stirs up the people, 
him.” 37 But he denied it, saying, teaching throughout all Judea, from 
“Woman, I do not know him.” 35 And Galilee even to this place.” 
a little later some one else saw him and 6 When Pilate heard this, he asked 
said, “You also are one of them.” But whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And 
Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And. when he learned that he belonged to 
after an interval of about an hour still Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over 
another insisted, saying, “Certainly this to Herod, who was himself in Jeru- 
man also was with him; for he is a salem at that time. 8 When Herod saw 
Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long 

* Other ancient authorities omit verses 43 and 44 

22.47-E3: Mt 26.47-56; Mk 14.43-49; Tn 18.3-11. 22.46: Lit 22.38. 22.53s Lk 19.47. 

22.54- 58: Mt 26.57-58; Mk 14.33-54; In 18.12-16. 

22.55- 62: Mt 26.69-75; Mk 14.66-72; Tn 18.16-18, 25-27. 22.61: Lk 7.13; 22.34. 

22.83-55: Mt 26.67-68; Mk 14.65; Jn 18.22-24. 22.66: Mt 26.57; Mk 14.53; Lk 22.54. 

22.57-71: Mt 26.63-66; Mk 14.61-64; Jn 18.19-21. 22.70: Lk 23.3; Mt 27.11. 

23.1: Mt 27.1-2; Mk 15.1; Jn 18.28. 23.2: Lk 20.25. 23.3: Mt 27.11-12; Mk 15.2-3; Ja 18.29-38; Lk 22.70, 
23.4: Lk 23.14, 22, 41; Mt 27.24; Jn 19.4, 6; Acts 13.28. 23.8: Lk 9.9; Acts 4.27-28. 



LUKE 23 84 The crucifixion 

desired to see him, because he had 27 And there followed him a great mul- 
hcard about him, and he was hoping to titude of the people, and of women who 
see some sign done by him. 9 So he bewailed and lamented him. 28 Bur 
questioned him at some length; but he Jesus turning to them said, “Daughters 
made no answer. 10 The chief priests of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but 
and the scribes stood by, vehemently weep for yourselves and for your chil- 
accusing him. 11 And Herod with his sol- dren. 29 For behold, the days are coming; 
diets treated him with contempt and when they will say, ‘Blessed are the 
mocked him; then, arraying him in barren, and the wombs that never bore, 
gorgeous apparel, he sent him back to and the breasts that never gave suck!' 
Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became 30 Then they will begin to say to the 
friends with each other that very' day, mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the 
for before this they had been at enmity hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do this 
with each other. when the wood is green, what will 

13 Pilate then called together the happen when it is dry?” 
chief priests and the rulers and the 32 Two others also, who were crim- 
people, 14 and said to them, “You inals, were led away to be put to death 
brought me this man as one who was with him. 33 And when they came to the 
perverting the people; and after ex- place which is called The Skull, there 
amining him before you, behold, I did they crucified him, and the criminals , 
not find this man guilty of any of your one on the right and one on the left, 
charges against him; 15 neither did. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
Herod, for he sent him back to us. Be- them; for they know not what they 
hold, nothing deserving death has been do.” n And they cast lots to divide his 
done by him; 16 I will therefore chastise garments. 3i And the people -stood by. 
him and release him.”” 1 watching; but the rulers scoffed at him. 

18 But they all cried out together, saying, “He saved others; let him save 
“Away with this man, and release to us himself, if he is the Christ of God, his 
Bar a b has”—I 9 a man who had been Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also 
thrown into prison for an insurrection mocked him, coming up and offering 
started in the city, and for murder, him vinegar, 37 and saying, “If you are 
20 Pilate addressed them once more, the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 
desiring to release Jesus; 21 but they 38 There was also an inscription ove: 
shouted out, “Crucify, crucify him!” him, 0 “This is the King of the Jews.” 
22A third time he said to them, “Why, 39 One of the criminals who were 
what evil has he done? I have found in hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you 
him no crime deserving death; I will not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
therefore chastise him and release 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, 
him.” 23 But they were urgent, de- “Do you not fear God, since you are 
manding with loud cries that he should under the same sentence of con- 
be crucified. And their voices pre- demnation? 41 And we indeed justly; 
vailed. 24 So Pilate gave sentence that for we are receiving the due reward 
their demand should be granted. 25 He of our deeds; but this man has done 
released the man who had been thrown nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, 
into prison for insurrection and murder, remember me when you come in your 
whom they asked for; but Jesus he de- kingly power. 43 And he said to him, 
livered up to their will. “Truly, I say to you, today you will be 

26 And as they led him away, they with me in Paradise.” 
seized one Simon of Cyre'ne, who was 44 It was now about the sixth hour, 
coining in from the country, and laid on and there was darkness over the whole 
him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. land« until the ninth hour, 45 while the 

m Here, or after verse 19, other ancient authorities add verse 17, JV< he coat obliged to release one man to them 
at the festival 

* Other ancient authorities omit the sentence And Jesus . . . tv hat they do 
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The empty tomb 
sun’s light failed ; r and the curtain of the 
temple was tom in two. 46 Then Jesus, 
crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, 
into thy hands I commit my spirit!” 
And having said this he breathed his 
last. 47 Now when the centurion saw 
what had taken place, he praised God, 
and said, “Certainly this man was in¬ 
nocent !” 48 And all the multitudes who 
assembled to see the sight, when they 
saw what had taken place, returned 
home beating their breasts. 49 And all 
his acquaintances and the women who 
had followed him from Galilee stood at 
a distance and saw these things. 

50 Now there was a man named 
Joseph from the Jewish town of Ari- 
mathe'a. He was a member of the 
council, a good and righteous man, 
51 who had not consented to their pur¬ 
pose and deed, and he was looking for 
the kingdom of God. 52 This man went 
to Pilate and asked for the body of 
Jesus. 53 Then he took it down and 
wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid 
him in a rock-hewn tomb, where no one 
had ever yet been laid. 54 It was the day 
of Preparation, and the sabbath was be¬ 
ginning.* 55 The women who had come 
with him from Galilee followed, and 
saw the tomb, and how his body was 
laid; 56 then they returned, and pre¬ 
pared spices and ointments. 

On the sabbath they rested according 
to the commandment. 

But on the first day of the week, 
at early dawn, they went to the 
tomb, taking the spices which they had 
prepared. 2 And they found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 
they went in they did not find the body/ 
4 While they were perplexed about this, 
behold, two men stood by them in 
dazzling apparel; 5 and as they were 
frightened and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why do 
you seek the living among the dead? 11 
0 Remember how he told you, wliile he 
was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of 
man must be delivered into the hands 
of sinful men, and be crucified, and on 
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the third day rise.” 8 And they re¬ 
membered his words, and returning 
from the tomb they told all this to the 
eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was 
Mary Mag'dalene and Jo-an na and 
Mary the mother of James and the 
other women with them who told this 
to the apostles; 11 but these words 
seemed to them an idle tale, and they 
did not believe them . v 

13 That very day two of them were 
going to a village named Emma'us, 
about seven miles w from Jerusalem, 
14 and talking with each other about all 
these things that had happened. 15 While 
they were talking and discussing to¬ 
gether, Jesus himself drew near and 
went with them. 16 But their eyes were 
kept from recognising him. 17 And he 
said to them, “What is this conversation 
which you are holding with each other 
as you walk?” And they stood still, look¬ 
ing sad. 18 Then one of them, named 
Cle'opas, answered him, “Are you the 
only visitor to Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have happened 
there in these days?” 19 And he said to 
them, “What things?” And they said to 
him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and aU the people, 
20 and how our chief priests and rulers 
delivered him up to be condemned to 
death, and crucified him. 21 But we had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since this happened. 
22 Moreover, some women of our com¬ 
pany amazed us. They were at the tomb 
early in the morning 23 and did not find 
his body; and they came back saying 
that they had even seen a vision of 
angels, who said that he was alive. 
24 Some of those who were with us went 
to the tomb, and found it just as the 
women had said; but him they did not 
25 And he said to them, “O foolish 
men, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken l 26 Was 
it not necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into his 
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glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
tthem in all the scriptures the things con¬ 
cerning himself. 

28 So they drew near to the village to 
which they were going. He appeared to 
be going further, 29 but they constrained 
him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is 
toward evening and the day is now far 
spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 

When he was at table with them, he 
took the bread and blessed, and broke 
it, and gave it to them. 3i And their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him; 
and he vanished out of their sight. 
32 They said to each other, “Did not our 
hearts bum within us while he talked 
to us on the road, while he opened to us 
the scriptures?” 33 And they rose that 
same hour and returned to Jerusalem; 
and they found the eleven gathered to¬ 
gether and those who were with them, 
** who said, “The Lord has risen in¬ 
deed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
35 Then they told what had happened 
on the road, and how he was known 
to them in the breaking of the 
bread. 

36 As they were saying this, Jesus 
himself stood among them. J ' 37 But 
they were startled and frightened, and 
supposed that they saw a spirit. 38 And 
he said to them, “Why are you troubled, 
and why do questionings rise in your 


86 The risen Christ appears 

hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself; handle me, and see; 
for a spirit bias not tlesh and bones as 
you see that I have.”* 41 And while they 
still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, 
he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece 
of broiled rish, 43 and he took it and ate 
before them. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are 
my words which I spoke to you, while I 
was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses 
and the prophets and the psalms must 
be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, 
46 and said to them, “Thus it is written, 
that the Christ should suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, 47 and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be preached in his name to all 
nations, £ beginning from Jerusalem. 
48 You are witnesses of these things. 
4 9 And behold, I send the promise of my 
Father upon you; but stay in the city, 
until you are clothed with power from 
on high.” 

50 Then he led them out as far as 
Bethany, and lifting up his hands he 
blessed them. While he blessed them, 
he parted from them." 52 And they 6 re¬ 
turned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53 and were continually in the temple 
blessing God. 


* Other ancient authorities add and taid to them, "Peace to you P* 

^Other ancient authorities add verse 40, And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet 

* Or nations. Beginning front Jerusalem you are witnesses 

* Other ancient authorities add and was carried up into heaven 
® Other ancient authorities add worshipped him, and 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


JOHN 


13 In the beginning was the Word, 
A and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2 He was in the be¬ 
ginning with God; 3 all things were 
made through him, and without him 
was not anything made that was made. 
4 In him was lite," and the life was the 
light of men. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not over¬ 
come it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came for 
testimony, to bear witness to the light, 
that all might believe through him. 
8 He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness to the light. 

9 The true light that enlightens every 
man was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world knew 
him not. 11 He came to his own home, 
and his own people received him not. 
12 But to all who received him, who be¬ 
lieved in his name, he gave power to be¬ 
come children of God; 13 who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; 
we have beheld his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father. 15 (John bore 
witness to him, and cried, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks before me, for he was before 
me.’ ”) I6 And from his fullness have we 
all received, grace upon grace. 17 For 
the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God; the only 
Son, 6 who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he has made him known. 

19 And this is the testimony of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites 


from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you? 5 ” 20 He confessed, he did not deny, 
but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21 And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Eli'iah?” He said, “I am not.” 
“Are you the prophet?” And he an¬ 
swered, “No.” 22 They said to him 
then, “Who are von? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I 
am the voice of one crying in the wilder¬ 
ness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,' as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

24 Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Then 
why are you baptizing, if you are 
neither the Christ, nor Eli 1 ah, nor the 
prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I 
baptize with water; but among you 
stands one whom you do not know, 
27 even he who comes after me, the 
thong of whose sandal I am not worthy 
to untie.” 28 This took place in Bethany 
beyond the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 

29 The next d3y he saw Jesus coming 
toward him, and said, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! 30 This is he of whom I said, 
‘After me comes a man who ranks be¬ 
fore me, for he was before me/ 31 I 
myself did not know him; but for this I 
came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And 
John bore witness, “I saw the Spirit 
descend as a dove from heaven, and it 
remained on him. 33 I njyself did not 
know him; but he who sent me to 
baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain, this is he who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit/ 34 And I have seen and 
have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.” 


a Or was not anything made. That which has been made was life in him 6 Other ancient authorities read God 
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JOHN 1 

35 The next day again John was 
standing with two of his disciples; 

36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked, 
and said, “Behold, die Lamb of God!” 

37 The two disciples heard him say this, 
and they followed Jesus. 38 Jesus 
turned, and saw them following, and 
said to them, “What do you seek?" 
And they said to him, “Rabbi” (wliich 
means Teacher), “where are you stay¬ 
ing?” 39 He said to them, “Come and 
see.” They came and saw where he was 
staying; and they stayed with him that 
day, for it was about the tenth hour. 
40 One of the two who heard John speak, 
and followed him, was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his 
brother Simon, and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him, and said, “So you 
are Simon the son of John? You shali be 
called Cephas” (which means Peter c ). 

43 The next day Jesus decided to go 
to Galilee. And he found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now 
Philip was from Beth-sa'ida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found 
Nathan'a-el, and said to him, “We have 
found him of whom Moses in the law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 4i > Na¬ 
than'a-el said to him, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus 
saw Nathan'a-el coming to him, and 
said of him, “Behold, an Israelite in¬ 
deed, in whom is no guile!” 48 Nathan 
a-el said to him, “How do you know 
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before 
Philip called you, when you were under 
the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathan'a-el 
answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 Jesus answered him, “Because I said 
to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do 
you believe? You shall see greater things 
than these.” 51 And he said to him, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see 
heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon fhe Son 
of man.” 


88 Cleansing of the temple 

On the third day there was a 
marriage at Cana in Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there; 2 Jesus 
also was invited to the marriage, with 
his disciples. 3 When the wine failed, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, 
“O woman, what have you to do with 
me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His. 
mother said to the servants, “Do what¬ 
ever he tells you.” 6 Nov.- six stone jars 
were standing there, for the Jewish rites 
of purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to 
them, “Now draw some out, and take k 
to the steward of the feast.” So they 
took it. 9 When the steward of the feast 
tasted the water now become wine, and 
did not know where it came from 
(though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the steward of the 
feast called the bridegroom 10 and said 
to him, “Every man serves the good 
wine first; and when men have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine; but you have 
kept the good wine until now.” H This, 
the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana 
in Galilee, and manifested his glory; 
and his disciples believed in him 

12 After this he went down to 
Caper'na-um, with his mother and his 
brothers and his disciples; and there 
they stayed for a few days. 

13 The Passover of the Jews was at 
hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
14 In the temple he found those who 
were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers at 
their business. 15 And making a whip of 
cords, he drove them all, with the sheep 
and oxen, out of the temple; and he 
poured out the coins of the money¬ 
changers and overturned their tables. 
b 5 And he told those who sold the 
pigeons, “Take these things away; you 
shall not make my Father’s house a 
house of trade.” 17 His disciples re¬ 
membered that it was written, “Zeal for 
thy house will consume me.” 18 The 


Jews then said to him, “What sign have 
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God so loved the world 89 JOHN 3 

you to show us for doing this?* 9 19 Jesus bear witness to what we have seen: 


answered them, “Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.** 

20 The Jews then said, “it has taken 
forty-six years to build this temple, and 
will you raise it up in three days?’" 

21 But he spoke of the temple of his 
body. 22 When therefore he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remem¬ 
bered that he had said this; and they be¬ 
lieved the scripture and the word which 
Jesus had spoken. 

23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at 
the Passover feast, many believed in his 
name when they saw the signs which he 
did; 24 but Jesus did not trust himself 
to them, ^because he knew all men 
and needed no one to bear witness of 
man; for he himself knew what was in 
man. 

3 Now there was a man of the 
Pharisees, named Nicode'mus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to 
Jcsus d by night and said to him, 
“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do, unless God is 
with him.** 3 Jesus answered him, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is horn anew/ he cannot see the king¬ 
dom of God.” 4 Nicode'mus said to 
him, “How can a man be bom when he 
is old? Can he enter a second time into 
his mother’s womb and be born?” 
5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is bom of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 6 That which is bom of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is bom of 
the Spirit is spirit/ 7 Do not marvel 
that I said to you, ‘You must be bom 
anew.*® 8 The wind'" blows where it 
wills, and you hear the sound of it, but 
you do not know whence it comes or 
whither it goes; so it is with every one 
who is bom of the Spirit.*’ 9 Nicode'¬ 
mus said to him, “How can this be?’ 9 
10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a 
teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand this? 11 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, we speak of what we know, and 


but you do not receive our testimony, 
12 If I have told you earthly things and 
you do not believe, how can you believe 
if I tell you heavenly things? 13 No one 
has ascended into heaven but he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of 
man/ 14 And as Mose3 lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 
believes in him may have eternal life.”* 

16 For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever be¬ 
lieves in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 17 For God sent the Son 
into the world, not to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be 
saved through him. 18 He who believes 
in him is not condemned; he who does 
not believe is condemned already, be¬ 
cause he has not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. 19 And this is the 
judgment, that the light has come into 
the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. 20 For every one who does evil 
hates the light, and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed, 
21 But he who does what is true comes 
to the light, that it may be clearly seen 
that his deeds have been wrought in 
God. 

22 After this Jesus and his disdples 
went into the land of Judea; there he 
remained with them and baptized. 
23 John also was baptizing at Ae'non 
near Salim, because there was much 
water there; and people came and were 
baptized. 24 For John had not yet been 
put in prison. 

25 Now a discussion arose between 
John’s disdples and a Jew over purify¬ 
ing. 26 And they came to John, and said 
to him, “Rabbi, he who was with you 
beyond the Jordan, to whom you bore 
witness, here he is, baptizing, and all 
are going to him.” 27 John answered, 
“No one can receive anything except 
what is given him from heaven. 28 You 
yourselves bear me witness, that I said. 


d Greek him « Or from above ' f The same Greek word means both wind and spirit 
J Other ancient authorities add who is in heaven 
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JOHN 3 

I am not the Christ, but T have been 
sent before him. 29 He who has the 
bride is the bridegroom; the friend of 
the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s 
voice: therefore this joy of mine is now 
full. 30 He must increase, but l must 
decrease.”* 

31 He who comes from above is above 
all; he who is of the earth belongs to the 
earth, and of the earth he speaks; he 
who comes from heaven is above all. 
32 He bears witness to what he has seen 
and heard, yet no one receives his 
testimony; 33 he who receives his 
testimony sets his seal to this, that God 
is true. 34 For he whom God has sent 
utters the words of God, for it is not by 
measure that he gives the Spirit; 35 the 
Father loves the Son, and has given all 
things into his hand. 36 He who believes 
in the Son has eternal life; he who does 
not obey the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God rests upon him. 

Now when the Lord knew that the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus 
was making and baptizing more dis¬ 
ciples than John 2 (although Jesus him¬ 
self did not baptize, but only his disci¬ 
ples), 3 he left Judea and departed again 
to Galilee. 4 He had to pass through 
Samar'ia. 5 So he came to a city of 
Samar'ia, called Sy'char, near the field 
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 
6 Jacob’s well was there, and so Jesus, 
wearied as he was with his journey, sat 
down beside the well. It was about the 
sixth hour. 

7 There came a woman of Samar'ia 
to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink.” * For his disciples had 

t one away into the city to buy food. 

The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a woman of Samar'ia?” For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans. 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the 
gift of God, and who it is that is saying 
to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him, and he would have 
given you living water.” 11 The woman 
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing 
to draw with, and the well is deep; 
where do you get that living water? 


90 The woman at the well 

12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and drank from it 
himself, and his sons, and his cattle?” 

13 Jesus said to her, “Every one who 
drinks of this water will thirst again, 

14 but whoever drinks of the water that 1 
shall give him will never thirst; the 
water that I shall give him will become 
in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” 15 The woman said to 
him, “Sir, give me this water, that 
I may not thirst, nor come here to 
draw.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your 
husband, and come here.” 17 The 
woman answered him, “I have no hus¬ 
band.” Jesus said to her, “You are right 
in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for 
you have had five husbands, and he 
whom you now have is not your hus¬ 
band; tliis you said truly.” The 
woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive 
that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers 
worshipped on this mountain; and you 
say that in Jerusalem is the place where 
men ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the 
Father. 22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jew's. 23 But the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshippers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for such the Father 
seeks to worship him. 24 God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The 
woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming (he who is called 
Christ); when he comes, he will show 
us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I 
who speak to you am he.” 

27 Just then his disciples came. 
They marvelled that he was talking with 
a woman, but none said, “What do you 
wish?” or, “Why are you talking with 
her?” 28 So the woman left her water 
jar, and went away into the city, and 
said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man 
who told me all that I ever did. Can this 
be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the 
city and were coming to him. 

31 Meanwhile the disciples besought 



Jesus heals the sick 91 

him, saying, “Rabbi, eat. 32 But he 
said to them, “I have food to eat of 
which you do not know.’' 33 So the dis¬ 
ciples said to one another, “Has any one 
brought him food?*' 34 Jesus said to 
them, “My food is to do the will of him 
who sent me, and to accomplish his 
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet 
four months, then comes the harvest’? 

I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see how 
the fields are already white for harvest. 

36 He who reaps receives wages, and 
gathers fruit for eternal life, so that 
sower and reaper may rejoice together. 

37 For here the saying holds true, “One 
sows and another reaps/ 38 J sent you 
to reap that for which you did not 
labour; others have laboured, and you 
have entered into their labour.” 

39 Many Samaritans from that city 
believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me all that I ever 
did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came 
to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there two days, 

41 And many more believed because of 
his word. 42 They said to the woman, 
“It is no longer because of your words 
that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and wc know that this .is 
indeed the Saviour of the world.” 

43 After the two days he departed to 
Galilee.' 44 For Jesus himself testified 
that a prophet has no honour in his own 
country. 45 So when he came to Galilee, 
the Galileans welcomed him, having 
seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at 
the feast, for they too had gone to the 
feast. 

46 So he came again to Cana in 
Galilee, where he had made the water 
wine. And at Caper'na-um there was an 
official whose son was ill. 4 7 When he 
heard that Jesus had come from Judea 
to Galilee, he went and begged him to 
come down and heal his son, for he was 
at the point of death. 48 Jesus therefore 
said to him, “Unless you see signs and 
wonders you will not believe.” 49 The 
official said to him, “Sir, come down 
before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to 
him, “Go; your son will live.” The man 


JOHN 5 

believed the word that Jesus spoke to 
him and went his way. 51 As he was going 
down, his servants met him and told 
him that his son was living. 52 So he 
asked them the hour when he began to 
mend, and they said to him, “Yesterday 
at tiie seventh hour the fever left him/ 9 
53 The father knew that was the hour 
when Jesus had said to him, “Your son 
will live”; and he himself believed, and 
all his household. 54 This was now the 
second sign that Jesus did when he had 
come from Judea to Galilee. 

5 After this there was a feast of the 
Jews, and Jesus went up to Jeru¬ 
salem. 

2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called 
Beth-za'tha/ which has five porticoes. 
3 In these lay a multitude of invalids, 
blind, lame, paralysed>' 5 One mart 
was there, who had been, ill for thirty- 
eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him and 
knew that he had been lying there a long 
time, he said to him, “Do you want to 
be healed?” 7 The sick man answered 
him, “Sir, I have no man. to put me into 
the pool when the water is troubled, and 
while I am going another steps down 
before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Rise, 
take up your pallet, and walk.” 9 And at 
once the man was healed, and he took 
up his pallet and walked. 

Now that day was. the sabbath. JO So 
the Jews said to the man who was 
cured, “It is the sabbath, it is not 
lawful for you to carry your pallet.” 
u But he answered them, “The man 
who healed me said to me, ‘Take up 
your pallet, and walk/ ” They asked 
him, “Who is the man who said to yoUj 
‘Take up your pallet, and walk’?’ 
13 Now the man who had been healed 
did not know who it was, for Jesus had 
withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the 
place. i 4 Afterward, Jesus found him in 
the temple, and said to him, “See, you 
are well! Sin no more, that nothing 
worse befall you.” * 5 The man went 
away and told the Jews that it was Jesus 
who had healed him. 16 And this was 


f Other ancient authorities read Bethesda, others Bethsd..„ 
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JOHN 5 

why the Jews persecuted Jesus, because 
he did this on the sabbath. 17 But Jesus 
answered them, “My Father is working 
still, and I am working.” 18 This was 
why the Jews sought all the more to 
kill him, because he not only broke the 
sabbath but also called God his Father, 
making himself equal with God. 

19 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, 
I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 
his own accord, but only what he sees 
the Father doing; for whatever he does, 
that the Son does likewise. 20 For the 
Father loves the Son, and shows him all 
that he himself is doing; and greater 
works than these will he show him, that 
you may marvel. *1 For as the Father 
raises the dead and gives them life, so 
also the Son gives life to whom he will, 
22 The Father judges no one, but has 
given all judgment to the Son, 23 that all 
may honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He who docs not 
honour the Son does not honour the 
Father who sent him. 24 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, he who hears my word and 
believes him who sent me, has eternal 
life; he does not come into judgment, 
but has passed from death to life. 

25 “Truly, truly, I say to you, the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and those who hear will live. 
26 For as the Father has life in himself, 
so he has granted the Son also to have 
life in himself, 27 and has given him 
authority to execute judgment, because 
he is the Son of man. 28 Do not marvel 
at this; for the hour is coming when all 
who are in the tombs will hear his voice 
29 and come forth, those who have done 
good, to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil, to the resur¬ 
rection of judgment. 

30 “I can do nothing on my own 
authority; as I hear, I judge; and my 
judgment is just, because I seek not my 
own will but the will of him who sent 
me. 31 If I bear witness to myself, my 
testimony is not true; 32 there is another 
who bears witness to me, and I know 
that the testimony which he bears to 
me is true. 33 You sent to John, and he 


92 Testimony to Jesus 

has borne witness to the truth. 34 Not 
that the testimony which I receive is 
from man; but 1 say this that you may 
be saved. 35 He was a burning and 
shining lamp, and you were willing to 
rejoice for a while in his light. 36 But 
the testimony which I have is greater 
than that of John; for the works which 
the Father has granted me to accom¬ 
plish, these very works which I am do¬ 
ing, bear me witness that the Father has 
sent me. 37 And the Father who sent me 
has himself borne witness to me. His 
voice you have never heard, his form 
you have never seen; 38 and you do 
not have his word abiding in you, for 
you do not believe him whom he has 
sent. 39 You search the scriptures, be¬ 
cause you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness to me; 40 yet you refuse to come 
to me that you may have life. 41 I do 
not receive glory from men. 42 But I 
know that you have not the love of God 
within you. 43 1 have come in my 
Father’s name, and you do not receive 
me; if another comes in his own name, 
him you will receive. 44 How can you 
believe, who receive glory from one 
another and do not seek the glory that 
comes from the only God? 45 Do not 
think that I shall accuse you to the 
Father; it is Moses who accuses you, on 
whom you set your hope. 46 If you be¬ 
lieved Moses, you would believe me, for 
he wrote of me. 47 But if you do not be¬ 
lieve his writings, how will you believe 
my words?” 

6 After this Jesus went to the other 
side of the Sea of Galilee, which is 
the Sea of Tibe'ri-as. 2 And a multitude 
followed him, because they saw the 
signs which he did on those who were 
diseased. 3 Jesus went up into the hills, 
and there sat down with his disciples. 
4 Now the Passover, the feast of the 
Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, 
then, and seeing that a multitude was 
coming to him, Jesus said to Philip, 
“How are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?” 6 This he said to test 
him, for he himself knew what he would 
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Feeding the five thousand 93 JOHN 6 

do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two him- into the boats and went to Caper'na- 
dred denarii* would not buy enough um, seeking Jesus, 
bread for each of them to get a little.” 25 When they found him on the other 
8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon side of the sea, they said to him, 
Peter’s brother, said to him, 9 “There is Rabbi, when did you come here?” 
a lad here who has five barley loaves and 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, 
two fish; but what are they among so I say to you, you seek me, not because 
many?” 1° Jesus said, “Make the people you saw signs, but because you ate your 
sit down.” Now there was much grass fill of the loaves. 27 Do not labour for the 
in the place; so the men sat down, in food which perishes, but for the food 
number about five thousand. 11 Jesus which endures to eternal life, which the 
then took the loaves, and when he had Son of man will give to you; for on him 
given thanks, he distributed them to has God the Father set his seal.” 
those who were seated; so also the fish, 28 Then they said to him, “What must 
as much as they wanted. 12 And when wc do, to be doing the works of God?” 
they had eaten their fill, he told his 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the 
disciples, “Gather up the fragments left work of God, that you believe in him 
over, that nothing may be lost.” 18 So whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to 
they gathered them up and filled twelve him, “Then what sign do you do, that 
baskets with fragments from the five we may see, and believe you? What 
barley loaves, left by these who had work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate 
eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
which he had done, they said, “This is written, ‘He gave them bread from 
indeed the prophet who is to come into heaven to eat.’ ” 32 Jesus then said to 
die world!” them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was 

15 Perceiving then that they were not Moses who gave you the bread 

about to come and take him by force to from heaven; my Father gives you the 
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to true bread from heaven. 33 For the 
the hills by himself. bread of God is that which comes down 

16 When evening came, his disciples from heaven, and gives life to the 
went down to the sea, 17 got into a boat, world.” 34 They said to him, “Lord, 
and started across the sea to Caper'na- give us this bread always.” 

um. It was now dark, and Jesus had not 35 Jesus said to them, “I am the 
yet come to them. 18 The sea rose be- bread of life; he who comes to me shall 
cause a strong wind was blowing, not hunger, and he who believes in me 
I 9 When they had rowed about three or shall never thirst. 36 But 1 said to you 
four miles, m they saw Jesus walking on that you have seen me and yet do not 
the sea and drawing near to the boat, believe. 37 AU that the Father gives me 
They were frightened, 20 but he said to will come to me; and him who comes to 
them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” me I will not cast out. 38 For I have 
21 Then they were glad to take him into come down from heaven, not to do my 
the boat, and immediately the boat was own will, but the will of him who sent 
at the land to which they were going. me; 39 and this is the will of him who 

22 On the next day the people who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all 
remained on the other side of the sea that he has given me, but raise it up at 
saw that there had been only one boat the last day. 40 For this is the will of my 
there, and that Jesus had not entered Father, that every one who sees the Son 
the boat with his disciples, but that his and believes in him should have eternal 
disciples had gone away alone. 23 How- life; and I will raise him up at the last 
ever, boats from Tibe'ri-as came near day.” 

the place where they ate the bread after 41 The Jews then murmured at him, 
the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when because he said, “I am the bread which 
the people saw that Jesus was not there, came down from heaven.” 42 They 
nor his disciples, they themselves got said, “Is not this Jesus, the son of 

* The denarius was worth about seventeen pence m Greek twenty-five or thi dia 
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JOHN 6 94 “/ am the bread of life n 

Joseph, whose father and mother we that gives life, the fiesh is of no avail; 
know? How does he now say, ‘I have the words that I have spoken to you are 
come down from heaven’?” 43 Jesus spirit and life. 64 But there are some of 
answered them, “.Do not murmur you that do not believe.” For Jesus 
among yourselves. 44 No one can come knew from the first who those were that 
to me unless the Father who sent me did not believe, and who it was that 
draws him; and I will raise him up at should betray him. 55 And he said, “This 
the last day. 45 It is written in the is why I told you that no one can come 
prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught to me unless it is granted him by the 
by God.* Every one who has heard and Father.” 

learned from the Father comes to me. 66 After this many of his disciples 
46 Not that any one has seen .the drew back and no longer went about 
Father except him who is from God; he with him. 67 Jesus said to the twelve, 
has seen the Father. 47 Truly, truly, I “Will you also go away?** 68 Simon 
say to you, he who believes has eternal Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
life. 48 1 am the bread of life. 49 Your shall we go? You have the words of 
fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, eternal life; 69 and we have believed, 
and they died. 50 This is the bread and have come to know, that you are the 
which comes down from heaven, that a Holy One of God.''* 70 Jesus answered 
man may eat of it and not die. 51 I am them, “Did I not choose you, the 
the living bread which came down from twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 
heaven; if any one eats of this bread, he 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon 
will live for ever; and the bread which I Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was 
shall give for the life of the world is my to betray him. 
flesh.” 

52 The Jews then disputed among After this Jesus went about in 

themselves, saying, “How can this / Galilee; he would not go about in 
man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Judea, because the Jews” sought to kill 
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say him. 7 Now the Jews* feast of Taber- 
to you, unless you eat the fiesh of the nacles was at hand. 3 So his brothers 
Son of man and drink his blood, you said to him, “Leave here and go to 
have no life in you; 54 he who eats my Judea, that your disciples may see the 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal works you are doing. 4 For no man 
life, and I will raise him up at the last works in secret if he seeks to be known 
day. 55 For my flesh is food indeed, and openly. If you do these things, shov/ 
my blood is drink indeed. 56 He who yourself to the world.** 5 For even his 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood brothers did not believe in him. 6 Jesus 
abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the said to them, “My time has not yet 
living Father sent me, and I live be- come, but your time is always here, 
cause of the Father, so he who eats me 7 The world cannot hate you, but it 
will live because of me. 58 This is the hates me because I testify of it that its 
bread which came down from heaven, works are evil. 8 Go to the feast your- 
not such as the fathers ate and died; he selves; I am not° going up to this 
who eats this bread will live for ever.” feast, for my time has not yet fully 
59 This he said in the synagogue, as he come.” 9 So saying, he remained in 
taught at Caper'na-um. Galilee. 

60 Many of his disciples, when they 10 But after his brothers had gone up 
heard it, said, “This is a hard saying; to the feast, then he also went up, not 
who can listen to it?’* 61 But Jesus, publicly but in private. 11 The Jews 
knowing in himself that his disciples were looking for him at the feast, and 
murmured at it, said to them, “Do you saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there was 
take offence at this? 62 Then what if you much muttering about him among the 
were to see the Son of man ascending people. While some said, “He is a good 
where he was before? 63 It is the spirit man,” others said, “No, he is leading 

* Or Judeans 0 Other ancient authorities add v« 
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Words of eternal life 95 JOHN 7 

the people astray.” 13 Yet for fear of the lieved in him; they said, “When the 
Jews no one spoke openly of him. Chris: appears, will he do more signs 

14 About the middle of the feast than this man has done?” 

Jesus went up into the temple and 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd 
taught. 15 The Jews marvelled at it, thus muttering about him, and the chief 
saying, “How is it that this man has priests and Pharisees sent officers to 
learning,? when he has never studied?” arrest him. 33 Jesus then said, “I shall 
16 So Jesus answered them, “My be with you a little longer, and then 1 
teaching is not mine, but his who sent go to him who sent me; 34 you will seek 
me; 17 if any man’s will is to do his will, me and you will not find me; where I 
he shall know whether the teaching is am you cannot come.” 35 The Jews said 
from God or whether I am speaking on to one another, “Where does this man 
my own authority. 18 He who speaks on intend to go that we shall not find him? 
his own authority seeks his own glory. Docs he intend to go to the Dispersion 
but he who seeks the glory of him who among the Greeks and teach the 
sent him is true, and in him there is no Greeks? 36 What docs he mean by say- 
falsehood. 19 Did not Moses give you ing, ‘You wiU seek me and you will not 
the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot 
Why do you seek to kill me?” 20 The come’?” 

people answered, “You have a demon 1 37 On the last day of the feast, the 

Who is seeking to kill you?” 21 Jesus great day, Jesus stood up and pro- 
answered them, “I did one deed, and claimed, “If any one thirst, let him 
you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you come to me and drink. 38 He who be- 
circumcision (not that it is from Moses, lieves in me, as« the scripture has said, 
but from the fathers), and you cir- ‘Out of his heart shall flow rivers of 
cumcise a man upon the sabbath. 23 If living water/ ” 39 Now this he said 
on the sabbath a man receives circum- about the Spirit, which those who be- 
cision, so that the law of Moses may lieved in him were to receive; for as yet 
not be broken, are you angry with me the Spirit had not been given, because 
because on the sabbath I made a man’s Jesus was not yet glorified, 
whole body well? 24 Do not judge by ap- 40 When they heard these words, 
pearances, but judge with right judg- some of the people said, “This is really 
ment.” the prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is 

25 Some of the people of Jerusalem the Christ.” But some said, “Is the 
therefore said, “Is not this the man Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not 
whom they seek to kill? 26 And here he the scripture said that the Christ is 
is, speaking openly, and they say noth- descended from David, and comes from 
ing to him !Can it be that the authorities Bethlehem, the village where David 
really know that this is the Christ? was?” 43 So there was a division among 

27 Yet we know where this man comes the people over him. 44 Some of them 
from; and when the Christ appears, no wanted to arrest him, but no one laid 
one will know where he comes from.” hands on him. 

28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in 45 The officers then went back to the 
the temple, “You know me. and you chief priests and Pharisees, who said to 
know where I come from? But I have them, “Why did you not bring him?” 
not come of my own accord; he who 46 The officers answered, “No man 
sent me is true, and him you do not ever spoke like this man!” 47 The 
know. 29 1 know him. for I come from Pharisees answered them, “Are you led 
him, and he sent me. 30 So they sought astray, you also? 48 Have any of the 
to arrest him; but no one laid hands on authorities or of the Pharisees believed 
him, because his hour had not yet in him? 49 But this crowd, who do not 
come. 31 Yet many of the people be- know the law, are accursed.” 50 Nicode'- 

? Or this man knows his Utters ® Or 1st him corns to me, and let him who believes in me drink. As 
7.13i Jn 19.38; 20.19. 7.19i Jn 1.17. 7.20i Jn 8.48; 10.20; Mt 11.18; Mk 3.22. 7.21: Jn 5.2-9. 

7.22i Lev 12.3; Gen 17.10; 21.4. 7.23: Mk 3.5; Lk 13.12; 14.4. 7.24: Jn 8.15; Is 11.3; Zech 7.9. 

7.27: In 6.42; 7.41; 9.29. 7.28: Jn 8.42. 7.29: Jn 8.55; 17.25; Mt 11.27. 

7.30: Jn 7.44; 10.39; Mk 12.12; Jn 8.20. 7.31: Jn 8.30; 10.42; 11.45. 

7.33: In 8.21; 12.35; 13.33; 14.19; 16.16-19. 7.35: Jas 1.1: 1 Pet 1.1; In 12.20; Acts 11.20. 

7.37: Lev 23.36; Jn 4.10, 14. 7.38: Is 44.3; 55.1; 58.11. 7.39: Jn 20.22; 12.23. 7.40: Jn 1.21; Mt 21.IL 
7.42: Mic 5.2; Mt 1.1; Lk 2.4 7.44: Jn 7.30; 1039. 7.46: Mt 7.28. 7.50: Jn 3.1; 1939. 



JOHN 7 96 “Truth will make you free 9 ' 


mus, who had gone to him before, and 
who was one of them, said to them, 
51 “Does our law judge a man without 
first giving him a hearing and learning 
what he does?’ 9 52 They replied, “Are 
you from Galilee too? Search and you 
will see that no prophet is to rise from 
Galilee.” 5 " 

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, say¬ 
ing, “I am the light of the world; he 
who follows me will not walk in dark¬ 
ness, but will have the light of life.” 
15 The Pharisees then said to him, “You 
are bearing witness to yourself; your 
testimony is not true.” 14 Jesus an¬ 
swered, “Even if I do bear witness to 
myself, my testimony is true, for I know 
whence I have come and whither I am 
going, but you do not know whence I 
come or whither I am going. 15 You 
judge according to the flesh, I judge no 
one. 10 Yet even if I do judge, my judg¬ 
ment is true, for it is not I alone that 
judge, but i and he s who sent me. 17 In 
your law it is written that the testimony 
of two men is true; 18 I bear witness to 
myself, and the Father who sent me 
bears witness to me.” 1Q They said to 
him therefore, “Where is your Father?” 
Jesus answered, “You know neither me 
nor my Father; if you knew me, you 
would know my Father also.” 20 These 
words he spoke in the treasury, as he 
taught in the temple; but no one ar¬ 
rested him, because his horn had not 
yet come. 

21 Again he said to them, “I go away, 
and you will seek me and die in your 
sin; where I am going, you cannot 
come.” 22 Then said the Jews, “Will he 
kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am 
going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to 
them, “You are from below, I am from 
above; you are of this world, I am not 


of this world. 24 I told you that you 
would die in your sins, for you will die 
in your sins unless you believe that I 
am he.” 25 They said to him, “Who are 
you?” Jesus said to them, “Even what I 
have told you from the beginning.* 26 I 
have much to say about you and much 
to judge; but he who sent me is true, 
and I declare to the world what I have 
heard from him.” 27 They did not un¬ 
derstand that he spoke to them of the 
Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you 
have lifted up the Son of man, then you 
will know that I am he, and that 1 do 
nothing on my own authority but speak 
thus as the Father taught me. 29 And he 
who sent me is with me; he has not left 
me alone, for I always do what is pleas¬ 
ing to him.” 30 As he spoke thus, many 
believed in him. 

31 Jesus then said to the Jews who 
had believed in him, “If you continue 
in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” 33 They an¬ 
swered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham, and have never been in 
bondage to any one. How is it that you 
say, ‘You will be made free’?” 

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, every one who com¬ 
mits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave 
does not continue in the house for ever; 
the son continues for ever. 36 So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed. 37 I know that you are descend¬ 
ants of Abraham; yet you seek to kill 
me, because my word finds no place in 
you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with 
my Father, and you do what you have 
heard from your father.” 

39 They answered him, “Abraham 
is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If 
you were Abraham’s children, you 
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would do what Abraham did, 40 but now said to him, “You are not yet fifty years 
you seek to kill me, a man who has told old, and have you seen Abraham?”** 
you the truth which I heard from God; 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I 
this is not what Abraham did. 41 You do say to you, before Abraham vras, I am.” 
what your father did.” They said to 59 So they took up stones to throw at 
him, “We were not bora of fornication; him; but Jesus hid himself, and went 
we have one Father, even God.” out of the temple. 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Q As he passed by, he saw a man 
Father, you would love me, for I pro- blind from his birth, 2 And his disci- 
cecded and came forth from God; I pies asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, 
came not of my own accord, but he sent this man or his parents, that he w’as born 
me. 43 Why do you not understand what blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not 
I say? It is because you cannot bear to that this man sinned, or his parents, but 
hear my word. 44 You are of your father that the works of God might be made 
the devil, and your will is to do your manifest in him. 4 We must work the 
father’s desires. He was a murderer works of him who sent me, while it is 
from the beginning, and has nothing to day; night comes, when no one can 
do with the truth, because there is no work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks am the light of the world.” 6 As he said 
according to his own nature, for he is a this, he spat on the ground and made 
liar and the father of lies. 45 But, be- clay of the spittle and anointed the 
cause I tell the truth, you do not believe man’s eyes with the clay, 7 saying to 
me. 46 Which of you convicts me of sin? him, “Go, wash in the pool of Silo'am” 
If 1 tell the truth, why do you not be- (which means Sent). So he went and 
lieve me? 47 He who is of God hears the washed and came back seeing. 8 The 
words of God; the reason why you do neighbours and those who had seen him 
not hear them is that you ar e not of before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the 
God.” man who used to sit and beg?” 9 Some 

48 The Jews answered him, “Are we said, “It is he”; others said, “No, hut 
not right in saying that you are a he is like him.” He said, “I am the 
Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus man.” 10 They said to him, “Then how 
answered, “I have not a demon; but I were your eyes opened?” 11 He an- 
honour my Father, and you dishonour swered, “The .man called Jesus made 
me. so Yet I do not seek my own glory; clay and anointed my eyes and said to 
there is One who seeks it and he will be me, ‘Go to Silo'am and wash’; so I 
the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, went and washed and received my 
if any one keeps my word, he will never sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is 
see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, he?” He said, “I do not know’.” 

“Now we know that you have a demon. 13 They brought to the Pharisees the 
Abraham died, as did the prophets; and man who had formerly been blind, 
you say, ‘If any one keeps my word, he 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 
will never taste death.* 53 Are you greater made the clay and opened his eyes, 
than our father Abraham, who died? 15 The Pharisees again asked him how 
And the prophets died! Who do you he had received his sight. And he said 
claim to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I 
glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it washed, and I see.” 16 Some of the 
is my Father who glorifies me, of whom Pharisees said, “This man is not from 
you say that he is your God. 55 But you God, for he does not keep the sabbath.” 
have not known him; I know him. If I But others said, “How can a man who is 
said, I do not know him, I should be a a sinner do such signs?” There was a 
liar like you; but I do know him and I division among them. 17 So they again 
keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham said to the blind man, “What do you say 
rejoiced that he was to see my day; he about him, since he has opened your 
saw it and was glad.” 57 The Jews then eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

u Other ancient authorities read has Abraham seen you ? 
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18 The Jews did not believe that he 
had been blind and had received his 
sight, until they called the parents of 
the man who had received his sight, 
19 and asked them, “Is this your son, 
who you say was bom blind? How then 
does he now see?” 20 His parents an¬ 
swered, “We know that this is our son. 
and that he was born blind; 21 but how 
he now sees we do not know, nor do we 
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 
is of age, he will speak for himself.” 
22 His parents said this because they 
feared the Jews, for the Jews had al¬ 
ready agreed that if any one should con¬ 
fess him to be Christ, he was to be put 
out of the synagogue, 23 Therefore his 
parents said, “He is of age, ask him.” 

24 So for the second time they called 
the man who had been blind, and said 
to him, “Give God the praise; we know 
that this man is a sinner.” 25 He an¬ 
swered, “Whether he is a sinner, I do 
not know; one thing I know, that 
though I was blind, now I sec.” 26 They 
said to him, “What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?” 27 He an¬ 
swered them, “I have told you already, 
and you would not listen. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Do you too want 
to become his disciples?” - s And they 
reviled him, saying, “You are his disci¬ 
ple, but we are disciples of Moses. 
29 We know that God has spoken to 
Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 30 The 
man answered, “Why, this is a marvel I 
You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but 
if any one is a worshipper of God and 
does his will, God listens to him. 

32 Never since the world began has it 
been heard that any one opened the 
eyes of a man bom blind. 33 If this man 
were not from God, he could do noth¬ 
ing.” 34 They answered him, “You 
were bom in utter sin, and would you 
teach us?” And they cast him out. 

35 Jesus heard that they had cast him 
out, and having found him he said, “Do 
you believe in the Son of man?”" 36 He 
answered, “And who is he, sir, that I 
may believe in him?” 37 Jesus said to 
him, “You have seen him, and it is he 

v Other ancient authorities read the Son cf God 
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?8 The good shepherd 

who speaks to you.” 33 He said, “Lord, 

1 believe”; and he worshipped him. 
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came 
into this world, that those who do not 
see may see, and that those who see may 
become blind." 40 Some of the Pharisees 
near him heard this, and they said to 
him, “Aie we also blind?” 41 Jesus said 
to them, “If you were blind, you would 
have no guilt; but now that you say, 
c \Vc see,’ your guilt remains. 

A “Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
JLU'' who does not enter the shecpfold 
by die door but climbs in by another 
way, that man is a thief and a robber; 

2 but he who enters by die door is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the 
gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear Iris 
voice, and he calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. 4 When he 
has brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. -\A stranger they 
will not follow, but they will flee from 
him, for they do not know the voice of 
strangers.” 6 This figure Jesus used 
with them, but they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. 

7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are 
thieves and robbers; but the sheep did 
not heed them. 9 I am the door; if any 
one enters by me, he will be saved, and 
will go in and out and find pasture. 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I came that they may have 
life, and have it abundantly. 11 I am the 
good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12 He who 
is a hireling mid not a shepherd, whose 
own the sheep are not, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees; 
and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13 He flees because he is a hireling 
and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am 
the good shepherd; I know my own and 
my own know me, 15 as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep, l6 And I 
have other sheep, that are not of this 
fold; I must bring them also, and they 
will heed my voice. So there shall be one 
flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason 
the Father loves me, because I lay down 

28.9. 9.39: Jn 5.27; 3.19; Mt 15.14. 9.41: Ja 15.22. 
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my life, that I may take it again. 18 No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again; 
this charge I have received from my 
Father.” 

19 There was again a division among 
the Jews because of these words. 

20 Many of them said, “He has a demon; 
and he is mad; why listen to him?’ 

21 Others said, “These are not the say¬ 
ings of one who has a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

22 It was the feast of the Dedication 
at Jerusalem; 23 it was winter, and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the 
portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews 
gathered round him and said to him, 
“How long will you keep us in sus¬ 
pense? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly.” 25 Jesus answered them, “I 
told you, and you do not believe. The 
works that I do in my Father’s name, 
they bear witness to me; 26 but you do 
not believe, because you do not belong 
to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my 
voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me; 28 and I give them eternal fife, and 
they shall never perish, and no one shall 
snatch them out of my hand. 29 My 
Father, who has given them to me, 1 " is 
greater than all, and no one is able to 
snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 
30 1 and the Father are one.” 

31 The Jews took up stones again to 
stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I 
have shown you many good works from 
the Father; for which of these do you 
stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, 
“We stone you for no good work but for 
blasphemy; because you, being a man, 
make yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered 
diem, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I 
said, you are gods’? 35 If he called them 
gods to whom the word of God came 
(and scripture cannot be broken), 36 do 
you say of him whom the Father 
consecrated and sent into the world, 
"You are blaspheming,’ because I said, 
*1 am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not 
doing the works of my Father, then do 
not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even 
though you do not believe me, believe 


the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me and 
I am in the Father.” 39 Again they tried 
to arrest him, but he escaped from their 
hands. 

40 He went away again across the 
Jordan to the place where John at first 
baptized, and there he remained. 41 And 
many came to him; and they said, 
“John did no sign, but everything that 
John said about this man was true.” 
42 And many believed in him there. 

H Now a certain man was ill, 
Laz'arus of Bethany, the village 
of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was 
Mary who anointed the Lord with 
ointment and wiped his feet with her' 
hair, whose brother Laz/arus was ill. 
3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But 
when Jesus heard it he said, “This ill¬ 
ness is not unto death; it is for the glory 
of God, so that the Son of God may be 
glorified by means of it.” 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Laz'arus. 6 So when he heard 
that he was ill, he stayed two days longer 
in the place where he was. 7 Then after 
this he said to the disciples, “Let us go 
into Judea again.” 8 The disciples said 
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were but now 
seeking to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours in the day? If 
any one walks in the day, he does not 
stumble, because he sees the light of this 
world. 10 But if any one walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light is 
not in him,” 11 Thus he spoke, and then 
he said to them, “Our friend Laz'arus 
has fallen asleep, but I go to awake him 
out of sleep.” 12 The disciples said to 
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken 
of his death, but they thought that he 
meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus 
told them plainly, “Laz'arus is dead; 
15 and for your sake I am glad that I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But 
let us go to him.” 36 Thomas, called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let 
us also go, that we may die with him.” 
17 Now when Jesus came, he found 


w Other ancient authorities read SFTfar my Father has given tc me 
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that Laz'arus* had already been in the 
tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about two miles?' off, 19 and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. 20 When Martha heard 
that Jesus was coming, she went and 
met him, while Mary sat in the house. 
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 And even now I know that 
whatever you ask from God, God will 

f ive you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 
rother will rise again.” 24 Martha said 
to him, “I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrec¬ 
tion and the life; 2 he who believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
26 and whoever lives and believes in me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I be¬ 
lieve that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, he who is coming into the world.” 

28 When she had said this, she went 
and called her sister Mary, saying 
quietly, “The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.” 29 And when she heard 
it, she rose quickly and went to him. 
30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still in the place where 
Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews 
who were with her in the house, 
consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly 
and go out, they followed her, suppos¬ 
ing that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32 Then Mary, when she 
came where Jesus was and saw him, fell 
at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” 33 when Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was deeply moved 
in spirit and troubled; 34 and he said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They 
said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37 But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, 
came to the tomb; it was a cave, and a 
stone lay upon it. 39 Jesus said, “Take 


Lazarus raised from death 
away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by 
this time there will be an odour, for he 
has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said 
to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
would believe you would see the glory 
of God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast heard me. 42 1 knew that thou 
hearest me always, but I have said this 
on account of the people standing by, 
that they may believe that thou didst 
send me.” 43 When he had said this, he 
cried with a loud voice, “Laz'arus, come 
out.” 44 The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet bound with bandages, 
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who 
had come with Mary and had seen what 
he did, believed in him; 46 but some of 
them went to the Pharisees and told 
them what Jesus had done. 47 So the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered 
the council, and said, “What are we to 
do? For this man performs many signs. 
48 If we let him go on thus, every one 
will believe in him, and the Romans will 
come and destroy both our holy place 0 
and our nation.” 49 But one of them, 
Ca'iaphas, who was high priest that 
year, said to them, “You know nothing 
at all; 50 you do not understand that it is 
expedient for you that one man should 
die for the people, and that the whole 
nation should not perish.” 51 He did not 
say this of his own accord, but being 
high priest that year he prophesied that 
Jesus should die for the nation, 52 and 
not for the nation only, but to gather 
into one the children ol God who are 
scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on 
they took counsel how to put him to 
death. 

54 Jesus therefore no longer went 
about openly among the Jews, but went 
from there to the country near the wil¬ 
derness, to a town called E'phraim; and 
there he stayed with the disciples. 

55 Now the Passover of the Jews was 
at hand, and many went up from the 
country to Jerusalem before the Pass- 
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over, to purify themselves. 56 They were then they remembered that this had 
looking for Jesus and saying to one an- been written of him and had been done 
other as they stood in the temple, to him. 17 The crowd that had been with 
“What do you think? That he will not him when he called Laz'arus out of the 
come to the feast?” 57 Now the chief tomb and raised him from the dead bore 
priests and the Pharisees had given witness. 18 The reason why the crowd 
orders that if any one knew where he went to meet him was that they heard he 
was, he should let them know, so that had done this sign. The Pharisees 
they might arrest him. then said to one another, “You see that 

^ Six days before the Passover, you can do nothing; look, the world has 
IX Jesus came to Bethany, where gone after him.” 

Laz'arus was, whom Jesus had raised 20 Now among those who went up to 
from the dead. 2 There they made him worship at the feast were some Greeks, 
a supper; Martha served, and Laz'arus 21 So these came to Philip, who was 
was one of those at table with him. from Beth-sa'ida in Galilee, and said to 
3 Mary took a pound of costly ointment him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 
of pure nard and anointed the feet of 22 Philip went and told Andrew; An- 
Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair; drew went with Philip and they told 
and the house was filled with the Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, 
fragrance of the ointment. 4 But Judas “The hour has come for the Son of man 
Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to 
was to betray him), said, 5 “Why was you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
this ointment not sold for three hundred the earth and dies, it remains alone; but 
denarii 6 and given to the poor?” 6 This if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who 
he said, not that he cared for the poor loves his life loses it, and he who hates 
but because he was a thief, and as he his life in this world will keep it for 
had the money box he used to take what eternal life. 26 If any one serves me, he 
was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Let her must follow me; and where I am, there 
alone, let her keep it for the day of my shall my servant be also; if any one 
burial. 8 The poor you always have with serves me, the Father will honour him. 
you, but you do not always have me.” 27 “Now is my soul troubled. And 
9 When the great crowd of the Jews what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from 
learned that he was there, they came, this hour’? No, for this purpose I have 
not only on account of Jesus but also to come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify thy 
see Laz'arus, whom he had raised from name.” Then a voice came from 
the dead. 10 So the chief priests planned heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will 
to put Laz'arus also to death, 11 because glorify it again.” 29 The crowd standing 
on account of him many of the Jews by heard it and said that it had thun- 
were going away and believing in Jesus, dered. Others said, “An angel has 
12 The next day a great crowd who spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, 
had come to the feast heard that Jesus “This voice has come for your sake, not 
was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this 
took branches of palm trees and went world, now shall the ruler of this world 
out to meet him, crying, “Hosanna! be cast out; 32 and I, when I am lifted 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of up from the earth, will draw all men to 
the Lord, even the King of Israel!” myself.” 33 He said this to show by what 
14 And Jesus found a young ass and sat death he was to die. 34 The crowd an- 
upon it; as it is written, swered him, “We have heard from the 

is “Fear not, daughter of Zion; law that the Christ remains for ever, 

behold,, your king is coming, How can you say that the Son of man 

sitting bn an ass’s colt!” must be lifted up? Who is this Son of 

1(5 His disciples did not understand this man?” 35 Jesus said to them, “The light 

at first; but when Jesus was glorified, is with you for a little longer. Walk 

6 The denarius was worth about seventeen pence 
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while you have the light, lest the dark¬ 
ness overtake you; he who walks in the 
darkness does not know where he goes. 

36 While you have the light, believe in 
the light, that you may become sons of 
light.” 

When Jesus had said this, he de¬ 
parted and hid himself from them. 

37 Though he had done so many signs 
before them, yet they did not believe in 
him; 38 it was that the word spoken by 
the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed our report, 
and to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed?” 

39 Therefore they could not believe. 

For Isaiah again said, 

40 “He has blinded their eyes and 

hardened their heart, 
lest they should see with their eyes 
and perceive with their heart, 
and turn for me to heal them.” 

47 Isaiah said this because he saw his 
glory and spoke of him. 42 Nevertheless 
many even of the authorities believed in 
him, but for fear of the Pharisees they 
did not confess it, lest they should be 
put out of the synagogue: 43 for they 
loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God. 

44 And Jesus cried out and said, “He 
who believes in me, believes not m me 
but in him who sent me. 45 And he who 
sees me sees him who sent me. 46 I have 
come as light into the world, that who¬ 
ever believes in me may not remain in 
darkness. 47 If any one hears my sayings 
and does not keep them, I do not judge 
him; for I did not come to judge the 
world but to save the world. 48 He who 
rejects me and does not receive my say¬ 
ings has a judge; the word that I have 
spoken will be his judge on the last day. 

45 For I have not spoken on my own au¬ 
thority: the Father who sent me has 
himself given me commandment what 
to say and what to speak. 50 And I know 
that his commandment is eternal life. 

What I say, therefore, I Say as the 
Father has bidden me.” 

Now before the feast of the 
Passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to depart out of this 

® Other ancient authorities omit txctpt for his fset a Ot slave 
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world to the Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 And during supper, 
when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going to God, 4 rose from 
supper, laid aside his garments, and 
girded himself with a towel. 5 Then he 
poured water into a basin, and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel with which he was 
girded. * He came to Simon Peter; and 
Peter said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What 
I am doing you do not know now, but 
afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter 
said to him, “You shall never wash my 
feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not 
wash you, you have no part in me.” 
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not 
my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “He who 
has bathed does not need to wash, 
except for his feet/ but he is clean all 
over; and you are clean, but not all of 
you. 11 For he knew who was to betray 
him; that was why he said, “You are not 
all.clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet, 
and taken his garments, and resumed 
his place, he said to them, “Do you 
know what I have done to you? 13 You 
call me Teacher and Lord; and you are 
right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one an¬ 
other’s feet. 13 For I have given you an 
example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say 
to you, a servant 4 is not greater than his 
master; nor is he who is sent greater 
than he who sent him. 17 If you know 
these things, blessed are you if you do 
them. 18 I am not speaking of you all; I 
know whom I have chosen; it is that the 
scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who ate 
my bread has lifted his heel against me.* 
19 1 tell you this now, before it takes 
place, that when it does take place you 
may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, he who receives any 
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one whom I send receives me; and he 
who receives me receives him who sent 
me.” 

21 When Jesus had thus spoken, he 
was troubled in spirit, and testified, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you 
will betray me.’* 22 The disciples looked 
at one another, uncertain of whom he 
spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom 
Jesus loved, was lying close to the breast 
of Jesus; 24 so Simon Peter beckoned to 
him and said, “Tell us who it is of 
whom he speaks.*’ 25 So lying thus, close 
to the breast of Jesus, he said to him, 
“Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, 
“It is he to whom I shall give this 
morsel when I have dipped it.” So 
when he had dipped the morsel, he gave 
it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 

27 Then after the morsel, Satan entered 
into him. Jesus said to him, “What you 
are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no 
one at the table knew why he said this 
to him. 29 Some thought that, because 
Judas had the money box, Jesus was 
telling him, “Buy what we need for the 
feast”; or, that he should give some¬ 
thing to the poor. 30 So, after receiving 
the morsel, he immediately went out; 
and it was night. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, 
“Now is the Son of man glorified, and 
in him God is glorified; 32 if God is 
glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself, and glorify him at once, 

33 Little children, yet a little while I am 
with you. You will seek me; and as I 
said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
‘Where I am going you cannot come.* 
HA new commandment I give to you, 
that you love one another; even as I 
have loved you, that you also love one 
another. 35 By this all men will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 

36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, 
where are you going?” Jesus answered, 
“Where I am going you cannot follow 
me now; but you shall follow after¬ 
ward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, 
why cannot I follow you now? I will lay 
down my life for you.” 38 Jesus an- 
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swered, “Will you lay down your life 
for me? Truly, truly, 1 say to you, the 
cock will not crow, till you have denied 
me three times. 

4 A “Let not your hearts be trou- 
A ■ bled; believe'' in God, believe 
also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And when I go and pre¬ 
pare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. 4 And you know the 
way where I am going.”'" 5 Thomas said 
to him, “Lord, we do not know where 
you are going; how can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father, but by me. 7 If you 
had known me, you would have known 
my Father also; henceforth you know 
him and have seen him.” 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us 
the Father, and we shall be satisfied.” 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you so long, and yet you do not know 
me, Philip? He who has seen me has 
seen the Father; how can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own author¬ 
ity; but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11 Believe me that I am 
in the Father and the Father in me; or 
else believe me for the sake of the works 
themselves. 

12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he 
who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do, because I go to the 
Father. * 3 Whatever you ask in my 
name, I will do it, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son; 14 if you ask* 
anything in my name, I will do it. 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16 And I will pray the 
Father, and he will give you another 
Counsellor, to be with you for ever, 
1 7 even the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him; you know 
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him, for he dwells with you, and will 
be in you. 

18 “I will not leave you desolate; I 
will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, 
and the world will see me no more, but 
you will see me; because I live, you will 
live also. 20 In that day you will know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you. 21 He who has my com¬ 
mandments and keeps them, he it is 
who loves me; and he who loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love 
him and manifest myself to him.” 

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, 

“Lord, how is it that you will manifest 
yourself to us, and not to the world?” 

23 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves 
me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come 
to him and make our home with him. 

34 He who does not love me does not 
keep my words; and the word which 
you hear is not mine but the Father’s 
who sent me. 

25 “These things I have spoken to 
you, while I am still with you. 26 But 
the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to 
you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, T 
go away, and I will come to you.* If you 
loved me, you would have rejoiced, be¬ 
cause I go to the Father; for the Father 
is greater than I. 29 And now I have told 
you before it takes place, so that when it 
does take place, you may believe. 30 I 
will no longer talk much with you, for 
the ruler of this world is coming. He has 
no power over me; 31 but I do as the 
Father has commanded me, so that the 
world may know that I love the Father. 

Rise, let us go hence. 

1C “I am the true vine, and my 
AFather is the vinedresser. 2 Every 
branch of mine that bears no fruit, he 
takes away, and every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear 
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M Abide in me” 
more fruit. 3 You are already made 
dean by the word which I have spoken 
to you. 4 Abide in me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am 
the vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in me, and I in him, he it is that 
bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6 If a man does not 
abide in me, he is cast forth as a branch 
and withers; and the branches are gath¬ 
ered, thrown into the fire and burned. 
7 If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask whatever vou will, and 
it shall be done for you. 8 By this my 
Father is glorified, that you bear much 
fruit, and so prove to be my disdples. 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide 
in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in 
his love. 11 These things I have spoken 
to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full. 

12 “This is my commandment, that 
you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15 No longer do I 
call you servants,* for the servant* does 
not know what his master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, for all that I 
have heard from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and ap¬ 
pointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit and that your fruit should abide; 
so that whatever you ask the Father in 
my name, he may give it to you. 17 This 
I command you, to love one another. 

18 “If the world hates you, know that 
it has hated me before it hated you. 
19 If you were of the world, the world 
would love its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out 
of the world, therefore the world hates 
you. 20 Remember the word that I said 
to you, ‘A servant* is not greater than 
his master.* If they persecuted me, they 
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will persecute you; If they kept my 
word, they will keep yours also. 21 But 
all tins they will do to you on my ac¬ 
count, because they do not know him 
who sent me. 22 If I had not come and 
spoken to diem, they would not have 
sin; but now they have no excuse for 
their sin. 23 He who hates me hates my 
Father also. 24 If I had not done among 
them the works which no one else did, 
they would not have sin; but now they 
have seen and hated both me and my 
Father. 25 It is to fulfil the word that is 
written in their law, ‘They hated me 
without a cause.’ 26 But when the 
Counsellor comes, whom I*shall send to 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he 
will bear witness to me; 27 and you also 
are witnesses, because you have been 
with me from the beginning. 

1 (L “I have said all this to you to 
I” keep you from falling away. 

2 They will put you out of the syna¬ 
gogues; indeed, the hour is coming 
when whoever lulls you will think he is 
offering service to God. 3 And they will 
do this because they have not known the 
Father, nor me. 4 But I have said these 
things to you, that when their hour 
comes you may remember that I told 
you of diem. 

"I did not say these things to you 
from the beginning, because I was with 
you. 5 But now I am going to him who 
sent me; yet none of you asks me, 
‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I 
have said these things to you, sorrow 
has filled your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I 
tell you die truth: it is to your ad¬ 
vantage that I go away, for if I do not 
go away, the Counsellor will not come to 
you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 
s And when he comes, he will convince 
the world of sin and of righteousness 
and of judgment: 0 of sin, because they 
do not believe in me; 10 of righteous¬ 
ness, because I go to the Father, and 
you will see me no more; 11 of judg¬ 
ment, because the ruler of this world is 
judged. 

12 “I have yet many things to say to 
you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he 

•/Greek a human being 


will guide you into all the truth; for he 
will not speak on his own authority, but 
whatever he hears he will speak, and he 
will declare to you the things that are 
to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he 
will take what is mine and declare it to 
you. 15 A11 that the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will take what is 
mine and declare it to you. 

16 “A litde while, and you will see 
me no more; again a litde while, and 
you will see me.” 17 Some of his dis¬ 
ciples said to one another. “What is 
this that he says to us, ‘A litde while, 
and you will not see me, and again a 
litde while, and you will see me*; and, 
‘because I go to the Father’?” 18 They 
said, “What does he mean by ‘a litde 
while’? We do not know what he 
means.” 19 Jesus knew that they want¬ 
ed to ask him; so he said to them, “Is 
this what you are asking yourselves, 
what I meant by saying, ‘A little while, 
and you will not see me, and again a 
little while, and you will see me’? 
20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will 
weep and lament, but the world will 
rejoice; you will be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a 
woman is in travail she has sorrow, be¬ 
cause her hour has come; but when she 
is delivered of the child, she no longer 
remembers the anguish, for joy that a 
child-/ is bom into the world. 22 So you 
have sorrow now, but I will see you 
again and your hearts will rejoice, and 
no one will take your joy from you. 23 In 
that day you will ask nothing of me. 
Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask 
anything of the Father, he will give it 
to you in my name. 24 Hitherto you have 
asked nothing in my name; ask, and you 
will receive, that your joy may be full. 

25 “I have said this to you in figures; 
the hour is coming when I shall no 
longer speak to you in figures but tell 
you plainly of the Father. 26 In that day 
you will ask in my name; and I do not 
say to you that I shall pray the Father 
for you; 27 for the Father himself loves 
you, because you have loved me and 
have believed that I came from the 
Father. 28 1 came from the Father and 
have come into the world; again, I am 
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leaving the world and going to the which thou hast given me; I have 
Father/* guarded them, and none of them is lost 

29 His disciples said, “Ah, now you but the son of perdition, that the scrip- 
are speaking plainly, not in any figure 1 ture might be fulfilled. 13 Bin now I am 
30 Now we know that you know all coming to thee; and these things I speak 
things, and need none to question you; in the world,, that they may have my 
by this we believe that you came from joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 1 have 
God.” 31 Jesus answered them, “Do you given them thy word; and the world has 
now believe? 33 The hour is coming, in- bated them because they are not of the 
deed it has come, when you wm be world, even as 1 am not of the world, 
scattered, evexy man to his home, and 15 I do not pray that thou shouldst take 
will leave me alone; yet I am not done, them out of the world, but that thou 
for the Father is with me. 33 1 have said shouldst keep them from the evil one.* 
this to you, that in me you may have 16 They are not of the world, even as I 
peace. In the world you have tribula- am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in 
tion; but be of good cheer, l have over- the truth; thy word is truth. 18 As thou 
come the world.” didst send me into the world, so I have 

ITf When Jesus had spoken these sent them into the world. 19 And for 
A / words, he lifted up his eyes to their sake I consecrate myself, that they 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has also may be consecrated in truth, 
come; glorify thy Son that the Son may 20 “I do not pray for these only, but 
glorify thee, 2 since thou hast given him also for those who believe in me through 
power over all flesh, to give eternal life their word, 21 that they may all be one; 
to all whom thou hast given him. 3 And even as thou. Father, art in me, and I in 
this is eternal life, that they know thee thee, that they also may be in us, so that 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ the world may believe that thou hast 
whom thou hast sent. 4 1 glorified thee sent me. 22 The glory which thou hast 
on earth, having accomplished the work given me I have given to them, that they 
which thou gavest me to do; 3 and now, may be one even as we are one, 23 I in 
Father, glorify thou me in thy own them and thou in me, that they may be- 
presence with the glory which I had come perfectly one, so that the world 
with thee before the world was made, may know that thou hast sent me and 
6 “I have manifested thy name to the hast loved them even as thou hast loved 
men whom thou gavest me out of the me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, 
world; thine they were, and thou gavest whom thou hast given me, may be with 
them to me, and they have kept thy me where I am, to behold my glory 
word. 7 Now they know that every- which thou hast given me in thy love for 
thing that thou hast given me is from me before the foundation of the world, 
thee; 8 for I have given them the words 23 O righteous Father, the world has not 
which thou gavest me, and they have known thee, but I have known thee; and 
received them and know in truth that I these know that thou hast sent me. 26 I 
came from thee; and they have be- made known to them thy name, and I 
lieved that thou didst send me. 9 I am will make it known, that the love with 
praying for them; I am not praying for which thou hast loved me may be in 
the world but for those whom thou hast them, and I in them.” 
given me, for they are thine; 10 all mine 

are thine, and thine are mine, and lam 10 When Jesus had spoken these 
glorified in them. u And now I am no AO words, he went forth with his 
more in the world, but they are in the disciples across the Kidron valley, 
world, and I am coming to thee. Holy where there was a garden, which he and 
Father, keep them in thy name, which his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who 
thou hast given me, that they may be betrayed him, also knew the place; for 
one, even as we are one. 12 While I was Jesus often met there with his disciples, 
with them, I kept them in thy name, 3 So Judas, procuring a band of soldiers 
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and some officers from the chief priests teaching. 20 Jesus answered him, “I 
and the Pharisees, went there with lan- have spoken openly to the world; I have 
terns and torches and weapons. 4 Then always taught in synagogues and in the 
Jesus, knowing all that was to befall temple, where all Jews come together; I 
him, came forward and said to them, have said nothing secretly. 21 Why do 
“Whom do you seek?” 5 They an- you ask me? Ask those who have heard 
swered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus me, what I said to them; they know 
said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who what I said.” 22 When he had said this, 
betrayed him, was standing with them, one of the officers standing by struck 
6 When he said to them, “I am he,” Jesus with his hand, saying, “Is that 
they drew back and fell to the ground, how you answer the high priest?” 
7 Again he asked them, “Whom do you 23 Jesus answered him, “If I have 
seek?” And they said, “Jesus of spoken wrongly, bear witness to the 
Nazareth.” 8 Jesus answered, “I told wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, 
you that I am he; so, if you seek me, let why do you strike me?” 24 Annas then 
these men go.” 9 This was to fulfil the sent him bound to Ca'iaphas the high 
word which he had spoken, “Of those priest. 

whom thou gavest me I lost not one.” 25 Now Simon Peter was standing 
Then Simon Peter, having a sword, and warming himself. They said to him, 
drew it and struck the high priest’s slave “Are not you also one of his disciples?’ 5 
and cut off his right ear. The slave’s He denied it and said, “I am not.” 
name was Malchus. 11 Jesus said to 26 One of the servants 1 of the high 
Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; priest, a kinsman of the man whose ear 
shall I not drink the cup which the Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see 
Father has given me?” you in the garden with him?” 21 Peter 

12 So the band of soldiers and their again denied it; and at once the cock 
captain and the officers of the Jews crowed. 

seized Jesus and bound him. 13 First 28 Then they led Jesus from the 
they led him to Annas; for he was the house of Ca'iaphas to the praetorium. 
father-in-law of Ca'iaphas, who was It was early. They themselves did not 
high priest that year. 14 It was Ca'iaphas enter the praetorium, so that they 
who had given counsel to the Jews that might not be defiled, but might eat the 
it was expedient that one man should passover. 29 So Pilate went out to them 
die for the people. and said, “What accusation do you 

15 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so bring against this man?” 30 They an- 
did another disciple. As this disciple swered him, “If this man were not an 
was known to the high priest, he entered evildoer, we would not have handed 
the court of the high priest along with him over.” 31 Pilate said to them, 
Jesus, 16 while Peter stood outside at the “Take him yourselves and judge him by 
door. So the other disciple, who was your own law.” The Jews said to him, 
known to the high priest, went out and It is not lawful for us to put any man 
spoke to the maid who kept the door, to death.” 32 This was to fulfil the 
and brought Peter in. 17 The maid who word which Jesus had spoken to show 
kept the door said to Peter, “Are not by what death he was to die. 
you also one of this man’s disciples?” 33 Pilate entered the praetorium 
He said, “I am not.” 18 Now the serv- again and called Jesus, and said to him, 
ants 1 and officers had made a charcoal “Are you the King of the Jews?” 
fire, because it was cold, and they were 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of 
standing and warming themselves; your own accord, or did others say it to 
Peter also was with them, standing and you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, 
wanning himself. “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the 

19 The high priest then questioned chief priests have handed you over to 
Jesus about his disciples and his me; what have you done?” 26 Jesus 
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JOHN 18 

answered, “My kingship is not of this 
world; if my kingship were of this 
world, my servants would fight, that I 
might not be handed over to the Jews; 
but my kingship is not from the world.” 
37 Pilate said to him, “So you are a 
king?” Jesus answered, “You say that 
I am a king. For this I was bom, and for 
this I have come into the world, to bear 
witness to the truth. Every one who is of 
the truth hears my voice.” 38 Pilate said 
to him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went out to 
the Jews again, and told them, “I find 
no crime in him. 39 But you have a cus¬ 
tom that I should release one man for 
you at the Passover; will you have me 
release for you the King of the Jews?” 
40 They cried out again, “Not this man, 
but Barab'bas!” Now Barab'bas was a 
robber. 

1Q Then Pilate took Jesus and 
A-' scourged him. 2 And the soldiers 
plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on 
his head, and arrayed him in a purple 
robe; 3 they came up to him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” and struck 
him with their hands. 4 Pilate went out 
again, and said to them, “Behold, I am 
bringing him out to you, that you may 
know that I find no crime in him.” 

5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown 
of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate 
said to them, “Here is the man!” 

6 When the chief priests and the officers 
saw him, they cried out, “Crucify him, 
crucify him!” Pilate said to them, 
“Take him yourselves and crucify him, 
for I find no crime in him.” 7 The Jews 
answered him, “We have a law, and by 
that law he ought to die, because he has 
made himself die Son of God.” 8 When 
Pilate heard these words, he was the 
more afraid; 9 he entered the praetor- 
ium again and said to Jesus, “Where are 
you from?” But Jesus gave no answer. 
10 Pilate therefore said to him, “You 
will not speak to me? Do you not know 
that I have power to release you, and 
power to crucify you?” 11 Jesus an¬ 
swered him, “You would have no 
power over me unless it had been given 
you from above; therefore he who de¬ 
livered me to you has the greater sin.” 


The crucifixion 
12 Upon this Pilate sought to release 
him, but the Jews cried out, “If you 
release this man, you are not Caesar’s 
friend; every one who makes himself a 
king sets himself against Caesar.” 

13 When Pilate heard these words, he 
brought Jesus out and sat down on the 
judgment seat at a place called The 
Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gab'batha. 

14 Now it was the day of Preparation of 
the Passover; it was about the sixth 
hour. He said to the Jews, “Here is your 
King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with 
him, away with him, crucify him l” 
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify 
your King?” The chief priests an¬ 
swered, “We have no king but Caesar.” 
16 1 'hen he handed him over to them to 
be crucified. 

17 So they took Jesus, and he went 
out, bearing his own cross, to the place 
called the place of a skull, which is 
called in Hebrew Gol'gotha. 18 There 
they crucified him, and with him two 
others, one on either side, and Jesus 
between them. 19 Pilate also wrote a 
title and put it on the cross; it read, 
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this 
title, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was 
written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in 
Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews 
then said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The 
King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, 
I am King of the Jews.’ ” 22 Pilate an¬ 
swered, “What I have written I have 
written.” 

23 When the soldiers had crucified 
Jesus they took his garments and made 
four parts, one for each soldier; also his 
tunic. But the tunic was without seam, 
woven from top to bottom; 24 so they 
said to one another, “Let us not tear 
it, but cast lots for it to see whose it 
shall be.” This was to fulfil the scrip¬ 
ture, 

“They parted my garments among 
them, 

and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

25 So the soldiers did this. But 
standing by the cross of Jesus were his 
mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Mag- 
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Jesus appears to Mary 109 JOHN 20 

dalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother, had ever been laid. 42 So because of the 
and the disciple whom he loved stand- Jewish day of Preparation, as the tomb 
ing near, he said to his mother, “Worn- was close at hand, they laid Jesus there, 
an, behold, your son!” 27 Then he ^A Now on the first day of the 
said to the disciple, “Behold, your week Mary Mag'dalene came to 

mother!” And from that hour the dis- the tomb early, while it was still dark, 
dple took her to his own home. and saw that the stone had been taken 

28 After this Jesus, knowing that all away from the tomb. 2 So she ran, and 
was now finished, said (to fulfil the went to Simon Peter and the other disci- 
scripture), “I thirst.” 29 A bowl full of pie, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
vinegar stood there; so they put a said to them, “They have taken the 
sponge full of the vinegar on hyssop and Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
held It to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had know where they have laid him.” 
received the vinegar, he said, “It is 3 Peter then came out with the other 
finished”; and he bowed his head and disciple, and they went toward the 
gave up his spirit. tomb. 4 They both ran, but the other 

31 Since it was the day of Prepara- disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tion, in order to prevent the bodies tomb first; 5 and stooping to look in, he 
from remaining on the cross on the saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 
sabbath (for that sabbath was a high did not go in. # Then Simon Peter came, 
day), the Jews asked Pilate that their following him, and went into the tomb; 
legs might be broken, and that they he saw the linen cloths lying, 7 and the 
might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers napkin, which had been on his head, not 
came and broke the legs of the first, and lying with the linen cloths but rolled up 
of the other who had been crucified in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 
with him; 33 but when they came to disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
Jesus and saw that he was already dead, also went in, and he saw and believed; 
they did not break his legs. 34 But one 9 for as yet they did not know the scrip- 
of the soldiers pierced his side with a sure, that he must rise from the dead, 
spear, and at once there came out blood 10 Then the disciples went back to their 
and water. 35 He who saw it has borne homes. 

witness—his testimony is true, and he 11 But Mary stood weeping outside 
knows that he tells the truth—that you the tomb, and as she wept she stooped 
also may believe. 36 For these things to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw 
took place that the scripture might be two angels in white, sitting where the 
fulfilled, “Not a bone of him shall be body of Jesus had lain, one at the head 
broken.” 37 And again another scripture and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, 
says, “They shall look on him whom “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 
they have pierced.” said to them, “Because they have taken 

38 After this Joseph of Arimathe'a, away my Lord, and I do not know 
who was a disciple of Jesus, but se- where they have laid him.” 14 Saying 
cretly, for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate this, she turned round and saw Jesus 
that he might take away the body of standing, but she did not know that it 
Jesus, and Pilate gave him leave. So he was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
came and took away his body. 39 Nico- why are you weeping? Whom do you 
de'mus also, who had at first come to seek?” Supposing him to be the gar- 
him by night, came bringing a mixture dener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
of myrrh and aloes about a hundred carried him away, tell me where you 
pounds* weight. 40 They took the body have laid him, and I will take him 
of Jesus, and bound it in linen cloths away.** 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.** 
with the spices, as is the burial custom She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
of the Jews. 41 Now in the place where “Rab-bo'ni!” (which means Teacher), 
he was crucified there was a garden, and 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold me, 
in the garden a new tomb where no one for I have not yet ascended to the 
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JOHN 20 
Father; but go to my brethren and say 
to them, I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your 
God.” 18 Maiy Mag'dalene went and 
said to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 

19 On the evening of that day, the 
first day of the week, the doors being 
shut where the disciples were, for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among diem and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” 20 When he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. 
Then the disciples were glad when they 
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even so 1 send you.” 
22 And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them, and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are for¬ 
given; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.” 

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, 
called the Twin, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 So the other disci¬ 
ples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and place my finger in the mark of the 
nails, and place my hand in his side, S 
will not believe.” 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. The doors were shut, but 
Jesus came and stood among them, and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here 2 
and see my hands; and put out your 
hand, and place it in my side; do not be 
faithless, but believing. 5 ’ 28 Thomas an¬ 
swered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet be¬ 
lieve.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God, ana that 
believing you may have life in his 


Jesus appears to disciples 
After this Jesus revealed himself 
again to the disciples by the Sea 
of Tibe'ri-as; and he revealed himself 
in this way. 2 Simon Peter, Thomas 
called the Twin, Nathan / a-el of Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zeb'edee, and two 
others of his disciples were together* 
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am 
going fishing.” They said to mm, “We 
will go with you.” They went out and 
got into the boat; but that night they 
caught nothing. 

4 Just as day was breaking, Jesus 
stood on the beach ; yet the disciples did 
not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said 
to them, “Children, have you any fish?” 
They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to 
them, “Cast the net on the right side of 
the boat, and you will find some.” So 
they cast it, and now they were not able 
to haul it in, for the quantity of fish. 
7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put 
on his clothes, for he was stripped for 
work, and sprang into the sea. 8 But the 
other disciples came in the boat, drag¬ 
ging the net full of fish, for they were 
not far from the land, but about a hun¬ 
dred yards™ off. 

9 When they got out on land, they 
saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying 
on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, 
“Bring some of the fish that you have 
just caught. 5 ' ii So Simon Peter went 
aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of 
large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of 
them; and although there were so many* 
the net was not tom. n Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” 
Now none of the disciples dared ask 
him, “Who are you?” They knew it was 
the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the 
bread and gave it to them, and so with 
the fish. 1* This was now the third 
time that Jesus was revealed to the 
disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 

15 When they had finished breakfast, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
know that I love you.” He said to him, 
“Feed my lambs.” i 6 A second time he 
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“Follow me” 111 JOHN 21 


said to him, “Simon, son of John, do 

K u love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
>rd; you know that I love you.” He 
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” * 7 He 
said to him the third time, “Simon, son 
of John, do you love me?” Peter was 
grieved because he said to him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” And he said to 
him, “Lord, you know everything; you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Truly, truly, I 
say to you, when you were young, you 
girded yourself and walked where you 
would; but when you are old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and another will 
gird you and carry you where you do 
not wish to go.” (This he said to show 
by what death he was to glorify God.) 
And after this he said to him, “Follow 
me ” 

20 Peter turned and saw following 
the disciple whom Jesus loved, 


who had lain close to his breast at the 
supper and had said, “Lord, who is it 
that is going to betray you?” 21 When 
Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, 
what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to 
him, “If it is my will that he remain un¬ 
til I come, what is that to you? Follow 
me I” 23 The saying spread abroad 
among the brethren that this disciple 
was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to 
him that he was not to die, but, “If it is 
my will that he remain until I come, 
what is that to you?” 

24 This is the disciple who is bearing 
witness to these things, and who has 
written these things; and we know that 
his testimony is true. 

25 But there are also many other 
things which Jesus did; were every one 
of them to be written, I suppose that the 
world itself could not contain the books 
that would be written. 



THE 


ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 


I ln the first book, O The-oph'ilus, prayer, together with the women and 
I have dealt with all that Jesus Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his 
began to do and teach, 2 until the day brothers. 

when he was taken up, after he had 15 In those days Peter stood up 
given comma ndm ent through the Holy among the brethren (the company of 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had persons was in all about a hundred and 
chosen. 3 To them he presented him- twenty), and said, 16 “Brethren, the 
self alive after his passion by many scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
proofs, appearing to them during forty Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 
days, and speaking of the kingdom of mouth of David, concerning Judas who 
God. 4 And while staying 0 with them he was guide to those who arrested Jesus, 
charged them not to depart from Jeru- 17 For he was numbered among us, and 
salem, but to wait for the promise of the was allotted his share in this ministry. 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from 18 (Now this man bought a field with 
me, 5 for John baptized with water, but the reward of his wickedness; and fall- 
before many days you shall be baptized ing headlong & he burst open in the 
with the Holy Spirit.” middle and all his bowels gushed out. 

6 So when they had come together, 19 And it became known to all the 
they asked him, “Lord, will you at this inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” field was called in their language Akel'- 
7 He said to them, “It is not for you to dama, that is. Field of Blood.) 20 For it 
know times or seasons which the Father is written in the book of Psalms, 
has fixed by his own authority. 8 But ‘Let his habitation become desolate, 

you shall receive power when the Holy and let there be no one to live in it*; 

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall and 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all ‘His office let another take. 9 
Judea and Samar ia and to the end of 21 So one of the men who have accom- 
the earth.” 9 And when he had said this, panied us during all the time that the 
as they were looking on, he was lifted Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 
up, and a cloud took him out of their 22 beginning from the baptism of John 
sight. 10 And while they were gazing until the day when he was taken up 
into heaven as he went, behold, two from us—one of these men must be- 
men stood by them in white robes, come with us a witness to his resurrec- 
11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do tion.” 23 And they put forward two, 
you stand looking into heaven? This Joseph called Barsabbas, who was sur- 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into named Justus, and Matthi'as. 24 And 
heaven, will come in the same way as they prayed and said, “Lord, who 
you saw him go into heaven.” knowest the hearts of all men, show 

12 Then they returned to Jerusalem which one of these two thou hast 
from the mount called Olivet, which is chosen 25 to take the place in this 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey ministry and apostleship from which 
away; 13 and when they had entered, Judas turned aside, to go to his own 
they went up to the upper room, where place.” 26 And they cast lots for them, 
they were staying, Peter and John and and the lot fell on Matthi'as; and he 
James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, was enrolled with the eleven apostles. 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James the ^ When the day of Pentecost had 
son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot ^ come, they were all together in 
and Judas the son of James. 14 A11 these one place. 2 And suddenly a sound came 
with one accord devoted themselves to from heaven like the rush of a mighty 
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wind, and it filled all the house where before the day of the Lord comes, 
they were sitting. 3 And there appeared the great and manifest day. 
to them tongues as of fire, distributed 21 And it shall be that whoever calls 
and resting on each one of them. 4 And on the name of the Lord shall 

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit be saved.* 

and began to speak in other tongues, as 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: 
the Spirit gave them utterance. Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you 

5 Now there were dwelling in Jeru- by God with mighty works and wonders 
salem Jews, devout men from every and signs which God did through him 
nation under heaven. 6 And at this sound in your midst, as you yourselves know— 
the multitude came together, and they 23 this Jesus, delivered lip according to 
were bewildered, because each one the definite plan and foreknowledge of 
heard them speaking in his own lan- God, you crucified and killed by the 
guage. 7 And they were amazed and hands of lawless men. 24 But God raised 
wondered, saying, “Are not all these him up, having loosed the pangs of 
who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how death, because it was not possible for 
is it that we hear, each of us in his own him to be held by it. 25 For David says 
native language? 9 Par'thians and Medes concerning him, 

and Elamites and residents of Meso- ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
pota'mia, Judea and Cappado'cia, Pon- for he is at my right hand that I may 
tus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphyl'- not be shaken; 

ia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 2f * therefore my heart was glad, and my 
belonging to Cyre'ne, and visitors from tongue rejoiced; 

Rome, both Jews and proselytes, moreover my flesh will dwell in hope. 
11 Cretans and Arabians, we hear them 27 For thou wilt not abandon my soul 
telling in our own tongues the mighty to Hades, 

works of God.” 12 And all were amazed nor let thy Holy One see corruption, 
and perplexed, saying to one another, 28 Thou hast made known to me the 
“What does this mean?” 13 But others ways of life; 

mocking said, “They are filled with thou wilt make me full of gladness 
new wine.** with thy presence.* 

14 But Peter, standing with the 29 “Brethren, I may say to you con- 
eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed fidcntly of the patriarch David that he 
them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell both died and was buried, and his tomb 
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore 
and give ear to my words. 15 For these a prophet, and knowing that God had 
men are not drunk, as you suppose, sworn with an oath to him that he 
since it is only the third hour of the would set one of his descendants upon 
day; 16 but this is what was spoken by his throne, 3 i he foresaw and spoke of 
the prophet Jo'el: the resurrection of the Christ, that he 

n ‘And in the last days it shall be, God was not abandoned to Hades, nor did 
declares, his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon God raised up, and of that we all are 
all flesh, witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at 

and your sons and your daughters the right hand of God, and having 
shall prophesy, received from the Father the promise 

and your young men shall see visions, of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out 
and your old men shall dream dreams; this which you see and hear. 34 For 
18 yea, and on my menservants and my David did not ascend into the heavens; 
maidservants in those days but he himself says, 

I will pour out my Spirit; and they ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my 
shall prophesy. right hand. 

And I will show wonders in the 35 till I make thy enemies a stool for 
heaven above thy feet.’ 

and signs on the earth beneath, 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore 

blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke; know assuredly that God has made him 
20 the sun shall be turned into darkness both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
and the moon into blood, you crucified.** 
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37 Now when they heard this they 
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, 
what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to 
them, “Recent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and 
you shall receive the gift of the Koly 
Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and 
to your children and to all that are far 
off, every one whom the Lord our God 
calls to him.” 40 And he testified with 
many other words and exhorted them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation.” 41 So those who 
received his word were baptized,‘and 
there were added that day about three 
thousand souls. 42 And they devoted 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every soul; 
and many wonders and signs were done 
through the apostles. 44 And all who 
believed were together and had all 
things in common; 45 and they sold 
their possessions and goods and dis¬ 
tributed them to all, as any had need. 
46 And day by day, attending the temple 
together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they partook of food with glad 
and generous hearts, 47 praising God 
and having favour with all the people. 
And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. 

3 Now Peter and John were going 
up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a man 
lame from birth was being carried, 
whom they laid daily at that gate of the 
temple which is called Beautiful to ask 
alms of those who entered the temple. 

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go 
into the temple, he asked for alms. 
4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, 
with John, and said, “Look at us.” 
5 And he fixed his attention upon them, 
expecting to receive something from 
them. 6 But Peter said, “I have no 
silver and gold, but I give you what 
I have; in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, walk.” 7 And he took him by 
the right hand and raised him up; and 
immediately his feet and ankles were 
made strong. 8 And leaping up he stood 
and walked and entered the temple with 

e Or child d Greek him 
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them, walking and leaping and praising 
God. u And all the people saw him 
walking and praising God, and rec¬ 
ognised him as the one who sat for 
alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; 
and they were filled with wonder and 
amazement at what had happened to 
him. 

11 While he clung to Peter and John, 
all the people ran together to them in 
the portico called Solomon's, as¬ 
tounded. !2 And when Peter saw it he 
addressed the people, “Men of Israel, 
why do you wonder at this, or why do 
you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk? 
13 The God of Abraham and of Isaac 
and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, 
glorified his servant r Jesus, whom you 
delivered up and denied in the presence 
of Pilate, when he had decided to 
release him. 14 But you denied the Holy 
and Righteous One, and asked for a 
murderer to be granted to you, 15 and 
killed the Author of life, whom God 
raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 16 And his name, by faith in 
his name, has made this man strong 
whom you see and know; and the faith 
which is through Jesus® 1 has given the 
man this perfect health in the presence 
of you all. 

17 “And now, brethren, I know that 
you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18 But what God foretold by the 
mouth of all the prophets, that his 
Christ should suffer, he thus fulfilled, 
19 Repent therefore, and turn again, 
that your sins may be blotted out, that 
times of refreshing may come from the 
presence of the Lord, 20 and that he 
may send the Christ appointed for you, 
Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive 
until the time for establishing all that 
God spoke by the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old. 22 Moses said, 
‘The Lord God will raise up for you a 
prophet from your brethren as he 
raised me up. You shall listen to him 
in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall 
be that every soul that does not listen 
to that prophet shall be destroyed from 
the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who 
have spoken, from Samuel and those 
who came afterwards, also proclaimed 
these days. 25 You are the sons of the 

Ex 3.6; Is 52.13. 3J22: Dcut 18.15-16. 
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prophets and of the covenant which 
God gave to your fathers, saying to 
Abraham, ‘And in your posterity shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed/ 
2 t God, having raised up his servant, 
sent him to you lirst, to bless you in 
turning every one of you from your 
wickedness/’ 

4 And as they were speaking to the 
people, the priests and the captain 
of the temple and the Sad ducees came 
upon them, 2 annoyed because they 
were teaching the people and proclaim¬ 
ing in Jesus the resurrection from the 
dead. 3 And they arrested them and put 
them in custody until the morrow, for 
it was already evening, 4 But many of 
those who heard the word believed; 
and the number of the men came to 
about five thousand. 

5 On the morrow their rulers and 
elders and scribes were gathered to¬ 
gether in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the 
high priest and Ca'iaphas and John and 
Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 7 And when they 
had set them in the midst, they in¬ 
quired, “By what power or by what 
name did you do this?” 3 Then Peter, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 
9 if we are being examined today con¬ 
cerning a good deed done to a cripple, 
by what means this man has been 
healed, 10 be it known to you all, and 
to all the people of Israel, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead, by him this man is standing 
before you well. 11 This is the stone 
which was rejected by you builders, but 
which has become the head of the 
corner. 12 And there is salvation in no 
one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved/’ 

13 Now when they saw the boldness 
of Peter and John, and perceived that 
they were uneducated, common men, 
they wondered; and they recognised 
that they had been with Jesus. 14 But 
seeing the man that had been healed 
standing beside them, they had nothing 
to say in opposition. 15 But when they 
had commanded them to go aside out 
of the council, they conferred with one 
another, ^saying, “What shall we do 

r Or child f Or Christ f Or slaves 

4.11: Ps 118.22. 4.24' Ex 20.11; Ps 146.6. 4^5-23: 


with these men? For that a notable sign 
has been performed through them is 
manifest to all the inhabitants of Jeru¬ 
salem, and we camiot deny it. 17 But in 
order that it may spread no further 
among the people, let us warn them to 
speak no more to any one in this 
name.” 18 So they called them and 
charged them not to speak or teach at 
all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter 
and Jolin answered them, “Whether it 
is right in the sight of God to listen to 
you rather than to God, you must 
judge; 20 for we cannot but speak of 
what we have seen and heard.” 21 And 
when they had further threatened them, 
they let them go, finding no way to 
punish them, because of the people; 
for all men praised God for what had 
happened. 22 For the man on whom 
this sign of healing was performed was 
more than forty years old. 

23 When they were released they 
went to their friends and reported what 
the chief priests and the elders had said 
to them. 24 And when they heard it, they 
lifted their voices together to God and 
said, “Sovereign Lord, who didst make 
the heaven and the earth and the sea 
and everything in them, 25 who by the 
mouth of our father David, thy serv¬ 
ant/ didst say by the Holy Spirit, 

‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 

and the peoples imagine vain things? 

26 The kings of the earth set themselves 

in array, 

and the rulers were gathered together, 
against the Lord and against his 

Anointed’*— 

27 for truly in this city there were gath¬ 
ered together against thy holy servant* 
Jesus, whom thou didst anoint, both 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to 
do whatever thy hand and thy plan had 
predestined to take place. 29 And now, 
Lord, look upon their threats, and grant 
to thy servants^ to speak thy word with 
all boldness, 30 while thou stretchest out 
thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders 
are performed through the name of thy 
holy servant* Jesus. 31 And when they 
had prayed, the place in which they 
were gathered together was shaken; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and spoke the word of God with 
boldness. 

8 2.1-2. 4.27* Ps 2.2; 2.1. 
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32 Now the company of those who 
believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one said that any of the tilings which 
he possessed was his own, but they had 
everything in common. 33 And with 
great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 
them all. 34 There was not a needy per¬ 
son among them, for as many as were 
possessors of lands or houses sold them, 
and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet; 
and distribution was made to each as 
any had need. 36 Thus Joseph who was 
surnamed by the apostles Barnabas 
(which means. Son of encouragement), 
a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a 
field which belonged to him, and 
brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet. 

But a man named Anani'as with 
his wife Sapphi'ra sold a piece of 
property, 2 and with his wife’s knowl¬ 
edge he kept back some of the pro¬ 
ceeds, and brought only a part and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But 
Peter said, “Anani'as, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy 
Spirit and to keep back part of the 
proceeds of the land? 4 While it re¬ 
mained unsold, did it not remain your 
own? And after it was sold, was it not 
at your disposal? How is it that you have 
contrived this deed in your heart? You 
have not lied to men but to God.” 
5 When Anani'as heard these words, he 
fell down and died. And great fear came 
upon all who heard of it. 6 The young 
men rose and wrapped him up and 
carried him out and buried him. 

7 After an interval of about three 
hours his wife came in, not knowing 
what had happened. 8 And Peter said to 
her, “Tell me whether you sold the land 
for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for 
so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How 
is it that you have agreed together to 
tempt the Spirit of the Lord? Hark, the 
feet of those that have buried your 
husband are at the door, and they will 
carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell 
down at his feet and died. When the 
young men came in they found her 
dead, and they carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband. 11 And 
great fear came upon the whole church, 
and upon all who heard of these things. 

432-35: Acts 2.44-45. 


12 Now many signs and wonders 
Were done among the people by the 
hands of the apostles. And they were all 
together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None 
of the rest dared join them, but the 
people held them in high honour. 14 And 
more than ever believers were added to 
the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
women, 15 so that they even carried out 
the sick into the streets, and laid them 
on beds and pallets, that as Peter came 
by at least his shadow might fall on 
some of them. 16 The people also gath¬ 
ered from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing the sick and those afflicted with 
unclean spirits, and they were all 
healed. 

17 But the high priest rose up and all 
who were with him, that is, the party 
of the Sad'ducees, and filled with 
jealousy 18 they arrested the apostles 
and put them in the common prison. 
19 But at night an angel of the Lord 
opened the prison doors and brought 
them out and said, 20 “Go and stand in 
the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life.” 21 And when 
they heard this, they entered the 
temple at daybreak and taught. 

Now the high priest came and those 
who were with him and called together 
the council and all the senate of Israel, 
and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. 22 But when the officers came, 
they did not find them in the prison, 
and they returned and reported, 
23 “We found the prison securely locked 
and the sentries standing at the doors, 
but when we opened it we found no one 
inside.” 24 Now when the captain of the 
temple and the chief priests heard these 
words, they were much perplexed about 
them, wondering what this would come 
to. 25 And some one came and told them, 
“The men whom you put in prison are 
standing in the temple and teaching the 
people.” 26 Then the captain with the 
officers went and brought them, but 
without violence, for they were afraid 
of being stoned by the people. 

27 And when they had brought them, 
they set them before the council. And 
the high priest questioned them, 28 say¬ 
ing, **we strictly charged you not to 
teach in this name, yet here you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and 
you intend to bring this man’s blood 
upon us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles 
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answered, “We must obey God rather appoint to this duty. 4 But we will 
than men. 30 The God of our fathers devote ourselves to prayer and to the 


raised Jesus whom you killed by hang¬ 
ing him on a tree. 31 God exalted him 
at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, 
to give repentance to Israel and forgive¬ 
ness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit 
whom God has given to those who obey 
him.” 

33 When they heard this they were 
enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But 
a Pharisee in the council named Gama'- 
liel, a teacher of the law, held in honour 
by all the people, stood up and ordered 
the men to be put outside for a while. 
35 And he said to them, “Men of Israel, 
take care what you do with these men. 
36 For before these days Theu'das arose, 
giving himself out to be somebody, and 
a number of men, about four hundred, 
joined him; but he was slain and all 
who followed him were dispersed and 
came to nothing. 37 After him Judas the 
Galilean arose in the days of the census 
and drew away some of the people after 
him; he also perished, and all who fol¬ 
lowed him were scattered. 38 So in the 
present case I tell you, keep away from 
these men and let them alone; for if 
this plan or this undertaking is of men, 
it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will 
not be able to overthrow them. You 
might even be found opposing God l” 
40 So they took his advice, and when 
they had called in the apostles, they beat 
them and charged them not to speak in 
the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41 Then they left the presence of the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonour for the name. 
42 And every day in the temple and at 
home they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

6 Now in these days when the dis¬ 
ciples were increasing in number, 
the Hellenists murmured against the 
Hebrews because their widows were 
neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And 
the twelve summoned the body of the 
disciples and said, “It is not right that 
we should' give up preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, 
brethren, pick out from among you 
seven men of good repute, full of the 
Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may 

5.30: Dcut 21.22-23. 7.2i Ps 29.3; Gen 11.31; 15.7. 
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ministry of the word.” 5 And what they 
said pleased the whole multitude, and 
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
Proch'orus, and Nica'nor, and Timon, 
and Par'menas, and Nicola'us, a prose¬ 
lyte of Antioch. 6 These they set before 
the apostles, and they prayed and laid 
their hands upon them. 

7 And the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples mul¬ 
tiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests were obedient to 
the faith. 

8 And Stephen, full of grace and 
power, did great wonders and signs 
among the people. 9 Then some of 
those who belonged to the synagogue 
of the Freedmen (as it was called), and 
of the Cyre'nians, and of the Alexan¬ 
drians, and of those from Cili'ria and 
Asia, arose and disputed with Stephen. 
10 But they could not withstand the 
wisdom and the Spirit with which he 
spoke. 11 Then they secretly instigated 
men, who said, “We have heard him 
speak blasphemous words against Moses 
and God.” 12 And they stirred up the 
people and the elders and the scribes, 
and they came upon him and seized 
him and brought him before the council, 

13 and set up false witnesses who said, 
“This man never ceases to speak words 
against this holy place and the law; 

14 for we have heard him say that this 
Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this 
place, and will change the customs 
which Moses delivered to us.” 15 And 
gazing at him, all who sat in the council 
saw that his face was like the face of an 
angel. 

And the high priest said, “Is this 
so?” 2 And Stephen said: 

“Brethren and fathers, hear me. The 
God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham, when he was in Mesopota'- 
mia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and 
said to him, ‘Depart from your land and 
from your kindred and go into the land 
which I will show you/ 4 Then he de¬ 
parted from the land of the Chalde ans, 
and lived in Haran. And after his father 
died, God removed him from there into 
this land in which you are now living; 
3 yet he gave him no inheritance in it, 

7.3: Gen 12.1. 7.4: Gen 11.31; 15.7; 12.5. 
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not even a foot’s length, but promised 
to give it to him in possession and to his 
posterity after him, though he had no 
child. A And God spoke to this effect, 
that his posterity would be aliens in a 
land belonging to others, who would 
enslave them and ill-treat them four 
hundred years. 7 ‘But I will judge the 
nation which they serve,* said God, ‘and 
after that they shall come out and wor¬ 
ship me in this place.’ 8 And he gave him 
the covenant of circumcision. And so 
Abraham became the father of Isaac, 
and circumcised him on the eighth day; 
and Isaac became the father of Jacob, 
and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. 

9 “And the patriarchs, jealous of 
Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God 
was with him, 10 and rescued him out 
of all his afflictions, and gave him favour 
and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of 
Egypt, who made him governor over 
Egypt and over all his household. 
1* Now there came a famine throughout 
all Egypt and Canaan, and great afflic¬ 
tion, and our fathers could find no food. 
12 But when Jacob heard that there was 
grain in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers 
the first time. 13 And at the second visit 
Joseph made himself known to his 
brothers, and Joseph’s family became 
known to Pharaoh. 14 And Joseph sent 
and called to him Jacob his father and 
all his kindred, seventy-five souls; 
15 and Jacob went down into Egypt. 
And he died, himself and our fathers, 
l* and they were carried back to 
Shechem and laid in the tomb that 
Abraham had bought for a sum of silver 
from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 

17 “But as the time of the promise 
drew near, which God had granted to 
Abraham, the people grew and multi¬ 
plied in Egypt 18 till there arose over 
Egypt another king who had not known 
Joseph. 19 He dealt craftily with our 
race and forced our fathers to expose 
their infants, that they might not be 
kept alive. 20At this time Moses was 
bom, and was beautiful before God. 
And he was brought up for three 
months in his father’s house; 23 and 
when he was exposed, Pharaoh’s daugh¬ 
ter adopted him and brought him up 


as her own son. 22And Moses was 
instructed in all the wisdom of the 
Egyptians, and he was mighty in his 
words and deeds. 

23 “When he was forty years old, it 
came into his heart to visit his brethren, 
the sons of Israel. 24 And seeing one of 
them being wronged, he defended the 
oppressed man and avenged him by 
striking the Egyptian. 25 He supposed 
that his brethren understood that God 
was giving them deliverance by his 
hand, but they did not understand. 
26 And on the following day he appeared 
to them as they were quarrelling and 
would have reconciled them, saying, 
‘Men, you are brethren, why do you 
wrong each other?* 27 But the man who 
was wronging his neighbour thrust him 
aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler 
and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to 
kill me as you killed the Egyptian 
yesterday?’ 29 At this retort Moses fled, 
and became an exile in the land of 
Mid'ian, where he became the father of 
two sons. 

30 “Now when forty years had 
passed, an angel appeared to him in the 
wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame 
of fire in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it 
he wondered at the sight; and as he 
drew near to look, the voice of the Lord 
came, 32 ‘I am the God of your fathers, 
the God of Abraham and of Isaac and 
of Jacob.* And Moses trembled and did 
not dare to look. 33 And the Lord said to 
him, ‘Take off the shoes from your feet, 
for the place where you are standing is 
holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the 
ill-treatment of my people that are in 
Egypt and heard their groaning, and 
I have come down to deliver them. And 
now come, I will send you to Egypt.* 

35 “This Moses whom they refused, 
saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a 
judge?* God sent as both ruler and 
deliverer by the hand of the angel that 
appeared to him in the bush. 3 °He led 
them out, having performed wonders 
and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea, 
and in the wilderness for forty years. 
37 This is the Moses who said to the 
Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you a 
prophet from your brethren as he raised 
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me up.* 38 This is he who was in the they killed those who announced before- 
congregation in the wilderness with the hand the coming of the Righteous 
angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, One, whom you have now betrayed and 
and with our fathers; and he received murdered, si you who received the law 
living oracles to give to us. 39 Our as delivered by angels and did not 
fathers refused to obey him, but thrust keep it.** 

him aside, and in their hearts they 54 Now when they heard these things 
turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, they were enraged, and they ground 
‘Make for us gods to go before us; as their teeth against him. 55 But he, full 
for this Moses who led us out from the of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven 
land of Egypt, we do not know what has and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf standing at the right hand of God; 
in those days, and offered a sacrifice to 56 and he said, “Behold, I see the 
the idol and rejoiced in the works of heavens opened, and the Son of man 
their hands. 42 But God turned and gave standing at the right hand of God.” 
them over to worship the host of heaven, 57 But they cried out with a loud voice 
as it is written in the book of the and stopped their ears and rushed 
prophets: together upon him. 58 Then they cast 

‘Did you offer to me slain beasts and him out of the city and stoned him; 

sacrifices, and the witnesses laid down their gar- 

forty years in the wilderness, O house ments at the feet of a young man named 
of Israel? Saul. 5y And as they were stoning 

43 And you took up the tent of Moloch, Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, re- 
and the star of the god Rephan, ceive my spirit.** 60 And he knelt down 

the figures which you made to wor- and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do 
ship; not hold this sin against them.” And 

and I will remove you beyond when he had said this, he fell asleep. 

Babylon.* Q 1 And Saul was consenting to his 

44 “Our fathers had the tent of wit- O death, 
ness in the wilderness, even as he who And on that day a great persecution 
spoke to Moses directed him to make arose against the church in Jerusalem; 
it, according to the pattern that he had and they were all scattered throughout 
seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought it in the region of Judea and Samaria, ex- 
with Joshua when they dispossessed the cept the apostles. 2 Devout men buried 
nations which God thrust out before Stephen, and made great lamentation 
our fathers. So it was until the days of over him. 3 But Saul laid waste the 
David, 46 who found favour in the sight church, and entering house after house, 
of God and asked leave to find a he dragged off men and women and 
habitation for the God of Jacob, committed them to prison. 

47 But it was Solomon who built a house 4 Now those who were scattered went 
for him. 48 Yet the Most High does not about preaching the word. 5 Philip went 
dwell in houses made with hands; as down to a city of Samaria, and pro- 
the prophet says, claimed to them the Christ. 6 And the 

49 ‘Heaven is my throne, multitudes with one accord gave heed 

and earth my footstool. to what was said by Philip, when they 

What house will you build for me, heard him and saw the signs which he 

says the Lord, did. 7 For unclean spirits came out of 

or what is the place of my rest? many who were possessed, crying with 

50 Did not my hand make all these a loud voice; and many who were para- 

things?* lysed or lame were healed. 8 So there 

51 “You stiff-necked people, unrir- was much joy in that city, 
cumcised in heart and ears, you always 9 But there was a man named Simon 
resist the Holy Spirit As your fathers who had previously practised magic in 
did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets the city and amazed the nation of 
did not your fathers persecute? And Samaria, saying that he himself was 
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somebody great. 10 They all gave heed 
to him, from the least to the greatest, 
saying, “This man is that power of God 
which is called Great.” J1 And they gave 
heed to him, because for a long time he 
had amazed them with his magic. 12 But 
when they believed Philip as he 
preached good news about the kingdom 
of God and the name of Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized, both men and 
women. 13 Even Simon himself be¬ 
lieved, and after being baptized he 
continued with Philip. And seeing signs 
and great miracles performed, he was 
amazed. 

14 Now when the apostles at Jeru¬ 
salem heard that Samar ia had received 
the word of God, they sent to them 
Peter and John, 15 who came down and 
prayed for them that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit; 16 for it had not yet 
fallen on any of them, but they had 
only been baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their 
hands on them and they received the 
Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw 
that the Spirit was given through the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands, he of¬ 
fered them money, 19 saying, “Give me 
also this power, that any one on whom 
I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “Your 
silver perish with you, because you 
thought you could obtain the gift of 
God with money! 21 You have neither 
part nor lot in this matter, for your 
heart is not right before God. 22 Repent 
therefore of this wickedness of yours, 
and pray to the Lord that, if possible, 
the intent of your heart may be forgiven 
you. 23 For I see that you are in the gall 
of bitterness and in the bond of in¬ 
iquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray 
for me to the Lord, that nothing of what 
you have said may come upon me.” 

25 Now when they had testified and 
spoken the word of the Lord, they 
returned to Jerusalem, preaching the 
gospel to many villages of the Samari¬ 
tans. 

26 But an angel of the Lord said to 
Philip, “Rise and go toward the south? 
to the road that goes down from Jeru¬ 
salem to Gaza.” This is a desert road. 
27 And he rose and went. And behold, 

JOr at noon 

* Other indent authorities add aC or most of verse 37, 
may." And he replied, “/ believe that Jesus Christ is 
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an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a minister of 
Canda'ce the queen of the Ethiopians, 
in charge of all her treasure, had come 
to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was re¬ 
turning; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join 
this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, 
and heard him reading Isaiah the 
prophet, and asked, “Do you under¬ 
stand what you are reading?” 31 And he 
said, “How can I, unless some one 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 32 Now the 
passage of the scripture which he was 
reading was this: 

“As a sheep led to the slaughter 
or a lamb before its shearer is dumb, 
so he opens not his mouth. 

33 In his humiliation justice was denied 

him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken up from the 
earth.” 

34 And the eunuch said to Philip, 
“About whom, pray, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about some 
one else?” 35 Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning with this scrip¬ 
ture he told him the good news of Jesus. 
36 And as they went along the road they 
came to some water, and the eunuch 
said, “See, here is water! What is to 
prevent my being baptized?”* 38 And 
he commanded the chariot to stop, and 
they both went down into the water, 
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 
him. 39 And when they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
up Philip; and the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 
40 But Philip was found at Azo tus, 
and passing on he preached the gospel 
to all the towns till he came to Caesa- 
re'a. 

9 But Saul, still breathing threats 
and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues 
at Damascus, so that if he found any 
belonging to the Way, men or women, 
he might bring them bound to Jeru¬ 
salem. 3 Now as he journeyed he ap¬ 
proached Damascus, and suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed about him. 


And Philip said, "If you believe with aU your heart, you 

the Son of God 

1-19} Acts 22.4-16; 26.9-18, 
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4 And he fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me?” 5 And he said, 
“Who are you. Lord?” And he said, 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting; 
6 but rise and enter the city, and you 
will be told what you are to do.” 7 The 
men who were travelling with him stood 
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing 
no one. 8 Saul arose from the ground; 
and when his eyes were opened, he 
could see nothing; so they led him by 
the hand and brought him into Damas¬ 
cus. 9 And for three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

10 Now there was a disciple at Da¬ 
mascus named Anani'as. The Lord said 
to him in a vision, “Anani'as.” And he 
said, “Here I am. Lord.” n And the 
Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the 
street called Straight, and inquire in the 
house of Judas for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul; for behold, he is praying, 

12 and he has seen a man named 
Anani'as come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight.” 

13 But Anani'as answered, “Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how 
much evil he has done to thy saints at 
Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority 
from the chief priests "to bind all who 
call upon thy name.” 15 But the Lord 
said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name 
before the Gentiles and kings and the 
sons of Israel; 16 for I will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake 
of my name.” 17 So Anani'as departed 
and entered the house. And laying his 
hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on 
the road by which you came, has sent 
me that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And 
immediately something like scales fell 
from his eyes and he regained his sight. 
Then he rose and was baptized, 19 and 
took food and was strengthened. 

For several days he was with the dis¬ 
ciples at Damascus. 20 And in the syn¬ 
agogues immediately he proclaimed 
Jesus, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
21 And all who heard him were amazed, 
and said, “Is not this the man who made 
havoc in Jerusalem of those who called 
on this name? And he has come here for 
this purpose, to bring them bound be¬ 
fore the chief priests.” 22 But Saul 

9.24-25 1 2 Cor 11.32-33. 


increased all the more in strength, and 
confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving ♦hat Jesus was 
the Christ. 

23 When many days had passed, the 
Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot 
became known to Saul. They were 
watching the gates day and night, to 
kill him; 25 but his disciples took him 
by night and let him down over the 
wall, lowering him in a basket. 

26 And when he had come to Jeru¬ 
salem he attempted to ioin the disci¬ 
ples; and they were all afraid of him, 
for they did not believe that he was a 
disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him, and 
brought him to the apostles, and de¬ 
clared to them how on the road he had 
seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and 
how at Damascus he had preached 
boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he 
went in and out among them at Jeru¬ 
salem, 29 preaching boldly in the name 
of the Lord. And he spoke and disputed 
against the Hellenists; but they were 
seeking to kill him. 30 And when the 
brethren knew it, they brought him 
down to Caesare'a, and sent him off to 
Tarsus. 

31 So the church throughout all Ju¬ 
dea and Galilee and Samar'ia had peace 
and was built up; and walking in the 
fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit it was multiplied. 

32 Now as Peter went here and there 
among them all ? he came down also to 
the saints that lived at Lydda. 33 There 
he found a man named Aene'as, who 
had been bedridden for eight years and 
was paralysed. 34 And Peter said to him, 
“Aene'as, Jesus Christ heals youj rise 
and make vour bed.” And immediately 
he rose. "And all the residents of 
Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they 
turned to the Lord. 

36 Now there was at Joppa a disciple 
named Tabitha, which means Dorcas 
or Gazelle. She was full of good works 
and acts of charity. 37 In those days she 
fell sick and died; and when they had 
washed her, they laid her in an upper 
room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, 
the disciples, hearing that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him entreating 
him, “Please come to us without delay. 

39 So Peter rose and went with them. 
And when he had come, they took him 
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to the upper room. All the widows stood 
beside him weeping, and showing coats 
and garments which Dorcas made while 
she was with them. 40 But Peter put 
them all outside and knelt down and 
prayed; then turning to the body he 
said, “Tabitha, rise. And she opened 
her eyes, and when she saw Peter she 
sat up. 4 *And hegave her his hand and 
lifted her up. Then calling the saints 
and widows he presented her alive. 
42And it became known throughout all 
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 
43And he stayed in Joppa for many days 
with one Simon, a tanner. 

•||\ At Caesare'a there was a man 
Iv nam ed Cornelius, a centurion of 
what was known as the Italian Cohort, 
2 a devout man who feared God with 
all his household, gave alms liberally to 
the people, and prayed constantly to 
God. 3 About the ninth hour of the day 
he saw clearly in a vision an angel of 
God coming in and saying to him, 
“Cornelius. 4 And he stared at him in 
terror, and said, “What is it. Lord?** 
And he said to him, “Your prayers and 
your alms have ascended as a memorial 
before God. 5 And now send men to 
Joppa, and bring one Simon who is 
called Peter; 6 he is lodging with Simon, 
a tanner, whose house is by the sea¬ 
side.” 7 When the angel* who spoke to 
him had departed, he called two of his 
servants and a devout soldier from 
among those that waited on him, 8 and 
having related everything to them, he 
sent them to Joppa. 

9 The next day, as they were on their 
journey and coming near the city, Peter 
went up on the housetop to pray, about 
the sixth hour. l0 And he became hungry 
and desired something to eat; but while 
they were preparing it, he fell into a 
trance 11 and saw the heaven opened, 
and something descending, like a great 
sheet, let down by four comers upon the 
earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals 
and reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And 
there came a voice to him, “Rise, 
Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, 
“No, Lord; for I have never eaten any¬ 
thing that is common or unclean.” 
,3 And the voice came to him again a 
second time, “What God has cleansed, 
you must not call common.” 16 This 
happened three times, and the thing 
was taken up at once to heaven. 

10.1-48: Acta 11.4-17. 


17 Now while Peter was inwardly 
perplexed as to what the vision which 
he had seen might mean, behold, the 
men that were sent by Cornelius, having 
made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood 
before the gate 18 and called out to ask 
whether Simon who was called Peter 
was lodging there. 10 And while Peter 
was pondering the vision, the Spirit said 
to him, “Behold, three men are looking 
for you. 20 Rise and go down ; and ac¬ 
company them without hesitation; for I 
have sent them.” 21 And Peter went 
down to the men and said, “I am the 
one you are looking for; what is the 
reason for your coming?” 22 And they 
said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an up¬ 
right and God-fearing man, who is well 
spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, 
was directed by a holy angel to send for 
you to came to his house, and to hear 
what you have to say.” 23 So he called 
them in to be his guests. 

The next day he rose and went off 
with them, and some of the brethren 
from Joppa accompanied him. 24 And 
on the following day they entered 
Caesare'a. Cornelius was expecting 
them and had called together his kins¬ 
men and close friends. 25 When Peter 
entered, Cornelius met him and fell 
down at his feet and worshipped him. 
26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, 
“Stand up; I too am a man/* 27 And as 
he talked with him, he went in and 
found many persons gathered; 28 and 
he said to them, “You yourselves know 
how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate 
with or to visit any one of another na¬ 
tion; but God has shown me that I 
should not call any man common or un¬ 
clean. 20 So when I was sent for, I came 
without objection. I ask .then why you 
sent for me.” 

30 And Cornelius said, “Four days 
ago, about this hour, I was keeping the 
ninth hour of prayer in my house; and 
behold, a man stood before me in 
bright apparel, 3 * saying, ‘Cornelius, 
your prayer has been heard and your 
alms have been remembered before 
God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and ask 
for Simon who is called Peter; he is 
lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, 
by the seaside.’ 33 So I sent to you at 
once, and you have been kind enough 
to come. Now therefore we are all here 
present in the sight of God, to hear all 
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that you have been commanded by the and explained to them in order: 5 “I 
Lord.” was in the city of Joppa praying; and in 

34 And Peter opened his mouth and a trance I saw a vision, something 
said: “Truly I perceive that God shows descending, like a great sheet, let down 
no partiality, as but in every nation any from heaven by four comers; and it 
one who fears him and does what is came down to me. 6 Looking at it 
right is acceptable to him. You know closely I observed animals and beasts of 
the word which he sent to Israel, prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 
preaching good news of peace by Jesus 'And I heard a voice saying to me, 
Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 the word ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat/ 8 But I said, 
which was proclaimed throughout all ‘No, Lord; for nothing common or un- 
Judea, beginning from Galilee after the clean has ever entered my mouth/ 
baptism which John preached: 38 how 9 But the voice answered & second time 
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he you must not call common/ 10 This 
went about doing good and healing happened three times, and all was 
all that were oppressed by the devil, for drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that 
God was with him. 3y And we are very moment three men arrived at the 
witnesses to all that he did both in the house in which we were, sent to me 
country of the Jews and in Jeru- from Caesare'a. 12 And the Spirit told 
salem. They put him to death by hang- me to go with them, making no distinc- 
ing him on a tree; 40 but God raised tion. These six brethren also accom- 
him on the third day and made him panied me, and we entered the man’s 
manifest; 41 not to all the people but house. 13 And he told us how he had seen 
to us who were chosen by God as wit- the angel standing in his house and say- 
nesses, who ate and drank with him ing, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon 
after he rose from the dead. 42 And he called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a 
commanded us to preach to the people, message by which you will be saved, 
and to testify that he is the one ordained you and all your household/ 15 As I 
by God to be judge of the living and the began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on 
dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear them just as on us at the beginning, 
witness that every one who believes in 16 And I remembered the word of the 
him receives forgiveness of sins through Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with 
his name/* water, but you shall be baptized with 

44 While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit/ 17 If then God gave the 
the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the same gift to them as he gave to us when 
word. 43 And the believers from among we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the circumcised who came with Peter who was I that I could withstand God?’* 
were amazed, because the gift of the 18 When they heard this they were 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even silenced. And they glorified God, say- 
on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them ing, “Then to the Gentiles also God has 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. granted repentance unto life/* 

Then Peter declared, 47 “Can any one 19 Now those who were scattered 
forbid water for baptizing these people because of the persecution that arose 
who have reedved the Holy Spirit just over Stephen travelled as far as Phoeni'- 
as we have?** 48 And he commanded, cia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 
them to be baptized in the name of the word to none except Jews. 20 But 
Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to there were some of them, men of 
remain for some days. Cyprus and Cyre'ne, who on coming to 

U Now the apostles and the Antioch spoke to the Greeks' also, 
brethren who were in Judea preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the 
heard that the Gentiles also had re- hand of the Lord was with them, and a 
ceived the word of God. 2 So when great number that believed turned to 
Peter went up to Jerusalem, the cir- the Lord. 22 News of this came to the 
cumdsion party criticised him, 3 saying, ears of the church in Jerusalem, and 
“Why did you go to undreumdsed men they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When 
and eat with them?” 4 But Peter began he came and saw the grace of God, he 

'Other indent authorities read Hellenists 
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was glad; and he exhorted them all to 
remain faithful to the Lord with stead¬ 
fast purpose; 24 for he was a good man, 
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And 
a large company was added to the 
Lord. 2- s So Barnabas went to Tarsus to 
look for Saul; 26 and when he had 
found him, he brought him to Antioch. 
For a whole year they met wtilv the 
church, and taught a large company of 
people; and in Antioch the disciples 
were for the first time called Chris¬ 
tians. 

27 Now in these days prophets came 
down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
28 And one of them named Ag'abus 
stood up and foretold by the Spirit that 
there would be a great famine over all 
the world; and this took place in the 
days of Claudius, 29 And the disciples 
determined, every one according to his 
ability, to send relief to the brethren 
who lived in Judea; 30 and they did so, 
sending it to the elders by the hand of 
Barnabas and Saul. 

1 ^ About that time Herod the king 
XXr laid violent hands upon some who 
belonged to the church. 2 He killed 
James the brother of John with the 
sword; 3 and when- he saw that it 
leased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest 
eter also. This was during the days of 
Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had 
seized him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four squads of soldiers 
to guard him, intending after the 
Passover to bring him out to the people. 
3 So Peter was kept in prison; but 
earnest prayer for him was made to 
God by the church. 

6 The very night when Herod was 
about to bring him out, Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound 
with two chains, and sentries before the 
door were guarding the prison; 7 and 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared, 
and a light shone in the cell; and he 
struck Peter on the side and woke him, 
saying, “Get up quickly.” And the 
chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel 
said to him, “Dress yourself and put on 
your sandals.” And he did so. And he 
said to him, “Wrap your mantle 
around you and follow me.” 9 And he 
went out and followed him; he did not 
know that what was done by the angel 
was real, but thought he was seeing a 
vision. 10 When they had passed the 
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first and the second guard, they came to 
the iron gate leading into the city. It 
opened to them of its own accord, and 
they went out and passed on through 
one street; and immediately the angel 
left him. 11 And Peter came to himself, 
and said, “Now I am sure that the Lord 
has sent his angel and rescued me from 
the hand of Herod and from all that the 
Jewish people were expecting.” 

12 When he realised this, he went to 
the house of Mary, the mother of John 
whose other name was Mark, where 
many were gathered together and were 
praying. 13 And when he knocked at the 
door of the gateway, a maid named 
Rhoda came to answer. 14 Recognising 
Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not 
open the gate but ran in and told that 
Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They 
said to her, “You are mad.” But she in¬ 
sisted that it was so. They said, “It is 
his angel!” 16 But Peter continued 
knocking; and when they opened, they 
saw him and were amazed. 17 But mo¬ 
tioning to them with his hand to be 
silent, he described to them how the 
Lord had brought him out of the 
prison. And he said, “Tell this to 
James and to the brethren.” Then he 
departed and went to another place. 

18 Now when day came, there was 
no small stir among the soldiers over 
what had become of Peter. 19 And when 
Herod had sought for him and could 
not find him, he examined the sentries 
laid ordered that they should be put to 
death. Then he went down from Judea 
to Caesare'a, and remained there. 

20 Now Herod was angry with the 
people of Tyre and Sidon; and they 
came to him in a body, and having 
persuaded Blastus, the king’s cham¬ 
berlain, they asked for peace, because 
their country depended on the king’s 
country for food. ** On an appointed 
day Herod put on his royal robes, took 
his seat upon the throne, and made an 
oration to them. 22 And the people 
shouted, “The voice of a god, and not 
of man!” 23 Immediately an angel of the 
Lord smote him, because he did not 
give God the glory; and he was eaten 
by worms and died. 

24 But the word of God grew and 
multiplied. 

25 And Barnabas and Saul returned 
from* Jerusalem when they had fill- 
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filled their mission, bringing with them sat down. 15 After the reading of the 
John whose other name was Mark. law and the prophets, the rulers of the 

synagogue sent to them, saying. “Breth- 

B Now in the church at Antioch ten. If you have any word of exhortation 
there were prophets and teachers, for the people, say it.” 1* So Paul stood 
Barnabas, Symeon who was called up, and motioning with his hands said: 
Niger, Lucius of Cyre'ne, Man'a-en a “Men of Israel, and you that fear 
member of the court of Herod the God, listen. 17 The God of this people 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were Israel chose our fathers and made the 
worshipping the Lord and fasting, the people great during their stay in the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm 
Barnabas and Saul for the work to he led them out of it. 18 And for about 
which I have called them.** 3 Then after forty years he bore with"* them in the 
fasting and praying they laid their hands wilderness. 19 And when he had de~ 
on them and sent them off. stroyed seven nations in the land of 

4 So, being sent out by the Holy Canaan, he gave them their land as an 
Spirit, they went down to Seleu'cia; inheritance, for about four hundred and 
and from there they sailed to Cyprus, fifty years. 20 And after that he gave 
5 When they arrived at Sal'amis, they them judges until Samuel the prophet, 
proclaimed the word of God in the 21 Then they asked for a king; and God 
synagogues of the Jews. And they had gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man 
John to assist them. 6 When they had of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years, 
gone through the whole island as far 22 And when he had removed him, he 
as Paphos, they came upon a certain raised up David to be their king; of 
magician, a Jewish false prophet, whom he testified and said, ‘I have 
named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the found in David the son of Jesse a man 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of in- after my heart, who will do all my will/ 
telligence, who summoned Barnabas 23 Of this man’s posterity God has 
and Saul and sought to hear the word brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he 
of God. 8 But El'ymas the magician (for promised. 24 Before his coming John 
that is the meaning of his name) with- had preached a baptism of repentance 
stood them, seeking to turn away the to all the people of Israel. 25 And as 
proconsul from the faith. 9 But Saul, John was finishing his course, he said, 
who is also called Paul, filled with the ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am 
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him not he. No, but after me one is coming, 
10 and said, “You son of the devil, you the sandals of whose feet I am not 
enemy of all righteousness, full of all worthy to untie/ 
deceit and villainy, will you not stop 26 “Brethren, sons of the family of 
making crooked the straight paths of Abraham, and those among you that 
the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand fear God, to us has been sent the mes- 
of the Lord is upon you, and you shall sage of this salvation. 27 For those who 
be blind and unable to see the sun for a live in Jerusalem and their rulers, be¬ 
rime.” Immediately mist and darkness cause they did not recognise him nor un¬ 
fell upon him and he went about seeking derstand the utterances of the prophets 
people to lead him by the hand. 12 Then which are read every sabbath, fulfilled 
the proconsul believed, when he saw these by condemning him. 28 Though 
what had occurred, for he was aston- they could charge him with nothing de- 
ished at the teaching of the Lord. serving death, yet they asked Pilate to 
13 Now Paul and his company set sail have him killed. 29 And when they had 
from Paphos, and came to Perga in fulfilled all that was written of him, 
PamphyPia. And John left them and they took him down from the tree, and 
returned to Jerusalem; 14 but they laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised 
passed on from Perga and came to him from the dead; 31 and for many days 
Antioch of Pisidla. And on the sabbath he appeared to those who came up with 
day they went into the synagogue and him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are 

m Other ancient authorities read eartd for (Deut 1.31) 
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now his witnesses to the people. 32 And *1 have set you to be a light for the 
we bring you the good news that what Gentiles, 


God promised to the fathers, 33 this he 
has fulfilled to us their children by 
raising Jesus; as also it is written in the 
second psalm, 

‘Thou art my Son, 
today I have begotten thee.* 

34 And as for the fact that he raised him 
from the dead, no more to return to 
corruption, he spoke in this way, 

T will give you the holy and sure 
blessings of David/ 

33 Therefore he says also in another 
psalm, 

‘Thou wilt not let thy Holy One see 
corruption/ 

36 For David, after he had served the 
counsel of God in his own generation, 
fell asleep, and was laid with his 
fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but he 
whom God raised up saw no corrup¬ 
tion. 38 Let it be known to you there¬ 
fore, brethren, that through this man 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 
39 and by him every one that believes 
is freed from evenrthing from which 
you could not be freed by the law of 
Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest there 
come upon you what is said in the 
prophets: 

41 ‘Behold, you scoffers, and wonder, 
and perish; 

for I do a deed in your days, 
a deed you will never believe, if one 
declares it to you/ ” 

42 As they went out, the people 
begged that these things might be told 
them the next sabbath. 43 And when the 
meeting of the synagogue broke up, 
many Jews and devout converts to 
Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, 
who spoke to them and urged them to 
continue in the grace of God. 

44 The next sabbath almost the 
whole city gathered together to hear the 
word of God. 45 But when the Jews saw 
the multitudes, they were filled with 
jealousy, and contradicted what was 
spoken by Paul, and reviled him. 46 And 
Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, 
saying, “It was necessary that the word 
of God should be spoken first to you. 
Since you thrust it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, 
behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 47 For 
so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 
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that you may bring salvation to the 
uttermost parts of the earth/ ” 
48 And when the Gentiles heard 
this, they were glad and glorified the 
word of God; and as many as were 
ordained to eternal life believed. 49 And 
the word of the Lord spread throughout 
all the region. 50 But the Jews incited 
the devout women of high standing and 
the leading men of the city, and stirred 
up persecution against Paul and Bar¬ 
nabas, and drove them out of their dis¬ 
trict. 51 But they shook off the dust from 
their feet against them, and went to 
Ico'nium. 52 And the disciples were 
filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 

M Now at Ico'nium they entered 
together into the Jewish syna¬ 
gogue, and so spoke that a great com¬ 
pany believed, both of Jews and of 
Greeks. 2 But the unbelieving Jews 
stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned 
their minds against the brethren. 3 So 
they remained for a long time, speak¬ 
ing boldly for the Lord, who bore 
witness to the word of his grace, grant¬ 
ing signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands. 4 But the people of the city 
were divided; some sided with the 
ews, and some with the apostles. 
When an attempt was made by both 
Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, 
to molest them and to stone them, 
6 they learned of it and fled to Lystra 
and Derbe, cities of Lycao'nia, and to 
the surrounding country; 7 and there 
they preached the gospel. 

8 Now at Lystra there was a man 
sitting, who could not use his feet; he 
was a cripple from birth, who had never 
walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking; 
and Paul, looking intently at him and 
seeing that he had faith to be made 
well, said in a loud voice, “Stand up¬ 
right on your feet/' And he sprang up 
and walked. 11 And when the crowds saw 
what Paul had done, they lifted up their 
voices, saying in Lycao'nian, “The gods 
have come down to us in the likeness of 
men!’* 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, 
and Paul, because he was the chief 
speaker, they called Hermes. 13 And the 
priest of Zeus, whose temple was in 
front of the city, brought oxen and 
garlands to the gates and wanted to 

Hab 1J. 
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offer sacrifice with the people. 14 But 
when the apostles Barnabas and Paul 
heard of it, they tore their garments and 
rushed out among the multitude, cry¬ 
ing, 15 “Men, why are you doing this? 
We also are men, of like nature with 
you, and bring you good news, that you 
should turn from these vain things to a 
living God who made the heaven and 
the earth and the sea and all that is in 
them. 16 In past generations he allowed 
all the nations to walk in their own 
ways; 17 yet he did not leave himself 
without witness, for he did good and 
gave you from heaven rains and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food 
and gladness.” 18 With these words they 
scarcely restrained the people from 
offering sacrifice to them. 

19 But Jews came there from Antioch 
and Ico'nium; and having persuaded 
the people, they stoned Paul and 
dragged him out of the city, supposing 
that he was dead. 20 But when the 
disciples gathered about him, he rose up 
and entered the city; and on the next 
day he went on with Bamabas to 
Derbe. 21 When they had preached the 
gospel to that city and had made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra and 
to Ico'nium and to Antioch, 22 strength¬ 
ening the souls of the disciples, exhort¬ 
ing them to continue in the faith, and 
saying that through many tribulations 
we must enter the kingdom of God. 
23 And when they had appointed elders 
for them in every church, with prayer 
and fasting, they committed them to the 
Lord in whom they believed. 

24 Then they passed through Pisid'ia, 
and came to Pamphyl'ia. 25 And when 
they had spoken the word in Perga, they 
went down to Attali'a; 26 and from 
there they sailed to Antioch, where they 
had been commended to the grace of 
God for the work which they had ful¬ 
filled. 27 And when they arrived, they 
gathered the church together and de¬ 
clared all that God had done with them, 
and how he had opened a door of faith 
to the Gentiles. 28 And they remained no 
little time with the disciples. 

1 C But some men came down from 
AJ Judea and were teaching the 
brethren, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of Moses, you 
cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and 


Bamabas had no small dissension and 
debate with them, Paul and Barnabas 
and some of the others were appointed 
to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and 
the elders about this question. 3 So, be¬ 
ing sent on their way by the church, 
they passed through both Phoenicia 
and Samar'ia, reporting the conversion 
of the Gentiles, and they gave great joy 
to all the brethren. 4 When they came 
to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by 
the church and the apostles and the 
elders, and they declared all that God 
had done with them. 5 But some be¬ 
lievers who belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees rose up, and said, “It is 
necessary to circumcise them, and 
to charge them to keep the law of 
Moses.” 

6 The apostles and the elders were 
gathered together to consider this 
matter. 7 And after there had been much 
debate, Peter rose and said to them, 
“Brethren, you know that in the early 
days God made choice among you, that 
by my mouth the Gentiles should hear 
the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And 
God who knows the heart bore witness 
to them, giving them the Holy Spirit 
just as he did to us; 9 and he made no 
distinction between us and them, but 
cleansed their hearts by faith. 10 Now 
therefore why do you make trial of 
God by putting a yoke upon the neck 
of the disciples which neither our 
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 
11 But we believe that we shall be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
just as they will.” 

12 And all the assembly kept silence; 
and they listened to Barnabas and Paul 
as they related what signs and wonders 
God had done through them among the 
Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, 
James replied, “Brethren, listen to me. 
i4 Symeon has related how God first 
visited the Gentiles, to take out of them 
a people for his name. 15 And with this 
the words of the prophets agree, as it is 
written, 

16 ‘After this I will return, 

and I will rebuild the dwelling of 

David, which has fallen; 

I will rebuild its ruins, 

and I will set it up, 

17 that the rest of men may seek the 

Lord, 


14.15: Ex 20.11; Ps 146.6. 14.19: 2 Cor 11.25. 15.1-30: Gal 2.1-10. 
15.1S-18: Amo* 9.11-12; Jer 12.15; Ia 45.21. 
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and all the Gentiles who are called mained in Antioch, teaching and preach- 

by my name,. ing the word of die Lord, with many 

18 says the Lord, who has made these others also. 

things known from of old.* 

19 Therefore my judgment is that we 36 And after some days Paul said to 

should not trouble those of the Gentiles Barnabas, “Come, let us return and visit 
who turn to God, 20 but should write the brethren in every city where we pro¬ 
to them to abstain from the pollutions of claimed the word of the Lord, and see 
idols and from unchastity and from what how they are.” 37 And Barnabas wanted 
is strangled 7 * and from blood, 21 For to take with them John called Mark, 
from early generations Moses has had 38 But Paul thought best not to take with 
in every city those who preach him, for them one who had withdrawn from 
he is read every sabbath in the syna- them in Pamphyria, and had not gone 
gogues.” with them to die work. 39 And there 

22 Then it seemed good to the arose a sharp contention, so that they 
apostles and the elders, with the whole separated from each other; Barnabas 
church, to choose men from among took Mark with him and sailed away to 
them and send them to Antioch with Cyprus, 40 but Paul chose Silas and de- 
Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas parted, being commended by the breth- 
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men ren to the grace of the Lord. 41 And he 
among the brethren, 23 with the follow- went through Syria and Cili'cia, 
ing letter: “The brethren, both the strengthening the churches, 
aposdes and the elders, to the brethren “| fZ And he came also to Derbe and 
who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and AU to Lystra. A disciple was there, 
Syria and Cili'cia, greeting. 24 Since we named Timothy, the son of a Jewish 
have heard that some persons from us woman who was a believer; but his 
have troubled you with words, unset- father was a Greek. 2 He was well 
ding your minds, although we gave spoken of by the brethren at Lystra and 
them no instructions, 25 it has seemed Ico 'nium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to 
good to us in assembly to choose men accompany him; and he took him and 
and send them to you with our beloved circumcised him because of the Jews 
Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have that were in those places, for they all 
risked their lives for the sake of our knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As 
Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore they went on their way through the 
sent Judas and Silas, who themselves cities, they delivered to them for ob- 
will tell you the same things by word of servance the decisions which had been 
mouth. 28 For it has seemed good to the reached by the aposdes and elders who 
Holy Spirit and to us to lay upon you were at Jerusalem. 3 So the churches 
no greater burden than these necessary were strengthened in the faith, and they 
things: 29 that you abstain from what increased in numbers daily, 
has been sacrificed to idols and from 6 And they went through the region 
blood and from what is strangled n and of Phryg ia and Galatia, having been 
from unchastity. If you keep yourselves forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak 
from these, you will do well. Fare- the word in Asia. 7 And when they had 
well/* come opposite My'sia, they attempted 

30 So when they were sent off, they to go into Bithyn'ia, but the Spirit of 
went down to Antioch; and having Jesus did not allow them; 8 so, passing 
gathered the congregation together, by My'sia, they went down to Tro'as. 
they delivered the letter. 31 And when 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
they read it, they rejoiced at the ex- night: a man of Macedo'nia was stand- 
hortation. 32 And Judas and Silas, who ing beseeching him and saying, “Come 
were themselves prophets, exhorted the over to Macedo'nia and help us.” 
brethren with many words and strength- 10 And when he had seen the vision, im- 
ened them. 33 And after they had spent mediately we sought to go on into 
some time, they were sent off in peace Macedo'nia, concluding that God had 
by the brethren to those who had sent called us to preach the gospel to them. 
them. 0 35 But Paul and Barnabas re- 11 Setting sail therefore from Tro'as, 

n Other early authorities omit and from tohat is strangled 

0 Other ancient authorities insert verse 34, But it seemed good to Silas to remain then 



Paul in Macedonia 
we made a direct voyage to Sam'othracc, 
and the following day to Ne-ap'olis, 
J2 and from there to Philippi, which is 
the leading city of the district* of 
Macedonia, and a Roman colony. We 
remained in this city some days \ 13 and 
on the sabbath day we went outside the 
gate to the riverside, where we sup¬ 
posed there was a place of prayer; and 
we sat down and spoke to the women 
who had come together. 14 One who 
heard us was a woman named Lydia, 
from the city of Thyati'ra, a seller of 
purple goods, who was a worshipper of 
God. The Lord opened her heart to 
give heed to what was said by Paul. 
* 5 And when she was baptized, with her 
household, she besought us, saying, “If 
you have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come to my house and stay.” 
And she prevailed upon us. 

16 As we were going to the place of 
prayer, we were met by a slave girl who 
had a spirit of divination and brought 
her owners much gain, by soothsaying. 
17 She followed Paul and us, crying, 
“These men are servants of the Most 
High God, who proclaim to you the 
way of salvation.” 18 And this she did 
for many days. But Paul was annoyed, 
and turned and said to the spirit, “1 
charge you in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her.” And it came out 
that very hour. 

19 But when her owners saw that 
their hope of gain was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into 
the market place before the rulers; 
20 and when they had brought them to 
the magistrates they said, “These men 
are Jews and they are disturbing our 
city. 21 They advocate customs which it 
is not lawful for us Romans to accept 
or practise.” 22 The crowd joined in 
attacking them; and the magistrates 
tore the garments off them and gave 
orders to beat them with rods. ^And 
when they had inflicted many blows 
upon them, they threw them into 
prison, charging the jailer to keep them 
safely. 24 Having received this charge, 
he put them into the inner prison and 
fastened their feet in the stocks. 

25 But about midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to 
God, and the prisoners were listening 
to them, 26 and suddenly there was a 

* The Greek text is uncertain * Or tabbsuht 
16.22-23:2 Cor 11.25. 
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great earthquake, so that the founda¬ 
tions of the prison were shaken; and 
immediately all the doors were opened 
and every one’s fetters were unfastened. 
27 When the jailer woke and saw that 
the prison doors were open, he drew 
his sword and was about to kill himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had es¬ 
caped. 28 But Paul cried with a loud 
voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we 
are all here.” 29 And he called for lights 
knd rushed in, and trembling with fear 
he fell down before Paul and Silas, 
30 and brought them out and said* 
“Men, what must I do to be saved?” 
31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” 32 And they spoke the 
word of the Lord to him and to all that 
were in his house. 33 And he took them 
the same hour of the night, and washed 
their wounds, and he was baptized at 
once, with all his family. 34 Then he 
brought them up into his house, and set 
food before them; and he rejoiced with 
all his household that he had believed 
in God. 

35 But when, ft was day, the magis¬ 
trates sent the police, saying, “Let those 
men go.” 36 And the jailer reported the 
words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates 
have sent to let you go; now therefore 
come out and go in peace.” 37 But Paul 
said to them, “They have beaten us 
publicly, uncondemned, men who are 
Roman citizens, and have thrown us 
into prison: and do they now cast us 
out secretly? No! let them come them¬ 
selves and take us out.” 38 The police 
reported these words to the magistrates, 
and they were afraid when they heard 
that they were Roman citizens; 39 so 
they came and apologised to them. And 
they took them out and asked them to 
leave the city. 40 So they went out of 
the prison, and visited Lydia; and when 
they had seen the brethren, they 
exhorted them and departed. 

n Now when they had passed 
through Amphip olis and Ap- 
ollo'nia, they came to Thessaloni'ca, 
where there was a synagogue of the 
Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his 
custom, and for three weeks* he argued 
with them from the scriptures, 3 explain¬ 
ing and proving that it was necessary for 
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the 
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dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom Jesus and the resurrection. 19 And they 
I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” 4 And took hold of him and brought him to 
some of them were persuaded, and the Are-op'agus, saying, “May we know 
joined Paul and Silas; as did a great what this new teaching is which you 
many of the devout Greeks and not a present? 20 For you bring some strange 
few of the leading women. 5 But the things to our ears; we wish to know 
Jews were jealous, and taking some therefore what these things mean.” 
wicked fellows of the rabble, they gath- 21 Now all the Athenians and the for- 
ered a crowd, set the dty in an uproar, eigners who lived there spent their time 
and attacked the house of Jason, seeking in nothing except telling or hearing 
to bring them out to the people. 6 And something new. 

when they could not find them, they 22 So Paul, standing in the middle of 
dragged Jason and some of the brethren the Are-op'agus, said: “Men of Athens, 
before the city authorities, crying, I perceive that in every way you are 
“These men who have turned the very religious. 23 For as I passed along, 
world upside down have come here and observed the objects of your wor- 
also, 7 and Jason has received them; ship, I found also an altar with this 
and they are all acting against the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.* 
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is What therefore you worship as un- 
anothcr king, Jesus.” 8 And the people known, this I proclaim to you. 24 The 
and the dty authorities were disturbed God who made the world and every- 
when they heard this. 9 And when they thing in it, being Lord of heaven and 
had taken security from Jason and the earth, does not live in shrines made by 
rest, they let them go. man, 25 nor is he served by human 

10 The brethren immediately sent hands, as though he needed anything, 
Paul and Silas away by night to Be- since he himself gives to all men life and 
roe'a; and when they arrived they went breath and everything. 26 And he made 
into the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now these from one every nation of men to live 
Jews were more noble than those in on all the face of the earth, having 
Thessaloni'ca, for they received the determined allotted periods and the 
word with all eagerness, examining the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that 
scriptures daily to see if these things they should seek God, in the hope that 
were so. 12 Many of them therefore they might feel after him and find him. 
believed, with not a few Greek women Yet he is not far from each ofie of us, 
of high standing as well as men. 13 But 28 for 

when the Jews of Thessaloni'ca learned ‘In him we live and move and have 
that the word of God was proclaimed our being’; 

by Paul at Beroe'a also, they came there as even some of your poets have 
too, stirring up and inciting the crowds. said, 

14 Then the brethren immediately sent ‘For we are indeed his offspring.' 
Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas 29 Being then God's offspring, we ought 
and Timothy remained there. 15 Those not to think that the Deity is like gold, 
who conducted Paul brought him as far or silver, or stone, a representation by 
as Athens; and receiving a command the art and imagination of man. 30 The 
for Silas and Timothy to come to him times of ignorance God overlooked, but 
as soon as possible, they departed. now he commands all men everywhere 
16 Now while Paul was waiting for to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day 
them at Athens, his spirit was provoked on which he will judge the world in 
within him as he saw that the city was righteousness by a man whom he has 
full of idols. 17 So he argued in the appointed, and of this he has given 
synagogue with the Jews and the devout assurance to all men by raising him 
persons, and in the market place every from the dead.” 
day with those who chanced to be there. 32 Now when they heard of the resur- 
18 Some also of the Epicurean and Stoic rection of the dead, some mocked; but 
philosophers met him. And some said, others said, “We will hear you again 
“What would this babbler say?” Others about this.” 33 So Paul went out from 
said, “He seems to be a preacher of for- among them. 34 But some men joined 
eign divinities”—because he preached him and believed, among them Dionys'- 

17.24-26: Is 42.5. 17.28: Epimenides; Aratus, Phaenomena , 5. 17.31: Ps 9.8; 96.13; 98.9. 
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ius the Are-op'agite and a woman 
named Dam'aris and others with them. 
■|Q After this he left Athens and 
J.O went to Corinth. 2And he found 
a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, 
lately come from Italy with his wife 
Priscilla, because Claudius had com¬ 
manded all the Jews to leave Rome. And 
he went to see them; 3 and because he 
was of the same trade he stayed with 
them, and they worked, for by trade 
they were tentmakers. 4 And he argued 
in the synagogue every sabbath, and 
persuaded Jews and Greeks. 

5 When Silas and Timothy arrived 
from Macedo'nia, Paul was occupied 
with preaching, testifying to the Jews 
that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And when 
they opposed and reviled him, he shook 
out his garments and said to them, 
“Your blood be upon your heads! I am 
innocent. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles.” TAnd he left there and went 
to the house of a man named Titius* 
Justus, a worshipper of God; his house 
was next door to the synagogue. 
8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, 
believed in the Lord, together with all 
his household; and many of the Corin¬ 
thians hearing Paul believed and were 
baptized. g And the Lord .said to Paul 
one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
but speak and do not be silent; 10 for I 
am with you, and no man shall attack 
you to harm you; for I have many 
people in this city.” 11 And he stayed a 
year and six months, teaching the word 
of God among them. 

12 But when Gallio was proconsul of 
Acha'ia, the Jews made a united attack 
upon Paul and brought him before the 
tribunal, 13 saying, “This man is per¬ 
suading men to worship God contrary 
to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about 
to open his mouth, Gallio said to the 
Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing 
or vicious crime, I should have reason 
to bear with you, O Jews; 15 but since 
it is a matter of questions about words 
and names and your own law, see to it 
yourselves; I refuse to be a judge of 
these things.” 16 And he drove them 
from the tribunal. 17 And they all seized 
Sos'thenes, the ruler of the synagogue, 
and beat him in front of the tribunal. 
But Gallio paid no attention to this. 

18 After this Paul stayed many days 

* Other early authorities read Titus 
18.9-10: Is 43.5; Jer 1.8. 


longer, and then took leave of the 
brethren and sailed for Syria, and with 
him Priscilla and Aquila. At Cen'chre- 
ae he cut his hair, for he had a vow. 
lv And they came to Ephesus, and he 
left them there; but he himself went 
into the synagogue and argued with the 
Jews. 20 When they asked him to stay 
for a longer period, he declined; 21 but 
on taking leave of them he said, “I will 
return to you if God wills,” and he set 
sail from Ephesus. 

22 When he had landed at Caesare'a, 
he went up and greeted the church, and 
then went down to Antioch. 23 After 
spending some time there he departed 
and went from place to place through 
the region of Galatia and Phryg'ia, 
strengthening all the disciples. 

24 Now a Jew named A polios, a 
native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. 
He was an eloquent man, well versed in 
the scriptures. 25 He had been in¬ 
structed in the way of the Lord; and 
being fervent in spirit, he spoke and 
taught accurately the things concerning 
Jesus, though he knew only the baptism 
of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in 
the synagogue; but when Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him, they took him and 
expounded to him the way of God more 
accurately. 27 And when he wished to 
cross to Acha'ia, the brethren en¬ 
couraged him, and wrote to the dis¬ 
ciples to receive him. When he arrived, 
he greatly helped those who through 
grace had believed, 28 for he powerfully 
confuted the Jews in public, showing by 
the scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. 

Q While Apol los was at Corinth, 
JSy Paul passed through the upper 
country and came to Ephesus. There he 
found some disciples. 2 And he said to 
them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit 
when you believed?” And they said, 
“No, we have never even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said. 
“Into what then were you baptized?** 
They said, “Into John’s baptism.” 
4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, telling the peo¬ 
ple to believe in the one who was to 
come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On 
hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
Holy Spirit came on them; and they 
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spoke with tongues and prophesied, man named Deme'trius, a silversmith, 
7 There were about twelve of them in who made silver shrines of Ar'temis, 
all. brought no little business to the crafts- 

8 And he entered the synagogue and men. 23 These he gathered together, 
for three months spoke boldly, arguing with the workmen of like occupation, 
and pleading about the kingdom of and said, “Men, you know that from 
God; 9 but when some were stubborn this business we have our wealth. 26 And 
and disbelieved, speaking evil of the you see and hear that not only at 
Way before the congregation, he with- Ephesus but almost throughout all Asia 
drew from them, taking the disciples this Paul has persuaded and turned 
with him, and argued daily in the hall of away a considerable company of people, 
Tyran / nus. r 10 This continued for two saying that gods made with hands are 


years, so that all the residents of Asia 
heard the word of the Lord, both Jews 
and Greeks. 

11 And God did extraordinary mir¬ 
acles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that 
handkerchiefs or aprons were carried 
away from his body to the sick, and 
diseases left them and the evil spirits 
came out of them. 13 Then some of the 
itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to 
pronounce the name of the Lord Jesus 
over those who had evil spirits, saying, 
“I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul 
preaches.” 14 Seven sons of a Jewish 
high priest named Sceva were doing 
this. »But the evil spirit answered 
them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; 
but who are you?” 16 And the man in 
whom the evi! spirit was leaped on 
them, mastered all of them, and over¬ 
powered them, so that they fled out of 
that house naked and wounded. 17 And 
this became known to all residents of 
Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks; and 
fear fell upon them all; and the name of 
the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Many 
also of those who were now believers 
came ? confessing and divulging their 
practices. 19 And a number of those who 
practised magic arts brought their 
books together and burned them in the 
sight of all; and they counted the value 
of them and found it came to fifty thou¬ 
sand pieces of silver. 20 So the word of 
the Lord grew and prevailed mightily. 

21 Now after these events Paul re¬ 
solved in the Spirit to pass through 
Macedo'nia and Acha'ia and go to 
Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been 
there, I must also see Rome.” 22 And 
having sent into Macedo'nia two of his 
helpers, Timothy and Eras'tus, he him¬ 
self stayed in Asia for a while. 

23 About that time there arose no 
little stir concerning the Way. 24 For a 

r Other indent authoring* add/ram tin fifth hour to tin 


not gods. 27 And there is danger not only 
that this trade of ours may come into 
disrepute but also that the temple of the 
great goddess Ar'temis may count for 
nothing, and that she may even be 
deposed from her magnificence, she 
whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

28 When they heard this they were 
enraged, and cried out, “Great is Ar'¬ 
temis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city 
was filled with the confusion; and they 
rushed together into the theatre, drag¬ 
ging with them Ga'ius and Aristar'chus, 
Macedo'nians who were Paul’s com¬ 
panions in travel. 30 Paul wished to go 
in among the crowd, but the disciples 
would not let him; 31 some of the 
A'si-archs also, who were friends of his, 
sent to him and begged him not to ven¬ 
ture into the theatre. 32 Now some cried 
one thing, some another; for the as¬ 
sembly was in confusion, and most of 
them did not know why they had come 
together. 33 Some of the crowd prompt¬ 
ed Alexander, whom the Jews had put 
forward. And Alexander motioned with 
his hand, wishing to make a defence to 
the people. 34 But when they recognised 
that he was a Jew, for about two hours 
they all with one voice cried out, 
‘Great is Ar'temis of the Ephesians!” 
35 And when the town clerk had quieted 
the crowd, he said, “Men of Ephesus, 
what man is there who does not know 
that the city of the Ephesians is temple 
keeper of the great Ar'temis, and .of the 
sacred stone that fell from the sky?* 
36 Seeing then that these things cannot 
be contradicted, you ought to be quiet 
and do nothing rash. 37 For you have 
brought these men here who are neither 
sacrilegious nor blasphemers of our 
goddess. 38 If therefore Deme'trius and 
the craftsmen with him have a com* 
plaint against any one, the courts are 
open, and there are proconsuls; let 

truth • The meaning of the Greek it nn^iwjn 
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them bring charges against one another. 

39 But if you seek anything further,* it 
shall be settled in the regular assembly. 

40 For we are in danger of being charged 
with rioting today, there being no cause 
that we can give to justify this commo¬ 
tion.” 41 And when he had said this, he 
dismissed the assembly. 

After the uproar ceased, Paul 
sent for the disciples and having 
exhorted them took leave of them and 
departed for Macedo'nia. 2 When he 
had gone through these parts and had 
given them much encouragement, he 
came to Greece. 3 There he spent three 
months, and when a plot was made 
against him by the Jews as he was about 
to set sail for Syria, he determined to 
return through Macedo'nia. 4 Sop'ater 
of Beroe'a, the son of Pyrrhus, accom¬ 
panied him; and of the Thessalo'nians, 
Aristar'chus and Secun'dus; and Ga'ius 
of Derbe, and Timothy; and the Asians, 
Tych'icus and Troph'imus. 5 These 
went on and were waiting for us at 
Tro'as, 6 but we sailed away from 
Philippi after the days of Unleavened 
Bread, and in five days we came to them 
at Tro'as, where we stayed for seven 
days. 

7 On the first day of the week, when 
we were gathered together to break 
bread, Paul talked with them, intending 
to depart on the morrow; and he pro¬ 
longed his speech until midnight. 
8 There were many lights in the upper 
chamber where we were gathered. 9 And 
a young man named Eu'tychus was sit¬ 
ting in the window. He sank into a deep 
sleep as Paul talked still longer; and 
being overcome by sleep, he fell down 
from the third story and was taken up 
dead. 10 But Paul went down and bent 
over him, and embracing him said, “Do 
not be alarmed, for his life is in him.” 
11 And when Paul had gone up and had 
broken bread and eaten, he conversed 
with them a long while, until daybreak, 
and so departed. 12 And they took the 
lad away alive, and were not a little 
comforted. 

13 But going ahead to the ship, we set 
sail for Assos, intending to take Paul 
aboard there; for so he had arranged, 
intending himself to go by land. 14 And 
when he met us at Assos, we took him 


on board and came to Mityle'ne. 15 And 
sailing from there we came the following 
day opposite Chi'os; the next day we 
touched at Samos; and M the day after 
that we came to Mile'tus. 16 For Paul 
had decided to sail past Ephesus, so 
that he might not have to spend time in 
Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jeru¬ 
salem, if possible, on the day of Pente¬ 
cost. 

17 And from Mile'tus he sent to 
Ephesus and called to him the elders of 
the church. 18 And when they came to 
him, he said to them; 

“You yourselves know how 1 lived 
among you all the time from the first 
day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the 
Lord with all humility and with tears 
and with trials which befell me through 
the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not 
shrink from declaring to you anything 
that was profitable, and teaching you in 
public and from house to house, 
21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks 
of repentance to God and of faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, 
I am going to Jerusalem, bound in the 
Spirit, not knowing what shall befall me 
there; 23 except that the Holy Spirit 
testifies to me in every dty that im- 

g risonment and afflictions await me. 

1 But I do not account my life of any 
value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may accomplish my course and the 
ministry which I received from the 
Lord Jesus^ to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God. ^And now, behold, I 
know that all you among whom I have 
gone about preaching the kingdom will 
see my face no more. 26 Therefore I 
testify to you this day that I am innocent 
of the blood of all of you, 27 for 1 did not 
shrink from declaring to you the whole 
counsel of God. 28 Take heed to your¬ 
selves and to all the flock, in which the 
Holy Spirit has made you guardians, to 
feed the church of the Lord 1 ’ which he 
obtained with his own blood. u 29 I 
know that after my departure fierce 
wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; 30 and from among 
your own selves will arise men speaking 
perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after them. 31 Therefore be 
alert, remembering that for three years 
I did not cease night or day to ad- 


* Other ancient authorities read about other matters 

u Other ancient authorities add after remaining at Trogylliut v Other ancient authorities read of God 
w Or with the blood of his Own 
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monish every one with tears. 32 And bind the man who owns this girdle and 
now I commend you to God and to the deliver him into the hands of the 
word of his grace, which is able to build Gentiles.* ** 12 When we heard this, we 
you up and to give you the inheritance and the people there begged him not to 
among all those who are sanctified. 33 I go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul 
coveted no one’s silver or gold or ap- answered, “What are you doing, weep- 
parel. 34 You yourselves know that these ing and breaking my heart? For I am 
hands ministered to my necessities, and ready not only to be imprisoned but 
to those who were with me. 35 In all even to die at Jerusalem for the name 
things I have shown you that by so toil- of the Lord Jesus.” 14 And when he 
ing one must help the weak, remember- would not be persuaded, we ceased and 
ing the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, “The will of the Lord be done.” 
said, Tt is more blessed to give than to 15 After these days we made ready 
receive.* ** and went up to Jerusalem. 16 And some 

36 And when he had spoken thus, of the disciples from Caesare'a went 
he knelt down and prayed with them with us, bringing us to the house of 
all. 37 And they all wept and embraced Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, 
Paul and kissed him, 38 sorrowing most with whom we should lodge, 
of all because of the word he had spoken, 17 When we had come to Jerusalem, 
that they should see his face no more, the brethren received us gladly. 18 On 
And they brought him to the ship. the following day Paul went in with us 

^ 1 And when we had parted from to James; and all the elders were 
them and set sail, we came by a present. I9 After greeting them, he 
straight course to Cos, and the next day related one by one the things that God 
to Rhodes, and from there to Pat'ara.* had done among the Gentiles through 
2 And having found a ship crossing to his ministry. 20 And when they heard 
Phoeni cia, we went aboard, and set it, they glorified God. And they said 
sail. 3 When we had come in sight of to him, “You see, brother, how many 
Cyprus, leaving it on the left we sailed thousands there are among the Jews of 
to Syria, and landed at Tyre; for there those who have believed; they are all 
the ship was to unload its cargo. 4 And zealous for the law, 21 and they have 
having sought out the disciples, we been told about you that you teach all 
stayed there for seven days. Through the Jews who are among the Gentiles 
the Spirit they told Paul not to go on to forsake Moses, telling them not to 
to Jerusalem. 5 And when our days there circumcise their children or observe the 
were ended, we departed and went on customs. 22 What then is to be done? 
our journey; and they all, with wives They will certainly hear that you have 
and children, brought us on our way come. 23 Do therefore what we tell you. 
till we were outside the city; and kneel- We have four men who are under a vow; 
ing down on the beach we prayed and 24 take these men and purify yourself 
bade one another farewell. 6 Then we along with them and pay their expenses, 
went on board the ship, and they so that they may shave their heads, 
returned home. Thus all will know that there is nothing 

7 When we had finished the voyage in what they have been told about you 
from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolema'is; and but that you yourself live in observance 
we greeted the brethren and stayed with of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles 
them for one day. 8 On the morrow we who have believed, we have sent a 
departed and came to Caesare'a; and letter with our judgment that they 
we entered the house of Philip the should abstain from what has been 
evangelist, who was one of the seven, sacrificed to idols and from blood and 
and stayed with him. 9 And he had four from what is strangled^ and from un- 
unmarried daughters, who prophesied, chastity.** 26 Then Paul took the men, 
While we were staying for some days, and the next day he purified himself 
a prophet named Ag'abus came down with them and went into the temple, to 
from Judea. n And coming to us he took give notice when the days of purification 
Paul’s girdle and bound his own feet and would be fulfilled and the offering 
hands, and said, “Thus says the Holy presented for every one of them. 

Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem 27 When the seven days were almost 

r Other ancient authorities add and Myra v Other early authoritiei omit and from what it strangled 
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completed, the Jews from Asia, who 
had seen him in the temple, stirred up 
all the crowd, and laid hands on him, 
28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! 
This is the man who is teaching men 
everywhere against the people and the 
law and this place; moreover he also 
brought Greeks into the temple, and he 
has defiled this holy place.” 29 For they 
had previously seen Trophimus the 
Ephesian with him in the city, and they 
supposed that Paul had brought him 
into the temple. 30 Then all the city was 
aroused, and the people ran together; 
they seized Paul and dragged him out 
of the temple, and at once the gates 
were shut. 3, And as they were trying 
to kill him, word came to the tribune 
of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in 
confusion. 32 He at once took soldiers 
and centurions, and ran down to them; 
and when they saw the tribune and the 
soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.. 

33 Then the tribune came up and ar¬ 
rested him, and ordered him to be 
bound with two chains. He inquired 
who he was and what he had done. 

34 Some in the crowd shouted one thing, 
some another; and as he could not learn 
the facts because of the uproar, he or¬ 
dered him to be brought into the bar¬ 
racks. 35 And when he came to the steps, 
he was actually carried by the soldiers 
because of the violence of the crowd; 
36 for the mob of the people followed, 
crying, “Away with him!” 

37 As Paul was about to be brought 
into the barracks, he said to the tribune, 
“May I say something to you?” And he 
said, “Do you know Greek? 38 Are you 
not the Egyptian, then, who recently 
stirred up a revolt and led the four 
thousand men of the Assassins out into 
the wilderness?” 39 Paul replied, “I am 
a Jew, from Tarsus in Cili'da, a citizen 
of no mean city; I beg you, let me speak 
to the people.” 40 And when he had 
given him leave, Paul, standing on the 
steps, motioned with his hands to the 
gople; and when there was a great 
ush, he spoke to them in the Hebrew 
language, saying: 

"Brethren and fathers, hear the 
XZr defence which I now make before 
you.” 

2 And when they heard that he ad¬ 
dressed them in the Hebrew language, 
they were the more quiet. And he said: 
22.4-10* Acts 9.1-19; 26.9-18; Gal 1.14 


3 “I am a Jew, bom at Tarsus in 
Cili'cia, but brought up in this city at 
the feet of Gama'liel, educated accord¬ 
ing to the strict manner of the law of 
our fathers, being zealous for God as 
you all are this day, 4 I persecuted this 
Way to the death, binding and deliver¬ 
ing to prison both men and women, 
5 as the high priest and the whole 
council of elders bear me witness. From 
them I received letters to the brethren, 
and I journeyed to Damascus to take 
those also who were there and bring 
them in bonds to Jerusalem to be 
punished. 

6 “As I made my journey and drew 
near to Damascus, about noon a great 
light from heaven suddenly shone about 
me. 7 And I fell to the ground and 
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?’ 8 And I 
answered, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And 
he said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth 
whom you are persecuting.’ 9 Now 
those who were with me saw the light 
but did not hear the voice of the one 
who was speaking to me. 10 And I said, 
‘What shall I do. Lord?’ And the Lord 
said to me, ‘Rise, and go into Damas¬ 
cus, and there you will be told all that 
is appointed for you to do.* 11 And when 
I could not see because of the bright¬ 
ness of that light, I was led by the hand 
by those who were with me, and came 
into Damascus. 

12 “And one Anani'as, a devout man 
according to the law, well spoken of by 
all the Jews who lived there, 13 came to 
me, and standing by me said to me, 
•Brother Saul, receive your sight/ And 
In that very hour I received my sight 
and saw him. 14 And he said, ‘The God 
of our fathers appointed you to know 
his will, to see the Just One and to hear 
a voice from his mouth; 15 for you will 
be a witness for him to all men of what 
you have seen and heard. 16 And now 
why do you wait? Rise and be baptized, 
and wash away your sins, calling on his 
name/ 

17 “When I had returned to Jeru¬ 
salem and was praying in the temple, 
I fell into a trance 18 and saw him saying 
to me, ‘Make haste and get quickly out 
of Jerusalem, because they will not 
accept your testimony about me/ 
19 And I said, ‘Lord, they themselves 
know that in every synagogue I im- 
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prisoned and beat those who believed 
in thee. 20 And when the blood of 
Stephen thy witness was shed, I also 
was standing by and approving, and 
keeping the garments of those who 
killed him.’ 2I And he said to me, ‘De¬ 
part; for I will send you far away to the 
Gentiles.’ ” 

22 Up to this word they listened to 
him; then they lifted up their voices and 
said, “Away with such a fellow from the 
earth! For he ought not to live.” 23 And 
as they cried out and waved their gar¬ 
ments and threw dust into the air, 24 the 
tribune commanded him to be brought 
into the barracks, and ordered him to 
be examined by scourging, to find out 
why they shouted thus against him. 
25 But when they had tied him up with 
the thongs, Paul said to the centurion 
who was standing by, “Is it lawful for 
you to scourge a man who is a Roman 
citizen, and uncondemned?” 26 When 
the centurion heard that, he went to the 
tribune and said to him, “What are you 
about to do? For this man is a Roman 
citizen.” 27 So the tribune came and 
said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman 
citizen?” And he said, “Yes.” 28 The 
tribune answered, “I bought this citi¬ 
zenship for a large sum.” Paul said, 
“But I was bom a citizen.” 29 So those 
who were about to examine him with¬ 
drew from him instantly; and the 
tribune also was afraid, for he realised 
that Paul was a Roman citizen and that 
he had bound him. 

30 But on the morrow, desiring to 
know the real reason why the Jews 
accused him, he unbound him, and 
commanded the chief priests and all the 
council to meet, and he brought Paul 
down and set him before them. 

And Paul, looking intently at the 
council, said, “Brethren, I have 
lived before God in all good conscience 
up to this day.” 2 And the high priest 
Anani'as commanded those who stood 
by him to strike him on the mouth. 
3 Then Paul said to. him, “God shall 
strike you, you whitewashed wall! Are 
you sitting to judge me according to the 
law, and yet contrary to the law you 
order me to be struck?” 4 Those who 
stood by said, “Would you revile God’s 
high priest?” 5 And Paul said, “I did not 
know, brethren, that he was the high 
priest; for it is written. ‘You shall 

2&St Ex 22.23. 


not speak evil of a ruler of your 
people.’ ” 

6 But when Paul perceived that one 
part were Sad'ducees and the other 
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, 
“Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of 
Pharisees; with respect to the hope and 
the resurrection of the dead I am on 
trial.” 7 And when he had said this, a 
dissension arose between the Pharisees 
and the SaiTducees; and the assembly 
was divided. 8 For the Sad'ducees say 
that there is no resurrection, nor angel, 
nor spirit; but the Pharisees acknowl¬ 
edge them all. 9 Then a great clamour 
arose; and some of the scribes of the 
Pharisees’ party stood up and con¬ 
tended, “We find nothing wrong in this 
man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke 
to him?” 10 And when the dissension 
became violent, the tribune, afraid that 
Paul would be torn in pieces by them, 
commanded the soldiers to go down and 
take him by force from among them 
and bring him into the barracks. 

11 The following night the Lord 
stood by him and said, “Take courage, 
for as you have testified about me at 
Jerusalem, so you must bear witness 
also at Rome.” 

12 When it was day, the Jews made a 
plot and bound themselves by an oath 
neither to eat nor drink till they had 
killed Paul. 13 There were more than 
forty who made this conspiracy. 14 And 
they went to the chief priests and elders, 
and said, “We have strictly bound our¬ 
selves by an oath to taste no food till we 
have killed Paul. 15 You therefore, along 
with the council, give notice now to the 
tribune to bring him down to you, as 
though you were going to determine his 
case more exactly. And we are ready to 
kill him before he comes near.” 

16 Now the son of Paul’s sister heard 
of their ambush; so he went and entered 
the barracks and told Paul. 17 And Paul 
called one of the centurions and said, 
“Bring this young man to the tribune; 
for he has something to tell him.” 18 So 
he took him and brought him to the 
tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner 
called me and asked me to bring this 
young man to you, as he has something 
to say to you.” 19 The tribune took him 
by the hand, and going aside asked him 
privately, “What is it that you have to 
tell me?” 2°And be said. “The Jews 
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have agreed to ask you to bring Paul Tertullus. They laid before the gover- 
down to the council tomorrow, as nor their case against Paul; 2 and when 
though they were going to inquire some- he was called, TertuTlus began to 
what more closely about him. 21 But do accuse him, saying: 
not yield to them; for more than forty “Since through you we enjoy much 
of their men lie in ambush for him, peace, and since by your provision, most 
having bound themselves by an oath excellent Felix, reforms are introduced 
neither to eat nor drink till they have on behalf of this nation, 3 in every way 
killed him; and now they are ready, and everywhere we accept this with all 
waiting for the promise from you.’* gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no 
22 So the tribune dismissed the young further, I beg you in your kindness to 
man, charging him, “Tell no one that hear us briefly. 5 For we have found 
you have informed me of this.” this man a pestilent fellow, an agitator 

23 Then he called two of the cen- among all the Jews throughout the 
turions and said, “At the third hour of world, and a ringleader of the sea of 
the night get ready two hundred soldiers the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to pro- 
with seventy horsemen and two hun- fane the temple, but we seized him.* 
dred spearmen to go as far as Caesare'a. 8 By examining him yourself you will 
^Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, be able to learn from him about every- 
and bring him safely to Felix the gover- thing of which we accuse him.” 
nor.” 25 And he wrote a letter to this 9 The Jews also joined in the charge, 
effca: affirming that all this was so. 

26 “Claudius Lys'ias to his Excel- 10 And when the governor had mo- 
lency the governor Felix, greeting, tioned to him to speak, Paul replied: 
27 This man was seized by the Jews, “Realising that for many years you 
and was about to be killed by them, have been judge over this nation, I 
when I came upon them with the sol- cheerfully make my defence. n As you 
diers and rescued him, having learned may ascertain, it is not more than twelve 
that he was a Roman citizen. 28 And days since I went up to worship at Jeru- 
desiring to know the charge on which sal cm; 12 and they did not find me dis- 
they accused him, I brought him down puting with any one or stirring up a 
to their council. 29 I found that he was crowd, either in the temple or in the syna- 
accused about questions of their law, gogues, or in the city. 13 Neither can 
but charged with nothing deserving they prove to you what they now bring 
death or imprisonment. 30 And when it up against me. 14 But this I admit to 
was disclosed to me that there would be you, that according to the Way, which 
a plot against the man, I sent him to they call a sea, I worship the God of 
you at once, ordering his accusers also our fathers, believing everything laid 
to state before you what they have down by the law or written in the 
against him.” prophets, 15 having a hope in God 

31 So the soldiers, according to their which these themselves accept, that 
Instructions, took Paul and brought him there will be a resurrection of both the 
by night to Antip'atris. 32 And on the just and the unjust. 16 So I always take 
morrow they returned to the barracks, pains to have a clear conscience toward 
leaving the horsemen to go on with him. God and toward men. 17 Now after 
33 When they came to Caesare'a and some years I came to bring to my nation 
delivered the letter to the governor, they alms and offerings. 18 As I was doing 
presented Paul also before him. 34 On this, they found me purified in the 
reading the letter, he asked to what temple, without any crowd or tumult, 
province he belonged. When he learned But some Jews from Asia— 19 they 
that he was from Cili'cia 35 he said, “I ought to be here before you and to make 
will hear you when your accusers an accusation, if they have anything 
arrive.” And he commanded him to be against me. 20 Or else let these men 
guard 
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some elders and a spokesman, one out while standing among them, ‘With 

* Other ancient authorities add and we would have judged him according to our law. 7 But the chief captain Lytiat 
came and with great violence took him out of our hands, 8 commanding his accusers to come before you. 


i in Herod’s praetorium. themselves say what wrongdoing they 

And after five days the high found when I stood before the council, 
riest Anani'as came down with 21 except this one thing which I cried 
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respect to the resurrection of the dead 
I am on trial before you this day/ ” 

22 But Felix, having a rather accu¬ 
rate knowledge of the Way, put them 
off, saying, “When Lys'ias the tribune 
comes down, I will decide your case/* 
23 Then he gave orders to the centurion 
that he should be kept in custody but 
should have some liberty, and that none 
of his friends should be prevented from 
attending to his needs. 

24 After some days Felix came with 
his wife Drusil'la, who was a Jewess; 
and he sent for Paul and heard him 
speak upon faith in Christ Jesus. 25 And 
as he argued about justice and self- 
control and future judgment, Felix was 
alarmed and said, “Go away for the 
present; when I have an opportunity 
I will summon you.” 26 At the same time 
he hoped that money would be given 
him by Paul. So he sent for him often 
and conversed with him. 27 But when 
two years had elapsed, Felix was suc¬ 
ceeded by Porcius Festus; and desiring 
to do the Jews a favour, Felix left Paul 
in prison. 

Now when Festus had come into 
his province, after three days he 
went up to Jerusalem from Caesare'a. 
2 And the chief priests and the principal 
men of the Jews informed him against 
Paul; and they urged him, 3 asking as 
a favour to have the man sent to Jeru¬ 
salem, planning an ambush to kill him 
on the way. 4 Festus replied that Paul 
was being kept at Caesare'a, and that 
he himself intended to go there shortly. 
5 “So,” said he, “let the men of 
authority among you go down with me, 
and if there is anything wrong about 
the man, let them accuse him.” 

6 When he had stayed among them 
not more than eight or ten days, he 
went down to Caesare'a; and the next 
day he took his seat on the tribunal and 
ordered Paul to be brought. 7 And when 
he had come, the Jews who had gone 
down from Jerusalem stood about him, 
bringing against him many serious 
charges which they could not prove. 
* Paul said in his defence, “Neither 
against the law of the Jews, nor against 
the temple, nor against Caesar have I 
offended at all.” 9 But Festus, wishing 
to do the Jews a favour, said to Paul, 
“Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem, 
and there be tried on these charges 
before me?” 10 But Paul said, “I am 


Paul appeals to Caesar 
standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where 
I ought to be tried; to the Jews I have 
done no wrong, as you know very well, 
u If then I am a wrongdoer, and have 
committed anything for which I de¬ 
serve to die, I do not seek to escape 
death; but if there is nothing in their 
charges against me, no one can give me 
up to them.. I appeal to Caesar,” 
12 Then Festus, when he had conferred 
with his council, answered, “You have 
appealed to Caesar; to Caesar you shall 
go.” 

13 Now when some days had passed, 
Agrippa the king and Bemi'ce arrived 
at Caesare'a to welcome Festus. 14 And 
as they stayed there many days, Festus 
laid Paul’s case before the king, saying, 
“There is a man left prisoner by Felix; 
15 and when I was at Jerusalem, the 
chief priests and the elders of the Jews 
gave information about him, asking for 
sentence against him. 16 1 answered 
them that it was not the custom of the 
Romans to give up any one before the 
accused met the accusers face to face, 
and had opportunity to make his defence 
concerning the charge laid against him. 

17 When therefore they came together 
here, I made no delay, but on the next 
day took my seat on the tribunal and 
ordered the man to be brought in. 

18 When the accusers stood up, they 
brought no charge in his case of such 
evils as I supposed; 19 but they had cer¬ 
tain points of dispute with him about 
their own superstition and about one 
Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul 
asserted to be alive. 20 Being at a loss 
how to investigate these questions, I 
asked whether he wished to go to Jeru¬ 
salem and be tried there regarding them. 
21 But when Paul had appealed to be 
kept in custody for the decision of the 
emperor, I commanded him to be held 
until I could send him to Caesar.” 
22 And Agrippa said to Festus, “I should 
like to hear the man myself.” “Tomor¬ 
row,” said he, “you shall hear him/* 

23 So on the morrow Agrippa and 
Bemi'ce came with great pomp, and 
they entered the audience hall with the 
military tribunes and the prominent 
men of the city. Then by command of 
Festus Paul was brought in. 24 And 
Festus said, “King Agrippa and all who 
are present with us, you see this man 
about whom the whole Jewish people 
petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and 
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here, shouting that he ought not to live 
any longer. 25 But I found that he had 
done nothing deserving death; and as 
he himself appealed to the emperor, I 
decided to send him. 26 But I have 
nothing definite to write to my lord 
about him. Therefore I have brought 
him before you, and, especially before 
you. King Agrippa, that, after we have 
examined him, I may have something 
to write. 27 For it seems to me unreason¬ 
able, in sending a prisoner, not to indi¬ 
cate the charges against him.” 

Agrippa said to Paul, “You have 
XU permission to speak for yourself.” 
Then Paul stretched out his hand and 
made his defence: 

2 “I think myself fortunate that it is 
before you. King Agrippa, I am to make 
my defence today against all the accusa¬ 
tions of the Jews, 3 because you are 
especially familiar with all customs and 
controversies of the Jews; therefore I 
beg you to listen to me patiently. 

4 “My manner of life from my 
youth, spent from the beginning among 
my own nation and at Jerusalem, is 
known by all the Jews. 5 They have 
known for a long time, if they are willing 
to testify, that according to the strictest 
party of our religion I have lived as a 
Pharisee. 6 And now I stand here on 
trial for hope in the promise made by 
God to our fathers, 7 to which our 
twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly worship night and day. And 
for this hope I am accused by Jews, 
O king! 8 Why is it thought incredible 
by any of you that God raises the dead? 

9 “I myself was convinced that I 
ought to do many things in opposing 
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And 
I did so in Jerusalem; I not only shut 
up many of the saints in prison, by 
authority from the chief priests, but 
when they were put to death I cast my 
vote against them. 11 And I punished 
them often in all the synagogues and 
tried to make them blaspheme; and in 
raging fury against them, I persecuted 
them even to foreign cities. 

12 “Thus I journeyed to Damascus 
with the authority and commission of 
the chief priests. 13 At midday, O king, 
I saw on the way a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, shining round me 
ana those who journeyed with me. 
14 And when we had all fallen to the 

9&9-18: Acts 9.1-8; 22.4-16. 28.18-17* Ezek 2.1, 3. 


ground, 1 heard a voice saying to me in 
the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why 
do you persecute me? It hurts you to 
kick against the goads.* 15 And I said, 
‘Who are you. Lord?* And the Lord 
said, ‘I am Jesus whom you arc perse¬ 
cuting. 16 But rise and stand upon your 
feet; for I have appeared to you for this 
purpose, to appoint you to serve and 
bear witness to the things in which you 
have seen me and to those in which I 
will appear to you, 17 delivering you 
from the people and from the Gentiles 
—to whom 1 send you 18 to open their 
eyes, that they may turn from darkness 
to light and from the power of Satan to 
God, that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins and a place among those who 
are sanctified by faith in me.’ 

19 “Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I 
was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision, 20 but declared first to those at 
Damascus, then at Jerusalem and 
throughout all the country of Judea, 
and also to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent and turn to God and per¬ 
form deeds worthy of their repentance. 
21 For this reason the Jews seized me in 
the temple and tried to kill me. 22 To 
this day I have had the help that comes 
from God, and so I stand here testifying 
both to small and great, saying nothing 
but what the prophets and Moses said 
would come to pass: 23 that the Christ 
must suffer, and that, by being the first 
to rise from the dead, he would pro¬ 
claim light both to the people and to 
the Gentiles.” 

24 And as he thus made his defence, 
Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, 
you are mad; your great learning is 
turning you mad.** 23 But Paul said, 
“I am not mad, most excellent Festus, 
but I am speaking the sober truth. 
26 For the king knows about these 
things, and to him I speak freely; for 
I am persuaded that none of these 
things has escaped his notice, for this 
was not done in a comer. 27 King 
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? 
I know that you believe.” 28 And Agrip¬ 
pa said to Paul, “In a short time you 
think to make me a Christian!*’ 29 And 
Paul said, “Whether short or long, I 
would to God that not only you but 
also all who hear me this day might 
become such as I am—except for these 
chains.” 

28.18* Is 42.7, 16. 
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30 Then the king rose, and the gov¬ 
ernor and Bemi'ce and those who were 
sitting with them; 31 and when they had 
withdrawn, they said to one another, 
“This man is doing nothing to deserve 
death or imprisonment.” 32 And Agrippa 
said to Festus, “This man could have 
been set free if he had not appealed to 
Caesar.” 

And when it was decided that 
we should sail for Italy, they de¬ 
livered Paul and some other prisoners 
to a centurion of the Augustan Cohort, 
named Julius. 2 And embarking in a ship 
of Adramyt'tium, which was about to 
sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, 
we put to sea, accompanied by Aristar'- 
chus, a Macedo nian from Thessalo- 
ni'ca. 3 The next day we put in at 
Sidon; and Julius treated Paul kindly, 
and gave him leave to go to his friends 
and be cared for. 4 And putting to sea 
from there we sailed under the lee of 
Cyprus, because the winds were against 
us. 5 And when we had sailed across the 
sea which is off Cili'cia and Pamphyl'ia, 
we came to Myra in Ly'cia. 6 There the 
centurion found a ship of Alexandria 
sailing for Italy, and put us on board. 
7 We sailed slowly for a number of days, 
and arrived with difficulty off Cni'dus, 
and as the wind did not allow us to go 
on, we sailed under the lee of Crete off 
Salmo'ne. * Coasting along it with dif¬ 
ficulty, we came to a place called Fair 
Havens, near which was the city of 
Lase'a. 

9 As much time had been lost, and 
the voyage was already dangerous be¬ 
cause the fast had already gone by, Paul 
advised them, 10 saying, “Sirs, I per¬ 
ceive that the voyage will be with injury 
and much loss, not only of the cargo and 
the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 But 
the centurion paid more attention to the 
captain and to the owner of the ship 
than to what Paul said. 12 And because 


called the northeaster, struck down 
from the land; 15 and when the ship was 
caught and could not face the wind, we 
gave way to it and were driven. I6 And 
running under the lee of a small island 
called Cauda, & we managed with diffi¬ 
culty to secure the boat; 17 after hoisting 
it up, they took measures* to undergird 
the ship; then, fearing that they should 
run on the Syr'tis, they lowered the 
gear, and so were driven. 18 As we were 
violently storm-tossed, they began next 
day to throw the cargo overboard; 
19 and the third day they cast out with 
their own hands the tackle of the ship. 
20 And when neither sun nor stars ap¬ 
peared for many a day, and no small 
tempest lay on us, all hope of our being 
saved was at last abandoned. 

21 As they had been long without 
food, Paul then came forward among 
them and said, “Men, you should have 
listened to me, and should not have set 
sail from Crete and incurred this injury 
and loss. 22 I now bid you take heart; 
for there will be no loss of life among 
you, but only of the ship. 23 For this 
very night there stood by me an angel 
of the God to whom I belong and whom 
I worship, 24 and he said, *Do not be 
afraid, Paul; you must stand before 
Caesar; and k), God has granted you 
all those who sail with you/ 25 So take 
heart, men, for I have faith in God that 
it will be exactly as I have been told. 
26 But we shall have to run on some 
island.” 

27 When the fourteenth night had 
come, as we were drifting across the sea 
of A'dria, about midnight the sailors 
suspected that they were nearing land. 
28 So they sounded and found twenty 
fathoms; a little farther on they sounded 
again and found fifteen fathoms. 2y And 
fearing that we might run on the rocks, 
they let out four anchors from the stem, 
and prayed for day to come. 30 And as 


the harbour was not suitable to winter the sailors were seeking to escape from 
in, the majority advised to put to sea from the ship, and had lowered the boat 

there, on the chance that somehow they into the sea, under pretence of laying 

could reach Phoenix, a harbour of Crete, out anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said 
looking northeast and southeast, 0 and to the centurion and the soldiers, “Un¬ 
winter there. less these men stay in the ship, you 

13 And when the south wind blew cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers 
gently, supposing that they had ob- cut away the ropes of the boat, and 

tained their purpose, they weighed let it go. 

anchor and sailed along Crete, close in- 33 As day was about to dawn, Paul 
shoie. 14 But soon a tempestuous wind, urged them all to take some food, say* 

° Or southwest and northwest * Other authorities read Clauda * Greek helps 
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ing, “Today is the fourteenth day that and saw no misfortune come to him. 


you have continued in suspense and 
without food, having taken nothing. 
34 Therefore I urge you to take some 
food; it will give you strength, since not 
a hair is to perish from the head of any 
of you.” 35 And when he had said this, 
he took bread, and giving thanks to God 
in the presence of all he broke it and 
began to eat. 36 Then they all were en¬ 
couraged and ate some food themselves. 
37 (We were in all two hundred and 
seventy-six'* persons in the ship.) 38 And 
when they had eaten enough, they 
lightened the ship, throwing out the 
wheat into the sea. 

39 Now when it was day, they did 
not recognise the land, but they noticed 
a bay with a beach, on which they 
planned if possible to bring the ship 
ashore. 40 So they cast off the anchors 
and left them in the sea, at the same 
time loosening the ropes that tied the 
rudders; then hoisting the foresail to 
the wind they made for the beach. 
41 But striking a shoal c they ran the 
vessel aground; the bow stuck and re¬ 
mained immovable, and the stem was 
broken up by the surf. 42 The soldiers’ 
plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any 
should swim away and escape; 43 but 
the centurion, wishing to save Paul, 
kept them from carrying out their pur¬ 
pose. He ordered those who could swim 
to throw themselves overboard first and 
make for the land, 44 and the rest on 
planks or on pieces of the ship. And so 
it was that all escaped to land. 

After we had escaped, we then 
learned that the island was called 
Malta. 2 And the natives showed us 
unusual kindness, for they kindled a 
fire and welcomed us all, because it had 
begun to rain and was cold. 3 Paul had 
gathered a bundle of sticks and put 
them on the fire, when a viper came out 
because of the heat and fastened on his 
hand. 4 When the natives saw the crea¬ 
ture hanging from his hand, they said 
to one another, “No doubt this man is 
a murderer. Though he has escaped 
from the sea, justice has not allowed him 
to live.” 5 He, however, shook off the 
creature into the fire and suffered no 
harm. 6 They waited, expecting him to 
swell up or suddenly fall down dead; 
but when they had waited a long time 

J Other ai :ient authorities read seventy-six or about s 
• Or homn -ed us with many honours 


they changed their minds and said that 
he was a god. 

7 Now in the neighbourhood of that 
place were lands belonging to the chief 
man of the island, named Publius, who 
received us and entertained us hospita¬ 
bly for three days. 8 It happened that 
the father of Publius lay sick with fever 
and dysentery; and Paul visited him 
and prayed, and putting his hands on 
him healed him, 9 And when this had 
taken place, the rest of the people on the 
island who had diseases also came and 
were cured. 10 They presented many 
gifts to us ■/ and when we sailed, 
they put on board whatever we 
needed. 

11 After three months we set sail in 
a ship which had wintered in the island, 
a ship of Alexandria, with the Twin 
Brothers as figurehead. 12 Putting in at 
Syracuse, we stayed there for three 
days. 13 And from there we made a 
circuit and arrived at Rhe'gium; and 
after one day a south wind sprang up, 
and on the second day we came to 
Pute'oli. 14 There we found brethren, 
and were invited to stay with them for 
seven days. And so we came to Rome. 
l- s And the brethren there, when they 
heard of us, came as far as the Forum 
of Ap'pius and Three Taverns to meet 
us. On seeing them Paul thanked God 
and took courage. 16 And when we came 
into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by 
himself, with the soldier that guarded 
him. 

17 After three days he called together 
the local leaders of the Jews; and when 
they had gathered, he said to them, 
“Brethren, though I had done nothing 
against the people or the customs of our 
fathers, yet I was delivered prisoner 
from Jerusalem into the hands of the 
Romans. 18 When they had examined 
me, they wished to set me at liberty, 
because there was no reason for the 
death penalty in my case. 19 But when 
the Jews objected, I was compelled to 
appeal to Caesar—though I had no 
charge to bring against my nation. 

20 For this reason therefore I have 
asked to see you and speak with you, 
since it is because of the hope of Israel 
that I am bound with this chain.” 

21 And they said to him, “We have 

nty -six r Greek place of two seas 
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received no letters from Judea about 
you, and none of the brethren coming 
here has reported or spoken any evil 
about you. 22 But we desire to hear from 
you what your views are; for with 
regard to this sect we know that every¬ 
where it is spoken against.” 

23 When they had appointed a day 
for him, they came to him at his lodging 
in great numbers. And he expounded 
the matter to them from morning till 
evening, testifying to the kingdom of 
God and trying to convince them about 
Jesus both from the law of Moses and 
from the prophets. ^And some were 
convinced by what he said, while others 
disbelieved. 25 So, as they disagreed 
among themselves, they departed, after 
Paul had made one statement: “The 
Holy Spirit was right in saying to your 
fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 

20 ‘Go to this people, and say. 


Paul preaches at Rome 
You shall indeed hear but never 
understand, 

and you shall indeed see but never 
perceive. 

27 For this people’s heart has grown 

dull, 

and their ears are heavy of hearing, 
and their eyes they have closed; 
lest they should perceive with their 
eyes, 

and hear with their ears, 

and understand with their heart, 

and turn for me to heal them/ 

28 Let it be known to you then that this 
salvation of God has been sent to the 
Gentiles; they will listen.”? 

30 And he lived there two whole 
years at his own expense,* and wel¬ 
comed all who came to him, 31 preach¬ 
ing the kingdom of God and teaching 
about the Lord Jesus Christ quite 
openly and unhindered. 


THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

ROMANS 


I Paul, a servant® of Jesus Christ, 
called to be an apostle, set apart for 
the gospel of God 2 which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the 
holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning 
his Son, who was descended from 
David according to the flesh 4 and 
designated Son of God in power ac¬ 
cording to the Spirit of holiness by his 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we 
have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith for 
the sake of his name among all the na¬ 
tions, 6 including yourselves who are 
called to belong to Jesus Christ; 

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who 
are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

8 First, I thank my God through 


Jesus Christ for all of you, because your 
faith is proclaimed in all the world. 
9 For God is my witness, whom I serve 
with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, 
that without ceasing I mention you al¬ 
ways in my prayers, 10 asking that 
somehow by God’s will I may now at 
last succeed in coming to you. n For 
I long to see you, that I may impart to 
you some spiritual gift to strengthen 
you, 12 that is, that we may be mutually 
encouraged by each other’s faith, both 
yours and mine. 13 I want you to know, 
brethren, that I have often intended to 
come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap 
some harvest among you as well as 
among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am 
under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the 
foolish: 15 so I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome. 


? Other ancient authorities add verse 29, And when he had said these words , the Jews departed, holding muck 
dispute among themselves n Or in his ovm hired dwelling 0 Or slave 
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16 For I am not ashamed of the boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient 


gospel: it is the power of God for salva¬ 
tion to every one who has faith, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in 
it the righteousness of God is revealed 
through faith for faith; as it is written, 
*‘He who through faith is righteous 
shall live.”* 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all ungodliness and 
wickedness of men who by their wicked¬ 
ness suppress the truth. 19 For what can 
be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. 

20 Ever since the creation of the world 
his invisible nature, namely, his eternal 
power and deity, has been clearly per¬ 
ceived in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse; 

21 for although they knew God they 
did not honour him as God or give 
thanks to him, but they became futile in 
their thinking and their senseless minds 
were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, 
they became fools, 23 and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man or birds or 
animals or reptiles. 

24 Therefore God gave them up in 
the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to 
the dishonouring of their bodies among 
themselves, 25 because they exchanged 
the truth about God for a lie and wor¬ 
shipped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever! Amen. 

26 For this reason God gave them 
up to dishonourable passions. Their 
women exchanged natural relations for 
unnatural, 27 and the men likewise gave 
up natural relations with women and 
were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless 
acts with men and receiving in their 
own persons the due penalty for their 
error. 

28 And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them up to 
a base mind and to improper conduct. 

29 They were filled with all manner of 
wickedness, evil, covetousness, malice. 
Full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malignity, they are gossips, 30 slander¬ 
ers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, 

* Or The righteous shall live by faith 
1.18: 1 Cor 1.18, 24. 1.17: Rom 3.21; Gal 3.11; Phil 3 
1.20: Ps 10.1-4. 1.21: Eph 4.17-18. 1.23; Acts 17.29. 
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to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, 
ruthless. 32 Though they know God’s 
decree that those who do such things 
deserve to die, they not only do them 
but approve those who practise them. 

2 Therefore you have no excuse, O 
man, whoever you are, when you 
judge another; for in passing judgment 
upon him you condemn yourself, be¬ 
cause you, the judge, are doing the very 
same things. 2 We know that the judg¬ 
ment of God rightly falls upon those 
who do such things. 3 Do you suppose, 
O man, that when you judge those who 
do such things and yet do them yourself, 
you will escape the judgment of God? 
4 Or do you presume upon the riches of 
his kindness and forbearance and 
patience? Do you not know that God’s 
kindness is meant to lead you to re¬ 
pentance? 5 But by your hard and im¬ 
penitent heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath 
when God’s righteous judgment will be 
revealed. 6 For he will render to every 
man according to his works: 7 to those 
who by patience in well-doing seek for 
glory and honour and immortality, he 
will give eternal life; 8 but for those who 
are factious and do not obey the truth, 
but obey wickedness, there will be 
wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribula¬ 
tion and distress for every human being 
who does evil, the Jew first and also the 
Greek, 10 but glory and honour and 

? eace for every one who does good, the 
ew first and also the Greek. n For 
God shows no partiality. 

12 All who have sinned without the 
law will also perish without the law, and 
all who have sinned under the law will 
be judged by the law. 13 For it is not the 
hearers of the law who are righteous 
before God, but the doers of the law 
who will be justified. 14 When Gentiles 
who have not the law do by nature what 
the law requires, they are a law to them¬ 
selves, even though they do not have the 
law. 15 They show that what the law 
requires is written on their hearts, 
while their conscience also bears witness 
and their conflicting thoughts accuse or 
perhaps excuse them 16 on that day 

9; Heb 10.38; Hab 2.4. 1.18: Eph 5.6; Col 3.6. 
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when, according to my gospel, God 
judges the secrets of men by Christ 
Jesus. 

17 But if you call yourself a Jew and 
rely upon the law and boast of your 
relation to God 18 and know his will and 
approve what is excellent, because you 
are instructed in the law, 19 and if you 
are sure that you are a guide to the 
blind, a light to those who are in dark¬ 
ness, 20 a corrector of the foolish, a 
teacher of children, having in the law 
the embodiment of knowledge and 
truth— 21 you then who teach others, 
will you not teach yourself? While you 
preach against stealing, do you steal? 

" You who say that one must not com¬ 
mit adultery, do you commit adultery? 
You who abhor idols, do you rob tem¬ 
ples? 23 You who boast in the law, do 
you dishonour God by breaking the law? 

24 For ? as it is written, “The name of 
God is blasphemed among the Gen¬ 
tiles because of you.” 

25 Circumcision indeed is of value if 
you obey the law; but if you break the 
law, your circumcision becomes uncir¬ 
cumcision. 26 So, if a man who is un¬ 
circumcised keeps the precepts of the 
law, will not his uncircumcision be re¬ 
garded as circumcision? 27 Then those 
who are physically undreumdsed but 
keep the law will condemn you who 
have the written code and dreumdsion 
but break the law. 28 For he is not a real 
Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true 
dreumdsion something external and 
physical. 29 He is a Jew who is one in¬ 
wardly, and real dreumdsion is a 
matter of the heart, spiritual and not 
literal. His praise is not from men but 
from God. 

3 Then what advantage has the Jew? 

Or what is the value of dreum¬ 
dsion? 2 Much in every way. To begin 
with, the Jews are entrusted with 
the oracles of God. 8 What if some 
were unfaithful? Does their faithless¬ 
ness nullify the faithfulness of God? 

* By no means! Let God be true 
though every man be false, as it is 
written. 


Righteousness through faith 
“That thou mayest be justified in thy 
words, 

and prevail when thou art judged,” 

5 But if our wickedness serves to show 
the justice of God, what shall we say? 
That God is unjust to inflict wrath on 
us? (I speak in a human wayO 6 By no 
means I For then how could God judge 
the world? 7 But if through my false¬ 
hood God’s truthfulness abounds to his 
glory, why am I still being condemned 
as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that 
good may come?—as some people 
slanderously charge us with saying. 
Their condemnation is just. 

9 What then? Are we Jews any better 
off?* No, not at all; for have already 
charged that all men, both Jews and 
Greeks, are under the power of sin, 

10 as it is written: 

“None is righteous, no, not one; 

11 no one understands, no one seeks for 

God. 

12 All have turned aside, together they 

have gone wrong; 
no one does good, not even one.” 

13 “Their throat is an open grave, 
they use their tongues to deceive.” 
“The venom of asps is under their 

lips.” 

M “Their mouth is full of curses and 
bitterness.” 

15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood, 

16 in their paths are ruin and misery, 

17 and the way of peace they do not 

know.” 

18 “There is no fear of God before their 

eyes.” 

19 Now we know that whatever the 
law says it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be 
stopped, and the whole world may be 
held accountable to God. 20 For no 
human being will be justified in his 
sight by worn of the law, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin. 

21 But now the righteousness of God 
has been manifested apart from law, 
although the law and the prophets bear 
witness to it, 22 the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who bdieve. For there is no dis- 


• Or at any disadvantage? * Greek w 
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tinction; 23 since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, 24 they 
are justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus ? 25 whom God put forward 
as an expiation by his blood, to be re¬ 
ceived by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former 
sins; 26 it was to prove at the present 
time that he himself is righteous and 
that he justifies him who has faith in 
Jesus. 

27 Then what becomes of our boast¬ 
ing? It is excluded. On what principle? 
On the principle of works? No, but on 
the principle of faith. 28 For we hold 
that a man is justified by faith apart 
from works of law. 29 Or is God the 
God of Jews only? Is he not the God of 
Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 
30 since God is one; and he will justify 
the circumcised on the ground of their 
faith and the uncircumcised through 
their faith. 31 Do we then overthrow the 
law by this faith? By no means! On the 
contrary, we uphold the law. 

What then shall we say about * 
Abraham, our forefather according 
to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. 3 For 
what does the scripture say? “Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one 
who works, his wages are not reckoned 
as a gift but as his due. 5 And to one who 
does not work but trusts him who justi¬ 
fies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as 
righteousness. 6 So also David pro¬ 
nounces a blessing upon the man to 
whom God reckons righteousness apart 
from works: 

7 “Blessed are those whose iniquities 

are forgiven, and whose sins are 

covered; 

8 blessed is the man against whom 

the Lord will not reckon his 

9 Is this blessing pronounced only 

upon the circumcised, or also upon the 

uncircumcised? We say that faith was 


reckoned to Abraham as righteousness. 
10 How then was it reckoned to him? 
Was it before or after he had been cir¬ 
cumcised? It was not after, but before 
he was circumcised. 9 * 11 He received 
circumcision as a sign or seal of the 
righteousness which he had by faith 
while he was still uncircumcised. The 
purpose was to make him the father of 
all who believe without being circum¬ 
cised and who thus have righteousness 
reckoned to them, 12 and likewise the 
father of the circumcised who are not 
merely circumcised but also follow the 
example of the faith which our father 
Abraham had before he was circum¬ 
cised. 

13 The promise to Abraham and his 
descendants, that they should inherit 
the world, did not come through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith. 
14 If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the 
promise is void. 15 For the law brings 
wrath, but where there is no law there is 
no transgression. 

16 That is why it depends on faith, 
in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his de¬ 
scendants—not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the 
faith of Abraham, for he is the father of 
us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made 
you the father of many nations”—in the 
presence of the God in whom he be¬ 
lieved, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do 
not exist. 18 In hope he believed against 
hope, that he should become the father 
of many nations; as he had been told, 
“So shall your descendants be.” 19 He 
did not weaken in faith when he con¬ 
sidered his own body, which was as 
good as dead because he was about a 
hundred years old, or when he con¬ 
sidered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 
20 No distrust made him waver concern¬ 
ing the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to 
God, 21 fully convinced that God was 
able to do what he had promised. 
22 That is why his faith was “reckoned 


* Other ancient authorities read was gained by 
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to him as righteousness.” 23 But the 15 But the free gift is not like the 
words, “it was reckoned to him,” were trespass. For if many died through one 
written not for his sake alone, 24 but for man’s trespass, much more have the 
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who grace of God and the free gift in the 
believe in him that raised from the dead grace of that one man Jesus Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 25 who was put to death abounded for many. 16 And the free gift 
for out trespasses and raised for our is not like the effect of that one man’s 
justification. sin. For the judgment following one 

trespass brought condemnation, but the 

5 Therefore, since we are justified free gift following many trespasses 
by faith, we^ have peace with God brings justification. 17 If, because of one 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, man’s trespass, death reigned through 
2 Through him we have obtained ac- that one man, much more will those 
cess? to this grace in which we stand, who receive the abundance of grace and 
and we* rejoice in our hope of sharing the free gift of righteousness reign in 
the glory of God. 3 More than that, we* life through the one man Jesus Christ, 
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 18 Then as one man’s trespass led to 
suffering produces endurance, 4 and en- condemnation for all men, so one man’s 
durance produces character, and char- act of righteousness leads to acquittal 
acter produces hope, 5 and hope does and life for all men. 19 For as by one 
not disappoint us, because God’s love has man’s disobedience many were made 
been poured into our hearts through the sinners, so by one man’s obedience 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us. many will be made righteous. 20 Law 
6 While we were yet helpless, at the came in, to increase the trespass; but 
right time Christ died for the ungodly, where sin increased, grace abounded all 
7 Why, one will hardly die for a right- the more, 21 so that, as sin reigned in 
eous man—though perhaps for a good death, grace also might reign through 
man one will dare even to die. 8 But righteousness to eternal life through 
God shows his love for us in that while Jesus Christ our Lord, 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us. ZT What shall we say then? Are we 
9 Since, therefore, we are now justified v) to continue in sin that grace may 
by his blood, much more shall we be abound? 2 By no means! How can we 
saved by him from the wrath of God. who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do 
10 For if while we were enemies we were you not know that all of us who have 
reconciled to God by the death of his been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
Son, much more, now that we are baptized into his death? 4 We were 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life, buried therefore with him by baptism 
11 Not only so, but we also rejoice in into death, so that as Christ was raised 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, from the dead by the glory of the 
through whom we have now received Father, we too might walk in newness 
our reconciliation. of life. 

12 Therefore as sin came into the 5 For if we have been united with 
world through one man and death him in a death like his, we shall cer- 
through sin, and so death spread to all tainly be united with him in a resur- 
men because all men sinned— 13 sin rection like his. 6 We know that our old 
indeed was in the world before the law self was crucified with him so that the 
was given, but sin is not counted where sinful body might be destroyed, and we 
there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned might no longer be enslaved to sin. 
from Adam to Moses, even over those 7 For he who has died is freed from 
whose sins were not like the trans- sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, 
gression of Adam, who was a type of the we believe that we shall also live with 
one who was to come. him. 9 For we know that Christ being 
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raised from the dead will never die husband as long as he lives; but if her 
again; death no longer has dominion husband dies she is discharged from the 
over him. 10 The death he died he died law concerning the husband. 3 Accord- 
to sin, once for all, but the life he lives ingly, she will be called an adulteress if 
he lives to God. 11 So you also must she lives with another man while her 
consider yourselves dead to sin and husband is alive. But if her husband dies 
alive to God in Christ Jesus. she is free from that law, and if she 

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your marries another man she is not an 
mortal bodies, to make you obey their adulteress. 

passions. 13 Do not yield your members 4 Likewise, my brethren, you have 
to sin as instruments of wickedness, but died to the law through the body of 
yield yourselves to God as men who Christ, so that you may belong to an- 
have been brought from death to life, other, to him who has been raised from 
and your members to God as instru- the dead in order that we may bear fruit 
ments of righteousness. 14 For sin will for God. 5 While we were living in the 
have no dominion over you, since you flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by 
are not under law but under grace. the law, were at work in our members 

15 What then? Are we to sin because to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we 
we are not under law but under grace? are discharged from the law, dead to 
By no means! 16 Do you not know that that which held us captive, so that we 
if you yield yourselves to any one as serve not under the old written code but 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the in the new life of the Spirit, 
one whom you obey, either of sin, 7 What then shall we say? That the 

which leads to death, or of obedience, law is sin? By no means I Yet, if it had 
which leads to righteousness? 17 But not been for the law, I should not have 
thanks be to God, that you who were known sin. 1 should not have known 
once slaves of sin have become obedient what it is to covet if the law had not 
from the heart to the standard of teach- said, “You shall not covet.” 8 But sin, 
ing to which you were committed, finding opportunity in the command- 
118 and, having been set free from sin, ment, wrought in me all kinds of 
have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I covetousness. Apart from the law sin 
am speaking in human terms, because lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from 
of your natural limitations. For just as the law, but when the commandment 
you once yielded your members to im- came, sin revived and 1 died; 10 the very 
purity and to greater and greater in- commandment which promised life 
iquity, so now yield your members to proved to be death to me. 11 For sin, 
righteousness for sanctification. finding opportunity in the command- 

20 When you were slaves of sin, you ment, deceived me and by it killed me. 
were free in regard to righteousness. 12 So the law is holy, and the command- 
21 But then what return did you get from ment is holy and just and good, 
the things of which you are now 13 Did that which is good, then, 

ashamed? The end of those things is bring death to me? By no means! It 
death. 22 But now that you have been was sin, working death in me through 
set free from sin and have become slaves what is good, in order that sin might be 
of God, the return you get is sanctifies- shown to be sin, and through the com- 
tion and its end, eternal life. 23 For the mandment might become sinful beyond 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift measure. 14 We know that the law is 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus spiritual; but 1 am carnal, sold under 
our Lord. sin. 15 1 do not understand my own 

7 Do you not know, brethren—for actions. For I do not do what I want, 
I am speaking to those who know but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now 
the law—that the law is binding on a if I do what I do not want, I agree that 
person only during his life? 2 Thus a the law is good. 17 So then it is no 
married woman is bound by law to her longer I that do it, but sin which dwells 
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within me. 18 For I know that nothing 

g ood dwells within me, that is, in my 
esh. I can will what is right, hut I can¬ 
not do it. 19 For I do not do the good I 
want, but the evil I do not want is what 
I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not 
want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
which dwells within me. 

21 So I find it to be a law that when I 
want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 
22 For I delight in the law of God, in my 
inmost self, 23 but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my 
mind and making me captive to the law 
of sin which dwells in my members. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will 
deliver me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! So then, I of myself 
serve the law of God with my mind, but 
with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 

8 There is therefore now no con¬ 
demnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set me free 
from the law of sin and death. 3 For 
God has done what the law, weakened 
by the flesh, could not do: sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin,* he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 in order that the just require¬ 
ment of the law might be fulfilled m us, 
who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5 For those 
who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit 
set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is 
death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is 
set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law, indeed it can¬ 
not; 8 and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh, you are 
In the Spirit, if the Spirit of God really 
dwells in you. Any one who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. 19 But if Christ is in you, al¬ 
though your bodies are dead because of 


Life in the Spirit 
sin, your spirits are alive because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him 
wno raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit which 
dwells in you. 

12 So then, brethren, we are debtors, 
not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh— 13 for if you live according to the 
flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body 
you will live. 14 For all who are led by 
the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
15 For you did not receive the spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received the spirit of sonship. 
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is 
the Spirit himself bearing witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God, 
17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of 
God and fellow heirs with Christ, pro¬ 
vided we suffer with him in order that 
we may also be glorified with him. 

18 I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worth com¬ 
paring with the glory that is to be re¬ 
vealed to us. 19 For the creation waits 
with eager longing for the revealing of 
the sons of God; 20 for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will 
but by the will of him who subjected it 
in hope; 21 because the creation itself 
will be set free from its bondage to de¬ 
cay and obtain the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. 22 We know that 
the whole creation has been groaning in 
travail together until now; 23 and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
24 For in this hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what he sees? 23 But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
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words. 21 And he who searches the 
hearts of men knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because* the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of 
God. 

28 We know that in everything God 
works for good* with those who love 
him, 1 who are called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those whom he fore¬ 
knew he also predestined to be con¬ 
formed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the first-born among 
many brethren. 30 And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and those 
whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glori¬ 
fied. 

31 What then shall we say to this? 
If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 
who did not spare his own Son but gave 
him up for us all, will he not also give 
us all things with him? 33 Who shall 
bring any charge against God's elect? 
It is God who justifies; 34 who is to 
condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised from the dead, who 
Is at the right hand of God, who indeed 
intercedes for us?* 1 33 Who shall sep¬ 
arate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword? 36 A$ it is written, 

“For thy sake we are being killed all 
the day long: 

we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” 

57 No, in ail these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin¬ 
cipalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

9 1 am speaking the truth in Christ, 
I am not lying; my conscience bears 
me witness in the Holy Spirit, 2 that I 
have great sorrow and unceasing an¬ 
guish in my heart. 3 For I could wish 


that I myself were accursed and cut off 
from Christ for the sake of my brethren, 
my kinsmen by race. 4 They are Is¬ 
raelites, and to them belong the son- 
ship, the glory, the covenants, the giving 
of the law, the worship, and the prom¬ 
ises; 5 to them belong the patriarchs, 
and of their race, according to the 
fiesh, is the Christ. God who is over all 
be blessed for ever." Amen. 

6 But it is not as though the word of 
God had failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel belong to Israel, 
7 and not all are children of Abraham 
because they are his descendants; but 
“Through Isaac shall your descendants 
be named.” 8 This means that it is not 
the children of the flesh who are the 
children of God, but the children of the 

r romise are reckoned as descendants. 

For this is what the promise said, 
“About this time I will return and Sarah 
shall have a son.” 10 And not only so, but 
also when Rebecca had conceived chil¬ 
dren by one man, our forefather Isaac, 
u though they were not yet born and 
had done nothing either good or bad, in 
order that God’s purpose of election 
might continue, not because of works 
but because of his call, 12 she was told, 
“The elder will serve the younger.” 
l3 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but 
Esau I hated.” 

14 What shall we say then? Is there 
injustice on God’s part? By no means! 
33 For he says to Moses, “I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.” 16 So it depends not upon 
man’s will or exertion, but upon God’s 
mercy. 37 For the scripture says to 
Pharaoh, “I have raised you up for the 
very purpose of showing my power in 
you, so that my name may be pro¬ 
claimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he 
has mercy upon whomever hw wills, and 
he hardens the heart of whomever he 
wills. 

19 You will say to me then, “Why 
does he still find fault? For who can re¬ 
sist his will?” 20 But who are you, a man, 
to answer back to God? Will what is 


•-v/r inai 
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moulded say to its moulder, “Why have 1A Brethren, my heart’s desire and 
you made me thus?” 21 Has the potter Av prayer to God for them is that 
no right over the clay, to make out of the they may be saved. 2 I bear them wit- 
same lump one vessel for beauty and ness that they have a zeal for God, but 
another for menial use? 22 What if God, it is not enlightened. 3 For, being igno- 
desiring to show his wrath and to make rant of the righteousness that comes 
known his power, has endured with from God, and seeking to establish their 
much patience the vessels of wrath own, they did not submit to God’s 
made for destruction, 23 in order to righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of 
make known the riches of his glory for the law, that every one who has faith 
the vessels of mercy, which he has pre- may be justified, 
pared beforehand for glory, 24 even us 5 Moses writes that the man who 
whom he has called, not from the Jews practises the righteousness which is 
only but also from the Gentiles? 25 As based on the law shall live by it. 6 But 
indeed he says in Hose'a, the righteousness based on faith says, 

“Those who were not my people Do not say in your heart, “Who will 

I will call ‘my people,* ascend into heaven?** (that is, to bring 

and her who was not beloved Christ down) 7 or “Who will descend 

I will call ‘my beloved.’ ’* into the abyss?” (thatis, to bring Christ 

26 “And in the very place where It was up from the dead). 8 But what does it 
said to them, ‘You are not my say? The word is near you, on your lips 
people,* and in your heart (that is, the word of 

they will be called ‘sons of the living faith which we preach); y because, if 
God.’ ** you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Lord and believe in your heart that God 
Israel; “Though the number of the sons raised him from the dead, you will be 
of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a saved. 10 For man believes with his 
remnant of them will be saved; 28 for heart and so is justified, and he con- 
the Lord will execute his sentence upon fesses with his lips and so is saved* 
the earth with rigour and despatch.** 11 The scripture says, “No one who be- 
2y And as Isaiah predicted, lieves in him will be put to shame.** 

“If the Lord of hosts had not left us 12 For there is no distinction between 
children, Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord 

we would have fared like Sodom and of all and bestows his riches upon all 
been made like Gomor'rah.” who call upon him. 13 For, “every one 
30 What shall we say, then? That who calls upon the name of the Lord 
Gentiles who did not pursue righteous- will be saved.** 

ness have attained it, that is, righteous- 14 But how are men to call upon him 
ness through faith; 31 but that Israel in whom they have not believed? And 
who pursued the righteousness which how are they to believe in him of whom 
is based on law did not succeed in ful- they have never heard? And how are 
filling that law. 32 Why? Because they they to hear without a preacher? 15 And 
did not pursue it through faith, but as if how can men preach unless they are 
it were based on works. They have sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 
stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as are the feet of those who preach good 
it is written, news!** 16 But they have not all heeded 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone the gospel; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who 
that will make men stumble, has believed what he has heard from 
a rock that will make them.fall; us?** 17 So faith comes from what is 

and he who believes in him will not heard, and what is heard comes by the 
be put to shame.’* preaching of Christ. 
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18 But 1 ask, have they not heard? and bend their backs for ever/’ 
Indeed they have; for 11 So I ask, have they stumbled so as 

“Their voice has gone out to all the to fall? By no means! But through their 


earth, 

and their words to the ends of the 
world.” 

Again I ask, did Israel not under¬ 
stand? First Moses says, 

“I will make you jealous of those who 
are not a nation; 

with a foolish nation I will make you 
angry.” 

20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 

“I have been found by those who did 
not seek me; 

I have shown myself to those who 
did not ask for me.” 

21 But of Israel he says, “All day long 1 
have held out my hands to a disobedient 
and contrary people.” 

n l ask, then, has God rejected 
his people? By no means! I my¬ 
self am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his 
eople whom he foreknew. Do you not 
now what the scripture says of Eli'jah, 
how he pleads with God against Israel? 
3 “Lord, they have killed thy prophets, 
they have demolished thy altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life.” 
4 But what is God’s reply to him? “I 
have kept for myself seven thousand 
men who have not bowed the knee to 
Ba'al.” 5 So too at the present time 
there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 
6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on 
the basis of works; otherwise grace 
would no longer be grace. 

7 What then? Israel failed to obtain 
what it sought. The elect obtained it, 
but the rest were hardened, 8 as it is 
written, 

“God gave them a spirit of stupor, 
eyes that should not see and ears that 
should not hear, 
down to this very day." 

9 And David says, 

“Let their feast become a snare and a 

a pitfalf and a retribution for them; 
10 let their eyes be darkened so that they 
cannot see. 


trespass salvation has come to the Gen¬ 
tiles, so as to make Israel jealous. 
12 Now if their trespass means riches for 
the world, and if their failure means 
riches for the Gentiles, how much more 
will their full inclusion mean! 

13 Now I am speaking to you Gen¬ 
tiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle 
to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 
14 in order to make my fellow Jews 
jealous, and thus save some of them. 
*5 For if their rejection means the 
reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance mean but life from the 
dead? 16 If the dough offered as first 
fruits is holy, so is the whole lump; and 
if the root is holy, so are the branches. 

17 But if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, 
were grafted in their place to share the 
richness 0 of the olive tree, 18 do not 
boast over the branches. If you do 
boast, remember it is not you that sup¬ 
port the root, but the root that supports 
you. 19 You will say, “Branches were 
broken off so that I might be grafted 
in.” 20 That is true. They were broken 
off because of their unbelief, but you 
stand fast only through faith. So do not 
become proud, but stand in awe. 21 For 
if God did not spare the natural 
branches, neither will he spare you. 
22 Note then the kindness and the 
severity of God: severity toward those 
who have fallen, but God’s kindness to 
you, provided you continue in his kind¬ 
ness ; otherwise you too will be cut off. 
23 And even the others, if they do not 
persist in their unbelief, will be grafted 
m, for God has the power to graft them 
in again. 24 For if you have been cut 
from what is by nature a wild olive tree, 
and grafted, contrary to nature, into a 
cultivated olive tree, how much more 
will these natural branches be grafted 
back into their own olive tree. 

25 Lest you be wise in your own con¬ 
ceits, I want you to understand this 
mystery, brethren; a hardening has 
come upon part of Israel, until the full 
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number of the Gentiles come in, 26 and faith which God has assigned him. 
so all Israel will be saved; as it is 4 For as in one body we have many 
written, members, and all the members do not 

“The Deliverer will come from Zion, have the same function, 5 so we, though 
he will banish ungodliness from many, are one body in Christ, and in- 
Jacob'*; dividually members one of another. 

27 “and this will be my covenant with 6 Having gifts that differ according to 
them the grace given to us, let us use them: 

when I take away their sins.** if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 

28 As regards the gospel thev are enemies 7 if service, in our serving; he who 
of God, for your sake; but as regards teaches, in his teaching; 8 he who ex¬ 
election they are beloved for the sake horts, in his exhortation; he who cqn- 
of their forefathers. 29 For the gifts and tributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, 
the call of God are irrevocable. 30 Just with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, 
as you were once disobedient to God with cheerfulness, 
but now have received mercy because 9 Let love be genuine; hate what is 
of their disobedience, 31 so they have evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love 
now been disobedient in order that by one another with brotherly affection; 
the mercy shown to you they also may? outdo one another in showing honour, 
receive mercy. 32 For God has con- 11 Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the 
signed all men to disobedience, that he Spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in your 
may have mercy upon all. hope, be patient in tribulation, be con- 

33 O the depth of the riches and wis- stant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the 
dom and knowledge of God! How un- needs of the saints, practise hospitality, 
searchable are his judgments and how 14 Bless those who persecute you; 
inscrutable his ways! bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice 

34 “For who has known the mind of the with those who rejoice, weep with those 

Lord, who weep. 16 Live in harmony with one 

or who has been his counsellor?” another; do not be haughty, but asso- 

35 “Or who has given a gift to him ciate with the lowly;* never be con- 

that he might be repaid?” ceited. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but 

36 For from him and through him and take thought for what is noble in the 

to him are all things. To him be glory sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it 
for ever. Amen. depends upon you, live peaceably with 

all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 
1 ^ I appeal to you therefore, but leave it* to the wrath of God; for it 
brethren, by the mercies of God, is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will 
to present your bodies as a living sacri- repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your 
fice, holy and acceptable to God, which enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be thirsty, give him drink; for by so doing 
conformed to this world® but be trans- you will heap burning coals upon his 
formed by the renewal of your mind, head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil 
that you may prove what is the will of but overcome evil with good. 

God, what is good and acceptable and 1 'J Let every person be subject to 
perfect. r the governing authorities. For 

3 For by the grace given to me I bid there is no authority except from God, 
every one among you not to think of and those that exist have been in- 
himself more highly than he ought to stituted by God. 2 Therefore he who 
think, but to think with sober judg- resists the authorities resists what God 
ment, each according to the measure of has appointed, and those who resist will 

9 Other indent authorities add now ® Greek age r Or ahat is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God 
* Or give yourselves to humble tasks * Greek give place 
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incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a corned him. 4 Who are you to pass 
terror to good conduct, but to bad. judgment on the servant of another? It 
Would you have no fear of him who is in is before his own master that he stands 
authority? Then do v. hat is good, and or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 
you will receive his approval, 4 for he is Master is able to make him stand. 

God’s servant for your good. But if you 5 One man esteems one day as better 
do wrong, be afraid, tor he does not than another, while another man 
bear the sword in vain; he is the servant esteems all days alike. Let every one be 
of God to execute his wrath on the fully convinced in his own mind. $ He 

wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be who observes the day, observes it in 

subject, not only to avoid God’s wrath honour of the Lord. He also who eats, 
but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For eats in honour of the Lord, since he gives 
the same reason you also pay taxes, for thanks to God; while he who abstains, 
the authorities are ministers of God, abstains in honour of the Lord and gives 
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay all of thanks to God. 7 None of us lives to 
them their dues, taxes to whom taxes himself, and none of us dies to himself, 
are due, revenue to whom revenue is 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 

due, respecr to whom respect is due, we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 

honour to whom honour is due. whether we live or whether we die, we 

8 Owe no one anything, except to are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ 
love one another; for he who loves his died and lived again, that he might be 
neighbour has fulfilled the law. 9 The Lord both of the dead and of the living, 
commandments, “You shall not com- 10 Why do you pass judgment on 
mit adultery, You shall not kill, You your brother? Or you, why do you de- 
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and spise your brother? For we shall all 
any other commandment, are summed stand before the judgment seat of God; 
up in this sentence, “You shall love your 11 for it is written, 
neighbour as yourself.” 10 Love does “As I live, says the Lord, every knee 
no wrong to a neighbour; therefore love shall bow to me, 

is the fulfilling of the law. and every tongue shall give praise" to 

11 Besides this you know what hour it God.” 

is, how it is full time now for you to 12 So each of us shall give account of 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer himself to God. 

to us now than when we first believed; 13 Then let us no more pass judg- 

12 the night is far gone, the day is at ment on one another, but rather decide 
hand. Let us then cast off the works of never to put a stumbling block or 
darkness and put on the armour of light; hindrance in the way of a brother. I 

13 let us conduct ourselves becomingly know and am persuaded in the Lord 

as in the day, not in revelling and Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and but it is unclean for any one who thinks 
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and it unclean. 15 If your brother is being 
jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus injured by what you eat, you are no 
Christ, and make no provision for the longer walking in love. Do not let what 
flesh, to gratify its desires. > you eat cause the ruin of one for whom 

*1 A As for the man who is weak in Christ died. 16 So do not let what is 
XT' faith, welcome him, but not for good to you be spoken of as eviL 17 For 
disputes over opinions. 2 One believes the kingdom of God does not mean food 
he may eat anything, while the weak and drink but righteousness and peace 
man eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him and joy in the Holy Spirit; 18 he who 
who eats despise him who abstains, and thus serves Christ is acceptable to God 
let not him who abstains pass judgment and approved by men. 19 Let us then 
on him who eats; for God has wel- pursue what makes for peace and for 

* Or confess 
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154 The strong and the weak 


mutual upbuilding. 20 Do not, for the 
sake of food, destroy the work of God. 
Everything is indeed clean, but it is 
wrong for any one to make others fall 
by what he eats; 21 it is right not to eat 
meat or drink wine or do anything that 
makes your brother stumble. v 21 The 
faith that you have, keep between your¬ 
self and God; happy is he who has no 
reason to judge himself for what he 
approves. 23 But he who has doubts is 
condemned, if he eats, because he does 
not act from faith; for whatever does 
not proceed from faith is sin. w 
■J C We who are strong ought to 
JL*} bear with the failings of the 
weak, and not to please ourselves; 2 let 
each of us please his neighbour for his 
good, to edify him. 3 For Christ did 
not please himself; but, as it is written, 
“The reproaches of those who re¬ 
proached thee fell on me.” 4 For what¬ 
ever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that by 
steadfastness and by the encourage¬ 
ment of the scriptures we might have 
hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness 
and encouragement grant you to live in 
such harmony with one another, in ac¬ 
cord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Welcome one another, therefore, 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8 For I tell you that 
Christ became a servant to the circum¬ 
cised to show God’s truthfulness, in 
order to confirm the promises given to 
the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise thee among 
the Gentiles, 
and sing to thy name”; 
and again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 


people ; 
and again, 

“Praise the Lord, all Gentiles, 
and let all the peoples praise him”; 
U and further Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse shall come. 


he who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him shall the Gentiles hope.” 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all 
ioy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope. 

14 I myself am satisfied about you, 
my brethren, that you yourselves are 
full of goodness, filled with all knowl¬ 
edge, and able to instruct one another. 

15 But on some points I have written to 
you very boldly by way of reminder, 
because of the grace given me by God 

16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles in the priestly service of the 
gospel of God, so that the offering of 
the Gentiles may be acceptable, sancti¬ 
fied by the Holy Spirit. 17 In Christ 
Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud 
of my work for God. 18 For I will not 
venture to speak of anything except 
what Christ has wrought through me to 
win obedience from the Gentiles, by 
word and deed, 19 by the power of signs 
and wonders, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, so that from Jerusalem and as 
far round as Illyr'icum I have fully 
preached the gospel of Christ, 20 thus 
making it my ambition to preach the 
gospel, not where Christ has already 
been named, lest I build on another 
man’s foundation, 21 but as it is written, 

“They shall see who have never been 
told of him, 

and they shall understand who have 
never heard of him.” 

22 This is the reason why I have so 
often been hindered from coming to 
you. 23 But now, since I no longer have 
any room for work in these regions, and 
since I have longed for many years to 
come to you, 24 I hope to see you in 
passing as I go to Spam, and to be sped 
on my journey there by you, once I have 
enjoyed your company for a little. 25 At 
present, however, I am going to Jeru¬ 
salem with aid for the saints. 26 For 
Macedo'nia and Acha'ia have been 
pleased to make some contribution for 
the poor among the saints at Jerusalem: 
27 they were pleased to do it, and indeed 
they are in debt to them, for if the Gen- 


* Other ancient authorities add or be upset or be weakened 
w Other authorities, some ancient, insert here Ch. 16.25-27 

14.20: Rom 14.15; 1 Cor 8.9-12. 14£1: 1 Cor 8.13. 14J2: Rom 2.1. 15.3: Pa 69.9. 

1S.4: Rom 4.23-24; 1 Cor 9.10; 2 Tim 3.16. 1SL5: Rom 12.16; 1 Cor 1.10; 2 Cor 13.11; Phil 2.2; 4.2. 

15.9: Pa 18.49; 2 Sam 22.50. 15.10: Deut 32.43. 15.11: Ps 117.1. 15.12: la 11.10; Mt 12.21. 

15.10: Acts 9.15. 15.18: Rom 1.5; Acts 15.12; 21.19. 15.10: Acts 19.11; 2 Cor 12.12. 15.20:2 Cor 10.15-1& 
15.21: Is 52.15. 15.22: Rom 1.13. 15.23: Acts 19.21; Rom 1.10-11; 15.32. 15.24: Rom 15.28. 

1545: Acta 19.21; 24.17; 15.31. 15 JMs 2 Cor 8.1-5; 9.2; 1 Thess 1.7-8. 15.27:1 Cor 9.11. 



Personal greetings 155 ROMANS 16 


tiles have come to share in their spiritual 
blessings, they ought also to be of serv¬ 
ice to them in material blessings. 
28 When therefore I have completed 
this, and have delivered to them what 
has been raised,* I shall go on by way 
of you to Spain; 29 and I know that 
when I come to you I shall come in the 
fullness of the blessing v of Christ. 

30 I appeal to you, brethren, by our 
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 
Spirit, to strive together with me in your 
prayers to God on my behalf, 31 that I 
may be delivered from the unbelievers 
in Judea, and that my service for Jeru¬ 
salem may be acceptable to the saints, 
32 so that by God’s will I may come to 
you with joy and be refreshed in your 
company. 33 The God of peace be with 
you all. Amen. 

1/T I commend to you our sister 
lv) Phoebe, a deaconess of the church 
at Cenchre-ae, 2 that you may receive 
her in the Lord as befits the saints, and 
help her in whatever she may require 
from you, for she has been a helper of 
many and of myself as well. 

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow 
workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked 
their necks for my life, to whom not 
only I but also all the churches of the 
Gentiles give thanks; 5 greet also the 
church in their house. Greet my be¬ 
loved Epae'netus, who was the first con¬ 
vert in Asia for Christ. 6 Greet Mary, 
who has worked hard among you. 
7 Greet Androni'cus and Ju'nias, my 
kinsmen and my fellow prisoners; they 
are men of note among the apostles, and 
they were in Christ before me. 8 Greet 
Amplia'tus, my beloved in the Lord. 

9 Greet Urba'nus, our fellow worker in 
Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 

10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in 
Christ. Greet those who belong to the 
family of Aristobu'lus. 11 Greet my 
kinsman Hero'dion. Greet those in the 
Lord who belong to the family of 
Narcissus. 12 Greet those workers in 


the Lord, Tryphae'na and Trypho'sa. 
Greet the beloved Persis, who has 
worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet 
Rufus, eminent in the Lord, also his 
mother and mine. i4 Greet Asyn'critus, 
Phlegon, Hermes, Pat'robas, Hernias, 
and the brethren who are with them. 
15 Greet PhiloPogus, Julia, Nereus and 
his sister, and Olym'pas, and all the 
saints who are with them. 16 Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. All the 
churches of Christ greet you. 

17 I appeal to you, brethren, to take 
note of those who create dissensions and 
difficulties, in opposition to the doc¬ 
trine which you have been taught; avoid 
them. 18 For such persons do not serve 
our Lord Christ, but their own ap¬ 
petites, 2 and by fair and flattering 
words they deceive the hearts of the 
simple-minded. 19 For while your obe¬ 
dience is known to all, so that I re¬ 
joice over you, I would have you wise as 
to what is good and guileless as to what 
is evil; 20 then the God of peace will 
soon crush Satan under your feet. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you.“ 

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets 
you; so do Lucius and Jason and 
Sosip'ater, my kinsmen. 

22 I Tertius, the writer of this letter, 
greet you in the Lord. 

23 Ga'ius, who is host to me and to 
the whole church, greets you. Erasmus, 
the city treasurer, and our brother 
Quartus, greet you.** 

25 Now to him who is able to 
strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, ac¬ 
cording to the revelation of the mystery 
which was kept secret for long ages 
26 but is now disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings is made known to all 
nations, according to the command of 
the eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise 
God be glory for evermore through 
Jesus Christ! Amen. 


* Greek sealed to them this fruit v Other ancient authorities insert of the gospel 
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THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 


CORINTHIANS 


I Paul, called by the will of God to I do not know whether I baptized any 
be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and one else.) 17 For Christ did not send me 
our brother Sos'thenes, to baptize but to preach the gospel, and 

2 To the church of God which is at not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross 
Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ of Christ be emptied of its power. 

Jesus, called to be saints together with 18 For the word of the cross is folly 
all those who in every place call on the to those who are perishing, but to us 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both who are being saved it is the power of 
their Lord and ours: God. 19 For it is written, 

3 Grace to you and peace from God “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. wise, 

and the cleverness of the clever I will 
4 I give thanks to God a always for thwart.” 

you because of the grace of God which 20 Where is the wise man? Where is the 
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
every way you were enriched in him Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
with all speech and all knowledge— of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom 
6 even as die testimony to Christ was of God, the world did not know God 
confirmed among you— 7 so that you through wisdom, it pleased God through 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as the folly of what we preach to save those 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs 
Jesus Christ; 8 who will sustain you to and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we 
the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
whom you were called into the fellow- 24 but to those who are called, both 
ship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Jews and Greeks. Christ the power of 
10 I appeal to you, brethren, by the God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
of you agree and that there be no dissen- and the weakness of God is stronger 
sions among you, but that you be united than men. 

in the same mind and the same judg- 26 For consider your call, brethren; 
ment. 11 For it has been reported to me not many of you were wise according to 
by ChloVs people that there is quarrell- worldly standards, not many were 
ing among you, my brethren. 12 What I powerful, not many were of noble 
mean is mat each one of you says, “I birth; 27 but God chose what is foolish 
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apol'- in the world to shame the wise, God 
los,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I chose what is weak in the world to 
belong to Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? shame the strong, 28 God chose what is 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you low and despised in the world, even 
baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I am things that are not, to bring to nothing 
thankful 8 that I baptized none of you things that are, 29 so that no human be- 
except Crispus and Ga'ius; is lest any ing might boast in the presence of 
one should say that you were baptized God. 30 He is the source of your life in 
in my name. * 6 (I did baptize also the Christ Jesus, whom God made our wis- 
household of Steph'anas. Beyond that, dom, our righteousness and sanctifica- 

4 Other ancient authorities read my God 8 Other ancient authorities read / thank God 
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tion and redemption; 31 therefore, as 
it is written, “Let him who boasts, 
boast of the Lord.” 

When I came to you, brethren, I 
did not come proclaiming to you the 
testimony 4 " of God in lofty words or 
wisdom. 2 For I decided to know noth¬ 
ing among you except Jesus Christ and 
him crucified. 3 And I was with you in 
weakness and in much fear and 
trembling; 4 and my speech and my 
message were not in plausible words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and power, 5 that your faith 
might not rest in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God. 

6 Yet among the mature we do impart 
wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of 
this age or of the rulers of this age, who 
are doomed to pass away. 7 But we im¬ 
part a secret and hidden wisdom of 
God, which God decreed before the 
ages for our glorification. 8 None of the 
rulers of this age understood this; for if 
they had, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, 
“What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, 

nor the heart of man conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who 
love him,” 

10 God has revealed to us through the 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches every¬ 
thing, even the depths of God. 11 For 
what person knows a man’s thoughts ex¬ 
cept the spirit of the man which is in 
him? So also no one comprehends the 
thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God. 12 Now we have received not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit which 
is from God, that we might understand 
the gifts bestowed on us by God. 13 And 
we impart this in words not taught by 
human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual truths to those 
who possess the Spirit. <* 

14 The unspiritual' man does not 
receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, 
for they are folly to him, and he is not 
able to understand them because they 


are spiritually discerned. 15 The spiritual 
man judges all things, but is himself to 
be judged by no one. 16 “For who has 
known the mind of the Lord so as to in¬ 
struct him?” But we have the mind of 
Christ. 

3 But I, brethren, could not address 
you as spiritual men, but as men of 
the flesh, as babes in Christ. 2 I fed you 
with milk, not solid food; for you were 
not ready for it; and even yet you are 
not ready, 3 for you are still of the 
flesh. For while there is jealousy and 
strife among you, are you not of the 
flesh, and behaving like ordinary men? 
4 For when one says, “I belong to 
Paul,” and another, “I belong to 
Apol'los,” are you not merely men? 

5 What then is Apol'los? What is 
Paul? Servants through whom you be¬ 
lieved, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 1 
planted, Apollos watered, but God 
gave the growth. 7 So neither he who 
plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. 
8 He who plants and he who waters are 
equal, and each shall receive his wages 
according to his labour. 9 For we are 
fellow workers for God / you are God’s 
field, God’s building. 

10 According to the commission of 
God given to me, like a skilled master 
builder 1 laid a foundation, and another 
man is building upon it. Let each man 
take care how he builds upon it. 11 For 
no other foundation can any one lay 
than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if any one builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble--- 13 each 
man’s work will become manifest; for 
the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed with fire, and the fire will 
test what sort of work each one has 
done. 14 If the work which any man has 
built on the foundation survives, he will 
receive a reward. 15 If any man’s work 
is burned up, he will suffer loss, though 
he himself will be saved, but only as 
through fire. 


* Other indent authorities read mystery (or secret) 

* Or interpreting spiritual truths in spiritual language; or comparing spiritual things with spiritual 

* Or natural J Greek God’s fellow workers 
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16 Do you not know that you are 
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you? 17 If any one destroys 
God’s temple, God will destroy him. 
For God’s temple is holy, and that 
temple you are. 

18 Let no one deceive himself. If any 
one among you thinks that he is wise in 
this age, let him become a fool that he 
may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of 
this world is folly with God. For it is 
written, “He catches the wise in their 
craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord 
knows that the thoughts of the wise are 
futile.” 21 So let no one boast of men. 
For all things are yours, 22 whether 
Paul or Apol'los or Cephas or the 
world or life or death or the present or 
the future, all are yours; 23 and you are 
Christ’s; and Christ is God’s. 

This is how one should regard us, 
as servants of Christ and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it 
is required of stewards that they be 
found trustworthy. 3 But with me it is a 
very small thing that I should be judged 
by you or by any human court. I do not 
even judge myself. 4 I am not aware of 
anything against myself, but I am not 
thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who 
judges me. 5 Therefore do not pro¬ 
nounce judgment before the time, be¬ 
fore the Lord comes, who will bring to 
light the things now hidden in darkness 
and will disclose the purposes of the 
heart. Then every man will receive his 
commendation from God. 

6 I have applied all this to myself and 
Apol'los for your benefit, brethren, that 
you may learn by us to live according to 
scripture, that none of you may be 
puffed up in favour of one against an¬ 
other. 7 For who sees anything different 
in you? What have you that you did 
not receive? If then you received it, 
why do you boast as if it were not a 
gift? 

8 Already you are filled! Already you 
have become rich! Without us you have 
become kings! And would that you did 
reign, so that we might share the rule 
with you! 9 For I think that God has ex¬ 


hibited us apostles as last of all, like 
men sentenced to death; because we 
have become a spectacle to the world, to 
angels and to men. 10 We are fools for 
Christ’s sake, but you are wise in 
Christ. We are weak, but you are 
strong. You are held in honour, but we 
in disrepute. 11 To the present hour we 
hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and 
buffeted and homeless, 12 and we labour, 
working with our own hands. When re¬ 
viled, we bless; when persecuted, we 
endure; 13 when slandered, we try to 
conciliate; we have become, and are 
now, as the refuse of the world, the off- 
scouring of all things. 

14 I do not write this to make you 
ashamed, but to admonish you as my 
beloved children. 15 For though you 
have countless guides in Christ, you do 
not have many fathers. For I became 
your father in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators 
of me. 17 Therefore I sent? to you 
Timothy, my beloved and faithful child 
in the Lord, to remind you of my ways 
in Christ, as I teach them everywhere 
in every church. 18 Some are arrogant, 
as though I were not coming to you. 
19 But I will come to you soon, if the 
Lord wills, and I will find out not the 
talk of these arrogant people but their 
power. 20 For the kingdom of God does 
not consist in talk but in power. 21 What 
do you wish? Shall I come to you with a 
rod, or with love in a spirit of gentle¬ 
ness? 

5 It is actually reported that there 
is immorality among you, and of a 
kind that is not found even among 
pagans; for a man is living with his 
father’s wife. 2 And you are arrogant! 
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let 
him who has done this be removed from 
among you. 

3 For though absent in body I am 
present in spirit, and as if present, I 
have already pronounced judgment 
4 in the name of the Lord Jesus on the 
man who has done such a thing. When 
you are assembled, and my spirit is 


? Or am lending 
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present, with the power of our Lord and defraud, and that even your own 
Jesus, 5 you arc to deliver this man to brethren. 

Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 9 Do you not know that the un- 
that his spirit may be saVed in the day of righteous will not inherit the kingdom 
the Lord Jesus.* of God? Do not be deceived; neither the 

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
not know that a little leaven leavens the nor homosexuals^ 10 nor thieves, nor 
whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
leaven that you may be a new lump, as nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of 
you really are unleavened. For Christ, God. u And such were some of you. But 
our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed, you were washed, you were sanctified, 
8 Let us, therefore, celebrate the festi- you were justified in the name of the 
val, not with the old leaven, the leaven Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
of malice and evil, but with the unleav* our God. 

ened bread of sincerity and truth. 12 “All things are lawful for me,” but 

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to not all things are helpful. “All things 
associate with immoral men; 10 not at all are lawful for me,” but I will not be en- 
mcaning the immoral of this world, or slaved by anything. 13 “Food is meant 
the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, for the stomach and the stomach for 
since then you would need to go out of food”—and God will destroy both one 
the world. “ But rather I wrote 1 to you and the other. The body is not meant 
not to associate with any one who bears for immorality, but for the Lord, and 
the name of brother if he is guilty of the Lord for the body. !4 And God 
immorality or greed, or is an idolater, raised the Lord and will also raise us 
re viler, drunkard, or robber—not even up by his power. 1S Do you not know 
to eat with such a one. 12 For what have that your bodies are members of 
I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not Christ? Shall I therefore take the mem- 
those inside the church whom you are bers of Christ and make them members 
to judge? 13 God judges those outside, of a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not 
“Drive out the wicked person from know that he who Joins himself to a 
among you.” prostitute becomes one body with her? 

5 When one of you has a grievance For, as it is written, “The two shall be- 
against a brother, does he dare go to come one.”* 17 But he who is united to 
law before the unrighteous instead of the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 
the saints? 2 Do you not know that the 18 Shun immorality. Every other sin 
saints will judge the world? And if the which a man commits is outside the 
world is to be judged by you, are you body; but the immoral man sins against 
incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do his own body. 19 Do you not know that 
you not know that we are to judge an- your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
gels? How much more, matters per- within you, which you have from God? 
taining to this life! 4 If then you have You are not your own; 20 you were 
such cases, why do you lay them before bought with a price. So glorify God in 
those who are least esteemed by the your body, 
church? 5 I say this to your shame. Can 

it be that there is no man among you *7 Now concerning the matters about 
wise enough to decide between mem- / which you wrote. It is well for a man 
bers of the brotherhood, 6 but brother not to touch a woman. 2 But because of 
goes to law against brother, and that be- the temptation to immorality, each man 
fore unbelievers? should have his own wife and each 

7 To have lawsuits at all with one woman her own husband. 3 The hus- 
another is defeat for you. Why not band should give to his wife her con- 
rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be jugal rights, and likewise the wife to her 
defrauded? 8 But you yourselves wrong husband. 4 For the wife does not rule 

* Other ancient authorities omit Jesus ( Or now I wrfte 7 Two Greek words arc rendered by this expression 
*' Greek one flesh 

S.5: Mt 4.10; 1 Cor 1.8. 5.8t Gal 5.9. 5.8s Ex 12.19; 13.7; Deut 16.3. 5.9: 2 Cor 6.14. 5.10: 1 Cor 10.27. 

5.11: 2 Thess 3.6; 1 Cor 10.7, 14, 20-21. 5.12: Mk 4.11. 5.13: Dcut 17.7; 1 Cor 5.2. 0.1: Mt 18.17. 

6.7: Mt 5.39-40. 8.9: 1 Cor 15.50. 8.11: Acts 22.16; Rom 8.30. 8.12: 1 Cor 10.23. 

8.15: Rom 12.5; 1 Cor 12.27. 6.16: Gen 2.24; Mt 19.5; Mk 10.8; Eph 5.31. 

•.17: Jn 17.21-23; Rom 8.9; Gal 2.20. 6.19; 1 Cor 3.16; Jn 2.21. 8.20; 1 Cor 7.23; Acts 20.28; Rom 12.1. 



1 CORINTHIANS 7 160 Problems of marriage 

over her own body, but the husband the commandments of God. 20 livery 
does; likewise the husband does not rule one should remain in the state in which 
over his own body, but the wife does, he was called. 21 Were you a slave when 
5 Do not refuse one another except called? Never mind. But if you can gain 
perhaps by agreement for a season, that your freedom, avail yourself of the 
you may devote yourselves to prayer; opportunity . x 22 For he who was called 
but then come together again, lest in the Lord as a slave is a freedman of 
Satan tempt you through lack of self- the Lord. Likewise he who was free 
control. 6 .I say this by way of con- when called is a slave of Christ. 23 You 
cession, not of command. 7 1 wish that were bought with a price; do not be- 
all were as I myself am. But each has his come slaves of men. 24 So, brethren, in 
own special gift from God, one of one whatever state each was called, there let 
kind and one of another. him remain with God. 

8 To the unmarried and the widows I 25 Now concerning the unmarried, I 
say that it is well for them to remain have no command of the Lord, but I 
single as I do. 9 But if they cannot exer- give my opinion as one who by the 
cise self-control, they should marry. Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. 26 I think 
For it is better to marry than to be that in view of the impending" 1 dis- 
aflame with passion. tress it is well for a person to remain as 

10 To the married I give charge, not he is. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not 
I but the Lord, that the wife should not seek to be free. Are you free from a 
separate from her husband 11 (but if wife? Do not seek marriage. 28 But if 
she does, let her remain single or else be you marry, you do not sin, and if a girl 
reconciled to her husband)—and that marries she does not sin. Yet those who 
the husband should not divorce his wife, marry will have worldly troubles, and I 
12 To the rest 1 say, not the Lord, would spare you that. 29 I mean, breth- 
that if any brother has a wife who is an ren, the appointed time has grown very 
unbeliever, and she consents to live with short; from now on, let those who have 
him, he should not divorce her. 13 If any wives live as though they had none, 
woman has a husband who is an unbe- 30 and those who mourn as though they 
liever, and he consents to live with her, were not mourning, and those who re- 
she should not divorce him. 14 For the joice as though they were not rejoicing, 
unbelieving husband is consecrated and those who buy as though they had 
through his wife, and the unbelieving no goods, 31 and those who deal with the 
wife is consecrated through her hus- world as though they had no dealings 
band. Otherwise, your children would with it. For the form of this world is 
be unclean, but as it is they are holy, passing away. 

15 But if the unbelieving partner desires 32 I want you to be free from anxie- 
to separate, let it be so; in such a case ties. The unmarried man is anxious 
the brother or sister is not bound. For about the affairs of the Lord, how to 
God has called us* to peace. 16 Wife, please the Lord; 33 but the married man 
how do you know whether you will save is anxious about worldly affairs, how to 
vour husband? Husband, how do you please his wife, 34 and his interests are 
know whether you will save your wife? divided. And the unmarried woman or 
17 Only, let every one lead the life girl is anxious about the affairs of the 
which the Lord has assigned to him, and Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit; 
in which God has called him. This is my but the married woman is anxious about 
rule in all the churches. 18 Was any one worldly affairs, how to please her hus- 
at the time of his call already circum- band. 35 I say this for your own benefit, 
cised? Let him not seek to remove the not to lay any restraint upon you, but to 
marks of circumcision. Was any one at promote good order and to secure your 
the time of his call uncircumcised? Let undivided devotion to the Lord, 
him not seek circumcision. 19 For 36 If any one thinks that he is not 
neither circumcision counts for any- behaving properly toward his betrothed, 
thing nor uncircumcision, but keeping if his passions are strong, and it has to 

* Other ancient authorities read you x Or make use of your present condition instead m Or present 
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be, let him do as he wishes: let them 
marry—it is no sin. 37 But whoever is 
firmly established in his heart, being 
under no necessity but having his desire 
under control, and has determined this 
in his heart, to keep her as his be¬ 
trothed, he will do well. 38 So that he 
who marries his betrothed does well; 
and he who refrains from marriage will 
do better. 

39 A wife is bound to her husband as 
long as he lives. If the husband dies, she 
is free to be married to whom she 
wishes, only in the Lord. 40 But in my 
judgment she is happier if she remains 
as she is. And I think that I have the 
Spirit of God. 

Now concerning food offered to 
idols: we know that “all of us pos¬ 
sess knowledge.” “Knowledge” puffs 
up, but love builds up. 2 If any one 
imagines that he knows something, he 
does not yet know as he ought to know. 
3 Bur if one loves God, one is known by 
him. 

4 Hence, as to the eating of food of¬ 
fered to idols, we know that “an idol has 
no real existence,” and that “there is no 
God but one.” 5 For although there 
may be so-called gods in heaven or on 
earth—as indeed there are many “gods” 
and many “lords”— 6 yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are 
all things and for whom we exist, and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
are all things and through whom we 
exist. 

7 However, not all possess this 
knowledge. But some, through being 
hitherto accustomed to idols, eat food 
as really offered to an idol; and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
8 Food will not commend us to God. 
We are no worse off if we do not eat, and 
no better off if we do. 9 Only take care 
lest this liberty of yours somehow be¬ 
come a stumbling block to the weak. 
10 For if any one sees you, a man of 
knowledge, at table in an idol’s temple, 
might he not be encouraged, if his con¬ 
science is weak, to eat food offered to 


idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this 
weak man is destroyed, the brother for 
whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning 
against your brethren and wounding 
their conscience when it is weak, you 
sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food 
is a cause of my brother’s falling, I will 
never cat meat, lest I cause my brother 
to fall. 

9 Am I not free? Am I not an 
apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our 
Lord? Are not you my workmanship in 
the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an 
apostle, at least I am to you; for you are 
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 

3 This is my defence to those who 
would examine me. 4 Do we not have 
the right to our food and drink? 5 Do 
we not have the right to be accom¬ 
panied by a wife,” as the other apostles 
and the brothers of the Lord and 
Cephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and I 
who have no right to refrain from work¬ 
ing for a living? 7 Who serves as a sol¬ 
dier at his own expense? Who plants a 
vineyard without eating any of its fruit? 
Who tends a flock without getting some 
of the milk? 

8 Do I say this on human authority? 
Does not the law say the same? 9 For it 
is written in the law of Moses, “You 
shall not muzzle an ox when it is tread¬ 
ing out the grain.” Is it for oxen that 
God is concerned? 10 Does he not speak 
entirely for our sake? It was written for 
our sake, because the ploughman should 
plough in hope and the thresher thresh 
in hope of a share in the crop. 11 If we 
have sown spiritual good among you, is 
it too much if we reap your material 
benefits? 12 If others share this rightful 
claim upon you, do not we still more? 

Nevertheless, we have not made use 
of this right, but we endure anything 
rather than put an obstacle in the way of 
the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know 
that those who are employed in the 
temple service get their food from the 
temple, and those who serve at the altar 
share in the sacrificial offerings? 14 In 
the same way, the Lord commanded 
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that those who proclaim the gospel the cloud and in the sea, 3 and all ate 
should get their Jiving by the gospel. the same supernatural" food 4 and all 
15 But I have made no use of any of drank the same supernatural" drink, 
these rights, nor am I writing this to For they drank from the supernatural 0 
secure any such provision. For 1 would Rock which followed them, and the 
rather die than have any one deprive me Rock was Christ. - s Nevertheless with 
of my ground for boasting. For if most of them God was not pleased; for 
I preach the gospel, that gives me no they were overthrown in the wilderness, 
ground for boasting. For necessity is 6 Now these things are warnings for 
laid upon me. Woe to me if 1 do not us, not to desire evil as they did. 7 Do 
preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of not be idolaters as some of them were; 
my own will, I have a reward; but if not as it is written, “The people sat down 
of my own will, I ani entrusted with a to eat and drink and rose up to dance/’ 
commission. 18 What then is my re- 8 We must not indulge in immorality as 
ward? Just this: that in my preaching I some of them did, and twenty-three 
may make the gospel free of charge, not thousand fell in a single day. y We 
making full use of my right in the must not put the Lord*' to the test, as 
gospel. some of them did and were destroyed by 

19 For though I am free from all serpents; 10 nor grumble, as some of 
men, I have made myself a slave to all, them did and were destroyed by the 
that I might win the more. 20 To the Destroyer. 11 Now these things hap- 
Jews I became as a Jew, in order to pened to them as a warning, but they 
win Jews; to those under the law I be- were written down for our instruction, 
came as one under the law—though not upon whom the end of the ages has 
being myself under the law—that I come. 12 Therefore let any one who 
might win those under the law. 21 To thinks that he stands take heed lest he 
those outside the law I became as one fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you 
outside the law—not being without law that is not common to man. God is 
toward God but under the law of Christ faithful, and he will not let you be 
—that I might win those outside the tempted beyond your strength, but with 
law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that the temptation will also provide the way 

1 might win the weak. I have become all of escape, that you may be able to en- 
things to all men, that I might by all dure it. 

means save some. 23 I do it all for the 14 Therefore, my beloved, shun the 
sake of the gospel, that I may share in worship of idols. * 5 I speak as to 
its blessings. sensible men; judge for yourselves what 

24 Do you not know that in a race all I say. 16 The cup of blessing which we 
the runners compete, but only one re- bless, is it not a participation? in the 
ceives the prize? So run that you may blood of Christ? The bread which we 
obtain it. 25 Evciy athlete exercises self- break, is it not a participation? in the 
control in all things. They do it to re- body of Christ? 17 Because there is one 
ceive a perishable wreath, but we an bread, we who are many are one body, 
imperishable. 26 Well, I do not run aim- for we all partake of the one bread, 
lessly, I do not box as one beating the 18 Consider the practice of Israel; are 
air; 27 but I pommel my body and sub- not those who eat the sacrifices partners 
due it, lest after preaching to others I in the altar? What do I imply then? 
myself should be disqualified. That food offered to idols is anything, or 

that an idol is anything? 20 No, I imply 
1A I want you to know, brethren, that what pagans sacrifice they offer to 
Avr that our fathers were all under the demons and not to God. I do not want 
cloud, and all passed through the sea, you to be partners with demons. 21 You 

2 and all were baptized into Moses in cannot drink the cup of the Lord and 

0 Greek ipiritual P Other ancient authorities read Christ 9 Or c _ 
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•the cup ol demons. You cannot partake veil. 7 For a man ought not to cover his 
of the table of the Lord and the tabic of head, since he is the image and glory of 
demons. 22 Shall we provoke the Lord God; but woman is the glory of man. 
to jealousy? Arc wc stronger than he? 8 (ror man was not made from woman, 
2^ “All things are lawful,” but not all but woman from man. 9 Neither was 
things are helpful. “All things are law 1 - man created for woman, but woman for 
ful,” but not all things build up. 24 Lev man.) Thai is why a woman ought to 
no one seek his own good, but the good have a veil' on her head, because of the 
of his neighbour. 2 -' Eat whatever is sold angels. 11 (Nevertheless, in the Lord 
in the meat market without raising any woman is not independent of man nor 
question on the ground of conscience, man of woman; 12 for as woman was 
2(1 For “the earth is the Lord's, and made from man, so man is now born of 
everything in it.” 27 If one of the un- woman. And all things are from God.) 
believers invites you to dinner and v-u 12 Judge for yourselves; is it proper for a 
are disposed to go, eat whatever is ser woman to pray to God with her head 
before you without raising any question uncovered? 14 Docs not nature itself 
on the ground of conscience. 28 (But ii teach you that for a man to wear long 
some one says to you, “This has been hair is degrading to him, but if a 
offered in sacrifice,” then out of con- woman has long hair, it is her pride? 
sideration lor the man who informed For her hair is given to her for a cover- 
you, and for conscience' sake— 2>J I ing. 50 If any one is disposed to be con- 
mean his conscience, not yours—-do not tentious, we recognise no other practice, 
eat it.) For why should my liberty be nor do the churches of God. 
determined by another man's scruples? 1? But in the following instructions i 
30 If I partake with thankfulness, why do not commend you, because when 
am I denounced because of that for you come together it is not tor the better 
which 1 give thanks? but for the worse. 18 For, in the first 

31 So, whether you eat or drink, or place, when you assemble as a church, I 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of hear that there are divisions among you; 
God. 32 Give no offence to Jew's or to and I partly believe it, 19 for there must 
Greeks or to the church of God, 33 just be factions among you in order that 
as 1 try to please all men in everything I those who are genuine among you may 
do, not seeking my own advantage, be recognised. 20 When you meet to- 
hut that of many, that they may be gether, it is not the Lord’s supper that 

U saved. 1 Be imitators of me, as l you eat. 21 For in earing, each one goes 
am of Christ. ahead with his own meal, and one is 

hungry and another is drunk. 22 What! 
2 I commend you because you re- Do you not have houses to eat and 
member me in everything and maintain drink in? Or do you despise the church 
the traditions even as 1 have delivered of God and humiliate those who have 
them to you. 3 But I want you to under- nothing? What shall 1 say to you? Shall 
stand that the head of every man is l commend you in this? No, i will not. 
Christ, the head of a woman is her hus- 23 For I received from the Lord 
band, and the head of Christ is God. what I also delivered to you, that the 
4 Any man who prays or prophesies with Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
his head covered dishonours his head, betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had 
5 but any woman who prays or proph- given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
esies with her head unveiled dishonours “This is my body which is for 4 you. 
her head—it is the same as if her head Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In 
were shaven. 6 For if a woman will not the same way also the cup, after supper, 
veil herself, then she should cut off her saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
hair; but if it is disgraceful for a woman in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
to be shorn or shaven, let her wear a drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For 

r Greek authority (the veil being a symbol of this) * Other ancient authorities read broken for 
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I CORINTHIANS 11 164 Many parts, one body 

as often as vou cat this bread and drink same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death individually as he wills. 

until he comes, 12 For iust as the body is one and has 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the many members, and all the members of 
bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in the bodv, though many, arc one body, 
an unworthy manner will be guiltv of so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit 
profaning the body and blood of the we were ail baptised into one bodv— 
Lord. 2<s Let a man examine himself.. Jews or Creeks, slaves or free:—and all 
and so eat of the bread and drink of the were made to drink of one Spirit, 

cup. 20 For any one who eats and 14 For the body does not consist of 

drinks without discerning the body eats one member but of many. 15 If the foot 
and drinks judgment upon himself, should say, "‘Because I am not a hand, T 
30 That is why many of you are weak do not belong to the body,” that would 
and ill, and some have died/ But if not make it any less a part of the body , 
we judged ourselves truly, we should 16 And if the ear should say, “Because 3 
not be judged. 32 But when we arc am not an eve, I do not belong to the 
judged by the Lord, we arc chastened" body,” that would not make it any less 
so that we mav not be condemned along a part of the body. i7 If the whole body 
with the world. were an eye, where would be die hear- 

33 So then, my brethren, when you ing? If the whole body were an ear., 

come together to eat, wait for one an- where would be the sense of smell? 
other— u if any one is hungry, let him But as it is, God arranged the organs 
eat at home—lest you come together to in the body., each one of them, as he 
be condemned. About the other things X chose. 19 If all were a single organ* 
will give directions when I come. where would the body be? 2u As it is* 

there are many parts, yet one body.. 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
AX brethren, I do not want you to have no need of you,” nor again the 
be uninformed. 2 You know that when head to the feet, “I have no need of 
you were heathen, you were led astray you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of 
to dumb idols, however you may have the body which seem to be weaker are 
been moved. 3 Therefore I want you to indispensable, 23 and those parts of the 
understand that no one speaking by the body which we think less honourable we 
Spirit of God ever says “Jesus be invest with the greater honour, and our 
cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is unpresentable parts are treated with 
Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. greater modesty, 24 which our more 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but presentable parts do not require. But 
the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties God has so adjusted the body, giving 
of service, but the same Lord; 6 and the greater honour to the inferior part, 
there are varieties of working, but it is 25 that there may be no discord in the 
the same God who inspires them all in body, but that the members may have 
every one. 7 To each is given the mani- the same care for one another. 26 If one 
festation of the Spirit for the common member suffers, all suffer together; if 
good. 8 To one is given through the one member is honoured, all rejoice to- 
Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to gether. 

another the utterance of knowledge 27 Now you are the body of Christ 
according to the same Spirit, 9 to an- and individually members of it. 2 «And 
other faith by the same Spirit, to an- God has appointed in the church first 
other gifts of healing by the one Spirit, apostles, second prophets, third teach- 
10 to another the working of miracles, ers, then workers of miracles, then 
to another prophecy, to another the healers, helpers, administrators, speak- 
ability to distinguish between spirits, to ers in various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 
another various kinds of tongues, to apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 
another the interpretation of tongues, teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 £) 0 

II All these are inspired by one and the all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak 

* Greek have fallen asleep (as in Ch 15.6, 20) * Or when we are judged we are being chastened bv the Lord 
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with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But 6 Now, brethren, if I come to you 
earnestly desire the higher gifts. speaking in tongues, how shall I benefit 

And I will show you a still more ex- you unless I bring you some revelation 
cellcnt way. or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 

i *2 If I speak in the tongues of men 7 If even lifeless instruments, such as 
J.3 and of angels, but have not love, the flute or the harp, do not give dis- 
I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal, tinet notes, how will any one know what 
2And if I have prophetic powers, and is played? g And if the bugle gives an 
understand all mysteries and all knowl- indistinct sound, who will get ready for 
edge, and if I have all faith, so as to re- battle? 9 So with yourselves; if you in a 
move mountains, but have not love, I tongue utter speech that is not intel- 
am nothing. 3 If I give away ail 1 have, ligible, how will any one know what is 
and if I deliver my body to be burned , r said? For you will be speaking into the 
but have not love, I gain nothing. air. 10 There are doubtless many differ- 

4 Love is patient and kind; love is not ent languages in the world, and none is 
Jealous or boastful; s it is not arrogant without meaning; 11 but if I do not 
or rude. Love does not insist on its know the meaning of the language, I 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; shall be a foreigner to the speaker and 
it does not rejoice at wrong, but re- the speaker a foreigner to me. 12 So 
yoices in the right. 7 Love bears all with yourselves; since you are eager 
things, believes all things, hopes all for manifestations of the Spirit, 
things, endures all things. strive to excel in building up the 

8 Love never ends; as for prophecies, church, 
they will pass away; as for tongues, they 13 Therefore, he who speaks in a 
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass tongue should pray for the power to 
away. 9 For our knowledge is imperfect interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, 
and our prophecy is imperfect; 10 but my spirit prays but my mind is un- 
when the perfect comes, the imperfect fruitful. 15 What am I to do? I will pray 
will pass away. 11 When I was a child, I with the spirit and I will pray with the 
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, mind also; I will sing with the spirit and 
I reasoned like a child; when I became a I will sing with the mind also. l( > Other- 
man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For wise, if you bless*" with the spirit, how 
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then can any one in the position of an out¬ 
face to face. Now I know in part; then I sidcr x say the “Amen” to your thanks- 
shall understand fully, even as I have giving when he does not know what you 
been fully understood. 13 So faith, hope, are saying? 17 For you may give thanks 
love abide, these three; but the greatest well enough, but the other man is not 
of these is love. edified. 18 I thank God that I speak in 

*1 A Make love your aim, and earn- tongues more than you all; 19 neverthe- 
At estly desire the spiritual gifts, less, in church I would rather speak 
especially that you may prophesy. x For five words with my mind, in order to 
one who speaks in a tongue speaks not instruct others, than ten thousand 
to men but to God; for no one under- words in a tongue, 
stands him, but he utters mysteries in 20 Brethren, do not be children in 
the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, he who your thinking; be babes in evil, but in 
prophesies speaks to men for their up- thinking be mature. 21 In the law it is 
building and encouragement and con- written, “By men of strange tongues 
solation. 4 He who speaks in a tongue and by the lips of foreigners will I speak 
edifies himself, but he who prophesies to this people, and even then they will 
edifies the church. 5 Now I want you all not listen to me, says the Lord.” 
to speak in tongues, but even more to 22 Thus, tongues are a sign not for be- 
prophesy. He who prophesies is greater lievers but for unbelievers, while 
than he who speaks in tongues, unless prophecy is not for unbelievers but for 
some one interprets, so that the church believers. 23 If, therefore, the whole 
may be edified. church assembles and all speak in 

v Other ancient authorities read body that I may glory w That is give thanks to God 
* Or him that is without gifts 
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tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers 
enter, will they not say that you are 
mad? 24 Hut if all prophesy, and an 
unbeliever or outsider enters, lie is con - 
victed by all, he is called to account by 
all, 25 the secrets of his heart are dis¬ 
closed; and so, falling on his face, he 
will worship God and declare that God 
is really among you. 

26 What then, brethren? When you 
come together, each one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an 
interpretation. Let all things be done 
for edification. 27 If any speak in a 
tongue, let there be only two or at most 
three, and each in turn; and let one 
interpret. 28 But if there is no one to 
interpret, let each of them keep silence 
in church and. speak to himself and to 
God. 2( ‘ Let two or three prophets 
speak, and let the others weigh what is 
said. 30 If a revelation is made to another 
sitting by, let the first be silent. 31 For 
you can all prophesy one by one, so that 
all may learn and all be encouraged; 
32 and the spirits of prophets art: subject 
to prophets, 33 I ; or 'God is nor. a God of 
confusion but of peace. 

As in all the churches of the saints, 
34 the women should keep silence in the 
churches. For they are not permitted 
to speak, but should be subordinate, as 
even die law says. 35 If there is anything 
they desire to know, let them ask their 
husbands at home. For it is shameful for 
a woman to speak in church. 36 What! 
Did the word of God originate with 
you, or are you the only ones it has 
reached? 

37 If any one thinks that he is a 
prophet, or spiritual, he should ac¬ 
knowledge that what I am writing to 
you is a command of the Lord. 38 If 
any one does not recognise this, he is 
not recognised. 3V So, my brethren, 
earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not 
forbid speaking in tongues; 40 but all 
things should be done decently and in 
order. 

1 (T Now I would remind you, 
brethren, in what terms I 
preached to you the gospel, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 by 
which you are saved, if you hold it fast 
—unless you believed in vain. 


Resurrection 

3 For I delivered to you as of first im¬ 
portance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance 
w ith the scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the scriptures, 5 and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. b Then he appeared to more 
than live hundred brethren at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though 
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he ap¬ 
peared to James, then to all the apostles. 
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me. y For I am the 
least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because 1 persecuted the 
church of God. 10 But by the grace of 
God 1 am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the con¬ 
trary, I worked harder than any of 
them, though it was not 2, but the grace 
of God which is with me. 11 Whether 
then it was I or they, so wc preach and 
so you believed, 

12 Now if Christ is preached as raised 
from the dead, how can some of you 
say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection 
of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; 14 if Christ has not been raised, 
then our prcacliing is in vain and your 
faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to 
be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified of God that he raised Clirist, 
whom he did not raise if it is true that 
the dead are not raised. 16 For if the 
dead are not raised, then Christ has not 
been raised. 17 If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are 
still in your sins. * 8 Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. 10 If for this life only we have 
hoped in Christ, we are of all men most 
to be pitied. 

20 But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a 
man came death, by a man has come 
also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his 
own order: Christ the first fruits, then 
at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father 
after destroying every rule and every 
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authority and power. 25 For he must a spiritual body, if there is a physical 
reign until he has put all his enemies body, there is also a spiritual body, 
under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be 45 Thus it is written, “The first man 
destroyed is death. 27 “For God' has Adam became a living being’'; the last 
put all things in subiection under his Adam became a life-giving spirit. 4(> But 
feet.” But w r hcn it says, “All things are it is not the spiritual which is first but 
put in subjection under him,” it is plain the physical, and then the spiritual, 
that he is excepted who put all things 47 The first man was from the earth, a 
under him. 28 When all things are sub- man of dust; the second man is from 
fected to him, then the Son himself will heaven. 4S As was the man of dust, so are 
also be subjected to him who put all those who are of the dust; and as is the 
tilings under him, that God may be man of heaven, so are those who are of 
everything to every one. heaven. 40 Just as we have borne the 

29 Otherwise, what do people mean image of the man of dust, we shall* 1 
by being baptized on behalf of the also bear the image of the man of 
dead? If the dead are not raised at all, heaven. S(l I tell you this, brethren: 
why arc people baptized on their be- flesh and blood cannot inherit the king- 
half? 30 Why am I in peril every hour? dom of God, nor does the perishable 
31 I protest, brethren, by my pride in inherit the imperishable, 
you which I have in Christ Jesus our 51 Lo! I tell you a mystery. Wc shall 
Lord, I die every day \ 32 What do l not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
gain if, humanly speaking, X fought with 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
raised, “Let us eat and drink, for to- will sound, and the dead will be raised 
morrow we die.” 33 Do not be deceived: imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
"‘Bad company ruins good morals.” 53 For this perishable nature must put 
34 Come to your right mind, and sin no on the imperishable, and this mortal 
more. For some have no knowledge of nature must put on immortality. 
God. I say this to your shame. 54 When the perishable puts on the im- 

35 But some one will ask, “How are perishable, and the mortal puts on im~ 
She dead raised? With what kind of body mortality, then shall come to pass the 
do they come?” 36 You foolish man! saying that is written: 

What you sow does not come to life “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
unless it dies. 37 And what you sow is not 35 “O death, where is thy victory? 
the body which is to be, but a bare O death, where is thy sting?” 
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some 36 The sting of death is sin, and the 
other grain. 38 But God gives it a body power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be 
as he has chosen, and to each kind of to God, who gives us the victory 
seed its own body. 39 For not all flesh is through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
alike, but there is one kind for men, 58 Therefore, my beloved breth- 
another for animals, another for birds, ren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
and another for fish. 40 There are abounding in the work of the Lord, 
celestial bodies and there are terrestrial know ing that in the Lord your labour is 
bodies; but the glory of the celestial is not in vain, 
one, and the glory of the terrestrial is 

another. 41 There is one glory' of the *| iT Now concerning the contribu- 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and XU tion for the saints: as I directed 
another glory of the stars; for star differs the churches of Galatia, so you also are 
from star in glory. to do. 2 On the first day of every week, 

42 So is it with the resurrection of the each of you is to put something aside 
dead. What is sown is perishable, what, and store it up, as he may prosper, so 
is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in that contributions need not be made 
dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is when I come. 3 And when I arrive, I will 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power, send those whom you accredit by letter 
44 It is sown a physical body, it is raised to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it 

* Greek he a Other undent authorities read let us 
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seems advisable that I should go also, 
they will accompany me. 

5 J will visit von alter passing through 
Macedo nia, for I intend to pass through 
Macedo nia, (1 and perhaps 1 will stay 
with you or even spend the winter, so 
that you may speed me on my journey, 
wherever 1 go. 3 * * * 7 For 1 do not want to see 
you now just in passing; I hope to 
spend some time with you, if the Lord 
permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus 
until Pentecost, y for a wide door for 
effective work has opened to me, and 
there are many adversaries. 

10 When Timothy comes, see that 
you put him at ease among you, for he 
is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 
111 So let no one despise him. Speed him 
on his way in peace, that he may return 
to me; for I am expecting him with the 
brethren. 

12 As for our brother Apol'los, I 
strongly urged him to visit you with the 
other brethren, but it was not at all 
his will* to come now. He will come 
when he has opportunity, 

13 Be watchful, stand firm in your 


faith, be courageous, be strong. 14 Let 
all that you do be done in love. 

15 Now, brethren, you know that the 
household of Steph'anas were the firs* 
converts in Acha'ia, and they have de¬ 
voted themselves to the service of the 
saints; 1( 'I urge you to be subject to 
such men and to every fellow worker and 
labourer. 17 I rejoice at the coming of 
Steph'anas and Eortuna'tus and Acha'- 
icus, because they have made up for 
your absence; 18 for they refreshed my 
spirit as well as yours. Give recognition 
to such men. 

3 b The churches of Asia send greet¬ 
ings. Aquila and Prisca, together with 
the church in their house, send you 
hearty greetings in the Lord. 20 A11 the 
brethren send greetings. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. 

21 I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand. 22 If any one has no love 
for the I ,ord, lot him be accursed. Our 
Lord, come i r 23 The grace of the Lord 
Jesus be with you. 24 My love be with 
you all in Christ Jesus. Amen„ 


THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

CORINTHIANS 


I Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother. 

To the church of God which is at 
Corinth, with all the saints who arc in 
the whole of Acha'ia: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who 

comforts us .in all our affliction, so that 

we may be able to comfort those who 

are in any affliction, with the comfort 

with which we ourselves are com¬ 

forted by God. 5 For as we share 


abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so> 
through Christ we share abundantly in 
comfort too/' 6 If we arc afflicted, it is 
for your comfort and salvation; and if 
we arc comforted, it is for your comfort, 
which you experience when you pa¬ 
tiently endure the same sufferings that 
we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is un¬ 
shaken; for we know that as you share 
in our sufferings, you will also share in 
our comfort. 

8 For we do not want you to be ig¬ 
norant, brethren, of the affliction we 
experienced in Asia; for we were so 
utterly, unbearably crushed that we 
despaired of life itself. 9 * Why, we felt 
that we had received the sentence of 


* Or Cad’s mil for him e Greek Maranatha 

a Or For as the sufferings of Christ abound for us, so also our comfort abounds through Christ 
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Sincerity of Paul 
death; but that was to make us rely not 
on ourseivcs but on God who raises the 
dead ; 10 he delivered us from so deadly 
a peril, and he will deliver us; on him 
we have set our hope that he will deliver 
us again. 11 You also must help us by 
prayer, so that many will give thanks on 
our behalf for the blessing granted us in 
answer to many prayers. 

12 For our boast is this, the testimony 
of our conscience that we have be¬ 
haved in the world, and still more 
toward you, with holiness and godly 
sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by 
the grace of God. 13 For we write you 
nothing but what you can read and 
understand; I hope you will understand 
fully, 14 as you have understood in part, 
that you can be proud of us as we can 
be of you, on the day of the Lord. 
Jesus. 

15 Because I was sure of this, I 
wanted to come to you first, so that you 
might have a double pleasure 10 1 
wanted to visit you on iny way to 
Macedo nia, and to come back to you 
from Macedo'nia and have you send me 
on my way to Judea. 17 Was I vacillating 
when I wanted to do this? Do I make 
my plans like a worldly man, ready to 
say Yes and No at once? ,fi As surely as 
God is faithful, our word to you has 
not been Yes and No. iy For the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, whom we preached 
among you, Silva'nus and Timothy and 
I, was not Yes and No; but in him it is 
always Yes. 20 For all the promises of 
God find their Yes in him. That is why 
we utter the Amen through him, to the 
glory of God. 21 But it is God who 
establishes us with you in Christ, and 
lias commissioned us; 22 he has put his 
seal upon us and given us his Spirit in 
our hearts as a guarantee. 

23 But I call God to witness against 
me—it was to spare you that I re¬ 
frained from coming to Corinth. 24 Not 
that we lord it over your faith; we work 
with you for your joy, for you stand 
firm in your faith. 1 For I made up 
my mind not to make you another 
painful visit. 2 For if I cause you pain, 
who is there to make me glad but the 
one whom I have pained? 3 And I wrote 
as I did, so that when I came I might 
not be pained by those who should have 
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made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of 
you, that my joy would be the joy of you 
all. 4 For I wrote you out of much 
affliction and anguish of heart and with 
many tears, not to cause you pain but to 
let you know die abundant love that I 
have for you. 

5 But if any one has caused pain, he 
has caused it not to me, but in some 
measure—not to put it too severely— 
ro you all. 6 For such a one this punish¬ 
ment by the majority is enough; 7 so 
you should rather turn to forgive and 
comfort him, or he may be over¬ 
whelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So X 
beg you to reaffirm your love for him. 
9 For this is why 1 wrote, that I might 
test you and know whether you are 
obedient in everything. 10 Any one 
whom you forgive, I also forgive. What 
I have forgiven, if I have forgiven any¬ 
thing, has been for your sake in the 
presence of Christ, 11 to keep Satan 
from gaining the advantage over us; for 
wc are not ignorant of his designs. 

12 When I came to Tro'as to preach 
the gospel of Christ, a door was opened 
for me in the Lord; 13 but my mind 
could not rest because I did not find my 
brother Titus there. So I took leave of 
them and went on to Macedo'nia. 

14 But thanks be to God, who in 
Christ always leads us in triumph, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For 
we arc the aroma of Christ to God 
among those who are being saved and 
among those who are perishing, 16 to 
one a fragrance from death to death, to 
the other a fragrance from life to life. 
Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For 
we are not, like so many, peddlers of 
God’s word; but as men of sincerity, as 
commissioned by God, in the sight of 
God we speak in Christ. 

3 Are we beginning to commend 
ourselves again? Or do we need, as 
some do, letters of recommendation to 
you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are 
our letter of recommendation, written 
on your r hearts, to be known and read 
by all men; 3 and you show that you are 
a letter from Christ delivered by us, 
written not with ink but with the Spirit 
of the living God, not on tablets of 
stone but on tablets of human hearts. 
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4 Such is the confidence that we have 
through Christ toward God. 5 Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from us; our suf¬ 
ficiency is from God, 6 who has quali¬ 
fied us to be ministers of a new cove¬ 
nant, not in a written code but in the 
Spirit; for the written code kills, but the 
Spirit gives life., 

7 Now if the dispensation of death, 
carved in letters on stone, came with 
such splendour that the Israelites could 
not look at Moses' face because of its 
brightness, fading as this was, # will not 
the dispensation of the Spirit be at¬ 
tended with greater splendour? 0 For if 
there was splendour in the dispensation 
of condemnation, the dispensation of 
righteousness must far exceed it in 
splendour. 10 Indeed, in this ease, what 
once had splendour has come to have no 
splendour at all, because of the splen¬ 
dour that surpasses it. 11 For if what 
faded away came with splendour, what 
is permanent must have much more 
splendour. 

12 Since we have such a hope, we are 
very bold, 13 not like Moses, who put a 
veil over his face so that the Israelites 
might not see the end of the fading 
splendour. 14 But their minds were 
hardened; for to this day, when They 
read the old covenant, that same veil 
remains unlifted, because only through 
Christ is ir taken away. 35 Yes, to this 
day whenever Moses is read a veil lies 
over their minds ; 16 but when a man 
turns to the Lord the veil is removed. 
17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 18 A.nd wc all, with unveiled 
face, beholding* the glory of the Lord, 
are being changed into his likeness from 
one degree of glory to another ; for this 
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
Therefore, having this ministry by 
the mercy of God/ we do not lose 
heart. 2 Wc have renounced disgrace¬ 
ful, underhanded ways; we refuse to 
practise cunning or to tamper with 
God’s word, but by the open statement 
of the truth wc would commend our¬ 
selves to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled only to those who are 
perishing. 4 In their case the god of this 


world has blinded the minds of the un¬ 
believers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ., 
who is the likeness of God. 5 For what 
we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants/ for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the 
God who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the. 
glory of God in the face of Christ. 

7 But we have this treasure m 
earthen vessels, to show that the tran¬ 
scendent power belongs to God and nos. 
to us. 8 Wc arc afflicted in every way , 
but not crushed; perplexed., but not 
driven to despair; u persecuted, but nov 
forsaken; struck down, but not de¬ 
stroyed; M always carrying in the body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be manifested in our 
bodies. 11 For while wc live we are al¬ 
ways being given up to death for Jesus'’ 
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 32 So 
death is at work in us, but life in you. 

13 Since we have the same spirit of 
faith as he had who wrote, “I believed., 
and so I spoke/’ we too believe, and so 
we speak, 14 knowing that he who raised 
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and bring us with you into his 
presence, 15 For it is all for your sake, so 
that as grace extends to more and more 
people it may increase thanksgiving, to 
the glory of God. 

10 So we do not lose heart. Though 
our outer nature is wasting away, our 
inner nature is being renewed every 
day. 17 For this slight momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an eternal 
weight of glory' beyond all comparison* 
ls because wc look, not to the tilings that 
are seen but to the things that arc un¬ 
seen; for the things that arc seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen 
are eternal. 

5 For we know that if the earthly 
tent we live in is destroyed, wc have 
a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
2 Here indeed we groan, and long to put 
on our heavenly dwelling, 3 so that by 
putting it on we may not be found 
naked. 4 For while we are still in this 
tent, we sigh with anxiety; not that we 


4 Or reflecting * Greek as we have received mercy f Or slaves 
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would be unclothed, but that we would 
be further clothed, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 

He who has prepared us for this very 
thing is God, who has given us the 
Spixit as a guarantee, 

0 So we are always of good courage; 
we know that while we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord, 

7 lor we walk by faith, not by sight, 

8 We are of good courage, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord. ° So whether wc 
are at home or away, we make it our aim 
to please him. 10 For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so 
that each one may receive gvxxl or evil, 
according to what he has done in the 
body. 

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the 
Lord, we persuade men; but what we 
are is known to God, and I hope it is 
known also to your conscience. 12 We 
arc not commending ourselves to you 
again but giving you cause to be proud 
of us, so that you may be able to answer 
those who pride themselves on a man’s 
position and not on his heart. J A For if 
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if 
we are in our right mind, ir is for you. 

14 For the love of Christ controls us, be¬ 
cause we are convinced that one has 
died for all; therefore all have died. 

15 And he died for all, that those who live 
might live no longer for themselves but 
for him who for their sake died and was 
raised. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard 
no one from a human point of view ; 
even though we once regarded Christ 
from a human point of view, we regard 
him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if any 
one is in Christ, he is a new creation i a 
the old has passed away, behold, the 
new has come, ,H A11 this is from God, 
who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministiy of 
reconciliation; w that is, God was in 
Christ reconciling* the world to him¬ 
self, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We beseech you 


on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God 21 For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 

6 Working together with him, then, 
we entreat you not to accept the 
grace of God in vain. 2 For he says, 

“At the acceptable time I have lis¬ 
tened to you, 

and helped you on the day of salva¬ 
tion.” 

Behold, now is the acceptable time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation. 
3 We put no obstacle in any one’s way, 
so that no fault may be iound with out 
ministry, 4 but as servants of God vve 
commend ourselves in every way: 
through great endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, - s beatings, im¬ 
prisonments, tumults, labours, watch¬ 
ing, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, 
forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, 
genuine love, 7 truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and for 
the left; 8 in honour and dishonour, in ill 
repute and good repute. Wc are treated 
as impostors, and vet arc true; as un¬ 
known, and yet well known; as dying, 
and behold wc live; as punished, and yet 
not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always re¬ 
joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; 
as having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything. 

11 Our mouth is open to you, Co¬ 
rinthians; our heart is wide. 12 You are 
not restricted by us, but you are re¬ 
stricted in your own affections. 17 In 
return—I speak as to children—widen 
your hearts also. 

14 Do not be mismafed with unbe¬ 
lievers. For what partnership have 
righteousness and iniquity? Or what 
fellowship has light with darkness? 
15 What accord has Christ with Be'lial? 4 
Or what has a believer in common with 
an unbeliever? 16 What agreement has 
the temple of God with idols? For we 
are the temple of the living God; as 
God said, 

“I will live in them and move among 
them, 

and I will be their God, 


9 Or creature * Or in Christ God was reconciling f Greek Beliar 
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and they shall he my people. the wrong, nor on account of the one 

17 'Therefore come out from them, who suffered the wrong, but in order 

and be separate from them, says the that your zeal for us might be revealed 

Lord, to you in the sight of Ciod. Therefore 

and touch nothing unclean; we arc comforted, 

then I will welcome you, And besides our own comfort we re- 

18 and I will be a father to you, joiced still more at the joy of 'Titus, 

and you shall be my sons and because his mind has been set at rest by 

daughters, you all. 14 For if I have expressed to him 

says the Lord Almighty.” some pride in you, I was not put to 

7 Since we have these promises, shame; but just as everything we said to 
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves you was true, so our boasting before 
from every defilement of body and Titus has proved true. ls And his heart 
spirit, and make holiness perfect in the goes out all the more to you, as he re¬ 
fear of God. members the obedience of you all, and 

the fear and trembling with which you. 
2 Open your hearts to us; we have received him. 1(1 I rejoice, because I 
wronged no one, we have corrupted no have perfect confidence in you. 
one, we have taken advantage of no 

one. ? I do not say this to condemn you, Q We want you to know', brethren, 
for I said before that you are in our O about the grace of God which has 
hearts, to die together and to live to- been shown in the churches of Macedo'- 
gether. 4 I have great confidence in nia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, 
you; I have great pride in you; 1 am their abundance of joy and their ex- 
filled witli comfort. W r ith all our afflic- treme poverty have overflowed in a 
tion, I am overjoyed. wealth of liberality on their part. 3 For 

5 For even when we came into they gave according to their means, as I 
Macedonia, our bodies had no rest but can testify, and beyond their means, of 
we were afflicted at every turn— their own free will, 4 begging us earnest¬ 
fighting without and fear within. 6 But ly for the favour of talcing part in the re- 
God, who comforts the downcast, lief of the saints-— ? and this, not as we 
comforted us by the coming of Titus, expected, but first they gave themselves 
7 and not only by his coming but also by to the Lord and to us by the will of God. 
the comfort with which he was com- ^Accordingly we have urged Titus that 
forted in you, as he told us of your as he had already made a beginning, he 
longing, your mourning, your zeal for should also complete among you this 
me, so that I rejoiced still more. 8 For gracious work. 7 Now as you excel in 
even if I made you sorry with my letter, everything—in faith, in utterance, in 
I do not regret it (though I did regret knowledge, in all earnestness, and in 
it), for I see that that letter grieved you, your love for us—see that you excel in 
though only for a while. 9 As it is, I re- this gracious work also, 
joice, not because you were grieved, but 8 I say this not as a command, but to 
because you were grieved into repent- prove by the earnestness of others that 
mg; for you felt a godly grief, so that your love also is genuine. 9 For you 
you suffered no loss through us. 10 For know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
godly grief produces a repentance that Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
leads to salvation and brings no regret, your sake he became poor, so that by 
but worldly grief produces death. 11 For his poverty you might become rich, 
see what earnestness this godly grief has 10 And in this matter I give my advice: 
produced in you, what eagerness to it is best for you now to complete what 
clear yourselves, what indignation, what a year ago you began not only to do but 
alarm, what longing, what zeal, what to desire, 11 so that your readiness in 
punishment! At every point you have desiring it may be matched by your 
proved yourselves guiltless in the completing it out of what you have, 
matter. 12 So although I wrote to you, 12 For if the readiness is there, it is ac- 
it was not on account of the one who did ceptable according to what a man has, 
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not according to what he has not. 13 I do arrange in advance for this gift you have 
not mean that others should be eased promised, so that it may be ready not as 
and you burdened, 14 bur that as a an exaction but as a willing gift, 
matter of equality your abundance at 6 The point is this: he who sows 
the present time should supply their sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
want, so that their abundance may sup- he who sows bountifully will also reap 
ply your want, that there may be equal- bountifully. 7 Bach one must do as he 
jury. 15 As it is written, “He who gathered has made up his mind, not reluctantly 
much had nothing over, and he who or under compulsion, for God loves a 
gathered little .had no lack.” cheerful giver. 41 And God is able to 

16 But thanks be to God who puts the provide you with every blessing in 
same earnest care for you into the heart abundance, so that you may always have 
of Titus. 17 For he not only accepted out enough of everything and may provide 
appeal, but being himself very earnest in abundance for every good work. '♦As 
he is going to you of his own accord, it is written. 

With him we are sending the brother “He scatters abroad, he gives to the 
who is famous among all the churches poor; 

for his preaching of the gospel; Jy and his righteousness* endures for ever.” 
not only that, but he has beeu appointed 10 He who supplies seed to the sower 
by the churches to travel with us in this and bread for food will supply and 
gracious work which we are carrying on, multiply your resources* and increase 
for the glory of the Lord and to show the harvest of your righteousness,* 
our good will 20 We intend that no one 51 You will be enriched in every way for 
should blame us about this liberal gift great generosity, which through us will 
which we arc administering, 21 for we produce thanksgiving to God; 12 for the 
aim at what is honourable not only in the rendering of this service not only sup- 
Lord’s sight but also in the sight of men. plies the wants of the saints bin also 
22 And with them we are sending our overflows in many thanksgivings to 
brother whom we have often tested and God. 13 Under the test of this service, 
found earnest in many matters, but who you" 5 will glorify God by your obedi- 
is now more earnest than ever because ence in acknowledging the gospel of 
of his great confidence in you. 23 As for Christ, and by the generosity of your 
Titus, he is my partner and fellow contribution for them and for all others; 
worker in your service; and as for our 14 while they long for you and pray for 
brethren, they are messengers i of the you, because of the surpassing grace of 
churches, the glory of Christ. 24 So give God in you. Thanks be to God for 
proof, before the churches, of your love his inexpressible gift! 
and of our boasting about you to these 

men. 1 A I, Paul, myself entreat you, by 

9 Now it is superfluous for me to I" the meekne,ss and gentleness of 
write to you about the offering for Christ—I who am humble when face to 
the saints, 2 for I know your readiness, face with you, but bold to you when I 
of which I boast about you to the people am away!— 2 I beg of you that when I 
of Macedonia, saying that Acha'ia has am present I may not have to show 
been ready since last year; and your zeal boldness with such confidence as I 
has stirred up most of them. 3 But 1 am count on showing against some who 
sending the brethren so that our boast- suspect us of acting in worldly fashion,, 
ing about you may not prove vain in this 3 For though we live in the world we are 
case, so that you may be ready, as 1 said not carrying on a worldly w r ar, 4 for the 
you would be; 4 lest if some Maced o'- weapons of our warfare are not worldly 
nians come with me and find that you but have divine power to destroy 
are not ready, we be humiliated—to say strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments 
nothing of you—for being so confident, and every proud obstacle to the knowl- 
5 So I thought it necessary to urge the edge of God, and take every thought 
brethren to go on to you before me, and captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to 
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punish every disobedience, when your 
obedience is complete. 

7 Look at what is before your eyes. If 
any one is confident that he is Christ’s, 
let him remind himself that as he is 
Christ’s, so are we. 8 For even if I boast 
a little too much of our authority, which 
the Lord gave for building you up and 
not for destroying you, I shall not be 
put to shame. 9 I would not seem to be 
frightening you with letters. 10 For they 
say, “His letters are weighty and strong, 
but his bodily presence is weak, and his 
speech of no account.” u Let such 
people understand that what we say by 
letter when absent, we do when present. 
12 Not that we venture to class or com¬ 
pare ourselves with some of those who 
commend themselves. But when they 
measure themselves by one another, and 
compare themselves with one another, 
they are without understanding. 

13 But we will not boast beyond limit, 
but will keep to the limits God has ap¬ 
portioned us, to reach even to you. 
14 For we are not overextending our¬ 
selves, as though we did not reach you ; 
we were the first to come all the way to 
you with the gospel of Christ. 15 We do 
not boast beyond limit, in other men’s 
labours; but our hope is that as your 
faith increases, our field among you 
may be greatly enlarged, 16 so that we 
may preach the gospel in lands beyond 
you, without boasting of work already 
done in another’s field. 17 “Let him who 
boasts, boast of the Lord.” 18 For it is 
not the man who commends himself 
that is accepted, but the man whom the 
Lord commends. 

n l wish you would bear with me 
in a little foolishness. Do bear 
with me! 2 I feel a divine jealousy for 
you, for I betrothed you to Christ to 
present you as a pure bride to her one 
husband. 3 But I am afraid that as the 
serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, 
your thoughts will be led astray from a 
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
4 For if some one comes and preaches 
another Jesus than the one we preached, 
or if you receive a different spirit from 
the one you received, or if you accept a 
different gospel from the one you ac¬ 
cepted, you submit to it readily enough. 


74 Paul's boasts 

5 I think that I am not in the least in¬ 
ferior to these superlative apostles. 

6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I 
am not in knowledge; in every way we 
have made this plain to you in all things. 

7 Did I commit a sin in abasing my¬ 
self so that you might be exalted, be¬ 
cause I preached God’s gospel without 
cost to you? 8 1 robbed other churches 
by accepting support from them in 
order to serve you. 9 And when 1 was 
with you and was in want, I did not 
burden any one, for my needs were sup¬ 
plied by die brethren who came from 
Macedo'nia. So 1 refrained arid will 
refrain fiom burdening you in any way. 
10 As the truth of Christ is in me, this 
boast of mine shall not be silenced in the 
regions of Acha ia. 11 And why? Because 
l do not love you? God knows 1 do! 

12 And what I do I will continue to 
do, in order to undermine the claim of 
those who would like to claim that in 
their boasted mission they work on the 
same terms as we do. 13 For such men 
are false apostles, deceitful workmen, 
disguising themselves as apostles of 
Christ. 14 And no wonder* for even 
Satan disguises himself as an angel of 
light. 15 So it is not strange if his serv¬ 
ants also disguise themselves as servants 
of righteousness. Their end will corre¬ 
spond to their deeds. 

16 I repeat, let no one think me fool¬ 
ish ; but even if you do, accept me as a 
fool, so that 1 too may boast a little. 
17 (What I am saying I say not with the 
Lord’s authority but as a fool, in this 
boastful confidence; 18 since many boast 
of worldly things, I too will boast.) 
19 For you gladly bear with fools, being 
wise yourselves! 20 For you bear it if a 
man makes slaves of you, or preys upon 
you, or takes advantage of you, or puts 
on airs, or strikes you in the face. 21 To 
my shame, I must say, we were too 
weak for that! 

But whatever any one dares to boast 
of—1 am speaking as a fool—I also dare 
to boast of that. ^Are they Hebrews? 
So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. 
Are they descendants of Abraham? So 
am 1. 23 Are they servants of Christ? I am 
a better one—I am talking like a mad¬ 
man—with far greater labours, far more 
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imprisonments, with countless beatings, 
and often near death. ?4 Fi\c times 1 
have received at the hands of the Jews 
the forty lashes less one. Three times 
I have been beaten with rods; once I 
was stoned. Three times I have been 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have 
been adrift at sea; ~ f> on frequent 
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger 
from robbers, danger from my own 
people, danger from Gentiles, danger 
in tiic city, danger in the wilderness, 
danger at sea, danger from false 
brethren; 27 in toil and hardship, 

through many a sleepless night, in hun¬ 
ger arid thirst, often without food, in 
cold and exposure. 2f,, And, apart fiom 
other things, there is the daily pressure 
upon me of my anxiety for all the 
churches. ?lJ Who is weak, and I am not 
weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not 
indignant? 

30 Ji I must boast, 1 will boast of the 
things that show my weakness. 31 The 
God and F'alher ol the Lord Jesus, he 
who is blessed for ever, knows that 1 do 
not he. 32 At Damascus, the governor 
under King Ar etas guarded the city ot 
Damascus in order to seize me, v but I 
was let down in a basket through a 
window m the wall, and escaped his 
hands. 

1 1 must boast; there is nothing to 
AX be gained by it, but I will go on 
to visions and revelations of the Lord. 

2 1 know a man in Christ who fourteen 
years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven—whether in the body or out of 
the body I do not know, God knows. 
J And I know that this man was caught 
up into Paradise—whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know, God 
knows— 4 and he heard things that can¬ 
not be told, which man may not utter. 
5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but 
on my own behalf I will not boast, ex¬ 
cept of my weaknesses. 0 Though if I 
wish to boast, I shall not be a fool, for I 
shall be speaking the truth. But I re¬ 
frain from it, so that no one may think 
more of me than he sees in me or hears 
from me. 7 And to keep me from being 
too elated by the abundance of revela¬ 
tions, a thorn was given me in the flesh, 
a messenger of Satan, to harass me, to 
keep me from being too elated. 8 Three 


times I besought the Lord about this, 
that it should leave me; ° but he said to 
me, “Aiy grace is sufficient lor you, for 
rny power is made pcrtect in weakness.” 
1 will all the more gladly boast of my 
weaknesses, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of 
Christ, then, 1 am content with weak¬ 
nesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities, for when I am weak, 
then I am strong. 

11 I have been a fool! You forced me 
to it. for I ought to have been com¬ 
mended by you. For I am not ar all in¬ 
ferior i-> these supcrlati\e apostles, even 
though I am nothing. 12 The signs of a 
true apostle were performed among you 
in all patience, with signs and wonders 
and mighty works. 14 For in what were 
you less favoured than the rest of the 
churches, except that 1 myself did not 
burden you? Forgive me tins wrong! 

14 Here for the third time J am ready 
tv* come to you. And 1 wiil not be a bur¬ 
den, for I seek not what is yours but 
you; lor children ought not to lay up for 
their parents, but parents for their 
children. 15 I will most gladly spend and 
be spent for your souls. If 1 love you the 
more, am 1 to be loved the less^ i6 But 
granting that 1 myself did not burden 
you, J was crafty, you say, and got the 
better of you by guile. 17 Did I take 
advantage of you through any of those 
whom I sent to vou? J<s I urged Titus to 
go, and sent the brother with him. Did 
1 ltus take advantage of you? Did we nv.»t 
act in the same spirit? Did we not take 
the same steps? 

19 Have you been thinking all along 
that we have been defending ourselves 
before you? It is in the sight of God that 
we have been speaking in Christ, and all 
for your upbuilding, beloved. 20 For 
I fear dial perhaps I may come and find 
you not what I wish, and that you may 
find me not what you wish; that perhaps 
there may be quarrelling, jealousy, an¬ 
ger, selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit, 
and disorder. 21 I fear that when I come 
again my God may humble me before 
you, and I may have to mourn over 
many of those who sinned before and 
have not repented of the impurity, im¬ 
morality, and licentiousness which they 
have practised. 
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*| ^ 'This is the third time I am com- 
AO ing to you. Any charge must be 
sustained by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 2 I warned those who 
sinned before and all the others, and I 
warn them now while absent, as I did 
when present on my second visit, that if 
I come again I will not spare them— 

3 since you desire proof that Christ is 
speaking in me. He is not weak in deal¬ 
ing with you, but is powerful in you. 

4 For he was crucitied in weakness, but 
lives by the power of God. For we are 
weak in him, but in dealing with you wc 
shall live with him by the power of God. 

5 Examine yourselves, to see whether 
you are holding to your faith. Test your¬ 
selves. Do you not realise that Jesus 
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail 
to meet the test! 6 I hope you will find 
out that we have not failed. 7 But we 
pray God that you may not do wrong— 


A final appeal 
not that we may appear to have met the 
test, but that you may do what is right, 
though we rnay seem to have failed. 
8 For wc cannot do anything against the 
truth, but only for the truth. 9 For we 
are glad when we are weak and you arc 
strong. What we pray for is your im¬ 
provement. 10 1 write this while I am 
away from you, in order that when 1 
come 1 may not have to be severe in my 
use of the authority which the Lord has 
given me for building up and not for 
tearing down. 

11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Mend 
your ways, heed my appeal, agree with 
one another, live in peace, and the God 
of love and peace will be with you. 
12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
13 All the saints greet you. 

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God and the fellowship 
of" the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
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THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

GALATIANS 


I Paul an apostle—not from men nor 
through man, but through Jesus 
Christ and God the Father, who raised 
him from the dead— 2 and all the 
brethren who are with me. 

To the churches of Galatia: 

3 Grace to you and peace from God 
the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
4 who gave himself for our sins to de¬ 
liver us from the present evil age, ac¬ 
cording to the will of our God and 
Father; 5 to whom be the glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

6 I am astonished that you are so 
quickly deserting him who called you in 
the grace of Christ and turning to a 
different gospel— 7 not that there is an¬ 
other gospel, but there are some who 
trouble you and want to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an 
angel from heaven, should preach to 
you a gospel contrary to that which we 
preached to you, let him be accursed. 


°As we have said before, so now' I say 
again. If any one is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to that which you re¬ 
ceived, let him be accursed. 

10 Am I now seeking the favour of 
men, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please men? If I were still pleasing men, 
I should not be a servant" of Christ. 

11 For I would have you know, 
brethren, that the gospel which was 
preached by me is not manV gospel. 
12 For I did not receive it from man, nor 
was I taught it, but it came through a 
revelation of Jesus Christ. 13 For you 
have heard of my former life in Juda¬ 
ism, how I persecuted the church of 
God violently and tried to destroy it; 
14 and I advanced in Judaism beyond 
many of my own age among my people, 
so extremely zealous was I for the tradi¬ 
tions of my fathers. 15 But when he who 
had set me apart before I was bom, and 
had called me through his grace, 16 was 
pleased to reveal his Son to c me, in 

Greek in 
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By faith not works 1 ' 

order that 1 might preach him among 
the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh 
and blood, 17 nor did I go up to Jeru¬ 
salem to those who were apostles before 
me, but A went away into Arabia; and 
again I returned to Damascus, 

1 H Then after three years ( went up 
to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and re¬ 
mained with him fifteen days. Hut I 
saw none of the other apostles except 
James the Lord’s brother. :o vin what I 
am waiting to you, before God, T do not 
lien - 1 Then I went into the regions of 
Syria and Cili cia. 22 And I was still 
not known hv sight to the churches of 
Christ in Judea, 23 they only heard it 
said, “He who once persecuted us is 
now preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy.*’ 24 And they glorified God 
because of me. 

Then after fourteen years I went 
up again to Jerusalem with Barna¬ 
bas, taking Tims along with me. 2 I 
went up bv revelation; and 1 laid before 
them (but privately before those who 
were of repute) the gospel which T 
preach among the Gentiles, lest some¬ 
how I should be running or had run in 
vain. 3 Hut even Titus, who was with 
me, was not compelled to be circum¬ 
cised, though he was a Greek. 4 But 
because of false brethren secretly 
brought in, who slipped in to spy out 
our freedom which we have in Christ 
Jesus, that they might bring us into 
bondage— 5 to them wc did not yield 
submission even for a moment, that the 
truth of the gospel might be preserved 
for you. 6 And from those who were re¬ 
puted ro be something (what they were 
makes no difference to me; God shows 
no partiality)—those, I say, who were of 
repute added nothing ro me; 7 but on 
the contrary, when they saw that I had 
been entrusted with the gospel to the 
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been 
entrusted with the gospel to the cir¬ 
cumcised 8 (for he who worked through 
Peter for the mission to the circumcised 
worked through me also for the Gen¬ 
tiles), 9 and when they perceived the 
grace that was given to me, James and 
Cephas and John, who were reputed to 
be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the 
right hand of fellowship, that we should 
go to the Gentiles and they to the cir- 
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cumcised; 10 only they would have us 
remember the poor, which very thing I 
was eager to do. 

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch 
I opposed him to his face, because he 
stood condemned. 12 For before certain 
men came from James, he ate with the 
Gentiles; but when they came he drew 
back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party. !3 And with him the 
rest of the Jews acted insincerely, so that 
even Barnabas was carried away by their 
insincerity. 14 But when I saw that they 
were not straightforward about the 
truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas be¬ 
fore them all, “If you, though a Jew, 
live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, 
how can you compel the Gentiles to 
live like Jews?” We ourselves, who 
are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners, 16 yet who know that a man is 
not justified 4 by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order 
to be justified by faith in Christ, and not 
by works of the law, because by works 
of the law shall one be justified. 
n But if, in our endeavour to be justified 
in Christ, we ourselves were found to be 
sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? 
Certainly not! 18 But if I build up again 
those things which I tore down, then I 
prove myself a transgressor. 19 For I 
through the law died to the law, that I 
might live to God. 20 1 have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ who lives in me; 
and the life I now live in the flesh 1 live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me, 71 I do not 
nullify the grace of God; for if justifica¬ 
tion •' were through the law, then Christ 
died to no purpose. 

3 0 foolish Galatians! Who has be¬ 

witched you, before whose eyes 
Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as 
crucified? 2 Let me ask you only this: 
Did you receive the Spirit by works of 
the law, or by hearing with faith? J Are 
you so foolish? Having begun with the 
Spirit, arc you now ending with the 
flesh? 4 Did you experience so many 
things in vain?—if it. really is in vain. 
5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to 
you and works miracles among you do 
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so by works of the law, or by hearing ises of God? Certainly not; for if a law 
with faith? had been given which could make alive, 

6 Thus Abraham “believed God, and then righteousness would indeed be by 
it was reckoned to him as righteous- the law. 22 But the scripture consigned 
ness.” 7 So you see that it is men of all things to sin, that what was promised 
faith who are the sons of Abraham, to faith in Jesus Christ might be given to 
8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God those who believe, 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, 23 Now before faith came, we were 
preached the gospel beforehand to confined under the law, kept under re- 
Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the straint until faith should be revealed, 
nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those 24 So that the law was our custodian un- 
who are men of faith are blessed with til Christ came, that we might be justi* 
Abraham who had faith. fied by faith. 25 But now that faith has 

10 For all who rely on works of the come, we are no longer under a custo- 
law are under a curse; for it is written, dian; 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all 
“Cursed be every one who does not sons of God, through faith. 27 For as 
abide by all things written in the book many of you as were baptized into 
of the law, and do them.” 11 Now it is Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is 
evident that no man is justified before neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
God by the law; for “He who through slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
faith is righteous shall live”/ 12 but the female; for you are all one in Christ 
law does not rest on faith, for “He who Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then 
does them shall live by them.” 13 Christ you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs ac- 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, cording to promise, 
having become a curse for us—for it is /f 1 mean that the heir, as long as he 
written, “Cursed be every one who ■ is a child, is no better than a slave, 
hangs on a tree”— 14 that in Christ though he is the owner of all the estate; 
Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 2 but he is under guardians and trustees 
come upon the Gentiles, that we might until the date set by the father. 3 So 
receive the promise of the Spirit with us; when we were children, we 
through faith. were slaves to the elemental spirits of 

15 To give a human example, breth- the universe. 4 But when the time had 
ren: no one annuls even a man’s will/ fully come, God sent forth his Son, born 
or adds to it, once it has been ratified, of woman, born under the law, 5 to re- 
16 Now the promises were made to deem those who were under the law, 
Abraham and to his offspring. It docs so that we might receive adoption as 
not say, “And to offsprings,” referring sons. °And because you are sons, God 
to many; but, referring to one, “And to has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
your offspring,” which is Christ, hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So 
This is what I mean: the law, which through God you are no longer a slave 
came four hundred and thirty years but a son, and if a son then an heir, 
afterward, does not annul a covenant 8 Formerly, when you did not know 
previously ratified by God, so as to God, you were in bondage to beings 
make the promise void. 18 For if the that by nature are no gods; 9 but now 
inheritance is by the law, it is no longer that you have come to know God, or 
by promise; but God gave it to Abra- rather to be known by God, how can 
ham by a promise. you turn back again to the weak and 

19 Why then the law? It was added beggarly elemental spirits, whose slaves 
because of transgressions, till the off- you want to be once more? 10 You ob- 
spring should come to whom the prom- serve days, and months, and seasons, 
ise had been made; and it was ordained and years! 11 1 am afraid I have laboured 
by angels through an intermediary, over you in vain. 

20 Now an intermediary implies more 12 Brethren, I beseech you, become 
than one; but God is one. as I am, for I also have become as you 

21 Is the law then against the prom- are. You did me no wrong; 13 you 

f Or the righteous shall live bv faith 9 Or covenant (as in verse 17) 
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Christian freedom 

know it was because of a bodily ailment 
that 1 preached the gospel to you at 
first; 14 and though my condition was a 
trial to you, you did not scorn or despise 
me, but received me as an angel of God, 
as Christ Jesus. 15 What has become of 
die satisfaction you felt? For 1 bear yo 
witness that, if possible, you would ha 
plucked out your eyes and given the 
to me. lb Have 1 then become yoi 
enemy by telling you the truth?" 
17 They make much of you, but for no 
good purpose; they want to shut you 
out, that you may make much of them. 

For a good purpose it is always good 
to be made much of, and not only when 
1 am present with you. 19 My little 
children, with whom 1 am again in 
travail until Christ be formed in you! 
20 1 could wish to be present with you 
now and to change my tone, for I am 
perplexed about you. 

21 Tell me, you who desire to be 
under law, do you not hear the law? 
22 For it is written that Abraham had 
two sons, one by a slave and one by a 
free woman. 23 But the son of the slave 
was born according to the flesh, die son 
of the free woman through promise. 
24 Now this is an allegory: these women 
are two covenants. One is from Mount 
Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she 
is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai 
Arabia \ l she corresponds to the 
present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery 
with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem 
above is free, and she is our mother. 

27 For it is written, 

“‘Rejoice, O barren one that dost not 
bear; 

break forth and shout, thou who art 
not in travail; 

for the desolate hath more children 

than she who hath a husband.” 

28 Now we^ brethren, like Isaac, are 
children of promise. 29 But as at that 
time he who was bom according to the 
flesh persecuted him who was bom ac¬ 
cording to the Spirit, so it is now. 30 But 
what does the scripture say? “Cast out 
the slave and her son; for the son of the 
slave shall not inherit with the son of the 
free woman.” 31 So, brethren, we are 
•not children of the slave but of the free 
woman. 


GALATIANS 5 

For freedom Christ has set us 
free; stand fast therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slav¬ 
ery. 

2 Now I, Paul, say to you that if you 
receive circumcision, Christ will be of 
no advantage to you. 3 I testify again to 
every man who receives circumcision 
that he is bound to keep the whole law. 
4 You are severed from Christ, you who 
would be justified by the laws you have 
fallen away from grace. 5 For through 
the Spirit, by faith, we wait for the hope 
of righteousness. 6 For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircum¬ 
cision is of any avail, but faith working 
through love. 7 You were running well; 
who hindered you from obeying the 
truth? 8 This persuasion is not from him 
who called you. 9 A little leaven leavens 
die whole lump. 10 1 have confidence in 
the Lord that you will take no other 
view than mine; and he who is troubling 
you will bear his judgment, whoever he 
is. 11 But if I, brethren, still preach 
circumcision, why am I still persecuted? 
In that case the stumbling block of the 
cross has been removed. 12 I wash those 
who unsettle you would mutilate them¬ 
selves! 

13 For you were called to freedom, 
brethren ; only do not use your freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love be servants of one another. 
14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one 
word, “‘You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour 
one another take heed that you are not 
consumed by one another. 

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and 
do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

17 For the desires of the flesh are against 
die Spirit, and die desires of the Spirit 
are against the flesh; for these are op¬ 
posed to each other, to prevent you 
from doing what you would. 18 But if 
you are led by the Spirit you are not 
under the law. 19 Now the works of the 
flesh are plain: immorality, impurity, 
licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, en¬ 
mity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, 
dissension, party spirit, 2 * envy,* drunk¬ 
enness, carousing, and the like. I warn 
you, as I warned you before, that those 
who do such things shall not inherit the 


* Or by dialing truly with you 1 Other ancient authorities read For Sinai is a mountain in Arabia 
J Other ancient authorities read you * Other ancient authorities add murder 
4.10: 1 Cor 4.15. 4.22: Gen 1&15; 21.2, 9. 4.23: Kom 9.7-9. 4^7: Is 54.1. 4.29: Gen 21.9. 
4.30: Gen 21.10-12. 5.6: 1 Cor 7.19; Gal 6.15. 5.9* 1 Cor 5.6. 5.14; Lev 19.18; Rom 13.8-10. 
5*17* Rom 7.15-23. 5.19: Rom 1.28. 
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kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind¬ 
ness, goodness, faithfulness, 2 -' gentle¬ 
ness, self-control; against such there is 
no law. 24 And those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with its passions and desires. 

2 £ > If we live by the Spirit, let us also 
walk by the Spirit. 26 Let us have no 
self-conceit, no provoking of one an¬ 
other, no envy of one another. 

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in 
any Trespass, you who are spiritual 
should restore him in a spirit of gentle 
ness. Look to yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. 2 Bear one another's burdens 
and so fulfil the law of Christ. 3 For if 
any one thinks he is something, when he 
is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let 
each one test his own work, and then his 
reason to boast will he in himself alone 
and not in his neighbour, 5 For each 
man will have to bear Ills own load. 

6 Let him who is taught the word 
share all good things with him who 
teaches. 

7 Do not be deceived ; God is not 
mocked, for whatever a man sows, that 
he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to 
his own flesh will from the flesh reap 
eorrupiion; but he who sows to the 
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal 


“ Walk by the Spirit *’ 

life. ^And let us nor grow weary in well 
doing, for in due season we shall reap, i( 
we do not iose heart. 10 So then, as w<. 
have opportunity, let us do good to ah 
men, and especially to those who are ox 
the household of faith. 

11 See with what large letters I an 
writing to you with my own hand. 12 b 
is those who want to make a good show¬ 
ing in the flesh that would compel yov 
to be circumcised, and only ir\ orde: 
that they may not be persecuted for rht 
cross ol Christ. For even those wh\- 
receive circumcision do not themselve- 
keep the law, but they desire to have 
you circumcised that they may glory in 
your flesh. J4 But far be it from me to 
glory except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which' the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to th< 
world. 15 For neither circumcision 
counts for anything, nor uncircum¬ 
cision, but a new creation. 16 Peace and 
mercy be upon ail who walk by this rule, 
upon the Israel of God. 

17 Henceforth let no man trouble 
me ; for I bear on my body the marks of 
Jesus. 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit, brethren. 
Amen. 
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THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

EPHESIANS 


I Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, 

To the saints who are also faithful" in 
Christ Jesus: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, 4 even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. 5 He destined us 
in love'' to be his sons through Jesus 


Christ, according to the purpose of his 
will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace 
which he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace 8 which he lavished upon us. 
9 For he has made known to us in all 
wisdom and insight the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose which he 
set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to unite all things in 
him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 

11 In him, according to the purpose 

Ephesus and faithful 


{Or through whom a Other ancient authorities read who 
0 Or before him in love , having destined us 
6.11: 1 Cor 16.21. 6.16; P* 125.5. 1.3; 2 Cor 1.3. 1.6: Col 1.13. 


1.7: Col 1.14. 1.10: Gal 4.4. 
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of him who accomplishes all things ac- 6 and raised ns up with him, and made 
cording to the counsel of his will, 12 we us sit with him in the heavenly places in 
who first hoped in Christ have been Christ Jesus, 7 that in the coming ages 
destined and appointed to live for the he might show the immeasurable riches 
praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, of his grace in kindness toward us in 
who have heard the word of truth, the Christ jesus. 8 For by grace you have 
gospel of your salvation, and have be- been saved through faith; and this is not 
iievcd in him, were sealed with the your own doing, it is the gift of God— 
promised Holy Spirit, 14 which is the 9 not because of works, lest any man 
guarantee of our inheritance unril we should boast. 10 For wc are his work- 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of manship, created in Christ Jesus for 
his glory. good works, which God prepared be- 

15 For this reason, because l have forehand, that we should walk in them, 
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus 11 Therefore remember that at one 
and your love® toward all the saints, I time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the 
do not cease to give thanks for you, re- uncircumcision by what is called the 
membering you in my prayers, 17 that circumcision, which is made in the 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you 
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of were at that time separated from Christ, 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowl- alienated from the commonwealth of 
edge of him, iS having the eyes of your Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
hearts enlightened, that you may know promise, having no hope and without 
what is the hope to which he has called God in the world. 13 But now in Christ 
you, what are the riches of his glorious Jesus you who once were far off have 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is been brought near in the blood of 
the immeasurable greatness of his power Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who has 
in us who believe, according to the made us both one, and has broken down 
working of his great might 20 which he the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by 
accomplished in Christ when he raised abolishing in his flesh the law of com- 
him from the dead and made him sit at mandments and ordinances, that he 
his right hand in the heavenly places, might create in himself one new man in 
21 far above all rule and authority and place of the two, so making peace, 16 and 
power and dominion, and above every might reconcile us both to God in one 
name that is named, not only in this age body through the cross, thereby bring- 
but also in that which is to come; 22 and ing the hostility to an end. I7 And he 
he has put all things under his feet and came and preached peace to you who 
has made him the head over all things were far off and peace to those who were 
for the church, 23 which is his body, the near; 18 for through him we both have 
fullness of him who fills all in all. access in one Spirit to the Father. J9 So 

2 And you he made alive, when you then you arc no longer strangers and 
were dead through the trespasses sojourners, but you arc fellow citizens 
and sins 2 in which you once walked, with the saints and members of the 
following the course of this world, fol- household of God, 20 built upon the 
lowing the prince of the power of the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the Christ Jesus himself being the comer- 
sons of disobedience. 3 Among these we stone, 21 in whom the whole structure is 
all once lived in the passions of our joined together and grows into a holy 
flesh, following the desires of body and temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also 
mind, and so we were by nature chil- are built into it for a dwelling place of 
dren of wrath, like the rest of mankind. God in the Spirit. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, out of *5 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner 
the great love with which he loved us, ^ for Christ Jesus on behalf of you 
5 even when we were dead through our Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have 
trespasses, made us alive together with heard of the stewardship of God’s grace 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), that was given to me for you, 3 how the 

e Other ancient authorities omit your love 

1.14; 2 Cor 1.22. 1.15; Col 1.9. 1.16: Col 1.3. 1.18: Deut 33.3. 1.20: Ps 110.1. 1.21: Col 1.6; 2.10, 15. 
1.22: Ps 8.6; Col 1.19. 1.23: Rom 12.5; Col 2.17. 2.2: Col 1.13. 2.8: Gal 2.16. 2.12: Is 57.19. 

2.17: Is 57.19. 3.2: Col 1.25. 
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mystery r was made known to me by of the calling to which you have been 
revelation , as I have written briefly, called, 2 with all lowliness and meek- 

4 When you read this you can perceive ness, with patience, forbearing one an • 
my insight into the mystery of Christ, other in love, 3 eager to maintain the 

5 which was nor made known to the sons unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 

of men m other generations as it has 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just 
now been revealed to his holy aposdes as you were called to the one hope that 
and prophets by the Spirit; 6 that is, belongs to your calf, ^ one Lord, one 
how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, mem- faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 
bers of the same body, and partakers of Father of us all, who is above all and 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the through all and in all. 7 But grace was 
gospel. given to each of us according to the 

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister measure of Christ’s gift- 8 Therefore it 
according to the gift of God's grace is said, 

which was given me by the working of ‘"When he ascended on high he led a 
his power. 8 To me, though I am the host of captives, 

very least of all the saints, this grace was and he gave gifts to men," 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the un- 9 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does 
searchable riches of Christ, ° and to it mean but that he had also descended 
make all men see what is the plan of the into the lower parts of the earth? i() He 
mystery hidden for ages in 4 God who who descended is he who also ascended 
created all things, 10 that through the far above all the heavens, that he might 
church the manifold wisdom of God fill all tilings.) 33 Ana his gifts were that 
might now be made known to the some should be apostles, some proph- 
principalities and powers in the hcav- cts, some evangelists, some pastors and 
enly places. 11 This was according to the teachers, 12 for the equipment of the 
eternal purpose which he has realised saints, for the work of ministry, for 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom building up the body of Christ, 13 until 
we have boldness and confidence of we all attain to the unity of the faith and 
access through our faith in him. 13 So I of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
ask you not io f lose heart over what I to mature manhood, to the measure of 
am suffering for you, which is your the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
glory. M so that we may no longer be children, 

14 For this reason I bow my knees tossed to and fro and carried about with 
before the Father, 15 from whom every every wind of doctrine, by the cunning 
family in heaven and on earth is named, of men, by their craftiness in deceitful 
16 that according to the riches of his wiles. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in 
glory he may grant you to be strength- love, we are to grow up in every way 
ened with might through his Spirit in into him who is the head, into Christ, 
the inner man, 17 and that Christ may ^ from whom the whole body, joined 
dwell in your hearts through faith; that and knit together by every joint with 
you, being rooted and grounded in love, which it is supplied, when each part is 
18 may have power to comprehend with working properly, makes bodily growth 
all the saints what is die breadth and and upbuilds itself in love, 
length and height and depth, 19 and to 17 Now this I affirm and testify in the 
know the love of Christ which surpasses Lord, that you must no longer live as 
knowledge, that you may be filled with the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
all the fullness of God. minds; 18 they are darkened in their un- 

20 Now to him who by the power at demanding, alienated from the life of 
work within us is able to do far more God because of the ignorance that is in 
abundantly than all that we ask or them, due to dieir hardness of heart; 
think, 21 to him be glory in the church 19 they have become callous and have 
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, given themselves up to licentiousness, 
for ever and ever. Amen. greedy to practise every kind of un¬ 

cleanness. 20 You did not so learn 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Christ!— 21 assuming that you have 
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy heard about him and were taught in 

** Oi b\ f Or 1 ask that 1 may not • 

S-«s Col 1.27. 8.9s Col 1.26. 4.2: Col 3.12-13. 4.8: Ps 68.18. 4.1S: Col 1.18. 4.16: Col 2.19. 
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him, as the truth is in Jesus. — Put off them. 12 For it is a shame even to speak 
your old nature which belongs to your of the things that they do in secret; 
former manner of life and is corrupt 13 but when anything is exposed by the 
through deceitful lusts, 23 and be re- light it becomes visible, for anything 
newed in the spirit of your minds, that becomes visible is light. 14 There- 
24 and put on the new nature, created fore it is said, 

after the likeness of God in true right- “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the 
eousness and holiness. dead, 

25 Therefore, putting away false- and Christ shall give you light.” 
hood, let every one speak the truth with 15 Look carefully then how you walk, 
his neighbour, for we are members one of not as unwise men but as wise, 16 rnak- 
another. 20 Be angry' but do not sin; do mg the most of the time, because the 
not let the sun go down on your anger, days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be 

27 and give no opportunity to the devil, foolish, but understand what the will of 

28 Let the thief no longer steal, but the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk 
rather let him labour, doing honest work with wine, for that is debauchery; but 
with his hands, so that he may be able be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing 
to give to those in need. 29 Let no evil one another in psalms and hymns and 
talk come out of your mouths, but only spiritual songs, singing and making 
such as is good for edifying, as fits the melody to the Lord with all your heart, 
occasion, that it may impart grace to 20 always and for everything giving 
those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were Christ to God the Father. 

sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let 21 Be subject to one another out of 
all bitterness and wrath and anger and reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, be sub¬ 
clamour and slander be put away from ject to your husbands, as to the Lordc 
you, with all malice, 32 and be kind to 23 For the husband is the head of the 
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving wife as Christ is the head of the church, 
one another, as God in Christ forgave his body, and is himself its Saviour, 
you. 24 As the church is subject to Christ, so 

5 Therefore be imitators of God, as let wives also be subject in everything to 
beloved children. 2 And walk in love, their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your 
as Christ loved us and gave himself up wives, as Christ loved the church and 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice gave himself up for her, 26 that he 
to God. might sanctify her, having cleansed her 

3 But immorality and all impurity or by the washing of water with the word, 
covetousness must not even be named 27 that he might present the church to 
among you, as is fitting among saints, himself in splendour, without spot or 
4 Let there be no filthiness, nor silly wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
talk, nor levity, which are not fitting; might be holy and without blemish, 
but instead let there be thanksgiving. 28 Even so husbands should love their 
5 Be sure of this, that no immoral or wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
impure man, or one who is covetous his wife loves himself. 29 For no man 
(that is, an idolater), has any inheritance ever hates his own flesh, but nourishes 
in the kingdom of Christ and of God. and cherishes it, as Christ does the 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty church, 30 because we are members of 
words, for it is because of these things his body. 31 “For this reason a man shall 
that the wrath of God comes upon the leave his father and mother and be 
sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do joined to his wife, and the two shall be- 
not associate with them, 8 for once you come one.” 32 This is a great mystery, 
were darkness, but now you are light in and I take it to mean Christ and the 
the Lord; walk as children of light church; 33 however, let each one of you 
9 (for the fruit of light is found in all love his wife as himself, and let the wife 
that is good and right and true), 10 and see that she respects her husband, 
try to learn what is pleasing to the fZ Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful w Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honour 
works of darkness, but instead expose your father and mother” (this is the 

4.25: Zech 8.16; Rom 12.5. 5.2* Ex 29.18; Ezek 20.41. 5.16: Col 4.5. 5.10: Col 3.16-17. 

6.22-6.9: Col 3.18-4.1. 5.31: Geo 2.24. 6^: Ex 20.12. 



EPHESIANS 6 

first commandment with a promise), 

3 “that it may be well with you and that 
you may live Ion*: on the earth.’* 

4 Fathers, do not provoke your children 
to anger, but bring them up in 
the discipline and instruction of the 
Lord. 

5 Slaves, be obedient to those who 
are your earthly masters, with fear and 
trembling, in singleness of heart, as to 
Christ; 6 not in the way of cvcscrvice, 
as men-pleasers, but as servants * of 
Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart, 7 rendering service with a good 
will as to the Lord and not to men, 
8 knowing that whatever good any one 
does, he will receive the same again 
from the Lord, whether he is a slave or 
free. y Masters, do the same to them, 
and forbear threatening, knowing that 
he who is both their Master and vours 
is in heaven, and that there is no 
partiality with him. 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and 
in the strength of his might. 11 Put on 
the whole armour of God, that you may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. 12 For we are not contending 
against flesh and blood, but against the 
principalities, against the powers, 
against the world rulers of this present 
darkness, against the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
13 Therefore take the whole armour of 
God, that you may be able to withstand 


384 Whole armour of God 

in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded 
your loins with truth, and having pir 
on the breastplate of righteousness. 

15 and having shod your feet with the 
equipment of the gospel of peace ■ 

16 above all taking the shield of faith, 
with which you can quench all the 
flaming darts of the evil one. 17 And take 
the helmet of salvation, and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18 Fray at all times in the Spirit, with al! 
prayer and supplication. To that end 
keep alert with all perseverance, making 
supplication for all the saints, 10 and 
also for me, that utTerancc may be given 
me in opening my mouth boldly to pro¬ 
claim the mystery' of the gospel, 20 for 
which I am an ambassador in chains; 
that 1 may' declare At boldly, as I oughs 
to speak, 

21 Now that you also may know how 
I am and what I am doing, Tych'icus 
the beloved brother and faithful min¬ 
ister in the Lord will tell you every¬ 
thing. 22 I have sent him to you for this 
very purpose, that you may know how 
wc are, and that he may encourage your 
hearts. 

23 Peace be to the brethren, and love 
with faith, from God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with 
all who love our .Lord Jesus Christ with 
love undying. 


THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

PHILIPPIANS 


I Paul and Timothy, servants" of 
Christ Jesus, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who 
are at Philippi, with the bishops 6 and 
deacons: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 I thank my God in all my remem¬ 
brance of you, 4 always in every prayer 
of mine for you all making my prayer 


with joy, 5 thankful for your partnership 
in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6 And I am sure that he who began 
a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ, 

7 It is right for me to feel thus about you 
all, because I hold you in my heart, for 
you are all partakers with me of grace, 
both in my imprisonment and in the 
defence and confirmation of the gospel. 

8 For God is my witness, how I yearn 


f Or slaves ° Or slaves b Or overseers 

6.3: Deut 5.16. 6.14: Is 11.5, 59.17; 1 Thess 5.8. 6.15: Is 52.7. 6.21-22: Col 4.7-8. 

1.1: Acts 16.1, 12-40; Rom 1.1; 2 Cor 1.1; Gal 1.10; Col 1.1; l Thess 1.1; 2 The## 1.1; Philem L, 
L2; Rom 1.7. 1L6: 1 Cor 1.8. 1.7i Act# 21.33; 2 Cor 7.3; Eph 6.20. 
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tor you all with the affection of Christ 27 Only let your manner of life be 
Jesus. 9 And it is my prayer that your worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
love may abound more and more, with whether 1 come and see you or am ab- 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so sent, I may hear of you that you stand 
that you may approve what is excellent, firm in one spirit, with one mind striv- 
and may be pure and blameless for the ing side by side for the faith of the 
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruits of gospel, 28 and not frightened in any- 
righteousness which come through thing by your opponents. This is a clear 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of omen to them of their destruction, but 
God. of your salvation, and that from God. 

12 I want you to know, brethren, that 29 For it has been granted to you that 
what has happened to me has really for the sake of Christ you should not 
served to advance the gospel, 13 so that only believe in him but also suffer for 
it has become known throughout the his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict 
whole praetorian guard 0 and to all the which you saw and now hear to be 
rest that my imprisonment is for Christ; mine. 

14 and most of the brethren have been ^ So if there is any encouragement in 
made confident in the Lord because of Christ, any incentive of love, any 
my imprisonment, and are much more participation in the Spirit, any affection 
bold to speak the word of God without and sympathy, 2 complete my joy by 
fear. being of the same mind, having the 

15 Some indeed preach Christ from same love, being in full accord and of 
envy and rivalry', but others from good one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfishness 
will. The latter do it out of love, or conceit, but in humility count others 
knowing that I am put here for the de- better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you 
fence of the gospel; 17 the former pro- look not only to his own interests, but 
claim Christ out of partisanship, not also to the interests of others. 5 Have 
sincerely but thinking to afflict me in this mind among yourselves, which you 
my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only have in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
that in every way, whether in pretence was in the form of God, did not count 
or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
that I rejoice. 7 but emptied himself, taking the form 

19 Yes, and I shall rejoice. For I of a servant/ being bom in the likeness 
know that through your prayers and the of men 8 And being found in human 
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this form he humbled himself and became 
will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as obedient unto death, even death on a 
it is my eager expectation and hope that cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
I shall not be at all ashamed, but that exalted him and bestowed on him the 
with full courage now as always Christ name which is above every name, 10 that 
will be honoured in inv body, whether at the name of Jesus every knee should 
by life or by death. 21 For to me to live bow, in heaven and on earth and under 
is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If it is to the earth, 11 and every tongue confess 
be life in the flesh, that means fruitful that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
labour for me. Yet which I shall choose God the Father. 

I cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed be- 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you 
tween the two. My desire is to depart have always obeyed, so now, not only as 
and be with Christ, for that is far better, in my presence but much more in my 
24 But to remain in the flesh is more absence, work out your own salvation 
necessary on your account. 25 Con- with fear and trembling; 13 for God is 
vinced of this, I know that I shall re- at work in you, both to will and to work 
main and continue with you all, for your for his good pleasure, 
progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that 14 Do all things without grumbling 
in me you may have ample cause to or questioning, 15 that you may be 
glory in Christ Jesus, because of my blameless and innocent, children of 
coming to you again. God without blemish in the midst of a 

c Greek in the whole praetorium a Or slave 

1.10: 1 Cor 1.8. 1.12: Lk 21.13. 1.13: Acts 28.30; 2 Tim 2.9. 1.19: Acts 10.7; 2 Cor 1.11. 
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crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, 
'*» holding fast the word of life, so that 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that 
I did not run in vain or labour in vain. 
17 Even if I am to be poured as a liba¬ 
tion upon the sacrificial otTering of your 
faith, I am glad and rejoice with you ail 
1 8 Likewise you also should be glad and 
rejoice with me. 

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy to you soon, so that I may be 
cheered by news of you. 20 I have no 
one like him, who will be genuinely 
anxious for your welfare. 21 They all 
look after their own interests, not those 
of Jesus Christ. 22 But Timothy’s worth 
you know*, how as a son with a father he 
has served with me in the gospel. 23 I 
hope therefore to send him just as soon 
as I see how it will go with me ; 24 and I 
trust in the Lord that shortly I myself 
shall come also. 

25 I have thought it necessary to send 
to you Epaphrodi tus my brother and 
fellow worker and fellow soldier, and 
your messenger and minister to my 
need, 26 for he has been longing for you 
all, and has been distressed because you 
heard that he was ill. 27 Indeed he was 
ill, near to death. But God had mercy 
on him, and not only on him but on me 
also, lest I should have sorrow upon 
sorrow. 28 I am the more eager to send 
him, therefore, that you may rejoice at 
seeing him again, and that I may be less 
anxious. 2y So receive him in the Lord 
with all joy; and honour such men, 30 for 
he nearly died for the work of Christ, 
risking his life to complete your service 
to me. 

3 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 

Lord. To write the same things to 

you is not irksome to me, and is safe for 

you. 

2 Look out for the dogs, look out for 

the evil-workers, look out for those 

who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the 

true circumcision, who worship God in 

spirit,* and glory in Christ Jesus, and 

put no confidence in the flesh. 4 Though 

I myself have reason for confidence in 

the flesh also. If any other man thinks 

he has reason for confidence in the 

flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 


eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrew's; as to the law a Pharisee, 6 * as 
to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to 
righteousness under the law blameless. 

7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ.. 8 * Indeed \ 
count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord. For his sake 1 have suf¬ 
fered the loss of all tilings, and count 
them as refuse, in order that 1 may gain 
Christ y and be found in him, not hav¬ 
ing a righteousness of my own, based on 
law', but that which is through faith in 
Christ, the righteousness from God that 
depends on faith ; 10 that I may know 
him and the power of his resurrection, 
and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11 * that if possible 1 
may attain the resurrection from the 
dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained 
this or am already perfect; but 1 press 
on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brethren, 
I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but one thing 1 do, forgetting what 
lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, 14 * I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us 
who are mature be thus minded; and if 
in anything you arc otherwise minded, 
God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only 
let us hold true to what we have at¬ 
tained. 

17 Brethren, join in imitating me, 
and mark those who so live as you have 
an example in us. 18 For many, of 
whom I have often told you and now 
tell you even with tears, live as enemies 
of the cross of Christ. 10 Their end is 
destruction, their god is the belly, and 
they glory in their shame, with minds 
set on earthly things. 20 But our com¬ 
monwealth is in heaven, and from it 
we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who will change our lowly 
body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power which enables him even to sub¬ 
ject all things to himself. 

Therefore, my brethren, whom I 
love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm thus in the Lord, my be¬ 
loved. 


* Other ancient authorities read worship by the Spirit of God 

3.3s Rom 2.28-29; Gal 6.14-15. 3.4-7: Acts 8.3; 22.3-21; 23.6; 26.4-23; Rom 11.1; 2 Cor 11.18-31. 
3.17: 1 Cor 4.15-17. 3.21: 1 Cor 15.35-58; Col 3.4. 




Philippian? gift 

2 I entreat Fu-o'dia and I entreat 
Syn tyche to agree in the Forth -\Anu 

5 ask you also, true yokefellow, help 
these women, for they have laboured 
side by side with me in the gospel to¬ 
gether with Clement and the rest of my 
fellow workers, whose names are in the 
book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Ford always; again I 
will say, Rejoice. ? Fet all men know 
your forbearance. The Lord is at hand. 

6 Have no anxiety about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplica¬ 
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7 And the peace 
of God, which passes all understanding, 
will keep your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus* 

8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, 
whatever is honourable., whatever if. hist, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any ex¬ 
cellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. g What 
you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, do; and the God 
of peace will be with you. 

10 I rejoice in the l ord greatly that 
now at length you have revived voui 
concern for me, you were indeed con¬ 
cerned tor me, but you had no oppor¬ 
tunity ’* Not that 1 complain of want, 
for I have learned, in whatever state I 
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am, to be content. 12 I know how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound; in 
any and all circumstances 1 have 
learned the secret of facing plenty and 
hunger, abundance and want. 13 I can 
do all tilings in him who strengthens 
me. 

14 Vet it was kind of you to share my 
trouble ,s And you Philippians your¬ 
selves know that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I left Macedo nia, no 
church entered into partnership with 
me in giving and receiving except you 
only ; lf> for even in Thessalnni'ca you 
sent me help/ once and again. 57 Not 
that I seek the gift; but I seek the fruit 
which increases to your credit, J have 
received full payment, and more; I am 
filled, having received from Epaphrodi- 
tus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offer¬ 
ing, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 
to God 10 And my God will supply 
every need of yours according to his 
riches m glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To 
our God and Father be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen 

21 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus.. 
The brethren who are with me greet 
you. the saints greet you, 

especially those of Caesar’s house¬ 
hold. 

23 The grace of the Ford Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit. 


187 


THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

COLOSSIANS 


I Paul, an arostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother, 

2 To the saints and faithful brethren 
in Christ at Colos'sae: 

Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father. 

3 We always thank God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray 
for you, 4 because we have heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and of the 


love which you have for all the saints,, 

5 because of the hope laid up for you in 
heaven. Of this you have heard before 
in the word of the truth, the gospel 

6 which has come to you, as indeed in 
the whole world it is bearing fruit and 
growing—so among yourselves, from 
the day you heard and understood the 
grace of God in truth, 7 as you learned 
it from Ep'aphras our beloved fellow 
servant. He is a faithful minister of 
Christ on our" behalf 8 and has 


f Other ancient authorities read money for mv needs a Other ancient authorities read your 
4.3: IJt 10.20. 4.6: Mi 0.25-34. 4.9: Korn 15.33. 4.10: 2 Cor 11.9 4.13: 2 Cor 12.9. 

4.16: Acts 17.J.9; 1 Thess 2.9. 4JJ3: Gal 6.18; Philem 25. 1.2: Rom 1.7. 1.3: £ph 1.16. 
1.7: Col 4.12; Philem 23. 
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made known to us your love the fully known, 20 the mystery hidden for 
Spirit. ages and generations r hut now made 

9 And so, from the day we heard of manifest to his saints. 27 To them God 
it, we have not ceased to pray for you, chose to make known how great among 
asking that you may be filled with the the Gentiles are the riches of the glory 
knowledge of his will in all spiritual of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 
wisdom and understanding, 10 to lead a the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, 
life worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing warning every man and teaching every 
to him, bearing fruit in every good work man in all wisdom, that we may present 
and increasing in the knowledge of God. every man mature in Christ. 20 For this 
n May you be strengthened with all I toil, striving with all the energy which 
power, according to his glorious might, he mightily inspires within me. 
for all endurance and patience with joy, For 1 want you to know how 

* 2 giving thanks to the Father, who has X greatly I strive for you, and for 
qualified us /j to share in the inheritance those at La-odice'a, and for all who have 
of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered not seen my face , 2 that their hearts may 
us from the dominion of darkness and be encouraged as they are knit together 
transferred us to the kingdom of his in love, to have all the riches of assured 
beloved Son, 14 in whom we have re- understanding and the knowledge of 
demption, the forgiveness of sins. God’s mystery, of Christ, 3 in whom 

15 fie is the image of the invisible are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
God, the first-born of all creation; 16 for knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no 
in him all things were created, in heaven one may delude you with beguiling 
and on earth, visible and invisible, speech. 5 For though I am absent in 
whether thrones or dominions or prill- body, yet I am with you in spirit, rc- 
cipalities or authorities—ail things were joicing to see your good order and the 
created through him and for him. 17 He firmness of your faith in Christ, 
is before all things, and in him all things 6 As therefore you received Christ 
hold together. 18 He is the head of the Jesus the Lord, so live in him, 7 rooted 
body, the church; he is the beginning, and built up in him and established in 
the first-bom from the dead, that in the faith, just as you were taught, 
everything he might be pre-eminent, abounding in thanksgiving. 

19 For in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to 8 See to it that no one makes a prey 
reconcile to himself all things, whether of you by philosophy and empty deceit, 
on earth or in heaven, making peace by according to human tradition, according 
the blood of his cross. to the elemental spirits of the universe, 

21 And you, who once were estranged and not according to Christ. 9 For in 
and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, him the whole fullness of deity dwells 
22 he has now reconciled in his body of bodily, 1() and you have come to fullness 
flesh by his death, in order to present of life in him, who is the head of all 
you holy and blameless and irreproach- rule and authority. 11 In him also you 
able before him, 23 provided that you were circumcised with a circumcision 
continue in the faith, stable and stead- made without hands, by putting off the 
fast, not shifting from the hope of the body of flesh in the circumcision of 
gospel which you heard, which has been Christ; 12 and you were buried with him 

£ reached to every creature under in baptism, in which you were also 
eaven, and of which I, Paul, became a raised with him through faith in the 
minister. ... . working of God, who raised him from 

24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in 
your sake, and in my flesh I complete trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for your flesh, God made alive together 
the sake of his body, that is, the church, with him, having forgiven us all our 
^ of which I became a minister accord- trespasses, 14 having cancelled the bond 
ing to the divine office which was given which stood against us with its legal 
to me for you, to make the word of God demands; this he set aside, nailing it to 

^ Other ancient authorities read you r Or from angels and men 

1.9: Eph 1.15-17. 1.13: Eph 1.21; 2.2. 1.18: 2 Cor 4.4. 1.17: Prov 8.22-31. 1.18: Eph 4.15, 

1.25: Eph 3.2. 1.28: Eph 3.9. 2.3: Is 45.3. 2.10: Eph 1.21-22. 
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the cross. 15 He disarmed the princi- after the image of its creator. 11 Here 
palities and powers and made a public there cannot be Greek and Jew, circum- 
example of them, triumphing over them cised and uncircumcised, barbarian., 
in him. rf Scyth'ian, slave, free man, but Christ ia 

16 Therefore let no one pass judg all, and in all. 
inent on you in questions of food and 12 Put on then, as God ’s chosen ones., 
drink or with regard to a festival or a holy and beloved, compassion, kind- 
new moon or a sabbath. 17 These are ness, lowliness, meekness, and patience, 
only a shadow of what is to come; but n forbearing one another and, if one has 
the substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let a complaint against another, forgi ving 
no one disqualify you, insisting on each other; as the Lord has forgiven 
self-abasement and worship of angels, you, so you also must forgive. 14 And 
taking his stand on visions, puffed up above all these put on love, which binds 
without reason by his sensuous mind, everything together in perfect harmony 
^ and not holding fast to the Head, 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in 
from whom the whole body, nourished your hearts, to which indeed you were 
and knit together through its joints and called in the one body. And be thank- 
ligaments, grows with a growth that is fui, Let the word of Christ dwell in 
from God. you richly, as you teach and admonish 

20 If with Christ you died to the one another in all wisdom, and as you 
elemental spirits of the universe, why sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
do you live as if you still belonged to the songs with thankfulness in your hearts 
world? Why do you submit to regula- to God. 17 And whatever you do, in 
lions, 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, word or deed, do everything in the 
Do not touch" 27 '.referring to things name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanka 
which all perish as they arc used;, to God the Father through him. 
according to human precepts and doc- 18 Wives, be subject to your bus- 
trines? 23 These have indeed an appear-- bands, as is fitting in the Lord. 10 Hus¬ 
ance of wisdom in promoting rigour of bands, love your wives, and do not be 
devotion and self-abasement and sever- harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your 
ity to the body, but they are of no value parents in everything, for this pleases 
in checking the indulgence of the flesh.* the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke 

3 If then you have been raised with your children, lest they become dis- 
Christ, seek the things that are couraged, 22 Slaves, obey in everything 
above, where Christ is, seated at the those who are your earthly masters, not 
right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on with eyeservice, as men phrasers, but in 
things that are above, not on things that singleness of heart, fearing the Lord, 
are on earth. 3 For you have died, and 23 Whatever your task, work heartily, 
your life is hid with Christ in God. as serving the Lord and not men, 
4 When Christ who is our life appears, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
then you also will appear with him in receive the inheritance as your reward, 
glory. you are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For 

5 Put to death therefore what is the wrongdoer will be paid back for the 
earthly in you: immorality, impurity, wrong he has done, and there is no 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, partiality. 

which is idolatry. b On account of these A Masters, treat your slaves justly 
the wrath of God is coming/ 7 In these d T and fairly, knowing that you also 
you once walked, when you lived in have a Master in heaven, 
them. » But now put them all away: 2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, 

anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul being watchful in it with thanksgiving; 
talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to 3 and pray for us also, that God may 
one another, seeing that you have put open to us a door for the word, to de- 
off the old nature with its practices clare the mystery of Christ, on account 
10 and have put on the new nature, of which I am in prison, 4 that I may 
which is being renewed in knowledge make it clear, as I ought to speak. 

* Or in it (that is, the cross g only to indulge the flesh 

J Other ancient authorities add upon the sons of disobcdu ..... 

2.15: Eph 1.21. 2.16: Rom 14.1-12. 2.17: Eph 1.23. 2.1»: Eph 1.22: 4.16. 2.20: Gal 4.3. 

2.22: Is 29.13; Mk 7.7. 3.1: Ps 110.1. 3.10: Gen 1.26. 3.12-13: Eph 4.2. 3.16-17: Eph 5.19. 

3.18-4.1: Eph 5.22-6.9. 3.23: Rom 12.11. 4.1: Lev 25.43, 53. 4.2; Rom 12.12. 
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5 Conduct yourselves wisely toward 
outsiders* making the most of the time. 
6 Let your speech always be gracious, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how you ought to answer every 
one. 

7 Tych'icus will tell you all about 
my affairs; he is a beloved brother and 
faithful minister and fellow servant in 
the Lord. d I have sent him to you for 
this very purpose, that you may know 
how we are and that he may encourage 
your hearts, 9 and with him Ones'imus, 
the faithful and beloved brother, who 
is one of yourselves. They will tell you 
of everything that has taken place 
here. 

10 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner 
greets you, and Mark the cousin of 
Barnabas (concerning whom you have 
received instructions—if he comes to 
you, receive him), 11 and Jesus who is 
called Justus. These are the only men 
of the circumcision among my fellow 


workers for the kingdom of God, and 
they have been a comfort to me. 
12 Ep'aphras, who is one of yourselves, 
a servant? of Christ Jesus, greets you, 
always remembering you earnestly in 
his prayers, that you may stand mature 
and fully assured in all the will of God. 
*3 For I bear him witness that he has 
worked hard for you and for those in 
La-odice'a and in Hi-erap'olis. *•* Luke 
the beloved physician and Bemas greet 
you. is Give my greetings to the breth¬ 
ren at La-odice'a, and to Nympha and 
the church in her house. 16 And when 
this letter has been read among you, 
have it read also in the church of the 
La-odice'ans; and see that you read also 
the letter from La-odice'a. 17 And say to 
Archip'pus, “See that you fulfil the 
ministry which you have received in the 
Lord.” 

18 I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand. Remember my fetters. 
Grace be with you. 


THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 


I Paul, Silva'nus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalo'- 
nians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We give thanks to God always for 
you all, constantly mentioning you in 
our prayers, 5 remembering before our 
God and Father your work of faith and 
labour of love and steadfastness of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 
know, brethren beloved by God, that he 
has chosen you; 5 for our gospel came 
to you not only in word, but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with 
full conviction. You know what kind of 
men we proved to be among you for 
your sake. °And you became imitators 


of us and of the Lord, for you received 
the word in much affliction, with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit; 7 so that 
you became an example to all the be¬ 
lievers in Macedonia and in Acha'ia. 
8 For not only has the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from you in Macedo'nia 
and Acha'ia, but your faith in God has 
gone forth everywhere, so that we need 
not say anything. 9 For they themselves 
report concerning us what a welcome 
we had among you, and how you turned 
to God from idols, to serve a living and 
true God, 10 and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come. 

For you yourselves know, breth¬ 
ren, that our visit to you was not in 


? Or t/avf 

4.5: liph 5.16. 4.7-8: Eph 6.21-22. 4.9: Philem 10. 4.10-11: Acts 19.29; 27.2; Philem 24. 

4.12: Col 1.7; Philem 23. 4.14: 2 Tim 4.10-11; Philem 24. 4.18: 1 Cor 16.21. 

1.1; 2 Thess 1.1; 2 Cor 1.19; Acts 16.1; Acts 17.1; Rom 1.7. 1.2: 2 Thess 1.3; 2.13; Rom 1.9. 

1.3: 2 Thess 1.11,1 3, Rom 8.25; 15 4; Gal 1.4. 1.4: 2 Thess 2 13; Rom 1.7; 2 Pet 1.10. 

1.5: 2 Thess 2.14, Rom 15.19. 1.6: Col 2.2; 1 Thess 2.10; 1 Cor 4.16; 11.1; Acts 17.5-10; 13.52. 

1.7: Rom 15.26; Acts 18.12. 1.8; 2 Thess 3.1; Rom 1.8. 1.10: Mt 3.7. 2.2: Acts 16.19-24; 17.1-9; Rom 1.1. 
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vain; 2 but though we had already suf- the measure of their sins. But G'kFs 
feral and been shamefully treated at wrath has come upon them at last!* 
Philippi, as you know, we had courage 17 But since we were bereft of you, 
in our God to declare to you the gospel brethren, for a short time, in person not 
of God in the face of great opposition, in heart, we endeavoured the more 
3 For our appeal does not spring from eagerly and with great desire to see you 
error or uncleanness, nor is it made with face to face; ^because we wanted to 
guile; 4 but just as we have been ap- come to you—I, Paul, again and again—• 
proved by God to be entrusted with the but Satan hindered us. > l> For what is 
gospel, so we speak, not to please men, our hope or joy or crown of boasting 
but to please God who tests our hearts, before oui Lord Jesus at his coming? 
* For we never used cither words of Is it not you? 20 For you arc our glory 
flattery, as you know, or a cloak for and joy. 

greed, as God is witness; 6 nor did we *2 Therefore when wc could bear if 
seek glory from men, whether from you ^ no longer, wc were willing to be left 
os from others, though we might have behind at Athens alone, 2 and we sent 
made demands as apostles of Christ. Timothy, our brother arid God’s serv- 
7 But we were gentle" among you, like ant in the gospel of Christ, to establish 
a nurse taking care of her children. s So, you m your faith and to exhort you 3 
being affectionately desirous of you, we - that no one be moved by these afilic- 
were ready to share with you not only the tions. You yourselves know that this is 
gospel of God but also our own selves, to be our lot. 4 For when we were with 
because you had become very dear to us. you, wc told you beforehand that we 
9 F’or you remember our labour and were to suffer affliction; just as it has 
toil, brethren; we worked night and come to pass, and as you know. 5 For 
day, that we might not burden any of this reason, when I could bear it no 
you, while we preached to you the gos- longer, I sent that I might know your 
pel of God. 10 You are witnesses, and faith, for fear that somehow the tempter 
God also, how holy and righteous and had tempted vou and that our labour 
blameless was our behaviour to you be- would he in vain, 
lievers; 11 for you know how, like a 6 But now that Timothy has come 
father with his children, wc exhorted to us from you, and has brought us 
each one of you and encouraged you the good news of your faith and love 
and charged you 12 to lead a life worthy and reported that you always remember 
of God, who calls you into his own us kindly and long to see us, as we long 
kingdom and glory. to see you— 7 for this reason, brethren* 

13 And we also thank God constantly in all our distress and affliction we have 
for this, that when you received the been comforted about you through your 
word of God which you heard from us, faith; 8 for now we live, if you stand 
you accepted it not as the word of men fast in the Lord. y For what thanksgiv- 
but as what it really is, the word of God, ing can we render to God for you, for 
which is at work in you believers, all the ioy which we feel for your sake 
14 For you, brethren, became imitators before our God, 10 praying earnestly 
of the churches of God in Christ Jesus night and day that we may see vou face 
which are in Judea; for you suffered the to face and supply what is lacking in 
same things from your own countrymen your faith? 

as they did from the Jews, 15 who killed 11 Now may our God and Father 
both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our 
and drove us out, and displease God way to you; 12 and may the Lord make 
and oppose all men 16 by hindering us you increase and abound in love to one 
from speaking to the Gentiles that they another and to all men, as we do to you, 
may be saved—so as always to fill up 13 so that he may establish your hearts 

n Other ancient authorities read babes ^ Or completely, or for ever 

2.5: Acts 20.33. 2.6: 1 Cor 9.1. 2,7: 1 Thcss 2 11. Gai 4.19. 2.8: 2 Cor 12.15; 1 Jn 3.16. 2.11s 1 Cor 4.14. 
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2.17: 1 Cor 5.3. 2.19: Phil 4.1; 1 Thess 3.H; 4.15; 5.23, Mt 16.27; Mk 8.38. 
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unblamable in holiness before our God 
and Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints. 

4 Finally, brethren, we beseech and 
exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that 
as you learned from us how you ought 
to live and to please God, just as you 
are doing, you do so more and more. 
2 For you know what instructions we 
gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For 
this is the will of God, your sanctifica¬ 
tion : that you abstain from immorality; 
4 that each one of you know how to take 
a wife for himself in holiness and 
honour, 5 not in the passion of lust like 
heathen who do not know God; 6 that no 
man transgress, and wrong his brother 
in this matter/ because the Lord is an 
avenger in all these tilings, as wc sol¬ 
emnly forewarned you. 7 For God has 
not called us for uncleanness, but in 
holiness. 8 Therefore whoever disre¬ 
gards this, disregards not man but God, 
who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 

9 But concerning love of the brethren 
you have no need to have any one write 
to you, for you yourselves have been 
taught by God to love one another; 
10 and indeed you do love all the breth¬ 
ren throughout Macedo nia. But we 
exhort you, brethren, to do so more and 
more, 11 to aspire to live quietly, to mind 
your own affairs, and to work with your 
hands, as we charged you; 12 so that you 
may command the respect of outsiders, 
and be dependent on nobody. 

13 But we would not have you igno¬ 
rant, brethren, concerning those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope. 14 For since 
we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will 
bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by 
the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, shall not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord him¬ 
self will descend from heaven with a cry 
of command, with the archangel’s call, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of 


God. And the dead in Christ w r ill rise 
first; 17 then we who are alive, who are 
left, shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air; and so we shall always be with 
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. 

5 But as to the times and the seasons, 
brethren, you have no need to have 
anything written to you. 2 For you your¬ 
selves know well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3 When people say, “There is peace and 
security,” then sudden destruction will 
come upon them as travail comes upon 
a woman with child, and there will be 
no escape. 4 But you are not in darkness, 
brethren, for that day to surprise you 
like a thief. 5 For you are all sons of 
light and sons of the day; we are not of 
the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us 
not sleep, as others do, but let us keep 
awake and be sober. 7 For those who 
sleep sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk arc drunk at night. 8 But, since 
wc belong to the day, let us be sober, 
and put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salva¬ 
tion. y For God has not destined us for 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for 
us so that whether we wake or sleep we 
might live with him. 11 Therefore en¬ 
courage one another and build one 
another up, just as you are doing. 

12 But we beseech you, brethren, to 
respect those who labour among you and 
are over you in the Lord and admonish 
you, 13 and to esteem them very highly 
in love because of their work. Be at 
peace among yourselves. 14 And we ex¬ 
hort you, brethren, admonish the idle, 
encourage the fainthearted, help the 
weak, be patient with them all. 15 See 
that none of you repays evil for evil, but 
always seek to do good to one another 
and to all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray 
constantly, 18 give thanks in all circum¬ 
stances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench 
the Spirit, 2 <> do not despise prophesy¬ 
ing, 21 but test everything; hold fast 


* Or defraud his brother in business 
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what is good, 22 abstain from every form 25 Brethren, pray for us. 
of evil. 26 Greet all the brethren with a holy 

23 May the God of peace himself kiss, 
sanctify you wholly; and may your 21 I adjure you by the Lord that 
spirit and soul and body he kept sound this letter be read to all the breth- 
and blameless at the coming of our ren. 

Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus 
is faithful, and he will do it. Christ be with you. 


THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 

THESSALONIANS 


I Paul, Silva'nus, and Timothy, God may make you worthy of his call, 
To the church of the Thessalo'- and may fulfil every good resolve and 
nians in God our Father and the work of faith by his power, 12 so that 
Lord Jesus Christ: die name of our Lord Jesus may be 

2 Grace to you and peace from God glorified in you, and you in him, ac- 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, cording to the grace of our God and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 We are bound to give thanks to 

God always for you, brethren, as is Now concerning the coming of our 

fitting, because your faith is growing " Lord Jesus Christ and our assem- 
abundantly, and the love of every one biing to meet him, we beg you, breth- 
of you for one another is increasing, ren, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind 
4 Therefore we ourselves boast of you or excited, either by spirit or by word, 
in the churches of God for your stead- or by letter purporting to be from us, to 
fastness and faith in all your persecu- the effect that the day of the Lord has 
tions and in the afflictions which you come. 3 Let no one deceive you in any 
are enduring. way; for that day will not come, unless 

5 This is evidence of the righteous the rebellion comes first, and the man 
judgment of God, that you may be of lawlessness'* is revealed, the son of 
made worthy of the kingdom of God, perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts 
for which you are suffering— 6 since himself against every so-called god or 
indeed God deems it just to repay with object of worship, so that he takes his 
affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to seat in the temple of God, proclaiming 
grant rest with us to you who are af- himself to be God.. 5 Do you not re- 
flicted, when the Lord Jesus is revealed member that when I was still with you 
from heaven with his mighty angels in I told you this? 6 And you know what is 
flaming fire, 8 inflicting vengeance upon restraining him now so that he may be 
those who do not know God and upon revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery 
those who do not obey the gospel of our of lawlessness is already at work; only 
Lord Jesus. 9 They shall suffer the he who now restrains it will do so until 
punishment of eternal destruction and he is out of the way. 8 And then the 
exclusion from the presence of the Lord lawless one will be revealed, and the 
and from the glory of his might, 10 when Lord Jesus will slay him with the breath 
he comes on that day to be glorified in of his mouth and destroy him by his 
his saints, and to be marvelled at in all appearing and his coming. 9 The coming 
who have believed, because our testi- of the lawless one by the activity of 
mony to you was believed. 11 To this Satan will be with all power and with 
end we always pray for you, that our pretended signs and wonders, 10 and 

° Other ancient authorities read sin 
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with all wicked deception for those who 
are to perish, because they refused to 
love the truth and so be saved. 11 There¬ 
fore God sends upon them a strong delu¬ 
sion, to make them believe what is false, 
12 so that all may be condemned who 
did not believe the truth but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness. 

13 But we are bound to give thanks 
to God always for you, brethren be¬ 
loved by the Lord, because God chose 
you from the beginning 6 to be saved, 
through sanctification by the Spirit* 
and belief in the truth. * 4 To this he 
called you through our gospel, so that 
ou may obtain the glory of our Lord 
esus Christ. i5 So then, brethren, stand 
firm and hold to the traditions which 
you were taught by us, either by word 
of mouth or by letter. 

16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, and God our Father, who 
loved us and gave us eternal comfort 
and good hope through grace, 17 com¬ 
fort your hearts and establish them in 
every good work and word. 

3 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may speed on 
and triumph, as it did among you, 2 and 
that we may be delivered from wicked 
and evil men; for not all have faith. 
3 But the Lord is faithful; he will 
strengthen you and guard you from 
evil. d 4 And we have confidence in the 
Lord about you, that you are doing and 
will do the things which we command. 
5 May the Lord direct your hearts to 
the love of God and to the steadfastness 
of Christ. 


6 Now we command you, brethren, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you keep away from any brother 
who is living in idleness and not in 
accord with the tradition that you 
received from us. 1 For you yourselves 
know how you ought to imitate us; vve 
were not idle when we were with you, 
8 we did not eat any one’s bread without 
paying, but with toil and labour we 
worked night and day, that we might 
not burden any of you. 9 It was not 
because we have not that right, but to 
give you in our conduct an example to 
imitate. 10 For even when we were with 
you, we gave you this command: If any 
one will not work, let him not cat, 
11 For we hear that some of you are 
living in idleness, mere busybodies, not 
doing any work. 12 Now such persons 
we command and exhort in the Lord 
Jesus Christ to do their work in quiet¬ 
ness and to earn their own living. 
13 Brethren, do not be weary in 
well-doing. 

14 If any one refuses to obey what 
we say in this letter, note that man, 
and have nothing to do with him, that 
he may be ashamed. 15 Do not look on 
him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother. 

16 Now may the Lord of peace him¬ 
self give you peace at all times in all 
ways. The Lord be with you all. 

17 I, Paul, write this greeting with 
my own hand. This is the mark in every 
letter of mine; it is the way I write. 
18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. 


THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 


I Paul, an apostle of Christ jesus by 
command of God our Saviour and 
of Christ Jesus our hope, 

2 To Timothy* my true child in the 
faith: 


Grace, mercy, and peace from God 
the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

3 As I urged you when I was going 
to Macedo'nia, remain at Ephesus that 


6 Other ancient authorities read as the first converts e Or of spirit d Or the evil on* 
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you may charge certain persons nor to 
teach any different doctrine* 4 nor to 
occupy themselves with myths and 
endless genealogies which promote 
speculations rather than the divine 
training" that is in faith; 5 whereas the 
aim of our charge is love that issues 
from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and sincere faith. 6 Certain persons by 
swerving from these have wandered 
away into vain discussion, 7 desiring to 
be teachers of the law, without under¬ 
standing either what they are saying or 
the things about which they make 
assertions. 

8 Now we know that the law is good* 
if any one uses it lawfully, 9 under¬ 
standing this, that the law is not laid 
down for the just but for the lawless 
and disobedient, for the ungodly and 
sinners, for the unholy and profane, for 
murderers of fathers and murderers of 
mothers, for mansiayers, 10 immoral 
persons, sodomites, kidnappers, liars, 
perjurers, and whatever else is contrary 
to sound doctrine, 11 in accordance 
with the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God with which I have been entrusted. 

12 I thank him who has given me 
strength for this, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
because he judged me faithful by ap¬ 
pointing me to his service, 13 though I 
formerly blasphemed and persecuted 
and insulted him; but I received mercy 
because I had acted ignorantly in unbe¬ 
lief, 14 and the grace of our Lord over¬ 
flowed for me with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying 
is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners. And I am the foremost 
of sinners; 16 but I received mercy for 
this reason, that in me, as the foremost, 
Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience for an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life. 
17 To the King of ages, immortal, in¬ 
visible. the only God, be honour and 
glory for ever and ever/ Amen. 

18 This charge 1 commit to you, 
Timothy, my son, in accordance with 
the prophetic utterances which pointed 
to you, that inspired by them you may 
wage the good warfare, 19 holding 
faith and a good conscience. By rejecting 
conscience, certain persons have made 
shipwreck of their faith, 20 among them 

* Or stewardship, or order b Greek to the ages of ages 
*.13: Gea 2.7, 21-22. 2.14: Gea 3.1-6. 


Hymenae'us and Alexander, whom I 
have delivered to Satan that they may 
learn not to blaspheme. 

First of all, then, I urge that sup¬ 
plications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all men, 
2 for kings and all who are in high posi¬ 
tions, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, godly and respectful in 
every way. 3 This is good, and it is ac¬ 
ceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, 

4 who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. 

5 For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself 
as a ransom for all, the testimony to 
which was borne at the proper time. 
7 For this I was appointed a preacher 
and apostle (I am telling the truth ? I am 
not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in 
faith and truth. 

8 I desire then that in every place the 
men should pray, lifting holy hands 
without anger or quarrelling; 9 also that 
women should adorn themselves mod¬ 
estly and sensibly in seemly apparel, not 
with braided hair or gold or pearls or 
costly attire 10 but by good deeds, as 
befits women who profess religion. 
11 Let a woman learn in silence with all 
submissiveness. 12 I permit no woman 
to teach or to have authority over men; 
she is to keep silent. 13 For Adam was 
formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam 
was not deceived, but the woman was 
deceived and became a transgressor. 
15 Yet woman will be saved through 
bearing children/ if she continuesin 
faith and love and holiness, with 
modesty. 

3 The saying is sure: If any one 
aspires to the office of bishop, he 
desires a noble task. 2 Now a bishop 
must be above reproach, the husband 
of one wife, temperate, sensible, digni¬ 
fied, hospitable, an apt teacher, 5 no 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 

J uarrelsome, and no lover of money. 

He must manage his own household 
well, keeping his children submissive 
and respectful in every way; 5 for if a 
man does not know how to manage his 
own household, how can he care for 
God’s church? 6 He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may be puffed up with 
conceit and fall into the condemnation 

e Or by the birth qJ the child * Greek they continue 
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of the devil ;/ 7 moreover he must be 
well thought of by outsiders, or he may 
fall into reproach and the snare of the 
devil./ 

8 Deacons likewise must be serious, 
not double-tongued, not addicted to 
much wine, not greedy for gain; 9 they 
must hold the mystery of the faith with 
a clear conscience. 10 And let them also 
be tested first; then if they prove them¬ 
selves blameless let them serve as 
deacons. 11 The women likewise must 
be serious, no slanderers, but temperate, 
faithful in all things. 12 Let deacons be 
the husband of one wife, and let them 
manage their children and their house¬ 
holds well; *3 for those who serve well 
as deacons gain a good standing for 
themselves and also great confidence 
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus, 
14 I hope to come to you soon, but 

1 am writing these instructions to you 
so that, 15 if I am delayed, you may 
know how one ought to behave in the 
household of God, which is the church 
of the living God, the pillar and bul¬ 
wark of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we 
confess, is the mystery of our religion: 

He* was manifested in the flesh, 
vindicated* in the Spirit, 
seen by angels, 
reached among the nations, 
elieved on in the world, 
taken up in glory. 

Now the Spirit expressly says that 
in later times some will depart from 
the faith by giving heed to deceitful 
spirits and doctrines of demons, 

2 through the pretensions of liars whose 
consciences are seared, 3 who forbid 
marriage and enjoin abstinence from 
foods which God created to be received 
with thanksgiving by those who believe 
and know the truth. 4 For everything 
created by God is good, and nothing is 
to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving; 5 for then it is consecrated 
by the word of God and prayer. 

6 If you put these instructions before 
the brethren, you will be a good minister 
of Christ Jesus, nourished on the words 
of the faith and of the good doctrine 
which you have followed. 7 Have noth¬ 
ing to do with godless and silly myths. 
Train yourself in godliness; 8 for while 


bodily training is of some value, godli¬ 
ness is of value in every way, as it holds 
promise for the present life and also for 
the life to come. 9 The saying is sure 
and worthy of full acceptance. 10 For to 
this end we toil and strive^ because we 
have our hope set on the living God, 
who is the Saviour of all men, especially 
of those who believe. 

11 Command and teach these things, 

12 Let no one despise your youth, but 
set the believers an example in speech 
and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 

13 Till 3 come, attend to the public 
reading of scripture, to preaching, to 
teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you 
have, which was given you by prophetic 
utterance when the eiders laid their 
hands upon you. 15 Practise these duties, 
devote yourself to them, so that all may 
see your progress. 16 Take heed to your¬ 
self and to your teaching; hold to that, 
for by so doing you will save both your¬ 
self and your hearers. 

5 Do not rebuke an older man but 
exhort him as you would a father; 
treat younger men like brothers, 2 older 
women like mothers, younger women 
like sisters, in all purity. 

3 Honour widows who are real wid¬ 
ows. 4 If a widow has children or grand¬ 
children, let them first learn their 
religious duty to their own family and 
make some return to their parents; for 
this is acceptable in the sight of God. 
5 She who is a real widow, and is left 
all alone, has set her hope on God and 
continues in supplications and prayers 
night and day ; 6 whereas she who is 
self-indulgent is dead even while she 
lives. 7 Command this, so that they may 
be without reproach. 8 If any one does 
not provide for his relatives, and 
especially for his own family, he has 
disowned the faith and is worse than an 
unbeliever. 

9 Let a widow be enrolled if she is 
not less than sixty years of age, having 
been the wife of one husband; 10 and 
she must be well attested for her good 
deeds, as one who has brought up 
children, shown hospitality, washed the 
feet of the saints, relieved the afflicted, 
and devoted herself to doing good in 
every way. 11 But refuse to enrol younger 


/ Or slanderer 

* Greek Who; other ancient authorities read God; others. Which Or justified 
'Other ancient authorities read suffer reproach 



Timothy’s responsibilities 197 I TIMOTHY 6 

widows; for when they grow wanton Teach and urge these duties. 3 If any 
against Christ they desire to marry, one teaches otherwise and does not 
12 and so they incur condemnation for agree with the sound words of our Lord 
having violated their first pledge. 13 Be- Jesus Christ and the teaching which 
sides that, they learn to be idlers, gad- accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up 
ding about from house to house, and with conceit, he knows nothing; he has 
not only idlers but gossips and busy- a morbid craving for controversy and 
bodies, saying what they should not. for disputes about words, which pro- 
14 So I would have younger widows duce envy, dissension, slander, base 
marry, bear children, rule their house- suspicions, 5 and wrangling among men 
holds, and give the enemy no occasion who are depraved in mind and bereft of 
to revile us. 15 For some have already the truth, imagining that godliness is a 
strayed after Satan. 16 If any believing means of gain. 6 There is great gain in 
woman 1 has relatives who are widows, godliness with contentment; 7 for we 
let her assist them; let the church not brought nothing into the world, and m 
be burdened, so that it may assist those we cannot take anything out of the 
who are real widows. world; 8 but if we have food and cloth- 

17 Let the elders who rule well be ing, with these we shall be content., 
considered worthy of double honour, 9 But those who desire to be rich fall 
especially those who labour in preaching into temptation, into a snare, into many 
and teaching; 18 for the scripture says, senseless and hurtful desires that plunge- 
“You shall not muzzle an ox when it is men into ruin and destruction. 10 For 
treading out the grain,” and, “The the love of money is the root of all evils; 
labourer deserves his wages.” 19 Never it is through this craving that some have 
admit any charge against an elder except wandered away from the faith and 
on the evidence of two or three wit- pierced their hearts with many pangs, 
nesses. 20 As for those who persist in sin, 11 But as for you, man of God, shun 
rebuke them in the presence of all, so all this; aim at righteousness, godliness, 
that the rest may stand in fear. 21 In the faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness, 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus 12 Fight the good fight of the faith; take 
and of the elect angels I charge you to hold of the eternal life to which you 
keep these rules without favour, doing were called when you made the good 
nothing from partiality. 22 Do not be confession in the presence of many wit- 
hasty in the laying on of hands, nor nesses. 13 In the presence of God who 
participate in another man’s sins; keep gives life to all things, and of Christ 
yourself pure. Jesus who in his testimony before Pon- 

23 No longer drink only water, but tius Pilate made the good confession, 
use a little wine for the sake of your 14 I charge you to keep the command- 
stomach and your frequent ailments. ment unstained and free from reproach 

24 The sins of some men are con- until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 

spicuous, pointing to judgment, but the Christ; 15 and this will be made mani- 
sins of others appear later. 25 So also fest at the proper time by the blessed 
good deeds are conspicuous; and even and only Sovereign, the King of kings 
when they are not, they cannot remain and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has 
hidden. immortality and dwells in unapproach- 

6 Let all who are under the yoke of able light, whom no man has ever seen 
slavery regard their masters as or can see. To him be honour and eter- 
worthy of all honour, so that the name nal dominion. Amen, 
of God and the teaching may not be 17 As for the rich in this world, 
defamed. 2 Those who have believing charge them not to be haughty, nor to 
masters must not be disrespectful on set their hopes on uncertain riches but 
the ground that they are brethren; on God who richly furnishes us with 
rather they must serve all the better everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do 
since those who benefit by their service good, to be rich in good deeds, liberal 
are believers and beloved. and generous, 19 thus laying up for 

Other indent authorities read man or woman; others, simply man 
m Other andent authorities insert it is certain that 

5.18: Deut 25.4; 1 Cor 9.9; Ml 10.10; Lk 10.7; 1 Cot 9.14. 5.19: Deut 19.15. 
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themselves a good foundation for the chatter and contradictions of what is 
future, so that they may take hold of the falsely called knowledge, 21 for by pro¬ 
life which is life indeed. fessing it some have missed the mark as 

20 O Timothy, guard what has been regards the faith, 
entrusted to you. Avoid the godless Grace be with you. 


THE SECOND LETTER OF PAUL TO 

TIMOTHY 


I PauI, an apostle of Christ Jesus by I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
the will of God according to the whom I have believed, and I am sure 
promise of the life which is in Christ that he is able to guard until that Day 
Jesus, what has been entrusted to me.® 13 Fol- 

2 To Timothy, my beloved child: low the pattern of the sound words 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God which you have heard from me, in the 
the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord, faith and love which are in Christ Jesus; 

14 guard the truth that has been cn- 
3 I thank God whom I serve with a trusted to you by the Holy Spirit who 
clear conscience, as did my fathers, dwells within us. 

when I remember you constantly in my 15 You are aware that all who are in 

F rayers. 4 As I remember your tears, Asia turned away from me, and among 
long night and day to see you, that I them Phy'gelus and Hermog'cnes. 
may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded May the Lord grant mercy to the 
of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt household of Onesiph'orus, for he often 
first in your grandmother Lo'is and refreshed me; he was not ashamed of 
your mother Eunice and now, I am my chains, 17 but when he arrived in 
sure, dwells in you. 6 Hence I remind Rome he searched for me eagerly and 
you to rekindle the gift of God that is found me— 18 may the Lord grant him 
within you through the laying on of my to find mercy from the Lord on that 
hands; 7 for God did not give us a Day—and you well know all the 
spirit of timidity but a spirit of power service he rendered at Ephesus, 
and love and self-control. You then, my son, be strong in the 

8 Do not be ashamed then of testi- ** grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and 
fying to our Lord, nor of me his pris- what you have heard from me before 
oner, but take your share of suffering many witnesses entrust to faithful men 
for the gospel in the power of God, who will be able to teach others also. 
9 who saved us and called us with a holy 3 Take your share of suffering as a good 
calling, not in virtue of our works but soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier on 
In virtue of his own purpose and the service gets entangled in civilian pur- 
grace which he gave us in Christ Jesus suits, since his aim is to satisfy the one 
ages ago, 10 and now has manifested who enlisted him. 5 An athlete is not 
through the appearing of our Saviour crowned unless he competes according 
Christ Jesus, who abolished death and to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working 
brought life and immortality to light farmer who ought to have the first share 
through the gospel. 11 For this gospel of the crops. 7 Think over what I say, 
I was appointed a preacher and apostle for the Lord will grant you under- 
and teacher, 12 and therefore I suffer as standing in everything. 

a Or what I have entrusted to him 
1.5: Acts 16.1. 
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8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from God may perhaps grant that they will 
the dead, descended from David, as repent and come to know the truth, 


preached in my gospel, 9 the gospel for 
which I am suffering and wearing fetters 
like a criminal. But the word of God is 
not fettered. 10 Therefore I endure 
everything for the sake of the elect, 
that they also may obtain the salvation 
which in Christ Jesus goes with eternal 
glory. 11 The saying is sure: 

If we have died with him, we shall 

also live with him; 

82 if we endure, we shall also reign with 

him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 

83 if we are faithless, he remains faith¬ 

ful— 

for he cannot deny himself, 

14 Remind them of this, and charge 
them before the Lord 1 * to avoid dis¬ 
puting about words, which does no 
good, but only ruins the hearers. 15 Do 
your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a workman who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling 
the word of truth. 16 Avoid such godless 
chatter, for it will lead people into more 
and more ungodliness, 17 and their talk 
will eat its way like gangrene. Among 
them are Hymenae'us and Phiie'tus, 
18 who have swerved from the truth by 
holding that the resurrection is past 
already. They are upsetting the faith of 
some. 19 But God’s firm foundation 
stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord 
knows those who are his,” and, “Let 
every one who names the name of the 
Lord depart from iniquity.” 

20 In a great house there are not only 
vessels of gold and silver but also of 
wood and earthenware, and some for 
noble use, some for ignoble. 21 If any 
one purifies himself from what is ig¬ 
noble, then he will be a vessel for noble 
use, consecrated and useful to the 
master of the house, ready for any good 
work. 22 So shun youthful passions and 
aim at righteousness, faith, love, and 
peace, along with those who call upon 
the Lord from a pure heart. 23 Have 
nothing to do with stupid, senseless 
controversies ; you know that they breed 
quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must 
not be quarrelsome but kindly to every 
one, an apt teacher, forbearing, 25 cor¬ 
recting his opponents with gentleness. 


26 and they may escape from the snare 
of the devil, after being captured by 
him to do his will.* 

3 But understand this, that in the 
last days there will come times of 
stress. 2 For men will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, proud, arrogant, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ungrateful, unholy, 3 inhuman, ira- 

S lacable, slanderers, profligates, fierce, 
aters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, 
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, 5 holding the 
form of religion but denying the power 
of it. Avoid such people. 6 For among 
them are those who make their way into 
households and capture weak women, 
burdened with sins and swayed by 
various impulses, 7 who will listen to 
anybody and can never arrive at a 
knowledge of the truth. 8 As Jannes and 
Jambres opposed Moses, so these men 
also oppose the truth, men of corrupt 
mind and counterfeit faith; 9 but they will 
not get very far, for their folly will be 
plain to all, as was that of those two men. 

10 Now you have observed my teach¬ 
ing, my conduct, my aim in life, my 
faith, my patience, my love, my stead¬ 
fastness, 33 my persecutions, my suffer¬ 
ings, what befell me at Antioch, at 
Ico'nium, and at Lystra, what persecu¬ 
tions I endured; yet from them all the 
Lord rescued me. 32 Indeed all who 
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted, 33 while evil men and 
impostors will go on from bad to worse, 
deceivers and deceived. 34 But as for 
you, continue in what you have learned 
and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 35 and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted 
with the sacred writings which are able 
to instruct you for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is 
inspired by God and d profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, 
17 that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. 

A I charge you in the presence of 
nT God ana of Christ Jesus who is to 
judge the living and the dead, and by 
his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach 


* Other ancient authorities read Ood 9 Or by Atm, to do his (that is, God’s) mil 
“ Or Every scripture inspired by God is also 

2.191 Num 16.3; la 26.13. &8> Ex 7.11. Lilt Acts 13.14-52; 14.1-20; 16.1-5. 
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the word, be urgent in season and out 
of season, convince, rebuke, and exhort, 
be unfailing in patience and in teaching. 
3 For the time is coming when people 
will not endure sound teaching, but 
having itching cars they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers to suit their 
own likings, 4 and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander into 
myths. 5 As for you, always be steady, 
endure suffering, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfil your ministry. 

6 For I am already on the point of 
being sacrificed; the time of my de¬ 
parture has come. 7 I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there 
is laid up for me the crown of righteous¬ 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, will award to me on that Day, 
and not only to me but also to all who 
have loved his appearing. 

9 Do your best to come to me soon. 
*0 For Demas, in love with this present 
world, has deserted me and gone to 
Thessaloni'ca; Crescens has gone to 
Galatia,* Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke 
alone is with me. Get Mark and bring 
him with you; for he is very useful in 


serving me. 12 Tych'icus I have sent to 
Ephesus, 13 When you come, bring the 
cloak that I left with Carpus at Tro'as, 
also the books, and above all the parch¬ 
ments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did 
me great harm; the Lord will requite 
him for his deeds. 15 Beware of him 
yourself, for he strongly opposed our 
message. 16 At my first defence no one 
took my pan; all deserted me. May it 
not be charged against them! 17 But the 
Lord stood by me and gave me strength 
to proclaim the word fully, that all the 
Gentiles might hear it. So I was 
rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The 
Lord will rescue me from every evil and 
save me for his heavenly kingdom. To 
him be the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

19 Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the 
household of Onesiph'orus. 20 Eras'tus 
remained at Corinth; Trophimus 1 left 
ill at Mile'tus. 21 Do your best to come 
before winter. Eubu'lus sends greetings 
to you, as do Pudens and Linus and 
Claudia and all the brethren. 

22 The Lord be with your spirit. 
Grace be with you. 


THE LETTER OF PAUL TO 

TITUS 


I Paul, a servant® of God and an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, to further 
the faith of God’s elect and their knowl¬ 
edge of the truth which accords with 
godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life which 
God, who never lies, promised ages ago 
3 and at the proper time manifested m 
his word through the preaching with 
which I have been entrusted by com¬ 
mand of God our Saviour \ 

4 To Titus, my true child in a com¬ 
mon frith: 

Grace and peace from God the 
Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour. 

5 This is why I left you in Crete, that 
you might amend what was defective, 
and appoint elders in every town as I 
directed you, 6 if any man is blameless, 

* Other ancient authorities read Gaul « Or slave 


the husband of one wife, and his chil¬ 
dren are believers and not open to the 
charge of being profligate or insubordi¬ 
nate. 7 For a bishop, as God’s steward, 
must be blameless; he must not be 
arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunk¬ 
ard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but 
hospitable, a lover of goodness, master 
of himself, upright, holy, and self- 
controlled; ^ he must hold firm to the 
sure word as taught, so that he may be 
able to give instruction in sound doc¬ 
trine and also to confute those who 
contradict it. For there are many 
insubordinate men, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially the circumcision 
party; 11 they must be silenced, since 
they are upsetting whole families by 
teaching for base gain what they have 
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no right to teach, 12 One of themselves, 15 Declare these things; exhort and 
a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans reprove with all authority. Let no one 
are always liars, evil beasts, lazy glut- disregard you. 
tons.” 13 This testimony is true. There¬ 
fore rebuke them sharply, that they may 3 Remind them to be submissive to 
be sound in the faith,»instead of giving rulers and authorities, to be obedi- 

heed to Jewish myths or to commands ent, to be ready for any honest work, 
of men who reject the truth. 15 To the 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quar- 
pure all things are pure, but to the relling, to be gentle, and to show perfect 
corrupt and unbelieving nothing is courtesy toward all men. 3 For we our- 
pure; their very minds and consciences selves were once foolish, disobedient, 
are corrupted. 16 They profess to know led astray, slaves to various passions and 
God, but they deny him by their pleasures, passing our days in malice 
deeds; they are detestable, disobedient, and envy, hated by men and hating one 
unfit for any good deed. another; 4 but when the goodness and 

2 But as for you, teach what befits loving kindness of God our Saviour 
sound doctrine. * Bid the older men appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of 
be temperate, serious, sensible, sound deeds done by us in righteousness, but 
in faith, in love, and in steadfastness, in virtue of his own mercy, by the wash- 
3 Bid the older women likewise to be ing of regeneration and renewal in the 
reverent in behaviour, not to be slan- Holy Spirit, 6 which he poured out upon 
derers or slaves to drink; they are to us richly through Jesus Christ our 
teach what is good, 4 and so train the Saviour, 7 so that we might be justified 
young women to love their husbands by his grace and become heirs in hope 
and children, 5 to be sensible, chaste, of eternal life. 8 The saying is sure, 
domestic, kind, and submissive to their I desire you to insist on these things, 
husbands, that the word of God may so that those who have believed in God 
not be discredited. 6 Likewise urge the may be careful to apply themselves to 
younger men to control themselves, good deeds; 4 these are excellent and 
7 Show yourself in all respects a model profitable to men. 9 But avoid stupid 
of good deeds, and in your teaching controversies, genealogies, dissensions, 
show integrity, gravity, 8 and sound and quarrels over the law, for they are 
speech that cannot be censured, so that unprofitable and futile. l0 As for a man 
an opponent may be put to shame, who is factious, after admonishing him 
having nothing evil to say of u%. 9 Bid once or twice, have nothing more to do 
slaves to be submissive to their masters with him, 11 knowing that such a person 
and to give satisfaction in every respect; is perverted and sinful; he is self-con- 
they are not to be refractory, 10 nor to demned. 

pilfer, but to show entire and true 12 When I send Artemas or Tych'icus 
fidelity, so that in everything they may to you, do your best to come to me at 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. Nicop'olis, for I have decided to spend 
11 For the grace of God has appeared the winter there. 13 Do your best to 
for the salvation of all men, 12 training speed Zenas the lawyer and Apol'los on 
us to renounce irreligion and worldly their way; see that they lack nothing, 
passions, and to live sober, upright, and 14 And let our people learn to apply 
godly lives in this world, 13 awaiting our themselves to good deeds, 4 so as to 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory help cases of urgent need, and not to 
of our great God and Saviour 0 Jesus be unfruitful. 

Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to 15 All who are with me send greet- 
redeem us from all iniquity and to ings to you. Greet those who love us in 
purify for himself a people of his own the faith, 
who are zealous for good deeds. Grace be with you all. 


* Or of the great God and our Saviour 4 Or enter honourable occupation 
1 . 12 : Epimenides. 2 . 14 : Ps 130.8; F.zek 37.23; Peut 14.2. 



THE LETTER OF PAUL TO 


PHILEMON 


t Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, 
and Timothy our brother, 

To Phile'mon our beloved fellow 
worker 2 and Ap'phia our sister and 
Archip'pus our fellow soldier, and the 
church in your house: 

3 Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4 I thank my God always when I 
remember you in my prayers, 5 because 
I hear of your love and of the faith which 
you have toward the Lord Jesus and all 
the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing 
of your faith may promote the knowl¬ 
edge of all the good that is ours in 
Christ. 7 For I have derived much joy 
and comfort from your love, my brother, 
because the hearts of the saints have 
been refreshed through you. 

8 Accordingly, though I am bold 
enough in Christ to command you to do 
what is required, 9 yet for love’s sake 
I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an 
ambassador® and now a prisoner also 
for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal to you for 
my child, Ones'imus, whose father I 
have become in my imprisonment, 
h (Formerly he was useless to you, but 
now he is indeed useful 6 to you and to 
me.) 12 I am sending him back to you, 
sending my very heart. 13 I would have 
been glad to keep him with me, in order 


that he might serve me on your behalf 
during my imprisonment for the gospel; 
14 but I preferred to do nothing without 
your consent in order that vour good¬ 
ness might not be by compulsion but of 
your own free will. 

15 Perhaps this is why he was parted 
from you for a while, that you might 
have him back for ever, 16 no longer as 
a slave but more than a slave, as a be¬ 
loved brother, especially to me but how 
much more to you, both in the flesh and 
in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me 
your partner, receive him as you would 
receive me. 18 If he has wronged you 
at all, or owes you anything, charge that 
to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with 
my own hand, I will repay it—to say 
nothing of your owing me even your 
own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some 
benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh 
my heart in Christ. 

21 Confident of your obedience, I 
write to you, knowing that you will do 
even more than I say. ^At the same 
time, prepare a guest room for me, for 
I am Roping through your prayers to 
be granted to you. 

23 Ep'aphras, my fellow prisoner in 
Christ Jesus, sends greetings to you, 
24 and so do Mark, Aristar'chus, Demas, 
and Luke, my fellow workers. 

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with your spirit* 


® Or an old i ton * The name Oncsimui _ 

Si Rom 1.7. 4t Rom 1.8. lOt Col 4.9. 23s Col T 7; 4.12. 


usrful or (compare ▼»*« 20) btntfctaJ 

' "2. Mi Col 4.10, 14. 



THE LETTER TO THE 


HEBREWS 


I ln many and various ways God and thy years will never end.” 

spoke of old to our fathers by the But to what angel has he ever said, 

prophets; 2 but in these last days he has “Sit at my right hand, 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he ap- till I make thy enemies 

pointed the heir of all things, through a stool for thy feet’? 

whom also he created the world. 3 He 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent 
reilects the glory of God and bears the forth to serve, for the sake of those who 
yen' stamp of his nature, upholding the are to obtain salvation? 
universe by his word of power. When Therefore we must pay the closer 

he had made purification for sins, he attention to what we have heard, 
sat down at the right hand of the lest we drift away from it. 2 For if the 
Majesty on high, 4 having become as message declared by angels was valid 
much superior to angels as the name he and every transgression or disobedience 
has obtained is more excellent than received a just retribution, 3 how shall 
theirs. we escape if we neglect such, a great 

5 For to what angel did God ever say, salvation? It was declared at first by the 
“Thou art my Son, Lord, and it was attested to us by those 

today I have begotten thee”? who heard him, 4 while God also bore 

Or again, witness by signs and wonders and 

“I will be to him a father, various miracles and by gifts of the 

and he shall be to me a son”? Holy Spirit distributed according to his 

6 And again, when he brings the first- own will. 

bom into the world, he says, 5 For it was not to angels that God 

“Let all God’s angels worship him .” subjected the world to come, of which 
7 Of the angels he says, we are speaking. 6 It has been testified 

“Who makes his angels winds, somewhere, 

and his servants flames of fire.” “What is man that thou art mindful 

8 But of the Son he says, of him, 

“Thy throne, O God,° is for ever and or the son of man, that thou carest 
ever, for him? 

the righteous sceptre is the sceptre 7 Thou didst make him for a little while 
of thy* kingdom. lower than the angels, 

* Thou hast loved righteousness and thou hast crowned him with glory 
hated lawlessness; and honour, 4 

therefore God, thy God, has anointed 8 putting everything in subjection 
thee under his feet.” 

with the oil of gladness beyond thy Now in putting everything in subjection 
comrades.” to him, he left nothing outside his con- 

10 And, trol. As it is, we do not yet see every- 

“Thou, Lord, didst found the earth thing in subjection to him. 9 But we see 
in the beginning, Jesus, who for a little while was made 

and the heavens are the work of thy lower than the angels, crowned with 
hands; glory and honour because of the suffer- 

11 they will perish, but thou remainest; mg of death, so that by the grace of God 
they will all grow old like a garment, he might taste death for every one. 

12 like a mantle thou wilt roll diem up, 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom 
and they will be changed. 6 and by whom all things exist, in bring- 

But thou art the same, ing many sons to glory, should make the 

* Or God is thy throne * Other andent authorities read hit e Other ancient authorities add like < 

4 Other andent authorities insert and didst set him over the works of thy hands 

1.5: Ps 2.7; 2 Sam 7.14. l.St Deut 32.43 (Sejptuagint); Ps 97.7. 1.7: Pa 104.4. 14US: Pa 45.6*7. 
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pioneer of their salvation perfect through 9 where your fathers put me to the test 
suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and and saw my works for forty years, 
those who are sanctified have all one 10 Therefore I was provoked with that 
origin. That is why he is not ashamed generation, 

to call them brethren, 12 saying, and said, ‘They always go astray in 

“I will proclaim thy name to my their hearts; 

brethren, they have not known my ways/ 

in the midst of the congregation I will 11 As I swore in my wrath, 

praise thee.” ‘They shall never enter my rest/ ” 

33 And again, 12 Take care, brethren, lest there be in 

“I will put my trust in him.” any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, 

And again, leading you to fall away from the living 

“Here am I, and the children God God. *3 But exhort one another every 
has given me.” day, as long as it is called “today,” that 

14 Since therefore the children share none of you may be hardened by the 
in flesh and blood, he himself likewise deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we share in 
partook of the same nature, that through Christ, if only we hold our first confi- 
death he might destroy him who has the dence firm to the end, 15 while it is said, 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and “Today, when you hear his voice, 
deliver all those who through fear of do not harden your hearts 
death were subject to lifelong bondage. as in the rebellion.” 

16 For surely it is not with angels that 16 Who were they that heard and yet 
he is concerned but with the descend- were rebellious? Was it not all those who 
ants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had left Egypt under the leadership of 
to be made like his brethren in every Moses? * 7 And with whom was he 
respect, so that he might become a provoked forty years? Was it not with 
merciful and faithful high priest in the those who sinned, whose bodies fell in 
service of God, to make expiation for the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he 
the sins of the people. 18 For because he swear that they should never enter his 
himself has suffered and been tempted, rest, but to those who were disobedient? 
he is able tc help those who are tempted. 19 So we see that they were unable to 

enter because of unbelief. 

3 Therefore, holy brethren, who A Therefore, while the promise of 
share in a heavenly call, consider “ entering his rest remains, let us fear 
Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our lest any of you be judged to have failed 
confession. 2 He was faithful to him to reach it. 2 For good news came to us 
who appointed him, just as Moses also just as to them; but the message which 
was faithful in e God’s house. 3 Yet they heard did not benefit them, because 
Jesus has been counted worthy of as it did not meet with faith in the hearers.* 
much more glory than Moses as the 3 For we who have believed enter that 
builder of a house has more honour than rest, as he has said, 
the house. 4 (For every house is built by “As I swore in my wrath, 

some one, but the builder of all things ‘They shall never enter my rest,’ ” 

is God.} 5 Now Moses was faithful m although his works were finished from 
all God*s house as a servant, to testify the foundation of the world. 4 For he 
to the things that were to be spoken has somewhere spoken of the seventh 
later, 6 but Christ was faithful over day in this way, “And God rested on 
God’s/ house as a / son. And we are his the seventh day from all his works.” 
house if we hold fast our confidence and 5 And again in this place he said, 
pride in our hope.* “They shall never enter my rest/* 

7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, 6 Since therefore it remains far some to 
“Today, when you hear his voice, enter it, and those who formerly re¬ 
ft do not harden your hearts as in the ceived the good news failed to enter 
rebellion, because of disobedience, 7 again he sets 

on the day of testing in the wilderness, a certain day, “Today,” saying through 

f O**? 61 ®ncicnt authorities insert all t Grc 0 Other ancient authorities insert firm to the end 

* Other manuscripts read they were not united in faith with the heat 

2.12: Ps 22.22. 2.13: Is 8.17-18. 2.16: Is 41.8-9. 3.2: Num 12.7. 3.5: Num 12.7. 3.7-11: Ps 95.7- 11. 

3.15: Ps 95.7-8. 3.18-181 Num 14.1-35. 3.17: Num 14.29. 4£t Pa 95.11. 4 At G ax 2.2. 4 Jit Pa 95.1L 
4.7: Pa 95.7-8. 
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David so long afterward, in the words fered up prayers and supplications, with 
already quoted, loud cries and tears, to him who was 

“Today, when you hear his voice, able to save him from death, and he was 

do not harden your hearts/* heard for his godly fear. 8 Although he 

8 For if Joshua had given them rest, was a Son, he learned obedience 
God* would not speak later of another through what he suffered; 9 and being 
day. 9 So then, there remains a sabbath made perfect he became the source of 
rest for the people of God; 10 for who- eternal salvation to all who obey him, 
ever enters God’s rest also ceases from 10 being designated by God a high 
his labours as God did from his. priest after the order of Melchiz'edek* 

11 Let us therefore strive to enter 11 About this we have much to say 
that rest, that no one fall by the same which is hard to explain, since you have 
sort of disobedience. 12 For the word of become dull of hearing. 12 For though 
God is living and active, sharper than by this time you ought to be teachers, 
any two-edged sword, piercing to the you need some one to teach you again 
division of soul and spirit, of joints and the first principles of God*s word. You 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts need milk, not solid food; 13 for every 
and intentions of the heart. 13 And be- one who lives on milk is unskilled in the 
fore him no creature is hidden, but all word of righteousness, for he is a child 
are open and laid bare to the eyes of him 14 But solid food is for the mature, for 
with whom we have to do. those who have their faculties trained 

by practice to distinguish good from 
14 Since then we have a great high evil. 

E riest who has passed through the 

eavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us /Z Therefore let us leave the elemen- 
hold fast our confession. ^ For we have Lr tary doctrines of Christ and go on to 
not a high priest who is unable to maturity, not laying again a foundation 
sympathise with our weaknesses, but of repentance from dead works and of 
one who In every respect has been faith toward God, 2 with instruction* 
tempted as we are, yet without sinning, about ablutions, the laying on of hands, 
16 Let us then with confidence draw the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
near to the throne of grace, that we may judgment. 3 And this we will do if God 
receive mercy and find grace to help in permits.* 4 For it is impossible to restore 
time of need. again to repentance those who have once 

5 For every high priest chosen from been enlightened, who have tasted the 
among men is appointed to act on heavenly gift, and have become par- 
behalf of men in relation to God, to takers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 
offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He tasted the goodness of the word of God 
can deal gently with the ignorant and and the powers of the age to come, if 
wayward, since he himself is beset with they then commit apostasy, since they 
weakness. 3 Because of this he is bound crucify the Son of God on their own 
to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well account and hold him up to contempt, 
as for those of the people. 4 And one 7 For land which has drunk the rain 
does not take the honour upon himself, that often falls upon it, and brings forth 
but he is called by God, just as Aaron vegetation useful to those for whose 
was. sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing 

5 So also Christ did not exalt himself from God. 8 But if it bears thorns and 
to be made a high priest, but was ap- thistles, it is worthless and near to being 
pointed by him who said to him, cursed; its end is to be burned. 

“Thou art my Son, 9 Though we speak thus, yet in your 

today I have begotten thee”; case, beloved, we feel sure of better 

® as he says also in another place, things that belong to salvation. 10 For 

“Thou art a priest for ever, God is not so unjust as to overlook your 

after the order of Melchiz'edek ” work and the love which you showed for 
7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus-* of- his sake in serving the saints, as you still 

* Greek ht i Greek he * Other ancient manuscripts read of instruction 
1 Other ancient manuscripts read let us do this if God permits 

4.10: Gen 2.2. 5.5: Ps 2.7. 5.6: Pa 110.4. 5.7: Mt 26.36-46; Mk 14.32-42; Lk 22.40-46. 

5.10: Ps 110.4. 6.8: Gen 3.17-18. 
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do. 11 And we desire each one of you to 
show the same earnestness in realising 
the full assurance of hope until the end, 
>2 so that you may not be sluggish, but 
imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises. 

13 For when God made a promise to 
Abraham, since he had no one greater 
by whom to swear, he swore by himself. 
m saying, “Surely I will bless you ana 
multiply you.” ”And thus Abraham, m 
having patiently endured, obtained the 
promise. 16 Men indeed swear by a 
greater than themselves, and in all their 
disputes an oath is final for confirma¬ 
tion. 17 So when God desired to show 
more convincingly to the heirs of the 

E romise the unchangeable character of 
is purpose, he interposed with an oath, 
18 so that through two unchangeable 
things, in which it is impossible that 
God should prove false, we who have 
fled for refuge might have strong en¬ 
couragement to seize the hope set before 
us. 19 We have this as a sure and stead¬ 
fast anchor of the soul, a hope that 
enters into the inner shnne behind the 
curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a 
forerunner on our behalf, having be¬ 
come a high priest for ever after the 
order of Melchiz'edek. 

7 For this Melchiz'edek, king of 
Salem, priest of the Most High 
God, met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings and blessed him; 
2 and to him Abraham apportioned a 
tenth part of everything. He is first, by 
translation of his name, king of right¬ 
eousness, and then he is also king of 
Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is 
without father or mother or genealogy, 
and has neither beginning of days 
nor end of life, but resembling the 
Son of God he continues a priest for 
ever. 

4 See how great he is! Abraham the 
patriarch gave him a tithe of the spoils. 
5 And those descendants of Levi who 
receive the priestly office have a com¬ 
mandment in the law to take tithes from 
the people, that is, from their brethren, 
though these also are descended from 
Abraham. 6 But this man who has not 
their genealogy received tithes from 
Abraham and blessed him who had the 
promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the 


inferior is blessed by the superior. 
8 Here tithes are received by mortal 
men; there, by one of whom it is testi¬ 
fied that he lives. 9 One might even say 
that Levi himself, who receives tithes, 
paid tithes through Abraham, 10 for he 
was still in the loins of his ancestor 
when Melchiz'edek met him. 

11 Now if perfection had been attain¬ 
able through the Levitical priesthood 
(for under it the people received the 
law), what further need would there 
have been for another priest to arise 
after the order of Melchiz'edek, rather 
than one named after the order of 
Aaron? 12 For when there is a change in 
the priesthood, there is necessarily 
a change in the law as well. 13 For the 
one of whom these things axe spoken 
belonged to another tribe, from which 
no one has ever served at the altar. 
14 For it is evident that our Lord was 
descended from Judah, and in connec¬ 
tion with that tribe Moses said nothing 
about priests. 

15 This becomes even more evident 
when another priest arises in the like¬ 
ness of Melchiz'edek, 16 who has be¬ 
come a priest, not according to a legal 
requirement concerning bodily descent 
but by the power of an indestructible 
life. 17 For it is witnessed of him, 
“Thou art a priest for ever, 
after the order of Melchiz'edek.” 

18 On the one hand, a former command¬ 
ment is set aside because of its weakness 
and uselessness 19 (for the law made 
nothing perfect); on the other hand, a 
better hope is introduced, through 
which we draw near to God. 

20 And it was not without an oath. 

21 Those who formerly became priests 
took their office without an oath, but 
this one was addressed with an oath, 

“The Lord has sworn 
and will not change his mind, 

‘Thou art a priest for ever/ ” . 

22 This makes Jesus the surety of a 
better covenant. 

23 The former priests were many in 
number, because they were prevented 
by death from continuing in office; 
24 but he holds his priesthood per¬ 
manently, because he continues for 
ever. 23 Consequently he is able for all 
time to save those who draw near to 
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God through him, since he always lives for they did not continue in my 
to make intercession for them. covenant, 

26 For it was fitting that we should and so I paid no heed to them, says 
have such a high priest, holy, blameless, the Lord. 

unstained, separated from sinners, ex- 10 T his is the covenant that I will make 
alted above the heavens. 27 He has no with the house of Israel 

need, like those high priests, to offer after those days, says the Lord: 
sacrifices daily, first for his own sins I will put my laws into their minds, 
and then for those of the people; he did and write them on their hearts, 
this once for all when he offered up him- and I will be their God, 
self, 28 Indeed, the law appoints men in and they shall be my people, 
their weakness as high priests, but the 11 And they shall not teach every one 
word of the oath, which came later than his fellow 

the law, appoints a Son who has been or every one his brother, saying, 
made perfect for ever. ‘Know the Lord/ 

for all shall know me, 

8 Now the point in what we are say- from the least of them to the greatest. 

ing is this: we have such a high 12 For I will be merciful toward their 
priest, one who is seated at the right iniquities, 

hand of the throne of the Majesty in and I will remember their sins no 
heaven, 2 a minister in the sanctuary and more.’' 

the true tent n which is set up not by 13 In speaking of a new covenant he 
man but by the Lord. 3 For every high treats the first as obsolete. And what is 
priest is appointed to offer gifts and becoming obsolete and growing old 
sacrifices; hence it is necessary for this is ready to vanish away, 
priest also to have something to offer. Q Now even the first covenant had 
4 Now if he were on earth, he would not ^ regulations for worship and an 
be a priest at all, since there are priests earthly sanctuary. 2 For a tent? was pre- 
who offer gifts according to the law. pared, the outer one, in which were the 
5 They serve a copy and shadow of the lampstand and the table and the bread 
heavenly sanctuary; for when Moses of the Presence;« it is called the Holy 
was about to erect the tent,” he was Place. 3 Behind the second curtain 
instructed by God, saying, “See that stood a tent? called the Holy of Holies, 
you make everything according to the 4 having the golden altar of incense and 
pattern which was shown you on the the ark of the covenant covered on all 
mountain.” 6 But as it is, Christ 0 has sides with gold, which contained a 
obtained a ministry which is as much golden urn holding the manna, and 
more excellent than the old as the cove- Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables 
nant he mediates is better, since it is of the covenant; 5 above it were the 
enacted on better promises. 7 For if that cherubim of glory overshadowing the 
first covenant had been faultless, there mercy seat. Of these things we cannot 
would have been no occasion for a now speak in detail, 
second. 6 These preparations having thus 

8 For he finds fault with them when been made, the priests go continually 
he says: into the outer tent,? performing their 

“The days will come, says the ritual duties £ 7 but into the second only 
Lord, the high priest goes, and he but once 

when I will establish a new covenant a year, and not without taking blood 
with the house of Israel which he offers for himself and for the 

and with the house of Judah; errors of the people. 8 By this the Holy 

9 not like the covenant that I made Spirit indicates that the way into the 
with their fathers sanctuary is not yet opened as long as 

on the day when I took them by the the outer tent p is still standing 9 (which 
hand is symbolic for the present age). Ac- 

to lead them out of the land of cording to this arrangement, gifts and 
Egypt; sacrifices are offered which cannot per- 

* Or tabernacle 9 Greek he * Or tabernacle 9 Greek the presentation of the loaves 
7.28s Ps 110.4. 8.1: Ps 110.1. 8.5s Ex 25.40. 8.8-12: Jer 31.31-34. 9.1 -10s Ex 25.10-40, 

9.2: Lev 21 5 9.3: Ex 26.31-33. 9.4: Ex 30.1-5; 16 32-31; Num 17 8-10. 9.7: Lev 16. 
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feet the conscience of the worshipper, a copy of the true one, but into heaven 
10 but deal only with food and drink itself, now to appear in the presence of 
and various ablutions, regulations for God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer 
the body imposed until the time of himself repeatedly, as the high priest 
reformation. enters the Holy Place yearly with blood 

11 But when Christ appeared as a not his own; 26 for then he would have 
high priest of the good things that have had to suffer repeatedly since the 
come/ then through the greater and foundation of the world. But as it is, 
more perfect tent? (not made with he has appeared once for all at the end 
hands, that is, not of this creation) of the age to put away sin by the sacri- 
12 he entered once for all into the Holy fice of himself. 27 And just as it is ap- 
Place, taking® not the blood of goats and pointed for men to die once, and after 
calves but his own blood, thus securing that comes judgment, so Christ, 
an eternal redemption. 13 For if the having been offered once to bear the 
sprinkling of defiled persons with the sins of many, will appear a second time, 
blood of goats and bulls and with the not to deal with sin but to save those 
ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purifi- wiio are eagerly waiting for him. 
cation of the flesh, 14 how much more *1 A For since the law has but a 
shall the blood of Christ, who through XU shadow of the good things to 
the eternal Spirit offered himself with- come instead of the true form of these 
out blemish to God, purify your ( con- realities, it can never, by the same sacri- 
science from dead works to serve the fices which are continually offered year 
living God. after year, make perfect those who draw 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have 
new covenant, so that those who are ceased to be offered? If the worshippers 
called may receive the promised eternal had once been cleansed, they would no 
inheritance, since a death has occurred longer have any consciousness of sin. 
which redeems them from the trangres- 3 gut in these sacrifices there is a re- 
sions under the first covenant." For minder of sin year after year. 4 For it is 
where a will" is involved, the death of impossible that the blood of bulls and 
the one who made it must be estab- goats should take away sins, 
lished. 17 For a will" takes effect only at 5. Consequently, when Christ r came 
death, since it is not in force as long as into the world, he said, 
the one who made it is alive. 18 Hence “Sacrifices and offerings thou hast 
even the first covenant was not ratified not desired, 

without blood. 19 For when every com- but a body hast thou prepared for me; 

mandment of the law had been declared 6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 
by Moses to all the people, he took the thou hast taken no pleasure, 

blood of calves and goats, with water 7 Then I said, ‘Lo, I have come to do 
and scarlet wool and hyssop, and thy will, O God,* 

sprinkled both the book itself and all the as it is written of me in the roll of the 
people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of book.” 

the covenant which God commanded 8 When he said above, “Thou hast 
you.” 21 And in the same way he neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sprinkled with the blood both the tent* sacrifices and offerings and burnt offer- 
and all the vessels used in worship, ings and sin offerings” (these are 
22 Indeed, under the law almost every- offered according to the law), 9 then he 
thing is purified with blood, and with- added, “Lo, I have come to do thy 
out the shedding of blood there is no will.” He abolishes the first in order to 
forgiveness of sins. establish the second. 10 And by that will 

23 Thus it was necessary for the we have been sanctified through the of- 
copies of the heavenly things to be puri- fering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
fied with these rites, but the heavenly for all. 

things themselves with better sacrifices 11 And every priest stands daily at 
than these. 24 For Christ has entered, his service, offering repeatedly the same 
not into a sanctuary made with hands, sacrifices, which can never take away 

f Or tabernacle r Other manuscripts read good things to come " Greek through 
' Other manuscripts read our " The Greek word here used means both covenant and will 
•.13: Lev 16.6, 16{ Num 19.9, 17-18. S.18-20t Ex 24.6-8. 10.5-9! Pa 40.6-8. 



Nature of faith 
sins. 12 But when Christ"' had offered 
for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of God, 
13 then to wait until his enemies should 
be made a stool for his feet. 14 For by 
a single offering he has perfected for all 
time those who are sanctified. 15 And the 
Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for 
after saying, 

i 6 “This is the covenant that I will 
make with them 

after those days, says the Lord: 

I will put my laws on their hearts, 

and write them on their minds,” 

& 7 then he adds, 

“I will remember their sins and their 
misdeeds no more.” 

* 8 Where there is forgiveness of these, 
there is no longer any offering for sin. 

19 Therefore, brethren, since we 
have confidence to enter the sanctuary 
by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and 
living way which he opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, through his 
flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest 
over the house of God, 22 let us draw 
near with a true heart in full assurance 
of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold 
fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for he who promised is faith¬ 
ful; 24 and let us consider how to stir up 
one another to love and good works, 
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. 

26 For if we sin deliberately after 
receiving the knowledge of the truth, 
there no longer remains a sacrifice for 
sins, 27 but a fearful prospect of judg¬ 
ment, and a fury of fire which will con¬ 
sume the adversaries. 28 A man who has 
violated the law of Moses dies without 
mercy at the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. 29 How much worse punish¬ 
ment do you think will be deserved by 
the man who has spumed the Son of 
God, and profaned the blood of the 
covenant by which he was sanctified, 
and outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For 
we know him who said, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay.” And. again, “The 
Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a 

** Greek this one 
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fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. 

32 But recall the former days when, 
after you were enlightened, you endured 
a hard struggle with sufferings, 33 some¬ 
times being publicly exposed to abuse 
and affliction, and sometimes being 
partners with those so treated. 34 For 
you had compassion on the prisoners, 
and you joyfully accepted the plunder¬ 
ing of your property, since you knew 
that you yourselves had a better pos¬ 
session and an abiding one. 35 Therefore 
do not throw away your confidence, 
which has a great reward. 36 For you 
have need of endurance, so that you 
may do the will of God and receive 
what is promised. 

37 “For yet a little while, 

and the coming one shall come and 
shall not tarry; 

38 but my righteous one shall live by 

faith, 

and if he shrinks back, 

my soul has no pleasure in him.” 

39 But we are not of those who shrink 
back and are destroye'd, but of those 
who have faith and keep their souls. 

H Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen. 2 For by it the men 
of old received divine approval. 3 By 
faith we understand that the world was 
created by the word of God, so that 
what is seen was made out of things 
which do not appear. 

4 By faith Abel offered to God si 
more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he received approval as 
righteous, God bearing witness by ac¬ 
cepting his gifts; he died, but through 
his faith he is still speaking. 5 By faith 
Enoch was taken up so that he should 
not see death; and he was not found, 
because God had taken him. Now before 
he was taken he was attested as having 
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is 
impossible to please him. For whoever 
would draw near to God must believe 
that he exists and that he rewards those 
who seek him. 7 By faith Noah, being 
warned by God concerning events as 
yet unseen, took heed and constructed 
an ark for the saving of his household; 
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by this he condemned the world and the Israelites and gave directions con- 
became an heir of the righteousness ceming his burial.* 


which comes by faith. 

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he 
was called to go out to a place which he 
was to receive as an inheritance; and he 
went out, not knowing where he was to 
go. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land 
of promise, as in a foreign land, living 
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with 
him of the same promise. 10 For he 
looked forward to the city which has 
foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself re¬ 
ceived power to conceive, even when 
she was past the age, since she con¬ 
sidered him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were bom descendants as 
many as the stars of heaven and as the 
innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore. 

13 These all died in faith, not having 
received what was promised, but having 
seen it and greeted it from afar, and 
having acknowledged that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For 
people who speak thus make it dear 
that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If 
they had been thinking of that land 
from which they had gone out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. 
16 But as it is, they desire a better 
country, that is, a heavenly one. There¬ 
fore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he has prepared for them 
a city. 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was 
tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises was ready to offer 
up his only son, 18 of whom it was said, 
“Through Isaac shall your descendants 
be named.” 19 He considered that God 
was able to raise men even from the 
dead; hence, figuratively speaking, he 
did receive him back. 20 By faith Isaac 
invoked future blessings on Jacob and 
Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, 
bowing in worship over the head of his 
staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at the end of 
bis life, made mention of the exodus of 


23 By faith Moses, when he was bom, 
was hid for three months by his parents, 
because they saw that the child was 
beautiful; and they were not afraid of 
the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when 
he was grown up, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choos¬ 
ing rather to share ill-treatment with 
the people of God than to enjoy the 
fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He con¬ 
sidered abuse suffered for the Christ 
greater wealth than the treasures of 
Egypt, for he looked to the reward. 

27 By faith he left Egypt, not being 
afraid of the anger of the king; for he 
endured as seeing him who is invisible. 

28 By faith he kept the Passover and 
sprinkled the blood, so that the De¬ 
stroyer of the first-bom might not 
touch them. 

29 By faith the people crossed the 
Red Sea as if on dry land; but the 
Egyptians, when they attempted to do 
the same, were drowned. 30 By faith the 
walls of Jericho fell down after they had 
been encircled for seven days. 31 By 
faith Rahab the harlot did not perish 
with those who were disobedient, be¬ 
cause she had given friendly welcome 
to the spies. 

32 And what more shall I say? For 
time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 
Samuel and the prophets— 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, 
enforced justice, received promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched 
raging fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. 35 Women received 
their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, that 
they might rise again to a better life. 

36 Others suffered mocking and scourg¬ 
ing, and even chains and imprisonment, 

37 They were stoned, they were sawn in 
two,* they were killed with the sword; 
they went about in skins of sheep and 
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated— 


* Greek bona * Other manuscript* add thty toert tempted 
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Benefit of discipline 2'. 

38 of whom the world was not worthy 
—wandering over deserts and moun¬ 
tains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth. 

39 And all these, though well at¬ 
tested by their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, 40 since God had 
foreseen something better for us, that 
apart from us they should not be made 
perfect. 

| Therefore, since we are sur- 
JtLJkf rounded by so gTeat a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking 
to Jesus the pioneer and perfectcr of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seared at the right hand of 
the throne of God. 

3 Consider him who endured from 
sinners such hostility against himself*, so 
that you may not grow weary or faint¬ 
hearted. 4 In your struggle against sin 
you have not yet resisted^ to the point of 
shedding your blood. 5 And have you 
forgotten the exhortation which ad¬ 
dresses you as sons?— 

“My son, do not regard lightly the 
discipline of the Lord, 
nor lose courage when you are pun¬ 
ished by him. 

* For the Lord disciplines him whom 

he loves, 

and chastises every son whom he 
receives.” 

7 It is for discipline that you have to 
endure. God is treating you as sons; for 
what son is there whom his father does 
not discipline? 8 If you are left without 
discipline, in which all have partici¬ 
pated, then you are illegitimate children 
and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have 
had earthly fathers to discipline us and 
we respected them. Shall we not much 
more be subject to the Father of spirits 
and live? 10 For they disciplined us for 
a short time at their pleasure, but he 
disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share his holiness. 11 For the moment 
all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant; later it yields the peaceful 
fruit of righteousness to those who have 
been trained by it. 

* Or angels, and to the festal gathering and assembly 
12.2: Ps 110.1. 124-6: Prov 3.11-12. 12.12: Is 35.3. 
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12.18-19: Ex 19.12-22: 20.18-21; Deut 4.11-12; 5.22-2 
1244: Gen 4.10. 1245: Ex 20.19. 1246: Hag 2.6. 


1 HEBREWS 12 

12 Therefore lift your drooping hands 
and strengthen your weak knees, 13 and 
make straight paths for your feet, so 
that what is lame may not be put out of 
joint but rather be healed. 14 Strive for 
peace with all men, and for the holiness 
without which no one will see the Lord. 
15 See to it that no one fail to obtain the 
grace of God; that no “root of bitter¬ 
ness” spring up and cause trouble, and 
by it the many become defiled; 10 that 
no one be immoral or irreligious like 
Esau, who sold his birthright for a 
single meal. 17 For you know that after¬ 
ward, when he desired to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, for he found 
no chance to repent, though he sought 
it with tears. 

18 For you have not come to what 
may be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 
19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a 
voice whose words made the hearers 
entreat that no further messages be 
spoken to them. 20 For they could not 
endure the order that was given ? “If 
even a beast touches the mountain, it 
shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying 
was the sight that Moses said, “1 trem¬ 
ble with fear.” 22 But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable angels m festal gathering, 
23 and to the assembly* of the first-born 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to a 
judge who is God of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, 24 and 
to Jesus, the mediator of a new cove¬ 
nant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks more graciously than the blood 
of Abel. 

25 See that you do not refuse him 
who is speaking. For if they did not 
escape when they refused him who 
warned them on earth, much less shall 
we escape if we reject him who warns 
from heaven. 26 His voice then shook 
the earth; but now he has promised, 
“Yet once more I will shake not only 
the earth but also the heaven.” 27 This 
phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the 
removal of what is shaken, as of what 
has been made, in order that what can¬ 
not be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore 
let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 

12.13: Prov 4.26 (Septungint). 
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that cannot be shaken, and thus let 
us offer to God acceptable worship, 
with reverence and awe; 29 for our God 
is a consuming fire. 

1 ^ Let brotherly love continue. 

2 Do not neglect to show hos¬ 
pitality to strangers, for thereby some 
have entertained angels unawares. 3 Re¬ 
member those who are in prison, as 
though in prison with them; and those 
who are ill-treated, since you also are 
in the body. 4 Let marriage be held in 
honour among all, and let the marriage 
bed be undefiled; for God will iudge the 
immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep your 
life free from love of money, and be 
content with what you have; for he has 
said, “I will never fail you nor forsake 
you.*’ 6 Hence we can confidently say, 
“The Lord is my helper, 

I will not be afraid; 
what can man do to me?” 

7 Remember your leaders, those who 
spoke to you the word of God; consider 
the outcome of their life, and imitate 
their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and for ever. 9 Do 
not be led away by diverse and strange 
teachings; for it is well that the heart be 
strengthened by grace, not by foods, 
which have not benefited their ad¬ 
herents. 10 We have an altar from which 
those who serve the tent" have no right 
to eat. For the bodies of those animals 
whose blood is brought into the sanc¬ 
tuary by the high priest as a sacrifice for 
sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So 
Jesus also suffered outside the gate in 
order to sanctify the people through his 


Prayer arid benediction 
own blood. 13 Therefore let us go forth 
to him outside the camp, bearing abuse 
for him. 14 For here we have no lasting 
city, but we seek the city which is to 
come. 15 Through him then let us con¬ 
tinually offer up a sacrifice of praise to 
God, that is, the fruit of lips that ac¬ 
knowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect 
to do good and to share what you have, 
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

17 Obey your leaders and submit to 
them; for they are keeping watch over 
your souls, as men who will have to give 
account. Let them do this joyfully, and 
not sadly, for that would be of no 
advantage to you. 

18 Pray for us, for we are sure that we 
have a clear conscience, desiring to act 
honourably in all tilings. 19 I urge you 
the more earnestly to do this in order 
that I may be restored to you the sooner, 

20 Now may the God of peace who 
brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 
by the blood of the eternal covenant, 
21 equip you with everything good that 
you may do his will, working in you* 
that which is pleasing in his sight, 
through Jesus Christ ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

22 I appeal to you, brethren, bear 
with my word of exhortation, for I have 
written to you briefly, 23 You should 
understand that our brother Timothy 
has been released, with whom I shall 
see you if he comes soon. 24 Greet all 
your leaders and all the saints. Those 
who come from Italy send you greet¬ 
ings. 25 Grace be with all of you. Amen. 
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THE LETTER OF 

JAMES 


1 James, a servant of God and of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

To the twelve tribes in the Disper¬ 
sion : 

Greeting. 

2 Count it all joy, my brethren, when 


you meet various trials, 3 for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking in noth¬ 
ing. 

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 


* Or tabernacle * Other ancient authorities read us 

12.29: Deut 4.24. 13.2: Gen 18.1-8; 19.1-3. 13.5: Dcut 31.6, 8; Josh 1.5. 13.6: Ps 118.0. 

13.11, 13: Lev 16.27. 13.15: Lev 7.12; la 57.19; Hos 14.2. 13.20: Is 63.11; Zech 9.11; Is 55.3; Ezek 37.26. 
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ssk God, who gives to all men gen- being no hearer that forgets but a doer 
erously and without reproaching, and it that acts, he shall be blessed in his 
will be given him. 6 But let him ask in doing. 

faith, with no doubting, for he who 26 If any one thinks he is religious, 
doubts is like a wave of the sea that is and does not bridle his tongue but de- 
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 8 For ceives his heart, this man's religion is 
that person must not suppose that a vain. 27 Religion that is pure and unde- 
double-minded man, unstable in all his filed before God and the Father is this: 
ways, will receive anything from the to visit orphans and widows in their 
Lord. affliction, and to keep oneself unstained 

9 Let the lowly brother boast in his from the world, 
exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humilia¬ 
tion, because like the flower of the My brethren, show no partiality as 

grass he will pass away. 11 For the sun X you hold the faith of our Lord Jesus 
rises with its scorching heat and withers Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man 
the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty with gold rings and in fine clothing 
perishes. So will the rich man fade comes into your assembly, and a poor 
away in the midst of his pursuits. man in shabby clothing also comes in, 

12 Blessed is the man who endures 3 and you pay attention to the one who 
trial, for when he has stood the test he wears the fine clothing and say, “Have 
will receive the crown of life which God a seat here, please,” while you say to the 
has promised to those who love him. poor man, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my 
13 Let no one say when he is tempted, feet,” 4 have you not made distinctions 
“I am tempted by God”; for God among yourselves, and become judges 
cannot be tempted with evil and he with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved 
himself tempts no one; 14 but each per- brethren. Has not God chosen those 
son is tempted when he is lured and who are poor in the world to be rich in 
enticed by his own desire. 15 Then faith and heirs of the kingdom which he 
desire when it has conceived gives birth has promised to those who love him? 
to sin; and sin when it is full-grown 6 But you have dishonoured the poor 
brings forth death. man. Is it not the rich who oppress you, 

16 Do not be deceived, my beloved is it not they who drag you into court? 
brethren. 17 Every good endowment 7 Is it not they who blaspheme that 
and every perfect gift is from above, honourable name by which you are 
coming down from the Father of lights called? 

with whom there is no variation or 8 If you really fulfil the royal law, 
shadow due to change." 18 Of his own. according to the scripture, “You shall 
will he brought us forth by the word of love your neighbour as yourself,” you do 
truth that we should be a kind of first well. 9 But if you show partiality, you 
fruits of his creatures. commit sin, and are convicted by the 

19 Know this, my beloved brethren, law as transgressors. 10 For whoever 
Let every man be quick to hear, slow to keeps the whole law but fails in one 
speak, slow to anger, 20 for the anger of point has become guilty of all of it. 
man does not work the righteousness of « For he who said, “Do not commit 
God. 21 Therefore put away all filthi- adultery,” said also, “Do not kill.” If 
ness and rank growth of wickedness and you do not commit adultery but do kill, 
receive with meekness the implanted you have become a transgressor of the 
word, which is able to save your souls, law. 12 So speak and so act as those who 
22 But be doers of the word, and not are to be judged under the law of liberty, 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one 

23 For if any one is a hearer of the word who has shown no mercy; yet mercy 
and not a doer, he is like a man who triumphs over judgment. 

observes his natural face in a mirror; 14 What does it profit, my brethren, 

24 for he observes himself and goes if a man says he has faith but has not 
away and at once forgets what he was works? Can his faith save him? 13 if a 
like. 25 But he who looks into the perfect brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack 
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, of daily food, 16 and one of you says to 

* Other ancient authorities read variation due to a shadow of turning 
1.10-llt Is 40.6-7. 2.8: Lev 19.18. 2.11: Ex 20.13-14; Deut 5.17-18. 
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them, “Go in peace, be warmed and tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of 
filled/* without giving them the things deadly poison. 9 With it we bless the 
needed for the body, what does it profit? Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
i 7 So faith by itself, if it has no works, men, who are made in the likeness of 
is dead. God. 10 From the same mputh come 

18 But some one will say, “You have blessing and cursing. My brethren, this? 
faith and I have works.” Show me your ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring 
faith apart from your works, and I by pour forth from the same opening fresh 
my works will show you my faith, water and brackish? 12 Can a fig tree, 
19 You believe that God is one; you do my brethren, yield olives, or a grapevine 
well. Even the demons believe—and figs? No more can salt water yield 
shudder. 20 Do you want to be shown, fresh. 

you foolish fellow, that faith apart from 13 Who is wise and understanding 
works is barren? 21 Was not Abraham among you? By his good life let him 
our father justified by works, when he show his works in the meekness o' 
offered his son Isaac upon the altar? wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter 
22 i You see that faith was active along jealousy and selfish ambition in your 
with his works, and faith was com- hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
pleted by works, 23 and the scripture truth. 15 This wisdom is not such as 
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham comes down from above, but is earthly, 
believed God, and it was reckoned to unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where jeal- 
him as righteousness**; and he was ousy and selfish ambition exist, there 
called the friend of God. 24 You see will be disorder and every vile practice, 
that a man is justified by works and not 17 But the wisdom from above is first 
by faith alone. 25 And in the same way pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
was not also Rahab the harlot justified reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 
by works when she received the mes- without uncertainty or insincerity, 
sengers and sent them out another 18 And the harvest of righteousness is 
way? 26 For as the body apart from the sown in peace by those who make 
spirit is dead, so faith apart from works peace. 

is dead. A What causes wars, and what causes 

■ fightings among you? Is it not your 

3 Let not many of you become passions that are at war in your mem- 
teachers, my brethren, for you bers? 2 You desire and do not have; so 
know that we who teach shall be judged you kill. And you covet d and cannot 
with greater strictness. 2 For we all obtain; so you fight and wage war. You 
make many mistakes, and if any one do not have, because you do not ask. 
makes no mistakes in what he says he 3 You ask and do not receive, because 
lo « perfect man, able to bridle the you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
whole body also. 3 If we put bits into the passions. 4 Unfaithful creatures! Do you 
mouths of horses that they may obey us, not know that friendship with the world 
we guide their whole bodies. 4 Look at is enmity with God? Therefore whoever 
the ships also; though they are so great wishes to be a friend of the world makes 
and are driven by strong winds, they himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you 
are guided by a very small rudder wher- suppose it is in vain that the scripture 
ever the wifi of the pilot directs. 5 So says, “He yearns jealously over the 
the tongue is a little member and boasts spirit which he has made to dwell in 
of great things. How great a forest is us*’? 6 But he gives more grace; there- 
set ablaze by a small fire! fore it says, “God opposes the proud, 

6 And the tongue is a fire. The tongue but gives grace to the humble.** 7 Sub- 
is an unrighteous world among our mit yourselves therefore to God. Resist 
members, staining the whole body, set- the devil and he will flee from you. 
ting on fire the cycle of nature/ and set 8 Draw near to God and he will draw 
on fire by hell . c 7 For every kind of beast near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
be tamed and has been tamed by men of double mind. 9 Be wretched and 
humankind, 8 but no human being can mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 

b Or wheel of birth c Greek Gehenna d Or you kill and you covet 

2.21s Gen 22.1-14. 2.23s Gen 15.6; » 41.8; 2 Chron 20.7. 2J2&1 Jo*h 2.1-21. 4.6s Prov 3.34. 
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turned to mourning and your joy to 
dejection. 10 Humble yourselves before 
the Lord and he will exalt you. 

11 Do not speak evil against one 
another, brethren. He that speaks evil 
against a brother or judges his brother, 
speaks evil against the law and judges 
the law. But if you judge the law, you 
are not a doer of the law but a judge. 
12 There is one lawgiver and judge, he 
who is able to save and to destroy. But 
who are you that you judge your 
neighbour? 

13 Come now, you who say, “Today 
or tomorrow we will go into such and 
such a town and spend a year there and 
trade and get gain”; 14 whereas you do 
not know about tomorrow. What is your 
life? For you are a mist that appears for 
a little time and then vanishes. 15 In¬ 
stead you ought to say, “If the Lord 
wills, we shall live and we shall do this 
or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 

1 7 Whoever knows what is right to do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

5 Come now, you rich, weep and 
howl for the miseries that are com¬ 
ing upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted 
and your garments are moth-eaten. 
* Your gold and silver have rusted, and 
their rust will be evidence against you 
and will eat your flesh like fire. You 
have laid up treasure* for the last days. 
4 Behold, the wages of the labourers who 
mowed your fields, which you kept back 
by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the 
harvesters have reached the ears of the 
Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the 
earth in luxury and in pleasure; you 
have fattened your hearts in a day of 
slaughter. 6 You have condemned, you 
have killed the righteous man; he does 
not resist you. 

7 Be patient, therefore, brethren, 
until the coming of the Lord. Behold, 
the fanner waits for the precious fruit of 


the earth, being patient over it until 
it receives the early and the late rain. 
8 You also be patient. Establish your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at 
hand. g Do hot grumble, brethren, 
against one another, that you may not 
be judged; behold, the Judge is standing 
at the doors. 10 As an example of suffer¬ 
ing and patience, brethren, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 11 Behold, we call those happy 
who were steadfast. You have heard of 
the steadfastness of Job, and you have 
seen the purpose of the Lord, how the 
Lord is compassionate and merciful. 

12 But above all, my brethren, do not 
swear, either by heaven or by earth or 
with any other oath, but let your yes be 
yes and your no be no, that you may not 
fall under condemnation. 

13 Is any one among you suffering? 
Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him 
sing praise. 14 Is any among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the church, 
and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord; 
15 and the prayer of faith will save the 
sick man, and the Lord will raise him 
up; and if he has committed sins, he 
will be forgiven. ^Therefore confess 
your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous man has great 
power in its effects. 17 Eli'jah was a man 
of like nature with ourselves and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it 
did not rain on the earth. * 8 Then he 
prayed again and the heaven gave 
rain, and the earth brought forth its 
fruit. 

19 My brethren, if any one among 
you wanders from the truth and some 
one brings him back, 20 let him know 
that whoever brings bade a sinner from 
the error of his way will save his soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of 
sins. 


* Or mtl eat your flesh, strut you have stored up fire 
6. 11: Job 1.21-22; 2.10; Ps 103.8; 111.4. 5.12: Mt 5.37. 
6.18: 1 Kings *18.42. 


6.17: 1 Kings 17.1; 18.1; Luke 4.25. 



THE FIRST LETTER OF 


PETER 


1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, grace that is coming to you at the rev- 
To the exiles of the Dispersion in elation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappado'cia, Asia, and children, do not be conformed to the 
Bithyn'ia, 2 chosen and destined by God passions of your former ignorance, 
the Father and sanctified by the Spirit * 5 but as he who called you is holy, be 
for obedience to Jesus Christ and for holy yourselves in all your conduct; 
sprinkling with his blood: 16 since it is written, “You shall be 

May grace and peace be multiplied to holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you in- 
you. voke as Father him who judges each one 

impartially according to his deeds, con- 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of duct yourselves with fear throughout 
our Lord Jesus Christ 1 By his great the time of your exile. * 8 You know that 
mercy we have been bom anew to a you were ransomed from the futile ways 
living hope through the resurrection of inherited from your fathers, not with 
Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and to an perishable things such as silver or gold, 
inheritance which is imperishable, un- but with the precious blood of Christ, 
defiled, and unfading, kept in heaven like that of a lamb without blemish or 
for you, 5 who by God’s power are spot. 20 He was destined before the 
guarded through faith for a salvation foundation of the world but was made 
ready to be revealed in the last time, manifest at the end of the times for your 
6 In this you rejoice, 0 though now for a sake. 21 Through him you have con- 
little while you may have to suffer fidence in God, who raised him from the 
various trials, 7 so that the genuineness dead and gave him glory, so that your 
of your faith, more precious than gold faith and hope are in God.'* 
which though perishable is tested by 22 Having purified your souls by 
fire, may redound to praise and glory your obedience to the truth for a sincere 
and honour at the revelation of Jesus love of the brethren, love one another 
Christ. 8 Without having seen 6 him earnestly from the heart. 23 You have 
you* love him; though you do not now been bom anew, not of perishable seed 
see him you* believe in him and rejoice but of imperishable, through the living 
with unutterable and exalted joy. 9 As and abiding word of God; 24 for 
the outcome of your faith you obtain “All flesh is like grass 
the salvation of your souls. and all its glory like the flower of 

10 The prophets who prophesied of grass, 

the grace that was to be yours searched The grass withers, and the flower 
and inquired about this salvation; falls, 

11 they inquired what person or time 25 but the word of the Lord abides for 
was indicated by the Spirit of Christ ever.” 

within them when predicting the suf- That word is the good news which was 
ferings of Christ and the subsequent preached to you. 
glory. 12 it was revealed to them that 'I So put away all malice and all guile 
they were serving not themselves but J* and insincerity and envy and all 
you, in the things which have now been slander. 2 Like newborn babes, long for 
announced to you by those who the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 
preached the good news to you through may grow up to salvation; 3 for you have 
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, tasted the kindness of the Lora, 
things into which angels long to look. 4 Come to him, to that living stone, 
13 Therefore gird up your minds, be rejected by men but in God’s sight 
sober, set your hope fully upon the chosen and precious; 5 and like living 

* Or Rejoice in this 6 Other andetit authorities read known e Or omit you 
® Or so that your faith is hope tn God 

LIS* Lev 11.44-49. I.24-2S; It 40.6-9. 2.3; Ps 94.8. 2.4; Pa 118.22; Is 28.1& 
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stones be yourselves built into a spirit- mindful of God, he endures pain while 
ual house, to be a holy priesthood, to suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to it, if when you do wrong and are beaten 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it for it you take it patiently? But if when 
stands in scripture: you do right and suffer for it you take it 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, patiently, you have God’s approval, 
a cornerstone chosen and pre~ 21 For to this you have been called, be- 
cious, cause Christ also suffered for you, leav- 

and he who believes in him will not ing you an example, that you should 
be put to shame.” follow in his steps. 22 He committed no 

7 To you therefore who believe, he is sin; no guile was found on his lips, 
precious, but for those who do not be- 23 When he was reviled, he did not re¬ 
lieve, vile in return; when he suffered, he did 

“The very stone which the builders not threaten; but he trusted to him who 
rejected judges justly. 24 He himself bore our 

has become the head of the comer,” sins in his body on the tree,* that we 

* and might die to sin and live to righteous- 

“A stone that will make men stumble, ness. By his wounds you have been 
& rock that will make them fall”; healed, 25 For you were straying like 
for they stumble because they disobey sheep, but have now returned to the 
the word, as they were destined to do. Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal *2 Likewise you wives, be submissive 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own to your husbands, so that some, 
people/ that you may declare the though they do not obey the word, may 
wonderful deeds of him who called you be won without a word by the behaviour 
out of darkness into his marvellous of their wives, 2 when they see your 
light 10 Once you were no people but reverent and chaste behaviour. 3 Let not 
now you are God’s people; once you yours be the outward adorning with 
had not received mercy but now you braiding of hair, decoration of gold, and 
have received mercy. wearing of robes, 4 but let it be the 

hidden person of the heart with the im- 
H Beloved, I beseech you as aliens perishable jewel of a gentle and quiet 
and exiles to abstain from the passions spirit, which in God s sight is very 
of the flesh that wage war against your precious. 5 So once the holy women 
souL 12 Maintain good conduct among who hoped in God used to adorn thern- 
the Gentiles, so that in case they speak selves and were submissive to their 
against you as wrongdoers, they may husbands, $ as Sarah obeyed Abraham, 
see your good deeds and glorify God on calling him lord. And you are now her 
the day of visitation. children if you do right and let nothing 

13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to terrify you. 
every human institution, 7 ” whether it be 1 Likewise you husbands, live con- 
to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to siderately with your wives, bestowing 
governors as sent by him to punish honour on the woman as the weaker sex, 
those who do wrong and to praise those since you are joint heirs of the grace of 
who do right. 13 For it is God’s will that life, in order that your prayers may not 
by doing right you should put to silence be hindered. 

the ignorance of foolish men. 16 Live 8 ^ Finally, all of you, have unity of 

as free men, yet without using your spirit, sympathy, love of the brethren, 
freedom as a pretext for evil; but live as a tender heart and a humble mind, 
servants of God. 17 Honour all men. 9 Do not return evil for evil or reviling 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. for reviling; but on the contrary bless. 
Honour the emperor. for to this you have been called, that you 

18 Servants, be submissive to your may obtain a blessing. 1< J For 
masters with all respect, not only to the He that would love life 
kind and gentle but also to the over- and see good days, 

bearing, 19 For one is approved if, let him keep his tongue from evil 

* Greek a people lor his possession * Or every institution ordained for men e Or carried up ..- 

2.6: Is 28.16. 2.7j Ps 118.22. 2.8: Is 8.14-15. 2.9: Ex 19.5-6. 2.10: Hos 2.23. 2Mt Is 53.9. 

SL24i It 53.12 (Septui gint). 2J24-25: Is 53.5-6. 3.8: Gen 18.12. 3.10-12: Ps 34.12-16. 
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and his lips from speaking guile;. abuse you; 5 but they will give account 
l * let him turn away from evil and do to him who is ready to judge the living 
right; and the dead. 6 For this is why the gos- 

let him seek peace and pursue it. pel was preached even to the dead, that 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are upon the though judged in the flesh like men, 
righteous, they might live in the spirit like God. 

and his ears are open to their prayer. 7 The end of all things is at hand; 
But the face of the Lord is agamst therefore keep sane and sober for your 
those that do evil.** prayers. 8 Above all hold unfailing your 

13 Now who is there to harm you if love for one another, since love covers 
you are zealous for what is right? 14 But a multitude of sins. 9 Practise hospitality 
even if you do suffer for righteousness’ ungrudgingly to one another. l0 As each 
sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear has received a gift, employ it for one 
of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your another, as good stewards of God’s 
hearts reverence Christ as Lord. Al- varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one 
ways be prepared to make a defence to who utters oracles of God; whoever 
any one who calls you to account for the renders service, as one who renders it 
hope that is in you, yet do it with gentle- by the strength which God supplies; in 
ness and reverence; 16 and keep your order that in everything Goa may be 
conscience clear, so that, when you are glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 
abused, those who revile your good be- belong glory and dominion for ever and 
haviour in Christ may be put to shame, ever. Amen. 

17 For it is better to suffer for doing 12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the 
right, if that should be God’s will, than fiery ordeal which comes upon you to 
for doing wrong. 18 For Christ also prove you, as though something strange 
died* for sins once for all, the righteous were happening to you. 13 But rejoice in 
for the unrighteous, that he might bring so far as you share Christ’s sufferings, 
us to God, being put to death in the that you may also rejoice and be glad 
flesh but made alive in the spirit; 19 in when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
which he went and preached to the reproached for the name of Chnst, you 
spirits in prison, 20 who formerly did are blessed, because the spirit of glory* 
not obey, when God’s patience waited and of God rests upon you. 15 But let 
in the days of Noah, during the building none of you suffer as a murderer, or a 
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight thief, or a wrongdoer, or a mischief- 
persons, were saved through water, maker; 16 yet if one suffers as a Chris- 
21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, tian, let him not be ashamed, but under 
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt that name let him glorify God. 17 For 
from the body but as an appeal to God the time has come for judgment to begin 
for a clear conscience, through the with the household of God; and if it 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has begins with us, what will be the end of 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand those who do not obey the gospel of 
of God, with angels, authorities, and God? 18 And 

powers subject to him. “If the righteous man is scarcely 

4 Since therefore Christ suffered in saved, 

the flesh,* arm yourselves with the where will the impious and sinner 
same thought, for whoever has suffered appear?” 

in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as 1 9 Therefore let those who suffer ao 
to live for the rest of the time in the cording to God’s will do right and en- 
flesh no longer by human passions but trust their souls to a faithful Creator, 
by the will of God. 3 Let the time that 

is past suffice for doing what the Gen- JT So I exhort the elders among you, 
tiles like to do, living in licentiousness, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 
passions, drunkenness, revels, carous- sufferings of Christ as well as a partaker 
ing, and lawless idolatry. 4 They are in the glory that is to be revealed, 
surprised that you do not now join them 2 Tend the flock of God that is your 
in the same wild profligacy, and they charge/ not by constraint but willing- 

* Other ancient authorities read suffered 1 Other ancient authorities add for us; some for you 
1 Other ancient authorities insert and of power * Other ancient authorities add exercising the oversight 
8.14-15: Is 8.12-13. 3.20: Gen 6-8- 4.14: Is 11.2. 4.18: Prov 11.31 (Septuagint). 



“Humble yourselves” 

Jy/ not for shameful gain but eagerly, 
3 not as domineering over those in your 
charge but being examples to the flock. 
4 And when the chief Shepherd is mani¬ 
fested you will obtain the unfading 
crown of glory. 3 * 5 Likewise you that are 
younger be subject to the elders. Clothe 
yourselves, all of you, with humility to¬ 
ward one another, for “God opposes the 
proud, but gives grace to the hum¬ 
ble/’ 

6 Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, that in due 
time he may exalt you. 1 7 * Cast all your 
anxieties on him, for he cares about you. 
# Be sober, be watchful. Your adversary 
the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion, seeking some one to devour. 9 Re¬ 
sist him, firm in your faith, knowing 
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that the same experience of suffering is 
required of your brotherhood through¬ 
out the world. 10 And after you have 
suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
establish, and strengthen”* you. 11 To 
him be the dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

12 By Silva'nus, a faithful brother as 
I regard him, I have written briefly to 
you, exhorting and declaring that this is 
the true grace of God; stand fast in it, 
13 She who is at Babylon, who is like¬ 
wise chosen, sends you greetings; and 
so does my son Mark. 14 Greet one an¬ 
other with the kiss of love. 

Peace to all of you that are in Christ, 


THE SECOND LETTER OF 

PETER 


1 Simon Peter, a servant and apostle 
of Jesus Christ, 

To those who have obtained a faith 
Of equal standing with ours in the 
righteousness of our God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ:" 

2 May grace and peace be multiplied 
to you in the knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord, 

3 His divine power has granted to us 
all things that pertain to life and godli¬ 
ness, through the knowledge of him 
who called us to 0 his own glory and ex¬ 
cellence, 4 by which he has granted to us 
his precious and very great promises, 
that through these you may escape from 
the corruption that is in the world be¬ 
cause of passion, and become partakers 
of the divine nature. 5 For this very 

reason make every effort to supplement 

your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self- 

control, and self-control with steadfast¬ 
ness, and steadfastness with godliness, 

7 and godliness with brotherly affection, 

and brotherly affection with love. * For 


if these things are yours and abound, 
they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks 
these things is blind and shortsighted 
and has forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his old sins. 10 Therefore, breth¬ 
ren, be the more zealous to confirm your 
call and election, for if you do this you 
will never fall; “ so there will be richly 
provided for you an entrance into the 
eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

12 Therefore I intend always to re¬ 
mind you of these things, though you 
know them and are established in the 
truth that you have. 13 I think it right, 
as long as 1 am in this body,* to arouse 
you by way of reminder, 14 since I know 
that the putting off of my body* will be 
soon, as our Lord Jesus Christ showed 
me, 15 And I will see to it that after my 
departure you may be able at any time 
to recall these things. 

16 For we did not follow cleverly 
devised myths when we made known 
to you the power and coining of our 


* Other indent authorities add as God would have you 

Other ancient authorities read' restore , establish , strengthen and settle 
“ Or of our God and the Saviour Jesus Christ b Or by f Greek tent 
*.5: Prov 3.34. 6.7t Ps 55.22. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye- 10 and especially those who indulge ii- 
witnesses of his majesty. 17 For when he the lust of defiling passion and despise 
received honour and glory from God the authority. 

Father and the voice was borne to him Bold and wilful, they are not afraid 
by the Majestic Glory, “This is my to revile the glorious ones, 11 whereas 
beloved Son, rf with whom I am well angels, though greater in might and 
pleased,” 18 wc heard this voice borne power, do not pronounce a reviling 
from heaven, for we were with him on judgment upon them before the Lord 
the holy mountain. 19 And we have the 12 But these, like irrational animals, 
prophetic word made more sure. You creatures of instinct, bom to be caught 
will do well to pay attention to this as and killed, reviling in matters of which 
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until they are ignorant, will be destroyed in 
the day dawns and the morning star the same destruction with them, 13 suf- 
rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you fering wrong for their wrongdoing, 
must understand this, that no prophecy They count it pleasure to revel in the 
of scripture is a matter of one’s own in- daytime. They are blots and blemishes, 
terpretation, 21 because no prophecy revelling in their dissipation,* carousing 
ever came by the impulse of man, but with you. 14 They have eyes full of 
men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice 
from God. tf unsteady souls. They have hearts 

2 But false prophets also arose trained in greed. Accursed children! 

among the people, just as there will 15 Forsaking the right way they have 
be false teachers among you, who will gone astray; they have followed the way 
secretly bring in destructive heresies, of Balaam, the son of Be'or, who loved 
even denying the Master who bought gain from wrongdoing, but was re- 
them, bringing upon themselves swift buked for his own transgression; a 
destruction. 2 And many will follow dumb ass spoke with human voice 
their licentiousness, and because of and restrained the prophet’s mad- 
them the way of truth will be reviled, ness. 

3 And in their greed they will exploit you 17 These are waterless springs and 
with false words; from of old their con- mists driven by a storm; for them the 
demnation has not been idle, and their nether gloom of darkness has been re¬ 
destruction has not been asleep. served. 18 For, uttering loud boasts of 

4 For if God did not spare the angels folly, they entice with licentious pas- 
when they sinned, but cast them into sions of the flesh men who have barely 
hell/ and committed them to pits of escaped from those who live in error, 
nether gloom to be kept until the judg- 19 They promise them freedom, but 
ment; ^ if he did not spare the ancient they themselves are slaves of corrup- 
world, but preserved Noah, a herald of tion; for whatever overcomes a man, to 
righteousness, with seven other persons, that he is enslaved. 20 For if, after they 
when he brought a flood upon the world have escaped the defilements of the 
of the ungodly; 6 if by turning the cities world through die knowledge of our 
of Sodom and Gomor'rah to ashes he Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are 
condemned them to extinction and again entangled in them and over¬ 
made them an example to those who powered, the last state has become 
were to be ungodly; 7 and if he rescued worse for them than the first. 21 For 
righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the it would have been better for them 
licentiousness of the wicked 8 (for by never to have known the way of right- 
what that righteous man saw and heard eousness than after knowing it to turn 
as he lived among them, he was vexed back from the holy commandment de¬ 
in his righteous soul day after day with livered to them. 22 It has happened to 
their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord them according to the true proverb, 
knows how to rescue the godly from The dog turns back to his own vomit, 
trial, and to keep the unrighteous under and the sow is washed only to wallow in 
punishment until the day of judgment, the mire. 

f Or my Son, my (or the ) Beloved e Other authorities read moved by the Holy Spirit holy men of God spok* 

1 Greet Tartarus 8 Other ancient authorities read love feasts 

1.17-18: Mt 17.1-8; Mk 9.2-8; Lk 9.28-36. 2.1-18: Jude 4-16. 2.5: Gen 8.18; 6.6-8. 2.6: Geo 19.24. 

2.7: Gen 19.16, 29. 2.18: Nura 22.5, 7. 2.16: Nutn 22.21, 23, 28, 30-31. 2.22: Prov 26.11. 
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3 This is now the second letter that away with a loud noise, and the ele- 
I have written to you, beloved, and ments will be dissolved with fire, and 
in both of them I have aroused your the earth and the works that are upon it 
sincere mind by way of reminder; 2 that will be burned up. 
you should remember the predictions of 11 Since all these things are thus to 
the holy prophets and the command- be dissolved, what sort of persons ought 
ment of the Lord and Saviour through you to be in lives of holiness and 
your apostles. 3 First of all you must godliness, 12 waiting for and hasten- 
understand this, that scoffers will come mg* the coming of the day of God, 
in the last days with scoffing, following because of which the heavens will 
their own passions 4 and saying, “Where be kindled and dissolved, and the ele- 
as the promise of his coming? For ever ments will melt with firel 13 But accord- 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things mg to his promise we wait for new 
have continued as they were from the heavens and a new earth in which 
beginning of creation.” 5 7'hey de- righteousness dwells, 
liberately ignore this fact, that by the 14 Therefore, beloved, since you 
word of God heavens existed long ago, wait for these, be zealous to be found by 
and an earth formed out of water and by him without spot or blemish, and at 
means of water, 6 through which the peace. 15 And count the forbearance of 
world that then existed was deluged our Lord as salvation. So also our be- 
with water and perished. 7 But by the loved brother Paul wrote to you ac- 
same word the heavens and earth that cording to the wisdom given him, 
now exist have been stored up for fire, 16 speaking of this as he does in all his 
being kept until the day of judgment letters. There arc some things in them 
and destruction of ungodly men. hard to understand, which the ignorant 

8 But do not ignore this one fact, and unstable twist to their own de¬ 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is struction, as they do the other scrip- 
as a thousand years, and a thousand tures, 17 You therefore, beloved, know- 
years as one day. 9 The Lord is not mg this beforehand, beware lest you be 
slow about his promise as some count carried away with the error of lawless 
slowness, but is forbearing toward you,* men and lose your own stability. *8 But 
not wishing that any should perish, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
that all should reach repentance. 10 But Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him 
the day of the Lord will come like a be the glory both now and to the day of 
thief, and then the heavens will pass eternity. Amen* 


THE FIRST LETTER OF 

JOHN 

I That which was from the begin- have fellowship with us; and our fellow¬ 
ning, which we have heard, which ship is with the Father and with his Son 
we have seen with our eyes, which we Jesus Christ. 4 And we are writing this 
have looked upon and touched with our that our" joy may be complete, 
hands, concerning the word of life—■ 

2 the life was made manifest, and we 5 This is the message we have heard 
saw it, and testify to it, and proclaim to from him and proclaim to you, that 
you the eternal life which was with the God is light and in him is no darkness 
rather and was made manifest to us— at all. 6 if we say we have fellowship 
3 that which we have seen and heard we with him while we walk in darkness, we 
proclaim also to you, so that you may lie and do not live according to the 

a *ncient authorities read on your account 1 Or earnestly desiring 

® Other ancient authorities read your 

f.S -61 Gen 1.6-8; 7.U. 3.8: Ps‘90.4. 3.12: Is 34.4. 3.13: Is 65.17; 66.22. 

H‘? { £ k 24 - 39 ; I” 11 ; 4 -l 4 i 15.27; 20.20, 25; Acts 4.20; 1 Jn 2.13. iAi Jn 15.11; 2 Jn 12. 1.5t 1 J» 3.11. 
1.6»8: Jn 3.21; 1 Jn 2.4, 11. 
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truth; 7 but if we walk In the light, as he to you, fathers, because you know him 
is in the light, we have fellowship with who is from the beginning. I write to 
one another, and the blood of Jesus his you, young men, because you are 
Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say strong, and the word of God abides in 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, you, and you have overcome the evil 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we con- one. 

fess our sins, he is faithful and just, and 15 Do not love the world or the 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from things in the world. If any one loves the 
all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have world, love for the Father is not in him. 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of 
word is not in us. the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the 

2 My little children, I am writing pride of life, is not of the Father but is 
this to you so that you may not sin; of the world. 17 And the world passes 
but if any one does sin, we have an ad- away, and the lust of it; but he who does 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the the will of God abides for ever, 
righteous; 2 and he is the expiation for 

our sins, and not for ours only but also 18 Children, it is the last hour; and 
for the sins of the whole world. 3 And by as you have heard that antichrist is 
this we may be sure that we know him, coming, so now many antichrists have 
if we keep his commandments. 4 He come; therefore we know that it is the 
who says “I know him” but disobeys last hour. 19 They went out from us, but 
his commandments is a liar, and the they were not of us; for if they had been 
truth is not in him; 5 but whoever keeps of us, they would have continued with 
his wopd, in him truly love for God is us; but they went out, that it might be 
perfected. By this we may be sure that plain that they all are not of us. 20 But 
we are in him: 6 he who says he abides you have been anointed by the Holy 
in him ought to walk in the same way One, and you all know. d 21 1 write to 
in which he walked. you, not because you do not know the 

7 Beloved, I am writing you no new truth, but because you know it, and 
commandment, but an old command- know that no lie is of the truth. 22 Who 
ment which you had from the begin- is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is 
ning; the old commandment is the the Christ? This is the antichrist, he 
word which you have heard. 8 Yet I am who denies the Father and the Son. 
writing you a new commandment, 23 No one who denies the Son has the 
which is true in him and in you, be- Father. He who confesses the Son has 
cause 6 the darkness is passing away and the Father also. 24 Let what you heard 
the true light is already shining. 9 He from the beginning abide in you. If 
who says he is in the light and hates his what you heard from the beginning 
brother is in the darkness still. 10 He abides in you, then you will abide in the 
who loves his brother abides in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is 
light, and in it c there is no cause for what he has promised us,* eternal 
stumbling. 11 But he who hates his life. 

brother is in the darkness and walks in 26 I write this to you about those 
the darkness, and does not know where who would deceive you; 27 but the 
he is going, because the darkness has anointing which you received from him 
blinded his eyes. abides in you, and you have no need 

12 I am writing to you, little children, that any one should teach you; as his 
because your sins are forgiven for his anointing teaches you about everything, 
sake. 13 I am writing to you, fathers, and is true, and is no lie, just as it has 
because you know him who is from the taught you, abide in him , 
beginning. I am writing to you, young 28 And now, little children, abide in 
men, because you have overcome the him, so that when he appears we may 
evil one. I write to you, children, be- have confidence and not shrink from 
cause you know the Father. 14 1 write him in shame at his coming. 29 If you 

6 Or thmt e Or him * Other ancient authorities read you know everything 
* Other ancient authorities read you 

1.7: Rev 1.5. 1.10: 1 Jn 5.10. 2.1: Jo 14.16. 2£: In 1.29; 3.14-16; 11.51-52; 1 Jn 4.10. 2.3: Jn 15.10. 
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know that he is righteous, you may be 
sure that every one who does right is 
born of him. 

3 See what love the Father has 
given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and so we are. The 
reason why the world does not know us 
is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, 
wc are God's children now; it does not 
yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that when he appears we shall be 
like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
3 And every' one who thus hopes in him 
purities himself as he is pure. 

4 Every one who commits sin is guilty 
of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You 
know that he appeared to take away sins, 
and in him there is no sin 6 No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins 
has either seen him or known him. 
7 Little children, let no one deceive 
you. He who does right is righteous, as 
he is righteous. 8 He who commits sin is 
of the devil; for the devil lias sinned 
from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
works of the devil. 9 No one bom of 
God commits sin; for God’s 7, nature 
abides in him, and he cannot sin be¬ 
cause he is? bom of God. 10 By this it 
may be seen who are the children of 
God, and who are the children of the 
devil; whoever does not do right is not 
of God, nor he who does not love his 
brother. 

11 For this is the message which you 
have heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another, 12 and not be 
like Cain who was of the evil one and 
murdered his brother,, And why did he 
murder him? Because his own deeds 
were evil and his brother’s righteous. 
13 Do not wonder, brethren, that the 
world hates you. * 4 We know that we 
have passed out of death into life, be¬ 
cause we love the brethren. He who 
does not love remains in death. i5 Any 
one who hates his brother is a murderer. 


in need, yet closes his heart against him, 
how does God’s love abide in him? 
18 Little children, let us not love in 
word or speech but in deed and in 
truth. 

19 By this we shall know that we are 
of the truth, and reassure our hearts 
before him 20 whenever our hearts con¬ 
demn us; for God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything. 
21 Beloved, if our hearts do not con¬ 
demn us, we have confidence before 
God; 22 and we receive from him what¬ 
ever we ask, because we keep his com¬ 
mandments and do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his commandment, that 
we should believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 
just as he has commanded us. 24 A11 
who keep his commandments abide in 
him, and he in them. And by this we 
know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit which he has given us. 

4 Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are of God; for many 
false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of 
God: every spirit which confesses that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of 
God, 3 and every spirit which does not 
confess Jesus is not of God. This is the 
spirit of antichrist, of which you heard 
that it was coming, and now it is in the 
world already. 4 Little children, you are 
of God, and have overcome them; for 
he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. 5 They are of the world, 
therefore what they say is of the world, 
and the world listens to them. 6 We are 
of God. Whoever knows God listens to 
us, and he who is not of God does not 
listen to u$. By this we know the spirit 
of truth and the spirit of error. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another; 
for love is of God, and he who loves is 
bom of God and knows God. 8 He 
who does not love does not know God; 


and you know that no murderer has eter- for God is love. ’In this the love of 
nal life abiding in him. 16 By this we God was made manifest among us, 
know love, that he laid down his life for that God sent his only Son into the 
us; and we ought to lay down our lives world, so that we might live through 
for the brethren. 17 But if any one has him. 10 In this is love, not that we 
the world's goods and sees his brother loved God but that he loved us and 

* Greek his 9 Or for the offspring of God abide in him, and they cannot tin beams/they are 
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sent his Son to be the expiation for our 
sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another. 12 No 
man has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love 
is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in 
him and he in us, because he has given 
us of his own Spirit. l4 And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent 
his Son as the Saviour of the world. 
1 5 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God. God abides in him, and 
he in God. *<* So we know and believe 
the love God has for us. God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him. 17 In this 
is love perfected with us, that we may 
have confidence for the day of judg¬ 
ment, because as he is so are we in this 
world. 18 There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear. For fear has 
to do with punishment, and he who 
fears is not perfected in love. 19 We 
love, because he first loved us. 20 If any 
one says, “I love God,” and hates his 
brother, he is a liar; for he who does 
not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot* love God whom he has not 
seen . 21 And this commandment we have 
from him, that he who loves God should 
love his brother also. 

Every one who believes that Jesus 
is the Christ is a child of God, and 
every one who loves the parent loves the 
child. 2 By this we know that we love 
the children of God, when we love God 
and obey his commandments. 3 For this 
is the love of God, that we keep his 
commandments. And his command¬ 
ments are not burdensome. 4 For what¬ 
ever is bom of God overcomes the 
world; and this is the victory that 
overcomes the world, our faith. 5 Who 
is it that overcomes the world but he 
who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 

6 This is he who came by water and 
blood* Jesus Christ* not with the water 


only but with the water and the blood. 
7 And the Spirit is the witness, because 
the Spirit is the truth. 8 There are three 
witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the 
blood; and these three agree. 9 If we 
receive the testimony of men, the testi¬ 
mony of God is greater; for this is the 
testimony of God that he has borne 
witness to his Son. 10 He who believes 
in the Son of God has the testimony in 
himself. He who does not believe God 
has made him a liar, because he 
has not believed in the testimony that 
God has borne to his Son. n And this is 
the testimony, that God gave us eternal, 
life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who 
has the Son has life; he who has not the 
Son of God has not life. 

13 I write this to you who believe in 
the name of the Son of God, that you 
may know that you have eternal life, 
14 And this is the confidence which we 
have in him, that if we ask anything 
according to his will he hears us. 15 And 
if we know that he hears us in whatever 
we ask, we know that we have obtained 
the requests made of him. 16 If any one 
sees his brother committing what is not 
a mortal sin, he will ask, and God 1 will 
give him life for those whose sin is not 
mortal. There is sin which is mortal; 
I do not say that one is to pray for that, 
l7 AU wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin 
which is not mortal. 

18 We know that any one bom of 
God does not sin, but He who was bom 
of God keeps him, and the evil one does 
not touch him. 

19 We know that we are of God, and 
the whole world is in the power of the 
evil one. 

20 And we know that the Son of God 
has come and has given us understand¬ 
ing, to know him who is true; and we 
are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eternal 
life. 21 Little children* keep yourselves 
from idols. 


* Other indent authorities read how can h* * Greek kt 
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THE SECOND LETTER OF 


JOHN 


I The elder to the elect lady and her 
children, whom I love in the truth, and 
not only 1 but also ail who know the 
truth, 1 2 3 because of the truth which 
abides in us and will be with us for 
ever: 

3 Grace* mercy, and peace will be 
with us, from God the Father and from 
jesus Christ the Father’s Son* in truth 
and love. 

4 1 rejoiced greatly to find some of 
your children following the truth, just 
as we have been commanded by the 
Father. 5 And now 1 beg you, lady, not 
as though I were writing you a new 
commandment, but the one we have 
had from the beginning, that we love 
one another. 6 * And this is love, that we 
follow his commandments; this is the 
commandment, as you haye heard from 
the beginning, that you follow love. 
7 For many deceivers have gone out into 


the world, men who will not acknowl¬ 
edge the coming of Jesus Christ in the 
flesh; such a one is the deceiver and the 
antichrist. 8 * Look to yourselves, that 
you may not lose what you rt have 
worked for, but may win a full reward. 
9 Any one who goes ahead and does not 
abide in the doctrine of Christ does not 
have God; he who abides in the doc¬ 
trine has both the Father and the Son. 

10 If any one comes to you and does not 
bring this doctrine, do not receive him 
into the house or give him any greeting; 

11 for he who greets him shares his 
wicked work. 

12 Though 1 have much to write to 
you, I would rather not use paper and 
ink, but I hope to come to see you and 
talk with you face to face, so that our 
joy may be complete. 

13 The children of your elect sister 
greet you. 


THE THIRD LETTER OF 

JOHN 


1 The elder to the beloved Ga'ius, 
whom I love in the truth. 

2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well 
with you and that you may be in health; 
I know that it is well with your soul. 

3 For I greatly rejoiced when some 
of the brethren arrived and testified 
to the truth of your life, as indeed 
you do follow the truth. 4 No 
greater joy can I have than this, to 

hear that my children follow the 
truth. 

5 Beloved, it is a loyal thing you do 

when you render any service to the 

brethren, especially to strangers, 6 who 

have testified to your love before the 
church. You will do well to send them 
on their journey as befits God’s service. 

® Other ancient authorities read wt 

1* 3 Jn 1. St Jn 13.34. 6t 1 Jn 5.3. 7t 1 Jn 2.22. 


7 For they have set out for his sake and 
have accepted nothing from the heathen. 

8 So we ought to support such men, 
that we may be fellow workers in the 
truth. 

9 I have written something to the 
church; but Diot'rephes, who likes to put 
himself first, does not acknowledge my 
authority. 10 So if I come, I will bring 
up what he is doing, prating against me 
with evil words. And not content with 
that, he refuses himself to welcome the 
brethren, and also stops those who want 
to welcome them and puts them out of 
the church. 

11 Beloved, do not imitate evil but 
imitate good. He who does good is of 
God; he who does evil has not seen 

12s 1 Jn 1.4; 3 Jn 13. It Acts 19.29: 2 Jn l. 
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God. 12 Deme'trius has testimony from 
every one, and from the truth itself; 
I testify to him too, and you know my 
testimony is true. 

13 I had much to write to you, but 


I would rather not write with pen and 
ink; 14 I hope to see you soon, and we 
will talk together face to face. 

15 Peace be to you. The friends 
greet you. Greet the friends, every one 
of them. 


THE LETTER OF 

JUDE 


1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and 
brother of James, 

To those who are called, beloved 
in God the Father and kept for Jesus 
Christ: 

2 May mercy, peace, and love be 
multiplied to you. 

3 Beloved, being very eager to write 
to you of our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write appealing to 
you to contend for the faith which was 
once for all delivered to the saints. 3 4 5 For 
admission has been secretly gained by 
some who long ago were designated for 

this condemnation, ungodly persons 
who pervert the grace of our God into 
licentiousness and deny our only 
Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.* 

5 Now I desire to remind you, though 

you were once for all fully informed, 

that he & who saved a people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed 
those who did not believe. 6 And the 

angels that did not keep their own 
position but left their proper dwelling 

have been kept by him in eternal chains 
in the nether gloom until the judgment 

of the great day; 2 * * just as Sodom and 

Gomor'rah and the surrounding cities. 


which likewise acted immorally and in¬ 
dulged in unnatural lust, serve as an 
example by undergoing a punishment of 
eternal fire. 

8 Yet in like manner these men in 
their dreamings defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and revile the glorious ones.* 
9 But when the archangel Michael, con¬ 
tending with the devil, disputed about 
the body of Moses, he did not presume 
to pronounce a reviling judgment upon 
him, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 

But these men revile whatever they 
do not understand, and by those things 
that they know by instinct as irrational 
animals do, they are destroyed. 11 Woe 
to them! For they walk in the way of 
Cain, and abandon themselves for the 
sake of gain to Balaam’s error, and 
perish in Korah’s rebellion. 12 These are 
blemishes* on your love feasts, as they 
boldly carouse together, looking after 
themselves; waterless clouds, carried 
along by winds; fruitless trees in late 
autumn, twice dead, uprooted; 13 wild 
waves of the sea, casting up the foam of 
their own shame; wandering stars for 
whom the nether gloom of darkness has 
been reserved for ever. 

14 It was of these also that Enoch in 


* S? r l ^ e only Master and our Lord Jesus Christ ^Ancient authorities read Jesus or the Lord or God 
e Greek glories d Or reefs 

I2t Jn 21.24. 13: 2 Jn 12. 4-lSt 2 Pet 2.1-18. 7: Gen 19. ft Zcch 3.2. 11: Gen 43-8; Num 22-24; 16. 
14-15; Enoch 1.9. 
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the seventh generation from Adam 
prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord 
came with his holy myriads, 15 to exe¬ 
cute judgment on all, and to convict 
all the ungodly of all their deeds of 
ungodliness which they have committed 
in such an ungodly way, and of all the 
harsh things which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him.” 16 These are 
grumblers, malcontents, following their 
own passions, loudmouthed boasters, 
fiatiering people to gain advantage. 

17 But you must remember, beloved, 
the predictions of the apostles of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; 18 they said to you, 
“In the last time there will be scoffers, 
following their own ungodly passions.” 
w It is these who set up divisions, 
worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 


20 But you, beloved, build yourselves up 
on your most holy faith; pray in the 
Holy Spirit; 21 keep yourselves in the 
love of God; wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 
22 And convince some, who doubt; 
23 save some, by snatching them out of 
the fire; on some have mercy with fear, 
hating even the garment spotted by the 
flesh.* 

24 Now to him who is able to keep 
you from falling and to present you 
without blemish before the presence of 
his glory with rejoicing, 25 to the only 
God, our Saviour through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, 
and authority, before all time and now 
and for ever. Amen. 


THE 

REVELATION TO JOHN 


i The revelation of Jesus Christ, 
which God gave him to show to his 
servants what must soon take place; and 
he made it known by sending his angel 
to his servant John, 2 who bore witness 
to the word of God and to the testi¬ 
mony of Jesus Christ, even to all that 
he saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads aloud 
the words of the prophecy, and blessed 
are those who hear, and who keep what 
is written therein; for the time is 
near. 

4 John to the seven churches that are 
in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are be¬ 
fore his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ 
the faithful witness, the first-bom of the 
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us 
from our sins by bis blood 6 and made 
us a kingdom, priests to his God and 
Father, to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold, he is 
coming with the clouds, and every eye 
will see him, every one who pierced 


him; and all tribes of the earth will wail 
on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” 
says the Lord God, who is and who was 
and who is to come, the Almighty. 

9 I John, your brother, who share 
with you in Jesus the tribulation and the 
kingdom and the patient endurance, 
was on the island called Patmos on ac¬ 
count of the word of God and the testi¬ 
mony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on 
the Lord's day, and I heard behind me 
a loud voice like a trumpet 11 saying, 
“Write what you see in a book and send 
it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and 
to Smyrna and to Per'gamum and to 
Thyari'ra and to Sardis and to Philadel¬ 
phia and to La-odice'a.” 

12 Then I turned to see the voice 
that was speaking to me, and on turning 
I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and 
in the midst of the lampstands one like 
a son of man, clothed with a long robe 
and with a golden girdle round his 
breast; 14 his head and his hair were 
white as white wool, white as snow; 
his eyes were like a flame of fire, 15 his 
feet were like burnished bronze, re- 


* The Greek text In this sentence is uncertain at several points 
23: Zech 3.3-4. 1.4. Ex 3.14. 1.5: Ps 89.27. L6: Ex 19.6; Is 61.6. 

1.7: Dan 7.13; Mt 24.30; Mk M.62; Zech 12.10. I.S: Ex 3.14. 1.13: Dan 7.13; 10.5. 1.15: Ezek 1.24. 
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fined as in a furnace, and his voice was that you may be tested, and for ten day? 
like the sound of many waters; 16 in his you will have tribulation. Be faithf u 
right hand he held seven stars, from his unto death, and I will give you the 
mouth issued a sharp two-edged sword, crown of life. n He who has an ear, kn 
and his face was like the sun shining in him hear what the Spirit says to the 
full strength. churches. He who conquers shall not be 

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet hurt by the second death/ 
as though dead. But he laid his right 12 “And to the angel of the church 
hand upon me, saying, “Fear not, l am in Per'gamum write: ‘The words of him 
the first and the last, 1K and tiie living who has the sharp two-edged sword, 
one; I died, and behold I am alive for 13 “ ‘I know where you dwell, when; 
evermore, and I have the keys of Satan’s throne is; you hold fast m; 
Death and Hades. 19 Now write what name and you did not deny my faith 
you see, what is and what is to take even in the days of An'tipas my witness, 
place hereafter. 20 As for the mystery of my faithful one, who was killed amon^ 
the seven stars which you saw in my you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I hav, 
right hand, and the seven golden lamp- a few things against you: you have some: 
stands, the seven stars are the angels of there who hold the teaching of Balaam? 
the seven churches and the seven lamp- who taught Balak to put a stumblin;; 
stands are the seven churches. block before the sons of Israel, that 

2 “To the angel of the church in they might eat food sacrificed to idols 
Ephesus write: ‘The words of him and practice immorality. 15 So you also 
who holds the seven stars in his right have some who hold the teaching of the 
hand, who walks among the seven Nicola'itans. 16 Repent then. If not, J 
golden lampstands. will come to you soon and war against 

2 “ ‘I know your works, your toil and them with the sword of my mouth, 
your patient endurance, and how you 17 He who has an ear, let him hear what 
cannot bear evil men but have tested the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
those who call themselves apostles but who conquers I will give some of the 
are not, and found them to be false; hidden manna, and I will give him a 
3 I know you are enduring patiently and white stone, with a new name written 
bearing up for my name’s sake, and you on the stone which no one knows 
have not grown weary. 4 But I have this except him who receives it/ 
against you, that you have abandoned 18 “And to the angel of the church 
the love you had at first. 3 Remember in Thyati'ra write: ‘The words of the 
then from what you have fallen, repent Son of God, who has eyes like a flame, 
and do the works you did at first. If not, of fire, and whose feet are like burnished 
I will come to you and remove your bronze. 

lampstand from its place, unless you 19 ‘“I know your works, your love 
repent. 6 Yet this you have, you hate the and faith and service and patient en* 
works of the Nicola'itans, which I also durance, and that your latter works 
hate. 7 He who has an ear, let him hear exceed the first. 20 But I have this 
what the Spirit says to the churches, against you, that you tolerate the 
To him who conquers I will grant to woman Jez'ebel, who calls herself a 
eat of the tree of life, which is in the prophetess and is teaching and beguil- 
paradise of God.* mg my servants to practise immorality 

8 “And to the angel of the church in and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 21 1 
Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first gave her time to repent, but she refuses 
and the last, who died and came to life, to repent of her immorality. 22 Behold, 
9 “ ‘I know your tribulation and your I will throw her on a sickbed, and those 
poverty (but you are rich) and the who commit adultery with her I will 
slander of those who say that they are throw into great tribulation, unless they 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue repent of her doings; 23 and I will strike 
of Satan. 10 Do not fear what you are her children dead. And all the churches 
about to suffer. Behold, the devil is shall know that I am he who searches 
about to throw some of you into prison, mind and heart, and I will give to each 

1.1$! Ex 34.29. 1.17t It 44.2, 6. 2.7i Geo 2.9. 2.8! It 44.6. 2.10t Dan 1.12. 2.14i Num 31.16125.1-2. 
tl7i P» 78.24; It 62.2. 2.18! Dan 10.6. 220t 1 Kings 1631; 2 Kings 9.22,30; Num 25.1. 

2 JOt Jer 17.10; Pa 62.12. 
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of you as your works deserve. 34 But to 
the rest of you in Thyati ra, who do not 
hold this teaching, who have not 
learned what some call the deep things 
of Satan, to you I say, I do nor lay upon 
you any other burden; 25 only hold fast 
what you have, until I come. 26 He who 
conquers and who keeps my works 
until the end, I will give him power 
over the nations, 27 and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron, as when 
earthen pots are broken in pieces, even 
as I myself have received power from 
my Father; 28 and I will give him the 
morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches/ 

3 “And to the angel of the church 
in Sardis write: "The words of him 
who has the seven spirits of God and 
the seven stars. 

“ ‘I know your works; you have the 
name of being alive, and you are dead. 
2 Awake, and strengthen what remains 
and is on the point of death, for I have 
not found your works perfect in the 
sight of my God. 3 Remember then 
what you received and heard; keep that, 
and repent. If you will not awake, I will 
come like a thief, and you will not know 
at what hour I will come upon you. 
4 Yet you have still a few names in 
Sardis, people who have not soiled their 
garments; and th<?y shall walk with me 
in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who 
conquers shall be clad thus in white 
garments, and I will not blot his name 
out of the book of life; I will confess liis 
name before my Father and before his 
angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches/ 

7 “And to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the 
holy one, the true one, who has the key 
of David, who opens and no one shall 
shut, who shuts and no one opens. 

8 “ ‘I know your works. Behold, I 
have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut; I know 
that you have but little power, and yet 
you have kept my word and have not 
denied my name. 9 Behold, I will make 
those of the synagogue of Satan who say 
that they are Jews and are not, but 
lie—behold, I will make them come and 


bow down before your feet, and learn 
that I have loved you. 10 Because you 
have kept my word of patient endur¬ 
ance, I will keep you from the hour of 
trial which is coming on the whole 
world, to try those who dwell upon the 
earth. 11 1 am coming soon; hold fast 
what you have, so that no one may 
seize your crown. 12 He who conquers, 
I will make him a pillar in the temple 
of my God; never shall he go out of it, 
and I will write on him the name of 
my God, and the name of the city of 
my God, the new Jerusalem which 
comes down from my God out of 
heaven, and my own new name. 13 He 
who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches/ 

14 “And to the angel of the church 
in La-odice'a write: ‘The words of the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
the beginning of God’s creation. 

15 “‘I know your works: you are 
neither cold nor hot. Would that you 
were cold or hot! 16 So, because you are 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spew you out of my mouth. 17 For 
you say, I am rich, I have prospered, 
and I need nothing; not knowing that 
you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, 
and naked. 18 Therefore I counsel you 
to buy from me gold refined by fire, 
that you may be rich, and white gar¬ 
ments to clothe you and to keep the 
shame of your nakedness from being 
seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, 
that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, 
I reprove and chasten; so be zealous 
and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock; if any one hears my 
voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to him and eat with him, and he with 
me. 21 He who conquers, I will grant 
him to sit with me on my throne, as I 
myself conquered and sat down with 
my Father on his throne. 22 He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches/ ” 

4 After this I looked, and lo, in 
heaven an open door! And the first 
voice, which I had heard speaking to 
me like a trumpet, said, “Come up 
hither, and I will show you what must 
take place after this.” 2 At once I was in 
the Spirit, and lo, a throne stood in 
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heaven, with one seated on the throne! 
3And he who sat there appeared like 
jasper and camelian, and round the 
throne was a rainbow that looked like 
an emerald. 4 Round the throne were 
twenty-four thrones, and seated on the 
thrones were twenty-four elders, dad in 
white garments, with golden crowns 
upon their heads. 5 From the throne 
issue flashes of lightning, and voices 
and peals of thunder, and before the 
throne bum seven torches of fire, which 
are the seven spirits of God; 6 and 
before the throne there is as it were a 
sea of glass, like crystal. 

And round the throne, on each side 
of the throne, are four living creatures, 
full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the 
first living creature like a lion, the 
second living creature like an ox, the 
third living creature with the face of a 
man, and the fourth living creature like 
a flying eagle. 8 And the four living 
creatures, each of them with six wings, 
are full of eyes all round and within, 
and day and night they never cease to 
sing. 

Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
Almighty, 

who was and is and is to come!” 
9 And whenever the living creatures give 
glory and honour and thanks to him 
who is seated on the throne, who lives 
for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four 
elders fall down before him who is 
seated on the throne and worship him 
who lives for ever and ever; they cast 
their crowns before the throne, singing, 
11 “Worthy art thou, our Lord and 
God, 

to receive glory and honour and 
power, 

for thou didst create all things, 

and by thy will they existed and were 
created.” 

And I saw in the right hand of him 
who was seated on the throne a 
scroll written within and on the back, 
sealed with seven seals; 2 and I saw a 
strong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll 
and break its seals?” 3 And no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth 
was able to open the scroll or to look 
into it, 4 and I wept much that no one 
was found worthy to open the scroll or 


to look into it. 5 Then one of the elders 
said to me, “Weep not; lo, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open the 
scroll and its seven seals.” 

6 And between the throne and the 
four living creatures and among the 
elders, 1 saw a Lamb standing, as 
though it had been slain, with seven 
horns and with seven eyes, which are 
the seven spirits of God sent out into 
all the earth ; 7 and he went and took the 
scroll from the right hand of him who 
was seated on the throne. 8 And when 
he had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders 
fell down before the Lamb, each hold¬ 
ing a harp, and with golden bowls full 
of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints; 9 and they sang a new song, 
saying, 

“Worthy art thou to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, 
for thou wast slain and by thy blood 
didst ransom men for God 
from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation, 

10 and hast made them a kingdom and 

priests to our God, 
and they shall reign on earth.” 

11 Then I looked, and I heard around 
the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 12 saying with 
a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and might and honour and 
glory and blessing!” l3 And I heard 
every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, 
and all therein, saying, “To him who 
sits upon the throne and to the Lamb 
be blesvsing and honour and glory and 
might for ever and ever!” 14 And the 
four living creatures said, “Amen!” and 
the elders fell down and worshipped. 

5 Now I saw when the Lamb opened 
one of the seven seals, and I heard 
one of the four living creatures say, as 
with a voice of thunder, “Come!” 
2 And I saw, and behold, a white horse, 
and its rider had a bow; and a crown 
was given to him, and he went out 
conquering and to conquer. 
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3 When he opened the second seal, 
l heard the second living creature say, 
“Come!” 4 And out came another 
horse, bright red; its rider was permit¬ 
ted to take peace from the earth, so that 
men should slay one another; and he 
was given a great sword, 

5 When he opened the third seal, I 
heard the third living creature say, 
“Come!” And 1 saw, and behold, a 
black horse, and its rider had a balance 
in his hand; 6 and 1 heard what seemed 
to be a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures saying, “A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, 0 and three quarts 
of barley for a denarius; 4 * but do not 
harm oil and wane!” 

7 When he opened the fourth seal, 
l heard the voice of the fourth living 
creature say, “Come!” 8 And 1 saw, and 
behold, a pale horse, and its rider’s 
name was Death, and Hades followed 
him; and they were given power over 
a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword 
and with famine and with pestilence 
and by wild beasts of the earth. 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw 
under the altar the souls of those who 
had been slain for the word of God and 
for the witness they had borne; 10 they 
cried out with a loud voice, “G Sover¬ 
eign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before thou wilt judge and avenge our 
blood on those who dwell upon the 
earth?” 11 Then they were each given a 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, 
until the number of their fellow servants 
and their brethren should be complete, 
who were to be killed as they themselves 
had been. 

12 When he opened the sixth seal, 
I looked, and behold, there was a great 
earthquake; and the sun became black 
as sackcloth, the full moon became like 
blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to 
the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter 
fruit when shaken by a gale; 14 the sky 
vanished like a scroll that is rolled up, 
and every mountain and island was re¬ 
moved from its place. 15 Then the kings 
of the earth and the great men and the 
generals and the rich and the strong, 
and every one, slave and free, hid in the 
caves and among the rocks of the 
mountains, 16 calling to the mountains 


and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from 
the face of him who is seated on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb; 17 for the great day of their 
wrath has come, and who can stand 
before it?” 

After this I saw four angels stand¬ 
ing at the four comers of the earth, 
holding back the four winds of the 
earth, that no wind might blow on earth 
or sea or against any tree. 2-Then I saw 
another angel ascend from the rising of 
the sun, with the seal of the living God, 
and he called with a loud voice to the 
four angels who had been given power 
to harm earth and sea, 3 saying, “Do 
not harm the earth or the sea or the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants of 
our God upon their foreheads.” 4 And 
I heard the number of the sealed, a 
hundred and forty-foui thousand sealed, 
out of every tribe of the sons of Israel, 
3 twelve thousand sealed out of the tribe 
of Judah, twelve thousand of the tribe of 
Reuben, twelve thousand of the tribe 
of Gad, 6 twelve thousand of the tribe of 
Asher, twelve thousand of the tribe of 
Naph'taii, twelve thousand of the tribe 
of Manas'seh, 7 twelve thousand of the 
tribe of Simeon, twelve thousand 
of the tribe of Levi, twelve thousand of 
the tribe of Is'sachar, 8 twelve thousand 
of the tribe of Zeb'uiun, twelve thou¬ 
sand of the tribe of Joseph, twelve thou¬ 
sand sealed out of the tribe of Benjamin. 

9 After this I looked, and behold, a 
great multitude which no man could 
number, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and tongues, stand¬ 
ing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands, 10 and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb!” “And all 
the angels stood round the throne and 
round the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshipped God, 
*2 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory 
and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honour and power and might be to our 
God for ever and ever! Amen.” 

13 Then one of the elders addressed 
me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in 


* The denarius waa worth about seventeen pence 

6.6: 2 Kings 6.25. 6.8: Hos 13.14; Ezek 5.12. 6.10: Zech M2; Ps 79.5; Gen 4.10. 

6.12:Joel 2.31; Acts 2.20. 6.13* Is 34.4. 6.15: Is 2.10. 6.16: Hos 10.8. 6.17: Joel 2.11; Mai 3.2. 
7.1: Zech 6.5. 7.3: Ezek 9.4. 



REVELATION 7 232 Opening the bottomless pij 


white robes, and whence have they 
come?” 14 1 said to him, “Sir, you 
know.” And he said to me, “These are 
they who have come out of the great 
tribulation; they have washed their 
robes .and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

15 Therefore are they before the throne 

of God, 

and serve him day and night within 
his temple ; 

and he who sits upon the throne 
will shelter them with his pres¬ 
ence. 

16 They shall hunger no more, neither 

thirst any more; 

the sun shall not strike them, nor 
any scorching heat. 

17 For the Lamb in the midst of the 

throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs 
of living water; 

and God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.” 

When the Lamb opened the 
seventh seal, there was silence in 
heaven for about half an hour. 2 Then 
I saw the seven angels who stand before 
God, and seven trumpets were given to 
them. 3 And another angel came and 
stood at the altar with a golden censer; 
and he was given much incense to 
mingle with the prayers of all the saints 
upon the golden altar before the throne; 
4 and the smoke of the incense rose with 
the prayers of the saints from the hand 
of the angel before God. 5 Then the 
angel took the censer and filled it with 
fire from the altar and threw it on the 
earth; and there were peals of thunder, 
loud noises, flashes of lightning, and an 
earthquake. 

6 Now the seven angels who had the 
seven trumpets made ready to blow 
them. 

7 The first angel blew his trumpet, 
and there followed hail and fire, mixed 
with blood, which fell on the earth; and 
a third of die earth was burnt up, and a 
third of the trees were burnt up, and all 
green grass was burnt up. 

8 The second angel blew his trum¬ 
pet, and something like a great moun¬ 
tain, burning with fire, was thrown 
into the sea; • and a third of the sea 


became blood, a third of the living 
creatures in the sea died, and a third of 
the ships were destroyed. 

10 The third angel blew his trumpet 
and a great star fell from heaven, blazing 
like a torch, and it fell on a third of the 
rivers and on the fountains of water, 
11 The name of the star is Wormwood. 
A third of the waters became worm¬ 
wood, and many men died of the water, 
because it was made bitter. 

12 The fourth angel blew his trum¬ 
pet, and a third of the sun was struck, 
and a third of the moon, and a third o< 
the stars, so that a third of their light 
was darkened; a third of the day was 
kept from shining, and likewise a third 
of the night. 

13 Then I looked, and I heard an 
eagle crying with a loud voice, as it flew 
in midheaven, “Woe, woe, woe to those 
who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of 
the other trumpets which the three, 
angels are about to blow!” 

And the fifth angel blew his trum¬ 
pet, and I saw a star fallen from 
heaven to earth, and he was given the 
key of the shaft of the bottomless pit ; 
2 he opened the shaft of the bottomless 
pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like 
the smoke of a great furnace, and the 
sun and the air were darkened with the 
smoke from the shaft. 3 Then from the 
smoke came locusts on the earth, and 
they were given power like the power of 
scorpions of the earth; 4 they were told 
not to harm the grass of the earth or 
any green growth or any tree, but only 
those of mankind who have not the seal 
of God upon their foreheads ; 5 they 
were allowed to torture them for five 
months, but not to kill them, and their 
torture was like the torture of a scorpion, 
when it stings a man. 6 And in those days 
men will seek death and will not find it; 
they will long to die, and death will fly 
from them. 

7 In appearance the locusts were like 
horses arrayed for battle; on their heads 
were what looked like crowns of gold; 
their faces were like h uman faces, 
8 their hair like women’s hair, and their 
teeth like lions' teeth; 9 they had scales 
like iron breastplates, and the noise of 
their wings was like the noise of many 
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chariots with horses rushing into battle, 

10 They have tails like scorpions, and 
stings, and their power of hurting men 
for five months lies in their tails, 

11 They have as king over them the 
angel of the bottomless pit; his name in 
Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he 
is called ApoHyon.* 

12 The first woe has passed; behold, 
two woes are still to come, 

13 Then the sixth angel blew his 
trumpet, and I heard a voice from the 
four horns of the golden altar before 
God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who 
had the trumpet, “Release the four 
angels who are bound at the great river 
Eu-phra'tes.” 15 So the four angels were 
released, who had been held ready for 
the hour, the day, the month, and the 
year, to kill a third of mankind. lt > The 
number of the troops of cavalry was 
twice ten thousand times ten thousand; 

1 heard their number, 17 And this was 
how I saw the horses in my vision; the 
riders wore breastplates the colour of fire 
and of sapphire 0 and of sulphur, and the 
heads of the horses were like lions' 
heads, and fire and smoke and sulphur 
issued from their mouths. 18 By these 
three plagues a third of mankind was 
killed, by the fire and smoke and sul¬ 
phur issuing from their mouths. 19 For 
the power of the horses is in their 
mouths and in their tails; their tails are 
like serpents, with heads, and by means 
of them they wound. 

20 The rest of mankind, who were 
not killed by these plagues, did not 
repent of the works of their hands nor 
give up worshipping demons and idols 
of gold and silver and bronze and stone 
and wood, which cannot either see or 
hear or walk; 21 nor did they repent of 
their murders or their sorceries or their 
immorality or their thefts. 

*|A Then I saw another mighty 
lv angel coming down from heaven, 
wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow 
over his head, and his face was like the 
sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 

2 He had a little scroll open in his hand. 
And he set his right foot on the sea, 
and his left foot on the land, 3 and 
called out with a loud voice, like a lion 
roaring; when he called out, the seven 


thunders sounded. 4 And when the 
seven thunders had sounded, I was 
about to write, but 1 heard a voice from 
heaven saying, “Seal up what the seven 
thunders have said, and do not write it 
down.” 5 And the angel whom I saw 
standing on sea and land lifted up his 
right hand to heaven 6 and swore by him 
who lives for ever and ever, who created 
heaven and what is in it, the earth and 
what is in it, and the sea and what is in 
it, that there should be no more delay, 
7 but that in the days of the trumpet 
call to be sounded by the seventh angel, 
the mystery of God, as he announced 
to his servants the prophets, should be 
fulfilled. 

8 Then the voice which I had heard 
from heaven spoke to me again, saying, 
“Go, take the scroll which is open in the 
hand of the angel who is standing on the 
sea and on the land.” 9 So I went to the 
angel and told him to give me the little 
scroll; and he said to me, “Take it and 
eat; it will be bitter to your stomach, 
but sweet as honey in your mouth. 

10 And I took the little scroll from the 
hand of the angel and ate it; it was 
sweet as honey in my mouth, but when 
1 had eaten it my stomach was made 
bitter. 11 And I was told, “You must 
again prophesy about many peoples and 
nations and tongues and kings.” 

H Then I was given a measuring 
rod like a staff, and I was told: 
“Rise and measure the temple of God 
and the altar and those who worship 
there, 2 but do not measure the court 
outside the temple; leave that out, for 
it is given over to the nations, and they 
will trample over the holy city for 
forty-two months. 3 And I will grant 
my two witnesses power to prophesy for 
one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days, clothed in sackcloth.” 

4 These are the two olive trees and 
the two lampstands which stand before 
the Lord of the earth. 5 And if any one 
would harm them, fire pours from their 
mouth and consumes their foes; if any 
one would harm them, thus he is 
doomed to be killed. 6 They have power 
to shut the sky, that no rain may fall 
during the days of their prophesying. 


* Or Destroyer e Greek hyacinth 
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and they have power over the waters to and those who fear thy name, both 

turn them into blood, and to smite the small and great, 

earth with every plague, as often as they and for destroying the destroyers of 

desire. 7 And when they have finished the earth.” 

their testimony, the beast that ascends 19 Then God's temple in heaven was 

from the bottomless pit will make war opened, and the ark of his covenant was 

upon them and conquer them and kill seen within his temple; and there were 

them, 8 and their dead bodies will lie flashes of lightning, loud noises, peals 

in the street of the great city which is of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy 

allegorically** called Sodom and Egypt, hail. 

where their Lord was crucified. 9 For 

three days and a half men from the ij And a great portent appeared in 
peoples and tribes and tongues and IX heaven, a woman clothed with 
nations gaze at their dead bodies and the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, and on her head a crown of twelve 
and those who dwell on the earth will stars; 2 she was with child and she cried 
rejoice over them and make merry and out in her pangs of birth, in anguish for 
exchange presents, because these two delivery. 3 And another portent appeared 
prophets had been a torment to those in heaven; behold, a great red dragon, 
who dwell on the earth. 11 But after the with seven heads and ten horns, and 
three and a half days a breath of life seven diadems upon his heads. 4 His 
from God entered them, and they stood tail swept down a third of the stars of 
up on their feet, and great fear fell on heaven, and cast them to the earth, 
those who saw them. 12 Then they heard And the dragon stood before the woman 
a loud voice from heaven saying to who was about to bear a child, that he 
them, “Come up hither!” And in the might devour her child when she 
sight of their foes they went up to brought it forth; s she brought forth a 
heaven in a cloud. 13 And at that hour male child, one who is to rule all the 
there was a great earthquake, and a nations with a rod of iron, but her child 
tenth of the city fell; seven thousand was caught up to God and to his throne, 
people were killed in the earthquake, 6 and the woman fled into the wilder- 
and the rest were terrified and gave ness, where she has a place prepared by 
glory to the God of heaven. God, in which to be nourished for one 

14 The second woe has passed; be- thousand two hundred and sixty days, 
hold, the third woe is soon to come. 7 Now war arose in heaven, Michael 

15 Then the seventh angel blew his and his angels fighting against the 

trumpet, and there were loud voices in dragon; and the dragon and his angels 
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the fought, 8 but they were defeated and 
world has become the kingdom of our there was no longer any place for them 
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was 
reign for ever and ever.” i6 And the thrown down, that ancient serpent, who 
twenty-four elders who sit on their is called the Devil and Satan, the de¬ 
thrones before God fell on their faces ceiver of the whole world——he was 
and worshipped God, 17 saying, thrown down to the earth, and his angels 

“We give thanks to thee, Lord God were thrown down with him. 10 And 
Almighty, who art and who I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 
wast, “Now the salvation and the power and 

that thou hast taken thy great the kingdom of our God and the 
power and begun to reign. authority of his Christ have come, for 

The nations raged, but thy wrath the accuser of our brethren has been 
came, thrown down, who accuses them day 

and the time for the dead to be and night before our God, 11 And they 
judged, have conquered him by the blood of the 

for rewarding thy servants, the Lamb and by the word of their testi- 
prophets and saints, mony, for they loved not their lives 

4 Greek spiritually 
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even unto death- 12 Rejoice then, O 8 and all who dwell on earth will wor- 
hcaven and you that dwell therein! But ship it, every one whose name has not 
woe to you, O earth and sea, for the been written before the foundation of 
devil has come down to you in great the world in the book of life of the 
wrath, because he knows that his time Lamb that was slain. 9 If any one has 
is short!” an ear, let him hear: 

13 And when the dragon saw that he 10 If any one is to be taken captive, 
had been thrown down to the earth, he to captivity he goes; 
pursued the woman who had borne the if any one slays with the sword, 
male child. 14 But the woman was given with the sword must he be slain, 

the two wings of the great eagle that, she Here is a call for the endurance and 
might fly mom the serpent into the faith of the saints, 
wilderness, to the place where she is to 11 Then I saw another beast which 
be nourished for a time, and times, and rose out of the earth; it had two horns 
half a time. 15 The serpent poured water like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon, 
like a river out of his mouth after the *2 It exercises all the authority of the 
woman, to sweep her away with the first beast in its presence, and makes the 
flood. 16 But the earth came to the help earth and its inhabitants worship the 
of the woman, and the earth opened its first beast, whose mortal wound was 
mouth and swallowed the river which healed. 13 It works great signs, even 
the dragon had poured from his mouth, making fire come down from heaven to 
J- 7 Then the dragon was angry with the earth in the sight of men; 14 and by the 
woman, and went off to make war on signs which it is allowed to work in the 
the rest of her offspring, on those who presence of the beast, it deceives those 
keep the commandments of God and who dwell on earth, bidding them make 
bear testimony to Jesus. And he stood* an image for the beast which was 
on the sand of the sea. wounded by the sword and yet lived; 

B And I saw a beast rising out of 35 and it was allowed to give breath to 
the sea, with ten horns and seven the image of the beast so that the image 
heads, with ten diadems upon its horns of the beast should even speak, and to 
and a blasphemous name upon its heads, cause those who would not worship the 
2 And the beast that I saw was like a image of the beast to be slain. lb Also it 
leopard, its feet were like a bear’s, and causes all, both small and great, both 
its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And rich and poor, both free and slave, to 
to it the dragon gave his power and his be marked on the right hand or the fore¬ 
throne and great authority. 3 One of its head, 17 so that no one can buy or sell 
heads seemed to have a mortal wound, unless he has the mark, that is, the 
but its mortal wound was healed, and name of the beast or the number of its 
the whole earth followed the beast with name. 18 This calls fox wisdom: let him 
wonder. 4 Men worshipped the dragon, who has understanding reckon the 
for he had given his authority to the number of the beast, for it is a human 
beast, and they worshipped the beast, number, its number is six hundred an d 
saying, “Who is like the beast, and who sixty-six.*? 

can fight against it?” i A Then I looked, and lo, on 

5 And the beast was given a mouth It Mount Zion stood the Lamb, 
uttering haughty and blasphemous and with him a hundred and forty-four 
words, and it was allowed to exercise thousand who had his name and his 
authority for forty-two months; 6 it Father’s name written on their fore- 
opened its mouth to utter blasphemies heads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven 
against God, blaspheming his name and like the sound of many waters and like 
his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in the sound of loud thunder; the voice 
heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make I heard was like the sound of harpers 
war on the saints and to conquer them/ playing on their harps, 3 and they sing 
And authority was given it over every a new song before the throne and before 
tribe and people and tongue and nation, the four living creatures and before the 

Oth«r undent authorities read And / stood, connecting the sentence with Ch 13.1 
•'Other ancient authorities omit this sentence e Other ancient authorities read six kstndrtd and sixttm 
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elders. No one could learn that song 
except the hundred and forty-four 
thousand who had been redeemed from 
the earth. 4 It is these who have not 
defiled themselves with women, for they 
are chaste;* it is these who follow the 
Lamb wherever he goes; these have 
been redeemed from mankind as first 
fruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in 
their mouth no lie was found, for they 
are spotless. 

6 Then I saw another angel flying in 
midheaven, with an eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who dwell on earth, 
to every nation and tribe and tongue 
and people; 7 and he said with a loud 
voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 
for the hour of his judgment has come, 
and worship him who made heaven and 
earth, the sea and the fountains of 
water.” 

8 Another angel, a second, followed, 
saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great, she who made all nations drink 
the wine of her impure passion.” 

9 And another angel, a third, fol¬ 
lowed them, saying with a loud voice, 
“If any one worships the. beast and its 
image, and receives a mark on his fore¬ 
head or on his hand, 10 he also shall 
drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured 
unmixed into the cup of his anger, and 
he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy 
angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 
"And the smoke of their torment goes 
up for ever and ever; and they have no 
rest, day or night, these worshippers of 
the beast and its image, and whoever 
receives the mark of its name.” 

12 Here is a call for the endurance of 
the saints, those who keep the com¬ 
mandments of God and the faith of 
Jesus. 

13 And I heard a voice from heaven 
saying, “Write this: Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord henceforth.” 
“Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that 
they may rest from their labours, for 
their deeds follow them!” 

14 Then I looked, and lo, a white 
cloud, and seated on the cloud one like 
a son of man, with a golden crown on his 
head, and a sharp sickle in his hand. 
15 And another angel came out of the 
temple, calling with a loud voice to him 


who sat upon the cloud, “Put in your 
sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap 
has come, for the harvest of the earth is 
fully ripe.” 16 So he who sat upon the 
cloud swung his sickle on the earth, and 
the earth was reaped. 

17 And another angel came out of 
the temple in heaven, and he too had 
a sharp sickle. 18 Then another angel 
came out from the altar, the angel who 
has power over fire, and he called with 
a loud voice to him who had the sharp 
sickle, “Put in your sickle, and gather 
the dusters of the vine of the earth, for 
its grapes are ripe.” 19 So the angel 
swung his sickle on the earth and gath¬ 
ered the vintage of the earth, and threw 
it into the great wine press of the wrath 
of God; 70 and the wine press was 
trodden outside the dty, and blood 
flowed from the wine press, as high as 
a horse’s bridle, for one thousand six 
hundred stadia.* 

*| C Then I saw another portent in 
U heaven, great and wonderful, 
seven angels with seven plagues, which 
are the last, for with them the wrath of 
God is ended. 

2 And I saw what appeared to be a 
sea of glass mingled with fire, and those 
who had conquered the beast and its 
image and the number of its name, 
standing beside the sea of glass with 
harps of God in their hands. AAnd they 
sing the song of Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 

“Great and wonderful are thy deeds, 

O Lord God the Almighty! 

Just and true are thy ways, 

O King of the ages M 
♦ Who shall not fear and glorify thy 
name, O Lord? 

For thou alone art holy. 

All nations shall come and worship 
thee, 

for thy judgments have been re* 
vealed.” 

5 After this I looked, and the temple 
of the tent of witness in heaven was 
opened, 6 and out of the temple came 
the seven angels with the seven plagues, 
robed in pure bright linen, and their 
breasts girded with golden girdles. 7 And 
one of the four living creatures gave the 
seven angels seven golden bowk full of 


* Greek virgins * About two hundred miles 3 Other undent authorities raid th* nations 
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the wrath of God who lives for ever and 
ever; 8 and the temple was filled with 
smoke from the glory of God and from 
his power, and no one could enter the 
temple until the seven plagues of the 
seven angels were ended. 

Then I heard a loud voice from 
the temple telling the seven an¬ 
gels, “Go and pour out on the earth the 
seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 

2 So the first angel went and poured 
his bowl on the earth, and foul and evil 
sores came upon the men who bore the 
mark of the beast and worshipped its 
image. 

3 The second angel poured his bowl 
into the sea, and it became like the blood 
of a dead man, and every living thing 
died that was in the sea. 

4 The third angel poured his bowl 
into the rivers and the fountains of 
water, and they became blood. 3 And 
I heard the angel of water say, 

“Just art thou in these thy judgments, 

thou who art and wast, O Holy One. 

* For men have shed the blood of saints 
and prophets, 

and thou hast given them blood to 
drink. 

It is their due!” 

7 And I heard the altar cry, 

“Yea, Lord God the Almighty, 

true and just are thy judgments!” 

8 The fourth angel poured his bowl 
on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch 
men with fire; 9 men were scorched by 
the fierce heat, and they cursed the name 
of God who had power over these 
plagues, and they did not repent and 
give him glory. 

10 The fifth angel poured his bowl on 
the throne of the beast, and its kingdom 
was in darkness; men gnawed their 
tongues in anguish 11 and cursed the 
God of heaven for their pain and sores, 
and did not repent of their deeds. 

12 The sixth angel poured his bowl 
on the great river Eu-phra'tes, and its 
water was dried up, to prepare the way 
for the kings from the east. I3 And I saw, 
issuing from the mouth of the dragon 
and from the mouth of the beast and 
from the mouth of the false prophet, 
three foul spirits like frogs; 14 for they 
are demonic spirits performing signs, 


who go abroad to the kings of the whole 
world, to assemble them for battle on 
the great day of God the Almighty. 
15 (“Lo> I am coming like a thief I 
Blessed is he who is awake, keeping his 
arments that he may not go naked and 
e seen exposed!”) i$And they assem¬ 
bled them at the place which is called in 
Hebrew Armaged'don. 

17 The seventh angel poured his 
bowl into the air, and a great voice came 
out of the temple, from the throne, 
saying, “It is done!” 18 And there were 
flashes of lightning, loud noises, peals of 
thunder, and a great earthquake such as 
had never been since men were on the 
earth, so great was that earthquake. 
19 The gTeat city was split into three 
parts, and the cities of the nations fell, 
and God remembered great Babylon, 
to make her drain the cup of the fury of 
his wrath. 20 And every island fled away, 
and no mountains were to be found; 
21 and great hailstones, heavy as a hun¬ 
dredweight, dropped on men from 
heaven, till men cursed God for the 
plague of the hail, so fearful was that 
plague. 

n Then one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls came 
and said to me, “Come, I will show you 
the judgment of the great harlot who is 
seated upon many waters, 2 with whom 
the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication, and with the wine of whose 
fornication the dwellers on earth have 
become drunk.” 3 And he carried me 
away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and 
I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast 
which was full of blasphemous names, 
and it had seven heads and ten horns. 
4 The woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet, and bedecked with gold and 
jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a 
golden cup full of abominations and the 
impurities of her fornication; 5 and on 
her forehead was written a name of 
mystery: “Babylon the great, mother of 
harlots and of earth’s abominations.” 
6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the 
blood of the saints and the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus. 

When I saw her I marvelled greatly. 
7 But the angel said to me, “Why 
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marvel? I will tell you the mystery of a haunt of every foul and hateful 
the woman, and of the beast with seven bird; 

heads and ten horns that carries her. 3 for all nations have drunk* the wine 

8 The beast that you saw was, and is of her impure passion, 

not, and is to ascend from the bottom- and the kings of the earth have com- 

less pit and go to perdition; and the mitted fornication with her, 

dwellers on earth whose names have not and the merchants of the earth have 

been written in the book of life from grown rich with the wealth of 

the foundation of the world, will marvel her wantonness.” 

to behold the beast, because it was and 4 Then I heard another voice from 

is not and is to come. 9 This calls for a heaven saying, 

mind with wisdom: the seven heads are “Come out of her, my people, 

seven hills on which the woman is lest you take part in her sins, 

seated; 10 they are also seven kings, five lest you share in her plagues; 

of whom have fallen, one is, the other S for her sins are heaped high as heaven, 

has not yet come, and when he comes and God has remembered her in- 

he must remain only a little while. 11 As iquities. 

for the beast that was and is not, it is 6 Render to her as she herself has 
an eighth but it belongs to the seven, rendered, 

and it goes to perdition. 12 And the ten and repay her double for her deeds; 

horns mat you saw are ten kings who mix a double draught for her in the 

have not yet received royal power, but cup she mixed, 

they are to receive authority as kings for 7 As she glorified herself and played 
one hour, together with the beast. the wanton, 

13 These are of one mind and give over so give her a like measure of torment 

their power and authority to the beast; and mourning. 

14 they will make war on the Lamb, and Since in her heart she says, ‘A queen 

the Lamb will conquer them, for he is I sit. 

Lord of lords and King of kings, and I am no widow, mourning I shall 
those with him are called and chosen never see,* 

and faithful.*’ 8 so shall her plagues come in a single 

15 And he said to me, “The waters day, 

that you saw, where the harlot is seated, pestilence and mourning and famine, 

are peoples and multitudes and nations and she shall be burned with fire; 

and tongues. 16 And the ten horns that for mighty is the Lord God who 

you saw, they and the beast will hate judges her.** 

the harlot; they will make her desolate 9 And the kings of the earth, who 
and naked, and devour her flesh and committed fornication and were wanton 
bum her up with fire, 17 for God has with her, will weep and wail over her 
put it into their hearts to carry out his when they see the smoke of her burning; 
purpose by being of one mind and 1° they will stand far off, in fear of her 
giving over their royal power to the torment, and say, 
beast, until the words of God shall be “Alas! alas! thou great city, 

fulfilled. l8 And the woman that you saw thou mighty city, Babylon! 

is the great city which has dominion In one hour has thy judgment come.** 

over the kings of the earth.” 11 And the merchants of the earth 

*| O After this I saw another angel weep and mourn for her, since no one 
JLO coming down from heaven, hav- buys their cargo any more, 12 cargo of 
ing great authority; and the earth was gold, silver, jewels and pearls, fine 
made bright with his splendour. 2 And linen, purple, silk and scarlet, all kinds 
he called out with a mighty voice, of scented wood, all articles of ivory, 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! all articles of costly wood, bronze, iron 
It has become a dwelling place of and marble, 13 cinnamon, spice, incense, 
demons, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine 

a haunt of every foul spirit, flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses 

* Other ancient authorities read fallen by 

17.8: Dan 7.3; Rev 3.5. 17.12: Dan 7.20-24. 17.14: Dan 2.47. 18.2: Is 21.9; Ter 50.39. 

18.3: Jer 25.15, 27. 18.4: Is 48.20; Jer 50.8. 18.5: Jer 51.9. 18.6: Ps 137.8. 18.7: Is 47.8-9. 

18.9: Ezek 26.16-17. 18.11: Ezek 27.36. 18.12: Ezek 27.12-13, 22. 
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and chariots, and slaves, that is, human 
souls. 

w “The fruit for which thy soul longed 
has gone from thee, 
and all thy dainties and thy splendour 
are lost to thee, never to be 
found again I” 

i 15 The merchants of these wares, who 
gained wealth from her, will stand far 
oiT, in fear of her torment, weeping and 
mourning aloud, 

“Alas, alas, for the great city 
that was clothed in fine linen, in 
purple and scarlet, 
bedecked with gold, with jewels, and 
with pearls! 

* 7 In one hour all this wealth has been 
laid waste.” 

And all shipmasters and seafaring 
men, sailors and ah whose trade is on 
the sea, stood far off 18 and cried out 
as they saw the smoke of her burning, 
“What city was like the great city?” 
l9 And they threw dust on their heads, 
as they wept and mourned, crying out, 
“Alas, alas, for the great city 
where all who had ships at sea grew 
rich by her wealth! 

In one hour she has been laid waste. 
2° Rejoice over her, O heaven, 

O saints and apostles and prophets, 
for God has given judgment for you 
against her!” 

21 Then a mighty angel took up a 
stone like a great millstone and tlirew 
it into the sea, saying, 

“So shall Babylon the great city be 
thrown down with violence, 
and shall be found no more; 

22 and the sound of harpers and min¬ 

strels, of flute players and 
trumpeters, 

shall be heard in thee no more; 
and a craftsman of any craft 

shall be found in thee no more; 
and the sound of the millstone 
shall be heard in thee no more; 

23 and the light of a lamp 

shall shine in thee no more; 
and the voice of bridegroom and bride 
shall be heard in thee no more; 
for thy merchants were the great men 
of the earth, 

and all nations were deceived by 
thy sorcery. 


24 And in her was found the blood of 
prophets and of saints, 
and of all who have been slain on 
earth.” 

iQ After this I heard what seemed 
I-' to be the mighty voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying, 

“Halleluiah! Salvation and glory and 
power belong to our God, 

2 for his judgments are true and just; 
he has judged the great harlot who 

corrupted the earth with her 
fornication, 

and he has avenged on her the blood 
of his servants.” 

3 Once more they cried, 

“Hallelujah! The smoke from her 

goes up for ever and ever.” 

4 And the twenty-four elders and the 
four living creatures fell down and 
worshipped God who is seated on the 
throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 
5 And from the throne came a voice 
crying, 

“Praise our God, all you his servants, 
you who fear him, small and great.” 

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the 
voice of a great multitude, like the 
sound of many waters and like the 
sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying, 

“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God 
the Almighty reigns. 

7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him 

the glory, 

for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, 

and his Bride has made herself ready; 

8 it was granted her to be clothed with 

fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds 
of the saints. 

9 And the angel said 1 to me, “Write 
this: Blessed are those who are invited 
to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
And he said to me, “These are true 
words of God.” 10 Then I fell down at 
his feet to worship him, but he said to 
me, “You must not do that! I am a 
fellow servant with you and your 
brethren who hold the testimony of 
Jesus. Worship God,” For the testi¬ 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. 

11 Then I saw heaven opened, and 
behold, a white horse! He who sat upon 
it is called Faithful and True, and in 


I Greek he said 

18.15: Ezek 27.36, 31. 18.17: Is 23,14; Ezek 27.26 30, 18.19: Ezek 27 30-34. 18.20: Is 44.23; Jer 51.48. 

18.21: Jer 51.63; Ezek 26.21. 18.22: Is 24.8; Ezek 26.13. 18.23: Jer 25.10. 1834: Jer 51.49. 

18.2: Deut 32.43. 193: Is 34.10. 19.5: Ps 115.13. 19.7: Ps 118.24. 19.11: Ezek 1.1. 
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righteousness he judges and makes war. 4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on 
12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and them were those to whom judgment 
on his head are many diadems; and he was committed. Also I saw the souls of 
has a name inscribed which no one those who had been beheaded for their 
knows but himself. 13 He is clad in a testimony to Jesus and for the word of 
robe dipped in m blood, and the name God, and who had not worshipped the 
by which he is called is The Word of beast or its image and had not received 
God. 14 And the armies of heaven, its mark on their foreheads or their 
arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, hands. They came to life, and reigned 
followed him on white horses. 15 From with Christ a thousand years. 5 The 
his mouth issues a sharp sword with rest of the dead did not come to life 
which to smite the nations, and he will until the thousand years were ended, 
rule them with a rod of iron; he will This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed 
tread the wine press of the fury of the and holy is he who shares in the first 
wrarh of God the Almighty. On his resurrection! Over such the second 
robe and on his thigh he has a name death has no power, but they shall be 
inscribed. King of kings and Lord of priests of God and of Christ, and they 
lords. shall reign with him a thousand years.. 

17 Then I saw an angel standing in 7 And when the thousand years are 
the sun, and with a loud voice he called ended, Satan will be loosed from his 
to all the birds that fly in midheaven, prison 8 and will come out to deceive 
“Come, gather for the great supper of the nations which are at the four comers 
God, 18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of the earth, that is, Gog and Magog, 
of captains, the flesh of mighty men, to gather them for battle; their number 
the flesh of horses and their riders, and is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they 
the flesh of all men, both free and slave, marched up over the broad earth and 
both small and great.” 19 And I saw the surrounded the camp of the saints and 
beast and the kings of the earth with the beloved city; but fire came down 
their armies gathered to make war from heaven” and consumed them, 
against him who sits upon the horse and and the devil who had deceived them 
against his army. 20 And the beast was was thrown into the lake of fire and 
captured, and with it the false prophet brimstone where the beast and the false 
who in its presence had worked the prophet were, and they will be tor- 
signs by which he deceived those who mented day and night for ever and 
had received the mark of the beast and ever. 

those who worshipped its image. These 11 Then I saw a great white throne 
two were thrown alive into the lake of and him who sat upon it; from his 
fire that bums with brimstone. 21 And presence earth and sky fled away, and 
the rest were slain by the sword of him no place was found for them. 12 And I 
who sits upon the horse, the sword that saw the dead, great and small, standing 
issues from his mouth; and all the birds before the throne, and books were 
were gorged with their flesh. opened. Also another book was opened, 

OA Then I saw an angel coming which is the book of life. And the dead 
~ v down from heaven, holding in were judged by what was written in the 
his hand the key of the bottomless pit books, by what they had done. 13 And 
and a great chain. 2 And he seized the the sea gave up the dead in it. Death 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the and Hades gave up the dead in them. 
Devil and Satan, and bound him for a and all were judged by what they had 
thousand years, 3 and threw him into done. M Then Death and Hades were 
the pit, and shut it and sealed it over thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
him, that he should deceive the nations second death, the lake of fire; 15 and if 
no more, till the thousand years were any one's name was not found written 
ended. After that he must be loosed for in the book of life, he was thrown into 
a little while. the lake of fire. 

m Other ancient authorities read sprinkled with 

” Other ancient authorities read from God, out of heaven, at out of heaven from God 
19.12t Dan 10.6. 19.15: Ps 2.9. 

19.16: Deut 10.17; Dan 2.47. 19.17: Ezek 39.4, 17-20. 

20.4: Dan 7.9, 22,27. 20.8: Ezek 38.2, 9, 15. 20.9:2 Kings 1.10-12. 20.11-12: Dan 7.9-101 
20.15: Rev 3.5. 
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/% -fl Then I saw a new heaven and a 
jL X new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband; 3 and 
I heard a great voice from the throne 
saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God 
is with men. He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, 0 
and God himself will be with them;* 5, 
4 he will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death shall be no more, 
neither shall there be mourning nor 
crying nor pain any more, for the 
former things have passed away,” 

5 And he who sat upon the throne 
said, “Behold, I make all things new,” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these 
words are trustworthy and true,” 6 And 
he said to me, “It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give 
water without price from the fountain 
of the water of life. 7 He who conquers 
shall have this heritage, and I will be 
his God and he shall be my son. 8 But 
as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 
polluted, as for murderers, fornicators, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 
lot shall be in the lake that bums with 
fire and brimstone, which is the second 
death.” 

9 Then came one of the seven angels 
who had the seven bowls full of the 
seven last plagues, and spoke to me, 
saying, “Come, I will show you the 
Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” ,0 And in 
the Spirit he carried me away to a 
great, high mountain, and showed me 
the holy city Jerusalem coining down 
out of heaven from God, 11 having the 
glory of God, its radiance like a most 
rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 
12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve 
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and on the gates the names of the twelve 
tribes of the sons of Israel were in¬ 
scribed; 13 on the east three gates, on 
the north three gates, on the south three 
gates, and on the west three gates. 
14 And the wall of the city had twelve 


foundations, and on them the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb 

15 And he who talked to me had a 
measuring rod of gold to measure the 
city and its gates and walls. 16 The city 
lies foursquare, its length the same as 
its breadth; and he measured the city 
with his rod, twelve thousand stadia;'' 
its length and breadth and height are 
equal. 17 He also measured its wall, a 
hundred and forty-four cubits by a 
man’s measure, that is, an angel’s. 
18 The wall was built of jasper, while 
the city was pure gold, clear as glass. 
10 The foundations of the wall of the 
city were adorned with every jewel; the 
first was jasper, the second sapphire, 
the third agate, the fourth emerald, 
20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, 
the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, 
the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, 
the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth ame¬ 
thyst, 21 And the twelve gates were 
twelve pearls, each of the gates made 
of a single pearl, and the street of die 
city was pure gold, transparent as 
glass. 

22 And I saw no temple in the city, 
for its temple is the Lord God the Al¬ 
mighty and the Lamb. ^And the city 
has no need of sun or moon to shine 
upon it, for the glory of God is its light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb. 34 By its light 
shall the nations walk; and the kings of 
the earth shah bring their glory into it, 

25 and its gates shall never be shut by- 
day—and there shall be no night there; 

26 they shall bring into it the glory and 
the honour of the nations. 27 But nothing 
unclean shall enter it, nor any one who 
practises abomination or falsehood, but 
only those who are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. 

Then he showed me the river 
of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb 2 through the middle 
of the street of the city; also, on either 
side of the river, the tree of life r with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 
each month; and the leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations. 



° Other andent authorities read peoples v Other undent authorities add and be their God 
JJ About fifteen hundred miles 

' Or the Lamb. In the midst of the street of the cirv, and on either side of the river, was the tret of life, etc. 
21.1: Is 66.22. 21.2: Rev 3.12. 21.3: Ezek 37.27. 21.4: Is 25.8; 35.10. 21.5: Is 43.19. 21.8: Is 55.1. 
21.7: Ps 89.27-28. 21.8: Is 30.33. 21.10: Ezek 40.2. 21.12: Ezek 48.30-35; Ex 28.21. 21.15: Ezek 40.5. 
21.19: Is 54.11 12. 21.23: Is 24.23; 60.1, 19. 21.25: Is 60.11, 21.27: Is 52.1; Rev 3.5. 

22.2: Gen 2.9. 
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3 There shall no more be anything 
accursed, but the throne of God and of 
the Lamb shall be in it, and his servants 
shall worship him; 4 they shall see his 
face, and his name shall be on their 
foreheads. 5 And night shall be no more; 
they need no light of lamp or sun, for 
the Lord God will be their light, and 
they shall reign for ever and ever. 

6 And he said to me, “These words 
are trustworthy and true. And the 
Lord, the God of the spirits of the 
prophets, has sent his angel to show his 
servants what must soon take place. 
7 And behold, I am coming soon. 

Blessed is he who keeps the words of 
the prophecy of this book. 

8 I John am he who heard and saw 
these things. And when I heard and saw 
them, I fell down to worship at the feet 
of the angel who showed them to me; 
9 but he said to me, “You must not do 
that! I am a fellow servant with you 
and your brethren the prophets, and 
with those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God/* 

10 And he said to me, “Do not seal 
up the words of the prophecy of this 
book, for the time is near. 11 Let the 
evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still 
be filthy, and the righteous still do right, 
and the holy still be holy.’* 

12 “Behold, I am coming soon. 


bringing my recompense, to repay 
every' one for what he has done. 13 1 am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the first and 
the last, the beginning and the end.” 

14 Blessed are those who wash their 
robes,® that they may have the right to 
the tree of life and that they may enter 
the city by the gates. 15 Outside are the 
dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and 
murderers and idolaters, and every one 
who loves and practises falsehood, 

16 “I Jesus have sent my angel to you 
with this testimony for the churches. 
I am the root and the offspring of 
David, the bright morning star. ” 

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, 
“Come,” And let him who hears say, 
“Come.” And let him who is thirsty 
come, let him who desires take the 
water of life without price. 

18 I warn every one who hears the 
words of the prophecy of this book: if 
any one adds to them, God will add tc 
him the plagues described in this book, 
19 and if any one takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, God 
will take away his share in the tree of 
life and in the holy city, which are 
described in this book. 

20 He who testifies to these things 
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be 
with all the saints. * Amen. 


* Other an dent authorities read do his commandments 
1 Other ancient authorities omit all; others omit the saints 

22.3: Zech 14.11. 22.4: Ps 17.15. 22.11: Dan 12.10. 22.12: Is 40.10; Jer 17.10. 
22.13: Is 44,6; 48.12. 22.14: Gen 2.9; 3.22. 22.16: Is 11.1, 10. 22.17: Is 55.1. 


22.21: 2 Thess 3.18. 
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